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The Research and Information Commission is an independent, fact-finding body
of five individual students elected by the Supervision Committee of the International
Student Conference with a mandate to prepare factual reports on the educational
situation in countries about which the International Student Conference wishes to
receive further information, Problems concerning any particular territory, however,
may be raised only by a National Union of Students having its base in that territory
unless otherwise raised at the request of five National Unions.

During the year 1956-57, that is from the Sixth International Student Conlference
held in September 1956 to the Seventh Intermational Student Confcrence held in
September 1957, the Research and Information Commission studied the situation in
Algeria, Cuba, Cyprus, Goa, Hungary and Nicaragua, and reported its findings to
the Seventh International Student Conference. The Conference adopted the reports
without opposition, and requested that they should be published and distributed as
widely as possible.

For this purpose the RIC Yearbook 1936-57 has been produced, containing the
five studies of the Commission during that year. However, due to the urgency and
the special interest to many readers of the problem discussed in this booklet, an
extract from the Yearbook has been printed separately.

Readers interested in the other studies of the Comnmission can obtain the full RIC
Yearbook 1956-57 by writing to the Commission.
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HIGHER EDUCATION IN HUNGARY

In accordance with Resolution 97 of the Sixth International Student Conference,
the Research and Information Commission included the study of higher education in
Hungary in its agenda following the requests of Confederacidn Nacional de Estudian-
tes of Mexico of 3 November 1956, Nederlandse Studenten Raad of 2 December, Stu-

" dentenschaft der Universitt des Saarlandes of 6 December, Union Nationale des
Etudiants du Luxembourg of 8 December, United States National Student Asso-

" ciation of 8 December, Danske Studerendes Faellesraad of 21 December and Oster-
reichische Hochschiilerschaft of 21 December.

The Secretariat was charged with collecting information and documentation;
further it was decided that a team should be sent to Hungary. As members of this
team, Osman Sid Ahmed Ismael (Sudan), Emil Salim (Indonesia), and Niels Thy-
gesen (Denmark) were selected. Visas were applied for, but were not granted.

With the summer meeting of the Commission approaching and no visas granted,
the Secretariat, in order to increase its efforts to collect material, engaged Carman
Bickerton (Canada), former member of the Research and Information Commission,
to travel around Europe, interviewing organisations and individuals connected with
the problem. During the period of 26 June ill 7 July Mr Bickerton visited Paris,
Geneva, Ziirich, St. Gallen, Vienna and London, gathering information.

On the basis of the material thus collected in the Commission files, the following
r;port was adopted by the Seventh International Student Conference without op-
position.



INTRODUCTION

This report seeks to show the general pattern of higher education in Hungary
during the past few years, It is not a study of the events which occurred in the last
months of 1956, nor even of the part played by students in those events. Naturally
the effects of thc happenings of that time on the higher education of Hungary form
an important part of the report; but, as will be seen from the facts related in the
body of the report and in the appendices, the great upsurge of national feeling, and
in particular the demands of the Hungarian university community, brought into
sharp relief in a most dramatic, and tragic, way the grave situation that had existed
for many years in the universities and other institutions of higher learning in Hun-
gary.

Systems of higher education in Eastern Europe were by tradition of secular su-
premacy inherited from the institutions of the Byzantine Empire. )

In Hungary the creation of the modern state in 1867 gave this fundamental his-
torical fact a double emphasis. The university, now moulded after the German pat-
tern, was placed under the State Ministry of Culture and Religion, However, its
internal autonomy was guaranteed. Professors and lecturers, who were nominated by
the faculty and appointed by the Ministry of Culture and Religion, were not
prescribed by what they should or should not teach. The spirit of academic freedom
was as indigenous to the university as the admirable Hungarian péasant is to the
soil of the great Hungarian plain.

Despite the periods of political oppression which followed the failure of thc 1848
revolution, the bankruptcy of the 1867 political compromise with Austria and the
First World War, the university was steadfast in protecting its autonomy and acade-
mic freedom. Hungarian scholarship was of a high calibre, known the world over,
and as it grew in stature the independence of the university became more entren-
ched, From 1920 to 1940 Hungary’s best ambassadors of good will were her univer-
sity scholars.

