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INTRODUCTION. 

THE AREA OF DISTURBANCE. 

-----------~·-----------

~ N the extent of the ari;a affected, more obviously than in any other 
t!J!i respect, the Indian Frontier disturbances of 1897 ditfet· from all 

• pl'evious border trouules. From Waziristan on the left to 
Buner on the. right a stretch of more than 400 miltls of our bordt!r
land, inhabited, a~ Sit• George White said iJ a speech at the United 
Seni~:e Cluh in Simla, by 200,000 fir<>t-mw fighting men, has been 

involved in the outbreak, and the dates of tl~~t Yal'ious rbittgs iudicat:ean 
identity of design ard a unity of purpo8e never before discernible in 
the hi:> tory of froutiet' disturbances. "The disturbed area on the tme 
frontier, namely, the one which we guard and protect," wrote Sir Robert 
L,w in a recent atticle in the National Rtview, "commences with the 
lJJouutaius on the right bank of the Indus, near Dit-hund, where the 
t·iwr emerges from the hills into the plains. From this point the 
frontier line follows the line of mountains, it ta~es a. long sweep to 
the north and then bends round to the west and south, enclosing the 
P~~ha wat· Valley, and it completes a rough semicirde at K ohat. From 
Kohat our fruntiet' goes west to Thull and th~n notth-we!t up to the 
head of the Kurram Yalley. The tribes which irumediately factl us on 
thi~ hun tier line, commen~:ing at the tl'P of the semicircle at DidJund, 
on the Indus, are, taking them in th~ir order, the Bunerwals, the Swats, 
the rtman Keyls, and the :Molnuunds j then ColJJe the Khyuer Patltl 

and th~ Afridis, and lastly, on the northern flank of the road from 
Kul1at to Thull, the Orakzai. Ther~ ue many other minor tribes and 
tkdions l,f the larg~r ones with ditfe1·ent na·mes, but to ruentiun them is 

vuly cvnfusing. Tl~t: alJIAe ue our iuu.u~::diate ndghbours, and are the 
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principal tribes, and they lmd the others with them to a great extent . 
in such risings as we are dealing with. 

"Our positions for the defence of this line,---(prior to the outhreak) 
-taking them from the top of the semicircle, have been" Tioti :Murdan," 
the head-quarters of the Corps of Guides ; in advance of it in the hills 
the .Mah\kaml pct>ition .;ith its outpost at Chukdara ; then, farther round 
the semidrele, the Forts of Abazai, Shubkudhr and Mie!mi, and then 
r~hawa.r with ita outpost of J umrood guarding the entrance of the 
Khyber Pll.l!il; then, croillling the spur of tl1e hills which run down 
towards the river Indus, we come to the station of Kvhat with its out· 
J)osts on the road to the Km-am Valley at H1\ngu and Thull, and the 
flanking position of Fort Lockhart and minor posts on the Samana 
P~.<lnge. These post~ were all occupied by t1·oops or police, while beyoml 
them, the road to Chitra~ the Khyber Pass, and the Kunam Valley were 

held by tribal levies." 

The actual triool outbre~~.ks and their dates were as follows :-

The Maizar outrage on the lOth of June; the attack on the Mala
kand and Chukdara positlons on the 27th July; the attack on Shul)kmlhr 
on the 9th August ; the threatening attitude of the Afridis and Ot-a.k
zai on the lRth August, and the attack on the Khyber Pass on the 23rd 
August. TMreafter the ll~fl"lltive of events turns from tribal aggression 
and fvllows the puniti,·e operations of the Government of India's fol'ce.'l. 
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PART I. 

THE TOCHl VALLEY AFFAIR. 

CHAPTER I. 

TITE MAIZAR OUTRAGE. 

THE Frontier diAturbancos of 1897 began, as has been briefly shown, 
on the I Oth of June, when a stat·tling outrage was committed on a British 

pal't,V in the Todd Valley. Natu .. ally enough the first account of the 
affair which reached India gave but scanty details, but it was unfor· 
tunatdy cel'tain that the casU<llty list was a heavy one; three Bt·itllih 

Otficel'.'!, twenty-two men of the native mnks and two followers being 

killeu, wl1ile .three other Bt·itish Officers and twenty-four men were 
wounued. The three Officet'14 killed were (;~lonel .A. C. Bunnv, 1st 

Sikh~, Captain J. F. Browne, R A., and Lieutenant H. A. Cruickshank, 
RA., both of No. G Bombay l.fountain P;l.ttery, while.t_!le wounded 
wel'e Lieutenant A. J. :U. Higginson and Surgeon-Captain C. C. Cassidy 
of the 1st Sikhs and Lieutenant C. L. Seton-Browne, 1st Punjab In
fautry. 

It appeared that 1lfr. Gee, Political Officer in the Tochi Valley, left 
D<Ltt..;\ Kiwi on the morning of the lOth June, with an escort of 300 men 
fl'olll the l~t Sil..hs and 1st Punjab Infantry, two guns of No.6 Bombay 
!\fountain Battct'J', and twelve sowars of the 1st Pun~ab Cavalry. Colonel 
Huuny, commanding the Tochi Column, was in charge of the escort. 
TL11 object in view was to fix a site for a new outpost beyond Shernnlli, 
nine ll.lil ... s beyond Datta Khel, and also to realise a fine which was 
itupust•d upon the lvtal tl'iocsmen some months ago. The party got as 
f.tt· 8.>1 ~Iaiz:u·, whid1 is somewhat to the south of Sheranni, and halttd. 
What exattly occuued there was not explained in the fi('i;t hasty de

spakhes., out J!Ir. Gee, in a s!Wl-t preliminary repot-t, stated that a 
euw:udly and tr~~.eherous attack was made at 2 P.M., when the troops 
Wt•re at r-est, and the little force wa.s suddt"nly ru~hed by a)arge body of 
tl'i~~ll.lt'n. A dt">'ptto.te fight fvllowed, the e:;eort Lad to beat a rdreat, 
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and they were followed for four miles along the road to Datta Kht•l. 
Captain H. A. Coo}Jer, 1st Sikhs, was in connuand at that post, and the 
firllt news he l'ecdved wa:;·at 5 o'clock, when a sowar arrived, who stated 
that the troops had been attacked, the it· British Officers killed or wound
ed, and that their ammunition was running short. Captain Cooper 
onle1·ed out two companies of Infantry with a fresh supply of ammuni
tiun, and sent with them the only two British Officers who, with him~elf, 

lmd Leen left at Datta Khel. These reinforcements enabled the reth·e· 
ment to be completed, the tl'ibesmen desisting from the pursuit and not 
venturing near the post. 

Until more complete information arrived it was not possible to 
judge how it came about that an escort of such a size was surprised. 
The Political Officer's reference to the cowardly and treacherous manner 
in which the original attack was made, pointed to a species of tribal tac
tics not uncommon on the border, namely, the appearance of headmen 
professing friendliness, the gathering of tribesmen about the camp, and 
then the sudden rush of others lying hidden near at hand. Judging 
from the casualties, the British Officers seemed to have been the fir8t to be 
attacked, for all six wet\. killed or woundecl. The JosHes among the 
native rank were distributed as follows :-1st Punjab Cavalry, 2 sowars 
wounded; No.<6 Bombay .Mpuntain Battery, 2 killed, 3 wounded; M 
Sikhs, 12 killed, 13 wounded ; 1st Punjab Infantry, 8 killed, 6 wounded. 
Two followers were also killed, and one other was wounded. The moun
tain battery had four mules killd and five wounded, but the guns were 
brought safely in to Datta Khel. Ninet('t!n commissariat mules were 
lost, while the cavalry detachment had three horses killed. 

The tribesmen concerned in the afl'<1ir belonged entirely to the Madda 
' Khel sub-section of tha Darwe8h Khel Waziris. They hold the country 

at the western end of the Dawar Valley, through which the Tochi river 
runs. The Dal'Wt:sh Khel Waziris had hitherto behaved extremely well, 

and as portions of the tribe dwelt in British tenit01·y, it was not expect· 
eJ that they woulJ give trouble. During Sir William Lockha1t's expedi
tit'n against the llbh~ud Wazil'is, they :;howed no dispo~ition to join 
with their fdlow-tribesruen. Conjecture wa>~ therefore r·ife as to why 
the men of the Madda. Khcl should so suddenly have committed them· 
selves. Mtanwhile it was clear that their puni~hment would have to },e 

an ex~llll•lary one. True, the ~cason was uot very favourable fur the 
illw\'t:IJ.H::ut of a large puuiti ve fvrce, Lut it seeLUcd Y. uite }I()::J.~iJ.,ie to cany 
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nut puuitire measures with a small column. For the mon1ent it wa! 

Ul·dded to im111ediately reinforce the garri::~on of Toe hi with one battalion 
of native infantry, and to move an additional regiment to Bannu. The 
f•Jil<JWing moves wne ther·efore ordered: -33rd Punjab Infantry, 
hom llannu to Tochi Valley; 3rd Sikhs, from Kohat and the 14th 

Sikhs hom Ferozepore to llannu; 2nd Punjab Infantry, .from Aubotta· 

bad to Kohat. 

Withir1 twenty-four hours of the receipt of the first intelligence 

the fulluwing further particulars ar'l'iVI.ld r~garding the disaster:-
1\h. Gee, the Political Officer·, with bis e,;cort, ar1·ived at Maizar as al
ready stated on the morning of the lOth June, nothing having occurred 
on the road ft·om Datta Khel to excite suspicion regarding the attitude 

of the tl'ibe~m~n. lie was met at Mai1.ar by Sadda Khan, Malik of 
Sheranni, and other local headit..en, whose bening was quite friendly. 
The troops werll halted near the village, and Mr. Gee, with only the 

cavalry detachment (12 sabres), pr·oceeded to Datoi, a. few miles away, 

a\:cou1panied by some of the maliks. The visit was an uneventful one, 

and the party returned to Maizar. Sadda Khan had meanwhile provided 
food for all the British Officers and also for t~e Mussalman sepoys in 
the e8cort. This was partaken of, and such a show of hospitality threw 

the party off their guard, as even among .the Pathans ,the liv~s of 
gue~ts are usually lu~ld sacred for the time being. At 2 o'clock, just as 
the officers had finished their lunch, fire was opened upon them from the 
village towers, and all six were shot down, almost at once. At the same 

time a continuous fire from all sides was directed against the sepoys, 
some fi\'e hundred tribesmen joining in the attack. The position was 
apparently unsuitable for defence, and the troops began to retire over 
the hill$ in the direction of Sheranni. The number of their assailants 
rapiJl:· increased, and it was calculated that a thousand men were 
t'ngagt'd in the pursuit before the river bank wa~ reached opposite 
Sberanui. It wa~ cleal'ly established that the tribesmen had planned the 

attack Lt:furehand, as fresh parties appeared from the hills uetween 
~het-anni and Datta Khcl. The troops did not reach the latter post 
untilll u'dock at night. Their mardt was necessarily a slow one, as a 

running tight had to ue maintained for fvur ruiles, and they were en
cumbet·ed with their dead and wounded. Nine rifles only were lost, 
\llaidl ~t,ukc wdl fur the scpoys. 'l'l1e Waziris were said to have lust 
taiuety killed ami a cou~idl'rable nuwkt· wuuuded. Awoug tl1e fol'lllt!l' 
wen: fvur wullaho and a walik. It wali asatitib~:tut·y to l~:arn that the 
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woun{led Officers and men were on the whole doing well. Lieutenant 
Higginson wass everely wounded in the left arm ; Lieutenant St>ton· 
Browne had a flesh wound in the thigh ; Surgeon-Captain Cassidy was 
hitin the knee. 

Later information received at Army Bead-Quarters from the Tochl 
fully confirm~~ the first estimate of the behaviour of the troop~ in the 
affair at :Ma.izar. It appeared that Lieutenant-Colonel Bunny, though 
mortally wound~Jd almost immediately the tribesmen opened firl.l, man· 
aged to issue orders under which the retirement from the neighlJour
hood of the towers and walls of the village wa~ efftJcted. The men had 
to fall back two miles as no dtJfensive position offered, but thereafter 
they quite htJld thtJir own againt~t the attack. Shortness of ammuni· 
tion alone compelled further retirement, but this was made without 
disorder. Not only 110, but. when reinforced by the two companies from 

Datta Khel, bringing up more ammunition, the troops faced about and 
shelled Sheranni village. 

Thus, from a number of separate reports, a. fairly complete idea of 
the circumstances of the disaster was now ohtainable, but the following 
simple, str-aightforward ._:'\ccount of the affair from one of the few sur
vivors of the little party of Officers presented the events in a more con
nected form and in a. clearer light:-

r c: 
"The recent attack on the military escort which accompanied Mr. 

Gee, Political Officer, Tochi, to Sheranni and Maizar wa11 the work of 
the .Madda Khel section of the 'L"tmanzai Darwesh Khels. The Madda. 
Khds occupy the Tochi Valley from Sbtrann4 nine miles above Datta 
Kht!

1 
up to the Amir's boundary, and a portion of them who were not, 

as a tribe, concerned in the attack live in the Kazha, which is a northern 

tributary of the Tochi. Sheranni and Maizar are on the main Tochi 

route from Birmal hr Ghazni to Bannu, and the tribe is under agree
ruent to keep this road open, Maizar, which is the name given to a col· 
lection of villages at the mouth of the Shawal Algad, eleven miles from 
Datta Khel Camp, had already been fixed on as the site of the mot~t 

wt.>stcdy l~vy post in the Tochi, and it was mainly fur the purpose of 
finally sdec.:ting the site for this post that the Political Otliecr vro· 
ceeJeJ tht're on this occasion. lle had also arranged to meet all the 
::Madlh Khd maliks of the Tochi there, to discuss the question of the 
distribution of a fine whh:h was outstanding abrain8t the trilJe. 

"The escort consLst.:J of 200 rifles l:>t Sikhs, Lieuknant-Colont>l 
tunny in colllmanJ, with Li.:ukuant llig:;iu:;on, 100 rille:> l:~t Punjab 
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InFantry unrlcr Lieutenant Seton-Browne, four guns No. 6 Bombay 
Mountain Battery under Captain Browne, R.A., with Lieut~nant Cruick· 
shank, and 12 saures 1st Punjab Cavalry, and Surgeon-Captain Cassidy, 
ll!t·dical Oflicer. The escot·t marched from camp Datta Khel at 5 A.M., 

and after halting twice on the road reached Maizar at 9-30. :Maizar 
consibts of a numLer of cultivated terraces gradually sloping down to 
the Shawal Algad, and the men were halted on the highest terrace at 

an open space under some trees not far from a kot belonging to the 
Drepilari section of the Madda Khels. This spot was pointed out by 
the maliks themselves as the best place to camp, as there was plenty of 
room, and water was aYailable near. The guns were placed close to a 
garden wall in a field clear of the trees. The approach to this camping 
gt·ound is over a small kotal and down a narrow lane through fields 
hounded by low stone walls. The lane runs straight from the kotal to 
the camping ground, which is close to a threshing-floor and then curves 

round to the north to the kot. :The men were ordered to keep their 

arms with them and not to pile them. All necessary precautions were 
taken-guat·ds, pickets and sentries placed where considered necessa1y, 

As soon as this was settled ll!r. Gee and Captajn B1·owne, R.A., taking 
the so wars, 1st Punjab Cavalry, and accompanied by some of the rualiks, 
visited Datoi, which lies a few miles further on in the Toch~ while those 
left behind made themselves comfortable unaer the trees .• 

11 The Political Officer retumed about 12 o'clock; the question of 
the fine was said by the n1aliks to have been settled amicably ; food was 
pt·ovided by the leading maliks for all the 1\Iussalman sepoys, and there 
was not thl' ~lightest suspicion of unfriendliness on the part of the tribes
wen. Aftft' lunch, about 2 P.M., Colonel Bunny ordered the pipers ~o 
play for the villagers to listen to, and they played one tune. Just as 
they bt>gan another·, a man was seen waving a di'll~n sword on a tower 

in the Drepilari kot, and the villager~ suddenly cleared off towards the 
\'illage. A single shot was tired, appar·ently as a signal, and a fusillade 
at once commenced, directed at the British Officers, who were together 
under a tree, and Sikhs. ·This was taken up on all sides, the sepoys in 
the meantime falling in at once and taking up .positions. Lieutenant 
Scton-Bt·uwne was hit in the leg at the second or third shot, and Colonel 
Bunny was mortally wounded almost immediately after. The guns 
then opened firli and did great execution among a party of men who 
attA·mptcd w ru~;h them, but as they Wt!re in an expo,;ed position the 

two lkiti .. h Utliccts atl'unlcd an ta~~y mark fur the wen in thll ba[Jh. 
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01ptain Browne was hit at about the fifth ~hot and Lit•ll!t'JU\IIt 
Cruil'kshank ~hot dead ahuol!t din>ctly aft!.'t', ThiN was all within fiw 

minutes of the fit-llt shot, and as tl1e enemy's fire did not slal'k~n, and 

the guns had expended their ammunition, a tnoJvement was madll 
baek towardll the kotal, the guns limbering up and going first up 
the lant1. 

"As the Infantry retired, the Waziris carne out in great numbers 
from all sides, but a. stand was made round the corner of the bayh to 

.allow the wounded men to retire. In the meantime Lieutenant Higgin
son was shot through the arm and Sm·geon-Cavtaiu Casllidy in the knee. 
The Waziris were, however, successfully held in check by a mixed varty 
of l~t Sikhs and bt Punjab lnbntl')\ and the latter retired up to the kotal 
when every one was over. Successive positions wct·e taken up on the t>iX 
ridges which·stretch from Maizar to the plain above Sheranni, a. distance 
of a. bout two miles, and though the Waziris followed up in a mo~t deter
mined fasl1ion and occupied all available positions on the hill~ round, the 
retirement was orderly and time was given for all the wounded to get 
safely out on to the plain. Lieutenant Higginson was shot in the arm a 
second time while crossi"g the hills. 'fhe force eventually took up a good 
position about a mile from the last ridge about 5·30 P.M., and waited 
there until reinforcements (two companies of the bt Sikhs) with more 
ammunition ~nder Lieute1\ant deBrett, R.A., anived from Datta Khel. 
'fhe~e reinforcements covered nine miles in H hours and arrived at 
6-15 P. )(, 

"The tribesmen had been in the meanwhile kept thoroughly in 
check, and the guns Wel'e noW got to WOik again, and the heiglttli and 
the Yillage of Sheranni were shelled. Thill put an end to tl.1e hu~inl'~s, 
and no further opposition was met with. The Khiddat• Khels, whiJ live 
on the Toclli below• Shemnni, behaved well, bringing out water for tlte 
Sl'}'f>Yll and suvplying chart'O!JI for the wounded. The n:ar-guanl reach· 
cd camp at 12·3!) P.M. Colonel Bunny and <:avtain Browne uied on the 
road. One Subadar (1st P. 1.) and 22men were killed and :!5 WfJuruled. 
Nearly all these were Sikhs and not Mussah.11ans. The enemy are l'e• 

ported to Lave lost 90 killed and many wounded. 

"The causes of this treacherous attack are not at preHent clear, IJut 
all tht! circumstance:! point to its being premeditated. It ill known 
that some of the malik:~ were implicated, anJ 11ne or two of thl'lll were 
kill.:d. Unce the affair commenced it no U.oulJt became a ruatter of 
1 ghaz.a,' Lut it duc11 nvt apvear tlJat the ruullahll Lad Jlreviously worked 
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up tl1e trilJe~mcn. Tl1e fact that they attacked a par-ty who had just 
ca.tt'n food with t.hem-contrary to all PatL.an codes of honour-renders 

the watter additionally hard to explain.'' 

To complete the story the following roughly written notes of the 

adi•m at Maizar were received privately from Datta Khel :-

"The enemy held a nullah in front in great strength and bad lined 
the ''illage walls and a 10-foot high wall on the right, the latter with 
1•ichd lllal·ksmen. They also held the riHing ground and some huts 
on the left, and a tower in the rear. Our troops were rested on the 
ground l•.:tween. The 1st Sikhs and the l1:1t P. I, and all the Officers 
Wbl'e unotJr the tl'ees to the ltlft ft·ont near the nullah, and 60 to 70 
yards from the walls on the right. Pickets were out at the front and 
reat·, and the guns were unlimbered at the right rear 10 yat-ds from the 
10-foot wall. 1'he mules were unsaddled. At the set-off Captain 
lkuwne and Lieutenant Higginson Wt'l'e hit by the firllt volley and 
Colonel Bunny was struck shortly after while talking to Mr. Gee. 
Captain Brow~e and Lieutenant Ct·uickshank doubled to the guns and 
l'alJtain Browne was hit inuuediately by a mar5sman on the wall. The 
guns opened fire with case shot on the nullah. Lieutenant Cr·uick
l:!hauk was hit by a marksman ou the wall, but raised himseif up on one 
knee and Continued directing the fire Oil t,1e nullah tilt hit a second 
ti1~e and killed. The guns tired revl:!t·sed shrapnel whi:!n the case shot 

W<lll exhau~ted, aud were commencing colllmon llll\'illg exhausted shrap
nel, when ordtll'li wet·e receivt'd to retir·e. In limb(jr-ing up a. wheel a 
mule was ~hut, lmt Havildar Amardin nm back under fi1·e and picked up 
Loth wheel:>, 7;!lus. each, and sta1ted to rejoin the .Battery. lie wa11 
tShut dl'ad aud the wh(jell! were nut recovered. l'l:uickshank's ordedy 
}!i~ked U}J a guu weighing 2UUIL:.~. single-handed ood canied it to the 
gun mule. 'fhe mule wa::~ shut dead, so he canied it to the 1·elief mule. 
'l'hen he Wl'llt Lack aud brought in Litutenant ()ruickl!lumk'a body. 
Uue N.-U. U. of the llattery was hit by a '4[JO exprtss bullet. Surgeuu
l'aptain ()a..,;iJy wal! hit by a man in the tower. The llllimunitiun and 
lw:;}Jital mule~:~ st:uupedcd, so 410UO roundt~ of 111.-H. ammunition, tht: 
tidd lws}Jital, and thll Yetelinary stule~> fell into thll enemy's Landi!. 

'l'he tliemy also captun:d a hdiu whil:h they now tl<lllh from the top of 
a. hilL :Suu<Ldal' Narain l:)iugh, 1st l:iikh:;, conducted the l'eti.t·t'mtmt till 
tbt' arrival of Litutenant dc.Brdt who threw ~8 shtlls into Sheranni. 
Uut: ~:>!.dl till'u~:k a mosque, Lluwiug up tht:! mullal11 whu was wa\·iug 14 

bll.'l'U tiag, iutv ihc au.. All the LuJic~ Wt'lC t.ruught in by fl'ieuillic.s, . 
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Sikhs an\1 Pathans were alike mutilated. Mr. Gee rendered gwat 
assi~tance throughout and conveyed the order to the guns for the l'Ptire
ment, but escaped being hit. He lu\S it that over 100 of the enemy 
were killed, and their wound~J are reportecl to be dying daily." 

All was now known that could be known of the main incidents 
of the outrage, but as the details emerged, there was much to say of 
the gallantry shown by the troops. Colonel Bunny, though mortally 
wounded at tl1e outset, directed the retirement. Captain Browne, R.A., 
though faiut from loss of blood, owing to a severed artery, loohd 
carefully after the withdrawal of his guns. Lieutenant Cruickshank, 
ItA., after being shot down, staggered to his feet and fought llis 
guns until hit by a second bullet which killed him. As to the men 
with the section of the Battery, they were Sikhs and Punjabis, and 
their conduct was beyond praise. There were only sixteen shell::l for 
each of the two guns, and these were quickly expended as the tribes
men were within a hundred yards. In order to prevent a ru~h while 
the mules were being got ready the native gunners fired powder 
charges. It has alread~ beeq relateu how the gunners carried a gun 
and limber when the mules were wounded. Havildar-Major Mahomed 
J,ruail and Havildar Nehal Singh particularly distingui8hed them
selYes. The (nath·e dl'ivefs vied with the gunner'S in their gallant.ry. 
They assisted in carrying off tl1e wounded, and some of them even 
Legan coolly loading up spare mule:~ with the over-coats of the detach· 
meut in spite of the heavy fire, but Captain Browne ordered them to 
lead the mules away as the l'isk of ca~nalties was too great. One of the 
Salutris of the Battery, named Kewal, did his be~t to dress Capt1tin 
Browne's wound regardlt!ss of the enemy's approach. As to the In
fantry, Subadar Nirain Singh, M Sikhs, must come first on the li.~t 

not merely for personal gallantry, but for the military qualities he dis
played. No sooner had the attack begun than he recognized the iru· 
mense importance of saving the reserve ammunition (ten boxes, each 
containing {;00 round8), as he knew the St!poys had only twenty-two 
l'ounJ~ in their pouches. He to!J. off seven men to fetch the boxes, and 
theY sueceeded in carninrr six. back to the firing line. Thc~e were 
ope~1eJ and the packets. at :nee dk<triuuted among the two companies 
of tl1e rt!giment. Sepoy Shiv Singh made two juumeys for this am· 
muuitiun aud was twi~:e wounded. Naraiu Singh, a11 senior Native 
Offil"er, had the bunl~n of earrying out the detail~ of the J'ctire

lUt:Ut, under (•l'ucrs ksutd by Lituttuauts Higgin~un and Seton· Browne 
' 
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wltQ wct·e both suff~t·ing severely fl'Om their wound8. He did llis work 
aclmiml.lr. Suhadar Sundar Singh, 1st P. I., must be bf'a(;keted with 
Namin Singh. He, with his brother Subadar and Jamadar Sherzad, 

l8t Sikhs, formed up a party of sepoys to cover the retirement, and 
not a man hudged until the o1·der was given that they might fall back. 
The enemy closed ~·ith them, hand-to-hand fighting taking place, but 
the tr·iheRmen could not force their ~·ay through this small body of de· 
t.cnuined men. It was he1·e that the great majority of the -~ualties 
occurred. Sundar Singh was killed, sacl'ificing himself in ·order to give 
nwt·e time for the retirement to be effected. He was a. young officer, 
having entered the ser·vice in 1883. Jamadar Sherzad surely earned the 
Victoria Ct·oss if such a decoration were given to the Native .Army, 
lie first of all carried Lieutenant IIigginson away, then possessing him· 
self of a. t·ille he covet·ed by his fil'e a party of three men carrying 
Surgeon-Captain Cassidy to a place of compamtive safety, and finally he 
Rhared in the de~perate rear·guard fight. Subadar Nawab Khan, 1st 
Sikhs, was among the last to leave the ground. He was twice shot 
in the leg, but his- wounds did not interfere with his cool discharge of 
duty on the way to Datta Khel. Coming now to the rank and file the 
gallantry shown was so universal that it is diilicult to single men out. 
Chief among those who distinguished themselves were L<tnce-Naik Ishar 
Singh, 1st P. I., who killed several of the en001y with the f.tayonet, him
self escaping untouched; Bugler Bala Singh, who first assisted in sav. 
ing the reserve ammunition, then with a rifle taken ft·om a dead man 
doing some fighting and afterwards distributing packets of cartridges 

among the sepoys whose supply was running out ; Sepoy .A.llayar Khan, 
ht P. 1., who cat'l'ied Lieutenaut Seton-Browne to the first defensive 
po~iLion taken up ; Llllce-Naik Assa Singh, 1st P. 1.1 who assisted the 
same oaicer when the enemy were pressing clos;ly upon the troops 
during the retirement; and last, but not least, Sepoy Nurdab, 1st P. I., 

who dt·ove off a party of tribesmen by shooting two of them at close 
quarters allll then with a few coiurades charging them with the bayonet. 
lie was L>cverdy wouuJ~d in the affray, 
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CIIA.PTER 11. 

THE OFFICIAL ACCOUNT. 

FI:tALLY there was the officirtl version of the affair, contained in the 
report of Mr. Gee, the Political Officer in Toclti, which may be given 

in full:-

:Maizar is the name gh·en to a group of Madda. Khel villages 
situated above the junction of the Shawal AI gad and the Toe hi, and not 
the name of one single village. It consists of a number of broad culti· 
vated termces sloping down to the stream, and is occupied by Drepilari, 
Khoji Khel, Ali Khan Khel and Macha sections of the Ger portion of 
the :Madda Khel tl'ibe. It lies two miles beyond the village of Shemnni, 
sud is about eleven miles distant from Datta Khel Camp. 

The main road to Birmal and Ghazni, which the tribe is under 
agreement to keep open, runs through it, and it forms part of that tract 
of the Upper Tochi in which a more extend~d influence was contemplat· 
ed as compared with th~hill tracts of Darwesh Khel country. As long 
ago as September 1896, I had visited Sheranni and Maizar with the view 
of examinin& possible site~ for the Sheranni levy post, and you hall 
concurred generally with me that the post should be somewhere lJe. 
tween Sheranni and :Maizar. 

My chief object in making the present visit was to select a final site 
for this post, l.l.\1 the building season was alrerldy far advanced and the 
sanctioned plan and estimate w~:te expected back from the Public Works 
Department, and, if possible, to establish a temporary post there for the 
Sheranni levies, wh~ since our occupation of Datta Khd have been kept 
close to camp. I bad a8ked Colonel Bunny to accompany me in order 
~hat be wight give me his advice in the final selection of the site, In 
1JlY letter, dated l&th June 18971 I have explained the circumstance con· 
nected with the realisation of the fine in Honda. Ham's case, and my 
iutentiun of discussing the details of dilltributil>D with all the malik~ 
concerned on ruy visili to Maizar. This was an additional rea8on for 
going up the valley, though the fact that I a.t~ked the Jil'ga to meet me 
at .Maizar "·as lllerdy due to my intentil{n to halt there as bting the 

lli08t connnient place. 

l:nder ordiuary circumstances, with the valley quite peaceful as we 
belieYed it tu l,e1 an t:b'.:vl't of sowaJ:~ and lllalikl! would luwe butli~;ed tu 
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, i~<it )1aimr·, a~ the l'i•atllics through open country, and the kotal above 
M aizar i~ visible from Datta Khel Camp. I asked Colonel Bunny if he 
would mind taking out the same number of men as were employed on 
my recent visit to the Kazha. That visit had an excellent effect on the 
Kazhawals, and aA I had not visited :Uaizar for some time, I was of 
opinion that the sight of a largt> esc01t would have a good effect there 
too, e~pecially in '·iew of the early commencement there of the levy post.. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bunny agreed to my proposal. 

The following is the detail of the escort tl1at accompanied me :-

200 rifles 1st Sikhs with Lieurenant-Colonel Bunny and Lieurenant 
Higginson. 

100 l'iHes 1st Punjab Infantry under Lieutenant Seton-Browne. 
2 gunR, No.6 Bombay Mountain Battery under Captain Browne, 

RA., and Lieutenant Cruickxhank, R.A. 
12 sabres 1st (P. A. V. 0.) Puujab Cavalry. 
Surgeon-Captain Call~idy, lst Sikhs. 
The 9th was o!'iginally fixed for the visit, but owing to rain it was 

postponed till .the lOth. Sadda Khan and Alambe had. been sent on 
one day in atlvance to make what preparation: were required and col
lect the local maliks for the purpose of discussing the distribution of 
the fine in Honda Ram's case. 

A start was made from Datta Khel at 5 A.M. and 11Iaizar was 
rPached at 9-30. I was accompanied from Datta Khel by Khan Baha· 
dur Ghulam Muhammad Khan, Assistant Political Officer, Maliks Nabbi 
Khan, Saoil and his son Dande and Khanadin of the Kazha, Shadam 
Khan, brother of .lllalik Sadda Khan, :Uozammil Khan, his nephew, at 
present officiating as Levy Jamadar, and Kotan Khan, Kabul Khel. 
At Ziatat village I was j(!ined by the Khiddar Khel, Maliks Saldlllin; 
Uul ~atui\~ Syad .Khan and Khan Wazir1 and ~t Sheranni by the 
Mathia Khd, Maliks Khan, Habib and Zer Makhmad. SadJ.a. Khau 
and AlarulJe were already at Maizar, and met rue there. 

Salida Khan showed me the place where he wanted the troops to 

<'amp and whertl a numkr of cljarpoy1 had been placed in readiness; 
Thi>~ W<lli under some trees on the topmost terrace, close to a threshing· 
floor and not far frum the Drepilari kot of Modai, a small malik. I 
blwwcd the }Jla..:e tu t.:uluncl Bunny aud the troops were halted there. 

I went on at oU\'e with must of the maliks who had cume with m~ 
and tl1e \'avau·y ~ ~ t(j in'}l\:d Datui 1Wd caUJe Lack l.dvl'e it wa~ 
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\"t'ry hot. Before going, howcvet', I and the Assistant Pulitil':tl Offil'l:'l' 

saw some !of the ~bir.at• 1\Ialika, and they were told with refen•nce to 
the fine in llouda Ram's ca~e that I would have them all up and di~· 

cu8s the matter on ruy retum. Sadda Khan and Alambe stayed in 
camp by my order. Captain Browne, R.A., and Lietthmant Higginson 
accompanied me towards Datoi and we retumed to camp at 11-30, 

when we all had breakfast. The people of the villages round at that 
time appeared perfectly friendly, and talked freely to the Pathan 
sepoyR. Everything required in the way of grass and wood had been 
supplied ; and aLuut midday food which had been cooked in one of the 
l\laizar kot1 was brought down fur the sepoys, and a special point was 
made of the British Ollicet·s partaking of some of it. I then nuule 
enquiries as to whl:!ther tho local Jirga which had been sitting umlet• 
some trees neat· for some time, were ready to come and see me, and I 
was tohl by the As~istant Political Olficer tl~<tt they had come to an 
ami(•able agreement by themsdves and that all that was neces&'tl'Y wa~ 
that they Hhould come up later and tm~ke a formal statement before 
me. This was what Malik SaJda. Khan had led Ghubm Muhammad 
Khan to believe ; but if~ the evidence available is to be tru~ted, Sadd;~ 
Khan's statement was a deliberate lie, for at that very time the Maizar· 
wals had refused, as they had the day before, to be bound by Sadda 
Khan's pt·op&sahl and tuu~ have been preparing for the outbreak. ll<td 
Sadda Khan given u~ the slightc~t information of this attitude on tho 
part of the Maizarwalt~, which he as well as the other Malhla Khcl 
Maliks, who had been there all day, mu~t have been perfectly well 
aware of, there would have been plenty of time to pn~pan~ fur an attack. 

The attack actually did nut take place till a little while aftct' this, 
about 2 ut., when we had jUJlt fiui~hed lunch, 

I was preparing to go round with Captain Browne and look at sites 
for the por~t. 

The piPI:!s Lad b~:gun to play at the request of the Malik::~ for 
the villa,;er:l to li.lltdn tv, aml th~: ~~poyd awl uul'~clvcd Wcl'e ~catcd 
uud~:r th~:: tn:e;~, 'l'hc )!ipc:l )!layd unt: tune and had ju~t ColliJJJt:nct:d 
a sccvnd, when suddenly all tlu: villagers dcan:d otf tuwanL! the 
lhepilari ku&. It wa:~ seen that ~owt:thing Wad wrung, and the order to 

f;Jl iu Wa.iJ given, OUt at thc l!<IWt: lllVWCIIt a :ligna! ijJwt Wad fin:d w!Jid1 
Wa.i fl,llvwcJ loy an in~gular \·vllq appan:ntly ai.wcJ at the Ollicel':l 
tu~Jct' tlu: U·ec, Licutcllilllt ::ittvU-.l.:l'VWill,: Wa.i hit lU the thigh at tilt: 
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~<Pcond ut· third !shot, and Surg~:on-Captain Cassidy carried l1im to a place 
,,f co111pamti\'e safety by a small Musa stack and tied up his wound. 
(\olonel Dunny and myself had meanwhile gone towards the trees where 
the nu•n were, but the Colonel was mortally wounded in the stmuach 
just as be got there, and Lieut-enant Higginson was shot in the left 
llt·m almo~t at the same minute. The firing had now become geneml 
from all the kola round. 

The guns then opened fire with ease and did great execution among 
a Lolly of men who had come out IJf the Drepilari kot and attempted to 
charge them, As they were not protected by any coYer, the two R(lyal 
Attill~ry Officers atfot·ded an easy mark for the men who were shooting 
from towers round, and Captain Browne was hit in the arm at alJOut 
'the fifth round from the Battt>ry, and Lieutenant Cruickshank was Rhot 
''l•ry soon afte•·, first in the arm and then in the chest, the secoml wound 
l•l'ing fatal. It is much to be reg1·ett.ed that no medicat'aid was available 
fnr Captain Browne. The bullet had severed the artet·y, and had a propel' 
tourniquet been applied, his life would have been s..wed, but Surgeon
Olptain Ca.'><iidy was shot in the knee while going towards the kotal and 
could gh·e no assistance. 

After about fh·e minutes from the commencement of the attack, the 
guns having expended all their ammunition ~im1ered up,' and Colonel 

lhmny gave orde~·s fot• a genet-a! rdirement towards the kotal This 
was effected along the lane which h:td low walls on either side of it. As 
far Ul'l the kvtal we were exposed to fire on both sides and pl'actically 
all the c:~.~ualties occurred before the kotal was read1ed. 

A fine stand was made at the corner of the g-arden by the lane, with 
the r·e~ult that the Batten· and the wounded men were all safely over 
the kotal lefure the po;ition was evacuated. It • was here that the 

gl't'atest kl&l in men orcuned, including Subadar Sundar Singh, ht 
l'unjab Infantry, and many indi\·idual ads of g-allautry were pel'forrned 
whid1 will be duly lmmght to the notice of Government by the Officer 
(\ommauding Tuchi Yalley. The retirement was then <'untinued across 
tlw :;ix t·itlgt"s which extt·nd ft·om the kotal above Maizar to the sloping 
}•lain above Sheranni, whkh is a put of the Ttiil'ai plain. A position 
Wa:i takt:n up on each t·iJge in succe&>ion, and the retil·ement was con
dudt"d in au vt·Jl'l'l,v matmt'r, time being gin~n fut' all the wounded to 
J.:d AAft'l~· out on tht> plain, a di~tance vf about two miles. Dit-edlr :Uaizar 
itbdf WaM crao:uah·tl thl· tt·il.ol:~lucllcallle l•ll inlat·ge l!Ulul...:r~, wl;kh were 
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constantly heing increMed by reinforct:ments f1·om every village rouml 
including Sheranni. They followed up the force closely and pl'l'lli:;tently 
and also occupied all the height:~ they could along the line of l'l:~tirement. 

They were unaule to do much damage owing to the steady bduwiuur of 
the rear-guard, and they mu:>t have lotit a good many men themselves. 

Lieutt?nant Higginson bad the mi~furtune to be shot again in the left 

arm while crossing the hill~. 

The force enmtually took up a good position about a mile froln the 
last ridge at 5-30 P.ll., and waited there fur rllinfurcl)mcnts fnllll Datta 

Khel, whid1 anived at G-15 P.M., under Lieutt>nant deBrctt, R.A. 
Some sowal'll of the ]:>t Punjab Cavalry l1ad bt!en de~patched all soon as 

po;>.;;ilJle to fetch them aml warn the camp. These reinforcements cover·. 
ed a distance of nine miles in one-and-half hom·s. T11ey con~isted of 
two companies of the lMt Sikhs and exh-a gun and rifle ammunition. 

The tribesmen me.:1.nwhile, whose numbllrs had probably increasecl 

to wdl over 1,000, had been kept thoroughly in check, and as soon as 
the gun was got to work (the second gun l1ad lo:'!t its wl1eels) the gather· 
ing began to disper:3e. 'Ihe heights all rounc~ which had been cwwded 
with men, were shclltJd, and then She1·.\nni nllage, from which I had 

mysdf st>en hrge parties i(suing to intercept our retirement. T11is wa~ 
continuecl until I receind a me;;;;age from Khan llal1adur Ghulam ~lu· 

haunned Kl1an who had escaped riti the T·,chi with a few malik>~, tu the 
etft'Ct that he had arrin:d clu~>e to the l·illage and was in danger uf 

king hit. 

No further oppo~itivn was met with. T11e Khiddar Khels of Ziarat 
Yillage [,'ll.Ye us grtat a.ssititance in bringing out water fur the men and 
charpuys fur the wounded, and though a ftw of then1 undoubtedly juin· 
ed the ~IadJa KLd~, the rualiks, who ltad gone stmight Lack from 
l\faizar "·hen the attack b~:gan, wel'll entirdy t~ucccs:sful in Jm:reuting 
the triLe from j•Jiuing. 

Captain Browne, RA., had by thi~ time dil!d from loss uf blood, and 

Cvluncl Bunny diJ nut live to reach tamp. Tlte rear-guard reached 
camp a.t 12-30 P.ll. Khan :&hadur Ghularu ::\Iuhalluuad Khan al~o 

came in the same ni;;ht. 

It appot:ar'll that wh~n tltt! outlJr~a.k occurl't'd, Sadda Khan haJ 
j'.l>~t ~'VIlli: vn:J' t•J Liw fruw tht: Ji,:;a with ~vtan Khan aud ~tatllil that 
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the fine had Leen arranged for and would be paid up in five days, and 
almost directly aftet·wards the firing began. Ghulam Muhammad 
Khan had just gone down to a lower terrace to perform his ablutions, 
and he was at once joined by Nabbi Khan, Khangai Macha, Alimad 
Madda Khel, W adin Saidgi and the Khiddar Khel levies and Border 
Police. His m1mshi and clerk were also with him. This party was 
afterwat·ds joined at different times by Sadda Khan, Shadam Khan, 
Dande his brother, Khan Habib, Zerin and :Mazammil Khan, and they 
went down the Shawal Algad to the Tochi and took refuge on the 
other side of the Tochi in Tarmori Kila, the inhabitants of which were 
just preparing to join the fight. From there Sadda Khan was despatch· 
ed to Sheranni to keep the people quiet, and he returned after two hours 
saying he had dispersed the lashkar and the road was clear. Nothing 
could have been further from the truth. In consequence of what he 
stated, Ghulam :Muham111ad Khan started down the Tochi, and, as 
already stated, arrived at Sheranni when it was being shelled. Mozam· 
mil Khan and Alam Shah, the l'lfadda Khel Daffadar of Kazha, were 
the only Ger M:adda Khels who came on with the Assistant Political 
Officer to camp. 

The next day I called the Khiddar Khel :M:aliks in and asked them 
to arrange to bring in t!1e dead, and this they eventually did with the 
assistance of Kotan Khan, Kabul Khel, and !'think great tredit is due 
to them for the pel'formance of this service, especially as the bodies 
"'ere much mutilated, 111ussalmans and Sikhs alike. 

The following is the list of casualties on our side:-
Three British Officers killed. Three British Officers wounded. 

Nath'e ranks killed-
One Subadar and &even men of the 1st Punjab Infantry. 
Twelve men and a Kahar of lst Sikhs. • 
One Ha.vildar and one driver, No.6 Bombay Mountain Battery, 

It is a signifiC'ant fact that of the above totall7 were Sikhs, though 
the force was composed of neatly an equal number of Sikhs and 1\Iussa.l
mans. 

Wounded-
1st Punjab Infantry-Tw.o men severely, two men slightly. 
lst Punjab Cavalry-One man slightly. 
1st Sikhs-Twelve men severely, one mule-driver da.ngerou~ly, 

dgl1t men ~:~lightly. 
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No. 6 Bombay Mountain Battery-Two men sew~rely, one man 
slightly, one Kahar slightly. 

The Waziri loss in killed has been put at 100 by the maliks, from 
whom enquiries have been made, and as it is probable that a good many 
have died since of their wounds probably a total of 100 is not very wide 

of the mark. 

This is also the opinion of Native Officers who had the best means 
of judging. A large number (some 30 or 40) are said to have been killed 
outside the Drepilari kot by the case shot, and very nearly as many were 
killed at the corner of the garden wl1ere the stand was made. All 
along the line of retirement the t1il>esmen pressed close, and a. number 

of them were shot down. 
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Cl/A f'TEn Ill. 

TnE REWARDS FUR THE :MAIZAR ACTTO!f. 

The narr-ative of the Maizar oub-age cannot properly l)e closed 

without mention of the rewards grnnted ro those who had taken part 
in the action counec~d with the outbreak. 

The military reports received from Lieut{'lnant-Ollonel Gray regard· 
ing the Maizar affair were puu]i::;hed as deRpatches. The Commander· 

in-C11ief placed on record his appreciation of the het•oic conduct of 
Otlkers and men, and declared that "the M:tion was a. deed of anus 

st•cond to none in the annals vf the British Army." The Government 

of India. '' most heartily endm-sed this \'iew." 

The two surviving Bl'itish Otlicers who wet·e present at Maizar, 

Lieutenant A. J. M. Higginson, 1st Sikhs, and Lieutenant C. L. S. Seton· 
Browne, lst Punjab Infantry, both of whom were severely wound~d, 
were reconuuendt-d fur ~he Distinguished s~n·ic, Order.* 

With regard to l\Ir. Gee, Colon~! Grny, in his report on the ~Iaizar 
affair, thus referred to the Political Officer wl.ose escort wv.s attack~d : 

"Though it is not my business to r~port on ci\·il officers, it would 
be unjust to omit mentioning that J\Ir. Gee's exertions and prt:!ence of 
mind were of great value in the help he rendered during the retire

ment and in sending to call up the reinforcements." 

On the t·ecommendation of General Corrie Bird, support~d by the 
C'ommandt'l·-iu-Chief, the three principal Native Officers with the tt·oops 
en;:agetl in the Maizar affair were given the Ordoc of Merit at once 
as a reward fut' their g-allantry. Subadar Sundar Singh, 1st Punjab 
It.Cautry, who was kill~d, was also gaz~tted t.o the Ord~r uf Merit, so as 
t•• ... na!.le hi~ widc•w to draw a larger pension. Subadar Narayan Singh, 
ht Sikhs, whose roulness and gallantry were so noticeable was admitted 
to the Onll·t· (•f Briti:,h India., with the tit!~ of Bahadur; 23 Non
C'onuui,;.,iun~J Others and men were gin·n the Order of .:'!Ierit; Jhanda 
Singh, Co\)k of the bt Sikl1s, was al~o admitted to the Order of :llel'it, 
though a non-cumlx1tant, for haYing canicd off a box d ammunition 

• Ut·tolt-nat.t lli~:;:in>on <lid n••l li.-e t<~ recth·e this award, &r.d Surgeou-Cilptaill 
c...,_-idy s-1 .Ur..'lldy oUCCUtlllH..J lo Lis woulld, 
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under heavy fire. The widows of eight men killed were admitted to a 
pension of the 3rd class of the Order of Metit. Later on there was 
published in the Gazette oflndia a. full list of rewards for the Non
Commissioned Officers and men. This list will be found among the 
appendices. 

There is only one more fact to chronicle. An i~pression gained 
ground, when the news ol the outrage was first published, that the 
Madda Khel had singled out the Sikhs for attack and that the Maho· 
medan sepoys escaped lightly. This was altogether erroneous. No 
such distinction was made, and indeed in the ruclt\e it would have been 
impossible. lt is sufficient to mention that of five men of theIst 
Sikhs killed in the splendid defence at the garden wall three were 
:Mahomedans and that both Sikh and Mahomedan bodies were after
wards found mutilated in the horrible manner peculiar to the frontier 
tribes. 
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CliAPTER IV. 

THE PUNITIVE EXPEDITION. 

As it appeared imperative to punish without delay the vil· 
!ages of :Maizar and Sheranni, which were immediately concerned 
in the treacherous attack on the Political Officer's escort, the Govern· 
ment of India arranged within the next two or three weeks for a 
punitive column to move into the offending country from Datta Khel. 

The expeditionary force consisted of two Brigades. 'Major-General 
G. Corrie Bird, then commanding the Punjab Frontier Force, was given 
the chief command, and the principal members of his staft' were as fol· 
lows:-Assistant Adjutant-General, Major J. Willcocks, D. A. A. G. 
at Nagpore ; Assistant Quarterma,ster-General, Lieutenant-Colonel J. E. 
Nixon, 18th Bengal Lancers ; Ordnance Officer, Major C. H. Wilson, 
RA.; Intellig~nce Officers, Major G. V. Kemball and Lieutenant G. K. 
Cockeri!l of the Intelligence Branch at Army Headquarters ; Superin· 
tendent, Army Signalling, Captain G. W. Ra"~ins, 12th B. C. ; Field 
Engineer, :Major I. Digl1y, Madras: Assistant Field Engineers, Captain 
A. L. Schreiber and Lieutenant W. D. Wagho91 ;·Principal s:;ommissariat 
Ofllcer, 'Major G. Wingate, Pt'shawar; Transpott Officers, Vetetinary· 
Mil.jor G. J. R. R;~yment and Captain H. James, :Mian Mir; Provost 
Marshal, Captain P. :Malcolm, 4th Gurkhas; Principal Medical Officer, 
Surgeon-Colonel R. H. Carew. 

The two Brigades were composed as follows :-

1 Bt Rrigade : Colonel C. C. Egerton, Corps of Guides, Commanding; 
D. A. A.-G., Captain H. B. B. W atkis, then at Army Headquarters ; 
D. A. Q.-!11.-G., Major F. Wintour, Allahabad ; Commissariat Officer, 
Lieutenant E. A. R. Howell, Sialkot. Troops :-The Peshawar Mountain 
Buttery, the Argyll and Suthet·land Highlanders, the lst Sikhs, the 
1st Punjab Infantry, and the 33rd Punjab Infantry. 

211d Brig~de: Brigadier-General W. P. Symons, Sirhind District, 
Commanding; D. A. A.-G., Captain J. MacN. Waltt>r, Devon8bire 
Pu•giment, then on the Staff at Lucknow ; D. A. Q.-M.-G., Major M. H. 
S. Gt·o\'er, then D. A. Q.-M.-G., Punjab Curnmand. Troops :-No.6 
(Bombay) .!\fountain Battery (4 gun~), the 3rd Battalion Ritle Brigade, 
the 14th Sikhs, and the 2:Jth Punjab Infantry. The two squaru·ous of the 
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1st Punjab Cavah·y already in the T11chi V~lley all(\ No.2 Company 
Bt'ngal Sappers allll Miners were al~o ordered to form part of the expe· 
ditiouary force. 

Fuller details of General Corrie Bird's staff and of the staff8 of the 
two Bl'igade3, as wdl as of the compol!ition of the force, are added in 
an appendix. 

Full political power was vested in Major-General G. Corrie Bird 
during the operations in the Tochi Valley. Mr. Gee was appointed 
Chief Political Officer attached to the General, while Mr. Lorimer and 

Mr. Kettlewell were Assistant Political Offi.cers, each attached to a 
Brigade. A proclamation was at once issued notifying to the tribes
men in and about the Tochi Valley the reason for the expedition. 

While the concentration of the Tochi Field Force wag yet in pro· 
gress, speculation was rife as to the nature and strength of the opposi
tion which our troops would be likely to encounter at and beyon<l Datta 
Khel. News recdved'from native sources mentioned that a gathering of 

tribe~men in strength was contemplated at Shetanni and Maizar. The 

:Ma}Jsud Wazitis, ·who \ere then lying to the south, were ~aid to be send
ing a contingent to join the Madda ~he!, while another tribal force was 
reported to be moving from Birmal in Afghan terri~ory. As against thi~, 
the DarweslfKhel in the rpper Tochi Valley were certainly not unani
mous at that time in the matter of further hostilities : the Khidd,tr 
Khel sub-section l1ad brought in the bodies of some sepoys killed in the 
retirement from Maizar, and their headmen were holding alorJf from the 
:Madda. Khel. It seemed improlJalJle abo that the tribesmen of Birmal, 
who are subjects of the Amir of Kabul, would cross into British terri· 
tory. It was quite likely, however, that re~tle~s spirits among the 
l\fahsud Waziris would join their kin~men in Toclli. Later news from 
the W aziristan direction stated that the Khitlrlar Kh~l and the Sa(lgis 
fnnn Binnal were helping the l\Iaizarwals to remove their good~ into 
.Afgkm territory, thucl giving the trihe~men a free l1antl for fig-hting. 
The latter, however, showed no de~ire to a~surne the (lffeu~ive again~t 

the Datta Khel pobt, 

At this early period there appeared upon the scene a figure of Rr,me 

note-<~ur uld acquaintance the l\lullah Powindah-wli!J~e monment~ 
thenctfvrth became a matter of Cli!l~id.,ralJit> intere~t to our Intelligence 
Dt:partment in Tocl1i. T11e tactics vf the l\Iullah up to tlJC tillle of t!Je preli• 
ruiLarycvnc-::nttativu vf our trouJ.-;at B.tllUU wd'e lt•JWc\'cl'l•f a killd wl.idl 
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t;l1nwrd that hiR influence on'r the Mah8nd War.ids as a hody was not as 
great a8 three years pl'eviously. He at first tried to imluce the tribesmen 
to send a contingent to help the Ma.dda Khel, but there was such a faint 
re~pon~e to his appeal that he promptly changed his ground and wrote 
in to our Political Officers in the Tochi offering to mediate between the 
Government and the people of Maizar and Sheranni. This step was, of 
course, taken by him in order to increase his prestige in Waziristan and 
the adjacent country : it was a clever move, but the Government could 

not recogniRe his position in any way. The llfadda Khel are a section of 
the Darwesh Khel Wa:dris, and with the latter the Mullah had nothing 
whatevet· to do. He had, in fact., no status, and it would llave been 
mnHt unwi~e to have any dealings with him. As a possible enemy he 
lntd to he watched : as a friendly mediator he was put aside. Media
tion was not called for. The :Madil.a Khel had deliberately planned the 
attack on Colonel Bunny's detachment and had carried it out in the 
most treacherous way. Their offence was clearly defined and their pun
blnuent needed to be exemplary. A tribal rising of the ordinary kind, 
or a mid upon·an outpost, is not of material consequence in the border
land. Such di~turhauces are more or less expected whenever our troops 

occupy poRitions beyond the otd frontier line. 2ut the Maizar affair was 
of an entirely different complexion, for it involved a breach of hospitality 
anu ('ould only hav~ been successful by cun~ingly contd~ed treachery. 
The Mullah Powindah himself was said to have denounced its trencher· 
ous charact{'t', but probably if he did so at all he only did it when l1e 
fouml that the 11Iahsuds would not obey his summons to raise a force 
t.o hl'lp the Madda Khel. . 

From all that could he learnt it seemed that the great majority of 
the )larwesh Klu:l, nmny of whom ht'ld lands in British tenitory, were 
aH little diRposl:'d as the 'Mah8uds to commit themselves to hostilities. 
Lt·~t, howen·r, in \'iew of thest! facts and in the light of subsequent 
Hents it .. lwuld he thought that the Field Force was too large fur. the 
Wol'k ltdoi'e it, it may Le at once said tlwt the Government of India were 
11nxious llot to !lid the whole li-on tier fl'om Run-am to the Gurual in a. 
l•laze by sending up a small force which would invite attack, and it was 
expt•d.t•d that large military preparations would ha\·e the erfect of check· 
ing the fanaticism of any claus who might be hesitating whethtor 
thl'Y should join the makontents in the Upper Tochi Valley. It wa.s 
known that the Madda. Khd ngaiujjt whom the Toclti Field Force 

\Wt·e about to move, could mustet· only 1,200 fighting men, but it was 
impuo;:;iule to say with cet'taiuty that no othd' s~diun uf the Darwesh 
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and Mal1sud Waziris wou!J join them, and hence the necessity for 
being prepared for more than a mere promenade to Maizar, Sheranni 
and Datoi. The Dawaris also, who hold the greater part of the Toclli 
Valley, were known to be an ill-conditioned and fanatical lot, who 
might give trouble along the line of communications in case of any 
check to our troops beyond Datta Khel. The Kabul Khel of Birmal1 

who were saiJ to have made common cause with the Madda Khel, are a 
section of a big clan of the Utmanzai, anJ they were in a position to 
fight with the comfortable assurance of being able to get away whenever 
they had had enough, for Birmal is in Afghan territory and is only a 
day's journey from Sheranni. It was therefore impossible to fore· 
see that General Corrie Bird's force would find no enemy when the 
advance was made from D<~tta Khel. As had been proved at Wano, 
5,000 or 6,000 tribesmen can assemble so quickly, and their movements 
are made so secretly, that their presence is first announced by a rush 
of swordsmt>n on our pickets. W aziri tactics are, as a rule, based on 
surprise, and valleys which ruay have been empty of men in the morn
ing may swarm with thousands after nightfall. If opportunity offers 
fur sh·iking a sudden blow the' tribesmen do not generally hesitate to 
deliver an attack. Thertffair at Wano itself was but a repetition of that 
at Palosin in 1860, when our losses were 63 killed and 166 wounded, in 
addition to 60 casualties aruong the levies. Any force which moved up 
the Toclli Valley had to be" prepared for attack, not only from the south, 
but from the north also, for there was no guarantee that the tribesmen 
from the Kurram border to the Gumal would not suddenly be infected 
with a spirit of hostility. 

And now to follow the actual course of events. The concentration 
of the troops was carried out as rapidly as possible consistent with the 
collection of supplies and transport. Bannu being the Lase, Datta 
Kh~l was fix.ed upon as the advanced base from which the force would 
only have to advance about 13 miles to reach Maizar and Sheranni, 
and 6 miles further to reach Datoi (some tribesmen of which partici
pated in the ~aizar outrage). To ensure the saMy of Bannu itself and 
to keep the peace on the border the following additional moves were 
ordt'red :-200 sabres of the 3rd Punjab Cavalry and the whole of the 

3rd Sikhs from Kohat to Bannu ; the 2nd Punjab Infantry from Ab
bottabad to .KoLat, and 250 of the 4th Sikhs from Dera !~mail Khan 
to Jandoula, Sa.rwakai and HaiJ.ari Kach on the :Mahsud frontier. As 
a special pret>ilution again8t the eff~cts of the heat the British soldie!'s 
i.n the TV\:hi Field Fvrce were pro,·id~:d with sola torJeel! in lieu of 
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lwlmds and with sun glasses. It is probable that this thoughtfld 
measure saved many casualties that would otherwise have occurred 
frum sun~lruke and fever. 

The concentration at Bannu was of course uneventful, but the ad
vance to Datta Kht:l vici Saidgai, Idak and Boya was not made quite so 
serenely, ali shots were repeatedly fired into camp, a sentry being killed 
in this way at Datta Kht:l. , 

The Engineers en route from Bannu had rendered valuable service 
in cutting a good road, partly through solid rock, all the way to Boya, 
and ill constructing (in twelve days) a crib and trestle bridge, 600 feet 
wide, ovet• the Tochi Ri,•er at Boya. As a result the march to Datta 
Khel was accomplibhed with the minimum of difficulty, and the Field 
Foret~ was thllll witL.ia striking distance of the doomed villages. 
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CIJAI'TEil V. 

TBB WORK: OF DEilTRI:C'l'IOlf. 

WtrnorT a blow beit1g struck or a shot being fired, Sl1eranni was 
occupi~ by General Egerton's .Brigade of the TUt·hi Fidd Force t•n 
July 20th. General Bird and his Staff accompanied the Brigade. Th., 
rear-guard saw a Ludy estimated at about 500 men some 2 miles from 
the road who disap~Jt'Sred into the fuxther hills. 

On arrh·a at Sheranni the canlry reconnoitred the scene of the 
~Action at Maizar and found one man, who thrt:atened a dutfadar : he 

wM brought in prisoner. The carcases of five mult>s and h·o poni~ 
were seen lying where they ha.J bl;en shot down, and about five yard:~ 
from the wall of vne vf the kothu an ordnanct: p:~.~:k sa.Jdlu and one or 
two other articles of Government property werll found and brought in. 

Sheranni itself was quite d~:serttil. Its wood wall was torn duwn 
w serve for firewood Cur the trol•ps, as the hills in the vicinity were 
barren of ngeta.tion. There was a. certain qm\ntity of bhu1a, hulq 
and cluver,about in t~e villaj;e, and the fidJs around were fairly 
&1hauc...U in cultivatiun. .Aftex· the thu~a had been g~lhered and 
sutli.:ient wwJ au::uruuh\kd the d~~truction of th~: ,-illage wa.:~ begun. 

A f~w slwts lliUe fit·cd into camp that nigl1t by a l.and d aU.Jut 10 
to 20 w~:n, but no large body of the en~:ruy wa.:~ an)·wh~:re di,;cerni
blc. This aku.;:e vf vppu~itivn wa.:J variou~ly explained. The )ladt.L.. 

Khd triksllll:fi in a b...ody, with tht:ir {;\milie:;, w~:re rt:p••rt~ to have 

cl'•J...,;tJ the .Hghan frontit:r into Birrual, lt:aving only scuut.l to watch 
the app\•a.:h 1Jf Ci~:nex-al Cvnie Bird'd furee. .As Birmal ill a tract wl1ich 
u,ually yidd11 only amtli.:icut SU}'!Jli.:il fl·r its ordinary J>opulatiun, the 
}!V"itiun vf thti! l!aJJa KLd, if thi:~ rev...rt was true, threatt'ucd to k
cvme a very awkward one. In anothct· dirKtiun it wa11 l'efM'ted that 
the llullah PuwiuJah had ~elllblt:J 7/#J ~lahsud '\\aziri11 near Razani 
in the adj•Jiuing Khai;;vt·a Valley to the suuth, and that bill intention 

wail to atta.:k lk•ya or Datta Khd after the advance from thti! lattt:r 
r:~t to ~hcranni had ktn made. .As a prt:l-auti•,nary rueasure two 
CL•llif"'Dics ..-ere vrder~ frl•lli. lliran Shah to :S.•)·a. :S.:.ya i11 the p•~t 
on the line ruc~t expo:,stod to '\\ aziri taids, as a fair road i11 said to exist 
to it fr,Ill Khai,.:•ra, Lut it had ken strongly entrenched 1,,. the :Sap
J!t:N and wa:~ klic\~:<1 tow Uu}Jl"t:gua1lt: a;;ain.-;t any triwl ;,~tta~;k. 
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. - -·"'" n 
Wla•n all dt'f~n8ivl' Ar~ngt•nwnt<! had ht>en cCtm.pl~ted~~s l£'0 f!;)i'l rt t\.· 
tl111t tLt> llullah Powmdah had abandont>d hts mt~n~.f'f ah:'~~ 
our tl'tH>JlS in the Todli Yalle~·, and that his gatht>ring of !l~i' 
di"J~r8t'd. Every pr·ecaution, howeYer, was still taken at Datta Khel, 
Bt•ya, Idak, and )!iran Shah to guard against possible surpr!ses, while 
all conn)ys were strongly guarded. R.:ports from W ano showed that 
Sc•uthern Waziristan was quiet, and no deruonstration seemed likely to 

be made in that quarter; in fact the Mahsuds as a body had app&rently 

shrunk from committing theruselves to helping the )ladda Khel. Later 
news made it almost certain that the Mullah Powindah had returned 
to his own village in Waziristan, and it was further asrt>rtained that 
tlwre was no large gathering of )falJ~uds at Razmak. The To<'lli Field 

Force hatl therefore little prospect l'f getting any fighting worthy of the 
name, unlo.>ss !Mue totally unexpected tribal combination occurred. 

The night of th~> 25th of July witn~ssed the successful destruction 
of the lowers and fortified houses of Sheranni. The next da~ partieil 
from each corps went "out to :Maizar to destroy the f~rtified houses and 
t(1\\"t>t-s of the Yi!lages: The defenres nf Drepilari k,.>t Wl're destru~·ed 
\1y the Highlanders and Sappers. The towers wJt-e blown up, and after 
the tf<l<'!•S l.ad lt>ft, smoke was seen rising from tht> diroction of Drepi· 
lari, the result probably of some woodwor~ catching fi~e after the 
rxpl,)~i(lllS necessary to dt>moli,;h the towel':il. As a high wind was 

},J,Jwing, and the lcllt C('ntained a large quantity of bhu~t~, most of it 
was pl'ohahly burnt. The troops were again occupied on the 2ith of 
J ul~· in dt>~troying the kots in the !llaiz.lr settlement to the north of the 
,·illage of Dt·epilarL The 'l"illage itself, which caught fire, was alreadv 
pretty well desh·oyed. On the 2~th July the kots to the south of it 'We~ 
d('8tro~·ed, as also were thost' in the Yillage of Termor, which lav Sollie 

two miles up the stream of Sht>ranni on tlte left bank of the TochL 

With the exceplit)n of intermittent and inefft'ctual sniping, nrit'd. 
by small St.-izures of straggling camel:~ and dt)nkeys, there was nothing 
all this time to suggest the presence of an enemy in the neighbourhood, 

und thl' position e\'entually hl'l.'arue wry tiresome. Finally, on the 5th of 
A ugu8t, letters were Sl'llt tu all the l""adet"S of the Madd11. Khel;;, im·iting 
th.cm to come in undt>r safe C!llldut:t and hear what tht> tenns demanded 
l•y the Gownuuent wt>re. It was, of Clltll-se, wdl uudersh)tld t)t>ftll'f'hand 
tbat th•thin;: h-.-s than the surl"t!ndt>r (•f the ring-l.cadt'I'S aml the pa~·mt'nt 

uf hl'a,·y fitlt•$ l'OUld •·ell be t'X:\t'tffl b~· (ieneral Bir\l. Wu.:n fil'llt Slllll· 

Ull>tlt>J the maliks hun~ t~u:k aad appareutly l•la~:t',l Dtl rdiant>e on the • 
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~~nfe conduct promised them. Geneml Bird, however, utilized the !!'errice!l 
. of some of the headmen of tl1e neighbouring tribeiJ, and on he 16th of 

August three :Madda Khel ruali!ts came in.' The fv1lowing afternoon 
General Bird held a Dar bar at which some Kazha Khel and Tori Khel 
maliks were also present. It was announced that Government demanded 
the return' in good condition of the property which had been lost at 
:Maizar, the surrender of some 18 headmen, the payment. of a fine still 

· outstanding for the murder of a Hindu writer there, and a further fine 
of Rs.IO,OOO for the outrage. Ten days was given them in which to 
take the terms to the tribe and discuss them and to give an answer. The 

. Dal'bar did not last more than balf.an.honr, and the people were told 
that no diSCTission was to be permitted; they had been sent for merely 
to receive the orders of Government. 

On the 22nd of August the tribes were reported to be stni discuss· 
ing the terms imposed on them, and thereafter news from the 'I'ochi 
Valley became very scant and infrequent. On the 2nd of September 
there wp.s said to. be a probability that the sons of the Madda Khel 
maliks would come in that lay and give their answer to the terms 
imposed by the Goverwnent, but the expectation "was not realized. The 
same day a column, under the Hon'ble Montagu Curzon, consisting of 
the Rifle Brigade, the 1st Punjab Infantry, two guns, and a company of 
Sappers, matched to LmcJi Khel to make a rood along the right bank of 
the Tochi River to Datoi, and was fired at on anival and also at night 
when in camp. The next evening a belated reconnoitring party under 
.Major R 1\I. Maxwell, while returning to Miran Shah from towards the 
Khaisora Valley, was also fired at in the dark by parties from both sides 
of the river near the village of Argun ; but no mischief was doue. 

In this uneventful manner the Todd Valley punitiveoperations, for 
want of an enemy to punish, came to be generally regarded as at an end. 
The aspect of affail'll was not enlivened when, on the 14th of September, 
the Madda Khel dt.>finitely refused to aecept the terms offered them, for 
as they still carefully avoided a colliilion with our troops their contumacy 
only convertt'd a condition of perplrxity into an absolute deadlock. It 
,·as perhaps rather sanguine to upect. that at this stage any frontier 
tribe would agree to give up leaders whOtle execution was admittedly 
a fort> gone conclusion. Our troops meanwhile could do nothing. There 
,.a.s no enemy to fight and it did not seem in the least likely that there 
nPr wonld he one. Nevertheleils, the Go,·ernment of India decided to 
leave the Tochi Force in occupation fr)r a tirue with the general idea of 

, thl!it· cuutiuuing tv overawe the Wazirill. 
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At the end of 8~>ptembf"r the politi<'al situdion WAA much the same 

The :Madda Khel showed no signs of submitting to our terms, and 
·were still over the border. It was stated that the Amir had offered 
them land and water, but in Turkistan, and that they could not make 
up their mind whether or not to accept the offer. No doubt they h?ped 
by staying out to wear down the patience of Government, and so be re· 
admitted to their own lands on terms less se>ere than those already 

ddiberatdy imposed on them for their conduct. 

A month later-October the 29th to be exact-five headmen belong· 
lng to the rillages of Tormor, situated R.bout two miles above Sherann~ 

came in and surrendered themselves to General Bird. On the 31st of 
the month Khan Sahcb and three other Sheranni maliks came in, 
followed 8hortly afterwards by SadJa Khan and hiA brother Shadam, the 
hl'admen of the :MaddR. Khel tribe. It was decided to try them by a 
tribunal to be specially assembled for that purpose. , On the 14th. 
Ntwember General Bird received the submission of the whole of the 

:Madda. Khel tribe unconditionally, and among those who surrendered 
Wt'l'e four more of the se\·enteen men who were)demanded by name for 
their share in the affair at Maizar. A good many of the proscribed 

headmen, whose families took refuge in Afghan oterritory, were said 
tv Le experiencing a difficulty in getting awa)' from their a~ylun;t and in 
removing their families. Five of the pt·oscribed men for instance were 
ready to come in and surrender unconditionally on the 13th November, 
Lut during the night rt>ceived news that their families had been detained 
lwyond the border, and they naturally went off to obtain their release 
lwfure nurrend~ring to General Bird, which they had sworn on the 
Komn before thdr whole jirgalt to do. 

GenPral Corrie Bird proceeded to Datta Khel on the 15th November 

taking with him his prisoners and the Jirfi1lt. of friendly tribes, for the 
purpn~e of finally deciding the question of assessment and di8tribution 
of fines among tlw~e concerned, and of obtaining proper security for 
payment. The8e points were duly St>ttled, and it was understood that 
the trib~ as a whole would Le admitted back to its territon· at once. 
Tht! wotk assigned to the Tochi Fidd Force was accomplishe~ and the 
Tol'hi Yalley no h•nger f•)rm:d part of tl1e "di.:;turbed area." 

It ig hut fair to add here that though the force only experienl.'ed de
~ult .. ry oppositiun on the lJ&rt l•f the tnemy, it had to fight againot an 
Utll~<·althy "'t•a,;..•n in tho: hntt.-st time uf the year, aud against Jifficulti~-ij 



30 ) 

which only those who are nctually acquainted with the Tochi Vallt>y can 
properly appreciate. Moreover, the expedition l1as been productive of 
at least ~ne permanently useful result outside the scope of its strictly 
military purpose : a very large extent of country, the whole of it 
in fact that lies between the Tochi Valley and the Kurraru River at 
Tha~ has been accurately surveyed and mapped by Lieutenant Pirrie, 
the Survey Officer with the Tochi Force. The gazetteering and recon· 
naissance work was done by Major Kemball, who on one cll\Y reached 
the village of Eiland Khel, which is only some three mill!s from Thai. 

A special Gazette was sub~equently issued, containing a despatch in 
which the gallantry ?f Lieutenant de Brett, R.A., on June lJth, near 
Sheranni, was -warmly acknowledged. This officer, it appeared, in his 
keenness to keep his battery in continuous play, rammed the charge~:~ 

home in a mountain gun with a sepoy's rifle without sponging out be. 
tween the rounds-a most dangerous thing to do, 

• • • 
In order to preserve the continuity of what is to some extent a 

separate narrative, we' have carried events in the Toclli Valley unin· 
terruptedly from th~ :Ma.izar outr.tge in J Ulle to the submission of the 
castigated t,ibesruen in Povember; and have made no mention of the 
graver ·occurrences which were being enacted the greater part of this 
time in other territories on our frontier.· Thus, while General Corrie 
Bird's punitive force was engaged towards the end of July in destroy· 
ing Sheranni and Maizar, the Malakand position was being fiercely 
assailed by thousands of Swatis; and to this stirring period the story 
now reverts. 
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PART II. 

THE RISING IN THE SWAT VALLEY. 

CIIAI'TER I. 

TilE ATTACK ON TilE MA.LAJU.SD. 

As outbreak no less sudden than that in the Tuchi Valley, and in· 

finitely more serious in its extent and sustained ~erocit~·, began at the 
:Malakand on the 26th of July when our strategical position at the 
lll-!ad of tlte Pass was at~ked by about 2,000 tribesmen, iuostly belong· 
ing tu the Swat country. The assailants were fllr the moment driven 
ba~:k with great losses, but also not without a se,·ere loss to the g"<\rrison, 
une Briti~h Offict>r being killed imd four oth~t's wounded, in addition 
to sewral casualtit\,il in the native rank and filll. 

From all the information ultimately avanable it appeared that on 
the murnin~ of the day in questinn, which was a. 1\Ionday, news reached 
:Malakand that a disturbance had taken plactJ at Thana, a village a few 
miles to the not'lh-ea~t, oilpositll Chakdat'l\ t the outpost of our Malakand 
po~itiun) whet·e the suspension bridge crosses the Swat River, It did 
not tht'll seem that anything very serions had occurred, but later in 
the da)' further reports were rllet-ived to the etfe<:t that the "Mad 
Fakir," a mullah who h:tll g-ainlll much nototiety locally, had gathered 

~;ome hund1·eds of ttibesmen auout him and was bent upon rui:>chicf. 
In the crening the leries employed on the road to Chakdart~. came 

~ying into camp, their rt>port bting that the Swatis had risen til 

wmt, and that the ":\lad fakir," a mullah who had gained mud1 
uut\lriety h.<lllr, Wail tuai'~hing dvwu the Yalley with the intention of 
a.ttal'king !!Ialakand. Culund llt>iklejulm, Commanding the MalakanJ. 

Brigade, J ...... ·ided, after c~.msnltati\lll with :IIajor Deane, the Pvlitical 
Otlkt·r, to ~end out a column at 3 -'. M. in order to dispet·se the tribal 
gathering-. But the mullah and hi11 fvllowing antkipateJ this activn 
l'Y atta .. ·king the l'amp at half-pa.,.t ten u'dol'k at night, a mvot 
uuu~U<ll hvur f .. ,r l'atl.~<ms, wl.w usually wait uutil ju~t before dawn, 



At 0-45 P.M., while the tt·oops were all engaged preparing fot· their 
march at daybreak, a levy jemadar anived with the news that the "l\lad 
Fakir 11 and his force had passed Khar* and were advancing up the 
Buddhist and graded road11; and that the hillsides east of the camp were 
covered with Pathans. The alarm was at once sounded, all the pickets 

were doubled, and the regiments fell in on their alarm posts. Lieute· 
n~nt-Colonel McRae, who was commanding the 45th Sikhs, taking as 
many men as he could get together, at once doubled up to the point 
where the old Buddhist road reaches the top of the hill, aud arrived 
at the narrow gorge through which the Buddhist road passes, just in 
time to meet a mass of several hundred Pathans creeping silently up 
the road. In another few minutes they would have been in the camp. 
He gave them a very hot reception, holding this gorge for about 20 
minutes, and finally falling back, as the enemy took possession of 
ground commanding the gorge, to a very strong position completely 
barring the rqad, which he held the whole remaining time. Colonel 
McRae's prompt action and the stubborn resistance which he, aided 
by Major Taylor and hiil small party, offered to vastly superior num
bers, undoubtedly save,d the camp from being rushed on that side. 
As Colonel McRae f~U. back to the more ea~ily defensible position he 
was reinforced by Lieutenant Barff, and thenceforth that night they 
held in che~k immense tdd8, fighting unremittingly till daybreak. 
Major Taylor was woundt:ld in the side by a bullet early in the fight, and 
was carried away to hospital, knowing that he could not recover. 

In the centre and left of the camp, on the alarm sounding, Lieute· 
nant Climo, with a com'pany of the 24th Punjab Infantry had manned 
the walls of the bazaar commanding the approachet~ from the graded 
road and the gorge below it. Another company of 24th Punjab Infantry 
under Lieutenant Costello had manned the wall~ of the commissariat and 
hospital enclosures facing the gorge from the North Camp, and a third 
company of the same regiment supported the pickets on the left. 
The remainder of the regiment was held in reserve in their camp. 
No.5 Company Sappers and Miner~ had fallen in at the walls and 
abattis surrounding tlu:ir own camp. 

It was a pitch dark night, and at about 10-15 the first shot wa~ 
fired. The enemy madtJ a vigorous rush at the Abbott Road }Jicket and 
o\·erpowered it. Dashing through the opening thu~ made they gained . . 

• Th<r~ .re two> plare•, quit~ di.tiltct from each othtr, 110 llamt•1, and both eventually 
com~ iutu thr uarrutivt. Tlit Kluor 11uw rtltrrtd !.<> i• •ituakd un the ruaol lletw~tulbl~>· 
lw...t aw..ti.:LAJ..B. Tt.t u!.1cr h.llat ''"" ou tl.le uortheru wuliue• ul th~ ll•,lw..,.ud wuu• 
';Y· 
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th~> hig-h gr·otmd behind the S;tppers' lines and Rurrmmded theh· camp 
arul the curnmi~sariat godown. Cl)lonel Meiklejohn, with his D. A. A.-G., 
went at onee to the 2!th Punjab Infantry camp and ordered Lieute· 
nant-Culunel Lamb to bring up another company of this regiment to 
strengthen the Sapp~rs, and proceeded with them to the Sappers and 
Miner·s' camp. Lieutenant Climo's company was now also ordered into 
this encl<)sure, as the enemy were getting round his left flank and in his 
positiun he p:utially m1sked thtl fir·e which Lieutenant Costello could 
briug to bear on them. In these positions the troops remained all night. 

The enemy came on with great determination, charging the abattis 
def.:rHled by the :Ui!.dt·a.s Sa.ppers and .1\Iiuers over and over again. 
The corps behaved splendidly, driving their assailants back and hold· 
ing tlwit• owu manfully under a hailsturm of bullets and rocks shower· 
tlll on them from the rising gt•uund close in front of their abattis. 
Twic~, how~vet·, tht! ent!my gut tlu·ough, once taking possession of their 
quarter-guard, in which was all the ammunition of the corps and some 
spare l'iflt:s. In tt·yiuA' to check this chat·ge Lieutenant Watling was 

wounded hy a ghazi, who leapt the abattis, but !"hom he r·an through 
a~ he got in. The man struck him across the shoulder and neck first, 
but apparently with the back of his sword, and then as he fell cut 
him 11g<1iu above the heel. Sergeant Byme oftthiij company was killed 
het·e. Colonel Meiklejohn was at this time \\'akhing the defence on the 
south and south-east faces of the enclusure, to which place Lieutenant 
\\'atliug was cat'l'ied, and where llbjor Herbert, who had also been 
shot, was being attended to by Surgeon-Captain Lang~tou. Lieutenant· 
Coloud Lamb, commanding the 24th Punjab Infantt·y, was leaning' over 
M.ajor· llt.'rbert, asking him about his wound when he himself was struck 
Ly a \JUliet above the knee, shattel'ing the bone. Colonel .Meiklejohn, on 
hearing that the quarter-guard had been taken, at once decideJ that it 
must be l'etaken, and getting together 10 or· 15 mell' with Captain 
Holland and Lieutenant Climo, led them on to the attempt. A11 they 
got ncar they madll a. dash, Culond Meiklejohn leading. Alwoat imme· 
Jiatdy two Sappel's wet·e shot and fell at his feet, his orderly was cut 
down at his side and a Pathan struek hiru a.ct·o~3 the chest with the tlat 
of his swo!'d. This was r·eally the gallant Culunel's second escape, for 
the bullet which !lad wounded Majur Hel'bert had fir~t passed thl'ough 
Culond !lleiklcjohn's gaitt:r. Captain Hulland was shot hel'e, the bullllt 
pa~sing act·oss his ba.:k, guing under Loth slwuldi!l' Llade~ but mi11sing 
l1is ~ptnt.', lca\'ing fuur lwles. The t'eception that this party ~ot callst~d 
a b!ic;ht chl..,;k, Lut Culond !lldbJcjuhu, who Wi.loll nuw 11ta.uJing ahea.J ' 



( 34 ) 

alone, was immo\·ahle, shooting down liis a~sailants with his revolver ll!! 
they came for him. The check was only momentr4ry, and tile Bepoys1 
cheered on by Lieutenant Climo, dashed up to him and into tltt! gu;u•d1 

driving the enemy from the enciOIIJure and saving the ammunition. 

Some of the enemy had at the commencement got into the connui!'l• 
sariat enciO!lure and into the room where llonora.ry-Lieuteitant Manley, 
Commi!IS3riat Oflict>r, and Sergeant Hat·rin~ton were. Lieutenl\nt 

·Manley went for them with his revolver, shooting two, and was then 
killed. Sergeant Harrington had a wonderful escape : he had no 
weapons, the room was dark, and he stood with his back to the wall 
u still aa he could. 'The gha:ti~t walked J•ound the room feeling the 
wal~ but just missed him, and thinking the room was empty left. A !I 
t;hey came in he had heard them say in Pushtoo: "There should be 
two here," ahowing that the men knew the place well and expected to 

find him there. The attack was ca~·ried on for the rett of the night 
with gl'eat vigour, and the enemy, having possession of commanding 
ground on twc sides of this enclosure, brought a severe crosli fire to bear 
on the d~fenders, and continually charged right up to the abattis. It 

f' 
was so dark that, although their yells and shrieks could be heard, they 
could not be seen till within five yards of the men's rifles. At 2·30 the 
sound of pipes and" tom«oms" coming up the graded road indicated re· 
inforcements coming to the enemy, and Colonel Meiklejohn therefore 
ordered Lieutenant Rawlings, 4th Punjab Infantry, to go up to the fort 
and bring down 100 ruen to this enclosure. 'The enemy were pretty wdl 
all round the enclosure, and it was a risky thing to be asked to do, but 
Lieutenant Rawlings, accompanied by one orderly, did it gallantly and, 
shooting a ghazi who attacked him on the way with his revolver, r·e· 

tul'ned safely with thll reinforceruents. 

At 4-30 A.K. the enemy withdrew, taking most of their dead with 
thew, but some 40 bodie& were picked up in the camp, most of which 
were recognil!ed as those of men who had been in the habit of br·inging 
wood, grass, ruilk, eggs, ~:tc., for sale into camp. 

One very unfortunate inddent of the fighting was that the enemy 
succeeded in looting 19 boxes of ammunition contain in({ 10,400 roundll. 
Afwr the Madras Sappen bad beec attacked these boxes, belonging to 
th~ir re~rve supply, had been loaded upon mules ready to be takeu up 
to the furt. 'The animals were standing in the lines when the tribesmen 
temporarily captured the quarter-guard, and in the conf~ion ruulCII 

and amruunitivn disap1~ared. 
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A lmwe deed was pet·formed by Lieuknant E. W. Costello. Dur· 
ing the hottR.st part of the fight, while the football ground was overrun 
with the enemy's RWot'dsme~. and swept by a heavy fire from both the 
ent>my and our own troops, Lieutenant CostRllo dashed out upon the 
ground from the hospital enclosure and, with the assistance of two sepoy[\ 
brought in a wounded Lance-Ha.vildar who was lying 60 yards away 
in the open. For this he was, on th., 9th November, awarded the· 
Yictoria Cross. \/ • 

Our losses on this the first night were-Brititlh Officers :-Killtil: 
llonorc~.ry-Lieutenant L. ~bnley, C.ommissariat Department; to,,.,,,,~,z 

dtm!JtrnYII!t: Major W. W. Taylor, 4ilth Sikhs; ffMJ'IIieil ltrinu•ly: 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. Lamb, Commandant, 24th Punjab Infantry; 
Major Herbert, D.A. and Q.-M.-G. ; Captain H. F. Rolland, 24th 
Punjab Infantry; Lieutenant F. W. Watling, R.E., :Madras Sappers 
and Miners, British N.-C. Officer :-Killttl : Sergeant Byrne, .Madt"a8 
Sappers and Miners. Native ranks :-Killed, 21 ; •c•mlllltd, 31. It may 
be added that two days later Major Taylor died of his wound, and on 
the 23rd of August Colonel Lamb also succumbed. 



CHA.l'TER II. 

'l'HX SITrATIOY IY THX SWAT CQfYTRT. 

Tn ri~ing in the )la.lakand was totally unexpected. Since tlu~ time 
•hen the Chitral ~mp·\ign c!l.me to an end the Lower Swat Yalley 

had been singularly pt"aceful, and the people seemed well content with 
the new onler of thinbrs. Trade had expand~, the C1Jitral J'(~1d haJ 
been kept open without any difficulty, and splendid crops ;.ere ex· 
pe-cted in the valley. Ent·ything in fact seemetl to make fvr peace. 
Suddenly the "Mad Fakir" appeared on the scene and qui('kly 
gl'therffi about him a large fighting force, whose boldneN~ in attal'k· 
ing a stronghold like )!alakand showed with what de~perate courage 
they nre inspired. He chiefi)· had with him men frf•m rpper Swat, 
)lian Guls as the)' are called, frx•m their adh.-t·ence to the principles 

inculcated b~· their great Akbund who died some years ago. T!Jese 
hilJt-smen are not..J f,,r their fanatici~m, but allother motive ft•r their 

adion was the rtSentment ex.::ited by tl1e F.:ban of Dir's attt>rupts to 
extend Lis authorit,· over tbt-m. Once the ")fad Fakir" had snc•?t'et!t'tl 
in making a disturbance :t Tl1!1.na, be was j(•ined by the Low"r Swati:c~, 
carrit>d away l•y the rising tide of enthu~iasm, and as the news <•f the 

movement spread the law leN~ rtruan .Kht-!s fn•m the w~st and a sed ion 
of the Bunerwals from the south-east also sent contingents. 

The suddenness of the attack on the 26th J ul~· illustratd the 
man·ellous l".tpidity With which the t1 i}_,e~m~>n On OUr borders tan be 
mustt'~ f,)f warlike ]Jrojl'Cts. 1 he few hundreds wh•) a.'*mlolt'tl in 
the first instance at L1ndaki had their numbers swollen by men frum 

Thana, .Aiadand and .Kl1ar. as the "~lilli Fakir" made l1is way d.Jwn 
the nllq; and b)· ni;.:l1tfall the gatht'ring was so large tl.at the 

mullah wa.o~ al,Je to attack the )Jalakand at once.. But f·:.r the news 
lorought by the levy j.:madar the pio::htil might have l>t't-n ru~hed l>t:<fol'e 
the~· Lad been doul•l.:d, and the rt-giiuentil w.-,uld n~Jt han· ),ad tirue 

to rtach th ... ir p:.-til. The triht:·sruen aptoarentl~· waited until aftt'T snn;;tct 
l>t:<f•1re he.;irming tht'ir ;t.:altby mvvement aJ,,ng the ),ilL!. and this furtL~r 
a....:·o•uut~ f .. r tl .... ir ~·~<1•1..-n an.lun~xp<:"·t~·l appt."arance. TJ.eir numllt:'l-.; r,n 
tL!:. j)l-,t 11i;,:l•t ll"de f•Jrtuu..td_, .• waller than on 8uk•i\h:IJt Li~J.t.<~; 

otL.:t'lli..-.c. v;itL tLt: tlwpt> t.r ... kcn up llitv twv }Jillti~::r-lli the ~vrtb 
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Camp and on tht )hlakauJ Uitlge-the lvs.--es uf the g-arril'l<Jn mu~t l1ave 

lot~n \"1:'1'.'' g-t·eat. 

Fanatici8m did not entirely aecount for th~ determined ri~ing in a 

country which l1ad been singularly peaeeful for two years. The "!\lad 

Fakir'' was, undouLtedly, a power in the country at that time, but his 

fit·rr prt'aching Wll!l nut the sole incenti,·e which made the Yillagers 
uf Swat 1.:-ave tlu:ir rice-fields at a mumenfs notice, ~;warm abuut the 
.!-1alakand, fighting with a heroic disregard for their lives, and when 
re!JUIM>d turning with saYage fury (as will afterwat'dl! appeat·) upon the 

isvlat .... d garri;.on at Chakdara. 

When the pw·d11h was lifted from Swat in April 189j, th~ J*(•ple 

<•f the nlley f~ught one actioa on the !\Ialakand and tht<n quit'tl~- made 
tht'ir 8U1Jmit<si•JU. At the close of the campaign they alX't'pted will
ingly t<nvugh, as it apr~at·t'd at tht! time, the new conditions w·hich 
we1·e e:<taLii~4ed. They were furrually urought within the sphel'e of 

llritibh political iuflnt~nce, though verruitteJ t<.l ruauage their own triloal 

cuJll't'ruS ; their headmen wer·e subsidi..,;;ed in ret~rn for the leries which 

tl~t·~· }'1\•vided; the~· beuditted mate1·ially Ly the dt'ruand for supplies 
rl·4uird by the tl'l•O!.lS left in oc'Cnpatit•n uf the llalakaud and Chak
dara; tiH! ttade of the nlley derek·~d ra.pidl.1·, owing t<.l the iiJJ. 

l•l'l•rt:-d ruad to Bajt)ur and l'hitml and the bridging of the Swat and 
Panjk~•l'll l'in~t-s; and, to add t<.1 all this, some of the ruaterial beu~tits 
,,f cirili,;atiuu were placed within their !'each. llajvr Deane, the Puli
tlc-a.l Ottker tu whum tht-it• intet·e..u wer·e entl'usteJ, was a~owptable 

h• tht>r.t, and tht>y showed nuuked anxit'ty t<.l rt:fer their dioputes to 
ltiw fur· ded~it•U. Xo l't'St-utruent was 1•venly rua11ife.:;ted at the pre
lk'llt't' ,,( uur tl'lll•l'S in the cunutr~·; the r~lations Lt-twet-n the &lJl•YS 
and ,-illagl'I'S were uf the IJJt~~>t frit:udly kind; and nut a slligle di~tul'l.,. 

llltt'l' tot'l'lli"I''-"J. The annual relief tof the C'hitral ~'<UTis••n was carried 

t•Ut in ~~~~G and again in lti!Jj witht•Ut a l'ht•t Lt-iug fit·eJ in Swat, 

and tin• (j.,,·t'l'nmcr.t vf Intlia might fair!_,. Lan! C(•ngmtulated itsdf vn 

tht> , ... an·ful vutl ..... k !J.:.y,.nJ tLe )falakand.. 

We l.aw ~r~·k~n w f<1r ohl)· of L:.,wl' Swat, tlli'IJUgh which tl1e 
('l.itt·.tl r··~hl l'll!IS. In r,., ... r Swdt tht' iHmt- Cotlll('lltl"lll:'llt diJ Hut 

o.lt .. :.:•·tl.er t•to:rail, tl.vu;.:h llo dan;:t'r 'W<l:> allticit••t.:J fr•.om tl1at ({Uilrt..r. 

Tin· lt".l"<•ll fvr Ulllnl iu tl1<: UJ•pcl" CIJUllll'.'. w,,~ tht· gru~ ill:,! po.o•·e~· t•l tl.e 
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Khan of Dit·, the man whom Unu'l\ Khan hacl driven iuto exilel\tnong 
the Swatis, but wh"o rose as the Chief of JluLndoul fell. 1\f ahumed Shal'it 
Kluin, after the campaign of 18!).), had all the prestige which atti\chel! 
to a border chief directly 11ttpported by the Bt·itit~h Government, and he 
began to extend his authority over that portion of tTpper Swat which 
adjoin~ Dir. Further, the people in the Talash Valley beyond Chakdat'l\ 
were made to feel that he might possibly claim to exerci~e control over 
them. Exactly how far he pursued a forward policy is nut for the 
present vurpo~e worth inquiring into, but it is certain that the Upp~'r 
Swatis gt·ew alarmed at his pretensions. The :rtiian Gul~, the four 
l'mndsons of the old .Akhund, began to fear that such power as they 
had might disappeat·, and it was difficult to reassure them. .A man 
calling himself Mohamed Ibrahim appeared in Simla at the beginning 
of July bringing a letter addressed to the Lieuten<~.nt·Governor of 
the Punjab, from one of the grandsons of the late Akhund of Swat. 
It Wl\8 an attempt to play a trick which is common enough in the East. 
Those who employed him had addrellsed Major Deane dit•ect reg<~.rding 

their grievances and had simultimeously sent the emissary to make a 
separate representation at bead·quarters. They hoped to obtain con· 
flicting orders and thud' to weaken the authority of the Political Office a• 
on the 11pot. Their scheming was so tranMpa.rent that it wa~ seen 
through at once, and thei' emi~sary was referred back to Major Deane. 
This was the situation in the Swat country when the "Mad Fakir" 
appeared on the scene. 

According to tribal reports this man is a native of Swat, wlw, in 
his earlier years, travelled to Central Asia. and eventually settlt>d in 
:Mazar.i-Sharif, the A mir's chief cantonment in Afghan TurkiMtan. He 
lind there for ten year'S and th£>n ruoved to Kabul. During the sum· 
mer of 1A97, he visited &jour, the l.Itman Khel * counta·y and Buner, 
preaching the necfl:-JSity of waging war against all Pneruies of the Faith. · 
He was in league with Hajab-ud-din, the notorious mullah of Hadria, 
whose fanatical hostility to the British Government wa11 alrearly notori· 
ons and who was de!ltined to play an active p~rt in snb11equt>nt frontier 
tt·oul•les. When the" Mad Fakir n appeared in Upper Swat in Jul~·, the 
lame of his prea.cl.ing spread far and wide. He gt'a()ually workPd his 
"'ay down the valle~·, with a huge rahhle of men and boys at hi11 het'lll, 
an1i on J uJ . .- :?f.th W'lq at L'lnlh,lci within hail of Chakrl;u'll.. It wa11 nrot 

• Thi• nantP it •'"' hnmP h\" Of'\'""" I unimportant •uh.•...,inns nf oth•·r anti 'l'titft 
"i•tin•1 •rit-es. In lhia part of th~ book it r•fers only to the clau t111elling l.eh•~~~~ s .. ~t 
it.od .O..Jour, 
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till thPn tiHrt l1e took the final 11U!p 11·hich brought about tl1e rising. 
He daimed to bt! in~pir·ed to \\ork mir-.«:les; the Heavenly Ho~t were, 
I.e said, on l1is 11ide; and he announced that with or without help frvm 
hie li~e~teneJ-s be would sweep our troops from Chakdar-.t. and the Mala· 
kand in eight days. lli.:! etcited appeali! to the fanaticism dormant in 
every Pathan wet·e re@ponded to in a manner little short of man;ellous: 
!.is progress from Landaki to Thana and thence to Aladand, both 
\'illages in view of the Chakdara post, must ha,·e been a triumphal one i 
the villagers flew to arms ; our levies Laetily t·etired, except such a.s 

joined his stauclard; all the headmen, with one llolita•·y exception, 
\\'ere carried away by the popular enthusiasm, and by nightfall a reso- · 
luU! b.}dy of tribesmen were on the move to attack the llalakand, while 
another party turned their attention to Chakdara. The mullah had 
rou11ed the whole \·alley, and his standard afterwards became tbe rally· 
ing point fur thousands of fighting men from Upper Swat, Buner, the 
t'tman Khcl country, and even more distant parts. 



CliA.fTER III. 

REliEIH:D ATUCKS OY THJ: 11.\L..\lL-\liD, 

&1<.1li after {lay break on the 27th of July, in bd irnme,]i,ltd.r the 
t'llt'lll~; ha,l 'lfithtlrawn after the repulse of their initial attark t•n the 
~!alakand, (\•l•mel )f~ikl+lhn, in a;;~vrdano?e with his original itlt':\, sent 
out a column congi~ting of fuur guns vf So. 8 (&>ngal) )fountain Rattt'r~·, 
one squadt·on of the lith B.mgal L·\Ucers, and the 31st Punjab Infantry. 

Tht'se trl){•ps were or,l~reJ to put-sue antl break up any gathering in the 
81\·at Yalley anJ. open up Ctlmrnunic.,tion with Chakdara.. They f(ound 
themseh·es opposed to large bodies of tribesmen, but the c<n·a.lry pushed 
on towards Chaktlara.. The guns an,l infantry, ho.•wev~:r, had tv I'd urn 

to )1a.lakand. It then ~we cll.'ar that the ri:;ing was seriu~s allll 

Culvnel :lleiklt>john wil'eJ Jown jluUth to :llardan ot·dering the Cul'ps uf 
Guides up with all po.oSSil.ole t~peed. He v.·it!ldrew the truups ft·uu• the 

Sorth )lalakand Cawf, cvncentmting his l.origade in and awut thtl 
t.>ntt"tudu~J pt.;itivn vn the Kotal, wher~ tht•r could k;;t be utilisetl in 
rt>pdliug an~· att;~k in strengdl. .At the &trne tiwe he tdo:>graphd to 

the bo:aJ-quart~N t•f the f>unjah Curumand at )lurl'o:'e a.'king that rein
fol'l.'emtnts might l~ sent. Durin;; this same tla~· (Jul.'· 27th) \.,.itli ... ;~ 
of trilJt.,;mtn ap~:ued on the Lill~ awut the )lalakand pto:;iti .. n, Lut 
did not wuture upo.on any ddtrwined aJ,·ance. Th.:y were fin•tl 
upton ,.·hen within range. The Guid<!S arrinJ in the enniug, though 
tl•ey haJ 1'1:'\;dv~ the ordt"r to p1-oct>e d to )Jalakand touly at 9 r . .v. 
the night bt:fore. They thu!! CoJtuplete..l the mal'l.:h of 32 ruilt>:'l, with 

a long climb of !le\'en milo:>s at the end of it, in ruvst oppre:;..•ive heat, 

in something like 16 h•)Ur~ It 'tl'as a m:uch to} be proiud of. They 
df\op(*d a dewhment of infantry at Darg<li • at the fuut of the hill:~ 
!>•) ail tu k~p the rva.d (open. 

TI1e garri~n in the )lalakanJ at that time Co)n~i,-ted of one s•iu•ld· 
rvn of the lith &n~ral Lan.::ers, So. R ll•!lllltain llitkry, So. 5 C.ou•p;•uy 
~IaJra.ii &1ppeN, the 24th and 31st Punjab Iufautry, and tL11 -t.jth ~ikh>~, 

<•r lk.•Wethiug uuJ"'r 3/.'1)) men. Of thts..-1 2:i cnalry and :!t.iJ inf.wtry 
,.."'re utiliuarily dda.::ho:J to h·~IJ the outpo""t at CbakJara and the 

• I w. pl.oo.-.!' .. i;J 1M to.: cvuf l.lkd •llh tho: ~~.u• 1.o.u.1vw h.:i,.hlD vt luc ;aw~ llol~Ue v11 tile 
~~.:. 
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lu·i·l~e-hea~ on the Swat River. The Ch<tkdua po~t -was considered to 
lJP impregnaule, and was armed with Maxim guns, which could sweep 
tl;e brid):{e. As ample supplies and reserve ammunition are always 
stored there, not the least fear wM entertained regarding the safety 
of the post itself. In response to Colonel Meiklejohn's demand for re
inforcements the fnllowing movements of troops were promptly ordered 

ft·nrn Murree :--No. 7 Bl'iti11h Mountain Battery from the Murree 
Gullie~~, the 35th Sikhs from Peshawar, the 18th Dogras from Now• 
shera, to Malakand; tht·ee squadrons 11th Bengal Lancers from Now. 
shera, and thf.' 22nd Punjab Infantry from Jhf.'lum, to :Mardan ; the 
37th Dogra.'! from Sialkote to Peshawar; and one Nati,•e Infantry regi
ment from the Bengal Command to Nowshera, where there '«"M only 
a small detachment of Bl'itish troop~, as the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders were absent on sen·ice in the Tochi Valley: 

When Colonel Meiklejohn evacuated the North Camp on Tuesday 

aftet'lloon, July 27th, the tents in the camp had tel be left Rtanding, as 
no camel tran~port was available to move them and they were wo 
heavy for the mules, being of the pattern known as "European pri
,·ate's." The enemy burnt them, and as the coAflagration must have 
been visible for miles the tl'ibesmen from a distance flocked in w see 
how far successful the Swatis llad been. Th'\ numbers of the enemy 
were thus grt>_atly incJ·ea.&ed, and at 8-30 P.ll. they again attackt>d 

Malakand on all sides. 

The Malakand force had by this time been redistributed, the 24th 
Punjab Infantry with two guns holding a conical hill on the Mrthside 
of the camp commanding the approaches from the North Camp direc· 
tion, and the 31st Punjab Infantry with two guns and the m'l.in body.of 
the Guides occupying the central enclosure; two guns and 100 of the 
Guides were sent to strengthen the 45th Sikhs on the right, while a party 
of 50 mt>n were sent from the Fort to :Maxim Point to close that side 
of the camp and <X>mmand the water-supply. The atttck commenced at 
8-30 P.K. and wa.a carl'ied on with the s\rue determination as on the 
night before, but this time the enemy did not penetrate. They, how· 
e\'er, llU<X'eeded in capturing the Serai, which was outside the line of de
f.:nre, and in which 2.1 men of the 31st Punjab Infantry had been pl.a.ced. 
The enemy attacked it with great vigour, and e\·entually mined it and 
St't ti1-e to the door. The l'i~:ket he!J on manfully as long M tlu~y could, 
but e\'t:ntuall~· had to let themselves down lJy the back wall auJ retire 
to the endosute, iu doing which they lotit ten men. The -!;jth :::;ikhli and 
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24th Punjab Infantry were equ;Lily vigorously attacked, but they drove 
off the enemy with great loss. As day dawned the enemy began pres:,J· 
ing the 24th Punjab Infantry, and Lieutenant Climo, who was in com· 
~and of the regiment, decided to deliver a counter-attack. Accord· 
ingly with 100 men he advanced up the spur to the east to meet them 
and delivered a tremendous fire. The enemy drew off, bnt were pm'Sned 
and driven from crest to crest in grand style, losing about 90 killt><l. 
Lieutenant Costello was wounded in this brilliant little counter.attack, 
and our losses altogether on the second night were :-I,ieutenant 
Costello slightly wounded ; native ranks, 10 killed, 45 wounded, · 

All day during Wednesday, the 28th July, desultory fighting was 
going on in every direction round the camp, and large bodies nf the 
enemy could be seen collecting from all directions and joining our foes 
on the hills. At 10 o'clock in the evening they attacked again from all 
sides, and with the same vigour as they had !lltown both nights befm·e. 
The distribution of the troops remained the same as on the 27th. The 
attack commenced on the enclosure in which were the Sappers aml 
Miners, the 31st Punjab Infantry and Guides-and the bt·unt of the 
fight fell on this position all night, the enemy continually charging in 
the dark right up to the abattis and breast-works, but th~.>y did not 
peUI.ltrate The 31st Pur jab Infantry suffer·ed heavily, the 4•ith Sikhs 
also had a very severe time, but they must have killed at lea~t 200 of 
the enemy. The fighting was incessant all round the camp, and la~ted 
till 3 AM •. It was impossible then to estimate the total losses of the 
enemy ; they were certainly vet·y large, and in the early morning the 
tribesmen could be seen dragJ:,ring away bodies over the hills. The 
troops, however, had been fighting now for about ()iJ hours without 
sleep, and wet·e too exhausted for pursuit with the risk that they might 
have to fight again the following night. Our casualties on thi~ the third 
night were : British Officers-Lieutenant Ford, 31st Punjab Infantry, 
seriously wonnded; Lieutenant Swinley, 31st Punjab Infantr'Y, slightly 
wounded; Lieutenant :Maclean, Guides, slightly wounded. Lieutenant 
Maclean had a narrow esc•tpe, the bullet going into hi~ mouth and 
coming out of his cheek. Native ranks-2 killed, 16 wounded. 

Signalling communication was re-established with Chakdara on the 
29th, when it was ascertained that they also had been attackt>d twice by 
day and three times by night but W('re holding their own. Lieutenant 
Minchin, Political otlicer at Cbakdara, Mignalled that large bodies of 
rutu were :~treatuiug down the \'alley, the number being calculated at 
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5,000, and that anolh~r attack might be expectecl on Mahkand that 
night. The determination of the trib~smen in t.heit· repeated attacks at 

· night 11howed how lar·ge waa the gathel'ing, fvt· their los~es had be.,n so 
l1eavy that uule.ss fl-esh men were constantly arriving the attal:kll could 
not !:ave been renewed. 

A II U<LJ dul'ing Thut·stla;·, the 29th July, the tt·oops at ~IaJakand were 
empluyed strengthening the defences, cleat·ing the field of tire of huts, 
tl'ees, and anything that could gi\•e cover to the enemy, and in ananging 
bonfires to light up the appt'oa<:hes over which the enemy wet·e bound to 
advance to rea"·h the centml enclosure. The force was augmented in 
the afternoon by one squ.tdt·on lith Bengal Lancers, under Major 
Beatson, who were taken into the Fot·t. 

The same night the garrison waa attacked by a very much larger 
force than had appeared ou the three pr·evious nights ; the attack was 
delivered on both flanks and in a most determined manntlr. Apparent
ly the enemy did not like the idea of crossing the belt of light given 
by the bonfit·es 'in front of the Sapper enclosure, and consequently this 
JIOI'tion of the camp had a less severe night of it than before. The 
24th Punjab Infantry on the left and the 45tA Sikhs on the right 
had to heat• the brunt of the fightiug this time, and it seemed to 
be carried on with even greater ferocity thtn before. The guns of 
No.8 Bengal :Mountain Battery, which was commanded by Lieutenant 
Wynter, and which had been working almost incessantly for 84 hours, 
played p:t·eat havoc with the enemy and reudered the greatest assistance 
to the defender'S. The atta<:k began at 9-30 and was pressed vigorously 
all night, culminating with a tremendous effort from 2 to 2-30, when it 
suddenly ceased, and the enemy drew off. The increased fury of the 
attack this night turned out to be due to the presence of the'· Mad Fakir 11 

himself. On the three previous nights he had sent his infatuated fol
lowers on to fight, saying that he would stay behind and pray. After 
three nights of defeat, and having suffered very heavy losses, the 
heliever·s began to feel a little dissatisfied with the efficacy of their 
leader's prayers, and suggested that he should come himself and lead 
them, and then perhaps the heavenly hosts which he professed to be 
able to call to his aid would come down and assit;t them. It was an 
argument that he had not the courage to resist and so he can1e. His 
followers, fir·mly believing that the "infidel:i" were to be delivered 
into their hauds and that the heavens would be opened and crowds 
lJf umeJ angels would descend and help them, dashed on to our ranks, 
l~aJ Ly the Fakir himself and his first lieutenant and faithful co111pauion. 



The latter was killed and the Fakir l1imself wounded. This pt·oba1ly 
happened at 2-30, when tl1e enemy withdrew, the Fakir l•irnself flying 
back to Landaki. This accident to their leader considerably shook the 

~lief of his followers in his divine power, and his rapid retirement to 
Landaki was no dnulJt reganled by them as a proof that he had not a 

Ht·y strong belief in himself. At imy rate, the fightittg, though again 
resumed the next night, was no longer pushed with the same spirit as 
l1itherto. Our casualties that night (July 29th) were: British Otficer
Lieutenant Costello sel'iously wounded. He had already been shot in 
the arm, but insi:ited on going on with his duty, and was again shot in 
the other arm, the bone being fractured. Native ranks-kill~d one, 
wounded 17. 

A curious fact afterwards came to light which illustrates the kind 

of reverence felt by the tribesmen for their mullahs. The "Mad Fakit)s" 
wound necessitated the amputation of two joints of one of hi~ fingers, and 
these joint.! were buried with great cet·emony, a standard being placed 
over them and a shrine erected. But the most amusing thing wai! that 
the Fakir gave out that anyone who had a wish ot· want had only to pay 
a visit to the shrine in'order to get it fulfiU~d-and he was believed. 

The four night attacks on Malakand bad be~n made with the great
est dderruination, and fll1e totallosst!S resulting l1ad been very heavy. 
They alllount~d to 36 killed and 106 wounded, including 15 foUowers 
killed and 11 wounded, mostly in the fir)<t attack. The casualties among 

the British Ollicet'S wet-e the noticea11e featut-e of the affair, two ha,·ing 
~A-en killed ami nine wounded. The regiments being short of Officers, 

the control of the fire could not be so !.,'·ood as it would have been with 
a full complement, and the repeateJ and long night attacks caused an 

enormous expenditure of arumunition, but fortunately the supply was 

in ex~:ess of the t-egulation number of rounds, which would ordinarily. 
La,·e been 400 per rifle. 

All was prett)" quiet during Fiiday, the 30th July, bot a very large 
organised gathering was seen to have juined the enemy, and it was 
e\·idt:nt that though the two leaders were l10r1 de combat the tribes had 
no intention of giving up the fight yet, and the gat-rison prepared for 
anothet• atta(.-k; in the night. It began at 9-30, but was not delive1·~d with 
the same energy as before. A heavy thunderstorm broke over the scene 

in the middle of the night, and the enemy, taking advantage of the 
greater darkness, the noise of the thunder and the rain, atterupted to 

.rU:ih tLe 4.ith Silh.i. Tht-y v•ere met, Lowever1 with the same perftJctly 
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rnul and steady resistance which this gallant regiment had opposed t<> 
tlac•u uight after night since the fight began, and were bayoneted in 
considerable nmubet·s. The enemy withdt·ew at about 3 A.K.; our 

casualtie11 IJeing only 2 sepoys wounded. 

The next da~', S:.Ltul'da.v, J ul~, 31st, the 3:)th Sikhs and 38th Dogras 
art'iveJ in Cl\mp after a most trying march, the heat on the road being 
intense, and they were a. most welcome t·einforcement to the garrison. 
All wa.~ quiet during the day and nothing but sniping into camp occur· 

red that night, so the tt·oop.i had comparative rest. 

On Sunday, the 1st of August, Colrmel Meiklejohn decided t<> take 
with him 1,001) infantt·y, one squadron of cavalry and 2 guns, and try 
and relieve Chakdal'a. At 11 A.M. the cavalry went down t<> the plain by 
the short road to the North Camp. This move was at once discovered by 
the enemy, who tumed up in swamts ft·om every direction. The cavah·y, 
compo:>ed of the Guides Cavalry under Colonel Adams and one squadron 

11th Beng-.tl Lancet'S under l\Iajor Beatson, charged them in grand 
style, and got well into them once, but the difficult nature of the ground 
and the skill with which the enemy availed thenlselves of it prevented 
their going far, and they had to fall back, having accounted for neady 
100 of the enemy. They returned into cam9 under cover of the fire 

from the infantry and guns, their casualties being: British Officers :
Captain Baldwin, Guides, severely wounded, and Lieutenant Keyes, 
Guides, slightly wounded. Native ranks:-1 killed, 12 woun~ed. Colonel 
Adams had his hm·se shot undct• him. It was now Sl> late in the day 
and the enemy were e\·ideutly in such numbers, that it was thought 
impossible to get to Chakdara that nigh~ with the probability of having 

to fight t)J.ree fights un the way, one in getting out of the Kotal, another 
at Butkela and the third at Amandara Pass. • The attempt was accot·d· 
ingl~· put otf till the next day. 

At Chakdara itself, the attacks upon the fort bad been almost con· 
tinuous, and it looked ali if the assailants intended to wear out the 
garrison, and, if possible, cause them to exhaust their ammunition. 
Practically, it was impossible for the enemy to capture the fort until 
the troops holding it had no cat'tridges left, and even then storming 
parties might be beaten OO.Ck with the bayone~ as the fort stands on a 
scarped, rocky eminence of great natural strength. A heliograph message 
had lwwever been received at Malakand from Chakdara with the two 
\\'vl'll~ "Hdv us l n and gt·eat an.r.idy was cvnsequ~ntly fdt fva· th~ 
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little fllrce. A heliogral!h had been sl!nt in reply "Expect us to
morrow morning. Is the bridge standing 1" But no reply to the ques
tion had come back. It was imperative therefore to relieve the post at 
all costs. How this relief was carried out at a critical nwment will 
pre11ently be related. 
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THE XALAKAlifD FIELD FORCL 

OwtsG I:<J the serious aspect of affairs in the Swat '\'"alley orders were 
issued fi'Oru Army Head-quarters fur the troops at ~Ialakand, together 
v;ith those ruo\·ing up, to be formed into a Di,·ision for field service 

the command of which was given to Brigadier-General Sir Biodon 
Blood (then commanding the Bundelkhand District) with a complete 
st.'\ff, The 1st Br·igade, under Colonel Meiklejohn, was to be composed 
of the Ro)·al West Kent Regiment, the 2-tth Punjab Infantry, the 31st 
Punjab J nfantry and the 4.:>th Sikhs. The 2nd Bl'iga.de, under Colonel 

Jetfrt>ys, then officiating in C•lmmand of the Sirhind District, was to be 
composed of the Huffs, the 35th Sikhs, the 38th Dogras and the Guides 
Infantry. The Divisional cot·ps '\\·N·e to be No. 1 and No.7 British and 

No. 8 Bengat' Mountain Batteries, No. 5 Company Madras, .and No.4 
Company Beng-al Sappel'll and Miners, the GuiUes Cavalry ami one 
Sl!uadron (•f the 11th Ben;al Lancers. OJlonel Aitkin was given the 
command uf the Rural Artillery. Lieutena~t-f'AJ!onel Schal~:h, 11th 
Bengal Infantr,,·, was ma.de Ba.~e Commandant 11.t Nowshera. 

The following was the full staff of the new Malakand Field 
Fut'Ce :-

Ommtanding-, Br·igadier-Gen'"'ral ~ir B. Blood ; AssiRtant Adjutant
r.,_.neml, ~Iajor· H. R. Burney, Gor·don Highlanders ; Assi~tant Quar·t4'r· 
llHI ... ~ter-Gt'neral, Lieutenant Colonel A. Masters, Central India Horse ; 
D~'puty A~ist:a.nt Qnartetmaster-Geueral, Intelligence Department, Cap
t:!. in Il. E. Stanton, RA. ; Fielll Intelligence Officer, Captain H F. 
Waite~ 2~th Bomhay lnbntry; Signalling Officer, Captain E. W. M. 
Nor·ie, ~Iiddl1!11ex Regimt:"nt ; Pl'incipll Medical Officer, Surgeon-Culonel 

G. Thomson; Commanding RA•.I"al Artillery, Colonel W. Aitkin: Ad
jutant, Ru,ral Artillery, Captain H. D. Grier; Field Engineer, Major 
R Blunt; Assistant Fidd Engineers, Lieutenants C. M. F. Watkins 
allll II. 0. Lathuu•y ; Ordnance Officer. Captain W, W. Cookson,. 

RA. ; C11ief Commi11~riat Offieer, Major H. Wharry; Assistant Com
lllisAAriat Offiet'r, Lieutenant A. S. C,,bbe, 32nd Pioneet'S; Di,·isional 
Trau~port Offieer, Captain C. G. R. 'fllackwell ; As.~istant Tr.msport 
Olft.:t:r, Captain F. H. llancock, :.!Gth Punjab Infantry ; V ekriuary 
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Officer, Captain H. T. W. Mann ; Provost Marshal, Captain C. G. F. 
Edwards, 5th Punjab Cavalry. 

hf Br~qadt Staff:-Commanding, Colonel W.H. :Meiklejohn; Deputy 
As~istant Adjutant-General, Major E. A. P. Hobday, R.A. ; Deputy 
Assistant Quartermastet·-General, Captain G. F. H. Dillon, 40th Pathans; 
Commissariat Officer, Captain C. H. Beville ; Brigade Transport Officer, 
Captain J. :M. Camilleri ; R~giment.al Transport Officer, Lieutenant R. 
Harman, 4th Sikhs; Vetet·inary Officer, Captain W. R. Walker. 

2Tid Br(qal/e Staff:-Commanding, Colonel P. D. Jeffre~·s; Deputy 

As~istant Adjutant-General, Major E. 0. F. Hamilton, Queen's Royal 

W e~t Surrey Regiment ; Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-G~neral, 

Majot· C. H. Powell, 1st Gurkhas ; Commissariat Officer, Captain G. A. 
Hawkins; Brigade Transport Officer, Captain D. B.-tker, Bomba.v Gre
nadiel"'l ; Regimental Transport Officer, Lieutenant G. C. Brooke, Border 

Regiment ; Veterinary Officer, Lieutenant T. W. Rudd. 

