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UNIVERSITIES AND STUDIES IN THE FIELD OF POPULATION 

B.L. RAINA* 

I consider it a great privilege to be asked to participate in this 
Symposium and to offer a few observations on 'Vniversities and Studies in 
the Field of Population". My main aim is to seek your expert assistance to 
develop model (or models) for strengthening training activities in the fiel 
of population in universities. I may, therefore, pose a few general 
questions and attempt partly to answer them with the hope that you will 
consider them, amend and elaborate them. The questions often raised are: 
(i) How are universities concerned with studies on population problem?, 
(ii) what is the present situation regarding these studies in universities 
in India?, (iii) what is being attempted abroad?, (iv) what are the major 
research problems that need attention? 

Role of Universities 

My task in answering the first question is simplified as the problem 
is being discussed in the University,:of ~lhi. This University is a 
unique pace setter and has a demographic research centre (originally in 
the Delhi School of Economics) in the Institute of Economic Growth, a 
reproductive biology unit in the Zoology Department, researchers in the 
field of population in the School of Social Work and other departments 
like psychology, sociology, anthropology. The University has a group of 
devoted social workers led by Shrimati Ganguli who have pioneered family 
welfare services and provided field practice area. This was initiated 
about two years ago by Shrimati Durgabai Deshmukh and Shrimati Ganguli. 
A notable step was taken by Dr. C.D. Deshmukh, the then Vice-Chancellor, 
on the 5th May, 1965 when he called a meeting of heads of different 
facultie~ to discuss intensifying studies in different departments and 
undertaking studies of problems influencing the people in the area 
surrounding the University especially ''tremendous population problem" 
which "was immensely important factor influencing the life of mankinp. in 
the future". Professor Sher Singh, Minister of State in the ~finis try of 

* Lieu~.-Colonel B.L. Raina is the Director of the Central Family Planning 
Institute, L-17, Green Park, New Delhi-16. 



Education, recently focussing attention on planning forums in 3,000 colleges 
and university departments and two million university and college students 
increasing at the rate of 10 per cent each year emphasised that "each 
institution of higher education should have ...•.•.••• a well coordinated 
programme of national and social service of its own".* The University Educa
tion Commission exhorts us that ·~e must give up the fatal o:ssession of the 
perfection of the past" and increase efforts "to plumb the meaning of life". 
Both the University Education Commission 1948-49 and the Education Commission 
1964-66 have forcefully brought out the pioneering role of university for 
social action related to the needs of socio-economic development leading to 
"a good life in a free society", through adding studies in their curricultun, 
extra-curricular activities, extra-mural activities like correspondence 
courses, extension lectures, summer institutes, forums, social service. 
The Education Commission emphasises that "the country would naturally look 
to the universities for effective leadership for re-educating the teachers 
and keeping them infonned of the new teaching procedures and methods, new 
philosophies of education as well as development in the various fields of • 
knowledge with which they are concerned. They can also help in building up 
healthy attitudes of the community towards some fundamental national problems 
such as those of public health, sanitation, population control and building 
up of national solidarity." 

Studies in field of Population in Indian Universities 

While universities like Delhi have made pioneering efforts, generally 
the situation is different. I understand a few years ago the National 
Council of Educational Research and Training in a study found that in eight 
States the syllabus did not refer to population problem in social studies. 
Some reference to population problem was found in teachers' training schools 
and colleges. Teaching of biology in the universities and teachers' 
training institutions refer to human reproduction but not in sufficient 
detail. Some teaching in marriage and family life appears in home science 
but mainly devoted to interpersonal relations and child rearing. 

Demography is taught in many universities at undergraduate level. A 
few lectures on India's population problem are given to graduate students 
in economics, sociology or statistics. Only at few universities (Aligarh, 
Banaras, Gorakhpur, Lucknow, Jaipur, Saugar) demography is taught at the 
post-graduate level. In Poena University, there is a compulsory paper in 
demography for those taking a master's degree in statistics. The University 
of Kerala provides a two-year diploma course in demography. Demography 
is offered as an optional subject to the candidates qualifying for the 

* Inaugural address of Professor Sher Singh, Minister of State in the 
~linistry of Education at the Orientation Seminar for Teachers in Colleges 
and Universities incharge of Planning Forums at the Central Institute of 
Research and Training in Public Cooperation, New Delhi. 
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master's degree in sociology, in biology and in economics i~ ~ucknow and 
Vikram universities. The University of Lucknow offers cert1f1cate and 
diploma courses in demogr~phf. T:ain~ng ~acili~ies in the.f~eld o~ P?Pula
tion are provided at spec1al1sed 1nst1tut1ons l1ke the Ind1an Stat1st1cal 
Institute, Calcutta; the Demographic Training and Research Centre, Bombay; 
Demographic Research Centres at Trivandrum, Dharwar, Poona, Patna, Lucknow, 
Delhi and Madras. Besides All-India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health, 
Calcutta; Planning Research and Action Institute, Lucknow; Institute of 
Rural Health and Family Planning, Gandhignun; Central Family Planning 
Institute, New Delhi are conducting studies in the field of population.* 