As long ago as 1920 the state in Hungary controlled a considerable part of the
country’s industrial economy and social services. This growing industrial and social
complex required a well-trained civil service. A substantial number of posts required
state certificates which could be granted only by the universities, consequently the
influence of the universities spread beyond the traditional intelligentsia and acade-
mic classes.

The university emerged from the war with its autonomy comparatively intact. The
majority of professors and lecturers had waged a spiritual resistance against the

- infiltration of the university by Nazi ideals. While some of the faculty members pro-
fessed pro-Nazj feeling others joined a united front against Nazism. Scholars such



as Szekfii, an eminent Hungarian historian, openly opposed the Nazis. After the
liberation in 1945 these men became the universities' new leaders,

There now began a period of intensive academic work in the universities, Scholars
dismissed by the conservative governments and the short-lived Nazi regime of 1944.
15 were re-appointed to their posts. A few brilliant communist ideclogists such aa
George Lukacs were also appointed. The universities now gave special facilities for
study to students of the working and peasant classes, and courses of instruction
aimed at preparing them for university work were arranged, The universitics them-
selves were taking steps to provide higher education for the worker and peasant
students.

This work continued to flourish undisturbed for four years. An indication of what
was to come was given by one of the Communist Party's Jeading ideologists, Joseph
Rival, in an article in Szabad Nép of 17 September 1948. After admitting that the
numbers of university students of worker, and especially peasant, backgrounds had
increased since the end of the war three years before, Rivai said:

The disproportion between the palitical power of the workers and their parti-
cipation in school is intolerable! We must finish with it. .. Those changes which
have taken place in the political and economic spheres must be reflected in the
social composition of the pupils of the high schools and universities. We want to
enforce class points of view in our cultural policy by establishing rules of matri-
culation in the universities. .

By July 1949, sweeping changes had been made in the system of university admis-
sion and scholarships; see Szabad Nép of 1 July 1949. The government decrees that
followed from 1950 onwards (see Part I, Section B) broke the bond the Hungarian
universities had with the past — their academic freedom and autonomy.



PART I - 1950 TO OCTOBER 1956

Section A - The Hungarian University and the State

As was pointed out in the introduction to this report, the universities in Hungary
have long held an important place in society, and followed the German tradition of
a high degree of autonomy and independence, In September 1956, there were uni-
versities or colleges situated in the following cities: Budapest, Miskolc, Szeged, Vesz-
prém, Sovron, Débrecen, Pécs and Eger,

Since the war there has been a tremendous growth in the numbers of students
following courses at these universities, reaching a total of approximatcly 45,000 in
1956. In the year 1954-53, 84 per cent of the students were in receipt of scholar-
ships.

The position of the universities in relation to the state stems from statutes of the
Minister for Culture and Religion in which the state lays down, in the most minute
detail, the workings of the university, not only in administrative fields, but also in
normal academic matters and details of academic discipline, A study of these statutes
and other regulations and decrees issued by the Minister shows that there was no
university autonomy or freedom existing in Hungary, The state interfered at will
in all university academic and administrative matters.

Statute No. 1400 -— 77/1950 (XII — 19) V.K.M. states:

Article 1:

1 In every faculty of the universities of arts and sciences and of the technical
universities there is a Deanery which acts under the guidance of a Dean or
deputy Dean,

2 The Deancry is divided into the following sections:

a study section
b secuion for staff matters
¢ economical section

Article 2:

The study section helps the Dean and the faculty in providing well-trained
students faithful to our People’s Republic with a thorough Marxist-Leninist
knowledge in order that graduates will build socialism with enthusiasm.

The following articles then enumerate the various duties of the study section to
fulfil this objective, such as:

Article 3, para. j:

It organises the ideological and Russian educatlon and secures the technical
preconditions for this work (classrooms, library, etc.).

Article 4, para, la:

Rt‘gxslrrs the undergraduates as far as their study and political development
are concerned.



Article 4, para, 2:

In fulfilling its activity regarding the above enumerated duties the study scc-
tion is in close connection with the DISZ. (For the nature of DISZ sce Part I,
Section D).

These articles also lay down in detail the duties of this section with regard to
every possible facet of university student life, economic, academic and social. Other
articles deal in the same way with staff matters and matters of finance of the
Deanery.

Statute No. 1400-65 — 11/1951 (II-18) V.K.M. lays down the general rules of
the wniversities and colleges relating to the studies, discipline and examinations at
the universities and collcges.

