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A NOTE ON CW.FbRISOU3 OF OCCUPATIONAL Df,TA 
IN 'IHE 1921 AND 1931 CENStSES OF BURMA 

(1) In thfs note, a statistical ccxrparison is made between the 
occupational data of the 1921 apd, the 1931 Censuses of Eurr.1a. · The note 
treats only of Divisional Burma!!, as there vas considerable change in 
the efficiency of en'llr.'l.eration, particularly regar.J:ing occupations, in 
the Eastern States. FurthElr, most other statistical data, whiC:1 may 
bo usod for canrarison with Census infQMTl~tion, is ::1lso r.vailabl<: only 
for Divisional Burma. · 

(2) The population of Divisional Burma increased fran 11, 698,40S · 
in 1921 to 13,102,048 in 1931. . Of ~~is, the number of workers vas 
given as 5,927,138 ·in 1921 i.e. 50~67 per cent of total population; end 
as 4,671,666 earners and 793,314 working dependents,· i.e. a.\ total of 
5,464,980 workers in 1931, constituting 41.171 per cent of the 1931 
total population. Thus there vas._both on absolute and a relative 
d(,cli!'le in the numbers of the occupied popul~tion. The 1931 Census 
Report says, "These differences are,:..n,ainly due to chan~:es in the . 
instructions issued to enumeratorg~Y- ···This seems unsatisfactory and 
an attempt is made in the following to'arrive at a statistical explana
tion of the difference and to suggest a method. of' ovr.:::rcoming the 
difficulty in mnking comparisons of employment in various classes of 
occupations between the 1921 and. the 1931 Censuses.·· 

' . ' 

(3) The 1921 occupational data is summarised bel9w for workers and 
dependents by sex, together. with the resp~cti~e percentages. to thG total 
populetion •.. 

. Table I. 

· ·· .. dcc~aticcal· D~t~ l92l c~cs~~ 

.. Total % Male % Female % 
Workers 5, 927,138 50.67' 3,585,013 30.65 2,342,125 20.02 
De12endent§ 2a771 1 2ZO 49.33 2,406.610 ~ 3.36l.,,Q60 ~ 

TOTAL 11,698,408 100.00 5,991,623 51.22· ·5, 706,785 48.78 
This may now be compared with the age-se~ canposi tion ~·the 1921 
population, given below: · . 

Table II 

Agc-S8x C~l2Q~1tiQn, l~~l 
Age Total ·,% Male % Female · % 

0-10 2,908,402 24.86 1,436,102 12.23 1,472,300 12.50 
10-15 1,352,915 11.56 696,696 5.95 656,219· 5.61 
15-50 6,014,995 51.42 3,145,'277 26,89 ~,869,718 24.s3 
50-& Over J ,t,22. tac- J2.J6 7J 3,5~6 ...6.lll :zc6, 5~6 ...6..06 

11,698,408 100.00 5,991,623 51.22 . 5, 706,785 48.78 

l/ Divisional Burma consists of the sev~n administrative-Divisions of the 
~hountry and excludes the Eastern States, i.e. the Northern and Southern· 

"J/.;) en States and Karenni St/.Jteh. · 
41 Page 127 of the report . 
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(4) 'lbese two tables· sugge,st that the.· 30.65% of the total ~opu-
lstion which consists of the male workers came from the entire male 
population between 15 to 50 and the greater part of the population 
between 10 to 15. · Similarly~ the 20.02 p0rcent of the total populotion 
which cons~sts·of the female workers ore composed of ne~rly 80 per cent 
of the female popul~tion in th<i a~Ye·group 15.to sn. . ~ . . 