Training Abroad 

Some of the training facilities available abroad are given in appendix 
'B'. They focus attention on the fact that both by practice and tradition 
training in population studies and demography has been an area of concern · 
in the universities of the world. The tables show that about 110 universi
ties provide some regular training in this field. The need for'this 
training has been met at undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate levels. 
Different universities provide training at one or more. levels in this field. 
The aim of this training is broadly two-fold: (a) to provide general orienta
tion and practical understanding and significance of this aspect of knowledge, 
(b) to train skilled professionals and technicians in the field of popula
tion studies and demography. Several universities offer M.A. or Ph.D. in 
demography, and some provide for specialization in demography at ~1.A. and 
Ph.D. levels in sociology, statistics and economics. lVhile this is an area· 
of wide interest to the universities it has been hard to identify it with 
any one discipline. This is included in such unexpected departments as 
engineering, geography and philosophy. The multidisciplinary character of 
the subject is obvious which calls for inter-departmental coordination. 
Such coordination seems to be emerging by organizing population study 
centres or by establishment of inter-departmental committee. Population 
problem being multidisciplinary in character in some universities like the 
University of California an inter-departmental arrangement has been made. 
The Report of the United Nations Inter-regional ~vorksho? on Training 
Programmes in the field of Population held in Elsinore, Denmark in June 
1967 amongst its other valuable observations and recommendations states 
that "special attention should be given to the multidisciplinary nature of 
training required for family planning programme, training in demography, 
the behavioural sciences, medicine and public health, education, administra
tion and other disciplines should be provided". The time allotted widely 
differs from few lecture-hours to fully developed graduate and post-graduate 
courses in the field. Normally more than a year of time is allotted to 
fully developed courses. The mode of training is of nvo types, depending 
upon the level and objective of the training. \Vhen the objective is· to 
provide at undergraduate level some orientation and basic understanding of 
the field, the usual arrangement is to provide for lectures which are 

* The training provided in 30 Indian universities is given in appendix 'A'. 
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integrated with some broad subject area of undergraduate training. Under 
such situations facilities also exist for undergraduate students to take 
these lectures in other departments like sociology, statistics and economics 
which concentrate on demography and population studies. For more advanced 
training the students are required to register in schools of sociology or 
statistics or economics. Here in addition to intensive formal training they 
are required to undergo heavy research experience, which ends with writing 
a thesis in this area. For this purpose many universities have specialised 
population research centres which are open to advanced students from the 
departments of sociology, statistics and economics. The contents of the 
training in this area varies with the vaYiation in the objective of training 
and the department's subject area interest. 

Conclusion 

Some general conclusions may be drawn viz.:-

(i) Both basic nature of this knowledge, and its present importance in 
the country, suggest the urgent need of more and more universities 
providing for such training in future. 

(ii) Some type of integration of this training at undergraduate and 
graduate levels is required. Integrated approach and inter-depart
mental collaboration at this level would ensure some minimum 
orientation to all the students. 

(iii) At post-graduate level there seems to be a need of dividing the 
contents into compulsory minimum and optional maximum. Advance 
courses in the departments of sociology, economics and statistics, 
biology, anthropology, psychology and social work could be 
instituted. · 

(iv) In order to provide adequate professional training, there seems 
to be a great need for developing facilities to provide research 
experience to advanced students. Universities may find it 
fruitful to collaborate closely with existing demographic 
research and training centres and multidisciplinary Institutes 
like the Central Family Planning Institute. 

(v) It may be useful for graduates in one discipline to undertake 
studies in other related discipline e.g. biology in social 
sciences and vice versa. 

(vi) The existing curricula could be reviewed with a view to adding 
studies in population problems and family planning programme in 
the country. 

(vii) Summer Institutes may include studies in the field of population. 

(viii) Students should be encouraged to select subjects.related to 
population problem for their thesis and dissertations. 
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(ix) Correspondence courses, University Extension Lectures, Forums 
and social service in the field of population could be instituted. 
Planning Forums should pay special attention to the population 
problem and family planning programme. 

(x) Research in the field of population could be intensified. 
(Appendix 'C' refers to some of the problems in the field of 
demography and dynamics of human fertility behaviour). 

I have not referred to medical education on purpose. The contribution 
of medical education and research to family planning is extensive. It has, 
however, been discussed in other forums and the universities have already 
done much to encourage these activities. 
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DEMOGRAPHY COURSES GIVEN IN INDIAN UNIVERSITIES* 

Undergraduate level Post-graduate level 
University Degree Syllabus Degree 

1 2 3 4 

Agra M. Stat. 
M. Sc. (Stat.) 

••·tal Statistics 

M.A. (Econ.) 

M. Sc. (Stat. ) 

M.A .. (Soc.) 

ementaryb M, A. (Econ.) 