Again, this lays down in great detail all matters relevant to the conduct in the
universities, For example, Chapter 2:

Article 3:

The lectures — with the exception of evening classes — have to start at 8
a.m, The length of the teaching hour, taking local circumstances into conside-
ration = 45 to 50 minutes,

Article 6:

The curriculum of studies and the theme (tematology) of the compulsory lec-
tures are to be approved by the competent minister. Lectures which are not
compulsory but serve the deepening .of the scholarly disnosition of the under-
graduates should be approved by the competent minister following the proposition
of the Head of the special study in question and after the opinion of the Dean
has been heard.

Chapter 4 of this statute deals with the life and conduct of the undergraduates,
for example Article 3 states:

The undergraduate must behave at the university and in his private life in
accordance with the socialist ethics.

Chapter 5 lays down the details of examinatons, the methods, the type, oral or
written, and even the method of marking.

Chapter 6 enforces two of the things that were the subject of violent objections at
the time of the students’ demands in October 1956 (see Part II, Section D):

At the end of the studies a state examination has to be passed in Marxism-
Leninism, on the general knowledge of the subject (one or more examinations),
and in the Russian language.

Other chapters deal with such matters as the form of the diploma awarded, ab-
senteeism, and discipl'nary matters. (With regard to this last, see Part I, Section C).

The fact that the system of state interference in the freedom of the universities
existed to an excessive degree is proved by statements made by Hungarian ministers
themselves.

Magyar Tduirati Iroda reported on 29 September 1936 a statement of Albert
Konya, Minister of Education, who said:

The leaders of the universities must be given wider powers. It would be cor-



rect for the Ministry of Education to lay down only examination requirements
and to lcavc the universitics to work out their own curricula.

In the same broadcast there was an interview with Istvan Soeter, Deputy Minister
of Education, who said:

Universities must clearly enjoy autonomy on the principal subjects of educa.
tion and instruction. There must be more independence for the universitics as
regards the direction of scientific work, the management of their own economic,
social and student affairs, and in other matters. The present excessively restricted
system must definitely be relaxed.

How this relaxation was achieved, and how brief was its life, are shown in later
sections in this report.

Section B - University courses and methods of study

During the period 1950 to March 1956, study in the university was closely con-
fined by the obligatory nature of several subjects, the content of courses of study and
the method of instruction. .

Marxism-Leninism and Russian According to Statute No. 1400-65 — 11/1951
(11-18) VK.M.:

The aim of higher education is that such excellently trained specialists should
lcave the universities who, furnished thoroughly with Marxist-Len'nist knowledge,
are faith{ul to our Peoplcs Republic, and who build up socxahsm with enthu-
siasm and are always ready for the defence of the country.

Article 21 of the same statute says:

At the end of the course a state examination has to be passed on Marxism-
Leninism, on the general knowledge of the subject and...- the Russian language.

The number of hours devoted to the instruction of these obligatory courses, the
attendance of which was compulsory, varied from faculty to faculty. Usually four
hours were devoted to Marxism-Leninism and two to Russian. (See Appendix Bl.)

National defence Home delence formed a third compulsory subject of university
instruction. One of the demands most often put forward by the students in October
1956 was the abolition of home defence from the curriculum. Women students also
were obliged to study the subject (see Part 1I, Section D). Three hours 2 week
were devoted o its instruction. (See Appendix Bl.)

Content of courses of study “Ideological tenets,” said Mr Endre Szekely in
Koznevelis of 1 January 1956, “cannst be separated from the teaching material
itself. In ancther article in Koznevelis of February 1956, Mr Szekely drew atten-
tion to the importance of contents and methods of training and educational work
in the “communist ideoalogical-political education”. A frequent subject of editorial
comment in S:abad Nép of these years was what it called the failure of the teachers
and professors ta relate “ideological and political education to the subject matter of
the university curricula™ (Budapest Radio, 10 July 1954).



The biggest trouble, thought Mr Ferenc Vadasz, Head of Department, Ministry of
Culture, in an article in Koznevelis of 1 May 1957, was that:

teachers are afraid to adopt a political attitude and instead adopt an idle at-
titude of expertancy. We are well aware of the fact that often it constitutes a
task exceeding their strength to approach the excited young people with a poli-
tical firmness in the teaching of their subjects.