. . . .. . . . ' ' 

(5) ... : ~.fa may now consider the similar breakdown :or the. population 
of 1931 ·in tho following .two tablo-s. · 

Earners 
Working· 

Dtpendents 
Dependents · 

Table III. 
·Occupatfonal D~t-a 1931 Census 

Total % Male ... % 

. 4,671,666 - )5.66 3,398,245· 25.94 

6.05 793,314 370,207 2.83 
71637.068 ~8.22 2.212.772 22.28 

Female o! 
j'o 

1,273,42l' ·.9.72 

423,107 3.22 

'· '7171 ?82 ~ 
Total .. ; 13,102,048. 100.00 6,688~2-~1 51~05 6,413,817 . 48.95 

Age 

0-10 
10-15 
15-50 
50 & Over 

Total 

II 

Table IV · 

Ag~-Sex Campositi~n. 1Q31 

Total % Male % 
3,417,650 26.08 1,697,698 '12.96· 

. 1,492,413 11.39 760,114 5.;80 
6,704,3M. 51.17 3,476,~39 26.54 
l./:,;8'1.6/J. lleJ6 2~J. 780 ..ir.25 

Female 

1,719,952 
732,299 

3,227,705 
7JJ.86l 

13,102,048 lOO,OQ 6,~8,231, 51.05_ ·6,413,817 

% 

13.12 
. ·5.59 
24.63 
_5.&l. 
48.95 

(6). • A canparison of Tables II and IV show a great similarity in 
the age sex canposition of the rorulation. l,-le I!lt3y thercforo conclude 
that the differonct between the rroportions of occupied population in 
tho two eensuses is not mainly due. to ~ chang~ in the ~ag2·.:.srx canpositicn 
.Al!!Ong the trP.le rCIJ'ulation, ·the propor~ton of. the tr:ala earners is vEry 
close to the prorortion 5n "thr tgc group 15 to 50, ·whilC' mPh: "uorking 
dc:;pe:1dcnts" are c. bout half th~: m'3lc pO?ulation bc-twc·L;n 10 -.nd 15. Tbi. 
pcsition is t.l-Jereforn roughly car.pr.reblc to tl-u:t of 1921. 

~ . 
However, tJ1(; female earnors end worki~g d(-;p()ni('nts toroth a fc···r 

a much smaller :rropcrtion, t.lbout lr.ss 'theh 'h8lf th0 fen.:.~ I£ poru1r. U on of 
age 15 to 50, in 1931 tl1an in 1921, whf'n it was nc.nrly 80 pr.;rc::nt. 'I'hr 
main causa of the d:dir.~ . .in numh(~rs of the oecurLt.:! populr;tion n.·.uet 
therefore be sai:i to be the. smaller number of femoles1• rel;_ ti vcly to 
their total popul~tion, who .were 'repor:ted to :be E:rnp1.~~? .• · . : .. 

. ' . '~ . . . -·· .. . ..... ~ ...... -....... . . .. - ..... ·. . . · . .,. 
(7) r:t therefore appears desirable to m8ke CCJ:!P.eris<:m.s pf .tho . 
occupied population only on the basis of We .i!l..ale workers 8S far as 
possible. Let us consider ·new only the tulle occupied popul~tion to see 
it ve get a consistent picture:- · · 
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Table V 

~e Occunied Ponulation 1921-1931 

(a) Total Population · 
(b) Total Male Population 
(c) ?~rccntage ofMrlr: in Tot[.l Population 
(d) ~~cl€ workers* . . . • · 
(e) Malr workers ns rc.rcr-nt"'gr:: of male porulation 
(f) ~rlc 1>Tarhrs ~S :rE:;rCCntagc of .total p~ulation 

11,698,408 
5,991,623 

51.22 
3, 585,013 

59·~06· .. · 
30.65 

13,102,048 
6,688,231 

. 51.05 . 
3.768,542 

56.36 
. 28.77 

* The workr)rs ·for 1931 include both Princip1l work( rs and ~-rorking dependents . . . . \ 

From the obOV(' tP.ble, wo·sre thnt·thr,r<?l i::- now !'In ir:crcr.sa irt the o~curird 
p~ulation. Howev8r, there i~ e relativo decline as shewn by (c) and 
(r}. T0 some oxtont, this· is due- to the fact. th:?.t the male porco~tago 
in the population has dcclinrd slightly, from 51,22 t() 51,05; and pert:i ... 
cul::lrly th0 population in tho !:!gc_ group 10 to 15, from 26.89 'to 26,54. 
Howrvr:r, this does not ccmpletE":ly ~xplain the decline in the ·perc~ntage 
of workers among the males. 