M.A. (Econ.) 

M. Sc. (Stat.) 

M. Sc. (Stat.) 
M.A. (Econ,) 
M.A. (Soc.) 

M. Sc. (Stat. ) 
M.A. (Econ. ) 

M.A. (Soc.) 
M. Sc. (Stat. ) 

M.A. (Econ.) 

M.A. (Soc.) 

M.Com. 
M.A. (Econ.) 

Jabalpur 
M.A. (Econ.) 

Jadavpur 
M. Sc. (Stat.) 
M.A. (Appl. 

Econ.) 

• Proct-E'dings of the World Population Conference, 1965. III, pp. 282-83. 

a Full paper for post-graduate degree examination. 

. b Part of a paper for post-gradUate degree eltalnination. 
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Syllabus 
5 

Optional-demographya 
Optional-vital statistics 
and population studiesa 

Compulsory-population 
problemsa 

Optional-demography arrl 
population studiesa 
Compulsory-economics 
and vital statisticsb 

Optional-population 
problems with special 
reference to lndiaa 

Elementarya 

Elementaryb 

Compulsory- e lementaryb 

Optional-elementary b 
Optional-advanceda 
Compulsory-elementaryb 

Compulsory-elementary 
Optional-vital statisticsa 

Optional-elem entaryb 
Optional-vital statistics 
and demographya · · 

Optioj'lal-population 
Studies a 
Optional-social demographya 

Optional-elementarya 
Optional-demographya 

Optional-demography and 
vital statisticsa 

Optional-elementaryb 

Qptional-elementaryb 



1 2 3 4 

J&mmu and Kashmir M.A. (Econ.) 

Kama taka M. Sc. (Stat,) 
M.A. (Soc.) 

Kerala B. A. (Econ.) Elementaryb M. Sc. (Stat.) 
B. Sc. (Stat ) Compulsocy 

Elementaryb 
M. Sc. (Demo.) 

Kurukshetra B. A. (Econ.) Elementaryb M.A. (Econ.) 

Lucknow M. Sc. (Stat.) 

M.A. (Soc.) 

Madras B. Sc. Elementaryb M. Sc. (Stat. ) 

M.A. (Econ.) 

My sore M. Sc. (Stat.) 

Panja.b M.A. (Soc.) 

Patna B. A. (Econ.) Elementaryb M.A. (Econ.) 
M. Sc. (Stat.) 

Poona B.A. /B. Sc. Elementaryb M. Sc. (Stat.) 

Rajasthan M. Sc. (Stat. ) 
M.A. (Econ.) 
M.A. (Soc.} 

Ranchi M.A. (Econ.} 

S. V. Vidyapeeth M.A. (Econ.) 

Saugar M.A. (Econ.) 

S. N.D. T. women M.A. (Econ.) 
M.A. (Soc.) 

Vikram B. Sc. (Stat) Elementary 

~TE:- A. Elementary courses cover the study of birth rates, death rates, life-tables, • 
meaSI.Irements of fertility, gross and net reproduction rates, population growth, 
population projection, etc. 

B. This does not include training facilities in demographic research at the Indian 
Statlstical Institute, Calcutta ant: some public health and other Institutes. 
Further Information will be welcomed by the Central Family Planning Institute, 
New Delhi. 
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Optional-elementaryb 

Optional-elementarya 
Compulsory-elementaryb 

Compulsory-elementaryb 

Compulsory-elementaryb 

Economics and vital 
statisticsb 
Social demographya 

Demography and population 
studies (.not teaching)b 
Elementaryb 

Elementaryb 

Optional-social demographya 

Elementaryb 
Actual and vital statisticsb 

Optional (not teaching)a 

Compulsory-elementaryb 
Optional (not teaching} 
Optional-elementary 

Optiona.l-(not teaching)b 

Optional-advanceda 

Optional-elementary 

Optional-elementarya 
Compulsory-elementaryb 



Appendix B 

TRAINING IN POPULATION STUDIES AND DEMOGRAPHY AT 
THE UNIVERSITY LEVEL IN SELECTED COUNTRIES* 

Name of the 
country and 
the university 

AUSTRALIA 

Australian 
National 
University 

AUSTRIA 

1. University 
of Vienna 

2. University of 
lnnsbruck 

3. University 
of Graz 

BELGIUM 

Departments/Institutes/ 
Schools offering the 

courses 

2 

1. Demography 

2. Statistics 

History, Geography, 
Social Genetics and 
Hygiene 

-do-

-do-

1. Free University Institute du Travail 
of Brussels 

2. Catholic Univer- Demography 
sity of Louvain 

Duration 

3 

3 yrs. 

Degree/ 
Diploma/ 
Certificate 

4 

Ph.D. 