Method of instruction Mr. Szekely in T'drsadalmi Szemle of February 1956 under.

lined the importance of acquainting pedagogues with “the pedagogical teachings of

_ the Marxist-Leninist classics”. The March Resolution had “directed their attention
to the close relations botween education and socialist thinking”. It prescribed that
curricula and text books were to radiate Marxist-Leninist ideology.

The close government supervision of teaching methods can be scen in Statute No.
1400-65 — 11/1951, where certain rules are laid down regarding the activities of
professors (see Appendix B2). In addition, the Hungarian Workers Party took great
interest in the content of courses and methods of instruction at the universities.

The new term raises the problem of how to improve the ideological-political
education of our university youth, in which field a serious lagging behind has
been noticeable in the past years.

The pernicious effcct of the rightist views made itself strongly felt at the high
schools. Among other things it was maintained that ideological indoctrination can
be neglected, professional training alone being necessary.

In many places the raising of the standard of study was carried out in such
a way that it conflicted with the targets of class policy set by the party, (See
Appendix B3.)

Section C - Discrimination, admissions, expulsions

By the Constitution of the Hungarian People’s Republic of 20 August 1949: “The
Hungarian Republic ensures the right to education for every worker.” (Article 48.)
This right is ensured “by means of an rxtension to all of educational facilities”, Thus
nominally every Hungarian has the right to secure an education proportionate to his
ability.

Many instances where admission has been denied once, twice and even three times

during the period 1950 to 1956, on grounds other than those of academic merit, have
‘been cited to the Rescarch and Information Commission. One of the most outstand-
ing examples of a brilliant man being denied permission to enter university is
attached to this s=ction as Appendix Cl. Having gained distinction in all of his 13
subjects in secondary school, he submitted his Matura to the Ministry of Education
for admission to the University of Budapest. The Ministry’s reply reads: “On the
basis of the resolution of the Faculty meeting of 24 November 1948, Mr Marghescu
Sandor's application for enrolment is rejected.” All of the three reasons printed on
the form were crossed out. No reason was given. ‘

Admission to the universities was by law determined by social origin, and has been
since 1949 (Szabad Nép of 1 July 1949). Section II of Decree No, 1. 011/5 —
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12/1950 (VII) on tuition fees in art colleges, illustrates the process of selection of
university students:

The child of a worker or a working peasant shall bp admittgd during .the
first year of his studies free of tuition fees regardless of his academic accomplish-
ments or economic standing. .

Section 111 of Decree No. 1 270-10/1950 (X-4) V.K.M.:

From the point of view of social origin, the pupils fall into the following cate-
gories: ) B i

a Children of workers, artisan helpers, and members of a productive cooperative

b Children of working peasants... the manual workers of the service... and
public employees. : ) .

¢ Children of working peasants... employed intellcctuals... and the children of
janitors.

Reaction to this system of admission aroused opposition. Mr. Ferenc Vadasz, wri-
ting in Koznevelis of 1 May 1956, cites the case of a girl who

applied for admission to the secondary school of Bekes. She is a good pupil and
an excellent pioneer. The general school supported her application. Her father is
a much respected cowherd in the local cooperative farm, But the “origin of the
pupil is class-alien because of her grandfather’s conduct”. The secondary school
is sorry but such a little girl cannot be admitted.

It is, however, significant that the criticisms in this article are not levelled at the
principles underlying such a method of selection, but at the fact that the system is
not working properly.

This attitude is stated specifically at times, for example in Népszava of 25 August
1956:

In the faculty of law a great many youths of worker and peasant origin have
been admitted, having only 13 to 14 good points, while masses of youths with 20
and more paints were refused. This was done under the pretext that special care
18 needed in the faculty of law where the majority of students are trained for im-
portant state posts and therefore it is important to ensure an adequate proportion
of students of worker and peasant origin. The principle in itself is perfectly correct.
It is wrong, however, to urge the enrolment of worker and peasant youth with a
poar knowledge on the basis of this principle.

