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The Research and Information Commission is an independent, fact-finding body 
of five individual students elected by the Supervision Committee of the International 
Student Conference with a mandate to prepare factual reports on the educational 
situation in countries about which the International Student Conference wishes to 
receive further information. Problems concerning any particular territory, however, 
may be raised only by a :-.l'ational Union of Students having its base in that territory 
unless otherwise raised at the request of five National Unions. 

During the year 1956-57, that is from the Sixth International Student Conference 
held in September 1956 to the Seventh International Student Conference held in 
September 1957, the Research and Information Commission studied the situation in 
Algeria, Cuba, Cyprus, Goa, Hungary and Nicaragua, and report<:>d its findings to 
the Seventh International Student Conference. The Conference adopted the reports 
without opposition, and requested that they should be published and distributed as 
widely as possible. 

For this purpose the RIC Yearbook 1956-57 has been produced, containing the 
five studies of the Commission during that year. However, due to the urgency and 
the special interest to many readers of the problem discussed in this bookkt, an 
extract from the Yearbook has been printed separately. 

Readers interested in the other studies of the Commission can obtain the full RIC 
Yearbook 1956-57 by writing to the Commission. 

Research and Information Commission 
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HIGHER EDUCATION IN HUNGARY 

In accordance with Resolution 97 of the Sixth International Student Conference, 
the Research and Information Commission included the study of higher education in 
Hungary in its agenda following the requests of Confederaci6n Nacional de Estudian­
tes of Mexico of 3 November 1956, Nederlandse Studenten Raad of 2 December, Stu-

. dentenschaft der Universiti.it des Saar/andes of 6 December, Union Nationa/e des 
Etudiants du Luxembourg of 8 December, United States National Student Asso· 
ciation of 8 December, Danske Studerendes Faellesraad of 21 December and Oster­
reichische Hochschulerschaft of 21 December. 

The Secretariat was charged with collecting information and documentation; 
further it was decided that a team should be sent to Hungary. As members of this 
team, Osman Sid Ahmed Ismael (Sudsn), Emil Salim (Indonesia), and Niels Thy­
gesen· (Denmark) were selected. Visas u•ere applied for, but u·ere not granted. 

With the summer meeting of the Commission approaching and no visas granted, 
the Secretariat, in order to increase its efforts to cc•::ect material, engaged Carman 
Bickerton (Canada), former member of the Research and Information Commission, 
to travel around Europe, interviewing organisations and individuals connected with 
the problem. During the period of 26 June till 7 July Mr Bickerton visited Paris, 
Geneva, Zurich, St. Gallen, Vienna and London, gathering information. 

On the basis of the material thus collected in the Commission files, the following 
report u:as adopted by the Seventh International Student Conference U'ithout op­
position. 



INTRODUCTION 

This report seeks to show the general pattern of higher education in Hungary 
during the past few years. It is not a study of the events which occurred in the last 
months of 1956, nor even of the part played by students in those events. Naturally 
the effects of the happenings of that time on the higher education of Hungary form 
an important part of the report; but, as will be seen from the facts related ln the 
body of the report and in the appendices, the great upsurge of national feeling, and 
in particular the demands of the Hungarian university community, brought into 
sharp relief in a most dramatic, and tragic, way the grave situation that had existed 
for many years in the universities and other institutions of higher learning in Hun­
gary. 

Systems of higher education in Eastern Europe were by tradition of secular su-
premacy inherited from the institutions of the Byzantine Empire. . 

In Hungary the creation of the modern state in 1867 gave tills fundamental his­
torical fact a double emphasis. The uni\·ersity, now moulded after the German pat­
tern, was placed under the State Ministry of Culture and Religion. However, its 
intanal autonomy was guaranteed. Professors and lecturers, who were nominated by 
the faculty and appointed by the Ministry of Culture and Religion, were not 
prescribed by what they should or should not teach. The spirit of academic freedom 
was as indigenous to the university as the admirable Hungarian peasant is to the 
soil of the great Hungarian plain. 

Drspite the periods of political oppression which followed the failure of the 1848 
revolution, the bankruptcy of the 1867 political compromise with Austria and the 
First World War, the university was steadfast in protecting its autonomy and acade­
mic freedom. Hungarian scholarship was of a high calibre, known the world over, 
and as it grew in stature the independence of the university became more entren­
ched, From 1920 to 1940 Hungary's best ambassadors of good will were her univer­
sity scholars. 

As long ago as 1920 the state in Hungary controlled a considerable part of the 
country's industrial economy and social sen·ices. This growing industrial and social 
complex required a well-trained civil sen·ice. A substantial number of posts required 
state certificates which could be granted only by the universities, consequently the 
influence of the uni\'ersities spread beyond the uaditional intelligentsia and acade­
mic classes. 

The university emerged from the war with its autonomy comparatively intact. The 
majority of professors and lecturers had waged a spiritual resistance against the 
infiltration of the uni\'t•rsity by ~azi ideals. While some of the faculty members pro­
fessed pro-~azi feeling others joined a united front against Nazism. Scholars such 
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as Szekfii, an eminent Hungarian historian, openly opposed the ~azis. After the 
libt"ration in 1945 these men became the universities' new leaders. 

There now began a period of intensive academic work in the universities. Scholars 
dismissed by the conservative govrrnments and the short-lived ~azi 'regime of 19H. 
45 were re-appointed to their posts. A few brilliant communist ideologists such aq 
George Lukacs were also appointed. The universities now gave special facilities for 
study to students of the working and peasant classes, and courses of instruction 
aimed at preparing them for university work were arranged. The universitit·s thrm­
selves were taking steps to provide higher education for the worker and peasant 
students. 

This work continued to flourish undisturbed for four years. An indication of what 
was to come was given by one of the Conununist Party's leading ideologists, Joseph 
Rivai, in an article in Szabad Nep of 17 September 1948. After admitting that the 
numbers of university students of worker, and especially peasant, backgrounds had 
increased since the end of the war three years before, Rivai said: 

The disproportion between the political power of the workers and their parti· 
cipation in school is intolerable! We must finish with it ... Those changes which 
have taken place in the political and economic spheres must be reflected in the 
social composition of the pupils of the high schools and universities. We want to 
enforce class points of view in our cultural policy by establishing rules of matri· 
culation in the universities. 

By July 19-!9, sweeping changes had been made in the system of university admis­
sioQ and scholarships; see Szabad Nep of 1 July 1949. The government decrees that 
followed from 1950 onwards (see Part I, Section B) broke the bond the Hungarian 
uni\'ersities had with the past - their academic freedom and autonomy. 
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PART I . 1950 TO OCTOBER 1956 

Section A . The Hungarian University and the State 

As was pointed out in the introduction to this report, the universities in Hungary 
have long held an imp:>rtant place in society, and' followed the German tradition of 
a high degree of autonomy and independence. In September 1956, there were uni­
versities or colkges situated in the following cities: Budapest, Miskolc, Szeged, Vesz· 
pn'm, So)Jron, Debrecen, Pees and Eger. 

Since the war there has been a tremendous growth in the numbers 'of students 
following courses at these universities, reaching a total of approximately 45,000 in 
1956. In the year 1954-55, 84 per cent of the students were in receipt of scholar· 
ships. 

The position of the universities in relation to the state stems from statutes of the 
Minister for Culture and Religion in which the state lays down, in the most minute 
detail, the workings of the university, not only in administrative fields, but also in 
normal academic matters and details of academic discipline. A study of these statutes 
and other regulations and decrees issued by the Minister shows that there was no 
university autonomy or freedom existing in Hungary. The state interfered at will 
in all university academic and administrative matters. 

Statute No. 1400 77/1950 (XII- 19) V.K.M. states: 

Article 1: 
I In every faculty of the universities of arts and sciences and of the technical 

unirersities there is a Deanery which acts under the guidance of a Dean or 
deputy Dean. 

2 The Deanery is divided intQ the following sections: 
a study section 
b seCllon for staff matters 
c rconomical section 

Article 2: 
The stu:!y section helps the Dean and the faculty in providing well-trained 

students faithful to our People's Republic with a thorough Marxist-Leninist 
knowledge in order that graduates will build socialism with ent~usiasm. 

The following articles then enumerate the various duties of the study secti;n to 
fulfil this objective, such as: 

Article 3, para. j: 
It or~anises the ideological and Russian education and secures the technical 

preconditions for this work (classrooms, library, etc.). 
Article 4, para, Ia: 
Registrrs the undergraduates as far as their study and political development 

are conct'rned. 
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Article 4, para. 2: 
In fulfilJ:ng its activity regarding the above enumerated duties the study sec­

tion is in close connection with the DISZ. (For the nature of DISZ see Part I, 
Section D). 

These articles also lay down in detail the duties of this section with regard to 
every possible facet of university student life, economic, academic and social. Other 
articles deal in the same way with staff matters and matters of finance of the 
Deanery. 

Statute No. 1400-65- 11/1951 (11-18) V.K.M. lays down the general rules of 
the universities and colleges relating to the studies, discipline and examinations at 
the universities and colleges. 

Again, this lays down in great detail all matters relevant to the conduct in the 
universities. For example, Chapter 2: 

Article 3: 
The lectures - with the exception of evening classes - have to start at 8 

a.m. The length of the teaching hour, taking local circumstances into conside­
ration- 45 to 50 minutes. 

Article 6: 
The curriculum of studies and the theme (tematology) of the compulsory lec­

tures are to be apprO\·ed by the competent min!ster. Lectures which are not 
compulsory but serve the deepening .of the scholarly dis;>osition of the under­
graduates should be approved by the competent minister following the propJsition 
of the Head of the special study in question and after the opinion of the Dean 
has been heard. 

Chapter 4 of this statute deals with the life and conduct of the undergraduates, 
for exam.!Jle Article 3 states: 

The undergraduate must behave at the university and in his private life in 
accordance with the socialist ethics. 

Chapter 5 lays down the details of examinatons, the methods, the type, oral or 
written, and even the method of marking. 

Chapter 6 enforces two of the things that were the subject of violent objections at 
the time of the students' demands in October 1956 (see Part II, Section D): 

At the end of the studies a state examination has to be nassed in Marxism­
Leninism, on the general knowledge of the subject (one or more examinations), 
an:l in the Russian language. 

Other chapters deal with such matters as the form of the diploma awarded, ab­
sentt'eism, and discipEnary matters. (With regard to this last, see Part I, Section C). 

The fact that the system of state interference in the freedom of the universities 
existed to an excessive oegree is proved by statements made by Hungarian ministers 
themselves. 

Magyar Tal'irati Jroda reported on 29 September 1956 a statement of Albert 
Konya, Minister of Education, who said: 

The leaden of the universities must be given wider powers. It would be cor-
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rect for the Ministry of Education to lay down only examination requirements 
and to leave the universities to work out their own curricula. 

. . 
In the same broadcast there was an interview with Istvan Soeter, Deputy Minister 

of Education, who said: 

Universities must clearly enjoy autonomy on the principal subjects of educa­
tion and instruction. There must be more independence for the universities as 
regards the direction of scientific work, the management of their own economic, 
social and student affairs, and in other matters. The present excessively restricted 
system must definitely be relaxed. 

HJw this relaxation was achieved, and how brief was its life, are shown in later 
sections in this repJrt. 

Section B .. University courses and methods of study 

During the period 1950 to March 1956, study in the university was closely con­
fined by the obligatory nature of several subjects, the content of courses of study and 
the method of instruction. 

Marxism-Leninism and Russian According to Statute No. 1400-65 - 11/1951 
(11-18) V.K.M.: 

The aim of higher education is that such excellently trained specialists should 
leave the uni\·ersities who, furn:shed thoroughly with Marxist-Len'n:st knowledge~ 
are faithful to our People's Republic, and who build up socialism with enthu­
siasm and are always ready for the defence of the country. 

Article 21 of the same statute says: 

At the end of the course a state examination has to be passed on Marxism· 
Leninism, on the general knowledge of the subject and ... · the Russian language. 

The numbrr of hours devoted to the instruction of these obligatqry courses, the 
attendance of wh:ch was compulsory, varied from faculty to faculty. Usually four 
hours were devoted to Marxism-Leninism and two to Russian. (See Appendix Bl.) 

!liational defence Home defence formed a third compulsory subject of university 
instruction. One of the demands most often put forward by the students in October 
1956 was the abolition of home defence from the curriculum. Women students also 
were obliged tJ study the subject (see Part II, Section D). Three hours a week 
were devoted t:> its instruction. (See Appendix Bl.) 