RaM• ar~fl Line ~~ Cu•11munir11finn :-Rase Commandant, Colonel 
V. A. Schalch, 11th Bengal Infantry ; Staff Officer at Base, Captain H. 
&,)tt, lWyal Sussex R~giment; Section Commandant, Captain O.B.S. F. 
Shot·e, 18th Bengal Lancers ; Commissariat Officer, Captain S. W. 

Lincoln ; Assi~tant Commissariat Officer, Lieutenant E. G. Vaughan ; 
Transport Officers, Lieu:enants R. S. Weston, Manchester Regiment, 
and E. F. Macnaghten, 16th (Queen's) Lancers. 

Brigadier-General Sir Bindon Blood was given the temporary rank 
of Major-Genet-al while commanding the Malakand Field Force, and 
Colonel W. H. Meiklejohn and Colonel P. D. Jpffreys were given the 
temporary rank of Brigadier-General while commanding the 1st and 2nd 

Brigades respectively under Sir Bindon Blood. 

Orders were also issued for the immediate formation of a Reserve 
Brigade for the Malakand Field Force. This was composed as fol
lows :-Commanding, Brig<ldier-General J. W odehouse, R.A. Troop11: 
-The Highland Light Infantry from Vawnpore, the Gordon High
landers from Rawalpindi, the 2nd Battalion 1st Gurkhas from Dharm
sala, the lOth Field Battery from Rawalpindi, and No. 3 Company 

Bombay Sappers from Kirkee. 

The fonuation of this Reserve Bt·igade was due to further infur· 

mati•>n rec~ived as to the attitude of the triksmen in the Swat \'alley. 

It wa.s by this time dear that fuur ~diu1111 of the Buncrwal:; were in the 
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fidd., and though the Malakand position was no longer in danger tl1ere 
were ten or twelve thouAAnd of the enemy on the hills to the north, the 
not'th-ea.st and the south-west, as well as in the Swat Valley it.'<elf. 

Sir Bin don Blood arrived at :Malakand in advance of some his troops 
on Sunday, August 1st (the day ~hen Colonel"Mt-iklejohn made his in· 
effectual attempt to relieve Chakdara), and at once assumed command. 
After inspecting the Malakand defences and the garrison, he reported 
to Army Head-quarters that all the arrangements made by Colonel 
Meiklejohn were admirable in e\'ery way, and the position absolutely 
secure. He described the spirit of the troops as excellent, all showing 
eagerness to be led against the enemy. lie warmly pt-aised " their 
soldiedy bearing and k~nness after the almost continuous fighting of the 
week, with little rest at night and exposure to sun during the day." 
With such troops there could no longer be any lack of confidence in 
assuming the offensive and in relie\'ing Chakdara, a.s the Malakand 
ganison now comprised more than four thousand infantry, five or six 
hundred cavalry, one company of Sappers and a mountain battery. 

The heliograph, it will be remembered, had already told the :Mala· 
kand garrison that help was urgently needed• at Chakdara. On the 
evening of Monday, July 26th, almost simultaneously with the first 
assault on the 1llalakand, the iort had been invested by a large force 
of Pathans, who attacked frotn all sides. Tl:e garrison of four British 
Officers, two companies of the 45th Sikhs, and 25 sowars of the lith 
Bengal Lanc~rs, was augmented on the Tuesday, under circumstances 
already described, by two Officers and 40 sowars of the 11th Jkng-c~.l 
Lancei'S from Malakand. Communications in the fort were commanded 
from nearly all sides by the enemy, who sniped from cover at from 100 
to 200 yards distance. Frequent attacks were made on the Tuesday and 
Wednesday, the enemy bringing ladders and bundles of grass to get 
over the wire entanglement. All this time the garrison could get uo 
rest, not being abie to tell when or where the enemy's attack would 
ue~t take place. On the Thursday night a desperate assault Wil.'l made 
uu the isolated signal tower, ,:(arrisoued by 16 men, but Waf> repulsed 
with great lvss. On the Friday, the strength of the enemy in ruen and 
Martiui-Hunry rifles was \'ery much increased, and they so closdy sur· 
a·ouudoo the fott that no one could lea.ve cover. This critical condition 
of affairs continued till the Sunday night when the tribesmen made an
other fierce onslaught, whi~.:h Wil.'lstill in ]Jrvgress the fvlluwing muwing 

"Yo'hl'n th~ rdicviug ful'cc frvw the MalakauJ Ja..>L.cJ vicwri•JUoSly upuu 
tLc li!Xllll. 
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CJIAPTER V, 

THE RELIEF OF CHAKDARA. 

THE relief of (1mkdara was carried out by Colonel Meiklejohn in br\1. 
liant style on Monday moming, August 2nd. In order to clear the way 
for the l'elieving colutun, it was neces..~ry at the outset to di~>perse the 

enemy on the hills to the ea.st and not'th-east, as they commanded the roacl 
leAding into the Swat Valley. This ta.~k was assigned to Colonel GoJJ. 
ney, who took with him two mountain guns, the 3.">th Sikhs and the 3Rth 
Dogras, these two regiments being quite fresh, as they had had two dayt~' 
rel!t afterarrival at Malakancl At the very first streak of dawn Colonel 

Goldney silently adv<\ncecl ft·om the position his troops had held at 
night to within rushing distance of the enemy's position without fil'ing 
a shot. He chargeJ the position with the bayonet, taking the enemy 

completely by Hurprise. They firecl a few wild shots and then fled in 
evet·y direction, disapl'Caring like rabbits among the huge rocks and 
bouldi!I'S with which the whole siue of the hill down to the foot of the 

graded road is covered. Their exact casualties were ne~r a~certained, 
but seven dead bodies we,·e found and one prisoner was taken. At the 
sante time that Colonel Golclney started, Colonel Meiklejohn also moved 
off with his force, aml he got tht·ee·fourthi! of the way down the gt·adetl 
I'Oad ~fore a shot was fired at him. Those of the enemy, however, who 
had !led from Colonel Goldney's attack had carried the alarm down to 
the villages and enca.rupments at the foot of the hill, and Colonel )Ieikle· 
john soon saw swarm.~ of men with many banners running out of the 
Yillages and down the hillsides to prepare to oppose him. They took up 
a poi!ition across the 1·oad ; their right being strongly posted on a conical 
},ill west of the gradecl road, their left resting on a high spur running 
from the main mountain and completely commamlin~ the road. Col. 
one! ~Ieiklejohn immediately depl·1yed to his left, sending a party to 
seize the levy post, which was alJout 60~) yard~ in admnce of the 
enemy's position. It WM grand to see the way the troops aJ,·anced. 

Tlu:y had longed for this opportunity, anrl they went at it with a 
determination that the enemy .doubtless appreciated. 

Tl1e lite wai! hr·isk on both sideil, but there wail no delaying our 
.trwps. They rn.;lu:J the hill vccupicd Ly the eucmy'1:1 right and drove 
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lhl'lll from it. The enemy fled up the hills to the eallt, and in the direC'• 
tions of Khar and Butkela, where they were met b.v a fl'iendly stream 
dra wu from Butkela. hy the noise of the firing. The fleeing and a.d vancing 
portion~ of the ette111y met where the road ct'o.>ses the saddle of the D~gt·as 
Hill, and here they re·formed, taking up a po8ition on DJgras .Hill. 
Uolonel Meiklejohn, without wasting a moment, advanced on this se
cond posi~ion, covered by the fire of his guns, sending hiil ca.valt·y round 
the nottlt point of the hill, so as to be in a. po.:;ition to cut. off the 
~:nemy ft•om Khar and Butkela.. The enemy, howll\'er, would not wait 

to be attacked. Many of them probahly had a. remembmnce of the 
Guides' chat·ge over the same plain in 1895, and they fled. They 
Wt>re too late, however, for in a few minutes the cavalry we1·e on 
tlu~m, tla·ough them, and beyond them to the villagt>.s of Khar and 
Butkela, lea,·ing om· polo ground and the whole plain dotted over 
with what appeared to the garrison left behind in Malakand Fort only 
little bla.ck heAps, but were in reality Swatis, Bu:1erwals, and others 
who would fight no more. The cavalry scoured the wh.:.le plain, and only 
those escaped from them who took to the bt·oad stretch of l'ice-fields 
ou the banks of the ri\·er. 

This sudden dat·t f1·om the Malakand spread terror in the \'alley, 
and people could be seen hurrying in Enry dit·ection'froru the Yillage to 
the river bank, canying away what they could. Colonel Meiklejo~n's 
fot·ce, how.ever, had anuther and more presging object in l'iew than in 
cutting th~JSe men off, and so the cavalry resumed their direction stl-aight 
ft•l' Chakdara., having first dismounted a third of a squadron, and given 
the gathe1'ing on th~ banks a few rousing volleys. Colonel ~Ieiklejohn, 
La,·ing taken Dugt'll.ll Hil~ resumed his march, and disa).Jpeat-ed frotU 
tl1e view uf tho~e who had watched with admiration the Ll'illiant and 
da~l,inl{ manner in whidt the previous week's scote was being wiped 
out. 

Col'ered b~· the cavalry, Colonel Meiklejohn's force advanced on 
Butkela, whida was occupied by the enemy. The cavalry got beyond 
the ,·illage without a shot being fit·ed at. them, and gallo~d on to the 
Awandata Pass, holding it with dismounted men, and tlum cut off the 
tllt'm~··st·ett·eat. Tile infantry came up rapidly and attacked Bntkela.. 
The enemy made next to no resistance and fled acruSil the riee-fiel& 
to the •·ivet·, "·here the cavalry could not pul'sue ·them. As SQOU 

as the iuiantr~· came up to the Amandat-a Pa:>s, the (-a,·alt·y dashed 
till tuwat·th l'hakdat-a, wh~l'e, from the noise and smoke, it ·was Hident 
tl.at 1>1:'\'t'le fighting wa.'i going on. The caralry l't>ached Cl.akdal-a at 
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9 A.M. The briuge was intact, but the enemy were occupying the Civil 
Hospital and the terraces of the hill on which the signalling tower is, 
and also innumerable sungars all over the leYel ground and rice-fields 
round the north and east sides of the fort, from which they kept up a 
heavy fire. The cavalry at once crossed the bridge, part of the gatTison 
moving out to cover their crossing, and on reaching' the north bank 
they at once moved out against the enemy in the open, getting among 
those on the bard ground and attacking those in the sungn.rs in the 
rice-fields with dismounted fire, while the fort supported them with fire 
from their 9-pounder guns and Maxims. They killed a great. many of the 
enemy, who began to retire at once, some towards Uch, others up the 
valley to Upper Swat. In many of the sungm11 light scaling-ladders 
were found, with which the enemy had evidently intended to get over 
the walls of the fort. 

The Chakdara garrison were in good spirits and holding their own 
magnificently. The party in the signalling tower were suffering most, 
not having had any water for two days. The only casualties that moi'Ding 
among Officers was ~ieutenant RAttray, severely wounded in the neck, 
who was hit 'in coming out to cover tlae passage of the cavalry to 
cross the bridge. Other casualties among the garrison were very slight. 
The fort had proved itaelf practically imp•·egnable and th11 garrison 
bad behaved gallantly. They had been fighting with hardly any sleep 
for 11even days. 

Colonel Meiklejohn arrived with the infa.ntry a.t 10, by which tirue 
the fighting had cea.11ed. The casualties in Colonel Meiklejohn's fm:ce 
in the morning's operations were :-Native ranks, 4 killed and 26 
wounded. No British Officers were hit. 

As for the enemy, their losses had all along been enormous. The 
following were sent in as reliable estim.'ltes for the week's fighting at 
Malakand and Chakdara :-At Malak and, 700; at the fighting with 
Colonel Meiklejohn's force on its way to Chakdara, over 500; at 
Chakdara., 2,QOO. The Maxims and 9-pounder guns at Chakdara did 
great execution. One discharge of grape from the 9-pounder smooth· 
bore is supposed w ha.ve accounted for 80 men. Another shot, which 
happened to land in the mosq,ue at Chakdara while the enemy were 
at prayer, killed a considerable nuruber. Several 1toriea are told of 

. the indhidual courage of the Pathans, and the following is an instance 
of their extrao•·din.uy vitality, as recorded Ly an eye-witncr;g, Oue uf 
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the Bengal Lancm ran a. Pathan through with his lance, and being 
unable to extract the lance left it and passed on. The Pathan pulled 
the lance out, threw it away, and attacked the next man who came up 
to him, wounding his horse with his sword. He then attacked an 
Officer of the 11th Bengal Lancers, who shot him through the head. 
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CHAPTER ri. 

FURTHER EVESTS l!( THE SWAT COt'STRY. 

So completely was the aspect of affairs changed l1y the relief of 
Chakdara that the lately beleaguered troops had now actually to move 
out and search for the enemy, who had vanished as quickly as they lmd 
appeared. Sir Bindon Blood was determined not to gi"e l1is demoml
islld foe any breathing time to rally, and to this end, after doubling the 
Chakdara. garrison and replenishing its stores, he arranged, in conceit 
with Major Deane, a plan of action under which flying columns were 
to be sent out to sweep the whole of the disturbed country and enforce 
submission. The full strength of the field force, on the completion of 
the concentration at Malakand1 was: two regiments of ca\'alry, three 
mountain batteries, two companieR of sappers, and ten regiments of 
infantry (not counting the gar·i·ison of Jellala); in all between 8,000 and 
9,000 men. This was quite sufficient for immediate purposes, more es
pecially as the Buner'tals who lay on the flank of any force moving into 
Upper Swat by the river route, seemed inclined to disown the hostile 
action taken by the Salarzai• section of their tribe during the recent 
fighting. It was known that the Utman Khels, the Kanazai, the Lower 
Swatis and a certain number of Upper Swatis were implicated; not to 
mention the Dushi Khels, the Adinza~ the Showazai, the Shomizee, the 
Nekbe Khels and other sub-sections, whose names are only worth l't.>· 

peating by way of showing how general was the rising; but the whole 
strength of the enemy actually in the field at that time ·was not believ· 
ad to be much more than twice as numerous as the full field force. 
Sir Bindon Blood accordingly i~ued the following 01·ders on the 4th 
August regarding the disposition of the troops :-The lst Brigade, con
sisting of the Royal West Kent Regiment, the 24th and 3l~:~t Punjab 
Infantry, the 45th Sikhs, with a propor-tion of sappers and aliillery, to 
concentrate at Aruandara ; the 2nd Brigade, consisting of the Buffs, the 
Guides Infantry, the 35th Sikhs, the 38th Dogras, with the Divit~ioual 
troops, to 'be placed on the Malakand and at Khar. These orders 
were qukkly canied out, and the two brigades then stood ready to move 
in any direction at the shortest notice, equipped with ten days' suwlies. 

The rising of the tribes about the ~lalakand did not seem to have 
infeded tho~ futther to the north with any excitement or re:;tlessneil>~. 

Cummunil'atiun between Gilgit and Chitral was still open, nnd th~ last 

•I here ia al.., a Salar.W l!eetion of the Bajouru, 
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letters rec('i,·e<l from C11itml, dated the lith July, ~poke of nothing 
unusual, though this was of course long antecedent to the Swati outbreak. 
A1,rain, .Major Rundle, D.S.O., and Captain Walker, 4th Gurkhas, had just 
arrived in Gilgit, having come up by way of the Babusar Pass and Chila.s 
with an escort of police levies of the .Agency, and had found all quiet on 
the route; and the Chilas re\'enue had been duly paid in to C.aptain 
Godfrey, the Agent at Gilgit. Nor were there as yet (August 6th) 
any signs of fut'ther outbreaks elsewhere along the frontier. The Indus 
Kuhistan, the Mohmand country, the Khyber, Kohat and Kurram all 
seemed to be undisturbed. With regard to Bajour satisfactory news was 
received from the Nawab of Dir that the Bajomis had remained quiet. 
The tribes on the border of Peshawar district-with the exception of the 
Ctman Khel, who are alwa~·s ready to turn out when a. prospect of loot 
offers-l&ad al:<o remained quiet. The Jlfohmand headmen sent in word 
that their clans had not participated in the rising. The Buner frontier 
on the Hazam side continued undisturbed, while no signs of unrest were 
apparent on the Black Mountain border. The quickness with which 
Malakand was reinforced had doubtless exercised a strong effect upon all 
the tribes who might nave been inclined to join th;! Swatis. It was the 
Lower Swatis, who bad generally been despised as fighting men, who 

• really formed the bulk of the recent attacking force. Thus the Khan 
of Ala.dand, whose conduct had been exemplaly since the Chitral Cam· 
paign, and who had provided a portion of the levies, receiving a subsidy 
in return, was among the enemy killed in one of the attach. Villagers 
who had been in the habit of furnishing supplies for the past two years, 
and who were perfectly well known to the garrison, shared in the ghaza1 

fighting well too. . 

The only disquieting frontier ne~s was to the effect that a number 
<•f mullahs with a following of fanatical tribesmen had left Ningrabar, 
Tag-.\v and other distdcts about Jellalaba.d to join either the Mullah of 
Hadda* or the ")!ad Fakir." 

Jirgah1 now began to come in to ~fajor Deane from the offending 
country beyond the Swat River, and these submissions were expedited 
wlu·n Sir Bindon Bl~.~od with the ht B1·igade under Brigadier-General 
Meiklej•Jlm mo\·ed up the left bank of the Swat River into Cpper Swat. 
Tlu~ LoJwer Swat is geuemlly sulJmitt<.-d unconditionally and were allowed 
t<J tdurn to their villages. 

The ~trength (•f the 1st Bt·igade was increased for the purpose of the 
ad\"an~·e l•)' one field and two nwuntain IJattel'ies, the Guides Camlry aud 

• r,Jt Part lll, Cl•&(!h:r L 
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a detachment of the 11th Beng11l Lance~; and a~ the tribestneu always 
dread both artilltwy and cavalry, ospecially the former, it was not ex• 
pected that the progress of this formidable force would be seriously 
resisted. The Bunerwals who were on the right flank of the advancing 
force were not expected to make any demonstration ; but to guard 
against possible trouble with them, the 1st Reserve Brigade at Mardan 
under Brigadier-General J. H. Wodehouse was raised to the full 
strength by the addition of the Highland Light Infantry and the 2ud 
Queen'11 Regiment from Rawalpindi. General W odf!house then tnoved 
out in force to Rustam, 20 miles north-east of Mardan, to watch the 
southern border of the Buner country, having with him one squadron of 
the lOth Bengal Lancers, the Highland Light Infantry, and the 39th 
Garhwalis. The appeat·ance of this force at Rustam was very timely as 
it reminded the Bunerwals that they could be attacked both in front and 
in rear. The 1\Iusa Khel, holding the country between Landaki and 
Barikot had already submitted in haste before the 1st Brigade started 
marching. 

While Sir Bindon Blood wa'!l preparing for his advance, orders were 
,issued from Simla on •the 13th AuguRt for the concentration at Rawal
pindi of two additional Reserve Brigades to be known as the 2nd and 
3rd Reserve Brigades oil the Malakand Field Force. The new brigades ' 
were constituted as follows :-

2nd Rwrt-e Brigade :-2nd Oxfordshire Light Infantry from Fet•oze· 
pore; 2nd &yal Irish Regiment from Jubbulpore and Saugor; 1st 
Battalion 3rd Gurkha Rifles from Almora; 12th Bengal Infantry from 
Bareilly; No. 31\Iountain Battery from J utogh; 18th B~ngal Lancers at 
.Rawalpindi; No. 4 Company Bombay Sappers from Kirkee. 

3td Resel"oe Brigade :-1st N orthamptonshire Regiment from Secun
der-abad ; 1st Dorsetshire Regiment from Bang<tlore ; 9th Gurkha Rifles 
from L·msdowne ; 1st Battalion 2nd Gurkha Rifles from Dehra Dun ; 
3rd Field Battery. from Saugor ; 3rd Bengal Cavalry from Fyzabad ; 
No.4 Company Madras Sappers from Bangalore. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

TRE ACTION AT LANDAKT. 

MAJOR-GE~ERAL SIR BINDON 13Looo ruot;ed out from Tl1ann on the left 

bank of the Swat Ri\·er at 6-30 on Tuesday morning, August 17th. 
A~ alren,dy f•Jrcwamed hy a. reconnoitring party, he found some three 
thousand trlbesmen gathered near Landa.ki to oppose his advance 11p 
the valley, and w ~<lear the.se away an action becante necel"''!!.ry. The 
lOth Field Rtttt>ry got to work without delay, its twel\'e-pounder guns 
tnaking e:xccllent practice, and the Royal \Vest Kent Hegiment at· 
tacked on the Mt, while Brigadier-General Meiklejohn; with two regi
ments and six companies of native infantt-y and a ntountain battery, 
advanced on the right, to make a turning movement and so cut off the 
enemy's line of retreat tq th~ hills on the right. The tribesmen would 
twt wait until this movement was developed, about two thousand r·e· 
tiring rapidly oYer the Morah Pass into Buner. \hese wcm apparently 
a contingent of tho Salarz~i Bunerwals. The remaindet• stood their 
ground fvr some time, but were driv"ln from theit· position, and by 
ll A.M. the action was ovet·, the enemy being i.\ full retrttat. 

The following are the details of the fighting :-

On the enemy being @ighted at 8 o'clock the foree mot;ed steadily up 
to the foot of the long spur wllich runs down towards the Swat Rivet' 
ft'l•m the range on the right, and the attack was comtnencffi by the West 
Kents dd\'ing ha~k skirmishers from the small spur in front, where they 
Wt>re pre~ently reinf<•rced by No. 71lountain Battery under Major Fegan, 
who hpt up a galling fire on the main body of the enemy, assisted by No. 
10 Fidd Battery ft·om the plain below. The guns had come up to theil:' 
po~ition over ground wl•id1 wa~:~ \'ery difficult for wheeled artillery. 
Meanwhile the main atuck umlPr Bl'igadier-Gcr.aral Meiklejohn wM 
dt!l'eloped on the t·ight. The 24th Punjab Infantry, supportt~d hy the 3lllt 
Punjab Infantry, with tht:! -l:ith Sikhs in reserve, worked theit· way up 
the hill to witl.in 500 yards of the cre~t line, where they opened a heaY.)" 
tlrc on the po~ition. By this time No.8 Burubay Mountain Battet·y, com• 

tnanJeJ loy l~'l}ltain Bh·eh had j(Jined the firing line &nd came into action 
at :1 t<uoge vf aLont ."100 ya1·ds. Tl1e resistance offered here was slight, 
iillJ the. trvopli ~Wvu wvn tla:ir way tAJ the Slltulllit of the riJge. Th11y 
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now wheeled to the lt>ft, and swept the cre~t of the hill before them £or 
a short distance, when they were joined by the West Kent Regiment. 
Tl1e battery (No. 8) opened fire on a small stone fort at a range of 600 

yards and after shelling it for about ten minutes it was rushed by the 
West Kents. Resistance had practically ceased, and. the enemy were 
seen streaming away across the plain below in the direction of Butkela. 
and were harrassed by shrapnel from No 8 at a longish range . 

.All this time tl1e Guides had been anxiously awaiting their oppor· 
tunity. A narrow ca.usewa.y comiilanded by the enemy's fire prevented 
them from pll.Ssing round the end of the ridge into the plain beyond, but 
·when the position was evacuated they at once advanceJ and werll seen 
from above moving rapidly towards the vilbge of Kotah. The retreat· 
ing tribesmen had reached a point about a mile beyond this vilhlge and 
were alreadr close under the hills. Passing the village the Guides 
broke into a gallop; but to those watching from the hills it became plain 

that the fugitives could r~ach shelter before it was possible for the 
cavalry to overtake them. T11e heavy dce·fields soon told on the troop 
horses, and a few, better mounted than the rest, singled themselves out 
from the advancing IJ.ine of horsemen and bravely forged ahead many 
yards in front o( their corps. Then occurred a most regrettable in· 
tident. The two leader.-q, Lieutenant Grea.vei and Captain Palmer, were 
met by a heavy volley-the former was shot dead and Captain Palmds 
horse was killed and be himself shot through the right wrist. Colonel 
A dams and Lord Fincastle, who were close behind, at once daHiu~d in to 
rescue their fallen comrades, who were now surrounded by a crowd of 
ghaz,•-both their horses were shot under them and they found them· 
"Selves on foot under a heavy fire at a distance of about 20 yards. By 
this time Lieutenant MacLean with a few sowars had arrived on 
the scene and the little party dashed in most gallantly to the rescue 
()f the officers. Lieutenant Greaves' body was safely remm·ed, but 
meanwhile Lieutenant MacLean was shot through both thighs and 
bled to death almost immediately. Colonel .Adams and some of his 
men again charged into the hornet( nest at the risk of their lives and 
bore away his body. The cav<\lry now took up their position in a 
neighbouring clump of trees, which they defended until i·clievcd by 
6ume infantry and No. 8 :Mountain Battery. This clo;jCd the operations 
of the day, and the enemy tetreated over the hills. Other ca~ualties 
were Colonel Adams, Guides, slightly wounded; three sepoys, 24th Pun· 
jab Infantry, wounded; one &poy, 31st Punjab Infantry, wounded; one 
l:t'poy, 4jth Sikh,;, wvundcJ; two fullvwt:r>~, wounded. .A~ !\!Jllle. of tht'! 
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Dun(·n•al~ who had been engaged in the fight were retrl'ating into tl11'ir 
(IWII countr.1· ont· tJ,e )fot·alt Pa~<s, tlu·~· were JiUI'S~ed and routed h.v 
~fa jot· Ddamain with two squadrons of the I Ith Bengal Lancers who had 

ken left l•ehiud at Thana., and who oow a(X!()unted for some 20 or 30 of 

these trill~lilen. 
As must almost neces:~u·ily happen after & despe~-ate fight, some 

l'athe~· conflicting accounts were subsequently r~iYed a.s to the details 
c•f the Guides' chal'ge. To publish all these would not perhaps make the 

st<..li'Y any clt>arer, but room may be found for an extract from a private 

ldte~· of an officer with the lst Brigade, the publication of which set at; 
rest the contro,·eri'y as to the exact l!lannet· iu ~·hich Lieutenants Gt·eaves 
and ~fa<:Lean l!let their deaths:-" When tLe lst squadNn of the Guides 
Ca,·alry del)(juched frum the causeway, the enemy wut-e a.lrtady taking 
a position on a hill about I! miles away up the ,·alley. C-olonel .Adams 
the1·eupon dil'ected the squadron to mo,·e across tLe plain to a f:llpe of 
trees, about lZ>O yards from the enemy's position. Capbtin Palmer 

meanwhile had got sepamted from his men, owing to the ground'being 
intersect~d l•y nullahs, and O:.lonel Adams was unable to make him un· 
det·stand his intended mo\·ements. Shortly aftet·Y"'~rds Captain Palmer; 

luuking round and seeing Colonel Adams with the squadron following, 
thou;:;ht he meant to cha1·ge the enemy's position. He therefore kept 
aheat~ followed by Gt·ea,·es who seemed to hlve a difficulty in hold
ing Lis h01'Se. Lord Fincastle l!leanwl,ile had been following the 
c·amlry on one flank, but hearing Colonel Adams shouting to Palmer 
he clvsed up toward~ the former and rode towards the tope with hiw. 

On neal'ing the 1<..1pe Palmer and Grean~s made a dash for some stand~ 
arJs at tl1e foot of the hill which was now occupied by some four or fire 
lmuJred glw.:i1. TI1ey were at once att~ked, Greaves falling at the foot 
tof the J,i\1, and Palmer's lwrse king shot down. The latter, on being 

t.li~mounteJ, at once engaged in a hand to hand conflict. Colono:I.A.dams 
talll:'d out' Fvllow me,' and he and Fincastle went straigl1t fur Greaves. 
v•ho wa.5 now sm-r~undtld by gl,a:il. Fint:astle's horse was killed a f<!W 

ya.tds off, and he ran up on ftlot, Culonel .Adams haTing already got up. 
Tbe latt.t:r di:mwunted, but Firlt:a.stlt!Sl1outed to Lim to get up again, 

w!,idt he did, wl,ile Fin(·a~tle tried to get G!'eaves, who \\"'dii still alive,. 
on t<} Adams' hlmC. TI1e gf.a:i• poured in a heavy fi~, and .Adams 
ht•t'l'c was wounded, wl,ilc Gt·ea\'t:S was t>lwt dt"ad in Fin.:astle's arms a;; 

!,l:' was l .... in:; lift~ ... l, and the L1ttees s<~ilJbard wail sma.~hed hy a Lu!ll:'t. 
Tw.) S•Jwr.rs lm'all\1 hile },ad •·iJ.len out t•) Palwtr'a a.:;~i,tan.:e, wLo W!\3 

1-tlt'ldy W••Ulidnl, ·ancl gut him Lack W th~ t•-'1*· Tht'~i! tW•i SH'IY3.U 

tln·n r•JILit' vl.l tv I.dp .\.datus anJ Fin,.~' tie -t.Jil wlww. tlu:- pl.a:i- w·d·~• 



60 

dc~ing-antl om.• had l1is ho~e killetl. Lieuh'nant 1\f:wLc·an eame ont a. 

minute hter, having di:;monnted the l'emain•ler of the "''1nadron in the 
k•pe, whel}('e they kept up a he1ny fir€' on the t>Demy ; he aniTt-<l just 

in time to ehel'k the l'IH"IllY as they were pn:·J~&ting to msh thl'l<t' two 
£~fficerlil. MacLean l•rougllt thrl"e snw:us Pnt 11·ith him, two 1•f wlwm 
baJ their bot~s shut under tht>m. Meanwhile Adams arHl Fi11m~tle 
had ~n c:wrying Greavel> nearer tlu: tope. l\hrLean was sh••t through 
buth thighs as he was helping Fineastle to lift Gn:an,•s' l~i.)(l_r {lfl to his 
Jwrse. Adams and Fint.':l:ltle then gnt lnek safd)· to tlh~ h•pe with the 
dismounted i!Owars wlw sup}J'•rted the l\Jdie.i~ of Mad.Ran allll Gt•t•an·s 
on MacLean's horse. This tope was held fur ah1ut a qnarh•r of an l11•nr 
until the iubntry arrived, the enem~Js fit'~:: being exceedingly lwt as 
our troops w~re practically attacked on three sides.'' 

Lieutenant R T. Greans, h:longe<l to the L'\nca.~hire Fu:;ilit·~, and 

being on }~,·e from llis re!,_riment, wa.s acting as spt•dal ennt-:<J~•n<lt>ut of 
the 1'imt• rf llrdia. Lieutenant· H. I.. S. M.1e.Lt'an lx.·lollf,'<"J t•) tht' Guitl,•s: 
he hatl l1een woundt'<l in tl•e pre,·ions fighting at Malakallll ln1t h;Hl 

tt'joint...J his Ngimente Lord Fineastle h:lvngt'l.l h1 the Hith Llnt't'l'l'l and 
Wll.:i acting as the :>pecial coJTt>Spontlent ,,f tl•e T11~~r& \\'ith the )lalakand 
FidJ Fvrce, In reclignitiou c•f hi11 hert•i~m Gt'nt•ml Ulvt•d at vll<'e 

a.tt.adu.:d him to the Guitle~ l'amlry fnr tlnt~·· 

On Nunmher flth Lit'utenant-l'ol•·••d H. B. Atlan•s a!Hl U•l'll Fiu
('aMtle -.·ere ~,.razt'lted fur tht' Yict•-·•·ia l'l'<•S.'l.. 

><· 
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CHAPTER rilL 

COSCLUtJISG OPERATIONS IN TilE SWAT VALLEY, 

THE furce continued its n1arch into Upper Swat un the 18th .August, 

lea ring Laudaki at sunrise. No oppo>ition was encounkreu on the 
way, and the troop~ camped near the village of Ghalajai. Het·e 

Major Deaue t•ecd,·ed a letter from the Miau Guls and otht>r tril!es in 
gt'llt'ral terms of submis~ion to the GoYemll.lent. This included all the 
tribes of V"pper ~wat. The" Mad Fakir, was said to h;we moved off 

in the direction of Bunet'. The next day, August 19th, the force moved 
up the valley to Mingaora, a large village on a tributary of the Swat 
Hin-r, and camped there for five days. The Swatis appeared to ha,·e 
complt-tely settled down, and were sending in every d;ty their submissions 
and their anu~, soUH! uf them enn as~i~ting Majur Deane in forwarding 
dakl to and fl'Om Chakdara. Over 800 guns and rifles Wt're collt>cted, 
including some Gowrnment titles stolen frumo> the hlalakand Fort. 
The Guides CaYahy made a numllt'r of peacdul reconnait:sances, and 
surrey patties did some wotk in pelfect security. In short, the objt>Ct 
uf the advance up the Swat Yalley seemed 1\'h·eady to have l.leen fully 
accnmplishell, and on the 2;')th August Brigadier-General Meiklejohn's 

Brigade ~>till'ted to retrace its steps. 

We may pause hei't' for a moment to describe in greater detail 
this march of the Fiehl Furce uuder Gt>neral Sil· Bindon Blood up tht3 

Swat Yalley, as it had been one of great intere;t to all who had taken 
1~11t in it. The greater part of the country tmvdled over was preYiou~Ir 
quite unknown to Em·opeans exct'pt from the reports of natiws ; and 
the map C(•mpiled from Yarious sources by the Intelligence Bmnch, 
although in the main correct as to namt>s and intermediate distances, 
pt·on·d td be considet-aLly out as regards the general direction of the 
nlky, which keeps a more easterly bearing than had been estimated. 

From Chakdam the valley runs straight, gcnC'ral direction E.-Y.-E., 
a .. ~ Car as ]'\;uikut, a distance of some 1:? miles, when it turns sharply 
alnwst due JM'th fur a a<lwrt way, and then a:,rain resmut>s its ea~tel'ly 
lw:ating, running al~c•nt X.· E. fur some 20 tnill:'s. NunH:'l'l•ns 8ide stre:uu~ 
j.>in tilt· ~wat I:in~t· at nu·inu~ point~, and tl1e whule \'alley is of wondt•rful 

f,·ltilit~·-at tbat tilllt' uf tilt' )"t':ll' it was grei·n with luxuriant l'l'l•);,u{ 

gt v\1 iug 1 i~:t! aud luJiau tui'U. Yilbg<'~ ar~ t!Jit.:kl.l· ....:attt'l"t:J al .. ug t'al:h 
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side of the main stream, and at'ound them arc the invarial,Je grave~'atds, 
shatllld Ly groves of tree:!, which form such a characteri~tic ft>ature in 
tlu: scenet·y of this part of the world. Xumerous remains of Buddhist 
~· stnpa:!," lllonasteries and other buildings al'e passed, which would afford 
nn intet'esting field for. investi:;ation to the arcla~ologist, Most of 
these remains are of great antiquity, 1\S is proved by the writings 
of the Chinese traveller Hiuen-Tsiang, who ascended this valley some 
1,~00 years ago, and whose remarks upon pwminent features aml 
objects of religious interest were verified in numerous in~tancc~ uy 
Major Dt>ane, Pulitie.al Agent, who took a JlUIIlber of interesting 
impressions of Pt\li inscdptions, and also of the footprints of Buddha, 
which latter and their exact location are accurately dt.>scribed in the 
manuscript above refened ·to. Even at this eariy date Hiuen·T~iang 
~peaks of the reruains as "old and ruined." 

As one advances up the valley the scenery becomes wilder and more 
mount<linous, The hills, whic~ rise to heights of 3,000 or 4,000 feet 
auo,·e the rivet' bed, uecomc ruore rugged and bolder in outline, wltile 
the snow~· peaks of the Kohistan are seen towering in the far distanc'e. 
These rise to altitude! of 16,000 or 1 i,OOO f~et and form a fine back
grouml to the vista of the ri,·er winding sluggishly along through its 
green lt>vcl Yallev bounded 011 either side by bare rockv hills on which . . . 
the pines begin to show theruselves at elevations of 4,000 to 5,000 feet. 

The furthest point reached by the cavalry reconnaissance on the 
21st August from )!ingaora l the present capital) was Gutibagh, auout 
12 miles higher up, where a halt was made on the summit of a small 
eminence opposite to the junction of the .,hnawai River with the Swat. 
Fruru here the,view extended SOllie 5 or 6 ruiles further, beyond which 
point the t·in•r appears to trend in a more northerly direction towards 
the Kohilitan or hill-country proper-the vaUtJy itst:lf still fertile and 
thickly populated. ·Between Mingaora and this point the village of 
Maoglaor was passed : thi~ was the former capital and is surrounded by 
numerous Buddhist reruains. Here, and for a few miles higher up, the 
ulley wid~ns, instead of narrowing as was expected, and Lroad titrctches 

of cultiYation are found on both sides of the Swat. 

The reconnaissance to the Karakar Pass on the 2jth August lifted 

the" purdah" of anotlter hitherto· unexplored country. This pas~ lead::~ 
frvm Buikot in the Swat Yalla::y into the Salarzai portion of I:uner, 
and is one which is wuch U.seJ fur the eXJM't of gi~\in frvlll C pper 
Swat SliUt!tW;U·lh to nu-taJU and otlu:'f Indian lll<il'tS, Tltc I'"·"" is an 
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cAAj one, some 4,500 feet in height aboYe the ~ea. Jerel, and from it'l 
summit a fine ,·iew is obtained of this portion of Buner. The gener.\l 
character of the country appeared to be similar to Swat, that is to say, 
a mouutainous country with wide, !eYe! river beds which are fertile and 

highly cultivated. Immediately l1elow the pass is an open Yalley, now 
green with growing crops, drained hy a stream which makes its way 
through a break in the hills into a larger valley beyond. Mountains rise 

in the background, beyond which lies the Indus, and on the nether ~ide 
a ri,·er of considerable size (the Barundu) is seen winding its way south 

and east through a broad fertile valley. 

Thus the expedition had served to reveal some 40 miles of new 
country of a highly interesting character. The Swat Valley is of gr~mt 

fertility throughout. The pl'incipal crops are Indian corn, wheat, barley 
and rice: fruit trees are scarce, although doubtless they would flourish 
if once planted and cared fur. Vines, tomatoes and watPr-melons are 
grown and ripen well. The villages are of the usual Pathan type, flat· 
l'oofed, built of stone and rubble, the household utensils few and rude, 
with grain stored in bins made of earth and stra~, or else buried in the 
grvund. The old Buddhist road, flagged in places, is still the principal 
means of communication up and down the valley, and is good enough 
except at tho:>e places where spurs run down frctn the hills and dip steep

ly to the rh·er. Here the roadway is generally very bad, being rough, 
stony and uneven, and it was such a place that delayed the Guid~s in 
their pursuit of the enemy after the action at Landaki. 

As regards the Swatis themselves both Upper and Lower are of 
pronouncedly Semitic type with aquiline noses, thin lips, and sharp 
glt•:m.ing eyes. .Must of the elder men are bearded, and many of the 
fal·es show signs of strong individuality and character. They are power· 
fully built, and wonderfully actiYe on the hillside. As regards the 
women few or none (except old hags and quite young gids) were seen, 
as they had all been removed to l!a.fe retreats among the hills during Sir 
Bindun Dlood's occupation of the Yailey. 

On tht> 27th August the 2nd Brigade, under Brigadier-General 
J dl'reys, mar·thed out to Thana, to relieve the returning 1st Brigade 
w!tid1 was orJereJ to rest at Khar, Sir BinJvn Bloud and hi8 staff and 
the Ho~·al \r e~t Kent Hegunent prU~:eeding to }falakanU. This move 
was tlwugl1t at tit·~t to prdude an advance into Buner-a measure hy no 
ln~an~ uucalleJ fur in view vf tl1tl fatt tl1at the Salarzai section of the 

Buu,·rwals l'etaine•l ,;vtue tweuty rilles and a large :uuuunt uf Martini, 
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nmmnnition raptured at the Malakand. Bttt the id~a., if it was ewr 
entertained, was reliml'li~hed, gt·e;Ltly to the diH:tppoiutment of the now 
idle Fielu Force ; and the following moves were ordered:-" The 2nd 
13rigade, with divisional troops, will march back past Klutr to Golagmm 
to awitit orders; the ht 13rigade remaining at Khar. A small force of 

all anus will proceetl to Uch to support the !\.hart of Dir in settling the 
right bank of the Swat. The 1st Re~et·ve Brigade, henceforth styled the 

3rd Brigade of the 1\!alakand Field Force, will withdraw from Rustam 
and concentrate at :Mardan.'' 

Colonel Reiu wa~ given cummnnd of the force moving toUch, which 
was composed of the lOth Field Battery, all the 11th Bengal Lancers 
ll.\'aila)Jle, except one squadron, the 38th Dogras, and the 22ml Punjab 

Infantry. Uch.is situated about six miles from ChaktL'tra on the Dir 
Hoad. On the 2Dth August the troops composing the Udt force con· 
centrated at C1takdara, and moved off toUch the following day, when 

they were joined by .Majot' Deane. The work of disarmament there waa 

at once begun, and large quan'titif'~ of firearms were readily hronght in, 
showing that the spirit of the Swr.tis to the north was thoroughly broken. 
These were the clans'which s11tfered such terrible lu~ses at ClPiktlam. 

The Khan of Dir was then at Uch, and he was well pleased to see tho 

policy of disarmament b~ing ca1Tied out so thoroughly. 

The 2nd Brigade under Brigadier-General Jeffreys, which had been 

marched back to Golagraru to await ortlers, was now dirE>ctetl to move 

out against the Utman Khels, ~tarting on the 30th ·August; anu <Japtain 
Walttlrs with one troop of the 11th 13engal Lancers was sent on in front, 
two days ahead of the brigaue, to reconnoitre the pas~es. The ln7Mi 

Pa~;s, 12 ruiles from Khar (which is not to be confused v:ith the pa~s of 
tl!e &'\me name in the :Molnnand country), was reached by Gen~ral 

Jeffreys without opposition, but there the advance camll to an abrupt 

enu, the brig~tJ.e being at once recalled to Khar. . . 

There were two reasons for this sudden cancellation of the mo\'e· 
ruent against the l"tman Khels. In the first place, the Mohmand~ on the 
r .. shawar frontier had risen in force in front of Shahkaclr (under 
circulll;;tances which will presently be relateu); and the whole of Sir 
.UinJun Blood's Di\'ision-that j;; to s."ty, General Jeffreys' Brigade m<J\'in~ 
againbt tlul 'GtJuan Kl1els, General J!t:iklejohn's Brigaue re~tin~ at Kltar, 
and General Wodl'hou~e'il Bri~aue watching the Buner frontier at Hui!· 

tam-was requireJ to bt~ a\'ailahle at Khar to CO·IJpemk at auy 

llluwcut with Ueueral Ellt::s' Diruion at l'~:;;hawar, iuca.;e it ~110uiJ \.Jt: 
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decided to arh·ance into the heart of the Mohruand country and deal 
a knock-out },low at the new rising. The second reason for recalling 
(h'neral Jeffreys's Bl'igade from the Utman Khel passes was connected 
with e\'cnts tl'anRpiring or at least impending in the direction of Ucil. 
The Hadda Mullah, of whom much will have to be told in subsequent 
pag<>s, and whose :M:ohmand army just alluded to had already been 
t:e\'en~ly chastised by General Elles's troops, was apparently bent on re
tdt•\·ing his fortunes in a new direction; in other words, he was reported 
to be preparing an attack upon the Khan of Dir. News was brought in 
that the mullah lmd succeeded in collecting a large force of Western 
Mulnnands for this purpose, and that he was trying to persuade the 
Utman Khels and Bajoul'is to join him. It was therefore considet·ed 
a<hisable to keep General Jeffreys's Bl'igade in hand at Khar, instead of 
loNing it for a time in trivial operations against a comparatively small 
clan like the Utman Khels, I!O that in the event of the Khan of Dir 
being seriously threatened the brigade could Le promptly despatched 
to join Colonel Reid's column at Uch. From Uch to Sado on the Panj
kora River is one march only, and a force placed there could check any 
hostile movement against Dir. 

It has been mentiot~ed that the 3rd Briga.de under Brigadier-Gene. 
ral Wtlddwuse was withdrawn from the Buner frontier to l'llardan in 
ordet• to be at hand for possible employment with

1
General Elles's Division 

against the Mohmands. The move was no sooner carried out than the 
brig:tde was further ordered to Uch (instead of General Jeffreys's Bri
gade) to join Colonel Reid's force. The march was quickly accom
plished, and on assuming command of the uuit.ed forces at Uc.h, General 
W O(h·house at once sent out a sm:Lll force to take possession of the 
l'anjkut·a bridge from the Dir levies which was effected without opposi· 
tion, though only just in time to forestall the Mohmandil. 

On the 5th September orders were issued for the 2nd and 3rd 
B1 ig<tdes of Sir Bindon Blood's Field Force to move towards Nawagai on 

tht> tlOl'thern confines of the Molnuand country and then turn southwards 
acl'nrJing to ci1·cumstances, with the view to eventually effecting a juuc
tiou with the fol'ce under General Elles which would advance from Shab. 
kadr to meet Sir Biudun Blood. 

And n(lw it will be convenient to leave the Mu.lakand Field Ful'ce 
tt·mt~~rarily and to tum to those events at SlmLkadr which added the 
~lvluuau~l cuuutty l.-J the "dllitu1·Led arta." ou our fnilltier. 
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PART III. 

THE MOHMAND RISING. 

CllAPTER I. 

THE RAID O:lf SIIABKADR FORT. 

WniLE in the early part of August Sit· Bindon Blood was pr£>pnring 

for the advance up the Swat Valley which led to the fight at Lan<lnki 

and to·the subsequent sub~ugation of the Swat tribes, another gr·ave 
outbreak of trih<Ll fanaticism was di:;turbing.that portion of our bordet• 
which faces the Mohruand tcnitory. 

(. 

The facts are briefly ~hese. About four o'clock in the afternoon of 
Saturday, August 7th, some four or five thousa.nd Mohmands made 1t 

:mddcn incursion into 'British territory near Shabk:tdr Fort, 18 miles 
north of Pe:,;hawar. They moved upon the Hindu village of Shankat·· 
g:wh, which is the bazaa.r of Slmbkitdr, and burnt it, killing two men 
who had remained there. The rest of the villagers, having been warnl'Cl 
of the appt'oach of the raiders, had already sought refuge in the Fort, 
held by a detachment of tlu1 Border Police. Slmhkadr it8clf wa>~ not 

wry fiercely assailed, but some sort of an assault upon it did take plar:(', 
and the Border Police fired on the miders, killing and woundiug a 

number of them. 

On the news of this ontlJreak reaching Peshawar, the &'lme evening, 
Bri~radier-Geneml E. R. Elles, commanding the Pcxhawar District, 
took out a reinforcing column consi~ting of four gun~ of the 51Ht 

Fidd Battery, two squadrons of the 13th Ben~ral L'lncers, fnm· com· 

p.'lnies of the Sonwrset~hire Light Infantry, and the whole of the 20th 
Punjab Infantry. Tl1e eamlry went on altead, and anivNl at SIJnl,kadr 
at () A.lf. The gtmR and infantry were a gr1od dt·al rh·layt>d in cro~sing 
th,.. 1\ah"l Uinr ),aving to l1e feniell onr. By tl.i~ time the raiders 
!tad di:;;lppeared and wt-re repOiit-d to have !llttTiPrlly rctin·d aet·us)! 

the bordt'r on thE.' appruach uf tl1e reinforcing troop~>~. 
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Sha1Jkadr Fort w~ built by the Sikhs. It stands on a mound and 
has wall~ fifty fe,t high, so is practically impregnable to any force with· 
1•ut artillery. Sh:mkargarh was an old Sikh Cantonment bazaar, 
iuhabitell chiefly by ri!:h Hindu money-lende1-s, who had very profitable 
dealings with the trilJesrnen 011 both sides of the border, which is only 
tl11·ee miles distant. At the time of the raid Shabkadr was held by forty 
u1· fifty B'Jnler Police, and the attack lasted from about 4 P.M. tu 5 A.M., 

the little g<\l'rison accounting fur some furty of the tribesmen without 
loss to thernseh·es. 

This raid, it may be said at once, though the fact was not learnt till 
afterwat·d~, was the dil'ect wurk of the nou,.rious Mullah of Hadda., Najib· 
ud-din, who has ah·eady b~en alluded to in these pages, and who was at 
th:tt time a gt·ea.t power among the more fa.ua.tical t1·ibesmen in the 
Mvlllwl.lld country, as well~ in B:~.jour and the Utman Khel districli. 
It wa.~ thi11 mullah who tried so hard t,.) create trouule for us dm·ing the 
Chitral Campaign, and it was he ag-ain beyond all doubt whose plutting 
h11d indiredly hdped to bring abJut the recent rising in the Swat 
Valley. He lived at the supposed village of Jarobi* at the head of 
the Bohai Valley, in that p:u·t of the Mohw<it~d COWltry which is 
ulltlet• the Amit• of Kabul, and was known to have intimate relations 
with the Sipah S:1lar, General Ghulam Hyier Khan, Karki (com
manding the troops in Ea.stem Afghanistan, with head-quarters at 
Jcllalabad). While the htte attack on the 1.hlakand was proceeding 
the Hadda. Mullah h:td collected a body of men and sent them to help 
the Swati:L A few days before the pt·esent raid on Shabkad1· the mullah 
had succeeded in stining up the fauaticism of the. N orthem and Western 
M•Jillllaudli, and had g-athered a collSidet-able body of men about him. 
Tl1ili fvt-ce &\hanced down the Bohai Valley, crossed the Na.haki Pas.~ 
and then entt!reJ. the Gandab Valley, allll so into British territury at 
Shabkadr. The !'"aid was doubtless designed to etfect a diversion in 
farvur of the Swati.;, still suffering from their failure to capture the 

~Lilakand or Chakdara.. If the Ha.dda Mullah had timed his etfort so 
that Shabkadr should be attachd 011 the same day as the Mala· 
kand, he would have done & clever struke of busine:>S, and widespt'ead 
uu~;u;in~ wuuld have bt!eU caused all along our Peshawa1· frontier. AB 
it WilS, uur h'UVpti (as alttady shuwn) had swcvt the Lowt:r Swat deal' of 
ttiLc.~tu.:=n, two full bl'igaJes in the Mala.kand wet·e ready to operate in 

• The m~··t·ry tnv•l•'l'lng this place was dbptlled a ColU!Jle or mouths later wilcQ 
G~uoro.l Jill"" hl\,-J \1!~ J'~ft.l<lh ul tl..c !lcW.i \a.lk.)' (I ult l,;llapl~r \'ij, 
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any direction, while 1\ reserve brigade had been formed at 1\tardan which 
could move at a few hours' notice into the Peshawar v.~lley. 

As for the Mohmand tribes, a few words will suffice to tell all tlutt 
needs to be stated here about them. They hold the country hounded 
ou the south by the Kabul River from J ellalabad to· its entrance into 
British territory, and on the north by Bajour. They extend west· 
wards to the hill country above the Kunar Rivet·, and in the ea8t they 
touch the Peshawar border and the Utnutn Khd country lying about 
the junction of the Swat and Panjkora Rivers. Under the Durand 
Trtmty they came partly under the politic<tl influence of the Judiau 
Government and partly under that of the Amir of Kabul. The actual 
demarcation of the zones of influence has never been carried out, the 
attempt to form a Boundary Commission having come to nought a few 
mouths previously. The following is an official description of the 
.Mohmand territory: "The country of the l\lolmmnds is divided naturally 
into two parts, the rich alluvial lan&! along the Lank of the Kabul 
Uivet• from Jelhllabad to Lalpura, and the country to the e<Lst of Lalpum, 
consisting of a network of hill~ and valleys. The principal of the lattet· 
are the valleys of Sbihuan, G<~ndab and Pandiali. They are, as a rule, 
dry aud arid water-courses, raging torrents in heavy min, but u:mally 
presenting a stony and shingly ted, from which slopes of barren ground 
lead to the rocky spu~ and ranges that flank them." As the Dumnd 
boundary runs from Landi Kotal eastwards of Lalpura and then along 
the watershed sepamting the basins of the Kunar ami Panjkom Hivcrs, 
the most consideraule portions of the country are within the British 
zone. The fighting strt!ngth of the whole tribe is put at Lctwecnl7,000 
and 18,1 00, the Baizai accounting for one-half of the total. These hold 
the castem pm"t of the country adjacent to Bajour and the Utman Khd 
border. The Mohruands had nevet· bet'n accounted an enemy of IUuch 
importance in previous conflicts with our troops. In 1880 they made 
but a poor resistance, when some 5,000 of them, who hau crossed the 
Kabul River neat• Dakka, were attacked by a column f!50 strong under 
Culvnel Boisragon. On an earlier occasion, in 1870, a small dctach
meut of 170 men of the l\lcrwara. Battalion, under Captain ()' l\loore 
Creagh, succes,fully helu a position near Kane Dakka against several 
thou:;aud l\lohrnan&! who atta~ked for six hours. As a tribe, the 
l\luhruands are split up into >:.ix clans: the Baizai, already 1m·nti(Jneu 
g••)d fighting ruen ; the Tarakzai (induuing the J,.\ Khd and Barhan 
Khd~ ~,SOO; the llalimzai, 2,(;00; the Khwaizai, l,fl(J(); the lJawezai, 
!'iJJ; aud the rtiUanlai, -!IJO. Then~ i" a CO!li}Jill'<~tinly ca~y route iJJto 
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their country from ~htta, a. t~w miles north of Sha.lJkadr, over the 
lnzad ra~s. • This is known as the Alikandi route, and it might have 
bt"en used by the Chitml Relief Force in 1895 in preference to that on~r 
the ~Ialakand, but it was thought desirable not to enter the Muhmand 
country at that time. 

• Another pass bearing this name, situate in the A.fridi country, comes Into thenar
rotire later, 
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CJIAPTER 11. 

PROllrT REPRIS.\LS. 

Tn& report regarding the retirement of the Mvhmanll raitle~ afkr 

the arriml at Shat•kadr of strong rdnforcements from P~:>hawar was 

true only in part. They withdrew to the lt•w hills whidt run frt>m thll 

main ranges to within a mile of the Fort, which is three rnih~s ft't>m thtl 

bot\ler line. Here they remained out of gnn:'lhot range. Their numbe1~ 
increaseJ on Sunday night, August 8th, the presence of the ILultb 

:Mullah serving to attract contingents from all the MuhmanJ clans, with 
the exception of the Tarakzai. 

On ~Ionday morning, August 9th, at daybreak, Lientt>nant·C'vlonel 

'W von, 21Jth Punjab Infantry, who l1atl bt>en left in Ct•mtn:uHl at Slnb

ka.tlr by B•·igadier-Geneml Elles, mn\·etl out his tn•op:1 to th~ attaek. 
He h<'tl at hi~ di~l)("'-1Jt four guns of the 5bt FidJ Battery, two s•pmd
ronil of the 13th Ben~al L'\ncei~ two Collipauies of the Suluer'S1:'tshire 
Light Infantry, and the whole of the .20th Punjab Infantry, 6•)0 str••n;.r, 
or a t11tal of between 1,1~ and l,:.!•)'J men. The enemy':~ line was al~lllt 

two miles in leu;;th, some 6,000 men, at least, being a.;;gemhled. Their 
right rested on the high hills, tht'ir centre exten1led acru~~ the I•JW hill~, 
while their ldt strekhed' into the cultivated ground in the plain it~df. 
(.\.hood W ovn he;;:m his att.'kk with the infaott-y, slwt·tly aftt-r (J o'd•~~:k, 

tmt cvultlmake no impre;;,;ivn on the positino, anti Lis small force was 
outtlanked by the )1vlmi:md~ who strc:~.meJ out int•> the }•lain on eith"r 
hanJ. T11 guard against the inhntry being Nmpletdy envdvJ>ed, 
Colonel Woon began t•) withdraw t<Jward3 the Fort. 

At this peri()J of the action Brigadier-General Ell~ arrived on the 
&:ene and twk cummanJ. lie Latl had to rdum to Pe:;]Jawar t•n the 
pre\·ions Jay to arrange the W~itivn of the gan·i:;.,u thtre (wt'aKeUI:'J 
by the suJJen call upo1n it) an(l to repo)rt by tdegraph to At·my llead· 
quartd's the ~tate l•f atfairs on the b.Jrder. lie left Peshawar a~ain 
early tha.t lllul'l.ling, taking with .hi.ru tll"o cvmpanid of the 3(Jth Puujah 
Infantry. Ou a.tTiY.:J at the Ccny v\'t:f the KalJul ni,·~::r, he he(l.rd tile 
&..·unJ of h.:avy firiug at ::ihalJkatlr auJ at on.:~: }JU~LeJ ou, lea\·iJJg tht~ 
MJJ.Itry tv fu!lvw, 
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General ElleA reached the scene of action at 8-40 A.M., bJ which time 
mo~t of the enemy had swarmed down from the low hill::~ and were en· 
gaged with our infantry in the open, and he at once saw the favourable 
opportunity offered for using his cavalry.- He first concentrated the fire 
of the four guns upon the enemy's left, and then directed the two squad
l'lms of the 13th Bengal Lancers to charge from right to left along the 
wlwle lin~ of tribesmen. This charge was most br·illiantly carried out 
under the leader::~hip of Major Atkinson, commanding. The two squad
t·ons of Lancers swept right along from end to end of the line, rallying 
anll re-forming on the left of the infantry. Their losses were few, but 
Major Atkinson and Lieutenant C11eyne had their horses shot. By this 
time the two companies of the 30th Punjab Infantry had come up, and 
an infantry attack was ordered against the enemy before they could re· 
cover from the effects of the cavalry charge. The :Mohmands were driven 
lmek, and pursued to the foot of the high hills, on which they took re· 
fuge. IIatl an additional cavalry regiruE:nt been present they would, in 
Gl'neral Elles's ;)pinion, have been almost completely cut off, but as it 
was, their losses were very heavy, as the dead they left on the ground 
showell. The action was O\"er by 10-30 A.M., C'"¢neral Elles not con· 
sidering it uesirable, with the small infantry force at his command, to 
pu~h furthet• into the hills, pal"ticularly as his men had been hotly 
engaged fut' four hours. The Mohmands, h'owever, had received a 
fmllkiently sharp lesson, and they began to retire over the hills when 
the troops returned to Shabkadr, and by two o'clock not a man was 
to be seen. The Hadda Mullah, who was ]Jresent during the fight, had 
e\'idcntly seen that his defeat could not be retrieved. 

Our ca~ualtil'S in this affair were 12 killed and 52 wounded; not 
Ja.ary Io~ses considel'ing how stiff was the fighting, and the number of 
tlu~ enemy. Severely wounded: Major Lumb, Somersetshire Light In
fantry, bullet wound in the ne~.:k; Captain Blacker, 51st Field Battery, 
lntllct wound in the leg. ~"tightly 1counded: Lieutenant Cheyne, 13th 
llt'ng.ll Lanct:'t'il, The detail~ of the casualties were as follows : Somer· 
t~d~llit·e Light Infantry : 4 men killed, 8 wounded sevet·ely, 
~<lightly; 20th Punjab Infantry, 7 killed, 20 wounded severely, 1 
~lightly; 13th Bengal Lan~;ers, 1 killed, 8 wounded seve1ely, 6 
~liglltly. 

Anntht•r account of the figl1t gave the following auditional details:
"Our infautr·y attachd in front, tl1e c.'lxalry and artillery on the rigl1t 
l>t-i11g tl11·uwu forwal'd fur tl1e adrautage of the ground, auJ to thrllllteu . 
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the t>nemy s line of retreat. The enemy changed front to meet this, and 
swarmed on both flanks under heavy rifle fire from our left, ami they 
pre~sed hard to cut us off from the Fort, di~tant about 2 miles. Mo~t 
of our casualties occurred at this time, but the artillery kept the 
enemy off on our right. General Elles with his staff arrived at this 
Juoment, about 9 .A.M., and took over command. He lengthened 
and threw hack our left and orde1·ed the cavalry out to the right 
front. Captain Blacker of the A1·tillery was here wounded. The 

cavalry charged down the enemy's line rolling it up and, in spite of 
the l1eavy ground and bad going, the charge was brilliantly executedby 
Major F. G. Atkinson, Lieutenant A. G. B. Turne1·, and Lieutenant 
Cheyne and two squadrons of the 13th Bengal Lancers, supported 
by the artillery fire directed ahead of the cavalry line. The enemy 
immediately fled to the tops of the foot hills, and remained watching 
in groups. Shells dispersed the groups, but our force was too snmll to 
enter the hills in pursuit. On our siue the total number engaged was 
ju~t 800, and with these were only 15 British officei'S, including General 
Elles and Staff, and four of these were wounded in addition to the :Medical 
Officer. The latter vas struck by a stone knocked up by a bullet, and 
incapacitated for a short while, but he in8isted on retuming to duty. 
Certainly first aid to the wounded was efficiently pel'formed, and in this 
case saved many lives. :None of the wounded have yet died, and none 
apparently are in bad case. Seventy-seven were killed or wounded, 
a loss of about ·10 per cent. A curious fact worth mentioning is that 
the ground on which the action was fought was practically the same as 
that on which Sir Colin Campbell in 1852 with 600 men met and 
defeated 6,000 Mohmands, and where again in January 18G4 Colonel 
A. :Macdonnel, of the Riile Brigade, with 1,700 men, defeated a body of 
5,000, who held the low hills facing Shabkadr. The success of the latter, 
like that of General Elles, was due to the cavalry, the 1\Iohmands brittg 
tempted into the plain and then charged. A squadron of the 7th 
Hus..<~ars on that occasion made three successive charges which enal>led 
the infantry to act with decisive effect against the enemy's broken line." 

Having withdrawn the troops to the neighbourhood of the Furt, 

General Elles returned to Peshawar, and immediately ordered up to 
Shabkadr the remainder of the Somersetshire Light Infantry and :!.iO 
of the 3~th Dogras, so as to be·ready to assume the offensive if the 
M ohmands should reappear. At 2 o'clock, however, a helio,brra1'hic 
mes .. ,age was reci!in:J stating that no enemy could be seen enn on the 

di:.taut hi.l.l:l. 



As it was imp011sibie to. say how far .the ~icitement ex~nded 
:"J.long the border, General Elles called up three companies of the 8th 
lkugal Infantt·y from Nowl!hera., and at the Slm(l time allked for one 
battery of artillery, a· regiment of native cavah·y and one of native 
infantry, it being important to have a garrison at P~shawar. · The 
Gut·dou Highlanders, utlder orders from .A.rrny Head-quarters, had been 
despatched from Rawalpindi by train at midnight on Sunday, August 

8th, and reacited Peshawar on the Monday afternoon ; the 2nd Queen's 
.from. J ullundur replacing them at Hawalpind.i as part of the Re
lwrve Br·i,gadc of the Malakand Division. The arrival of the Gordon 
llighlamlet'S filled the gap at Peshawar caused by sending the Somer· 
sl'tshirtl Light Infantry to Sha'Lkadr. The troops no~ watching the 
.Mohmand Frontier were the 51st Field Battery (four guns), two 
squadrons 13th Bengal Lancers, the Somersetshire Light Infantry 
('i40 strung), the 2Uth Punjo.b Infantry, (600 strong), tht! 30th Punjab 
Infantry (300), .and the 3'ith Dogras (2;)0); a handy force of about 
2,200 men . 

.A. reconnaissance was made on Tuesday, Aug~tst lOth, five miles 
into the hills from Shal.Jkadr without any enemy being sePn, The 
MohmandR, however, were tepOlted as intending to return to the attack 
after l't>plenishing their .annuunition and food sJpplies. They were said 

to lta\'e lust between three and four ltUnd1·ed killed and sever-al 
hundred wounded in the action on the 9th August. 

The reinforcement of the Pesha•var garrison was most promptly 
carl'ied ::>tt. In ;wJ:ti~'n t<J the G..,nlou Highlanders from Rawalpindi 
and the three cmnpanies of the 8tl1 Bengal Infantry, the 2nd Battalion 
h: G.;. L~d'l :: 1Til·c i ua tl1.' ':·,·:l'. The G:.ttl.h.13 ha,i. Lco:l inknded for 

thl' l!,·scn·e 13Iigade at ~h!\lan, !JUt ou arri\·al Ly tt.lin at Xowshera they 
were sent straigl1t on. The 9th Bengal Lancers and the 57th Field 

Battd·~· from Campl>dl]M:! 1\'d'.: al>•J ord.:red Gfi. These reinforce
ruent.i elu\Lied Ge11eral Elle:> to send the whole of the 13th Bengal 
L:wcers to Shal,kadr, thus raising the str~ngth of the force 'there to 
&Luut 2/,f)l) men. Apal't ft·om this detadted column General Elles 
tn~ntllally haJ th~ following troops in Pe;hawar itself: one section of 
tl1e &lst Fie!J Battery and the whole of Nu. 57 FidJ Bltkry, No.5 
(\,mp:my Ben;.;al S:tppers, Gth B~ngal Lancer$, the Dt!von:>hire Regiment, 
th~ UotJ,n Ili;!hlat~<ler~, the 2nd Battaliun of the bt Gurkhas, U\'e 
t<>lllj!auies l•f tlw 31Jth PllnjaL luLwtry, six culll!Janies of the 3;th Dogra.s, 
ll!.ld tbn:e l'Vlll!~;illi\:'ll of the 6th l~:ngal Infantry. 
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As the general situation on the north-west Frontier now presenteJ 

iU!elf, ho"·ever, it was obviously wise to still further strengthen the 
garl'ison of Peshawar so as to have a second column ready to take the 
field in case the tribal eJCcitement should spread. The Government of 
India therefore ordered up the following troops :-4th Dragoon Guardg 
and "K'' Battery Royal llorse Artillery, from Rawaipindi; the 26th 
Punjab Infantry from Jullundur, and No.3 (British} Mountain Battery 
from J utogh, Simla Hills. 

For the next five days or so phenomenally heavy rains came down 
and made matters extremely uncomfortable for the Peshawar and Shab
kadr garrisons. The fair vale of Peshawar almost disappeared under 
water, and the roads were turned into rogs, the one to Shabkadr being 
a veritable slough of despond to transport officers. The new bridge 
over the Kabul River, which runs midway between Peshawar and 
Shabkadr, was a triumph of engineering skill. The current at that tirue 
was coming down with a roar at a speed of from ten to twelve knots an 
hour, and was generally level with and sometimes overflowing the 
banks; but the bridge, which was held by wire hawsers, splendidly 
withstood the flood :1 it consisted of country boats, pontoon system, and 
its l11ngth was about two hundred yards. 

II 
Fortunately the floods did not interfere with any urgent military 

operations, for tht> teaSQn that no immediate operations were possible 
without an enemy; and the :Mohmand warriors, imitating the beaten 
Swati!1 at Chakdara, had rompletely disappeared. The Mullah of 
Hadda was llO discredited that he bad retired temporarily to his haunt 
in the Bohai Valley. The" :Mad Fakir" in Swat, in replying to a mess· 
age from the Hadda Mullah asking for oongratuJationt, was reported 
to have sent the answer-" Dog, you have done nothing I" which indeed 
was the plain truth. On August the 22nd, however, about a fortnight 
after the action at Shabkadr, it was reported at Peshawar that the 
Hadda Mullah had again worked up the Mohmands, and that he in· 
tended to attack both Shabkadr and Michni, one triool column coming 
down the Gandab Valley and another by the more northerly Alikandi 
route-, This demonstration was announced as arranged for Monday, 
August 23rd. If it had actually taken place the Mohmands would have 
had a warm reception, as mote cavalry were now on the scene with 
General Elles than were available on the 9th of the month; but the 
still sruarting tribesmen were apparently not to be thus easily inflamed 
a ~ond tim~ As a ruattt>r of fact many of them were attending 
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llt'l\l:efully to thdr fields, the reoent heavy rains having rendered agl'i
rt!ltural work a n~.--cessity ; added to which the war council of the tribe 
was for the moment hopelessly torn by intern&!. d.il!sensions. 

* * • 
While General Elles was aw-diting perm~ion from he.'\d-quarters to 

press home retaliation upon the Mohruands, signs of restlessness were 
Lcing reported day by day from the Aft·idi and Or-ct.kzai country, and at 
length on Tuesday, .August 24th, the smouldering embers of fanaticisnt 
in this new direction burst suddenly into flames, and a fierce attack was 
made upon our Forts in the Khyber Pw. This new rising, however, 
and the grave events which succeeded it, req11ire separate narration, 
and are only mentioned here for the sake of chronology, and beca.u>~e 
tlu~y influenced the Government of India in deciding upon the fut'lher 
exemphLI'Y uperatiou.s aga.iu.~:~t the !IIohmand:~ now to be described. 

-7~-
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CJJAPTEU Ill. 

Till\: MOH'MAliD EXPI!:DITIOY. 

DuRING the first week in Septemller the welcome- announcement 
was recei\·ed in Peshawar that the Government of India had s:tnctioned 
extensive punitive ruea~ures against the various tt·ibes on the Peshawar 
border, and that the Mohmands would be the first tribtJ to he taken in 
hand. Definite orders followed for the imme<liate concentration at Shah· 
kadr of two brigades under the command of General Elles, the troops to 
be drawn from the force already in and about Peshawar. TI1e Pe~hawar 
force at that time numbered S•)lll•'thing like 9,000 men, although it had 
just been deplet~<l by the despatch to the di~tm·bed Afl'idi MHl Orakzai 

frontier of the 6th Bengal Cavalry, the 1st Battalion 2nd Gurkhas, and 
the 30th Bengal Infantry. 

The pr .• po,;•:d !•w·:~lil\'tlt again"L tht> ~.I•lu::lnt1s wa .. ~ well timer!, as 

~he IIadtlt\ Mullah '''·'~once a,;·••in rt'prntr 1 to btl on the warpath, thi.., 
time with 4,000 Baizai l\Iohmand~, his intention being to re-visit Shab

kack His other ambiti~~ns plan (already descl'ibed) fur attacking Dir and 
cutting round to Chitml ha.d come to nought, owing to the mpid move
ment across the Panjkora Rirer of the {;"._·h force under Brigadier-General 
Wodehouse, and owing also to Sir Bindon Blood's promptness in rec<ill· 
ing Briga.tlier-Geneml Jeffreys's Brigade from the Utman Khel expedi
tion. Enlrything pointed ti.l the operations of our troops being short 
and decisive, as two powerful forces were ahJUt to move upon the con
demned country from opposite directions. Sir Bindon Blood, with the 
two brigades of the l\hhkand Fielll Force under Br-igadier-General 

W o~.ldwu.>e aml Bri.gnrlicl'-G ~neral Jeffreys, WM acting from the north 
and ea..st, while Geneml Elles, with two brig;tdes (commanded by Bri
gadier-General We.stnncott aml Brigadier-Geoerall\hcgregor), would 
move forward from Shabkadr on the so~thern side. 

The composition and staff of the ltohmand expeditionary {Qroo 

from Peshawar were as follows;-

Commanding: El'i,gndier-General Elles with the rank of !\Iajor· 
General; .A.-D.-C., Lieuter.ant E. Elles; A. Q.-.M.-G., Major P. Sulimn, 
R.E.; Commanding r. .. yal Al'tillery, Colunt>l A. E. Duthy; Adjutant, 

, RA., Captain W. K )!t:Leod; D . .-\. Q -~I.-G. fvt· Inttllig~nce, Captain 
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F. A. Ho;rhton, 1st Bombay· Grenadiers ; Field Intelligence Officer, 
Lieutenant C. E. E. F. K. Macquoid, Hydt)rabad Contingent; Principal 
11Iedical Ollict>r, Surgeon·Colonel E. Townsend ; Field Engineer, Major 

Kelly ; Assistant Field Engineers, Lieutenants W. A. Stokes and C. B. 
L. Green:,tre~t; Ordnance Offieer, Major F. E. Rowan; Chief Commis• 
sariat Officer, Captain G. R. C. Westropp; Divisional Transport Officer, 
o.~ptain F. C. W. Rideout; Vetetinat'Y Officer, Veterinary-Captain F. W, 
Forstlyke ; Provost .1\hrslutl, Major H. S . .1\Iassy, lOth Bengal Lancers, 

]at fl, (1/•tde:-Corumanding, Drigadier-Ger.eral We8t.nmcott. Troops: 
Somer~et Light Infantry, 20th Punjab Infantry, 2nd Battalion 1st 

Gnrkb,s. 

211d !Jri!Jnrle :-Commanrling, Brigadier-General C. R. Macgl'egor. 
Troops : Ox.f,Jrd8hire Light Infantry, 9th Gurkh;ts, six companies 37th 

Dogras. 

Divi~i.mal Troops :-13th Bengal Lancers, No.3 British and No. 5 
Bombay Mountain Batteries, 28th Bombay Pioneers, and one .regiment 

of lmprl'ial Sen·ice Inf<mtry •. 

1'he .1\hhal'~ja of Patial:t and Sir Pertap Sing~ of Jodhpur joined 
G~ner:tl Elle~'s personal staft' as extra A ides-de-Camp ; Major W. J. 
Bythell, R.E., accomp:tnieLl the .1\Iohmand Expedition in charge of the 
surrey. • 

It will be noticed that certain Imperial Service Troops were includ. 
ed in tht' experlitionai'Y force, and the following notification on the sub
ject, which was issued from the Foreign Depal'tment on September 5th, 
atf.n·ds all the explanation th:tt is necessary :-"The tribal distur~nces 
on the frontier have prompted the ruling Chiefs in all parts of India to 
eonte forward with their wonted loyalty to press upon the Governor. 
Gent>ral in Council the services of their Impe1·ial Service Troops. The 
Gorer·nor-G!'nl'r<tl in Council has resolved that the time has come when 
tLe a~8i~tance of the troops so lo~·ally prepared and maintained may be 
accepted from the Chiefs of the Punjab, and when they may be allowed 
to co-operate in punishing those who have made and are making per.
si~tent efforts to disturb the pt>ace of that Province. It is impossible 
t~J employ cavalry to any great extent in the expeditions which have 
now Ul be undet'laken ; the Governor-General in Council has therefore 
d,•cided to accept from the States in the Punjab the qet·vice of four bat. 
t.tlions of inf;mtry and of two companies of Sappers and .Minet·s. These 
troop:> will immediatdy proceed to the front. It has also been deter. 
tuiud to utilise the setTiee:> of the G walivl' and J aipm· hans port trains, 
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\\·hich did such good work in the Chitral Expedition, and which the pat· 
t·iotic action of His Highness the :Maharaja Sindhia. and His Highness 
the Maharaja. of Ja.ipur places again at the disposal of the Government 
of India. Orders have been given that the thanks of the Government 
of India should be conveyed to all the Chiefs from whom offers of 
troops have been received. The urgency an 1 unanimity which charac· 
teri~e the action in this respect of rulers of States in India emphatical. 
ly testify to the spirit of loyalty which animates them." 

The plan of campaign, already outlined, may now be more fully 
unfolded. During previous border wat-s the custom in attacking hostile 
tribes bad bet>n to march straight into their country on one line of 
advance. This had always enabled the tribesmen to gather at a single 
point, generally a pas.'!, offering a good defensive position, thus compel· 
ling our troops to storm breastworks before making good their entrance 
into the country. ln some instances heavy losses had been incurred by 
our troops in this way, and p,rogt'tlss had necessarily been slow. Thll 
present expedition was being conducted on very ditfertlnt lines. Our 

possession of Lower Swat and the opening out of the road to Chitt·al 
through l>ir permitttd of a strong tlank movement. being made ag:\inst 
the Muhmand111 pending the development of which General Ellc:~ 

would not move out f1·om Shabkadr. Sir Bimlon Blood had crossed 
the Panjkora River at Sado, and was marclling rapiilly due west up 
the U::~hiri Valley to Ma.ndia, tl1e route followed by Sir Robert Low 
in the (1,itral Campaign. From Mandia a road leads south-west up the 
Khaluzi Valley to the high l'"dnge which sepamt('s Bajour proper from 
the Muhruand country. Tl1is range Sir Bindun Blood ink.nded to crus.~ 
Ly a pass overlooking Nawaga.i, the bead-quarters of the Khan of that 
llame, who had assumed a particularly friendly attitude tuwards the 
llritish liaj. This chief is an old rival of Umra Khan's and hi11 
tenitory in the south touches the Mittai Valley, a tract about wl1ich 
there had been a dit~pute between the Government and the Amir of 
KabuL From &do to Nawagai i~ about 50 miles. When our troo~ 
l'eached Nawagai, they would be in rear of the :MohmanJs and could 
mareh to any point in their C~mntry. A caravan route lead~ due south to 
the Ptl!lhawa.r burder and this would perhaps be the best to follow as it 
passes through wkera.i in the ~hai Valley, where the :Muhmand!! l1ave 
many villages. The l'llohmands, on the appearance of Sir Uindun 
Llood's Dh-i:;ion at Nawaga~ would Le oWged to :.,-ather tlu.:ir fighting· 
men to oppo.;e his a.dvanee suuthwarJs. They l!Ad never been a.ttackctl 

. fl'Olll the notth before, and would clta.dy 1Je taken at a di<iadnwta:;e. 
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nut at the very time at which their attention would be turned- to 
N a wagai, their scouts would bl'ing in news that another big force had 
ent~red the country from Shabka.dr and was pressing forward through 
the Gandab defile upon LokeraL This place is 30 miles from Nawagai 
and about 50 from Shabkadr. As each division was 5,000 strong, and ·as 
the total strength of the :Uohmands was only 17,000, of which one-half 
ba.d to btl furnished by the Baizai clans to the extreme west, the 
tribe was not likely to make much of a fight against the two forces. 
The Mohmands are a poverty-stricken rc~.ce, and, unliktl the Afridis, 
wet·e ba.dly armed, as they had never been able to purcha..'!e breech· 
h1a.ding rifles. In the raid on Shabka.dr they were assisted by the 
dans wl1ich owe allt>giance to the Amir, but belp could not, it was 
believed, reach them ft·om this direction now, as Abdur Rahman* 
had shown that he would not permit his subjects to join in the 
fighting on the border. As our two divisions moved to meet each 
other in the Bohai Valley, the tribesmen would probably flee to the 
hills, though they might make some show of resistance at the outset. 
Their villages would lie open to the troops, and columns could be 
sent out in various directions. Jarobi, the lJ;ad-quarters of the 
Hadda Mullah, would doubtless be visited, as it lies at the head 
of the \·alley and could readily be reached. This then was the plan 
of operations, and predictions were not wantitfg that within a. week 
the Mohmand operations would be over, the four brigades being 
then free to move against the Afridi and Orakzai combination. As a 
matter of fact, the expedition (as will l)e shown) occupied more than 
a month, and to at least a portion of the troops engaged afforded quite 
as much fighting as even a kem soldier could desire. 

No proclamation was issued to the :h!ohmands before our troops 
nwwd into their country. Our Political Officers, however, made known 
that the visit was not made in order to drprive any tribe of its independ· 
enre, but because the J:ritish Government were determined to "take such 
aneasures as would insut·e its border against being attacked in the 
future." Further, the Mohmands were informed that if any opposition 
was off~red, those who eng-aged in hostilities would be followed up and 
puni8hed. 

On Saturday, the 11th of September, Major-General Elles and the 
llivi8iunal Staff moved out from Peshawar to Sha1kadr, and Colonel 

• Tl•• all it uti~ of th~ Amir tu,.·ards the nriou.s triiJes bl'!'akiug tbe pnce •n our froo• 
tier ie alluJrJ tu lllur~ tull)· iu a lllt~r dwvt~r. 
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A. Ga.selee, then commanding Cawnpore station, took over the command 
of the Peshawar Distriet with the tempornt·y rank of Brigadier-General. 
On ~It•ntlay, the 13th Septemb~r, the whole force was concentrated on the 
ShabkaJ.r-:lli~.:hni ro)ad, and after a delay of two days nllu~.:heJ off. This 
short dela~·, it is worth explaining, was due to causes affecting Gen~ml 
Blood's further ad,·ance Ufllln Nawagai. lhjo)r Deane,' bef•Jre l~aving 
General Blood and t·eturning to Swat, desired to secure thll cvmplete 
subrui."~.Sion of the L"tman Khels, who had apparently been wlwlesomely 
alarmed by the march of our troops. AU their ji•gt~hs were anxious to 
come in, and General Blood at ~Iajor Deane's request halted his 
division for two <Llys fvr that purpose. Hence the date of General Elles's 
ad ranee was changed fr.:•lll the 13th to the l.'ith September, as it was 
ruo;;t important that the c•)llloined aJvance of the two di,·i:-;io)US ~hould 
k sv tirneJ that the enemy comld be caught between the two armies ap· 
prva~.:hing simultaneou,ly from north and south. It was now exped~,l 
that Gllnel'al Blood and General Elles would juin hanJ::~ at Lokemi 
on the 18th Sel't ... mber: whereupon Sir Bintlvn Blvod would assume 

supreme command of 1oth divisions with full p•Jlitio:al power. 

The aJ,·ance fr~.ru tLil Shal.kadt· side wa~ uneventful enough. On 
W ... dnt:stla~·, St·J•tt:mv ... r l:ith, Gl!n~ral W c~tmacvtt'~ orig<tdtl marched 
tLNugh the Khut-apl,a*.,ddile into the Chulllab Yallt>y. Half uf General 
M:lcgr~;;·H:S Bri;;ad<! f,Jllvwi:!J in support. The llatlda Mullah was 
ft'lJ')l'tt'd to be in the GanJ.ab Yalley ju~t ah ... ad with a gathering of 
tribt-~lllt'n l~t:lunging t•) the Khwani and t'tman Kh"'l secti•ms, the 
nmul,..I-s veing unkD•JWn. Xo enemy, lwwert:r, wa.:> seen on the mareh, 
whic·h t·r•.>\"t'J tv be a J.iffi•:ult olltl. The remaining truups l•f the did· 
siun full•J\Vt-d in dae tv\li'St', anJ G.:ueral Ellt'::! S•JUll fourhl him~df in an. 
aJmLo:ed !JU5itivn in th<) enelll,Y.::I cvur.try, }'i·at:t:.:ally uudmllt!ngt'd. 

* 
JA.a,·iu;; the Sl1alok:itlr Diri;;ion thus ruard1iDg on unopp<,sed, the 

nan·ati\·e ha.s nnw t•) f,ll,,w the mort! thctiuerd fut·ttute~ of tlw two 

Lrigc\Jc:'l uu.ld· Sir Biwl•n E!vvJ un the Ol'I''J.;ite l'C)n!~:r~ uf tl1e ~Ivh· 
ruau·l o.:vlll)try. 

• Ano•th~r pctte ~luting this oiUlle io n.enti•Jilt'j in lo.tcr ~e~ ck.&!iug ~itb the 
Or&kui r<.iug. 
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CHAPTER IT". 

WITII GESERAL JEFFREYS'S BRIGADE. 

GE!t!ERAL W ODEHous&'s Bdgn.de, accompanied by Sir Bind on Blood, 
tPached Nawagai on Monday, September 13th, the camp having been 

sniped at the previous night at a place called Lham~hak. No .iirqaht 
ha.d come in, 1\nd evidently the natives were hostile, as small parties 
armed with Mal'tinis luvi fired the previous day on two squadrons of the 
11th Bengal Lancet'S reeonnl)itt·ing the :Mohruand Valley. But the Khan 
of Nawagai was fritlndly, and while the troops remained in his territory, 
('rJllected grain and supplies for them. No lat·ge body of the tnemy 
being in sight, instmctions were issued to the Survey Officers with the 
fm·ce to examine the Mittai Valley close!~', with a view to the settle· 
ruent of its bomidaries. This was an important step to take, as the 
Amir of Kabul, whe11 he claimed tlle valley the year before, had 
sent troops to occupy it. The country eonld now 9e surveyed without 
interruption (as it seemed), up to the Dura~d Border, after which 
the briga.de could swing round and march due sout,h via Loket"ai 
upon Yakhdand, in order to unite with Gen~ral Jeffreys's Brigade 
entel'ing the ~[ohmand country by the route east of Nawagai which 
leads direet upon Yakhdand. But neither Gt-neral Wodehouse nor 
General J etfreys was able to adhere strictly to ~hese plans, owing to 
the difficult position of the one and the resolute opposition encountered 
by the othet·. 

'Thile in the neighbourhood of lnayat Kili on the i.tth September 
a deterlllined attack was made at night on General Jeffreys's camp, and 
the firing last I'd for neady six hom'S, two British Officers king killed, and 
oue ilingerouMly wounded, "\l'hile nine men in the mnk-and-file were hit, 
and about 80 hot·ses and transport animals lost. The tribesmen attack· 
iug were Mamuuds * and Salarzai, who inhabit the valleys of south 
Bajour west of ~[unda. It has just been mentioned that a. day or two 
pte\'iously a cavalry reconnaissance in the Mohruand Valley was fired 
upon by tribesmen, but Sir Bindon Blood did not stop to punish them as 
there was no lat·ge gathering to be found. These tribesmen were 
:Mamund$1 and seeing one brigad~ thus pass on harmlessly to Nawagai 

• A ela.n of the &jcW'i triUe.i, uot t..,be confu&e-1 wiLh 11le .MoiHut.uda, 



( 82 ) 

they seem to have thought they could harass the troops which still re· 
mained south of the range of hills separating Bajour from the Mohmand 
country. General Jeffreys had intenrl.ed crossing this range the follow· 
ing day, September 15th, and had sent the Buffs and Sappers to hold the 
crest fo1· the night. His camp, with the transport animals, was in the 
best position available, and it was gufuded by shelter trenches, which the 
35th Sikhs and the 38th Dogras lined when the enemy opened fire. The 
tribesmen must have got the range accurately, judging by the rf.'sults 
of their fire, but they made no attempt to l'ush the entrenchments. 
Firing began at 8-15 P.M. on the face of the camp occupied by the 
Guides Infantry. At 10 o'clock there was a lull, but at 10-30 heavy 
firing recommenced on the face occupied by the 38th Dogras and the 
35th Sikhs, and Brigadier-General Jeffreys proceeded thither to direct 
the fire. The attack was continued nntil 2-15 A.M., when the enemy 
l'etired, carrying their dead with them. The disproportionate loss 
among the British Officers was due to the fact that they walked about 
without cover, conducting the defence, while the men were protected 
by shelter trenches. The enemy were extremely well armed, and 
creeping along vari.?us nullahs, gained positions whence a most gal
ling fire was delivered. The troops were directed to avail themselves 
of cover, but the necessity of sending mes.qages involved exposure, 
principally of Officers,•resulting in the losses already mentioned. All 
lights were extinguished, yet such tents as stood were pierced by 
bullets. The enemy were everywhere l'epulsed. Our casualties in 
detail were :-British Officers-killrJ : Captain W. E. Tomkins and 
Lieutenant A.. W. Bailey, 38th Dogrns ; dangerously u·our~ded: Lieu
tenant H. A. Harrington,* 26th Punjab Infantry, attached to the 38th 
Dogras. Natives -killed: one havildar, No.8 Bengal .Mountain Battery, 
one sepoy, 38th Dogras, and two followers; tcoundtd : 5. Seventy-six 
horses and mules were hit. Captain Tomkins and Lieutenant Bailey 
were buried the next morning with military honours. Lieutenant 
Harrington's condition was hopeless from the first, the bullet having 
penetrated the brain. 

That same morning, as soon as light allowed, a squadron of the 11th 
Bengal Lancers, under Captain E. H. Cole, went out and overtook the 
:Mamunds at the foot of the hil4 killing 21, with the loss of one 
ho!'ie killed and one wounded: 

The enemy, howevPr, did not appear to be disheartened, and 
though they were quiet the next night, they had boldly declared their 

• Died ol hia woun<io 1 forluigbt later, 
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!nt.:nti·m of returning after l't'Sting. C1early they had not been 

puui,;Lt>J. suffi•:ientl~·· General Jeffre~·s acevrdingly recalled the Bu~ 

and Sappers fNm the crest of the Uambat PM.'!, and prooeedeJ. to visit 
the nll~.' e whence the enemy bad come. The idea of joining General 
Woo~h(·~·s Bripde at Yakhdand was given up in favour of punitive 

<'}>t'r&tions in the :Yamund (or Watdai~ Y &lley. liow far these operativllil 
would delay the movement of the brigade into the llohmand country 
... as nvt ~·et plain ; but in any ea....;;e Sir Bind·m BlooJ with Genaal 
'\\,.J.ehouse cvuld carry out the J!lan of joining band~ with Gener-41 

Elles. The inciJo>nt showed the wi..;:Jvm of baring sent large fore~ 
f·:·n·ard frc•m the Snt \alley. If there bad "OOen only one brigade on 
tlu! n-.. rthern Mvhmand bordeN!, the plan of the :llohmand Campaign 

woulJ La¥e fallen through. Xo\\", holret'er, General Jeffreys could 
cumlvrtably de¥c>te his attention to the t~o ~tions of the Bajou.ris 
·which haJ thus unexpect.hlly assumed. a htl5tile attitude, and in the 

event c.f this task occupying a ronsiderable time he t'Ould return to 
the 5nt Y alh~)' rui Sad•), as the troops already in the :Yohmand ooun
t{y ,.-ouiJ be surlkient tv deAl 11-ith any puo~Sible llohwa.nd t'Orubination. 

Sir Bind•JD Blc-.od, on he~u·ing what bad hap~~ned, onlered another 

~-:paJMl vf the 11th Lancers at Xangai. t<l join General Jeffreys, 

~ting that ~he cualry already in the Wak~i \alley had been used. 

a;,'"liust tLe ~hmunis to such gOt-.d purpose. 

The ~IamunJB and Salarzai were plainly in a sullen temper, buli 
~-},.:tl,Er tho>~· woulJ he ahle to gather in any great strength seemt>d 
uc.uLtful, as the Bajuur dans as a "1rhole had not made oomm(•n cause 

~·ith tl .. .-m. In (•tJ.:r, ho,.-ner, to be p~pared for pco511ihle t'Ompli
cati·,•Il8, tl.e ht Bri.,-ade und_er Brigadier-General Mdklejvhn, whicb. 

~>iaco> it>! return ft(•lli subju;;-ating the Swat \alley bad been awaiting 
J~,·.,l·•J•lll~tlt;;, u.s ID<•HJ ftvlll Sa.rai tv the .Panjkora Rivtr, a dllpoj' 
l .... it•.;' t":'t~ J..lj_,J,eJ at Sad•> on the rinr bank. 

On Tl>•u'l!Ja~·, Septeruh~r 16th, Gt>nt>ral Jtlffreys'llBrig1.de fought the 

in.v•rt.ant and in 8<•Uie re,'l""""u; m.:m•1t-ahle a.:tic•D. of the ~Lu.aunJ Yal
t~~-. y,·Li,b t ... ,_""tln at 7-3) in the ru-•rr.ing, c.··ntinuel thr.:•ut:hout the day, 
1\n.i ,lid ll·.•t fnan)· c~:u.e t~il afkr miJuigL.t. In this se¥tlre eng--ig~ 
tu•·nt nine O:lic-t>N, indud:1,6 tLe Bri;aJi~r l,inasei!, ao.l 14-) m.:-n w.:N 

tit!.a ki::,:J (•f ,.-uun ic-J. TLi:~ was tLe grt!at<-.>t 1.:.~ that baJ .x-curr.:l 

iu fr•.•liticr w.u-f .. r~ in a £ini,!ll! d.1y since the .!mbd.a Ca.rupaigD. TLe 
f .. tt.s ar~ tL.-;e. After the ni.;ht &ttl~k <•n Gent-ral J,:..r'fr~ys's carnp on tha 
Uth &1•k11o1kr tlu~ l.,fi,;,,Je lli•J'·.,J frvLM Iuay ... t Kill w tu11 bu.! of lua 
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W'att>ll\i Yallt>y, to puni~h the Yamunds by burning senral flf their Til
lago:'ll near at hand. To upedite the W(•rk of dt-struction General 
Jeffreys dil·iJed bill lttacking force into thrt>e columns, eaeh {I{ whkh 

..-as to {lpt'J'ate inJepemlomtl~- of the other two. The right column under 
Lit>utenant-(\•lond F. G. Yh;an consisted ofthe 3-Sth D~)gras, a section 

of S:~ppers and h·o guu. The centrt' column under Coltmel P. H. 

Gt)ldney ronsU!tE'd {If one squ:\dron 11th .Benb-ral Lancers, four gun:;, the 

3:>th Sikhs and the Bulfs. The left rolumn undt>r Major F. Campbell 

indutled the Guides and was instructed to opemte in the neighb•.)nrhood 
of the camp. At 'i-3•) the ca,·alr~· with the centre column r-<~me in con
tact with the enem_,., and firing tlt'gan. The tribesmen retired slow!~·, 

taking ath-.-ntage of conr, and shooting acrurntel~·. Fh·e companies of 
tht' 3.'ith Sikhs tlt'lun~o:ing to the same rolumu now arri,·ed and cleat·ed 
the t>nemy frt1ru the hillside} reaching a. Tillage, 11·hich the~· partially. 

l1urnN, the tril~men 3ilt-euding the hills. At 1:? o'clock onl~· a few 
tmipers wet-e visible, and the rt>tirement of the column \Ya.s orderetl. As 
lll.l4.ln u this bad begun, large numbers of thl! ruen:y appeared, showing 
great C\)Uta~e, and king armt>d gene rail~· with Martinis they pr~etl the 
J"etreat sen~rely. Thf f,'TOtltld fa\"oured the tribesmen, who succo:t!ded in 

out-flankiu~ the 3.:ith Sikhs. Their swordsmen and snipers fre•1uently 

came tv within40 yartl3, and the Officers had to use their re,·nlrers fl'eely. 
Thefl! was also stt,ne-t~n\"ing. TI1e rear cornpau~· wail encumber·ed 

1rith the woundt'tl Ht!>re Lieutenant Ho:ghes w;li! killetl ami Lieutenant 
c~'"t!ls Wounded. The enemy showed the gt·eatM dating, and firing 
11·a.s ruaintaint>J at u!klt>r lt)) yards f,)r };, miuut~ As soon a.s the 

gn;und aJmittet~ the C'har;;e was S<JUnded, ami the men respon•l.~d well. 
Fixing hayuneta they drove the tn"beSillen rock up tl1e hills. Some of 
the Bulfs fl)rmiog part of the same e>)lumn onder Lieutenant J. Hasler 
tame up, and the t>nemy in retiring acroos the O!i<'ll suffered consiclerable 
loss frvm their fire. All thiil fighting was cunfined to ('vlonel G•,lllney's 
column. Colonel Yi\'ian had found the Tillages allotted to him too 

strongly held to be attacked by so small a force, and had returned to 
ca.n.p. llajor Campbell's et•lurun had also noiJed ao action fvr the 

lliUlle rea.i!.:•D, and after d\'iltroying some small haml~t.\l had retired. 

As StX•n u the enemy's rt-si~tance to Colonel Goldney's column 
..-as f,,und t•l he vi,;orr.us, ord~rs had been sent to the two other 
evluruns t.:J t-)ncrntrate, and relliforcemt-Dti! were ordered from the 

C<~mp. :Bri;;a.Ji.:r-(io;-ner.U J.::ffreys, Tho now arrived from the camp, 
orJereJ the Bun~ again to oo:upy the Tilla;;e, to eom('lete its de· 

atr~'ti•:on, anJ l't:'I.'Ol't:r th~ \..Xli<!i! (•f the kil:d. Co\"ered by the fire of the 
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~th Bengal Mountain Battery, the Buffs and the 35th Sikhs re-occupied 
the hill again, the tribesmen retiring and inflicting slight loss by snip• 
ing. At 2.30 the village was completely destroyed, and the force began 
Iuarclling back to camp again. The enemy once more attacked the 
columns, and th13 Buff~ and Guides covered the retirement with ·great 
steadiness, but t~till the enemy, di8playing a standard, advanced reck· 
lessly, and though suffering sevet·e loss from cardully-aimed volleys, 
followed the truops to the camp, frequently firing at close range. Night 
had now come on, and the darkness wa.s intensified by rain, but vivid 
lightning enabled the enemy to continue firing at the marching columns, 
The steadiness and endurance of the troops were admit-able, and the 
camp was reached by the iuain budy of the troops in pel'fect order at 
8 o'clock. 

Meanwhile, in addition to tl1e main attack, the hill11 to the right of 
the enemy's position had been crowned by one strong company of the 
3;,th SikhR under Captain Ryder. This company was at 5 o'clock attacked 

by large numbers of ~1amunds, and desperate fighting ensued. It was 
here that Captain Ryde1· and Lieutenant Gunnin~; were wounded. To 

extricate these troops two companies of the GuideiJ were detached from 
the main body, and in l'JJite of sel·ere fighting, dar·kness and rain, they 
were relieved and reached the camp safely. Thejr losses were, however, 
serere. 

In the darkness and thP pelting rain, which made it impossible at 
times fur one company to hear or see anything of its neat·est neighbour, 
ft,ut• guns of No. 8 Mountain Battery and a half company of Sappers 
who had heen covering the Guides1s retreat found thernselves separated 
from the lltain body, together with a few men of the Buffs. Brigadier• 

Geut>ral J elfreys, himself belated, and liternlly in the dark as to the exact 
wltereaboutR of the remainder of his brigade, juined these stmggft>rs and 
a~~utut>d command. On reaching the village of Thana be decided to give 
up the id.:a of reaching ca1np that nigllt, and halted the force, and they 
tot•k up an entrenched position. Tlte enemy, however, occupied half tLe 
''illage, and 8evere fighting at dose quarters ensued. The guns fired 
ca.~Nhot thl'ough the walls, and e\·entually the enemy were expelled 
with the bar()net. Here J.ieutellant..q Wynter and Watson were sevel'ely 
'\IH•und~::d, and the B1igadier himself had his head cut open by a frag· 
m.:ut of rock. Captain Birch, R.A., had hi~ left side cut by a bullet, and 
t~th"'r Olfic.-rs had bullt'ts througlr tb~:ir helmets. As soon as moonlight 
alluw"'d, the caralr_r, the 38th Dogt'II.S, and four ct~mpanies of the 3.'ith 
~ikhs pr·~J~.·t:o:ll"'d from the c~rup and relien·d the place. Our casualties 
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·ror the day were:-British Officers-killel: Lieutenant Y.Hughe;;, 3.3tb 
Sikhs, and Lieutenant .A. T. Crawfo)rd, Rt)yal .Artill~ry. Wuur"l'rl: 

Lieutenant G. R C'M..'lels and Lieutenant 0. G. Gunning, 3jth Sikhs ; 
Captain W. I. Ryd~r, lst Gurkhai! (attached to the 3:•th Sikhs); Lieute· 
nant F • .A.. Wynter, Royal .Artillery; Lieutenant T. C. Wat~on, Ro)·al 
Engineers. SiigM/y u;uunded: Brigadiel'General Jeffre~·$ anJ Captain 
.A. H. U Birch, Royal Artillery. Briti~h suiJiers-kil/ed: 2 ; dtHig,ruus(v 

U'!lUIIdetl: 1; ,..otrtl!l tcou'!ld•d: 3; slightlyltou'fl.fe·l: 5; (all of the Buff~). 
Nati>e soltliers-Xo. 8 Mountain Battery-killed: 6 ; rcv11r.d,d: 2:1. 

Guides-kil/~d: 2; tcnund·d: 1 Subadar, 2 Hadldars, ami 7 men. 3jth 
Sikhs-killl'd: 22 ; u;uundtd, 4-t. 11th Bengal Lancers-tcuu11de i: 2. Sap· 
pers and Miners-killed: 4 ; wuunded: 15. 

Another account of thi'l action, which ga>e rise to much criticism, 
Wail publii!hlld some time later. The following extract from it is worth 

adJing :-

u The iJea of the puniti>e operations in the early morning was to let 
lo)()se nearly the whole brilo!rade in the >alley, to punish every >illage of im· 

portance in a single ~ay, and then march back again to Inayat Kili. The 
Lrigade was ~!ready due in the Mohmand cvuntry to co-operate with Ge· 

neral Elleis Division: its Commander and the troopt~ composing it had the 

further pr0€1pect of Tir%h before them; and there was every inducement 
therefore to 'polii!h off' quickly the Man,unds who had been bold enough 
to fire into the camp below the Ram bat Pass. To each CommamLmt was 
ll.ll(•tted a village, or group of 'filla~:;es, and he W:lS directed to dtal with it 
indq:~ndently. ~hus the Buffs, the 35th Sikhs, the 38th Dogras and the 
Guid.::s Infantry, each six companies strong, moved off to accomplish their 
respt)diYe wk:~: a dttaehment of the 11th ~ngal LanceN, the Mountain 

guns and the Sappt:t'j being held ready for emergencies in ca~e of any 
particularly strong opposition. The 38th Dograi! on the right found the 
~iliage of D.t.modulah fa.r too strong to atta.,;k without artillt:ry,anJ Colontil 

Yirian very ~nsibly rl'turned to camp, instead of knocking the hea<b of 
I~ is ruen a:;,-ain~t mud walls. On the left the Guides were suo::..:e,..,ful in 
swet-ping through svme small haml~ti!, but had they pushed on to Agrah 
and Gat, they would probably ha>e had to withdraw, all the 36th Dugras 

had dvne. Further up the .alley the Buff:i had diilposed of one village 
alsu. It was in the centre that matters went wrong. The 3.5th Sikh:i 
I'u.;h€-d on well into tht> hili.@ at the far tnd of the valley, and as the fur· 
ther mi~take was Iuade of Eplitting the six. compani~s into three parties, 
the :MalllUll!Li saw their cl..ance and got to cl~ quarters. T11ree 
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c'ompanies which had begun to burn the village of Shahi Tangi were forced 
Lack, and they had to abandon tht> body of Lieutenant Hughes, who had 
been killed. Word was sent back for the Buffs and Guides to come up 
with all speed, and tlu~ 11th Bengal Lancer!! made a charge which, though 

it could not he driven home owing to broken ground, prevented the.Sikhs 
from being surrounded. When the reinforcements arrived the l\famunds 
were driven back, and Lieutenant HugheR's body was recovered. Then 
came a long halt of some three hours, which enabled" the enemy to col· 
lect in full strength; and when the retirement was eventually ordered, 
the tribesmen pursued their usual tactics with considerable success. 
Two companies of Sikhs, holding a hill over 2,000 feet high, were left to 
fight their way down alone: an order, it is said, was sent to them to 
retire, but it never reached Captain Ryder. There was some desperate 
fighting, and the Guides Infantry had to double back to save the Sikhs 
who were attacked by overwhelming numbers. It was here that the heavy 
losses occuned. The retirement down the Watelai Valley was weary 
worb for the troops, for a thunderstorm came on, and as the enemy closed 
in, it became pitch dark. The guns, with a half compr.ny of Sappers and 
15men of the Buffs, got separated from their escort,of fqur companies of 
the Sikhs, and in the thick darkness General Jeffreys found himself belat-

. ed with this small party. The valley is intersected with ravines. and 
marching at night was no easy matter, as the Guides, who formed the 
rear-guard, discovered. 'l'he General eventually decided to take up a 
position under the walls of a village, and here for four or five hours the 

handful11f Bl'itish soldiers, gunners, and Sappers had to defend them
Rei res against the enemy at very close quarters indeed. There were no 
means of sending off to camp for assistance, and it was not until the 
moon l'O·e that the party were extricated, about an hour after midnight. 
The details uf the fight under the village walls go to show th;J,t Officers 
and men beha,·ed with the finest courage. Lieutenant Wynter fought his 
guns afkr he was wounded, until through faintness from loss of blood he 
could no longer gi\'e orders. Then a sepoy took him in his arms, and 
~:~t for hom·s shielding him with his own body against the enemy's fire. 
It was an heroic action, and the sepoy was severely wounded while thus 
protecting his Officer. Another man coolly beat out with his coat the 
bundles of burning stt·aw which the )Iamunds threw from the bouse
h•ps to light up the ground and enable them to aim. The work was 
P~'rilons iu the extr·ellle, but the sepoy went about it calmly, and re· 
pl'at~:dlj' extinguished the flaming straw. A Sapper was seut out into 
the olll:ll to watch a door in the walls from which it was feared the 
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en~my might rush : hill figm-e was outlined l'leal'ly with every flash of 
lightning and he was t•epeatetll,\· shot at, but he stm:k to !tis JX'st, calling 
out from time to time to show that all was well. Ag;tin, ~hjor 

W orlledge, with the relief part~· ft·om the camp, finding that he could not 
reach the spot whence the noi:!e of firing came, sent out a sowar to open 
connnuniration with Heneral Jeffre)'S. This man passed 8afely through. 
the tri~men who were on the move aero&~ the nile~·, reached the vil
l<lge, only to get a \'oliPy from !lis own friend~, delivered his message 
and carried back another to )[a jot• W or !ledge. Other instances of de
Yotion and gallantry could be given, but enough has been said to show 
that, as at Maizar, the .Malakand, Chakdara, and the Saruana* our troops 
acquitted themselves in t!plendid fashion." 

General Jeffre)'S in his official despatch afterwards reported several 
conspicuous acts of gallantry during the fighting on the 16th September, 

and amongst them, as most remarkable, the behaviour of the Guides 
under .Major Campbell, Captain l:lodson and Lieutenant Cudrington 
when the~· relit!ved the comp~ny of the 3.Jth Sikhs which had got 
isolated, at whit-h time Havildar Ali Gul of the Guides partieularly 
distinguished himself, Captain Ryder and Lieutenant Gunning with the 
relievetl~:orupauy of the :~5th Sikhs., and Captain Cole with one squadron 
of the 11th Ben:::al Lan~ers did valuable service. Otht>r Officers specinlly 
mentioned were LieuteJ'ant-Colonel Bradshaw, 3.ith Sikhs, and Captain 
F. Duncan, 23rd Pioneers (distinguish.;d him~elf when Lieutenant 

Hughes wa.s killed~ Captain Birch, RA., and the men of Xo. 8 Bengal 
Mountain .Batter~-, Lientt>nant Watson, R.E. (wounded thl"ee times), 
Lieutenant J • .M. C. Coh·in of the Sappers, and .Major Hamilton, 
D .• L! .. -G. 

In subsequently reporting the .Mamund \alley acti•1n to Army 
He:d-Quarters, .M;ljor-General Sir Bindon Blood, to whom Gt>nera.l 
J.:tfre~·s had reportd events, entered into a full and detail~d examina· 
tic1n l.'f all the fads. As this da~·'s fighting has been much di~cus;H:d 
and in some quarters sen·rely criticised, we give in an appt>ndix virtually 
the whole of Sir Eind·JD Blood's despatches, these being the only offi~:ial 
d:\ta available from 1rhich an opinion as to the tactics of the day can 
fa.irly be formed. 

..ill wa.s quiet in the camp af Inayat K.ili on the night of the 1 ith 
September. At six the fc,llvwing lll•lrning the aH.ilable strength of the 
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2nd Driga<le mm·ed to attack the f,wtified 'l"i!lag-e of Damodulah. The 
tribt>Rnwn appearcJ in considl•rahle number~, and firing began at 8-4;i, 

The 3jth Sikh~ crowned tht> ~pnrs to the right of the village, and the 
3flth Dogra~ and the Batter)· occupied positions on the left, the Guide" 
Infantry in the centre, and the Buffs in regen·e. The 'l"ill<•ge wa" 

carded and completely dl•stroyed. The retirement was brilliantly exe· 

cnted hy the Guides, and the ('nemr had no chance of rushing. The 
Buffs cowred the homeward march of the brigade, inflicting Jogs on till' 
triuesnH'n, who pursued. Much gr·ain wa~ captured. The ca.sualtie~ 

were :-3;it11 Sikhs-killer/: I; trl)!trtd~d: 2. 3Sth Dogras-kil/ed: I; tcormd 
ed: 2. GuiJes-rrounded: 1. Firiug ceased at 2-30. 

Sunday, the 19th of S\•ptt>mber, was free from fighting, bnt some 
furtla•t• puuiti,·e work was carriell out, owing to the fact that tlte 
Mamnnlh, who had b;r this time sent in their jirgal1~, neverthe
!t•,;~ rdu~ed to comply with the terms imposed by General Jetl'reys. 
Thi~ clan, which numb~r3 only about 1,50;) fighting men, was show

ing mudt determination, and though now suing for mercy, still 
refused to surrender its own · rifles and those captured in the 
attack on September l 6th. It W<1S desirable, • therefore, to demol
i~h the for'tifie<ttions of the villages in the centre of the Mamund 
Valley, and on the moming in question the force mo,·ed out against tht> 
,·illage of Zagadirai, fonr or fhe miles from Hayat Kili, and destro~·ed 
it. No opposition was encountered, and later in the day jlt·galls Legan 
to cnml! in again. The;;e j•rgal18 were informed by General Jetfre.rs that 

no propos:tls would be entertained unless their arms were surrendered. 

One (by's grace was gi,·en to allow of this being made kno\\·n. )Iudt 

in.lign:\tion was excitt:-d in the fo-rce by the news that the tribe$men 
hall cli~interred the bJJ.ie~ of the )IahomNhn llll.tive soldiers killed 
in the r.ce~nt fighting and had insulted their remains. 

The fllllllwing da:· (St>ptember 20th) Sir Bindou Blood, who had 
bt>l'll kqJt wdl informed of erents by means of the heliograph, was able 
t,1 Il'pot't from Nawagai to Arm)· HeaJ-Quartet·s that he had not f·•und 
it IWl'l's~ary t.o t·einfot\!~ Gt>neral Jetlh•ys's Brigade, whid1 had pt·on~d 
itst·lf quite equal t~1 de:tling with thl! :Mamund:>, "in fact (he telegrapheJ 1, 

~inn~ Thursllay night when thtl triht-smen inflicted sut:h hea,·y h1~ses 

upon the br i;:;aJe, the <•perations in the Mamund Yalley seem t<l ha ,.e 
b,'l'll cumplt·tdy Slll'l'l·S:dul." 

Snl'Cl'"-~fnl they hall uml•·nl•teJly been, but hostilities were far from 
l)(;'illg over, .At the \ ~;ty titue when Sir Bin Jon Blood at Nawagai 1\';L.S 
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telegr-aphing that the end of the fighting in the Watelai Valley was now in 
view, General JetfreyH's Brigade Wai obliged to march out to attack the 
fortified vilhlge of Zagai (once owned by Umm Khan). Sharp fighting 
ensued, chiefly with tl1e Bufl's on the right, anu severe loss was intlictcu 
upon the tribesnum. The village was taken and the retirement clevel'ly 
executed. Firing beg<tn at 8-50 A.M. and ceased at · 12-30. A rtl
connaissance by a sq ut~.dron of the 11th Beng~l Lancers had revealed the 
fact that the village was strongly held. The Butfll were on the right, 
the 38th Dogras in the centre, the Guides Infantry on the left, and the 
3.'ith Sikhs in rel!erve. Firing began on the left at 8-50, and the guns 
came into action near the centre about 9-15. The Buff~, who had fur
ther to go, were engaged about 9-20. The enemy as usual retired, snip
ing; the village was occupiell, and all the fortifications were de8troycd. 
At 11 A.M. the retirement began, and immediatdy aftcrwar·ds 
the tribesmen gathered on the flanks. On the left, the Guides 
Infantry were threatened by about 600 tribe:;men di~playing standards. 
These were dispersed by long .range fire. On the right, the Buff's retired 
with admirable discipline, in spite of very sharp fire. Excellent prac· 
tice was made with the Lee-Metfonls; Lieutenant F. S. Reeves's section 
killed five men 1tt one \olley. The Dum-Dum bullet was most effective. 
Lieutenant R. E. Power was slightly wound.ed in the right arm, but 
after· the wound was dre~~ed he returned to his company. Lieutenant 
Keene was shot through the left arm and in the body. After the Buffs 
were clea.r of difficult ground, the line of the regiment lay across the 
open fitJldd, and the enemy from cover fired with effect, several men be
ing wounded. Firing cea~ed when the troops got clear, as the enemy 
diLl not dare to follow into the open. On the extreme left, considerable 
nurub~rs of the enemy appeared. Captain E. H. Cole's squadron trotted 
forward, causing the tribesmen, ever in terror of cavalry, to bunch 
together. The Battery immediately exploded two shells with great 
etf~ct, and thi~ ended the action. The brunt of the fighting fell to the 
Butl'8. The casualties wet·e: two Officers wounded (Second-Lieutenant 
(l N S. Keene, Unattached List, and Lieutenant R. E. Power of the 
llulfs); lll'itish soluiers-woundtd: Buffs, 9 ; Native troops-~tlth Dog· 
ra.;;, 2: Total casualties, 13. 

On the night of the 2l~t September, firing into camp took place, 
and seven.l aniMil~ and oue na.tiye ut·Ll~rly were woundd, and on the 
2:!ud the impurtaut \'ilbge of Dag wall tatJtured-togethcr with great 
~tlll't:S of grain-with the Ius,; uf one killed aud two wuuuucJ, 
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In the 2nd Bri~-,'1l.de alone the losses of a single week amounted to 
H British Officers and 153 men, beHides nearly ljO tran~port animals, 
ca,·alry horses, and Officers' ponies. But G~neral Jeffreys had now 
demonstrated the auility of his troops, when not divided into a number 
of weak parties, to sweep the valley from end to end. 

General Jeffreys and his Brigade may now be left, settling accounts 
with the Mamunds, while the mo\'ements of General Wodehonse's 
Brigade with Sir Biudon Blood at Nawaga.i are brought up to date. 



CHAPTER 1~ 

WITH OESER.\L WODEHOUSE'S BRIGADE 

WHILE General Jefl'reys was countermarching his Brigade in order to 

den.l with the aggre~~ive l\Iamunch and Salnrzai; the puni~hment of the 
Mol11nands was steadily proceeding. Sir Bindon Blood was at Nawagai, 
and the Mohruand tribes to the south of this position had tendered 
tht>ir submi~sion and ag1·eed to surrender the arms dem<\ncled of them. 
The llaclda Mullah, however, was reported to have assembled a large 
gathering on the Beclmanai Pass, twelve miles from Nawagai, and it 
Lerame evident after the arrival of this news that Sir Bindon Blood's 
po~ition was by no means an easy one and n1ight in certain contin. 

geneies become even critica.l, General Elles was still at or close to 
Shahkadr and could not therefore Le looked to for prompt help, should 
lwlp be required. The Hadda·Mullah, with a large gathering, occupied a 

( 

strong position in the Bedrnanai Pass. The l\!:lmund and Salarzai tracts 
Wt•re either in a blaze or at the combustion point. Between these two 
hogtile forces lay Nav •• '\gai. The Khan, a man of great influence in 

th«»~e parts, might, by throwing his influence against the British, have 
ser·iou8ly increased the difficulties of the campaign. The pass of 
:Kaw;\hrai would have been clost!cl, and General Elles, aniving with 
his Hdgade from Slmbkadr, would have had to stand on the defen
sive or even to fall back without attacking the .Mohmands at all. 
It is in fact easy to realise how ~erious the elfccts of sueh a develop· 

mt>nt might have been. 

Bdd measures were neces!l<'\ry. Sir Bindon Blood decided to 
n·main at Nawagai, to keep the Khan loyal and the pa~s clear at all 
t:t•~ts. Tl1is action kept the triLe~men in two sections-the 1\Iohmand:; 
t•Ut•lll~ sitle and the Mamund$ on the other. It also paralyl!t!d the Khan, 
l>ti}'P('sing his friendship wen~ weak: though subsec1uent events proved 
his loraltv to be sincere. It maintained the collliJllmications. But it 
was ;ot t:nuttended with ditliculty and dan;;t::r. 

~ir Bindon Blood \:on:sid~red himself strong enough to hold his posi

tit•ll in bpite of any attack that .n1ight Le made, and he judged rightly. 
On Friday, SepteruLt:r 17th, Let ween 3 and 4 o'clock in the afternoon, 
~vmc 8\JIJ uiLe~lllt:ll wtrc ~ecu ut:ar the mouth of tlH! Bi:<lmanai Pa""· 
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Tl1t~ :.;Teater part of General Wodehouse's Brigade turned out, Lut the 
t'llc'IIIY rt•mained among the ravines and only the cavalry could' get near 
tlt••m. A. few rounds were fired by dismounted men, and the Mountain 
Hatt~ry fired some shells. The force returned to camp in the evening. 
E,·idently the Hadda Mullah was feeling his way. 