Licence en 
Sociologie de 
1a Famille et 

A Brief Statement of Contents 

5 

For'inallectures in demography; seminars 
on specific topics; methods of analysis; 
central focus is on thesis 

de 1a Population 

•source: Directory of Seier ted Training Facilities in Family Planning and Allied Subjects, 
International Planned Piil-enthoOd Federation, March 1967. The facilities provided in medical schools in different countries is not 
Included. Generally most of health and medical schools provide training In this field. 

Note: Information about India is given in Appendix A. 
Further information will be welcomed by the Central Family Planning Institute, New Delhi. 

Remarks 

6 

Undergraduates in Statistics 
are given 12 lectures 

Certain number of lectures 
on this topic are included in 
various curriculae 

The programme includes 
demographic studies. 



-0 

DHA Zl L 

1. Unlv <· nlty <.4 
Sao J>aulo 

2 3 

Social Science 

4 5 

Programme of research and trainJng 

6 

Lectures are lnlt·~ralt-d In 
the pr~ramme of s ocia l 
science faculty, 

Note: In many other universities lectures in demography are given in Social Sclm ce faculties . 

BUHMA 

1. University uf 
Ha ngoon 

CANAnA 

1. Umv ersily of 
Mont r c:.ll 

2. Unlversi ty of 
of Western 
Ontario 

1. InsUtute of Economics 

2. Stalisllcs 

Social Science 

Sociology & Economics 

1 yr. 

2 yrs. 

2 yrs. 

B.A. 

Diploma 

M.A. in 
Demography 

M. A. tn 
Sociology 

NOTE: I.n addition, two other universities offer courses in demography 

COLOM BIA 
-·-· -~--

Unive •·sity of 
Jav(• r iana 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

1. UniVl1l'Sity of 
Prat.;ue 

2. Un1versity of 
Bratislava 

Socioln~y 

1. E conomics 
2. Geography 

L Economics 
2. Geography 

Sources & elements of population 
sta tistics; popu lation statis tics of Burma; 
Life tables; growth & projections; 
survey & analysis vf population data. 

Demographic tralni n~ I~ 
Integrated In B. A. pro~-: r·;tlll llll· 

O ne hour of lt:t'lu J'to::; JH: r 
week. 

--- ------- ----- ·-·----- ·····-- -· . 

Population theory; Canactian Population; 
political, economic, geographical & sot:io
l~ica l aspects of demography; demo
graphic analysis. 
Primary focus Is in t he areas of 
population and urban s tudies 

Lectures on demogr aphy & fami ly 
sociology are included in the 
curriculum 

University of And l:S is 
initi a ting a JJI'I•~I':tlllltOl: ia 
this field in I hi' (/(·p:. l'lnH·nh 

of SOCi(,lo~y & C I:( J!I• •II ti < S . 

_____________________________________________ ., ____ __ _ 



.... ... 

DENMARK 

1. University of 
Copenhagen 

FINLAND 

1. University of 
He lsinki 

2. University of 
Tam perc 

3 . Abo Akademi 

FHANCE ·------

1. University of 
Paris 

2. University of 
Bordeaux 

2 

Sociolotnr 

Sociology 

Sociology / Statistics 

Institute of Demography 

Institute of Demography 

3. Cacn University Institute of Demography 

3 

4 hours a 
week in the 
3rd & 4th 
semesters. 

1. Two hrs. 
per week 
for two 
terms 

2. Two hrs. 
per week 

12 hrs. 
lectures 

Min. 1 
year 

1 year 

4 

Degree in 
BOCiOlQb'Y 

5 6 

De mographic methods used i n analys is These coursN• at·e al.su 1>pen 
and description of given populations. to students of cco•wmics. 
Advanced training by special arrangements geography and histu1·y. 

1. Introduction to Demographic Research; For undergraduates 
Popul:1tion movements 

2. Seminar on social policy & For advanced students 
population problem 

Methods of population research Social policy students re<:ctve 
12 hrs. of lectures. 

Demography and Family Planning 

1. General Demographic analysis; demographic data; 
Demography statistics; ecolotnr; policies and theories; 
2. Specialised political economy; sociology of population; 
Demography the family & social economics etc. 

Training in demogt·aphy is 
very extens ive in Franc e. 
There are six full time dcmv
r;raphy courses which lead tu 
professional qualification in 
Demography. In addition to 
uhiversilies seve1·al institu
tions teach thi:;j subject as a 
part oi their training progra
mme 

1. General 
Demography. 
2. Higher 
Demography . 

Demography (general & economic); 
population policies and theories; economic 
and human geography population history; 
history of population theory; ecology; 
genetics and biometry; statistics; social 
surveys. 