Content of courses of study "Ideological tenets," said Mr Endre Szekely in 
Kozntt·elis of 1 January 1956, "cann:>t be separated from the teaching material 
itself." In another article in Koznevelis of February 1956, Mr Szekely drew atten­
tion to the imp:mance of contents and methods of training and educational work 
in the "ommunist ideJlogical-political education". A frequent subject of editorial 
comment in S:abad Sip of these years was what it called the failure of the teachers 
aud pr.:>fess:m tJ relate "ideJbgic.U and pJlitical education to the subject matter of 
tht uni\"ersity curricula" (Budapest Radio, 10 July 1954). 
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The biggest trouble, thought Mr Ferenc Vadasz, Head of Department, :Ministry of 
Culture, in an article in Koznevelis of 1 May 1957, was that: 

teachers are afraid to adopt a p::>litical attitude and instead adopt an idle at­
titude of expertancy. We are well aware of the fact that often it constitutrs a 
task exceeding their strength to approach the excited young people with a poli­
tical firmness in the tt"aching of their subjects. 

1\Iethod of instruction Mr. Szekely in Tdrsadalmi Szemle of February 1956 under. 
lined the importance of acquainting pedagogues with "the pedagogical teachings of 
the Marxist-Leninist classics". The March Resolution had "directed their attention 
to the close relations b~tween education and socialist thinking". It prescribed that 
curricula and text books were to radiate 1\Iarxist-Leninist ideology. 

The close government supervision of teaching methods can be seen in Statute No. 
1400-65 - 11/1951, where certain rules are laid down regarding the activities of 
profess::>rs (see Appendix B2). In addition, the Hung:uian Workers Party took great 
interest in the content of courses and methods of instruction at the universities. 

The new term raises the problem of how to improve the ideological-political 
t"ducation of our university youth, in which field a serious lagging behind has 
been noticeable in the past years. 

TI1e pernicious effect of the rightist views made itself strongly felt at the high 
schools. Among other things it was maintained that ideological indoctrination can 
be neglected, professional training alone being necessary. 

In many plact:"s the rais:ng of the standard of study was carried out in such 
a way that it conflicted with the targets of class policy set by the party, (See 
Appendix B3.) 

Section C • Discrimination, admissions, expulsions 

By the Constitution of the Hungarian People's Republic of 20 August 1949: "The 
Hunr;arian Republic ensures the right to education for evPry worker." (Article 48.) 
This right is ensured ''by means of an extension to all of educational facilities". Thus 
nominally every Hungarian has the right to secure an education proportionate to his 
ability. 

Many instances where admission has been denied once, twice and even three times 
during the period 1950 to 1956, on grounds other than those of academic merit, have 

'been cited to the Research and Information Commission. One of the most outstand­
ing examples of a brilliant man being denied permission to enter university is 
attached to this section as Appendix Cl. Having gained distinction in all of his 13 
subjects in secondary school, he submitted his Matura to the Ministry of Education 
for admission to the University of Budapest. The Ministry's reply reads: "On the 
basis of the resolution of the Faculty meeting of 24 November 1948, Mr Marghescu 
Sand::~r's application for enrolment is rejected." All of the three reasons printed on 
the fonn were crossed out. N::> reas::>n was given. 

Admission to the universities was by law determined by social origin, and has been 
since 19H (Szabad i'iep of 1 July 1949). Section II of Decree No. 1. 011/5-
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12/1950 (VII) on tuition fees in art colleges, iiiustrates the process of selection of 

university students: 

The child of a worker or a working peasant shall be admitted during the 
first year of his studies free of tuition fees regardless of his academic accomplish· 
ments or economic standing. 

Section III of Decree No. 1 270-10/1950 (X-4) V.K.M.: 

From the point of view of social origin, the pupils fall into the following cate­
gories: 

a Children Gf workers, artisan helpers, and members of a productive cooperative 
b Children of working peasants... the manual workers of the service ... and 

public employees. · 
c Children of working peasants ... employed intellectuals ... imd the children of 

janitors. 

Reaction to this system of admission aroused opposition. Mr. Ferenc Vadasz, wri· 
ting in Kozneuelis of 1 May 1956, cites the case of a girl who 

applied for admission t:> the secondary school of Bekes. She is a good pupil and 
an excellent pioneer. The general school supp::>rted her application. Her father is 
a much respected cowherd in the local cooperative farm. But the "origin of the 
pupil is class-alien because of her grandfather's conduct". The secondary school 
is s:Jrry but such a little girl cannot be admitted. 

It is, however, significant that the criticisms in this article are not levelled at the 
principles underlying such a method of selection, but at the fact that the system is 
not working properly. 

This attitude is stated specifically at times, for example in Nepszava of 25 August 
1956: 

In the faculty of law a great many youths of worker and peasant origin have 
been admitted, having only 13 to 14 g:~od points, while masses of youths with 20 
and more p:>ints were refused. This was d:Jne under the pretext that special care 
is needed in the faculty of law where the majority of students are trained for im· 
portant state posts and therefore it is important to ensure an adequate proportion 
of students of w:Jrker and peasant origin. The principle in itself is perfectly correct. 
It is wrong, however, to urge the enrolment of worker and peasant youth with a 
po:>r knowledge on the basis of this principle. , 

That the leaders themselves realised that the situation was not as it should be-is 
shown by the following quotation, made by Albert Konya, Minister of Education in 
Szabad lfjusdg of 28 August 1956: 

Talking of the matriculations of this year, Comrade Konya said that out of 
16,000 applicants 5500 were admitted. This cannot be called satisfactory, we 
ought to th!nk of making the secondary school certificate a prerequisite for the 
attaining of certain posts. In order to make admissions more lawful and more 
dt'mocratic we must come gradually to a phase when students of intellectual 
descent are judged at the same level as those of peasant or worker descent. A 
directive concerning this matter will be issued by the Ministry of Public Educa­
tion by February. 
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To the question "wh.lt will happen with the rchJbilit.llion of the uniHrsitv ~tu­
dents who were want:mly e:'tpelled ?" the Deputy ~linister uid th.1t e.1ch of tht· r 
cases will be re-enmined immt"diately after its present.ltion. 

That this discrimination of a soci;~) nature w;~s recogni$ed as being harmful to the 
educational sntem as a whole is dear from st:ltements du1ing the course of the 
summer of J9j6, and there were indications of an tasing of the situ;Hion. 

The principle t::1 be followed in future is th;~t applicanu with "e)(ccllent'' ar,·! 
"go:xl" marks must be admitted irrespectiH~· of whether they art of intrllectu.ll 
origin or n::>t. (S;abad 1/JUHig of 21 August 19jG,) 

l"nd:>Ubtedly the increasing pressure for the rel;~:'tation of this discrimination beg.1a 
to have nme effect, at least on the surf.1ce. 

We shall do our brst to cut out fa\·ouritism in enrolments. Therr is no doubt 
of the bet that it still prevails. ( S;abad lfjusag of Z9 September !9j6.) 

In add:tion to the d:scrimination practised in the admission of students to the 
universities a systt>m of comtant watch w;u kept up)n the behaviour, attitudes and 
acti\·ities of those ,.·ho were able to obt.lin entr:wce. The results of these observatior'~ 
were kept in personal filn, and the remarks in these person.ll filrs ran{(e frr>111 
mention of the student's hobbies to his pJl:tical p::>ssibilities or otherwise. Thn·e 
e:'tamples of these persJnal files are conuined in :\ppend::c C 2. 

As well as maintaining this nry close watch upm the studenu other devices were 
used to ensure that the "wr::mg'' kind of stud~nt d:d nJt n·main bn{( at the univer­
s:tr. As an example ~e find the following statement in Tlirsadalmi S:tmle of Srp· 
tember 19j5: 

ldeJlogical dt:'b:~tes have been started and a movement is afoot ll e-<pcl stu­
dents wh.l are openly hostile to our pe)ples' democracy. (See App~ndix B 3.) 

During the period of some rclax:uion, Srptem' ·r 1956 to January 1957, admi;. 
sions of the e\·J results of these discriminatory vractices were made, as were abo 
prom:~ of rehabJ:t.nion. 

In the course of rehabilitation in univtuit;es there h.1ve been -10 studenn 1.1hn 
belt, ,..h l thTJugh uces.sive char~es were shut out of the uninnities. ( S;:abad 
ljj~r..;lig of 29 Stptember 19j6). 

Section D • Student organisations and activities 

Dolgoz6 Ifjusig Szontsige During the period d~alt with in this !tction of the 
~pJrt there was n.l separate student organisation in Hun{(lry; students were mem­
bers of the 0\·er.ill youth orun~ation DA;p:J lf;u;a; S;o~tLigt IDISZ). There was 
a de;:>lrtment of the administution of DISZ whilh w~ sup;>J~ed t:. attend t:. 5pe­
ciLc.illy stadent m;1tten, the student section, but there W.ll no sep:uate men,bership 
teetion f.:Jr students. 

The DISZ ~o~as a p.uty pJLtical org:1ni.wtion, ;u is shown clearly in its st<.~tutes, 
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Clause 2: 

The Union of Working Youth (DISZ) is the reserve of the party and its auxi· 
liary in all aspects of the building of socialism. The DISZ operates under imme­
diate direction of the Hungarian Workers Party; the resolutions of the party are 
obligatory for the DISZ. According t:> the principle of regional division, the 
organisations of the DISZ are directed by the appropriate organs and committees 
of the party. The Central Committee of the DISZ is directly subordinate to the 
Central Committee of the party. 

and in Clause 3: 

The DISZ supports in all its work the victorious doctrine of Marxism-Leninism. 

Clause 4: states: 

In the spirit of socialist patriotism and proletarian internationalism DISZ de­
\"elops in the youth an unshakeable faith in the Soviet Union, liberator of our 
country, whose continual and friendly aid is the gauge of our national indepen· 
dence, of the results we have obtained, and of our peace. 

I 
The units forming the DISZ consisted of groups in factories, cooperatives, educa· 

tiona! institutions, etc. These units had to hold regular meetings and submit reports 
to the Central Committee. The DISZ was the only national youth organisation 
existing in Hungary. 

As the only organisation for the students the DISZ exercised certain influences in 
the administration and control of the universities. For disciplinary and work purposes 
the students were divided into study groups of 15-30 members. Group leaders were 
app:>inted by the Deans upon the prop::.sition of the DISZ. In disciplinary matters in 
the university the Deans officiated as judges, acting up:>n a report of a committee 
"formed with the participation of the DISZ". 

Each faculty Deanery was· divided into three sections: study section, staff section 
and economic section. The study section, amongst other normal academic duties, had 
to "register the undergraduates as far as their study and p::>litical development is 
concerned" and to "deal with affairs relating to the military service of the undergra­
duates". 

In fulfilling these functions the section was "in close connection with the DISZ". 
(Statute of the Ministry of Religion and Culture No. 14:00-77/1950 (XII-19) 
V.K.M. Article 4:.) 

Despite the advantages given to it by official party and government support it is 
clear that DISZ did not obtain the following among the youth, ~nd in particular the 
students, that was expected. 

Particularly important was the role of the DISZ at the universities and col­
leges ... the work of the DISZ at the universities, however, was far from satis­
fact:>ry, and during the last years a certain amount of regression was noticeable. 
(Speech by Szakali, first secretary of DISZ Central Committee at the DISZ 
Congress, 15 June 1955.) 

It is clear that dissatisfaction with DISZ grew, and there were strong moves for 
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more independern::e of the organisation. On the other hand fears were expressed th:~t 
this might "weaken the party's rolt" (So:abad l'-.'ip of ~3 Aul:!'ust 1956). 

In fact there can be no doubt that far from voicing the feelings and aspiratiom of 
the youth and students DISZ did what it could to stifle any surh expression. For 
example, the demands put forward by the students in October 1936 show quite 
clearly their feelings on questions of curricul.!, living and studying conditions and 
ac.Jdemic freedJm, (see Part II, Section D), but in all public statements, partiru· 
larly those at international student meetings, the DISZ gave no hint of the existence 
of any problems in these fields, e g. the rep:~rts of DISZ dcleg:~tions to the 1933, El5 f 
and 1955 Council meetings of the Internationall.Jnion of Studcnu. 