(8) · This dr·clin& in occupi~d populati6n may be studied in further· 
detail by considerin!Z 1 t in each Sub-Class of occupations in thr. Census 
classification. 

. . 
· Table VI 

Male l~orkGrs by Cbgupation Sub-Class, 1921-1931 . 

A I Livestock & 
Vegetation 

II Minerals 

B III Industry 
IV · Transport 
V ·Trroe · ·; 

C VI Pub. Force 
VII Pub. 11dmn. 
VIII Professionals 

1921 1931 Percentage 
. Incre~se · 

P.W~. W.D. Total Works. 

2,448,752 2,480,323 220,476 .· 2,700,799 10~29 
27,433 . 2T,4'3 1,157. 28,590· .. 5.81 

271,885" .. 272~605 
. 170,'6-25 . 185,069 

.. ~ 250,171 ~ ~· 239~ 989 

16,888 '289,493 +· 6.47 
9,519 ~ 194,588 +14.04 1. 

8,y45· ·248,934· . .:. · ·.~ 

34,787 
26;418 

11?,575 

28,791 27 28,818. -17.,16 ' 
36,127 +36.75 . 

148,900 +24.52 
35,887. .240 
55; 311 : 93~· 589 

D IX Unoccupied · . 3 110 . .. 5. 071 80 ' . . 6' X I , , • . • '· 5,151 . + 5~52 I 

Dancstio Sers. 33,785 , 32;048' .' :·968 3.3,016.- 2~2e 
XI liJ.sc. ~ 173;667. . )5~639 · 1,225 · 36,e64 .. -78.77 
XII Unproductive . · · ·25~212_ .. 29. 17.093 ·. 17,17:( -3~.89 . 

Total·· 3,585,013 · 3,398,245 370,207 J., 768,452' .,:. .~.11 
Total Population 111698,408 13;102,048 +1l.99 
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~9)1 T.a We may now c~nsider ~~al~ workers by sub~classes of occupations 
s n oble VI for Males. . . ..... . . . . . . · 

Table VII 

Fetn3le Wqrkors by Occupational Sub-Classes. ·1921-31 

1921 1931 Percentage · 
Incr:Jasc 

. P.W. '.f.D. To'tt1l ·Works 
A''I Livestock & 

V-:Jgetation 1,-729,11.3 913,110 170,701 1,083,811 -37.32 
II Mineral 2,959 1,582 1-,295 2,877 - 2.78 

BIII Industry l;_971378 121,937 159,201 281,138 ~42./.!.3. 
IV Transport 14,862 9,251 2,560' 11,811 -2'J .53' 
v Trade 295,037 201,374 70,664 272,038 - ?.r,o 

j ... '· ! :. ... I 

• .. 
CVI Pub. Force 332 4 o· 4 -98.76 

VII Pub. A tW.n. 795 288 11 299 . -62.39 
VIII Frofossi onr;ls 15,046 11,427 •9 979 21,406 42.27 , .· 

D IX Unoccuftied 1,105 1,531 100 1,6~31 +47.60 
X Domestic Set's. · 6,854 7,277 2,433 9,710 +41.66 
XI Misc •. 69,715 5,486 ~,613 7,100 -9C).82 
XII Unproductive ~.2J2 153 lu550 t...20:3 ·-t..2.J2 

Tot~1 2,342,125 . 11273,421 423,107 1,696,528 -27.57 
Tot:l Population 11,~98,408 13,102,048 +11.99 