General demography; world population, 
distribution variations, migrations; 
demographic, statistics; numerical and 
graphical application; fertility and its 
variations; regional pathology; relation 



-N 

.f. Lyons Unlverally 

5. Nancy University 

GERMAN FEDERAL 
nEPlJBUC 

1. Goethe 
University 

2 

Education 

2. Neue University Sociology Psychology 
Jurisprudence 

University of 
3. Hamburg ) 
4. Munich ) 
5. Nurenburg) 
6 . Frelburg ) 
7. Technical ) 

University) 
of Berlin ) 

8. Munster ) 

GHANA 

1. University 
of Ghana 

1. Institute of Statistics 
2. Sociology 
3. Economics 

2. University of Architecture 
Science & Te-
chnology, IU&masl 

GHATEMALA 

Univers ity of 
Ghatemala 

• 

3 4 

7 months 

2 terms 

between demographic·; · economfc 'and 
social phenomena; population types; 
population policies and theories • 

Population & structure of European 
Society 

Demographic analyil.S , keeping records 
and taking censuses. 

Population Statistics 

6 

Facilities for dem<>iraphic 
studies are provided 

Faclllties for demographic 
studies are provided 

This forms a part of socio
logy requirem~ts of the 
students of educational 
development. 

These universities give 
courses in this area from 
time to time 

No courses in dem ography 
are offered. Only research 
in demography is carried out. · 



..... 
~ 

1 

HUNGARY 

Karl Marx 
Unl versity 

ffiAN 

University of 

ISRAEL 

Hebrew 
University 

ITALY 

1. University 
of Rome 

Iran 

2. Institute 
Unlversitalre 
d'Etudes 
Europeenes 

3. Universita 
Pontific ale 
Gregorlenne 

2 

Economics 

Institute of Social 
Research & Studies. 

1. Geography 

2. Statistics 

Statistics 

3 

2 hrs. per 
week in 1st 
year 
3 hrs. per 
week in 3rd 
year 

4 years 

4 5 

Geography of population 

Demographic statistics; population 
measures and models; population 
trends and their consequences. 

Demographic analysis; population 
structure; migration; vital events and 
population projections 

Demographic theories and analysis, 
sociology of family and ethics of family 
life. 

6 

1. Introductory course is 
compulsory 

2. Full course in demogra
phy is optional. 

General teaching of 
demography. 

Students for the degrees of 
statistical and acturia 
sciences, and for statistics 
and demographic Science are 
trained in this are some 
demography ls taught 

These subjects are taught to 
priests. 

Note: In addition to the above there are chairs of demography in five universities - Bologna, Rome, Palermo, Florence and Bart. 

JAMAICA 

University of 
the Wes~ Indies 

1. Social Science 1 year Lectures provide methodological and 
theoretical orientation. 



JAPAN 

I. University d 
Kansai 

2 

2. Arts 
3. Statistics 

Economics & Sociology 

2. University of Kelo 

3. University of Chuo 

4. University of 
Hitotsubashi 

5. University of 
Mciji 

MALAYSIA 

University of 
Malaya 

MEXICO 

El Colegio de 
Mexico 

NETHERLANDS 

University of 
Amsterdam 

Political Science 

Economics 

1. Sociology 
2. Human Geography 
3. Economics 
4. Cultural Anthropology 

3 

2 terms 

2 hrs. per 
week for 
30 weeks 

2 years 

1 hr. per 
week for 
2 years 

4 

Diploma in 
Demography 

5 

Emphasis is on methodological topics 

6 

The course is open to 
university graduates, 

Population problem; population theory; Has full demography course 
sociological and economic aspects of 
population change; population policies and 
population of Japan. 

Population theory 

Demographic analysis 

• Has full demography course 

Has full demography course 

Has full demography course 

Is offered as a part of 
statistics course to B. A. 
(Econ. ). 

Statistics; economic analysis; demography; It is a post-graduate course. 
mortality composition of population; socio-
logy of development; fertility; evaluation of 
demographic data; population structure and 
inter- relationships. 

Population techniques; descriptive 
demography; related problems. 

Note: Lectures in population studies and demographic analysis are offered from time to time in all the sociology departments of six universities 
of Netherlands. 



2 3 4 5 6 

NEW ZEALAND 

1. University of Geography M.A. in Concepts and content of population This forms one of the four 
Auckland Geography geography; technique of demographic courses for M. A. 

analysis; distribution and inter-relation-
ships of population 

2. University of Geography 10-12 
Canterbury lecture 

hrs. 

3. University Geography 1-1/2 term Population distribution and population 
of Waikato trends. 

4. University of Some lectures are given at 
Sociology various stages. 
Wellington 

NORWAY 

..... University of Social Economics Population Statistics Some instruction is also 
V1 

Oslo given in other faculties. 

PAKISTAN 

1. University of Statistics. M.A. or Nature and scope of demography; sources of 
Dacca M.Sc. demographic statistics; calculations and use 

of demographic statistics; population theory; 
censuses and population genetics. 

2. University of Economics M.A. in Social Science Research 
the Punjab Economics Centre also provides 

experience in demography. 

3. Pakistan lnsti- Economics Post-M. A. Lectures on demography and demographic 
tute of Develop- in Economics analysis. 

ment. 