Towards the autumn of 1936 the pressure for freedom of expression inside DISZ 
was growing so strongly that it was proving impJSsible to quell. A realis;1tion of this 
was shown at a meeting of DISZ secretaries at universities reported in Szabad 1/· 
jusdg of 21 August, where Bela Szalai stated that DISZ leaders should arrange "free 
debate$' and that they should not prevent the students from voicing their opinion 
freely. On 24 August the same paper printed a draft resolution from the meeting 
deaLng with university problems. The resolution points out that colleges need a form 
of autonomy which is in harmony with the society. In students' hostels the political, 
pedagog:cal and economic conditions were inadequate, and necessary reforms should 
be introduced immediately. 

These statements only underline the total inadequacy of the DISZ as an organi· 
sation which had claimed for years to 'speak on behalf of the Hungarian students. 
Later parts of this report show its reaction to the events of October and November 
1956, and the attitude of the students to it when they had the freedom to express 
their true feelings towards the body that had claime,; to represent them for so long. 



PART II- OCTOBER 1956 TO MARCH 1957 

Section A . Brief historical intoduction on the role 
of the university" 

Protests against the stifling of cultural and academic freedom in Hungary were 
first voiced by some Hungarian writers as early as the autumn of 1955. Despite ar­
rests the protests continued, and were strengthened in the summer of 1956 by the 
foundation of the Pctofi Club. The club was originally sponsored by the DISZ and 
was intended mainly as a forum for young communist intellectuals. 

On 19 October 1956 the Minister of Education, Albert Konya, announced certain 
changes as the result of student demands (see Part I, Section D). This announcement 
was folbwed by student manifestations in Szeged where more far-reaching demands 
were made. These events were followed, on 22 October, by student meetings in Bu­
dapest where a large number of requests were put forward (see Part II, Section D). 
On the following day, 23 October, the news of the students' initiati\·e became known 
throughout the city, and many thousands of people joined the mass demonstration 
organised by the students. A number of students left the mass meeting and went to 
the radio station with the intention of having their demands broadcast. A delegation 
of students entered the radio station, and after a while it was rumoured amongst the 
large crowd that one of them had been shot by the A VH members guarding the build­
ing. Shortly after, the A VH men in the building opened fire, kilEng a number of 
pe::Jple. From this time on fighting broke out in various parts of the. city in which the 
students played a leading part. 

The inten•ention of Soviet forces in strength began the next day, and for five days 
there was intensive fighting by the Hungarian students, workers, some army units 
and police against the So\·iet forces and the A VH. 

On 27 October Imre Nagy formed a new government with participation from 
various political parties and it was announced that negotiations would commence 
for the withdrawal of Soviet forces from Budapest. In addition it was stated that the 
A VH was to be disbanded and that free elections were to be held. The cease fire, 
ordered on 28 October, became effective on 30 October and Soviet armour began 
to withdraw from the city. However, on 1 November it was clear that additional 
Soviet units were entering Hungary and the g:>vernment protested to the Soviet 
Ambassad::Jr. Despite this no satisfactory reply was received and accordingly the 
Hungarian government stated its withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact and issued a 
Declaration of Neutrality. Meanwhile negotiations had been going on for the with-

• For further details see: Report of the United Nations Special Committee on the 
Problem of Hungary. 
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drawal of all Soviet forces. However on 4 November a large scale attack on Buda­
pest began, and at the same time Janos Kadar announced that he had formed a 
government and had asked for the help of Soviet troops to qurll "fascism and r~ac­
tion". By II November fighting had virtually ceased in all districts. This was fol­
lowed gradually by the dissolution of bodies which had provided a forum for free 
distussion; the Revolutionary Council of Intellectuals was dissolved on 9 December, 
the Pctofi Club ccasrd to function and the Writers' Union was disbanded in April 
19j7, 

As will be sl."en in the following section of this rep::~rt, during this period the 
university community put brward a large number of demands relating both to 
university and student life, and to the general social and p:~litical life of the com· 
munity as a wh:>le. These demands show clearly the great desire of the students to 
have the oppxtunity to study in an atmosphere of academic freedom, with the 
possibility of developing their cultural aspirations to the full. 

Section B · Courses and methods of study 
During the period from October 1956 to March 1957 there were considerable va. 

riations in the laws, decrees and regulations governing the content and type of cour­
ses for universities and other centres of teaching. These variations were the result 
of pressures from the university community and parents of student> on the one 
hlnd, and the clear desire of the Kadar government to recover absolute control on 
the other 

At the beginnin~ of the period, despite the stirrings in the academic and intel­
lectual groups in Hungary (see Part II, Sections A : •• 1d D) the rigid adherence to 
the old system was maintained. It had earlier been made quite dear that the prin. 
cipal purp:>se of teachers' training institutes, f:>r example, was not necessarily to 
pr:>duce the best teachers, but properly politically indactrinated communists. This is 
shown quite clearly in a speech by Gyula Bizo in th·· Union of Teachers and rep:>rted 
in Kozntvtlir, an official edurational publication, in its issue of 15 October 1955 
(see Appendix B l). However, the m:mnting demands for greater intellectual freedom 
(see P .1rt II, Section D), began to have an effect. 

On 19 October 1956, the Minister of Education made several imp:>rtant announce­
ments at an extraord;nary meeting of university lecturers: examinations would be 
abolished in the general schools; the question of allowing s~udcnts to choose freely 
the subjects of their examinations was bein~ considered; compulsory learning of 
the Russian language at the universities would cease, students would be ,illowed to 
cho~se themselves which fJreign language they wJuld lezun; physical training W:Juld 
hencdorth be optional; national defence education i.e. compulsory military training 
at the uni\·enities, would be re-examined. The minister also stated that the curri­
culurn of the univenities must be drawn up by the universities themselves, and there 
w,)U)d au:> be opp:>rtunities for optional attendance at lectures, the present system 
of supervision of attendance would be ab:>lished. (Budapest Radio 19 October and 
~0 Odober 1936 ) 

These concession.s, however, came too late, for on the same day, 19 October 1956, 
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a mass meeting of Budapest technical students was held and a series of demands' 
relating to many aspects of student life were formulated. (See Appendix Dl.) Stu­
dents' meetings in other centres were held during the next few days, their resolutions 
becoming stronger as time went on. (See Appendices D4 and D7.) 

On 3 November the Revolutionary Committee of the Ministry of Education issued 
a statement (see Appendix B5) broadcast over Radio Kossuth, dealing with courses 
in schools, in which it can be seen that almost complete freedom of education was 
intended and the Soviet domination in this field was to end. That this was also to 
apply to the universities is clear from the statement of the Minister of Education on 
19 October. 

During the period of fighting, and indeed until the beginning of February 1957, 
most of the universities remained closed. Nevertheless from time to time statements 
were made regarding the curriculum at schools and universities. For example on 30 
November 1956, Albert Konya, who had regained his position as Minister of Educa­
tion, drclared that: 

the ::uDn:>my of the univers:ties could no longer remain an e:npty slogan. 
One obstacle in the way of autonomy was the need to assure professors that 

they would be able freely to express their opinions and scientific v!ews. 
In the field of ideJlogical instruction majJr changes are needed. Instruction in 

party hist::>ry has already been abolished. Instruction in ec:momic p11icy is es­
sential in certain faculties. But it is a debatable p:>int whether this should be done 
by teaching p:>litical ec::momy, or by means of c:>urses in industrial economy and 
other lectures. 

The Minister also announced that "personnel departments" would be abolished in 
the univcrsitic3 and Marxism-Leninism departments w:mld also cease to exist. 

This attitude towards academic freedom and intellectual liberty did not, however, 
last. As the situation became more and more "stabilised" signs are increasingly evi­
dent of a reversion to the pre-revolutionary p:>licy of suppression. Hints were made 
in announcements and talks, for example on 10 February 1957 on Budapest Radio 
the separation of religious teaching from schools was advocated; freed:>m of religious 
teaching inside the sch::>ols had been granted on 3 November (see Appendix B5); 
and at the same time it was clearly stated that "the basis of educati'on is still the Mar­
xist-Leninist materialist ideology". At aboJJt this time it was announced that religious 
instruction would be limited to those students whose parents had already entered 
them in such courses at the beginning of the academic year. (Magyar Kozlony of 24 
March 1957, and UN Rep:>rt, para. 782, page 136.) 

The impression that the Hungarian go\·ernment was planning to r~verse the 
pledges given at the end of 1956 is further strengthened by the rep:>rt, in the Lon­
d::m Daily Worker of 4 February 1957, that the Deputy Health Minister, Istaran 
Simonovits, told a meeting of medical school professors that the compuls:Jry study of 
Marxism·Leninism could not be excluded from the sphere of higher education. 

At the same time talk of university autonomy and independence was continued, 
but with n::> real effect whatsoever. For example, an article on the "independence of 
the universities" in Nepszabadsag o£ 23 January 1957 shows to what degree inde­
pendence is contemplated: 
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According to several views it is the State that will prt>scribe in the future at 
which department teaching should be carried on, determining also the time of 
studies and the order of exams, as well as the requirements with whirh the stu­
dents will have to comply after concluding their studies. 

Within this scope it will be the universities that will decide on the numbt·r of 
terms during which the several subjects are to be taught as well as on the numbrr 
d lectures required, and they will also be resp::msible for seeing to it that the 
students reach the required level. 

It is clear that during this period a real measure of academic freedom was fought 
for by the university community and promised by the authorities. The kind of 
demands made, and the strength with which they were made, indicates clearly the 
degree of repression that had existed, and the fierceness of the opposition secretly 
harboured by the entire academic community. It is also clear that the freedom 
and autonomy promised was not to last, as later sections in this report show. 

Section C - Discrimination, arrests, deportations 

The upheaval of October and November caused the relaxation or cancl'llation of 
many decrees and regulations (see Part II, Section B) that had led to discrimination 
against students and teachas. At the same time severe dislocation of the educational 
system due to the closing of the universities and the destruction of many school buil­
dings was caused. Nevertheless there was hope that university life could s ·on begin 
on a new basis, This was dearly expressed by Miklos Viragh, Rector of Lorand 
Eol\·os Uni\·ersity who said that the "only determining factor" for entry to the 
universities "should be the remits of matriculation and other entry examinations" 
(Hungarian Home St'rvice, 3 December 1956). 

Despite the hope that, as a result of the students' struggle, discrimination and ar· 
rests would erase, thrre can be no doubt that this was not the case. As early as 
6 December J9j6 the newspaper Nipakaral felt it l·•~cessary to deny that studrnts and 
profe.;sors were being placed under arrest ''as a remit of the order by the police to 
seize students and professors for havin~ taken part in the p:lpular movement of 23 
October". But the article also shows clearly that the Revolutionary Students' Com­
mittee and provisional committees of MEFESZ considered that such arrests had 
taken place. 

That the fears of these students were well founded is shown by a statement of 
the Minister of Education, Albert Konya, who in an interview in Magyar 1/justig of 
S January 1957 stated: 

The bulk of the arre!ted students have been released. For instance, at the 
l'ni\·ersity of \"eszprem a number of studenu had been arrest~d in the first days 
of Christmas, but all of them have now b~en rt"!t"ascd. This of course does not 
me..1n that no arre>ts will be carried out in future for anti-state activity. 

On 12 January, as rep:med in The Obrentr, the entire Revolutionary Students' 
Committee of Budapest was arrested, except br one, who escaped abroad. Trial dates 
were fi.)(ed for two of the leaders, J,tran Pouar and Tyoerr,:y Vintze. 

Further arrests were reported in Sep;zabad,tig of 5 February, which tells of the 
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arrest of seven students and three lecturers during a police raid on the student .hostels. 
Three names were given in the article: 

Tibor Beke, a member of the MEFESZ secretariat at the Technical University, 
wh:J was accused of making and spreading anti-government leaflets; in his quar­
ters a typewriter, leaflets and typing paper were found. 

Joszcf Nemes, a member of the provisional committee of MEFESZ was arrested 
on the same charge. 

Istran Kornidesz, a professor's assistant, was charged with being the organiser; 
a typewriter and stencils were found in his room. (See Appendix C3.) 

Evidence from the Hungarian official sources, of many more arrests, has been 
collected by the International Commission of Jurists and published in their book 
The Hungarian Situation and the Rule of Law (see Appendix C4). 

Deportations From a careful study of all available information there can be no 
doubt that numbers of students were deported from Hungary to the USSR. 

From the testimony of witnesses and from other evidence received, the Com. 
mittee has reached the conclusion that, since 4 November 1956, deportations of 
Hungarian citizens to the USSR have taken place in considerable numbers, 
which cannot be accurately assessed, but which run in~o thousands. The Com­
mittee has no proof that more than a part of the deportees has been returned 
to Hungary. (UN Report, para. 740, page 127.) 