At midnight, September 19th-20th, the Hadda Mullah, venturing out 
from hi~ raYines, made a half-hearted attack upon General Blood's camp. 
Sume lGO of the ene~y, chiefly swordsmen, were in the first line, and 
ahrout 1,000 in the second line. The first line crept up unperceived to 
within about 30 or 40 yards of the parapet held by the Queen's Regiment, 
and ueg'\ll firing, OUt being met by StPady Volleys, di~persed in a feW 
tuiuutes, after trying other faces of the camp in a half-hearted way. 
The tribe:;men then turned their attention with much shouting to tl,e 
picket hdd by the Khan of Nawagai's men on the low hills a mile to 
the we:;t. After half-an-hour's sniping at this picket they made off. 
Our e:aBualties were one man of the Queen's Regiment killed and one 
wuunded. Tl!e enemy left no dead or wounded on the ground. 

On the following night (September 20th-2lstY another attack was 
mad~ in force, the Hadda Mullah having been joined by the Saffi Mullahs 
and a eontingent of Shinwaris from Afghan teni,ory. The total strength 
was t•,.;timated at 3,000. Tactically the assault showed considerable skill, 
I"egular ru~hes being made, covered by rifle fire. It began about 
9 P.l!. and firing continued till 1 P.M. Constant charges were made from 
all dirt-dions more or less simultaneously. The troops on their part 
lJehared with the utmutit steadiness, and the fire discipline was perfect. 
The ~:tM~· of the camp wa:> never for a moment in doubt, thong? some 
of the tt·ihcsu,eu mu~t have advanced to within ten yards of the parapet, 
a~ tl1L'il' L"Jies were afterwards found at that distance. The enemy oust 

ha \"~ sutl'l'l'eJ hl'a vily, as they came under a cross-fire, and our men could 
st•e tbelll)•laiuly as they stood up. No.1 British Mountain Battery fired 
four :;tar ,hells rel'y succeSllfully. General Blood had bee-n warned at 8 P.M. 

L,,. the Pvliti<:al Ottil'er that the attack was intended, so everything was 
ready who:u thll euel!ly appeared. The Mountain Battery was of the 
gt·,·atnt value, firing shravnel as well a~ star shells. The casualties 
we~~ :-lu the Briti,h t·auks, one man killed and four wounded; in the 
Kati1·o: tat1\..,, fvurt~eu wounded, must of these slightly. Brigadier· 
(;,.lH·tal \\'.xlt"lwtt>e \\as tilwt through the leg. Some horses and mules 
w~1,· ,:, •• t. The <:lidlty l1ad breech-loading l"itles, some CJf which were 
k·· ~htf,,I'J,, a~ tl1t' Lulltts pi,kt.'d up in tlie eamp tiLowed. 



Ot•nC'ml Dlood mond out tlw tr()(>f»' next ruorninr: to find the t'nt'my, 
but they bad di:>appe:\re<l. II~ th~rent'l\)n marched without further delay 
right on to Lokerai, wher~ h~ knt>w, fl\11ll helingraphic signal,-, that he 
should meet General Elles, who had Sll~ce:>:>fully carried out un his sille 
the advance from Shabkadr. 

On the night of the 21st September, after the meeting between Sir 
Ilindon Blood and General Elles, there was considerable picket firing at 

indindual tribesmen who endeavoured to approi\ch the camp, also somt> 
sniping on the part of the enemy. Three star shells were fired. On the 
morning of the 22nd September the village of Di"L~, west of Agrah, was 
attacked. The tribesmen, as usua~ after the destruction of the villagt>, 
followed and harassed the returning tnlops, and the following casualties 
occurred :-Guides Infantry-killed: 1 ; dangenuslv wmmdtt/: I ; 35th 
Sikbs-1/ightly tcounderl: 1. A squadron flf the 11th Bengal L'\ncers 
protected the flank. The Guides executed the retirement with their cus· 
wmary skill and steadiness. 

And now w trace briefly. the h~ss exciting movements of Major· 

General Elle~'s Divi~ion up to the timt> of his meeting Sir Rindon Blood'~ 
troops at Lokerai. ' . 

Genernl Elles with his two Brigade!~ undt-r BrigaJier-Gem•rali! 

Westmacott and l'.Iacgr~,:or marched out from Shabkadr, all haR been 

stated, early on the l!ith Septemlx>r. Five miles out, the 20th Punjab 
Infantry, forming the advance-guard, were fired on. The Khorappa defile 

·was found impa.s8<lble for camel>~, and the Genera.! sent back orders for the 

2nd Brigade w halt and camp, and left the 5th Company Ben;;al Sappers 
and the 28th Bombay Pionet'rs to improve the road. The six mile:! of 

wry bad road were turned into one pa.,,_able for camcli! by the evenin~ 
of the 18th Septellilx>r, a very creJital>le piece of work for both Sapper~ 
and Pioneers, and Geneml Ellei! continued his march with a proportion 
of mule tran~port on Septewlxr Hith to G;da.na~ 16 miles from 

Shabkadr. 

On St>pt<'mber 17th news of General Jdfreyd':> fi6ht at Ramk1t 
arrin:J. Gen~:ral Westma.c••tt and the 1st Brigade, with the 2uth 
Punjab Infantry, Nu. 3 ~Iountain Battery, Royal .Artillt!ry, and two 
srjlmdrvns of the 13th Bengal Lancers, moved on eix miles to Eouj Khel, 
three mil~:! south of the Xahaki Pa.;;.s. Pknty of forage was found in 
tlu: vall~y bt-tweeu the tl>p of Khul'lJ•pa Jan;;i and Xahaki, but little 
supplies fur the trwpl!. lldio cuullulluicatiou wa, cstalJ!bhed at 

Nahaki with G~:nd·il.l Sir DinJ .. n I:IL.,,J'd f,,r~:e. 



Tlw L·w~·r ~I .. hmaml.,, (If llaliTH7 .. ais in th~ ,·all~y l~t-t we~:n Kh•Jl<lf'l\'1 

11nd Xal1ak~ a•:.x·pt.:d (:l'ncral Ell~s·s tcrllls, i.t., Ik51ft, 3tfJ je:zaiu aud 
2,.',(WJ ruauuds of grain ; all1reech·l•.lading ritlcs t<~ l..e gi,·en up, and frt"e 

f,•ra;;e w be pro,·idcd fvr the force while in the di:;trict ((lr se-ren days, 

('(IJlllliCDcing s ... ptcllilJer 19th. The 13th Bcn:;al Lancers, after a recon

naissance I:AJwards LJkera~ report-ed -rery barren country beyond Xahak~ 
with wry littltl water. GclH:·ml Macgre;;ur with the Oxf•1rd Light 
Infantry, tl1e Patiala. Regi111ent, and the Bumbay Mountain Battery 
lllarchd from Dand w Galanai on Septem1er 19th. 

The Saffi Mullah with 2,000 men was reportd w be at Kung,.9 

lUiles frum Xahaki, and Major F. G . .Atkinson, with 100 lllen (If thtl 13th 
J.:t.ng:ll Lancers, wa.-; sent w inwsti;.,oate the truth c·f the n>port. The 
Lanet"rs were tireJ on fr·oiJl tw;o sides, 1ut tht>y advanced in line, and the 

,·illagers tleJ. The Lance1-s Ldd the Yil!age, and S<Jvn ~>Ollie ,-jlJ,l;;ei'S 

rdurncd and ~pt•ke w Major .Atkinson. He found two Sikh bunnia.s, 
wlw said they Lad bought up all the grain to E-t!ll to the Sirkar, 

On the 21st Septelllber General Elles \\"ith General W filtruacvtt 
arrin:d at Lc•kerai and met C'reneml Blood a.-; alrcaJy statel Gener.ll 
Ma,·grcgl•l' had bt.'tn left behind with two and a half Lattaliuns and two 

gurui to hold tile Xahaki Pass, 11·hich doruinati'el the whole :Muhmand 
country, 

Ha,·ing seen the coiD}Jletion d the first part (If the plan of ca.m
Imign Sir Uiudun Blood left Genua! Ellcs ou &-pt~lllber .23rd, and rude 

tiuwn to Inayat Kili to see how the operations against the Mamunds 
Wt<rc pt·c•gt~:;:sing. lie had pre,·iou.;;ly lllade on~r Gener.ll WodcLouse's 
I:ri;ade tu <.ienet-al Ell~ who united it with Geuer.ll Westlllac.:.tfs 
}:ri;;a<lt! fur tLe purpvs.: of lllaking what Wail intended to be an o\·er." 

"Ldruing dc:;o(-ti.Jt UJ.X•ll the HadJa :Mullah's gathering reported to be 

~till h,,JJing tl1e lkd111anai Pass. rnf.Jrtuu.att:ly General Wod.:house 
hitu"""lf wa.i !Jot aLie tu wtJtiuue in ('IJllillliUid Q{ his brigade., king 
ul•\,.•cd, owiug tu tJ,e wuulld in his l<"g, to pt'Uteed by sick wu\·oy to 
hdia. Thi~ wa.:~ hard luck ou a Lrav.: Or:ti.:et·, a.> ruu.:h fighting haJ 
~ d tu take },l.a..:e. Cvlut~el B. C. Gran·~ uf tbe 3:Jth Ga1hwa!L~ 11·as given 
tl.e culutualld uf tlu: 3rd Uri;;.1.Je t•f th~ :Mahkalld Fidd F urce, with 

tl.~ kWJNI"alf l'a!Jk of I:ri;;.ldie~-Gclld.J, auJ L.-reaftd' inthe Ii.Al'l'ath·e 
c·f t\,c ~luLLuu,J C.a.tul.ai;;IJ tL~: l·ri.,;;,Jo: llhich L.a.., ltt:tu knvwu ill alui.J;; 

:., l;~uct.•l W uJd.vU::<.:~ D!i~~J ... "itl k ::tyi...J G~:Lcl'.J.i Ui.t\·c~·a Uri;,;aJ~:, 
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CHAPTER n. 

WITH GE~ERAL ELLES'S DIVISIO:i, 

0:-~ September 23rrl, the day bt>fore Sir Bindun Bloou left Xawar.:ai 
to join Bt'ig:\dier-General J etfreys in the Mamnnd C\lUntry, Gt>rwral Elles 

concentrated General Graves's Dt·igade and Getll'r.Jl W cstmaeott's Erigad<) 

at Kuz Chinarai, his camp bein~ four miles north of tht> Bdma'l:ti P:t~~ 
h;hl by the HadJa Mullah and his supporters. The mullah lwl outpo~ts 
at the foot of the Pass, aml our cavalry were fired upon when I'econnoi
tring the position. Little parties of the enemy were al:;o apparently prowl· 
ing about the camp, as two followers were cut up and two woundeJ. . 

On the morning of the 2-!th September the troops moYetl fcmvard 
and, after some opposition, carried the Bedmanai Pass. The 20dl p,llljab 
Infantry, with Maxim detachments, particularly distinguished tht·lll· 

selves in clearing the heighill. The capture of the r.~.-,;;, contrary h1 all 

expectation, prove._"! easy of accomplishment, as only 500 of the em·my 
faced General W estmacott's Brigade, when it mowd fu1·ward to the attack 
at 6-30 A.M. As to the actual assault, the 20th Punjab Infantry and the 
Maxim gun detachme~ts h:d, and were opposed on every riJge, but the 
Maxim fire and the spirited manner in which the 20th Punjab Infan· 
try moved forward were too much for the tribesmen. They were dl'iven 
back until at last our troops crowned the pe~k 2,500 feet abO\·e the Pa;;il, 
General Gra1"e~'s Brigade was meanwhile moving in support of General 
Westm~cott's up the centre, and guarding the right thnk; bnt it wa~ not 
actually engaged. Our casualtit-s were ouly one sepoy killed and four 

·wounded. No.1 :\fountain Battery, Royal Artillery, made excellent 

practice. The hills are most prt>cipito~s, making the performance of the 
infantry more creditable than would at £rst sig-ht appear. General 
Gran:s's Brigade returnedtoKuz C1linarai, General W t>~tmacott's nr igach.· 
lwiJing the Yillages round Bedmaoai. Sereral furt.s and t•JWcl'il were 

destroyed. 

Thi" easy 1"ictory oYer th~ Had,la )fulbh"~ {c)rces was attrihnted to 
the pri!viou~ want of success on tl1eir p:u-t in th~ night attl('k on General 
};ll)vu's camp already descriht'Ll Tllq haJ matle their real etf•11t then, 
anJ fJ.ileJ, auJ wh~n Gent'r;ll·Eilt:i'·~ two Erigall.:s fa.::eu tht>Hl tllt')" l1aJ 
\"try little lu~att f•Jr fu1ther £gl1ting. The C•JiltingdJt ,If .:\f,.:han 
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trihmnen al~o, who bad been expected to help, no doubt considered 
it more ad\"iAAble to t·etire across the frontier while their line of retreat 
Wad stillupen. 

General Elles determined to advance from the Bedmanai Pass on to 
the much-talked·of Jarobi, where the Hadda Mullah had his head· 
quarwrs, uncertain whether that fanatical leader would be able to rally 
his men fot' another stand. The Afghan border is only a mile away, 
ami once beyond this the lllullah and his followers would be safe, for 
British troops cannot ct·o~ the Durand line. 

It is of no great importance to describe in detail how General Elles 
Athancd frolU Bedmanai through the Bub.ai Valley, breaking into the 
intwmwst s~lusion of this bidden country, and sweeping away in the 
general destruction the ''ery nest and hiding· place of the Hadda Mullah. 
Aa it turned out, the only spot beal'ing the name of Jarobi was a small 
glen, nry picturesque to look at but quite dt>void of m~·stery and signi· 
fkance. As for the often-mentioned "h1:1ad-quarter buildings" of the 
ll<tJJa Mullah, these were found to consist of nothing more than a. few . . 
\\Tekhed mud huts. The tro~ps bad to pass through a dtfficult defile, 
hut no re~tl opposition was offered to their march. They, however, were 
fin'd at rt>peatedly by small p.'ltties of tribesmer, and some thit·U!en or 
r .. urteen c:\Sualties occurred during the advance. They returned to. 
lkdmanai, ha\"ing satisfa.cttlrily punished the various v"illages visited. 
The plan of operations had been admirably conceivt>d and canied out. 
Geneml Elles mo,·ed bis force in two columns parallel with each other, 
sweeping tbe valley, thoroughly .destroying all tbe fotts, and punishing 
\·illages whirh dedined t() submit. Such opposition as was offered was 
fa;;ily hruken dllwn, and General W estmacott's Brigade pushed quite 
dos~ up to the Dumnd houndary line. At :Manzari Chena our troops 
wel't! at the f,lot of the Sihala Pass, ovt>r which a road leads to Jall~la· 
hill. Tht>y skirtt-d the range of bills which forms the botnldary of 
Af~hanistan in this direction, and worked southward, punishing the 
1\:h,·da Khl'l~ who would not al"X'ept the terms offered them. 1hese 
(•pet·ations must have convinced the Baiza~ who had been hostile all 
tl•t·ough, that the force opposed t•l them was too strong to be faced. 
'Ilu:ir ncigl1hvurs in the ea:;t, the Khwazai, submitted. 

With l"t>gard to the punishment t•f Khod:\ Kh~ls just meutiont>d, a 
r~\1' JdJib way \..e g-ir~u, as the:>t' ,·iJlaget"$ alvue vf all the otht:rs vtl' .. rl."li 
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Tt>!li~tJtnce. On Sept<'mber 2Gth, Gene~l Westmacott, with four gnns of 
No.5 Bombay l\Iountain Battt'ry, the 20th Punjab Infantry, 1st Gur· 
khas, a wing of the 28th Bombay Pionem, half of No.5 Company Reng:~l 
Sappers and the Devons' ~Iaxim, joined by the Oxfords, who with 
four squadrons of the 13th Bengal Lancers had marched from Nahaki to 
1\.nng, 11ta1ted to destroy the forts and towers of the Khoda Kheh~, all in 
a sort of amphitheatre about two miles from camp. The advance guard 
of the Gurkhas was met with n. h('avy fire ft·om the villa.gt's and l1eights 
amund, which wt>re held for nearly a mile. The guns were immediately 
brought into action and soon cleareJ the villages, while four companies 
of Gurkhas on the left crowned the heights, their advance being covered 
l1y the guns and l\Iaxims. This crowning of the heights was a difficult 
job but smartly done. Meanwhile the Sappers thoroughly destroyed 
the fol'ts and towers, and when this was completed the retirenwnt 
was most deliberately carried out, coverecl by the guns and Maxims 
and the Oxfords. The casualties were : five Gurkhas wounded. Captain 
Knapp, commanding the guns, had his horse hit on coming into action. 
The Khwazai jirg"h came in to General WeRtmacntt during the 
fight, so their fort~ and towt>rs, which were to have been destroyed on 
the way b:tek, were spared. The Khoda Kl1els were the best 1\l'med clan 
of the :Mohmands, which no doubt explains why they refused to surren· 
der their breech-loadets. 

There was now no prospect of further fighting, as the Dawazai, 
Utma.nzai and Khwazai had all m<t•le submis~ion; anJ the troops 

were permitted to enjoy a well-earned rest. On September 28th the 
So111ersets, with the Maharaja. of Patiala (whl) had accolllpanied 
General Elles from Shabkadr) returned to the Divi~ional Heacl-qum·ters 
at Peshawar. His Highness had been treated all along like any other 
soldier and had shared all the hanhhip,; of service. He had faced 
everything in a true military spirit, taking the greatest interest in 
what was going on and showing the real Sikh keenness to see fighting. 
The Patiala Regiment1 it may be add~:d, was used under General 
Gra.,·es in chastising the Mitai and Sara Yalley, anJ came into contact 
with the enemy. 

The military part of this short but very sncce8sful expedition was 
now o~er, and the troops und~:r General Elles moved back in S<'parate 
columns to Pe;;hawar, eada for.ce taking its own route. By the lwgin· 
ning of Od(ol~er the :\Iul!luaml expedition coulJ f;~irly be !ipuken of a:i an 

t:n•nt 11f the past. 



( 99 ) 

The effect of these short but co~pletely successful operations 

had been very gt·eat. The utter rout and precipitate flight of the Hadda 
l\lullah had made a deep impression on the tribes, who were paying · 
up fines and surrendel'ing al'ms in all directions. The campaign, con· 
ducted in an unexplored and mountainous country, with very bad rpads, 
over difficult passes, and with a great scarcity of water-:the enemy 
having breached the tanks, which are the chief sources of supply-had 
be~n virtually completed within a little more than three weeks of cross· 

ing the frontier. The rapid advance and attack on the Bedmanai Pass 
one day before it was expected, and at the moment when everything led 
thll enemy to anticipate an attack on Mitai, and the subsequent sudden 
awearance of Geneml Elles's fot·ce in Jarobi, the Mullah's strong-hold, 
had uttel'ly upset any organised resistance and prevented any further 

tl'ilJa! combinations. The attacks on ShaLkadt• and other villages 
were now avenged, and the tribes, if appeat·ances go for anything, 
will be quiet for many years to come, while the prestige of the 
British Government is completely re-established throughout the length 
and breadth of the Mohmaud country. The :Mohmand country was 
tt·awrsed in every direction for three weeks, th~ ·troops lived free 
upon. the country, which was equivalent to a fine of four thousand 
rupees a day, seventy-two towers and forty torts were destroyed, 
and the troops penetrated to the farthest recesses of the mountain fast
n~s~es deemed Ly the clansmen inaccessible to British arms : 800 swords 

and 100 guns, including breech-loaders and Eufields, were collected Ly 
the time the troops left the country, as well as fines aggreg-.tting thirteen 
thuu~>and t·upees in cash. A. remarkable feature of the expedition was 
that after the demolition of the last Baizai forts the troops were in no 

way molested, and marched about the country in perfect peace and 
security, and not a single offence was committed on the line of commu
nication. Ft·om these s~·ruptoms it is fair to conclude the Mohruands 
ha,l taken t<>' ht'art the lessons taught them. General Elles was fottu
nate in ha\'ing as Chid Political Officer Mr. Met·k, whose intimate 

lnuwle1lge. <•f the people and country and great experience of frontier 
twtttt't'll gcnet·ally conduced not a little to the rapid J:lrogress and curuple· 

liu11 uf the upt~ratiull::l. 

We ha\·e now tu follow the adVtmtures uf Sit· Diudun llluud with 
t:l·llc!'al Jdft·l·)·e·~ l:ltig.LJc iu tL.: Mamuud cvuutt·y .. 
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CH.lPTER fll. 

FlRTHER OlEUTIO:SS .AGAI:SSt TH£ lLUlt"SDS. 

It has l~n stated that on &pteml:N:'r !?3rd, Sir Bind@ Bl·x>~:l, after 
~t:nding vtT General Ellt11 with two brigad~ to Clpture the Bt'\ln1anai 
Pass, lt'ft Sawa.g.li with his stall' and divi.si.Jnal tM•ps fvr lnayat Kili 

toke bow the {lf>f'ntions undt'r Generlll Jo::fuys ag-<lin~t the )hmund.:~ 
Tere prngrt'Sl!ing. The situation at Inayat Kili at this ~rioJ was 
BUmewh.a.t peculiar, u for two re3..o:()D!I the !hxl Bri;;_'llde ns for the 
moment «•mpelled to stand fa.st. In the first place it had l.:.st a lar~ 
number c.f tlillli})(Jrt mules, and in an twdewl(•ped Ct)Untry vf this kin.] 
the ruol.ility c·f a large fvrce must always dept"nd on its paek animals. 
&.-<·ondly, the mt:D.l(•nl.le fight of the 16th 8.:-pteml,t:r, the att~:mpt to 
cl~r the Watda.i \alley in vne dAy, bad resulted in },)1) wound~ men 
king thrown on the field h(oSpitaL"~, and th..se «•uld n.:., now be canit'J 
n(•r «•uld they l~ ldt lot-hind, "t.t:t:-au:'e d~ueting an ad.:quate guard fvr 

them the rest {•f tL~ l·rigade W(•uld n(•t haTe l-tt:u sn·.-·ng enough f, .. r the 
fighting 1rhi.::h was t•> Lll.:.w. Hent>e up to the time uf Sir Eindvn 
Bh.Qs arrha! on t~ llle"ene with reinfvrcements only th1-&l ,·illa;;t-S 
Titbin strikin~ cfu.tance {•f the camp had been ruit.:J 3DJ the Dl(•fe 

rtruote Tillages of the Talley nruained nntvucLed. Sir EinJo.n E!,(o~:l"s 

first step .-as to N:Ste>re the m•·bility <·f the f••ree. The T(•UndeJ wtrl: 
~nt to PanjkC>ra ..-here General ~Ieikl~i••h.n's :Brigade was aw:liting 
emphyment, &nd the tn~r.•l"t animals killd were now rt-l'lacd 

The la...~ fight rerord~ in the prenous chapter d.:-aling with the 

.Mahmund Campaign '1rU the taking vi the nlla:;e vf Dag <•D &ptt'llibt:r 
~~nJ. Early the fullowing m••rnin,; the Lrig; .... le lllal"\."heJ to Ti.-it tl1e 

fvrtitid t'illage uf Ta.ngi, the inhat.itants <•f whio:h haJ Lt-t-n Ct.>n•xrn~:d ill 
the J"'e('t'nt fi,;Ltin;. The enemy apfK<iM at first in small nurutJt'N, an.} 
the gul16 tame into ai:ti•)n at 8 o\::J.x·k. Firing «•ntinud until li-t.); 

tl.e ,-L.!a~oe was taken, the (~uiclt-01 first ~in; the hill~ to tht- ldt. The 
3~th I)o:.gns ..-ere in the rentre, the 3.'ith Sikhs on the tif:l1t, and the 

But~ in resern. A.susua~ C•ll the tl":••ps rtturning eo:.n:rid~nl.Je nurul~rs 
(•f ui1:~n.tn :an(:art:J, t.ut L(·t DJ:~ny tar.:d to fa~e (,ur tro:•·I•>!. A 
fle {•f tbt: B:.:ti'ci ll•:.w a.han.::o:-d fr•.·Dl (:<•Tt'f1 and the L:e-)fdf,,r,] fire 
again {hrt:ked. tLe ent-ru~-. (Jur (-a,ualtit:S 1rere: the Euif:;, )Io~j .. r 

r ... & H.llov.ly, s:i.;l:.~y 1r•:.unJd; 3~th Dv.;,'T"&>J, ik\"i:rdy lluunJ~ !Jile, 
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Lieutenant f. S. Tieeves of the BufftJ had a curious escape, the bullet 
stl·i king his revolver and glancing thence through his ca.'!e. 

He1·e it may be mentioned that as the Mamunds live partly in 
Bajour and partly in Afghan territory, cultivating lands on either 
side of the fronti~:r, they were always able during these p·unitive 

operations to retire in ~fety when hard pr·essed and then return 
again :when our troops withdrew. They are nowriously turbulent, 
and the Afghan authoritieR have had much trouble with them since 
Asmar w~ts occupied a few years ago. During the (,'hitral Expedition 

they caused us constant annoyance. They were among the tribesmen 
who opposed our troops in the advance beyond the Panjkora, and they 
were up in arms the whole time, the "sniping" into camp in the 
Jhandoul Valley being la.id at their door. Again and again Sir Robert 

Low and Brigadier-Genera.! Waterfield wished to punish them, but this 
step was forbidden from head-quarters. Our troops remained inactive 
for months, though the :Mamund Valley lay only •ne march from 
Mandia; and the Field Force returned to India leaving the clan 
untouched. It would have been a simplt- matte~· ~ have sent a strong 
Lriga.de to Inayat Kili and thence to have vi:iited every village held by 

the trilw~men, for none are more than ten or twelve miles distant ; but 
the Govemment would not sanction any puniti~e measureH. The result 
was that the Mamunds, and their friends the Sll.larzai, believed that 
our troops were afmid to approach them; and thus, three years later, 

• tht>y were now hamssing a force marching past the mouth of tht.>ir 
\'alley and not intended to intedel'e with them in any way. That 
a grave disaster did not occur on the 16th September when General 
Jdfn•ys's Brigade weakened by division began reprisals, was due solely 
to tl1e Ktaunchness of our troo1)s. However, tht.> present punitive oper-a
tions Wl'l'~ t::oiug fa.t• to retrie\'e past omissions, and ah·eady the Maruunds 
wete lwgitllliug to send in their Jil:qal.s, Fur a. whole week after the' 
caJ'tur·~ of llag and Tangi ho~tilities were stayed while negotiations 
with r·der·enre to the surrender of arms proceeded. Meanwhile, on 
~~·ptt•rulu:>l' !!tJth, the Buffs marched off to Nowshe1·a to join the 
Timh Fil'IJ Force and were relicYed Ly the Royal West Kent Rt>giment 
hom l'anjkora. Thdt· departnrt! was much regretted, as in the recent 
fighting they had ~>huwn thernsdves worthy of the tinest traditions of 
the llr iti~h lufautry, · 

At this t>ta;:e uf affail't'l it JiJ nut sN•m to Le advisaLle to La.>ten 
uuJul.) the c\ •~..:uatiuu uf the !ILLWUllJ l.'uuutry. .Apart frulli the fact • 
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that no arms had actmLlly been surrendered, there ware otl1er aml 

wider considerations to be seriou~ly weighed. General Elles was about 
to return to Shabkadr, and it was doubtful in Sir Bindon Blood's 
view what course the Mohmands intended to pursue. True all the 
large Mohmand gatherings hall been dispersed; the Bohai, Mitai and 
Suran Valleys, south-west of Na.wagai, hatl heen visited, and the Ha1hla 
Mullah chased into Afghan territory, while in the central parts of the 
the Mohruand country our troops had effectitally overawed the people. 
But there were prvbably some thousands of tribesmen just ovet· tho 
.Afghan border who would return as General Elles's Brigades moved back 
to British territory. Nawagai might become their objective, as the 
Khan had ca.:ot in his lot with the Bl'itish authorities. Inayat Kili is only 
one march from Nawagai, and Geueral Blood would thus if required be 
able to extend a helping hand to the Khan until the excitement caused 

by the expedition had sub~ided. At the same time the reality of the 
submission of the Mamund~ and the Salarzai would be assured. 

On the 27tl: Septembe1· Mr. Davis, Political Officer, in an interview 
with the Mamund Jirqah found them determined nut to give the !JO 

breech-loaders origin~lly demanded as a punishment for their slmrc in 
the attack on Chakdara, or the 22 Martinis captured from our troop~ 

on the 16th September. <They admitted having taken part in the Chak

dara attack without provocation, and coolly offered the excuse that all the 
world was doing yha:a and they went too. They further admitted guiug 
five miles from their valley to attack General Jeffreys's camp at l\hrkanai 
on the 1-lth September. They stated that the rifles taken on the 16th Sep· 
tember were in the hands of trans-frontier tribesmen from the Kunar 
Y alley, who had sl1ared in the fight, and that they could not Le recovered, 
The jirgrrh flatly refused either to give up breech-loaders or surrender 
hu~tages, but offered a sum of money and a number of useless old match
lucks. Eventually they left to consult the tribesm~n, promising to 
r~turn. The prvmise was not kept, and on the 30th September, as no 
futther reply had b~:en received and as this amounted to a r~fusal of 
the Govemwent terws, Gt:neral J dfreys, in the absence of Sit· Bin dun 
I.:luoJ whu, anti.:ipating a peaceful8ubmissiun, had moved off with a 

sruall e::i\:urt to s~ra.~ reouweJ punitive opera.tions. All the villages in 
tlu:• c.::ntre of the valley were dealt with, and there was no opposition, the 
triL.::swtn J~:dining t•) cuwe into \he open ground. 

On the wornin" uf the ls.t OctuLer the bl'i)!ade under General 

,Jt>tfreysiLtUI~kc~l t1:villag~ of .A;.:rah alH.l vcrpcwre fighting cusueJ, 
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tl'sulting in the fullowing casualties :-British Officers-killed: lieute· 
naut-c~,J,mt:!l O"Bryen, 31st Punjab Infantry, and Second-Lieutenant 
Browne Clayton, Rt•yal West Kent Regiment ; let·uely 1counded: 

Lieut~nant hacke, Royal West Kent and Lieutenant Peacock, 31st 

Punjab Infantry; 1/ight/y rcounded: Captain N. Styles. Briti~h soldiers 
-Hoyal West Kent, lei/led: 3; wour.ded: 15. Nati,·e tanks-Guides 
('a,·alry, rcounded: 4; 31st Punjab lafantry, killed: 7; rco•mJed: 15; 
31<1 h IJogras, u:oundtd: 4. Total casualties; Bdti$h Officers, 5; soldiers 1 

4:1. The enemy's losses were also heavy, 

Some description of this severe action is called for. The Guides 
Caralry reconnoitred the ground, and reported that the village was 
t>n·upied and that the adjacent heights were strongly held. The enemy 
app .. ared in considerable numbers both on the hills where they displayed 
!'larH!ards and among the scrub in broken ground to the left. The 
adiun was opened by the cavalry who at 8-20 .A.M. were fired on from 
the scrub and hills. Dismounted fire was at once ordered by Lieutenant· 
Cul<~ut'i Adam~ and desultory ~>kirmi6hing ensued. :Meanwhile, the 
iufautl"y we1·e ad,·ancing, and at 9·15 A.M. the batt,ery came into action 

shelling the enem~· on the heights. The Guides Infantry then advanced 
to dear the hills to the left. The enemy, who occupied mortures 
and 1an_qrm, maintained a sharp fire, but on Major Campbell ordering 
the Guides to charge, the hills were splendidly carried. The Royal 
W "~t Kent had now ad,·anced in the centre and tht> 31st Punjab In· 
fantr.r on the right, and very seYere fighting ensued. Tbe British Infan· 
try dt'ared the ,-illage and attacked the tribesmen in the 1angar~ behind 
it. S,•~:ond-Lieutenant Clayton was killed by a Yolley at close range, and 
tl1t' l.'nem~- at once charged, causing atemporarycheck; but Major Western 
athanct-d with Lieutenant Jackson and one and-a-half companies of the 
l!o~al West Kent, and d1·tn-e ba~:k the enemy and captur·ed the sangars 
at tlu~ point of the Layonet. The lu~ses had already been severe, and 

the 31st Punjab Infantry who had ascended the J'()(;ks on the right 
c.( the ,·illage, with a long Bpur on their flank occupied by the enemy, 
llt't<lllle exposed to a close and dead!,,• croSil fire. It was here that Lieute· 
nant-(\,Jvnel J. L. O'Bryen was killo:d. llfo,·ing swiftly from point to 
point l1e directt-d the fire and animated the spirit of the men, who 
11·...re de\·ut.:-J t~l l1im. It was nut long bt-fure the enemy's muhl.llen 
l't';..<an t·J take nim at tllis protuiuent fig-ure. But fvr a con~idtral.tle 
J•<:tiud, altll(•uglt bulldll fdlt>fl'r)·whtl·e aruund him, Le remained unhm-t. 
At J.t,t hvweYt"r he was 8\l(ot tht"t•uglt the body and carl"i~:d IU(Jrtally 

Wt•lllld.:J frvtu tlu: action. The fact that Cvloud V'I.:tJl'll haJ kt'll ' 
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~peeially selecte1~"·hi\e still 11. yollng m!tn-to the comm:md of a 

battalion, goes to show what a loss the army in Inlliit sustained bv 
hi,; death. Alreac1y he had pa~~ed through the drndget·y of the low;r 
tanks o( the service ancl had reached a point when all the bigger prizpg 
of the profession appeared in clear view. And though the dertth in 

·action of a Colonel at the head ol his regiment is perhaps the fine~t end 
that a soldier C1Lll hope for, everyone at the front deeply reg1·etted the 
}'>remature close of an hono11rable and brilliant military career. All the 
positions were held until the Sapper;; had completely destroyed the 
whole of the village. The return to camp was then ordered. The 38th 
Dograll under Lieutenant-Colonel Vivian now advanced to support 
the 31st Punjab Infantry on the right. The enemy, however, did not 

press the retirement as vigorously as usual, and the di~play of the 
cavalry prevented any advance into the open ground, but much firing 
v;as maintained from the hills with some effect. No. 7 British 
Mountain Battery fired shupnel at close range and kept the nearest 
spurs clear. All firing ceased at 2-10 P.M., and the homeward march was 
not further molested, which was a tolerably sure sign that the enemy 
lmd suffered heavy lo~ses. The Officers displayed great gallantry, most of 
the Royal West :Kent having bullet hole~ in their clothes and helmet11, 
and nearly all having st~ange escapes. The Guides Cavalry were of the 
greate~t ser,•ice dttring the action. They held a large force of the enemy 
in check on the left for five hours by dismounted fire and by thl'eatening 
to charge whenever the tribesmen prc$sed heavily or advanced from 
the broken ground. No. 7 Battery Royal Artillery fired 140 shrapnel 
shells during the action, and when it was apparent that the Royal 
West :K ... nt and 3l~t Punjab Infantry were severely engaged' Major 
Fegan advanced his guns within 800 yards of the enen1y and by 
C@Stant fire kept many spurs clean. Though the gulls came under 
sharp fire, only one mule was killed. The want of more troops was 
l!evertly felt; three additional battalions could have been fully em· 
ployed; and only the great skill with which the Guide~ Vavalry on the 
left were hrmdled che~ked the enemy's advance from that direction. 
The 31st Pui1jab Infantry also suffered from having no battalion on 
tlt.:ir right flank. The cliffieulty and danger of attacking fottified villag!.'s 
in t,r,,kr:n gruun,l and high ctnps are always great, and it !Should lJe 
t~:·mell.lbered tltat after an adeqna.te camp-guard and the ddaib were 
deducted Gent>tal Jdt'rey~·~~ Brig;\Ue could ouly pat·ade for fi;.~hting 

s.:•me 1,300 strung. Of thi:~ tituall nulll1.:r tht: lvllii iu a fvrtuight vf 21j 

wa.; scr.-1·~:. 
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On the 2nd cof 0.:-toherSir Bindo·on Bkl(od and II.:ad-q_uarteril ~ith f1•nr 

g-uns <of Xo. 8 Batt<:rr and four rompanies :Y:th Punjab Infantry arriwd 
at Ina~·at Kili, the lOth Fidd Batkry and the Highland Ligl1t In· 
fan try {(•!lowing on behind; and it n.s hopffi that this formidable 
ronc-entrati•oD of artillery ~oulJ produce dedsi'"e eff~ts. In his ~port 
to Army Head-quarters Sir Bindon Blood tel<-graphed :-"I am cro~d
ing eYery man and gun on the de-cisin~ point and expe.:t there ~ill 

Le an end of the ~Iamund business in a few days.:~ He ~as right. 

On the 3rd Oct(•her at 6 o'clock in the morning, the 2nd Brigade 
with two balt<·rie~ <of 8l'tillery, under Bt·iga~iier~neral Jfln'('.n;, atta.:k

._,.d till~ Yillage c·f Badila.i. Yet·y little <•ppo~ititon was enN•untered until 
the return ruat'l.·h of the troi•]:t:> N•Ultllenc·eJ.. Firing heganat 8-U. Tlu! 
31:-t Punjab Infantry dearl"d and o_-cupitil a llpur ton the right, ~bile 
t lu~ W .:st K~:lit ruo'"oo against the ,-mage, and the 3~th Dt·gt-a.s cl,:,al't'J 
tlu.• hills to the l~:ft, tl1e Guides Infantry Non• ring the ll"ft flank, on ~t.ich 
the ca'"alry were aL;;v posted. The guns catlle into action at nine o'd.xk, 
1-hdling the ,-illage, which ~as captul't'J and C(•ruplt:tely d~:stl'l:•yd t"p 
tu this tirue only two casualtic:s Lad <octuneJ, but as sovn a.s the with
dl'awal of tLe trvops Legan tLe ~:nemy ankared in'great nurutot-rs, as 

man~· as three thousand Leing roughly counted. Firing now \x.carue 
l·ri~k and all the M'ps were inYoll'eJ, but the 31st _Punjab Infantry ..-ere 
lll<•~t ~~en~rdy pres&d Tl.e ca'"alry C"tm:red the retirement with grt:at 
~kill, but thou;;h tlu: enemy sho~t-d ruu<:h bo.olJness, tlu:-y did not ad\"ance 
into ground ..-hich rendered cLa.rgin;; po&>iLle, and l(•:ok refuge in 111tUaJ.t 

"l~t~nertr Lhrtateud Firing cta...-..;-J. at :2-31), and the fol'l:-e r.:athed camp 
AAf~ly. The whole affair was extrerudy sucwssfu~ but the l.:.,;;s ..-as U(•t 

8ta:ill. Sit· BinJcou Blvod and the Head-quarkrs Stllf wa.t.:ht>d the opera.· 
ti .. ns and r~ .... nnvitrd the ulle.'"'· The casualtidl lrtre as fc,Jlu..-s :

f:,,yal Wl",t Keut-dar~gtrllat.~.'y Mliktukd: I; 3bt Punjab Iufantry

li/itd: 1; u:••ni.td: 5; Guidt>-:1 Iufautry-ICO"IIJtJ: 3; GuiJcii C.ualry
tccutcdtd: 2 j 3:Jth fk·gl'ai>-L/.'td: } j IC-DIIIIit~J: 3 j kotal-kiJ.td: ~ j 

ttvundtd: 14. During the day Gtnera.l :lleiklej.;hn and Stall' arri\'00. 

TI.e lfamundlii -.·ere now thorvugUy bl'l:oken. On the 6th uf 0\:t(Jlxr 
1/•.(1 tril ... ~m~:n ftom the Kuna.r YILll~y j(•inoo the eneruyand exp~ 

tho:ir hat(.'ntic•n c·f atta.:king the c&rup, hut the lllllllun~ in terrvr c.f 

furtlat-r tt'pri:o.als di~uaJ....d th.:m fMn dc•ing 6() and <•ptnoo up negoti.a. 
ti •. ns f,,r amlollliN'ic·n. Tl,rtot> <•r fvur da~·s httr td rifldlluo;t dw·ing tLe 
f\l.t t•n tla• lfth 8.:-l•ll"llllot-r ~t-re l•l'l:•ugLt in, and nine IDt•re lrtre in 
tl.e Lau.L. t·f tLe j~rgult .. Lo llvW put <•Ut r·i<:ktts to f'l'I?Hlat tl"&J.u.·l ... hlt:l' 
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men from sntptng into tht> camp at night. Tiu~ :\bmtmtl~ h:~J 1'1:'· 

r ... i,·t"d a t~en•re 1<>::-~•n. Details of their ho..-.st>s \Wre nvt <•l•tain:~lol,·, l.ut 
272 men },a,J lll't>D l•uri€'d in the vallt>y and the nulllbt"r of woun.lt·,}lnu,;t 

have bt:-eu ,·ery lar~i:'. 'lite l:kiti,.h ca~ualties in tlu• )faiUUlhl Yalh·y 
since S ... pteml.Jt'r Utla hatl bet·n:-Dritish Offie ... t-s-killtd: 6; li:ourtoltd: 

16 ; Bt itLlh rank anti tile-ltil/td: 5: rroult·it·f: 43; 'Xative ranks-ki/i7d: 

tll; lfYIIIPidttl: 147 ; fvlh>wer3-1.:illtd: 1; ttutwitd: 5; h•tal 2~3, out ,,f 

a f,,l'('e wLkh nt>n>r ncl't><l .. d 1,3GO £gl1tin~ mE-n. T11iil ~~~~ws ho•W 
l'tuhl~•rnly the :!\hmunds ft•ng!.t. The Khans <•f Nawagai, Khar•<lll d 
.Titar enJ....awmrl'<l to imhwe the )famnnds to romJol.l· unre~l'I'Vi.'tll,Y with 
the Gvvt'mmt-nt tt>rms auJ en-JJtnally compl...te suhmis.siun was st-enr· · 
f"l On .the l:!th of Odober tl1e l'('presentatin•s of the )Jawmlll"' 

jirglllt arril·l'<l nt':lr camp and asked for an interview with Sir Dinrlon 
Dluod. T11ey sat und~r the tret'S near the village of Xawah Kili, 
and a durhlr wa:~ arrangetl b:· ~Iaj•)r fun e. Sir· Bindoon DlorJ anJ his 

statT arl'in-d at 3 r.v. and receiv~d the jir_.ra~, whidt prorniset:l to al..-tain 
fro•m hc~~;tilitit"S anJ to ~iw n•' more trouLle in future, al,;o to turn rwra 
Khan'11 folluwe~ out nf their country. They :;_ral"e security fvr the two 
riflt'l:l still un;;urrt6d.:red and dt'dar..d tl1at t}Je)· W!\Dtt'l.l ptaei.', l1avin;:: 
fou;;l1t vnl)· bet:-.1u:<e they ftard annexation. Finall)-, all SW(ol'e with 
uplifted ltolntls to ket-p thdr prNuiseg, and nre di:;.rui~ll The (}amn;.:e 
(},one to the vall~y arupl~· sdtled all outstanding account.', aud our aniwa Is 
},aJ liwJ free (of c"''t fvr a month. There wa.il no rt"<l-"''" to ,} .. ulJt tl1e 
sincerity of the ~hruunJ,;, for tht! ruin;; of their furls and rilla,:!•·~ in tl1e 
Wat~:Lli \"' all~y forwt"d an object !..::."'on to 1rhio.:h enn tl1e rwo:;t tul'bnltut 
(•f the trilJe cuulJ nut shut tl1t'ir eyl:ll. Sir BinJun Dlo(.J and his tw., 

lori~l,l..s undi!r Geuer.llll Jdfreys and l!eiklej.Jim D•iW moved (JUt r,f the 
Watdai Yalley in the diret::ti.,n of Panjkora and from thi:! JMint tl1e 
:MJ.wun.b cea.,e to fi;;ure in the frnutier nanati\·e. 

On hi:! ny loa...:k to the ~hlakand Sir BinJvn DJ,xJ l1alt~:d in tlu.• 
Sa!.uzai ,-alley anJ ea..;ily f(otcd the cowed tl'il..: . .;ru ... n there tu su t.u.it, liJ 

1idt'S and l'alL;ua~ auJ l3:i gun.> kin6 ~urr~nJ<'i't:d. In tht ;.;uu ... wa.'· tl1t: 
i:'L:uuazai ~l'tion of the rtruan K.L...ls, wLo had ~l.artd in tlu: :S11·:1t 

Yall<'y r~ing, at oute ~ur-renJt>tt-d tl1e arn1s d~IUauJ .. J IJf tl • .:~u. Uu tire 
23rJ Ud•olxr Sir I:iuJvn BhJ and Ut"~>eral Jdf1.-~·s·:~ I.:ri,::~elt' anir("l at 
O.akJara t• roldt f,Jr tht: lfabhnJ, anJ lh:n.:rallldkl.:j .. llu·:; I.:ri,:-.~<1 ... 

f,,u ... wt'\l tl1e &y aft..r. 
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PART IV, 

THE RISING OF THE AFRIDIS AND ORAKZAI. 

CH..fPTBR I. 

t'llB &uwnro or rHI sro ... 

AnorT the middle of August, while Sir Bindon mood was moving out 
ftum t'ha.kdara to subjug3t~ the_ Swu V&lley, and while General 
ElleM on tbe Molunand border was awaiting pennia'lion to follow op his 
initial suu:eM against the Hadda Mullah's forc8J at Sbabbdr, thtre 
came oew11 of restlt'llllneea among the Oraba.i, a tn'be found in the hill 
c"untry to the west of the Kohat district. A. mullah had been trying to 

indUCt: them to rise and attack our frontier ptJts, a.od had met with 
110me succesa, though the tribesmen were urging that they had no 
repre&entative leader to conduct the operations. The Orakzai oountry 
at that time was watched mainly frnm Fort Inckbart, our chief outpost 
on tht Samana Rang\\ a stmng defensible poaition where lli.x companies 
(J( the Mth Sikhs were ilt&tioned. A couple of days latl>ranotber report 
came in t.bat the restleMoeM wu spreading westwards and that 
Parachinar, our lut post in the Kurram Valley, waa threatened by a 
large -.Jtw. A a there ll!eDled to be good foundation for both repcril, 
it wu pro111ptly decidt:d to reinfo~ the Head-quarters garriloaat Kabat 
(this P'lllt being the support of both Fort IAckha.rt and Parat:hiaar) 
with the following tl'oopl :-The 9th FiPld Bat.t(li'Y from llian Kir, a 
wing of the Scota Fullilien from Sialkot~-., the 18th Bengal I..oc.en from 
Rawalpind~ a.od the lath Sikhs from Ferozepure. On iaqniry it W'U 

l.lll.'('rtaioeJ. tla.t the mullah who wu trying to brew mischief for 111 in 
this new di~tion 1l'l.tl one SUad. Akbar, belonging to the Aka K.hela, 
1 po,·erty-stricken~E'etivn of tbe A.fridi tribe. 

Furtlttr diatqui4!tiog ntn wu received ahort.ly aftenra.rds regaN· 
i11g th~ Afri~ who were aid to have eu~ into a war alliance with 
t.Le Otakzai tribe, the ..-.JIId. beiag that two .Wult.ueo.a &Uatb , 
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f<llould be dclirered on Briti;;h territot·y-one on our Kol1at bonl<'l', hy 
the Omkzai; and tl1e other on Jamrud and the mouth of the Khybt·t·, 
l•y the Afridis. The .Aka Khel Mullah, Saia<l Akbar, after suffidt•ntly 
inflaming tl1e Orak1.ai, had passed from tl1eir country to Tirah, the 
l!ttmmt:r bead-quarters of the .Afritlis. Apparently this fanatic was 
bent on doing in these two tracts of country what the" l\Iatl Fa kit·" 
l1atl dt•ne in Swat and what tLe Hadda Mullah was at that time cluing in 
the country of the ::\Iu!Jruanru. 

The Orakzai are numerically a powerful tribe, mustering ~ome 
2~•,000 fighting men, and vf no mean martial qualities. They lwl,l the 
lJills to the north-west of the Kolmt di;;trict ; the Afridi country lying 
to the uorth, while Wl'l!tward the Orakzai borders touch the Zaimukhts 
and extend to the foot vf the Saf~d Kuh Range. It is to the !lt•uth that 
our own bordt:r faces them, and previvus expeditions into the 1\Iiranzai 
Yalley Lad been und~t·taken in order tl1at the Samana. Range might bo 
l1eld by a chain of pv:;t~, 1!ocking the tribe from J'aiding into Briti>~h 

territory. Since Fort Lx:khart and its posts l1ad been held the triwll· 
n1en Lad not T~:ntm·ed on any l10stile demonstration, 1ut they hall 
~n sullenly defiart~ and might now, while the whole frontier was in 

a ferment, be expect~:d to giTe trouble if undetened by the str~ngthen· 
ing (•f the Kol1at garrison. Bnt no unanimity St'€'mcd prolm11e. Of 
the six di\'isions of the tribe the Daulatzai and one sub-section of the 
~blwmed .Klu:ls were receiving allowanr:€'5 fur keeping open the Kulmt 
Pas .. ~ and these it was rea'lOoaiJ!y c•:.njectured would in any en~nt l't:'lllain 
on their g•Xld beha\'iour. ~Ioreonr, the Orak1.ai are split up into two 
~;rt'at factions, Samil and Gar, so that a ,ceneral coflll,inativn seemetl 
difficult vf attainment. The maos vf the tl"ilJt:'~lll~:n are Sun is, but there 
are S(•Dle Shiah sub-section~, and sectarian quarrt:lil are not unc<:>;:tllllOIJ. 
~Ioreonr as the Tihule tribe are a good deal depentlt·nt on the Kohat 
di;,tti:t for supplies, and e•pecially for salt, it wa:i believed tl1at i!<>llle 

wrt <•f pres.sure could be brou~ht to bear upon them ; but it was never· 
the!~ fl'C(Ignibed as possible that they wight lbten t•J el·il coun8d,; 

and try conclusions with ou.r troops. 

The .lirifu hr1lJ the country to the south and wt>~t of the Khybei'1 

and their settlementa touch the wl'l!t of the P~hawar distdct. They 
are Jj,-iJeJ into ei;;l1t daM, of whi.:h six, the Kuki, )laliktlin, KatulJal', 
Kawar and Zilka Khels and tLe Sipa.h al'e known cullectirely a.~ the 
E.h, lotr .lit iJi:l. 11e Ala Klu:tl~ are fuunJ further to tl1e sr,uth, k)·ond 
tl..e.ri·•l,t tank vf the Bara Rinr; ""hile the .:\.Jam .Kheh h,,Jd the J,ilL; 

e 

'kt\\ ~t:n the Pc-el.a11·a.r iUlJ K• .. htit di.::trict~ iUJJ <Ut re~aru~d a.:; a &eJ~<Uilte 
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t••nllnunity, tlu:ir interests not being identical with those of the clans to 
the north-we~t. The whole tribe covers an at·ea of about 900 tJquare 
miles. In the summer mouths the majority of the Afl'idis move to 
Tirah, a high plateau inhabited chiefly by the Orakzai. The Rajgul all(l 
Maidan V :tlleys are studded with theit· mat huts during the hot weather, 
and their flocks and het·dsfind good pasturage. The Kuki Khels always 
resort to Rajgul, while 1\Iaidan is left for the other clans. In the winter 
the whole population swat·m down into the Bara and Bazar Valleys, and 
also into the low hills bordering the Jamrud plain. Timh had never been 

vi~ited by our troops, and was regarded as the Afridi stronghold. In the 
Afghan War of 1878-80 two expeditions were sent into the Bazar Valley, 
lwt it was not then considered expedient to enter the Rajgul and Maidan 
Yalley~, as this would haYe in\•olnd the employment of at least 10,000 

nu:n. The Afddis muster in all some 26,000 ot• 27,000 fighting men, of 
whom about 6,000 belong to the Adam Kheh, 4,500 to the Zakka Khels; 
and 4,000 each to the Kuki, Malikdin and Kambar Khels. The Kuki 
Khels under A min Khan were the clan which had sent levies into the 
KhyLer, and their standing feud against the Malikdin Khels as well as 
theit· professil•lls of friendliness towards the Govet!nruent of India pre· 
Yented at least a pottiun of them joining in the contemplated rising. 
The Afridis are men of fine physique and gra'ld fighting qualities, but 
their geneml character is of the worst, It is thus described by one 
authority: "Ruthless, cowardly robbery, cold-blooded, treacherous 
mm·der, are to an Afridi the salt of life. Brought up from his earliest 
childhood amid scenes of appalling treachery and merciless reven~re, 
nothing can change him; as he has lived, a shameless, cruel S:tvage, 
so he dies. And it would seem that notwithstanding their long 
intN·rourse with the British, and that very largP numbers are, or have 
ht>en, in our sel'\·ke, and must have learned in some poor way what faith 
and mercy and ju~tice ue, yet the Afridi chuacter is no better than 
it was in tlte days of his fathers.'' From such material as thi81 however, 
good l'o!diers l1ave been made of the men enlisted in certain native 

t···;.:imt>n!!l, and the trained Afridi fights with splendid elan. The blood 
ft•udt! and quarrdt! Letween the various dans lead to much internal 
fighting, Lut any rommon menace to their country unites them. 
Ah·fady in the present instance they seemed to have sunk their 
tl.itft't'enct's and to have banded together in their hostile preparation;; 
a;:ain~t the British Government. They wet·e posing as something 
wore than rdigious fanatics. T!Jeit• leaders Lad intimated to the 
o~.utbvriti~:~ Ill Pc,ltaur that cl:ltaiu cunl:t~~iuns were desired hom 
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tlt•! (l,ll't!l'lllllt•nt of lllllia. These were the withllrawal of all tl't'''l"' 
fr,.lu the Swat Yallq :m,J the Samana Tian:-:e, the rediti.-ativu of the 
t<alt tn, IUHl the rclhlitiun of all Af!'itli wollten livin~ in l:t·iti~h 

h:nitooi'Y· t:inm these tt'rlll~ their fightin~ lllt'U wuui,Jrdurn to their 
lt•Jillt!l!. 

Fvr ~•Jilh! d<\ys after th~ lir>;t rull!vur~ Umkzai g:1therin~s contimwtl 
t•) be H'JM'tetl, but they were nppart•ntly waiting fvt' the ~-\fl'itli:~ to 
mvn! J,ef,,re l'<UTying out their threatem·tl attaek ou the Sa mana. Their 
attitutle hatl ean::<etl~<ume al.mu anwn;; the friemlly Turi~ of tht> luwel' 
Kun~uu, l•nt ft•a,;..;uring 1\t:'WS came l'""'""ntly from Par:whinar. The 
:,;arri~"n tln:l'e wa:~ so ct:•nthlt>nt of bo1hling its nwn that one lntndl'ell 
111•:11 hatl llt't'll st·nt to rt>infu1w the 8IUallt•r p•)8t of S:11hla heltl by i!j 

of th~ 3rJ Punj<\b l'aralry as a link with Thall, whid1 lies near the 
jnndi,_.u uf the Kun;uu anJ Miranzai Yal!,•ys. Th~ lw~tile trilot'SIIll'n 

hatl ).:•'ne to the J ... ugth t)f rutting tlte tdt'gmph wil·~, but message:; were 

l't'in;; :<ent thruugh tlaily by. S•)W:u·:; without l1indmnce. A.J>J~u·eutly 

the ttil ... ·:~ in the Kurmw Yall ... y, like the Orakzai of the Sanmua, 
were waitiu;; iu s~.~ue dvubt to see how ll!att~rs dcnlt•ped in the 
Kh) l~<:r dirt>ction. 

I:rig:\,lit•t·-C:~ncra.l t· G. Yeatman-Bi;;;:,rs, then Commanding tlte 
Pn:>itleney Dist1·io.:t, W;l:l urJ ... rd up fr••m l'alt:ntta to tak~ cornmaud of 
tho: tr""l<i at Kuh<lt, aml Ly the .:!.:!uJ .,f August he was al!le to !tare a. 
~tt,_•n;; brigatlt! r~ady to muve out eith·"r tv the Samail<\ !lange or tu 
Kun:1111. So uwrc ~;ttiking iust<tlltt! uf the want uf uuiuu amvug the 
~:••u,:;,·ri.:s t•f trilxs vu the Svrth· West fruuti~t· hatl cnt· uwund than 
thi:; v;~,-illatiuo vf the AfriJis iUlll Ut·akzai. lnstcatl uf de>'t.·cutling np•m 
u~ swifdy auJ suUeuly as the Swati~ au,] the ~l•Jhlll<lll\1:! lmd lll)ue, 
thc-y were Ly tht'i.J: he;;itauq giYing u:~ au t•ppurttlllity to wake Ldter 
Jdell>iYe !JI'l'JX\~\ti•)U~ 

On the P .. :;lw-ru ~i,le, owing t•) the intelli:;ence that 10,0(10 Afri,Jis 
wt'l·e ru:trd1in;; un the Khyl.,.;r Pa,;..; ft\•lll the J~Jzai Yall.:)·, Capt<1i11 
F. J. H. Carh•n, .:L""i~tant 1\·litio:al Urli·:~t· at L1uJi !\;·tal, wa,; with· 
Ut<IWU fr, .. w that 1-"·.:;t, !Jut the g;m·i:;..on r~t111iu~J in v<:<:liJ><Iti•Jil. It wa::~ 
~,iJ tlut the .HriJi~, nft"r t<IJ-•turing th~ KhylJt'f Pa~.~, 111eant t•J take 

J"'tul"•l, t•llf l"-""t at tb~ PeShawar enJ of th~: p;t;_{, JamruJ wa.~ vrtli• 

IMt;l.r h"lJ t•.l" Udao.:LJ..u~:llt.; vf U;ltir~: o:aYaJry anJ infantry fruru p~,Jta• 
w u, ~ l,i:e t!!~ K.L; lr:t· I~iJ~:-, wlt•J were _:.;<ll'l'i>•.ouiu;,: tla• Kltybt·r, !tad 
tlo•:tr 1,,-,,.}-,!'1.11 td ~ tlJd t. t_;l:ltd".J J.::ll,·s, ~ lw I, a.] llvt yet IJJI)\"Cll ullt 

f,._.IU l'.;,;J ,.,,,r ''~ 1iu,t t\,,: .\Lluulll•l·, H·hV •l•:'l'~t.Jl':tl S•J. 3 (L:riti.,ft) 
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Jl .. nnt.>in Batt.•rr fr .. m r~··l,awar t') ,J.mll'll<l r.-.rt, t••gt>tl,o?r witl1 ~tl"•n;::' 

d··taddrwuts ,,f 1;1 it i,h and natir~ infantry an•l >••111(' en-airy~ :Mahr·m•.J 
.hbuu Kt.an, Ct!llllll;\lllhnt of the KlaylJd' Ritl • .,:, a],..) Cftllt~lltl':\t(·J r .. nr 

l•f l1is cuutpauies thl"l'e. Th~ rt:IIJ.aindcr vf tlte Kl.yl~r I!.ith::~ were di-tri
.J,uted t~tweeu the !vrtified #arai at Lauili K ... tal, the ~trong f•JI't. at Ali 

Mu><jid, and tl1e uaill(•t' I"'J~t8 alung tl.e pa,;s. TJ,e,e ruin•Jr p<:·~t.'\ it wa~ 
a!i·ead,1· fures~:~:u, might hare t<J be gireu up if the Ml'iJis 8hou1J SWI."('P 
dl•wn tl1e Kli~l~tr, uut LanJi Kvtal and Ali :llu~jiJ, if ladd with dt:ter
wiuatil•n, cvuld nut, it wa.s ldiel't>d, be t<IJJt ut·t>d l·~· any triklfvree with
out attillo:ry. The taetics uf tLe A11idis Wt•uld D<J dvulJt l~ t•l dv._-.e the 
Kltykr, and tla:n awear iu strt:ngth abvut tLe lvw hills whi..:h a1·e 

fvuud nt'ar tile rnvuth of tl1e pa •. --s. TLey were t.<:·atwly li.kdy w wnture 

fat' iut<J tlae Jaturud J•lain, wLere tla•y wuuld Ia~· tlu:l~h-t>:l <•pt:ll t<J 
attack l•y caralry, unless tli~:Ll' num1Jt'r8 t:ohvuld iuJet•J ttul.,J.l..:n tl • ..:m 
t•> make a demvu~tratiun ag;tin~t Jauu·u,l Fut't it ... ;df. Their t·..~i,liug 

1•al'ties llligl.t al10 Le expet:to:d t<J at•r~~:ar w the ISUUtJ,, wlu:re Ftttts l~u~\ 

aud llbckc.,;vn; gani:!oned by the lNrJcr Militia, gw.1.1'd vur fruntier 
l.odwetU Jallll'Ull auJ Kvlilit. 

• Iu a n:ry slwrt tillle Gent'l'al Ellt"S had a c~lumn at hmruJ C(•lli· 

P·'""'l t•f "K'' llttt<'r:;, lL H. A., Xo. 3 (Eriti~h) Mouut.1iu Eatt<:t·y, 
the ith llra:;•••JU GuatJs, a wiug vf tLc G"txluulli,:;ltlaudet-s, &\'cllc<.•lU• 

J~lllie:! vf tl1e ht titulba.;, and a wing vf tl1e :?Gth PuujalJ lufautJ·y • 
.B.u-a Fvrt was !teiJ loy Jetacl,ments of uatire t;;.~\·alt-y aud iofantr)·· E.1· 
way ,,f l't>.,.cne thel'l' wa.s tile Shal•k<tdt• cvlurnn, wat..:Liug the ~1·1Llll<H•J 

cc•Hlill,r, and a Lig g:.mi:;vu of 51VW vl' G,(JI)J likU iu the P~::,;Law:u· 

l'alll<.llllllo:IJl:;. 

Ou tla• :!ht t•f Au;..;u,t tl1e ~VriJis l't'ally Leg-,m t<Jtu•JW, tla.:> .-\k;l 

.1\.IH·I~, tbe ~blik.liu Kl.ds, anJ the Zakka Kl,ds ll<l,·ing culhtd tJ,,:it• 
li;;l•l i••;;·IIH:JI auJ 't:ll'letluut fl\•lli Tirah. Ertlltua.lly ;;ix uut •.of tlu: ti,:;Lt 

lblls iutiJ v.l,il·la ti1e Mt iJis are dJ,·iJd }•lied in the L'!'tilt' UdUttlHI"d.· 

ti .. u. Fi1·t ,,f tl ... ,...., t!.e ~Ldil..Jin, Kallll.ur, Ka.n.aar, Zakka KJ,d,;, an·l 

'''"" :'ij•:th J.aw ali ~•l•ly l. ... tn llieuti(•llt.J as f••lll•it•g witL tLc Kuki Kltds 
lite 1\.1,,1 ],d' Af1iJi~: tlu:• ~iHh Wtlt tLe _\ka Kl,ds, SvutL (•f tl•t .B.tt-a 
l:i1·d, lv \1 bic·h tl,e J!ulb!J Saia.J .!kl.oal' l.t:l,.r,;,:d. Tl1e Kuki Kbeb 
\1 uuiJ ll•.•l j .. iu, a11J tLeir a ... •tute lll!llil.·, Allliu Khan, adu;dh· ~>t"IJt S<•lll.: 

,,f !.is iullu" t>l'i> l•J a~~i~t iu tLe Jd<:IJr-~: t•f J.li :llu,jiJ a11J kll,l.i K:•.•lal 

Tl.~· .\,luu Kla·l, tl,e la:,t uf tLe t:i.;l•t _u, i,li d.1LI,;, J,u)JiJ,g tLe t,;l], 
L...twn·nl'e-l,;,w;or a~.oJ Kulilit, at·.: iu a '><'11:><: a Ji,tiuc·t ..:•.oLutuullity, aJ,J 

tJ,..,,. w ,.r._. L~t·>i;l,teJ tlJ•.oU;,h tv IX't' that ;wy klli),..ol<U·y ~Ul'\:t'e., ~U!cJ • 
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hy a raid would h:we to be dearl)· paid for in the long run. They arE' 
suhsidi~ed fo maint.'l.in the road throu(l'h the Kohat Pa.~ and thev de-" . 
eli ned to close the pass when urged to do so by the mullah~. Their jirgah 
went into Kohat when summoned, and the clan afterwards remained 
quiet. Some tribesmen bearing the name of Adam Khels did as a matter 
of faet -jnin the Afridi ltUhkar, but these were a sub-section of quite a 

ditfert>nt clan inhabiting Tirah. This duplieatit•n of trans-frontier nameil 
is of fre!plent occunence and is apt to be confusing. 

In or,ler to be on the safe side, General Elles de~patchetl a flying 

Cfllumn of all three arms to Bara. to watcl1 for any hostile demon~tra· 
tion in that quarter, while the Jamrud column was kevt ewn llJtll'e 

on the alert than usual. The Commander-in-Vhicf, seeing the atlrisal•il
ity of having a large force of cavalry in and about Peshawar, order· 
ed up the 6th Bengal Cavalry from Rawalpindi, and these auived at 
their destination on August 22nd. Thi~ gave Genei<~l Elles 18 squad
rons of (·aralry in all, apparently quite enough to smash up a tribal 
furee 10,000 strong if it should venture from the hill:!. 

Information reached Peshawar about thi11 time which sheJ a curious 

side-light upon the tribal risinf,rs on the frontier. It appeared that 
both the lladJa Mullah ;nd the" :Mad Fakir" wrote to Saiad AkLa1·, the 
Aka Khel :Mullah, urging him to incite the .Afridis and Orakzai to take 

up arms against the British. Saiad Akbar hesitated at first to re~pond 
to the appeal, but eventually on the 13th August he managed to all.~eml•lc 
a number of Afridi maliks in Musjid Bagh in Tirah the summ~r he.'l.d· 
quarters of the tribe. Here there was a great discussion ail to the 
propriety of attacking British territory. The headmen w~re di>ided in 
opinion, many of them taking the sensible view that such an attack 
could not be successful and might bring replisals upon the Afridi~ as 
a whole. Saiad Akbar then Mt for the Orakzai country, and bcre he 

sueceeded in exciting the tribesmen to such an extent by working Uflflll 

their fanatici~m that they agreed to attack the Kof1at border if the 
AfriJis W(•uhlmove against the Khyber and Jamrud. The mullah 

hurried back to Ti.rah with thia news and it was sufficient to excite the 
Aka Khels and Zakka Khels, who gathered their fighting-men at once, 
But, 1\S has Leen seen, the delay in Lt·in&ting about the trihal corubina· 
ti(\n lJaJ giYen the Government of India aruple time in which to rein· 
force the garrisons of Pt,hawar and Kuhat, and it was now clear that 
the klli,x·,;e .UL'iJiil al!d Orakz.ai "·uulJ shortly rtcei>e a Se\'ere le;";'J!l. 
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CJUl'TEil 1L 

'I'D C!.n'OI OP 'I'D Dtllltll l'OB:TS BY 'I'HX J.FJUDIS. 

A.rna twelve days of doubt u to the real intentions of the Alridia, 
the question wu finally aettled on the 23rd August by a sudden and 
overwhelming attuk: on Ali Yosjid and on Fort lfaude, the latter a 
amall fort about three miles from 1amrud and just Yitbin the mouth 
of the Khyber Pua. Tbe tn"besmf"n bad arpueotly adT'I.DCed from the 
Bozai \"'alley by the A.lachi route, which brought them mto the pus quite 
cloee to Ali l(w;jid. This fort wu held by a detachment of the K.hybeto 
Rifles and aome Kuk:i Khelleriea who, either because they mistakenly 
thought they could not possibly.prevent it from falling into the hands 
of the enemy, or becaose they did not c:ue to shoot dowa their own 
rountr,rmen,-abmdoned it and retired to 1amrud i and the A.fridia u 
once burned the building to the ground. A.d\'li.Deiag further along the 
lUI the niders came upon Fort :)laude, which thong\ smallna strongly 
built and well plaeed. on u eminence overlooking the road. Ita little 

ganison, aome 40 or 5(j of the Kbybelo Ri1les, behaved staunchly, but 
eould not •ve the situation. for the Khyber nl now swarming with 
.Afridia, wboee line extended ll mile!L 

At thr!'e o'clock: in the af'ternooo, the Deft reached 1amrud that 

Fort :Maude wu being attacked, and "K• :&ttery, with an eeoort 

ron&isting of the 4th ~croon Guard. and four eompmfes of British. 
infantry, wu ordered out towards the mouth of tlle Khyber Pass with 
a ,. iew to ftnder assist.a.ooe if this r.hould pro-ve pt"'dicable. A.a the fort, 
bow"'t'l'1 na aome distaooe up the JUS itself, tJ:il foree eould not with 
lalety move far into the b.ill.&. where it would have been liable to flank 
attacka. The battery eventually opened fire at 3,!m yard.s on a number 
c4 tribe.anen who were sighted. These N-tired at oooe, but it wu not 

found poasitle for the guns t1> proeeed up the pass, ud the would-be 
N-lieYing forte wu obliged to return to 1a.mnad. A.t night Fort Maude 
.... IWJell to be m 6amt!a. . 'Ibe post .... one of no great importanee in 
itiel~ but there was ao telling how fa.r ita capture might eneo~~ the 
.A.fridit to preilll ~~ 

"'boagll the A.fridja took: Fort Yaude tllt"y did not take the gurisniL 
'\"\"Ma .. K • Battay with it. t'lllOI't tame into. artioa at 3,m yuds. it 
temporariltll.'&l'fd of the ..-.ili.ng ~ and the ganiaoD, eooing the 
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hopelessness of the pfl~itinn, took arhantage of the hrit>f lmt weleotne 
diH!I'Sion to withdmw in safety, joining the battery and returning with 
it to Jamrud. During that night Jamrud itself was sniped, but there 
were no casualti~s, and next morning all the enemy had diAAppeared. 

There was a reason for tl1e dis.1ppearance. An attack was to l1e made 
tl1at day on L1nrli Kotal, tl1e fortified sarai already mentioned, fur
ther up the Khyber. This attack began about noonday and the 

garri>~on, as a whole (for there were deft:>ctioM), offered a st~ady resis
tance, keeping the enemy outside during the afternoon and evening, 
and continuing to stand to tlu,• defence right through the night. Not 
untillO o'clock the next morning-and then only by mt-ans of treachery 
on the part of certain Afridis within the stronghold-did the enemy 

get icsid~. As in the other instances, the builuing was set on fire, after 

which the raiders withdrew and soon afterwards dispersed quietly but 
exultingly to their homf:'s. • 

Some of the details of the taking of Landi Kotal are intere~ting. 

The garri~on of the ,,,.a; consisted of five Native Officers and 3i0 lllt'll 
of the Khyber Rifles, including 25 recruits and mllnAhiA. Of thtHe 120 

bdonged to miscellaneous clans; thus 40 were Shilmani Mohmand~, ami 

a similar number were from the Peshawar Valley, while the rest were 
Adam Khels and menJrom the neighbourhood of the Kohat Pass. Of the 
remaining 250, 70 were Lawargai Shinwaris, within whose limits Landi 

Kotal lies, "hile 180 were true Afticli~, their numbers being prt'tty 
equally divided among the Mullagori~, Zakka and .Maliktlin Khels. 
These 2:SO ri~~s formed the bulk of the garrison, and they A~em to ha,·e 
bthaved steadily enough on the 2-lth Augn~t, firing volleys at any gr(•tlps 
of tribesmen who tried to approach the walls of tlae 11mli. On the morn

ing of the 2.->th a Shinwarijemadar named .Jhawas Khan wa8 wonnderl, 
and the Shinwari sepoys then concluded they had done sufficient fight· 
ing. They ar.cot·dingly jumped down from tl1e north wall of the anrai 
and bolted away to their villages. If we are to brlieve the story of Rome 
of the Khyber Rifles who afterwards came into Jamrud, the Afridi por
tion of the garrison were so di~gusted with these de~erter·s that a volley 
wall fired upon tltem as they fled, three OJ' fonr men heing !tit. A little 
later some Shinwaris anJ Zakka K.hds among the attacking force managed 
to) !!(;ale the wall on the north-east face neat• the Officers' bungalow, but 

they were promptl.v dl'iven back. Then certain of the .Afritlis manning 
the wall be;.:an exchanging greetin;;~ the reveNe of lw~tile with their 

ft-llow·tribesmen outsitl~, anJ the serp1el was that Rome traitors within 
opened the gate anJ the tlil.~al ruub JftJIIlcJ in. It i.i rwt dear, aud it 
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l•r•..l.oal•lr nen:r will he wl,at exact pr(tpvrtion of tlte be:.ieged ga>e 
hicndh· adiUittau~:e to the l>~:t>iegel'l> aud what rm.•[")ltion remained l(·~·al 
tv thei.r salt. But t!J.ere were undouhtedl~- ruany true-hearted S<:•lJi.:t'S 

aru•)ng tla! garril!{tn., as the prvtracted ret.istafl~>e ll'uuld ~~If suffice to 

}!I'\! H.'. 

The )lullagl•ri and Shilmani st-p<•ys escaped o¥er the ll'al111·ith their 
tides, wl1ile tl1e Zakka and :llalikdin Khcl wen tfJ(_tk refuge under the 

fh;;s <•f their dausmen in the atta~:king- fu1-ce, and joined in looting the 

r~ .st. The Adam Khel~>ep<•~·s Lad j•.tiued the wiegiug ltUI.lar at the wry 

t•Ut:••:t. Of tJ,e 40 PesLawui~, six we1·e rarri..d (off as prisoners, ll'Lile the 
reJuaiudei· were allowed tu esea.pe after their rifles LaJ been seized. 

A Sul.tadar wl1o wa.s killed just Lefc•l'e the enemy eff'cded an 
entmuce int•J tlu~ Era~i, and who c0nductt-d tl1e defente, bad twv S<Jns 

in tlu~ attat:king fL•rtt\ and one S<JU with hiru in the KJ,~-lttl· P.ifl~ 

TIH~ Sul~1Jar Cl•mmanding the ~Iullag••ri tX•lllpan)·, wLen the enem~· 
tlm•u;;h tl't'ilt'ho:ry <:ffL-...·ted an entrant-e into the Fot-t, wllt'\:ted his 
t.·t•wpany and fought lii:i way thtllnf:h, lc>:>ing seft~al nu:u in d·Jing S(l. 

He then t .. ~~..k his eurupanr throu::h the Shill.llilnl tvuntr\'1 ba~:k to . ~ ' . 
Ja1u1 ud, without the loss <of a r·ifle. 

'\\hen the Landi K<Jtal 1arai haJ lx~n lU<Jted and the quartt-rs for 

tln! tr•..:·J•i sd uu tit'l! the Mridis kt,'<ln t<> l·•·~al up, llillking fur tht'ir 
lwuH:S in tl1e Bazar Y a.lle.1·, an·l t.:<U-r~·ing tlu:ir d~.ad and wuuuded with 
tlH:Ill. Tltiil wa.s dcone in S]Jite co{ the lJrvk::itatic•Uil uf the lUulhhs, ll'ho 
l1ad C•J·r;at.i::oeJ the 1-aid, and wLv wi:,LeJ to ktt'}J the la•Har together. 
Tb.:-1~ -.·a.s appart:utly llt•t tnuugh fanati.:W.U at WC•tk w indu(·e the 
t1 ilJt"~Wo:U tu ft'lllain, aud W•.ort'Vwr they wd-e mnning 8hurt uf SUJ•pli~ 
Tin: uw>t th<-y Wdo: eliual w was a ptx•ruise w gather a;;ai..u un_&lJldU· 
b.:r l.ith. 

(',.win;; Ut•W w C.:•nsiJcr the lc•SS whi.:h the KL~·Ler P.ill.:s suti~H:d 
tlll'c•Uglwut tbe 11hule t"ll.iJ u1...:•n the Khykr, Cvlund .h!aw KLan, 
tb<·ir L•IJ c•Jlllllla.u.lallt, "·ho 11a.s a<:ting a;; Puliti..:al Ollic-.:r in the Khybcl', 
l•Ut it at l•J L•llly, killed and wounded. The lv,;.,e;; c.f the ..liriJi tlilxs
lurll "rn: !•Ut ~t 3-l 11t fult lliuJe, 1:2 at ..:\li llusjid, and ;!<)J at Landi 
Al•wl. 

. It t.u.a.'· Le 'lli'L•I·th r6:atllig Lt:re that in the a;;,Tetllltnt uf lSSl 
lo.·t Wttn tLe Gvl"l:flllllt'Lt 0f ll!Jia auJ tbe ..liriJis the fvllowiLJ 
1-'•l:•~t:•l·h was ~ul., ... :ril.oc:J to loy tLe l,~aJw~n d tLe nite : " \Y e 

ulJJ, .• .,t .. uJ ~-<! &t·e t:l.duoil·o:ly r.:,p..·u,;~.;.,. f,.r tLe futun.: lllallage

tu~LL vf tLc KL~ l..-r, <~.l!J tkt (_j,_,,.dL.w~:l,t iu rw 1ny ol.:ud iu tL:.. 
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responsibility, and this position \V.e accept." Under the same agree· 
ruent a corps of Thezailchis was raised among the tribes to garrillon Ali 
Musjid and Landi Kota.l, and this during the succeeding _,ixteen years 
:had expanded _into the corps of the Khyber Rifles, about 1,000 Htrong, 
the cost of which had been defrayed by the ·oovemtuent of India, the 
annual charge being roughly two lakhs. Yet another lakh yearly had 
been paid in tribal allowances. As an off$et again$t this the tollll levied 
on caravans had b~en collected by Government. The AfriLli~, therefore, in 
their raid not only attacked their fellow-clansmen enlillted in the Ritle11, 
but broke the agreement which had been in force since 1881 aml had 
worked till then without a hitch.· 

~fore leaving the Khyber it hatt to be mentioned that one of the 
mqst serious results of the capture of Landi Kotal was that an inunense 
quantity of ammunition fell into the hand~ of the enemy. When intelli
gence came in that 10,000 tribesmen were marching on the Khyber, 

. Captain Barton, strong in the belief at the time that the pa~ would be 
l1eld, sent up fifty thousand rounds to that place, and when he was 
peremptorily recalled by Sir Richard Udny he had of cour8e to leave 

. this reserve behini him. No effort was made by the authorities at 
:Peshawar to secure the alllmunition, thvugh thre~; days elap8d before 
the Afl'idis entered the pa8s, 
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CJIAP1'ER 111. 

THE RISING OF THE ORAKZAI. 

A ~'URTHElt example of the extraordinary want of tactical cornLina· 
tiou awoug the frontier tribes was supplied by ti1e inactivity of _the 
lhakzai while their allies the Afl·idis were raiding the Khyber. The 
Orakzai, it will be remembered, bad bound themselves by a compact 
with the Afridi8 to rise as soon as the latter made a demou~tration, yet 
they waited until the Af!'idis had withdrawn from the Khyber and 
entirely di~pt•rsed before themselves commencing hostilities, thus losing 
a great opportunity. Now that the attention of our Peshawar and 
Kohat troops was no longer anxiously engaged, the Orakzai at last made 
a tardy advance ·upon our l>01·der and on the 26th of August imitated 
the Afridi~ by capturing the Ublan Pass. But their success was 
~hurt-lived, for the very next day, as will presently be related, General 
Ye11t:nan-Diggs recaptured the va~s and completelynouted the Ol'akzai 
la~likar. 

The Ublan Pass, some six miles north·west of Kohat, lies on the 
l>ounJary line separatiug the Bizoti section of the Orakzai from Bl'itish 
territory. It was obviously a matter of very considerable importance, 
looked at from every point of view, that no dit>turban<:e should be 
allowed to fcl'ment unchecked in the neighbourhood of a pass which 
owdooks the high-road of our communications to Kun-am and is within 
so ~!hurt a distance of a comparatively small cantonment like Kohat. 
B~·fore nal'l'ating in detail the events which occm-red, during the re
captul'e of this supposed imp1·egnable position by the then small force 
uudet• General Yeatruan-Biggs, on the 27th August, it may oo 
iuteJ'l·~tiug to glanee briefly at previous operations directed againl:lt the 
Hizutis. In Man:h 1868, various offences against life and property com· 
111itted by this llection of tht: Daulatzai clan culminat~::d in the occupation 
loy them of the ULlan Kotal with a threat to attack the towei'8 and 
lillage at the fout of the pass. .\ccordiugly on the morning of the 11th 
Ma1·~h, a swall fore!! mo\·~d out from Kohat consisting of two guns of a. 
ligl1t field battery auJ som~: :iOO men of the 3rd and Gth Punjab Infantry. 
ThtJ po~ition was assaulted and the en~my g1·adually driven back into a. 
a;tl'vll;.( Ln·a:>tWulk ~ituatcd on the sum!llit uf a pcrpendi~:ular crag on 
the rigl1t uf tlul pa:>:>. Thrt~ attempts were madll to 8tul'lll tLis pu~itiun, 
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all of which biled, and the tt·oops retired at sunset, having suffered thl' 
lu~avy loss of 11 killed aud 44 woulilled, including 1 OJlice1' killed and 
2 wounded. .Again in the following year the pa:;s was cro:;~ed secretly 
at night by a force sent out from Kohat. Thi:1 movement bdng totally 
uuexpected no r~::si:;tauce was encountered, and tht: force moved dowu to 
the village of Gora on the other side. Ha. ving desti'Oyed thi:; village the 
troops retumed at once over the pass, clo:;ely followed by the enemy, 
who bad by now taken the alarm and were up in arms. The loslle:~ on 
this occasion wer~: 3 killed and 33 wounded, most of the casualties occul'• 
ling on the way down from the summit of the J>a8s, wla~re the troops 
·wer·e exposed at every turn of the path to a ptlling fire from above, 
This short resume of operations in the neighbourhood of the Ublau 

may suffice to show that the po~ition is one of g1·eat natm·al sh•mgth1 

ju:;tifying the Bizoti:; to a cel'tain extent in their boast that when pro• 
perly defended it was impregnable. Let us now turn to actual events. 

On the 25th August news was brought irt from .Mal;omedzai, the fort 
which is situated near the foot of the pas::~, that su1ne sui).Jing had Leen 
going on at night and that the enemy had occupieJ the aungw·• which 

bad 1een the scene 'of the defeat of our troops 29 years ago. The Sillne 

day Major Bewicke-Copley, Intelligence Officer, and Captain Wakt!, 
Or·derly Officer to Gen,rral Yeatman-Biggs, rode out from Kohat unJ 
reconnoitred the ground .. The next night our levy post was rushed l,y 
some Bizotis and Utman Khels,* and oue man was killed, one havildat· 
and one man wounded, anJ the remaining levies flt'd for refuge to Malw· 

medzai. At du~k on the 2Gth, Mahomedzai had ueen reinforced by one 
company of the 2nd Punjab Infantry under Captain Cooper . 

.At 4 .A.ll. on the 27th August a. force con$isting of one squadron 3nl 

Punjau Cavalry, six guns No. 9 Fidd BattfiJ, two companie~ Royal Scots 
Fusilier~ and the :!nd Punjab Infantry nwnd out from Kohat to attack 
the pailS. General Yeatruan-Bigg~ arriveJ on the scene at daylm:~ak and 
the gunlil took up a position near a tank on the plain at the foot of the 
pass, and opened fire at 2,:WO yard:~. ~Uter some very prett.v shooting, 
1lajor Wedderbum succeeded in ahuost completely silencing the enemy's 
fronwl fire and al:!o that on the crags to our left, uut the latter afterwards 
broke out again during the advance. Di~positions were then made fur the 
attack, the 2nd Punjau Infantry leading and the Royal Scot~ Fusiliers 

lying in l'e8erve, with the squadr:un vf the 3rd Punjab Cavalr·y as e~cutt 

"Frnm a prel'ious upldna•ion it will lJe uuder&'ood that tb.ia ctau bai nocouutction 
witu •U.ul:tlW.Ill Kb.d.>lJiug b.:tw~:en Snt aud llaJour. 
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to the guna. The 1:roop1 adflUIC:ed ap the centre of tbe pua, ud wbea 
about half-way found themeelves upoaed to a gUiing and TB"! Mli:Un&e 

fire., coming chiefly from the left flank, where a DUDJber of ahalp&bootel'll 
wen coiiCe*lEd. amongst 110111e Bleep erags overlooking the puL These 
cnga . wen a llerioua diJiiculty during the whole progreaa oJ the 
engagelllftlt: they ~ perpendicular_ ud quite ioaeee.l"hle, and it is 
impo•i'ble either to -.le or to outflank them. Here a number of the 
enemy remained cooct!Sled,keeping up a ~g·fire., and ao eounter-fire 
could dislodge them. About 8 .ur. the Kotal wu Jtllioed-LieutenUlli 
Elamie,Adjutant of the 2Dd Punjab lnfmtry, who had led_ his company 
mOlt galluatly from first l.u last, being the fint to arrive at the IUJlliD.it. 
The enemy did not wait to by concluaioiUI at el~ qua.rtera. but were 
eeen rapidlr retreating ia a fairly compact body down the otlaer aide of 
the pua, where they- CI'Cllflfllld the Ban.. River and entered the Yillage 
beyood. Volleya were fired alter them. both from the main attack and 
aJao by the mea of the !nd Punjab Infa.otry on the right. lfeanwhilo 
the right attack bad been having aome" sharp YOI"k: alter fighting thrir 
way from ridge to ridge they gained the erest and awrpt the enemy be
fore them, tbe two eompa.oies being well lead by l.ieuteoant. Eales and 
Subadar Bhuta Bam respectively. 'Ibe troopa had to fight their n.r up 
a rocky and almost precipitous hill with littJe Ol' no available cover; 
under a burning sun and eiJlO&ed to a heavy fir& 'l'be heat. indeed waa 

t.errible, and the European troopa suffered a good deal, one man dying of 
heat-apoplexy. No water na procurable, and the gronnd wu too bad 
to allow ol mules being brought up. Tae t&IRIIlties during the adnDCe 

were: lwpo,r, !nd Punjab Infantry, killtd, ud Su~ ..Uhbar .Khan 
and t wpo,-.. !ad Punjab lnla.ntty, wounded. . 

Tht retirement began about 1()..31) .1...: and na 'carried out 
ill ~eMJ .. , tbe main body moviag off first down the eentle of the pua, 
fullowed ill tara by the Boyal Soot. luailien and the two companies of 
the !nd Punjab Infantry who lwl priginal17 adf~Mld on the 1\,aht. 
The t.oemy promptly- followed ap, and it YU now that JllOIIl of the 
cuualties CICltUJ1'ed. During all this time the anipera coneealecl among 
tbt er&gl OD the left Jwl maintained & piling ~ and thef BOY kept 
mona: d.JWD and harrusing oar nal'-guard. About half-n1 dcnm 
(Apt&ba Baird Smith and IJeutenUlt L. A. North, both ol the Boyal 
Scots Fuaili~ were 1tYml1wounded, the former in the ankle, and the. 
latter in the lltAlmadl, the bcille& by .. fortlmatAt thance l"'llming round 
oDd« t.be n"ba and~ out without baYing peodn.ted Yery deeply. 
~pt&ba. Beyt.t and &mfieLI, A.lLS.,. rada-ed prompt and 
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.efficit,nt aiu to the wounded ; the former with the aid of a sepoy carry in~ 
a wounded officer for some distance down the hill" under a heavy fire 
when the ground was too had for ilonlin to be used. The retirement 
was well and steadily carried out, but the troops on reaching the foot 
of the pass were almost completely exhausted, 16 men of the Royal 
Scots Fusiliers having been knot:ked over by the sun. ;However tongas 
had been 8ent out from Kohat for these ancl the wounded, and after a 
short re8t the remainder marched back to cantonments going well and 
strong. The total casualtie~ were : 1 priratP., Royal Scots Fu~ilit>rs, 

and 1 sepoy, 2nd Punjab Infantry, killecl; 2 Officers, Roy;tl Scots Fu~iliers, 
2 Wanant Officers, 2nd Punjab Infantry, and 8 sepoys wounded, of whom 
two afterward!! died. Several of the enemy were dressed in khaki and 
appeared to be old sepoys, both from the 8teadine~s and accuracy !)f 
their fire and from the lllltnner in which they at once distinguished 
the Officers. They were armed chiefly with Sniders. 

"While the action on the Ublan Pass was in progreH~ other hostilitie~ 
o£ less magnitude were occurring to the west, on the Samana Hange. 
On the evening of the 20th August, pressing news having been received 
at Kohat from bot!Hhe Km-ram Valley and the Samana post~, a tlying 

column started at 7 P.M. for Hangu, under the command of Colonel Hich· 
ardson and consisting of the 18lh Eengal Lancers, four guns No.2 Det·ajat 

• Mountain Battery, the 5th Punj1tb Iufantry and one srruaclron 3rd 
Punj1~b Cavalry. The. 26 miles were covered hy 5 A.M. the following 
moming, and the force encamped at Hangu facing the SaUJalllt Range. 
Rumours of the enemy's moveuients ancl intentions being moHt contlid
ing, a reconnaissance was made by the cavalry the following day to 

:.Marai, about 7 miles from H<;ngu, and at the eastem end of the Khanki 
Vall!!)' in rear of the Sa mana; but without encountering any hostile forcE>. 
The following days were spent in reconnaissances in various directionH, 
but nothing definite could he ascertained regarding the enemy'~ position. 
Various dates were given for intencled tribal attacks, Fri(lay Leing 
the most likely day of the week, as the one most favoured by 
the Prophet. The mullahs were said to have given out that all Sikh~ 
were to be 'wiped ont, hut special attenti•m was. to he }1aid to tl1e 5th 
Punjab Infantry, this regiment being apparently singled out _for tribal 
reYenge owing to their occupation of the Satllana for a year previ•~u~ly. 
On the 2:!ncl .August a convoy of ammunition to repleniHh Fort~ 

L:lllhart and GuliBtan W<\~ sent up to the Samana from Hangu 
un,ler Colunel Jameson, the escort consi~ting df the 5th Punjab 
Infantry and 2 gun~, anJ l~t:ing accompanied by C:ol•mel Itid1anhon 
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and lais flying column. No opposition was met with, although it was 

a8eertaiued aftennrds that a thousand of the enemy had been watching 
the force the whole way, but had thought it more prudent not to attack. 
For tlae next few days nothing happened of much interest except that 

the usual rumours of an intended attack on the camp were. more 

frequent than ever. 

On the rooming of the 27th August at 7 A.Y., the troops at Hangu 
were aroused by three loud reports coming from the border police posts 
uf Lakha just above Hangu on the Samana. ridge. As this was the pre

arran~ed signal of distress, a column was at once ord~red out, consisting 
of the 16th Sikhs and two guns, under Colonel Abbott. This column left 
at 9 A.M. and commenced the ascent up lhe graded road to Lakha.. The 

enemy neHr appeared in large numbers, but contented themselves with 
firing from behind every possible bit of co,·er, and managed to enfilade 
the ru<td so successfully tltat the infantry were forced to leave it when 

a Lout half-way up and make a dil·ect ascent up the khud. The gt·ound 

was nwst diti;cult and steep, but the regiment went straight ab~Jad, 
sweeping all opposition away and reaching the crest i~ a marvellously , 
short time everything considered. The eueruy melted away on the 
northern slopes of the Samana. and also away to the east whet•e they 
could find excellent cover. During this advancP, the 15th Sikhs lost one 
fvllowet· killed, one follower wounded and one sepoy wounded. Me~n

while a wing of the 5th Punjab Infantry had moved out from 

Hangu under Major F. P. L White in support, and on reaching the 
nest tlais wing managed mnst successfully to keep the enemy in check, 

while Col<md ALbvtt with the 15th ~nd his two guns moved further 
we~t to carry out the t:t.~k assigned to him, t·i:., to relie,·e Lakha and bring 
awa~· the garrison with their rifles and ammunition. This mo\'emeut 

was full owed up hy small partit's of the enemy incessant!,,-: they did not, 
laowt-rer, \·euture to anything like close quarters. Haviug t·elie\'ed the 
l.akha Po,t, l\,lonel Abbott halted, aftt!r firing a few shells at the 
enl'ru_,. Ji~J•et-siug dc:,wn the nurthem slope of the Saw.ana.. Then hear

iug tlaat tl1~! post of Saifaldara., still further to the west, was also hard 
l'""~"t'd, Col•md AuLutt pushed on as rapidly as possible, this movement 
lot'ing siruilarly COYt'l't"d lay the [>th Punjab Infantt·y. Whilst all this 

was l•t'ing done, the remaitHld" uf the 5th Punjab Infautt·y undet· Colonel 
Jame,;"n had mowd out from Hangu up t.:~ the foot of the hills, ready to 
l"to\·er Cul"nel Al•lx•tt"s rdire!Ueut. It was, howe,·er, {l)und impos~iiJle 

to ~i;.:nal ~uro'essfully so as to a:<.l't'l'tain Cul•md ALwtt'.,; intention, and 
e\t'Utuall~· this" iut;, "hid1 Wati a..:..:umpaui.::d Ly Culvnel Riehartbon and, 
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Staff, moved along the foot of the hills to the Saif<tldara road where it 
was thought Colonel Abbott would eventually descend. Great anxiety 
was for some time felt regarding his force, as heavy firing was continual· 
ly heard and nothing could be seen of the force. At 7 :r.M., however, the 
remaining wing was much relieved to see some gnus about half-way down 
the Saifaldara road from the SRnuma, and this proved to be Colonel 
Abbott's force retiring, covered by the first-mentioned wing of the oth 
Punjab Infantry. The remaining wing now halted, and moved straight 
up the spurs covering the zig-zag road, for some thousand feet. The. 
ascent was extremely difficult over huge volcanic jagged rocks with large 
crevices intervening, and the men were quite exhausted when they 

reached the last position to be held. M eanwhil~ it was getting quite 
dark, and the enemy grew bolder, yelling and firing as they rame 
along down the rocky spurs and even venturing on the road. One 
small body of some 50 in attempting a kind of charge met with a 
SfVere check, 11ix of them falling from a volley fired by the 5th Punjt~b 
Infantry. The retirement had, now to be finally made; for when the zig· 
zags had been pas.-;ed the road debouched into a small h\sin behind the 
low hills, and then passed through the llttter in a very narrow defile. 
When the last renntining companies reachecl thi~ place, the enemy were 
still further emboldene.d and hovered all round, shouting and firing con· 

tinuously. Still, forturately, they did not charge home as they might, 
and it was perhaps the darkness aloue. which prevented the regiment 
having a. very bad time. As it was, tl11ee men were lo~t, two of whom 
however turned up during the night, the other being cut up. It was a 

great relief to reach the open country 1Jeyond. After fotming up, the 

whole column moved off and reached the camp at Haugu, unmole~t~d, by 
11 :r.M. ; most of the troops having had no food and very little water 

for 14 hours. 

The following night the troops werP arou~ed by a tramp of fept in 
the distance and the familiar shouts of a gha:i rush. The men fell in 

quite quietly at their po~ts, and a few scattet·ed shrJts wer~ fired hy the 
enemy, but nothing more occurred. That same night the Royal Iri~h 
and the 9th Field Battery arri\"ed in camp from Kohat, which perhaps 

explained why the expected attack was not made. 

Tht-re was now a fa.irly strong ft)rce concentrated at Hangu, rearly 
to moYe anywhere at the shol't~t notice. At the sa.me time therP were 
persi~tent rumouN tl1at Hangu itself and the vicinity would shortly be 
atta~:ked, and this preYented Colonel Richard8'S flying colu_nm from mov. 

ing on to the Kun·J.m Vallt:y. A fut·ce wail helJ in readiueu to move out 
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and a~,;j,;t Guli~tan, hut the,\· helio'J that there was no urgency. On the 
ui;:l1t of tb~ iWth .Augu8t, just as the men were retiring fvt' the night, 

fairly IH:<aY)' and c0ntiuuous firing began from the o\·erlookiug hills, 
sevd·al hullds falling in and o.bout the camp, one grazing a sepoy's puggari 

and one falling near the field hog pita!. The troops fell in, as usual, per· 
fettly quietly and without the slightest ~onfusion, and refrained f1·om 
retuming a single shot, and the enemy at last left the camp in peace. 

Transport, field lw~pitals, and other accessories had now been mpidly 

cllming up, and the fvrce receh•ed a useful addition in the Bombay 

Sap1wrs and :Miners. 

M~anwhile news luul been recei'red that the border police post at 
Shiuawari had been attacked and burnt, and that the Orakzai, embolden· 
etll!y th~ir stH'(·ess, had attacked anti pillaged the adjacent villages of 
Kahi antl Nariah, hl(•ting the Hindu bunniahs. The following morning 
tlul Field Battery and the 18th Bengal Lancer$ moved out to Shinawa.l'i, 
lwpiug to o1t('~ the enemy returning to the hills with their spoil. No 
sign lwweYI2r was seen of them, and the little force retul'Ded to camp 

on the enning of the 30th .August much fatigued, ha¥ing co¥ered 40 
mile~. This l.llOYernent was carded out under ~olonel Mansel, 3rd 
Punjab C'Halry. That same e\•euing it was noticed that se¥er-almen 
wt>re lurking about on the near hills above the ~amp, whence the firing 
l1ad cvme, aud svrne few were seen to make for a ca,·e, evidently a. refuge 

w lu:'nt•e to safdy snipe into camp. .Accot·dingly OM of the 12-pounders 
was trained on to the ca1·e during d:\,rlight, and about 9 P. Y. a shrap· 

ud ~IJd! w:ts tired into it. .As ruay be easily imagined, no more snip
ing v.::cuncd, and fire ot· six bodies were being buried the following day. 

On the 31st .August General Yeatman-Biggs with his Staff rode 

iuto Ihngu ftvlU Kc•hat, l•ringiug in news of the arrh·al of his brigade 
l'i<lfely tl1n•ugh the K.uhat Pass. WileD about six mile,s from Haugu, the 

Ut:nt'la!'8 t.ag;;age was attacked by a small raiding party of the enemy. 

Tlu~ dri,·e~· was wvunded, and Major Bewio:ke-(\•t•ley's servant was hit 
tl11'ee tinH:s, withvut lwwerer being seriously hurt. The Major's bag
gage was li<l,lJ~d by l•ullt:ts. SouloJ of the bagg-age wa.s carried off, 
l•ut tbc t'~<:urt to a I.u·ge cvnvoy then ani ring, assisted Ly a s1.11all party 

Sl·Ht vut frvm li<tngu, managed to l'e(·orer everytlting and driYe off the 

t'lll:tuy. 

Tl.e ~Liliamjah t•f Kuch B·~har juint>d General Yeatman-Biggs at 
l!.lllg•• t•n the f'th SeJJ!t·tuber·. Hi:> Highness had Yolunteer~:d fur 
adi'e ~l'lli.:t: t•U f<>ul' }•l'e\'iuusl•cca .• ic•ll~, but this wall the nr:;t time he 
l,.~J bnn alh.>\h'd lv J•l•.~~:n·J tu tht> frvut. 



12-l ) 

CHAPTER 11'. 

THE RELIE.f OJ THE KcRJUll V .!LLET TOR'l'il. 

Tux night btfore the arrival of General Yeatman-Biggs, the I:Hh 
Sikh~ two mountain guns, two squadrons of the 18th Beng,ll L·mt'~rs 

and the J3.Jmooy Sappers and lfiners., the whole undt>J' Colonel Abbott, 
mon~J out from Hangu towards Thai, serious news ha'fing lx>en r~cei\"d 
that a gen~raland simultaneou.i atta..:k wa.s intended on Thai and Sa(ltla 

and various other points in the Kurram Valley, The column was 

fullowed at midday on the l:lt September by the 5th Punjab Infantry, 
two other mountain guns, and two other squadrons 18th Bengal L'lncers, 
the whole being aC'I.vmpaniecl by C.,lvn.:-1 Richardson, who had now Leeu 
appointed to the command of all the troops corupt•sing the Kurram 

relienng force as well as of the troops already in the Kur:rnm. This 
proved a mo.>t tiring march, f,,r the troops had been on half rations for 
ll.:OUle time. The h~t wa.s terrific, the sun Llazing down on the men's 
faces. The t:rnn$port rolumn, having been made up in a great hurry, 
consisted of carts, donk~n, bulk•ch, ekkas, besides the re.r,rt1lation can1els 
an1l mules. Doal:rl wa;; safd.'~" reached by the seC'ond half of the relieving 
column at about 11 P.ll., but the rear-g":ud did not arrive until 2 A.M., 

hal"ing been fired into. Two of the sni~rs were captured and brought 
into Thai, where they were incarcerated. T11e troops bi'fouacked at· 
Doat1o1 in.;;ide a thorn zareba. which a little while pre\"iously had been 

0\.'(:upiecl by the lst half of the column und~r Cvlonel Abbott. 

It was a.~('rtainN. that Captain Chesney of the 1 ~tb ~ngal Lancer~, 
who was with the lilt half of the column, after reconnoitring towardil 
Shilllnri had obtained a guide to show him a g•Ml camping ground 
at ~ba.. Thill guide m:lde a deliberate attempt to lt·ad tht> cavalry 
into> an ambush, f.:·r when nearing the large nullah which runs to the 
l'ot=:>t (•f .O.:.aba, it wa.s ~n to cc.ntain sotue I,.jlj) uf the eneruy, the 

~'TIJund ll.IOreo'~"er bting- un~uitaL!e fvr ca 'fairy wo1 k, aud the enemy being 
in great strength. Captain Che:>ney di~m0unted ~ ... me men and fired at the 
amlJu5o~:aJ~n~., retiring e,rraJu.Wy So} a.s to all.;,w the l:ith Sikhs to C<Jme uv. 
He managed thus to kill thr~~ 'or f,)ur of the enemy, who di:;appear!:d 
in &:1 directions on the appr<Ja(;h of the l~th Sikhs and the \.,att!:ry. 
The ~ eomp!t-tecl their 1\lut ,.-ith a few well·dire-ded shells, and the 

cvlumn ll.la.l'\:h.:J into }).~l:..a. TLe secvnd ni;;ht they were fired iut•l 
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I1Pavil:·. good aim being taken at the mess table where the Offi·~et·s were 
<lining and where a lamp was burning, Colonel Abbott haYing a nry 
narrow escape. Sotne companies were sent out, and a few volleys manag· 
ed to keep the camp free from sniping for the rest of the night. Just 
Ldvt·e the arriYal of the 2nd half of the column ('ulonel Abbott had left 
fur Thal, intending t<) push on to Sadda. in the Kurram Valley as soon as 
possiule. 

The camp of the 2nd half of the column was somewhat confused, 
and in the pitch darknes~ it was almost impossible to find otie's way about 
the zarelJa, amid tht! jumble of transpol't animals. The troops wel"e com· 
J•ldcly exhausted aftet• their 23 miles in the heat, and had scarcely energy 
left tu cook their f•)oU. At 6 A.:M.. the following moming, Colonel Richard· 
sun pu~hed on with the caralt·y in the tracks of Colonel Abbott, to Thai, 
follu\n>d b:· the 1ith Punjab Infantry and two guns under Colonel 
Jameson. This was ag~in a very trying march, and the troops had 
comparatir~!.v little rest to prepare them fur it. At 1 P.:Y: 1 however, 
Thai was safdy "reached, and the mat·ch of 36 miles completed in 36 
Lout'S: no great record in itself but fur the fact of the heat and want of 
food. The men, however, were rewarded here, fbr supplies were 
}Jl~:utiful, and they could rest till the following moming. The cavalry 
meanwhile had had a small engagement. Whilst carurJing neat· Thai, some 
of the 18LhBengal Lancers had gone into the villag~, and the last of them, 
who, b,l' the way, was a Sikh, was shot dead just as he entered. The 
alarm was quickly sounded, and the men, who were about to water their 
hul'8t:S1 mounted as they were, t•1rned out and pursued some 20 or 30 
anud men, who tied across the surrounding fields towards the hills, 

tiring as th~y went. Six wer·e killed and U taken pri:>onet·s, but unfor
tunately the man who ha1l shot the sowar escaped. His pr·opetty1 how. 
tnr·, was cunfist:ated and de:Stroyed, and tht! occu!'l'ence eridently had 
a guud gener-al t!lf~:ct on the pee• pie. Apparently that same night had 
Ul'eU fixed up..a fvr a big attack on Thai ft)rt., The tt·oops lined the 
l"iilllJiiltts all night, but the furce was eridentl.1· too iwposiu~ fvr the 
tn.:w~·, ami the fullowiug day the Kabul Kbd 1\aziris, who wert! breei
iug this trouble, haJ di~persed. The march to Sadda. wail resumed 
iu the sautc urJ~r on the 3rd Septemlier, Colonel Richardson pushing 
on with t!Je t:aralry in support of Colonel .Abbott, and the remainder 
fullvwiug a few hvut'S later. Ererything lvuktd wund~:xiully peaceful 
aud fd"til.: 1111 alvng the Kun-am Valley. 

C\·1~)11~1 Al .. lk.>tt's half l•f the column lllade Ali.zai on the murning of 

tl1e 3rJ ~t·t·ttllibtr, and Sadda at 3·31J r . .M. on the -lth, thus complt:ting a 
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wry fine marth uod~r exceptionally didkult ciiTUmgtanct-s, the rut-n 
l14?iug without tents. The :!nJ L:'lf of the coluwn halted at 1l<llhluri, 13 

ntill'lJ l~~:")"Ond Thal, marched the next &,~- to ~.\.liza~ 9 milt!s, aud 
n-acheJ S,d,b on the 5th September at abvut 2 P.~., in pdtiu_:; rain. 
The 3rd Gurkha:~ ,\fl'ived shvttly afterward:~, wL~reupo..•n the Kurram 
Yalle~- Bri:.;;\de under Colonel Ri.:hadson became c~llll.l>lde, c~>nsisting 

of the lSth Ikn;:;;Ll Lancers, Xo. 2 Derajat 1lountaio Battery (4 guns), 

one company Bombay Sapp.:rs and ~Iint:rs, the 15th Sikhil, and the 5th 
l'unjab Iuf.llltry. 

Xo doubt when Colonel Aboott with the ad'l'ance troop3 reacl1ed 
Sadd•L, after mardung 49 miles in -10 hout'l', a little di:s1ppointment \\·as 
fdt at fimling all quiet in~teaJ of a hardly-pre;;.sed garrison st'lling 

tht'ir li'l'es dead~·· But as a nli\tter of fact the aiTi'l'al of the tro .. ps was 

most opp••rtune and probably s.wed the situation in the nlley. A 
gatht'riog of some 3/~)J to 4,0t)) Orakzai was threah:nin_:; sa,J,Ja villa;;e 

Striou~ly, and the militia p•:.st at Bal~:~h Khd still lli(ol'e clvst'J,,-, an<l 

thei:· adqm.;e.gu;ud of [lt)i) lli~n h:1l a.:tu:illy C•:.mmitkd themsdves to 

an attack, the ro:ruaincl~r \Hi tin; t•J see ho>W thin;;~ WoJuld g•). Sv hanl 
did the enemy pr~L..;, that one mul!ah was kiltd at the n:·ry dJur vf tlte 
fort. The lli•Yilltont the tro(opil n .. ar~:J the }Jbc,-, however, the wh.Jle 

gath~:rin_:; mdt?J a.')f by m1,;k·, an·l ev<'rythin; was n·.JW petft't:tly 
_p.:a..:.:ful a;:1in. ~H Para.:hinlr, L~youd S:dJ:i, the garrisvn C•J'liJ no 
d ... ubt h.lve h~:lJ uut a;·1ino<t iwlllen'e .. u,._ S1<Lh, with it,; f!''ll-ri,..Jn tof 
5•) Sikhs, }(•) Kurralli militi:1, anl3·~) or -1'}) Turi~o W(>U!tl ill'•l h.11·e 

t..:.-n a Lard nut t•J ('l'<lc·k. Yet the po:·•iti•Jll was criti~al, e~t·.:c·ially in 

Yiew of the s.:-at\:it~· (of arnmunitic•n. '\\ c•l><' than all, the ~li_,:htt'i>t a<l
nnt;l;e gained l•y the trild wo:ou!J prvloal.Jl_r hare cluulJlt'<l tl11:ir num· 
loet'l', and r~n-t uf the UH\'t:l' Ken-ram mi;ht al~<J !Ja\"e r·i~ell, while the 
rest of tL~: nllt'~· W(oulJ La•e k.-n gi\'t'n over to) fire ana SW<Jl'J. The 
p..·litic·al etft"Ct (of s:11:h a re,·er>e wvu!J han k.::n se~·ious. All tl.i~ wa.'! 
saved by (\•lund .11l..ovtt's prvmt-·tnt-M- Op .. uinJ' a tdc:.:ram, a.-J it aftt:l'· 
"Warili tran:;p~d, from tb~ p,.liti,·al Oifi.:~r in th~ Kuu-.un Ya:l~~- toJ 

tb.: (\•Ill1lli.,;i.:·nt:r (whio.:h Wil.'! abo a . .Llr.:-~:;~,1 tv the O:!i,·t'r C"Iultnn·lin; 

the tr•:••l<il on the r-.oa.J), he !>ilW that trv••f•S w.::re ur,;e!Jtly rt:•j•tireol, and 

instead l•f waitic; fvr l·rJcr~ dc-krruinnl t•i aoh·an•:c at <1nc·e. (',;l•1nd 
Ri.:h:ir&.-n arri'l't-J in time t·) aa·f•II'C ... f til.: I·Lm. ~Io:.mwllile the 
ti>:•.J.>:\ cun•i•tin;; d t\11'0 guM .So. 211 • .-rJ;at 1Iuuutain Battery, tlte I~,th 

s:kh;; anJ hi!.:f c.f 'S·J. 4 C'l·rupau~· P..Jrul.,:~y SapJ.'t'N, ha.l k;un th.-il' 
trrin" nufl.'h t·) S1cll1.. The lte;H, a.i alr.:-aly Je,.:rilxJ, w3..'! int.-nse by 
ili,, ;hiie at ni;~t Leal·~· rain a·ll-:d t•) th.: dis~·_.a,f•Jft 11f tLc rutn. 

o~·ing tu i>o.: .. r..:ity vf llle!lc tr-.lli'~Jft ot.ly (lllc b!auht l*l' luall ~vuld 11: 
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taken, and owing to the hostility of the villagers, supplies could 

~>car~:ely Le olJlaincd. Once in the Kunam, however, the friendly Turis 
rcaclily lJrougllt out Slljlplies. 

It l1as be~:u said that the arrival of Colonel Richardson's flying 

culuwn alkred the situation in the Kurram Valley. That situation, so 

far as it had developed before the appearance of the relieving troops; 
may now he descrihed at a little greatet• length. On the 29th of August 

it wa:; reportetl that the Mu~sazai, Mamozai, and Ali~herzai, three power· 
ful ~;edi••Jlij of the Otakzai, had ri~;en and determined to attack Sadda in 
fut·te. The wire w;ts working as far as Thai, but news was received 
that an important telegram, which should have Leen taken on from · 
Tltal tu llan;;u hy sowar-s, had been brought Lack t{) Thal : the sowar 

carrying it, inxtead of fincling a relief at the first police post, had 
fuuud tl1e po~t quite deserted. The mail had brought news of fighting 
on the Samana, and it seemed as if the di~tu!'bances on the Sa!llana. 

wete ~<pn~atling to the countcy Letween Thal and Hangu .. .As a. 
I!Jattcr of fact i·aidcrs were out in Upper .Miranzai, and even Kur· 

ram villagers were turning against the gart·isons. Under the circum· 
tstar~t:es, it seemed as if the Kunam Yalley would Lt! left to look after 
ibdf. Tbe Sikh ganison of Sadda therefore was increased by 25 rifles, 
and :!00 Kunam tuilitia were despatched under Captain Maconchy, 
Di:>tl'id St<df Otlicer, to the village of Hassa'n Ali, 7 miles east 
of Sadda. His ot·clers were to endeavom· by making a show of 

~trength to potitpone the attack of the tribes as long as possible, and to 
lrdp tilt neigltuoul'ing village:; as far as possible, but not to engage any 
o\ci'Wlll:lmiu;; foh:e of the enemy ; in thtl event of the tribe:f atta-~:king 
in furce, a I'L'll eat was to Le made to the Kunuana. River, 6 miles from 
l'aradriuar, wlll:t·e troops would be ready to conr the retirement. For the 
a bun: I•urpuse a movaLle column was o!'ganised, consi~ting of 20 sabres 
3rd l'unjah CaY airy, two guns Xo. ~ Derajat ~ountain Battery, 100 rilles 
30th Siklts atHl3vU t·itles 1-:ith tiu!'kha l{itles, the whole under the com· 

llHild of ~lajut' r ausittalt, the Otliccr COllilJ.Iallding the Kunaru garrison. 
A~ little tmu~jMt as pos~iulll accuwpanied the column, ptactically 
nutlaiug uut l'~:so:nll anauunition and one day's cooked rations were 

l'arl'i~:d on wulcs. On tlae 31st August l'a1•taiu Maconchy reported 

tloat tl~~:·tll had Lccn sligltt firing during thll night in the direction of 
l:.uhuua, a !llu.,.;;l7 . .ai village atouut 3 ruiled frolli Sadcla; and that although 
tlae !.latuvt.ai aud Ali>lrt'tzai ltad gone otl to tln! t:>awana, they had 
h·ft ~V<J (•I' "''.~J !llu,sal•li tlat tatcniug SaJda. A latc:r l't'!Jol't irupt'o\·ed 
Ul•toU tl.i~ t.y rotatwg tlaat :!,lW triue~Jucn were c.:vllc~.:tcd 5 wiles frvm 
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s~uhla. Still grarer news was receiHd in the e\·ening, when the 
Politil'al Offic~t· rec~i1·e·l a telegram saying that the admnce of rein
forcements had been postponed for the present. This, however, was 

capped at 10 P. ll. by information arriring that 3,000 Afridis and 
Orakzai had now collected at Badama; that they had bro•1ght their 
women-folk and ration,;, and that they intended to make a oomt•ine(l 
atta~.:k un Sad\la l•n the night of the 3nl Sevtember. The wire wa:~ still 
working a.; far a:; Thai, anJ a mes~age a~kin;; fut' trovjJ:~ wa:; sent otf.in 

the mid,IIe of the night. .Almost immediatdy afterward:; the line was 
broken up in three sepat·ate places, and damaged to such an extent that 

no attempt was made fot· the time being to repair it. On the morning of 
the M Septembt>r the Intelligence Officer he:.ml that the Afridis arul 
Orakzai had b~en waiting fot' contingents to arri,·e hom the Chamkannis 

and Ali~herzai, amongst whom mullahs had been sent to stir up a feeling 
of fanaticism allll hostility against the Go¥ernment. l:lnt the~e two 
sectivns were clisinclined to join the tlibal gathering, so the .Afridid 

had voted to attack without them. This they did the same night. 
About 2,000 men marched straight fur Sad(la, halting in tl1e jungle 

about a mile off. • The remain,Jer proceded to attack Bali"h Khel, an 
isolated militia po~t, about 3 milt::s from Baud;\, which wa.~ built ~o as to 

enable raider~ to be ~ut off, when returning to the hills. The Afridis 
apparently did not relish the j,}~a of leaving this small pnst in their 

rear, and so ,lt·terruined to take it fir•t, and then, uniting their forces, to 
attack 8;\dda. The firing b~gan in broad daylight, and increased 
as twilight deepened into darkne~s, when a continuous fusillade was 
kept up on erery side till midnight. The Balisl1 Khel Post consist~ ,,f 
a small to wet· with a courtyard on the south side, in whid1 are the huts 

inhabited by the ganison, whid1 amounted at the time of att:u:k to ;!t) 

men of the Kunam militia, under a harildar. ~o doubt the .Afri(lis 

expected to ruake short wotk of this ruere handful of men. But the fire 
kept up from tl.e t·ampat'ts w~ so serere that for a long time none (1f the 
attm:k~!rs dared ,·enture near the wallo~. .About midnight amruunitiou 
began to run sh<Jlt; the Afridis crept up to the courtyard gate, and began 
to hew it to pieces with axes. Tlti;~ they soon succedd in doing, but 

the fire frum the tow~t· still kept them, almost literal!_,., at arm's J .. ngtll. 
They h·itJ, but failtd to set the huts on fire. ~Iatters were getting 
s~ri•JUS fur tl1e little g;uTi~·m; and they made signals of distreS!l l1~· tiH·•JW
ing up bumllt:::i uf burning gra.'!S froru the top uf the tower. The en~my 
were now closing in, wlu~n htlp at }a;t aJTived from two direetio11~. 