'ffiLIPPINES 

University of 1. Population Instil.tte 1 to 2 years M.A. (in Demographic statistics; population studies; 
tht. Philippines demography) demography and cultural geography; 

statistics 
2. Sociology A. B. or M. A. Demography; human ecology at undergraduate level 



2 3 4 5 6 

POLAND ·------

1. tJnJveralty CJI Statistics & Demography Some training is provided 
Lodz 

2. University ol Statistics & Demography Some training is provided 
Poznan 

3. University ol 
Cracow 

Sociology & Demography Some training is provided 

4. University of Sociology & Demography Some training is provided 
Wroclaw 

SOUTH AFRICA 

1. University of Sociology 1 lecture Scope, methods and subject matter This is integrated with the 
Witwatersrand per week of demography population problem; firs t qualifying course In 

for 1/ 2 year population and nat!lral resources; Sociology. 

...... 
population in South Africa 

0" 
2. University of Some lectures are given 

Pretoria 
3. University of Some lectures are given 

Stellenbosch 

SPAIN 

University of 1. Statistics Diploma in 
Madrid Statis tics 

2. Politics Ph. D. students in these 
3. Economics Population theory departments are offered 
4 . Commerce lectures. 
5. Sociology 

SUDAN 

University of Economic s 1 year B.Sc. Census; vital statistics; collection & One paper 
Khartoum Economics analysis and interpretation of demographic 

data; life-table; cohort analysis; mortality, 
nuptiality, fertility; population growth and 
trends. 

Anthropology B. Sc. One paper 
Anthropology 



SWEDEN 

University of 
Gothenburg 

2 3 

Demography 

4 

Lower 
doctoral 
degree 

5 6 

Specialisation in demography 

Note: At all universities demography is included in the statistics course, and is also taught in sociology, economics and related subjects. 

SWITZERLAND 

University of 
Basle 

1. Economics 35 hrs. 
2. Social Science 

Note: Most Swiss universities offer courses in demography. 

TAIWAN 

Chieng· Hsing 
University 

THAILAND 

Chulalongkorn 
University 

TUNISIA 

University of 
Tunisia 

JGANDA 

MakcrPrc 
Univel·,ity 

Sociology 

I. Sociology 

2. Political Science 

Sociology 

M.A. in 
Sociology 
(demography) 

B.A.(Soc.) 

Contemporary empirical populations; 
history of population and population 
change. 

Population Workshop I & ll; Population 
Study; Human Ecology; World Population 

Introduction to the study of population 

Population growth theory; demographic 
analysis; migration; fertility and its 
control; mortality. 

One course in population 
problems is offered. 

One course in dcmo~;1·aphy 
is offered. 

One course is orfc1·ed. 



~ 
co 

l 

U.S.S.R. 

University of 
Moscow 

2 

Philosophy 

3 4 5 6 

A short course is offered. 
Such short courses are o!Ierec 
in other universities also. 

Note: There ts a one year post-graduate course in demography in the Moscow Institute of Statistics. It covers theoretical principles of demography; 
sources of population data; study of population numbers; structure; distribution & migration; Indices of population reproduction; mathe~natical 
patterns of population; Demographic analysis; Criticism of b<Nrgeois population theories. 

UNITED ARAB 
REPUOUC 

Cairo University 

UNITED KINGDOM 

1. University or 
London 

2. University 
or Leads 

3. University of 
Sussex 

4. Birmingham 

U.S.A. 

1. University of 
California 

Statistics 

London School of 
Economics 

Sociology 

Demography 

2 hrs. per 
week for 
1 year. 

1 year 

Time re
quired to 
get Ph. D. 

Diploma in 
Statistics 

M. Sc. in 
Demography 

Introduction to demo~raphy; Mathcmatin~ Three examil~<lllons 
or population growth; Elements of dcmo~ra- 1. Demography I 
phic analysis; population trends and 2. Demography n 
politics; collection & analysis of demo~ra- 3. Subjects appl·ovt•tl h:v 
phic data; errors in demographk data; teacher 
Design and analysis of demographic 
investi6ration. 

Lectures in populaUon 
studies & demographi<' 
analysis form an ('tltlt'nlla I 
part of their pro~1·amnu• 

1. Ph. D. in Courses for M.A.: Population; Population 
Demography & Migration; Demographic aspects of human 

2. M.A. in fertility; Demo~raphy of truman nwrlality; 
Demography Introduction to Biostatistics; methods and 

documents in population analysis; Advanced 
Demographic methods; Research Seminar in 
Population. 
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2. University of 
Chicago 

Sociology 
Population Research & 
Training Center 

3. Cornell Unive r- Sociology (Inte rnational 
sity population programme) 

4. Duke Univ e rsity 1. Sociology 

2. Economics 

5. Georgetown Sociology (Demographic 
University division) 

6. University of Sociology 
Massachusetts 

7. University of Sociology Population 
Michigan Studies Center) 

8. University of Sociology (Population 
North Carolina Center) 

Various 

Various 

3-4 yrs. 

M.A. 