Table VII throws further light on the nat.ure of the under
enumeration of females as workers. It shows that t1is under-enumeration 
was most substantial in the first sub-class of Live~tock end bgriculturr. 
'lhus, whilo the total decline of the female occupied population was 
645,597, that in this subcl~ss alone was 645,302, almost exactly equal. ' 
Apart from this thr.rc ~s~an ir,crease of 40,861 in tie c~~ined cl~sses 
of. Trrdt: and Industry; consti tu'tlng tog• ther ·an incr .. ::;asE' of 8'Z fron· the 
1921 fi~es. This increase ~s Mostly balanced by dccrer.ses in the 
oU!e:.r subclDSSOS of occupations, rarticuh'trly subclass XI of insufficiently 
described occupations. ~To may t.hcreforo conoluda thnt the difference in 
instructions Which led to ~n undcrenumeration of r~rnnle vorkers:had its 
main effect in t~~ agricultural occupations. 

(10) One imrort~nt fc .!lt.Ure that tnust be taken intCI account in our 
ccmrr.ris~:~n~ r::l'lV s t.o th~ Sub-Cles::;cs "Insufficicrtly Ik.c::cribr·d CX!cu
raticns". There W3S a decline from 243,382 in 1921 to 43,964 in 1931. 
This is one· conscqurn(!.::, of the rn~ny · ch·mgcs nisde in the occupational 
classification of the 1931 Census~ A significant change re~ates to the 
introouction of the classification of 'working depenrlents', so that persons 
wtre assigned ·as working dependents in soce· occupations, ~o might have 
been classified es belonging to insufficiently described occupations in 
rrevious cr:-nsuses. . 
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. '!his sub-class was further divided into four groups in 1921 
and previous censuses, name1y ·(i) Manufacturers, businessmen, and con-

. tractors othefwise not specified; 
(ii) Cashiers, accountants . 

(iii) Mechanics, · • 
(iv) Labourers. 

It is founri' that both in the 1911 and t.l-}e 1921 Censuses, thG group · 
labourers consti tutud over 75% ?f the Sub-Clkss of Insufficiently nc's
crib0d occupations. 

The grurt change in this sub-clnss of oocupations has had 6 
numbJr of effects. The 1931 Census Report says, thDt 11 Th€ 'b:i.g reduction 
in the rroportion of workers with insufficiently dE: scribed occupat~ 6ns 
is largely responsible for the ·increase in tho prorortions for· tho sub":' 
classos, Industry, Tr.'1nsport and TrAdE'". Further, :i,t is also saj.c' that, 
this is also the main explanation for the very lareo increase in the 
numbers reported uncler Industry. ~ 

· Another consequence has· been the fact that numbc·r of labourers 
previously entered in the Insufflciently described occupations were put 
unucr f.~iculturc i~1931 so that there was a very large increase under 
this. head. 

. For this reason, it is desirable to study the gtneral patt~rn 
of tho numbers engaged in the various classes; excluding the sub-class cf . 
insufficiently .doscrib."·d occupatio!'ls. This is dono in the following 
table, for the total \-rorkers and for m~les·and females separatc,ly. 

Table ·VIII 

Occu ctionnl Distribution of P ulation B~tween i 2 .nd 

Occupstional- ·.Malo Female To tel 
Sub ... Clr.ss 1921 1931 1921 1931 1921 1931 

i n.s 72.4 76.1 64.1 73.5 69.S 
II o.s 0,8. 0.1 0.2 0,5 0,6 
III 8,0 7.8 8.7 16.6 ~.2 10.1) 
IV 5.0 5.2 ·.· o. 7 .. 0.7 3.3 ., 3.R v 7.3 . 6.7. :J.O 16.1 9.6 9.6 .. VI 1.0 0.8 a.o o.o 'J>.6 '0.5. 
VII 0,8 0.9 o.o. o.o 0~5 0.'7 
VIII· 3.5 4.0 0.7 1.3' 2.5 3.1 
IX 0.1 0.1 o.o ·0.1 0.1 0,1 
v 1.0 0.9 0.3 0.6 0.7 o.f.' ... 
XII 0.7 0.4 . 0.4 0.3 0.6 . 0.4 