Fifty m~n ~~Lllik Khd') ~~onin~·i from ~ad·.la, and charged rir;ht up tQ 
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tl1~ fort wall~, losing two of their number in doing so. The Afridis 
Ul'I'W off, r.~aving two bodies in the gateway of the courtyard. Fifty 
Kurram militia abu arrited from Hastian Ali, but they were just too late 

to get into touch with the enemy. Only one of our men in the fort was 

wounded. How many of the attackers were killed, it is impossible to 
lia_r, hut the Koran and standard of the mullah who led the attack were 
founcl on the ground in the morning, and blood stains were found here 
anti there. The darkness o£ the night, however, and the good cover 
alforded by nullahs were a great advantage in favour of the attacking 

J•arty. Tl.e Afridi havild1tr in command of Balish Khel l1ad been 

call••d to by name, and asked to surrender; but he remained faith· 
ful to his salt, and replied to the~e overtures by volleys of Snider 
lndll'ts. B<lth he and hiR rurn fought as well as men could, and the 
party of \·illagers from Sadda. (only 50 Rtrong) showed great pluck in 
guing out to help thl' pl'l~t, knowing as thl'y did that the Afridis were 
11ttacking in. for·ce. It was lucky for them that thl'y did not stumble in 
the ruukness on the 2,000 men who were only waiting for the post to 
f,\11 to advance and make an attack on Sadda. The 2nd September 
pa~~ed awcty quietly, so far as the tribes were concern!d, except that some 
sowars were fired at close to Parachinar, when returning from patrol, 
ahout 11 P.M. But a passenger ill the mail ekka. brought in the pleasantly 
astonishing in£,1rnntiou th?.t troops were on the ttad between Thal and 
Sa,ld<t, and that they would probably reach the latter plaee by the even
ing of the 3rd September. No official intimation of any move of troops 
had been receh•ed since the telegram came stating that the advance 
had been postponed ; but next morning Mr. Hastings and Major 
Yansittart, who had pt·oceeded to Sadda, got a letter saying th,\t troops 
WtJuld arrive at Sadda by 6 P.M. The arrival of reinforcements was of 
com'Se a still greater surprise to the Afridis than to tne garrison ; and 
iu~tead of attempting a further attack the tribal gathering bt·oke up. 

The r·uad into Sa.dJa., on the 3rd and 4th September, presented a 
mo~t extraurdim1ry sight. On the 3rd, bcfure tht! news of the advance 
uf reinfurcerueu~ bad been cuntirmt'd by letter, b<tnds upon bauds of 
fricthlly Tul'is, hurs~ and fuot, could be se<>n making their way from 

r !'Pet' Kurratu to SaJ,h and other puints likely to be attacked in Lower 
Kun;uu. The oi,; att:11:k was expect"d on the uight of the 3t·d Septern

od' j all t!.l'~C lllell Were guing d•JWn to help to beat off the COtlllllOn ene• 
w.' ; tlu:y all t;bdly l'e:<puudcd to tlle call of tLe Political Offit:er, and 
c\l'l} It;~.~;~ ,dtt a t:uutiu_,;t'nt, ju:;t a~ they wuuld haY!! dune in the old 
lLI.IS lJ<:fvtc "~" t'"'k un:r tbe s:tfc cu:>tody l•f tlte ¥alley. Many au vld 
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raider's heart must have beat quicker as he thought of the past, when 
he had ridden fol'th in just the same way on some for~ty far across tho 
border. Breechloaders wert' very scarce, but two-thirds of the men had 
jmil~, and all of them had the long Pathan knife stuck through their 
kummet·bund8, while here and there was a revolver or pistol, the latter 
generally of native workmanship. To look at their inerry fac~s, one 

would have imaginei they were off to some wedding or other tauuuha 

and not going to fight against odds for hearth and home. The 
Turi cavah·y especially took things with evident lightness of heart. 
Here and there a grass chupli would be stuck up in the middle of the 
road, and the next minute it was to be seen at the end of a lance high 
in the air. The way they galloped along the hard high road was 
wonderful to see. The following day they were to be seen returning 
to their homes : the arrival of reinforcements in the very nick of time 
had maae their presence no longer necessary in Lower Kurram. The 
'!'uris, the reader may be reminded, are Shiah Mahomedans; whilst 
their tl'ib~~l neighbours are'almo~t without exception Sunnis, hence the 
divi~ion 1md inveterate animosity between the two. 

But hostilities1were not yet at an end in 'the Kurram Valley, despite 

the arrival at Sadda of Colonel Richardson's flying column; indeed the 
very pt·e>~nce of so la\~e a force in rear seemed to incite the now .out
flanked Or<lkzai tribes in the neighbourhood to renewed aggression. On 
the IGth September at 10-30 P.M., the Sadda camp was attacked from the 
direction of the Karmana defile. Tile advanced picket of the 5th Pun
jab Infantry was driven in by a sudden ru~h of the enemy, assisted by 
villagers living three miles east of Sadda. The retirement was admir
ably covered by the steady company volleys of the 5th Gurkhas, 
under Lieutenants Kitchen and Browne, and the section volleys of the 
5th Punjab Infantry. The portion of the camp attacked was the east 
face, held partly by the wing of the 5th Gurkhas, under Major Vansit

tart, which had just arrived after a trying march from Parachinar, with 
two mountain guns, and partly by a wing of the 5th Punjab Infantry. 
The plan of the attack had evidently been carefully thought out, the 
force held by the Gurkhas being kept engaged Ly several hundred of 
the enemy, whilst the main attack was made on the snnth-ea~t cnrner 
held by the 5th Punjab Infantt·y. llde the ground, especially that 
formedy held by the 5th P'unjab Infautry pil:ket, lent itself admir· 
ably to the tactics substquently advpted by the enemy, who, finding 
the garrison on the al~l't, a1andoned the idea of rushing the camp, 
auJ l:><.:ttl~d dvwu to a wu~kttry attack, pouring a ~t~:aJy atJJ fairly 
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well directed fire into the camp for about 21 houri!, except for breaks 
!!C fire mill11tes. The defence of the east face was valuably strengthened 
],y a company of the 15th Sikhs, sent up by Colonel Abbott with admir· 
able for·ethought. All the troops actively engaged were in position in 
the shortest possible time, and the first two steady and precise volleys 
of tht> g<tllant Gurkhas disabused the enemy's mind as to the possibility 
of effecting an entrance in that quarter, although their maintaining a 
position on bt·oken ground 500 yards from the Gurkhas, coupled with 
tl1e uncel'tain light, wl1ich concealed their numbers, prevented a counter· 
attack. Two companies of the 5th Punjab Infantry under Lieutenant 
A. G. Ames, and one corupany of the 15th Sikhs, the .whole under 
Culouel J :\llleson's immediate command, consequently bore the tuain 
brunt of the enemy's attack. Colonel Richardson, commanding the 
flying colu111n, and his Staff Officer, Captain Kennedy, were quickly 
on the spot, arranging fur a reinforcement, and were assisted by 
Capt<tin Eardley-Wilmot, and Lieutenants Rickets and Norman, of the 
18th Dengal Laticer.s. The discipline of all ranks was excellent, and 
although the casualtieg amongst the horses and transport were heavy, 
the order that prevailed throughout the attack of•three hours spoke 
highly fut' th~ arrangements of the column and for the quiet energy of 
all thll Bl'iti~h and Native Officers when exposed to a fire to which there 
was no opportunity of response. 1he enemy v.b estimated at :!,000 
titruug ; tbcit• casualties wet·e unknown, but from a. visit to Badhura 

village it was apparent that large numbers were wounded, the dead 
having already been buried. Onr total casualties were: 1 man killed, 
5 wuunJccl, and 5 followers wounded ; 2 horses killed and 9 wounded; 3 
mub killed and 2 wounded ; 2 camels killed and 5 wounded. 

A week later the Chamkanni tribe, of about 1,700 fighting men, in 
north K unam, joined the ranks of the enemy; a fact of no great import
alll:e eXet:'pt so far as it illustrated the unusual extent to which excite· 
llleut un thll bvr\ler had now spread, for according to Bellew's Rncea of 

Afvlumistan the Chamkannis are "a quiet, inoffensive and industl"ious 
pe11ple, and distinguished by the non-exi8tence among them of feudal 
lights and highway rouberies,11 
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CHAPTER V. 

TRIBAL ATTACK ON OUR SAMANA FORTS-SARAGIIERI AND GULiilTAS. 

Os September 10th, information reached General Yeatnmn-Biggs on 
the Samana that a combined Orakza.i and Afridi lashkar had begun 
to move down the Khanki Valley. A reconna.is8ance continued the 
news, as several thousand men were seen marching eastwards. It v. as 
surmised that Shahu Khel was their first objective, and that the large 
village of Ibrahimzai on the Kohat-Ilangu road might also be threat

ened. Shahu Khel is only three miles north of lbrahimzai, which 

again is five miles east of Hangu. General Yeatman-Biggs accordingly 
set his column in motion, and marched along the Samana. riuge to
wards Lakha and Shahu Khel in order to intercept the enemy and cover 
Ibrahimzai. The column CO!J.Sisted of a dt!tachment of the Royal Irish 
Regiment, the 1st Battalions of the 2nd and 3rd Gurkhas and the 2nd 
Punjab Infantry. 'The enemy, who came in touch with the rear of the 
column at dusk, numbered from 3,000 to 4,000, all Sheikhan, Mishti and 
Mala Khel clan('! of t~e Ora.kzai, carrying 11 stand;mls. They attacked 
the rear-guard, copsi~ting of a half battalion of the ~rd Gmkha~ and 
five companies of the 2nd Gurkhas, about 4 miles from the bivouac 
by Gogra. Hill. The rear-guard kept the encruy in check by Mteady 
volleys, in spite of ru:;hes made up to 20 yards from the muzzles, and 
e&orted all the mule transport in safety. The MTWIIns left the camels 
and bolted, with one exception, and the caiuels threw off their loadl! and 
wandered olf the road, several being hit by bullets. Two companies of 
the 2nd Punjab Infantry, under Lieutenant Ebmie, accompanied by 
Captain ScuJ.amore, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General, went out 
auJ covered the retirement of the Gurkhas very smartly. Of the enemy 
Yar :Jiuh<J.IlleJ, a leading Chief of the ~la·ikhan, five lesser chief:~ vf the 
~hla. K11el, and 23 oth.:r·:; were killed, aml a very large nulJILer of 
wuund~J. were ca.nied off. Our ca~ualties were 4 llleil killcJ aud !.! 

wuunJ.eJ. Captain J. G. Rubinson, :!uu Uurkb;Ls, wa~ ~ligttly wuuuJeJ. 
Th~ buJid of vur kilkJ wtn: r~::•;overed the n~::xt luvt·lliug Ly <.:vlvnd 

Ll\nen~:e·~ culunm. 

H<l\·iuJ chechJ the eneuiy',; advaw;e, General YcatuJau-Big;,(~ wa:~ 
obliged, owiug tv the waut of water, to return tv llangu, wlu::r~ )Ji:; 
cvluwn hillteJ vn the Uth and 13th .SeiJtetulJcr, n:ady to UJuv~ out again 
in any Jin.'dic•U ~h•JulJ tbt' t'llcllly reappear. 
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A~ f"r the Chakl;li, finding thry were blocked on the ea.~t of the 
l'allla!la they turucd th~ir attention to the small posts on the range 
it~elf, a laHMiar uwving up from KLurappa. so as to pla.ce itself between 

Forts Lock!Jart and Guli6tan.* 

After repeated assaults, the tribesmen succeeded in capturing on 
the 12th September, under circumstances that will long be remembered, 
the sm<tll post of Saragheri on the roa.d between the two forts. The 
garrison, which consisted of only 21 men of the 3Gth Sikhs, made a 
gallant defence, holding out from 9 o'clock in the moming till 4-30 
in the afternoon agaiu~t odds which from the first were clearly O\'et'

whdming. Two detenuiut:d assault& were Lrilliantly repubed, but at 
the third rush the enellly succeeded in Lrcaking down tl1e door, and 
wLeu the plucky Sikhs lllanniug the walls ru~la•d down from their posts 
to defend the doorway the swarmiug trihesllleu scaled the walls aud all 
was over. But not a sepoy even then thought of surrendering while 
life remained, and eventually the whole of the gallant defenders fell 
Yictims to~thcil' herui~m. One stout-hearted soldier in the guardroom 
killed twenty of the enemy without hurt to him;.;elf, and lust his life , 
by refusing to Ludge when the .Afridis, unaule to get at hin:, finally set 
the room on fire. The signaller, as brave a.s the l'est, coolly kept up 

cummuuication with Fort Lockhart up till the Vjry last moment. The 
entire garrison in fact Lehaved with splended courage, and there is 
perhaps no more touching instance of inflexible deYotiun to duty than 
this iu the whole narrative of frontier fighting. The details of the 
fight will nen~r be known, for not a. soldier came out of SaragLeri alive, 
but if the stury could Le told it would beyond doubt be one of the 
must thrilling .that Sikh valour Las ever furni~hed. The facts related 
'h~h~ came mainly frum the enemy, and way not be absolutely correct, 
Lut at all enuts no mure reliaLle a,(;cuuut of the fall of Saraghtlri will 
erd Lc ub~.;lilli1llle. 

A fund was sull~equently opened by the Pioneer with the object of 
Ldtdittiug the widows and families of the 21 fallen Sikhs and of 
etectiu;; some suitallle monument in the Punjab to perpetuate the 
1uetuo1y of the ddetll:e of Sa.tagheri. Btfun: the end of the year O\'~r 
l:,du,VUI) had U<:cll suLsaihcd. 

lt ltas L<:cll mcutioud th<lt the signaller at Saraghcri kept up 
cowmuuicativu with Fvtt Lockhart while the .lfridi:> were tiwrmiug the 
wall~ Ou tlu: r<:c<:i!Jt uf thi: ntws of the attack, the ganiwn at Fort 
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Lockhart attempted a diversion by sending ont 100 rifle~, but this 
little furce was threatened on it~ right flank and forced to fall back. 

The capture of Saraghet·i and the slaughter of its brave little garri
son served to direct attention some t'ime later to the system under which 
small po~ts are held along the frontier. "Some of them," wrote the 

l'io•,eer in an indignant artiele, "are cer·tain death-traps in case of attack 
by larg-e bodies of tribesmen, and in the interests of those who have 
to defend them something should be dune to give the ganisons some 
chance of holding out until help can reach them. In more than one in
stance we read of wooden-doors having been forced open : is there any 

good reason why those doors should not be so placed as to be out of the 
rt>ach of any one who has not a scaling !added C.~nnot thick sheet-iron 

be substituted for wood 1 All along the borderland and in Afghani~tan 
are towers which might well be taken as patterns for our very small posts. 
The lower portions of these are of rocks and stones; the door is 10 or 15 
feet above the ground ; and access to the tower is gained by a ladder 

which is pushed up when there is an alarm of an enemy approaching. 
At Saragheri, and at Sadda also, the doors seem to have been flush with 
the ground, and the \ribesmen could thus get at them with pickaxes, and, 
in the case of Saragheri, force an entrance. The fact seems to be that our 
smaller post~ are built for occupation by levies, and the men ordinarily • occupying them can generally arrange to make terms with their aHsailants 
and so escape with their lives. But when war breaks out and there is a 
gr~at rush of hostile bodies across our fr•,ntier, some of the poHt~ have to 
be taken over by regular troops and held at all costs. They are hastily 
provisioned, a sc:\nty supply of water is given to the garri8on, and only 
in the matter of abundant ammunition are our sepoys made happy. 
They cheerfully face the danger into whieh they are thus thrust anu 

they die fighting to the last. Then! must be something very wrong in a 
system which thus nHt.ke~ the fate of a small party of soldiers a foregonE' 
conclusion. We ue tolu that it was essential to hold Saragheri in ol'der 
to 1uaintain communication by signalling between Forts Lockhart auu 
Gulistan. If that were so the little post should have been originally 
maJe so strong that it could hold out for at lea,.,t three or four day11." 

The opinion may also be quoted here of an Officer who in~pected 
what wa~ left of Saragl~tlri after it had been re-captured by our troopt~. • 
lie declared that the post was situ'\ted in a hopeless place and that an 
attaeking force could get up all round, under cover, quite close to the 

Wlll~ To have defended it successfully 100 men at least would have 

• The rt!-()apture of Saragheri ba.s yet to be rtlated, 
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been required, and the door should haYe been bullet-proof. The 21 
Sikh~ ltatl no chance of holding their own. The discovery Wall also made 
tltat the bastions of all the fvrt<J on the Samana haYe a "dead corner," 

s•l that if a few men can manage to creep up undiscovered they can dig 
a way at the walls in perfect safety from rifle fire. This was what 
actually happened at Saragheri. 

On the 12th of September, at the time that Saragheri was attacked, 
fol't Guli~tan was <:losdy in\'ested by a large Orakzai [,a/,l.ar. On the fall 
of 8aragheri, at about 4 P.Y.1 the investment of Gulis tan became a regular 
attal:k, the enemy tl1er·e being joined by a considerable part of the force 

which !tad been at Sar-agheri. During the night of the 12th-13th, the 
enetn~·, who were in. great force h~hind Picket Hill, about 3jQ yards from 
the we~tem end of the hornwork, pu~hed their ad,·anced parties close 

up to the horn work, eRpeciaiiJ' on the west and north. On the mvrning 
c•i the 13th Sl'ptewber, the situation was decidedly serious; in addition 

to the force attacking Fort Gulis tan all communication was cut off by 
la1hb1'1 of the enemy holding Saragheri heights, the Gogra heights and 
the s~mana Suk. The wost advanced post of the )nemy, with sevei-al 
8tanJards, was within 20 yards of the south-west cor·ner of the horn work, 
unJ~r cover of banks improved by sangar1 erected during the dark night. 
The enem,1', elated by their success at Samgheri, W')re very bold, and it was 
feat·cd that tlH·y might, as they had done at Saragheri, breach the fort 
wall at the dead angle of a bastion. Under these circumstances Major 

Dt's Y u:•ux approved of the suggestion of Colour-Havildar Kala Singh, 
3\ith Sikhs, who volunteered to take his section and attempt to drive 

the enemy out of their adranced post. The responsibility wa.s very 
gr,at : on the vne hand, ~hould the sortie be sut('essful, the moral eff~ct 
wnuhl he Vt>ry great, both in dispil·i~ing the enemy and in raising the 
8['il'itll c,f the ganison; on the other hand failure would mean something 
wry nt·<trl.'· akin to dis:tster; and in any case it Wall certain that the 

~mall g-:m·ison, ot·i:;inally nmuhering 16G of all ranks, but already much 
te·.h·,.,) b,l' ea~ualtits, would sutf~t· still greater losses at a time wbtn 

a eillgle lllan could ill be spared. 

IIa\'ildar Kala Singlt's section numkred only 16 men in addition to 
tl~t·it· ).."<~llant leatl,·r, hut they were men in1leed. The enemy at the 
ituull•tliate l'"int to l•e attat:ked numlJered at lca~t :!00. The little 1·arty, 
"itl1 htyuttds flxt·•l, n~pt out tof the south-ea.~t j,'lltl'way and alvng the 
suuth wall ,,f the Loruwc•tk; tlu:n when within 20 yarJ~ ot· so 
vf tla• tlaiHY Ill:!<.!<' a ru,h. Tltt-y wtt·e t11d with such a fire 
tLal t!~<y l'vulJ l!"l e:d U)J tv tlu: ~ucwy; 1ut tLuugh badly l't:du~:cd 
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thq bad no thought of retreat, bnt lay down at 11. di~tance of only 
six paceil from the enemy's san.Qtlr and returned the fire. At this 
juncture Culour-IIa,·ildar Sunder Singh and 12 men po!:!ted in the horn
work at the nearest point to tht!' Ban.'tar, without waiting for ordl:lrs 
and of tht>ir own initiative, scrambled over the wall and joined Kala 
Sin;ih':~ SeC'tion i and the comuint>d party then charged the enemy, 

killed and wounded a great number, drove the remainder out and cap
tured three of their standards, which they brought back to· the fort 
amidst ringing cheers from their comradt>s. It was then discovered that 
two woundd men ltad been left behind. Three sepoys, two of whom 
had taken part in the sortie, at once of their own initiative again got over 
the wall ami brought the two wounded men in. 

During the sortie a hot fire was kept up from every effective rifle in 

the fort and horn work, and thanks partly to this the casualties were 
nc.t gre,lter, though 12 of the first party and four of the second were 
wounded and se\'eral afterward:J died. 

The effect of the sortie '!as great, the garrison were in the highest 
spirits, whilst, it is said, the three sections of the i\Iamumi rt>presented 

by the three stan~brLls captured, returned to their homes, and Fort 
Gulistan saw them no more.• 

IIavildar Kala Si~t,;(h was so seriously wounded th~t be died shortly 
afterward:J. The so-called hornwork at Fo1t Gulistan, is an enclosure 
about 80 yards long by 30 broad, bavin~ the fort on one side and being 
BU!Tounded by a wall of loose stont·l!-a mere aangar-on the other 
three shle~. This wall had been temporarily improved in places by 
lugs of firewood, and atta bags and kerosine tins filled with earth and 
stones, to give a little head cover to the defenders. 

Major D~:s V teux now got through a letter for help to Fort 
Lockhart on the pretence of asking leave to sunender, the Afridis 

h<wing orfcr~d to sp~re the livegof British Officers if all the forts were 
ginn up. By ev~:ning the enemy closed all round, and kept up a 
heavy fi1·e. Th~:re were several casualties among the Ofliccrs and 
men, who had now loe~::n at their lJusli! for 30 hours continuou:>ly. The 
ent!my kept up the fire all night a:;ain, but at 7 P.lf. the garrison ~aw a 
fidJ batkry in th~ ~IiranZ<Li Yallq tiring on the enewy, and wert much 
encuumg~l .All th~:: next <.by and right tlu·uu;;h the nigl1t-the third 

night uf tht! atta~k-the fatigu~J ga.nil!IJn we~c furc~::J t~ Mtand tu thtl 

ddeuce, but at 8 o'duc.:k on the wui'Uing uf the l;Jth S~:}JtemLcr they 
a,;ain ht:a.rd tiriu~ in the Ji:Jtance, indicating the approach of hdp froru 

• Till here the story ,,f th< ,.;~• vi Gu[i,tan h J.(ivtn in the tx..ct wonk of 
li•Ul(Ut<•u • ullic~.>l rej.IVrt.. 



{ 13i 

nanl!n, and fdt cheered, though the enemy now closro in more timely 
tJ,an ew:r. At noon the tribal force then oceup~·ing the captured Sara
glatl'i post was shelled out by Generall"catman-Biggs's relienng force and 
soon afterwards Guli~tan itself 'ITaa rescued and the enemy completely 
drin-n oft The strength of the Gulistan garri...;;on was as follows :-llijor 
C. H. Des Y ~ux, C.ummanding; Lieutenant It R. E. Pratt, Surgeon
Captain C. B. Pratt, and J6j rill~, 3Gth Sikhs; besides Mrs. Des Y reu.t, 
four children and two nutses. The Major had conducted the defence 
with untiring courage and cheerfulness, and was '~Tell backed up by Lieu• 
tenant Pratt. The Medical Officer, a.."'5isted by ~Iiss .McGrath (:.\Irs. Des 
Y u:ux's nur;:e) attended and nursed the wnunded und~r continuous heary 
fire: !!!iss Teresa ~IcGrath's heroism was S{X>ken of by :llajor Des Y reux 
in the warme>t t.:~·mii. The totallo.a was : 2 killed, 8 dangerou~ly wound· 

('J, 8 11-eriou>ly and 2! ~li;;htly wouud.:d, of whom j did not l't'port them· 
St-Ires wounded till the f(•rt was relie\ed. There ii! no doubt tltat tlW fort, 

as well as the small posts of San gar and Dhar, would have f&llen but for 
the timdy arri,~al of the relie,·ing column. The following is an extrad 
from a private letter, dated lSth.September, l'l'<:eived in Australia, from 
Maj •• r Des Y <eux., and published in the Qu.ttn~landu 1-" :Yy men here 
fvu;;J,t like tigers, but we lost hearuy--l! out of 1G6, killed, wounded, 
and tui,;;,ing. Things were very serious indeed, b~t my men pulled me 

tJ,r,•tl;;h.. The enemy were all round, within twenty yards, nll und~r 
cowr, and fit·ing like mad. I order~-.J a sortie at 8 .A.ll. on the 13th, a.s 

the ~nemy wtre getting too dose, and it was carrie,! out with the moo' 
F!•lt·ndid gallantry, and we captured thr~ standard;;. Tere;;a. (1fu.s 
!lt{;ratl,) surpas~ed herself attending tu the sick and wound.:d. Her 
ll:\DH~ ha.~ guue {,lJTard fvr reward, and I hope 8he will get it. She will 
ct•rtait,J~- g"t the'medal, and pr(•ltalJly an orJer. I hafe reconur.ended 
tl.it t~· vf m~· men f(•r the Ord<"r of ::lldit (The Indian \ictoria (l'IJS.';~ 

• • • A f:c~t•d many of my v..:•r W(l\llldN are dt?ad or dying j the re;;t 
).ave t~n knt tll FMt r .. :..:khart. l had lO,(·:~J tril't-smen all round me 
f,.r tl,r~~ th:·;:., and we L~lJ out; they c.:.uld hafe taken the fort easily 
if tL~;· Lad l,aJ the rl11c·k. We kill~J and wound~J ;?I)) (I{ the enemy.• 
It aft~rwatJ:> tt-alli'}•it·t-d tk\t :Yrs. Des Yu:ux, who gafe Lirth to a 
d;tn.;Ltrt· Juring the £,;latin.;, L..1d d·.tne nvLle s.:rrice previvllily in 
&tt.:ll.liug t·) tLe "·vunJ~d. 

\\".: l..m:• n,.w t<l rd~lte h<•W it came ab.jut that G.:ni:ral Yeatman· 
1::~::-'~ t~1;,.,ira; cvlu1un anin•.f C•n tho? s.:·~ne at such an Of•}X•rtune 
,.,. tu• !.t. l t i" Lec<''"tl,\. t•) ;,p t~kk t<J the E•th S.:I•ttliJllt'r, ,,;hen G .. ne• 
a-..1 \\ •• tlli<tll-l:i;;,;s, L.-ariu.; t•f tl.e aJran.::e vf tl,e Orakz.ai and MriJi 
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lasl.kar, l~:ld mnrche(l his column along tl1e Samnnn ridge and after some 
rear-guard fighting had driven tl1e enrmy back up the Khanki Valley. 
It will be rPmE.>rubered that the absence of watet• on the Samantl. l1all 
compelled the General to hurry back with all ~peed to Hangn, and 
it was while he was making thiil return march that we left hi111, in 
order to follow the further movements of the enemy. From this 
point the Special Correspondent of the Pioneer at lbngu may be allowed 
to take up the narrative :-

".At 3-30 P.M. {he wrote) just as we had started on our return to 
Ha.nga, we received news by helio that the g1·eater part of the la~h/,,r 
we had been hunting had doubled on its tracks, and was at that 
moment investing the postil we had left the day before ; Saragheri antl 
Gulistan being hard pressed. There was not a drop of water to driuk 
nearer than Hangu, atld to fight our· way back in the dark without it wa~, 
in view of the condition of men and animals, a physical impossibility. 
Very reluctantly the General, not daring to leave Hangu unprotected, 
followed the convoy, and we toiled painfully down the path, much 
harassed by the tribesmen, and at 6-30 P.M. arrived in camp deatl Leat. 
.A 11 next day we ;ested as well as we could, after receiving the news of 
the fall of S:tragheri, which reached us that evening, haunted by the fear 
that we should be tQO late to relieve Gulistan, which, be it remem
bt'red, contained English women and children. As a diversion, fi\'e 
squadrons and four field guns were sent off under Major Middleton, 
3rd Bengal Cavalry, to get as near as J•·1SBible under GuliHtan and do 
what they could. As it turned out, this was a. good deal, fur though 
theit· lil·e at that mnge coultl not be ve1·y eff~ctive, their appearance not 
only greatly cheered the beleagured ganison, but m,blctl the enemy 
by sugg~::sting to them that our advance would be made by DvalJa. This 
tlu~y showed by breaking up the road$ and planting sangar~ again~t us. 

".U midnight the relieving force started from Hangu, carryin-g only 
grt>at coat:;~, waterproof sheets, blankets and one day's provi:~ions, with 
eYery pakhal we could muster. The whole force was concentrated at 
L'lkha by 4-30 A.M., and at daybreak we advanced to Gogra Hill. As we 
anticipated, the enemy, though taken by surprise, soon took po~ses:;ion 
of an id~:al position on the hill with advanced po:>ts at T.salai, with 11 
standard'! and about 4,000 men. They opened a hot and fair·ly accurate 
fire on our a(hance, but the guns which Wt!re brought up quickly into 
t.he front line soon produced an effect, and the 3nl Gurkhas, supp(Jrted lJy 

the 2ud Gurkhas, storrued the llill. The enemy':! retreat was pounded lJy 
the guu.sanJ lung-range fire of the Royal Irkh, aud Colonel llaugllt'Jn 
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on the west, hnn:ying don. from Lockha.tt Fort.·with all of the"'36tli 
Sikhs and signallen and lick of the Royal Irish that could be spared, 
mattri&lly quickened their pace. 

"Our force rapidly pushed on for Fort Lockhart, passing on ita nt 
the little post of Sa.nga.r, besieged for the la.st U hours : ita garriaoli 
of 41 men of tht" 36th Sikhs, were ~wn up, 18 we· passed, proudly 
dii!playing a standard they had captured in a smart little eortie the night 
before. On we pllllhed to Fort Lockhart, and the General, mounting 
the Fort tower, could see Saragheri Hill on which the captured post stood. 
coverl!d with lll.IISSel of the enemy. At last we believed in the oft-re~~ 
• thousa.nds' of the IMUv, for there must have been at the lowest 
oomputation 8,000 tribesmell in battle amy. Still there wu no nen of 
Fort Gulist&n, eo the Genet'al ordering up the_ guns. soon had the hill 
eo •wept by shrapnel that on the advance of the infantry not a aoui ns 
found. It ns a thousand pities, for had we but known: it, Gulistan wa.i 
lllfe for eorue hours yet. and had we bot bad the time we might bav~ 
inflicted heavy loss on an eneruywhose line of retreat would have been 
open to our fire. However, ao far 18 we knew, no time ns to be lost, ao 
limbering up we pushed on another two miles, and \here, on the oppo-: 
site hill. stood Gulista.n Fort still bravely holding out. The slopes above 
and beyond were literally packed with swarms of the enemy, now warned 
by the 110und of our guns that the time for their ~eparture 'l"iU at· hand. 
At the sight of our skirmisbera on the skyline ev-ery man of the ~1111er .. 
ed g&IT'iaon who could stand, wounded or whole, sprang to the parapets 
and opened a heavy fire on the now nveting foe. Our guns hurried 
up and, unlimbering, pourl!d in their shrapnel, while the in&ntry, racing 
doWil the liteep ~illside, did their best with long-range volleya to per
auade aome at least of the tn'besmen to stay behind. Tbe guns under 
Oaptai11 Parkf'r uwle beautiful practice, even at extreme Rlloae&, aaosa 
the wide valley, snrehiog out and dL«persing every group we could eee 
and putting &bell after shell into a vil~"'t where the tribesmen had 
irutgioed themselves at least aeeure. • 

• Saragheri wu a piteous sight: the fort, which only two daya be. 
fore we bad deemed impregnable unleill rl!dueed by want of ammunition, 
'a'ater or food, wu almost levelled to the ground, while the bodies of ita 
J:allant garriaoalay stripped and horribly mutilated amid the roina of 
&.he po&L they had eo bn"fely held. Tbe whole atta.ck bad been eksarlr 
Yi&iLle to the ga.rrialona at Gu.l.iataA and IAx:khart, who were however 
powtrleta to Jaldec ell'ectiYe a.id. Alter the eeeond &SAult oo &ragheri 

two of the enem1 Lad beetl left lofhind in a d~ angle of the 
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Flanking Tower. These, working with some instrument, bad speedily 
removed " stone and then mass after mass of masonry fell. Soon a prac· 
ticable breach was made, and in less time than it takes to write all 

was over. Hundreds swarmed in through the breach and over the 
walls. The little garrison, 2lrifles only in all, before the fight began, 
retreated to their sleeping quarters and fougllt it out grimly to the 
bitter end. • Tales have come from the very enemy, how one man in the 
guard-room slew 20 before they burnt him inside, and bow one wounded 
n1an on his ch11rpoy shot down four before they could gain admittance. 
Their comrades looked on silently as we drew out corpse after corp~e, 
but there will be, I ween, a bitter day of retribution to come, Sikhs and 
Gurkhas have now seen their mutilated dead. 

"However, Fort Gulistan was safe, and with lightened heart~, snme 
of us pushed on. By 2 P.M., we were within its walls. Blackened with 
gunpowder, worn out with 36 hours of continuous toil and stress, rn;my 
bandaged and blood-stained, the garrison still presented a brave front. 
Drawn up at the gate were the survivors of the sortie with the time 
standards they h~ captured. Out of the original garrwon of 1G5 
rifles two had been killed, 8 dangerously and sornt>, I fear, mortally 
wounded; 8 severely and 24 slightly wounded. Of these latter, 9 did 
not report thernselveStwounded till relief had come. Major Des Y <.eux, 
who had his anxieties douLly intensified by the presence of hid family, 
bad been the life and soul of the defence, guarding against every danger 
and showing a fine example of cheerfulness and steadfastness to all. 
Lieutenant Pt·att, an Officer of a yeats standing, had ably seconded 
him, though suffering from dysentery ; Surgeon-Captain Pratt had 
untiringly tended the wounded under heavy fire, h'elped by Miss 
Teresa McGrath, Mrs. Des V <.eux's maid, who amid the flying bullets 
could be Been here bathing a wounded sepoy's head and there tying up 
another's arm till the doctor could come. La~t, but not least, every 
Bepoy of this gallant band did his duty, a~d at times almost more than 
his duty, in a way worthy of the proud name of Sikh. The state of 
the fort may be better imagined than described. Bearing in ruinJ the 
number of dt!aJ and wounded in that small space and the illlpossiLility 
of any but the mDiit primitive conservancy anaogementi!, it ill due only 
to the wonderful purity of this wountain air that the place was iu 
any way enJurable." 

• This account, it will be noticed, differs sli~htly in detail from what may be call~:tl 
\he eu~ruy's Y~rsiuu ol the iltfair, alrc.ll.iy givcu, 
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Lea,·ing the fort with two mountain guns and the 2nd Punjab 

Infantry to guard it, the main column returned to Fort Lockl1art and 
there Li,·ouacked, ha\·ing marched since midnight 2-l miles without 
food and come into action three times. From '' friendly" P.abia KLeis 
it was afterwards ascertained that the losses of the enemy, all tQIJ, 
during these se\'eto.l operations, exceeded 400, including some 180 killed 
in the taking of Saragheri. The next day Geneml Yeatman-Biggs 
viHited Gulistan and issued a stirring F~rce Order extolling the heroic 
dcf~:nce of these two posts and promising to forward the names of the 
most di~>tingui.hed for valour, Major Des V" ceux pre11ented to him his 
Olikt:ts and, last but not least, Miss McGrath, and he then visited the 
wouud~:d, many of whom wore ghastly signs of what they had gone 
through, and ga,·e orders for the remedying of the most obvious 

dcfcdl! vf the post. 

For the time being hcstilities had ceased, but there was evetyprospect 
of this kind of desultory fighting being resumed. The difficulty which 
Gene~al Y~atman-Biggs had to face was one not easily overcome. Each 
time his troops advanced on to th~: Samana Range the tribesmen at once 

• drew otf into the Khanki Yaiiey, and then began marching t~stwards 
so as to threaten our border north-east of Hangu. · But it was impos· 
siule for any large borly of troops to remain on tlfe range for more than 
two days at a time, as the water-supply was limited and the springs only 
yh:ldcd a. Ct!ltain quantity. This quantity was ample for the normal 
garl'ison of six companies of infantry, but not fur a whole brigade with 
fulluwcrs and tran~port animals. Hence the marching and counter
marching that had to be done. If the Orakzai had only advanced well 
l>~yund the San!l\ua. there would have been some chance of punishing 
them sevel'dy, but lal'ge as their numbers were they wer-e not bvld 
~:uuugh to do this. The operations thert:fore became a game of hide 
and sc~:k, with the advantage vn the side of the Ora.kzai that they could 
muve tapidly from point to point, as they Wtl'e not incummvded by 
any transport tto.in and each man carried his own supplies. Our forts 

wt:re strong enough to reskt any ordinary attack, but they could not 
Le left to be Lclt-aguen:d for days together. 

After the fic;hting of the 13th Sc!Jtdul.Jcr, culminating in the relief of 
Guli~tau, the triLal ~athetings on the Samana disappeared, and the Afridi 
la•i•kar, sepato.ting itself from its Or-akzai allies, returno:d dispirited to 
Timl1. The Orakzai villages in the neighwurhood of the Sa.mana forts 
Wt'h~ cum}!h.-tdy aLanJuned, the enemy ktakiug thelllsdves with all their 
c.1lllc int~ klliJ!Vrary ~>eculity up the Khar.ki \' <.ll...y. A n:cvnnai&ance 
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R.!ong this vrtlley as far as Khomppa showed that all was quiet, and 
advantage was t:tken by General Yeatman-Biggs of the suspension 
of hostiliti~s to improve the very defective water-supply of the Samana 
by digging fresh tanks, and to repair the ro1tds and the telegraph lines. 
On the 18th of September a representative jirgah of the .Aka Khels came 
in professing their loyalty and pleading that they were in fear of the 
more powerful clans of the Afddis. They received orders regarding 
the m1tking of a road through their country, and departed promi8ing 
compliance. 

Several plans for a.~suming the offensive against the Omkzai were now 
considered, but the time was not d~emed ripe for any general advance 
into the Khanki Valley. The plnn most favoured wtts to move four 
regiments with mountain guns down to Khorappa, where water was 
plentiful, and take up a strong position within" a . mile or so of the 
Khanki River. This movement, it was thought, would cover the front of 
the Samana, and would at the same time permit of the Sappers and 
working parties improving the two routes from Shinawari, which any 
punitive force advancing into the .Africli country later on would lmve 
to follow. The 01~kzai would then hesitate to move down the Khanki 
.Valley, as their rear would be threatened. In order, however, to 
guard against possible1mid.~ east of the Samana, mor.e troops were sent 
to Kohat, so as to permit of a. flying column operating in the neighbour
hood of Ibmhimz;ti ami llangu: the Northamptonshire Regiment anll 
the 2nd Battalion 2nd Gurkhas were railed from Rawalpindi to Kush
algarh, whence they_ marched to Kohat. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

TilE TIRAH PUNITIVE EXPEDITION, 

EARLY in Se}Jtember tbe Government of India announced their deter· 
mination to institute punitive operations on an extensive scale against 
both the Afridis and the Orakza.i : the campaign to be under the su
preme control vf Lieutenant-General Sir William Lockhart, Commandiug 
the Forces in the Punjab and Commander-in-Chief-Elect of the Army 
in India. Sir William Lockhart was then at Rome, but he left Brindisi 
on the 3rd September at almost a day's notice, accompanied by Major
G~nt•ral Lord M~thuen, who desired to haYe an opportunity of ~>teing 
how a big frontier exvedition is carri~d out. 

We pu1lish at the end of this volume full details of the compot'i· 
tion and staff of ·the Tirah Field For·ce, as finally st:Jected after several 
necessary revi~ions. As will be seen, it was a magnificent force, and 
indeed was quite cot·redly descl'ibed as "the flower of our Army in 

Indi<t.11 It compl'i~ed, firtltly and most importantly, two divisions, each 

cun~bting of two bl'igadcs and divi~ioual troops, the whole forming 
what was officially styled the ":Main Column." This column was 
tu LIJ under Sir William Lo<:khart's personal dir·ection, being charged 
with the fur-:most t.'l>~k of a(lrarwing over the Samana into the heart of 
the Omhai and AfriJi country and sweepiug away all opposition en route: 
The column as .t whole was composed of eight regiments of British In· 
fan try and twelve rt>gimeuts of Native Infantry, with six l\Iountain Bat

t.~> de~, one regiment of Nati\'e Cavalry and five companies of Sappers. 
'l'hrct• ~uLsidiary columns were also formed, one to ruove froru Peshawar 
into the B.ua Yallt'y1 a1H1ther to stand ready for action iu tl1e KmTlUlf 

Yall"Y• and the third a r·eserve Lrigade made up of four n·giments of 
iufautry and the J uJbpm· Lmcers }!laced at Rawalpindi. Tl1e following 
l'l•l'ps cuu~titutcd the several columns of the Tirah Fidd Fol'ce :-

lUJY COLfl!Y, 

l'iret Dirision.-Cummanding : Bl'igadier-General W. P. Symons, 
C.B., (l'ollunanding vue uf the Tochi V ullq Dl'igad~:s), with the lll\:al muk 
t•f M.ljut·Gcu\:'tiil, 
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1st Brigade.-Commanding: 1 Brigadier-General R. C. llart, V.C., 
C.B., (Commanding Belgaum District). Troops: 2nd D~rbyshire 

Regiment, 1st Devonshire Regiment, 2nd Battalion 1st Gurkhas, 30th 
Punjab Infantry. 

2nd Brigade.-Commanding : Briga]ier-General A. Gaselee, C.B., 
(Commanding Cawnpore Station). Troops: 2nd Yorkshire Regiment, 
1st Royal Wei<t Surrey Regiment, 2nd Battalion 4th Gurkhas, 3l'll Sikh~. 

Dh·isional Troops.-No.1 (British), No. 2 (Derajat), No.1 (Kohat) 
Mountain Batteries, two sr1uadt~ond lAth Bengal L'\ncers, 28th Bombay 
Pioneers, Noi!. 3 and 4 Companies Bombay Sappers, Nabha Imperial Set'• 
vice Infantry, :Maler Kothl Imperial Service Sappers. 

2111 Did•ion.-Comm:mding : ~Iajor-Genera.l A. G. Yeatman-Biggs, 
C.B., (then Commanding the troops already on the S<\mana). 

3rd Brigade.-Commanding : Colonel F. J. Kempster, D.S.O., 
(.Assistant Adjutant-Genet·al, Madras Command) with the tempomry 
rank of Brigadier-General. Troopi!: 1st Gordon Highlanders, 1st Dorset• 
shire Regiment, M Battalion 2nd Gurkhas, 15th Sikhs. 

4th Biig-adt!,-CBmmanding: Jkigadiei··General R. W eshnacott, C. B., 
D.S.O., (Vummanding Nagpur District). Troops: 2nd King's Own 
Scotti.:~b Bordt'ret's, M .Northamptonshire Regiment, 1st Battalion 3rd 
Gurkhas, 3Gth Sikhs. ' 

Divi~ional Troop,s.-Nos. 8 and 9 (Briti~h) and No. 5 (Bombay) 
Mountain Batteri ... s, )Ia~Line gun, lGth Lancers, two squa,}rons 18th 
Bengal Lancer:>, 2bt 1!.\dras Piuneers, No. 4 Cumpany )Jadras Sappers1 

Jhind Imperial Serrke Infantry, Sirmur Imperial Service Sappers. 

Lint of Communicatirm.-Commanding :Lieutenant-General Sir A. 
Power Palmer, K.C.B., (Curumanding Punjab Frontier Force). Troops : 
No.1 (Kashmir) )fountain Battery, 22nd Punjab Infantry, 2nd Battalion 
2nd Gurkhas, 3()th GMhwal Rirles, 2nd Punjab Infantry, 3rd Bengal 

Cal"alry,.No. 1 Cumpany (Bengal) Sappers. 

PESH.!.W.!R COLtliY, 

Commanding : Brigadier-General A. G. Hamm(lnd, C. B., D.S 0., 
(Commanding llawal);Jindi Stati•>D). Troops: 2nd Ruyal lnniskilling 
Fu•ilicrs, 2n•l Oxfor,bhire Light Infantry, 9th Gm·kha.~, 31th Pioneer~, 
45th Sikhs, 57th FidJ E.1ttc>r:r, lL\.., :So. 3 British )!•Juntain Battery, 
9th Beng1.l LanccN, ~u. 5 COJmrany Bengal Sar,pers. 

• Th~ Cnlllnltll•l ,,f tl.i~ ki~•·l'. \Hi ori:t'n•lly giren to Cr,\onel bn Jlamiltnn, Y.r., 
D.S.O., IJ.topury l.,!•l4r~t>nu..t"r ... r~li:eotu~ral in lwlta. l1ut ht!' ha.t th~ Jui.,fortune to l~ thru\1111 
(rum hb !IJf>C t.,l•>r~ the ri~hlillg had !Jo:i{UII ilol•d UIS illjur.eii i'la!!,U uim Aura /k CQrA&tll, 
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(\.mmanding: C,lo!!tl W. Hill (AssistAnt Adjutant-Genen.l for Yu.lJ. 
htr,r~ Troo:•J.lil: 12th Ben;;al Infantry, Kapurthala Imperial Senice 
Infantry, fvur guns 3rd Field &ttery, RA., 6th Bengal Canlry, one 
Regiment Central India Horse. · 

RA 'lr ALPI!iDI RESERVE BRIGADE. 

Commanding : C(llonel C. R. Macgregor, D.S.O., (Commanding 4.:.'nd 
Gutlltas and officiating in corumand of Fyzabad Station), with tempo
rar_,. rank vf Bri,;-c1dier-Gener-al Troop~~: 2nd King's Own Yorkshire 
Li;;l1t Infantr~·, 1st Duke of Cvrn'lralrs Light Infantry, 27th Bombay 

Li;;ht Infantry, 2nd Regiment Hydd-abaJ C,ntingent, Jodhpur Imperial 
s.,ryi.:-e Lancd'S. 

The appr~Jximate strength of the Field Force, including the Reserve 
Bri;:~ado>, was as fvllows: British Offi~rs, 1,010; Xative Officers, 491; hos
pital a,;i~tants, 197; British troops, 10,182: natiYe troops, 22,123; grand 

t•)tal, 31.203. Exduding the Reserve Brigade the totAl was just under 
3l ,040, with 18,250 followers, 966 ordnance mulo:s, 13,000 pack mules 
and 2,21)1\ camels. The strength of the 1st DiruioD.t was about 9,460; 
2nd Di,·i>ivn, 9,26S i Line of Communication troops, 5,000; Peshawar 
C'vlumn, 4,~,(1(); Kurram YoYable C:tlumn, 2,600; Rawalpindi Reserve 
Bri,,:ad~, 3,2,)1 The British infantry regiments \-ere shown as hning 
~at·h 29 O;li·:d~ 11nd 103 rank and file: the natiYe infantry regimenta 
ea.:h 9 British Officers and 16 XatiYe Offi.~~ and 72'9. rank and tile. 

~fa]••r-G~neral Sir Bindon Blood and Brigadier-<knerus Jeffreys 
an•l ~l~:iklejulm were to hne been ginn commands, the former of a 
lli,·i,;iuu and th". two latter of Brigades, in the Tirah Fio::ld Fol'l.>e, but 
tl.i,; arr~n;:duent was pr-eYentM owing t<> the ne.::€-SSity of retaining * 
full ltiri~ic•n at and lll'yvnd the llalakand w nt.:h ~angai and Bajour, 
tLe ~Iamunds l't'ing then still in &1'1113. 

A qu.,;.tiun &l'l"l..'-t! at tLia junc-ture whether it would be quite wise t~ 
r;tr.tiu the J,,~ 11lt." of the Afridi ilt'P•)Yil in the Indian Army by employing 
tl,l'ru a;.:ainst their kin8fulk in the furthl'vming Tirah Expedition; and 
..,J,ile the l"'int "·as still king puLlidy Ji:l(;ll.ili>ed, a Gvn~rnm.:nt Ordl'r 

•u i,.u..J vu the 7th of ~:tvkr, which set the question at rest. The 
tord~r ttad aa fvllvw~ :-

"Tl.e Gvrd'muent d India l.i\'ed at peace with the Afridi tribe, and 
111aJ~ au &!:IW!Ut-nt •·itb them undl'r whic·h British furu in the Khyb..:r 
l\..t't' tutru,.(.,J to tht<ir ctue. Allvwano.:et~ were paid to the tril...e aud 

uu..s i...,.;,Lu:J, kl tLat they ruie;ht be strong i..o the alliance of frienlbl.ip 
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with the Government of India. and have the means of forcing turbulent 
persons to keep the peace. Without any provocation the Afriuis, in 
C?njnnction with other tribes, have broken their alliance with the British 
Government, and have attacked and destroyed forts which their tribe 
had engaged to guard. Further, they have waged war against our 
garrisons on the Samana and elsewhere, killing some of the soldiers in 
the British service and causing great loss of property. The British 
Government, confident in its power, cannot sit down quietly under such 
defiance and outrageR, and has been forced by the wanton acts of the 
Afridis themselves to inflict punishment on them in their own country, 
and to send a force into Tirah to exact reparation for what has lately taken 
place. The Afridi soldiers in the service of the Government have given 
proofs of their loyalty, devotion and courage on many a hard-fought field, 
and the value of their services has been fully appreciated by the Govern· 

ment of India. After a most ca1·eful consideration of the circumstances 
connected with the Tirah Expedition, the Government have decided to 
show consideration to those Afrirli soldiers who wish to be loyal to tl1eir 
en~agements, and to excuse them from service in the campaign which the 
Government has lieen forced to wa~e against their fellow tribesnwn. 
On these grounds alone it has been determined that Afridi soldiers who 
are serving in regiments detailed for Aervice on the Peshawar-Kohat 
border, are not to be 'employed near the Tirah frontier at the present 
time, but their services will be utilised elsewhere. The necessary o!'ders 
to this effect will at once issue. As far as possible care will be tak~n 
that no property belonging to the Afridi soldiers in the service of the 
Government who have not taken part in the raids on British territory is 

either confiscated or destroyed during the time our tr,oops are engaged 
in Orakzai or Afridi territory." 

The Afridi soldiers in the ranks of the native army had done such 
splt>ndid service that every effort was made to spare them any reproach 
in communicating the foregoing Order to regiments composed in whole or 
part of Pathans. At the same time the fact that desertions had occurred, 
not only on the Kohat-Peshawar border but further afield, showed that 
the action of the Government was quite justified. As to the number 
of trans-frontier tribesmen enlisted in infantry battalions it may lw 
interellting to state here that these ~umbered about 4,000 in all, of 
whom 1,907 were ACrid is, 30!) Orakzai, 2R3 Bunerwals, and 232 Ghilzai i 
while Bajouris, Duranis, Swatis, Shinwaris, Hazara~, and M(Jhmands 

mn~tered less than 200 each; and Waziris, Utrnan Khela, and other clans 
oontribut~ between them only a total of 226. 
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Sir Richard l'dny re<>eh·e-d ordert1 to accompany the Tirah Field 
Force as Ci,·il Political Officer, but to General Sir William Lockhart \U:l 

committed the suprem€' political as well as military control of the expedi
tion. Colonel R. Warburton, C.S.I., who bad recently retired from the 
political charge of the Khyber, and whose knowleJge of the Afridis and 
tL~ir country is probably unri¥alled, was also asked by the Go\"ernment to 
rt'tut·n temporarily to the scene of his former labourt11 and to accompany 
tLe expedition. Mr. Lorimer, J'l[r. King, Mr. Donald and Mr. Blake way, 
were appoinwd Assistant Political Officertl with the force. 

There W&S & good deal of survey work to be done during the 
operations in Afridi land, for no European had been in the country since 
Captain L. H. E. Tucker, in 1872, made a hurried trip ~id the Bara Valley 
to the eAStern portion of the platea\L Colonel Sir T. H. Holdich, R.E., 
"·as given charge of the survey parties, the Departmental Offi('ertl with 
Lim being Major Bythell aud Captain C. L. Robertson. Sir Pet'tab 
Singh was permitt;.Pd to join Genera.! Loch hart's Staff as Aide-de-camp. 

Sir William Lockhart arrived at Simla on the 20th September, and 
aftet• risiting Rawalpindi and M urree, reached Kohatf)n the 5th October, 
a.eoompanied by his Chief of Staff, Brigadier-General W. G. Nicholson, 
C. B., and Lord Methuen. He had the great advantctge of being able to 
bring to bear on the task before him not only t:\ceptional ability but 
exceptional knowledge ; for the Miranzai Campaigns of 1891 and 1892 
h'ld made the Samana Range and the Khanki Valley familiar ground to 
him. It was quite expected that the Afridis would give our troops plenty 
of fighting, particula.rly u a mischievous notice in Urdu had been 
cir·culated among them by their mullahs stating that & war of extermina
tion was to be \vaged against them. To counteract as far as possible 
tl1e effoct.s of this false announcement and to present the Tira.h Expedi. 
tion in its true light in the eyes of the whole of the north-west border, 
Sir William kx:kha.rt issued the following proclamation to the All'idis 
and Ora.k:.a.i p~paratory to advancing against them :-

"In the year 1881 the Afridis of the Khyber Pass entered into treaty 
t'ngagement.s with the British GoTernment, undertaking, in considera
tion of et-rtain allowanees, to maintain order throughout the Pass, to deal 
with ofl'en('es on the road, to furnish levies for the abo'"e purposes, and 
to abstain from committing outrages in British territory. t.:p to the 
month of August 1897, these engagements have been, on the whole, 
faithfully <•l.l!lt'n·ed, but during that and the llU('('f.'€-ding month the 
Afridts laue brtoken tht>ir engagements, attacked, plundered and 
Lurnt the pu6trl in the Khyl!er Pa.ss, which were garrisoned by the le,·ies 
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furnished for the purpose by the Afridis themselves, and have joined 
the Orakzai in an attack on British posts and villages on the Kohat 
border. For these offences all tribal and service allowances hitherto 
granted. by the British Government to the Afridis and Orakzai are de· 
clared to be fodeit, and entirely at the disposal of the British Govern· 
ment to withhold or to renew, wholly or in part, as they may think fit. 
The British Government has also determined to despatch a force ur.dt-r 
my command to march through the country of the Orakzai and the 
Afridis, and to announce from the heart of their country the final terms 
of the British Government. This advance is made to mark the fact that · 
these tribes took part in the attacks above mentioned, and that the 
British Government have power to advance if and when they choose. 
The Government have neither the intention nor the wish to inflict 
unnecessary damage on the tribes, provided they immediately make sub· 

mission and reparation. The terms and conditions on which such 
submission will be accepted will be announced to the jirqall~ of the tribes 
when I have arrived in Tirah, and I am authorised to enforce the fulfil· 
ment of these terms and conditions, ~nd of any further terms and con
ditions which opp"sition by any tribe, or section or individuals thereof, 
may render it necessary to impose. It is therefore notified that all who 
wish to live in peace with the Sirkar and desire to possess their own 
country and to see it rt.> more in the power of and occupied by the Sirkar, 
should assist to the utmost of their abilities in the work of enforcing 
compliance with my orders and with the said terms and conditions, by 
which means they will save the tribes from the further punishment which 
any opposition to the advance of the British troops will infallibly bring 
upon them, and the tribal country from further occupation/' 

I 

Some time afterwards the Mussazai clan in the Kurram Valley sent 
back to Fort Lockhart the copy of the Government proclamation which 
bad been sent to them, and on the back of it they had scribbled their 
views. They had four grievances: one was that the British Government 
had occupied the Khyber; another that the salt tax was too high (their 
desire being to buy four ma.unds for a rupee); the third was a protest 
against the occupation of the Samana Range ; the fourth also related to 
this subject, their complaint apparently being that our forts prevented 
free pa<&ge over the range. The KhamKhel Chamkannis replied to 
Sir William Lockhart's procla.mation, saying that they had no option 
but to fight, &9 they were under the orders of the Fakir of Swat and t:1e 
Hi\dda and .Aka Khel Mullahs. The proclamation also drew forth a 

reply from another clan of the Orakzai, the Daulatu.i,near Kohat. 
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Tht>y alleged tl•PY had serious grie\·ances against the Go,·ernment in the 
matter of the salt tax, while they complained that unfaithful win·s who 

leave their busba11de and take refuge in Hriti~h territory, were no longer 
surrendered, as was the case formerly. 

Before proceeding to describe the advance of the Tirah Fit'ld Force 
it is necessary to make a digression in order to explain at som~ length 
tl1e attitude of the Aruir of Afghanistan towards the frontit!r risings 

.and the relations which carue into evidence between His Highness and 
tht' fanatical tribes then in anus against us. 
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CHAPTER rJT. 

Till AtTITlr·l OF YHI AlllL 

'Wnu, on enquiri~ loeing made n'prding the :M.:.hmand atta.:k on 
Shat.kaJr on .August ':th, it ..-as li'o:t>rtain~l that the Ha.llallul!ah hl 
Yith him on that ()('(3.Sion a NnsiJt-rable number of men who 1rt're SlJbj~ta 
of the .Amir, hailing from Eastern .AI;hanistan, public att~ntioo k'ame 
dired~ to the policy {Jf our ally of Kabul with refmnce to the h•:.stile 
frontier triM generaTiy, and the G·)Ternment of India w~re Mt slow to 

ft><X•gtli3oe the extreme importance of this fao:.:t•>r in planning opo?rati•:oniL 
l"arious rumours ..-ere circulated connecting .Abdur Rab.m:\o mo!'e or 

le:!S intimAtely ..-ith the earli~r ruing in Snt, and when, afterwardc;, 

the Afridi.a rapturnl the 'Khyber, there were some wh•) thought they 
perceiTed the hand of the Durani Chief in this new outbmk a!31). To 
dear the air, a srrong u:pressi•>D of the Gvnrnor-Generars opini·•n 
n';arding Gt'neral Ghu!am Hydds relations ..-itb the Hadda :llu!!ah 
and the f"Ut taken by .AI;hans from Je~bad.futri.:t in the :M.>hmand 
di~turbance, 1I"U fv~ed to the .Amir, t•ig't.!ther ..-ith an aJm•initi•m 
that a.1mething ruore than a mere f·>rmal di~laimer of ri'!lpoJn>ibi:ity 
1ra.1 n.~ted from him. The fflpo)n~ t•> thiA C>)mmunil'ati•-.n was satiA
fa.:M-y eMngh, e-spt"Ci.illy u His Hi;bnd& had fvre:italled it by pre
nvU>ly d<!8pat.:hing a jMIIIlfl t•) Jel!.a.:..ibaJ f,:.rbiJling biA SUbj~~U t•> 
enga.;e in h•:.stiliti~ on the border. The reply to the GoTernor.(it-n~ral 
1ru e>)uched in very up!icit terms. The .Aru.ir denied tuat any .U;han 

&VlJ..iers haJ alarel in the 1[,)hnund lighting, anJ. at the same time 
&Vl.:mnly and pen;.)nally engaged on beh.Lf vf the Sipah Sa.lar and 
the re;;u:W artn'! th.a.t no such h·;,stility ahould eTer be C.•mmitto:d h.r 
t1eru. .A.t reguJ..i nun-military .A.fghan rub;ects, he all~g~d that if an.r 
<of them had j•Ji.ne-1 the :llvhmand.a at all they mu.;t haTe d•Jne I!<) ~retly, 

fcor the-y W•)u.id D•A dlre to.> ta~e up arD.\il c•penly f·>r li!M of him. He 

attribute.! all the \).)rder di3turbanees t•> the acti•)O of the m•Jl:ah\ 
eoop.:ci.l:l,r the lliJ.la )!ul:ah, ..-ho he i!aid had in f·)rmer yean ucit.hl 
ri.:.i.n;;s a~t tf.e g,di. of Kabu4 uJ. he dtn•)u.nced t1eir cc.ndu.:t. 

The .Amir !J.a,l r-erta$,r known in yean g•:.!l~ by ..-hat it 1I"U t•) be 
(·!a;ueJ by bnatial ma:lah'l, but he had made &b<Jrt 1rork: of tbt?;Joe 1rhi'D 
t.ht] ~e w~erou.i t.) l.ia authority. lfu &illi.."trit] in ~f·prvriLJ 
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of the ~ot tn'bal risingt wu ilhowD by the euefuliDID.Ilel' ia wbicla 
he an&Dgt'd for the fornrding of hia reply to the r aceroy. So ULiioul 

wu be that. hit aa~wer aboold be afely delinred at ite destination that 
. he tOOk the precaution of aending a dupliaate .,;4 K.aodaha.r. H"IB poetal 
ruooen aln,Yll Ole the Shilmao route to Pesbaftl' ia prelerenee to the 
Khyber route, but knowing that the liobmud eouoby ,.... disturbed, 
Hit Hjgbotta eent mounted met!.llenger& from Kabul through Ghami 
attd K.andahu. The duplicate letts ftlaCbed New CbamaD. towards the 
•od of Au~t, whence it na f01'11'"1lded to the GoTer'DOI'-Generai'a 
Agent at Quetta. 

A boot the 11.1ne time the Briti&h Agent in Kabul reported tba.L the 
Amir read in public """"' on the 17th August the tlClel"'y'a letter 
which aalled upon Hit Higboea to ft8tra.in his subject. from taking 
part in the frontier distnrhancea. H"~a Higbnea demoJr 11rore tha&i 
he had alnya maintained friendly relationa 'With the British GoTern· 
ment, and had nt1"er induced hit subjcrle or eepoJll to tab hostile action 
aga.inai the British. Tbe A.mir also read the d..rah of his reply to the 
~111"6tv, which 11"1.1 "er'! la.rtely attended, u it 11"1.1 held on the anoiver
wy of his U811D1ption of the title of z....J.JIUJAt ..'a J-4i._ 

A. few da,Yll after thit lruMt- the British Agent addnsaed a ~etta
to His lftghn• on the subject ofi'UDlOUI'II whicll had reached him that 

people from Lugb.lll&lland other plates in A.fgba.nistan were still joining 
the Hadda Mullah, and that supplies were being &eDt from IAlpura for 
the support of the llullah'a gathering. 1be .Amir at ODCe replied in an 
autograph ~. reminding the Ar,trent of what had takea p1aee at the 
tlar6.r, and adding that though the Yutlah'a di.olciplee had helped. the 
llullah aecfttlltbey eertaioJ.r Lad DOt dooe ao openly beaaoae of their 
fearof His HighneiliL The Amiralso informed the British .Agent that 
he had iaeued i.nst.ruetiooa to all officials in Niognhar, and theJ' were 
DOw l«fttl.r kH>ping a watch; that he would u far as poEible nteh 
the disciplea of the Hadda Yollah in Algbanti.Ua; and that the GoY.. 
ernor ol Lughman had ft!CentJ.r a.twbd and dispened.a gatherinA' of 
600 IDt'll eollected b.r ODe of the llollah'a clilw:iplea who weft about to 

~ from Lugbmt..a to jolio the ltullah. ne Go1"emor .had &I. 
&rr'flllted 40 ol thetn. and 11"1.1 tAking Btqll to eapture the leader of the 
pthftiog. who had eaaaped. Th.ia Jut ltatemeot YUquite tnle, and it 
wu a.~.) tnt that. IOIUe San.,."11 Khe1 ShiD.....U. who had rollected aeu 
Pflllh Bul.U. &Ad who proh&biJ' intended maki.o« for the ..Khyber u the 
iant&tioa of the Yollah s.iad A\.l&r, had beta dil!pened by A.fgbua 
ean.J.ry. Further, uder 411\len from K.aLW, the Algbaa troopa wen 
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\\·ithdrawn ft·om the ontlying posts because of the po~sibility that they 
might be tempted to slip away temporarily to join some tribal gttther· 
ing. At the same time the Amir issued ordt.'rs that no bodies of armed 
tribesmen fleeing before the Government of India's troops in any of the 
operations about to be 1mdertaken, should be allowed to enter Afghanis· 
tan. In return for Abdur Rahman's frankness the Government of India 
were no less open with him and in further correspondence informed 
His Highness that the expedition against the Mohmands had been 
undertaken principally to punish the Hadda Mullah and his gathering 
and to di~perse all who opposed our troops, and that there was no in· 
tention of remaining in the country. 

After the attack on the Khyber and the subAequent spontaneous 
dispersion of the Afridi force, the mullahs, in order to induce the tribes· 
men to renew hostilities, played the bold game of pretending that the 
.Amir was at their back, and even paraded mull' loads of ammunition 
which they asserted had been sent from Afghanistan, but which had 
actually been captured from the Khyber Rifles at Ali :Musjid and Lundi 
Kotal. As a matttW of fact they knew very well that the Amir, so far 
from Rympathising with the Afridis in their ri~ing, was extremely angry 
with them for having closed the Khyber, as this caused heavy loss to 
him owing to the stoppage of the car·avan trade, besides preventing a 
consignment of arms and stores imported by him from Europe being 
sent up from Peshawar • 

.About tl1e middle of September the Afridis began to realise the 
danger which menaced them, as definitt~ preparations for invading 'firah 
had by that time been begun. They held a big Jirgalf.and decided to 
send a deputation to Kabul to ask the Amir to help them in the coming 
struggle. The members of this deputation got as fat· as J ellalabad, where 
they were stopped by the local Afghan official~ and turned back, in 
obedience to orders received from Kabul. A request was preferred 
for ammunition but this was J·efused. Thereafter, to remove all poRsible 
doubt the Amir caused to be posted in Kabul a public reply to the Afridi 
deputati~ns. The notification, which was dated September 23rd, was as 
follows:-

" :rhe Afridis of Tirah have sent me now eighteen of their men, 
consisting of Maliks, Ulama apd EldHs, each sect sending a separate 
petitiun and asking for help. In accordance with my orders they were 

detained in J~lla.labad, their petitionl! were sent to me, and I have refu~ed 
them. I have written and st>nt them replies to their petitions to 
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.r~·llalahul, tlld th~y may receive them and go lJa~k. The particulars uf 

their ('etiti~,ns are as fullows :-

" 1 The Bl'iti~h Go,·ernment bave been from olden times graduallf 
eucr·oachiug upon our country, and Hen upon .Afghan t.errit<Jry, and 

th~.r have t:r~>cted forts at various spots and piaces. We complained 
uf this to tht: .Afghan Gon·rnmtnt on numerous occasions, but Your 
Highness paid no attention to our complaints. Therefore, being help· 
t~~s and haYing regard to Islam and our constancy in l'eligion, we have, 
uuJet· the guidance uf God, opened the door ofjeliad in the face of the 

bllid Gu\'tl'lllllent, and we have severed our connection with them in 
en~ry way. \Y e have J.!lunJ~Jt'ed and d~:stroyed five forts on the Samana 
abure llaugu, one fvrt at 8hinawal'i at thejuot of the Samana iu Bl'itish 
tenilvry, une furt at the l.JLlau Pass near Kuhat, one tl.aria at Tol'a. 

Wadi, a ~e~:vnd llw.a at Kahi, one t!.ana at Ghalo China, one tl1ana at 
:Shallls-uu·din, out~ tluma at CLard11 one t/ia11a at .b:ar Killa. near Kha.ta.k, 
une tila••a at ~amak1 one tl1ar.a at ~al'ai .Ah and the lliudu kza.ar U 

~arai AL. Tlu~re are three big forts on the top of the said tuouuta.in 

whieh have nut t.e~n taken yet. By the grace of C'lf.ld we will destroy 
and bum these also . .All the people of Ti.rah have taken up their position 
on the tup of the mountain; and at its base, from Kohat to Rud-i-Kurman 

in the distriet uf Kurralll1 the frontier "f the ~rakzai runs, and the 
tribetilllt:n hare !.teen making jeiHld from time to tillle \Vi thin their respec
ti\ e lilllits. We will never consent to teudtr onr allegiance tu the Brit~h 
Gu,·ernmeut and Lecuu1e thdr sultjects. We willnenr give uptLereins 
uf authority "f uu1· cuuutry to the Lands uf the Gv,·tmment. · On the 
C<•lltrary, we are willing to tender our allegiance tv the Government of 
tl.e K iug of hla.ll.l. It is inculllbellt ou the Go\ tl'lllllent of Islam not only 

tv luvk after our iuten~:;ts and to consider uur pvsitiun, but that of the 
w Lvl~ vf .Af,;hani~tau. We thertfure seud these eighteen pel'SOns from 

liUJUilg uur .llaliks, Clallla andElJt:l'S, with our petitions to Your High
ltt':.s' }Jl'etit:l~~:e. We are at J.!l'tsent engagt"d iu a Je!•ad on the Samana 
range, and we reyuest that Yuur Highness will Le }!leased to do what 
is fl•t· uur gvud aud bendit; and by the grace uf God we will ac:t up to 
Yuur Hi,;lau:ss' illstl'udivus, k.;ause we ! .. are tLe conduct and manage

llleut uf uut· atiairli iu the Lands uf Your Highness in every res}Ject. 
\r~ ha\'~ u~ed uur euJeavuUI'S with OUI' trikslllell to do s~:r'Vice to,Yonr 

lliglw~::.s. This id tLe titue to gain tLe ubjed uf Y uur Highness, .All 
tL~ ~lu>!cnl~ lite nvw at tLt ui:;pvt>~.~l of Yvur IligLu~ss in the shape vf 
lt';;ular trc"-'l't>, at till<:~y and muuey. If tL<! I.:litish prv,·e \'i\:tot·ioul! 
tla~· wil11uiu tL.t ~lu>lcms. Tlu: ~d\iu:~ tu kJc•llt.:vlltLiabiJc:way 
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p~tition Your Highness will {,,Your us with a reply. DatcJ ith Raui· 
us-Sani, 1315.' 

~<I haYe perused your petitions, all of which were founded on one 

obj~t. I now write to you in reply that it is eighteen yearil $ince [ 
can1e to Kabul, and you know yom'i!Clns that I went to Rawalpintli by 

the Khyber route. In con~itl~ration of my frielllbhip with the l\riti~h 

t;._.rernment I h;\d gone to theit· country l\.'3 their gue8t, and on tuy way 
I f·Juud many of your tribesm~n on bvth sitles vf thtl Pass wlw UH\tle 
,.,faoms to me. If what you now state is true why diLl you not tell me 
at that time about the lli<\tter, so that I might haYe cunf~:ned with His 
Excelh~nc~· the ricertlY alJ.Jut it 1 Sume years after thi~ when the Loun· 
daQ· was bt'ing h\id doYm, Sir )1ortimer Durand p<lSSed through tl•e 
Kh.1·ber aud carne to Kabul. All the frontier tribesmen knew of this 

and saw the .llissil)n with their own eyes. Why diLl not then your 
ll ullahil1 .llaliks aml EIJer:~ cume to rue when Sir l\lurtimcr Dumnd came 
with autLurity to settle the ~uutlary, so that I couiJ hM·e discu""ed 
the matter with hirn1 At tlH\t time you all reruaineJ ~:~ileut, and sil~:nce 

• indicates con..~nt. I do not knuw on what account a breach ha:~ now 
taken place between you and the Engli~h. Now, after you hare fuught 
with tho::m and displea~d them, yvu infut·tn m~:. 

"I hare entered into an alliance with the Eriti11h novemment in 
re;ard t J I.u.atters of State, and up to th.;o present timtJ nu Ln·ad1 of tlte 
al:)teement hl\.'3 oo:uned frum the siJe t•f the lit itish, not withstanJi11g 
th<U they are Chri.stiiiD::~. We a.t'tl )!uslems awl fulluwet·s of the t·digiun 

of thl! Prvphet and alw uf the fuur Kh;llifas of the Provh~:t. Huw can 
we then commit a t•rcach vf an agreement I What do y(li.J say ab1>Ut the 

verse in the l111ran-' fullil your promi:~e: to fulfil a prumi~e is the fit-,t 
Juty of a .ll•>sleru. God, on the day when the fit'llt lJI'Olllise was taken, 
a,,keJ all the creatures wl.u~thel' he wl\.'3 their Gud or not. Th~y said: Y t~, 

you ate our GoJ anu our Creator. Thetefure on thtJ day of the r~sunee· 

tion the til-st que5tion will be a.\:,uut the oLsenauce of agr~:ementll. Jn. 
tiJd.s and .llv~bu:1 will thtl.; ~ distiuguished t.y thii! test.' You will t!JU.; 

~.;oe that the tuatter of the a,:;reetueut ill uf great imp(J!lauce. 1 will 
U~l-t'f1 with•>Ut cause or oct:a.:~ion, swerve from an agrt:t:lllent, k~au,;~ the 
En;;li:Jl up to the pn:seut time ha,·e in no way J ... vut~:J frum the liue 
(•f 1Jun.hry wiJ dvwn in the Ulap th~)- Lave a~re\'J upvn with me. Then 
"l1y ~hvul.l I J,) 8•) l Tv d•) sv. will k hr frvm j u,ti~:e. I cauuut at tl1e 

iu:,tau.:e uf a i~W ~df-iutert::std f'd"WU$ 1rin0 i:,;nvmiuy (JU llJ~~df iii.IU 

w;; l-'t:''l-•le, 
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''\Hat you ha1·e done with your o\\n hands you ruu8t now cat·ry 
on your ownne(h. I have nothing to do with you. You are th~ Lest 
juJ({e <Jf your affaire. Now that you hare g'Jt into trouule-(literal/y1 

~poiled the J.Uatt~r)-you want rue~ help you. You have all11Wed the 
time" hen mattet'8 might ha1·e ueen ame!iol'ated to slip by. Now I can
nut sa)· or do an~'tl1iug. I have sent back ft·om Jellalabad the :Maliks 

you had deputed to me. I ga.w them each a /tmgi and Rll.IO for their 
l'uad e_xpense~, all(l I did not troulJ!e them to come .to Ka.uuL" 

'l11e A1n it· all'lo i~s11ed in Eastern A fghanbtan a proclamation by way 
of Wat'uing to Afghans. It began:--

"Thi~ procla1nation is from A tuit• Zia-ul Millat wa ud-din "-(i.e., 
Ligllt uf lTuivn aud Faith). Let it be kuuwn to the learned men <Jf 
Afghani~tan, w),etber· in the Atuir's territ0l'Y or the llill tl-acbl, that I 
IJare CIJIUe tu kuuw of your circum~tances uy your petitions Rl> well as 

through 111,1· inf•muant.~, and am fully aware that you talk in your houses 

and meeting~ that I (the Atuir) hal'e sold you to the Briti~h Gon~nuuent 

for money, and that in these da~·s when fighting is going on between 

you and tl1e Bl'iti~h Goret·nruent I l1ave held myself ~loof and am sitting 

in ease and cumfurt. Under these circumstances I think it adrisal•le 
tu explain to ~·ou all the facts ~n detail, and men\ion th_e intent and pur· 
}JUl't <Jf your talk." 

His Highness then proceeded to explain at length the policy of the 
Ikiti~h Gol·etmu~ut towards Afghanistan in Shere Ali's "time. "Shere 

Ali," he said, "was a foul, and his sou, Yakub, also a fool; the former fur 
i11ttiguing with Tiu,;~ia, the latter for making himself reBponsiule fur 
~fajur Caragna~i's safdy when he himself had not much control over 
tbe Afghan troops and tribesm~:n." He pointt?d out that the Englitih l:ad 
1\t'\'d' any iuteution uf annexing Afghanistan in those days, but wished 
vuly t•• art•nge ~Iajut· Caragnari's murdt't' and find a ruler in the place 
of Yakub Kban. He (Abdur Hahman) recognised these thing~ and 
sati8fit-d !,ilust'lf tl.at the Bl'iti;;h Gorernrnent only wished to defend 

Af.:.:l,atJiotan from an~· ~ni'lny that mi;;l•t arise. Be HIJlained l1ow he 
l1ad J,aJ t•) i:'Xel'<·i,;e full authority, as he ),aJ failed to make t},e Afghan 
J'l"ople wise and uwt·al. Tuming t!Jen to t!Je tribesmen, he showtd IH1w 

tlwy "tendered tl1ei1· allegiance t•J the Briti~h Go,·ermuent, accq,&td the 
alluwaut·es, wade agrt<~ments, and tht:u, witlwut anY cau~e, rai~ed di$ 
turlh1Dtes aud rtL.-Iliou at the instance •of a fakir .whf1Se pue11ta;;~: is 

U•Jt tn·n knuwn to the King of hlarn." As thev did not conbult Liru 
11·h"'n tl•t-)• rai...,.J tl.e revult, thty were not juetifi~d in throwing tLe 
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blame upon him. They had frequently declared to the Briti~h GoYern· 
ment that they were independent of the Amir, and had set them~elves 

up as kings. That being so, they should settle their affairs themselvt>s. 

He added:-" Why do you call these disturbances jehad or ghaza, 

The time will come for Jehad, and, when it does come, it will be announced 
to you. If you behave yourselves courageously on that occasion, I 
shall be ghld to call you religious leaders. But the first condition of a 
.i~had is tl1e co-opt>ration of the King of Islam. It is curious that the 
King is on friendly tenus with the English and yet you are making a, 

fuss about j~had. It appears that you yourselves are independent kings, 
and do not require" king over you. A similar instance occurred in 
France thirty years ago, when the people there revolted against their 
king, dethroned him and sent him to London, where he died. I will 
never interfere with you in religious matters, nor prevent you from 
prosecuting your own objects, provided these be in accordance with the 
principlE's of religion; but the present disturbances have nothing to do 
with religion, because all Mu~~~dnmns and most of the Khans and tribe8-
men are taking sides with the English and helping them. When you 
yourselves are rend~ring them as8istance how can I be to blame1"-(lt 
should here be noted thi\t the proclamation, though issued latt~ in Sep· 
tember, was dated A u~ust 13th, that is to say, before the .Afridi soldier3 
figllting on the British side had been withdrawn from the front.)-After 
noticing that thll tribesmen, in talking among them8elves, were ascribing 
the rising as due to the British occu}Jation of Chitral and Swat, the 
Amir said:-" I tell you that in taking possession of Chitral the object 
of the British Government is not to assess revenue, or tax them. Their 
only desire is to increase the population of the country a,nd strengthen 
their own position, so that it may serve as a barrier against any future 
invasion by Russia. They have remitted the revenue of villages in Swat 
of which they have taken actual possession." 

His Highness concluded :-"In short, I have nothing to do with 
your affairs, and no concern with you, tiecause I have no trust in you. 
lJo not be led to think that, like Shere .Ali, I am such a fool as to annoy 
and offeDJ others for your sake. Your real object is to make me fight 
with the Bl'itigh Government, and if I were to do such a foolish thing, 
1 am sme you would assume the position of simple spectators." 

In the for!:'going proclam~tion there was an echo of the Amir's for. 
mer utterances so far as the unruly and troublesome character of his 
people was concerned. In his letters to the Indian Government in 1880-81 
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~ ),..,, ia• ),ad ju~t IJt-N•IlH'' A mir, he frer!uently rt-ft>rred tr, },is difficulties 

in d ... a!iug with l1is ~ul•jt'<'t6. Thu@ he WJ'(•te: ''The r.Jt'f•pleof Mt:l,ani$· 

1110 ar-e t•f filch a nature that they step he.w·nd tlu• lo<•unds <•f subj1.1:ti(•n 
;u,d a><]Jire to the po;,iti•..n eo£ rul~rs." And again: "The ign"'-anee of 
nil-u,iuded per,.•ns, the unvrisdl•lll of the principal peNt£ons in Afghanis
tan, and the 8lwrt-8igl•tedne,;;s of this utivn, are ruanif£>st. They incite 
tl1e pe")Jle tu tumult and cvnuuotio•ll, and dri1·e tla·m out <of the path of 

lwruanit.'·· .A wise man is un\llise in tlu~it sigl•t. The~· le.d f>t'<:>ple a.>tray, 

awl fo•r til(~ sake <•f a tritling gain the~· prefer di,.-Jtcler and tumult. For 

tlu-ir own t<t:"lfi~h ends the~· wi~h to see the w}l( .. le world desolate and 
ruitJt~d. Fr·•.otu tl.eir ign<•l-ance they do nut knvw and see what wuuld 
tend tu their la~ting C"\•lldut:t." In other letters Le alousc:d Lis unruly 

~ulojeds in Ulllnt:'a~un·d tenus, and ap]JtOalt>d to the G(•fer·nrueut to gire 

},im ritlt:'~ aud amruunition in ordt:'r that l1is t"t"gula.r army ruight be 
e~ual to ht:'}Jiu~ tl1e peace. 

After tl,is nothing furtlu•r "·as hard of the ..!mir in eonnt-t'tic)n 

"lll·ith tl1e fh•Utier (•ptrati@s, aod it may loe said at Olll""e that thNu;;h· 
out the rt-rnaindt-r of the fighting the Amir aJhtrtd honouJ-al·ly to the 

attitude he had takt-D up. Nothing further remain~ to be said there• 

fore on this ht-ad except a "Word ahout the Si]..ah Salar. Beyond all 
rt-ai'(•Jlal,)e duul•t General Ghulam Hydt-r C(•Dtin

1
ut-d ~1·etly tAl urge 

tl1e Omhai and Af1-iliis to remain in arms, lout hi;s ac-tioa W3.i dtarly 
rc•ntrar~· t<) tl1e line c•f policy taken l•y his master, and tl1e Sipah Sala.r 
wnuld no d •• ubt },aw loetn Clllled tu a('Cvllllt l1ad he not loetn in a pt.;;i

tiun to d .. fy tlu! Amir owiug to his intluen(·e over the tn .. :.ps and tribta
IJJt'll in the Jdlalal111d di8trict. 



CH:lPTER riit. 

CROS.SISG THB IU.llAYA.-THX C.l.M'CRX .!SO .ABHOOSliEST OF D.\RGAI, 

Br the beginning of Odober the concentration of the troops composing 
the Tir"h Fit~ld Force was in full swing, and the tril..t~slllen now bt•gau 
to l"ralil!e to the full the mt>aning t•f the pl'tparativllil meua,·iug tlat>m. 
An urgt'nt jiryah. of the Orakzai and Afriui:~ wa:~ l11:ld at Bagh, in Tirah, 

at which it was dl;)(!illed that unle<'fl an .alTangemeut coulJ be made 
•ith the Government of India to include all l!l:'ctions of the two main 
tribes in an amnesty, attacks should be made concurrently on the 
Kurram, the Samana and Jamrud. The Charukannis, Zaimukhts and 
Ali:>lu;J-.tai of the Kurram country were nut reprel:!ented at the jirga~, 
but the Tirah :\.lidherzai at~nded. An oath was takl!n on the Eo• an 
that if an.v inilividual tribe.or section shuuhl come to an nndt'I"Stand
ing with the Gon~~nment that did not include all the uthet'll, that dau 

shvulJ b.! pablidy anathematised as enemies of l~lam. All the same 
the Khauki Yalley Orakzai, 11·lw IHld bt,•n giving us so much trouble 
on the Sawana, beca¥le considt'I'I\uly less pugnaciuus, and bdore \'ery 

long all uf thew were asking to be allowed to make their :Jubmi~~iun, 

J•romi~ing to surrender all lvut and Gon:~mment ritles. The )fislttill 

al:!O wadll humble 1alaam1 ·and otlt·red our trovv:~ a free JliiS>l'l!;t 

through tht~ir territvry. But at thill late stage tlae tribes hall tuo 
mu~h to answer for :no reply wa.~ returned to their overtures, Ueneml 
Y tatman-Bi,;gs especially declining to treat with tl..e enemy while 

tlu•y still had raiding patties out on the Samana hat'aslling our outpi,sts. 

But the :Ku.bat Pa.;;.s trik.:lmen had behaved well, and they now cu11tiuued 
impassive, causing u.s no annoyance during the march of the seveml bri

ga.de.s from Khushalgarh to join Sir William L(Jckhart. The .Adam 
.Khds on the one hand and the Jowah1 on the other refused to ohey the 
t'l.hurtatiun.s uf the Mullah Saiad A.khar to juin in the so-calledjehad, ami 

c-.mJully rtfmind frulll nwlellting the advancing columns. The la.;t 

warch into Kubat, through the pa;;s, was inJ~t:d sutfideutly trying with

out t~e a,J,litivn uf h<....;tilitie:~ ; a..i no pro~r ruad ~xL.;ted, and thl.'re was 

only a rvugh pel,Lly track, abo.ut 19 milt:! lung from .Aimal Chahutra, 

the la>t halting-pla..::e kfure Kuhat. 

On the lOth O.:t••l:H:r Bdga.}i.:r-General Hart's column ;mired at 

K .. !,at; neit day Bri,;aJi;:r-G.-n~ral K~mp~lo'J;~ tolumn ruill'•:la~tl in ; 



anJ tl1e day aftet· lhat I:dgadiet·-Geneml Westmacott's column emerg
cu fluut the),,,,;; pa~!;. From Kohat the troops war~;heJ tv :Shinawat·~ 
w :~~~•·e th~y ~twJ with thdr faces to the no1tll ready to march upon 
th~: SaUlaua as .;ova as the Sappel's anJ Piouet!l'S shuulJ have pl'epal·ed 

the way. 

Un tl.e 7th Octohet·ajir.ua'• wae held at Kandi Mishti in tlreKhanki 
Yall·~Y of the ir'l'e~•>lute l'lli~htis, Sheikans, Abkhels and :Mulla Khels 
wlw lta~l come acru~~ the SaiUpagha Pass fur the puq)()se. The A1khds 
UJ•lm~iJ~d the Mi~hth! fur ltavin~ gi,·en in w the Sirkar, and the l\fishtis 
deuieJ this, 1ut adlllittcd they diJ not want to fight. A bigger ji• gal• of 
tit~ Ul'akzai trilJes was hdd on the lOth UctoOt!l' at which it. was decided 
to hoh.i tilt! Salllpagha Pa.Sll a;;<1inst Ucnc1al Luckha.rt'll aJ\auc~:. 

Un the Wth of the Mouth the UIUila.h .SaiaJ Akba.t· again issued Lis 

war oi'Utl':S, in which I!Ulllcthing likl:! a tactical uispo~itiun of Lit~ available 

fun:!!~ wa:; appareut. Thus the Kuki and Zakl..a Kht:l~ of the .l:lazar and 

Kh,1 bel' distlids w~:re w LolJ Ali MusjiJ road; the Zakka Khds of the 

Hu·a Valle~·, th·e Sipah, KaLUar, Akaaud thi:! Ga>turi Kltd~ were given the 

Bara t·uutt:; whiltJ the Kamb.lr, Malikdin, Zakka and .ldam Kht!li! of the 

MaiJan were to eo-operate with the Umkzai in d~feudiug the Tirah paS<ies 
fa.:iug the Samana Hauge. Tue claus were al1;0 to gire lllutual aid when· 
net· llcct"ssity might arise. It was thus plain t~at Sir Willialll Lock
J,art's advance wuulJ be opposed at the 8aLUpagha all(). other passes 

lc<~Jiug i11tu the Rajgul and hlaida.u Valleys. The Salllpagl1a Pass, it 
lllay btJ explaiued, leads direct from the Khanki Yalley, a11d the ap· 
J'l\oal'h w it is faidy ea.~y. The late Culund .Mason rt:connoitrcd almost 
to the tup uf the vass during the Mitanzai Expeditions of 1891, so 
that our truups '.l·uuld march uver gru•md whidJ. haJ ken illa!J.{A!d uut 
tu a certai11 exkut and would }Jl'est!Ut no gl'~:at ditliculties. '!he }Jil:Sil 

ca11 IJe tumeJ ou tithtr tlank, and it was dt)a.r that l.llany thousands of 
tril>c~Uli:'U would 1e l'c'iuircd w LulJ it even fur a t>hUl't time a•·ain~t 
the fur~:e whi..:h Sir Wtlllalll Lockh:ut would 1e aLl~: to Ll'ill" t: 1ear 

0 

\II l~t~n once he had concentrated Lis two dir~iuns in the K!Janki Yalley. 

Tlu:: SiUJijJa0ha iz; almost due north of OUl' liue of fvJ'ts on the Salllana, 

a11d it wa11 appareutly iutetlllcd w funu the left uf the eUt!llly's liue of 
J~:f~u,e, tht! l'ight 1·estiug on thtl _\rhant,'3 Pa.&~, scn~n or eight wilts 
ll\\a)', 'l'il1s lattd' !Ja...S again was ~><~.iJ to !Jean easy OUt! fvl' !Ja~:k• 

lllJIIJ•al:;, Lut ll h.AJ llt\'d' lx~:n hxvlluviu·d. Uu~:e our tl'w}..s cr~J it 
the ~><JIIlit~:lll \all,·~ 11 vf Tirah, the suwl.ller li ua.rtt:r.s vf tllc .HriJ.is, 
\\vu!J l1e k11~atlt tla:lu, auJ alwvt>t iu1WtJiatdy ::;u· Willilull Lockhart. 
\\ vulJ k iu lh~: I.e .All v! ~l11: triLal ~o:vuntry, ii ail weut 11 tl.l; ivr t4t 



distances to be traver8ed from the Khanki Valley are short., the ran~es 
of hill~ guarding Timh on the south being within one march from the 
left bank of the Khanki River. 

To follow the actual opemtions. On the 11th October a wotking 

patty on the Chagru Kotalroad over the Samana consisting of Pioneers, 
Sappers and l,OOCI Punjab coolies was tired on by the enemy, of whom 
Vt:r~· large number~ were disclosed near the village of Dargai. Fortu
nately General Yeatman-Bigg8, who had gone down a spm· from 
Gulistan in force that morning on a reconMiss.1nce, was close at hand, 

and he quickly urought his guus to bear on the assailants who there· 
upon retired, anrl thll forct! retur~ed to Fort Lockhart that evening with 

no ca8ualties. Rerorts were afterwards brought in that the los:;es of 
tlu: tribesmen in this little bru::~h .were very heaq. One of the surest 

testl:l of the success of an action wat1 whether thtl troops w~rtl followed up 
dllring the return to camp, and in thi:~ imtaace the rear-guards w~re 
left quite unmolt:sted, which went to prove that the ene.my were for the 
nonce thoroughly b~aten otl' .. 

On the 12th M October a covering party of a half-battalion of the 
15th t:iikhs aud the Jhind Infantry on th.: north side of the Kotal wa:~ 

tir~d on a.ndcOlllJ!dled•to withdraw by a force of Uar Orakza.i who predsed 
the r~::tirelllent vigorou~ly. No. 2 JJerajat ~Iountain Battery however 
successfully covet-ed the withdrawal, and the only casualties Wel'e out! 

Jhiud sepoy severdy and one slightly wounded. ..Uter thi:~ the tllt!lllY 

continued alwost daily to annoy our working partie:~ on the Chagru 

K;ota.l road, the colllpltltion of which was essential to a rapid advance of 

the expedi~iouary force. 

Finally on the 17th October Sir Willam Lockhart issu~d ord~rs for 
the furward movelllent, as follows :-'"'n the :Mh Ud•Jbet· the 3rd 
Brig-<\u~, undo:r Brigadier-Uenei·a.l Kempster, with No. 8 ltuuntain Bat· 

tt!ry Ro,l al .Artillery, No. 5 Bum \Jay ltountain Batt~ry, tht! utachiut! 

gun detachlllent anu signallers of the 16th Lanctl'!!, oue squadron llllll 

head-quarters of the 18th lleugal Lancers, ti1e 21st .lladta11 l'ioneus, 

No. 4 Company )!adra:~ Sapper!!, the Sir!llur· Sapper~, and Uurkha 

scouts will ad1·ance on Kho!appa in the Khanki Ya.ll~y, under Gcner<\l 
\\·atuan-lli;;g-~; and on the :!l~t (Huber a culullln, wdcr Colond 

Chaytur, composed of the Northalllpt•Jn Hegiment, the 3Gth Sikhs and 
Xo. 9 :liount.ain :&ttery R~Jyal Artiller~·, will ruove friJru Salllaua to 
the T~lai ~pur, to pruted tl1e ri;;ht flank llf ti1e 3rd llri;;ade mov· 

io.:,: in t1~: Cha,:;tu Y all~:~·· T1tl tl'wJx! JJallleJ al...vve, uudcl' Ucncral 
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y atmaa.Bigga, 'lli1I ltaDd fait &t JOaoran-; aad impnrre tlae road """' 
lbd 'beloW' tW place, Colonel Cayt.or't eoiiiDI.Il &cl'fUCiog Ina TaJai 

. -~ to Donpp&; &Del oia the ame cla.J the l'ellllinder ell the 2Dd Dirilioa, 
II .. the 4th Erigade aacl remaining Ditisional tzoopa, UDder ~ 
. General w eatmacott., wiD adVIDClllrom Shinawui to Xhorappl, u also 
·a wing of the Line of CommU!Wstioa troop~ f• the permanent gan'iul 

• of Khorapt-- .Oa the l!rul October the !ncl Dirilioa ril a.. the 
Xhaok1 RiYII' lbd IWml to .lhangir'b&r aacl eatftnch for the Digbt., 
ucl the w Ditisioa win m&rcla from Shin&nri to Xhonppa. Oa 
the 131-d. October the 2ncl Din.ioa wiD acln.aee to the· 'tid.oitt Or 
Gbandaki aacl entrench for the-Dight., ud the L1t Dirision adftllel tO 
Xhugirbar. A wing of the me of Comanmit.atioa tnopa1rill acltue~ 
lrom Shlu....ri to Khorappa QD. the Dmt date, u ,m.-t prrieoa.' 
Otaenl y eatm.ua-Bigga aeoompaaie~~~ the 3rcl Brigadt Oil the~'!' . ~: 

~ ~ ' , ~ .... I ' • • 4 

· It bu beeJa meatioaecl that the wwkiDg putr Oil the Chagra Kobl 
. nacl had bt!ea rePew&1 int.erferecl with b7 puties of tn"beamea toming 

from the clirectiDa of Dupi, ' 'rilla.ge oa. the SamiM Range we& of 
0.agra Kotal It 'ftl DOW determined to paniah tJaeAie tn"be&. and it Wll 

' am.ngecl thU Sir Pcnrer Paim.er, who eomlllll.lldecl aft the troope oa the-
• Lia.e of Communieatiou. mould for thii purpoae haft tb ll'oopa of the 

W DivLiola teiUporitii.J aDder~ ordera to eo-opente with the troop~ 
.. alftad.J w·" Shin&wlri. lli • necearr here to· &tt.~ to u~ 
p1a.ia. though it ill di11icult; to dD 10 elearly, the llli1ita;r.r geograph1 of the 
groaDd_ which wu deatiaed to be the lll'liiW of tlae ~ imporianfildioa 
fough' during the Whole cunpaip. · The 1illa.,ae ell Dargai lies oa the 
aortba-a aide ol a p1ateu: lbd from this plat.eq a Y., atMp aod -.now· 
lplU', lracluaU1 pwiag Ia ltMp. rua don to a Yillage ·• (]Jagra 
Eotal.. Tbil tillagt illlituted 011. a lllli01t: Jl«k • addle frona. which· 
the.I'Oid ~"Hi 1011th to Shin&...,.;, G JDilel c1i.ataDt, udiaa mona, leis 
aortLm1 climtioa into the Xhanki v.ne1 to Xbcnpp~. '1'hia addle, 
though IW"Nw, il a loa: ODe, aacl at. the other ~ after the 1014 falhJ 
into the Chgn V Iller, • the aorthen. litLl, ill aaolJlei. ·.mage nDed 

• Kam& n.... · Frooa llama nu to Dlrgai , 't'eit:f lteep, ~&cm1 1ad 
. aarrow IDOUiltaUa tnek ,..,. ap the spur to DargU rid.ll'l\ lbGitl.J Oil ~ . 

DOrihetlu ell the apur uc1 wen .-'fie .. uc1 &.re ~na the tn"be.aea 
WdUac the met oi the pJataa. yhQ Oil the a.agna Xotal aide il ~ 
pncipitooa aacl ebel"' ptlr an1 • ~ west.tn w t..ru.J aide. • 
&MatJa t1 the Darpi p1a.t.U a ""fiUgfa aacl broba lpV truck~ 
toal!t don toW'I.rd.t Sbiaaftl\ the IUUilit. of thilapur ......,.m•ndill1 
the Dupi ride- ud ...... -

( .· . 
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The gl'nl'ra) idea of the operations ordPred b~· Sir William Lockhart 
was that Brigadier-fleneral Kt>mpster's Brigade and some of the Divi
sional troops of the 2nd Division, and al~o the 3t·d Sikhs of the bt 
nivi:~ion, 2nd Bl'ig<~lle, the whole undet• the command of Sir Power 
l'almer, should start at 4 A.M., ascend this long ~pur and appear 
on the right flank and rear of the l>;u·gai position. This position 
had been artificially strengthened by sang'•l'' or stonework~, and 
to take it in front by the one narrow path approaching it would have 
been an almo;~t impos::~ible task if it had been strongly and resolutely 
heiJ. lf, on the other hand, a frontal attack by another column 
from the direction of Chagnt Kotal aml l\Iama Khan under the 
rommancl of Brig<ldicr-General W estmarott WN'e threatened ancl made 
strongly demonstmtire, there was ev~ry cltance that the enemy's 

'attention might be- distracted and General KempstPr's Brigadt• allow
ed to execute its advance to some extent unp('rceived, aml cut 
in on the tribesmen either in flank or when retreating. Presumably 
it was intended that the ft·ontal . attack should, if it was to be 
merely demonstrative, at ~II events wait for the flank attack to 
develope, but so ·difficult was the country which Bdgadiet·-General 

I 

Kempster's Brigade advancing to make thit~ turning mowment 
haJ. to tt·avet'Se, that at 12 noon, though the column had startell 
at 4 A.M., there were to signs of it app<went from the Samana Suk, 
wht>nce Sir William Lockhart anJ. his Sta.tfwet·e watching the operations. 
Nor indet>tl is this to he wondet•ed at, for the crr~t of the hill along 
which Gen('ral Kemp~trt' had to adrance was a series of precipitous 
~;put'l'l, to crown which wa.~ almost an impossibility, and many ba~gage 
animals canying ammunition were lost owing to their falling ovet' the 
ditf. So razot·-like in shape were the crests of these kills that it was 
quite impos..~ible for even a mountain battery to come into adion. 
As nry few of the enemy were in evide-nce about the Dargai ridg~, 
Brigadier-General Wt>stma.cott (commandin~r the column whieh was 
to ct·eate the di\·ersion in front for the henefit of General Kempst~l') 

dt>citled on making his attaek without waiting for Brigalliedlt•neral 
Kt!mp!itt-r'~ flank attaek to devi'lope. Bri;,mdii'r-General Westmarott lmJ 
uwler hi;; orders two mountain hattedei!, No.9 ~Iouutain Battf'ry Royal 
Ar·tillt>r)· (Major R·,wd_r) and Xo. 5 Brmtbay Mountain Battt-r·y under 
C'apt1in de But til, al;;o the King'~ Own :X'Ottish Borde!'E'r~, the North· 
ampton Regim;;nt and the 1-3r·d Gurkha Rifles. The remaining regi
ment uf Brigadier-General 'Vestmacott's Brigade, the 36th SikhM (who 
LaJ rect>ntl~· come prominently under Mtif•e for thF-ir gallant d.-ft·nce nf 
Fvrt Gulistan un•lt>r ~Iaj .. r lJt-s Yl)::nx au.l their t•~nally gallaut though 
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unRuccessful defence of 'Fort Samgheri) wet·e t·etaincd fur the day at Fort 
Lockhart, for the contingency might adse that Ful't Lockhart itself 
wuulJ. be attacked if all the garrison except the half-battalion 2-2nd 
OUI·kltas were withdt·awn. Fot' this reason then the 36th Sikhs wet·e 
not aule either on the 18th or again on the 20th to take pat·t in the 

opet'ations against Dargai. Thus with tht·ee battalions and two Moun
tain B~tterieli Royal Artillet·y at his disposal the task lay before General 
Westmacott of captul'ing the D~tt·ga.i ridge, with the possible, but in these 
precipitous rl'gious far from certain, assititauce of the flanking column 
couuuandeJ by General Kempstet'. 

About 9 A.M. the two mountain batteries opened fire on the 
lhtrgai ridge and on the point more e~pecially where the precipitous 
path iM seen to cross the ridge, at a range of about 1,800 yards; whilst • 
the infantry, with the exception of two companies Northampton 
Ht>gimcut, who remained as escort to the guns, pt·essed forward to the 
,·illagc of ~lama Khan. The enemy meanwhile appeared in small num
hm graduitlly' increa.~ing from the direction of nargai village, and fired a 
few ~<hot.'! at 9·30 on the iufautt·y now in and behind ]J:ama Khan village. 
The iufantt·y, covered by the gt·ounJ and avoiding the path which 

lay on the enemy's side of the spur, advanced slowly along the precipi
tous hillside, the l-3rd Gurkhas leading, the Kil1g's Own Scottish Hot·· 
flet·ers in second line, and the six companies Northampton Regiment in 
third line, till they reached a saddle with a few fir trees on it about half
way between Mama Khan and Dargai, and in advandng beyond which 
th<.'y must come undct• the enemy's fire. About 11 A.M. the infantry 
opened fit·e from het·e, anJ. the guns, which had temporarily ceased lit·e, 
joined in ag<tin.• Thence the Gurkhas, led by their Colonel forty yards 
alu~ad of ert!rybody elst:>, advanced by rushes ft•om one coign of vantage 
w another, covet·ed ft·om the rear by infantry fire and forming up where
{1\'er any dl·ad ground gave them breathing time for a fresh a.J.vance. 
The King's Own Scotti~h BorJeret·s meanwhile, in the seeond line, 
were rapidly del'reasing the di~tance between themsel\'es and the 
Gurkhas and straining every nerve to reach the sururuit simultane
ously. The 800 yuds stat't the Gurkhas had, however, was not, on 
such ground and with soldiers bO accust'.4 med to hill warfare as the 
Gurkha..;, easily regained ; and befot·e they could quite eatcl1. them 
up the ll·ading Gul'kha company, 1·31'd Gurkhas, with Lieuteuant 
Bt'ynon, Distl'id Statf Olfi~:er, at their head, t•evolver in hand, were 
st't'n to be t·llpiJly a..~..:ending in single file the rough staircase {rather 
t.ha.u path) leading up oHr the <:rest, while the remainder of the 
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r~gimrnt and the King's Own Scottish Borderers followed clo~c bchinrl. 
This Indian file assault was magnificently canied out, and although as 
II. matter of fact the enemy offered little or no resistance at the last 
moment, they lldplit for all the troops below knew have been assemult~tl 
in large numuers behind the cre~t, and as soon as th~ artillery fire 
ceased, which it would necess..uily do as the infantry approached the 
crest, they might have poured in such a fire as to rend~r ;my approach 
in single file an absolute impossibility. But no such fear daunted 
the Gurkhas and the po8itbn was gallantly canied. Dargai village 
was soon in tl<Wles, and its fortifications destroyed, and the Narik Suk 
hill, which dominates the Dargai village and l'idge, crowned. It was 

about 12 noon when the Dargai crest was crowned; and the enemy, nut 
. awaiting the assault, had just begun to clear off when Brigadier-General 
Kempster's column with Sir Power Palmer, was seen slowly advancing 
with euormou~ difficulty. . The losses sust<dned by General W e~tnut· 
cutt's Cultimn in the dit·ect attack were 2 killed and 14 wottn1letl iu the 
l-3rd Gurkhas, and 1 killed and 5 woundt:d in the King'~ Own Scottbh 
Borderers. 

I 

So difficult was the country over which General Kemp~tee~ force 
had had to advance, that it had been foulld necessary to se)ld back to 
Shinawari every mul\1' and retain only clhooly-bearers and stretcher~. 

General Kempstcz;s Column joined General W estmacott's Cvlumn on 
Dargn.i height about 3-10 r.M., having had in the meantime to Leat otf 
an attack of several thousandi! of the enemy. The advance in the 
face of this opposition was splendidly carried out, and undtmlJtedly it 
was this turning movement which, though hidJen by interveuing heights 
from the view of General W e5buaeott, nevertheless( made the way 
easy for the charge of his 3rd Gurkhas, the enemy having lost heart as 
General Kempster swept slowly but irre~istiuly onwards. Tlli~ turning 
movement in the teeth of a powerful foe moreover was so cleve!'ly 
e:It>cut~d that only two or three casualties (among the )-2nd Gurkha~) 
occurred throughout the whole march to Dargai. But Genern.l Kerups
ter's force had more work cut out for it before the day was over. 
Just all ho began to ruake arrangements for returning to Shina· 
wal'i 11id Chagru Kota.~ the retreatinJ enemy receiv~d reinforcements 
of ab?ut 8,(}00 Afridis from the Khanki Valley and thereupon halt•;rl 
anJ faced ab•Jut. The retur~ to Shinawari tid C'hagru Kotal in the 
face of such ovi!rwhehuin~ .aumbers, with daz·kne~3 growing rapidly, 
wailllo ruo;,t difficult ali\l dangerou~ operation: but so well CfJUt:civcd 
Wtl't' Gl.'ueml K~lli}J~to.:l'~ di"P'J~ti•JIJ~, Sl• aJmiralJI~: the lllauntr iu 
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w),idt the troop~, hoth BritiRh and nati-re, cal'l'i£d them out, and so great 
the a<:.;i,tance aff<Jrded by the mountain artillery both from Cltagtu 
Kotal and the Samana Suk, that the enemy did not dare to press an 
nttack home, and after Chagru Kot:al the return to Shinawari was pt'aC• 
tically unmuletit~d. But unfortunately during the }lreceding stage in 
the rdir~ment-in coming down the hill between Dargai and Chagru 
Kutal-the losses, with the enemy swarming on the heights above, 

were consideraule: the Gordons had .Major R. D. Jermings-Brarnly 
killed and Li~utenant M. L. Pears and 14 men wounded, while the 15th 
Siklts had 3 killed and 11 wounded. These two curps were coYering 
the l'etirement and hence their hea¥y losse~. The 3rd Sikhs had 
also 1 wounded and the l-2nd Gurhkas 1 killed and 4 wounded. 

Dut, on the other hand, as already stated, the enemy had been so 
s~Yerely puni~hed that they had not the courage to attempt to follow 
up the column when General Kem8pter1 following the lead of General 
We~tmacott, marched ba(;k to IIead-quarters, and not a shot was 
tired on the ~ear-guard, even in response to a farewell volley from 
the troops. 

As the abanJonment of Dargai, after it had once been captured, 
has been se\·erely commented upon by some military. critics, it i8 as 
wdl to gi,·e here, for what they may be worth,•the reasons suggest.sd 
"hy Sir Powe1· Palmer did not deem it ad,·isable to retain possession of 
tlu~ p<\~ition. Yery large numbers of Afddis, attracted by the sound of 
tl1e firing-, were hurrying up from the Khanki Valley; added to which 
the h'\JC•ps were without watN·, without food and without warm clothes, 
:lllllmu8t ha,·e suffeted severely if they had bi\·oucked for the night 
uuf~·l and unpr~eded on the inclement heights. But seeing that to 
al,aud .. n the po~itiun meant that it would have to be taken all over 

ag-ain two days later when the main adrance of the expeditiunary 
fur~~! wa;~ to take place, it was cel'taiuly very uufo1·tunate that when 
l':lj'l\ll'l'J \•n the 18th Odober it could not be retained. It is but fair 
lll'W~H·r to quote, even at the risk vf repetition, the words of the 
l'iu11rers1 Spedal Correspo~deut at Dargai :-" Great as the tactical 
nuJ htrategi~:al advantage of such a rett:ution would have been, clothing, 
firewood and sup1Jlies fur tired trovps at a height of ove1• 6,000 feet 
art' au aLsulute new;~ity, and if this was true in regard to the Eur•pean 
t''"'l~, it al•l'li~:J with ~till gt·eatt:r force to tLe sepoys.n Retirement 
th.-n •·u :::hi11awati l'id the Chagtu Kutal wa.s o1·Jer~J, and the bt-avdy. 
w un IH:igl.ts t•f hu;:ai were aLanduued fur tl1e time to the enemy 
"IH•, tii'Jt1;;lJ tllvluuo:hly l.....:<1kn, w~:ro: ~h:nr CUOJU_:;h tv }x:r~:cire wh<~t 
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a splenllid stroke it would be to return at once to the occupation of thi::~ 

really impregnable position in stronger fvrce than ever, and so re-impo~~ 
upon our tt·oops the heaYy task of once again s~·aling tho~e a11ful slopes 
in the face of a deadly baillltol·m of bullets. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

TBE RE·CAPTtR£ OF IJARGAI-GALLANTRY OF THE GOitDOliS. 

Oll the 20th Od;;,ber Gent>ral Y eatman-Biggs was instructed afresh 
Ly Sir William Lockhart w adrance with the 2nd Di\·illiun, cou~isting 
of the 3rd Brigade under Brigadier-General Kempster and the 4th 
Bri~rade und.:r Brigadier-General W estmacott, rid C'bagru Kotal to 
Khorappa, in the Khanki \'alley. It was in the execution of this order 
tiJ;Lt the memoraL!e capture of the Dargai heights was carrieJ out fur 
tlu! second time. In the calm and critical reflection whkh has suc
ceeded the fir'l.'t outburst~ vf enthusiasm at this fine ft:at vf arms, it lw 

ken questiuned lJy some military men ,·hether there was any real 

n~e~ity to take Dargai at all ; CJr at least whether the tactical dis
advantage of allowing the enemy to remain in (!('Cupation <of the crest 
could pussiLly have led to such a sad CIX•p of casualtii.'S u the Gordon 

Hig-hlanders, the Durset.shires, the 2nd Gurkhas and the 3rd Sikhs 
sutr.-.·ed in atta("king an all lJut impr·egnaule position. • The road 
from Shinawari (Sir William Lockhar-t's adnmce ba.se in the Miranzai 

Valle)·) to Khut-appa on the Khanki Rirer ruus•through the valley of 
Chagru Kotal, and thi~ nllt'y is "ab.iulut.ely domina red" (a.s some oon
t.:nd) or" O\'d·looked from a d.i~Jt.ance" (a.s othet'S prefer w des..:rik it) 
<•n the west by th~ Dargai r·idge anJ the !\arik Suk. The musketry 
rang~ so fa.r as triLalmult'.itativn w&S cvn.:erned wa..~ certainly a wry 

lung one, n.r)·ing from about 3,000 up w about 1,000 ~·at~ and the 
a1 ~lllllt'Ht whid,'luls bttn r-aii~c:J. is that with a nil-posted flank dt'fence 
<•II the Samana Suk no mere mu$ketry fire at such a range upon 
tn~'l~~~ mard1ing hecdlt'>Sii of it through the vallt'y lklow could hare 
\ ... "'u so Jestrudiw u the point \.lank \·ollt"ys which the enemy pom·ed 

out at Ji><tatWt'S up to 300 yuJi! when Dargai crest was assault.eJ. 

It will \~(! r.-membet·...d that wht'n Dargai was captured two dayil 
t•rt\ ivusly, tl1e ftx•ntal att.at·k L~· General W eo.twat'()tt's Bri~rade Lad 
t ... ,.n mr•t-t or lt'»S com\.inl"d with a turning movement by General 

Krrup.•kr's Bri:;aJe; but on the prt-sent ()C("8.Sion <•nly a frontal attadc 

f•,·ml1,a~ru Kt•tal was made, 111d that ak•ng almost the identk>al""ute 
11 hi,·h Grn('l"<~l W .:stmll('(ltt had f(•llo.-ed. Const>qut'ntly the tl'il>ti>men 

lHHin!! tl1t> t·i,l;ft> 11·.:-re enaLlcd, th•)ugh fortunat.:ly tht'~' JiJ not k.nvw 

• s., \\ tlham L<r~lo&t1'• O'an "l·iuiua 011 this poi11t •ill lJt' folllid eapreeo.N ia hii 
Dc-l'lld.tn. J.>uW'''""t.., e.n AJ.>JA"'>lll. 
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it., to gh·e all thl'ir attention to this one 11\ope whieh owing to the rug· 

gedncss of the ground c~uld not be properly a~eended in regular 
formntion by asMulting parties, but hall to be scrambled over as the 
assailants best coulll In the result the action was the severest Ht'l' 

fought on the north-west frontier since the Am bela. Campaign, nearly 
200 Oflil:ers and men being either killed or wounded within six hours. • 

Serious rui the casualties were, they might have been still heavier if 
the whole of the enemy lH\d concentrated their undivided atten· 
tion on the holding of Dargai from the Chagru Kotal side. But by a 
very fortunate circumstance it so happened that they had been led to 
apprehend a repetition of Sir Power Palmer's tactics of the 18th Octo bet·, 
and under this belief felt obliged to make preparations for a flank attack, 

• thus weakening their powers of resistance against the frontal attack-
the only attack actually delivered. Major Bewicke-Copley and Mr. 
Donald, Politieal Officer, had told some pretended fdencllies, who WHe 
really the enemy's spies, as a. dead secret that an attack on the right flank 
of Dargai village formed a ~ertain part of General Yea.tman-Biggs's 
}•lan of operations,,and this of course ensured the "secret" being canied 
to the tribal forces crowning Dargai. It was evident all through the 
subsequent fighting that such a turning movement was seriously 
apprehended, as lat·ge•numbers of the foe were visible from the Sa mana 
S11k aW<liting attack far away on the right flank, where two days 
previousl.Y General Kemp~tees Brigade had appeared; and thi8 di\·bion 
«•f forces greatly lighteneu the otherwise almost impossible task uf 
taking the crest direct from Chagru Kotal. The tribesmen, however, 
were in a fine fighting mood and full of nlour, for they lmd mi~eon· -
strued the abandonment of Dargai after its capture ,on the 18th of 
():toLer: frontier ruen habitually regard any movement which is not 
in the nature of a direct advance as an acknowledgment of deft•at. 
They l.ad ad,litional reason to be JJ!ucky, for theit• aggregate strength on 
thi:~ ~casio'n was computed at 20,000, and tl1ey were almo~t entirely 
}H'ote·~t~cl from our guns l>y rocks, which indeed W<lS the rea~on why 
the position could not Le captured otherwi:~e than by a hand-to-hand 

a.:s'lault. 

G~ner-al Ye;lhmn-Big-~'1 marched ont of Shinawari at 4-30 A.X. on 
the ;!r)th Cktol>t'r, and on fiuiling the ent-m)· in ~trength on Dargai ritlge, 
;::we Eri:;\<lier-General Kemp,t~r the simple Lut weighty urdt!r to 
"take the P'''ition." Genemr K.:mp.~ter at once attatked the ridge 

• Jt \\ill t.- ;....,n frum the ()lfkial ["•!Jil!o-h('>l puhli<hNI at the Pull of thii _\'.,Jume 
Otd Sir\\ illllilll L>ckltart cntid•t"< uni.,· .. ur..hly tilt Ia< -ties atlt•ptrd t.y lier:ernl \tatma11· 
B;,;~;, auJ munvrcr am· w. tllat tll•y ,.,.,.., nut hllll.~nr<lan~'C witb loi> expre<seJ wi>lle~. 
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with the 1st Rlttalinn 2nd Gurkhas in advance, the Dorsetsl1ire Regi· 
ment in ~t1pport, the Ded•.'·8hit'e Hegiment (w·om the First Di,·ision) in 
re:;erve, and the Gonion Highlandd-s with the maxim guni in rear. It 
was nut originally intended that t.he Gordons should take a leading 
part in the a..~sault, and the task at first allotted to them was w 
a~~i~t the a~saulting party by long-range volleys from Mama Khan. 
Further support Wlls accorded w the ad\'ance by No; 8 Mountil.in 
Battery at 1,800 yards, by tfte Northamptonshire Regiment, by No.9 

Mountain Batt~ry well posted on the Sarnana Suk, and by No.1 Kohat 
Mountain Battery and the 3rd Sikhs (from the First Di>ision). 

At 9-30 u1. the enemy opened fire from the ridge, and at 10 .ur. 
our guns re~ponded, continuing at work almost incessantly up to 2 P.M. 

The guns on the Sa.tuana Suk ha.d the exact range, which was 3,300 yanls, 
and their shells were repeatedly seen bursting just onr the Dargai 
cre~t. At 10-30 A.M. the infantry openeJ. fire, and a few miuut<>s 
latt>r the leading wing of the 1st Battalion 2nd Gurkhas succeeded in 
reachin~ a wooded spur half-way between Mama Khan and )}argai. 