That the leaders themselves realised that the situation was not as it should be-is
shown by the following quotation, made by Albert Konya, Minister of Education in
S:zabad Ifjusdg of 28 August 1956: : )

Talking of the matriculations of this year, Comrade Konya said that out of
16,000 applicants 5300 were admitted. This cannot be called satisfactory, we
ought to think of making the secondary school certificate a prerequisite for the
atwining of certain posts. In order to make admissions more lawful and more
democratic we must come gradually to a phase when students of intellectual
descent are judged at the same level as those of peasant or worker descent, A
directive concerning this matter will be issued by the Ministry of Public Educa-
tion by February.

i1



To the question “what will happen with the rehabilitation of the university stu-
dents who were wantonly expelled?” the Deputy Minister said that each of the e
cases will be re-examined immediately alter its presentation.

That this discrimination of a social nature was recognised as being harmful to the
educational svstem as a whole is clear from statements during the course of the
summer of 1936, and there were indications of an easing of the situation.

The principle to be followed in future is that applicants with “excellent” an!
“good™ marks must be admitted irrespective of whether they are of intellectual
origin or not. (S:abad Ifjusdg of 21 August 1936.)

Undoubtedly the increasing pressure for the relaxation of this discrimination began
to have some effect, at least on the surface.

We shall do our best to cut out favouritism in enrolments, There is no doubt
of the fact that it stll prevails. (S:abad Ifjusdg of 29 September 1936.)

In addition to the discrimination practised in the admission of students to the
universities a system of constant watch was kept upon the behaviour, attitudes and
activities of those who were able to obtain entrance. The results of these ohservatiors
were kept in personal files, and the remarks in these personal files range from
mention of the student’s hobbies to his political possibilities or otherwise. Three
examples of these personal files are contained in Appendix C 2.

As well as maintaining this very close watch upoin the students other devices were
used to ensure that the “wrong” kind of student did not remain long at the univer-
sity. As an example we find the [oliowing statement in Tdrsadalmi S:zemle of Sep-
tember 1933:

Ideological debates have been started and a movement is afoct to expel stu-
dents who are openly hostile to our peoples’ democracy. (See Appendix B 3.)

During the peried of some relaxation, Septem’ »r 1956 to January 1957, admis-
sions of the evil results of these discriminatory practices were made, as were also
promises of rehabllitation.

Ia the course of rehabilitation in universities there have been 40 students tahen
back, who throuzh excessive charges were shut out of the universities. (Szabad
Iijuidg of 29 September 1956,

Section D - Student organisations and activities

Dolgozé Ifjusig Szovetsége During the period dealt with in this scction of the
report there was no separate student organisation in Hurngary; students were mem.
bens of the overall youth organisation D .l35:0 Ifjusdg S25:¢t:ége {DISZ). There was
a department of the administration of DISZ which wus suppased 15 attend to spe-
cifically student matters, the student section, but there wus no separate membership
section for students.

The DISZ was a party political organisation, as is shown clearly in its statutes,

12



Clause 2:

The Union of Working Youth (DISZ) is the reserve of the party and its auxi-
liary in all aspects of the building of socialism. The DISZ operates under imme-
diate direction of the Hungarian Workers Party; the resolutions of the party are
obligatory for the DISZ. According to the principle of regional division, the
organisations of the DISZ are directed by the appropriate organs and committees
of the party. The Central Committee of the DISZ is directly subordinate to the
Central Committce of the party.

and in Clause 3:

The DISZ supports in all its work the victorious doctrine of Marxism-Leninism.

Clause 4 states:

In the spirit of socialist patriotism and proletarian internationalism DISZ de-
velops in the youth an unshakeable faith in the Soviet Union, liberator of our
country, whose continual and friendly aid is the gauge of our national indepen-
dence, of the results we have obtained, and of our peace.

The units forming the DISZ consisted of groups in factories, cooperatives, ei‘luca-
tional institutions, etc. These units had ta hold regular meetings and submit reports
to the Central Committee. The DISZ was the only national youth organisation
existing in Hungary.

As the only organisation for the students the DISZ exercised certain influences in
the administration and control of the universities. For disciplinary and work purposes
the students were divided into study groups of 15-30 members. Group leaders were
appointed by the Deans upon the proposition of the DISZ. In disciplinary matters in
the university the Deans officiated as judges, acting upon a report of a committee
“formed with the participation of the DIS2”, -

Each faculty Deanery was divided into three sections: study section, staff section
and economic section. The study section, amongst other normal academic duties, had
to “register the undergraduates as far as their study and political development is
concerned” and to “deal with affairs relating to the military service of the undergra- -
duates”.