T o t a 1 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 . 100.0 

The general pattern is r~markabi; similar fo~ the male. workers ln ihe two 
censuses, the big differences crcuring in the proportions fer female vor-
kers and· h~nce renected in that of. the total workers.· · 
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(11) We shall now' consider the ·important sub-classes individually. 
The first sub-cl~ss rffers to tho ':'xploi tation of animals and vegetation. 
This is thE• biggest sub..;cbss of' occupations. In this period, the gross 
sown area increased tram 15,388,668 in 1921 to 17,929,719 in 1931 an 
increase of 11.6%. Co~esponding to this, the m~lc workers in 3ub-Cl~ss I 
increased by 10,29 per ce!'l.t. However thbre w~s r.. dEJcline of 37~32 ·per-
cent amonr ferr.I'!Jc 1,rorY:ors; the 1931 Census Report cbimod thnt t'1o LlAin 
raason for this W's the diffE:roncc in tho methcx:l l')f cnumcr~tion. It br:s 
e.lro~:~dy been mr!nti0ned th~t the bif:'!' drop in tht· numbors in the ins1lffi
ciGntly descri qe1 occupr:tions may h~vc> incruasod thn n'lllnbcrs Clf ar:-ricuJ+nr:J 
hbourers. in 1931. Tiv,; chsngcs in ·agricul turrl popuhtion ::rl"J furthor 
studic"d in e scp~r11tc: paper on the i.gri.cultural Ecr.nmy 192.4-41. . 

(12) There V.: S only !'l SffiEJll incref.SC in th0 mining. C'CCUpatirJnS ·:1.!1 
Division'a,l·Bu:m~, '31 thou~h a lnr~e incre!ls.c was rocorrJ"=d in th(; .~Jh:-n .st.ct.r-s 
and Karerini. Same part of the increase fs due to increased employment 
in tho oilfields. 

(13) · Industry and Trade occupations may be considered together. 
Malt workers in industry increc sed by 6.47 per cent., while ft:m.ale worl:ors 
increr.scd by 42.43 per cent, whereas male workers in trnde decr0ased by 
half per cent whilo fem~le workers decreased by ?.Sn per c~nt. Thc.1931 
Report explains th<!'t the dGcrcase under Tredo may be due to the difference 
in cbssification;. a p13rson who is entC'red in the enumeration schcdul0 
as c seller of en ~rticle is oftrn the makE'r of th.-: ~rticlc in Industry 
or as a seller of the. article in Trade. The big incr::.esiJ in Industry in 
1931 may be p3rtly due to this. For instflnce, there WDS a big ~ncreesc 
under Textile industt'y accompanied by a big decreM8 under Trad€l in 
tex~iles. This assum!'tion is justified t'o same extt;nt by tho fact that 
imports of yern aOd twist declined between 1920' nnd 1930. · 

Another <lxplenation for the increase in tho numbers under 
Industry is that p.er~,.,ns previously classified und<:.r inspfftciently des
eri~d occur~tions wore now clt.ssified under industry. The larg~st 
incr.ease occurs ~mom; ·fE.rnf,le working dcpnments clr.!=!sified r-:s textile 
wcrkErs but the 193l.Rrport ~Uscounts this r-ts· being ~ gE..n~1inc incresso. . . 