Beyond this the enemy's fire was most deadly, and further ad\·ance 
was impo:;siLie until the artillery could inflict greater' damage upon the 
enemy and shake their position. A tta.cLed to the 2nd Gurkhas and keep· 
in~ pace with the foremost companies werf' Lieu~na.nt Tillard and his 
scuut.s of the 1st Battalion 3rd Gurkhll..q, and these men played a 

proruiuent part at this stage. The upward route beyond the wooded spur 
~;hdt.edng the ad,·anced wing of the 2nd Gurkhas ran across a bar·e 
slot~e aLout 100 yards in extent, on which the watehful enemy was 
l'~'''Jlat't>d t.o direct an all-exterminating fit•e at about 300 yards range. 
Not hin~ J.Hmt .. d, howewr, Lit>uknant Tillard and his scouts ttnd thtl 
ldt win;:: of tl1~ :!ud Gurkhas, led by Lieutenant-t~lontl Tta\·en;, 
t ';tpl:lin X uric (Adjutant) and Captains ~Iaciutyre aud Bower (attaA:h.::d) 

lh-•h .. J out fr,lm Ahl'lkr au\1 maJ.e a desperate 1·ush across the expr1stJ 
~>1"1'" for tht! lll'Xt Lit of cover. Every ritle from the crest abuve Wll..i 
protuptl,r ai:ned at the da1·iug Laud and 30 men fdl dead or wounJeJ, 
tl~t·ir t.Ji .. s of cuut·se haviug to be ltft on the ground. Not t.o be 
out<l"ut>, the ri_:.:l.t wing of the 2nd Gttrkhas followed suit slwrtlv 
afl<t wa.1 Js, auJ it 11·~ here that Major Judge, was shot Jea..l Tit~ 
l;tukh;UI were now prowcted by CO\'er again; but for aJJitioual 
lr""i"" to reiufon:e then4 now that the enemy realized that th.,ad
\ance ~,,.,.r what wa.i with stt>rn truth terwed the "dath·z.)uo::" 
lt.tAI ~\'l·j,,u~ly lov;.:uu, \\'a.i dvulAy ditlicult a.ud lll'a.i fvl' lung niuly 
all<lll!·lnl, l~·tlt !..1 tl11~ I•t·l·l·ll~hite:'i &hd the Vetl·_r~L.ires. Caj•l;tiu 
W. H. .!..IIJ.v!J vf tht .IJvr~d . .,L.itc:~ \\d.:i bt~;ll loy tL.t lJwl..L..&.-. ill 
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front suddenly to spring up, and calling out heroically 11 Come on 

'E' Company !" he fell, ,dangerously woundell. Lieutenant llewit~ 
of the t~ame regiment, undismayed by the slaughter he had witnessed, 
led a whole company forward and every man drop.ped in his tracks 
dead or wounded, be alone of the whole company getting across to 
cover, l1is elbow being just grazed l1y a bullet. Occasionally after 
tl1at single men from both the Derbyshires and the Devonshires still 
ran the teiTible gauntlet; but for either regiment to advance in a 
body for the purpose of helping the 2nd Gurkhas to deliver the 
final as..'lault wasl\n impossibility until the guns had played with better 
effect on the position, and until further strong reinforcements were 
available. Meanwhile the situation was becoming serious. For more than 
two hours onlookers below and from the adj<\Cent heights anxiously 
contemplated the probability of. a retirement, and all that such an 
event would mean; and the later the hour grew the more urgl'nt it 
became to bring the action to a speedy end by a successful c~up de main, 

It was then that the Gordon Highlanders and the 3rd Sikhs were 
ordered up, and it was arra'nt:,ted that for three minutes before they 
advanced over thl, exposed slope every gun-there were 24 in all
llhonld pour a bot fire on to the rid&te. At the proper signal a terrible 
fusillalle was thunderid out by the artillery, and when the mighty roar 
had subsidt!d the Commandant of the Gordon Highlanders, Colonel H. H. 
Mathias, turning with a glowing face to his regiment, ad(lresiled to them 
in an impassioned voice, a speech that has since been ecl10ed and re-echo. 
ed throughout the length and br!"adth of the Briti~h Empire, a ~peP~h 
that thrilled every man who hearJ it :-"The Genera.! says the po~ition 
must be taken at all costs. THE GoRDOY lliGHLAYDERs WILL TAKE IT!" 

Cheering wildly, and with the pipers lustily playing' tl1e slo.r:,ran, tl1e 
bli\ve Highlanders, hesitating not a single moment, dashed forwnrd m 
flliUA~ acl'OM the rata! slope, led with splendi(l en~rgy by the Colonl•l, the 
Adjutant and the Sergeant-)Iajor, at the head of the 1·e~r:imeut and :\lajor 
Duwnman at the bead of the leading company. ..\ sing!tl example will 
suffil-e to show how terribly de-adly was the enemy's fire. Li~ut~naut 

Dingwall ol the G.Jrd•Jni! was hit on his r~vuh·~r, the imp·,ct knuekiug 
him down. Springing to his ft:et again lte wa.'l hit on his arumuuiti"n 
pt•ueh, the Llvw e:tpl•xling the cartr·iJges in,iJ.t:. A third bullet 
irullf~tliAtely afterward~ went throu)!h his coat, and the next mr.nH:nt 

be 11·a.s h1 ice hit un tllll knee. Lieut•~uant Lamont "'M ~l1rJt dea•l, 
lhjur liad..,.an w:t11 J.wgervusly wuurulnl, and )laj•JI' lJutwvan wall 

twi~:e hit vo tlae h~lmd. Two J.tipel'll Wt·r~: killt:J aml tlarce ntlu:t.'l 
wvUuJ.:d. Uu.: Ltro, Pi1.~~:r fiuJ.I.at~:r1 WiLli kn·....:kcd oHa· by a l.Juw l.JU.I.ll 
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hullct which shattered the bone of his leg, yet he sat up on the ground 
and played on until a S(Cond bullet came aM he could play no longer. 

At 3 P.M. the Goruons had gained a. sheltered position at the foot 
of the la8t cliff, and after recovel'ing themselves were ready to combine 
with the 2nd Gut·khas in climbing the precipitous path ahead for the 
tmrpose of delivering the final assault. Led by their Officers, and again 
loudly cheel'ing, the two regiments, with the few daring soldiers of the 
Derbyshire and Dorsetshire Regiments who had managed to get across 
the exposed ~lope, advanced indiscriminately in a procession :the narrow 
}>Rth or saJdle admitted of no other order. But the moral effect of the 
earliet• advance across the death-zone had been too much for the enemy, 
whose fire had already begun to sladeo, and when at 3-10 P.M. this final 
aR~ault was ma,de the beaten tribesmen would not face the onrushing 
proces~ion, but turned tail and fled pt·ecipitately down the hill. For six 
hours the enemy had offl!t'ed a most stubborn resistance, during the 
latter half of the time ambigw1 M at·fe, and the relief at this sudden and 
brilliant termination was intense. But great as is the honor due to 

the Gordon Highlanders and the 2nd Gurkhas, it• has to be said i11 

fairness to the other assaulting troops that until a few minutes 

Lefore the Gordon High~anJers' advance the enemy's position had 
not yet Leen sufficiently shaken by artillery fltt·e. l!Ioreover, at the 
rH'ecise moment when the Gordons rushed forward an ovuwhelming 
\·olley of shells was poured on to the Dargai crest by the guns, which to 
some extent must have interfered with the enemy's fire. 

The casualty list was a sadly heavy one, the number of killed and 
wound~d amounting altogether to 200, e g., four Officers and 34 men 
killt•d, and fi\'e ~flict'l'S and 157 men wounded. The Officers killed were 
Captain C. B. Judge, 2nd Gurkhas; Lieutenant A. Lamont, Gordon 
Highlanders; Lieutenant G. E. White, 3rd Sikhs; and Lieutenant 
W. E. C. Protheroe Smith, Derbyshire Itegiment. The Officers wounded 
Wt'l'e: Captain J. G. Robinson, 2nd Gurkhas (dangerously)*; Captain 
II. T. Amold, Dol'~etshire Regiment; Major F. Macbean and Lieute
nant K. Dingwall, Gordon Highlanders ; and Lieutenant. G. E. White, 
3rd Sikhs (all seriously); Colonel H. H. M~tthia.s, Captain H. P. Uniacke, 
Li\'ut~·nant M. F. M. Meiklejohn, and Lieutenant G. S. G. Ct·awford, 
Got·d,m Highlanders (all slightly), The distribution of the cas~talties 

an~<mg the non-commi~sioned officers audmen was as follows :-Dorset· 
t-l1ire Hegim~nt, B killed, 38 wounded ; Gordon Hil-':hlanders, 2 killed 
and 3!'1 woundL•d ; Detl1yshire Regiment, 4 killed and 8 wounded ; 2nd 
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nurkJraq, 1~ killt•rl and 49 wounded; 3rd Sikhs, 2 killed aml JG wottndt>d; 
3rd Gurkha.~, 2 killed and fJ wounded. 

Jt may be mentioned here that the latt> Captain Charll's Th.·llew 
Jn(lge, of the 2nd (Prince of Wi\les's Own) Gurkh1 Rf'giment, wn~ f,)r· 
medy attll.chl'll to the Leinster Uegiment and Wail appointed to the Indian 
Staff Corps in 1881. lie was Bri1,rade Transport Otlicer in the expedition 
:1gain~t the Hazaras in 1888, being present at the hattie of Kotkai, and 
for his gallantry on that occa~ion wa~ mentioned in cle>1patches He al~o 
Kt>rved in the l\Ianipur Expedition of 18!)1. The late Captain William 
E. I ward Clifton Stuith, CJf the Derbysltire Rt•giment, entered the army in 
11'1'9. After a period of service with the Royal Niger Company in 
A irica, he had recently returned to bis old regiment, and aCl·om· 
1~1nied them to India. The late Lieutenant Alexamlt·r Lmumt, vf the 
Cordons, was born in 18i2, and after being educated at Eton joint.>tl the 
fl01·dons three years and a half ago. He was the second son of Mr. 
James L\mont of Knoekdow, Argyllshire, D.L., and formerly M.P. for 
tl1e Vouuty CJf Bute. He ca~e of a warlike race, 1m1ny of his anee~tnrs 
fiilling by laud 1\,nd sea, a.t Seringapatam, Trafalgar, and Watt'duo. 
Major Forbes Machean, who was wounded, sened with the !J21Hl 
thmugh the .Hgha.n War of 1870-80, and participated in Lord Hollel·ts't~ 

mar~:h to Kandahar.• He aloo took part in the Boer War of 1881. 
Lit'utt'nant Kenneth Dingwall (wounded) joined the 92nd in l8!H, and 
sen·ed with the Chitml &lief Force in 189j, and was among the storm· 
in~ party who took the Malakand Pc~ss in that year. He received a 

medal and clasp for hi.~ services. 

As for the enemy they were completely driven from the hills, and 
retired in confusion down to the Khanki River, thu~ leaving the road 

. throu••h the Cha()'ru Kotal open for the farther advance to Khorappa. 
But i; was too ~te in the day for the 2nd Division with its baggage 
train to move forward, and Gener.U Yeatman-Biggs bivouacked for the 

night on the captured position. 

The next moruin·Y the Divi;;ion marched on to Khorappa unopposed 
t<•gdher with the No;thamptons, the 3Gth Sikhs and N~. 9 Mvtmtain 
Ba.ttd"y P.oyal .!rtillery, and pitched camp about a m1l«:: Hhvrt of the 

Khanki River. 
' 
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CHAPTER X. 

LIFTING THE PURDAH FROM TIRAH. 

AFTF.R the re-c:tptut•e of Dargai on tlte 20th Octoher Sir William Lock. 

hart lo~t no time in pushing forward, his aim being to give the .Afridis 
aHtl Orakza.i no breathing time. Accordingly on the morning fullowing 
the action, the 2tHl Division continued its march across Chagru Kotal 
in the direction of Khor:tppa. The King's Own Scottish Borderers, the 
l>ut·selshit·es aud the Jhind Infantt·y were left behind at Dargai and 
auuut the kola/ jn case of any further hostile demonstmtion from the 

W(•Kt. Sir William Lockhart himsdf, with the troops remaining on the 
F\amana, followed the 2nd Division down to Khorappa, there to establish 
his head-quarters within gunshot of the Khanki R1ve1'1 across which 

the main body of the enemy had retired. 

9n the night of the 21st October· the new camn at Khora.ppa. was 
fil·~d into from across the river by about 8,000 of the enemy, cat-rying 15 
stahd:trds i but a feiV rounds from the guns put an end to the fusillade, 
which was mther fortunate as thet'~ had not y.!t been time enough to 

prepare proper CO\'et•, On the night of 22nd there was more firing into 
camp, and again on the 23rd to a smaller extent, but the damage 'Yas 
principally among animals. The 25th was a very bad night. Firing 

into camp began about 5 P.M.1 and continued more or less without inter. 
mitSSi•m tilllO P.M. Bullets were whistling evtrywhere, and thel'e. were 
some extraordiflary escapes, but unfortunately also a great many casual
titlil. The 1st Dirision had sent a foraging party out that ruoruiug, and 
though they obtained a good d~a.l of forage, the enemy lined the heights 
aW\'e tbtm as they returned, and some thirteen casualties occurred. 
Latet' in the evening there were some 24 sniping casualties among the 
ht Di\'ision, and 10 among the 2nd D!dsion. Ctptain F. F. Badcock 
(lli~tri.:t Staff Officer, 5th Gurkhas), Field Intelligence Officer, was hit 
on the left elbow whil~ sitting at dinner and his arm had unf01-tunately 
w be amputated. Curiously .enough, Captain Badcock was wounded on 
the same arm at the storming of Nilt Fort in the Hunza Nagar Ex
~~ditiun, wher-e he showed great gallantry in leading @. pal'ty of the 

lith Gurkhas afkr the gate of the fort had been blown in by Capt...in 

A)lmt>r. Lieutenant Croker (:Munster Fusiliers), Orderly Officer to 

Bri~:;•adier-General Kemp8tcr, was hit on the right shoulJ~:r, also wLen 
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at dinner, but not seriously injured. Sir William Lockhart himsel£ had 
a narrow escape, for barely,had some gram bags been placed round his 
tent a.~ a protecti•m, wh~n two bullets whizzed through the canva~ and 

· were buried in the grain. On the morning of the 26th October a 
British soldier and six followers were found cut to pieces a few hundred 
yards from the camp. They were so slashed about as to be quite unre
cognisable, but it was presumed they had been ddainecl till late on the 
l'hagru Kutal road and had tried to get into camp after dark. The 
approximate number of troops in camp waa :-1.:\ritil!h 6,400, native 
11,200, followers 17,000, and the animals numbert>d 24,000. 

Tribal attention was plainly concentrated now on the defence of 
tl1e Sampagb~ Pass, for contrary to expectation _no attacks had been 
made on the long Line of Communication from Kohat to Shinawari, 
there l1ad been no hostile demonstration in the direction of the Kurmm 
Valley, whilll on the Peshawar frontier General Hammnnd's column had 
not seen any ~!feat gathering beyond Barn. The Khyber al$o lay 
ne:,:lected, and t.he Zakka Kh~l, who had been told off by the Afridi 
le~clers to watch t]!e road from Jamrud to Ali Mu~jid, had not ap
parently mustered in force. The flo>wer of the Afridi fighting men 

·were' assembled with the Orakzai to defend Tirnh a~ainst the n1ain 

attack, and small contingents on!~ could be spared to guard the llara 
an(l Bazar Valleys against possible flank attacks. 

On the evening of the 27th Octol.")r the order was issued for a 
further advance from Khornppa, and a very welcome order it wa~ for 
everyone was tired of the long wait at that place, and the camp, with 
its thou:>ands of men and animalil waa not so salu"Lr·irus a Rpot as to 
in,·ite a longer stay. The water-supply was particnlal"ly bad: the 
only procnra'LitJ water ran through a number of p..1.dd,::-fields-through 
-..·hat in fact sooner or later promised to be a snip4; .ih~,f-and was 
muclcl)· anJ dirty in conser1uence. Bnt so great had been the difficulties 
of tran:;:port along the road from Shinawari to Khorappa, that it was 
only ou the 27th that the Commissariat godowns M'ere alJle tiJ Hllpply 
the incl~nts for three days' reserve rations for .men and two days' fur 
ful!OWt:f!L 

Tl1e move on the 25th wu only a short one, some four mil('s or 
lt>ss, to a placecaii.:J GhanJaki,pi,:;her up thtJ Khanki Valley and in the 
::liro::di•Jn c·f tLe Sarnpa,;;ha Pa.ss. To en~ure that thia move should not 
~ lllule5teJ from the right flank, the :Xorthampton Rt-giment and 3Hth 

. Sills., unJ~:r Cvlund Chaytvr, cunllllaniling the former regim~:nt, were 
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eent to seize a high hill overlooking the route and the new camp, 

on the top of which large numbers of the enemy had been visible 
the day before and on previouR days, and from ·which doulJtless many 

men had descended towards dusk to fire into the huge camp. Colonel 
Chaytot·'s two regiments moved off at 5 A.M. and found the hill unoccu· 
}lied. The sudden sta1t had very probably surprised the enemy, for 
ther~ was every indication that the hill had been recently occupied, 
and the column as it mo\'ed up was fired into from an adjoining emi· 
nence. A reconnais~a,nce was made later in the day to the foot of the 

Sampa~ha Pa~s itself. The enemy were seen in large numbers on the 
summit of the range and also on the spurs of the hills to the east and 
west. Colond Sage, commanding the 1st Gurkhas, was severely 

wounded during the reconnaissance, but there were no otJ1er casualties. 

The troops were now in a position to deliver their attack upon the 
Sampagha, and only awaited daybreak. The Afridis and Orakzai had 
naturally a strong po~ition, and their favourite method of defence, figf1t· 

ing behind stone breast-works with a line of retreat open, was OHce 
a:;:tin adoptt:d. They evidently feared a turning movement, and their dis
po~ition was mainly dt!signed to guard against this ils much as possible. 
Hence they had san{land the spurs to the right and left, so as to 

avoid being outflanked at the beginning of the a;tion, in which case the 
pass woull have become untenal>le. The real plan of attack was, how

ever, very different from anything the enemy expected, and consisted in 
the 2nd Brigade (General Gaselee's) followed by the 4th Brigade (General 
\Y e~tmacott'~) with the 3rd Brigade (General Kempster's) behind it 
making a direct attat:k; while the 1st Brigade (General Hart's) sent one 
hattalioa to co\er the right flank, and another battalion to co\·ei· the 
ldt flank. The third and remaining battalion of General Hart's Bd
gaJe 8eized a hill opposite the pass as an artillery position, acted as 
esrul't to tl1e guns, and held itsdf in r~>adiness to support eithet' of the 
two \.Jattaliuns ou the flanks whirh might require assiBtance. The re

maining \.Jattaliuu of this brigadll (the 3Uth .Pun~ab Infantry) wa.s at 

Darg:tL 

The 1st BrigaJ~, followed by the artillery of the 1st and 2nd 
lli1 i~i\•W>, left cawp at 5 A.Y. on the 29th September and was followcJ 

''·'' thl! ulht-r hl'i~aJt>s at slwt·t intl!rrals. The hill destined fur t~e first 
utilkt-y position wa.s sei~ witlwut Ot•P(•Mition by the Det·hyshire 
Hq;irncut of BrigaJi,·r-lio:ueral Hatt's BrigaJt>, while the llcroll,hire 
l~t·;.:illiL'!;L "uti..~ llu:ir ny up by a rilla;;e called Nazt:M, guarJing the 

1i.::;ut tla.uk, auJ th~ 2-l~>t vwi • .J.lllt4 ull tL~: ldt tlauk wad~; fv1· KauJ..i 



Mishti. The two regiments on the flanks had \'ery difficult ground to 
work O\'er, and though thex thot'oughly accomplished the protedion of 

the flanks of tl1e main column, they necessarily took but little part in 
whatever fighting there was. A portion of the artill~ry-the whole six 
batteries of which were commanded by Brigadier-General Spragge
came, into action about 7-30 A.M., when the three batteries of the Ist 
Division under Lieutenant-Colonel Duthy, fired on a large Mf'I!Jar cover

ing the road to the pas11, and very etfectually shelled it, while, as there 
was neither sufficient room nor objective for the other three batteries 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Purdy, they r .. mained in temporary reserve. 

The 2nd Br-igade meanwhile began its advance in line of rPgimenl<!: 
the 3rd Sikhs on the right, the Yorkshire Regiment on the right centre, 
the Queen'il on the left centre, and the 2-4th Gurkhas on the left flauk 
of all. All these regiments had very precipitous ground to work over, 
and perhaps some regiments encountered greater difficulty than others, 
but the Queen's (commanded by Major Hanford-Flool who, despite 
a wound in the arm received eady in the advance, p~rsi~ted in going on) 
wert tile fif'llt to erown the cte.>~t. The two regiments on the right of 
th~: line, r-iz., the 3rsl Sikhs and the Yorkshire Regiment, wrre then 11ent 

otT to crown a hill on the right of the pass, from which some of the 

enemy were firing; while of the other two regimt-nts the Queen's 
rt'mained about the stmmit of the pass (which was taken about 9-4.'i), 

and the 3-4th Gurklms pressed up a l1ill to the left. This advance of 
the 2nd Brigade of Gener-t~.l Symons's Division had been well pl'epared 
by the artillery. Brigadier-General Sptilgge, as soon as he saw that the 

2nd Brigade were advancing against the hill on which the large 3nt1yar 

was situated, and which formed a sort of "advanced poAt'' to the !:'nt-111)'1li 

position, at once sent on hi~ other brigade division of•.u'tillery, unuer 
Lieutenant-Colonel Purdy, fur the prepar-ation of the infantry a~~ault 
alt'eady dt's<:ribtd. Tl,is brigade dh·i~ion of artiller-y made beautiful 
pr-.ll·tice a;ainst the main ridg-e, which the 2nd Brigade was a:;.~;udting. 
Although owing w the stt!ep l'e\·erse slopt:s on which tl1e eneruy could 
t;l•dkr themselves, no grt:at number of casualti~ resulted from the 

artil!t:ry fire, the physical etf~ct of the guns in the actual de~tnwti"n 
of •~n9a,., and the nwt-al effect in that the enemy wer~ prenuted 
frvw lining the crest to oppose the infantry advance, were lH,th un
duubt;Jly great, and here, M at Dargai, very greatly facilitated the 
infantry advance and diminitihed the infantry lrJ~~Ses. As the 2nd 
LrigaJe 111·a.'l lk:en to be neari~g the crt:st of the n1ain po~ition, };rj. 

gaillcr-G.:n.:ral Spra;:;,;e sent forward :Xu. 5 £.Jmhay ~!tJUlltain B<1ttery 

to the t.vp uf th~ p;t...->J to a.s.,i.,L in li.c.tally cltaring the IUII[Jafl. Ia 
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rounding a corner in order to get this battery into action Captain 
De Butt~ was killed : he was st1·uck by a ~ullet in the swmach, and 

death was almo~t instantaneous. Captain De Butts was a very well 
known mountain battery officer; he commanded the same battery in 
the late Suakim Expedition, and was invalided home from there very ill 
indeed. He made however a wonderful recovery, and had only lately 
l'ejoined his battery. Two guns of this battery under Lieutenant Edl
mann managed to get into position near the top of the pass, and did 
excellent sen·ict>, whilst two guns of No. 9 Mountain Battery Royal 
Artillel')', whieh had also been pu8hed on came into action at the 
higl1est point of the road and managed to shell the last •angar held 
by the enemy at a range of 900 ya•·ds. The 3rd Sikhs and the York
~;\lire Rt>giment, when they l'eached the wp of the pass, were sent off, 

aH ah·t>ady ~tated, to a hill on the right, commaodi;1g a road o .'P.r the 

pa~s ; and the tt-ained scouts of the 3rd and 5th Gu•·khas, supported( 
l1y two companies of the Queen's, worked up a spur between the 
Y urksl,it·e Rt•giment and the 3rd Sikhs, and "contained" or held back a 
large numbe1· of the enemy who were trying to get down to the .pa~s. 
The 4th lkigade\Brigadit:t··Generc~.l Westmacott's) hdll meanwhile been 

supporting the 2nd Bl'i&rade, and arrived on the crest, an~ the 3Gth 

Sikhs, astii~ted by long-mnge volleys f1·om the Jr.ing's own Scottish 
Boniel't'l'S and by the vety ac<:uJ·ate fir·e of two guns of No. 1 :Mountain 

Battery Royal At·tille•·y, Cl'owned the crest. The losses in the 2nd 
Brigade in the taking of the Sampagha Pass were 1 killed aud H 
wounded, of which the Queen's lost 1 killed and 7 wounded. The 
total easualtiet~ in the whole force were about 24. The enemy on the 

whole had •·eally ,offt·red but little resistance, and whateve1· casualties 
tlot')' ha(l, the killed and wounded wet•e successfully removed. The 3rd 
lkigadtJ (Briga~lier-Genl'ral Kempstel''s) had pt·essed along hard after 
the 2nd Brigade, but despite all efforts arri\'00. too late to take any part 
in thtJ adi~'n, and was now sent on almost immtJdiatdy down into the 

:Mastura ralley. No sooner ha.d the troops reached the top of the pa.MS 

than lirt>s were seen at many of the villages down in the valley below 
on the road t•> the A.rhangl\ Pass : the enemy, with a view w hindering 
tltt! adrauce t.y cl'l'<lting dillh·ulties of food supply, had fired the st<)ck 
,,f fodd!'l· at many of the villages. So precipitate was their r ... treat, 
l~t•\\l'l't'l', that the Ul·~trudiun of the foddet• was far from su<:ees,!ully 
lll'l'olllp\i,ltl'U1 aud wry lllUJJ!~ l!uautities re111aineJ. The Afl'idis, except 
t h ... Kul..i K hds, did nut assiht at all in thll dd ... nce of the Sampagha. 

l'a.,,; t•itl"·t·l"'·,·au~<! th•·.1· dt'<'llll'd the attack (•II tiJ..it· own country S•> 

iwtllit~~.:ul that th~) cuu!J ~liJ.l"l.' uu ti111~: w a.:,:,i~t thl'il' a:ti.:s, or kl'ause 
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they had quarrelled with the Omkzai as to the disposition of the force 
in the pass. · 

The same evening, after the capture of the pas~ both divisions 
of the Timh Field Force moved down into the Mastura Valley ·where the 
Orakzai in times of peace have their permanent head-quarters. Un· 
fortunately the baggage of the troops, even great-coats and blankets, 
could not follow them in all cases the same day, and many corps were 
without these and had to spend a bitterly cold ni;;ht, and in the calle 
of the Thl:rset Regiment and the Gordon Highlanders, not only without 
any warm clothing but with nothing to eat except what they had carried 
with them in their havresacks. Of course to pass two divisions with 
their obligatory mules even, ;,,,, without anything in the shape of tents 
and heavier articles of equiqment, along a bad mountain track on the 
same day on which an action had been fought in the moming (thus 
delaying the start of the baggage) was an obvious impossibility; and 
the corps who were without their oog._,"llge were doubtless prepared for 
that eventuality. The two ~ivisions remained the next day (the 30th) 
at the llillltu:ra camp. The llastura is a fine wide valley, with nuruer· 
ous homesteads o~ solidly built, two or three storied houses, with good 
outhouses, and with the usual towers and walled enclosures. .All this 
day the baggage ~an to slowly trickle in from the Sampagha Palls, 
·where the block on the narrow road was enormous; and in the evening, 
tl1e block being hopeless for that day, orders were i~sued postponing 
the further advance of the troops and the attack on the .Arhanga Pass 
until the next day. 

The Arhanga Pass leads direct from the Mastura Vtlley into Maidan, 
the summer home of the· Afridis. The order of advance was: 4th, 3rd, 
~d and lst Brigades in the sequence named, beginning at 6 A.ll. ; all 
bacr..,.arre animals, except l'alrhal mules, following in rear of the column. 
li;.I~mald, the Political Officer with the 2nd IJivi.!ion, who l1as a mo~>t. 
intimak knowledge of these tribe~meo and their ways, predivted the 
night befw·e the attack that not more than about 500 men would hold 
the J!llS'I, and his predidion proved absvlutely correct. The enemy were 
verv few lnd~ in number, and offered little if any reRilltance. The 
4th. Brig-ade threw forward a regiment, the King's Own Scotti;~h 
Jl.Jrderers, and seized a conical hill somP. 1,200 yards from the ct>ntre of 
the f*-''\ and on to this hill Brigadier-General Spragge brougl1t to play 
the three l~atteries of the 2nd Divi,;j,,n, und.,r Lieutenant-('olr.nel Purdy. 
The 3rd Briga•1e (Bri;,radit-r-General Kemp;~ter's) then made a demon· 
suatiH~ lllo\'du~:nt to the left; while the 2nJ Brigad~: (Brigadier-General 
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Ga~elee'R), accompanied by General Symons, made a flank att.a.ck on the 
right with a view to seizing a hill commanding the pass from the east. 
The order of advance of this brigade--which practically took thll posi· 
tiun by itself, so weak was the resistance-was that the Yol'kshire 
Regimeut, with the tl'ained scouts of the 3rd and 5th Gurkhas on their 
right, and the 2-4th Gurkhas were in first line, with the 3rd Sikhs in the 
second line and the Queen's in the third line. There was a great race up 
the . hillside between the Yorkshire Regiment and the 2-4th Gurkhas i 
the York~:~hire Regiment just winning on the post. The enemy fired 
\'ery few shots, and the total casualties were only five i amongst whom 
was Captaiu Searle of the 36th Sikhs, wounded by a stray shot as his 
I'Pgiment was suppot·ting the King's Own Scottish Borderers in the 4th 

Bl'igade. .t<, 
J. "'~t:IJ 

After the Arhanga Pass had been crossed the valleys of ~.~i.ment(~~ 
R:tjgul in Tirah, the summer quarters of the Afridis, lay lw, that· 
William Lockhart, an1l these he now proceeded to enter, having 1u~ 
the pul'dah fro~ Tirah in four days from the time of leaving Khorappa 
in the Khanki Valley. The ease with which the Afridis had been 
ousted from positions vaunted as virtually impregnable, was the more 
gt·atifying, a.s the experience at the Chagru Kotal had been thought 
by some to foreshadow stubborn resistance throughout the mmpaign. 
Their impotence to bar the advance of 1mch a fo:ce a.s the Government 

of India had sent against them, was now probably as clear to the 
tribesmen as to anybody else; and the only question was whether they 
would frankly accept at on:ce the terms soon to be announced by Sir 
William Lockhart, or attempt to partially preservl' their military pres
tige among the frontier tribes by avoiding a regular action and main· 
taining & guerilla. warfare. The latter course they well knew could 
only bring severe punishment upon their country ; but as there were 
at least 30,000 tribesmen in arms, the more fiery of the tribal leaders 
l~ould not be expected to see the necessity of submitting on the spot 
without striking a further blow. 

We may take advantage of the long delay which once again occurred 
at Maidan in bringing up stot·es from the Samana base, in order to take 
& \'iew of the country in which Sir William Lockhart had now established 
hims ... lf. Tirah or ll!aiJ.an Valley, which the two divi~ions of the '[irah 
}'idd Force rt>34.:hed on the night of the 31st October, lies in a wide basin 
surrounded by s~ep hills, crowned in places on the north side with fir 
trees, but tlu~re are no forests of trees either in the valley or on the 
LilLi. The ulley iii qui~ open, with large areas of fairly fiat ground 
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with d,·pp ""l/"~•1~etwt>!'O tltt'ln ; thr wlwlf' val11'~· is Wt>ll l'tlltirat...._l 
and wry fertilt>. There Wt'fl' nnmemn~ homt>~tt-al1>~ ratlwr than ,·illag-l's 
l'\'t'l'ywlu:re: tlw~ home:-;tead~ genl'rally con~i;;ted of a tower anll two 

or three double or three 8toried houses surMmlled by smaller buiJ,Jings 
an,l outhouses ami with many walnut, peach, apricnt, cherr~· and (•thl'r 
trt>ei! round tht'm, Tla•y were full of grain and fodder, tiH•ngh in 
sMut' ca:'lt's the fodder had been burnt before the troops arrin·tl But 
the nunlt.'fiHJs fowl<~, bowls of 11ta, honey, walnut~J and other cnm~tiJ,Je>~ 

foun•l in tht> houses showed that the rapid advance of our tmopi! laad 
ratlarr taken the .Afridis by surprii~e. Tl1o.> water-supply wag ~-:·•-.d ; the 
nights wt're not so cold as in the )Ja•tnra Yallr~-, jn~t tmrer;;ed, ami 
the whole Ritnation of the troops was grt'atly improwd, from the J"•int 
'lr ,·iew of camp comfort. Autumn was well adranced, hnt it was 

·nd a.- 1 t · 1 · h l ea> <~l'e t 1a m t 1e ~'<prmg or summer t e country mu~t ~ wry 
!same day In the hot weathE.'r the central \·aile\· is no doul•t <lt'n~c·lv 
td~layinrJ: the banks of the 11otream wE.'re fo~mJ toLe hont'.n~oml•e:1 
with ca'·e-dwellings. It was difficult to ascertain how man~· MJ'i,li~ 

stay d111·ing the winter in 'Maidan, prob<ibl~· not more than one-fifth c·f 
its summt'r inhabitants. In a warm winter, or if troubles we1·e app•·e
hendl'd towards Pt>!>hawar, no doubt mort> would remain. Regardt'1l 

geographically, Timh is thus described in Rf<:ord• of F,ontier Erpt·li· 
tion• (Paget and )Ias~n): -" J\Iaidan is a circular ralley or basin, a}H•ut 
tl'n milt'~ in diameter, surroun(h•d by for~st-(•r,,·t>r·ed mountains ri,.ing 

from 8,0CIO to 9,000 feet. The nile~· is well drained by thrt-e or f•mr 
large watt~rcourst's: that to the west, whrre the )h\ikdin Khel hamlets 
stand, is kuown as the Shilr,bt-r, wlaich name i~ also applied to the entire 
stn·am after the others h.we joined it, ci:., the SlwJ'(lara, occupied by the 

Zakka Khels from the east; the )Ianakas's, occupied b;' sotne famili('s of 
the Jowaki and Ashu Khel sections of the Adam Khelil; and the 
Kahu,Iara, IX·cupied by the Kan,l_oar Khels. These con>erge frf•m tlae 
Shiluber To~ whi\'h1 lea ring )Iaidan, enters a narrow rocky g••q:e three 
miles long commanded by heights rising one thr1usand ft:et al.ll)\"e it on 
titlH•r side. After emerging ft·om thill defile, the torrent fluw~ tlaruugh 
opo:•n country for t~ro or three miles, then joins the P.ajgul stream at 
D111·atoi, after which the unit~ stream recei,·es the name uf the Bara 
Rinr." :&-yc·nd :.Yaidan lies the P.ajgul \'alley, vf which we rt'ad :
"Its 1en~:th is about ten ruilt"S, and the breadth of the uptn country Jy. 
in" o~ eitht:r side uf the <.:~ntraJ strta.m al...1ut four to he mile11 where 
wijl!l>t, its deratiun king pro baLly o\·er 5,(1(J) feet. P.ajgul i.i inhabited 

l·y Kuli.i Khd AfriJi<l, and their hamlet.s lie nta.r the strta.m in the 

~'\:utre vf tLe ralley. Ttllif"irary ~ohetl.i are tft(;te\1 by the ~tht{Jher~ 
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a•uuug the pine fort'~ts which clothe the surrounding mountain>~. On 

t11e ""uth Haj~ul it! serarated fmru ~Iaiu.rn by a steep, rocky, well· 
wor,Jed ~pur, 8,000 to 9,000 feet in ele,·ation." 

While re~en•e supplies were 1eing slowly pushed forward from 

Khomppa, through difficult country overrun with dal'ing .Afridi 
~kir·111i~her-g, at the tedious rate of about two days' supplie~ in twenty· 
four hours, there was for a long time no occurrence in Tit·ah to gi,·e to 
the t'Xpedition the outward semblance of acti,·ity. The rvad from the 
Arhanga Pas:; to the Tirah Valley was at first very stony aud predpi· 
tou~, Lut the BUJulJay Sappers and .Miners rapidly impt•oved it; and 
(olll'e donm into the vallq the path ot• paths were quite easy, and in 

tirue the whole road ft·ow Klwt·appa was wade practicable for calllt~ .. 
.,.,e· • 

The or·dinai'V ba"•'a"e lllo\·ed throu••h the Arhan"a Pa~· ··· •• .:: qui~.:kly 
.. 00 0 0 0 .•. .... . 

tl.au it had done over the Sampagha Pa..~s, ami every .Briti~h regiment got 
their gr·eat-coats and blankets on the night of the 31st Ot:tober, that is, 
tlu~ uit,:ht of the arrh·al of the b·oops. Part of the baggage belonging to 

the 15th Silhs, however, was caught b~· the enemy in the narrow ddile 
on the Maidan side of the pass after dar·k : the tribesmen fired from the 
l"·igl1ts alXJn', the mule tlrt~bltl bolted, the escort of Fhe 15tltSikhs with 

great presence of mind closed round the ammunition mules and effect· 

in!.'' protected them, but some 71 Jeypot·e poni~ and some 200 kits 
were ca.nied off. Three driYers were shot dead in the dark, and two 
wounded. 

The next morning, Novemher lilt, Bagh, the plaee where the great 
tribal ,iirgah1 are usually held, was reconnnitred. The enemy tired on 
tl1e l'teonnoitl"ing pat t.r but we1·e dl'i,·en off by a few shells. Captain 
~[a('Lal·en, Kinis Own &vttish Borderers, was slightly wounded, and 
tlu~ 1-31<1 Um-khai! J,,..t one sepoy kill~:d and two severely and one slightly 
wuuu.l .. J. The Afridis were seen at I P.M. coming down in considerable 
numhc1-s fr,llu the hill" to the east of the calllp with bullocks to carry 
••If f,~l.let· and g<KKls; and the 2nd Brigade, with the Demjat Mountain 

l~Ltt<'~·y, mm·ed out tv st••p their opemtion~ returning to camp at 5 P.ll, 

Li .. ut..uaut E. G. Caffin, Yorkshire Regiment, was seYerely "wounded in 
tl.is atf.Lir. A pi..:kd of the 3Gth Sikhs Il.lo,ing out to their po:>t at 
G r.¥. wet·t! atta..:ked, but they drore uff the enemy ; one sepoy was 

'll"<•anded. The tran>'}lult from the Athan<!'a Pass comina into c-amp 
" "' J 

a.Luut 7 P.v. was al~o at tat: ked, and hand to hand fighting ellilued ; and 
our ca.•ualtie.s -.·.,re :-2nd Royal West Surrey-lei/ltd 3 ; tDOuNdtd 4 ; 

Nur·thaluptons-rcuullitd 1; transport followers-woundtd 3; Jeypore 
Trau~pv1·t Train-killed 1 ; tco11nded 3. Svrue Laggage was lOilt. 



182 ) 

The main body of the Afridis seemed chit.>fly concerned in getting 
their families and flocks into a place of safety. For the moment the 

• upper par·t of the Bara Valley lay open to them, and although this could 
only be a temporary refuge it was the best they had to turn to without 
entering Afghanistan in unwelcome numbers. Excluding the Adam 
Khels and a part of the Kuki Khel~, who had not risen, there were pro· 
bably not less th:\n 20,000 Afridis bearing al'ms ; counting old men, 
women and children, the whole Afridi population at the lowest estima.te 
must number 50,000; wiuter was drawing near; and Sit· William 
Lockhart, who was playing a driving game, hoped by properly combining 
the movements of his main column in Maidan with the movements of 
the Peshawar column then at .Bara. Fort to ma.ke the position of the 
tri~'e one that must compel complete submission. It was considt>red 
quit(: unlikely that a huge tribal exodus into eastern Afghanistan would 
take place, though doubtless many sepamte families would flee towards 
this the only safe line of retreat left open. The conclusion generally 
drawn was that the Afridis would rally their scattered forces in the 
Bar·a. Valley and would then be driven eastwarJ, the scene of the opera· 
tion:~ gradually shif~ing nearer to the Peshawar frontier soaR to play into 
the hands of the Peshawar column which would advance from Ba.ra for 
the purpose. There was a possible escape for the Afridis from the Bara 
Valley into the Bazar Valley which runs north of and parallel to it ; in· 
deed already the Bokar Pass connecting the two v<~.lleys was throngeJ 
with the. families and flocks of the z,~kka. Khels, the Aka Khels and the 
Kambar Khels. But this evasion at the best could only prolong the 
cha>~e, and it was thought that the warlike Afridis, after having been 
driven all the way ft·om Chagru Kotal to Khorappa, from Khorappa to 
the Sa.mpagha and Arhanga Passes, and thence througi Tirah into the 
Bara Valley would at last make a.n a.ll-dt>cisive stand. 

For the moment the Afridis alone were engrossing attention, but 
as may be well supposed the Orakzai were not dropping out of the plil.n 
of campaign, as heavy scores had yet to be settled with the besei~ers of 
Gulistan and Saragheri. A reconnais~nce in force was ordered down 
the Ma.~tura. Valley, which runs south of the Bara Valley to diHcover 
That op!K'llition the Orakzai were preparing to offer, and it was 
int~nJed latt>r on to look up the Khanki Valley also, still f1trther south. 
:But op,~mtions in these two directiollJI could be deliberately undertaken 
bv Sir Power Palmer with the strong body of troops forming the Line 
of Communication, at a later stage, after the base of Sir William 
Lockhart's main column had been transferred from Kohat (Did Shinawari 

and Khorappa) to Peshawar. 
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CHA.l'TER XL 

GUERILLA WARFARE-A HEAVY CASUALTY LIS'l', 

HAVING removed their families w places beyond the immediate reach 
of our troops, the Af1·idis now began to gr·ow extremely bold, and 
on the 5th November they attacked the convoy with the head-quarter 
staff baggage from Khorappa as it was approaching the Arhanga Pass. 
They ~tlso attacked a foraging party from the 2nd Division, killing a 
jemadar and one man of the 15th Sikhs and wounding five othet·s ~eve relY, 

besides carrying off about 40 mules. The same night there was heavy 
fil'ing for three hours inw Maidan Camp. Lieutenant C. L. Giffard of 
the Notthamptonshire Regiment was shot dead and Captain E. L. 
Sulli,·an of_the 36th Sikhs was severely wounded whitt' walking about in 
the mess tent.· Two nights later, Captain E. Y. Watson, Commissatiat 

OfficeJ'1 4th Bl'igade, was shot thr·ough the head bx a stray bullet and 
died almost immediately. On the 7th November, a. Sunday, while the 
2nd Br·igade wet·e at church parade, a b~llet was fired into the assembly 
and neady brought the S('rvice to an abrupt codcluRion, as it only just 
mis.~ed the chaplain. Every tent and sleeping place in camp was now pro
'·ided with shelter f1'0m bullets, either by excavation or by making stone 
and mud walls, and the messes were similarly protected. The 2nd 

Brigade went out foraging on the 8th, and owing to the precautions 
taken by Brigadier-General Gaselee, the enemy were kept at a distance 
and tht>I'e wa~ 6nly one casualty, in the 2-4th Gurkhas. Large quanti
ties of grain Wt'J'e seized and much more had to be left behind. On the 
!lth N owmber the 4th Brigade destroyed many of the towers and forti. 
tied pt\.';ts of the Ztkka Khels, this tribe having defiantly refused w send 
in aji,gah,and having moreover been mainly responsible for the heavy 
tiring night aft.er night into camp. Desultory brushes with the enemy 

<'lmtinud lo occur while the Tirah Field Force remained at Maidan 
awaiting the completion of its reserve supplies, but they led to nothing 
t,f mmu~nt. 

One unfuttunate evt>nt whk-h occurred in the Kurram V11lley at 
t!.i~ }l('l"ivd (':&llllot be l .. ft unnutic~d here, though it had no immediate 

ronnt•(·ti<~n with anything then taking place in Ti1-ah. Colonel Hill, 

CollliU<Ullling the Kumun movaLle column, taking adrantage of the 
~<U~!JI:ll~iuu of 11v~tiliti~:s in the ndglJ\NulLood vf Sa.Jda., lllade a 
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reconnail'!..~nce up tl1e Karmana defile, wbieh, though very successful in 
itself, wa~ inci<ltmtally martt~d by a heavy ancl quite unnecessary lo~ of 
life. The reconnai~~nce, which was made in force, took place on the 6th 
November, and a good survey was made of a portion of the Massuzai 
country. The defile is seven miles long, and, according to all appear
ances, could be held by a thousand tribesmen with proper defen~ive 

prepamtions against almost any attacking force, as the river bed is 
commanded fl'om both sides within easy rifle range throughout. The 
enemy, however, wer·e on this occa~ion complttely surprised, ancl did not 
even hold a stockade act'OS$ the defile. About six miles from Sadda the 
road was found passable for cavalry, and the Central India Hor8e went 
through in force and reached the village of Esor at 11 o'clock. Here a 
lance 'bdonging to a Duffadar of the 3rd Bengal Cavalry, killed near camp 
in September, was dbcovered, and also a quantity of arms, gunpowder 
and gmin. The arms were confiscated, but nothing was destroyed. 
The retirement began at 1 P.M., when the enemy collected in collNider
able force. The 5th Gurkhas, .as rear-guard, proceeded a mile down the 
defile without trou11e, but here a stoppage occurred owing to some 
delay in getting in fl. picket of the Kapurthala In£antry from the heights 
a'bove the right bank of the river, The Gurkhas were detained an 
hour, and the enemy meanwhile advanced in strength with stand<tnl:,~ 
flying. A few casu<Llt!eH occurred, the Gurkhas lo~ing one killed, one 

severely and two slightly wounded, the Kapur·thala Infantr·y one slight
ly woundl'd, and the Kunam Militia one dangerously and one ~:~lightly 
wou11ded. The enemy on their pm't io:;t heavily, and though the ground 
wa:~ suited fur the peculiar following-up tactics of the Pathan, they 
gradually fdl back diseorufited, the last five milea into camp being 
con~ red without a shot Leing fired. The Maxims and lorig-range volleys 
of the Royal Scots Fusiliers were Yery effective. So f<Lr the recorwai8· 
sance, which bad been conducted in a very able n:anner, had apparl'lltly 
\ken a complete succe&!, and what was very important it had serv~d to 
ren~al the tr·ue state of thid shortet• route from the Kunam to the 

Khauki Valley. But, unknown to everybody except the unfortunate 
troc•ps concemed, a sad di&'l.sttr had 1efallen the Kapurthala }Jicket at
really rdcrrt>d to. Tlte lJicket C(Jn~i~tcd of thirty-th-e Siklt:i undet' a 
Sul.adar, and tht:ir JlOSition on the heights a'bove the rigllt 1auk of the 
rinr l.aJ aplJ!l.rently ken clwiJen as it overlooked not only the r•Jad 

along the river· t..ed 1ut al~o the Gao defile which j1)ins the Kanuana 
ddile at Jani Kot. When the pkket was firllt ~ignalled to witlulraw 
aud Hn tht! main l:..xl:·, ~he lltt::>~<age was II.Cknowledged; Lut unfl•ttu

llatdy the •·itLJrawal wa.o nut kgun furthwith, thuugh the route l..y 
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wl1io:h tl1e picket had ascP-nded was a perfectly safe one, as none of the 
en~wy were nl:'ar it, ha ring in fact begun t~ retire up the defile. What 

wa~ Woi'Kt', the delay made in executi11g the order <•f with<lrawal en

tirP!y es<·ap~d atteutiun, and indeed it was e\·entually reported to Colonel 
Hill that alluuitK of his column were present. Thereafter the march of 
thtl column to SadJa was I'csunu:'d, and the fixe miles home wer~ co,·er
ed in ignorance of the absence of the picket. Stranger still, "all 
pre~ent" wa8 again reported to the Officer Commanding the Force in 
calllp the next Jllol'!ling, and it WM actually not until latll in the day 
tl1at Culond Hill was informed that a Suhadar and thirty-five men of 
the Kapurthala Infantry were "tuis~ing." Search parties were sent out, 

Lut no trace of the party could be found, and all too late it was dis
curer~d tl1at uuly a few lllt>lllhet·s of it bad actually rejoined the column 

wh~n it ~tatted ba~:k from Jaui Kot. What really happened to the ill
fatt·d pick~t was ouly t!i~<.:O\'et·ed later. The Suhat!ar in command had 
:~w:u·cutly watched the running fight in the Karruana. defile with the 

closest attentiL~n, and concei\'~d the idea of sharing in it. The sepoys 

wet·e e4ually keen, atlll it is perllaps not to Le wondered at that a body 
uf ln-are men, whose discipline is not of the hard·aud-fast kind which 
olotaiw:~ in our own regiments, should have become excited when they 
saw an action taking pl<lce only a couple of miles or so away in which 

thl')' had 1w prospect of participating. When tl~~e signal to rt!tire was 

1·ecein:d, the last hope of the picket of eYen a chance skirmish dis
apJ'eared. Yet')' reluctantly they began to descend. The route by which 
tht·y had a~cenJed was taken at first, but after it had been followed for 
some Ji~tam:e the Subadar and the !llot·e impetuous spirits decided to 
disobey th~ order signall~d to them and~ move down the ridge. in a 
Llitl'l·tiuu wldd1 •roulJ hl'ing them into the defile at a point consideraLly 
hi;.:lu!t' up than Jani Kot. The signallers and five men went on in the 
ul igiual dil·l·l'til•ll and real'hed the maio coluum in safety. So far. ail 

cuttl,lloe Ilia de out the Suhtdar's !Jarty suun gut into very Lroken ground, 
alll .. lll-: dit!'s and ,,ul/al", anll ewntually UI'OjJpt•d into a narrow and ditti
t'td l tnint'. If tIll'." ha•l Leen a Lie tll jullclW this to its junction with the 
l\anuaua d.-tile tiler wuulll hare colu;~~tahove the Gul'kha rear-«ual'd, . "' 
at HI wuulll t'\ l'll tilt' II l1a,·e lot'o>D in a l1igl11)' dangerous position. But as 
tlll',\ tnu\t-tl duwn the J·a\'iue tlu:y Ji~n•vd·ed tl1at the way was barred, 
tl1e juugll· t..·iu,; uu tire. Fiudiug themsdreil trapped they endeavoured 
lu ll'lran• I l.eir ~l<'l's alhl Wl'l'i:' vLsened loy SOllie of the tl'iliesruen~ The 
/a.lri.~Jt tht·t'l!lll'"n ltaltd in its retiretueut, and the enemy tuming Lack 
~w ;IIJ•w,lal.otll tl1e u~llul., l:'d.t'dually tutting utf all rdreat. As hea,·y 

tiri11~ wi;;l•t l1<L\'t' attt·al'l<'d the atll:'utiun uf tluJlllain bvdy uf the tl\Jt11J.i, 
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the Massuzai and Chamkannis contented thenmlvt'S by sitting on guard, 
and it was not until the moon rose that they made their attack, n•lling 
stones into the ravine and ;hooting down the whole party. DeplomLle 

as the result must be held to be, tht>re could be little doubt that it was 

directly due to over-eagerness on the part of the little band of men and 

their leader to give a good account of themselves. They were brave to 
a fault, and they paid the penalty which sometimes attaci1es to m~lme~s 
in the face of an enemy. After this afftdr, the attitude of the tribes· 
men ea~t of S:1dda become more hostile than ever, and the 1\Ia~~llf"'li 

were reinforced by all the Chamkanni clans. But no actual fighting 

ensued, and we may once again leave the Kurram Valley, to follow 
events in Maidan. 

On the 9th November, by way of preparing for an early forward 
movement, Sir William Lockhar·t ordered a reconnai~8ance in force from 
Maidan to the Saran Pasg, -which leads into the Bara and Rtzar Vallt>ys 

through the Sipah Afridis' country ; and a~ain the day's operations, 
though in themst>lves entirely. succe~sful, were marred incidentally hy 
an unlooked-for di;;aster. The force which made the reconnai~f>ance to 

Saran S;\r was a mixed prigade under the command of Brigadier-General 
Westmacott. Sir William Lockhart fullowed the column to the Saran 
Sar but returned in 'advance of it and had reaehed camp some two 
l10urs before the disaster in que~tion occurred. The reginwnts forming 
the mixed brigade were the Northampt• :1s, the Dorset~, the 15th Sikhs 
and the 36th Sikhs. After the crest of the Saran Sar had been erown(•d 
the troops started back with all speed, hoping to cover the five miles to 
camp before sunsf't. All went well until within alJout a mile of tht> camp; 
no sign of the enemy being visible. It was then dusk, 'dnd one company 
of the Northamptons, while marching alone down a nullah, were 
ambuscaded by a party of tribesmen. The enemy would seem to have 
been lying close up to the route taken, and their fire at short range was 
terribly effective, as the regiment had 49 ca.qualties, including three 
British Officers. The three other regiments were only slightly engaged 
during the retirement ; their los~es being 3 killed and 15 woun!h•d, 
The list of casualties fur the day was as fol!ows: Briti~h Officers-killed: · 

Lit!utenant J. T. Waduell and 2nu-Lieutenant A. H. Macintyre, Xorth
arupt·~nshire Rt>giment ; WQUnded: Lieutenant!! G. A. Trent (Xortharup· 
tclllshire R~giruent '• 0. P. S. Ingham and A. A. ~ft:rcer (Dr)rsd . .;hire 
R.-giruent). NatiH Offi.:er-1counderl :-one Subaclar, 15th Sikhs. P.ank 
and file: Xortharuptf;ntiltire Ht'giment-17 killed and 29 wounded; 
:Du1-set:.hire Regiment-2 killed and 6 wounded; 15th Sikb-1 killed 
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aud 3 wounJed; 3Gth Sik!tt~-3 wounded. Total of all ranks-killed, 22; 
tcuur.dtd, 45. The amlJuscade must either have been most carefully 

piau ned, Ol', as seP.med more likely, the attacking party were lying con· 
cealed on the lookout for stragglers hom camp, when they became 
aware of tile regiment moving down the ravine, and decided to pour in 
a few rapid volleys at clo~e quarters before a counter-attack cuuld be 
wade. The tribesmen chiefly concemed in the attack were again the 

Zakka KIICls, amidst whose villages in Maidan the Tirah Field Force 
· wa~ then encamped. 

It was not very plain at first how the Northamptons came to find 
themselves alone in a 11u/la~ cut off fronf their main body ; and the 
bter dct:~ils never entirely cleared up this point. The facts which 
ultimcttcly catue to light are these. In clearing the way fur there· 
CtJIIJmiss;mce, in the first instance, a commanding position was captured 
by the Nol'thamptons, who as advance guard enveloped the west 

tlauk of the ridg~ which the enemy occupied. The position was taken 
11t 11 A.M. with only 5 c;tsualties. Sir William Lockhart and staff 

lllTiv~J 11hout 1-30 P.M. and at 2-15 the retireljent was ordered. 
Here th~ casualties began in earne$t: for the enemy, following their 
favourite tactics of withholding their attack until the withdrawal of 
our truol;s, emerged suddenly from· the woods, :Ud the Northamptons 
who nuw furwed the rear-guard had 1 man killed and 11 wounded in 
quite a short time. The re_moval of the wounded became increasin£ly 
diflicult, and the gl'Ouud was to.o precipitous for stretchers. The 36th 

Sikhs WL'I'e sent La.ck up the hill to assist the Northamptons, who.were 
KC<'ll to lt~ sl!riou:;ly encumbered by their numerous killeLl and woundtld, 
1111d the f•J•Jt of ~~e hill was only l'eached at 5 P.M. Up to this point the 
N .. rthamptous, though having many casualties, had merely suffered the 
onliuary furtnHell of rear-guard fighting. But being now belctted, and 
am.iuus (as vue \'er~ion suggested) to make up for lost time, they took a. 

~'hurt l'Ut which, as it cltanced, lay thr·ough a nullcth ambuscaded by the 
t·ll<'IH)', {,•,·ling seeurcJ from furthtr lll.Olest:ation by reason of their n~ar

ll•·"-~ to calllp. The ru;trch through the nul/ah, under a. deadly shower 
tof llllllds, \l'.ls eonduded with wonderful coolness. Though powerless 

tu t•durt ll!~<•ll the tu!H't'ald enemy, and losing strength at every step, 
tln~ unlurky hand ~tuck L1·avdy to their wounded. When camp las at 
]a,t l'eacht•d at 8 Plot Li~utt'nant ~facintyre, a S~rgeant and eleven men 
t•f th~ r· ... :.;im~nt Wl'l't! r~purtl'd missing, anJ. were all found killtld next 
ruutlliHg. 8ir Williatu Lockhart at once ordered a lllilit:ary coul't of 
tllillliry tv IJl' ltdJ. r·egarditJg tl.is nry uufurtuuate aif;tir, and aftc~· 
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evillencc lwl been recunled the papers were sent up to Army IIt.>ad· 
quarters. 

Two days later the 2nd Brigade under Oen~ral Ga~elee, with two 
mountain guns and one company of Sappers, paid a second visit to Saran 
Sat· to complete the survey, bring in fornge anu de8troy the fortifica· 
tion~ of such Zakka Khel Yillages as could be reaeherl. This was all 
accompli~hed sati:;factol'ily and without any serioul3 lniRndventure; the 
deft•nces of about 40 village8 being destroyed. Our ca!\ualties were : 
~ecorHl-Lieut~tn;mt Wright, 2nd Queen\ ~lightly wvurHled; one man of. 
the 2ud (~ueen's killed, and one sepoy of the l-3rd Gurkhas slightly 

wuurHied. The enemy'~ loss was considerable, being at lea$t 12 killed 
anu 30 wounded by x·ifle fire, while the artillery fire was nbo etlcctive. 

While all this guerill~\ fighting was in progress the Political Officers 

under Sir William Lockhart were endeavouring to nrmnge for the 
~ubmission of the tl'ibe~men. Letters were sent out to all the sections of 
the Afridis and Orakzai, iutimating that if they would s~ud in th~ir ji•· 
g11lu anu promise submi~~ion, th~ terms of the Government would be made 

known to them. Tl~e Omkzai i~ryrths came in promptly and were informed 
that they would be required to make a formal dedamtion of submission to 
the Uovemment, to re8tore all ritles and Guremment property lutiled, to 

surrender 500 of their~Jwn rifles, to pay a fine of R~.ao,ooo and to give 

hoHtagt.·;,~ fvr the fulfilment of such terms as were not required to he 
canied out forthwith. They Wel'e furthP.l' informed that compensati(ln 
for damage dune to their builuings would he tnken into consideration 
I~Lter on, when the relations of the Government with the border tr·ihe~ 

would be re-anangeu. A fortnight's grace was allowed them to comply 

with these terms, and the ditl"erent clans departed ser~~>rally to consiuer 

their courses. Bdore leaving, the Jirgalts asked that the Go\'emruent 
~honld apportion the fine among the variou~ section~ of the tribe, but 
after consultation with the Political Officers Sir William Lockhart deciu· 

td th<\t the entire dtmand should be diviued equally bct.ween the G<\r 

and Samil fi\Ctions and that these should make all further internal dis· 

tril)ution themselves without assistance from the Gon:rnment. A~ for 
the Afridi.-l, mo~t of their jir!Jah~ also came in, some at once and others 

at intervals, to hear what termiJ the Gov~rnruent inteuded to impose, 

but tiro Afridi clans refti~ed t? come in or to hear any terntH at all, arHl 

defied the Gonrnment to" conu; on." Thel!e wer.e tlte Zakka Khel~ and 
the Aka Khds. To the .Hridi jirgah wltich did co1ue in Sir Willian1 
L•~~.lhart rdurned a st~rn an,; we~·, declining to li,ten to anytlting they 
}m(l tv say til' to dedare any tenus to tLeJU until the two rccakilrant 
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clanR of thei1· tribe had come in ltlBo, and warning them that unless 

RulnuiK:.;ion were voluntarily and quickly rude it wonld be vigorou~ly 
enf,,•·~e.d. The Zakka Khd~, who alone of all the Afridi .clans were 
r~ally re~ponsible for k(;'Pping hostilities so vigorou~ly alive, have theil• 

~:<ettJ,•ruents in the Bar,ar Valley and Khyber tracts during the winter, 

and mo,·e to l\hitla.n and the upprr part of the Bara Valley during the 
surnmf't', aml are the mo:.;t powerful of all the Afridi clans, mustering 

4/,00 fighting men, mostly well armed. Tbry are notoriously bloodthirsty 
and trea.cherou~, and :we dreaded even by their fellow tribesmen. It 
"as they who had planned and mainly eanied out the attack on the 
Khyll\:'1' po~ts, and in all the tribal councils during the pa~t few week~ 
they alone had funned the irreconcilable war party. The Aka Khds 
are fuuud during the wintt'r to the south-we~t of Pc~hawar, near Allwr. 
Their fighting ~trength is 1,800 men, and their po\·erty prevents their 

po~~(·s,.;ing many bre~chloaders. In the summer they mig1·ate to the 
Waran Valley, which lies due north of the !lf<t~tUJ'a. Valley, within 

~tt·iking cli:.;t:rnce of the place where Sir William Lockhart's force 

tben lay. By nature the Aka Khels are not a Yel'Y bloodthirsty elan, 
hut in this in,.;tance they wt>re dragged in the '1'ake of the Zakka. 
Khl·ls, antl the fact that the Mullah Saiad Akbar belonged to the clan 
no doubt pt'tllli!Jted tlwm stillmm·e str·ongly to hold out awhile for the 
1'\ake of their but. The appearance of a brigad:iu the Warau Valley, 
wht>re the Ah Khels wt're then ~trongly mustered, was therefore one 

of the fino:t ltlt>asm·es called for, and Brigadier-General Kempster was 
in~tmcted to carry out tl1is !llam~uue forthwith. 

At daylm:"ak on th~! 13th Noveml.!cr General Kempster's Brigade 
wilh ~o. 8 ~J~untain Datt~::ry Royal Artillery and No. 5 Bolllky 
~luuntain Dattery, tlnl 3lith Sikh~> anJ :;ollie colllpauies of Sap!Jtl'8 

~tarto:J out fur th~ \\'aran \"all~y by the Seri Kaudao Pass. Contrary 
to t}.ped<itiuu thll troops ent1:1·~d the valley pmctically without any 
t'l'l"'~iti;,a either Jul'iug t!Jt:ir aJ.van~e ol' later in the day; the cawp 

was twt fil'eJ into Juriug the night ; fol'age was obti.liutd in large 
yuaulities auJ willwut opposition, both un the 13th and 14th, and all 

at·J•t·;~reJ quiet. Sume wry intt're~tiJ..tg ldte1·s were found in Saiad 
.Hl,,u:~ lwu>e-w!Jidl was vi,iteJ aud J.estroyed during the reconnai~· 

... w,·c-awuu,.:,;l thew uue from the Ha.Jda Mulla.\J, written in ~ly or 
.\u,.:u~t. It MiJ t\.;l't tln! Turl..s l1aJ l:ulllplddy defeated the Gtt:tk,;, 

tbt tl1e Eu;,:li,h bJ L..·t>u tUl'Utd out of EgyjJt at1d de!Jt·in:"d of the use uf 
tLe :-;u.:t l'iwal, that tlnJ ~lvlJtu<Uhis had J~f,.atd us, that our power in 
lu,!;a Wil.::i vu tl.c W.Jlll:', iii1J tlwt nuw wa~ ll.1t: ti1.1.1e to ri"e agaiuot us, ail 
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Eogli~h troo~ could not stand campai3ning in the hot wei,ther. On the 
15th Novembet• the force l!.loved out to make a further reconnaiMsauce 
toward:! the junctivn of the W<u·an and Ma11tura Valleys so as to have 
this pvint accurately fixed in the survey of Timh which ~ill! being made 
under the general superiukndeuce of ()vlvnel Sit• Thomas llvldich. 
Althuugh the Aka. K.helll on the previous two days had shown no active 
ho~tility to the fr~e ruovement of our tt'<mps, due ruilitlt·y precautions 
had been taken throughout, and the wislum of thi11 cautiousuess was 
wdl exemplified on thtJ ljth. .Nv sooner had the advanced gu;~rd 

gut beyond tht limits of the camp, than a Briti~h flag of trucll 8ent 
out in tht: dirc..:t..iuu vi sowe Aka. Kl.tds, whu we1·e l!ecu c-.~miuJ out 

of their houtie::l) rilles in hand, wa11 tir~:d ou by Zakka Khd triucl!men 
}NSteJ ou an adjuining height, a Uul'kh;l H<~.vildat· being killi)J, and a 

l!t'j.loy wuundd. 'l'h~: rc..:uuuai&l<UlCI:l wa~ pushed forward, the tribcsrueu 
kt:t:!Jilll£ up a CoutiUUUIJ.i til'l:l1 UlOl"tl e:lj.lt:Cit~lJy UU thll l't:LUl"ll of thl:l tl'UUj.l~ 

tv camp. Thl:l ca,:,;ualti~::; duriug thi:l uay WCl'l:l 1 killed aud ti WUUUL!cu i 
2 of thl:l lattct· bciug Uordv~ Highla.uders, who wcrl:l shut a:~ they 
wel'l:! guiu;; to their pi~ht pust at dusk. It appeared later ou, from 

iufol'JUiltiun rc..:civ~ uy Cvlvud \rarbul'ton, who a~:wwpauied Ueu~:ml 
Ktlllj.lllter, that the Zd.kka Khd:~ h:Ld euterd thl:l Wamn \';dlcy duriug 

thtl night of the 14th ~uvemb~r and had tried to incite the Aka Khd:~ 
• to tight, in the hope th~t General Kelllpster would rdaliate by wlwlcsaltl 

d~:strudiun of ,·il!age:>, anJ su drive the Aka Khel:~ into the raub vf 

th~: inccuucilable:i. The .Ua KLel:~, L•·Wever, held aloof on thtl l.'ith, 

and cunse•iuently no damage was dune to thei1· huu:>es, in spite of tllll 

~1wt..s tired by Zakka Khel:~. 

Ordct'l! had been sent to Erigadier-Geneml Kemp~er to r·eturn to 
llaiLLn on the Hilh, SiJ: William Lockhart's iutentiun bei11g that the tirst 

ruore fMullaiJan-to Bagh-~lwuld begin on the lith with the :!nd 
Brigadt! and the Di\·iilional trvop~ vfthe ht Divi:~i"!l· Brigadier-Gentt"Jl 
Kemp:;ter aceurJingly j;_~ud ordt:l'~ to the etfcct that the l•aggage with 

sufficient esc•Jl't was to UI0\"1:! soon after daybreak; and the rr.ad ovet· th~: 
p:Loo.i.! and fL•r a great way un each sidt) !mel Leen so improved Ly tl1e 

exertiuns uf Xu. 4 BurulJ:Ly and So. 4 :\hth·a:~ Sapp!J~:rs that llt'atly all 
the b.1;;:;.1ge was ~afdy in (;;).lllp at llaidan by 3 r.:v. 

Ett as swn as the rdirem~nt of the truupi! began, the enemy, both 
Zal..ka 1\.hd., auJ .1ka KLd~, pr~:s:~~d Lo!Jly furwanl, an.d there tn~ued 

on~! of th~! bt:\'erc-.t r~:ar·;;ua.rJ a•;tiun:! of the wlwle cal.ll!Jaign. To 

d=:l'ik iu the ex¥:t vrJ.er of occuneuce all that took place is to incur 

liul.llt: 1-i.o.k 1Jf wufU;:;lllci tlu: nanatin, fur tien:ml bvilie~ of truo.(Jl!, bolated 
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from tl1e main hody, met with independent adveuture~.d~l&d&lCf,:J!.t; 
of tlu! field aud clul'in·• different stages of ~he general a;:'N,~Bu~t tlu 

0 ~ 

follnwin" extended account of the fighting, while faitllful enoug 1 i[ 
detail, "~11 perhaps he found as li.ttle involved as any that could well bt 

}JI'l'!Jal'\'d of 81leh an affair. 

At the outset the enemy were held back by the 1-2nd Gurkhas, 

admirably handled by Lieutenant-Colonel Tra,•ers, to whom two com· 
panies of the Dor~ets afforded great assistance. The 3Gth Sikhs had 

• bl:'en sent on to hold the pass for a time, and were eventually relie\•ed 

hy the 15th Sikhs; the two companies of the Dorsets and the l-2nd 
Gurkhas retiring over the past~, covered by the 15th Sikhs, who had 
parties out holding !Jei;,-hts on each side of the pass. The 3Gth Sikhs had 

orders when relieved by the 15th Sikh8 to take up a position further 
down the road and nearer Maidan, and to hold various positions on the 
high ground above the road, so as to COI'et' tl~e retir~meut of the 15th 

Sikhs. The Gurkhas had some very heavy fighting before they reached 
the pa:ss-'\\hich they did not c1·oss till3 P.M. or later-for the enemy's 
lllal'ksmanship was as usual excellent, and 3 men were killed and 5 

wounded, despite the cleverness of the Gm·khas in avsiling themselves of 

cover. Surgt>on-Captain Selby, !.M.S., attached to the l-2nd Gul'khas, 

sl10wed great courage in tending the w~unded under fire, a perilous 
• duty unflinchingly pel'fot·med. Lieutenant Wylie, a most popular Officer 

with all who knew him, who had ouly very lately been transfened 

fur duty from the 2nd Battalion of his regiment at Samana t{) the 
ht Battalion with the Main Column, was shot through the head by a. 
ts!my bullet, Captain Macintyre of his regiment carrying his dead 
<·omrade's h"dy himtidf till a litter could be obtained. The Gurkh~s, 
unee tht·y had Cl~J~sed over the pass, met with no further casualties till 
thl'y l'eal'hed.camp. But the 15th Sikhs, who had covered the Gurkhas' 
rdircmeut allll who were now in rear of every other regiment, had a far 
mole stiniug adl'eJ.tul'e awaiting them. As they began to d!'aw in 

tht•ir pickets holll the ht>ights above the pass, the enemy pressed forwarJ 

atlt'W in great numhet•s, aud many losses were suffered before Colonel 
.\ Lhott asst•mbh·d most of his rnen (he ~1ad only five weak companies) on 
the $trnpa,., llll the ~pur preparat"l'Y to a retirement fUI·ther down the 
l1ill. Tl11! tlll'tuy had by this time collected in a wood within about 
40 yards uf tl1t> IU:dn ltmyar, and w!Jile Captain Lewarne was tating a. 
l'ompauy uf the };Jlh Sikhs down from a post they had IJeen occupying to 
a t~~>itiuu furtlu~r duwn the hill, a Luge nullll!er of swordsmen chat·ged 
aft .. r l1illl. ( 'at•tain Ltwame \'et-y coolly halkd and fronted the cum• 
toan,l', fi.~.t·d l.;~~ und:~, and waited l.x:-fure (•t•t-Hiu:; fire till the swul'J...,men 
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were within 40 paces, At the same time a second party, undt>r Lil•ute· 

11ant Yivian, perceiving tlu .... enemy's nHllltt'UIT~, da~ht:>d gallautly up to 
Captain Lewarne to aid him in chetkiu~ it. ()u this occa~iun the Afriui 

),,~~t-s were undou Lted, for the clmrp·in" tl'ilw~men mt·lted a war lwfure 

the Sikh fire, ami the company re;~ch;d tl1e point it was making fur 

withllut further mole~tation. The fire on the main Lutly of thtJ J.jth 

Sikhs with Cvlonel Abbott in the large 81Wfl"~' west of the wvvd was very 
l~tmy indt:>ed; and at l•mgth Colunel Al1bvtt deemed it advi~able to 

apprise Brigatlier-General Kempster by signal that lti~ retirement was 

being greatly delayed by the pn!sence of woumled Sikh8 in the HUI!!Jar 

whom it wvuld be extretuely diilicult to can;· away umlcl' a ht•avy fire. 
Brigadier-General K~mpstet· at once issued m·tlers fur two C!•lllpanies vf 

the Dursets and five .companie~ of the 3Gth Sikhs to retum towanl;,~ the 

15th Sikhs and a~sist the r~tinment. Lieutenant-Volonel Haughton, 

Commanding the 3Gth Sikhs, was at that time riding with one of hill 

companies nearest the pass, while Captain Custauce was in command of 
another company of the 36th Sikhs holding a hill furtht>l' away to the 

right. Before receiving Gent>ral Keu1pster's ordt·r Colonel Haughton, a~ 
soon as he was infG'l·rued of the difficulty in which the l.">th Sikhs wHe 

immersed, at once, and of his own initiatin ;;tarted away with the >lingle 

companv near him, ar1d left ::\Iajor Des Yceux, his ~econd-in-cnlllnHliHl, to 
• l 

l•ring on the remaining three cnmpanies and the two companie>l of the 
Dorset Regiment. Captain ('ugtanee with his isolatd company lwwe\·er 

was the first to reinforce Colonel Abbott, the time being then about 4-15 

r.l!. The t.>nemy were firing with very great preci"ion from the woocl, and 

to show one's ht-ad a bon- the s•mgar8 was tn ri"k lmving a bullet tltrou~h 
it.. Culond AlJbutt had already been wounded hy a shot from a jhezait, 
apparently lualleJ with pieces of telegraph wire, whi~h 8truck him iu 

the face; inflicting a setious though happily not a dangerou~ wound. 
' C'aptaiu Custance, while reconnoitring f•Jl' ·a good pn,;itic,n for !tid 

cutupan,r, rec:eiHd two bullets through the helmet and wa:~ then shot 

thr••ugh the thigh, an.! buth he anJ Colonel Abbott were heilll{ 
c.:aninl U•JWU the hill in ~trekhers whn (',,)one! llanght•on arrived ou 

the ll<.:t'De . .:\hj•Jl' De~ Yu~ux, lJd•m~ fulluwin~ his Cul•lll<"l, !tall awaited 

the ani,·al uf three vtlter \'er:· Wblk C•J1up:111ie~ of t!te 3f!th Sikh:~, 
auJ with tlt.,,t! lte Ita,} al~u br•Jn:.;ltt a C•IUIJ!ilfl,V of the lJur·~..t ltegi

IJlellt'JnJ"r l'<t('t 1in Ituulw•ll•l: with Lieutenant Vowie anJ Lieutenallt 
Cr•Nke, Sutf.,Jk l:cgiment (attadteJ t•J the l>ur~et>! fur duty), as hi:~ 

su ba.ltern~ S•J<ill aftt:rwarlb Lit'utt:llilllt Hale:~, Ea~t Y urk:~hire Hegi
ntent (atta.t:heJ tu the lJorseh), abo came up with half a CIJill)lilll)'. 

In IJlaking his way to r~iufurce C.Jlt.nd llauo:lltiJfi .:\lajor De:~ Yu:ux 
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d~cidcd to take the company of the Dorset Regiment under Captain 
HammurHl ou with him, and to leave the o.(her half-company, of which 
Lieutenant Crooke wa~ in command, to hold a. house close by above the 
ru<H~ Lieutenant Hales also remaining on the spot with his half-company. 
The oltjt.>ct iu learing a. company of the Dorset Regiment to hold the 
hou~t:s was to give a pvint d'aJIJIUi for the troops in rear further up the 
pa~~. Major Des V <rux then hurried on with the remaining' companies 
of tilt! 3Gth Sikhs to catch up Lieutenant-Colonel Haughton, so that 
eventually thu lattet· had ncar him-though nut all concentrated in tha 
Slllll~ place, but in ditfereut po~itions on the spur west of the wood-10 
corupauit!~ Siklls and half company Dvt·sets. lt should be remarked here 

that although fot• the sake of simplicity the narrative is forced to speak 
of "comptmieR" they wer·e only companies in name, or the nuclcutl 
of companies. The half company under Captain Hammond, D01'8e~ 

Ht·gittu::nt, fur instance, had only 16 men, and the Sikh companies, 
e~pecially those of the 15th Sikhs, only numbered fl'Om 20 to 30 men 
eaeh, so that in all p1·obability Lieutenant-Colonel Haughton had not 
mo1·e than 200 men in all undt!r his command, e~pecially after he had 
sent on the wounded ahe;ld. As a matter of fact, mo~t of the regimen ttl 
in Geneml Kempster's Brigade were very short of men at that time, for 
tltill bri;;ade had borne the brunt of the losses, and many men bad lken 
inralided. !lfol'eover, there were men absent 4bn baggage duty and 

employed in conveying the wounded back to camp. Lieutenant-Colonel 
llaughtur{s force was at this stage in two portions, the greater part 
holding the 'ung1r close to the wood and a smaller part a ,,.,,gar further 
down the ~pur. Soon after Colonel Haughton's arrh·al the fire fr·om the 
woud, whidl had hitherto been intense, bt>gan to slacken. Appart!ntly 
this wa~ dthl to t•e tribe>ru~n lea\•ing the wood and working round by 
the uorth to try and cut in on the line of retreat further down the hilL 

In any ca..;;e, a~ the fire had begun to slacken and it was rapidly getting 
dark, and as the wounded h:td all been sent on and the '""gar. held wel'e 
untl'nable fur the night, Co loud Haughton urdeted a gr-Miual rt:tireruent. 

Tilt> 1~1rt.1' iu th~ w~ster·nuw~t •ungar covered the retu·ement of the other 

l'al'ty frvm the 11111gar n~arest the wood, and the march was made to the 
foot t•f the hill witiHJut furthet·loss. Here in the darkness the troops 
\wre ref,•rllll'<~ tath Oflieet• calling to a certain company to rnlly 
1un11J !tim, and se;m:h had to be made fur a !Jilth, as it was conskler·ed 
a,h i,.11.1,. tu l't·rmin on the ~pur on high ground rather than folli)W the 
h·<~l •··oa•l Juwn tlte ,.,.u,,h_ At tltis moJnuC'nt a. Leavy fire was opened 
•·u the r ......... hum in frvut, in flauk, and in rear. To have continued 
tht• luJ.It.U uuJ~;t thi:; Gte wvulJ La1·e iu\'vl\'ed Leavy lvS!! auJ lN"~iLly 
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di>Jaster. To have remained stationary would have been to sulJmit 
belvlessly to being shot ~?wn. In this critical 11ituation Colonel 
Haughton did not for a. moment lose hit~ presence of mind. He observ· 
ed, M well a.s it was possible in the darkness, that the fire carne princi· 

pally from some houses about aoo yards distant, and with svlendid 
decision he, ordered the troops to fix bayonets and tum the enemy out 
of the houses. Equally deci8ive was the response of the troops. Tho 
l>orsets with a cheer, and the Sikhs shouting their war-cry, advanced 
up the cultivated terraces against the houses, which by the way hall been 
set on fil'e that morning, the mud walls only remainiug. The enetuy 
replied with defiant shouts, and wi\ited till their assailants were within 
10 paces before opening a. very heavy fire. Luckily, and probably owing 
to the ground being in steps, the Afridi fire was too high, and only oue 
man of the 15th Sikhs, a Subadar, was hit and badly wounded. Of three 
pl'iucipal houses the 15th Sikhs occupied the northemmost house, the 
Dor8eh the centre, and the 3Gth Sikhs unller Colonel Haughton the 
BOuthern house. Lieutenant Munn, the Adjutant of the 3Gth Sikhs, mu 

one tribesman through with his sword on reaching the plateau or spur 
on which the housrs stood: and a few others were shot. But there was 

now great danger <•f the separated pal'ties firing on one another, anll the 
"cea:~e tire" was ac()()rdingly sounded, The 15th Sikhs and thtJ DurHets 
then moved down to the building helll by Colonel Haughton. All the 
l,uilllings were still too hot, after having been burnt, to allow of their 
being entered, and the troops were pla~ed in a SOI't of semi-circle with 
the main building behind them. There were no material8 for making 
h\l'l'icades and aungar•, and before the troops could be got into po~itiou 
and lie fiat on the ground a very hea.vy fire was poured in on them, kill· 
ing Captain Lewarne, 15th Sikhs, wounding Lieutetlant Munn, 3Gth 
Sikh~, and killing 3 scpoys and wounlling 5 others, Afte1· this a de~ultory 

tire wa.s kept up by the tribesmen outshle till the moon began to riHe. 

Meanwldle Major Des V<X'ux with his snmll force found l1ims!!lf 
cut off from his Colonel. In the attack on the villages l1e had taken two 
companies anll selected for assault a hou~e further to the south. Captain 
Ha111mond, temporarily separated from bis own company in the 
ctu·kness, accompanied bim. When the house had been seizell, it waiJ 
f•mnc! t•l be untenable and a move was made to anoth~r hrJu~e. Thi8 
builtlinJ, tl.ough it Lad been burnt, l1ad coolell UIJWn, and the J!<llty o£ 
ab.Jut two Wtak C•Jmpa11ie11 at (!nee set to work to make a brcasbi'(Jt'k 
11'ith clvdll (!{ burnt earth and pit:ces uf tiwl>er. :Majur Des Vu~ux 

Wa.i nvt atta~ktJ iu fvr~e, tLrJu;;h the eucl.Uy hvvenal rvuuJ fur Lvurs, 
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!ihout.inA" that tlr•'Y W'lul.t serve the defenders a.~ tlwy had Rel'Yed the 
d··f·~nders uf 8:\l'aghcri, arul even throwing !!toneR over the walls of burnt 
lrou~es IJelrin!L Commuui~;ation was established with Culonel Haugh· 
ton'K f•JI'Ce J,y wlristle, and tire f'entt·y had onler·s to fire an occa~ional shot 
to ~how the e11etuy our troops were ou the alert and not short of am
munition. Tire night was mi~erahly cold, especially for Culonel Haugh· 
tou's men, as they lrad not even a house to go into, and neither patty had 
great-coats or blanht~. Colonel Haughton himself went out and re· 
c•mrwitred under a hea,·y fire before dayureak, and finding that there 
was no ver·y intricate ground he tween himself and J\Iajor Des V reux, 
started olf to join hiw, the wounded hein~ carried on charpoys found in 
the huu~e~. The enemy fired, but the dim light did not admit of 
a<·•·uratc aim, and the retirement was well covr1·ed by Lieutenant 
Cowie with the Dorsets. When the whole fot'ce had been concenb-at€d 
a more was made towards camp, and the troops sent out hy General 
Kerup~ter ~o r·di•we Colond ILwghton were met about 8 A.M. Thus 
ended one of the most exciting rear-guard actions in the whole Tirah 
Campaign. But. one painful episode remains to be related. 

' . 
. It had fared very badly with the two half-companies of the Dorsets 

ldt behind hy Major Des Vceux on the pass the previous night to cover 
the intended retirement of Colonel Haughton'ltllittle for~, especially 
with the half-company under Lieutenant Crooke. At the outset the 
two half-companies, some 35 to 40 ruen in all, with Lieutenants Crooke 
and Hales, occupied a house and some 11111gars, a strong po:>ition, a little 
alJu\·e the road. It will be remembered that J.ieutenant Cr·ooke had 
hecn tuld l1y Major Des V reu:x: that he was to hold on to the houses what
erl'r might hap,len in order to cover the retirement of the Sikhs from 
tht> pass. It was dark, and men were heard moving down the road 
in the nu1/al• bdow. Tlu>se wel'e chi\llenged and it is said they replied 
tla•_r Wt're Sikhs. This point will probably never be cleared up, fur bfJth 
Lit•utenant C'r\ouke and Lieutenant Hales are dead, and the men, and pos
r>iLI_r also the !\'un-Commissioned Offict:rs, who all come from Madras 
('nlltonment~, are unacquaint<'d with Hindustan~ and I he fact of thechal
lt·ngin)! is not clelll'ly e~ta.Lli~hed. In any case, Lieutenant Crooke, a very 
r<lpalJie Offic:t'r and of great exper·ience, bdit>ved that the men below 
l.itn Wtl'e the lJth and 3Gth Sikhs, and in that erroneous belief ~e pro
l.al.ly gave the order to retire-},is half-company on one side of the spur 

nt·<ll't'~t tl1t> nulla4, the other half-cc•mpany further away. As a mattdof 
f.kt tht> !\It'll whom l1e had thallengt'd were Afl'idis, and they came on 
l.il'llli'H:wt ( ·r~l<•kt·'s half·compan,·, killin" },iru and 9 men and woundin11 
7 utht·l"'- l'riratc: Yid .. dJ of u:is half-~w1.auy, wLo haJ preriuuhl; . 
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distin~nishf'<l l.im~f'lf by trying to &We a wounded man nnd,,r a hPat'Y 
fire at D<n·gai, was one of tlfe wounded. He was shot through the fuot 

and was then attack eel by three swordsmen. He shot the first, bayonet· 
ted the second, losing his bayonet In the man's body, and then clubbing his 
rifle knocked the third man's brains out. Finally l1e returned to camp 
bringing ·with him a wounded cotnrade, Lieutenant Crooke's half. 
company, which suffered so severely, belonged to Captain IIarumond'~ 
company of the Dorset Regiment, "hkh l111d afforded such grt>at 
aMistance to the Northampton Regiml'nt on tht> !Jth October, by helping 
to cnver their re~irt>ment, and, aesi~ted by the 3Gth Sikhs, to carry in 
their wounded. J . 

A lew word;~ remain to be said about the main body o£ Brigadier· 
Gt>neral Kempster's force. These troops had hehl on as long as pos~ihle 
to the foot of the hill the previous evening in the bopes of being a hie to 
cover the retirement of the 15th and 36th Sikhs and the two half-com· 
panie'l of the Dorset Regiment ; but as darknt>ss came on, and it w11S 

impoBSible, for the artillery especially, to ~e to fire, Brigadiet-Gennal 
Kempi!ter ordered ,~he retirement to be continued, and camp was reach· 
ed about 8 l'.li. Arrangements were at once made for a force to 
be sent out at daybreak towards the pass. All through the night single 
men of the Dorset Reif.ment, a great many of them wounded, straggled 
into camp, but the half-company which Lieutenant Hales had command· 
ed was brought in intact by the Sergeant. The bodies of Lieutenants 
Crooke anJ. llales and nine men were found .cloee together in a nu/lah, 
and the funeral of the two Officers and nine men took place on the 

evening of the lith November in one part of the camp, while Captain 
Lewarne and Lieutenant WJlie were buried together(~n another part. 
It was a sad ending to what haJ. otherwise been a very successful expedt· 
tion, but one and all who spent the night in the captureJ. houiltS were 
unanimou~ on one point-however much their testimony on main points 
owing to the darkne:l.il was in conflit:t-that Lieutenant-Colonel Haugh· 
ton's eoolnes.s, exeellent taeti~:al arrangements, and presence uf lllind, from 
the ruolll~;nt be arrived with his Slllall reinforcelll.:nts at the pam~ till the 
rdi~\·ing trot•pi! were mt>t next day, completely outmatched the enemy 
aull pit'Vt-ntffi what ·ruight under the leatler~hip of a less coul and able 

C(•Iutu~nJ~r han ken an actual di'iai!ter. As it was, every wan bf the 
llursd~ l:ith or 3Gth Sikhs, who t(J~Jk part in tl1e bayontt charge on the 
houst:s, had good reailon to be proud of Lis performance. 

Our (1\Sualty list for the whole affair was a long one, and included 
4 Otfu-ers killed anJ 3 wounih:d: the tvtal fvr all ranks king 3;1 
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kill·~l anJ 3G "''Otin<lNl. The full return is as follows :-Dorscts-killed: 
Li(•ntenant G. IJ. Crooke (Suffolk R<'gimeat), Lieutenant Hales (East 
York~l1ire), both attached to the Dorsets, and 10 men; wounded: 8 men. 
I ;1th SikhH- /.·i/l1·d: Captain Lewarne and 1.0 men ; trounded: Colonel 
A hlJOtt I slig!Jtly) and 13 men. 3Gth Siklu;7 kil/ed: 6 men ; tcounded: 

Captain Custance, Lieutenant Munn and 7 men. 2nd Gurkhas-killed: 

Lieutenmt Wylie and 3 men; tvout•dtd: 4 men. No. 5 Bombay Moun· 
tain Battery-wuunded 1 one man, 
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.CHAPTER Xll 

f'D PLU OJ CAliP..llGJ' I'UJlTBU DKVILOPkD. 

<n the 18th of November Sir William Lockhart was at Jast able to 
IDake a move from Maidan, and he turned his face to the north-east in 
the direction Cll Bagb. There w~~ senral reasons why it was consider· 
ed desirable to move from Maidau : the troops had enausted nearly all 
the grain and fonge in the 'ricinity of the camp; a move to Bagb threat-

. eoed other aectioos of the Mridi tribe, notably the Malikdin and Kuki 
Khels (for from Bagb a path exists into the Rajgul Valley by following 
the Shalol. atream to. Dwatoi); and the moral effect of our troops 
ei.camping round Bagb, which bears a aomewhat sacred character, would 
aLlo have a wboleaome effect ~ convincing the enemy generally of our 
power to moYe and encamp anywhere. Part of the ht Division (Major
General Symons') began .the mOYe on the 18th November, the force 
consisting .of the 2nd Brigade and the Divisional troops. The distance 
to .Bag'h from Maidao ia about 3 miles, and the attitude of the 
tribesmen aa the trOOps advan~ on Bagh was at lint undecided, u 
they were aeemingly under the impreasion that the monment wu in 
eoonedion with either foraging or J'fC.'Oilnaiaeance, and that it would be 
followed by the ueual retirement to Maidan in the evening. .Aa aoon, 
Lowenr, aa it wa<J perceived that the intention of General Symon~ was 
to camp at Bagb the enemt• resistance became very strong, and aome 
port.ioo of the troopo~were under fire for nearly elevelf hours, i.t., from 
about 'l .&.JL to 6 r.JL, the enemy firing from the aorro110ding height& in 
three-quarten of a circle. The fi.re wu particularly heavy from a hill 
DOC'th·weilt of the camp ; and this eminence had to be heavily shelled by 
the artillery ud then attacked by the Queen's and the 3rd Sikha before 
the ftlftlt! coold oc:eupy it The L'llawting troope having c:aptured it, 
<.apt.ain Parker• Battery, No.! Derajat, c:ame into action on the hill and 
made euelltnt pnctice against ecattered partiee of tribe&men on aur. 
rounding hil1J; but ao boLl were the enemy that a certain number erept 
up to ~&hiD 500 yard~ of the battery, and the :Battery Officen had aome 
"'f:'l1IW'l'OW tii2JIH. CaptauiPark:er wu ahot through the clothe~ 
without the bul~ hurting him; one BUt.ltern had his ear grazed b7 
aaotbe.r build and &DOth« had &he boa. of hia aword aid aw~y. To 

. the wesi aad M'th-we:K of the camp the enemy were boWing aome 
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tuwers an,ll••}lls.'B and were keeping up a \'er·y :;all in~ fire, and thf'y h~d 
to l!e Ji~l .. (l;;c:u frum tl1eir pusi tiuu~ IJy sing!!! c<•lllpauie.s !Jf the Y urk· 
~!.ire llegiweut, who were most gallantly lclt,-notably so by 2nd-Lieu• 
t<'uaut Edwarus, who with a section of 13 men ad,·anced and turned 
tl.e en~my out of a house on hiil front in tLe most gallant manner, lU8ing 

tLe v.olvur-Scrgeant of the company and one man. The wtal .losses 
iucuned before the wemy could be expelled from all the positions 
they had bc~n holding and Jlicket.<~ fJl(l(;ed on such of them a.s it wa.s 
dec~ued dcsira.ule to huld for the night, were 5 men killed and 22 

wounded. l:nJaunkd by tempor-ary l't\'el'$e<l, the enemy a.s soon as 
Jarlnc~~ <:ame on crept in ktween the pkket post-S and opened a ruost 

galling fire, and at oue time a conc~rt.:d volley was fired str-aight at 
:Majur-GetH:ral l:'yllloll~: head-quarters, the Lullets fut tunately all being 

tou l•igh. l:lo ucellently had the troops entrenched them~el¥e~ that 
tl.cre were uo cal'iualties frolll this night firiug, though some animals 
Wt't·e hit. The Uut kt.a ~cout:~ of thtl 5th Gur-khas did Uct!ll~ut Stlt\·ice 
UUtiug ll1e 18th ~unlllbd·, killing St'\"lll'al of the enellly and many lllul'e 

v.·t:te St!t!ll IJt'ing carded away wouud~d. 

On the 19th the troops under !lfajor-General Syft10ns were elllploy
ed in::;till fmtlu:r f,:,rtifyiug the picket posts. All the spare animal~ 
were t;(•ut l·a~k w Camp Maidan to a:;sist in r.emo,·ing some 10,000 
tHauuJs of ~tore~ udunging w the 4th .Advanced Depot at !IIaidan, and 

so excellent was the W(•t·k done by the CX.mmissariat and Tran8pott 
Otlh:ct~ at Maidau that the whole of the~e stores were removed to Bagh 
loy 1:! noun on the 20th. On the 19th, t.oo, the 4th Brit,rade., with most of 
tht!lli,·i,iunal tro..•p:> of the 2nd Di¥ision, !IIajor-General Y eatman-Biggs, 
a11d lJj,·isi,•nal ~t:ttf, ac..:ompanied by Sir William Lockhart with the 
l!.,ad-tptatl<:r Stall~ lllultd to Bagh, leaving Bl'ii:;adier-Gener'cll Kelllp
rkr't~ litigade and ~>llllJt! of the Divi>iunal u·o..•ps khind to eonr the 
lelulllal t~f tl•t! 4th Advant:d Dtp.jt 8tol'ts to Bagh and to fullow on 

"l.eu all W.ts dl'ar, TLt>~e was a gvud dc::alt~f firing into camp at Bagh 
t•ll tlu~ H•tl1, l..Jt C'illll}• !llaiJan wa.; ltft t:Ulll},lddy alllllt l•y tLe enewy, 

thuut:h ('I cty )>1\'}>aratiun had llt'tn lllad~ by Btigadier-Gendal Kelllp· 
~t\'1· lu Ju,·~:t au attad;. The tc::lllJ•<'l<lture at l'arnp Bagh, although tLe 
p"utall1e" lit a lvlld altitude tLan l'alll!J :llaiJau, was cunsideraLly 
l·,,!,ld', f,Jl' tlu: ruiui1uutu t<:~llpc::ratur~ vn the 19:h was 21• and the waxi
auuru 113 ·, ;u,d aftd' tl.at date tLc: culd gr~atly ium:a..sd in &e\·ertity so 
llll•..:L ~>v tl.at t•ll tlu: uigL.t vf the :.."Jth :21" uf flo~t Wd'!! l'tc~tdetl 

Uu tl.c :..••tl, ~vh:wkt· at aLuut liJ v'dock in thtl lllul'ui.u'' the 
L.J..u hLd:i 1.u.t.J.~: a Jd~.:u.uiu~:J dlvll tv~.:ut 11lf th~: w.il11f a :.u,·~~y 
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proceediog up towards the Arhanga Pas:'!. No. 4 Company :Matlms 
Sappers wer~ working not very far from the scene of the occmTeuce, 
and :\lajor Kelty, Coruma~cling the Royal Engineer>!, 2nd Divi~ion, 
dit·ected the company to cease work and move off to the scene of attack, 
So promptly did the comp1ny act under CapbLin Wright's command 
that the enemy were dl'iven up the V<\lley towartls the Arhanga Pa:~s, 
where,:\~ good luck wouhl have it, a half-battalion Gordon Highlanders 
under :\bjor Downman were posteJ. Two companies of this regiment, 
moving sepamtllly, hurried down two spurs lying on either side of the 
ravine, and the enemy were thus caught between two fires, theit• losses 
being t"stimated at something like 40. Unfortunately a sowar of the 
l:!th &nga.l Cavalry who was with the convoy, and four drabie8luLd 
been killed before the Madras Sappers could arrive to their assist

ance. The same day a great number of towers and fortified houses, 

from the neighbourhood of which foraging parties had been fired on and 
from which sniping into camp had taken place, were de~troyed, and this 
and the further destruction of towers and fortified posts south of the 
camp ne.'l:t day, had a most salutary elf~ct, for there was little or no 
night firing aftllrwards and foraging parties were practically unruo· 
lt!dted. •· 

On the 2ht November Brig:ldier-General Kempster's Brigade with 

the remainder of th !troops of the 2nd Division, moved to Camp Eagh. 
As the last of the 3rd Brigade troops marched off from Camp :Maidan, 
the enemy, who had been watching t!.e movement from neighLolll·ing 
hills, swooped down on the site of the old camp, running hither and 
thithet· in the hope appal't'ntly of finding soru~thing uf value left be
hind, but they were doom~d to di:~appointruent, and a few shelli! from 

s•.~rue guns in the rear-guard, within range of which ,they bad incau
tiou~ly ventured, troublt:d. them considerably, whereafter the mardt of 
the 3nl Bri;,ra.de was practit:ally unmolested. Meanwl.i!e the 2nd Bri
gado>, Brigadier-General Ga!ldee's, had moved out from Bagh nry ~:ady 
that morning and lMd set fire to sorut' 60 or 70 towel-s and luovlwled 

houses smtth of Camp Bagh. 

There being no definite prospect of the Zakka Khels making suh· 
mb:;i•m the t~rmi! of the Govemment were now at la~t announ~~tl to 
fvur ~HriJi jirgali1 whkh had been in camp awaitin~ the declaration for 
a1out p. ful'tni;;ht. The~e terms were: the surrender of all stolen pro
perty, a fine of r~.51),f)f)l) and tl;e handin.~ in of 1<0() breech-loading- rifleil. 
The f•Jllr jir!Ja~l in attruolanee l't'l'rf'~otd tl1e ~hlikdin, Adam, Kamhn 
and A.ka Kht:!:S: to tho> ot!tl:'f trilw~ fJI'udam.Lti•Jila ann•JUndn; tht:: tcrw~ 

ll!·de oc4t out by t1e Politkal Ulli~:tril. 



( 201 

' On the 22nd No\·ember a most ad,·enturous and, as it prowd, 

l!ncr~.>~sfull·wmnaissance was made to Dwa~i or Di,·a Toi (8if1nrfying two 
rin~n;,), at the junction of the Rajgul and Shaloba. streams. Brigadier· 
General \Ve~tmacutt commanded the force, which Sir William L.lckhart, 
Brigadier-Gt~ndal Nidwl~on, and some of the Officers of the hea•i-quarter 
sta1f accolli)Janied. The column was con1po8ed of the King's Own 
s.:ottixh llorderers, the Yorkshire Regiment, the 36th Sikhs, the 1·2nd 

and l-31'd Gurkhas, the 28th Bombay Pioneers, two companies of Sappers, 
(No. 4 }faclr-a~ and No.4 Bombay) and two batteries. The route taken 
was a. ditiicult one, and goes for the· most part along the bed of the 

~halulJa stream, through a deep and narrow gorge j the track crossing 

and recrvssing the stream, whid1 is knee deep in plaC'es. Wet to the 
wai~ts as tht>y were, and with no food beyond what they carded in 
tl1eir havn.·~a,·h, the tr·oops spent a most trying night out in the bitter 
eold at Dwatoi without e\·en their blankets and great-{:oats: Sir William 
Locklmrt himsdf l1ad no g•·eat-eoat or bedding that night. Although 
the tribe~men on either side of the pass were held off as far as was 
p•!~siLie hy tht' York~hire Regiment on the right flank and the l-2nd 
Gutlhas nu the left tlauk, the enemy were neitll'theless aLie Ly 
oc.:up~·ing subsidit\ry spurs from the main line of hills on both sides to 

keep up a well aimed fire on the troops and animals nwving along the 
rarine L~lo':", and they also sniped a good deaf' at the pickets placed 
round the camp at night, the total casualties on the 22nd bt<ing 2 killed 
and 15 wound~J. Of these casualties, two were Officers, one heing 
Lieutt'nant Jou~s of the Yotkshire Regiment, killed, and 2nd-Lieutenant 
Watson of the same regiment, dangenmsly wounded. It appeared that 
as tlu~ Yutk~hit·e Rtgiment were moving along the cre11t of the hills on 

the right tlauk o'\the line of mat·ch, Lieutenant Jones saw a few men on 
a ~JIIIl' Lt>low firing at the troops in the ra\'ine and took three men with 
him to try and tum th~m out. The enemy were so well concealed, 

lwwl'rer, tl1at altlwu;:;h he approached wry near indeed to where they 
Wt·re tlwuglit to be, their exact whereabouts could not 1e disco\'ered: 
aud Li .. uttnant Junes then most coumgeousl~·, lea,·ing Lis men where 
tla·y Wl't't'1 \H·nt ulf hy hin.1solf to try and get round the enemy's 
flauk. hen this matHl'U\Te did not avail him, and he l'lhouted to oue 
uf his lllt'll to come round to him : but before the man reached Lim he 
"'as t>t·•·ll tu jUlup vn to a rock and empty his revolver, and then faiJ back 
wuunded. H~ had sut•ceeded in unearthing the foe, but l1is.daring cost 
ltilll lois life. A ~·tiou uf his company hurl'i~:d down to his assistance 
aud :!lul-Li,·utt'IJant Wat~<•ll, "·lw cotumand .. d, und .. r a hea,·y fit·e 
J•l\•<:l.'l:'<lcd tv gd tl1e wuuudd Oltict'l' iutu a ~trddtt'r1 di,·e~ting Liu.~df 
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ol his coat to serve as a pilloiV. By the time this was done Lieutenant 
Watson hirnsdf was most d,angt>ruusly wounded. The bullet br·uke a 
rih, having entered his ldt sitle and come out between the shoulders; 

fortunatd~· without actually bitting any -rita! part. A bnce-C,)rpoml 
with him was shot dt"dll. The~e how~wr wt'fe the onlv casualties in 
the Yorkshirt> Regiment th<lt daJ'; though the regime.nt rnd with 1\ 

good deal of oppo!!!itivn. The completion of the rt>connai~nC'e without 
furtht>r loSM on the 2Znd and the equal sncC't'il-J of the return journey on 
the 24th were undoubtedly due to tht> 11kilful manner in 11hkh the 
troops were handled and to the faeility with whkh the men had adapted 
th~:rugeJves to the peculiar conditions demandt"d in warfare against 
&killed mark8men and &kirmisbers like the Afritli11. The Yorksl1ire 

&girnent, 11·hich left camp before daybreak on the 22nd, hati sueh 

extremely difficult ground to traverse that their baggage mules con!tl 
not accompany them, and their baggage had to be conveyed up to them 
by hand on the 23rd, by which time they had bt>en 3G hours without 
great-coats., blankets or food other than that whkh they !Jad bl·ought in 
their havresack~. The l-2nd Gurkha.s perfurm~:d equally gnod !!etvice 

on the left tbnk Wl~h that rentlered by the Yorkshire &~iment on the 
right, and had three men wounded. The i!fOund they had to trn1•eroo 
11·as also ,-ery dtfficult, and instead of there ~ing one continuous crtst 

on which they could m~ve smoothly along, the mnge of hill>i is broken 
up into a series of kn•.olls with deep ravines betw~en them, so that the 
Gurkha.s were continually ascending and de;K;~nding over very ru;;ged 

ground. A curious incident occurred during this porti(ln of tlw ruarch. 
A& tlle Gurkhail were advancing on the 22nd ~ovemlxr the lcatling 

llConts shot an Afridi who was trJ·ing to dri1'e off sorue cattle, and when 
the roan's body was found a little Afriili baby was di8CO~ ered hy his side. 
It de\·olved on the liess President of the re;;iment, who corul'uted the 
baby's age to be lS months, tu arr~nge for its nouri~hment and nursing. 
Fvr the f·.orruer essential he provided from the st-anty me;.s stvn·s snme 

Swiss milk, and for the latter a .Kohati f•.ollower wail found who, being 
uext door in blvod to an Afridi, Wail pron:o(>ted to the p<'8t of nurse. Tite 

questi•m c.f th~ disposal of the baby on tlte 24th, wh~n the return jour· 
ney to Eagh Wa.i to be made, became rather embarra~;..ing and the l!e~s 
Presi.lent dt"CiJed to rest•">re the infant to itll kin><f.,Jk. Ae<:(>rdin;;ly, 
ail tht'house wM being Ja"'-~ wh~re tl•is curio11~ ca1Jture wa.~ n1ade, the 

l~by w<U d~p~ ... ited on the thr~LolJ in full view of the Afridis who as 

ui'ual were pres.;.in~ (•n tl1e retir·en1ent. 
.!t ha.s been sai•l, the )fain C.Jlumn tff~r:ted a mo~t l!ucce;;.-.ful 

r retiren t-nt to Bac;h fr•Jill Dwat•Ji on the 24th ~·JHDJber, the brunt oi 
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covering, wl1ich fell on the 3Gtb Sikhs, was admirauly performed.· The 
ell!'lll)' at fir~t Jll'C~~ed on the t·etireruent ~·rongly, and so boldly at one 
juncture that they actually essayed to cut in between a company of the. 
3GLJI Sikhs and drive off some ho~pital ponies which were being kept 
lnt<:k to carry any slightly wounded men. Another compa~y. of the 
3Gth Sikh~, howe\·er, charged down ou these adventurous spirits, who 
as a re8ult had several killed and fire or six of theit• fire-arms captured. 
The column mo\'ing along the ravine were all back in camp before 

du~k; ha,·ing suffered losses to the extent of 17, of which the 36th Sikhs 

had 2 killed and 13 wounded, including Captain Venour, 5th Punjab 
Infanta·~·, attached to the 36th Sikhs, slightly wounded. Owing to the 
n·ry late arri.,al of the baggage on the 23rd a tho1·ough reconnaissance 

of Rajgul Ya11ey and the entrance to the Bara Yalby could not uc 
made, but enough of it was seen to show that the routt> from Dwatui 
onwards thwugh the Bara ,~allt>y is con~idet-auly easier than that 

frvm Bagh to Dwatoi: Thus ended what under the circumstancea was 
pronounced one of the most successful reconnais~ances yet cat-ried out in 
Aftidi-land. It is worth mentioning her·e that when the 3rd Brigade 

left Maidan on tl1e 21st N O\'emuer, the 15th Sikh had been obliged 
mHh·t· ord~rs from Sir William Lockhart to put company with the 

lorigade :md march back to the ad ranee hase at Shinawari. Before their 
d~parture Si1· William Lockhart issued a most ctmplimenta.ry order in 
t't'gard to this gallant corp~, stating that it was only because the regiment 
was redul'eti by wounds and di~ease that he had decided to send it 

l•a•·k t•> the Line of Communication. He further said that the regiment 
had nol.ly uphdd the grand traditions of the Sikhs and of the 15th Sikhs 
in partil'alar. The l,\ace of the regiment iu the 3rd Brigade was taken 
},y the ~nd Pnu~lu Infantry. 

X uw that Hajgul Yalley had been inl"aded it could fairly be said 
tl1al tl1e wl111le vf Tirah had heen on:~rrun by our troovs, who WOI'eO\'er 

l1ad st.·adil,r applit'd tht'mseh·es for many days to dt'stroying the villages 
al!d furtiti .... l t'Udosures of the obstinate Zakka .Khels. There was now 
at•J·m~utly no further ubjed to be gained by remaining in Til'"o~.h and 
wiukring iu the C(•ld uplands, as the tribo>smen, with their homesteads 
iu ruins and thei1· supJ•lies eatt-n up, wvuld of nt'ces~ity move down to 
tlu.• ll.u-a and Bazar Valleys, eren if not Jriren thither by the troops. 

In f<~d many uf th ... m had a.h·eady ldt Tirah, and tho&e who I'elllained in 
I:aj~ul w~J·t> )ll'ul.a\,Jy rt>grt'tting they did not ruake their e~ape before 
1•11r t1wp~ lll'l"':trt'•l at Dwatoi. The time had consequ~ntly come 
fur d.anr::iu:,! the La.~e of op<·ratiuns frolll S!Jinawt~.l'i tv Pt'~ht~.war, and 
tl.i11 tlal~>f ... r was bt:g-nn f,,l·tllwith L~· tt'luu\·ing alll1ea\"y Laggage bao:k • 
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to Shinaw~ri. The troops ht>ing then more lightly equipped were ('Milled 
to OpE'mte with greater fretdom, while the milder climate in the Bat~\ 
Valley would permit of thl'ir bivouaeking without serious hardship. 
General Hammond's column also made ready to move at short notice. 

But before Sir William Lockhart began this movement in conct>rt 
with the Peshawar Column, it was desit·able first of all to st'ttlt> up 
accounts in the Kurram Valley, or at all events to make qt:ite sure that 
C'olund Hill, Commanding the Kurram Muva1le Column, was 1:m~tt>r 

of the situation in that quarter. Captain Ross-Kt>ppel, Political Officer 
in the Kurram, had a few days previously sent out the following declara
tion of terms to the Khanki Khel C11amkannis :-To pay a fine of 
Rs.l,OOO, to surrender 30 breech-loading rifles, and to restore all Govern
ment property looter!, On the 19th November tbe Chamkannis sent in 
tlu~ir reply, deliberately rejecting the Government terms, and dt{ring 
Colonel Hill to f:'nforce them. On learning of thi~, Sit• William Loek
]J:ut promptly ordered an advance into the Chamkanni and MaH>~uzal 
country, by w~y of the Lozaka. Pass, the movement to be nutde in eoncrrt 
with an advance of thf:' Kurram Column up the Kharmana defile. Owing 
}JOWt'Vf:'f to the more important operations undertaken in the neiglltoOUf· 
hood of Bagh, as already de8cribed, it was not until the 26th Novemht'r 

that the 2nd Brigade (If the Tirah Field Force was fref:' to start for the 
Lozaka Pa.ss. On the 27th Nowmbf:'r Sir William Lockhart himself, with 
mflre troops and accompanied by Bri),:adiet·-General Nidwl~on, Cl,ief 
of the Staff, followf:'d the 2nd Brig<Lde into Kurram. The whole 
column was placed under the immediate command of Brigadirr·General 
Gase1Pe1. and con• is ted of the West Surrt>y, the 3rd Sikh~, the 2-4th 
Gurkha.<~, the 28th Bombay Pioneers, No. 1 Kobat ~~ountain Battery, 
No. 5 Bombay Mountain Battery and No. 3 and No. 4 Companies 
:Bombay Sappers. The troops following b(·hind with Sil• William Lock
hart were No.2 Derajat )lount<lin Battery, the York~hire ReghuE<nt, the 
l-2nd Gurkhas and the half battalion Scots Fusiliers. Bl'igadier-Gt'nt'ral 
Gaselee met with no serious opposition when he crossed the LO?J"\ka Pa~s 
(on the 28th Non~mber. The enemy occupie<l a 1ungar at the t<'P r,f a hill 
On the Jine of aJrance, and a CfJIDpany of the Queen·~ n~l-\irnerot under 
Li.:ut~nant Englt'due spe~uily diiJJ,Jdged tlu~m, !oiling only @e Juan kill .. d. 
Tl1e other casualties were sel·en sepoys wr,unded. Aftt-r tl1e rwigh· 
bourii.Jg Yillages l1ad Leer1 deiltroyed by way of reprilial, the ad,·;mee waH 
c•mtiaued, 'and on the rurJrnin'g uf Decerul~a· llit Sir William Lockhart 
and Culond Hill met at Luwal'imela, alJO,ut a ruile taMt of E.'"~' (the 
&:t'lle of the unf•Jrtunate reconnai:<.~:;anc:e ·which tlm~e weth r,reviou,;Jy 

~ haJ f:'nJeJ in the di~ .. ter to the Kapurthala ['icht). Tllt-re wa11 at t11;s 
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Jl~"l'ind much ~niping into camp at night time, nnit on the 2!lth Non'tn· 
ltt•r· Sir P1·atab Singh, Extra Aide-de-camt' to Sir William Lockhat't, 
was wouridl:'d in the illmd. Sir William Lockhart, in reporting the inci· 
d•!nt to Anuy Head-quarters, remuked :-"He (Sit· Pratau Singh) hctd 
J 1 i~ hand bound up by his serrant and said nothing on thl' subject, 
This plucky behaviour on Sir Pratab Singh's part is only what migl1t be 
expected of a man of hi11race and soldiel'ly int>tincts. '' 

After the meeting of the two columns 11t Lowadmela the Kur~·am 
rulumn under Colonel Hiilmarched towards Thahi, the chid village of 
the Khanki Khel Clmmkannis with orders to hurn and destroy all \'illages 
Oil the way. The force was dirided into two columns: No. J Column· 
under Colonel Mone\'1 Central India Horse, consiHting of the 2-4th Gur
kluts, a half-compau;• of the BL>mlny Sappet·s and Minet·s· No. l Kohat 
:Mountain Batter,r, 150 carbint>s of tl1e Centt-al India Ilo1·se, di,;uwunted, 
and one field troop Central India. Hoi·se ; and No.2 Column undet' Colo
nel Got·don, consi8ting of the 6th Bengal Caralr·y and the 12th Bengal 
Jnf;wtry, 2 M~xim guns, the Scots Fusiliers, 150 carbines of the Gtb 

Bengal CaYalry dismounted, the Kapurthala Infa .. try, and the 1-5th 
flurkhas. The 1-5th and 2-4th Gurkha scouts covered the adrauce of 
hoth columnA on the left flank No. l Column ad\'anced upon Thahi from 

· tht> south and No.2 C(>lumn from the west. Th8latter anived at some 

outlying hamlets about one mile south and west of Thabi at 9-50 A.M., 

and the adranccd guard carne under the fire of some sharpshooters occu
p~·ing the hills beyond; but the two Maxim guns took up an excellent 
po~ition in some scrub jungle on a knoll and kept the enemy's fh·e 
under. The Enginerr party with a strong escort then proceed~d to burn 
and destroy the, hamll:'ts. Signalling communication was now estab. 
lished with No. 1 Column, and ordet·s were sent by Colonel Hill, who 
was with that column, to proceed right up the defile to ThaLi and join 
hand~ with him; he being tl1en within one mile of and oredooking 
Thabi. Cvlonel Gordt•n at once issued orders f•1r the 1-5th Gurkhas 
tt• proeeed, f,J\lowed l•y the :Maxim guns, the 6th Bengal Ca.Yalry, t\1e 
1\apurt!tala Infantry and the l:.!th Bengal Infantry. Thtl defile was 
\'t•t·y nanow, in some }1laces not more than 50 yard:4 across, with p1·e
t'ipitous tlitfs on eithet' haud t·i~ing to 800 ot· 1,000 feet aLore tl1e bed 
••f the rin•r·. On debouching froru the defile at Thal>i the head J!f the 
(•ulutJtll tur·ued ttl the St•uth to juin Colunel .Money, whneupon the 
t-ueu•,r, followin~ tltdt• invatia.t.le }1lan, appeared on the high ground 
mt•t· tltt' ta\'ine and t'nmmt>nct>d allt'a,·y fire. The 1-5th Gurkhas and 
tlu: eth B~.·nlo"ll t'a\·alry at unce ext<.•ntlt'd tu corer the witl1drawal of the 
lt·maiud.·r t•f the fol'<'e tl•t'l!llgh the 111riue, and while this wa:s king-
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clone Lieutenant Ri~:hmond Battye of the Gth Bengal Cavalry wM 
killed. 4- little later the t'l'O con,panies of the 1-5th Gurkhas and the 
6th Bengal Cavalry, after debouching from the defile, came u~der 'a 

trying fire from the enemy's sharpshooters on the opposite hill. The 
enemy had excellent cover among trees, with the additional adnmtage 
of being posted above the Gurkhas and the Cl\valry, who were on 
the edges of rice terraces which formed the side of the slope up 
which they had to retire to join Colonel :Money's Column .. It was during 
this period and among these troops that most of the ca~ualtie~ of the 
day occurred. On the rear of the column reaching Uolonel Hill the 
6th Bengal Cavalry and 1-5th Gurkhas retired without further molesta. 
tion, their return maJ'I:h being covered by tl1e Gurkhas (scout~ and 
2-4th) together with the mountain battery of No.1 Column, and they 
arrived back in camp at Lowarimela about 7-30 P.M. During the gt>ne· 
ral retirement the total casualties of No. 2 C<J)umn had been: killed, 

Lieutenant R. :M. &ttye, 6th Bengal Cavalry, 2 sepoys 1-5th Gurkhas, 
3 srpoyt~ 12t]l 'Rengal Infantf): and 1 sepoy Kupurthah~ Infantry; sevmly 

!t·o•mdtd, Li~utenant Villien Stuart, 1-5th Gu1·khas, also !voumltd, 1· 
Native Officer and li so wars 6th Bengl\l Cavalry, 2 sepoys 1-5th Gur-khas, 
3 sepoys 12th Bengal Inf<mtry, 2 sepoys Kapurtlmla Infantry ; and 1 
follower killed. With reference to the death of Lieutemmt Battye, the . 
P10um wrote:-" It it now ahuost a traditio1; with the Battyes that all 
shall die on the battlefield ; but one m11.y neverthele8S regret the death so 
early in lifll of yet an,other of this galiant family. Richmond Battye 
-was a. young Officer of only eight years' sen ice, eager, active, alert and 
conscit>ntious in the discharge of hi:; duties, of a sound understanding 
and full of a geuerous enthusiasm for his profession. He had acte(l afi 
correspondent of the Piu1uer with the Kunam Uolu1f.n for some time 
back, and his ldtt.'J'S aml tdegraws gave abundant evidence of the in
tere~t he took in his work." 