On 3 Decrmber newspaper correspondents reported that lstran Szirrnai, chief of 
th~ Hungarian Government Press Department, had admitted: 

that there were isolated cases in the first days of chaos after 4 November when 
the Russian authorities arrested and deported young people; however, when the 
g)\'ernment was stabilised, it intervened and all persons deported were returned. 
(UN Report, para. 717, page 123.) 

This admission was later denied. 
However, reports from many sources showed the conviction that deportations were 

continuing. In some estimates made to the UN Committee it was stated that about 
20 per cent of the deportees were students. · 

One witness, a professor in Budapest, testified that he and his colleagues had 
made several efforts to secure the repatriation of a number of students. Accor· 
ding to the witness, Lie-utenant-Colonel Sidorenko of the Soviet Central Mili­
tary command at first den:ed that the Russian authorities had given orders to 
deport anyone. If such a thing had happened it must have been individual ac­
tion. The wi:nm then handed him a list of names thrown from a deportation 
train and als:> told him of several fourteen and fifteen year-old children who had 
recently been brought back with heads shaven from Uzgorod and Kolomea in the 
Soviet l'nion. Lieutenant-Colonel Sidorenko then admitted that deportations had 
taken plan·, but he said that their object was to get the students away from the 
m.•nr of fighting and that once order had been res:ored they would be sent home. 
(l':-\ Report, para. 738, page 126.) 

The full story of the arrests and deportations of Hungarian students for political 
rrasons cannot )'('t be fully told. But the facts, as they are now clearly known, show 
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that the university community in Hungary faces a situation of repression equalling 
any that existed during the Rakosi regime. 

Section D • Student organisations and activities 
For some time, in fact since early summer of 19S6 (see Part I, Section D), stu. 

dents have demandd reforms of a system that determined adrniss'on to thr univrrsi. 
ties on social and political grounds, overstrained the capacitirs of both students and 
teachers, denied choice of study; blocked effective student organisation and offered 
little opportunity for suitable employment after graduation, 

After the party's July Resolution on the intelligentsia, students' drmamls became 
comprehensive. The first appeal came from the students of Hess Andreas Hostel of 
the Budapest Technological University, as reported in Szabad /fjusag of 22 October 
19j6, The students indicted DISZ for' its disregard of problems that have been 
f..1cing students for years. Of the IS pJints, J.1. were appe.1ls against the intnlerahle 
conditions of university study and lack of suitable employment after graduation (st•e 
Appendix D I). The University Council suppJrted the students' demands. 

The same issue of Szabad lfjusag reported the students of Pres University as 
prep:ued to take part in the reform of the university system. They ak> asked that 
the independence of universities be furthered by a reorganisation of f.1rulty studirs and 
test military training should be modified in order that the general progress of stll· 
dents would not be impeded. The Pees students declared their solidarity with DISZ. 
The students regretted that the Ministtr of Educution failed to considn the mattn 
of university admissions. 

The rejuvenation of DISZ had been debated ten days bdore the Technological 
students met to draw up their IS points. Szabad Nep in its leader of 4 October called 
for a tightening up of the party organisation at the university, wh~re they could 
assist the tc:.~ching staff "of the chairs of M.Hxism-L~ninisrn to obtain information on 
university and p::~litical affairs". Concerning the party's imp)rtant duties in the 
univers:ties the leader commented that they could not be cbcharged "without relying 
on DISZ, which has proved its reliability by consistently repre~cnting the p·,Jicy of 
the p:Hty on the university admission committees". Swbad lfju•al! of II Ortohcr 
repJrted Ervin Hollas, secretary of the Central Committee of DISZ, as saying that 
it w;u "becoming more and more evident that the org:mis«tions of the Youth 
Federation cannot be identical with the party organis<~tions". The editJrial comment 
of the same issue of Szabad 1/ju.sag condemned the anti·demouatic rlcc:tion of 
DISZ leaders. The paper said that the organisation "should elett whom they like 
by secret ballot"and that the "whole style of work should chanqe". 

The Hungarian }bme Service repJrted on 18 October 1956 that the DISZ 
executi\es' lengthy statement favoured a more independent atmosphere in the 
un:venity and that the work of DISZ organisations in the univenitir·s IOIJSt c:.>me 
unJer review in the stuJents' parliament to meet in l'iovemb~r. The DISZ statr·ment, 
which w.u summed up in seven points, stated that the "overloading of the univenity 
curriculum must end. Students should have the choice of attend,mce at a number of 
spr:cial:.W:d colleges. The roll call system must be discontinued." (See Appendix D2.) 
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The demands included optional instruction of languages in universities and that the 
"teaching of Marxism-Leninism should be in the right proportion to the branch of 
study being pursued and that lecture hours devoted to it should be reduced'', The 
question of national defence instruction required re-examination. Students should be 
housed in better hostels and should have better food. 

The Hungarian Home Service's rep:>rt, on 18 October 1956, of the meeting of 
what was described as the "first students' parliament", included interviews with 
uudents, all of whom criticised the system of university admissions, the obligatory 
course of Russian and the preparation of new text-books. 

A rep::~rt of the Szeged students' meeting on the Hungarian Home Service 19 
Oct:Jber 1956 t::~ld of the demands for the rehabilitation of two Szeged professors, 
both of whom ''had been removed from their chain and whom this year's e\·ents bad 
pro\·ed right". 

Reports that thousands of Hungarian students were resigning from DISZ was 
confirmed by a Hungarian H:.Jme Sen·ice Rep:;,rt of 21 October 19j6 of mass 
meetings at Szeged. where members of the l'niversity Student Council annouced their 
d<>cision after a meeting with the students to form a separate student organisation, 
Ma~yar Egytlnni Is Foiskolai Hallgat6 Egytsulrteiruk Szot·ttsege (MEFESZ). 
Criticism was aimed at the inability of DISZ "t:> protect the specific interests of 
university students''. The council made dear that they would not "hold alo::~f' from 
DISZ as there were "no differences between MEFESZ and DISZ either as re~ards to 
their objecti\'es or their relations with the party". The objective of MEFESZ was 
decl.lred to be the protection of uni,·ers:ty and college students' interests. Within 
h:Jttfli of the Szeged announcement the DISZ Central Committee secretary rep:med 
his a~rrement with the MEFESZ programme. Other executh·e committees of DISZ 
were sirnil.trly disposed. (See Appendix D3.) 

The council announced that "the statutes of MEFESZ showed testimony to the 
students' determination to follow the party's political line in the spirit of the XX 
CJngress and Marxism-Leninism". The majority of the 20 points of the MEFESZ 
pr Jgramme concerned the improvement of the students' study and living conditions. 
Fnm this imp:lftant event until the Russian inten·ention of 4'November, students' 
dt"m;mds came from univers:t!es and colleges throughout Hungary. Nothing can bear 
better testimony to the restricted framework DISZ provided for effecti,·e student 
org:mis..1tion than the fact that in order to air these demands new specific student 
bod:t•s h.1d t:> be fom1ed by the students. 
s~ubad lfjrwig of 20 Oct:>ber welcomed the Szeged de\'elopment, pointing out 

that the Sieged students had "for some time been demanding university autonomy, 
lt"sS military tr.tinin~ and Marxism-Leninism". The paper said that DISZ's slowness 
to an hJd gi' en birth to a new organisation. 

From ~2 Oct:Jber onwards the demands of students assumed national character. 
The tn!"et1nll of Bud:1pest architectural students (Hungarian H:>me Sen·ice 22 
O<tob~r 1956) projucd a draft resolution of which the first part dealt with the 
e<:onomic and pJ!itical situation. The remainder <.:onsisted of demands for uni,·enity 
auunomy, <•ptwn.t! langua~e coursl"$ and other uni\·enity problems and tasks. The 
students se<eded from DISZ by a sweeping majority. The same broadcast reponed 
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the 2~ demands of the Bud.:lpeJt l"mversity of Economirs. These too induded 
criticisms of national p:Jlicies. There appe.:1red on the evening of ~~ Ot·tober the 
farne>us Topolina Points (see Appendix D-4) drawn up by the studenu of the 
Building of Techn::!logical l"niversity of Bud.1pe11. Only one of the ten demands 
stemmed from universitY conditions of studv and students' anivitit'S. 

The same day the DISZ members of the l"nivenity of Medical S.:ience in Bud.1peil 
wud an appe.1l consisting of seYen points. SeHr.:~l dem.:~nded modifi.:.Hions and 
rtforms of aJpects of uni\·ers!ty study and student activities. The medic.1l students 
appeald particularly for the unity and "mass basis of youth" ( St'e Appendix D 5). 

Debates continued i11 hostels and uniHn!ty rooms throlll;hout the afternoon and 
e,·ening of 22 October. Two groups, the general meetinlls of students of the t:ninr­
sity of Arch:tei:ture and the Budapest t:niHrsity of Technolm;y. i.1sued e.uly on the 
morning of ~3 OctJber a joint resolution calling the students of the two universitit•s 
to jJin in a sJent demonstration which would proceed to the Bern monument where 
"the students shall form a circle around the statue, then l.:~y the wre.:~th and sing the 
:\ational Anthem". After marching to another square in the city. "the demonstration 
will ome to its end". (See Appendix D 6.) The councils of both univmities 
addrew:d a joint appe..1l extending full support to the students (see Appendix D 6). 
The councils cautioned the students not to join in "loud demonstration and riotim(. 

The DISZ Central C::1mmittee at its meeting in the afterno:lO of the scheduled 
dem)n.stration expressed its appr~al ol the demomtration ( BrJdapest R.tdio 23 
Oct:>ber 19j6). The meeting convened in order for the committee members to join 
the march. 

~lean while the new ~lf.FESZ or1pnisation in Bu..;apt'st is!urd its I~ point re­
solution. It stated that the organisation would "give expreuion to the students' 
opinion as regard, the grave p)litical questions as well as find a solution to a number 
of student pr)blems so far unsolved''. (See Appendix D 7.) 
~IEfESZ emer~:ed from the final Russian intr. 1ention with iu autonr>my still 

inuct an;! on 3) -:\on~mbcr issued a n:ne point statrment (Hungarian Trlrgraph 
Agency 3i) :\o\'l~mber 1956). The organisat:on adherd ''without any change to the 
dem.1nc!s concerning uniHnity tuition, for inst.1nct. the autonomy of universities 
anJ the abol!tion of the sntem of attendanct". It dcmandrd " ... that students and 
tl"aching s~a.ff s:ill undl"r a;rest shall be immed:atdy exam:ncd with strict hirnrss and 
that tht'\' s!ull be rtle;ued''. Other demands induded a guaran:ee that the work of the 
MEFESZ committee continue W1hindered, an end ta compuhory imtruction in 
~hrx:sm-Len:n:.un, an::l an opportunity to s•udy Wemrn t.wguagcs and litt:rature. 
£;ti Hir:.-f' of 6 JanuJ.TY repmed MEFESZ's loplty to the ideals of the 23 
Oct-.>ber resolution . .\'ip;:abad,ti.l ol 2 February rep::1ru a ministtr of the Kadar 
G.Jo\ernment telling a meeting of profecssor1 th.:.t "the studenu' demand for an end 
to the compul.Dry study of ~brxism-Leninijm cou!d not be met''. After this time 
denw.nd.s ce~ and W"ith the arrest of ~lE.H.SZ leader1, the orl!;~niwion was 
coruidered tQ "han: no real influence"' (.Vipr:abll.d>as CJC II April 19)i ). 

It i.t cleu th..lt studenu' denw.nd.s durir.ll the period embr1ced bng·stand;ng grie­
n..'lces in the studv Lie and stL!dent onp.n:;at:ons of the univenities, and that they 
be.:.une incrt.uing!; concerned with the J,r%'er economic and pJlitiral prc.Liems 



facing the nation after the Gero-Hegediis government failed to recognise their prob­
lems. It is also clear that the demands ceased, not because they were satisfied but 
because the MEFESZ leaders were gradually arrested and the organisation made 
impotent (see Part II, Section C). 
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PART III · RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

On the basis of recent and up-to-date official pronouncements of the llungari.m 
government, this report concludes with a survey of the situation of Hungarian 
students from March to August, 195 7. 