It must ~ow.::;v~;r be mont'ioned tr•1t ~lth·'JU·"'h tb.:. rebtivc 
position of the Ir> lustry p,r'OUp rcr.~incd tl'.3 S~I!lC r:t tho t~o C~:?!lSU:l::s, 
thEre me1y have peen chnngcs bdv.::cn the ttJo years. Thir, wts ' p( rio1 of 
']'rowing prosrerH.~· an1 t.~er:J ar~:· s~c j nticrti ons ti· t El numb .. r of j n-
dustrbl £.;St!;}blishr..cnts wert s·.t u;. Thus t~c ntm'l) r of E:St'Jhlishmcnt~ 
reportod under the Factory b ct :.r.tdhistr~tion £·xpanrlud th;-ow:hout the 
perioo, rut thc. €!'!1Pl'?)"T''II.nt incrcost>~ "nJ th€.!'1 declind to. tl;.:; semc fi~ure 
at t.'"t;:; tw11 cLn~:1s :r•;~rs., 

(14) The ccrnpris~n beccr.cs more difficult in the cesc Of SUb9i:Uory 
occupations btceuse of a fundt~~ntal. change in tho·tabuletion of the 
results nt the tv,·ccnsuses. Ir. 1921, the table ~ives the number of 
workers in each occupational .group who have subsidi~ry occupations, but 
not th·~ trre of th6 subsidiary occupation. In 1931, the corresporrling 
teble gives the nl.Ir.!bcr· of subsidiary worJr;rs in cP.ch occupetion1l 1!-'TO'LT 



is give~, but _not the principal oocupation ?r these workers. ·'!be ~9~1 
table however distinguiShes between the. agr~cultur~l .and other subs1d1ary 
workers. · Therefore only·two cailparisons can be made; ·one the relative 
numbers with recorded subsidiary oocupations; ·and the: strength of the 
subsidiary occupations in agriculture and other sectors. . . 

(15) The following table give the position of ~he subsidiary wor-
kers at the two censuses: . i 

Table IX 

The lJorkc.,.s w~ tb Spbsidi arY Occup"'t.j qns 

Male Fe:rnale 

Workers 3,585,013 . 2,342,125 
Workers vith subsidiary occupations 
PercentagE-

398,874 197,597 
11.1 8.4 

Princip':ll ~lorkers & WorkiDg Dependents3,768,452 
• 1·1orkers with subsidiary· occupations 256,936 
·Percentage ' 6.8 

•. 

1,696,528 
97,450 
5.8 . 

Total 

5,927,138 
596,471. 
10.1 

5,464,980 
354,386 

6.5 

This shows that both for males and for females' the 1931 Census . 
showed a smaller prorcrt:l;.9n .. af workr;rs 'ltlith subsidiary workers. Two 
explanations may· be advenced, one to explain the excrss in 1921 and t.!Jc 
other to explain the de;ficieney in 1931. The··1921 Census Report mentions 
that there was a tendency in'that year to record the actual occupation at 
Cc·nsus date as. the principal occupation, and t'o record the main occupat:i.qn 
of the rest of the year as subsidiary, .As agricul t.urc and inland f.ishinr 
hed prgcticelly ceased, there was n tendency to put this down as subsid:i r:'!'Y 
occupation. This affects such a large sector and may have led to ovGr-
ostimation of workers with ·subsidiary occupations. On t.hc other h!"n1, tJ:o 
1931 CGnsus statod that returns for subsidiari occupations were fo.r frqr: · 
canplete, and olthough special cases are: mE.:ntioncd, there w::JS no attenpt' 
to examine the fir:uros in· detail. ,lle c~nnot therefore drew any spfcific 
col':lclusion ~bout chr-nr?,'r: in the rel:1tivu nmnber's wit~ subsid'iary acmlp~+iors. , .. .. 
(16) ~n the 1921 Census, subsidiary occupa.t.ions were divBc .·1 into 
t'Wo groups only, the 'lgricul tural snd othcrfl. Arr~ c1~1 tur13l occur.~tior,~. 
for this :rurrose. ineludPd: · 

{i) Ll:nd own~rs: 
(ii) Agents, managers, clerks and rent collectors; 

(iii) Cultivating owners, tenants and labourers; and 
(iv) Taungya cultivators. The basic figures are given in· 

the following table. 