1 or more 
yrs. 

Various 

M.A. o r 
Ph.D. in 
Sociolocy 

M.A./Ph. D. 
in Sociolot,ry. 

In addition to trainin~ in rcst:aiT h at llw 
centre, many formal courses arc off<>n:d 
in the Department ur Sociolc~y that are 
related to population studies. 

The aims of the programme arc tu broaden 
the tradilional traininl{ of the prufes.!lionat 
demographer and to include denH,~raphic: 

skills and concepts In the trainin~ of pro
fessionals in other dilH : ipline:-~. 

M.A. or In s oc iology course work prov idcH fo r und"r-
Ph. D. in standi n~ of general sociolo~y and 1·curli rrm:H 
Sociology research experience lcadinJ.: to theHiK. 
or Economics. 

M. A. in 
Demography 

M.A. or . 
Ph. D. in 
Sociology 

M.A. or 
Ph. D. in 
Sociology 

In e<:onomics student must Bpcc:ialiKc: In three 
fields of which one is demo~raphy and c,c,onomic 
development. In addition we muHl take a Bel of 
cwrscs in Sociology Department. 

Tec hniques of demography; major tJubA
tantive areas of d emography . 

Student is required to e lect lwu <:(JUrHcH in 
population o r human ccoiOf.,'Y· The center 
programme auppicmcnts formal inHlru<:
lion by providing researc h cxpcricnc:c. 

Courses and seminars are offered in 
population statistics; human ecology & 
community; other related topics. 

Opportunity lu fur·llr.,r· 
rc111carr:h lraluirr~-: avai Iaiiie· 

Field experience in action 
programme available. Some 
of the research projects in
clud e. Anthropology - values 
and motives within a societal 
grouping, modernisation and 
population change, birth con
trol as a cultur.al innovation. 
E c onomics - Population 
change and economic develop
ment Psychology Psychologi
cal theory of population 
dynamics, Epidemology
studies on the antecedents 
and consequences of abortion 
and use of contraceptive 
methods. Political Science-
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9. University of 
Pcru1sy lvanla 

10. University of 
Pittsburgh 

11. Princeton 
University 

12. University of 
Southern 
California 

13. University of 
Texas 

2 

1. Population Studies 
Center 

2. Sociology 
3. Economics 

Economics 

3 

Various 

11 months 

Office of Population Researcl¥ lor more 
School of Public & Inter- years 
national Affairs) 

Sociology & Anthropology Various 
(Population Research 
Laboratory) 

Sociology Various 

4 5 

1. Ph. D. & Courses for Ph. D. in demography; lntro-
M. A. in duction to demography; Mortality and Fer-

6 

Demographic effects of poll
ticas systems. D!ology -
physchological behavioural, 
genetics mechanism-re~:ulat-
1ng size of natural animal 
property. 

demography tility; Population distribution; migration and 
urbanization; Demographic research; 
Demographic aspects of manpower; Demo
graphic, economic and social inter-relations; 
social and economic theories of population; 
demographic history; community & ecology; 
population politics. 

2. Ph. D. 
3. Ph.D. 

M.A. 

M.A. or 
Ph. D. in 
Anthrepology 

M.A. or 
Pp.D. 

Demographic measurements; economic 
determinants and consequences of popula
tion change in both developed & developing 
nations; applied problems. 

Survey of world population problems; 
Techniques of demographic analysis and 
research. 

Courses in Population and human ecology 
offered. 

Some population courses are 
given in the department of 
sociology, anthropology ; 
mathematics, and economics 
at Ph. D. level. 

Note: The teaching of population studies and demography is very extensive in American universities, and is firmly entrenched in departments 
of sociology. About 16 universities offer extensive graduate work in population studies. Most of these courses consist of practical 
research work as well as course and thesis work. 

YUGOSLAVIA 

University of 
Skopje 

Economics Two hrs. 
a week for 
one semester 

Note: Courses in demography are offered in the Departments of Sociology, Economics and Geography at the Universities of Belgrade,. 
Ljubljana and Zagreb and these are given at the undergraduate level. 



~ppendix C 

Some Research Problems 

The following list is limited to some areas related to demography and 
dynamics of human fertility behaviour only. The list indicates some areas 
in order that different Departments in universities can ~uggest further 
subjects needing urgent attention and also research in other fields like 
biology, mass communication organisation etc. This is merely to initiate 
compjlation of important re;earch problems which universities and research 
institutions can undertake. 