The beginning of March is a good dividing line for a new period in the life of the 
Hungarian students. Between November and March 195 7 the government CJnrrn­
trated on the control of the industrial and p:>litical field, leaving the cultural and 
intellectual life CJmparatively alone for the time being. This policy t::luk a radiral 
turn after March and we see a tightening of government and party rule ov('r the 
cultural life of the country and especially over the university. 

A supplement of Koznevelis of 15 May praises the lecture given by Gyula Kolloi, 
secretary of the Central C::>mmittee of the Communist party: 

In January February 1957 the schools became one of the main fronts in the 
fight between the forces of the revolu~ion and of the counter-rev~lution In th<Jse 
days the· Ministry of Education committed several serious mistukcs. Yieldin.(( to 
the s!Jrming of the schools by counter-revJiution, it issued many incorrect and 
contradictory orders in connection with reli~ious instruction and its libcr:1l attitude 
in the course of a series of attacks that destroyed ··:der was detrimental. 

In place of this relatively liberal and hes:tating attitude we find now the leading 
role of the party and government in the cultural life categ:Jrirally reasserted. 

The redution of the National Conference of the party is published in !l'e p!:abad­
sag of 30 June 1957. The resolution deals with tL:~ ide:>logical p·Jiicy of the party 
and with the "aim of winning again the petty bourgeJis and intellectual strata". The 
conference decided to establish the various types of party ~chools and 

t:> sugge>t t:> the state organs to make the teaching of Marxism-Leninism Jgain 
obli!:atJry at the universities and colleges, and thereby to enstue the ed11ration of 
t:1e .wh:>le young Hung:uian generation in the spirit of Marxism-Leninism. 

The resolution regarded the main aim of the counter-revolution to be the drnial 
of the leading role ~f the party. The counter-revolutionaries, the resolution Jt .• t!·~, 

s;:m.ld on a large scale the revisionist view that in the atomic age t}.e lt·adinl{ 
fc>rce is nJt the pnletariat but the intelligentsia. 

The denial of the leading role of the workers' class, however, mrans the denial 
of the proletJrian d:d;~t::>rship. 

An e.ulier redution of the Provisional Central Committee of the party, printed in 
.\'ip,:abad;ag of 17 M:uch 1957, states that 

the enemy tric::l to disintegrate DISZ becallse thry saw in it ri!(htly the trustee of 
the p:utr's youth policy. By smashing the DISZ they wanted to cJ.~strurt com­
m.mi..st le:~.dership in the r:mks of the youth. 



Now we shall have to create a youth organisation which makes use of the 
experiences of the DISZ and of other Hungarian youth organisations, but which 
does not commit their faults. 

These faults are not the frustration of students' demands and aspirations 
• whenever in the documents the faults are mentioned they refer to the mistakes that 
made the revolt of the people against the party and government possible. 

The hostile elements that attacked the people's power to o\'erthrow it did not 
attack the DISZ because it had committed faults. Such faults only arouse the joy 
of the enemy. (Same resolution.) 

The Provisional Central Committee of the party in the above-quoted resolution of 
17 March declares that this new youth federation is the Kommunista lfjrJ.sdgi Szovet· 
slg (KISZ): 

The youth federation of the party of the communists. The resolutions of the 
party are binding on the organisations of the KISZ. 

The !\ational Party Conference of 30 June confirmed the proposal of the Central 
Committee on the formation of KISZ. This party conference states that: 

our W(')rk is the following: to strengthen the military positions of the party, also 
in the fields of science and culture and to continue fighting for the pllrity of the 
Marxist-Leninist teachings. 

Thus in the field of student organisations it is found that a new body on the pat­
tern of DISZ is set up and so the aim and aspiration of the st-Jdents to ha\·e their 
own independent specific student bodies is destroyed again. "The future leads to 
ide)logical unity, and the organisation of Hungarian youth by KISZ" (Sepszabad­
sag). 

At the inaugural meeting of KISZ, broadcast by Radio Budapest on 21 March 
1957, the head of KISZ National organising committee, Zoltan Konocsin, spoke thus: 

C::lmrades, in recent months it has become the custom on the part of various 
organs and organisations including youth organisations to repeat "We are an 
organisation independent of the party". We, howe\'er, start by declaring: "We 
are n~1t independent of the p:1rty." E\'ery member of our union regards the 
r<'Dlillions of the party as fully binding. · 

The Hungarian lbme Ser\'ice on 10 April 1957 broadcast the speech of Ferenc 
\ • ..lrn.;i, member of the KISZ organising committee. D:scussing relations between 
KISZ and MEFESZ he said that cooperation between them must be close. Young 
c~'mrnun:sts must conduct "lively political activity" within MEFESZ organisations. 
To rectify the mistakes committed by DISZ, KISZ would pay more attention to 
unil'ersity youth's special problems. KISZ would set up a uni\'ers!ty council to deal 
with questions concerning uni\·ersity students. The following day !l'epszabadsdg 
printed \'armoi's speech. It stated that !.lEFESZ was losing influence, but where 
both !.lEfESZ and KISZ existed, their relationship was a general problem in the 
unin~r:;it't"s 

Comrade Konocsin st.1ted in an inter..-iew in Mag)·ar lfjusdg of 1 June 1957, that 
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until 25 ~by about 3500 cells of KISZ with more than 80,000 members were set 
up all O\·er the c:mntry. He mentioned two things which had a curbing effect on the 
development of KISZ. One was the: 

f.llse view according to which the counter-revolutionary attack as well as the 
revisionist poison has confused our youth so much that fJr nme time t,) come it 
has bst interest in p::>litics and therefore we must approach them rather by 
means of entertainment and not by discussing p:Jiitics. 

The other p::>int he menti~ned was sectarian i~olation of KISZ from the mams. 
Official pronouncements continually refer to the cynicism and nihilism of the 

)'Outh as a result of the events of October 1956. An interesting statement on the atti· 
tude of intellcctu.lls and also on the implicit pressure of authority and Lme is made 
by Gyub Kolloi, secretary of the Central Committee of the party, printed in a sup­
plement to KozntL·tlis of 19 May 1957: 

The largest group of teachers is comp:>sed of educaton who keep aloof from 
any kind of political declaration. A part of those who show loyalty do so because 
they reognise force relations. Political work among them is e.,tremcly difficult 
due to the fact that they do not clearly define their p::>Ltical attitttde, because 
they carefully avoid all political allusions in their speech, and if thPy must express 
one at all costs, they take the official. one without, however, feeling any sincere 
conviction. 

Another statement, most significant in indicating the circumstances of students in 
Hunl':lry, de;erw; to Le quoted at length. It omes L 1m an artirle entitled: "The 
KISZ membership-book cannot be a Letter of Recommendation to the l'niversity", 
in Mag)ar lfj:mig of 8 June 1957, written by Csaba Kemeny: 

Recently many scho::>lboys have raised the question: what is the connertion 
between the KISZ membership of secondary pu·.:Is and adminion t:> the univer­
sities? ~lany, while raising this question, acted i•nmediately. All over the country 
suddenly the secondJ.ry school KISZ organisati:>m beg::m tJ grow. When in a 
number of schools the applicaticns for membership have been studied, it has 
turned out that 80 t:> 90 per cent are fourth-year pupib. It is imp·mil,le not to 
see the connection between the fourth-year pupils s!Jrming the KJSZ and the 
orrect renlution of the ~linistry of Education thlt provides f:Jr a rPprescntative 
of the KISZ t:> be present in the committee deciding on the enrolment of se­
ond:~ry scho;>l pup:Is and in the committee deciding on admissions to the uni· 
,·ers:tles. 

b t~e numerical growth of the KISZ by such means a healthy one? O~,viously 
not. The best thing is, of course, if at the membership meetings hurth-year 
seondary pupJs who ask for admission only bPrame they wish to f.:.Lilitate their 
university admissions that way, are not accepted at all. 

h it true that onlv KISZ members can l!"et int:> the univenities? Our frank 
a.nd bJnest answer is.: It is n::>t true . .\ furt-her q•.1estion is: Pc;litical viewpJinu 
are nJt cru:dered at all in admitting ,·ourhs to univers:t:es? This, Do, requ:res a 
Jtra~.::ht-forward answer. It is necessary that al;o p::.litiral viewp)ints should be 
con;{de-red. The main consideration is, ho110·e\er, knowled!!~. t;.lent and a l!ood 
re;Drt from the secondary scho::>l. In the absence of t~ese n(Jbody can be admitted 
t.> the univen:ties ho110·ever much he is a KISZ member. 



But also political reliability is an important consideration. We demand that 
no seondary pCtpils should be allowed to study at the universities, who either 
consciously or because they were misled took an acti\·e part in the counter-revo­
lutionary events, in organising demonstrations, in the armed fights and after 4 
November in anti-party and anti-state actions. Our wish is that primarily young 
pe::~ple of worker-peasant origin should study in the universities, who are talented 
and learn well and in addition carried on an active political fight, and still do 
so, against the counter-revolution and for strengthening the KISZ. 

Besides the failure of the Hungarian students to secure their aspirations and 
demands for an independent student body that would represent their points of \'iew 
without bias, all the other demands were refused and frustrated. 

Budapest Radio broadcast on 3 February 1957 that Comrade Simonovits, a minis­
ter of the Kadar government, told a meeting of university professors that the students' 
demands for an end to the compulsory study of Marxism-Leninism could not be met. 
This, of course, follows naturally from the resolution of the party conference discussed 
above. On 30 July the Ministry of Education announced that the teaching of Russian 
would again be compulsory in all Hungarian schools in the autumn. The only con­
cession made was that beside Russian another modern language should be taught at 
schools, free of charge. Many measures had been taken to raise the standard of 
teaching of Marxism-Leninism. 

Gyula Kolloi, in his earlier quoted lecture, states: 

\\'hat d:>es freedom of teaching mean to the teachers? It does not mean at 
all that the teacher of literature can decide hilllSelf with which writer he wishes 
t(). deal and how much time he wishes to de\•ote to certain writers, as ,·oiced at 
the meeting of the Pet:ifi Circle. Nor can it mean that by referring to the 
d<'ficicncies of \'arious text-books teachers simply discard the text-books. 

There, howe\·er, life raises a great problem, a contradiction awaiting s:~lution, 
in the present stage of transition from cap:talism to socialism. ·The curricula and 
the text-books are based on Marxism-Leninism, while at the same time the rna-. 
jorit;.• of the teachers ha\·e not yet adopted the outlook on life of scientific 
materialism. 

Koznt;·tlis of 15 March 1957 devotes an article to the te:t..1-b:::ok publishing for 
195 7. The original plan of the Ministry was to introduce new text-books in 1958, but 
it became evident to the Ministry that the old books could not be used e\'en until 
that date and so it has speeded up the rewriting of text-books. 

Laszlo Jolesc in Koznae/is of 9 June 1957 discusses the principles guiding the 
rewriting of text-books in the field of literature. The changes are not towards meeting 
the students' demands of academic freedom, but towards more effecti\·e political 
i;:dxtrination. "It is unnecessary to discuss the question whether schools can be 
free from p:~litics or not, because they cannot be." 

Bela Kopecsi discusses the problems of book publishing in Magyarorsuig of 27 
~l.irch 19j 7: 

It is no secret to anyone that for years we neglected the publishing of Western 
liter.nure that is progressi\·e, but not socialist, in content. 

He regarded this neglect as being harmful, for t'.>l'o reasons: 
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Readers were only much too eager to get hold of older editions since books 
by Hemingway or Steinbeck had the extra attraction of "forbidden pleasures". 

By not publishing these books, we prevented our reading public, but mainly our 
youth, from getting a realistic picture of contemporary capitalist society. 

Nobody denies that after 4 November the implementation of this correct prin­
ciple was also accompanied by unsound symptoms. There started a rivalry among 
the publishers to publish certain works of Hf'mingway, Faulkner, Maugham, not 
to speak of Walt Disney. The Board of Publishers has put an end tJ this "free 
competition'', has coordinated the plans of publishers and restricted the pub­
lication of Western literature to adequate proportions, One cannot draw thr 
general conclusion frum all this that our publishers do not pul,li>h the works of 
foreign socialist writers. 