- s-
Table X 

Principal ~'1d Subsidi~rv :1orkers in Agricultur"1 O:!cupstions 

1921 Census · 

Total workers 
Subsidiary Workors 
Pvrc, ·. ntr re 

1931 Census 

TottJL workers 
Subsidiary Workers 
F.:;rc<' n te g-c· 

Male 

2,271,226 
72,712 
3.2 

2,322,681 
65,468 
2.8 

Female 

1,665,230 
39,681 
2.4 

878,696 
16,809 
1.9 

* Includes prjncipal workers a~d w~king dependents. 

. Total· 

3,942,456 
112,393 

2.9 

3,201,377 
82,277 
2,6 

Tho d0cline in th~ percenta~e of subsidiary workers in egriculture may 
b0 due mostly to.the incomplete return of subsidiary occupations in 1931. 
This decline seems to bo tho semE both for mal~ and female workers. 

A corresponding 9nalysis may now be made of other occupations, 

Table XI 

Principal er.d Subsidiary Wgrkers in Non-Agricultural Occupations 

1921 Census Hale Female Total 

Total Workers 1,307,787 676,895 1,984,682 
Subsidiary ·~orkers . 326,162 157,916 484,078 
Percentage 24.946 23.329 24.389 

l2Jl Census 

Total Workors 1,~5,771 . 817,832 2,263,603 
Subsidiary Workers 191,468. 80,641 272,109 
Perccntr.ge . 13.243 9.8603 12.021 

A CCJ!lparison of the tw~ tables shows cle;~rly thst the sub
sidisry workers rlay a greater part·in the non-agricultural occupations 
than in tho agriclllturt'll. Table XI lllso indicatf'>s 9 very great decline 
in tho proportion of subsidiary workers in 1931 campered to 1921. There 
is no infornatio!'l to irdic!'te to 1..'hat extent this is duo to the under
estimation of subsFiir:ry workers in 1931 Census end to whet extent there 
is a genuine rr.nuction in the number of subsidiary work£rs. 

(17) The info~ation in the 1921 Census can also bo used to indicate 
the principal occupations of workers Yho reported subsidiary occu-

, p!!tions. The- acccmpanyirrg table XII shoJs the percentage of agricultural 
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end other subsidiary workers in relation to principal warkers.in each 
of the Census sub-classes of occupations:-

,, ..... 
Tabl£! XII 

PrinciraJ Wqrkers wit~ Subsidiary Occupations 

Sub-Clcss Total Workers Number with SUb$idiary works in:-

·I 4, 183,997 
II 23,847 
III 469,263 
IV 185,487 
v 545,214 
VI 35,109 
VII . 27,213 
VI!! 134,621· 

,IX . 4,215 
X 40,639 
XI 243,382 

Agric:ul ture % · ' other · % Total .. ~ 
'75,,716 1.8 1.;.5,468 10.o2 12.0 

'222 0.9 . 258 • 1.1 2.0 
14,11.3 3.0 19,993 4·3 ·.7~3 

. 4,058 2.2 5,.351 2.9 5.1 
8,455 1,6 22,742. 4.2 5.8 

644 1,8 166 o.s ' 2.3 
,5,565 _20.4' 1,265" 4~6 25~0 
1,027 0,8 '2,150. 1.6 2.4 

'144 ·3~4 351 8 • .3 11.7 
112 O.J 367 0,9 ,1.2 

2,602 1.1 5,787. 2.4 3.5 
XII 34,151 _15 o.1 18o o!s .o~s 

i12,393 1.9 480,078 ' 8.1 .. ··10.0 

'!he large rroportion of t.rorkers in Sub .. Class ~I: Public . 
Administr~tion who have an agricultural subsidiary occupation is mostly 
acounted for by. village officials Ernd village. servants~ The· sec6nd · 
largest proportion of agricul tura1 subsidiary workers occurs: in sub
Class IX of persons without an· occupation but receiving an incane; .this 
howeve~ is a small class and riot specially significant. 