While Colond Hill was engaged in punishing the Charukannis, 
Genel'al Gaselee bad the lt~s trouWesorne ta~k of moving againMt the 
Mussuzai. This clan made their submission at one!!, and as they rt'adily 
paid up 67 Lreechloader~, including 4 of the Kapurthala Infantry rifle~ 
t:aptured on the 7th Nonmber, and nearly all their· shan: of the Orakzai 
fiut.', t!Jt~ir rillage~ for the nw:~t part were ~pan~cl. 

It i~ \VJI'th adlling l1d'e tLat the ('llalllkannil! tlo not r~ally lJtlon~ 
either to the Afridi or th~ Orakzai tril1e. They are a. Jigtinct race and 
but little b kno1m as to their origin. ~Ir. Oliver in A1:rou the Border 

refers to the more powerful mr1untaineers on the uppH slopes of the Safed 

.Koh anJ theu goes on t') say: "The pttty ~ttlement of Chamkanni~, 
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dl·opped in amongst them, deserves a passing word vf notice-a pe:•ple 
de~crili~d IJy .Bellew as origiuating in a her·et~·a.l sect of Persian Islamites, 

driven out of their own country by constant persecution on account of 
tl1eir· peculiar· r~ligious ceremonies and immoral proceedings. One of 
the stol'ies again8t them is not altogether without a sa\·our of the 
'Love-fea8t' of more n~odem sects in England ; and consisted in putting 
out the lights at a stage of the religious preformances in· which both 
~t>xes joined indiscriminately. The PtJrsians called it cl•iragh-ku~h (lamp· 
extingui~her) and the Pathans or-mur· (fire-extinguisher); but the Cham
kanni~ have turned over a new leaf and become orthodox 11Iahomedans.'1 

Accrmling to Scott, it is supposed that the Chamkannis held most of tl1e 
!Jest land in the Kharmana Yalley, but wer·e pushed back hy the !\Iassu· 
zai Orakzai into the wilder and colder tl'acts to the west. The :Mar;:;uzai, 
in fact, claim proprietary rights over the whole Kharmana basin, 2f)(} 
square miles in area ; but neither the Chamkannis nor the Shaonkanris, 
a pastoral race in the upper part of the distr·ict, ordinarily have Rny 
dealings with them. During the disturbances on the Kohat-Kunam 
border Chatukannis and :Massuzai had made common cause against the 
Bl'iti~h Go\'ernment, though Chikkai-the "Umra Kian" of the distr·ict 
-had remained loyal to his promise' not to take part in hostilities, and 
had kept together a fol!owing sufficiently great to prevent his enemies 
from molesting him. ' · 

t'nlike the :Massuzai the Cbamkannie were not yet conquered; the 

r•perations of the 1st December, just described, ha,·ing only served to 
increas~ their ir·e. Accordingly, by way of further chastisement, Sir 
William Lockhart sent Colonel Hill to Thabi again on the 2nd De~em· 
l·~t·, and the ene11,1Y turned out in great force to oppose him, but were 
\watrn otf at the point of the bayonet. The column on this occasion 
coJJ~i,..tt:d of 11. wing of the Queen's, the Kohat Mountain Battery, a wing 
1•f the 3rd Si1.l•s, the 2-4th Gm·kllas, 200 men of the 5th Gurkhas, and 
(; ur1.ha scouts. The wor·k of destl·uction was this time completely 
l'att i<•d out in the face of strong opposition, the heights oYerlooking 
T!JaJ,j on the west ha\·ing first to be stormed by the GurHa scouts led 
loy l'<iptain Lucas. !\!any of the enemy wHe killed and wounded, some 
30 l•odi~s loeing ldt hd1ind. Our ca.sualties were; Major Yan~ittart, 
f>th Gur1.1tas, slightly wounded; killtd: 2 men' of the 5th Gut-khas • 

I I 

t~·.au:,ltd: 2 men of the 3rd Sikhs. ' • 

The.> 1~•wer vf the ('],atukannis, sud1 as it was, having by this second 
l•)l<'rati<•ll l ... m th .. rtluglt!y broken, Sir William Lockhart was able to 
!tall! l't·l·:·ud Hill iu »t:..:ure coi.Uwaud of the Kunam country and turn . 
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l1is own attention once ag:\in to tlw Timh Afridis. In returninct 
wit!~ his column to the mailjl budy of his troops in the Maidan Valley h: 
dill not follow the direct route over the I,ozaka Pass by which he had 
moveJ into the Kurraru Valley, but stt·uck out south-east, entering 
tftc Khanki anJ Ma~tura Valleys at their upper extremities and sweep
ing through the principal settlements of the Omkzai. No oppo~ition 
was encountere1l. The Orakzai wt>re completely cowed and lutstt•ned 
tu comply with all the terms previou8ly impo8ed upon them, deliver· 
ing up to M1·. Donald, the Political Officer, 317 rilles and 2~,:.?i>O 

Government rupees. Sir WilliRm Lockhart, having thus fully accom· 
pli8hed his object in making the detour, 1·eturned to Maidan by way 
of the Chingakh Pa8s and rea.cht>d Bagh on the 6th December. 
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CHAN'ER Xlll. 

'l'HE rLAN OF CAMPAIGN COMPLETED. 

WITHOUT any further d~:lay the combined mo\·ement into the Bara. 
Valley of the ll!ain Column in ll!aidan and the Peshawar Column at 
llara was now begun, the village of Barkai being the common objective, 
where the two columns were to join hands. Sir William Lockhart's 
Column did not make the march e11 mom: the 2nd Division under Gene
ral Yeatman-Biggs with the Divisional troops and staff being taken 
by Sir William Lockhart himself through the Rajgul Valley via Dwatoi, 

while the lst Division under General SJ mons, after being further 
divided, proceeded in two brigades, the one under Brigadier-Genet'lll 
Hart through the Waran Valley and the other under Brigadier·Genera.l 
Gaselee through the Mastut·a Valley. 

It will be convenient to follow first the marcla through Raj gut of 
Geneml Y catwan-Biggs's Dh·ision with Sir William Lockhart.:...a march 
whil'h has been severely criticised. The tactical difficulties besetting the 

route from Bagh to Dwatoi had been in a great n~easure removed by the 
fact that the 'Malikdin Kheh, who had partially complied with our terms, 
had been told that their houses, which are large and solid and amply 
stoclt>d with grain and fornge, would be spared if our progress down 
the valley was unopposed, and who therefore not only kept the peace 
themsdres, but probaLly prevented other hill men from breaking it. 
Their neutrnlity \·as a ruost important factor, for although of course no 
militar-y precautions were neglected by either column, nothing could 
},ave prevented large losses of men and animals had the Malikdin Khels 
been resolutely hostile. As regards the road itself, Major Kelly, R.E., 

\\'ith the 28th Bombay Pioneers, No.4 Company Madras and one com· 
pany :&•mbay Sappers had been at work on it; and by the time the 
:ll'd Bl'igade ma!'l;hed forward on the 8th December, the track, though 

tit ill difticult, had been greatly improved, and in the result out of the 
h'll118por't of the whole 2nd Dirision only 15 animals were lost on the 
l'l.•ad ; though the number of dead ponies and mules which ha~fallen 

iutu the lod of the strt>am from the rocks above during th~ reconnais
sanee 1u~•lt' l•y General W estma.cott's Column to Dwatoi on the 22nd 
Nu\'etul~~:r, <•t1 ... red ~>tl·iking t\'idence of \\·hat the difficulty of the road 
l1.1J Lccu Lcful'e the S;tl•!JI:I'S aud Pivncera gut to wotk on it. 



TLe bead-quarters of the 4th 'Bdgade (General Westmacott's), whid1 
le£t Bagh at da~·break on the,7th l>ecemlwr, arrived at Dwatoi about 
11 A.ll. The 3rd Gurkhas had exceptionally heavy work all day, and 
eome ol them were on picket duty the same night ancl were emplnyetl 
apin on the 8th December, so that a. proportion of them were on duty 
for nearly 36 hours. There was some slight opposition wl1en the leading 

troops reached Dwatoi, which was ea~ily ln'ushed aside, the total 
casualties that day being 2 kill~d ancl 2 wounded; but the pi~kets 

guarding the heil!hts round the camp were firecl at during the night of 
the 7th Decem her ancl attempts were made to rush them, the brunt of 
the attacks being 'Lorne by the King's Own Scottish Borclerer~. Oo 
the 8th December No. 5 Bombay Mount1in Battery Ro~·al Artillery, 
about 100 rifles of tlH) 31th Sikhs, and about the same number of the 
3rd Gurkhas and the !ith Gurkha scouts were employetl to ~eize a l1ill 
held by the enemy whence the pickets k1d been fired on and command
ing the entrance to Rajgul Yalle.v. Thi~ hill was bken in gallant stylt1 
by the infantry: Lieutenant .West with the Gu1khas and Lieutenant 
\an Someren with the 3Gth Sikhs distinguishing themselres by their 

galhmt behaviour a•,Hl skilful h·arling. The enemy was very quickly 
dislodged with a lui>'S on our side of 1 killed and 4 wonnd~d ; the 
enemy suffering conRi!l~rauly. 

The 3rci Brigadt! (General Kempster's) began it~ m<trch from R1gl1 
on the 8th Deceml1er ~bout i-30 .A.x., and lumlly l1ad the la;t tron1's 
h~~m to evacuate tl1e ramp at Bagh wl,en unarmed men of the Malik· 

din Khels with women and cl,i!Jren, and showing e\·ery sign of teing 
famine-strieken, ru~hed into the camp with the hope of pi~:king up f,Jod 

and grain, a rather forlorn expectation. The 3rd Brig~de commissariat 
godowns had marched on ahead with the 4th Brigade the previ•1U8 clay ; 
lmt had !Ialted about l1al£-way to Dwatoi, and tl1e ad,·anee of the re
mainder of Bri::,radier-General Kempster's Brigade was much delayed in 
consequence; so much so that when night fell the heMl of the brigade had 
only covered aoout four miles and l1ad then to l1alt fur the night. 1 he 

rt·ar portion of the l'rigade, compri;ing two field hospital~, was on the · 
march from 8 A.ll. to 9 r.x., and th<'n could on!:· adnmce about three 
miles, so great wag the cong<:';,:tion of traific on the narrow path ahead ; 
and the last \.Jag-gage did nut get int•l camp, al.Mlt three mile.i frJJlil 
llagh,'till -r~ry nearly 11 P.ll •• The day was cold and raw, without any 
sun till about 2 P.ll. and t!.en (Jnly fit!tJl gleaiua bruke the gl•,oru ; arHl 
tLt luug standing al..,ut, "ith fett ·wet and ClJhl fFJm furding auJ re· 
fording tLe io:)· ~>tream, was nry tryin;; to the wtn, rnudt more so than 

• if tl1ey },ad l~t:eu (•ll tLt· luarch tl1ruu;;IIOUt. The 3rd Dd_.;ade rcsum(;J 
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itilmarch faidy early next day (tl1e 9th), the la~t of the troop:! reaching 

calllp about 4 P.M. 'fhe1·e were no casualties in the 3rd Briga.de either 
on the 8th or 9th DecembH. 

On the 9th December some troops, mainly of the 4th Brigade 
(Brigadier-General Westmacott's), viz., two companies of the Royal Scots 
Fusiliet·s, the 3l\l Gurkhas, the scouts of the 5th Gurkhas, two com· 
panies of the 2nd Punjab Infantry, four companies of the 28th BoruLay 
Pioneers, two companies King's Own Scottish Burderil, two companies 
3Gth Sikhs, No.8 .Mountain Battery Royal .Artillery and No.5 Bombay 
l\fuuntai11 Battery, all under the command of Brigadier-General West· 
lll<tcott, accompanied by Sir William Lockhart, moved up the Rajgul 
r alley and de~troyed all the houses in the centre of the valley, some 
()0 in number, inflicting considerable loss on the enemy. Thiti destruc
tion of villages had been pro\'oked by the renewed hostility of the Kuki 
Khels, who iuhauit the Rtjgul Vall\'y. This clan had appat'ently 

abandoned their intention of submitting the moment the troops appeared 
at theit• door, fur they had opposed the admnce even at Dwatoi and of 
course resiAted still n;ore st1·ongly any further pro~·ess up their valley. 
So admirably, howe\·er, Wd'e the troops handled by Brigadier-General 

We~tmacott, that the c:ll.sualties numbered only four: while on the other 

ltand immense damage was done to the Kuki Ki.el property. 

On tlte lOth December the movement down the Rmt Valley begall. 

The 4th Brigade with Dh·isional Staff and Sir William Lockha1't mat·ch
ed fil'st, f,Jl!owed by Brigadier-General Kempstees Bt·igade some two 
hours later. The 4th Brigade marched about eight miles that day to a. 

catnp at Shundan:t, and Brigadier-General Kempstel''s Brigade 1.00rched 

&.hunt five miles"to a camp near K<trana. The day was misetably cold, 
without sun, and the strt"am, which was very chilly, had to be constantly 
f,,rdt·d and l'e-furded. The entmy began to fire from long 1-anges the 
uwmcnt tl1e troops prepared to lllu\·e off, shooting one man of the Royal 
Sc·uU; Fusilit·rs ti.:aJ in the ranks as the company was falling in on the 
catupin~ gr11und. The Bara Yalll'y at its upper end is wide and the 

guin~ was t'<li',l', fvr no rain had fallen, and morernents acJ:oss the culti
\'att>d cuulltt-y and dry rke-Jidd$ were quite practicable. The casual tie.; 

in Hri~adi,·r-Gent>t'al Wt"strnacott's Brig-<tde that day nurnLered sen:n, 
alld iu tht! 3rd Hri;;<tdu fire ; nut induding Lieutenant F. Fowke: of the 
l.h•I-;tt"t,_, SeHrcly \\'uun,l.:J on picket duty in th~ e\'ening. .About 
9 r.». tl.at ni,:l•t a culd d1·iuling rain Legan to fall and oceasiuni.'d great 
di;.c·, .. u.~f,,lt tv thu~e wlw were slcet•ing on the ground, and who had 
uut du;; tltn,I.~s. Tl.c l'aiu iu L:.o:t Gilllt! a,; a wuot UD,!Jlta~an.t au.f 
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uncomfortable surprise : it had threatened so long that the soldiers had 
begun to think it would not ~eally come after all. 

It had been intended that the 3rd Brigade should stal't early next 
day (the 11th) at 7-30 A.M., catch up the 4th Brigade, and that the 
whole division should continue the march united. But the next morn· 
ing was very dark indeed, the followers were benumbed with ct•ld, min 
was still falling steadily, and the ground was deep in mud. All these 
circumstances unfortunately delayed the start, and moreover there was 
no company of Sappers and Miners with General Kempster's Bl'i~ad~, 
besides which the means of getting down from the camping ground, 
which was on high ground, to the river-bed below, were very inade

quate, and so slippery were the descents that animals were falling about 
on all sides, and it was nearly 11 A.M., before the last animals Wel'e 
drawn off the hill. To add to all these troubles, the 4th Brigade for 
reasons which have yet to transpire, did not picket the heights on the 
flanks of the 3rd Brigade, as the latter had expected them to do, and in 
consequence these heights had to be captured and crowned by troops 
of the 3rd Brigad~, which greatly delayed the advance. The ent~my 
pressed the rear-g~ard and flanks of the baggage from the first, the 
mist which prevailed enabling them to crtep close up unobserved; the 
ground except in the s,tony bed of stream was heavy and yielding and 
quite unlike that traversed the pl'evious day, and the cold and wet 
combined with the constant fording of the stream seemed to deprive 
the mule-drivers and followers of their senses and to leave them with 

one idea only, viz., to press along as fast as possible, quite regardless 

of how their animals or their loads were getting on, and to es
cape the enemv's bullets constantly flying o>er their heads. Some . , 
extraordinary scenes ensued. Brigadier-General Kemp~tet called seve· 
ral halts in order to close up the trnn~port and rear-guard, and to 
s~:nd out fresh troops to guard the flanks uf the line of march ; and 
every endeavour was made to keep the transport in the river-bed and to 
prevent the mule-drivers taking short cuts across country and so getting 
entangled in heavy ground or in deep-water channels. The moment, 
however, the head of the column moved on, the wave of transport 
swept on after it like a pent-up stream suddenly released, spreading 
out eometimes to a front of half a mile or more ; every ma.n pu:~hing 

blindl~~ forw,ard, all anxious to avoid fording the river, in places knee· 
deep, and all acting on the principle of "each man for himself and the 
de•il take the hindmost." Twenty times the number of Transport 
Otlicers present coulJ not have controllt:d this seething mass : it was an 

·indescribable jumble, sometimes all jost!t:d together on a front vf 100 
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yards an1l sometimes all spread out to a width of O\"er 800 yard!l. 
ThoRe who took ~ho1·t cuts across country,,Ie~pite e\"ery endea\"our on 
tl1e part of the Tran~port Officers to stop them, seemed to be ~ining 
ground at fir~t, and others madly followed them ; RO that everywhere 
wt>re animals either bogged, or slipped up in ditches with their loads 
under them, or with tl1e chain broken between them and the leading 

animal: while the drnbi, all unconscious or reckless of e\"erything else, 
prm·ided he had only the leading animal of his three following h~m, 
pre~~ed on blindly. Where 11oldiers, British or nati\"e, were with the 
animals, the situation was of course different, and the dr11bi could then 

he stnppeil, though usually only by main force; but whate""er baggage 
had no special e~cort or guard with it ran very little chance of reach· 
ing the next camp in tart. Where the going was fairly ea.Hy, and the 
tran~pol't was on a broad front, it mol"ed at a most extraordinary pace, 
cPrtainly not le~s than four miles An hour; so eager presumably were 
tl1e dl'irers to g!'t in to the next camp and settle down to a fire, for 
the rain was still falling in!'essantly, and every follower must have 
hN•n wet to the skin. A bout 5 P.M. the head of the main column of 

• Gt>neral Kemp~ter's Brigade arrived in sight of the 4th Brigade Camp; 
and he had the option of either going on and joining that brigade 
or halting where he was for the night. As the.other camp, howel"er, 
~r!'med near and u the mass of his transport was rE>ported close np, 
JlrigaJier·Gt>nE>ral Kemp~ter decided to push on. This had the dis· 
advantage that it still further lengthened an alrt>ady very long march ; 
hut, on tl1e other hand, the 3rd Brigade had now heen following the 4th 
Jlri::radt~ f,lr f,mr da:·s in succe~sion and fighting a continuous rear-guard 
ad ion during the, last two days, an,l if GenE>ral Kempster could now 
m·er·hanl Gt>nE>ral Westma('c.tt the order of march roigl1t be re\"ersed, tl1e 
~auking ami pit:kd duties would be lessened and the men enabled to 

g('t rnnre tP>t. Wbether or not tl1ese were the reasons'which actually 
influt'nrt>tl IkigadiH·-General Kemp.~ter's decision, the fact remains that 
tht' or,l~r was gin'n to pM<S on and gain the 4th Brigade Camp, an order 
v.•ry wele<1me to the leading troops, but hopPiessly impossible to those 
in rt>llr. The additional march was ea~ily ac~ompli~l1ed l•ythe troops of 
tht> adnl.lll'e gual\l and main column of the 3rd Brigade, most of Thorn 

arTin•d. in <'amp ju~t bt-f(ore dusk ; but the tran~port and rear-guard had 
li'till hll"<ome. Darknt>AA now came on rapidl,\'1 the rain ro~tinu:'d, the 
r .. a,t to camp ''~s diflil·ult to set-, and many of the drtJ1,j, Btnpidly made 
a llt'e-lint f,.r tht- lil!ht;; (•f the <·amp. Th!•se tlrsbt's TllO took tLis rash 
('<~ll~'>'e Wd't t~ading l£(»'t of the animals &nd l<.ails w~kh enntual!, 
J,!••t lL~~>t; fvr tlat gruund, which •·u easy 11t thP. statt, was afterwar~ • 
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intel'8t>cted with deep water·courst>s nt>arer the camp, and· an animal 

onee invoh·ed was not to ~e easily extricated. Many drivers desert~d 
their animal8, anJ many followers di8appcared into houses in search 
of wood, &c. ; while some kahar~ either broached a keg of rum or 
found one already broached and got hopeles~ly drunk : three of those 
who got to camp dying from the effects of intoxication, and others lying 
about hel~less in the camp. Heavy firing coulJ be heard just outside 
camp; and between 7 and 8 P.ll:. a party of Gol'llon Highlanders with 
Stirgeon-l\Iajor Beevor, who had been escorting and carrying some 
wounded whom the dhooli1 bearers had deserted, arrived in camp. So 
fatigued were the men who were carrying their wounded comrades, 
that Surgeon-Major Beevor himself had helped to carry one man's 
stretcher, or rather the bottom of the dho,lie used as a stretcher. At 
that moment several of the enemy had crept up in the dark to v.·ithin 

20 yards and fired at the party ; and heavy firing had continued for 
some minute~, but fortunately no damage was done, and the gallant 
:Medical Officer, who bad lent such valuaule moral and physical a~sis

tance, brought all the wounded up to his hospital without further hurt. 
Major Downman,•Gordon llighla.nJers, who was the senior Officer with 
the last portion of the rear·guard, (con-;isting of one company of the 
Dorset Regiment, one company of the GOI·dons, half a company of the 
2nd Punjab Infantry,' and about three companies of the l-2nd Gurkhas,} 
as he was rt>tiring and while still some two miles from camp, came upon 
a large number of tran~port animal~ entangled in ditches with their 
dri,·ers uenumbed with cold. ~Ieanwhile the enemy began to press 

closely on the rear anJ flanks. To go on to camp unless the anim:Llil 
were left where they were was impossible, and )lajot· Down man with 
presence of mind and judgment decided on seizing'sorue houses and 
holding them fvr the night. Once in those hou8es the enemy's attacks 
were wry easily repulsed, and shelter wa..~ gained from the ever falling 
rain, 11·hi~h continued till 9 r.ll. that ni;;ht, anJ then to eve1·yone's in
tense relief finally stopped. 

To contemplate a re8umption of the march early next day from 
Siler Khd, wht're most ot the troops of the 2nd Diri . .;i•m were now en
can .. pi'd, as had been previou81y intended, wa .. q clearly ()tlt of the qne~ti(Jn 
flO far as the 3rJ Eri;;:\dtl were concerned, since 400 men were still some 
three' mil~s khin•l on rear-gu~ud duty anJ pro baLly encun1l.JereJ with 
"·ound.:J, ~any aniwal8 and f•Jll•Jwers were ruissin~, anJ ruany fl)lltJWers 
were lying about like l•)gs Lr.•pde;,..;ly drunk. At an early hour Bri· 

gadi.:r-G~no::ral Ken1pster went out with two Lattalions and a Lattt'ry to 
~- Lt:lp tv Lring in lrajo)r Dvwnwan'3 tro(>ps, on wli'Jill the enemy had 
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1na~e Cflntinnal attacks at daybrt:>ak, killing one and wounding three 
of the Gunlons in a ~iugle \'olley. The troorr came in by 11 A,!d:. with· 
out further Jo~~es. The casualties in tl11! 3rd Brigade on the 11th and 
the earl I' nl•>rnin" of the 12th amounted altogether to between 30 and 
41J: and .included Capbtin Norie, l-2nd Gurkhas, very se,·erely wounded 
(hi~ arm was afterwat·Js amputated) ; Lieutenant Williams, Ramp· 
shire Regiment, Tran~port Olliw·, seYerely wounded ; and 4 men killed 

aud 11 wound~d in the Gordons, and 2 killed and 9 wounded in the 
l-2nd Gurkhas. n~tween 100 and 15') tran~port animals with their loads 

were rui~~iug, be~ ides many followe1 s, and one unit alone had lost 
as many as 50 aninmls. No. 24 Britbh Field lio~pital, under Sur• 

geon-Lieutenant-Colonel Bout-ke, only lost three animals altogether, 
de~pite the bet that a unit like this has a. much fewer number of 
Non-Commi8sioned Officers and men in proportion to the animals than 
any other uuit. The Medical Officer in charge of this hospital had taken 

extraurJinary pains to make it efficient; and not only did the wounded 
under all ci1·cumstances recei,·e every attention and constant food and 
tare, but the di8ciplinarj• and transport anangement~ we1·e equally 
excellent-due to the fact that Surgeon-Lieutenant-Cttlonel Buurke per· 
sonally snperinknded everything. Surgeon·Major Beevor, previously 
rderred to in connection with his gallant conduct in helping to carry 

the wounded men on the night of the 11th, was att~ched to this hospital. 
He had come out to India for a year from England, where he was one of 
the Medical Ofllcel'S attached to the Brigade uf Guards, in m·der to ex
periment with the Rontgen rays, a~d the help he was able to render to 
hi:> urotl1er Medical Officers and the benefits he confened on wounded 
men were enurmuus. All day on the l~th December Surgeon-Major 
llt·ertH'alHl Surgm1-Captain Marder, the third :Medical Officer with this 
Iw~)'ital, were dre,sing the wounded, fur no sooner Lad one case been 
dealt with than another was brought in. 

On the morning of the 12th December the sun shone out brightly 
11(-!:tin, and sdJnm has its warmth been more appreciated. E\·erywhere 
wd cluthes and blankets were spread out to dry ; and soldiers, British 
and nati1·e, IJa,hd in the genial rays. There had been no such day of 
~un,hiue siure the 2nd Dect>mbet·, but though the sun was warm, there 
was a \'l'I'Y t•uld "in d. All the afternoon and e1·ening there was continual 
firing intu camp, and sv1ue fulluwers and animals were hit, one A.fridi 
"ith a Lt·e-~Idf .. l·d 1·itle Lt:ing particulatly aggres~i,·e. 

On the 13tl• Dl'n·ruLer tlu~ mard1 from Sl11:·r Khel was resumt>d, 
the i,I,•a !.t·in,~ tu mure ratlu,·r more tl.:m half-way to Thukai. The 
t'.ll'l"-'~ ktd ,.:1\'<ttly illl}•l'vWd tl11: l' .. a.1:; uut t•f calllJ•, aud the 3rJ. • 
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Dt·igatll! moved otT nt 7·30 A.M.; the 4th Brigade, Drigadier-Gcncml 
We~tmacott's, bringing up the rear. On this occasion, unlike the march 
of the lOth and 11th December, the front brigade performed the task of 
picketing the heights on the tltnks of the rear brigade, and thus gre11.tly 
facilitated the progress of the latter. The leading brigade met with 
practically no opposition, but the 4th Bl'igade had perhaps the heaviest 

rear-guard fighting that had hitherto occumd in the campaign, not even 
excluuing the operations related in the pmeding chaptN'. The enemy 
\..egan to fire before the troops had left camp, and five animals in the 
King's Own Scottish Bordererswere killed whilst lo~ding up, and an 

equal number in the 3rd Gurkhas. The latter regiment acted as rear· 
guard at first, the King's Own Scottish Borderers being on one flank and 
the 36th Sikhs on the other; whilst the half. battalion Royal Scots Fusi

liers moved behind the last of the baggage. lkigadier-General West
luacott pmonally superintended the fighting all through tho day, 
remaining always with the rearmost troops, and the ultimate succe~s of 
the day was largdy due to this. The enemy showed great boldness 
and followed across the river; but the King's Own Scottish Bonlerers 
and the 3rd Gurfhas were lining the banks above ; and the Afridis 
came under a hea\'Y cross fire while in the water, and also under the 
fire of a machine gun1 and their !oases were very heavy. The road is 
along the bed of the river for about three miles, to a place called 
Gali Khel, and tl1en leaves the stream up a very steep ascent on the 
l~ft bank and passes through \mdulating country covered with scrub 
jungle; with very high hills on the left tlank, which were auly crowned 
and hdd by flanking detachments from Brigadier-General Kempster's 
I~rigadt!. The enemy's intention in crossing the river was evidently to 
try and get at the left flank of the baggage. An ~ttempt had been 
made to keep the 3rd Brigade and 4th Brigade baggage s€'parate ; 
a whole regiment being behind the 3rd Brigade baggage at start
ing and & half-battalion at the head of the 4th Brigade. All tlJill 
was in nin, however, for the river-bed was very wide, and the heavy 
firing in rear made the mule-drivers press on regardless of ~on

~quences, r~&riw~nts, roads or even mule!!. One drin:r actually 
tri~ to take his mules CJver a high stone wall ; the leading mule 
scrambled over, the other two hung back, the coupling chain br()ke, lJUt 
the roule-dl'iver went on wita the one mule, probably thankful enough 
that he had a stone wall between him.'!elf and the flying bullets. About 

4P.X. the head of the 3rd Bri,;ade halted and encamped, having marched 
some 11even or eight miles ; and a3 the 4th Brigade were hotly engag-~J 

• and could uvt wake such a long march, the l!ivi.iioual Staff tried to ~t;•p 
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' the 4th Brigade baggage tra,·elling beyond a. camp two miles further 
!Jack; hut much of it came into the 3rd, Bl'igade camp near Sher 
Kamar. The 4th Brigade hospital baggage especially had got far 
to the front; and when du~k fell all the hospitals in the division, or 
what coulu he collected of them, had congregated together. The fol· 
lowers Lad largely ab~ented themselves; men and followers, though all 
warned before starting to carry full water bottles, as no water might 
be ohtainaule, had in many cases neglected to take this precaution and 
no water was obtainable ; and even 11akkal mules in some cases came in 
empty. 

To return to the 4th Brigade. The enemy continued to press \'ery 
heavily after the river-bed had been left, and casualties were frequent; 
each casualty taking away several men from the fighting line, for from the 
12th Decem bet' till the arrival at Barkai, kahar• and d/wo/ie-bP-arers had 
to be almost entit·ely replaced by fighting men, and especially so on the 
14th December. The fot·ce at General Westmacott's disposal was becom
ing much reduced, and he had towards dusk only some 200 of the 
NoH·thampton Regiment and about 150 each of the King's Own Scottish 

Horderers, the 3Gth Sikhs, the 3rd Gurkhas and the Rolal Scots Fusiliers. 
Reeing how far the 4th Bl'igade Camp was, he decided to halt for the night 
on a conveuient ridge, and hardly had he halted t~an the enemy made 
a rush. Bayonets were fixed and the rush repelled with loqs, but 
I.ientt>nant W e~t of the 3rd Gurkhas was shot dead, and many casual· 
ties occurred. The enemy continued firing on the pickets till about 
9 P.M., and the troops had no water beyond the little remaining in thPir 
bottles : their kits were on ahead and they had tht> prospect of continu· 
!'<l fighting next day, The lo~ses during this memorable day were 
ahout 70; and in aadition to Lieutenant West, killed, Captain Bateman. 
Clmmpain of tf1e ~lame regiment was slightly wounded, and Captain 
~hort1 Rt)yal Scots Fusilil•rs, and Lieutenant Sellar, King's Own Scottish 
Bnnlerers. were Sl'\'l't'ely wounded. The wounded from the previous day 
had 11 most ti·~·ing time, but all-Captain Norie with his amputated arm 
<'t'n~piruou~ly-bore their sufferings most patiently. 

Tlu.• lll:lrch t(l Barkai was resumed and completed next day, the 
wnmHled in both brigades lwing carried almost entirely by their com. 
r:l•l•·'\ 11nd the hea<l of the 3rd Brigade was soon in contact with the 
a,h·anct>d trot•ps of General Hammond's Column which had al~ady 
arriv,•J at Darkai from Bara. All the 3rd Brigade got int'b camp in 

g'•)(•J time; but the 4th DrigaJe had continuous fighting till they were 
1•nt of tlw ~aub jm,~h·.and they got into their camp just before dusk, 
with a furtht·r Ius.:~ 1•f !ibout 10. F1·um tltE' time the brigade left 
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Camp Sher Khel on December 13th, and despite the en!'my's con~tant 
endt>avours to get round tlif flanks and att:wk the baggage, therll was 
pra~·tica.lly no loss at all of ba;z~;age or animals; and the gt>neral opinion 

seerut>d to be that tlu.• troops had been most admirably lmndlt>d by Briga
dier-General Westmacott during the two days' continuous rear-gtmrd 
fighting. A rest was now ordered !l.nd never had troops better deserved 
it than those of the 3rd and 4th Brigades ; and though the division 
l1ad lost 166 between Bagh and Swai Kot, they had the satisfaction of 
knowing that in the last few days at any l'ate the enemy's losses had 
IUuch exceeded th~:ir own. 

Having seen the completion of the march of the 2nd Division, 

under Geneml Yeatman-Biggs, through the Rajgul and Bara Vallt>ys 
to Barkai, we have now to follow the less chequered progress of the 1st 

Division under General Symons, through the Mastura and Waran Valley, 
to the &ame obj!!cth·e. The whole divhlion marched down the Mastura 
Rh·er as far a~ Hissar without meeting with any opposition, the 1st 
.Brigade under Brigadier-General Hart being in front and the 2nu 
.BI'igade under Brigadier-General Gasdee following at a distance of a 
day's march. On" the lOth December extremely successful operations 

were canied out in the Waran Valley against the Aka Khel Afriuis 
by way of J'epri:;als fur their recent attack on Gent~ml Kempster'~ rear· 
guad (descriLed in the previous chapter). On a recr,nuaissance mad~! 
by Captain E. W. S. K. l\Iaconchy, 4th Sikhs, orders were issued on 
the evening of the 9th for the 1st Brigade and Di\·isional tror•ps to 
cro!'S the range between the :Mastura anil Waran Valley early next 
rooming. The Aka Khels were completely surpri~ed, and the whole 
of the towers and walled houses in the W aran Valley for a length of 
three miles were burnt or blown up. General Hah commanded the 
troops in the \"alley so skilfully that the enemy had no chance. l\Iajor
General Symon~ and Staff assillted for fuur and-a-half hours in pas.~ing 

the troops over the hill~, and then watched the proceedings from the 

heights. The l\fullah Saiad Akbar's towers and Yillage were lt>velled 
to the ground; the damage to these builqings pretiously inflicted by 
General Kempster, hating all been repaired. The Afridis "ere bdd and 
fired a great deal, but were prevented from closing at any point. The 
tr•x•ps in retireru~:nt pas.~ed through each uther, and th~ succe,..~ive lines 
prd~nted the eno::tUy appr•:.a.:hing within effective range. JJudn~ the 
da ,. the ~kh Khd3 from the v.est joined the Aka Khels, anrlu.~ed lke
)I~tf•)rd rid.:~ The trr)(J~oS were all La~:k in their new camp Ly 7 P.l!. 

It had \..::en an arduou~ day, and extra rati•;n~ and rum were i,;iiutd 

to all. The two mountain battt"l'ie~ were particularly well handled, and 
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' i!1eir accurate fire was most effective. Our caeualtie.> were one llavildar 
of the ~abha Imperial Service Infantry kijled, and two privates of tl111 
]JnlJyshire Regiment, one Bengal Sapper, one sepoy of the Nauha 
Infantry, and one trauRport driver wounded. The Nauha Regiment were 
gt·eRtly delighted at having been in action for the fir~t time. The· regi
tuent was well handled by Captain Cox, and by its Corumandant Sirdar 

Sher Singh, who was a lion under fit·e. 

Later in the day the 1st Brigade, corumanded by Brigadier-General 
Hart, and the Divisional troops of the 1st Division, all under the com
mand of General Symons, marched right up to the southern end of the 
Sapd Pass, where a halt was called for the night. The Sapd Pass lead
ing from the Mastura to the Bara Valley is a defile of llmiles in length 
which had ne,·er been crossed by any European and was quite unknown. 
The path the whole way through was "commanded" in 8Uch a manner 
as tn r·equire but a few of the enemy to make the passage of a force 
\'ery difficult au~ d;mgerous, if not impossible. Fortunately the enemy 
failed to take advantage of the pmlition. After a reconnaissance all the 
companies of Sappers and .Minez·s with the division and a regiment of 
Pioneers were st:t to work on the path, as witho~t this preparation 
th~J pa,sagc, though it looked fairly easy friJm a distance, could nt!ver 
ha \'e Ul'en made by the baggage transport. For th; fiz·st two miles of the 
glen the as~:cut was gradual enough and the track a wide, well-worn one ; 
Lut the last half mile up to the top was extremely difficult. Boulders of 

rock had to be Lias ted and a zigzag road made to the top, which was about 
900 feet above the camp on the Mitl'ltum River. Tl1e hills were beautifully 
wooded throughout on the south side, principally with the evergr~en 
holly ilex. But the thick weather during the day's halt at Mastura did 
uut permit of sur~ey opemtifms. The troops starte<l before daybreak on 
the lith December, anJ when at dawn the clouds lifted, the view down 
t!te pa .. ~~ showing the snow-coret·ed hei:,{hts between the steep, dal'k 
woodl·J slopes was \'ci'Y fine indeed. The descent for a short distance 
hom the top of the pa.~s on the north ~ide was easy, but soon the gorge 
LL·rame tuor·e contracted and rocky ; and the advance had to be delayed 
ft\•111 time to time to allow of the Sapper companies in front blasting the 
l'lod,s to dtat· a. path for laden mules. The <.lt·op in elevation from the 
t••p uf tlle ~·a~s to Sapl'i it.sdf wa.s about 2,300 feet. With a mass of 

trau'lk'l't animals carrying supplies for the force, the long line stt·etch
t·d aluug tllo: eutir~ r\•ad from end to end, a distance of l' miles, and 
it \1 as 5 l'.lll.. lwf"rt> tho: last of the fon·e was alole to make a start. The 
I"•'<LI'·,:uatJ l•f tl11: 3ttth l'uujab Infantry l,a.d to Livouac on the top uf the 
1••1~~l auJ tilt ll'i.U.I>!Jvll that ~.:vulJ. Lc pa~~td alvu;; Juwu th~ J~:~~cut wa& • 
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collected and parked at Khwaja Khidda, the first place where there was 
water and a little open ~paoo. General Hart had bonfires lit at short 
intervals the whole way down the road, wood luckily being plentiful, 
and by the light of these fires the aniruals were pa&lt-d along during the 
dark hours of the night. This was the mvst curious feature vf the 
cro~ing, and was perhaps unique in the pas..qage nf any military fon·e 
through a long defile and onr a difficult mountain range. From 
Khwaja Khidda, the path continued down the rocky bt>d of a mountain 
str~:am, and here and there the way for mules had again to be made by 
Lla.sting and dearing a pa$s.1.ge oYer difficult places. General Symons 
with half of the fvrce haTing reached Sapri by nightfall encamped there 
for the night, while Brigadier-General Hart with such troop~ as could 
not get beyond Khwaja Khidda when darkness fell bivouacked tht!x·e, 
the rt>mainder of his force coming on by the light of the fires, or 
bivouacking where they were. The biYouac at Khwaja Khidda wa~ 
fired into during the night and a man of the Derbyshire wounded, and 
the rill~ of anotht>r smashed. In the morning when the march through 

the dt!filtt was continued, sQDle of the enemy fit·ed into the line of 
transpor..t wendin; its way down and a mule was killed. There were 
also two casualties among the followers. l'nder the circuru8tances it 
WIWI reruukable that 41ore damage was nut done. At Sapri the troop~ 
had to camp in rice-fi~:lds sodden with the rain, these being the only 
spaces where it was possible to get level ground to camp on. Luckily 
:5apri is at a much lower level than the camp at the )Ia~tura end of 
the pass, and the tempt!rature proporti .. nately warru~r. The defile the 
whole way down was mvst pictunsque. 

On the morning of the 12th December General ~ymons continued 
his march with the troops that had reached Sapri the previous even
ing, Brigadier-General Hart fvllowing with those that had remained in 
the pasa. The road from Sapri, after passing some fieldil, ran through 
a very narrow rocky gorge. Rucks had a~:,raiu to be Lla.:;ted by the 
Sappt>n, 11·ho, to the front as usual on this march, bad begun this wurk 
on arrin.l the pre,·ious evening. After crusrling a stream, the track 
a.><:ended on to higher ground to the lt:ft, and passing round some low 
spurs bt'ought the troops along a lt~Hl and easy road to the new camp 
grourrtl near Swai Kut just kyond Earkai. The l!larch waa a short 
ont-, about {uur ruilll'l, and at tl1e end of it General SymoD:! joined hand:~ 
with Eri;;adier-General Ilaruuiond. Erigadit:r-General Hart with the 
relllainder of the 1st Bri;;ade arriYed the sal!le eYening, the rear-guud 

• a.rrivin; awut 10 r.x. G~uer.U Syuwn.s had reaiJ()n to congratulat~: 
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' him~elf and his Divi~ion at the ''ery I!Uccessful cros~ing of hill large and 

l1arupered force o,·er one of the most iiflicult passes in the whole 
trandronliel' country. 

On atTh·al at :Mamani, General Symons received orders to proceed 

at once to Bat'l!.. This sudden move was one of necessity. The 2nd 
lJivision with Sir William Lockhart had not yet appeared on the scene, 
but it was expected to arrive next day, and with General Hammond's 
force it would l1ave been difficult to feed more than the three brigade'! 
whic.:h, be~ides General Symong's Division, would then be collected at a 
tJlace whet·e supplies had to be bt·ought from India. Shortly after these 
orders were received it was brought to notice that the march of the 1st 

lJiYision down the road would block the path by which a single file of 
mules brought up the daily convoy with supplies. On this General 
Symons made inquides regarding a road reported to be used by the 
Afridis. A reconnoitring party was sent out, and the Sa})pers and 
Miners were set to work to make the path down and up the steep banks 
uf the :Mastura. River passable for mules. The SappPrs began operations 
very eal'ly next morning, long before dawn, by the

1
light of the moon; 

and later in the mot•ning, half the 1st Bl'igade and Divisional troop~ 
were started on & n~:w and unknown road, prepared to pass the night in 
ui vouac if unable to get through in the day. ;By the as~istauce of the 
Sappers and Pioneers, however, the difficult part of the road was passed. 

The path became easier and finally led out on to the plain that extends 
dowu to Bara. Gencral Symons thus had the satisfaction on arrival at 
Ilam Gudr, only two and-a-half _miles frolll Bara, of being able to 
telegraph that he had practically discovered a new road frolll Bar-e~. to 

'!!Iamanai and !•ad lllade it as fit for camels as was the road which 
General Hammond had followed over the Gandao Pass. 

It now only remains for us, in connection with the general concentra· 
lion at Barkai, to dispose of the Peshawar Column which, under Geneml 
Hammond, had marched in from Bara ; and before this not very eventful 
monuu:nt is alluded to a brief retrospect of the doings of the Peshaw<~r 
Column ft·om the time it was constituted may be conveniently introduced. 
Tlu! constant fighting in Tirah had so complt:tely absorbed public atten· 
tion that the wry existence of a brigade at Pe~hawar had been almost 
furgutt~n. .As a mattd of fact nothing had occurred to direct more than 
}'<ls~ing attention to this force, &ii the task originally as~gnel to the 
l'\•lumn had ~~n to play a waiting game on Sir William Lockhart's Main 
l\•lutuu iu Tirah u.uJ in the Ultllntiute to prevent local raid~ on the 
l'l·bhawar iJ.,rJ~r. But tLe luuc: stay at Peshawar auJ Bara, tLougL 
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nec£-,,·uily unerentful in the al<'t'nce (•f ceonc~rted hc·sti!iti~s. ~rowJ t•) 
l.e no picnic fvr the tlW•l"!· '.IJ1e Eriti~h Ca"alry with G~neral IhmDl(•Dtl 
in parti('ular Lad a tm.,;t tr~·ing time, n(•t so much fn·m sni1•ing b)· 
stra~glin,; tribe5men-th\•ugh they JiJ not e:;cape this experieno:e and 
its attendant koN't-s-a.s fr1•rn tLe fel"eri~h climate of the Peshawar Ya~ey 
during autumn. In the two squadrons c•f the 11th Hu!!-..<ars ewry Otfil-er, 
and all the rank-and-file with four excepti\•ns only, had suffered frvw 
fe,·er. S ... rue men Lad loeen unlucky enough to have tlm~e or fvur 
attackll, anJ the squadrons on arriving at Earkai were still thoroughly 
ft"nr-strid.:en. The rueJ.kal ret'Jrns f,,r the 4th l>ragoon Guard:! were 
nt-arl.v as loaJ as tho;ose of the 11th Hus..<ars.. In fact e\"en the unfortunate 
dilisi•:.n in the TocLi had not faroed much WOI'ile in this respect than had 

the Pt-.. hawar Colurun. But in allJiti•:,n to much sickn~ the cvlumn 

had also to repurt at lt-.ast one ugrettaLie t'pi.svde in cc•nnection with 
the wc•rk d ree@noitring: due to the fact that the triLoeilmt-n, though 
Cart'ful nut tO ('.1~ the~h·es, Were aln~·s very alert IOU allowed no 
(•pportunity to pa..'-8 by vf di'pla~·ing their d~aul.v mark~man~hip. Ou 
Sunday, October lOth, a tro:•p undd Captain F. T. Jvn~s of the 4th 
Drago)Vn Gual'l:b W&.-l st"nt to rt:t:onnoitre the Eara Yalley, and Captain 
Junes, le.a,·ing his tro:•p at the mouth of the 8.1m:;hakh~ tro:•tteJ thrvu;;h 

the pa.."~t with his advanl'e party, consi..tin;: uf CuqMal W a.ltc•n, one 
tro:·~r anJ a mounted Khykr Rirle.. As they rt"achd tlte end a par·ty 
of the en~my firt"d a l'ull~~- at aboiut 3•) yardll distanl'e, kiliin; on the ~poot 
Captain Jvnes, C(•q..:•ral Wa:tvn and two horses. The enemy lJc,]tt"J lJoe. 
f1Jre the tJ:vo.•ptould g~t a 8ingle sLut at t:.etu. Inf.:.rruativn was immdi
ately st"Dt in tv Culvut:l Suii"an, Cvlliiilll.ndin;; at JawruJ, who urJ ... reJ uut 
two guM of .. .K." :Battery P.u~·aJ H•iNe .!rtillt:ry undtr Licutt'nant Xairn, 

one S<.J.uatlrvn vf the 4th llra;;•)VD Guard.i under Ca~tain Sdlar, two 
{"(•llipanit"S uf the Su:;..~x R~gi.rut"Dt unu ... r ~Iaj•if l>vnnt; anJ two CIJIU· 

fo1illid vf the .K.hykr I:i!l~il und-er Captain Bart@; tLe wL•Jie Loein; 
cvmruanJd l·y llijor Littl...dale, 4th Dtag•Jon Guard..i. ..!lthvu;;h thi:~ 
fvrce s.:arched the 11'Lvle of the neigLbo;urin;; nlley anJ the adj<l•:ent 

hill~ they ('l;,u!J fi.nu no sign of the enemy, and Hentually returned 

to eaiJJp alx•ut:! r.ll. The t.-o v...Jioes were Lrou;ht in l·)· S.:r;;eaot 
CU.rk.: aud Lis IJ<lriY. Captain J.;noes was Lit in two }'lact-s and l'•Jrporo~.l 
W &ho.·n in f.>ur. It is S("J.l\'dy ..-orth while t•l reeount utL~:r ur..f•Jf· 

tur.at.:•:uciJo::-utll d a It'>~~ seri·JU3 naturt>, Lut it will be e.&Jily cr~dito:d 
fro·m -.·Jut 1!. air~:aJy kn b.liJ tLat the tro:·pi! -.·ere Li;;hly dt:!i~!.ttd 

when at kt tb: (·rlo:r ca!lle Cr tl.o:ru to lli•Jve up the Bara Ya!iq 

~d they -.·ere tL\1.3 ;;i' ~n a ~-""'""ilile c:LaLJ•:t vf ~min;;- iLJt•J a•:ti•;I.L. 
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' A~ f••r General llammond's march to Barka~ owing to the entire absence 
(•f npp(J;;iti(•n, tltere were no incidents calling for mention except those 

• c••ntlt'c!t'd with the difficulty of getting the baggage through the valley, 
-a purely phyHical difficulty not enhanced as in the ca.~e of General 
Yeatman-Biggs's Di,·ision, by fierce hostilities. On the 15th December 
tlte column, after regretfully learning that, owing to the flight of the 
enemy, no employment could be found for them in the Bara Valley, 
retumed from Barkai to Jamrud, pending a new projected movement, 

this time up the Bazar Valley into which the tribeijmen had apparently 
retreated. 

We left Sir William Lockhart with General Yeatman-Biggs's 
Division on the last stage of his eYentful march to Barkai, but as in 
the case of General Symons's Division and General Hammond's Column 

tlte stay of the troops at Barkai Camp was a short one, for the Bara 
Yalley was by this time clear of large bodies of the enemy, besides 
whi~h the pun:rty of the surrounding country and it" inability to 
support a large force, with the consequent necestiity of running daily 
convoys with supplies from Bara, rendered it inexpedient to establish a 
winter camp in thi11 inhospitable region. According~y a move was made 
for British territory, and by the 17th December the division found itself 
~omfortably ensconced at Bara, where there were already gathered the 
whole retuainder of the Tirah Field }"'orce as "well as the Peshawar 
Column. 

Thus the original plan of campaign was at an end, and the whole of 
the Tirah Field Fot·ce was back in British territory with its task-the 
task of subjugating the Orakzai and Afridis-only p:trtially accomp· 
lisheJ. Without a doubt the Orakzai had been brought to their knees 
1ut the n1ore w!rlike of the Afridi clanfl like the Zakka. Khel were as 
fil'rtely defiant as ever. 

It unfvrtunately lmppened at this period that General Yedman
Ei;:gll, who had been in ill-health for some weeks past, but who had 
1wn~rtheless courageously persisted in carrying on the whole of his 
diiftcult and re~ponsible duties, was at last obliged, owing to increasing 
weaknt-:<..>~, to gi,·e up the struggle and to relinquish the Command of the 
2utl Divi~ion of the Tira.h Fidd Force. The C.ommander-in-Chief had 
arrangt:'d that the gallant General should return to Calcutta and resume 
th_. ll'ss exa<:ting Cummand of the Presidency District, but by fhis time 
lu! was a.lrea,ly too ill to move back, and after travell~g as far as 
1'.-~ltawar itt• eompl~tel~· broke down and had to call a. halt. It proved 
tu k "the lou:; h:dt.'~ Da~· hy day a.:~ he lay at Peshawar hi;; condition 

• 
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grew worse until it be<-ame fi.N!t nitical and then hopeless, and on the 
4th January the late Commander of the 2nd Divi~ion of the Tirah 
Field Foree breathed his !asL Those around bim understoud then for 
the first time how much he had suffered from broken health all along, 
and how for many weeks his indomitable spirit had triumphed over the 
frailty of his body. The following General Order was issued in Calcutta, 
January lOth :-"The Commander-in-Chief has it in command from the 
Yiceroy and Governor-General in India to exptess to the Army Hi>~ 
Exrelleney's deep regret at the loss which it has su~tained in the d~ath 
of )lajor-General Arthur Godolphin Yeatman-Biggs, C. B., and his high 
appreciation of the services rendered to the State by that Officer. Tl1e 
record of General Yeatman-Biggs's services covers a period of 37 years, 
during whicli he was employed in the following campaigns and mili
tary expeditions :-The opeTations against the Taeping rebels in 
ChiM, 1862; the South African War, 1879, during which he Command· 
ed one of the parties sent in pursuit of Ketchawayo, and suhsequt>ntly 
~;erved as Staff Officer of the Lyden burg Column a~ain~t St-kukuni ; the 
E;:_,ryptian Campaign of 1882. In August, 18fJ7, General Yeatman-Bigg'-" 
was. entrusted wit.h the command of the troops in the Kohat and Kur· 
ram Valleys, then threatened by a formidal.Jle combination of the 
Afridi and Orak7.ai tribes, and he conducted the operations on the 
L'blan Pass, as well as'those on the Sa.mana, which ended with the 
defeat of the tribesmen and the relief of Gulistan. On the formation 
of the Tirah Expeditionary Force he was appointed to the Command 
of the 2nd Division, which he held until a few da~·s before l1is death. 
The Commander-in-Cliief shares the regret which will be felt by the 
Army at the premature death of this gallant and distinguished Officer/' 

Sir Power Palmer, who bad hitherto commanc{ed the Line of 
Communi~tion, was appointed to succeed General Yeatman-Bigg~ in the 
Command of the 2nd Divi~ion, Tirah Fi~ld Fc.rce. The vacant poRt of 
Commandant of the Line of Communication was not filled up, as owing 
to the change of ba~e from Shinawari to Peshawar it had now become 
an easy and simple matter for each General of Divi~ion to manage his 
own transport and supply. The Gwalior and J en)()fe tran~port trainR, 
which throughout the Tirah Campaign bad been of the greatest serYice, 
continu~d in use. 

Orll~rs were now i~~ued for the breaking up of the r-eserve Brigade 
at P..awalpinJi, c•:.mmanded b~ Brigadi~r-General )Iacgregor; as the 
nece,osity or surp.-.s<'d ne('t:55ity for maintaining it no longer existed. 
The brigaJe eo:Jn~i,ted r,f the Duke of Cornwall's Lig!.t Infantry, the 
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) orhhire Light Infantry, the lst Bal uth Battalion, the !nd Inlantry 
(If,,Jerabad Continge11t) and the Jodhpu~ Imperial Sen-ict> Lancers; 
but of tl1ese the Balucl1is had already been de5patched to :Mombasa, 
"·bile the Hyderabad c,mtingent Infantry had gone to Peshawar. The 

Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry wa.s JMV ordered to join General 
KemjJ"ter's Brigade, (relieYing the Dorsets,) and the Yorkshire Light 
Infantry was sent to Ge11eral Wt:'stru.acott's Brigade (~li~:ving the 
:K urthamptons~ 
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CHAPTER .. :tn: 
THE RE·OCCl"PATIO!'f OF THE KHYBER Ali'D THE EXPEDITION INTO THE 

BAZAR >ALLEY. 

Ir was now decided to re-occupy the Khyber Pass, and for this purpose 

General Symons's Division and Gt-neralliammond's Colnmn were order
ed to concentrate at Jamrud. No great tribal rising in the Khyber was 
expected, and, in any case, once Ali Musjid was seized, the Zakka Khds, 
who alone of all the Afridi clans seriously menaced the pass, would not 
presumably be able to do much mischief. In concert with this man
<euvre the new plan campaign also included the despatch of a puni
tive force into the Bazar Yalley, the winter quarters of the Zakka 
Khels. 

On the 17th December the Peshawar Column mr~rched into Jamrud, 
followed by Gene,ral liart'it Brigade (with General Symons) the same 
day and by General Gasdee's Brigade the next day. At this period, for 
no avoidable fault of its own, the Devonshire Regiment was recalled 
from the front, and General Symons iBSUt·d a Divisional Order in which 

be said: "In losing the 1st Battalion De•onshire Regiment from the 
ht Dh·ision the Major-General Commanding desires to record his great 
appreciation of the good services throughout the campaign of this 
particularly efficient battalion. It is returning to cantonments solely on 
the recommendation of the Medical Officers, and on account of the scanty 
numbers to which it has now been reduced owing to/ever and sickne8s 
preYiously contracted in the Peshawar "Valley. It has been a great 
pl~asure to l!ajor-General Symons to have this extremely well-behaved 
and good fighting West Country Regiment in his Command." 

The morning after his arrin.l at Jamrud, December 18th, General 
HammunJ, with an escort of a few troops and two companies of the 
Khy1er Bifl~:s und~l Captain Barton, and accompanied by Colond Aslam 
Khan, Political Officer in the Khyber, nsited Fort ~Iaude. Not a. 
soul was seen in the pass, and .Ali :Mu~jid, of which a good Yiew was 
obta~1ed at a distance of about three miles, appeared to be deserted • 

. The road tbrough the pass was in very good condition. The tele,graph 
posts, with one or two exceptions, were standing, but with no wire 
att3l:heJ. F urt llaude it~df and other fortified posts nearer Jamrud 

bad k~:n di.,umutld and 1urnt, and the wall:! in some ca:;cs breacL~d. 
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TI1is rwmnai,;sance being entirely fa'l"ourable, preparations were 

made for the ad,·auce upon the Khyber, an~ on the 22nd December the 
rtbhawar Ct>lumn receh·ed orders to march out next morning. 'Tile 
adranced guard started about 7 A.M. and proceeded in road formation 
as far as Fort Maude, up to which point the hills on the flanks had been 
pre\'iously crowned by Captain Barton's Khyber Rifles. Aft€r lei!.Ying 
"Fort :Maude the 9th Gurkhas, who acted as ad,·anced guard to the 
column, took up the duty of sending out flanking parties and occupied 
all iruportant points right up to Ali Musjid. About two miles beyond 
Furt Maude the Yillage of Lala Cheeua. was passed on the left, lying 
peacefully in the sunshine in its ri,·erside position, but des~rted by 
its inhabitants. A short way further on the adxanced guard entered the 
true gorge of the Khyber, whkh comwences at Ali Musjid; and passing 
below the ibolated conical hill on which the Fort stands, halted. A 
C(ompany of the 9th Gurkhas was sent up to occupy the Fort till the 
arrival of the 43th Sikhs, who were on rear-guard, and the Staff Officers 
proc~eded to lay out the camp on the low spurs and the flat ground 
uordel'ing the ri,~er on the east of the Fort. Not a man was seen nor a 

short fired the whole day. Once the camp was ma\-ked out, the units 

soon got their tents up, and the ordinary Mutine of camp life was once 
mot·e in full swing. 

Considerable damage had been done to Fort Ali .Mnsjid, but the 
outer walls were not so seriously damaged as had appeared at first sight : 
the bre.'\<.·hes in the front wall as seen from below being those made in 
the original wall, which had ne¥er been rebuilt, by our guns in 1878. 

I n8ide, however, eYerything was dismantled, all the woodwork burnt, 
all the roofs fallet in, and nothing left standing but blackened crum
t,Jing walls. In one room the concrete floor had been picked np ro 
unt·ovtr au old well·shaped exca,·ation, which had, pre'l"ious to our occu
l~ltion of the Khyher, been used as a magazine. It had been covered in 
l·y us Lt•rau~e a ddld had accidentally fallen in and been kiiled, but the 
wil.r Afridi, el'i,leutly thinking it was likely to contain something of 
Yalue, had gone fur it at once, only to find it empty. Besides the Fort, 
tlll·re are circular lJiockhouses on the commanding points near at hand; 
tll''"" are t-llteted from the outside by a ladder, which leads on to a plat
f,•rm rai~ed ~<•llle f,•ur feet from the len) of the ground, and the w~IB are 
J,,,.J,JH,J,.J at a eunY~uient htight above the platform. These.blockhouses 
),aJ ak1 \o.T!I Ji,lllalltlt·d and t}Je dvOI'S and IJlatfvl'lliS UUI'Dt1 SO that 
thr. }'i,hts ~•·llt up to o .... cnpy tL~Ul fvunJ tl•t! lv<:•J•IwleJ> out of all reach, 
a11J haJ to l•ilvu.;l,. vut~iJc. 
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On the 24th December the lst and 2nd Brigades arrived at Ali 
Musjid from Jamrud, and

1 
went into camp on the low ground about 

!Ala Cheena. This was a busy day for the Peshawar Column : there 
were partit.>s out in four different directions. A wing of the Innis
killin~:,rs went out to crown the heights for the incoming brig-ades ; a 
wing of the Oxfords went out to form a CO\"ering part)" to the 3-Ith 
Pioneers who were engagt>d in opening out the roads that the two 
brigades were to take next morning; a 1arty of 100 men from each 
regiment with the Sappers and :Miners went out to blow up the Lala 
Cbeena towers and bt·ing in wood and forage ; and a fourth party 
of two companies of the 9th Gurkhas went out with Captain Barton 
to reconnoitre the hills on the right of the road to the Alachi Pa8s, 
with ·a view to finding a way by which General Hammond's Column 
could move next day, so as to cover the right flank of the 1st Brigade 
in its projected ad,·ance into the Bazar Yall~y. 

On Christmas Day, the M and 2nd Brigades commenced their puni· 
tive expedition into the Bazar Valley-the 2nd Brigade, on the left, 

went by the Chura p:andao Pass, and the 1st Brigade, on the right, by the 
Alachi Pass. Sir William Lockhart accornpani~d the 2nd Brigade. A 
force from the Peshawar Column, consisting of a wing of the Oxfords, 
four guns No. 3 :Mountain Battery Royal Artillery, fi\·e companies 
Sappers and ~liners, four companies of the 9th Gurkhas and the 4.Jth 
Sikh>~, helll the hills on the right and guard~d that tla11k fur them a:> far 
as the pasi!· The 4.Jth Sikhs fo11nd some 30 men on the extr~me right 

and drove them off, but not without l•Jss, for one man was mortally 
wounded, and two othen were severely and one slightly wounded. 
General Hammond himself pushed on to the pass witl1 the Sappers and 
:Miners and blew liP the towers of Alachi ,·illage. A few shots were 
fired here, but without inflicting any damage. ~Ieanwhile the M 
Brigade had l1ardly got hro mile& frvm camp ; it v.·as then 4 l'·ll., the 

h~lniip.:lrt ahead wa.s badly blocked, and the troopil were oLliged to 
Ep~nd a cheedess Christmaa night in the llills, cold and exposed . 

.After seeing the lst DiYision well started on its way to the 
Bazar Valley, General ILmmond marched his C•)lmnn on Decemoer 
:?Gth to Landi Kota.~ a ui:;tance uf 10 D1ilc:s, which he covert!d withont 
mt'l:'tiiJ; any op}M'ition. Ail at Ali l£U:Jjid, thtl wholll place had he~n dill· 

mant1.::.1 in6i~k WallshaJ ~en },.ft standing-, but every bit of woodw<,J·k 
had Mn reruo\"ed or buri:Jt. The hou:;e uf Captain Barton, latt! Politi(.-al 
0:ticer in the Khyber, "·as a wreck; all his pror~rty, much (!(it nry nlu
,al,le, L;d (Jf couN~ L~:t:n r~:mo,·td, and enrytLing porta\..le had been 
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carried off. The caravan mni and the blockhouse had been treated in a. 
similar manner, nothing but bare walls bein.,g- left. In subsequently des· 
troying villages the column came across many small bits of Captain Bar· 
ton's property, such as books, letters, and stray articles of furniture, but 
nothing of value was recovered, except his tum-tum, which was found 
in a nullah, placed there no doubt by the original thief, who willhed to 
avoid recognition. Empty ammunition boxes were also found, but 

practically all the Khyber villages were empty; household goods, Cll.ttle, 
agl'icultural implements and such like having been taken away to 

unknown fastnesses in the high hills, or hidden in caves. 

When the Peshawar Column first arrived at Landi Kotal the 
attitude of the Khyber Zakka Khela was uncertain. They had been 
offered terms, which were that they should pay up half the rifles taken 
by them in the late attack on the Forts, in addition to the half of those 
dl'manded as a fine (154 rifles) and should give hostages for the pay
ment of the other half, and that they should pay the sum of nine 
thousand rupees as a money fine; and they had been given till the 28th 
December to accept or refuse our terms. The Shihwaris had at once 
accepted the terms offered them and were therefore not to be reckoned 
with, and Captain Barton took advantage of th;ir compliance to make 
them picket the hills to the north of camp and llafeguard it by day and 
night from that direction, and also to picket daily the high ridge under 
which the road runs through the Saddu Khel country. Pending the 
final reply from the Zakka Kllels, General Hammond oet forth on the 
27th December with the 57th Field Battery Royal Artillery, four guns 
No. 3 Mount:\in Battery Royal Artillery and the 9th Gurkhas, to 
J'l·cunuoitl·e the B~ri Pass, which runs between the Khyber and the Bazar 
Yalley and from which General Symons's Division was expected to 
t:lllt:'l ;re on it~ l't:'tum from the Bazar Valley. This movement necessitated 
pa~~ing dose to the Saddu Khel villageil, and the maliks sent word 
tbat they did not w;mt to fight but if the troops approached their 
,·illagt>s, thq had 400 men ther~ 11.nd would resist. General Hammond's 

only l't'ply w;~ to send back for first reserve ammunition, to deploy the 
Gurkhas into line, and bl'ing up the field battery. Two companies of 
thll Gurkha~~ were tlJ~ll extended and sent round to flank the villages, 
cututuandit~g h~iglitll Wt:'l'e occupied and the force advanced thro~gh the 
lilla.:.:t·~ and up the pass unmolested. The road to the pass runs through 
a ddile iu tht! hills, at fir;;t faidy open, but the valley soon contracts 
atHI is tl:u.k,·d by hi;.:h, cra;,:gy, isolatt>d peaks so phced as to r.;,nder it 
iu.pv"'il!le tl) dfH:icutly cutllmand the flanks. At a distance (Jf about 

• 
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three miles from the pass the valley still further contracts, and the path 

runs through a gorge about ~ne hundred and fifty yards in length, so 
narrow as to be impassable for a lad~n mul~, and between precipitous 
rocks about 100 feet high. The route is in fact impracticable, nor can 
it be improved. 

The next day, December 28th, was wet and cold, and the troops 
did not move out. The tribes had not come in, but on the contrary had 

add~d to their list of offences by shooting a sepoy of tht> 9th Gurkhas 

during the night, close outside the entrenchments, and bj carrying off 
about five miles of telegraph wire and breaking down the po3til. On 
the 2Dth, therefore, the force moved out, partly to forage, partly to 
puni::~h the tribes for thPir presumption, and partly to guard outgoing 
and incoming convoys; and operations of this nature continued to form 
the regular programme of work for many days afterwatds. Every day 
villagt's were destroyed, and more forage seized, but not without lo~s, for 
the Zakka Khels were well armed and were good shots, with an accurate 

knowledge of the country, and of the range of every prominent object. 
They sniped at the, troops almost incessantly and also destroyed the 
tel~graph lines with such persistence that all attempts at repairs haJ to 

be given up for the time being. 

On the 30th Decem~er the Oxfordshire Regiment, who were out on 
convoy duty, met with a serious misadventure. After seeing the dale 

through and completing the day's work, four companies of the Oxfords, 
who were crowning the furthest heights towards Ali Musjid and had to 

form the rear-guard to the retirement, became seriously engaged with 
the enemy. About 5-30 P.Y. General Hammond at the camp at Landi 
Kotal rectlived a report that the rear-guard was hard pr~ssed and in need 
of reinforcements. The troops in camp were at once spread out smartly 
and hurried to the scene of action. The 34th Pioneers were sent to 
occupy the villages on the right, and General Hammond with the 
remainder pushed on, occupying points on the flanks as he advanced. 
He found the Oxfords, a!! well as 20 men of the Inni~killings and one 
company of the 9th Gnrkhas (who had been left on flanking heights 
to co-operate with the rdireruent) holding three Yillages. All firing 
had ceased, and under conr of the reinf,:,rcemenu which he had brought 
G~nera~ IIamm•:,nd withdrew the Oxfordi! and the Gurkhas from the 

villages, retirulg off the hilli!. It ap~artd that the Oxfordll when fir:;t 
atta~:ked L\d tahn cover in a' deep nullah whit:h proved to be alof) 

Hpu,ed to the en~my'~ fire. The dlooulie- bearers thereupiJn bdted, and as 
i} w~ fouuJ Uu}.ll'~silile to ,;et aw.:~y the kill~:J and wouudeJ it Lt:~:ame 
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necessary to occupy the villages till reinforcements arrived from Landi 
Kotal. The casualties in the Oxfordshire Regiment were :-killttl: one 
Sergeant, one Lance-Corporal, and one pfivate ; u·ounded: Lieutenant· 
Colonel F. II. Plowden, Commanding; uvmly W014nded: Captain C. Parr, 
Lieutenant R. C. R. Owen, Sergeant-Major Dempsay; mortally wounded: 

four Sergf:ants and six privates. Not only were the dead and wounded 
carried safely back to camp, but all rifles, ammunition and accoutrements 
were brought in, so that nothing fell into the hands of the enemy. 

On New Year's Day most of the troops were again employed in 
blowing up towers and in foraging. The Zakka Khelg, awakening at 
last to the daily seizure of their bhoo•a, took the extreme measure of 
Aetting fire to the bhoo•a stocks, and after this date little or no fomge was 
found in any of t)le villages. The same day General Hammond, covered 
by a wing of the Inniskillings and Oxfords, went up the Tsera N ullah 
to examine some caves nightly occupied by the enemy. Household goods 
were found in the caves, and while the troops were engaged in clearing 
the caves and destroying the goods some shots were fired at General 
Hammond and the group of Officers standing with him. Several bullets 
fell quite close, and one hit Lieutenant H. D. Ham!.dond, R.A., General 
IIarumond's Ordedy Officet·. Some shots were also fired at the troops 
when retiring. 'l'he day's casualties were :-zcounded: Lieutenant 

• IIammond ; uvmly wouruled: one Sergeant, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 
one sepoy, 34th Pioneers, and one follower. 

It had been intended to surprise the villagers on the morning of the 
3rd January; 200 of the 9th Gurkhas were to start out into the hills 
early and get into position over the Bori Pass by daylight while the 
re~t of the troopv demonstrated over the villages at the mouth of the 
pads. The effect would have been to drive the enemy up the pass, 
'\\hence the Gurkhas would have driven them back, and further loss 
would have been inflicted on any line of retreat they might have taken. 
'l'hll Gurkhas started at 4 A.M., but the weather was so inclement with 
rain, sleet and snow, that the whole movement was countermanded. 
Latl·r the same day ~Iajor Hickman of the 34th Pioneers, who was in 
cuHlmand of a picktt party guarding the road between Ali Musjid and 
Lmdi Kt,tal, was shot through the htart Ly a ~tray bullet fired from 
a Ji~tauce of ROO yard;;. 

• 
On January 5th a foraging party went out as usual but. failed to find 

any sign uf the en~my, and not a single shot was fired, the tribesmen 
ha1 ing appartntly Cl'OS:>ed over the hills into the Bazar Valley. The 
Llv\1 iug up vf tht:il' villag~:s was a. far grei.lter lv;>S to the Khyber Zakka . 
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Khels th:m to tho!>e of the Ba.ra ~nd Bazar Valleys, for the Khyber men 
stay in the pailS all the year round, do not migrate, and have no oth~r 
homes except cavea in the h~lls. They mutit have been sutl'ering con· 
sillt:rable distress, fur it was now very cold, the thermometer at night 
time regi:~tering 13 degt·ees of frost. · 

The story of the re-occupation of the Khyber is now complete, and 
in leaving the Peshawar Column in possession of Landi Kotal and Ali 
Musjid it has only to be mentioned that from this date the "Pasha war 
Column" nominally ceai!ed to exist, the force under General Hammond 
till then so sty lad being re-named the "5th Brigade of the Tirah Field 
Force." 

We now return to General Symons's Division, which we left in the 
Khyber' at the mouth of two passes leading into the Bazar Valley, pre· 
pared to strike another blow at the Zakka. Khels and their villages of 
refuge. Before the advance war. continued the Imperial Service Troops 
with the .Div~$ion, who throughout the Tirah Camp!\ign had acquitted 

. themselves with very great credit, reeeived orders to return to their 

respective States, a~ their work was over ; and General Symons in part· 
ing with them ii!Sued the following complimentary order:-" The General 
Officer Commanding the 1st Division, desires to record his appreciation 
of the good services ar.d soldier-like dem~anour of these corps. Their 
discipline and good behaviour have been beyond reproach, and quite 
equal throughout the campaign to that of the best of our native troops. 
General Symons in the name of the whole Division begs to thank them 
for their incessant and hard work, always cheerfully pel'formtd. The 
~bjor-General's especial approbation is due to Commandant Sardar 
Sher Singh, Commanding the Nabha. Regiment, an4. to Commandant 
Sardar Meter Khan, Commanding the Maler Kotla Sappers. These 
Officers have displayed zeal, intelligence, and good qualities of com· 
mand. The 1st Divi8ion will miss tht>ir services, and they all leave with 

congratulations and good wishes.n 

It was a great disappointment to the troops under General Symons 
not to find the enemy in force in the Bazar Valley, as the men of the 1st· 
Divi:lion were anxious to avenge the re~tlnt IOSiJes of the 2nd Division 
during the march from Dwatoi to Barkai. The Zakka Khels had the 
whole rl the upper vart of the Ea.ra Valley once again open to them, and 
they discreet(y ldt llizar to the care of small bodi~:s of men. G'heena. i3 
the only >ilLtge of importance in the valley, and the enemy did not con· 
~id~r it worth whil~ fi.:;hting for. Thtir cave-dwellings along the Bazar 
~H:r could not be J~~troyed. Durin~ t!Ji.i littlt: expedition the troop• 
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'll'ere fot· the most part admiral1ly handl!d; but the Alachi route proved 
lliflicult, and a battalion of infantry with commissariat st<>res had 1:<> be 
left all night on the pass : fortunately it ~as not attacked. General 
Ca~clee's Bri{:,tade alone went as far as Cbeena., ·which was destroyed, while 
Gcnet·al Hart's Bdgade halted at Burg ready for action in case the Zakka. 
Khds should show themselves in great strength. The tribesmen however 
ne\'er numbct·ed more than 200 men in any one spot. On the 27th 
General Hart remained at Burg, whilst part of his force went on to the 
Bazar Valley to meet Sir William Lockhat·t, and to picket the left bank 
so as to assist in protecting General Gaselee's Column returning from 
Cbeena. The rear-guard of the 2nd Brigade was followed up as usual, 
Lut when the Afridis met the pickets of the 1st Brigade they transferred 
their attention to the latter. The Royal Sussex Regiment, who were 

on this picket duty, were engaged warmly for 2i hours, and when they 
retired on Burg the enemy followed them close int<> camp. The regiment 
ttJst 3 killed and 3 wounded. ] .. ieutenant St. de, V. A. Julius was also 
slightly wounded. A private in the Royal Sussex behaved with gt·eat 

gallautt·y. He was shot through the leg and severely wounded, but after 
this he helped a wounded comrade away, and assist~d in carrying the 
dlwolie all the way back to the camp. He then went to his company's 
Li\'ouac to get some food and then 1:<> the hospital W have his wound 
dressed. , 

On the morning of the 28th December at a quarter to five o'clock 
Genet·al Hat't stuted in the darkness and rain t<> surprise and surround 
tla• Karamna \'illages, as it was reported that the tribesmen had returned. 
All the ,·illaiics wet·e surrounded before daylight, but the Zakka. Khels 
had t•t·en too shar·p and had flown. The subsequent withdrawal of the 
force from llurg up a steep r1wine was an extremely difficult operation. 
The pickets on the hill tops reported the enemy in force on the south 
(I{ the camp; and the reat·-guard, consisting of the Royal Sussex and the 
2ht ~fadra~ Piunee~-s, the latter in the rear, were heavily engaged for 
t-~\'eral huut·s. The great difficulty was to get the pickets down safely : 
tlwre wer·e tk'n of them' all pinnacltJd on steep rocky hills, and Colonel 
C. H. W. Cafe, who commanded the rear-guard, managed the operation 
athuiralJly. The more dititant pkkets were Lrought down and passed up 
till' l'illiue, and the uthtl's followed in their turn. The .Afridis followt:d 
d .. , .•. Jy allll pt·•·,.i,kutly and awroached witl1in 100 yards of tLe lr!tdras 
l'iunt·t·ts, tllu~ giriug t•ur· llll'll a much Lt.'tkrchance than usua.f, and many 
Wt'l'l' wt·n to fall. Out· ! • .~sse~ were two m~n uf the llo)·al Sussex eererely 
wuuu.! ..... l, une ~··pu~· ._,f t\11~ 21~t ~fadras Piunel'l'l! killed, .four St:\'erely 
IUIJ vue ~li0 l1tly wvuudcJ. All the ,·aluaule tt.l'o\tl'l! in Bur!J allll , 
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Karamna were blown up, anJ in carrying out this duty a distres.sing 
accident OCCUITt>d whereby Lieutenant C. R. Tonge, R.E., and a sap per 
of No.4 Company Bombay ~appers, were accidentally killed. One of 
the charges under a tower exploded, and Lieutenant Tonge, thinking 
that the other fuse had failed, went up to the tower, when the second 
eharge went off. 

On the 20th December t.he 1st Bdgade under Bdgadier-Geneml Hart, 
accompanied by Gt-neral Symons, returned to Ali :Musjid. Tl1e with· 
drawal was closely and boldly followed by the Afl'idis, who in places !rOt 

quite near, being much aided by clouds on the hills. They followed the 
tear-guard for six miles, and shot well. Our casualties were : six men of 
the Derbyshire Regiment severely wounded, and three other men 
slightly wounded i one rifleman of the 2-lst Gurkhas dangerously 
wounded. Several of the casual tie~ occurred in withdrawing the pick· 

ets from the hills round Karamna Camp. TI1ey were all enntually 
passed through the strong rear-guard placed in position at the exit of 
the camp. The baggage was all sent on ahead and the operation of the 
withdrawal was skilfully executed, the troops supporting each other 
admirably. Bri~dier-General Hart himself came in with the last corn. 
pany. TI1e transport did very well ; not one load Leing lost. General 

Ga.selee's Brigade ma~hed by another t·oute to Jamrud. They alllo hacl 
12 or 13 casualties 111 ruut,, 

The next few weeks were uneventful, and towards the end of 
January it seemed a.s if the efforts of the Political Officers were likely to 
be crowned with succesil. Even the Zakka Khels were known to be 
de'OO.ting for the first time whether it would not be wiser to come to 
terms, than risk another invasion in the spring. The news, therdore, 
which reached India on the 30th January that our t~oops had met with 
a serious re,·erse was wholly unex~cted. As it afterwarus emerged, 
tile operations v;hich led up to this unfortunate bu~ineSII had been 
carefully planned beforehand, and every effort bad been made to keep 
the proposel mofement of troops secret Sews had been rect:'ived that 
the .\.fridis had driven their cattle and camds to graze on the K.tjurai 
Plain, which is due east of Fort Bara and is euclo~ed on tlte no1thern, 
w~:st<:rn and 80uthern sides by spurs 11·Lich run down from the main 
range of hills separating the Eara and Bazar Valleys. It ns accord· 
iugl)'resolred to capture the Afridi herds and herdsmen. For this 
purpose four columns, one fJ"?m each brigade, were formed, and ordered 
w wo\·e concentrically, 80 a.s to cut off the tribesmen's line of retreat 
w~?::~twai'11l. The points from 11·hich the columns moved on the morning 

' vf the ;!:)t.h January wm .Ali :llWljid, Jamrud, Bara Fol't anJ )la.Ula.ui. 



( 235 ) ' 

• Genet·al Symons r~ported that the Ali :r.Iusjid and Jamrud Columns 
hall seen nothing of the enemy, though they had marched ovet· twenty 
miles. The Bara. Column which prtSumably moved straight a.croi!S the 
Kajur·ai Plain, had al~o nothing of interest to report. The column, 
lwwever, further to the west, drawn fr'Om General W eatma.cott'11 Brigade, 

and consillting of the King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, fom• 
companies of the 36th Sikhs and two guns of No. 5 Bombay 'ttlountain 
Battery, with Colonel Seppings of the King's Own Yorkshire Light 
lufantry in command had a very different experience. Little opposi· 
tion was I'Xpel'ienced in the advance, but when the retirement began 
tltrough a narrow defile known as the Shin Kamar Pass the enemy 
appeared in considerable numbers and pressed hard upon the small 
column. It was the old story of a small force completely at the mercy 
uf skilful marksmen securely planted on both sides of a narrow gorge. 
Too few in numbers to clear the hills, their only course was to retire as 
best they could, though men were d1·opped in their t1-acks at every step· 
and the column was e\·ery moment becoming more and more hampered 
with the wounded, Fottunately it was found possible to send a me&sage 
to Utoneral Westmacutt, who turned out with 200 tf the King's Own 
Scutti~h Bordew·s, 100 Gurkhas and two guns. He found the little 
column retiring iu good order, but very slowly. Promptly gra.~ping the 
situation he brought his guns into action from th'e hills at the mouth of 
the gorge on the enemy's left, and tumed the direction of the retil·emenli 
through his troops. When the whole had p!!.ssed through he retired 
slowly, reaching camp at 7-30 P.M., and being the last man himself to get 
in. Even as it was our losses wet•e extremely heavy, and our dead had 
to be left on the field. The C!U!ualty list comprised : Briti~h Officers
killed: Li~·ltCI1al'~-Colonel Haughton, Lieutenant Turing, 36th Sikhs; 
Lieutenant:~ Walker, Dowdall and Hughes, King's Own Yorkshire Light 
l1dantry; u:o11nded: Major Ea.dtl, Captain Marra.ble and Lieutenant 
llall uf the King's Own York~hire Light Infantry. The ra.uk aud file of 
the Yo1hhil'esalso sutft!l'cd ltea\·ily, losing 22 killed aud-17 wounded; 
;,he 3Gth Sikh~ hst 3 men killed. On the 3M January G~:netal West

macott adrauced again to the Shin Kamar Pass for the purpose of 
l•ringing in the dead, and 22 bodit!s were recovered. His force consi:>ted 
t'f 4VI.l uf the GJrdon Higl1landers, 300 Sikhs, 300 2nd Gutkhas, -!00 
3rd UlulL:~.s, ~jl) Kiug's Own Yo1hhire Light Iufantry, 400 King's 
Uwn S\.'ulti~h .Burd~:~·~:~·s, and Xo. 8 Muuutain B.1ttery Roy~! .Attillery. 

Little ol'IJU>itivn was hlade to the advance, the f~w ca.iiualtit:s taking 
J•lart! a.s tlu.~ fvl'<.:~ l'tlil'cd. Out! guunet· W;l.(i killed, one iuuuet· and one 
w.au vf ll11~ King's Owu Yorkshire LigL.t lnfantt·y, oue Gurkha., and OUil 
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6lliati Wt>re wounded. Snrgeon-C<lptain l\1. Dick and Lieutenant Drowne, 
30th Sikhs, were slightly wounded. 

' 
So ended what was certainly one of the most unfortunate episodes of 

the campaign. The loss of the Colonel of the 3Gth Sikhs in particular 
was deeply regretted throughout the army. On more than one occasion 
since the operations again11t the Afridis be~:.rnn, Colonel Haughton's quick 
re!lolve, magnificent courage, and inspiring leadership had saved a 
critical situation, and he was idolised by every soldier in his regiment. 
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PART V. 

TWO MINOR EXPEDITIONS. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE O'l'li:AN KHEL EXPEDITION, 

WHILE in the early part of November Sir Wiiliam Lockhart was 11ngaged 
in punishing the Afridis in the :.Maidan V'alley, the ::')falakand Field 
Force, which under Sir Biudon Blood had co·operated with General 
Elles's Force in subjugating the :Uobmands and the~Iamunds, was enjoy· 
ing a well-earned rest and awaiting fresh employment. After the health 
of the force had been thoroughly recruited, it was thought desiraule in 
the absence of any other work to give some pohion of the two brigades 
a ten days' promenade through the Utman Khel country, west of the 
ll!alakand. The Utman Khels had informally expressed their willing· 
ness to comply, as far as possible, with the terms imposed upon them by 
Major Deane, and the troops visiting their villages were not likely to 
meet with resistance. A certain number of 1itles and other arms had 
to be coliect~d, 'and the mere presence of a strong brigade would, it was 
r·ightly expeeted, prove sufficient to remind the tribesmen of their 
oLligations. Preparations for the expedition were accordingly begun 
at Jalala in thtl Peshawar District, and the Guides Cavalry and Infantry 
wct·e ordered to rejoin the Malakand Field Force. Sir Bindon Blood's 
l,lan was to dt'tach a strong brigade to visit the Ctman Khels, and yet 
have a sufficient fvt1:e left to keep a close watch upon the still suspected 
Duner border. 

'l11e rtman Khels are not an important tribe, as their fighting 
strength is put at only 1,200 or 1,500 men, but they have been Jotm·ious 
e\·ildvt'l'S on the frontier for many years past. Years ago'they attacked 
tl1e gangs of lal!out·t'l'll em}Jloyed on the Swat lliv..!r Canal and cut up a 
numl!..r of unarmd coulies, an off.:nce fur which they were never 
thv1vu;;;hly l!Ullkh~J. Thq sluued iu the attil.l:k vu the :llilakan~ 1tt~ 
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v. itht!N.'w in ha~te wht>n the ret!evinft f•)l'l:'e arriwd. 111e northmt 
l't"o:tivn <•f the clan Ji,·ing llt'.n•nJ the, Panjk••I-a \WI'e dt.>alt with by 

~hj\•r Dt>ane, Pt•litirnl Olfke'r, aftt>r the l>)lt'l<ttiun8 in the )IamunJ 
Yall~y; and it WM the I!Vuthem !le\'tion~ tl.at had now to be Ybit~,l. 
Tloey Lad be~itate!'d flJr weeks, thinking, pt:'l'hap~, that all military 
(lpt:'rations wer~ at an end; but the instant Sir Bindl)n BI\.1\.Kl'$ ttwp.s 
l!tartN, thtir jirga.J. hastened to make forrnal submissivn. Their object 

was, of course, to preve~:t our tru<•p.s enttriug their country; but it W;Ail 

important that the Tvtai Yalley and th~ pat~Sesll'ading into it from the 
Swat Yalley, Dar0rai and the Pe11ha.war Dktl·if.:t ~bvuld be thoi'Oughly 
uplored 

Colonel A. J. F. Reid waa giren the command of the expeditionary 
force, with the temporary rank of Brigadier-Genernl, and the fvrce it· 
&elf consiste!'d of the following troops :-The Buffs, ~o. 8 .Mountain 
:Battery, one squadron lOth Beng-dl Lancers, the 21st Punjab Infantry 
the 35th Sikhs, "C" and "D" Sections ~o.l Brit~h Field B~Mpital, "A" 
and "B" &:ctions So. 3S Sati\·e Field Hospital, and So. 50 ~a.tive 
Fidd Hospital The following Officers were appointed to the staff of the 
culum.n :-Commanding, lkigadi~r-General Reid; Dt'puty As:>iotant 
.Adjutant-General, (aptain .A. B. Dunsterville, East SuiTey Regiment ; 

Th-puty .d.Mistant Quar~rmMter-Gent'rnl, llijor L. Herbert, Central 
India Horse; Orderly Officer, Lieutenant H. A. Yallings, 29th Punjab 
In.fantry ; E.l.tra Orderly Officer, Lieutenant W. S. fta~r, 19th lkngal 

L'lllcers ; Fit'ld Engineer, Captain H. J. Sherwood, Rvya.l Eugineet'll; 

Intdligt'nce Orlker,Lieuteuaut ..:\.C. :Y. Waterfidd, 11th lkugal Lance I'll; 
Commisc.;ariat Officer, Cl.pt.;;in ..:\. R. Burlton, Statf Corps; Tran:~po1·t 

Otli .. :er, Lieutenant R. S. Weston, .Manchester Regiment ; Prov~Mt-)lu-• 
• shal, Lieut~nant H. E. Cotterill, Royal West Suney Regiment; Signal-

ling Utlicer, Lieutenant W. H. Trevor, The Buffa; St'nior )Iedical Utli..:t:r, 
Surgevn-Lieutenant-Colond P. F. O'Connor, Indian ltedical &:rvice; and 
&:ni•;r Veterinary Officer, Veterinary-Lieutenant G . .M. Williams, Army 

Yeterinary Dt-partment. C<Hlperating with General Reid waa a small 
f.:•rce consi:!ting of the 16th B.:ng-.J Infantry and one section of ~o. 51 
Sative Fidd HoA!pital, under the conunand of Lieutenant-Culonel A. 
).[vntanaro. 

Thtlr upediti•1D started out frrJm Jalala on ~vn:wlxr 2::!nd, it~ des
tiuati,•n b.:ing the Tvtai Yalley, aboJut tLre~ Illar~:Lell diotant. Harair.k•Jt 
11a..; ttoa.:Lt:J on the :!.Vh, lt.lJJ tLt LtJl.l;lll Khd jir7ahl wLi~h had Illu;ter· 
hi at Kvt, were S.' anriuu.s tv J!rtwnt tht:ir country b.:ing ent.:red by thd 

U;v;.•i-"~~ tkt1 u ;Ur~:a.Jy ~tatnl, thq ~o.:ut wvrJ vo. ah~:aJ that th~y v.~:1·~ 
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pt·ep~red til make submi~sion. General Hill's reply was that he would 
tueet the jirgt•h at Kot in the Totai ',;alley. To Kothe accordingly 
1n:mhed that day, crossing over the Bhar Pass en route. The road over 
the JlaR~, although it had been considerably improYed the day before 
l,y No. li Company Sappers and lltiners and by working parties from 
all corps, proved vet·y difficult fot• laden caml'l$. The baggage, how· 
~rer·, was all got ovet• with the loss of a few camels, and reached the 
camp late in the evening. ShQltly aftet· passing Bhar on the west side of· 
the pass the valley widens considerably, and is very g1·een and full of 
culti,·ation: The villagers of Lower Totai showed an unmistakable 
wi~h to be friendly. Ji,gahs from Lower and Upper Totai and .Agl"ah 
n1et General Reid ou arrival at Kot, and were told what the Government 
terms wer·e, namely,...,...(l) The sunender of 300 guns and all breech· 
luadet·s; (2) ~u1·vey of .the country ; ~3) formal submission to the Political 
A,(;ent at :Malakand; (4) forage for the force; and (5) road-making as 
required-an important matter, as the column had 600 camels in its 
carriage equipment. All the clans accepted the ter·ms unconditionally, 
except the Agrahj"irgah, who, as they showed some hesitancy, were told 
that the force would exa.ct compliance with the terms at .Agrah. The 
force halted on November 25th at Kot in order that the two routes to 

Agrah might be reconnoitred. That over the Khels Pass was found 
impracticable for camels, and it was decided to use the route via 
Silipatai which., howe,·er, also required much work to make it passable. 
Bargolai was seen to be in a wide cultivated plain among the hill:~~, and 
the reconnaissance was made to within two miles of .Agrah Pass, 
Groups of people were seen here and there, but no shot was fired. 

At 8 o'clock on the morning of the 26th N overu ber the force left Kot 
and marched to Silipatai, about five ruiles, the t·oad following the bed of 
the ~tream in a deep gorge the whole way. It was necessary to conr 
the mard1 of the column by parties on the hillsides marching parallel 
to the culunm. Prog1·ess was necessarily sl()W1 but the reat·-guard reach· 
ed the caUip at :l Ul.. without any mishap. No. 5 Company Sappers and 
Mint>l'l!, covet·ed by the 21st Punjab Infantry, proceeded towards Bar
golai and made the road passal1le for camels up to I! 1uiles from that 
place. The l'econnaissances frol.ll this point to Bargolai proved the road 
tube quite practicaLie fur the rewainder of the way. The villagers of 
Dl.cri, Silipatai and Bargula.i were very submissive, b1·inging id'supplies. 
Gruups uf men wet·e se~n on the" Agrah Pass and the sur~ounding Lills1 

and \\'~1'1! said to be t\,e Agrah jirgah who had conie w their boundary w 
t.:ud~1· thcit· ~ubmis~ion to G~neral Rt:id at that place. The force 

Li' v~d..cJ at ni;;ht vn tttTaccd hilbidc:s ncar Bedaui Yill~ge half , a 
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mile south-east of Silipatai. The surrounding villages were warned that 
the penalty for any sniping i~to camp would be exacted from them 
and they crowned all the heights in the neighbourhood with pickets. 

Next day November 27th, the force marched from Silipatai to 
:Bargolai, the road having been n1ade pa~~able for camels by the Queeu's 
Own Sappers and 1\Iiuers. :Bat·golai is at the extremity of the long nar· 
row gorge that leads from Kot, about eight miles long, and the column 
birouacked in a peat·-shaped valley with a considerable amount of 
cultivation hills rising to three or four thousand feet all around. A 

reconnaissance up the Agrah Pass showed the road to be impassable for 
camel$, and only fair for mules. 

On the 28th Novemb~r General Reid with 500 rifles of the 21st 
Punjab Infantry, 250 of the :Buff~, 250 of the 35th Sikhs, four guns of 
No.8 Bengall\Iountain Battery and half of No.5 Company Queen's Own 
Sappers and 1\Jiners as a flying column, with mule transpot·t only, march· 
ed from Bargolai over the Agrah Pass and bivouacked on a low spur in 
the centre of the valley which gives the pn.ss its name. No opposition 

was met with, the grl!.in and fodder demanded were brought in at once, 
and the rifles were surrendet•ed the next day. The valley or rather 
group of valleys were all under cultivation, the wheat crops being a few 
inches high. About 2 o'clock in the afternoon of the 28th the advanced 
pickets reported the presence of a gathering of about 500 men car·rying 
a few standards on the right bank of the Swat River, about five miles 
away. They apr,eared to be Shamozai, but they showed no signs of 
intending to cross the river. There are rope bridges over the river at 
this point, but crossing is a slow operation and to get back hurriedly is 
impo$sible, so the (suppo~ed) Shamozai contented t!Jemselves with 
watching General Reid's movements. The night of the 28th pa~sed 
quietly, and next morning a. reconnai$1\nce under Lieutenant-Uolonel 
Faithfull went out to the Inzari Pass, which was visible about three 
miles off. 

The reconnaissance under Colonel Faithfull to the Inzari Pass 
~>howt'd the road over the pas~ to be a. very fait· one, and quite pas~alJle 

f•Jl' n.ul~::>. The a~cent for the last :!00 yards is very steep. The rt·con
nai:;..-ance pu~hd h:yond the pa.~,, enabling the Government Sur·veyor 
to cumJ,Ide hi~ sketch to the p<1int reached ft·om the Malakand side in 
Augtbt last. 'fhe vi~w from th~ top ot lnzari was magnificent. The 
liill drops ahuo~t pet~Jendiculal'ly to where the Panjkora and Swat 
I:iwt~ juiu, and t1 the distance the snow peaks of the Lowari Hauge w~:re 
y~ iul~. Gt:nerallltiJ accompaui.:J the recunnai~dance in person, aud the 
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)•arty rdurned at 5 P.:M. By this timt!all the ar~\t~em;~e~'i:a 1)\;rr}'' 
~u•rend .. red, and the di~trict haYing made complet~~QJi?JJ'qti,ers 
were i~Hned for the force t,> return to Bargol\i next day. Tt.~tpass~ci:; 
quietly, and the Flyiug Column left Agrah at 8 A.M, all being in &~rc;lai 
('amp by 11-30. The remaining arms required from Bargolai l1aYing 
lle .. n sunendered, the force took its departure from Bargolai on the 

ht December and marched to Kot. 

As the Kanawari }irgall, which had been granted leave to meet 
Ueueral Reid on his at'l'ival, had not come in and had not sent in the 
anus required d them, it was decided to visit tlreit• villages and enforce 
sulJlnixsion. The Yillages lie high up in the hills to the west of the 
Hile of General Reid's Camp and about 3,000 feet above it. The road 
was very bad and very steep and progress was slow. About half-way up, 
the represent<Ltives uf the villages were met hurrying down to General 

lteid with all that was required of them in the way of weapons, but as 
they had neglected to att&nd at the precribed time the force continued 

its march on the villages and the arms were accepted there. One of the 

principal11;alikR, ·however, having refused to appear or tender any sub
mis.;ion, the fortifications of his dwelling were destro,ed. A survey was 

made of the heights overlooking the Panjkora River and the force then 
returned to carup, arriving at 4·30 P.M., having ~een out 11 hours. 

Tlte Ctman Khel Expedition was now at an end, its obj€ct having 
lNen fully accomplished without the necessity of any fighting; and the 
<'ulunm under General Hill broke up. In his despatches to the Adjut;tnt
Ceneral·in India Sir Biudon Blood wrote :-"You will observe that the 
ulojt:ds in view of which the operations reported on were undertaken, 
were fully ar:d eXJleditiously attained, and that no hitch or cordrelen1p1 

uf any surt occnrTcd. I \'euture to think that much credit is due to 
l'ulund Heid fur the perfect manner in which he arranged and carried 
vut tlte tuuVI.:'Itlent of his force and ovet·came the considerable physical 

,Jilllculti"s which he encountered; and I fully endorse the favouraule 

lt•Juatks IHl tllahs l't•garding his tt·oops and staff. I would further ex
l'l'c~~ au OJJiuiuu that Lieutenant-Colonel Montanaro also carried out 
what l1e had to du with tact and judgment; and I have the honour 
an~urdiu,';ly to l't>curumeud both these Officers, together with all who 
.,. .. rwd uuJ .. t· thelll, to tlu~ favourable notice uf Hiil Excellency the Com
Iual!J,·r-iu-l'J,id. In ruakiug the nec~s:>ary prdimiuary a,.rt'3.u,telllents 
ful' tla• upvratiun8 uudt:r l'l'f~t·cw.:e, I was much assisted by inforlllatiou 
awl a1hk·,• tt·c'l"l\"eU fr·um ~flo. Ml't k, Ciril Service, lhe Corulllission~r vf 
J\·,ha\I;Jl'1 ftulu ~bjur Vt·Jut:', C.S.l., the Puliti~:al• .Agent at tL.t: 
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)hlakantl, from )fr. C'. Bunbur)!, Ciril S~:rTiee, Deputy (\lmmissiLmt'r 
of Pe:;hawar, and also from ~II'. Stuart Wat~rfic!J, l'unjab Police, whu 
was sped;~ll,r appointt'J AssiJt;~nt Pulitiral Officet• fur the operations.'' 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE EXrEDITIOY AGAINST THE BUNERWALS. 

AFTER the retm·n at the end of December of the Tirah Field Force 
to British tenitory, the G1wemment turned their attention to the 
Bnnerwal~ with whom a long outstanding account had to be settled. 
The tribesmen of Bnner had shown :tn extreme spirit of hostility during 
the attack on the Mahkand in July and again at Landaki when Sir 
Bindon Blood's Force was ad,•ancing into Upper Swat. An ultimatum 

wa~ now sent to the tribe calling upon them to comply with the following 

h•J'mR within a week :-(1) A representative ji,.gala to make complete 

~uhmi~Rion at M:u·dan ; (2) the restoration of all C'TO\'ernment property i 
(3) the sunender of GOO gun~, including GO Enfield riffes stolen on 
the Rustam bonier; and(-!) the payment of a fine of &.11,500. The 
following terins were simultaneously announced t

1
o the G1lamlawals, 

who inhabit the small Yalley sonth-ea~t of Buner: the surrender 
of 100 guns, a fine of Rs.l,500 and tlu• handing in of 100 sw01·ds and 
stand:m.ls from Koga and Nawagai. • The terms for the Gaduns, who 
)i\·e south-eastof the C'hamlawals, were not for the moment announced, 
l•ut like theit• neighbours the Khudu Khel, they were expected to 
Y(•luntarily make submisHion. The Chamlawals and Gadun~, like the 
Bnuerwals, had both sent contingents to fight at Malakand and in the 
8wat Valley. 

l'ol'mal not.i·te was given that in the event of non-compliance with 
the Go\'ernment'll tt>t'lllS a t•olumn eonnuanded by Sir Bindun Blood 
would be Sl'llt. to inrade Buuer and ex;tct suumi8SiOil by furce of arms. 
The truup8 selected fur the expedition were :-1st Bt·ig<tde (General 

llh·iklejuhn'~), the Royal We~t Kent Regiment, the Highlanu Light 
lufantt·y ami the 20th and 31st Punjab Infantry ; 2nd Brigade (Geneml 
J dTrey8'~), the E:1st Kent, the Guides Infantry, and the lGth and 21st 
l'unjah Infantty ; Oi\·isional troo)'S: fuur squadrous of Ca\·alry, lOth 

FidJ Battery, ~o~. 7 anJ 8 }fountain B.ttteries anJ a company of 

• 
The ful!tlwing staff was appointeu :-Commanding,• Sir Biudnn 

r.Iut~d; Ai1le-dt>-l'amp, Lurd Fincastle i. Orded~-. Otficer, Li~utenaut 
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'W. S. Fraser, lOth Bengal Lanc~rs; A.8sistant Adjutant-General, ~Iajnr 
H. H. Burne:·, Gordon Highlanders; ~-\.S$istant Qtiartermaster-Gen~ral, 
Li • 

eutenant-Cvlonel A. Masters, Centml India Horse ; Dt'puty Assi~-

tant Quarterrn~ter·General, Intelligence Department, Captain F. W. S. 
Stanton, RA.; Superintendent, Army Signalling, Captain E. V. 0. 
Hewitt, Royal West Kent Regiment; Chief Commi:;sariat Offker, :Major 
H. Wharry ; Brigade T111nsport Officer, Captain C. G. R. Thackwell ; 
Assistant to Chief Commissariat Officer, Captain R. C. Lye, 23rd Pioneers; 
Assistant to Brigade Transport Officer, Lieutenant E. F. :Macnaghten, 
16th Lancers; Princi}Jal )fedical Otlicer, Surg.::on-Culonel J. C. G. 
Carmichael; Senior Veterinary Otlicer, Ytterinary-Captain H. T. W. 
)!ann; l'ummanding Royal Artillery, Colonel W. Aitken; Adjutant, 
Royal Artillery, Captain H. Rouse ; Commanding Royal Engineers, Colo
nel W. Peacocke ; Adjutant, Royal Engineers, Captain H. G. Sherwood ; 
Field Engineers, Major E. Blunt and M. C. Ruton ; Chaplain, Rev. 

L. Klugh; Survey Officer, Captain C. L. Robertson, Royal Engineers ; 

Superintendent of Telegraphs, Lieutenant W. Robertson, Royal Engine

ers ; Fiel<l Intelligence Ollicers, Captain J . .K. Tod, lth Beng<~l Camlry, 
and Lieutenant A.. t. :ll. Wate1fidJ, 11th Bengal L'tncers; Cummi~gariat 

Officer, .\d;anced Depvt, Captain 'W. E . .E'. Burlton, S.C. ; Transpol't 
Officer, Lieutenant R. S. Weston, ~Iand,ester Regiment ; Ordnance 

Officer, Captain L. G. i'atkins, Royal Artillery; Section Commandant, 
Captain C. E. Bdli-Bi•ar, lth B·Jmbay Lancers. The field Pustal Statf 
cun~isted of ~!r. H. C. Sheri,lan (Senior Postal Superintendent), ~Ir. 
A. D. Appleb~-, and ::Ur. ::U. X Cama. ~Ir. Sheridan, by the way, bad 
actt'J in a similar capacity with the )!alakand Field Furce aiHl the 
::llohmaud Field Force. In the former he had been assisted by Mr. 
Appleby and lrr. G.lr. ~icholl; and in the latter by'~Ir. C. J. Stowell 
and llr. XichulL 

Itt Bri;arle: Cumman,:in~, Brigadier-General W. H. )!l'iklPj<Jhn; 

Orderly Officer, Lieutenant C. R. Haunt, 4th Dragoon Guards; Deputy 
A.&!i>tant ~-\djutant-General, )faj.Jr E. A. P. Huhlay; Deputy Ai1sistant 

Q•Iart~:rmaster-General, Captain G. F. H. Dillnn ; Assistant Superinten
d.,nt, Army Signalling, Li~ut~nant J. W. O'DI)wda, Ro)-al West Kent 
l!e~iment ; Pro1ost :Marshal, ~nd-Lieutenant S. ~lorton, 2-!th I'unjab 
Infantr;; BrigaJe C.:•mmi;;..-ariat Oificer, Captain C. H. Be•ille ; Brigade 

I 1 C . . Tran;:jJ<JI't O~.:er, Captain J. )!. Camilleri ; llegimenta ommi;;,anat 
anJ Tran;:po:,rt Officer, Litutenant J. Duncan, Rrn-al S.?r•t~ Fu~ilier'l; 

Ydt·rinaiT·Lit"ut.:n;nt W •• \.. )la~Juu;;all, Army .Ycterinary Dq,ait· . ' 
mtnt. 
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2nd flr(qad~: Commanding, Briga1uier-General P. D. Jeffreys; Order
ly Ollieer, Lieutenant J. Byron ; Deputy As~istant Adjutant-General, 

Captain A. B. Dun~terrille ; Deputy As~istant Quartermaster-General, 

Major II. C. Powell, 2-lst Gurkhas ; Assistant Superintendent, Army 

Signalling, Lieutenant W. H. Trevor, East Kent Regiment ; Provost 
Mar~h;ll, Captain W. E. Banbury, 25th Madras Infantry; Brigade Com

mi~sariat Offic~r, Captain G. A. Hawkins ; Brigade Transport Officer, 
('aptain D. Baker, 2nd Bombay Gt·enadiers; Regimental Commissariat 

and Transport Officrr, Lieutenant G. C. Brooke, Border Regiment; Vete· 

rin:try Officer, Veterinary-Lieutenant G. M. Williams, Army Veterinary 
Department. 

It waR not at all ea8y to predict what course the Bunerwals would 
adopt. There were those who believed tl1at as their Swati peighbours 
had submitted the men of Buner also would give in, seeing that they 
could not well arrange for a great tribal combination: but others arguecl 

that, like the Swatis when the Chitral Expedition began, they would 
make one stand in the passes for their name's sake and thereafter open 
negotiations. The military authorities were fully ~repared for either 

contingency. The pass by which it was decided to enter Buner in the 

event of the tribesmen withholding submission ,is known as the Tangi or 

Tang-ao: it is immediately beyond Sanghao where Sit• Bindon Blood, on 

rt•cei\·ing the ortler to ad,·ance, concentra.ted his two brig11des in readi-

111'~~. The reeeipt of the Government's ultimatum by the Bunerwals was 
followed by a summons from the Buner ,iirgnh to the tribesmen to watch 
the pa~~~·~ ancl be prepared to defend them; the Sh<tszai sections being 
t!etaild to the Tan gao Pass, the :Jfalizai sections to the Ualendir and 
the Chamlaw,tls' and Hindustani fanatics to the .dmbela Pass. The 
rpJ"'l' Swatis and Yusufzai sections north of Buner refused to join the 
}:un .. rwals. These ddensive arrangements having been made, a reply 
was ~t·nt in to the Dt•puty Commissioner of Ma1·dan intimating that the 
}\unt·rw;\1$ bad t.lecided not to comply with the Government's terms, 

The conccutratiou of the force at Sanghao was completed on the Cth 

J.tllltar_r, anJ at unc~ Sir Bindon Blvou in person, accompanied by the 
lll'i;,::ttli~:rs a11d the ott:cers Comwaudiug the regiments, went out to 
~: \atuitu: the Tan gao Pas$ aml decide on the plan of attack. The enemy 

"''''~ t;et:'ll inlaq;e lllllubers crowning the cr.:st of the hill,> on tl1e noith 
1•f tltt• g .. rg<' le:hliug to tl1e I•<t.,;~, auJ on the top of ~he pass it~elf, lfhich 
is altc.otlt 3,~·.~) h·d aoort: s .. a. lcrd. As tiLe caiiiJl wa:; at an elel'atiou uf 
al..vut ~,I.I'J<J fed the ri~e tv tiLe }•ilSS was aLuut l,SUt) f:ct, al:cuwpJi,LeJ 
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in about one mile of road, the f.ill8 on both sides of the gorge being 
very steep. 

The Sappers and Miners, covered by the ::!Oth Punjab Infantry, 
were busy all day improving the entrance to the gorge, whilst the Buners 
were energetically but ineffectually loosening large rocks from the crest 
of the hills in the hope of crushing the working parties beneath. About 
30 standards were visible on the hill top and the enemy were estimrttecl 
at about 1,000, mostly Salarzai, who received the reconnais~ance hy 
firing a few guns at intervals at long ranges. After the Sappers hMl 
knocked off work it was still very uncertain whether the mules would 
be able to get over the pass next day after the fight, but 500 coolies 
were engaged to carry up actual necessities for the troops should it be 

impossible to get the mules up. 

The assault on the Tangao Pass was successfully delh·ered on the 
7th January. The dispositions for the attack were as follows: 20th 

Punjab Inf<tntry to execute a turning movement, sc<tling the hill to 
the north of the ca,mp some ·one and-a-half miles from the pass; the 

Royal West Kent, the Highland Light Infantry, and the 21st Punjab 
Infantry, followed by the 16th Bengal Infantry, to make the frontal 
attack ; the lOth Fiehl Battery on a low spur at the mouth of the gorge, 
aml two mountain batteries on an eminence to the south of it. The 
Buffs and the 3rd Bombay Light Infantry escorted the guns, and the 

former extended a long way up the high hills to the south, being onr· 
looked by high impa~sable cliffd. The 20th Punjab Infantry left camp 
about 8 A.¥.1 the batterirs and escort a little later, and the remainder 

of the troops at 8-30. The lOth Field Battery open~d at 9 A.l!.1 and 
throughout the day fired some 480 rounds at mnges from 2,200 to 2,600 
yardi!. No. 8 Bengal :\Iount:lin Battery opened at 9 A.l!. and No.7 
British Mountain Battery at 10-15. A large number of standard.~, 

about 28, lined the crest, but few of the enemy were visible at any time. 
The Mountain Battery ranges were 1,6:\0 yards to 2,o:,o. The fronta.l 
attack was sent forward about 12 noon, about which time the 20th 
Punjab Infantry we1·e heard heavily engaged with the enemy. The latttl' 
appeared to have few guns, but kept up a hot fire with wlmt they had. 
When the frontal attack got somewhat up the ste(•p slopes, the enemy 

also trie~ rull~ng stones d•Jwn on the advancing troops, but ineffectually. 
The shooting of the guns was r.cmarhbly accurate, and prevented the 
enemy from collecting. A party of five Buners started for a g~a:i rush 

but only one k~pt it up and he was quickly shut. A bout 1-30 the 
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~r1th Punjah Infantry had surmountd the high peak, capturing some 

~tandardR, and l1PQ"an to dt>Rcend along the creilt to tl1e paR"! under 
a dropping fire. Shortly after this all th~ standarch were one b,\' one 
carried away from tl1e crest, and the opposition practicall~· ceased. The 
rre~t was crowned by 2 o'clock. One man of the Highland Light 
J nfantr.v was dangerously wounded. The operationR throughout were 
conducted with great skill and were m!\terially aR~i!!ted h~· the long
mnge volleys of the Buffs, who wer<? firing from 1,100 to 1,400 yardfl. 
The Political Officer's report on the operations stated that the tribal 
~athering on the' Tangao Pass consisted of Salarzai, Asherzai and 
( :adizai, numbering in ail about 2,000; and that their losses for the day 
amounted to about 20 killd and GO wounded. 

After the capture of the pas3 Sir Bindon Blood went up to the top 
and found the road very difficult for mules. These animals, which had 
l><•en luaded about 11 A.M. and had been pushed for·ward some way up 
the got·ge, were therefore sent back to the camp, but the blankets and 
great-coats fur the tl'Oops had followed them on coolies. The descent 
fl'ulll the pa8s on the other side was found to be sudden and steep. The 
Yalley to the village of Kingargali is from 400 to ~00 yards wide,and 
the village lies on the border of a level and well-cultivated plain about 

2,500 yards from the top of the pass. The two companies of Sappers 
were at work on the road until dark, and bi\·ouacked there for the 
night. 

Meanwhile the 1st Brigade went on and occupied the village of 
Kingargali, reaching it about 3-30 P.l£. The village was found deserted, 
but with plenty of grain and fodder in it. A quiet night was passed, 
tlu~re being no :,niping. ~ext day more work was done on theroad, 
and some 230 mules were passed up with rations for the brigade at 
Kingargali, but the road was still difficult in parts and very trying to 
lad~n mules, being steep and narrow. 

While Sir Bindon Blood was canying out the main advance from 
~augall a small Column acting under his instructions and consisting of 

the Guides Infantry, the 31st Punjab Infantry, three squadrons of 

the lOth Bengal Lancers, and a party of Sappers, the l\'hole under 
the immediate command of Colonel Adams, Y.C., marched out from 
P.u,;tam, putly to reconnoitre the Rustam passes into Buner an.d partly 
t•l di:<tra.:t the attention of the Bunerwals from Sir Bindon Blood's 
aJraun~ and. ui\·ide their forces. On the 6th Jaf.lUi\l'Y Colonel Adams 
l~·g:m wvrk Ly sending three re~:onnoitriucr parties towards the Pirsai 
)lala.uJ..ri auJ .A.llllocla. Pa~$cS. .All thr~~ partits I'C;M'ted tLat th~ 
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passt-~ wt!'re hehl, and at Pirsai t(.e enemy fired on the c:1xalry. The 
infantry of the column left Rustaru at 4 P.M. on the Gth Januar)·, hivou
a,kiug near Pirs<li village. The night was cold and frosty. At daybreak 
on the 7th the infantry left Pirsai, the Guhle.s Infantry covering the 
advance of the 31st Punjab Iufantry ; and the enemy bolted after a 

::-light resi~tance. They were evidently quite taken by surprise, and hall 
not time to collect contingents from )Ialandl'i ra.~s, where Hindustani 
fanatics guarded the road. The c;mdry followd at noon. After aniral 
on the Pirsai Pa:>S Colonel McTI<Ie with six companie~ of the Guides aml 
four companies of the 31st Punjab Infantry pushed on to the village vf 
Chowbanda on the Buner side. There was no opposition, and all the 
inhabitants had fled. Colonel Adarus, Guides C.walry, reconuoitr~d four 
miles on to the village of Kai, and the C<tmlt·y after crossing the pass 
tried to effect a junction with the main body vf the Buner force undet' 
Sir Bindon Blood, but as it was ne1<rly du,;k Colonel Adams decided 

to return and 1ivouac with the infantry. Next day the column joined 
hanJ~ with the main 1ody. 

The Sabrzai and Asherzai sections of the Bunerwals now hurrietllv 
sent in their ;'irguh& to Sit' BinJun Blood's cawp, and were clearly rduceJ 
to a. very subrnissi\·e mood. A few days later other clans followed 
suit', and by the middle of January the 1,bject of the expedition was 
completely accomplislled without any further fighting. The power of 
the Bunerwals, like that of the Swatis, the )Iohmands and the Bajouri;;, 
was, for the time being at least, tlwroughly 1roken, their fighting prestigl:! 
destroyed, their strongest defences showu to be futile, their arms taken 
away, and their country ex1'loreJ. 

(THE E.SD.) 



' APPENDIX I. 

THE REWARDS FOR MAIZAR. 

THE following rcwartls to the natil'e troops engaged on the Maizar action 
were r.otiticu in the Ua:dte of l!td ia :-

8uha<l:H' Xarayan i'ingh, 1st :Sikhs, is atlmittcd to the 2nd class of the 
Order of llritish India with the title of liahadur. 

The admio,ious to the ani class of tha Order of Merit are as follows:

H:wil<l:tr Nihal Singh commantlc<l his sub-section with gre1t coolness, 
tiring- bl:111k cartri<lges when the supply of shell was exhan~tcd, :;o as to in<luce 
tl1c enemy to think the gtm was still iu action, and helped to carry the carriage 
back to tiJC rdicf line. 

Nnirk Rhara Ali kept his g-un in action under grc:tt difficulties, The. 
g-nn an•l caniag~ hl'ice tmnc<l oYer backwanl~, alit! twice the l:my:ml broke, 
!Jut he eont iuttecl to loatl and tire after getting a spare l·~uyar,t from Havil<br 
.N ihul t'ingh. 

~alutl'i Kc1vat helpc<l to carry c,,,tain J. F. Bro1vne, R.A., out of action, 
antltlressl'd Ids wouJHI, under a heaYy tire, 

Drh·er Hal'if,lar Hur Singh carrictl the hotly of Lieutenant F. A. Cruick· 
shank, It. A., out of art ion, awl g,1ve g'l'elt assistance in sending the wounded to 
the rear anti saddling up the mules untler fire. 

Gunner .Tawala Singh helpctl to rarry the c:uriage of No. 3 ~ub-dil'i;don 
tot he relief line, and then returned t.o help in carrying Lieutenant Cruickshank's 
body. 