No further comment is necessary on these recent reactions to the upsur~e of feeling 
for freed:>m in the universities. It is appropriate to close this rep;Jrt with a quotation 
from Zoltan Nagy, printed in Eszakmagyarorwig of 10 February 1937: 
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1\lany university students do n:>t agree with the pvernment's "Iron fist" p:>­
licy. Als:> in the West much is being said ab:>ut the red terr<>r ral(ing herr. Well, 
let them speak and on our part let us have a look at the facts! As to the policy 
of "iron fist'', this is tn1e. And it could nJt be otherwise. CJmradc M..1o Tung 
has said SJmewhere in this connecti:m that if a scythe is bent, it has tJ Le 
straightened. And in order tJ prevent, it from bending back, it must he bent a 
little bit in excess in the other direction. It is true, nobody likes it - neither the 
uni\·ersity studmts, nor the workers, nor the g<>vernment. But could it be other· 
wise? 



CONCLUSIONS 

The Research and Information Commission finds: 

l that in Hungary there existed, prior to October 1956, a total suppression of 
academic frced::>m. The universities were subject to the interference and dictation of 
the state in all levels of their act:vities, social, administrative and academic; 
2 that discrimination of a political nature existed in determining scholarships, 
examinatiun results, and in obtaining entry to universit:es. That students were ex· 
pclled for political reas:ms, and without regard to their academic abilities; 
3 that frredorn of assxiation of the students was impossible, and that the organi­
sati:m n::.minally representing the students in no way served their interests. That this 
Ot,L::misation, the DISZ, failed to satisfy the needs of the students, and in fact misre­
prrsented the hving and studying conditions in Hungary; 
4 that in Ocober 1956 the students t::>ok the lead in attempting to obtain academic 
freed3m and intellectual liberty. That they expressed their desire for properly auto­
nomous universities where their natural culture could be taught without foreign 
d ami nation; 
5 t~Jat the students showed clearly their complete and utter dissatisfaction with the 
DISZ a$ be:ng unrepresentati,·e, as having failed to suppJrt their just desires for 
fiTeJJm of study, and as having proved t::l be totally ineffective for the purp::>ses of 
student coJperation. That the students themselves set up and attempted to organise 
a b:Jdy independent of the general youth movement, which would serve the students 
and dev.Jte its energies to their welfare; 
6 that all these !Jtter manifestations show the intense desire of the Hungarian 
univers:ty community t:> pursue its education in an atmosphere of freedom, devoid of 
t'Xternal state and foreign dJmination, and to develop in independent and free 
instituti:ms their national culture and learning; 
7 that the pvernments in Hungary went some way towards the relaxation of 
external contr:Jl that the students had demanded, such as the abolition of compulsory 
courses of Marxism-Leninism and Russian. That statements were made indicating that 
at le;Jst some degree of autonomy in their own affairs would be granted to the 
uni,·ers;f es. 

The Commission finds further: 
8 that since the early months of 1957 the promise of such relaxations and the 
pJssibiLty of academic freedom has not been fulfilled; 
9 that desp:te the tremendous efforts of the students to obtain the independence of 
th Ju~ht and teaching necessary to proper university education the s:taation in 
I Lmg;nian uni\'ersities has re\·erted to a situation as bad as that existing before 
Ortober 1956 · 
I 0 thJt stJt; and foreign influence is now again paramount in the universities, and 
th~t the efforts of the students t:> follow their national heritage in educational mat­
ters h.we be-en suppressed; 
II th3t the atttmpts of the students to maintain their own student organisation, the 
MEFESZ, are being negJted, and that the new youth organisation, the KISZ, is in 
n) better p.:~Sition t:> represent the students' interest than was its predecessor the 
D!SZ; 
12 .. that students and university profesnrs are being arrested and persecuted for 
p)Lt!C.U reJ.SJns, and that many students are be:ng held unjustly in prison. That 
d.scrimination is once more operating in the uni\·ersities of Hungary. 

29 



APPENDICES 

Appendix B 1 

Student Index Cards: 

No of 
lectures 

Subject Lecturer I II 

Physics Dr ....... 6 6 
Chemistry Dr ....... 10 10 
Anatomy Dr ....... 6 6 
Marxism· 

~ Leninism Dr ....... 4 4 
Biology Dr ....... 5 5 
Military 

studies 

No of 
lectures 

Subject Lecturer I II 

Biology Dr. 8 8 
Anatomy Dr. 6 6 
Histology 

G Embryology Dr. 6 
Biochemistry Dr. 8 
Microbiology Dr. 4 
Marxism-

Leninism + 4 
Russian 2 2 
.Military 

studies 3 

30 

Year 1951/52 

Examinations I. Tenn II. Term 
I II Result Result 

oral written First class First class 
oral written First class Second class 
oral oral Third class Second class 

oral oral Fourth class Third class 
oral written Second class first class 

oral oral 

Year 1952/53 

Examinations 
1 II 

written 

Passed Second class 

Attendance and examinations 
satisfied 

(Signed) 

I. Tenn II. Term 
Result Result 

Passed Second class 
Passed First class 

Passed Second dass 
First class 

Passed 

Passed { •.tiled 
Third da.1s 

Second clas~ Second class 

Passed Second class 

Attendance and examinations 
1atisfied. 

(:-lot signed) 



Appendix B 2 

Extract from the Statute of the Ministry of Religion and Culture, the Ministry for 
Agriculture and the Ministry for Health, No. 1.400-65- 11/1951 (11-18) V.K.M. 
about tbe general rules of the universities and colleges relating to the studies, 
discipline and examinations at the universities and colleges: 

Article 6 
1 Lectures can be held by the professors of the universities and colleges, and as 

"invited prolcss:m" either by such specialists or by other members of the teaching 
staff who, up;m the suggestion of the Dean, are invited by the Rector or by the 
DirectJr of the college. Such invitation can be cancelled during the academic year, 
if it is n<>cessary. The Head of the Chair can app:>int other members of the auxiliary 
teaching staff for casual teaching, but if the Head of the Chair wants t:> appJint a . 
m('mber of the teaching staff for a ptriod of more than two weeks of teaching, then 
he mu~t obtain the agreement of the Dean tJ it. 

2 The curriculum of studies and the themes of the compuls:1ry lectures are to be 
approved by the competent Minister. Lectures, called special collegiums, which are 
not compulsory but serve the deepening. of the scholarly interest of the under­
graduates, should be approved by the c:>mpetent Minister after the prop:>sition of 
the He:1d of the Chair of the special study in question and after the opinion of the 
Dean has been heard. 

3 The seminars, which serve the deepening of the interest t:>wards the compul­
sory subjects, have t:> be held in smaller groups of undergraduates; they sh:>uld consist 
of about 20 to 30 undergraduates, in order to make possible the individual dealing 
with the pupils. By app:>intment given by the Head of the Chair, seminars can be 
conducted by members of the teaching staff or by the agreement of the Dean, by 
outside experts or by undergr:>dllates of higher year classes. The subject matter of the 
seminars should fall into line with the subject matter of the lectures. The Head of 
the Chair is responsible for the stand:1rd of tuition and for the result of the seminars. 

Appendix B 3 

Extract from leading article in Tarsadalmi Szemle of September 1955: The tasks 
of our universities in the new academic year. 

The new term raises the problem of how to improve the ide:Jiogical-p:>litical 
education of our university youth, in which field a serious lagging behind has been 
nJticeable in the past years. After the year of change the whole of our higher 
rducation had to be radically re-adjusted. The teaching of Marxism-Leninism had to 
be enbrced. Expert-cadres had to be trained in masses, the social comp:>sition of 
the studl'nts had t:> be improved and so forth. While these tasks were being ac­
complished, t!1e issue of raising the standard of studies was relegated into the back­
ground It was correct, therefore, that the Third Party Congress and the February 
19J-I: Rt'sJlution of the Central C:>mm:ttee relating to public education laid the 
gn:.ltest p:>ssible emphasis on the imp:>rtance of this issue. Thanks to the new spirit 
th!' defratist viC'w has been liquidated, it maintained that "The uni\•ersity student 
n:.~lly dJes a favollr to the pe)ple's democracy by making the "sacrifice" of studying 
and for this self-sacrifice he deserves a scholarship, regarded as a salary, even if he 
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d:Jn not learn at all". The new scholarship syHem has cons::>lidated discipline by 
making the students "financially interested'' in the results achieved. 

The pernicious effect of the rightist views made ttself strongly felt at the high 
schools. Among other things it was maintained that ide::!logical indJctrination r:~n 
l.,e neglected, professional training alone being necessary. The raising of the levrl of 
studies was used as a pretext for launching an attack on Marxist-Leninist indoctrina· 
tion and on Russian language courses. It was claimed that the study of these subjrcts 
binders univemty youth from devoting all their energies to the study of scientific 
subjects. Our wh:>le higher education system was attacked and thi~ was coupled with 
the gbrification of the Hungarian universities of the llorthyite-c;~pitalistic regime. 
In many places the raising of the standard of studies was carried out in a way that 
it conflicted wtth the targets of class-policy set by the party. This enuilrd, particu. 
larly at the technological universities, an increase in the number of students who 
failed tJ pass their examinations and as a result more and more students, especially 
of w::>rker·peasant origin, gave up their stud:es. Ri~htist deviation also became 
manifest in university appJintments, as often only professional proficiency was taken 
int:> consideration and political aspects were ne!jlected. 

But the rightist views could spread, mainly for the reason that the ideological­
p:>litical ed..tcation of our youth i~ unsatisfactory and the ideJ(o~ical-political 
devebpment of the teacher1 slow, hence ne:ther teachers n'lr students were well­
equipped to fight against the~e views and trends. The DISZ, the Party and State 
organs took up a liberal attitude. New the March Resolution has had its beneficial 
effect also upJn our univer1it!es. The party organisation launched an attack on 
rightist views. The activity and §elf-assurance of the stlldcnts of worker-peasant origin 
have gnwn. lde::>logical debates have been started and a movement is afoot to expel 
stud~nts who are openly host:le to our people's democt 1cy. 6j per cent of the nl"wly. 
ennlled students are of worker-peasant origin as against 56 per rent of l.ast year. On 
the whole a poEtical progreu is noticeable at the universities. Self-complacency, how­
e\·er, would be a grave mistake. No doubt, the pJiitical ideJhr;ical fi~ht in the 
n~w academic year has to be enhanced. Leaden, professors, teachers, must realise that 
their task dJel nJt cover only training of new inte~·:gentsia coming from the peJple, 
but aln the traiRing of a new type, socialist intell.gentsia. The f nmat:on of a new 
intelligentsia and the social development of the bulk of the old intelli~entsia are 
twJ p~xe;ses complementing each other which must eventually lead to the merging 
of the two byer1. 

Appendix B 4 
Extract from article in KoznertliJ of 15 October 19j5 by Gyula Bizo: Politic~) in­

dxtrin:lti:m in inst:tutes for training of teachers. 

\\'e must turn the training irut:tutes for kinderg-arten teachers and st ho-,(ma~ten 
intJ a W:>rk.>h:>p of communist pedagogy. We are all perfectly aware of ~he f.tct that 
our onlv a!m is to educate communiH men and women. from th1s 1t as clear that 
p JLticai indoctrinat:on is Mt a part of edctcational work but comt:tutes iu supreme 
urget. The imp:>rtance of the::>retical education has been stressed t1me and a11aln by 
oui PlrtV. There is, of ourse, nJ doubt that coru:deraf,(e succem:s have Leen at· 
uind. i~ th:.S field. However, if during a ~ycholo15Y class a p~pJ gives - as has 
ha;:>pened - as an eumple of w;Jl-power the stren:rth t:> onrome the feelwg 0f 
hunger "'hile fJ..5ting on Good friday - I repeat, if such thwgs can happen ther• 



is still plenty of work to be done in theoretical political indoctrination! Are there 
opp:>rtunities to increase our efforts in this respect? Yes, we have in our own hands 
the factors that will contribute t:> improvement. 

Every school staff must become a firm political unit in which all have their place 
and role. 

Appendix B 5 
Broadcast by Radio Kossuth at 10.20 a.m. on 3 November 1956: 

Pupils attention! 
The revolutionary committee of the Ministry of Education makes it known that: 
All hist:>ry books for elementary and sec:>ndary scho::>ls will be withdrawn. 
Those resp:msible for the teaching of Hungarian hterature at elementary schools 

will treat only those sections which deal with Hungarian literature. 
The chapters on Russian literature are to be disregarded. In the teaching of geo· 

graphy at elementary schools the ge:>graphy of the Soviet Union is t:.> be created only 
to the same extent as that of other countries. 