Y.ost of the non-agricultural subsidiary warkers came from 
Sub-Class I ~ich contains the agricultural workers, On the whole 10 
per cent of the workers enumerated in 1921 reported a subsidiary occu- 1 

· pation. · · 

· (18) The 19.31 Census gives a different 'types of information about 
1

the subsidiary occupatiops of such workers~ This is sUmmarised in the 
eeaanpanying tablo. · · 
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Table XIII. 

Principals and SubsidiarY Workers 

Sub-Class Total l~orkers . Subsidiary Workers P~:rccntage 
I 

I 3,784,610 131,366 3.4 
II 31;467 2,549 8.1 
III 570,631 108,384 19.0 
IV· 206,399 . 49,621 ·24.0 
v . 520,972 48,751 9.4 
VI 28,822 46 0.2 
VII 36,426 . •, 5,375 14.8 
VIII 170,306. 6,750 4.0 
IX . 6, 782 992 14.6 
x· ·. 42,726 ·137 0.3 
XI 43,964 . 396 0.9 
XII 21,875 15 0.1 

I 

T o' t a 1 5,464,980 354,)86 6.5 

Tho largest proportion occurs in Sub-Cl1.1ss IV of- Transport 
workers en~1 ~speci111ly ~mong Group No, 108 Owners, managers and emt'lcyccs 
connected ,.ti, th voh iclcs drawn by animals. These subsidiery vrorkcrs an; 
f[drly widely distributed all ovor the country ~nd it is also mentir.n;d 
in tho Census /\eport of 1931 that all tho subsidiary workers in the 
grovr were recorded in rural areas, We may therrfore conclude that they 
ere. principally engt?gcd in a.&iculture. 

· The n~xt hi'f!,hest proportion occurs in Stih-class II of In:1ufltry, 
which is a much larger class. The bulk of these subsidiary workers were 
aeain recorded in rural arers and relate to the.Tcxtile, Wood and .Food 
industries. · 

On th8 whole, the subsidiary workers repNscnt 6.5 per· ce:nt 
of all principal ,,orkers; this mey be camrare;d with 10.0 per cent for 
1921. In 1921, 99 pcrce.nt of those subsidi1ry wrkurs were recorded 
in rur!:ll erees. 'Ihb may be ccmpared with the foct that in 1921, 83 
per cent of the subsidi2ry workers had c principrl occupation in Sub-' 
Class I. · 

(19) The main conclusions of thrr FM~ent studr may therofor(; ·be 
s'IJ!"1!1~rised in the fcllo'Winrs points: • · 
I. Thnt the main C!::USi'; of the n~clino in th':i ntmlb:rs of the occupied 

populstion is .-]uJ t0 tho Slll!l'llc..r nur.b:r of ~cr·Ls cn~crate1 as 
pr1 nciptll workers or working dependents in the 1931 Census; 

II. That useful canparisons c~n b£; m::~de ootween the 1921 and 1931 Censuses 
~ t3king only the male occupied population; . . 
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III. That some distortion is due to the fact. that the numbers· recordQd 
under the c1ess of Insufficiently Described Occupations doclined: 
very much between 1921 and 1931,: particularly among female workers; 
therefore, subject to same special adjustments, a better comparison 
may be mode b,y excluding this class; · 

IV. That efter such adjustments are made, theioccupational.distribution 
of the populatjon at the two Censuses show a remarkable simil~rity; 

V, That although the method of tabUlation or Subsidiary workers in .the 
two Censuses prev~ts the making of any direct canparisons1 each 
Census gives som~ inte::res.ting information ~or ,the corresponding yer~:. 