DH-UGRAPHI C RESEAROi 

Demographic studies should include: 

i) Identification of high and low fer~ility areas, communities and 
groups for the study of factors responsible for fertility 
differentials. The comparability of such studies undertaken by 
the different centres would be enhanced greatly if a minimal 
uniformity was adopted in respect of concepts, design, tabulation 
and analysis of data. · 

ii) Detailed family planning knowledge, attitude and practice surveys 
with fertility component should be carried out periodically in a 
number of districts to find out both the direct and indirect 
results of the programme. 

iii) Intensive depth studies should be undertaken to ascertain 
differential receptivity to family planning programmes as between 
different areas, communities and groups. For the purpose, 
differentiation as between communities and groups may be based 
on their economic, social and psychological characteristics. 
Twenty to thirty fellowships might be offered. The persons should 
be carefully selected and given training before assigning them 
to carry out the studies. The amount of fellowship should be 
attractive enough to get the candidates of requisite quality. 

iv) Resurveys of villages and areas in which demographic surveys 
were carried out sometime ago should be done to measure demogra
phic changes. 

v) The demographic studies might also be undertaken in areas which 
have witnessed high rate of economic development. The geographi
cal scope of such studies must be wide enough to permit assess
ment of the impact of new industrial centre on the regional 
economy. Such studies might be undertaken both in new and 
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expanding urban areas as well as in rural areas where intensive 
efforts of rural development are being undertaken. 

vi) Problems ~d methods of measurement of fertility variables. 

vii) Studies of economic, social and demographic factors associated 
with migration phenomena should be undertaken. Such studies might 
cover both the places of out-migration and in-migration. 

viii) ~brtality conditions should first be studied on the basis of 
available data from hospitals, dispensaries, health centres, etc. 
with particular reference to cause of death analysis. Based on 
such studies, certain hypothesis may be formulated which should 
be tested in well designed studies. Mortality studies should 
be related to intensive health programmes with a view to assessing 
the trends which might help in projecting the course of mortality 
decline for different regions and the country as a whole. 

ix) ~forbidity surveys should be undertaken with the help of medical 
and health agencies with a view to ascertaining the incidence of 
morbidity according to economic status, occupations and social 
background. 

x) Studies to improve vital registration. 

xi) Demographic studies of tribal areas are al~o needed to be 
undertaken. 

STIJDIES ON D'fNA\UCS OF HLNAN FERTILI1Y BHIAVIOUR 

Objectives 

i) Study of background factors influencing family size. 

ii) Study of specific social and cultural factors important for 
family planning programme in India. 

iii) Study of specific educational techniques to influence fertility 
behaviour of the people. 

iv) Development of broad action programmes making full use of 
educators' skills plus findings from type (:.) > · (ii), a::,.: [iii) 
studies under condition of maximum flexibility. 

v) KAP studies on issues relating to family planning. 

vi) Experimental testing of "package" approaches over a period of 
time. 
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The studies suggested to be taken up are as follows: 

i) Identifying and studying norms related to fertility behaviour. 
This will include studies of norms relating to sex, family life 
pattern, family size, marriage, composition of children in the 
family and parenthood behaviour etc. 

ii) Study of process and mechanism to modify above existing norms, 
levels of aspirations and living standards of various groups. 

iii) Study of specific social factors directly related to fertility, 
age at marriage, widow marriage, education, mobility, status of 
women, employment of women, etc. 

iv) Studies on the identification of sociological and psychological 
factors in the acceptance and practice of family planning 
methods. 

v) Studies of communication and decision making processes in the 
acceptance of family planning. 

vi) Factors involved in the selection of specific contraceptives at 
different stages of family building and their effectiveness. 
Psychological basis of shifting from one family planning method 
to the other; psychological reaction to the failure of the 
contraceptive, etc. 

vii) Use effectiveness studies of various contraceptives factors 
related to it. 

viii) Studies on the knowledge and attitudes towards sterilization 
and its trend. 

ix) Studies on the knowledge and attitudes towards abortion and its 
trend. 

x) KAP studies on family planning programme in general and various 
methods in particular. 

xi) Research on Census and Registration Methods. A vast amount of 
data collection is going on in India involving a large expendi
ture of financial and human resources. An investment in improving 
data collection methods would pay rapid dividends. An active 
method research programme is required. 

xii) Studies of district or regional variation in growth rates and 
characteristics. For this, regional approach to population 
studies may be adopted. 

xiii) Evaluation of long-term and short-term changes in fertility. 
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xiv) Studies of barriers, failures, resistance and rumours related 
to family planning programme. 

xv) Studies on the understanding of the mechanism of fertility 
generatiort. It should be able to show the contribution of 
biological, social and cultural, economic and psychological 
factors in determining the level of fertility. Some specific 
aspects and problems which need study with regard to general, 
biological, social, cultural, and economic correlates of 
fertility are: 

a) Demographic aspects such as spacing between births, pattern 
of age-specific fertility rates, etc. 

b) Differences in fecundity levels between couples; relation
ship between fecundity and use of contraception; primary 
sterility; secondary sterility and the relationship if any, 
with age at cohabitation, age at first birth and rate of 
reproduction; length of lactation amenorrhea and the length 
of fecundable periods between births. 

c) Effect of social factors such as age at marriage, widow 
remarriage, etc. on fertility; effect of socio-economic 
factors such as education, working status of woman, social 
status of woman, etc. on fertility. 
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