(; unner Diwau Singh, after fini;;hing his duties in limbering up, picket! 
up Gunner Chct t'ingh, who was lying stmmctl awl carrieJ him out of action • 

• 
ht Silih l'tfantry, 

HnYil,Jar Maha Singh, Sepoy Tara Singh, s~poy (Lancc-Xaick) Jalan<lh'lr, 
Tllt',;r three nwn Lr,,n~ht Colnnd Bunny, when mortally wount!e,J, out of acti•m 
\llnlt•r a wry hcary tire. 

H:tri!.L1r ~[ahonwtl lhksh, Sepoy (Lancc-Xaick) Khoja Mahomet!, Sepoy 
har t'in"'h· :-;,'J~<•y llahihulah. The-e four men <·:miL•d Sur.(!eon-C:~pt 1in C:t:;,;itly 
ont .. r nl'l ion nutl,·r a hc:IYY fire. l'cpoy K!Hij 1 Mahomet! wasal:;o suh.,;e 1uenrly 
wr~· t·rumin<'llt in the tiring" line, anti :-\epoy Isar Singh helped to bring away 
the l'<'>t'l'I'C :mmlnllition untll'r a heal'y fire. 

!\ai.·k Ladt!n:m i'in!!h was in char!!e of the rescrre ammunition which 
~·a~ 'la<'h··l in lite \'alit;.,. when the firi;t:,l' commenced. Thon)!h under heayy 
tirt• hl' l't'lll:\lnt·•l h~· the J~,x<·~. openin~ two ready for issue, nud subsc1ueutly 
la·lt•<·d to l'~\fl')' the rc,.t·!'I'C ammunition away. • 

. t'q>oy ~lll'<l ~in~h hl'lpe•l to hrin:,: nway the r!'~fl'e amm~nition, rctltrn• 
Ill;:!'" it'!' und,·r a l~t·:aYy tire, cacl1 time bringing away <ll bo.r.. He was sub.e· 
<{llt:Ully l\\lL'c Woulidd, " 
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The action (If these men in brin~\ng 8WIIY the reserre ammunition enabled 
fire to be kept up throughout the retirem~ut, nud probably was the means 
of enabling the escort to secure tts retreat. 

Sepoy (Lance-Naick) Shah Sowar helped to c:my Captain J. F. Browne, 
R.A., out of action when wotmtled, and kcJ't off ~ome Waziri~. who came clo~e 
up, by his steady tiring. He then again helped to carry Captain Browne when 
the enemy fell back. 

Sepoy (Lance-Naick) Sundar Singh helped to bring Lieutenant Hi!{g-in· 
son out of nction, when woumletl, nn•lcr n heavy lire, nntlremaiuetl with him 
the t·e~t of the tiny, taking him back from the entmuce of the lane to the kotal 
under a heavy fire. 

ht Ptt11jab Iufalltry, 
Bugler Bela Singh assisted in saving and distributing the reserve ammuni

tion, nnd was also one of the defender~ of the gnrtlcu wall, where he fought 
bravely with a rille he had taken fro'? one of the kille!l. 

Sepoy (Lance-:Saick 1 Ishnr Singh behaved with great gnllnntry nt the 
garden waH, where he bayonetted two men, and much encoumg-c<l hi~ men by 
his example nnd tenacity, ouly retiring W11cn actually ordered to do so. 

Sepoy Allayar Khan carried Lieutenant Seton-Browne when wounded, 
to the kotal where the second stand was made. 

Naick Assa Singh helped Lieutenant Seton-Browne during the subse
quent retirement, though they were hard pressed by the enemy and under heavy 
fire. Without his nid Lieutenant Seton-Browne could not have played the part 
he did in the conduct of the retirement. 

Sepoy Nurdad shot down several of the enemy ·at very close quarters, 
and subsequently led a gallant counter-charge against them, repulsing them, 
but being himself very severely wounded. 

The Governor-General in Council is also pleased to notify that had the 
undermentioned non-commissionetl officers and men survived, the cli~tinction of 
the 3rd class of the Order of Merit would have been conferred upon them in 
consideration of their conspicuous gallantry and heroic devotion to duty on the 
occasion referred to. Their widows are a1lmitted to the pension of the 3nl class 
of the Order of Merit, with effect from the • late of their death, 

~,(.,, 6 (Bombay) J/uulttaill Battery. 

Havildar Umardin nnd Lance-Naick Utam Chand, 
ht Sikh lnfa~ttry, 

Lance·Naicks-Atr Singh, Ke!lnr Singh, and Achar Singh, Scpoys
Shankar Khan, Mahomet! Khan, and ll.oshan Khan, 

l1t l'u11jab lufaJdry. 
Naick Bur Singh, Lance-Naick Khanaya Singh, Sepoy Indar Singh, 
The promotion to the 2nd clnss of the Order of Merit is also sanctioned of 

Havilthu (now Jemadar) Hussain lihah, lst Sikh Infantry, for conspicuous gal· 
lantry on the same occasion, in having helped to carry Surgeon-Captain Cassidy 
out of action under a heavy tire. 

The Governor-General in Council is further pleased to sanction the admis
sion to the 3rd cia~ of the Order of Merit of Langri (Cook) Jhanda Singh, 1st 
Sikh Infantry, for conspicuous ~allan try on the same occasion, in having, when 
Lanl-e.S;,ick Atr Singh was killed, run out and brought in the box of ammuni· 
tiou the Naick Wlli! carrying when he met hi~ death. 
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• APPENDIX II. 

THE TOCHI FIELD FORCE. 

THE following General or.br give• the exact dct:lils of the above Force:-

The Govcrnor·Gcneml in Council sanctions the despatch of a force, as 
dt•tailetl hdow, to exact reparation for the tre.'\Cherons and unprovoked attack 
on the e~cort of the Politic:tl Officer, Tochi, on the lOrn June 1897. Tile force 
will be styled the Tochi Field Force : 

Fol'mathm of Fm·re.-The force will be composed as follows:-

l.tt Brigade, 
2n•l Battalion ArJzylland Sutherlancl Highlanders. 
1st Rl'gimcnt of 1'\ikh Infantry, Punj:1b Frontier Force. 
l•t Hc~iment of Punjab Infantry, Punjab Frontier Force. 
3:inl (Punj:1bi Mahometlan) Regiment of Beng.\llnf.mtry, 
l"•!uaclron, bt Regiment of Punjab Cavalry, Punjab Frontier Force. 
6 Huns, Ntl. 3 (Pe•hawar) Mountain Battery, Punjab Frontier Force, 
No.2 c~lrnpany, Bengall"appers and Miners. 
2 Se<'tions, Nu. 2 Rritisn Field Hospital. 
Nn. 28 Native Fielti Ho~pit31. 
2 Sections, No. 29 Native Field Hospital. 

2ttd Brigade. 
3rci Battalion, The Rifle Brig'llcle. 
14th 1-'ikh (The Ferozcpore} Regiment of Bengal lnbntry, 
flth Re~iment of Bcn)!al (Lig-ht) Infantry. 
25th (l'unj:tb) Regiment of Bengal Infantry. 
1 :-;,lU:\drml, ht Re;:iment of Punj<lb C.\ulry, Punjab Frontier Force. 
4 lluns. No. I~(Bomb:1y Mountain Battery. 
!.! :'If•<."! ions, No. '!British Field Ho~pital. 
No. :111 Native Fidct Ho~pital. 
2 :'leetions., ~o. 2!! Native Field Hospital. 
C and n :'le<'tion~ ~o. 32 Native Field Hospital, are detailed for the line of 

rommunkatitlllS, and t'ection No. I, }'ield Veterinary Hos!Jit:ll, for the base, 

fomml!ntlt ud Staff.-The following officers are detailed for the staff of 
tlte foree :-

Gt'Rfral Officer Ci•mmanding tlte 
l't•rrf. 

Aitlr·dt·Cump 

Ordtrl g O.ffirn ... 
• .(,,i .. ttnlt .4.dj~lullt·Gr~rral 

Major-General G. Corrie Bird, C.B. 

... Capt3io H. M. Twynam, East Lanca
shire Regiment. 

, .. Captain 8. \\', Scarse Dickins,H.L.I • 
... Major J. Wi!CO<:ks, ~s.o., Leinster 

Regiment. 
At~i¥1uHt QNat•ltr·.llu.ta-GrNeral ... Bre,·ct·Lieuten:rnt-Colonel J. E. ~i.lon1 

· 18th Beng-<~1 Lanl'~N. 
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]J,·puly A•.ji.Yftnd f/tllll'ft'l'·.lla$(1'1'~ llajor (1, Y. Krmhlll, R.A. 
(;,.lit' ml ( Juf,·/1 i!/1'111'1'). 

l'idd lntdl igt•nct· O{!ii'CI', Lieutenant G. K. Cockerill, .28th 
l'unj:tb Infantry. 

Supt'l'intnulcltf, Army Sifjlllrlling ... CaJtlain U, W. ltawlins, 12th Bengal 

Principal J!cdiertl O~icer 

l'idtl Eugiun·r 
Asxixtaut l'idtl E11fji111'fr 
Aui.tant 1/irltl Eugiurer 
l'idrl Pagmall(er ... 

Ord,ltlllrt Ot/it'ff 
fltitf ('ummiwlarutt O.t/it•er 

Cavalry. 
... Surgeun·Coloucl It H. Carew, D.s.o., 

.A.li.S. 
... lllajur T.'lligby, R.E. 
... Captain A. L. ~!'hreiber, R,E, 
... I.ieutenaut \\', D. Wag-horn, R.E. 

Ca1•tuin 1'. G. l'lhewell, .Military Ac· 
!'Ollllls llepartml'lll, 

Major t'. H. L. F. Wilson, R.A. 
.Majot' U. Win:.:ate, AssistaHt Commis· 

~ary·Uencral. 
A~xi.tant to Cltitf Cvmmiwtriut Lieutenant J. L. Rose, 2nd Battalion, 

Ot/i,•er, 1st Gurkhas. 
]Jil'isi''''ttl Trttii~JIIIl'l 0Lh'<·~r ... C:tptain H. James, Assistant Commis-

sarr-Ucueul. 
Asxixtant to !Jiritiunal Transp01-t I,ieut~uant E. C. Hngg, 18th Hussars. 

(~[lim·. · 
],,.prdiiiiJ ll·teri11ary Ot/icer ... Veterinary.l\Iajor G. T. R. Rayment, 

Surrt'!f OtJieer 
l'rorowt Jlttrsfllll 

Ortlcrly Otfit'l"f 

A,V.D • 
... Lieutenant F'. W, Pirrie, r.s.c. 
... Captainl'. ~lalcolm, 2.ntl Battalion, 4th 

Uurkhas, 

lst Brigade Staff. 

Colonel C. C. F..~crton, C.B., D~~.o., 
A.·V.·C. with the temporary rank 1>1' 
Bri.,auier·lieneral 

... C'apt<;in A. tlrant, Zml Battalion, 4th 
l1 urkhas. 

lkputy ..t$~idant Atljutallf·Gnu•ral ... Capt:lin H. P. Watkis, 3l~t l'unjab In: 
f.,ntrv. 

]J,·puty Assi.<fa,tt Quarter-Jla#er- Brevet:~raj••r F. Wintour, Royal We.'t 
(irut•ral. Kent Regiment. 

Brigade ('timtltiuariat Otfit•er Lieutenant E. C. R. Annesly, Deputy 
.Assist:mt Cornmis-;arv-Ueneral. 

ltrigade Tm11xpvd O,t/iNtr Captain lL S. W elb), i8th Huss,lTs. 

J
tieutenant H. W. R. Senior, 20th 
l'uujab Infantry. 

Jl,·gimndol, l'llmmiiJ,IJ(Iriat a1td Trans. Ueutenant T. ::;, Cox, 11th Bengal 
port U!Jic~rt, l Lancers, 

Li.eutenant J .ll useroft, 2nd. Battalion, 
1st Gurkhas . 

... Yetcrinary·Lieutenant F', W, Hunt, 
A.V.D. 

2nd Brigatla Staff. 
(',•mmo,di"ff ... BrigaJier-General W. P. !'ymon~. C.B, 
lirdal !I O!fi,·rr . . • .. Captain A. G. IJ~lla-J,,l!lth Lancers •. 
l!rpt~f!J ,tuiJii,f Ailjutallt-General ... Capt:uu J ~Ic::-.;, \\alter, Devouslure 

He'.!iment. 
}h'J""!J A.u:t,ut Quarlrr .. Jf,{4l'r· l!ajni-' H. li. Grover, 2nd Punjab Cav• 

(;,-,.,·rol. , nlry. 
ltrigad.: ((llumi~'llrilzt 0/Ji<-er ... Lieutetlilllt E. A. R. Howell, Deputy 

' As..;;i,tant Commissary-General. 
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Ca~tain P. W. D. Brockman, 5th Bengal 
lnfautl'y. 

f
Lit·u~cnaut N. J. H. Powell, 23rJ 

, · ·• · · 1 T lleugal Iufantn- (l'innc-ers). 
lu·•ln"'""f"/, l umnus.<tll"wf IIIH rans- t· t - t l' Ii C . I I t 

•'<ll"f (/1~·,.1.,-~ ,l· ICU Cll:lll , , . Ulllllll;! lfllli ,; 1 
1 11 ' _llon1ba~· I.nf:~utry (lire1!adiers). 

L1eutenaut b. F •. lu,....n,ltith L~net>rs, 
rttcri11ary Oj!iert• Ycteriuary-Licutcnaut C.ll.ll. H.arris, 

A.V,D. 
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A P P'£ N D I X I II. 

THE MALAKAND AND SWAT VALLEY 
DESPATCHES. 

'W£ take the following extracts from the despatches which appeared in the 
(,',t:rtrt 1oj l111lia :-

So, 727-F.-Field Operations-)Iamktmd, daterl !'imla, liith ~eptcmher 11197. 
FrtiiH J/aj111··Grneral G. de C. l!oBToY, C.B., Ailjutanf·Gt•llert!l in bdw, to 

the Nl'rrlary to the lio·rrrnment 4 India, Jlilitary Dt'partment. 

I have the honour, by direction of the Comman•ier-in Chief, to forwartl 
for the information of the Government of Judi:\, the arcompnllying report 
from Brigadier-General W, H. \leiklejohn, C. B., C'.:\l.G., giving rlct:tils of what 
occurred at the lfalakand from the 2tith July to the l~t Augu;;t ll:l\17, on which 
latter date Major-General :Sir B Blood, K.C.B., took over command of the 
llalakand .Fiel•l Force. 

2. The Commander-in-Chief desires to rlr:lw attention to the succes.q with 
v;hich the first sudden attack of the tribesmen wns promptly met ami repull'e•l, 
while he considers that the subsEquent arrang•'m!'nts made to hold the position 
reflect great credit on Brigadier-General Meiklejohn and the force under his 
command. 

3. ~ir George White wi•hes to express his entire concurrence with the 
remarb of Rriga.•lier-General lleiklejohn as regards the admirable behaviour 
of the troops during the defence of the lfabitanrl. For five consecutive nh:hts 
large numbers of the enemy, led on by their llullahs, and stron~ly imbue,! 
v;irh a spirit of fanatki$m, attacked the position with determin:-~tion, duringo 
whil'h time the troops had no rest or sleep. Each successive attack was met 
and repuloed with steadiness and success. , 

4. The incident mentioned when an a.ivanced post in the line of defence 
was held by a party of a native officer and 25 men of the 31st Punjab Infantry 
cannot pa.."ii unnoticed. The small party detailed for this duty gallantly 
maintained their position for 6} hours, and resisted what is described as a 
m~t determined attack, until at length the Serai they were holding was !'oCt 
on fire and ren•lered untenable. Out of the party of 26 men detailed for the 
dutv, 19 were either killed or wounded, which in itself testifies to the gallant 
stand they made. 

5. His Excellency also wishes to express his admiration of the manner in 
which the Corps of Guides marched at very short notice from llardan, a clis
tance of 3:! miles. l)e;!pite the intense be."lt they bad gone throu~.?h, the corps 
arrived in such a soldierlike condition that, on reaching the l!alakantl, the 
Infantry of the Guides at once took up the po!'ition allotted to them in the line 
of ddo:nc-(, an. I were un.ler arm~ and fighting throughout the same and ensuing 
ni>!hts. .Sur c:<:n Sir Ge<:>r~ Wb.ite omit a reference to the march of the 3.'ith 
t'•kh~ an.! the 3;tn Do:o;aa,;, under ('(,Jond Rt:i•l, which reg-iments proceeded to 
reiuf•>rt"e tile llalakanJ Rrig.~tle aa rapiilly &.s(>Otit!ible. The march wae t-arried 
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out un;lcr the mo~t trying courlitions aA•l in exccption~lly 8ultry we.'lther, 
but all l".lllks pushed on to reinforce their comrades, notwithstanding t?at 
t!Jey left 1~ of their number dead from beai apovlcxy e11. r(•ute, a loss whiCh 
H1s Excellency deeply deplores. 

8ir Geor"e White has also heard with the deepest reg-ret of the death of 
Licutenant-C~Ionel J. Lamb, 2Hb Punjab Infantry, :Major W. W. Taylor, 4.'ith 
!'ikhs, Lieutcrmnt L, :Manley and the non-commissioned officers and men 
mentioned in the report. 

In conclusion, the Commander-in-Chief desires to recommend to the favour· 
able consideration of the Govemmcnt of India, Brigadier-General W. H. Meikle
john and the officers mentioned by him in his report. 

BrigRdier-Gencral :Meiklejohn, in a despateh, deals with the attacks from 
July 2lith to August 1st. He says :-

Of the behaviour of the troops of 311 ranks, I cannot speak too highly. 
The courage with which they have faced overwhelming ()(lds night after night, 
the endurance with which they have stood and fought with next to no ~lccp for 
live clays and live nights has oc'en beyond allprni~. The trial has been a Yery 
sel'erc one, nn•ll trust that His Excellency will agree that they have come out 
of it lwnouraLly, 

All haYe done well, but I should like to bring before His Excellency for 
Lll'ouraLle consideration tbe following names of officers and men : 

Uth Pu11jab lujallfl'y. 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. L:1mb, on the first alarm being sounded on the 

nigl1t of the 2lith July, took prompt action in reinfordng the outpost line 
hl'i<l by his re)limcut, and later was of gre:1t assi:st:mce in directing the defence 
of the central enclosure till he was ~~·erely woumled. 

Captain H. F. Holland showed great courage in assisting to drive a number 
of the enemy out of the central enclosure and was ~vercly wounded in doing 
so. 

I would specially wish to mention LieutenantS. H. Climo, who commanded 
the 24th l'unjab lufliJltry after Lieutenant-Colonel Lamb and Cavtain Holland 
had Lt.>en wounded. This officer has shown soldierly qualities and ability of 
the highest order. He has commanded the regiment with dash and enterprise 
and shown a spirit and example which have been followed by all ranks. I trust 
His Excelleuey will be plea~d to favourably notice Lieut1:nant Climo, who has 
proved himself an officer who will do well in any position an<i is well worthy 
of l'romot ion. • 

Lieutenant A. K. Rawlins has behaved well all through. I would recommend 
him to H1s Exccllcney for the plu('ky way in which he went to the fort on the 
ni:.:h~ of the 26th July to bring down rcinforcemeuts, and again for the dash he 
fh<>WL'll in leading his men on the 27th and 28th, of which Lieutenant Climo 
~l'l'aks mo:;t highly, 

I.ieutenant ~· W. Costello, 22nd Punjab Infantry, temporarily attached 
to the :Hth PunJab lnfantr)', has behaved. exceeJ.ingly well and is the subj<..1:t 
of a ..:parate recommendation, 

31st Pi111jab lnja11try. 
Major M. I. Gibbs comman<lcd the regiment in the absence of Major 

0'1\ryl·n with ~kill and in every way to my satbfaction, 

I.ieutl·ll:lnt H. B. For• I, Acting- A<ljutant, 3h:t Punjab Infantry, •ren.ler&i 
valualolc a""i~t<llll'C in hcl1•ill)l tol.triug in a wouudcd seplly J'uriu)( the with· 
drawal from ~urth l'amp. He abo lochan:tl with toura:;;e in re,;i,tiug an attack 
of the cllcn1y on the n1ght of the 2tlth whcll he was t>CI"crdy wuUildcJ., 



~urgcon·T.icutenant J. Hu~o. i tt.idred to 3bt runjaL Infantry.rerHlen•.t 
valual!le servil-e un the night of the :l~th in s:ll'ing Lieutenaut H. ll. Fvrd hum 
blceuiug to death. I.ieutenaut Ford was wonmlc•l null a branch of nn artery, 
was cut, There were no me;1ns t'rf securing the artery, anti ::'urg-con-Licutenant 
Hugo for two hours stopped tlw blce<ling by comprcs~ing the artery with his 
fingers. Hall he not ha<l the streng-th to do ~o Lieutenant ford mu~t have 
died. Early in the morning thinking that the enemy had ctfccte<lnn rutram·c 
into Camp, :o;ur:,rcon·Liet~teu:mt J. Hugo picked up I,k•ntcn:mt Fonl with ouc 
nrm, ami, still holding the artery with the lingers of the other hand, carl'ie•l 
lriw to a place of l!afcty. 

4.'it4 Rattrai/8 Sikh8. 

Colonel H. ~awyer was away on leave when ho,;tilitics l•rokc out, but he 
rcturne.l on the 2\lth and took Ol'er comman•l of the re;rimrut from Licntcnant
tvluncl )lc Rae, an• I from that time rendered me every a>>i,.tanrc. 

I woul•l ~pedally bring to the notice of His F.xccllcncy the Commnndt•l'· 
in-Chief the name of Lieutenant-Colonel H. N. Mclbe, who comm:mtled the 
teg'iment on the 2tith, 27th and 28th. His prompt aetion in ~eizing' the gor~c 
nt the top of the l:ltt<hlhb•t Rnad on the night of the 2tith an•l the g-;dlant wn.v 
in which he held it undoubtedly s.we•l the camp from bein.~ rn~he•l on that. 
8itle. For this, an•l for the able way in which he commnn•lc•l the regimeut 
during the first three days of the lighting, I would commend him to His 
Excclleney's fa'l'ournbie consi•leration. 

Also Lieutenant R. ::\I, Bart!, Officiating A1ljut~nt of the regiment, who, 
Lieutenant-Colonel McRae reports, behal'ed with great courage and rendered 
him valuable a.s.sistance. -

The Guidu. 

I nlso wi~h to brin2 the name of Lieutenant-Colonel R. B. A1hm~ of the 
flui.le~ to His ExrcliEmcy's notice. The prompt way in whi<·h the !'nrp~ 
mobilised and their l!l'an•l march reflect creat credit on him nn.t the enw~. 
t'ince arri'lfll at the ~Ialakand on the 27th July ami till the morniu)! of the 
},;t Au;.:mt, Lieutenant-Colonel Adams was in commaiHI of the Lml'er Camp, 
i.e., that occupietl by central anti left pMition, an.! in the CJW·ntinn of this 
comman•l, an.J the arran.~cmcnts he ma<le for imprtwin!! the dl'fell<.'•!.~ he j.!:li'C 

me every satisfaction. I have nlso to expre~~ my apprecintinn of the way in 
which he conducted the cavalry rccomui:;sance on the 1st Au.:;ust on which 
occasion his hor~ wa~ shot under him, 

Great credit is due to Lieutenant P. C. Eliott J.ockhart, who was in I'Om• 
rnand of the Guitles Infantry, for bringing up the re~dment fmm )[;mbn to 
llalakand in such good condition after their trying march. • 

Captain G. ll. B.1ldwin, D.S.O., behavctl with !!!'eat courage nn•l C(l(•l
ne!!S during the reconnais;.'lUCe of the 1st Augw•t, an• I thnu:.rh ~<el'erely vmun<IP<I 
by a sword cnt on the head, be remained on the groun<l and coutinuc•l to 
lead his men. 

Lieutenant H. L. ~. liaclcan also behaTerl with ronrag-e, an<l di•t•ln,F,J 
an excdlent eL'Imple on the night of the 2~th July when he v.·as sen~rcly 
WOUnt!ed. 

11th Brn9al Lrmreu. 
~f:ljor ~. B. Be:rt;;on I'Omman1IC1l the Srp1a•lron, lith Jlen!!:ll Lnn~r·r~. 

which arrived at ~lalabnd on the 2~1th, and bl them with ),'Teat skill and da,;h 
(•U the occa.si•m of the reconnai;,..;;mce on the 1st August • 

.Y1•. ~. Be11'Ja' Jlountai11 Raftery, 
I.ieutenant F . ..\. W~·nter wa..; the only otfiecr with Xo. 8 n"n~ml )lmm· 

~ain Battery fr11m thr. :ltith till the :iotn,July, and he erm:nan•bl it during· 
that time, wbcu•Lil the .crcrest uf the Ji.;htin.; was l:)•)inJ on, with 0'Tt:.~t a:Jiltty, 

I 



ix 

nne! hn&,(orove•l himself a goocl solclicr. I ~10uld like eApecially to mention him 
for Hi~ Excellency's couoiclcration. The Battery did excellent work all 
through. , 

No.5 Om•pany, Quee11.'1 011'11 .Vadra1 Sapperl a11tf .Vi11er1, 

Lieutenant A. R. Watloe, RE., comm:tndcd the company from the 7th 
July till the ht August to my entire uti~faction. His service:~ in strengthen· 
lu~ the defences were invaluab:e. 

Lieutenant F. W. Watling, R.E., was in command of the comp1my in the 
absence of Captain Johmon on the 26th, and commanded it well until be was 
1\'nunclcd in gallantly trying to resist a charge of the enemy. After Lieutenant 
Watling was wountle•l the command for the remainder of the night of the 26th 
ntl<l till Lieutenant Winsloe returne<l on the 27th devolvecl on Lieutenant 
E. N. llanley, R.~. He verformecl his duties with great credit, and afterwards 
waa of great assistance, by his zeal anJ his exertions, to Lieutenant Wiusloe. 

,lltdital Staff. 
Brignde-Surgeon-I.ieutenant-Coloncl F. A. Smyth was most zealous an:l 

perfonnc<l his duties to my satisfaction. He volunteered to perform the duties 
of l'rovust-M.:mhal and did so for a short time during the ilh1eis of Lieutenant 
H. E. Cotterill, 

The arr:m\(ements made by Surgeon-Major S. Hassan, S.enior 11Iedic:~.l 
Officer, 38th Native l!'icl<l Hospital, ancl the indefatigable attention and care 
with whicl1 he •levotccl himself to the woun·l~<l •ic~0rvc great praise. The list 
of easualties is br-~!t:', ntHl ~tll'<!l'on-~hjnr Ha~s:.n has been untiring in his exer· 
ticms for their relief. I hove His Excellency wiU think fit to consider hi9 
~crviccs favourably, 

Surgeon-Captain T. A. 0. Langston, 38th Native Fiel.t Hospital, rendered 
valuable assistance in attending to the wounded under a heavy fire on the 
ni;.:ht of the 2Gth and each following night, an1l bc11aved with courage and 
d~voliun in carrying out his duties under very e:s:ception:1.l circumstances. 

Surgeon-Lieutenant W, Corr has worked night ancl tlay in the hospitals in 
try in~ to alleviate the sufferings of the woundi!J, anJ has most ably anJ efll· 
cicutly ait!..:d ::lurgeon·Major Hass.tu, 

Brigadt• Staff, 
Major J,, Herbert, my Deputy Assistant Adjutant •and Quarter-Master· 

General, was of the j!rcatest assistance to me by the zeal and energy with which 
he pcrforme<l his .l.jlt ics from the moment the news of the approach of the 
l.'ncmy was receive,[ till he was severely wouudcLl while standing next to me 
in tht~ cnrlosure of the S:Lppers and .Miners' Camp on the nig-ht of the 26th, 
l"itH';! l.ein~ woun.lc•l, he has c:trried on all his office duties on his bed. I would 
wish tn rommen•l his gallant cotuluct for the favour,lble cousiJeration of the 
l'omman•ler·in· Chief. 

Althoug-h :Majnr H. A. Dc:me is in no way under my authority, I feel I am 
un•lcr a great ouli~ation to him f<•r the valuaLle assista.uce he ren<lerctl me 
with his n•lvirc nnd for vuluntccrin\l' to put himself at my dispo~:tl with the 
olojcd nf 1\'lrr~·in;.: on the actil'e duties of Deputy Assistant Adjutaut-tleneral 
wLt·n ~bjt•r Herbert was woun•bl. He was in•lef.ltipblc in assi,;ting me in 
cl'ery way he <·nul< I, nwll am anxious to put on record my grateful appreci:J.· 
tion of th~ scrvic('S he rl'u,lcrc•l me. 

The a bore !i;t of mmes m~y nppc.u to be somewhat !on~; but I wouiJ 
l'"iut Put that tht• fi:IJtint wn~ ahno,;t <'••n,;tant for a Wt'ek. an<l W;IS Jt such a 
l'l"~ mtut\' a, l•l clem:llC<I illl'l'~,;;mt cxc·rtinn fr<llll el'erv otlieer ~~the force :lntl 
tnt·lieit co.•nstaut acts uf .. uumgc au,[ gallant cx:tmt•lc• which e:uuwt lie over· 
''"'""1. 



I would not like to close this \\espatch without pnying' 11 tribute to the 
memory of a fine soldier and charming companion whoi!C death the whole force 
deplores. • 

llajor W, W. Taylor had behaved with the greatest gallnntry and dash in 
meeting the enemy's first charge with Lieutenant-Colonel McRae, nnd had he 
lived be wonlll undoubtedly have distinguished himself in his career. His 
loss is a henvy one to his regiment and to the Service, and there is no one in 
the Brigade who does not mourn him as a friend. 

I have also to tleplore the death of Honorary Lieutcnnnt L. Manley, ns my 
C'ommissarint Officer, who bnd rendered me great nssistnnce nnd who died 
fi~:hting manfully. His loss is a very serious one to the Brignde, 

I attach separately for favourable con~ideration a list of native officers, 
non-commissioned officers and men who hnve done especially good service, some 
of whom I have therein recommended for the Order of Merit. 

I trust these recommendntions will meet with the fMourable consideration 
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

MALAKA..'ID FIELD FORCE. 
Retur11. 1tj ca1!4altiu i11 actitm at .llalakandfrom 26th July to l.tt Aug11.st 

J81l7 i11cl1uire, 

1\illcd 
Wounded 

Killed 
Wounded 

SUllliABY, 

Otfiw·t. 
1' 
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No. 728-F.-Ficld Opcrations-:Malabnd, dated Simla, 15th September 18!l7. 
Frtllll .l/11jor-Goneral G. de C. lloBTO!l, c.B., Adjutallt·Gt•neral in India, 

to tk &crdary to the lfot'erlllltCIIt tif l11tlia, .llilitary Department, 
In continuation of my ltttcr !\o. 727-F, dated 15th September 1897, I 

have the honour, by direction of the Commanllcr-in-Chief, to forwar<l herewith 
de~patchcs from Major-General Sir B. Blood, K.C.B., describing the operationg 
at the llalnkand and:' in the Swat Valley from the lst to 3rd August 18!17 in· 
eluding the d~:fcn<:e and relief of Chakdarn. 

2. In eubmitting these reports His Excellency de~.ree to express his 
approbation of Sir B. ~tool's energy, of the sound dispositions mnde by him, and 
ol the able way in which he was supported by Brigadier-General Meiklejohn, 
Colonel Reid, and all ranks unllcr his commnnd. 

3. The advance from the :\Inln.kand to the relief of Chakdara was carrier! 
out with skill ami ju,Jb'tllent. The trOO[JS, in ~pite of the exertions arul h:ml· 
ships they had un<lt:r!!onc during the past week, advanced with great energy 
and drove the enemy\iisheartencd an<l panic-stricken in all directions into the 
l'lain, "·here they were pursuell by the cavalry and still further dispersed. 

4. The !!Cparate rcr•ort on the defence of Chakdnra speaks for itself, but 
Sir (iC\;rge White wi>hes to rccor<l his admiration of the manner in which this 
smnll ~c=arrison succes.-;fully hcl•l their 1,wn for six nif.(hts and days against ovcr-
1rheltuiug numLers. He woultl also specially refer to the patient courn~-tc nnd 
I!IHiuranc e of the followers, both at tbc llalaknnd and Chakdara, during the 
opcratioll!! from the :ltith July to the 2ud Augu~t. 

5. Aml_.~g runny ~·tbcr Lr:n:e acts performc<l during- the defence, !'ir Gcorj!e 
White lbirl'l! to draw SJII:dal attention to the galL'Intry and d~votivu of the 

I 
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sii1tlnlicrs wh~, isolntcd as they were in tl4! ~ig'lla! tower unrler very trying eir· 
cum:;tnnccs, without water to drink, nnd at times un<lcr a hcnvy fire, continued 
to perform their duties in a most sol,Jierlikc manner. 

That the morale of the Rm:t!l garriROn of Jhakdara was in no degree shaken 
by the severe strain to which they had been subjected is evi<lent from the brilliant 
llortie which was mad\l by the party under command of Lieutenant Rattray on 
the :mira! of the Relieving Force. 

His Excellency desires to commend the services of Major-General Sir 
B. Blood, and those mentioned by him in the operations under reference, to 
the special consideration of the Government of India, 

Rir Bindon Blood closoe hie de"lpatch describing his relief of Chnkdara in 
the following terms:-

The complete and comparatively easy success of these operations, which I 
have been privileged to direct, was, chiefly nml in the first place, due to the 
Btcadfn~t coura~-.re and conduct of our native wl(licrs under the gallant leading 
of their l3riti~h Officers. Not a little WM alt10 due to the patient courage of our 
rnulc-dri\·ers and other followers, who behaved in the somewll.at exciting cir· 
curmtnnccs of the early morning of the 2nd August, as if they wero parading 
fur a peaceful march in the plains of India. Their confidence in us was some· 
thin~ touching, especially when we consider the scenes they had witnessed for 
nearly a week, the heavy and continuous firing at short range which had gone 
on round two-thirds of our position up to an hour or two befor& the start of the 
relieving column, and the constant sight at no great dist.-mce of horde9 of 
wild lmrhnrians thirsting for their Llood. These circumstances were calculated 
to un!Jlea!l:llltly affect the steadic~t nerves, and the way in which all sortli 
and conditions of our native sol<licrs and followers came out of tho trial is a 
source of keen satisfactiou to all of us, Truly these men deserve to bear the 
goot.l old motto Xt·c atpt~rat terrent. 

Jn opcrat1ons such as those connected with the relief of Chakdara Fort, it 
is very difficult to select individuals for reward with fairness, and I would accord· 
ingly suggest that, if possible, in this case some distribution of rewards should 
be made to the native ranks at proportionate rates per unit to be allotted in 
each unit by the British Officers acting as a wrt of commJttee, 

I have the honour t~ invite the special attention of His Excellency the 
c.,mmRmlcr.in-ChiPf in India t~ the good services of the following officers during 
the upcrations dc~<!l"ibed above, ri: :-

Brigadicr·General W. H. Meiklejohn, C.B., C. M.G., cnrried out his duties 
in l~1mmand of the force which relieved Chakdara Fort with great gallantry and 
judgment. 

c.oloncl A. J, F. Rei•~ officiating Colonel on the Staff, Malakand Brigade 
llff<~r•lcd me nlunbll.l assistance by carrying out the re-arrangement of th~ 
dl'fl·nsh·e posts at the Malakand on the lst August after the Relieving l<'orce had 
lk\'11 drawn from them and in making the preparations for Colonel T. H. 
Ool,luey's attack on the 2nd, 

Colonel T. H. G,lldney, 30th Sikhs, disposed and led the troops on the 
nl<~rniu~ of the 2nd in the successful att:\ck on the hill since named after him 
in 1\ nw>t judicious and satisfactory manner, 

)bj,,r E. A. P. Hobday. R.A., was most energetic and indef:fti!mble in 
~~~·i•tinl! Col•1nd A. J. F. Reid and me in carrying out the llfttltifario~R work 
whi,·h had lll bt done at the Malakand and in the Swat Valley on the lst, 2u.J 
and 3rd. • 
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Rri~•licr-Oencral :Meiklejohn r({\lorts favourably on the following offie(•l'!l 
who'wcre ui.Hier his commar~tl during the operations above dctaild, ri; :-

Captain 0. F. H. Dillon, 4~th Pathnn!l, who actc,J :IS Staff Officer to the 
Relieving Force, sh01ved grc.'lt rca,Jinesit nn,J resource, and his assistance was of 
the utmost value. 

J,ientcnants C. R. Gaunt, 4th Drag-non Guar•ls, Orderly Officer, antl 
E. Christian, Royal Scot Fusiliers, 8ign:1llin;; Officer, carried out their unties 
mo;t !utisfactorily. 

Licutennnt-Coloncl R. B. Adam9, Queen's Own Corps of Guides, commnnLl· 
ed the c:1valry (four squadrons) with the Relieving i''orcc, in the mo\:!t gallant 
ant! ju,Jicious manner. 

The following Officers Comman<iing t'niis nntl Dctnchmcnts of the Relieving 
Force are stated by Bri§.-atlier-Gcncral ~!eikh:ojllhn to have carrictl out their 
dudes in a thoroughly capable ami sat is factory manner, ri: :-

Colomcl H. A. Sawyer, 45th Sikhs. 
Major Stunrt-lleatson, 11th Bengal Lancel'!l, 
Major J. G. Rnmsny, 2Hh Punjab Infantry. 
Captain A. H. C. llirch, R.A. (~th llen:;al ~fountain Battery). 

Lieutenant. 0, de H. Smith, 2nd Regiment, Central India Horse, attached 
to Queen's Own Corps of Guides (Cavalry). 

Lieutenant A.R. Winsloe, R.E., (Xo. 5 Compnny, Queen's Own Snppere nml 
Miners), 

Lieutenant P. C. Eliott-Loc.khart, Queen's Own Corps of Guides (Infantry), 
8ur;;con-Captain H. F. Whitchurch, V.C., attended to the wounded under 

fire throughounhe _lighting, 
The following officers under Colonel T. H. Goldney's commnn<llc,J their 

tlctachments under my own observation with gallantry nnJ jutlgmcnt, fi.: :-

Lieutenant-Colonel L. J. E. Bradshaw, 35th Sikhs. 
Captain L. C. H. Stainforth, 38th Dogras. 
Jemadar Xawab who commanded two guns of No. 8 Bengal ~fountain 

B:-.ttcry in support of Colonel Uoldncy's attack, attracted my favourable notk-e 
by his smartncSll, quickness and thorough kuowlct!gc of his work. 

I would also wi~t to bring to His Excellency's notice the good work done 
by Major H, Burney, Gordon Highlanders, Assistant .Adjutant-Ueneral; Major 
H. Wharry, D. S, 0., Chief Commissnritlt Otlk-er, and Capt'lin A. B. Dunster· 
Tille, ht llattalion, East Surrey Regiment, my Aide-de-Camp, the only officers 
of the Divisional t'talf of my fort-e who had arrived at the .Malakanu on the 2nd 
August. These officers worked very hard an1l were of great use to me. 

Major H. A. Deane, C.S.J., Political Agent, Dir and Swat, was not in an1 
way onder my ortlers during the operations above described, but, notwith!tanu· 
ing, I hope I may be permitted to express the obligations under which I lie to 
him for valuable iuformation and general assistance which he b>ave me, 

MALAK.ASD FIELD FORCE. 
Rrtur11 uf tanaltit~ ill arlwnt at relief of CTtakdara ~m_2nd A11g111t 18!)7, 

Killc;l 
Wuuu.te.l 

St:li.IU.II.Y, 
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No. 729-F.-Ficltl Opcrations-Malakan~, dntcd Simla, 15th September 1897. 

}'rt''" Jf,tjor·Gt•ntral G. de C. MoBTOS, C. B., .A~jutant-Grneral i• !Iidia, to 
the lv:rrdary to the lioranmt'llt 11/ Indii1 .llilitary Dt'Partmeut. 

In continuation of my letter So. 728-F., llntcrll5th September 1897, I 
ha,·c the honour, bv direction of the Commander-in-Chief, to submit for the 
information of the (lovcrnmcnt of lmlia the accompanying despatch from :Major• 
General Sir ll. Blood, K.C.B., Commanding the Malakand fieM Force, giving 
an aerount of the operations of the force under his command from the 4th to 
2Gth August 1897 inclusive, 

2. His Excellency has much pleasure in brin!ling t() the notice of the 
Go,·ernment of India the admirable manner in which Sir B. Blood has exercised 
his command and the skilful way in which that officer handled his trot~ps at 
the action of J,andaki on the 17th August when he dislodged the enemy from 
nn extremely strong natural position. 

3. Sir George White deeply regrets the loss of J.ieutenants R. T. Greaves, 
Lancashire Fusilicrs, and H. L, S. MacLean of the Queen's Own Corps of Guides; 
nn'l he also desires to record his admiration of ~llantry displayed on the 
(l('casion of their death by J,ieutcnant·Colonel R. B. Adams, Queen's Own 
Corps of Guides, Lieutenant Yiscount l<'incastlc, lGth Lancers, and the Native 
Officers anll Non-commissionc,l Officers and men of the Queen's Own Corps of 
Guides who accompanied them, and whose conduct will form the subject of a 
ecparate communication, 

4. The Commander-in-Chief, cordially endorses the opinions expressed in 
pnra:;raphs 31 an,J 35 of the report, and fllvourably commemls to the notice of 
the Uovcrnmcnt of India the officers therein mentiom:d. 

Sir Bin1lon Blood in his despatch say& :-

1 would wish to express my admiration of the fine soldierly qualities e:x:· 
hihitc<l hy all ranks of the special force which I led into Upper Swat. They 
fou~ht the action at Landaki in a brilliant manner, working over high hills 
UtHlcr a burning sun with the greatest alacrity and showing everywhere the 
greateN! keenness to close with the enemy. They carried out admirably the 
trying <lutics nc('essitakod by mar~.:hing iu hot wcathcr•with a transport train 
of nl<lre th.m 2.000 mules, and they endured with perfL•(:t cheerfulness the dis· 
comforts of SCI'cr:~ niJ:!hts' bivouac in heavy rain. The Officers of the Divisional 
f'tntf and of my personal staff who were with me, llrij;!tulicr-Gl'llernl W, H. 
lh·iklt•j•lhn, C.B.,C.M.G., and his stnff and the several heatls of departments 
an< I rnmmatuling Officers of Divisional Troops all canied out their duties in 
nn entirely satisfat:tory manner, 

Major H. A. Denne, Politicnl A:rent, nnd his Assistant, Lieutenant A. B, 
Minchin, gave valuable a&istance in colk>cting intelligence and ~upplies. 

While the ()perations abo1·e described were in progress a diversion was 
m~•lc tnwartls the southern border of the Buncr country from Mardan by 
the lst ltt'l!Cn·e Bri;..>a<le, which, on its head-quarters leaving Mardan, eame under 
n•y command as the 3rd Brigade, Mnlakand Field Force. 

A ftlree un.lcr llri~'ll<licr-General J. Wodchouse, C.B., C.:!lf.G., was concen• 
trateJ on the 17th Au~rust at RustAm, 18 miles north-east of Maidan and about 
four milt'S frltm the Buncr lMmlcr, with the object of acting as a .,containing 
f•ITl'C,. llud Atl prcveutiu;? the St'Ctions of the Huncrwals wltp had not already 
l"<lmtn!tt'"l thcm~lvcs ngaiust us from joining in opposition to our advance 
IIllO [ I'!JCf ~II' at, 



. The prescnre of this force ha1l ~IJe desired effect. an1l Briga1lier-Geneml 
Wodchousc nnd hi~ staff made g'OOit usc of the time they spent at Hustam in 
acquiring valuable information about several of the passes in the ncighbour-
hoo,l. t 

Brigadier-General Wodchouse states that throughout the operations of hi11 
force, which involved considerable fatigue and exposure to heat and rain, the 
spirit of his troops left nothing to be desired. He makes special mention of tho 
work of Xo. 3 Company, Bombay Sappers and Miners, under Captain C. E. 
Baddeley, R.E. He also reports very favourably on the assistance given him by 
Lieutenant C. P. Down, AAsistaut Commissioner, and has exptcsscd to me a high 
opinion of that officer's abilities and ncquircmcntll1 particularey of hia proficiency 
in tho looal vernacular. 
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• APPENDIX IV. 

THE MOHMAND AND MAMUND DESPATCHES. 

THG despatches from Major-General Sir Bindon Blood and Mnjor·Gen.~rnl 
It H. Ellc~ dealing with the operations of the lllalakaml ami Mohmnnd ~ 1cld 
Forces in September and Octobcr were published in the Gazette uf l11dta of 
the 3rd December, 

The Adjutant-General, in a covering letter to Sir Bindon Blood's dcspakh, 
My~ :-The Commander in-Chief considers that Brit,l'fldier-General P. (), 
Jeffreys's di~po~ition of the troops under his command on the 16th September 
Bhowctl that that otliccr harl greatly underestimated the fighting power of tho 
lllamunds as regards both numbers and stren~rth of position. His Excellency 
baR, howc,·cr, much pleasure in endorsing Sir Bindon Blood's commendation of 
the subsequent operations of this Brigade. l:;ir George White desires me to ex· 
press his approml of the genernl conduct of the operations carried out under 
Sir fiindon Blood's directions, nnd of the resource and appreciation of the situa· 
tion he evinced when confronted with unexpcct{)d difficulties, He also concurs 
In the t{)rms in which Sir Bindon Blood spea.ks of the services rendered by 
Brigndier·Generals llleiklcjohn and W odehouse, the latter of whom was severely 
wotmc\c,l in the night nttack on the 3rd Brigade on the 20th September. The 
gallantry and discipline of the troops were, in Sir George White's opinion, 
conspicuous throughout the operations; especially so in the night attacks made 
by the enemy on the 14th, 16th on' I 20th September, as well as during the 
trying incidents of the 16th September and in the attack on the villages of 
Agar'1 nnd GM on the 30th September. The valuable reconnaissances made by 
the 11th llcllhl'fll Lancers under Major Beatson when establishing connection 
with Major-tleucral Ellcs's force, and the skilful handling of the cavalry of the 
Corps of Guides by Lieutenant-Colonel R. B. Adams ~n the aoth September 
appear to the Comman,ler in-Chief to be specially worthy of commendation. 
His Excellency hfs much pleasure in endorsing the favourable terms in which 
f'ir llindon Hlood has mentioned Colonel A. J. ~·. Reid, who was responsible for 
a j:Tcat portion of the line of .communications and for the efficient supply of 
tr,ll•ps at the front; as well as in commending to the favourable notice of the 
Uon:rnmcnt the Staff, Departmental and Hegimental Offil!ers named in the 
tbpakh. The advance made in knowledge of their special duties evinced by 
the Transport Otliccrsduring the operations now reported on, and the nttention 
that has ~'Cll pai<l to the care antl treatment of Transport animals, are, in Sir 
tk"rt-'C White's opinion, most satisfactory and creditable. In conclusion the 
ConHn:tnder·in-Chief desires to bring to the notice of the Government the 
"''niL"'~ rcndt•rl'll l•y Major-General G. tie C. Morton, Adjut3nt-General, and 
lLlj~or·t;enl'ral A. lt lladeock, (,luarter-Mastcr-Gcncral in India, in the perform· 
am-e of the onerous duties which devuh·t!d U!Jun them in connection with 
theac operations. 

In a letkr from the Gov;mment of India it is said that the Govemor
(h•rwral·in-l'uundl rom·urs in the Cumman.lcr-iu-ChiL't's e:tl•l'cssion of a1•1•roval ' 
of the g~;u~;l'al WUtluct uf thc::.c ul~l'ativu:;, anJ uf the ~kilJ.aud rt::;our~.:C e~owu 
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by ~ir llindon lllno:l. Ili~ Exccller{'~y-in-Council nlso sh:\rt!~ with the Com· 
nmndcr-in-Cuicf his appreciation of the gallantry ami diocipliue disp!.1yc,l by 
1111 ranks throughout the ovcrntior?s· 

SIIJ Bt.NOON BLOOD'S DESPATCII, 

. Sir Dindon Blood gives the followinci reasons for separating hi~ two 
bngadc~ on tue march to co-operate with .Major·Ucncral Ellos iu tuc Mohmantl 
country: • 

~omc little delay being necessitated by political nrrangcmcntY witir tho 
Jandoul Curcf~ ami others, the uiopositio11 of the for·cc 011 tac 12th ~eptcmlJcr 
had altered to tile following :-

3rd llrig,lde, Watcbi, three miles south-west of Khar 011 the left bank of 
the Chah:muuug stream. • 

2mlllri:,'lldl!, Gosam. 

1st Brigade, two battalions and the lOth Field Battery at Panjkom and 
Scrai, the remainder on the Line. 

Divisional Head-quarters, with the 3rd Bl'ig:ule at Watclai, 

On the 13th, the 3rd Bri:,'ll<lc halted, the 2nd Brigndc moved to n point 
close to south-west of Khar, and I personally examine<! the Ham bat l'as~, lin<l· 
ing that the country to the wut h of it was very deficient in water ami forJge. 
'fhis being so, 1 directed llri!,'lldicr·Gcncrall'. D. Jeffreys, C.l.l., commanding 
the :!nd Brigade, to encamp on. the Hth, north of Markhnnai, to improve the 
R:mrbat !'as~, to cross it into llutkor on the l:ith with two battalions, 11 com
pany of Sappcrs and Miners, a squadron, and five days' supplies, awl to send 
th~: remainder of his brigade on the s:une day, under Coluuel 'l'. H. Goldncy, 
35th Sikhs, to join me at Nawagai, to which place I intended to march on the 
Hth with the 3rd Brigade. I further directed lll'igadicr-Gcncral Jct!rcys to 
more his special force through Butkor as quil'kly as possilJlc to Vanish Kol, 
where I [•l'omiscd to join him, or semi him further instructions. Both l.,rigade~ 
carried with them rations for men up to the 2:lnl ticpt.;mbt.·r; awl 1 had 

. arr.-ngc1l to drop my communications with the .Malakanu and llr;tW my next 
supplies from i:lhabkadr, where tbe Muhmaml .Field Force, under Major
General E. R, Ellcs, C.U., was waiting to march on the 15th to join me in the 
Mohma1ul country sou.h of Nawagai. 

The movements dcbilcd in the foregoing paragraph were duly carried out 
by the :!nd tm•l 3rd Brigades, so far as the Hth was t•vnccrued ; the 3rt! 
llrigade, with Divisional Head-quarters, being enc:lmJ•Cd on the evening of 
that d.ty about a mile south of the vill.t.':(C of lillwagai, while Hrigmlicr-licncral 
Jctfrcys, with three hattalions, a mountain battery awl a squadron was on the 
right bank of the Chaharmuug stream, north of ;\Iarkhanai, having dctaciJCd 
the Bull'~ and the 4th Company, Bengal ::;upper~ and Miner~, to the crest of 
the Rimbo.~t Pass to prepare it tor the J!:lssagc of his Hpccial force next morning. 

At about 8 P.ll. on the 14th, while it was still quite dark, before the moon 
rose, l!rigadicr-Geucral Jeffreys's camp was sudtlcrdy assailed by a heavy mu~
ketry tin: from the ravine~ dose L,y. The attack was continued, witu little 
intenui::.oiun for ~ix hours, being dircc:tc1l at tir~t chicliy agaiust the fa.:cs of the 
t-amp hehl Ly the Guitlcs under l1ajor 1<'. CampLcll ami the 3:,th ~ikhs uud~r 
l'uluncl T. H. Golducy, awl aftcrwar,ls agarust that defended by the :Rlth 
llo;..rras lt.ulcr Lieutenant-Colonel f. U. Vivian. The tncmy showed no in· 
cllllatiun to corn. to ciUliC rp.1.artcrs, awl ultin:atcly drew off about 2 A,ll., douLt. 
lt:s.s having in view the d.:sirablciress CJf gcttin~ beyond read! of cavalry before 
ullylight. 'l'llis. lwwcn:r, tht·y tli<l not ~uce~:c•l in •loing, as they were over· 
t~.:u iu the Mall\'llltl \'alky about tl A.ll. IJII the l~tlt by l.'apta111 E._ Jl, l'ole 
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11 n.t hi~·~·p;:t~lr~n o[ the l!th Bcng.1l Lanc1rs, who killerl21 of them a.nc\ !\is· 
Jocr~c·l the rc~t. 

I rc rrct to 81y that two Briti~h Officers 'iere killc.t• and one dan~ron~ly 
"' wounrlc•lt in this11flair. The other casunltlc.q 

.. Captain W. H. Tomkins and were : liillnl,-two native ~J~hliers and two 
Lieutenant A. W. &•ley. followers; U'llllllnt:!l, -one native offie€r, ·five 

f LieutenAnt H. A. Harinjlt()n, other native rankA and two followers; ninety· 
eight horses and tran~port animals were also killed or wounded. 

:Meanwhile, on my arrh·al at ~awagai on the 14th September, I foun•l the 
Khan di~pose•l to be fricn•ll~·, an< I to clo all in his power to provi•lc such sup· 
plies as we rcrJuiretl. The Ha1!1la Mul~'lh was reported to be in the Bcclmanni 
l'nRR with a small gntherin~. which wa,q said to be increa~ing in numbers; but 
the tribes iuhahiting the llittai ami neighbouring valleys seemed somewhat 
half-hearted ahont oppo~ing us. The tribes south of the Ham bat Pa~s al!lO sent 
t•• tli:<elaim hostile ·intentions ; but, notwithstanding thiR, some of their men 
jnine1l in the night attack of tho 1Hh·l5th on Briga.dier·Genernl Jeffreys's 
camp. 

Early in the morning of the 16th I received a brief report by heliograph of 
the attack on Brigadicr·tlencral Jeffreys's camp the night before, and at once 
Bt.·nt him orders to concentrate his force atttl proceed to the punishment of the 
tribe~ conceruc<l Later in the day I rcceivetl A fuller report of what had 
hawenc<l, to).(cthcr with information from Brigndier.General Jeffreys that he 
ha•l rceeivc<lmy orders and was concentrating his brig-ade at lnayat K iii in the 
:Mamuml \"alley, with a view to carrying them out. He had ascertained that the 
attack on his camp had been made by a small ~thcring of Mamunds, who hat! 
~~~·n rcinfnrced by oomc of Umm Khan's followers from Zag-ai, a village in the 
Mamuml \'alley, ami by a few men from the neighbouring tribes. 

Naturally the night attack of the Uth-l.'ith, with the consequent turning 

l 3 BattalinnR. 
1 ltt>untam Battery, 
3 Squa.trona. 
l Company of Sappera, 

asi•lc into the .Mamund Valley of Brig·adier~ 
General Jeffreys's Brigade made a consi<lerable 
change in the aspect of affairs in South Bajour 
ancl the Mohmand country; and the strategical 
situation which had now developed itself was 

int.•re~ting. I found my~lf at Na\\'ngai with a brig-ade of all arms t in a 
~tronr.dy entrcnchc•l (!Oiiition, faced by the Hndda Mullah's gathering in the 
Be<lmanni l'as.~,- a not very tlillicult defile, some six or eight miles in leng-th, the 
n~<lnth of whieh i~ about ~ven miles south .. west in 11 strafg-ht line from the site 
of my camp,-it,;cif about one mile south of Nawa~,-J'[Ii village. The intervening 
j,!'l'tiUIItl is & plain wf Which the We~tcrn hnJf is CUt up by ravines, While th~ 
1\'"t is famurable f,lr cavalry. East of anrl behind me lay the r•wl to the camp 
o( tile 2n•l Hri!-'ll<le at lna)'at Kili running for about six miles through A net 
work of tlt-cp •·a,·inCN, anti then for the remaining six or seven over a plain, 
l wa~ not ~tr"ng enough to attack the .Mullah's pthering ill their positio11 
with ~utlicicnt amount of odds in my favour, while I di<l not think it ad'·isable 

t 'JMtalittns. 
1 Mounlain Battery, 
1 bqua.1roll, 
l C••upauy of S&pJlt'rs, 

to rejoin Bri;.J'[I;\ier-General Jeflreys,-tirst, 
lx>cause he was strong § enough already for 
immediate requirements; secondly, beeau;;e it 
\\'ould ha\'e b~n most unwise to have retiretl 
throu~th the ravines above mentioned in face of 

the Mullah's )::'ath!'ring; thir.lly, lx>cause I e:q.ected that one of .Major-tleneral 
}:u ... ,;a Bri;:a<il'il wouhl jnin me in the Nawagai Valley on the 17th or tho 
li<t h at latl.,.t, au•l finally, l~t~aurOC my supp(•rt was necessary to keep the Khan 
of ~llWat!ai with US.--tlS., if 1 had tle-scrte~ him, he woulll have bet:n '¥Jill!JCIIed 
by the llullah·~ m~u to thr.•w irt his lot with them, which '\oul.t have LL>eu 
"!!l'tloUs mattt•r on au·ouut uf his iutluem:e in Bajour. Aecordin!!'ly, I deter
lllluc.i to ~t.1y wlwl'l) I w:u until ~lajm··lit'n~ral Elles'!l advanee shoul•l make 
it l"""''hlt! l•l ,IJ,t•l'-1! eff.:ctually uf tl;e ~lullah's gatherinj:!, an•l to dear out the 
ll.:Jw.auai l'a.o.s .n,t tht l!Jttai aud n~:ighhourillg fall.::ys w~h cO..u{,l~:t.:u~ 
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The mo~t interest in:~ pnrt of Sif lliml,nl Rlootl'~ tle~pnkh i~ that whieh 
dl'nls with the action of fe.•tember !Gth. It may be weli to give it in full. ~ir 
Bi111lon Blootl "ays :-

At about 6-:10 on the morning of the 16th September Brigadier-tleneral 
Jeffreys morctl out from his cnmp at lnayat Kili with the greater portion of 
hi~ force in three columns, to tlenl with the villa~e~ of the ~lamtmd,o, The ritrht 
column unJcr Licntennnt·Colonel F. U. Vivian: :J8th llo~rrn~, con~isting of "six 
compnnies anti a dct:whment of l'appers was tlireetetl along the cast em ~idt• of 
the ~lamund \'niiL'Y nn the villn,!!eS of Shinkut, Chin~ai, llamadolnh, awlllndam 
Kili; the eentral column under Colnnd T. H. Ooldm·y, ;.!.1th Sikhs, consistiug 
of six companies, ftlllr guns, one w1nadron amln. dct:\dunent of Sappet·$, was 
tlirt'(:ted a;rainst the vil1:1ges of ~Iinar, Ha?.:wnao awl B:ulalni: while the ll'ft 
colnmn under )fajor F. Campbell of the Gnhlc~ wa~ compo,:c<l rif fil-e companit•s 
nwl a !letn.ehmeut of ~appcr~. lllttl was ,Jirccted alma).( the. ri).(ht bank of the 
Wntclai ravine parallel to the centre column. The right column under 
Colonel Vivian havin.g atlvanee<l by the route or,\cml as far a~ Damadulah, 
fouwl thn.t place too strongly hcl•l to be re~sonahly ntternptc•l without artillery, 
nn<l retnrnetl thence to camp aniving n.t <i P.:ll. with two men slightly 
wounded. The centre column under Colonel Goldncy n.tlv:mce<l some ~ix miles 
up the valley without seeing anything of the c11emy, who were first rcportc•l 
at Radant 1\ili to which place a •lctachment under I,ieuteiHint-Colonel 
A. E. Ommnnncy was ~ent to dislo.lgc them, The remainder of t.hc cohtmn pt~-;he<l 
on, ami at about 10-30 A.M. two companies of the 3.ith ~ikhs which led the 
advance occupie<l n. knoll ncar ~hahi Tn.ngi npwar<l~ of nine mile~ from camp, 
Jn this movement, howe\"cr, the two companies athancetl too far from their 
supports and a~ the enemy promptly attacked them in force they were com
pdle<l to retire about n. mile with the lo!>S of one British Offieer all(\ one sepoy 
killetl am\ sixteen non-commi;;sionctl otticer8 ami scpoys wounded. Soon after· 
wanls, the Buffs under Colonel Ommanncy eomin.g up, the knoll wns again 
occupied without much opposition, being the furthest point reached by the 
column durin).( this a•lvance. The guns came into action first on the ~put• 
north of Batlr.lai llll<l afterward.~ on the north of Chingai (If) ; they were 
covered in the first position by two companies of the 3iith Sikhs postctl to 
their ri~;ht, and on their moving tnw:ml~ the ~ecorul po~ition onc·antl-n.-half 
of these companies under Captain W.l. I:ytler were or•lered to cover the tno,·e· 
meut by climbing to the top of a high rid).(e to their right ami tllt'n advancing 
alung it tow;mls the: north. Owing to subsc•111ent ordcr8 not reaching him 
eaptain Uytkr went further. In the em·liel' part of the thy the left column 
had remaiued far behind, being fully occllt•iC<l for some considerable time in 
dt:~aliug with the numerous Yilla).(CS met with along th{roatl •hortly after 
~:laYing camp. Towards !I A,:ll, it WM C1llctl up by <leneral Jeffrey~, as the 
enemv be:,'l\n to appe:n in force on his left ncar Agmh anti it joinetl the 
centre colnmnn.bout noon. At nbont 2·30 P.ll., as sonn M the forti tie• I villai!C~ 
o! Chingai (11) an•\ Shahi Fan;.:i hatlbeen tli~mantletl, General Jeffrey~ ordct·e•l 
the troops to return to camp ; Captain Rytlcr was Htill on the high ridl!e n.bm·e 
Clliu;rai (II), along which he nttemptctl to retire inn. tlirection which tlivergcd 
from the line of the retreat of the main bo•ly of the force. ~oon n.ftcr the 
retirement ('Ontmence<l a mcs-.,ge was receivet\ from him statini{ that he was 
har•l pre.;>e~l awl coul<l not rejoin the main bo<ly, whereupon Oenernl Jeffrey~ 
ordere.t llajor Camt•bell with ~ix companie~ of the Gui•l('S Infantry to go ito 
his a,~i-tance which they rli•l about -l P.M., a short time being taken up en 
8 ,.,;cmb\ing the I.'Ontpanie~ which were in extenrle•l order. The fact of thi~ move· 
mcnt haying tl) be undertaken so late in the afternoon was a mm•t unfortunate 
occnrren~c. >ill<~ General Jeffreys had to wait until the safety (lf the (iuides 
auJ Ca!Jtaiu ll)·Jer·s Jd;lehment was a.•nred; an•l the CIJU»etjUl'nt delay at 
that time of the day n~1de it irnpn.,•ilJ!e for him to reach camp bdore dark. 
The liuide;., uwkr llaj"r Camr·h<"ll, most sncces.•fnlly anrl gallantly r~licve<l 
au Ibrou:;ht uti L'!.ptaiullytlcr • Jetachmcut, which hatl sut!crcJ heavy lw;cll, 
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ThP tYamlainPtl ,J,·t:v·hmPnt~ •li,J ll,.•t. hu•crer. guc-~1 in rt·j.tinin~ {ieneral 
.l .. tfl\•y,, l..:ill.! J•rt'l'\'!lll'll·~· ui;:htfall an• I a thun•l•:r,;t.-•rm 1rhkh (':I InC on al..,ut 
thl• "1111e time. rtrimlf•:l~· tllc·y nnl~ tl.~:ir :·•Y t'J C<lllll' without furtl-ter h•;'> 
nnirill! nb··ut 9 P.Y. )(e.luwlnl~ aq "'"'II '" tile ~1fdy t•f C.lpt.lm Hy·l·~r ~ 
d•·t:whmeut w~,. t'\'rt·1in. ffeneral .Jeffren crantinue<f hi~ retin:m"nt ltaw.wh 
tl;e (':IIJll'· :'o lnnz as ti ·~·li;:ht L1•te.t the en·~m:r kept at :1 r("';«rful cli•tan~ 
fr••m hun. J,ut as it 1!"1 •l.u·k they ;:nt b •ld 4111•1 the J!fOUn•l ~~in;r broken anrl 
•Lttkult thl'y 'll'<?re able tn hriw! n hot tire tn bear ou the trt:lOJ•"- while a· t.e.ny 
thuudo:Nrarm whi.-!t eame 1!11 at tlu·k cre1tll" iu·~re.'l•·:ort the rlittieultie~ of the 
~ituati•)ll, rltimatdy. huiH'I·.:r. l•r about ~:Ft P.}(. all the trmp<> lud arrii"M 
in C<liiiJI ex•'•!J•I (I('H"ral .lcfftc~·-.. fuur ~uno; of So. 8 ( lkn.~th llnuntain Iht
t•·rr. a •rnallp:irty of :-;ap1oers and a few men of tlie Ruff:; anrl the 35th i'ikhs 
who ~"'' ~'<'l'~ratt'l from the re•t in the d.trkness. AI .out 1lu<k General.Jeffrey:;, 
tlwn ahraut three mile• nnaln half fr.-.m c:unp. olecide<l to OCCill'Y a neig-hbnur· 
i11.:! 'illa:.:e ealll•l Bilnt f11r the ui,:l1t. c~tie~y with a view tn ~elterin~ the 
l.>.lttcry muks with ldm frnm the cm•my's ,:,ar]'•ho(lkf\ :mol while he wail 
ru:;.o-.1;:.-l in arr.ut;::Jt;! tim the thun•lt:Norm lld••n: refern:,J to came on. cau•in~ 
~udolennn•l c••mtolo:te olarknt:.-""- In tile cnu-ejueut rt)ufu•i••n the trtoO~ l!'"t 
I'I.•Jmatt'<l 1111<1 nuly tl,c detachments aborc <lctail·:d n:mtine<l with Geuer;1l 
.l"tfr··yi. He l•f••.'t"-'~le•l to neCUJ•Y :UHI entrench an an;:le uf t:1c Tilh;::-e, l•"'rt 
d wltidt wa;. IJuruin;:. wliilc the rest was '''")II oc .. upit•i lay the cn~m;;. wh•l 
Iii\,[''" t!,c neueral au. I his detachment fr-om behiu•i v.·,tll• at a few ur,J.s' 
rau~•'. intlil'tiu;: scrinu< lu;;'t"' on men an•lnuimal"' Thi' ~o.tate (l[ thin~ con
tutu.- I. in "l•itc ,,( :o(.'l'l:ml ~alLmt at!~llll•t' to clear the vill:\~ which were k'<l 
,,,. l.il•ufo'n:mt• Wat.;.·,u nu•l ('.Jlrin. R.F. .• until tl.~ arriT.tl ab.)nt mi.lui).!'ht 
,,( )lajnr J. F. WurlJ,.,(,;:,· .. 'i:Oth ~ikhs. with two comp.~lliL'S nf liui.t~ anti two 
,,f lti• nwn 1\': . .'imeut. After tl•i" th~ Clh.'HIY were c.t;;ily olri1·eu off. :m•l g:tl"e uo 
furthl'r :l!Jll".r:lll•'e durin: the ni!lJt. ll:lj .. r Wt•rlled_'l.' lmol lt:ft e1mp about 
r •. :l•t P.M. iu tol•,•lit'll"'~ t•• an order fr.-.m llew.:r;l[ ,Jl'tfrt•y.-. :Ill• I ou j .. illill:! the 
•••·u,·r.tl :ll••ut olu·k l1a•lloe~n :'l'llt 111 lin·l an•l !illl'l~)l't tne Guidlos un•l~r lbjotr 
l'.llllj•ldl. Failiu.z fa) tin.! tile tiuide> in tl.e oltrk. ~bj.•r Worllo:.L'C tr'e.l tl) 
rt·trat~ his ~leJ•' 1<1 tiu.' ti~neral Lut ouly ~u·•.'\."('bl iu tindiu;t him aftd the 
lit•••n I'•"'C n!.)ut mi.lui!ht. nlth,m~b be l~:t•l lo.....:n l'i••>c to bim f,)r s-ame time 
l•l'<'l·:,•u-ly wit:t•)llt kw•lritL! it. •iener.tl.Jeffrcy~ ulriuutdy rNcbe,I camp at 
8 A.M. ''" the I ;tit, ~'<•IIH.' of tbe tr<o.1j•S there hariug OO.On ;;.::nt out to his as;[~ 
tall•\' :ou.t rduruiu.; whit him. 

Afr~r .Jo:-tailinz the k•"''t"", 1~1 kille,i an·! woun.ie·i. 8,;r Bindon Blooil, ron
tinuo:s :-The l•.'11a1·ioour co{ the ttO:l<li'S thmu_.iaout thi;; tryin:? ti:ty 'IT:Iil Tery 
!!''"''· Tl:e ~t<'.i•litlt'<< an•l dix·it•liue slw\\'11 hy the Bulfs 1\H•Io:r C<Jlonel Om
III:IIIH•·y Wl'r<' a.\t,tiralole. while Gt•ueral Jdfrc_rs h:1s >Jo..'<.·ially c-·•mmeudt!ti the 
pl!auny with wl.idt the Gui.lt-;; lltLlutr.l" llltti~r llaj·•r Cumt•L..:Ill>rou.!ht olf 
t ':q·t:liu J!ydt'l ';. .t\'l:whtneut l•f t!.~ :t·.tll :--ikhs. l'llrryitL! the w••uude.t on tl.eir 
J,,,,·klo nu·l ... r a bt·:n·y tire. He ha> furtil('l' ~~!'~1;iy cu.l·>r'*'-lllaj••r l'amt·hell's 
f:n .. ural.le lllo'llll•'ll of the t''lii";I:!C ani ju.L'lneut <.!u)\\'0 by C.I[•Uin ti. B. 
l! .. t~)n au.t Litlll~ll:\111 H. W. l\•irin_'1••n nf t~te liui•k"'l who et•rnnun•it!tl the 
t'•uq~•ui~· n[ the l~;ltlali"n '1\·hit-h 1\'t're elderly in c.:.ntao:t with the eue•ny; 
the j!:tllantry uf :-;llf,..'t'··n-Ca;•t:ti\1 J. Fi-l.er 'ld.!O lll:i•le a lil•••t olNermiU(•l th••u.rh 
llli•U•'"-'''ful ;lllo:IH(•t I•) take lllt'<iil':tl ai•l t•' the W<•Un•io:•i ,-,f C.1ptaiu R.r.i.:r's 
•lo·tal'imwut tl.ruu.:h a lwt li1~: ••i :<ur.:.:'t''ll·Lieutenant }:, L. Perry; (•f J; m:t· 
al:tr ~.k:otd .• r Khan (I{ the liuiolc-;. :u..i of sel"eral nr•ll·('f•mrui,•innei o:fiet:rs 
:llo•l "''!•'."" ,,f the ;:;1me C·)q•s.. (ient'ral Jeffreno has al"<J rle'-':ri~·i in To::rr 
f:,r.•nr .• \.J,~ krm;. the ~JIL.m ani! valualo!~ w:·,rk d··ne r.u tl,is d•:r byCapra'n 
L ll. f.,;,. au.tl.i> ~I'' 1dt•'ll of the lith l~~n:.:ll L'ltli~:·rs. He hase>:•rum.,.n·i~i 
tht• •"ll·ln.·• ,.f l'.q.ta n l:y·id r.ni Li·:IIICllaltt (1. G.l..uuninz. :i·,rh ~kl!>, wh•l 
\\('!\' 1 .. ~:, w .. ,i!,·l·i. nnd ,.f Je!tl • ..t .• r .\ar .• yau :":t.,::h. H:Hilb!IIR.~m :'iu!i.i ~nil 
:-.,•!•'." J\;\1'1,1111 ~.II~ 11•! II•~ :'..tlue re,:itudll, lie Ita,;~( ... ) t.r •• u::l•t to ll•)tlce a 
:,: .• :lant ,,,•r ,,f t':q•t.nl H1r..lt :•n·l l.i< trulut·!o:·r ,lur.1n• in r<"'<'uiu:! a Wf•tatol(..t 
"'!"'·'' o•f Ill" ;\.'oih ':J..l!,, "' 11dl a• the ol.•l•ll.:lli•lot'l ;:.o!ltUir,l' oi Jc·Ut;oJ,.r~ 



Sar.lh an,) J;.lw- Sin~b an.l serer-Jl {1(\D-to)mmi.;si·m~l nffi~rs an•l men of the 
f:\ffil' l~ltlt"ry. t;~u':"r-.ll Jetfnon furtht'i' n-fl'l"ll in the stron~t t~rm~ of CI)W· 
n~n.bri ... n I•• the !!:lllu1t <"•n•r'uo:t •A tieutert\Dtc'l Wat,;.)n an;ll'o)(\·in, R.E~ anJ 
flf the h:~nolful t•f ffio"n 1'\( the R'uti~ an• I ~.). 4 (\>mpany ~n~>al :-;,IJ'!>el"ll 'll·lto 
!-t-ent tte n::l.t" of the 161h and l;tb -.rith him in the villa::e of Bij,.t, The 
'':•n•lnet of th~ otlk~l"ll all\l IDI'n intnterinl! the vil!a:re se~er-.1! tirnt>:> iu the 
ol.ark.. in the be-e of a ht'll'l')' tire tlin~~:t~l ~~~~'u.thern at t•l,.,;eljoarter.;. ~~rns ,~e
~*f'"llll! f:f the bi;hest n.•.'o:ogniti,,n. :mJ I han~ C'005t."!Ueutly made a ~ll('i.'iaJ 
r ... mnmna•'&thlfl to To)O no it. ti~D·'r:ll Jetfren h;IS also l't•rnwendt'tl tht' ~al!ant 
rvnoluo:t •·f his [lo:·put:r .\Siii>t:mt ..\.!jtlt:lDt·lfeiaeral. lLij•x H;lrniltou : a11<l tiually 
he has )•f"Ji"('tl the t"f>l'll'll\.'t" and re;..Iativn of Li~:utenant t'hurehilluf the 4th 
Hus.;ar;., (."'~Jo(•ll•knt of the Pi··•rrr DI!WS).;l)>el with the fufl'e, Yihu maue 
huu.•df o..~ful at a critk-al ID•1mcnt. 

Sir Rirto~l(J Bl>J•Jo.l. in ck,..ing his d<OS{•ato:b, pays a high tribute to the 
11-.ork J..•ne by the t.'".lf:l.!ry. The ht-.1lth of the tli•'!>S was .!!~:nerally g"•~o><l; 
(ln!T !let"cll Briti:'h an.Jthe n:1tire iio)J,l'eN anol ei_ .. ht f,,Jk,wers tli~l fr,,m tli~:\~ 
betwrt'l:'n ~pkml..er 6th an,Jl\:tu~r 2;th. Tile.otlk't'rS mt'l'ltinne.l in the tic~ 
pakh iodu le all the he.:~.l.s of •lt-partmt-nt-. tilt! ~oeml ;;(ali, )hj•>r llo:':llle au,} 
llr. J)a.t"i.:>. r,J;tkru Ot!ie~:l"l!, The rommi'SSU'i••t. tmu,;{•Jrt am! meJieal arr-.ua~-e
mt•nts are all sai,l to b:ne bet>n UC\:ltt-ut.. The tde-zl':\ph nrram;ementi' were 
wdl rarrie-1 oat by Lieuten:lllt W. lio~rt.<on, lt.E~ un.!er the .Jiredil)u of 
llr. C E. Pitman, while the r~o;taJ sernre under llr, H. ('. ~heridan was aw. 
&ati.:.hdor.f. 

:'ir Bi&.k>ll Rlo:a:>J a.},l:; :-It will ha'"e been ptbere..l from the fvreozoin~ 
n:ur:1tiw that the th~ bri~1•ks of the f·tf'l~ trere ablT rommauol.:~t bv 
llrh .. ':l•her-General.s l!eili:lt·~.hn. Jdfn::rs anti Wo-.lo:ho115e. -.rho were et!io.:ietttly 
k"'."t•rlll<"l bv their S(a.tf:;. Ti1e line o.f t'lllllmunit·.:~t~··us and 00..-e were a],., mo,;t 
t'lti.::entl:r iu:1m~l by (\~•:>llt:l &iol a&l by Lieutcnaut·C'vlvuel Y. A.. S.:hakh, 
:Rase C.:l(JJJUallllant, an..l their l'e'J~'\'ti\'e staii'.;. 

A. tk""".'T:I•t~·JO is giwn I)( the lll•)t"ernents abo)(Jt Xaw-.:~zai, an•l the ae('Otmt 
£•f tile ni,;l..t"'lta.:k oo the t.'".llilp t'll :'..1MmiA:r ::?t.Jth cl~ in the fulluwin~ 
wcords:-

r~ >t~a.l:~ d: the tfl)'l<S .\llring this soxuewhat tryin:? aetioo was ljllite 
l.,;rfrt>t .. a~~o.l the :illo:ty vf the t-arnv '!fa,; 11o. :er in the ~li~iote:.t tle·~-e •luubtfu~ 
a:tLv:~.:h the euewy·;; sw,•r.brno:u 11·~r~ "'J o.ktt"rmilk,l ti1at many of them w~re 
~>~·•" Jv11·u d .. ..e tu tae ~urn:u,·ha10::nt. The tin: ,[i,..:il•llrn: of the iuLmtry w:I:S 

l!tlvwn to 1.~ C1t't:ll~1..'t. ~i~:~1Uy that t.f the l•t Battaliou, 1../tt•:co'; (under 
Li.:utcllallt-t'.,J..:•nd ('o .. :.liu"") ,.1..,~ llie in all fl:>,1..:-ct~ au e.:t:lllll•lc uf 'l'l"hat a 
l..utali .. n t•f iu!.mtrT ,.;l ... ul•l t.e. The >t.ll :>hdL• tirel hr the Dl••untaiu 
l.o.ttt>ry ... ,"re Jlli.-t u..:.Cful a!lll :;hr.1p11d an.l t".l* were a!.;.) 'iin:.t at tlitfer•:ut 
tiw.;s wit a !:.'W.ll df.xt .. ail U!llkr ti.e •lirt>cl~on of Lieut.:naut-l\oltond W •• \itk~u, 
l' H l\>lll~Do.liu • tile l:..wal .\rti:l-:n with tu f,.m:. In sO•)ft, the atfc~ir 
.,,;:~ .. a ru, .. , ~~:~r;l"t•or:r ,.~. u !•l'vtiUJ tlle a.lr"nir-Jble •loci1•line, coutidt>w:e 
an..l S(t:2•lY ,;;,...,._l(iU,! vi our tTl;•~"'- as -.rdl a.; the e:l:kit:Dl".Y vl the siwt•le 
tki.:t..Si.-e arT"JllJO:"Wo:uts ll'hil:b ha,l!A.-,n ma.lc. 

Tb.: fv11._ • .-i.ns rommd.lts are ma.le on the oper-oltlo)(li! in the Watdai 

"~·! :-
It 11·i:J luTe te.,n o:.l>'!t"f,.e-l (( tx>Ul"';!, that there was much more oliffi..:ulry 

in ,l,.-,L;u! •-it21. toe lbmuu. Ls than ,,,as t:ll.erio:nct.-..1 'll·irh the :'wati•, the 
l!.1S>Ui Y .. oW=u..L-. or wittl the ll.am1IDt6' nei,;ah;.(ll">, t:.e :'alanai au.t 
~~~z.a~ .. 

Y ~r. '" th:.; J:=:o:ui:T ,...,~.; J~ w the U..:t that oar inTasiou rl the lhmm~<J 
Y.l:kT 11i.U DoC fr"':t:"i'<"l L:r a ti<•.t;-i.-e ao:t~JU tke (tat at tl:le llilak.au.J ou the 
!~o.l AJ::~-t .. :11 L\ . .i.Ji...li vu ti:e l;th .\rw.L-t. ;U ,:.O~wa4ai oo the DL~hl (If the 
:!1.\h :-,;.rnLi._.r, ,.,, :u in r:,e l':.l~ of the- :'-.. l:lrui anol :-'Lam(.zai. by ou.:h au 
"t~"'·t·k,..,_·ll;....:, V'JI' ,.1 (;.r~t;. .. u.. a;~:U.t tuc Y;.~mi.l..l.l>.b tk:u.·d~t;;:>o, 
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He•i•lell this, however, the special ph~ic1l fatures of the lhmun I Y"al_ley 
~ve the t1·iiJ: f!'~lt aolvaHta-f~i, which they utiliiieJ with considt:!rable tactt~ 
~kill. It "'·ill IJtl l!(.~:n that the valley con•i~t~ of a broad and ~rently sluptng 
l'lateau, cut up hy ra,•iues. especially tQ\mfds the top, and with hills rising 
~;~.om•:what 8U•ldenl.v on all side;. This plateJ.u is well cultivated for rain crops, 
l•ut i~ pradie Lily wJ.teriess at this season ; the only good WJ.ter above a ['Otnt 
ncar Juavat Kili IJdu·• in the ravine& on tl\c sides of the bills, where many of 
the mo;t ·imJKJitaut villag-es are con,;e·~ueutly situated, tho,;e on the level depend· 
iug- for their water-supt,IY on tauh or, in one or tl'm cases, on doubtful wells. 
Thus, as 1\11)011 as the lower villa;,res had been de.llt with. which was done 
without opJ!n>ition, it was ne<.-esstry for our troopg to attack tho.e on the 
&ide,; of the hills, on ground very difficult for assailant:! and extremely favour
able fot• defender~. 

The trib0smeu were further mn•:h assistetl by the circnmst•mces that a 
~reat part of thctr lx~st lauds lie in Af)!hauistan. on the north-western side of 
the hi;.!h I'<III).''C of mountains who~ crest form~ the Afl-{han frontier in that 
11irediun, Thus. much of their property wa8 beyond our reach, while they 
l•n•l a ~eurc rcfu)!e I<) which thcv could KCtul their mo1·ablcs from our sitle of 
the frontier ami hctake themselves if pre~~·•· They showed commendnl,(e 

skill awl patience in adhering to the only tactiCll 
• Thertwa• an ueet.tion at which could )!ire them anv me.'ll'ttre of SUCl'CSS 

A~.tm.h aud Gat 011 tl.1• :Wtb alwaY!! rctirin•• • before 'our troot•s So long a~ 
~~~,.re•ut..r. the~· a•h·aueetC :nul then fullowiug them up iu 
~J..irmi,;llilll! orolcr a~ far as the open ~ounol ou their with•lrnwal to their 
c·••mp, which had to remain low duwu the valley on aet'<•UIIt of tile difficulty 
al~out water higher up. The more cr~lit is due to the llamuwls fur bol•ling 

out so well, as they su!feret! t sel'erely in erery 
:It is now known that 22flnf eneouuter with u~ !Je;.ioles uruler~>oina much ICIS:i 

II•~ tri1 .. 6 "er · .~ill~·t, 1 ·~•i•le• of J•fOJtCttl' and' destruction of tb;ir defences 
ahuut l:.t.luf 1lw1r fneud¥ 11ho • . 
Co~•ue to l•ell' rbe111• whose ~)'l~dy J'('COU~trnctlon, tlwu::rb t-ostly nud 

dittieult for tlll~m, i6 nece&;ary to their existen<:e. 

IMh in the :Sawag-ai and llamuud Yallcys a considerable number of 
Martiui·Hclll''' :mol other ritit.>s were llsOO a;..,'llinst us with apparently unlimited 
~uwlic~ of anuuuuitiun, 

The t~Jwluet llllll<li!;(~ipline of the troops in the operations under reference 
was in the hi;Ihe•t <ic)!t\'C satisfad<W,V. The nperatio .. ~, which extended Ol'er 
.... ,.,.11 Wt~h. we1·e <·anicol ••II without tents awl on a wry low scale of baggage, 
whil~ the ratiou~ tltou)!h allllnd:mt anol cxcdlcut in all rt'ilp<.-cts, were ueces
i'aril.r open tn thc\,J.jt•l'lion of samell~'-'· :Sotl-''ithstaudiugthe;e incom·enienees, 
the trn.op~ rcnuinl.l<i uniformly dtt!t!rful, especially when active ho.>tilitie:s were 
g"illf! on. 

'l'hc tb;patch rloSt.'S with the following remarks :-

1 ba,·e nlrca.Iy alluok•<i to the steadiness a111l J,?allaut bearing- of the infantry 
in the ~,·,·rulell:t:I~'Ciueut,; that h••k place duriug t!Je ot.eratious under ~fer· 
cllt't·. uu.ll would 11uw wi,h to ill\·ite atteution to the itJl'alnablc nature of the 
to.·l'l'i<'t'!ii rcuolt-1'1.~1 L.l' tl1c t;:}\'alr)'· .H :Sawagai three ljiJUatlruns of the lltb 
ll•·fi;Ial I..ant-.:1'1'1, under llajor S. 1:1, keat;on, 8wept tl1e couutry el·ery"·hcre 
that ca1·alry l'>oulol J!•l, C:II'Q'itJ;.!' out I'CI.'Oilnais.•<.:moo;, 1•1'1Jt~ting Si)..'Ualliug 
partiL.,;, ntul watddu;.: Cl'l't\' muTemeut uf the e11emT, lu the Mamuwl 
y allt•,l' a "'JU.aolruu ,,f tlu: SIIJJ~ re,;.!'illlcttt, under ca,.tain E·. H Cule, ...... k f.lart 
Ill clt·ry t'lt.:!a;!t'llll'lll that nceurJ'I.'ti while tht·y were there, e.taLji.R.Iiug ~uch 
a tq•ulatiuu tl1at tl1f t'llemy crcu whcu in ~.Jtly ~uperi·~ tnnubert; never 
.latud to fare tlu:•tu 111 tl,c o;~t:n. AftcrwarJ. when Captain Cole and big ru~:n 
!.-tt tl1c ~lalllllll<l \'all .. ,·. tl.c tiui.k-. t'al'aln· uwlcr Ltl:nkuallt·l'ulutad .Atlatu.; , 
l.·ill.! itt ,:re.okr '!t.•l;;l!l. fld(•(•till mure' c!fl""'tudl-;- in the I'.'IDIC mnJITier: 
~lu•~o~iu;; l.ot'li..:.d ·1-..dl,.f a hi;:lt ••r•kr,euml.iuc,J with ;.,.ll,it,·uuu.s ;!alhwt~·. 
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A very intrrr~ting ft>.1ture of ttoe op<>ratit)n~ W:\S the pr<"rnrt> of fit'!,\ 
artillery in the lb!IJUHtl nn.t ~nlarzai Valleys. where. althuu~h a!'tin• npt•ratinll~ 
1lid not go on nft.er tht'ir arrival, thrir prrsent•e pl'lltlllt't'•l a great t•tf,•d, while 
it wn.~ amply prtWe•l that they cou\tl have been broug-ht into mo.;t u'Cful nclitlll 
with comparatil'e ease. 

The he:~lth of the foree wa.~ remarkably g-nfl<l throughout, onl~· Sl'l'('!l 
British and five native snldier~ anti eig'ht followers' h:wing tlit•d from (]j,;ea~c 
between the 6th :-ieptt•mber and 27th Oetober, out of n furee (indutling Cnm· 
munimtiou~ lllul Rase Iluspitals) which for nearly n month of that time 
includctl three Lri;;:ub of infantry, besides a cousitlcrablc proportion of tho 
other arms. 

The Cnmmis,;:1riat arr:m~?cments un•lcr ::\Iajor H. Wharry, D.~.O., were 
m~t suere:-t~ful. The ration~ were nlwavs nLuntbnt n11tl of unifnrmlv ~not! 
quality; an•l I may here oiJ,;crvc that in five previou~ campai)!'IIS I hare n\~l'el' 
Sl'Cu the supply of brerul nnytl!illgo like so ctmtimJou><ly ~rood ns it has Lceu 
thron)!'hout the operations of the lialak:\lul Fict.l Force. :s-o doubt the cxL•el. 
lence of the C'nmmis.,ariat nrranJ.,'Cments has hat! a ~rrcat <knl to do with the 
goo..! state of health of the troops whieh I hare remarkC!I upon. 

The transport wa~ mo~t efficient thron)!'hout. the opcratinn8 nntlcr r('rcr· 
enrc, and its mann)!emcllt untler the- tlirel'tinn of C:1ptain C. G. R. Thaekwcll, 
Divi,.ional Tran,port Officer, who was mn;;t aLly anti enrrJ,!cti\•ally n•sistt••l hy 
\'cterinar~··C:lptain H. T. W. li:mn, Senior Veterinary Offit'L'r, was mo-t sue· 
cessful. In proof of this I will cite a report just maoloj to me h~· Brigadit·r
Uencrai.Jcffrcy"· cnmnmuling tllC 2u,Jllri•l.~'1l<le of my foree. that this mol'llill)!, 
on iu.,pceting 1,'?61 mule,; attachctl to his hrigatlc, which have just rctume<l 
from seven week~ in the licit!, he foun•l fourteen snre b:wk~ nwl four nuim:1ls 
othhwise unlit fur work, or a total of only 18 <lisaLlctl animal~ in all. 

The metlieal scrvi<"e wa~ cnrrietl out in a wry s:\th;faetory m~nncr. Some 
difficultie~ nro,;e on the tran.~fer of otlicers an.lmatl'l'ial to the 'fimh F.xpl•di. 
tionary F<)fl"e on it;: formation, c:<pceially as larg-e con1·nys nf ~irk awl wonndL•tl 
wrre on the liuc of this fol'l'C at the time, but thc;;c tliffietlltie~ were ~llt'<·e,;sfull.v 
Ol'ereome hv l'nlonel.\. ,J. F. Reid, who was in charge of the I.inc, arul m~tter' 
were ultim:1tcly rcstm·ctl to ;:month workin~ on the arrival nf ~nr.~?eou-t'olouPI 
J. C. G. Carmi!'hacl, Indian ;\Ic,Jic.ll ~cfl'icc, who is now Principal ~lcdieal 
Orliccr of the Force. 

The tcle.zraph arf.m~emcnts were well carriefl out by J.ieut(•nant W. 
R•lhert,;on, R.E., under the direction of )Ir. C. E. Pitman, C.I.E. The postal 
service under .Mr. H. C. ~heri.bn Wn:! also satisfactory. e 

The working of the llt:Vernl departments of the Hcat!..qnartcl'il Staff was 
mo>t S:\ti:;factory and successful, The he~uls of rlepartmcnh were:-

)lajor H. H. Rurncy, Gordon Highlander>, A:-t;;i,;t:lnt A<ljntant-Gcncml. 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. lLL-~tcn;, 2nd Regiment, Central India Hor8e, A~sis

tant Quarter·M<l$ter-Gencral. 
Capt:1in H. E. Stanton, D.S.O., R A .. , Depttty .-bsistaut Qnarter-~Ia.,tl!r· 

General (Intellig-ence). 
c.,ptain E. W, li. Xoric, lli•l•lle-:ex Re~iment, Snperintcu!lent, Army 

Signalling. 

~ur~'C<)n-Colonel J. C. G. Carmichael, ln•li:m )letlical ~er\·ice, l'riru:ipal 
.Mc.lic~\lllttieer. 

LieutJn .. nt-Culonel W. Aitken. C. B., R.A., (',·,mm:~n•lin~ Rnyal Artill•·ry, 

Culoud J. F.. Hn.a.llx·ut. R. t., ('oullll:lll•lin~ Rn~·al En;till•'•·r.;-rdie>t·•l 
early in Ot·tol~r by Li.;tt:enmt-l\•lnnd \\'. l'e.ll'••··kt>, l'.ll.li., II. E . 

. &t'.lpt.liU \\', ~ l1..1ubttry, ;!.jtll lL~lra• luf.mtry, t'id.l Tre.I•UI'•~ Clrt!->t 
Odi~~r. 
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Cnpf:lin W. \\' CookS(ln, R.A., OJ•thtl!lcc Offi•·cr. 

Major H. Wharry, D.S.O., Staff Corps,Chicf Commis,;:u·iat Officer. 

Captain C. G. R. Thackwcll, Staff Corps~ Divi~ion~l Transport Officer. 

Veterinary-Captain H. T. W, ~Linn (Woun•lc•l in action, 20th September), 
Army \'ctcrinary Department, Senior Veterinary Officer. 

Captain C. L. Robertson, R.E., Survey Officer, 

Ca(Jiain C. G. r. Et!Wards, .'ith Punjab C.IValry, Provost ~Iarshal. 

The ltcv. J,, Klogh, Chaplain. 

I.icutcnant W. Robertson, R.E., in clmrge of Telegraphs. 

1 am 11111lcr ~rrc:tt obligations to my pc1'sonal staff .. c.1ptain A. B. Dunster· 
\'illt•, I st Battalion, East Surrey ltc.~imcnt, Aidc-•lc-Camp; Captain A. R. 
lli•·k, :!n•l l'nnj:~b Cavalry, and Licutmant Viscount Finc:1stlc, 16th (The 
Quel'n's) Laucer8. 

It will have hccn g-athcrct! from the forcg,ling narrative that the three 
ln·i·•ndt•s of the Force were ably conuuaJHlctl by Bri;.ta<licr-Gcncmls \\', H. 
?.h:ikt.·jnhn, l~t llri;.:ade, l'. D. Je.tfrcy~. (\\'t•nntle:l in action, llith September) 
2u•l Bri:::tde, nntl.J. H. Wotlchou,;c (1\'oundcJ in action, 2·1th 8eptembel') 3J•tl 
llri::••dc. who were cffidently SC('OIItietl by their staff~. The Line of Communiea- · 
tiuns and the !lase were also most cllidcntly mana;.,>ed by Colonel A. ,J. F. Ucid, 
autl by Licutcuant-Culonet A. V. ~chalch, 11th Bengal Infantry, the Base 
t\Humantlant, :mtl their re8pcctive staffs. 

In my final report on the conclusion of tho operatoins of the Force, I 
shall ha1'c the honour to bring the scJTiees of the ofliecrs above brictty referred 
to more fully to the notice of His Excellency the Commantlcr-in-Chicf, 

Major H. A. Deane, C.S.I., Politic:tl Agent, Di1·, Chitral and Swat, was in 
Rcparatc :tlul indcpcmlcnt charge of the political arrangements conncctetl with 
tl~e opcmtions I have dc~crihcd as far as .Xawa:,rai. He 111:companied my head· 
q uartcrs to Hnsam, where I left him on the 1 :!th September, and rcjoinetl me.at 
luayat 1\ili nn the 4th October, He !,":lVc much aosistance in arranging for the 
collcet it•n of local supplies. 

Mr. W. ~.Davis \\'as my Political Officer throughout the operations beyoncl 
Nawagai a111l·ill the Mamuntl Valley prior to lllajor Deane's return to my head. 
l(Ual'll'r• (Ill the -4th October. He carrie< I out hi~ •lutie,.to my complete satis· 
fad ion. Hi~ native assistant, Khan Bahadur Ibrahim Khan, also made him• 
self \'t•ry useful, 

t :!lfAJOR-GENERAL ELLES'S DESPATCH, 

~lajnr-Cicnt•ral Etlcs in a despatch, dMe(l Oct<Jber l:{th, gives a very clear 
1\<'l'<lllltl. of the operations in the Molmlllnd country. The despatch contains 
the followinJ.: remarks :-

The cxpt'<lition t•rO\'Ct! productire of little fighting-, but the splendid Force 
mHh·r 111~' ('t~mnmutl would, 1 belie,·c, have made little of any poosible opposi
,, .. u. I eanuot ~P•~•k tno hi::hly of the 211th l'unjab Infantry aud 21st Gurkhas, 
1111 whom I he lmmt nf the work fell. I woultl wi:;h for no better reoiments for 
hill light iug under their re~pcctive cnmmandcrs. The work done "durin.,. the 
cxped1t ion hy the :!Sth Bnmbay I'ionccrs antl.Xo. 5 Company, Hen )?:II Savpers 
nu.l lliu,.,.,., i,; worthy of the hig"hc"t. t·onuncHtlatiun. The 28th Pioneers also 
thd t'Xl'dlt:ul wnrk in re:;crrc to the 1st Brig;ltlc in the attark at Badmanai au.t 
at .lar••loi '"''l'l't'<l the rdiJ·ement showing hi!-!h <;oldit:'rly qualities in 'tx•th 
iu-tant'l'"· The n1ain th!l:kultic,; tn eontcn.l with were the ('a~scs, "ver whkh 
r•••ds had alwa.rs tn lte mat!L•, anti auxil'ty l'l').'arding- water •s in the we,;trrn 
M .. llluau•l ,· .. uull·~·: the •IIJ•)'Iy is almo-t eut irdy from tanks, the dams of which 
l.a.t l~<.ocu cut Ly the .Uuhmaud,., aud they oftcu oulft.'Ontaiucd a little dirty 
water, 
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The Imperi:ll Service Troops un(~r my commancl provctl their fitnc~~ to 
fi~ht in the fir~t line an\l were utilise\! e:metly the ~arne as the re:uhw uativc 
troop~. The cavalry c~corts of the Patiala and .Jodhpore C wah·y did gnnrl 
reconnaiss:mee work on more than' one occ1ssion aml came tlll•lcr fire. The 
1st l':\tiala Rc:.:iment wa~ cmpk.yer\ unrler Lieutcnant·Colonel Oraves in the 
operation~ in the ~littai anrl :o;uran Valley>, anrl covered the retirC'ment of the 
briga\le unrler fire ; their goon service was brou14ht to m.v not ire by the General 
Offic·cr Commanrling the 3roi Rri~rarle. The Nabha Regiment, owin.:.: to its 
having been added to my Force late in September, had to be kept on the Line of 
Communications. 

I trust the objects of the expedition were fully carricrl out, thank8 to the 
fine h<xly of troops I had the honour of commanoling and to the hearty co-opera· 
tion of my staff ami of all ranks in the Force, 
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APPENDIX V. 

THE TIRAH FIELD FORCE. 

r,,.l',.,l t~bjnt.-The ~nernl o1Jj,¥t of tbi~ erpe.lition i@ to enct N'paratii'ID 
f,or tloe UIIJ•r•wvl<•l &;!"~~on of the AfritH and Orabai tribes on lOO Peal~a
'lrar an.l )i',,J.at )1.11\k1'1\. flor their attacb on our frontier l•:Oot!l, and {(tl' lbe' 
•L1m:1~ to life at~<IJ•r•10:·rty •·Li~b hall tbua been iutlicteJ on Brili,;h iuL_ia1• 
anJ tiD ti.(.,;e in tl1e nritil>il llM'1'i..."e. 

It ill l .. Ji..-,-~-.! tl•at thi~ ol.j.:-ct t'an be-ott be attained by the inTa.i'kln of Tirah., 
tl.e ~ummer bume of the AfriJis and Orab.ai;;, ..-bich lwJ nel'er bdure ba:n 
t:llll-1\•l l•y a .Brit iti-h f,,l\~. 

}',,,.,,;.,. ,,f tA, F••Mr.-The Force ..-bich ..-ill he pt,-J&I tbe "Tirah 
£xJo:•lit iunary fl:n_'e" ..-ill Le dl.;triootoo foe Ofoer.ltiom u fuJJ.)..-s :-

{<~) .~ lllain oolumn (•f two Di,-ir.i\)D'\ earh oor.si~ing of two Infantry 
1:ri;;1•k'1' hlld certain Di,-i.iona.l Tro1' ..-ill adnn(-e on Tirah from 
tl1e U(·i,:l.l•oUrlwo.t of the :'amana Ran;,-e. 

(I•) The I.ine ,,f 1\ommunicati<:•n of the m.'\in rulumn between Kolat and 
Tirnh (indu.t:n;r tLe Jllt't;; <•D the ~ru.ana P.ange1 will be hdd by a 
f•ll\-e ('(•n•i!itin;? of oue ~ati\'e Cnalry E.egimtnt and four ~atinl 
h.fantr\" katt.olions. 

(r) A ruix(,i Lri;;~<le. to l.e stylt'l the .. P~..-ar Cvlumn" ..-ill operate, 
as ru.1y Joe rt."}Ui"-"l from l'e.;!u..-ar. 

(•I) A fun-e. ..-hkn •·ill be de.,:i;.•nnte.l the "Knm~m Yonhle Column" 
will l.e f,orllk<l in suwon on the Ha.ugu-Para.:hin.ar line, foe eml•ioy· 
Dl('Ut u circuru.otan<--."ll m.'ly require. 

(·) A m1x,.J lori....-.i•le .-ill Le fur-tueJ at Ranl!Jindl a.s a E.eserTe. 

• 
Co••p..,iJi.•• •:f tlt F .. rN,-The>e Fvroos will be o::ompo;.OO u fullow•:-

THE llAl~ COLrll~. 
l'III.'!T DlfliHOX. 

Fir.t /lri:I••J.-.- 2n·l B.1ttali..lll. tl.e 1\:rLy,;Lire Jk:!iment, ht Batralioll 
t!.c '''"••ll•!.irc lk::itlk•nt, :!tt•l Hanalion };( liurkha 1ll.:rl<:~ ll.e-.riment, 31Kb 
(l'uH.i:.t., 1:..-.::mo·ut of L"-:n....-.U Iut.utry, ~u. 6 ~riti:;h }'idJ Hv::.-"Jl:taJ. an,J 
.!\u. 3-4 ~ali\t hd·l H·"'t•Hal. 

...... ,. ... J }lrig.•tl~:.- 2u·l &ual:o'lll the YOlL•.hiN' E...>ziment. 1st Battali<)U 
J;,,~·,.J Wt'-ot ~.un~· .IL.-.:iul("ot, :.;n.i &nali<•n 4tb Gurkna (R:rk) ll.e-[iment, 
:1rd l:t·;:.m.-nt (,f ~.L.h ltahntry. Fuuj;~b t'IXontid' 1'~-e.. ~ti<:mil A. and R. 
,., Su. I! liriti•h hd.l ltt"{•lt«L :-...-._1i .. n8 A. and C. of ~o. U BriLibh Held 
H"•J·-t:.l a11.l ~o. :u ~ .. un• hd.l """'(•ita.L 

)l,r"';,,.,,J 1n-•J" -!\,~ _1 lJ...u~1ain Rattt-ry' Eo)yaJ .Artillery, ~u. 2 
tl'·r .• J:.fl ;M,.uut;olrl Hattt-ry. Su.l lK,~~~~l) .Muulltain &ttery. nro t'quaJron 
l~:ll l:.·:·u .. :llt uf. l:l..·11:.J l.alll'd"lo. ~~IJ J.:....;imenl of furulayeb,f.a.ntry 
tl ,.,,.._,'~"• 1. Su. 3 l"'"f"'"Y' l:l....rlit..:~.r :S..~·~Il"N ~LUJ lEI.lel"ti, ~o. -& Corupauy 
ll.o~ut .... y ~'•1·1"'~'> .... 1 :M.u .. r" o~ l'r.ut.li!( ~·tK.•n frl>W tLe B...!nw1' N~·lot:N 
"'"' ~-lid>, tlot' s .. ~l ... };..:.:.u.tllt l•f lilltotr::.l :'.:rl'ite l!iUntrr. tile lL.:O:r 
ll..~u '"'!~''"' :o-..-r'•.<". !'"''l"'n.. ~...:-t.vu A. o.J. .Su. 13 Bnti.h lk:IJ Hll!>i·it•J 
~ouJ ~c~ W s .. :,,c t '"Ill B""'l·•:ou. • 
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f'F.CON
1b DIVI8IO~. 

Third Jlri!/t1dr.-M Jlnttn\ion the Gortlon Higldnntlt·r~. 14 Rnttali"n 
~~.e llor-o·t~hire He!!inwnt, 1st. lattnlion 2rul Ourkha (ltitle) Jtt•ginwnt, l:>th 
(I he Lwlhian:-~ Sikh) lk::imeut of Bengal lufautry, ~o. 24 Briti>'h FieiJ Hu~
apitl autl!'o. 44 Native fidtl Ho,;pital. 

Fourth Brig111l~.-2utl llattaliou the King's Own ~rotti,;h RnrolcrPrs, ht. 
Rattnliou the Xorthnmptonsllire Heginwnt, lst Battalion 3r•l Uurkha (Hifte) 
Rt>.!!irrwnt. :uith (Sikh) Rt•giment of lku,gallnfautry, St•<"tions l'. and ll. of Xo. 
9 Br·itish Field Jlo,pital, Sc<"tious A.nml B. of Xu. 23 Britbh l•'icld Hu:>J•ital und 
No. 4S Xative Fieltlllo"pital. 

. lJiri~io11al J'roop.1.-Xo. 8 ~lonntain Rattr•ry Rn)·nl Artillery, No. !J l\[onn
tam Hattery Rnyal Artillery. ~o. 5 (BomLny) Mouutain lMtery. :llat·hine Gun 
llt"ta .. Jnnl'Ht, luth Lnneers, two Squ:ulnm~ lt:lth He,iment. of Bt'll"al Lnueers 
21st H.egimcnt of :lladrns Infantry (Pioneers), No . .J: t~Om)-lany .M:ul;as Sapp('rs' 
arul :llmcrs, one Printing i'Pclion from the lladras ~appers nntl l!incr~. the 
Jhiml Hr).:imcnt of Imperial Scrvi<:e Infantry, the Kirnmr Imperial Kt•t'Viee 
Kawers, Kcctiou B. of ~o. 13 British l!'icl•l Ho~pital ami No. 43 ~ntive Field 
Hu:;pital. · 

LINE OF COM:Ill'XICATIO~. 

No. 1 l\n;;hmir :\fountain Battery, 22ntl (PunjaL) Rcgimcnt of Rcngnl In
fantry, 2nd Battalion 2ml Gurkha (Rille) .l(e:,:imcnt, :l:tth (Uarhwalltitlc1 Hegi. 
meut of Hl'll).'lll Infantry, 21111 Regiment of Punjab Infantry, l'nnj:lb Frontier 
foree, :lr•l }(pgiment of Ht·n).'l\1 Cavalry, ~o. 1 Company Beugal Kappers anti 
llliner~, No. -1:2 Xative Fieltl Ho,;pital, No. ii2 Xative Fidtl Ho~pital, the Jen~•re 
Imperial Serviee'l'mnsport Corp~, the Gwalior Imperial :o;t·rviee Tran,pnrt Corp~, 
Ordnanr·e }'idtl Park, Engiuccr Field Park, Hriti'h General Ho:<pital of i\oO 
l..eds nt ltaw11lpintli, Native General Hospital of .iOtl ~tis at Rawalpindi, No. 1 
Fiel,J Medieal Ktore llepot, (For First Division}, No. 2 F'ieltl l\IL~Iical Store 
llt•J•M. O'or Kceond Ilivi,ion), No.5 Veterinary Fieltl Ho,pital, X<), II Rriti~h 
}'iel•l flo,pital, Xo. 2i1 Rriti,;h Field HosJ•ital, ~o. 47 ~ative Ficltl Ho~pital, antl 
No, 6! ~alive Field Ho:<pital. • 

THE PEKHAWAR COL'L':\IX, 
Secnnrl llattnlion tho Royal Inni;:killing Fusilier~, 2nd Rntta!ion the Ox· 

r .. r.hltire Li,!!ht Infantry, ~laxim (inn llctacltmPnt, Ist Battalion llt•\'Oil:<hire 
RPginwnt, !lth (lurkha (!title) Regiment of lku;.wl Infautry. :Hth l'imtl'trs, 
45th (Hattray's !'ikh) Hegim('nt of Bengal Infantry, o7th Field Battery Hoyal 
.Artillt•ry, No. 3 lllountain Hattery Hoyal Artillery, 9th JY•:,:imertt of Bengal 
Ianr·t·r', Xo. 5 Company Ben;..ral S.oppers anti )liucrs, ~o. 5 Hritbh Field Hus
J>ital, No.4.) Native 1-'iel<l Ho•pital, A. ami H. Sel'tirms, Xo. 54 ~ativc Field II us· 
pita!, Briti>•h (ienernl Ho)>')'ital of 2.;0 Leds at .Xow~hcra• and Xatil'll General 
lh-;,;pital of 5t)t) teds at Xowshera.• · 

THE Kl'RRAll :MOVABLE COLU11:s', 
Twdfth Re;.dment of Ben).ral Infantry, the Kapurthala Rf'.tdment of lrn· 

pt"rial :-l'rviee Infantry, 4 Gnus 3rd Fieltl Battery ltoyal Artillery, lith Rt•g>i· 
lllt'llt of Ben;..'lll Cavalry, oue He:,:iment of CP11trallndia Hr,N•,'Sl'f'tion IJ. of 
~.J. 3 P.riti,h fieJ,J Hv>pital, Xo. ti:l Xative fit:ld HOI'j•ital, Section B. of Xo. Hi 
l\ativc f'icltlll<kpital awl ~ative General HOS(Jital of 21JIJ kds at Kohat. 

THE R.!WALPISDI RESERVE BRIGADE. 
:-e•:i~.J lhttliliou the King's Own York,hire Ligltt Infantry, ht Battalion 

the !Juke of l't;t'ttwall',; J,il,'itt lufalltQ', 2ith lt••gilllellt (J.;t Baludt Battaliun) 
ot J:utul~•Y (Li~ht 1 l1rfautry, :!llll J:e6intt!nt of lnfautry llydcrabad Contingent, 

• Th~•t G•"~''ll H•»pit•l<,. ill alw rrceil't tht oick anJ wuuudtd I rum tbe f'orce a~ 
th,.'ialakllnd and id th• !:I\\ at \'alley, 
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.hlh1•nr Im!•·rial ~··rri~'\! L~nc.:no. :s'o, !,2 Briti,h Ficlrl IIO:"'I•ital at!~ 
:\attrc l'id·lii•,..J•llal, 

All unit• whio-h will loe C<)H<:>entrateci nt Pc~hnwar c:tceJ•t ~ut:h as aro 
ol•·f:tilo·d fnr tlo<? l'•:,hawar Column. will mardrfr•'lll 1\·'-hawllr to }\,,hat thr•mt:h 
tloo• I\ ~that !'a·• uwl•·r the '•r•leN of the I.~uto:nant·General Cornman•linz t>te 
t"r"'"· l'uni tb. under itt-tnu·tinno; which w;ll be c-iren fr•'lll Army H~l·l· 
f,tn:~rtn•. fhe lio:uaal Otli·.•~r C'<.ommanolin:t tlte E:t!'<:<l:tinnary f\or('e will 
ol:r•·'.'l all mnn·m•·nt• at :m•l t·~n·nd Kuhat, awl lte will al~J direo:t all more· 
IH•:;th ,,f tiJe I'c·hawar C•Aum'n l.oc·y•ou.t l'•:,haw:u, 

K·.oltat wiill..c th•! Ba"'! o•f o,~:rati•m5 for tlte fil"t an• I ~'nd Dh·i·ion~ 
:lll•l tho! Kurram ~(.,ralole (',,Jumu. IJut the Line ,.f ConHuunk~ttion will 
entnnwno-e at awl iudu·lc Ku,lml)!:trb. 1\nlmt awl Ku,lt.d;;arh will, f•Jf the 
lituc l••tttl!, l.oc: di·!!C\·crt•l from the l'unjab l'•!lllm:uhl. 

l'o•,haw:lr will I~ the lh . .;c of Opcro~tious fur lhc PL"'hawar (\,Jumn, but 
will rctuaiu iu tltc l'Uitjah l'••tnmawl. 

ARliY i'TAFF. 

Lit ulrNtlni-(;,.Ntral 
l'<~rrr, 

.lid•·-tl•·-fltmp 

(,•mllttiHiliii!J th1 General ~ir W, !". A. Lx:khart, K.C.B., 
ILC.ll.l • 

.lidl'·dt•·('tlllt}l 

Ortlnl!J ()ffV,·r 

Ortlrrl !I ()jfil'l'r 

... Lieutenant F. A. llixwell, l~th Bcug:~l 
IM~IIt'I'N, 

... 2wl Litutcnant J. H. A. Anne-ley, lSth 
Uu~,;:1rs .... 

·~ Lieutenant G. R. de. H. Smith. Ct:ntr-.U 
lnolia HoNe, · 

- 2n,l-Lil'meuaut E. H. E. <A:.Ilen, Ruyal 
Art iller\'", 

!Jtplll,lf Adj~ftlllf·(;f~Utll, 

tkt• "'"-"· 

Ch4 ,1 Br4fJdi:r-lienernl W, G. :s'ichol,;on, C.B. 

A•1i.t~lt1nt A~~-~~~~t·f;, Ht'rr1l ••• Bren~t Lieutenant-Colonel E. G. Barrow, 
lth lku~ lnf;mtrr. 

_.4 u ;,, d • f Quarla-Jf,,.c'frr-Grllrm1. llftjtor G. H. W. 0':-:'ulliran, Jl.E. 
)J.puty A.~•i.t~t.IHt ..l.t~~f<lllf·(;,.lll'fill, Cat•tain J .• -\, L. Haldane, Gord•)ll 

Hi)!bl:m•leN. 
,4,.iltf11nt f{nllrlrr-.Vtlda·l;rlltrlllf••r Culund G. H. lillre-:Uolyneux, A.s;:i,t-

1 •t../1 ;,,,.~~.,.,., ant Quarter-lla'itd..(h:uer:ll. 
/J r p 11 t y A ~iliftl 11.! (,l~11 rl,.r.Jfaltfer· Cat•tain E. W. S. K. llat'(ollcily, D.S.O 

(,', urr11l (,,, J.f, 71 iot·llt't', 4th l":khs. ., 
}'i,/d J.t<il ::Juu•t lifPra ... Capt:lin F. F. R:l•I•.'OI.'k, D.s.o., l>t Bo~tta-

liun ;"oth Gurklta<, 
}'riNrip,ll Jl• tl irlll ()Jfi~, r (trith tlu ~ur~"-••u-L\.l••ur-1 ti, Ibom;;,·,n, C.B., InJian 

''"'l'"rr1ry r11~~ •:t' 8a:Jn•II·Jfo~jo•r- llt:,lil~ll ::'drk'1!. . 
(,·, •aal ), 

s,,·rtftlrv f,, Prinript~l .lfulirtll Offo·rr Sur,'t'<lu-~Llj•lr W. A. :Ullrri,;, Army 
)h.,_ltt'al :o-t:ttf. 

Jlri<J,,,/;,,.(;,.,,111, Co 11111111 ~ tl i 11 g llrii;adicr-GellerJ.l C, H. ~l•r:l','e, Jl.A. 
l.'r•!J•tl J rlil/t '!I• e~ 

)I''~'''""· .lf,, ;,,,, J/,.!1"1 J rt il!,·ry ... C:q•tain (', do> C. Harnilt(•U, ll..A., 
Ur.lrrl' lilft.·r·r, }l,•y•d .lrli.'lrry ... lb_i·•r H. F. :Uero..,r, R.A. 

)1.-.:l·lllorr·lr'tHt '"'· c~"' "'1111 J i ., llfl'l':·t-fl·!·:ond J. E. llrualll..eut. ll..E., 
1 .. ·!I'd l · :I• ... ,.,, (,w. t h t IJe t.:m !•:Or-Jry rauk t~f l:lri!fJ.• 

ltr;:'u',I-·~.1/, .;,,r, nj'.'illl r~~ 9 :,, ,., 
(Jnt, r . . ¥ f~tfl,•t·r, J~~''!l'~z 1~·,~~1;,,., ,, 
·'•J• r,.(, .,;,.,, .lr"'Y·''!i•<llit•:J 

l!.•r-lo<:thr:ll, 
... Lq·' .<ill ~. L. t'ra·t•·r, ~ £. 
... L"u!t-ll:lltt H. Jt:.J.Iiill·h. It£. 

~l.ojnr li. J . .X, U•,.':lll·ll•JlUe, h1 reI· 
t.._.r.l-l.iJe l:e;itu<:t•~ • 
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llrurl·Q•IIrltrl (t•mmaN.dallt •· Captain R. E. Grim~ton, 6th Bengal 
. l'amlry. 

J.u11tall.l Jt~dge·J.drvcate·Gf'l4('":'l ... Captain .t', J. i:l. Lowry, 2\.lth Bombay 
lufantrv. 

Pri~~tiptll Pr~trtllt Jlaflhal ... Licutcnar;t.foh•ncl Jl!, Balfe, Deputy 
Jutl;..-e-A,Jvot,\tc·licucml, 

l'Aif/ Ortllltllfrt! Otfi«r, ... Colonel C. H, ~c••tt. R..A. 
luMMiuaru1t Traii'Jit'rt O!Jker ... Cni.•taiu G. W. l'alin, Assistant Com· 

mi,;,;,:try-tlencml • 
... Y cterinary-Licutt:naut-Coloncl B. L. 