All ge:>graphy bo::>ks used at elementary schools will be withdrawn. 
In the fourth grade of the secondary schools, the biology text-books will be with­

drawn. 
In the eighth grade of the elementary schools, free religious instruction must 'be 

given. Special enrolment for religious instruction is hereby abolished. 
In all schools of the c::>untry, Russian as a compi.ilsory language will be abolished. 
The elementary schools which are based on the Russian pattern will be abolished. 
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Appendix C 1 

Certificate no.: 23/1948 

GYMNASIUM MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE 

Marghescu S.i.ndor, who was born at Temesvar, county of Ternes, on 28 
August 1929, his religion being Roman Catholic, condLICted his gvmnasium 
st11d:es at: class I at the HLmgarian R::>yal State Gymnasium of Nagybanva 
1910/'l I. class II at the Royal Catholic Gymnasium of Szatrnarncti 1911/42, 
classes Ill and IV at the Hungarian Royal State Gymnasium of Nagybanya 
19{2/43- 19-43/H, classes V- VIII at the St. Stephen Gymnasium of the 
Society of jesus at Kalocsa 19H/45 1947/48. and his conduct was exem­
plary; he had his matriculation examination before the undersigned commit­
tee, with the following results: 

Hungarian language and literature 
llistory 
Latin language 
German language 
Physics 
Mathematics 

distinction 
distinction 
distinction 
distinction 
distinction 
distinction 

In other subjects of the gymnasium, his results were: 
Kn::>wledgP of faith and ethics 
Economics and sxiology 
Ge:Jgraphy and anthropography 
.............. .language ............... . 
Philosophy 
r-<atural history 
Chemistry 
Drawing and history of art 

distinction 
distinction 
distinction 

distinction 
distinction 
distinction 
distinction 

He satisfied thl' prescribed requirements with distinction, and therefore ac­
cording t:> statute 1934: XI: paragraph 38: subpara~raph (3), we decbre him 
t;:> be matured for university and higher educational studies. 

For this we give him this certificate with the stamp of the St. Stephen 
Gymnasium of the Society of Jesus at Kalocsa and with our signatures: 

D.nc: Kalona, 25 june 1918 
(signed) 

ch:~innan of committee 

(s!gned) 
rectJr 

m.:.:tcr of Hungarian language 
and literature 

(signed) 
master of history 

(sir;ned) 
mast~r of German and 

Latm lan~ii:J~cs 

(>:gnrd) 
master of ph: ~;cs and 

mathem:~:iG 



Szeged City 
Hungarian Royal Honhy Miklos Science University, Faculty of Phrsio 

and Mathematics 

5/number 1948-49 

RESOLUTION 

On the basis of the resolution of faculty meeting on 2t September 1948, 
Mr. Marghescu Sandor's application for enrolment is rrjected because 

/ 
the absolute num~f places is full 
the relative null'ltier of places is full 
he does nt;i.loo'"(et ha\'e the necessary documents. 

/ 
This resolution has the force of law by V.K.M. (Ministry of Religion and 

Education) 

s~ged, 26 September 1948 

Appendix C 2 

Extracts from personal files of students: 
Rep:m :'\umber I: 

(signed) 
Dean 

lntdli;ent, not at all diligent. He is often absent but due to the fact that his fa­
ther is a dxor he can alwa\·s produce a certificate. From a p)litical pJint of \·iew 
he is not reliable. DISZ member. On party seminars often puts f:lrward faulty p::>ints 
of \'iew, but only because he d:>es not studv. Generally he speaks through his hat, 
but bec.1use he is sensible he can talk himsell out of anything. He is of a completely 
rcl:c ious orienution. 

RepJrt !\umber II: 
Son of a dxtJr. His study a\·erage is second cl.m. He has a wide professional in­

t<."rt>st. He works all the time as an au.xili:lty physic:J w::>rker, he worked as a j)iner 
for a J,,nser period of time, where he achie,·ed go::>d working results. He is als:> in· 
ta<"sted in music. Religious. His father WJ.S member of the directing committee of 
LPOL. 

lle was cle:ued with cautioning. (Clearing was the p:>Etic:J screening after the 
w.1r concerning the attitude of pe::>ple dllring and after the war: RIC.) /Investigate/. 
lie st•ems capable of de\elup:nent. 

lndc•prndent, ::~ctin•, DISZ member. 
Prop.)sed F. ItS. srhol.irship. 
Rrp.:lrt X umber III: 
C.)!ll(1 from an audemic hmily. Born in Budapest, 2 October 1932. There are 

$e\en ch:ldren in the family. His father is district surgeon. H:s examination results 
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~re: p~ysics first class, ~hemistry second, biology first, biochemistry first, anatomy 
flfSt, h1stobgy second, hfe-study second. He passed Marxism with third class after 
having failed once. 

According to the opinion of DISZ he is intelligent, but his attendance at lectures 
and practicals was not satisfactory. He was often absent, but always produced a 
d:>ctor's certificate. He was never prepared for party seminars, this was exactly the 
reas:>n why he failed in Marxism. 

He did nme cultural work in his faculty. 
5.VIII.l953 (signature) 

Appendix C 3 
Extract from Nepszabadsdg of 5 February 1957: 

Three teachers and seven finiversity students arrested in a raid on students' hostels 

The majority of university students have been watching with grid in the past few 
weeks whether university life would begin again or not. Several rep?rts have b~en 
made to the p:>lice that in order to set up normal university w?rk they mu~t again 
hold searches in the students' hostels to save a riot or something breaking out after 
teaching has begun. 

In Sunday's paper we gave news of the communique of the National Chief of 
Police that the police and the militia h~ld searches and cerdications of identity on 
31 January in several student hostels an:! university buildings. Several readers hav~ 
asked us to give more details of this work and of the results, in ordrr to save hostile 
scare news getting around. 

The police held searches in the students' hostels ... Tibor Beke, 23 year-old univer­
sity student, member of the secretariat of the MEFESZ at the Technical University, 
for example, made and spread inciting anti-government leaflets. In the course of the 
search they found a great part of the leaflets, and they found the hidden typewriter 
and a great am:>unt of typing paper too on which Beke made the leaflets. Joszef 
Nemes, 25 year-old university student, member llf the provisional executive com­
mittee of the MEFESZ, was also arrested for the same thing, {Jr the spreadin'l of 
ounter-revolutionary leaflets. There were many leaflets found in his room too. Istvan 
Kornidesz, 36 year-old profess::>r's assistant, was the organiser of the whole network. 
The p:;,lice found a typewriter and a large number of stencils, and also the letters 
that were t:> be sent out to give information on his organised conspiracy. 

Appendix C 4 
Extract from The Hungarian Situation and the Rule of Law issued by the Inter­

national Commission of Jurists, The Hague 19j7; see opposite page 

Appendix D 1 
Appeal ad::>pted by a meeting of Budapest Technological Students at the Andras 

Hess Students' Hostel held on 19 October 1956: 

We know very well that recently serious changes took place in the political and 
economic life of our country. Statements that delight one's heart have been made 



From "List of arrests": 

File 
No. 

130 

173 

179 

252 
253 

234 

255 

Source Date Name 

RB 

Nu 

Noz 

RB 
RB 

RB 

RB 

Dec. 24 Szi.ilek (Fi.ilop'), I. 

Jan. 24 Kovecses, F. 

Jan. 24 Kollar 

Feb. 3 Beke, T. 
Feb. 5 Nemes, J. 

Feb. 5 Vekerdi, J. 

Feb. 5 Kornidesz, I. 

256---262 RB Feb. 5 

263-265 RB Feb. 5 

338 .MTI Feb. 17 Veigl, Jozsef 

113-M Nep Jan. 26 Jozsef, K. 

Abbreviations used: 

CP 

c-r 

Communist Party 

counter-revolutionary 

Age Profession 

teacher 

23 atudent 

Stud. med. 

23 student 
25 student 

30 Univ. lecturer 

36 Univ .. lecturer 

students 

Univ .. lecturers 

student 

16 schoolboy 

Nep 

Nsz 

MTI Hungarian Telegraphic Agency RB 

Possible Aggravating 
Circu1nstances Place o£ Arrest Charge 

leader of the group 

member MEFESZ 
member J.I.IEF£SZ 

hiding arms 

Karczag 

Dabas 

Budape•t 

Vac 

Nepakarat (newspaper) 

Nepszabadsag (newspaper} 

Radio Budapest 

r:~n~it~g 
nrur-dcr of 
Chainnan of local 
CP 
not reporting 3rd 
party h~d:ng anu1 

writing learlets 
dtJttributing 
leaflets 
printlng iUcgal 
paper H£szrnelet11 

organising c-r 
n.:twock 
partie. in c-r 
nt:twork 
partie. in c .. r 
n~twork 

running 
cland..::stine 
ttan:,u&itter 

hiding arms 



concerning the revelation of faults, but very little has been done to remedy wrongs. 
The education of youth is on the wrong track too. We, the students of the Tech· 

nological University, disapprove of the role the DISZ played in 'the education of 
Hungarian youth. In our university, the Technological University, the DISZ com· 
mittee became an automatic machine of superior organs. It should have been the 
duty of the DISZ to represent the views of youth, but it failed to comply with this 
obligation. Our most important problems have not been adjusted for years. 

The students of the Technological University are sick and tired of the helplessnt'ss 
of the central committee of the DISZ which has been unable to fight consistently 
for the interests of university students. 

The new students' Committee of the central students' hostel of the Technological 
University, together with the students, consider the p:Jsition of students intoll:'rable. 
As a result of the demands set by our students, the students' meeting canvened for 
19 October at 9 p.m. demanded the execution of the following measures; 

1 We demand moral and material appreciation for engineers. En!(inrcrs should 
be assigned to jobs for engineers, their pay should be about 1500-1600 forints and 
they should also obtain premiums. 

2 Leading posts and positions should depend on school training and professional 
knowledge. 

3 We demand the abolition of compulsory attendance at lectures, the optional 
teaching of languages and non-professional subjects and the teaching of one obliga· 
tory language which can be chosen freely. 

4 Univt>rsity students must be offered possibilities to undertake journeys abroad 
in groups with state subsidies and also undertake private journeys independent of the 
IBCSZ (Hungarian State Travel Bureau). 

5 It should be made possible for young enginem to find employment abroad 
which is not subjected to either political or family conditions. 

6 Overcrowding in students' hostels must cease. 
7 We demand the raising of the ''forint-norm~·· of canteens to 15 forintl a day. 
8 Undertakings providing food for students should come under the supervision 

of competent universities. 
9 Restore the autonomy of the universities. 
10 We demand the reorganisation of the university youth movement and the 

democratic election of a new leading committee of students. 
11 We demand the restoration of travelling allowances of 50 per cent once a 

month. 
12 Reduce the prices of technological literature for students and grant text-book 

allowances to each student. 
13 \\' e demand the fixing of a realistic number of engineers to be trained every 

year. 
1 ~ Students should obtain higher scholarships for the period due to work out 

their final theses, the "diploma plans''. 
15 We demand a public trial in the case of Farkas and his associates. 

The meeting passed a res:Jlution that, unless the p:>ints 3, 4, 7, 11, U and 15 are 
c::~rried int:> effect within a fortnight, students will arrange a demonstration to ma· 
nifest their di>satisfaction. 

,,. e request the students of all universities to support us in fightin,g for and achiev. 
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ing our demands. Simultaneously we are ready to support the demands of other 
universities. 

Appendix D 2 

The meeting of the Central Student 
Hostel of the Technological 
L'ni\·ersity and their Student 
Committee. 

The seven demands of the DISZ Central Committee of 18 October 1956: 

1 The overloading of the uni,·ersity curriculum must end. Students should have 
the choice of attendance at a number of specialised colleges. The roll-call system of 
supervising attendance at lectures must be discontinued. 

2 Language instruction in the universities must be made optional. Only know-
ledge or study of a freely chosen foreign language should be compulsory. 

3 Instead of formal P.T. at the universities, more attention must be paid to 
giving undergraduates wider opportunities for sports. 

-l To promote the constructi\'e acquisition of a knowledge of Marxism-Leninism, 
the DISZ Central Committee deemed it essential that the teaching of Marxism­
Leninism should be in the right proportion to the branch of study being pursued and 
that lt>cture hours devoted to it should be reduced. It would be "correct'' to make 
certain special courses in Marxism-Leninism optional if they were linked to the study 
of special subjects. The teaching of Marxism-Leninism in the uni,·ersities must be 
based on the study of the classics of Marxism. 

5 The question of national defence instruction in the uni,·ersities should be re-
t'xamined. Military service for students should be compulsory only on completion of 
their studies. 