(ilovcr. 
l\Jmptrvlla •1 Jlilitllry.Jt'rvlln/1 ... Licutcuant-Coloncl W. R. Lt>tt. Anokt· 

t'(lll, l'omptrvllcr of ~lilit<lt.)" At'tVIIHI:i, 
l'uujab l\.>mm;ul\1. 

l'idJ p,,y.Jirlltr,. ... ,., Captain P. H. :-hewcll, Military 
At'I.VUnt~ Department, 

... Brevet·l'uloud :'ir 1', H. Holdich, 
K.C.I.t., C.B., B.&. 

liAIY COLt:llN, 

Ct•mllltwfi,g (tcitA tlte lvr11l rad vf Brigauicr-Gchcrnl W, P. ~ymons, c.B. 
Jlujr•r· tiell!'ral ). 

J idr:-de·011np • .. cai•tain A. G. llnlla8, ]6th l.nnt-er~. 

{

Lieutenant J. ll. Wikclcy, 1 ith 
Bengal Camlry. 

- Lictltcnant G. H. Batlcock, 7th 
L llcn:,'1lll'a\'alry. 

- Lieutenant-Colonel C. W, Muir, c.u:., 
lith Bengal l'amlry, 

.AHillta11t Q••J.rf(r•Jlrllf(r-(;fllrrul ... llajur E • ..!, U. U()ti,-JCt
1 

2nd Derbyshire 
lkgimeut. 

P.p~~ty AAtilt.tllt Q11arlrr·JltJita• Ca('tain A. ~icholl:~, 2nd Punjab In• 
l;rMf'fll f••r lHtell igrHtV:, lantry. 

l'idd btr/1 i!Jrllre Ulfit•rr ... Lieutenant C. E. E. 1-', K. ::llacquoid, 
• ht Lmt-ers, Hyolcrabnd l'untiugeut. 

PriHtipul JlrJic'al O!Jker ... 8urgt•un-Coluuel t-;, Tuwu:;crul, Army 
;ut.'\lical t'tatf. 

Li<·•tnkllfl-(i>lmu·l CIIIIIIHrllldi''l Licutcuant-Cvlo::iclA. E. IJuthy, B.A. 
j{,'1''l .Jrtiilrry. 

.Jiij•la!il, Jl.,yt~l .Jrtillrry 
lJiriiH!IIIfl UrJ11aM"e OJ!in:,. 
0>1NIN411dillg Jl<•ftll l..IIIJillt'UI 
~4JjwtaNt, ll••yul l.iogi11rrfl 
l'ir/J l.iogillfff' 
.Aui.daHt l'wlri bgi11ur 
.JuiltaNt l'H:IIl J.',.g;,•rrf' 
.Aui.d11Nf ~llpaiHt!'Hdo~t, 

~i!J•II/IilltJ• 
Prvro.lft ..ll~Jnhtll 

• .. Captain W, K. ::llcLt!Ool, J&.A, 
... Captain A. R. Hrni•l, R.A • 
... Lieutcnant·l'olond H. H. Hart, B.E. 
... taptain 0. M. K Thackwdl, li.K. 
... llajor J. A. J-'t:rricr, 1.1.1!.0,1 R.E. 
... Lieutenant J. f. X. Caroticl&acl, R.E. 
... LieutcJUmt W. H. Huubur~·. li.E • 

.Jr»ry ('aptaiu H. T. Kenny, 2ud Homooy 
Lanet•n<. 

... Captain H. W, G, Grnham, D.s.o., utb 
Laut'I:I'S. 

, .. Culuucl L. W, Chrioto(•her, CommiOI!IIry· 
til'lleral. 

.luilltu11t t11 t;..O:..,iMUry-Gnt.-rul ... Ca~·taiu H. i'. U. Hall, Alll>btant Com· . 
(4i.f Irulftjl4!11 U.f!ia:r . 

mi.,...try-(icm:ral • 
llajur H, llau,tidd, ,L,i~ta.ut l'vmwi~ 

t>aiY-licucral, 
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A•aitlant t11 Cki.tf Trollljltlrt OJ!irt•r, l~aplain T. H. l'mith, 12th Bengal 
Cavfllrv. 

Jt11mnn (ilfh,.fi~ ('haplnin ... Rev• Father N. ,J. Winkley. 
JJiri1imwl l'ommi1~rtri11t OIJir~!r ... :Mfljor W. It. Yiclclin:E, C.I.E., D,s.o., 

A~~istant CommisAAn•-Oencral. 
A•Mi~fnnt to Dil'iaimtal Cummia1ariat Lieutenant C. H. CorLett, ltlth Hussars, 

0,/firr!r, 
1Jirilimwl1'ra1Mjltlrl OIJirt•r ... Captain 1<'. C. W. Ritlcout, Assi8tant 

Commi~~arv-Gencral. 
AIRillfa.nt to Diriahmal Tra71RJ1tlrt Captain A. \\r. V, l'lnnkctt, 2ntl Bat.-

Offitwr, taliou the lllanchc6tcr Regiment, 

rmtlllltllltiinrr 
0 rrft. rl g O.Jiir't' r 

:first Brigaae (Fir~t Diriainn), 

... Ilri!-•:ulirr-Gcneral R. C. Hart, v.c., c. B. 
, .. Captain C. 0, Swan~ton, llith llcn;,ral 

Lancer~. 
Dt•Jmfy AN1i11font Atijulttnt·Gt•ncra.r, Captain A. G. H. Kcmball, l8t Batta· 

lion ;ith Gurkhas, 
lkJIItfg Assi1fr111t fluartrr-.llodt!r· Captain H. R. B. Donne, 1st Norfolk 

flnwr11l. lkg-imcnt. 
Jlrigt~dt• f11111111illllrlrint Offir•t•r ... Cal•tuin A. l\lullnly, Deputy Assi~tant 

Vommis>~ary.(icncrnl. 
A•Ni11f1111t to Rrig!UI~ l'lmtmi68rlriat Lieutenant H. I. Nicholls, 1st Bl'<lfor;l· 

() !fir•t•r, shire Regiment, 
JJrigatlc Trtiii~JIIIrt OIJit't'r ... C;'lptain 1<:. de V. Wintle, 15th Bengal 

J'dt•ri11ory 0/ftt't'r 

(\t/1111111 mf i.ng 
Ortlt·rly tJ!ftrcr 

Lancers • 
... Yctcrinary·Licutcnant W, J, Tatam, 

... Rrigndicr-Genernl A. Gaselee, C.B., A.n.c, 

... Lieutenant. A. N. D.l<'a~,ran, l$t Lancers, 
Hy<lcrabad Contin:Eent, 

Dtpllfy .A~~i~ta11t .Atljllfallt·Gt•twral, Major\\', Ahlworth, D.s.o., 1st Bedford· 
~hire Regiment. 

]J,pllfll Ax~ixt1mt Qllarler·.lfaxfer- Major A. A. Bal'fett, 2nd Battalion, 5th 
lktw/'(/1, Gurkhas. 

Jlri;atit· (',mmi~xtirittt OIJit•er ... Lieutenant C. S. D. Leslie, Deputy 
' A~istant Commis,;ary-Gencral, 

A x~ixftmt to Jhigrult' Ct~mm i6xl1 riltt Cnptain H. de Ia I'. Gough, 16th Lancers. 
Olfi,·t·r. 

llrig,tlt• 1'rtlllxJI(Irt OtJit'l'r ... Lieutenant H. Macandrew, 5th Benl,ral 

rr~ainary Ojfo.·a 

(',•mnwutling 
Ai;[;·.,/,·.(itmJI 

Ortlrr/.1/ Offi,~·r 
Urdtt'/1 U/Jhr 

Cavalry. 
... Y ctcrinary ·Lieutenant W, F, Shore, 

... Majnr-Geneml A. G. Yeatman-Bi~ti!S. c.B, 

... Captain E. St, A. Wake, lOth Ben;,ral 
Lanecr~. • 

... Captain R. G. Brooke, 7th Hus,.,1rR. 

... Huur.·Licntcnant·Colonel W.H. llaha· 
raj;, t'ir Nripenclm :lnrayan, Bahadur, 
of Conch Behar, G.c.u:., 6th Bcngr" 
Cavalry. • 

.l••i.tftut A•V•ft~~~f·O,•m•rnl ... l.it·~Jten!u•t·C,;•lonr!Jt.K. Riclgoewa~ v.c, 

.l~lii(!IH( f{HIIf(t'r·.llllllfa·Gr~aal ... llajur (. r. 1nscvtt, D.s.o., B.A. 
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!JrpHf)t J~Nisfrtllf {,htrtrfr'l'·.lfaNter .. lllnjor It c. A. n. Hl•ll'iekc-Copky, 
1./f'rtrrrtlft~r fuftlliymr•l', Kiu~'s Ruyal Wile Cill'p~. 

l'khllutrllir)"Jil't' OIJiar ... Captaiu H. F. Waltt'r~. 21th (llaln<'h• 
1 i,;tan) lte:timeut of Bombay lufautry. 

Pri11t'ipal .lletlit'al Officer ... Snri!<'OII·t'oloncl U, .:lldl. llavi;, D.s.o,1 
Indian :lledieal ~t'l'l'i<'e. 

Lit•tdeltald•{\tltliWl r (1/R Ill II n d jIll} J,icutcnant·Culonel R. l'nrdj', R.A. 
Rtt,lfrJl Artillery. 

At{juta11t, Royal ArtillPr!J ... Captain H.]), Grier, R.A, 
)Jiri~hmal OrtllllltU'I! Otfiar ... Captain H. ~'.Heat!, R A, 
l'unlllllllltlitt!!llo!Jrll J::,yi111:1'1'l ... Lienten:mt·Colonel G.ll. \\'ilkiewn, R,l:, 
.At?jufttllf, Ht•!Jtll J:,gilll'e/'11 ... Captain T. Fra,;er, R.E. 
}'U.lll E11gitwt·r ... ... Ca!Jiain ~·.H. Kelly, R.E. 
A,,Mft~td J'Mtl E~tgilll'rr ... Lieutenant W. A. ~tnkc~, R.E. 
AIINillfllllt .1/it:ltl E11gi11n:r ... Lieutenant C. B, L. Hrecu,;trcd, R.E. 
Jl~~~i~ftMt 8ttperi11fetuh11t, A r 111 y Captain U. C. Rigby, ht Wilt,;hirc Uegi· 

8igllttll i11g. ment .• 
Prt~rn11t .lltmA11l ... • .. Captain W.C. Knig-ht, Hh BcngnlCnvalry. 
l'idtl1're11Ntlfe Ched Otfir•er ... Lieutenant W, M. llrimlcy, 21Jth l'uu· 

jab Infantry. 
Jlm11a1& Ct~tlwlic ('/laplnin ... Re,·. Father A. Ymulcn llrw~el. 
lJiti.limtlll l'ommiN~IIriu.t 0./ftl'l'r ... Licutcmmt-Coloncl 11. 1,: }', Reilly, 

Assi:;tant Commis~ary·Ucneral. 
.A~~i..ftlllt tt• DiriHi~maZ l\mtmiil~llritlt Lieutenant A. D. :ll:wphcr>~m, 2nd Pun· 

Ojficer. jab Cavalry. 
Diri1imwl Trat!Rjltlrt Otfircr ... Major H. J,, Hutchin~, Assistant Conuuis· 

snry-Gcncrnl. · 
.A$~i11ftHif ttt Dirillitlllal TratliiJIOrt Olfi· :\lajor H. It, W. Lumstlcn, 3nl Bcn~:,'nl 

rrr. Infantry. ·· · 
Sur·rey OJ!icer ... Mr. K A. Wainwright, Survey of 

India Department, 

Tl1irtl Rrigmlv (&cu11tl Dil'i11ion), 

(\tmmatuli,g (with. thr- ft•mpt•rary Colonel F. J. Kcmp;tcr, D,s.o., A.·D·,C, 
·rr111k tt/ Jlrigrttlia-Gt•llfl'ttl). 

Ordalg 0/Jit•a ... Lieutenant G. D. Crocker, 2nd Royal 
, )lun,;tcr •·u,;ilicrs. 

Dl'pllf!/ A#iNftmt AJjufllllf·Gt•~teraZ :\lajor H. St. l,eg-cr Wootl, 1st Dor,;et. 
shire Regiment. 

lJ;-jlld!J ANNNiftlllt 
{h'IIJ'rttl. 

Quarler-.lfaster· llajor H.~. Massy, 19th Bengal LancC'I'S, 

ltri<Jatle Cummi;~~aruet OIJicer ... Lieutenant D. H. Drake·Brockman, 
D,·A.C.-0. 

,;h~i~t•lllt fl) BrifJIIIle Cllllllltil!.larint Lieiltenaut F. w. Birch, 2!!th ruujab 
0/fit•rr. lnf:mtry. 

Jlrfgatle 1'rtJtllljiVI't Offo .. er .M Lieutenaut R. A.~. Tytk1', 1st Gorduu 
H i;.rhlano ler~ . 

rdrrimug Otfiar ... Yctcrinary-Lieutennnt C. Rooe, 

Fmutk Brigt~~le (SuvtullJirixum), 

Ct•mmandi~!f • • .. Brig-atlicr·Gcncral R. wc~tma('Ott, C,B., 
D.8.0, . 

Orduly Ofir,•r •·• Lieutermnt R. C, Wellesley, Royal Horse 
. Artillen•, . 

1Jrp•t1 -lMi.ttaHt
1
..tdjutallt·Genr•ral ... Capt:1in \\', P. BltJ()(I, l>t Rr,yal Iri>'h 

r }'u,;ili•·rs 
]kp11t!/ .luidttMi Qtwrf.:r·.lfuata• CaJ•Iaiu F. J. :\(. E•lwan!:<, 3nl Bonrl.>ay 

lNnual, ' Light Ca\·alry, . 
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}JI'i:JIIIlr (lllllllli~AIII'illf OjJif'l'r ... Uptain E. r. Watson. Deputy A~;;i;;tant 
Commis,;ary-Ucn!.'ral. 

Ax~i~tanf ft• l/ri!fode Cmnmi~sarud Lieutenant :S. U, .t'ra,;er, 4th Bombay 
Olfrt·r, C;~·alry. 

}Jrigadr 1'rlntAJ111rt 0./fit't'r _ Cal'tain W. H. Arm~trong, 1st East 
r orkshirc ltc)!iment. 

rdahwrg O.!Jircr ... Vctcrin.ary-Lieutcuaut F. W, Wilson. 

J,JSE OF COlll!USICATION, 

flr11eral Offi"er Commanding 

Aitll'-tT,•.ramp 
Ordl'rlg Of!il'<'f 

... Lieutrnant-Gencral Sir A. P, Palmer, 
K.C.B, 

... J,ieutenant F. C. Galloway, R.A. 

... Lieutenant H. 0. Parr, 7tb Bengal In· 
nmtry. 

Auixfant AtVutant and Qtwrfrr-Jlat· C>~ptaiu (trmporary 1\lajor) J. W. G. 
ft·r.flt'lll'rtll, Tulloch, 2lth Bombay Infantry. 

lkpllf!f Ax•i11fant AtVutant attd Quar. Captain I. l'hillips, 1st Battalion, 5th 
fl'l'·.lfa~tlt·r.(fem·ral. Gurkhas. 

J'rinfipal .1/l'llit•t!l Offi"rr (ll'illt flw Brig-a,Jc Suri!eon-Licutcn:mt-Colonel W, 
fi'IIIJ'III'Ury l'lluk t!fSurgt•t•lt·l'vlvnt'f). E. Sannt!crs, Army Medical Staff, 

8r11ior OrdlltiiUU't' l~ffit·er ... Captain Watkins, R,A, 
N·di01t Ct•IIUIIaltda•tt ... Captain 0. B. 8. J;', 15horc, 18th Bengal 

Srrf i111t l't•mllta ntla11t 

8afi1111 Cvm11111111laltt 

Lancers, 
... Cavtain St. G, L. Steel, 2nd Bengal 

Laucers . 
••• Captain J;', de B. Young, 6th Beng-<~1 

·Ca\'alrv. 
Lirttfl'lltlllf· C.•l••111'l C1J 111111a1td i11 g Lieutcnai1t-Coloncl J. W. Thurburn, R.E. 

1/ii!JIIi .Etlofillffr~. 
At{illfllllf, }loyal J::ngi11errs 
Fit-ld E11ginrl'r 
Axxi .. talll }'irld R11gi11rfr 
A••i.<ltlllf l'il'ltl Ruginfl'r 
A•xiJ<ftlld l'idd Eugilu•t·r 
Pr"r"11f .1/a r.h,J ... 
Cltitf (\,wti•~tttri•It O.!Jit·er 

('/litf Tr"''~Jl••rl Of!ira L. nf C, 

r.trrillltryltt•p•~tvr 

... Captain H. V. Jlig-g-s, P.E • 

... Captain C. H. Cowie, R.E. 

... Lieutenant H. S. Ro;,?ers, R.E. 
... Lieutenant R. P. T. Hawksley, R.E, 
... Lieutenant A. E. Turner, R.E. 
• .. llajor L. S. Peyton, 14th Bengal Lancers. 
... Lieutenant-Colonel C. M. Kei,.hlev, 

n,s.o., A~;;i:;t:u'tt Gommissary-Ge~Jcr-;1, 
... ll.aj<\r C. V. W. Williamson, ASt;istant 

Cmnmi&<.ary-General. 
•• Y cterinary-Cuvtaiu }', W. }'orsJyke, 

Staff at flit Bau, 

... Colonel W. J. Vou~]en, v.c., Intlian 
i"tatf C<)f!JS. 

)l·p~l !I A••i<f,lllf J,ijNf,utf ttHtl Quar· Maj. or A. J. W. Allen, 1st East Kent 
ta-.IJ,,"'' r-Ut'llt'l'•li. He~iment. 

l •'"""'t111ia11f1 Jlriti•lt Tr<~optlkput ... !llajor .\. rle B. Y. Pag-et, 2nd Battalion 
l!urham Light Infantry. 

A.liullluf 11ntl Qlltlrll't·.lla•lrr,llrilt".t.k C':ll•tain A. F. Bunrloc·k, 2nd Battalion 
1 ,., •• ,,. I~<J••;f. l"tmth L:m(-a,hire Ne)!irueut. 

l ·,.,,,m,utdtu•t, .\at irr Tr'"'l'' J)t·p,)t ... C';q•tain s. M. Edwardc•, n.s.o., 2nd 
HoniiJay lllfaulfy 1 liri'na•.icr:o.). 

ll••$r Onlu•lllrt• llj!irtr ... • .. Cal•lain ~[. W. :0:. l'a,ler, II.A.. 
l'}fl•·• r·IH-<'/,,,.:1'' ..f L'ugim•t•r }'idd l'x1•taiu L'. W, EYan~, II,&. 

hu·k, • 
]/all' lt•mmi~~uri«t Officrr ... llajor H. R. !lfarrett, As>btlnt Cow· 

wi~1ry-licw:ml.• 
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Captain W. H. D. Rich, As~istant 
Commi~snry-<lcncrnl. 

I 

D~·p11rfml'llfal .l.u~ta11f1 tc•ll!Uic Com• 
mi.rtariat 0/fwrr, 

Lieutenant 1<'. W, H. }'ortcath, De· 
puty Assistant Commist~oary-Gcnc• 
ral. 

Licutrnnnt J, H. ::llarriott, Deputy 
As;•i:'tant Conuni~>ary-Gencral. 

Drp11rtmrntal A.MiAfllnt (fi•r Tra11.t• 
port) tu tlw Jlai/IJ l'ummuaarittt 
OIJic•er, 

Lieutenant H. U. P. Beville, Deputy 
As.·d~tant Commi!;S.'\ry-Gcncrnl. 

Captain H. N. Hilliard, Deputy Assis· 
taut Commissary-General. 

Captain W. r. :M. Pollock, 18th Hus
sar~. 

/ll'gimrHftJl AAAillfallfl to llu1c Com· 
111im1riat Ojfo·a, 

Captain H. ~myth, 1st Battalion 
Cheshire Hl•giment, 

Licuteuant 'f. E. Bayley, 20th Hus· 
sars, 

Lieutenant C. G. E. Ewart, 5th Ben· 
gal Cavalry. 

Lieutenant E. N. Davi~, :lrll In· 
fantry Hyuenlhad Contingent. 

THE PESHAWAR COLUl!Y • 

CtmtiHtiHding ... Brigatlicr·Geooral A. G. Hammond, 
C.B., D.S,0. 1 V.C,, A.·D . ..C, 

Ordrrlv O.ffo_·'r ... ... Lieutenant H. U. HammoUtl, B.A, 
.A~~i,ftlllt .Atljutlllli and (/uarter-.lla,_ Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel 1<'. S. Owat-

trr-Grnual. kin, l::Jth .Bengal Lancers. 
Dt•pnf!l A~..,;..,tunt A4j1d1111t a11d Quar· Major C. T. Het,ker, 2Utl King's Own 

ter-.ll!llltrr·llfllfrtll. ~otti~h Bordercrs. 
Fit-ld llllelligr/U'tJ Offira ... Captain }', H. Hoghton, bt Bombay 

lufautry (Grcnadiers1, 
PriHtipal .llrd iral O.ffiter ... BrLr:ulc-Surgeon-Licutcnant-C'oloncl R. 

li. Thom,;ctt, Army llcdical i'Hatf. 
Lintfrlftlllf·f\llmu·l CC!unnading Lieutenant-Colonel W,ll. .M. Smith, B.A. 

llv!/tll Art illav. 
Adjutalll, lltt!llll Artilluy 
JJritl'ldt! Ord~t~~IU'e OJ!"-'''' 
J'u-ld .l:II!Jinn:r ... 
Aui4alll Firld Engi11ur 
A1~illtald ~11perilllewut, 

."oiigualling. 
llrigude l'utHmu4ariat Otfieer 

... Captain F. R. Drake, R.A. 

... )lajor 1'. •;. Rowan, B.A • 

... Major E. C. ~pibbury11 B. E. 

... Lieutenant C. B. Farwell, B. E. 
Armv Lieutenant C. E. Cobb, Jst llattalion 

East Yorbhire Regiment • 
• .. Lieutenant H. H. Jones, Deputy As:>ii!· 

tant Commis.."llry·General. 
Aui.cfaTit to Brigade CC!mmi11ariat Lieutenant V. R. Pigott, 1st Battalion, 

Of!it't!f', Cheshire Regiment. 
llrigude Tralti}JI•rt Ofoer. ... Lieutenant C. Charlton, Royal Hori:ie 

Artillery . 
... Yeterinary Lieutenant F, U, Carr, 

THB KtlUUll llou.BLE CotuM.s', 

Cvmmaudill,'l (u-i{4 rad aHd pav C!f Colonel W. Hill, Indian Staff Corps. 
(',J,Hrl ,:. tlu Naj), • 

Orrlerly 0/fit-tl' 1 ,M Captain R. 0. C. Hume, M Battalion, 
1 llordcr Ue~iment. 

/kp~ty Jltti.dald Atljdallt·Ge~~Rral, lhjor E, Jo'. H. llcSwiney, D.s.o., 1st 
• Lancers, Hyoltrahau Coutiugcut. 
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Drputy AMilfant 
(lt•m•rfll. 

Quarter·Jfader· C~ptain C. P. Scudamore, D.S.o., lst 

Principal Jfedical Offirer 
Ron!.l Scots Fusiliers. 

• .. Brigr;de-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel W, 
R. 'Murphy, D.s.o., Indian Medical 
Service. 

BrigntiP Ortlnam:e OJ!icer ... Lieutenant D. R. Poulter, R.A, 
Fi(·ld E11ginrrr ... Captain J. A. Gibbon, R E. 
Aui~t1111.t l'idd Ell(linnr ... Lieutenant E. A. Tandy, R.E, 
As•io1t11nt Superintntdent, Army Lieutenant C, R. Scott-Elliot, 4th Mad· 

Sign all in g. ras l'ioneers. 
Brigade Commi8tariat OJ!icer , .. Captain C. F. T. Murray, Assistant 

Commissary-General. 
A~si;~f/1 nt to 

Otfrrl'l', 
Brigade CommU!aariat Captain P. H. Rogers, 2nd Yorkshire 

Light Infantry. 
Brigade Tran~pot't Officer ... Captain H. W. Colquhoun, 2lth Mad· 

ras Infantry. 
rderiMry OIJiur ... Yeterinary-Lieutenant W. N. Wright. 

Commantlill!f 
OrJerlv Ojficcr 

THE BA WALPINDI BESE&rE BRIGADE. 

... Rrigadier-General C. R. Macgregor, D.s.o. 
, .. 2nd-Lieutenant E. W. C, Ridgeway, 21:!tb. 

Punjab Infantry. 
Dt'JIItf!J Aaaistant Adj~tfant·Ge~~tral, Major Sir R. A. W. Colleton., Bart., ht 

. · Roval Welsh Fusiliers. 
Dtputy Asaiatant Quarttr-.J!a~tr- 'Captain H. Hudt'On, 19th Bengal Lancers, 

U1'11rral. 
Brigade Cummi81ar·iat Officrr ... Lieutenant E. G. Yaughan, Deputy 

Assistant Commissary.General. 
Auittant to Brigade Commillsal'iat Lieutenant A. P. Trevor, 20th Bombay 

0/fif'l'l', Infantry. 
Brivade Tr!I118JIOI't Olfirrr ... Lieutenant K. E. Nangle, 3rd Infantry, 

Hyderabad Contingent. 
... letcrinary·Licutenant W. S. Anthony. reterinarv Ojfker 
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' APPENDIX VI. 

THE SAMANA AND KURRAM VALLEY 
DESPATCHES, 

THE Right Hon'ble the Governor-General in Council is pleased to direct the pub
li<.:ation of the subjoined letter from the Acljutant-Geueral in lnuia, submitting 
deopatches from Major-General A. G. Yeatman-Higgs, C.B., Commanding 
the Kurram-Kohat Force, describing the operations which took place on the 
Samaua Range and in the Kurram Valley iu August and ~cptember last. 

The Governor-General in Council concurs wit& His Excellency the Com
manlier-in-Chief in his apvreciution of the conduct of these ovcrations, ami of 
the behaviour of the troovs eugageJ. 

The Go~ernor-General in Council (Tcsires especially to express his admira
tion of the brilliant defence of Fort Gulistan by the 3oth ~ikhs, and of the post 
of Saragheri by a party of twenty men of the same regiment under the com
mand of Havildar Ishar Singh, who died fighting to the last, displaying a heroic 
devotion which has never been surpassed in the annals of the Indian Army. 

THE COlllU.NDER•IN·CHIEt''S COMMENTS, 

Major·General G. de C. :Morton, C. B., Adjutant-General in India, in for
war,Jing the despatches from the Commander-in-Chief to the Government of 
India, says :-

His Excellency is of opinion that the operations in question were w·ell 
planned and skilfully•carried out. The march to the relief of Gulistan was 
verformed under very trying circumstances, owing to the heat and to a great 
scarcity of water e11 1'VIdc, but the force successfully accomplished its object 
with the same gallantry and cheerfulness as have been evini!M on every occa· 
sion by our troops during the various operations which have recently taken 
place on the North-West Frontier. 

The Commantler in-Chief wishes to draw attention to the admirable con· 
duct and steadine:>s of the 3t)th ~ikhs, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Haughton, during the attack on the various posts held by that regiment on the 
Samana Range. 

At Sangar, the small garrison made a sortie and gallantly captured a stan
dard from tbe enemy, while the brilliant defence of Fort Gulistan by the detach
ment under the command of :llajor Des Y ooux, reflects the greatest credit on 
that Otlicer anu the garrison of the post. 

The Government of India will, His Excellenr.y is a~surerl, appreciate fully 
the intrep~ manner in which the late Haviklar Kala Hingh led the sortie from 
the Guli,;tan Fort, an• I abo the cenduct of Havildar ~unill>r l:Hngh, who assisted 
hiS comradi.!S at a critkal moment, 

The Corumander·in•Cllief deeply re~ets the loss of the garrison of Sara· 
gher~ a .l'ost hdu by 2~ men of the 36th ::likhs, and he wish~.s to record. his 
ad.o1iratton of the ~ero15m shewn by those gallant sokhers. .t 1ghtwg agalll~t 
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r.rel'11"1 ~!m:r.Q' numhe!"> t1lf.f (h'l at tbe:r pr,;t, tLu; proring their loyalty :mil 
tl•:w•ti•.•n t•J tl.cir :;..)rel\:lc-n. ~h;Je Ul•holJ.ng to toe l.,a..,t the traditional truery 
<•f tte ~:l.:h n:~•i•)ll. 

TI.e crt-.Ltahle manner in ~hi~h the at!!lt:k (If the enemy on the post at 
l'a.J.la 'tfll!' Tl?f•Ul'<'i i• due. in His Exccllent:y's (IIJinion. not only t4l the steadi· 
n•_.,.,, an.} (;':••1 diseii·line of the ~rri.,.Jn. but al!() to the sati~i.1ctory arran [reo 
m.-nts f•·r the prote..:tiou of his camp ..-hich .-ere made by Cvlonel G. L. B. 
I:id1ad;.)n, C.I.E. 

In cr•ndu;;!on. the C'·)mm'lnder-in-C'3ief reeommend~ to the faronrab!e 
<'>-.u;;;;,J.:r.n:.:•n of Go,.ernm~nt the ~rrit-es of llajor-General Yeatman-B:~ 
C.B~ an·! th•)'o!' mention€si by him in hi,; (!~patch. Amon~ the names brou;?ht 
F!-edal:y to Mti<'e is that(,£ lii'l'l Te~ ::lfct.-;rath, ~hO>e heroism is described 
in terms ~Lkh H~ Exce!l~nq oordia.l!y endor5oe5. 

G£S£R!L 1ri\LSEL£Y'S ('•)V:VESDATIO!ol. 

Li•~ut;;nant-General ~:r G. B. W'ols:ley, K.C.B., C'ommanling the Forre;. 
Ftonj .• b, ~lit the de-p;lt..:Les tv the A·ljut.,nt-GeneraL In dviog !() he said:-

TL~ (•:..:rari.:·n~ !'<.>em t•> h .. 'lre t.~n ~dl !•bone.! anJ. carried out. The 
her•:•ic <M~:n•.1! of :'ara::h.:ri is, in my (I[• inion, '1\'0rthy of the highest pr.We, and 
1 J.xJly l.llltnt the lv:l6 of toe garr~:on. 

I fully en.lon;e the llaj•)r-General'& commendation on the defence of Fort 
Guli~t:m an.t the bdlJiric)ur of all ranks. lhj.:.r De! Yreux r•rore.i him.<~elf a 
pllant an.! sk::ful leader. and the llijor-General'a remarks on this Officer's 
<·c•n.iuet r.r·toeM to be ful:y de;;errtJ. 

I li.~ve mud1 t·l.:a.sure in re<."~)!limendinQ' fc)r the Ord·~r of lferit all the non· 
cumru:~,i,.ul.J officers and men the lbjor-tiener.il has brought to notk-e. 

,.HE ATTACK~ OY HJ..'SGU J.!m THE 6A:VASA POST:\. 

li.li·•r·G<:no:-ral A.. G. Yeatman-B!~ C'ommanJingthe Kohat Field Foroe, 
'flrititq fNm fc•rt L:oci.:.ha.--r, t&e 21st ::O.:!.otember, iiilYS :-

1 have tlje h·:ODc)ur to report, fur the inf<•nnation of His Excelltncy the 
r •. mm:lhcl~r-in-Ch!d, t!-..at nen .-as ~i"o:d by me rn:om reliable ilOillCell u 
lblt.'ll <·n tbe 1:-th io~tanr. to the eti~t that the .AfriJis had d~idoo to come 
:oTo·l :~,·;·t t~.e (•rab-'ii in aru..:k.s on fungu and vn the ::'.ama.n.a post& on 
} r;.i..y, the lttth in"'ant. • 

Ha¥;u; on the same day ffi.'e;"eJ rer«u that the ne..~ amount of 

• ~"n•. !o!h Fi~J\ 
1\at!<"Y• fl,,~ol 4•1.1-1 
·~·Y. I 'f 

~ .. 1~inott~. 3rd ~ (lt!j~ 
lkr fall" a:r\', 1 1. 

1 t_o..~l_,~ tr .. :. 3ni I 
l'ur.,.l•l•••· ~-. J 

4 .,.,, I•••·'"'• ILoy&l lrbh itgi• 
..... d.; .... 

tr-au<p.:tlt and SUi•I·l:e> fur !JU.Uing thirty 
d.i~-s· sup~·lies into the !':llllan.a fo():>ti haJ 
kn C>:.;.~uJ. I g-He orders to &Lilt that 
ni;ht "·ith a c.,lu.mn, otrtollFth as lotr mar
g:n. The ammuu:ti(•ll s;JHIY haJ, ten days 
1 reri<•usly. b.:..:n k:Ut up by me to the 
Nunan.a.. mal.:iug up the totiil number c.f 
r,.un.b to f•·ur Lun,lreJ (d ri:l.o; 3Gth ::'ikhit.. 

1·;:.~~1 ~,ur'-t.a.$, ;:.)). 
H··1 lturoha•. '-.•.•. C..:•ll•~lltratill.? at Pat V:uband a.t l-3<) 
: ·I tu" ... t. lt.:a ttT. S.\l, A.ll. on the !:lrh iu~tilnt. tbe 1-:!uJ G urk1as 
Ha.l~""J"'Il)' lio. • 4 (o•mplllly, l 

JJ..,.r.,~· ~., , .. ". , 11d lrlir,.....,.. mc•ft"-' u;, the t·:oad as aJ,·anc,;..l guaru, and 
-1. ~,. ~. IJ•.t ·n t·:e.J H "!>tal. c .. '('ujO:eol th~ l•:atdQ (ID ..-l.ich DL.ar is 
--L li<~ t<l, )alllt f~e.J H .... ~iw. i>.tuare.:l kf,,re ,L'IJLtrbt. .At 4 A.ll. the 

telllain· Iter of t :,e t'\..lll.!!lll suu-t~.J. :So ent-m y 
11·er~ ~<i••rtd ;a O:,:C.t. ard tLe t·~.i w-:15 fuunJ r..:.., La.J !.JC ~'Ull>; t!'.J litnt the 
.... ,~:ry ~t.d ~n .. :.:y 6:1.: to H.•n;u. a11J the cunrc·r i'roc~a:l up tte I'O&d, 
a.ru.:.; a: t ,.n L .. li:to...rt al:.:·~t n..J.J..ay . 

. (•n !I.e l":n (lit'nt ri.e L.lf-<.vmpany of tLe l:vmwy ~aa.en and lfinen 
to IU•I rule It•( dd.:u,·o~ vi liul*"'n· • • 
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· At 7-30 P,'f. :\Iajor Bewick~-Copley reported that he had S('en rto'ncl~ of 
smoke north of the iiampaghl Pass. a~d that the Afriuis were coming over the 
pass, 

Hearin~ that the whole ot tne Afritli l1Mhhr had arrived at Khonppa 
during the ni~:ht, J sent a few scouts of the 1-3rd Gurkhas down the spurs to· 
v.:ards the Khanki Valley, to ascertain if the information wa.~ corrrct, as 
Khorappa cannnt be !Jeen from the Sa.mana plateau. These scoutg were ~llp· 
ported by the l-3rd Gurkhas and two companies of the 2nd Battalion of the 
Royal Irish Regiment. 

About 10 .4..M., l:lrge numbers of the enemy coulil be seen marching drJwn 
the Khanki Valll'y. I nt once recalled the t.roops by heliograph. Jt~>t b!'foro 
receiving the orcl~r to retire the 1-3rd Gurkh:t.S fired n. few long-ran:~e vollc•ys 
into a party of the enemy, and three were seen to drop. At 1 P.M. 1\Iajor 
Rewicke-Cople:v reported to me from Cmg Picket that 22 ~tau.lards and about 
10,000 men had pa~l down the valley. 

It ~med probable that the tribesmen intended to carry out their tlm'lt 
of l\ttacking Hangn, or perhaps Shahu Khel, a small po~t guarding the Khanki 
Valley, about four miles north-west of the point where it is cross.;d by the 
Kohat-Hangu road. 

This post had been reinforced by me with one company of the Royal Iri;;h 
and 61 rifles of the l.)th Sikhs, under command of Major .For~ter, Royal Irish 
Regiment. 

I ordered the 2nd Punjab Infantry to seize Gogra Hill, supported by the 
1-2ntl Gurkhas. 

The Commandant of the Borclcr Militia Police, Mr. D. Donata, informe,J 
me that a la~ge number of the enemy were makin~ for the Darbanrl Kotc1l, :wei 
the Otlicer Commanclin!l' the l-2nd Gurkh~s reported to me (7 P.M.) that seven 
st1ndards ancl a considcmble number of tribe'Jmcn were retracing their steps np 
the valley. 

A convoy with two days' supplies ha 1 been ordered out from Hangn to 
meet me at the Pat Darband Kotal, where I fouwl them when I aclvauc:ed 
with the remainclcr of the column. The supplies hall been sent up on 51 camel~, 
as no mules were avai~~ble. 

The advanced ~n~ar,J ancl main column halted for the night at 9 P.M. on 
the hill. A few shot~ were fired at the rear-guard from G~tra Hill, awl the 
whole of the Sttru~uu, c:tcept one, bolted, and the camel~, being !cit witlwut 
driver~ and without nose-strings stampeded. The re.lr-guar.l, consi;ting of a 
wing of the 1-3rd Gurkhas, unller Lieutenant-Colonel Pulley, anrl two com· 
panies of the l-2llll Gurkhas, under C.1ptain Robinilon, withstool several 
llctermine<l atta~ks, nn<l did their utmost to save the convoy. At mi<lnic:llt 1 
sent out two complnieq of the :!nrl Punjab Infantry, under Lieutenant El,;mie 
accompanied by Captain Scudamore, Deputy Asiistant (JuartermMtcr-Uencral, 
to assist in bringing the C:lmels in. All but two were f~Jund to have thrown 
their loads, so it was useless, and by 2 A.M. the re:lr·gnarcl had taken up the 
position assigned to them in the bivouac. The enemy consi,tecl of ::ihelkiJan.'!, 
Mishtis, Malia Khels an•l Ali Kh~l~, and they ad,uit to their loss·..:s bciug over 
100 killoo anJ wonnclecl, .A le:i<ling malik of the ::ihcikhan3 wa,; wouu.l~d, 
anJ tive leading Malia Kbels kille.J. 

r ' 'nen mornin~ broke (12th),- I sent ont Col,lil'!l TAI\Tence, P..oyal Jri,h 
P.e!!iment, wita {wo) C•)m;,anit."3 of hi5 ihtLdi'>n an·l five companie~ r,r ee~ch 

, \If the rem.1ining curj.>8, tit en.Jeavour to rceover the C;\md; nnol •tore,;, but only 
thirt.:xn c~md; were ro;:e.;l·ered, and of the-e ouly two ha.lluad'!. The l:r)yal 
lri.s3· lir.:J i.JO~·tan~e 'l'oll~y• to k<:e? the tr.b.;:,;ult;n at a r~peetftll ..Ji,tance. 
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On tl{c return of Colonel Lawrence's reconnaiss:mce, I set the column. once 
more in moti•m towards L~klm, as being' the best position from which both 
Hangu an,J Shahu KlJCi could be protcctcrl. I arrived there at l P.M. but, 
fiwlirig- no water, and having lost our foo4, I issued orders to commence the 
march to Han,'!U at 3 r,M, At 3·30 P.M. 1 receivetl a meilsage by helio from 
}'ort Loekhart that Saragheri was hard pressed, aml at 4:-30 P.M. it was helioed 
that Saraghcri had fallen, and that Gulistan Wall hard pressed. 

Four riflemen of the 1-2nd Gurkhas who hau ber,n reporteu missing the 
previous evening, rejoineu, having made their way by the Darband Kotal. 

The trMp~, after their hard day without food or water, had earned a rest, 
hut about :i-3ll P.M. on the 13th, a letter was brought to me from .Mr.jor Des 
Yt£ux, 3Gth Sikh~, Commanding at Guli:;tan, urf(cntly asking for help. I 
immediately dc~patched two guns of the \Jth Field Batter,v and the 3rd B.engal 
Cavalry with their signallers to gallop along- t!1e road at the foot of the hills as 
far tow.trd~ Gulistan as they could go, and sent a wire to Doaba to despatch 
two more guns of the llth Field Battery and the sq,uad.ron of the 3rd Punjab 
l'aralry to join in the demonstration. 

The j!nns from Hangu were accompanieu by Mr. D. Donalu, who knows 
the ('nun try well, and he was able to show them a position from which they 
cuuld lire a few rounds to encourage the g·arrison, and Major :lliddleton, com· 
m:u11ling the 3rt! Bengal Cavalry, sent thl'tlilgh by hclio, just before sunset, a 
III(•ssage to as,;ure the g:uTison that they woulJ be relieved by mid-day on the 
14th, 

The four guns of the Derajat 1\Iountain Battery had reached Hangu the 
pr<>vious Jay, h:wing marched 3:1 miles in under thirteen hours, so they were 
acldeJ to our column, anJ we set out at midnight for Lakkn .. 

At 4 A.M., on thl\ Hth instant, I arrived at Lakka, and sent nn two com· 
pnnies of the 1-Br•l Gurkhas to occupy the hill on whk:h ~ve had bivoucked on 
the night of the lith, 

At.~ A.M. we marched for Gulist:m. On arrival opposite' Tsalai (1 A.M.) 
the :l!IVallC'c<l !!U:ml of the 1-3rd Gurkhas was assailed with a he:rvy fire. I 
brought up the g-uns and shelled the enemy's marksmen out of Tsalai tower at 
a ran;.."C of \I()() yard~, anJ at once nr.!cre<l the I-3rd Gurkhas to attack thtl 
!'IH'my's pn;;ition on Gog-ra, the 1-Zncl Gurkha~ fnllowing in ~upport, Gogra 
Hill w:1s Cjnickly taken under cover of the fire of the guns, and one company of 
the ll•1yal lrish tired loug-rantre >olley> nt the Orakz:~T retrc1ting down the 
t'armda ~pur. The strength of the enemy was estimated at about 4,000. 

The 2ntl Puajab Infantry pres,;etl on, f,llJowed by the guns, and the 
l1 urkhas he hi the position until they ha<l passed through. 

A~ we ncare,] ~:1up-:1r the g:misou oftlmt post di;:played a white stand:mi 
wlli .. h tht·y ha.l C:IJ'tlll'e<l from the enemy. ~:lUgar anti Dhar had been attacked 
nllui;:ht. but a "'wtie had beeu !ll1tle from the first-named as 'f;OOn as our 
1-''llls ''JII'IIed fire, auJ Lieutenant-CnJ,mel Haughton, CommanJing the 36th 
l';k!,,;, h:1d jumnl the party with 12 men of the Royal Jri,;h and 3.'i Sikhs, and 
lwli"'ure.lloltg·rangc volleys into the foe as they rt:treated down the Sarmela., 

At 10 A.M. I rmchcd Fort Lx·khart an1l ret:'onnoitred the enemy's po~ition 
frt)l\l :1 ha>tit~n of the furt, and fouutl al~1ut 8,0oll to ]1\0110 AfriJi~ ho!Jirw a 
~tl'<'ilif l'"~itivn, which was ,J..ilfll!IJ oceU!Jid with lines of sangars on::;~. 
j:ilcl'l rid~~. 

I t>r,J..n·.lup the gun~, nn•l l>y 10-:{1) !.Y .. they M"ere playifl.!!' on the 
erwm~··s l""ni,>n w1tla ,:,r:l)'lld, wl.il,t the :ltith :-;rkl,s from fort Lnd>:hart ad· 
\'allt't'd t<~ turntla• .Hnltn;.:l,t, anti the 2n,l Punwb Infautrv maJe a frontal 
;.tt;ll'k "II tl11·ir l·'''it':'~, ollJ•l'''rt..-d hy tile two tiuiilrha b:U.tilions asthey ar-. 
Til'\·,! on t!.,• ).'rt~Utttl. li•c Atn,h• tlitluut "':lit f(•l' tl1e iuf:mtrY, but fled from 
tl.dr l""itiVII unJ lu~~<ic f .. r the Khauki \'alley. I ltre;;,~,fo~ ""ith alll.Jc•~>ihle 
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~peed, as T did not know whether Gnlistan wa~ hoi• lin.~ out or not. On re1ch· 
ing the high ground overlooking Gnlittan, I fonn•l that the fort wo1s inve,te,l 
by about 6,000 Orakzni~, but they did not wait for the attack of the 2wl Punjab 
Infantry and 36th Sikh;:, which w~s made under an nccnrate fire of the guns 
of the mountain battery, nnd by 8 P.M. they were in full retreat clown the 
Khandartang spur and Guliittan was relieverl, after having been hard pressed 
by some 7.000 to 8.000 Afri<lis and Orakzais since the 12th instant. The ene· 
my's casualties are reported over 400 killed, 

I wish to bring to the notice of his Excellency the Comman!ler·in·Chief 
for special recognition the names of:-

Major C. H. Des Vreux, 36th Sikhs, who was the life and soul of the 
<lefence of Gulistan. He did all that could be done, with the slenrler means at 
his dispDsal, to fru~trate each device of the enemy, whose attack wns a most 
determined one, with riflemen ready, on rirlges and terraces within fifteen ynrds 
of the fort, to open a heavy fire on any one who exposed himself in the sli_ght· 
est degree. His jnrlgment in permitting the sortie was, in my opinion, good, 
as the succe;;s attenrling it encouraged the garrison and made the enemy move 
away from the walls. 

Second-Lieutenant H. R. E. Pratt, 36th Sikhs, who, though suffering from 
dysentery, was always ready for any emergency, and is very highly spoken of 
by Major De~ V reux. . 

Surgeon-Captain C. 'B. Prall, Indian Merlical Service, who~e care of the 
wounded was unremitting, and who was often under heavy fire. 

Mi;;s Teresa ~IcGrnth, whd had been previously attached to the hMpital 
by my orrler~. who ren•lcred mo~t valuable Msistance to the Medical Officer, 
Her conduct is spoken of most enthusiastically by all ranks. 

No. 7ii5, Havildar Sundar Singh, 36th Sikh~, who is reported to have be~n 
compicuou~ for his gallantry throughout ~he ~icge, nnrl who, of his own ncconl, 
spr~ng over the wall of the horn-work, cnrrying with him those who happene•l 
to be nt'ar him, to the succour of his comrnrle~ who harl m:~rle a sortie to cap· 
ture a standard, and were in imminent peril of being killed to a man, 

Havi11br Bishen Singh, afith Sikh~. 11''1-JO wa~ in commanrl nt l'angonr, nn•l 
'kept the enemy at bay against heavy oJds, who led a successful sortie, captur· 
ing a stancL-ud. 

The rank and file-named below, who took part in the sortie marle by the 
36th Sikhs from Guli,;tan :-So. 807, Lance-Snick Sadu Singh. Xo. lOiS, 
Sepoy Attar Sin;:h. Xo. 1046, Sepoy Sajin Singh, No. 1:J,qo. Sepoy Bnkrnm 
Singh. Xo. 1603, Sepoy Chnjja Singh. Xo. 1369, Sepoy Barlat1 Singh. No. l.i97, 
Sepoy Phuman Singh. Xo. li41, Sepoy Thaman Singh. Xo, 106~1. Sepoy 
f:awan Singh. ~o. 1600, l'cpoy Ghnna l'in!!h. No. ViR~. Sero:v Bhngwnn 
Singh. No. J.i89, Sepoy Harnam SinQ'h. Xo. lAO, Sepoy Rur Singh, No. 3i1K, 
Sepoy Sher Singh. No. 16:l2, Sepoy Rnll11 Singh. Xo. 112:l, Sepoy Knb Sin~h. 
No. 11 i7, Lnnce-Naick Den tiingh. Xo. R17, Lance-Snick Harnam Singh, 
No. 939. L<mce-Saick Jiwan Sin.~h. Xo. 1167. Sepoy ~[ihan Singh. No. 1\23, 
Sepov l!ehma Singh, No. 1183. Sepoy Him l'ingh. !io. l.i:~fl, Sepoy Nabha 
Singh, ~o. J3!J.Q. Sepoy Jowahir l'ingh. No. 90i, Sepoy Ra~awa f'in~h (since 
dead). No. 1146, Sepoy Ghulla Singh. No. 1854, Sepoy Jiwan Singh. 

Xo. 2.i0!1, Rifleman Phanbir Sah:ti, l-2nr1 Gurkhn.q, for hc!J,ing in a 
wounded naick of the same battalion on the ni~ht of the ll-12th in,;taut, un<lcr 
heavy fire. 

I ~ho~J ai>O ha've l•ronzht l\lrwaril the nameg of HaviJ,Jar Kala Singh, 
36th Sikll~, who 'mlunteercol to cumman•l the sortie from Guli,tan. nnrl ~el>oy 
Gurmukh ::'ingh, 3tjth :';,khs, for special reco::;nition, but the fnrmcr hl•, I 
te"'ret h) S.W suecumrx,f tO hi; WI>Ulllk and tbe latter WaS hht fOCI!Il >ig-ua]Jingo 
fr~m Sar;\gl:~ri ju't' hef,)r~ the enemy &warmed in. I tm;;t that in the £•a..e:l 
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of th;<;(J brave ~o!,Jicrs who lost their lijes at Saraghcri and Gulista~, their 
wi1·cs an,) families may be considered for pension as if they had survm~d (o 
receive the rewards they so justly deserved. 

My thanks are clue to the various mem,:JCrs of my staff, Majors Bewicke
Coplcy, King-'s Royal 1\ifles, and E. F. H. ~lcSwiney, D.S.O., 1st Lancers, 
ll.l'<lerabad Conting-ent, nnd Captains C, P. Scudamore, D.S.O., Royal t;cots 
}'u;;iliers, an1l E. l't. A. Wake, lOth Bengal Lancers, who, without even the 
org-:wi:<atiun of a Bril!a,Je Staff to help them, performed the duties of Divisional 
l'tatf to a force larger thnn a clivi,!on. scattered over a wide area, to my entire 
~·,ti:<faction. My thanks are also 1lue to His Highness the Maharaja of Cooch 
Behar, G.C.J.E., Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel, 6th Bengal Cavalry, who 
accompnniccl me throughout as Orderly Uftieer, ami to Briga,Je-Surgcon-Lieu• 
tcnant-Cull)nd \\'. H. ~lurphy. U.~.O., Indian )[edical ~ef\'·ice, Capt:lin 
C. F. T. Murra)·, i'taff Corps, Commissariat Department, :uul Captnin P. H. 
ltng-ers, Yorkshire J,ig'ht Infantry, Transport Offieer, who or.!.mni:;cd their 
rc,pectil'e tlctJ:trtments under circumstances of exceptional difficulty, 

I wish nl:<o to favourably metition the following Officers :-Colonel W. W. 
Lawrence, Hnynl Irish Regiment, Commanding- the Column. Lieutenant· 
Colonc•l E. A. Traver~, C1 mmanding the l-2ucl Gurkhas. Lieutenant-Colonel 
C. l'ulley, Commanding the 1-ilrd Gurkha~. Lieutenant-Colonel J. Haughton, 
:ltith 1'-ikh~, Commanding on the Samana, Licucennnt-Colonel R. R. ~. ~turt, 
Comtmmdin.2 tl1c 2ncl l'uuJab Infantry. ~hjor B. ,J. C. Doran, Ro~·al lrbh 
lkgiment, t'tn1I Otlieer to the Column. Captain J. L. Parker, R.A., Com
mawling ~o. 2 (Dcr:.jat) Mountain IIHttcry. Captain J. G. Robinson, l-2nd 
Uurkha~, for cuolllc>'S aud g-al!:mtry on the ocea~ion of the rear-guard action, 
12th in,t;mt. Lieutenant A. U. 8. Elsmie, A•ljutaut, 2ncl Punjab Infantry, 
f(•r coolne's disl>laye•l in assh;tiug to brin~ in the camels on the night of 
lt.l2th in;.tant. Lieutenant G. W. :M. We8t, 1·3rd Gurkhas, for conspicuous 
yallantry on the occa~inn of the rear-guarcl action, ll-12th instant. Jemadar 
Hamkbir Uuruu.~. 1-:lrd t)nrkhas, for conspicuous gallantry on the occasion of 
the rear-guard action, ll·l2th instant, 

I am abo i!lllebtc,J to llr. D. Donald, Comm:mdant, Border Militia Police, 
wl10,;e nnrirallecl knowledge of the country and peovle has been of the great;. 
e,t sel'\'iee to me. 

THE ATTACK ON !I!.DDA, 

)fajnr-Gencral Yeatman-Biggs, writing from Fort Lockhart on the 30th 
8epten,IJ...r, says:-

1 have the htnour to report, for the information of His Excellency the 
(\mnnanclcr·in-l'ldcf in India, that the camp at :Sa•hla was attacked on the 
ni('ht of the 16th awl 17th :September. 

l'<llond G. L. R. Richardson, C.I.E., Commanding the Flying Column, had 
e,tabli>hl~l him!ll:lf in a well-intrenched camp and high ground orerlookin" 
1-'aJ,\a, Ab,,ut 10-10 P.M. on the 16th, a ltullkar, consisting of .Massuzais and 
t'h1mk.annis, numbering about 2,0ltll, collected in the Khurmandarra and 
attack...J a I•il'kct of the 5th Punjab Infantry about a hundred yards outside 
tl1e 60uth~tst corner of the camp. The picket had to aba.ndun their sangal' 
and retire into c·amp, lo>ing the Harildar in 60 doing. The moon was obscured 
I•)' l•a&•in)!' cloud!>, and the noise of the water rushing in the 1ndlak prevented 
tht: patrulo of the iith Punjab Infantry and l-jth Gurkhas hearing or seeing 
the 3l•l'ruadllug cnt:my. 

The en,•my's atta.:k was pushed to within twenty.or thirty jilrlls of the 
~hl!lc wall wah wlw.:h the camp was surroun,lcd with a e;rtain amount of 
re ... ,Jut h>ll up t" 1nidui;;ht, after which it 6lJ.c.:keneJ off cousicleraLly. In no 
e.a~ ,lid t!u! ~~u.•my t'ome to du;;e quarters, tlJough twtJ standards were brought 
up to wttllln 11tty ~·ards of the camp, They seemed to ba.Ye lost heart at the 
l.d wow~ut m the fAc.:e of the steady fire w!Jich was Lrou.,tt to Ltar on d.eLU. 
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The expenditure of ammunition ~~as as follows:

lOth Sikhs ... 
l~>th Punjab Infantry 
1-iith Gw·khas ... 

Total 

The usual casualty returns have been already forwarded. 

FURTHER OPERATIO~S ON THE SAl!A~A. 

Ronnlls. 
ii2.i 

... 1,2110 
37:1 

... 2,098 

On the same day Major-General Yeatm~n-Biggs reported:-
1 have the honour to report that on the 21th August 1:\~t, a large gathrring 

of Orakzai appeared on the Samana Suk, and heavy firing was heard in the 
direction of Shinawari, which w.:~s held by the Border Police. This was 
reported to me at Kohat. 

Reconnaissances were made from Gulistan towards the Sn.mana Suk, and 
from Hangu to Shinawari. 

The enemy was found to be about 4,000 in number, strongly poste•l on the 
8amana Suk, In this reconnaissance, I re~ct to say Lieutenant A. K. Blair, 
3tith Sikhs, was wounded in the chest. Reinforcements were sent from Fort 
Lockhart, but soon after their arrival at Gulbtan information was received 
that the enemy's la.,hkrtr was ass~mbling to the east of Fort Lockhart, so 
Lieutenant-Colonel Haughton, 36th Sikhs, Commanding on the Samana, decid
ed to return to Fort Lockhart. 

The Officer Commanding the reconnaissance m:\lle by a S!Jnadron of the 
18th Bengal L:mcers to Shinawari, retumed the s:1me day to Han,gu, an<l re
ported all well. This was the second reconmiss.mce made from Hangu to 
tihinawari (a diiJtance of over twenty mile;) within the last few days. 

The following day the enemy were di,;covered to be holrling the Cha~u 
Kot.al as well as ti1e Samana Suk on the w~st of the Samana Range, and the 
Sarmela spur on the east end of the rang•!, and during the day they burnt the 
posts of Uogra and Tsalai, which had been evacuated by the Border l'olicc. 

In order to anticip1te the enemy, should a seconll attack be made on 
Shinawari, I ordered two comp:mies of Gurkhas to march to reinforce the 
garrison there. One squadron of cavalry accomp1nied them, with orders to 
return to Hangu as soon as the Gurkhas had reached tKe po:;t. Reliable 
reports were received on the morning of the 29th Au.~•1Ht that Shinawari ha1l 
been evacuated by the Border Police, anll the post burnt by the triiJe~men the 
previous evening, so the troops en route to reinforce the garrison, wer~ rccallcrl. 

TheOrakzai hel1l a .iirglllt thisrhy, antl rlecitled thnt the Ali Khcl, ~Iamuzai, 
Alsherzai anll Aka. Khel shoulrl attack Uulistan on Friday, !'ept.,mber 3nl, 
whibt the llishti, ~hcikhan, llalla Khel and. Rabia Khcl attacked Hangu, 

Durin,g the night of the 2~th the post .of San.:;ar w:t.~ fired into, and .a sepoy 
of the Border Police deoerted from tilt! adJacent post of Dh:~r w1th Ill.'! rille and 
ammunition. This post W<Lil theref()re rei.nt()rcetl by one Sative Oltkcr anti 37 
Eiepoys of the 2tith ~ikhs, so taat all posts on the ::iamana should. IJe hell! by 
l:iikhs. 

(The ~hree fvllo}fing days the enemy remained on the east and we,t end3 
of tho ::iaman."', but made no further move. 

On the 3rd "september a bhi1ti from Dhar wa~ mnrdcrerl by the enemy, 
• and his three mules stolef1. llr. D. Donald, Commantlant of the Border p(,JJ•:e, 
pr~ed to Dhar ~1 make inr1uiries iuto the circulll:>tauces, and he and l11s 
t>JCOrt were fired on. 
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As' the trihe~men were reportcrl to be advancing on Gnli~tan and Saragheri 
in force, th~..e po~ts were reiaforeed from l:'ort Lockhart. Tmmr<ls evenin!? th
encmy, in con•i•lcrable forr·e, took up a position in and about Picquet Hill 400 
yards we>t of GuliEtan, and~~ fire to the then hedge which had been placed 
as an ob,;tade a few yanls outside the horn-work of the place. The fire was 
extin;,'llbhed by voluut~ers, whose names have been brou!?ht to notice by me 
in a t;eparatc letter.· At 8 P.M. the bonfire, which had been previou-;ly pre
[ oared between the boru-wnrk and Pic<tuet Hill, was lit by volunteers, whose 
names l1ave alNJ been mentioned in the dc.;;vatch of the 21st ::icptember, 

The enemy kept up a hot fire until midp.ight when they retired. 

Lieutenant-Colonel J. Haughton and Lieutenant and Adjutant R. C. Munn, 
of the 36th :-iikhs, strove hard, with their little handful of men from Fort Lock
hart, t•l 8Uccour the many small posts scattered over the 8aruan.a Hauge that 
were be;ct on all sides Ly overwhelming numbers of the enemy, 

The expcn.Iiture of ammunition between the 2ith August and the 3rd 
September on the Samaua WM-

!tiRes ... 
Rounds expended 

410 
3,6t9 

I h:wc not considcrc<l it necessary to attach any sketch, as the whole ground 
is so well kuowu, and has already been mapped by the :Survey DcJ!artmcnt, 
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APPENDIX VII. 

THE TlRAH DESPATCHES. 

THE following notification and despatch are taken from the Ga:ettc of !ll(lia :-

The right Hon'ble the Governor-General in Council is plenserl to direct the 
publication of the subjoined letter from the Adjutant-General in India, sub· 
mitting a despatch from General Sir W. S. A. Lockhart, K.C.B., K.C.S.I., 
describing the operations of the Tirah Expeditionary Force, from the 18th to 
the 31st October 1897, 

His Excellency the G<'lvernor-General in Council concurs with his Excel· 
Ieney the Commander-in-Chief in his appreciation of the ability and jU!lgment 
shown by General Sir William Lockhart in the conduct of the operations 
recorded in his despatch, and also of the gallant and ~oldierly behaviour of the 
Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and men under his command. 

His Excellency in Council, while deeply regretting the loss of life which 
OC('Urred in the attack on the heights of Dargai on the 20th October, 1897, 
fully shares in the admiration expresoCII by the Commander-in-Chief of the 
gallantry di~played by both Officers and men on that occasion. 

In the assaults on the F:ampnghn nnrl Arhang-11. Pn~,c~, the skil£ul fliRpoRi
tions of the General Gommanding and the excellent qualities diRplayed by the 
troops enabled these strong positions to be won with comparatively little loss. 

THE COliYA..~ER·I:s'·CHIEF'S COl!MEN'l'; 

Major-General G. de C. Morton, C. B., Adjutant-General in Indin, in for· 
'\Yarding the despatch to the Secretary to the Government of India, llilitary 
Department, said: 

I have the honour, by dirt>ction of the Commander-in-Chief, to forward 
for the information of the Government of India, the accompanying despatch 
from General Sir W. S. A. Lockhart, K.C.B., K.CJI I., describing the opera· 
tionR of the Tirah Expeditionary Force from the 18th to the 31st October, 
1897. 

2. The general object of the expedition was to exact reparation for the 
unprovoke~l ag,qression of the Afridi and Orakzai tribes on the Peshawnr and 
Kohat boT;Jierers, in Qttacking our frontier poRtio;, and for the damage to life and 
propt>rty whieh ha(l thus been in'flicted on Britiilh subjects and on tho'le in the 
Briti,;h service. "The de,-pntch now submitted shows the mensures which were 
taken hv General f'ir Wdliam Lockhart to cam out the orders of the Govern
ment odlndia and to enter Tirah, a. country which until now has never been 
iml.tled by a Britfoh force. 
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3.' The inciclent9 which occurre•l between the 18th anrl20th October, and 
"'l,ich immecliatl'l~·l•re<·eded the ccmccntrttion of both di~i:>ioos of tl~e force at 
Kl&au;mrlJUr, in the Kl:anki \"alley, are detailed in the tle~patch. W1th regard 
to !•al'<l).'r:ll•h 21 thtre.,f t!Je C<JtuJ~aucler·i~-q,icf_a~'Tees with l:'ir William Loc~· 
bart that a flanking •leJJJOll,tratlllll eomLmei.l With a frontal attack would m 
nllprolJability ha\·c-enaLiecl the Darg-ai heights to ha~e been taken at l~s loss 
of life. but he is conticlcnt thatthe Go~ernment of India will share his admira· 
tiun uf the di,;tingui,;hecl g-allantry anrl the marked devotion to duty e~inced by 
all ranks in lll•oailing that ditticult )!Osition, defended as it was by a resolute 
nwl well armed enemy, 

4, The mea~ures suhoe1ucntly t.lkcn by Sir William Lockhart to force 
. the Sampagha and Arhanga Pas.-es, where it had been anticipated the greatest 

re>istauce would lJe met, were thoroug"hly succ~.;ful, nud to their skilful eon· 
ccptinn an•l the cmt•lo~·mcnt of concentrated artillery fire may be ascribed the 
su1allloss of life that characterised hoth opcratiNts. 

• 5. His Ex~'dlcu~v eordiallv endorses the remarks which the General 
Officer CommatHling the Furce m~kes re.~ranlmg the Lc:..tariour of the troops 
eul!a\!cd in thc,;c operations, and he tlc,;ires to recommen•l for the fnouraule 
cou,icleratic.•n of (:oremmeut tile t.li,;tin6ui,he,l scrric·~s of llcucral ::'it· William 
L<wkhart, and of the Officer~ X on-Commissioned Officers, and men mentioned 
Ly him in the despatch. 

·SIR WILLIAM LOCKHART'S DESPATCH. 

The de•patch from General Sir W. S, A. lo<·khart, to the Adjutant· 
(h'ncml in Judi~, is d:~tcd H~d-qur~rtcrs. Tir:th Expeditionary force, Camp 
JJwatoi, the l!th Dcccmhcr 18~i. It is as follows:-

In compliance with the instructions conveyed in your letter Xo. 223S-F., 
d1ted the 20th Xo~emher, 1897, I have the honour to submit, for the informa· 
tion of His Excellency the C<>mmandcr-in·Chief in lntlia, the following account 
of the operations of the force under my command from the 18th to the 31st 
Octohcr, 18!!7, 

2. On October 16th, the 2nJ Di~ision of the lfain Column had con
centrated at Shinawari, with the exception of the 

•so. 0 ":lloun•ain Battery troops occupying the Sama~ta ritlge ne.:u Forts 
n.&., 1st l.latt~<hon,_ .!\or· Lockhart and Gulistan* · the l>t Di~hon was 
thampton~bu-e Hegtment, • • 
:llltb lltlobs. • expected to assemble at the S.'ime J•l:ll'..e on the 19th; 

and I con><'quently issued or,lers for the march of 
tbe llaiu C\•lumn on the 20th and following days from Shinawari to Khorappa, 
eac·h corps hcing directed to leave behind it~ tents and heavy luggage 
un.t.·r char~ of a re;:imental guard. ~Ieanwh1le the road from the Chagru 
1\c•tal tuwar<ls Khorappa was being impro~ed by military and hired Ia Lour 
'll"t•rkiug urulc:r the t•rtlteetion of eon~ring partie,;, It_ was rcporterL howen:r: 
tl.at tlte tr••lJ•S and labourers thus em1.~loyed were bemg so molesreJ by the 
tu~my·• oh<lfJ"ho.:•tcrs who oecupied the hcil!hts to the we,;t of the Ch.:tgru de
tile. e'f>t><:lally by those li~ing in a small ,·illa;,'"C called Dargai, aLout 1);()0 
yar.ls to tbe left (If the road shortly nftcr it cro:'-..-..:s the crest of the pa5S, that 
tiH~ illlJ•NI"t·meut of the road C•)ult! not be contiuued until the hei)?hts had been 
dvan~t. wl.ilc two tbys' work was said to be ne<-e~try to render the road 
~urtivieutly ,:•••I for the pa~-;;1~ of !&den tran~l~)rt animal~. It was furtller re
!••rt~cl that ll•l wat<"t wa;; ol>tain.:tlAc in the immediate ~ieinity of ~.rgai, the 
illlml,itant• ;:t"tt ill;? watl'r from the val[(-y below to the we;;t, \here there were 
k:lt·ral r•eh .-\.Ll.hd nlla;:~s and a numkr vf cattle • . . 

3. I tL,·rd .. r~ <ktcrn,in•··l to ntt.lek an.! cll'•tr···y tl.e ~illa~e (•f Ihr~i 
"J,;[c.: l·y a »lul.lltauwu• llallli.iu~ tllvl·cm~l•t I t><::iz~..t the ll:.;ut~ ol·criwlJug 



the nlley to the west. and clt':lrol oot the lower tilb~ rdem.-..1 to· nbol'e, 
J.lthon::b I W:l.l! aware (If a h•:--t;Ie ~• herinco! in the Khanki Yallt•t, the inf••rm· 
ation I ha.i ret'ein ... l thron:h n.1tite channel~ !1.'<1 me to belie,-~ that the 
Orabai, ()tber than the AJ:khel "f"l'tion of that tribe. tli.l n••t inten.l !'erio)\l<ly 
to (l!•r(.>S(! m;t' a.l'l"anee until I had re.11:hl.'<l Khi'l':lPP·'"~· :~n.l that the .Hritlii! 
were t~'O bu~ly en~':l.>t'\l in f••rt;fyin; the :':lDll~::ha an.l Arha.n:;a Pa~ to be 
able to a...,;ist the Onbai in any ronsi.krable ::tr\:n~"th. 

4. Dur':~z my s-tay I:'D the 5am:ma, 1L\j.•r..(.~en.;-ral Yc:~trn:m-ni;:"..:" hl 
~n in in,I:t!en:>nt he:1l:~. an,) thou.:h he w.1:> able !•) m••'~"e to :'hin.\W:Iri ••n 
0\:t(lber the l;th. wh:l~ the tr•:oo•t·:i to be emJ•l"Y'-"1 \\We .!rawn alm • .-t exdu· 
llivel;r fl'l:om the :?n.l Itivi,o;.,n. I tlwn;ht it l'l.'t!d I•) ~i·:lre him tl;e f:lti_..,le nf 
r-•n,IJ·~tin; the or ... r.lti.•n~ 1!.:-si::n;;-.1 t•) de.u the l"'<~•l an•IJ•nnbh the .\iikhd• •• 
Tbe;.e oroer:uion$ I a.."'•r•Liuly entrn't.:'-1 l•) Licuten:\nHh:neml :O:ir A. P. 
Palmer, (\•mtn.'ln.ling the Liue ('( (\•mrnunicatit>n, 

s. The fr.•nt att;\Ck (Ill Dar;-':li w~~ dir>~'t<'\l bv nri~.,·licr-G('lleral We>"t
mae.:l4:t, C. B., 11.:'.0~ who) ba•i t:le f,,ll.min; lri"P~ )•lW<'1111t his •li•t•••:ll : ... 
:So. ,j (S.omb.1y) ~f.)unt.lin R1ttery. R·•:kt't 1\:ne~m~nt. r~)y;\l Artillery, 
2n·1 llattalicon Kio;'s Own :'..-..•tti,.h &'1\lereN, ht llMtali••n 3ro.l liurkh:l Ritle~. 

The lf:lin ('.-,Jnmn emr.k•ye<1 {Ill the f:IDkin:?m••wment W~~ ("((lllffi:ID•le,ll•y 
Bri;:a.l:.:r..(.it'nenl 1\em:"j•ter. D.~.t1~ nn.l ("((O•i•tc"l (I( the f·•il••'rin.!' rroo)(•'> :
:So, S :u.:ountJin lhttay R.>y.ll .\rtiilt-ry, lho~hine linn I\·tat'hm•:nt. lt:ith 
Lan<.X·l"', l•t ll:Hta!:.:.n I~··r'<l't•hire P.t•.f.meht,l•t l::Ht.lli·•n G•·rol·•n Hi~bbn-l~N. 
ht l:attaE,.n :?n,J tiur;.;h:J Hi~('i. ).ith :-:kh:l. :s ... 4 l'••mp.my )Liol~.:~ :':11 f«·N 

:m.l .Miner;;, ~"1ut,: of the :itll Gutkila I:::!.:~ Th:; ,.._.tumn W;ls a,_,_,,UI!••l~oic•l 
by Lientenant-l_it·n~ral :'ir .A. P. P:ilmer, K.C.B., with an e5<:ort l'f one 
romr.any (1{ the 3rtl ~;1;1,~, 

1\ri;.':l,l!l'r-Gen,..ral Kcmp;.;tds Column k~t :::hin~w:~ri at ~-:!0 A.lr" nn•l 
P.ric.,,Jier~ I('OCI':\1 Wt-..tm1(,·•!t'~ at 5 .\.lf. ftn th·~ bn~r m•·hin·.!' th~ Ch.l~'Tll 
KNal at S..Ji) A.ll., it W.H i··ine.! l·v x.). 9 ~I··unt:lin 1\:\ttt>rT J:,.nJ Artill~n·, 
lln•l the l•t I:att:L .. n :S(Irtb:-~mp•·n•bire ll~f.mo:ut fro•m F;•rt L··kh:m. ..\t 
9 ..t. . .v. t:!e att:1ck wa; Ct~lllllt:U•.,_,J. t':e l•t J!att;,l;._on :lr.J tjnrkl.a.;; l(~ldin!. with 
the h·l Kltt.li:O·n Kin:·~ (lwn :'q•tti•) 1·. l'll·:rel" in•tq•["'rt an• I the bt 1\:ttt.\• 
L.:on X••rt: .. 1mJ•l••n-:,;re f:,•.f.m··nt in JC-...•ne. At t:te S:llllC time a W••rkin; 
r·~rty un l··r L:o::utemnt-Cvl<>nd .J. W. n,nrburn. C··mm:lrtolin.t R··~-.11 En-1no'\'l"\, 
L!n·~ •·f f·•mmuni•:at~·n. Ct'>n·i-r:nz "f thc> 21-t ~h.im~ l'i··net:r•. the :'immr 
lm1oerial ~n·ic~ :'aprocr;;, an· I the hireJ lalX•U.."':N, wa.s IJ!b!''"' furwar•l bt:y•)n•l 
the l.tdl to imJ•ti)Te tLe rt(),J. 

6. ne a•h:m"C of tbe trfi(lr·~. which W':l~ C~:werell·r ~.). 9 ~r ... nnta(n P.at
terr P.c·nl .A.!ii::.,rv an. I :Sol, 5 ( ~;.:.ml<~T) li.:o~mt;\in Hatrerv. '11".1~ tlt''t"'"'Hi:v 
Fk•~. the ,J,1"-"" ~x:;iq c:1tremdy i'tt...:p 'an·l af,,..d:uz Lut i.tt!e ('owo:·r. The 
en.:·mv at liN k·•··t u:1 a Ti:••l'•ll:! fire f~('lll r::e 'll':lllt'ltt-rr:v~i':'! an.l r••:k~ in 
fl'l•nt • c·f t:1e T:ll;~"''- ·but ;;!u·l!'tly lxf••re n•••n, wlt.-n ti.e tbuk'n:.! mo·n·mcnt 
k!:\D w •kr~k·:oe an• I the tr!rx:;.m;:n·s l:n"! "f r,·ne-.lt '11-,,~ tltrt:.lt~n,-..1, tbe 
C>t·l"";t!••ll ,.;_ld,:;n.;.l :m•l tl:e [•·"'it:••n W.'\3 C:lrr!c,ll•y :\ Cl•lllJ•:IllJ' f•f t!.e 3rJ 
liurk:,as U!l•ld lf.•i••r }:,·,.:,:, Abc.ut :!'J (If tlle en.;-my·s •\.::aol w.~re l~ft on the 
l,"l'':·UU·~ a ~ure iu..lle-at:••n (of the ht:ary ko;$ whkh haol lx-tn ili:Lct.:'-.1. 

";. :llc1ll'll"0.!le tbe ~f:.:n f,:oiumn lta•1 Dlo•'I"•C.I in a n••rtll·11·.:-..tl'r!Tol:~t!on, 
a:@! 11o rnek 'll':.i.:h 1~-..!lo:-tn !'>;[•oftol a;; f'M•?t!•o\i.lc f,.r h1:.:a.:'.' :u;:m:\1•. At 
t! . .: t'fth ru.lc. !J .. w.;£.:r, t:".e r••:·l w.1.;; f·•U:i·l t•) l·~ im:o:l•-.il.ol.: f··r m·;k ..... nn.l 
:S.:~ 8 l! •Jut.1in J; ,:~.::ry I: .. yll .\r<::.:r~· w:: 11 ~.11 l~ •• !,n animal• b.l t.) I.e 
(IT•!.:r.:•ll~o:k t•' :;;:.::, .• w .• ri (..,.,·.r.~lt_,\' t .e 1-t P.~t: .• :: .. n b·r-.:t·~'r·~ I:•·:::n.:·'tt 
an· It'll\) ro·.:ur af.:.:.;; •·f t':" l.'i:a !':J.:tS: L;e ~:n..:n.!•:r Ct•n(nnt'l th~:r m:u~\ 
J.:,) h¥" t!,e li.urk!:3 >o:-o;,•ll'.•, :\ f,,w r.f t~1e (·!li:mt·~ n~u··km•:n ririnc' at tl·,~ 
:h-''"·';.,_.;11; If(•·!• aDJ 'lfi:un.i:IJ; nrv rd.-Ilk~ (J( ti.e ) .. t l:;~lf.Jllull :?nJ 
Cwlli~ 



At 11 A.ll., helin~rapbic communication was established with Brig:ldier• 
(:eneral Westmacott's Column, and sh~·tly before noon the 1st Battalion ~~d 
Gurkhas, which was leading, reacherl a commanding position at Khand Talao, 
about two and a half miles west of Dargai.,thus causing the tribc,;mcn has~tly 
tiJ evacuate that \'illa;re as well as the villages in the valley below. Durmg 
their retirement the enemy, estimated to number some 8t)0 men, came under 
the fire of the ht Battalion 2itd Gurkhas, and suffered considerable loss. 

8. At thi~ point., o1vin;r to the great difficultic~ of the road, the ?[ain 
Column had to be halted to allow of the Gordon Hh!hlawlcrs awl }.jth !'tkhs 
chdn;; up, an(! also to COI'er the return to camp at ~hinawari of the mountain 
'batten• and it~ escort. At 2·30 P.M. the concentration ha(l been completed, 
and tlie Main Column beg-an to move towards Dargai in order to join Briga· 
dier-Ucneral We>tmacotfs force, which in the meantime had destroyed that 
villuge. The path was extremely difficult, and in Mme places precipitous, so 
that prngre~s was ~low, and it was foun(l impo,;sible to reach villages below 
llargai which it had been intended to deal with, and near which the water· 
~upply to Dar)..'ai wa~ ~ituated, The track to the water was afterwards found 
to be about three miles in length, S•) commanded from the adjacent heights 
that water could not have been obtained in the presence of an enemy unless 
these heights as well as Da1·gai itself had been held. 

9. At this time a hostile force, numbering about 4,000 men, was observed 
adl'ancing from tlte Kh:mki Valley up the N'arik Dnl'l'a towards Kh:md Talao, 
while another body of the enemy began to ascend the Dargai heii!hts from the 
"'lmc llit'l'Ction .. It was clear, therefore, that the gathering· of tribesmen ne.1r 
1\h(Jrapt•:l, havin~ heard the &mtHl of the guns earlier in the day, had resolved 
to reinforce the Alikhcls who hnd jw:t been driven out of Dargai and the 
lll'i;Ihbouri11~ rilla~!c~. But before the enemy could come within fighting dis· 
tanel', the junction lwtween the two columns had been cfl'cctcd, the l.)th :likhs 
corerin~ the climb of Ilri.~adicr-Gencml Kempster's Column along the ru)!'ged 
lHithde~eribe<l ah(we auJ the retirement of the Sikhs being in turn coyered by 
the Gord(m Highlanders and two companies of the King's Own Scottish Bor· 
dercr~, who took up a strong position just below the village of Darg-ai, 

While this was l!•1ing on, Rriga(licr-Gcneral Westmacott began his with
drawal to the Cha.:.'Tu Kotal, haling first po>ted N'o. 5 (Bombay) ~fountain 
Hattery ne.w the kota/ it,;elf, and sent Xo. 9 liountain Battery Royal Artillery 
with the J,;t lhttalinn :Korth:lllll'tonshire Regiment to a position on the Samaua 
~uk, wbkh ti:mked the road from Dar:.,rai to the crest cj. the pass. The enemy 
J•l't'"iug on, a hot Cll)..'lli!Clllcnt en.;ue(l between them and the re1r-guanl, 
o11r J.!Uil~ making ('Xcdleut t•racticc, and the Gordon Higbl:nHlers with the two 
('Oilll':lllks of th•• Kin go's Own Scotti~h Honlerers steaJily holdin)!' their b"''OUn<l 
an•l ch(~·kin.:r the adl'ance of the tribc,;mrn. The he.1vy lo;:s indicted on the 
etwmy call"-'' I them to h1,;e heart, no reply being- made io a tinall'ollcy tired bv 
the reaf·j!ll:lf<laiJout 7 P.Y., after whkh the withdrawal to the Cha~"''U Kot~l 
:Hul thenee tn ::;hinawari was entirely unmole>ted. Camp was reached by the 
rear-guard at 11 P.M. 

10. Licutemnt-General ~ir A. P. Palmer has commented most favour. 
alJiy on the >te:~dine,;~ and j!".\llantry of the troops enga:::e(l on Oetober the l~th, 
nud ha> br"u:Iht to mr ~t·edalnoti•-e the ><:r•iees of the fvllowiug Officers" ith 
Hri~"<~<lier-lletwral \h•sttu:wott's Cnlumn :-~I:1jor H. Hose. 1st Battalion 3rd 
Uurl..h:h•: C:q•t:tin A. l'. U:\tem:m-Champain, 2wl Battalil>ll 2n,( Gurkhail; and 
I.i .. ut,·ll:lllt W. li, L. 1\t•ynon, ll. S. O .. J,t lkltt:tlion3rd l1urkha~, wbo led tbe 
attack on liar.::ti, Al ... l t':lj•tain 'f. G. )JaeL:\rt:n, C.lj•tain D. H. :'laden, C:11•tain 
A. E. )hi:!, l.ielll\'ll:&llt H. F. l'ii•e-\\'ulfcN:m and 2nd Lieutenaut T. H, 
~eye' ,,f tl•e :?1"1 1\atl:llil•ll Kin:z's Owu :-t·<•tti-h 1\or.tc:.cr,;, who \~ere engn,;cd 
1n >-lll'l'''rtlll)! tl.~ att:tck all<l eur~rin6 tl1c witlnlrawal, • 

\\'1rh Hri;..':Hlivr-liclll'r:tll\l·ml·'td;: Column-• t tl 

l.i .. utcuaut-l\,luud 11. H. llatilia;;, C.ll., ht Battalion Gor,ll•n.High· 
LuHkr,;, • 
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Lieuten:mt-C'olonel H. A. Abbott, 15th Sikhs. 
t Licutennnt-C'"loucl E. A. Tra,·cr,( 1st Battalion 2n•l Gnrkhn~. 

C<ll'tain I. Phillip~. 1st Battalion 5th Gurkha~. llcputy·A~istant .-\,Jjutant 
and (,!uarterma.ster-(iencral, Line (If Communicatinn, 

Captain F. G. Lueas an.l Lieutenant the Hon'blc C. G. Bntee, 5th Gurkha?, 
who were in char!!e of the Gurkha scout;;, 

No. 2%7, Private W, Rennie, l;;t Battalion Qor,Jon llighlantlcrs, who shot 
down four of the enemy at very close quarters. · 

II. The casualties on October 1$th comprised- . 
lllajor R. D. Jennin~>S-Bramly, lst Battalion Gor<lon Highlan•lcr~, killc•l. 
Lieutenant ~I. L. l'ears, l:<t Battalion :::cotti~h Ritlcs, attached to the 

Gordon Highl.mtlers, se\'erel.v wonn.letl. 
Br·itish Non-Commi'-•ioued Otlicers and men :-killcd2, wounded 10. 
Nati,·e ranks :-killed 6, wounded 21. 
F ottowers : -wounded 3. 

12. I am much indebted to Lieutenant-General Sir A. P. Palmer antl 
Brig-adier-Generals We:;tmacott and Kempster for the skilful manner in which 
the troops were handled and the operation described above brought to a sati:r 
factory conclusion. 

13. Haring watched the action from the Samana Suk until DnrQ'::Ii hajl 
been capture·! and the two columns had esl:lbli•hed communication with each 
other, I returned to :Fort Lockhart, where at 5 P.Y. I receive- I a heliogTam 
from Lieutenant-General :::irA. r. Palmer, informing me that the object of the 
reconnais.>:lnce hajl been attained, an•l that the troops were returning to Sllinawari. 
I acrortlinglv tlirecte.l the General Officer Commanding the 2njl Divi,ion to 
continue -iork on the road the next day, under the protcc:tion of two b~1ttalions 
and a mountain battery. .U 11 A.ll. on O<:tob~r l!Jth, a helio.;:rarn was 
received from Major-General Ye:1tman-Big~rs, reporting that the troops of his 
division had re:\chetl C<'lmp so late on the previous evening- that he thoug-ht it 
better not to employ them in the manner indicated, e;;pccially Man advance 
to Khorappa had to be made the next day. I regret that my orders were not 
rorrie•l out e¥en at th€ ri>k of fati~ing the troops, as the r•rc;.cnce of a f,,rce on 
the Cha~'l'U 1\otal mhtht ha\'e deterred the •:nemy from rc-occnt•ying llar~'rli, 
ami in any case would have enabletl the road to be further imJ•tO~ietl. llut the 
hclioi,'l'aoo reached me too late to allow of the · Cllll•loymcut of the working 
party, which otherwise ~night have been CO\'ered by troot•S detailed from the 
lst Divbion, 

U. On October 1~th the Dargai heights were ob<;erve•l. ,Juring the 1L1y 
from the Samana ridge, but there was no sil,(n of a formi.lable gathcriug, 
nlthough a few tribesnkn were seen mo1·ing about near the l'illagc. 

15. Late on the even in~ oft he 19th I re~i\'etl a telegram fr,)m !'hinawari, 
reporting that llargai an<! the atljat:ent heil!ht~ were J,dien·•l to be mnn!!ly 
held bv the enemv, and that the General Otficcr C••mm~n·liu~ the 21111 Divi· 
sion p'rot"~l to adnnce the next lby to Khorappa ri1i Fort Guli-tan. the 
8am;~na Suk, an.i the T:;alai spur. in,teatl of tkown the Cha1,!TU <letile. For rea•nn~ 
which nee.! n•)t here be detailt~L I wa;; unable to act'Cl•t tbis ~UL':!I'•tion 
an•l in rep!~· de;;ired ~Iajor-General Yeatman- Hi~~"~ to ajll,cre to the nri~inal 
pbn of movement. I remarked that wh1le it woul•l be nece••.ary to cle;tr the 
Dar:t.li hd::htil o¥erlo•·kinz the road to the "West. th~ enemy would r•rt•h:,l,ly 
retire as ,...;,n as tro••!•S had been pushe•l on to the r·oint wh~rc t!1e :Sarik liarrn 
joins tl:e ClliL'Tll tletibas the ent:my·~ rear w.-.ul.l ~hll;; be threarcne•l_; :mol to 
a.•si~t him in the v•intal attlCK, 1 f•bted at hi~ th•J'<••al tWo) battalion< an<J 
(I!IC mc•Untain batterY from the bt Di>i'-k•n. I at,.) inform(•] him that No.9 
·'lc)U!Itain Batter\' 1::,\'al JJtdl.-r¥. anol the )<t f\attaliun :Surth:mll•lon,;hire 
f.e;imeut would ·be dircctc•l to (;K•[•CT:lte from F•:.rt LIJO:khart, t,y taking np 
a l-o:;iCon on tue 8anhlll :iuk Ot-•!:":,;;ite Dargni at 7 A,ll, 
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lll. On 01'tobcr 20th the troopR o~ the 2nd Diti~ion, as detnilcd belop • 
mote< In~ dircc•lr<l. the ach·ance ~ruard lea tin!! cnmp at Shinawari nt (.31) A.M. 
nne! rrnching the Chntrru Kot:1l nt A A.M. At the lntter hour the l>t Battalion 
Northnmpton~hire Regiment nnd No. 9 :Mt"ttmtain Rntt~r.v Royal Artillery were 
in pMit ion on the Ramana Suk. The troops detailed from the l ~t Divi~ion 
to ~~~~ist in the a,]vanl'e of the 2nd Divi~ion were No. 1 (Kohat) Mountain 
Battery, the 2nd Battalion rfcrbyshire Regiment and the 3rd Sikhs, · 

The 3r<i Briw.ule under Brigaclicr·Gcncrnl Kemp~ter beg-nn. its nttnrk on the 
Dnr.r.rni height~ at 10 A.M., by a concentrated artillery fire from No.8 Mountain 
Battery Royal Artillery, nnd No. 1. (Kohntl and No. ti (Bombay) :\fountain 
JlattericR, thE'~C being posted sli~rhtl,v in ndvance of the kotal, No.9 Mountnin 
Bntterv Rovnl Artillcr:v, assisted bv ~hcllinf! the enemv's 1anqara from the 
Raman':t Rnk. The attack was led by the 1st Battalion 2n<i Gurkhas, supported 
by the M Battnlion Dor~tshire Regiment. The 2nd Rattnlion Derbyshire 
Regiment ,was in rescrre, followed by the 1st Battalion Gordon Highlanders. 

Bv 11-30 A.M. the above force was in formation, under cover, in re.1diness 
to rapture the hri~rht~, but when the 2nd Gurkha~. accompanied bv the 
Gurkha 8Couts of the lst Battalivn :lrd Gurkha~. made their first rn~h ncro~s the 
oprn, thPy wrre met by ~ncb a hot nnd well-aimed fire thnt nil they could clo 
,.,.a~ to hold on to the position they had reached, without being able to ad ranee 
further. 

At 2 r.M .. the Dor~et~hire Regiment was ordrrcd to storm the enemy's 
cntrenchmrnts. but. though a few men "-'ere able to f,!'et ncro~s the fire-swept 
zone. an advance hryontl the line held by the 2nd Gurkhas was reported by 
the Commnn<ling Officer to be impraeticable, owing to the large number of 
trihr~men lining the edg-e of Dnrf!ai plat~u nnd the steepness of the slope 
l<•n.Jinf! up to it. The General Officer Commanding the 2nd Division accord
inglyordt•rcd Rrif!ndier-Genera.l Kempstrr to move up the Gordon Highlanders 
nne! the llrd Rikhs, the former regiment. being replaced on the lower spur which 
it hnd hitherto occupied by the Jhind Imperial Service Infantry. The Gordon 

· Hi,l!'hlanders went ~trnig-ht up the hill without. check or hesitation, Headed by 
their pip(•rs nncl led by Lieutennnt.Colonel Mathia~. C. B., with Major Macbean 
on hi~ right. ancl J,ientcnant A. F. Gordon on his left, this splendid battalion 
mardwd arrMs the open. It da~hed through a murderous fire and in forty 
minutrs had won the heil!'hts, leaving three Officers nncl thirtv men killed or 
,.,·onnde<l on its way, The first rush of the Gordon Highlanders was deserving 

• The troops of the 2nd Dhision referred w abo\'6 were aa follows:-

• 3rd Bri{llltil, 
ht Jlatt~linn Tlnl'<et•hi~ RegimPnt. 
)<I Rftltalinn Gnn1nn Highhuuifrs, 
1<1 Jlatta lion 2nd Gut~ ha~. 
!Mh :'ikh•. 
No. 24 Rriti<h Fieltl HMpital, 
No. 44 Nath·e Fielil Ho•pital, 

4th Rrigndt, 

2n" Jlattalio>n 'Iring·~ Own SMtti~h Borderel'll, 
l<t B•ttalion 3rd GnrkhAA, 
'l'\lo •~'<'linn•, No,~ Jlriti'h P'ielit HMpital. 
'fwo •~'<'tinn<, 'So. 2~ Briti<h Fifld HO!Opit&l, 
l'io. 48llath·e Field HO!'pit&l. 

Dit'itiou/ Troops. 

:'to,~ !-fountain Jlatt~>ry Tinnl Artillery, 
No. fi <Rom hay\ ~l<lllllhlin B.tttPM'. 
Mal'ioillP Gun n~tll('hment, ldth 'tanrel'tl, 
'ht )I•"'""" Pion,...,.., 
Nn. 4 C••hlf"lll\' Ma~ra• !:appPI'II an<l Vine .... 
Jhi•ui lle~iment n_f lrnpPri•l Sel'\·ire iiJJ\ntry, 
fli1rmur llnrlflrtlll ~f>n·i··~ ~HPf*N, 
t>nt ""'linn. :S••: 11llriti;h Fidd Husllit&l 
li'o. (J l'&tl\t F1dd """1''1•1. ' 
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of the hig-hest praise, for they had ju>t unllcrg-onc n very serere climb; and 
halt reachc•l a point b0yon•l which othh tr,lops ha1l been unable to atlvauee for 
O\W three hours. The first rn'h was f,,n,lwcd at ~hort intervals lw a ~ccontl 
an•l a third, each let! hy Officer~~ nnrl ~~the leading companies ":cnt up the 
path for the final :H;ault, the rcm;tin•ler of the troop~. llllWn~ whom the Hrd 
l:'ikhs were con,picuou~. ~trcamed on in Slll~Port. Hut few of the enemy waited , 
for the bayonet, m.my of them being ~hot down Irs they ~cd in confusion. 

H. The position was won at 3·15 P.~r., with the lo.<~ of three Otlicers 
killed, namely :-~lajor C. B. Jtiii,.>"C, bt Battalil•n 2nd Ourkhas; Captain 
W. E. C. !'mith, 2n<l Battalion Hcrbyshire He;.:-imcnt; mul Lieutenant A, 
L·m10nt, 1st Battalion Clordnn Highlanders; nrul nine womule<l, namely:
J~icuten:mt-Coloucl H. H. )lathia~. C.ll., lst llMtalion Gortlon Hi~hl:uulers; 
:Maj.•r F. )lacbe:m, 1st llatt~lion Uonlon Highlander~; Captain H. P. l'ninekc, 
1st Battalion Uonlnn Highl:ulllcrs; Lieutenant )1. P. ){. ~lcikkjohn, 1st 
llatt;llion llonlon Highlat11lers ; Lieutenant K. Dinf::wall, bt Battalion Uonlon 
Highlander~: Licutcn;mt G. S. G. Craufurd, 1st Battalion Gonion Highlnntlcrs; 
Captain W. H. Arnoltl, 1st Battalion Dorsetshit·e Hegimeut; Captain J. G. 
R•)bin:lOn, 1st Battalion 2nd Gurkhas (since dead); Lieutenant G • .E, White, 
3rd .tiikhs ; of other ranks 3.3 were killed, and 1.38 wounded. 

18. The enemy's loss has not been ascertninell, but must have been heavy. 
Nearly erery section of the Afridis was represented, but not in full strength; 
anti there were about 1,.500 ::ihcikhans, llishtis, ~Iallakhels and Akhels, besitlcs 
contingents from the :Uamozai, Mas>ozai and lkhels, 

19. The General Officer Commanding the 2nd Division hns brought to 
my special notice the gallant conduct of Lieutcn:mt·Colond Mathias, C. B., 
Commnndin)? the ht lhtt:Jlion Gordon Highlawlcrs, in leatling his b:~ttalion to 
the as...;.'\ult of a most difficult position at a critical period of the fig-ht, when 
prerious attemvts had failed. I recommend this Officer for the Yictorh1 Cross. 

:\lajor-General Ycatman·Bi,!.~'S has also reported most favourably on the 
behaviour of the fllllowin:,: British ami Sath·e Otlh:ers an1l soldiers:-

llajor f. :llacbcan, 1st Battalion Gortlun Hi;thlantler:<, who was the first. 
to sprin~ out of corer an,Jlead his company to the attack, and who, being 
immetliatdy aftcrwal'ds W\)uudet11 continu~:d to cheer his men on while lying 
on the f..'TOund. 

Lieutcnaut.Colonel E. A. Travers, 1st Battalion 2nd Gurkhas, who led the 
first rush of his men. • 

Capt:-.ins D. C. F. Macintyre and J, G. Robinson, 1st Battalion 2nd Gttr· 
khas; an.l Lieutenant A. B. TillarJ, 1st Battalion 3rd Gurkhns, commanding 
the Gurkha scouts of his reg-iment. • 

No. 2~:>1, Piper G, FinJlater, ht Battalion Gordon Highlanders, who after 
being- :;hot throu)!h both feet and unable to stand, sat up under a heavy tire 
play in~ the regimental march to encourage the charge • 

.So. 3-l.'lli, Private E. Lawoon, lst Battalion Gordon Highlanders, who 
carrit'tl Lieutenant Dinrw.1ll, when woumlcd and unable to move, out of a 
he:wy fire, and subsc•1uently returned and brought in Prirate llcllillan, being 
himself wonmleJ in two places in so Join g. 

~uha.br Kirpa Ham Thapn, 1st Battalion 2nd Gurkhas, who, though 
wound~...! in two places, continued to disehar;.-e his dutie~ in the front line. 

I ra-om.mend Piper findlater and Privnttl Lawson for the Victoria Cross. 

2•J. The General Officer Commanflin~ the 2nd Dirision has al:'<'l brought 
to no:ice the i>erviees of the following Officers, .Xon·Commb:>ioned Officer~ and 
rueu a,; de:;e1vin:; of recu;"llition : ...... 

~bjur G. T. li. l~•wmmn. );;t n:Htalion Gor,J,)n Hi::hlanolcr~. 
Captain C. C. ~lil!t:r-Wallma, ht Battalion tior<i!Jil lli:.!idanders. 
Cal•taiu and A·ljut:m~ W. l'<t!U[•bdL ),t Battalion (lordon Iligldandcrs, 
l.io.:utcnant G.~·. )bckenzie, ht llattali!Jil tiorJun Hi;;ldauJers. 
Li~ntcuaut G. E. E U. (';~wcrvu, bt Jhttalion l..i•Jrd•JU lligulanlkrs. 

t . 
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~(I, 1 ~~1, C(olrour-~erg-eant .J. Crailo. l<t Battalion Gordon Hi:::hlanders. 
~o. 2"2\ Colnur-:'er~r,;mt T. )lacki,, ht Battalinn Gordo1n Hi:;:hland~r~J 
:!'o. 21121. l'erg'eant F. l::ichie, bt Battalion Gol'llon Hil!hlander;:. 
::-; o. 311~.fo, l'erg't:.:lllt D. lf ar~er;;, 1 ;;.t Battalif•D G(lrolon Hi~bnders. 
~o. 1 !-f;,:z, ~erg'Cllnt T. llnnald,..n, 1st ~attali(ln Gordon Highlander;;, 
:!\o. 241•~•, I'H;!eant J. }f Kay, bt P.attnlion GMolon Hig-hlander;:. 
~o. 3711, Lauee-Corpornl.()'iper) G. llilne, 1st Battalion GorJon High· 

antlers. · 
C;q.tain W. R. Arnold, 1st Battalicon Dorsetshire Regiment, who led the 

fir,t rm·h nf his battalion, 
:!'o. 3937, Private S. Vickerv, N Battalion Dorsetshire 'Regiment, who 

ran down the ~Jo1pe, rescued a WOUnded comrade, &Till brOUf,!'ht him back tO 
co>er, This F(ololier hns ~ubsequently greatly distingui;;hed himself during the 
withdrawal of Brif,!':ldier-General Kempster's Column from the Waran Valley, 
and I l'~'"l'ose in 1lue course to recommend him for the Victoria Cross. 

Lieutl'n~nt H. R. Pennell, 2nd Battalion Derbyshire Regiment, who en• 
dcavoured to IJrinf? in Captain Smith's body, and only de;,isted on finding that 
Cat,tain t'mith \1"3S dend. 

C'a)otain C. E. de )f. Xorie, 1st Battalion 2nd Gurkhas, who was con;:picu· 
ou.ty forward at the commencement o£ the action. 

21. In Te~.Wding- my ackno\l"lerlgments to Major-General Y eatman-Biggs, 
C.B., anrl Brif,!':ldier·General Kempster, D.S,O., for the success of the opera· 
tioons c•n O('tol('r 211th, I think it nec~"-'lry to point out that the aMance wa~ 
11ot tonduo·tt~l in. the manner in which I hat! intendet~ and as I thought I ha.l 
elcnrl~· iJHlieatetl. The General Officer Comman1ling the 2nd Divi,;ion restricted 
himt-<:lf to a fl'llntal attack on the Darf!lli bei!!hts, without employin!? a portion 
1•f the lar!-'C foree at his disposal to turn the enemy's rear by pushing on a~ 
nqddly ~~~ prn;."ilJle to the point of junction of the !\arik Darra with the Chagrn 
ddile. rwtouhtt'\lly the troops would have been under fire and might Lave 
~uffered H•mc l•1s.~ in moo: in)! along the rood below the heights ; but if full 
advautaj!'e had bt'€n taken of the inequalities of the ground, I am of opinion 
that the ht~ would not have been heavy, and I feel confident that, as soon 
a~ tbtir line of retreat was threatened, the tribesmen would have begun to 
dh~perse. 

At the AAme time, I reco)!"llise that the enemv's defeat was renolered more 
t'••lll)kte nn.! •k""·i·i>e loy their being en('()ur:\~'ed·to hold on to the Ja;:t, and the 
rc.ult t•f the action ruu•t be regarded as satihfuctory, i!lrsmuch as the move· 
lllt'tlt of th~ trool•ilo baggage and supplies from 8hmawari to Khorappa, 
~uL,.._-..Iu~nt to the cat,ture of the Dargai heights, was almo;;t; nnmole..ied. 

22. On the tl'll!ht of Oetober 20th, Dargai was held by the ht Battalion 
I •r•t">'('t~hire Re~imcnt and 3rJ Sikhs, supported by the 1st Battalion Gordon 
H i~blauder;;, whilll the remaindc.r of the troops bivouacked on or near the 
t 'l,a.~ru Kvtal, 

23. At daybl'l.'<llk (ID the 2l~t, the march of the 2n.l Division to Khorarr~. 
••r, m<"•re J•f••I•t:rl~·, to Khalll:,'llrhur, ou the left ba11k of the Khanki stream, w.~~ 
tl'~umed, willie in order to noiJ a Lk~<.:k on the main roo.J, I prooeet.led from 
fort Lcxkhart to the "3tne point rioi fort Gulist.an and the Tsalai S)•ur, takin~ 
with n1e No lf Mountain llattcry, Rt)yal Artillery, the Jst Battalion :!'orthamp· 
t .. u,hire Rq:imeut, the 3tith Sikhs, and No, 3 l'vmpany, Bombay 8a)'l'ers and 
M:llt'I'S. The tl".lt·k from the ,·ilia~ of Tsalai down to its junction \l"ith the 
mam I"! >ad was 110 load that none of the bagga!:'C of the troops aoo.1mp.1nying me 
re:u:hed t'llmp at Khor:lJ•pa UIJtillate the next d.ly, that of the 3tith Sikhs not 
:mifing Ulltil ruiJ-tby on the :!3rJ. 

2t Ti1e 4th Bri;,'llde and some of the Divisional troops ora the 2nd Division 
t.rrin...J at Khuta)•Jo& tuwards the evening of the 21st JletoLer, the remainder of 
the dintl(•n ~X•miug iu the next Jay; but owing to the :reepne83 and namwntSi! 
t•f tl.e rvaJ, auJ the illfcriurity of & oousid~:raLle proport ~n of the tran-t<Jrt 



anim~l~, screral 1l~ys elapserl before all the bn~rga~?e of the division lm•l 
c<Ule up. On Oetoher Uth, the tr~lS of the 1st Division bc%\n to mov~ 
from ~hinawari to Khorappa, and by the evening of the 27th the ~lain Column. 
with its supplies and trnn~port, hn\1 concentrated in rendine~ for a further n•l
'fance. Advantage was taken of the halt at Khomppa to improve the ro:\d frt>:n 
the C'hagru Kotnl, to complete the organisation of the transport service, alit! 
to adjust the loads of the several classes of ani11als employed, namely, mule::, 
ponies and dunkeys, 

2.1. And here I may mention that during the halt at Khorappa, though 
enry military precaution was taken, the camp was fired Into every night, 
sometimes by large bodies of the enemy, and our foraging parties were pertina
ciously opposed and followed up by the tribesmen, The lo~ses from this can>e 
'll'ere heavy, aggregating three British Officers, twenty-five Briti,;h .sol.liers, an•l 
twenty-one native ranks, killed or wounded. The names of the Officers arc 
given below:-

Lieutenant-Colonel R. C. Hadow, 15th Sikhs, severely woundc1l, 
Captain F. F. Badcock, D.S.O., 1st Battalion 5th Gurkhas, dangerously 

"WOunded. 
Lieutenant G. D. Crock<'r, 2nd Battalion Royal Munster Fusilicrs, wounded. 
26. On October 28th, in accordance with instructions issued on the pre· 

vious evening, the force marched in two columns to Gumlaki, the 1st Divisi.m 
across the plain and the 2nd Division up the bed of the Kan11i Miahti stream, 
while a detacheJ. column consisting of the 1st Battalion Northamtonshire Regi· 
ment and the 36th Sikhs occupied the hills to the right of my line of advance. As 
the left column was threatened from the west, I olso occupied three hill~ which 
commanded that flank with the 2nd Battalion Yorkshire Regiment, a wing of 
the 2nd Battalion 4th Gurkhas, and a wing of the 3rtl Sikhs, respectively, This 
display of force led the enemy to believe that I intended to turn their right, 
which they at once began to strengthen, and during the night of the 2~th t:w 
detachment of the 4th Gurkhas, which in the evening had been reduced to two 
companies, w.ls continuously attacked at close quarters, suffering, howc>cr, but 
slight h-s owing to the care taken in the d.1y time to protect the po~ition hy 
sangal'l, The strong flanking parties which hrul pushed out enable• I me tore
connoitre the ~ampagha l'as~, anti having t<()ttlctl on my plan of action I direct
ed the whole force to bivouac near Gundnki, and issued orders for the att:lck on 
the following day. · 

Our casualties on @ctober 28th were :-
Lieutcn:mt-Colonel C. A R. Sage, 2nll Battalion 1st Gurkh:-~s, severely 

wounded. Other ranks :-killed two, wountlctllO. 
27. Here it may be noted that, previous to my advanc:, on October 2~th, 

I had to detach two battalions to strengthen the force on the Line of Communi· 
cation. The 30th Punjab Infantry was detailed to hold the Dar~'fli height~, 
and the 21st Madras Pioneers to form part of the Khorappa garriwn. 

2.q, On October 2~th, at 5 A.v., the 1st Brigade moved out of camp to 
cover the advance to the Sampagha, The 1st Battalion Devonshire Re·!iment 
seized the village of :Sazeno. thus protecting my right. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Yule quickly bn1shed aw:\y all opposition on that side. The 2n1l J:attalion l:<t 
Gurkhas covered my l~ft by OCCUl•Ying the ''ilbge of Kancli Mishti, and met 
with no oppo.;ition. The 2n•l B;lttalion Derbyshire Regiment, a•lvandn~ in the 
t-entre, occupied without re,.i,.;tance a low rocky hill stretch in;( acrO:ii the I•late:~u 
ltetw~n the K:mdi llishti anJ. ~ampag-ha ravine~, which 1 had cho<en a~ my 
first artillery position. 

At 5-1~ A.V., the' 2nd Brigaclc, precetlcd by the Gurkha scout~, left camp 
with or.lers to ent'o:r the ~am1•a;.;ha ravine. an(! to ad ranee by a path lead in!.( t<>-

• w:trd• the enemy's positi•dup a l•)ng bnre spur as soon as the guns slultlld ila'fl! 
sutfidt'ntly ~ilenced the fire from the •angars; this advance to be SUJ•l•ortc•l in 
surct:;:;iun by the !(a and 3rt! Brigade•. 
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At 6-30 A.M. the first shots were fired by the enemy, but the action did not 
rcnlly begin ur.til 7-30 A.M., when the t'lee mountain batteries of the Jst D~vi
~ion opened fire on the aa11gar1 from the first artillery position above mention· 
cd. Their fire was effective, the range being 1,850 yards, and the enemy quickly 
cmcuatcd the entrenchments which comnf.mded the lower slopes of the pass, 
th~se heing seized by the 2nd Brigade at 8 A.M. The three batteries of the 
2n•l lJiri,ion, together with• the rocket detachment, were now pushed on, 
nn•l opened fire on the crest of the pass at a range of 2,200 yards. . The fire 
of the p-uns was, however, ~oon ma~kc<i by the rapid advance of the 2nd Brigade, 
wldch, with the Jst Battalion Royal West Surrey Regiment (the Queen's) lead
ill!.!, reached the summit of the pass at 9·45 .&.M. The artillery was al,'llin 
<•rder<'•l up in support No. 5 (Bombay) Mountain Battery in front. On reach· 
in:;t: the crc>t thiR b:tttery did excellent scrviee in assisting the infantry of the 
21"lllrigwle to <lh•lod)!e the tribesmen from the heights they were holding on 
('it her tlauk, but while eng~ get! on this duty I regret to report that Captain Dt 
Butts, Uo~·al Artillery, Commanding the battery, was mortally wounded. The 
heights on the no1·th·east of the pas8 wete eventually cleared by tht! 1st Batta
lion Ho~·a\ West Surrey Regiment and the 3rd Sikhs, while those on the north
wc~t vme stormed by the 36th ~ikhs, supported by six: companies of the 2ntl 
Uattalion King's Own Scottish Borderers. The last shots were fired at 11-30 
A.M., and the 15th Sikhs were then sent on as an advanee·guard into the 
Masrura \'alley, where I proposed to bivouac. 

29. While the troops were moving down into the valley some slight resi~· 
t:mcc was met with, but this ceased as soon as the hills commanding the cam1• 
ing ground had· been occupied by pickets. 

· The 1st Briga•le remained on the Sampagha for the night, with a view to 
protecting transport animals and baggage. 

SO. The casual! ics during the action were:
.Captain F. R. UcC. De Butts, Royal Artillery, killed. 
Major R. T. Hanford·Flood, lst Battalion Roy;~! West Surrey Regiment, 

'lightly wounded. 
Other ranks :-Killed one, wounded three, 

31. On October 30th, the Main Column, with the exception of the 1st 
nrig-adc, which continued to hold the Sampagha Pass, remained in camp on 
the right bank of the Ma.stura stream. In the morning I made a reconnais· 
~:mce of the Arhan.~ Pass, and issued orders for the attack on the following 
d:l~'· My ~reat difficulty was the want of foo•l, some ~orps having absolutely 
~~<•thin~ in hand and the steep and narrow track over the pass delaying the 
nrrival of ~;upplie~. But by redistributing what there was, and making use of 
what coul,l he cfl.lected in t!1e Itcighbouring villages each man was eventually 
l•l\Wi<bl with two days' rations. I therefore determined not to postpone the 
nttal'k on the Arhan~'3. l'nss, as I was convinced that a protracted halt in the 
Mast11ra YaiiL·y, expedient as it might seem from a commismiat point of view, 
woul,\not only encourage the Afritlis and !!'ive them time to collect their fight· 
in;! llll'n, but nlso cnalJ!e them to destroy, hide, or remove the forage and grain 
~~~•red in thdr villages, and thus render our stay in. Tirah a matter of extreme 
dttikulr~·. 

32. On OdolJCr 31;;t, the 4th Brigade crossed the Mastura stream at 6 A.Y. 
and ndnmcc<l towards the Arhan~'ll l'ass across a bruken plain up to a low de· 
tadw,l nwnnd, in rear of whil'h the Lri)!ad~ was massed at 8 A.M. lihortly after· 
wards t lie thrt>e battl·rics of the 2nd Division opened fire from this mound, 
ut a ran::e of lJoo yar,\,;, nn the enemy's main(XIsition along the crest of the 
J•a..;s, M~anwllile the 2ntl Bri::adc had more..l.up on the right, and the 3rd Bri
;:adc wa~ dt>po:'<..'<i in frlttl"n ou the left, with the olJ!ect of tb~tening the 
\·ncmy·s ri;:ht an,l i<•ining- the ("Clltral attack when ordered. to do so. The 2n•l 
liri.~oatl·~ h:;an the al'tiun Ly a llauk mol'cm~::nt onol~e rig"ht up two rocky spur> 
:m<l nn inrerrenin)! ravine. thus !!:lining the ('test l'asr of the pass; whii~J tl~ 
4th Br:,;:~<lc attao.:h·d in the C"Cutre, supported Ly tl'j 3rd Uric.raJe. The 
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2nd Rrigalle's attack was led by the 2nd Battalion Yorkshire Regiment nnt! 
th~ Gurkha scouts, each gallantly racing up the steep slope, the summit 
of which was reached by both simultaneously at 10 .UI, The main nttaek 
was !eel by the 2nd Battalion King's Own ~cottish Bort!erers. Neither attaek 
met with serious opposition, and "shortly after 10 A.M, the pass was in our 
hands and all opposition had practically ceased. 

The casualties were :-Killed none, woundedo-two. 
I may here mention that the road up the Arhanga Pass though short, was 

the steepest and worst that had yet been encountered, 
33. Immediately after the action I gave orders for the concentration of 

the force in 1\laidnn with the exception of the 1st Bri!rn•le, which 1 h;Hl h> 
ltJnve behiiHI fnr the purpose of dominating the 1\Iastura Valley, aud of gu:ml· 
ing the J.ine of Communication between Tirnh and Khomppa. · 

34. During the period dealt with in thi~· report the troops un•lcr my 
command were subjected to much privation and fatigue, to great variation~ 
of temperature, to heavy losses in action, and to continual night alarms. No 
body of men could hnve shown a better spirit. 

That a more formhlable resistance was not offered in the passes lc:t~ling 
respectively into Orakzai and Afridi Tirah, I attribute to the lesson tan~.:ht 
those tribes at Dargai in the actions of October 18th and October 20th, They 
then learnt that their strongest positions could not avail them against the valour 
of British and Native troops. 

35, In submitting this report, I desire to record my acknowle•lgments to 
the General Officer Commanding the Line of Communications, the General 
Officers Commanding Divisions and Brigade~, the Chief of the Rtnff, aiHl the 
:Bri).ra!\ier-Generals Commanding the Royal Artillery tm1l Royal Engineer~, the 
Hea•ls of Departments, especially those of Ordnance, ~upply, and Tr.m:<port, 
the Officers of the Head-quarters, Divisional, and Brigade Staffs, and the Com· 
manding and other Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers awl men of the several 
eorp~ under my command, all of whom have done their duty in a manner 
hl:titting Her Majesty's Army, 

:lly recommendations for the recognition of the services of individual 
Otlicers, Non-Commissioned Officers and wltliers, subsequent to the action of 
Ort<Jbcr 20th, will be embodied in my final despatch on the termination of the 
pre.ent expedition, 



APPENDIX VIII, 

. CASUALTY LIST. 

Stnfrmrnt ~~.mring the 1!71mhr r of t'n811nlUra rrporlrd to tlie Atlju.tant-Grrural in India from lOth June 1897 to the lOth January 
]1'<~!."1, durin.'! fltr rr·rrnt Pidd Opr·rationa on tlw ]';orlh-ll"cRt Frtmtirr of India. 

FORCE. 

Torhi Field Force (inclu•lcs 
at lack on CR<'ort. at :Maizar) ... 

1\fnlnkancl Field l<'orcc 
J'cRhnwar •.• 
Mohnum<l Field Force 
Kohnt-1\urrnm ••• . 
'i'imh Expeditionary Force 

:iTAF~' ANU 
DEPARTMENTAl 

O•FJcJ<;mot • 
BRITISH TROOP~ •. NATIVE TROOPS, 

.; Ol.r. JJ"arrant, .iVo~- British Na.ti-ee R k " F'J.. ll 1: '.lf1cera. Commh<si<m~u. Otfirerll. Ot]iceu, uzn a·na '""· Fo owerB. 
"' Otfir,rs and _jfrm. 

~ -d -~'E -d ·roO .--3 • -d -~ -~--z ~ ~ o~~ • o] ~ .~ ~~]~~~]1 ~ ~] ]•.~o~~]~ ~o 
~ 5 ~ ~ g g ~ a:; 5 g ~ ~ ~ 5 g ~ ~ 5 g ~ ~ g g .~ ~ ~ g g ·:z 
A ,... ~ ~ li< t:::J 14 Ali< :;:: ~ :2 Ali<;:: ~A r.: t::: 14 A~~' t::: ;;a~~ I!<;::~ 

--1-1-----------1--------------r--
... •.. .. ... ... 2 3 1 3 1 3 21 3 33 2 • 1~ 

4 2 8 6 37 9 2 IS... 14 71 5 305 ... • ... 7 ·:: 
.. • • •• 1 3 7 11 1 ... . . 9 56 ... . . . . .. 
••• ...... ... . ..... 12 29 1 ... 1 ... 

2_::~~2~~~ ;i5 i'i 323 ''5 ~2~j~~,1!t lg 3~~ ~l :::_l~"i 
2 ••. 8 12 ... 3o 88 12 373 5 20! 4 41 61 ... 36,280 24c 864 3 9 ••. 25 1 

HUMMARY. 

Killed." Wounded. Missing. 
l-ns=-ta"rr'"'a-n"d..,D~c-·[m-r-;t-m-e-nta;-;-l"'O-;;IIl.-:c-er-s-.. -. --- --2- --8- ---

Ur•gimental Olllcers ... ••• ... 36 16 
Ilrlti•h Non-Commissioned Officers and Men lOJ 373 6 

~:;:~: ~~~~Oommlsslo';;.~d Office~; and Me;;· 31·: S: "3 
l<'ollowera 9 25 1 

TOTAL 
--:;;;;-,]~ ----

" lnoludos tb011e who dllld of wounds. 

-..... .... 