6 More and better food should be ser\'ed in university canteens. Suitable 
buildings should be handed O\'er to house more student hostels. 

Appendix D 3 
Hungarian Home Sen·ice report on a students' meeting at Szeged; 21 October 1956: 

The uni,·ersity students of Szeged met again yesterday afternoon. They set up 
thl'ir own independent youth organisation, called MEFESZ. The students welcomed 
the mrasures already published by the Ministry of Education which meet the 
d~mands of the undergraduates. They expect similarly prompt measures about their 
othrr justified demands. · 

The undergraduates discussed the draft statute of their new youth organisation. 
The statute says that the youth of MEFESZ follows the Party on the road of building 
soci.tlism. It is an independent and free youth organisation, whose ideological foun­
d.ttion is Marxism-Leninism. The participants ... stressed that DISZ had been unable 
to rrpresent the interests of the uni\·ersity students satisfactorily. They therefore 
found it ne(essary to create a new organisation. MEFESZ recognises as its highest 
forum the ~ational Parliament of l'niversity Youth. MEFESZ membership does not 
prt"clude mt'mbership and work in DISZ . 

.. . The m~eting discussed MEFESZ's programme. This includes the university 
students' many justified demands, including the abolition of the system which over-
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burdens unh·ersity students and opportunities to visit cultural institutions at rrdured 
fees. 

Janos Gosztonyi, Secretary of DISZ Central Committee, said that he was basically 
in agreement with the programme. The Party Executive Committees of the City of 

· Szeged and County Csongrad took a similar attitude; so did the Csongrad County 
DISZ Committee. 

Appendix D 4 

The Topolino Points of 22 October 1956: 

The MEFESZ is set up. It will solve the problems of the students: 
1 New central leadership. Prior to this, new party leadership. 
2 Government under the leadership of Imre Nagy. 
3 Hungarian-Polish and Hungarian-Yugoslav friendship and the withdrawal of 

Soviet troops. 
4 New elections. 
5 New economic policy. Uranium, foreign trade, etc. 
6 Organised :workers and autonomy for factory workers. 
7 The situation of/agricultural workers and of peasants farming individually. 
8 Revision of political and economic trials and amnesty. 
9 15 March 6 October. Old emblero! 
10 Freedom of press and the MEFESZ must have its own paper. Drstroyin.l( of 

the secret cadre-files. 
Statement: Complete solidarity with Warsaw and the Polish movement for inde­

pendence. 

Appendix D 5 

Appeal issued by DISZ Members of the Medical Faculty of the University of Buda­
pest, 22 October 1956: 

Students of our university wish to support the realisation of the demands of the 
students of other universities as well as the justified demands of all Hun.~arian youth. 

They think that the realisation of their justified demands depends on two funda­
mental conditions: 

1 The unity and "mass basis" of youth must be safeguarded as only a united 
youth federation can fight consistently and energetically for the interests of ~ll youth 
of our country. 
2 We consider it necessary to hold new elections in all leading organs of the DISZ 

from the lowest ones right up to the Central Committee of DISZ, a~ well as the 
convocation of the cong"ress of the DISZ. 

The Conference of DISZ delegates of the Medical Faculty of the l'niversity of 
Budapest, fixed the following objectives: . , 

1 We demand that the progressive national traditions should be put mto pract1ce 
by deeds, that 15 March and 6 October be declared as National Holidays and that 
the Kossuth coat of anns should be restored. 

2 We demand free, international information, exchange of opiuions and 
sciences. 



3 We demand the full assertion of parliamentary democratism, as well as the 
elaboration and realisation of a new, democratic election system. 

+ Women ~tudents should be exempted from military training and military 
service and the theoretical and practical military training of men reviewed. 

5 We demand individual rules for examinations, instead of examination orders 
by groups. 

6 Hungarian textbooks and notes should be available in time, adequate quan· 
tities, and under favourable conditions of payment by instalments. 

7 We demand the reviewing of the scholarship system and demand that students 
who are orphans, half-orphans or the breadwinners in a family should obtain at least 
500 forints scholarship a month .. 

(Points 8, 9 and 10 refer to housing problems) 
We express complete solidarity with the democratic evolution in Poland. We wish 

to play a lion's share in the sound and democratic development of .our country by 
standing firmly on the ground of Marxism-Leninism. 

The Conference of DISZ Delegates 
of the Medical Faculty of the 
University of Budapest. 

Appeal to students of the Technical University for Architecture and Transport and 
of the Budapest University of Technology! 

The Council of the two universities wholeheartedly welcomes the movement of the 
university youth and the right initiative they have taken. The Council of the two 
universities, their professors, their teaching staff and workers fully agree with this 
mo,·ement. 

The staff of the university had been gladly partaking in recent student meetings 
and they approved of the students' rightful demands and they will fully support 
such efforts as are directed towards the fulfilment of these demands. 

It has come to our knowledge that the students of our universities are planning 
to march this afternoon to the Bern monument. With this solemn march they want 
to give expression of their sympathy with the aspirations of the Polish people and as 
a symbolic gesture they want to lay a wreath at the foot of the statue of General 
Bem, the great freedom fighter. 

The Council of the two uni\'ersities has however some misgivings regarding this 
street march. In \'iew of the fact that the crowds in the street are likely to mingle 
with the demonstrators, certain disorderly elements will thus get the opportunity to 
join thr othrr and will try to use the well-regulated student movement for furthering 
their ovm aims. Therefore the Council fears that by creating confusion these people 
may rndanger the success of the mo\'ement. The Szeged example clearly showed that 
St'l ious l't'sults can also be achiend without taking resource to demonstrations. 

Should the students howe\'er decide to go ahead with their march in spite of afore­
me-ntioned considerations, the Council of the two universities requests them to remain 
c.1lm, to abstain from any loud demonstration and rioting and to march up to the 
monument for the laying of the wreath in perfect order and in a disciplined manner. 
Budapest, 23 October 1956. 

Council of the Technical l'niversity 
for An:hitecturt and Transport 

Council of the Budapest 
l'niversity of Technology 
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Appendix D 6 
Joint resolution passed by the student Committee of the Budapest l:niversity of 

Technology and the MEFESZ Organisation of the Technical University for Archi­
tecture: 

Today at 2 p.m. the students of the two universities will assemble in the courty:ud 
of the University of Technology and will make ready for the march. In connection 
with this march we have come to make the following decisions: 

1 We shall walk arm in arm, in closed lines of ten people. 
2 No slogans will be used. It will be a silent demonstration becausr any other 

demonstration would be unworthy of us. 
3 We shall leave the university by the Budafoki u. No. 2. entrance and we shall 

take the following route: - Grllert square - Gellert embankment - Dobrt>ntei 
square - Dobrentei street Umchid street - Fo street Jrgvrrem street 
Bern embankment. Arrived at the Bern monument the students shall form a circle 
around the statue, we shall then lay the wreath and sing the National Anthem. 

4 We shall then march along the Bern Joszef street- 1\.f.irtirok street- Marci-
banyi square and here we shall sing the "Sz6zat.'' With this the drmonstration will 
come to its end. 

5 Time-table: start: 2.30 p.m. 
laying of the wreath: 3.15 p.m. 
departure 3..!5 p.m. 

In order to secure smooth running of our demonstration you are all requested to 
keep to the above-mentioned times. 

Student Committee MEFESZ Organi§ation 

Appendix D 7 

Resolution passed by the MEFESZ Committee, Technical V'ni\'ersity of Architec­
ture, 22 October 1956: 

We agree with the proposal put forward by the t:ni\'ersity of Szeged and we set 
up the MEFESZ organisation. This organisation is also joined by students of the 
Technical University and Horticultural College. 

It will be the task of this new MEFESZ organisation to give expression of the 
students' opinion as regards the grave political questions as well as to find a solution 
to a number of undergraduate problems so far unsolved (army education, students' 
canteen, students' homes, railway fare reductions, free examinatiom, indi\iuual tra­
\·elling abroad). 

The MEFESZ was brought into being by a spontaneous meeting of university 
students, in the presence of about 4-5000 undergraduates. 

The following points sum up the young people's political demands. 
1 Immediate com·ocation of the Central Leadership of the MOP. In the mean-

time election of a new party leadership by the rank and file of members and the 
setting up of the new Central Leadership by this new party leadership. 

2 !\ew government under the leadership of lmre :\'agy. 
3 Establishing of friendly relations with the Soviet t:nion and Yugoslavia. This 

friendship must be based on full equality and on the principle of non-interference as 
reg.uds internal affain of the countries concerned. 
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4 Immediate withdrawal of all Soviet troops under the terms of the Hungarian 
peace treaty. 

5 General, equal, secret elections with the participation of several parties and the 
election of new representatives to the National Assembly. 

6 We demand the most economic and exclusively Hungarian use of the uranium. 
7 Immediate fixing of labour norms for all industrial workers and introduction 

of autonomy in factories and plants. 
8 Revision of system of compulsory deliveries and lending assistance to the indi­

vidually working peasantry. 
9 Revision of all political and economic court cases, total amnesty for such 

prisoners as had been innocently condemneq and rehabilitation of persons who had 
been discredited. · 

10 Open trial in the case of Mihaly Farkas. 
Matyas Rakosi must return and be publicly called to account for his actions in the 

past. 
Revision of cases where Hungarians had been innocently condemned in Russia and 

their subsequent release. 
II Restoration of the old Kossuth emblem to replace the present one so totally 

alien to the people. 15 March and 6 October must be publicly declared as national 
and general holidays. 

A new uniform for our army. 
12 Full freedom of speech and press (also broadcasts) and within this framework 

the MEFEZ organisation must have its own newspaper. The old files of cadres 
must be brought before the public and then destroyed. 

13 The statue of Stalin, which is the symbol of tyranny, must be removed imme-
diately. 

14 We are bound together in complete solidarity. 
The university youth gives with unanimous enthusiasm expression of their solidarity 

with workers and young people of Warsaw and with the Polish national movement 
for independence. . 

22 October, 1956. 

MEFESZ Committee 
Technical University 
for Architecture 
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RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE SEVENTH 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CONFERENCE 

The s~enth Intern;~tional Student Conference recei\'es the report of the ReseMch 
and Infomu:ion Commission regarding the position and structure of higher education 
and the situltion of students in Hungary. 

The Conference recognises 
• that although no ,-isa.s were gi,·en by the Hungarian go\'ernment to the 

Rr-seJ.Tch and Information Commission team, the report is supported fully and 
adequltely by documentation almost entirely from Hungarian sources; 

b thlt there exists a clear pattern of suppression of academic freedom in 
Hungary, a.nd that the uni,·ersities are subject to the interference and dictation of 
the Stlte at all levels; 

c that political and social discrimination is exercised in obtaining entry to the 
uni\·ersities. in determining schol.mhips and in deciding examination results; 

d that studenu and te:~chen ha\·e been at"Tested, imprisoned and deported because 
o( their at:empts to obtain academic freedom and human rights; 

e deplores and condellliU the bck of academic freedom in the uni,·ersities of 
Hun;p.ry. the complete negation of any real uni\'ersity autonomy by the State. and 
foreiS'I mterference with the de,·elopment of the national cultural herit:~ge of 
Hun11.1fY; 

f requests the establishment of true freedom in Hung:~rian uni,·ersities a, 
de-manded by the Hungarian students a.nd te:~chen thernselvPs in October 19j6; 

g appt'al\ to the Hunglri:~n gonrnrnent to release all university students and 
teachen imprisoned for political reasons. 

finally the Conference 
a e.'<presses its admiration of and support for the university student! of Hungary 

in the!.r stru>r~le to achieve that independence of thought and action necesury for 
the proper development of higher education and the de,·elopment of a truly national 
culture; further rt<:ogni.;es the heroism of those students who died in this struggle: 

b recommendJ that the work of the Research a.nd Information Commission 
reprding the position of higher education in Hung:1ry should be carried on. it"Tespec­
ti\e of whether they are able to obtain ,-ius to enter Hun gal)· or not; 

c e:tpl'es.Se$ its opinion that this report is an adequate and objt<:tive survey and 
most heJ.rtJy th.mk.s the Co=ission for its excellent work: 

d instracu the Secret:u-iat to m.Ue a\·ailable the Research and lnfom1ation Com­
~ion Report on H:gher Education in Hunga.ry to all the governments of the 
world as the contribution of the ln!emational Student Conference towardJ a fuller 
un.=enund:ng oC the ed'-l.cation:~l problems of Hunprian srudenu. 
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