In fulfilling these functions the section was “in close connection with the DISZ”.
(Statute of the Ministry of Religion and Culture No. 1400—77/1950 (XII-19)
V.KM. Article 4.)

Despite the advantages given to it by official party and government support it is
clear that DISZ did not obtain the following among the youth, and in particular the
students, that was expected.

Particularly important was the role of the DISZ at the universities and col-
leges... the work of the DISZ at the universities, however, was far from satis-
factory, and during the last years a certain amount of regression was noticeable.
(Speech by Szakali, first secretary of DISZ Central Committee at the DISZ
Congress, 15 June 1955.)

It is clear that dissatisfaction with DISZ grew, and there were strong moves for
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more independence of the organisation. On the other hand fears were expressed that
this might “weaken the party's role” (S:abad Nép of 28 Aucust 1936).

In fact there can be no doubt that far from voicing the feelings and aspirations of
the youth and students DISZ did what it could to stifle any such expression. For
example, the demands put forward by the students in October 1936 show quite
clearly their feelings on questions of curricula, living and studying conditions and
academic freedom, (see Part I1, Section D), but in all public statements, particu-
larly those at international student meetings, the DISZ gave no hint of the existence
of any problems in these fields, e g. the reports of DISZ delegations to the 1933, 1951
and 1953 Council meetings of the International Union of Students.

Towards the autumn of 1956 the pressure for freedom of expression inside DISZ
was growing so strongly that it was proving impossible to quell. A realisation of this
was shown at a meeting of DISZ secretaries at universities reported in Szabad If-
jusdg of 21 August, where Bela Szalai stated that DISZ leaders should arrange “fice
debates” and that they should not prevent the students from voicing their opinion
freely, On 24 August the same paper printed a draft resolution from the meeting
dealing with university problems, The resolution points out that colleges need a form
of autonomy which is in harmony with the society. In students’ hostels the political,
pedagogical and economic conditions were inadequate, and necessary reforms should
be introduced immediately.

These statements only underline the total inadequacy of the DISZ as an organi-
sation which had claimed for years to 'speak on behalf of the Hungarian students.
Later parts of this report show its reaction to the events of October and November
1956, and the attitude of the students to it when they had the freedom to express
their true feelings towards the body that had claime! to represent them for so long.



PART II - OCTOBER 1956 TO MARCH 1957

Section A - Brief historical intoduction on the role
of the university *

Protests against the stifling of cultural and academic freedom in Hungary were
first voiced by some Hungarian writers as early as the autumn of 1955. Despite ar-
rests the protests continued, and were strengthened in the summer of 1956 by the
foundation of the Petofi Club, The club was originally sponsored by the DISZ and
was intended mainly as a forum for young communist intellectuals.

On 19 October 1956 the Minister of Education, Albert Konya, announced certain
changes as the result of student demands (see Part I, Section I). This announcement
was followed by student manifestations in Szeged where more far-reaching demands
were made. These events were followed, on 22 QOctober, by student meetings in Bu-
dapest where a large number of requests were put forward (see Part II, Section D).
On the following day, 23 October, the news of the students’ initiative became known
throughout the city, and many thousands of people joined the mass demonstration
organised by the students, A number of students lcft the mass meeting and went to
the radio station with the intention of baving their demands broadcast. A delegation
of students entered the radio station, and after a while it was rumoured amongst the
large crowd that one of them had been shot by the AVH members guarding the build-
ing. Shortly after, the AVH men in the building opened fire, killing 2 number of
people. From this time on fighting broke out in various parts of the city in which the
students played a leading part.

The intervention of Soviet forces in strength began the next day, and for five days
there was intensive fighting by the Hungarian students, workers some army units
and police against the Soviet forces and the AVH.

On 27 October Imre Nagy formed a new government with participation from
various political parties and it was announced that negotiations would commence
for the withdrawal of Soviet forces from Budapest. In addition it was stated that the
AVH was to be disbanded and that free elections were to be held. The cease fire,
ordered on 28 October, became elfective on 30 October and Soviet armour began
to withdraw from the city. However, on 1 November it was clear that additional
Soviet units were entering Hungary and the government protested to the Soviet
Ambassador. Despite this no satisfactory reply was received and accordingly the
Hungarian government stated its withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact and issued a
Declaration of Neutrality. Meanwhile negotiations had been going on for the with-

. For further details see: Report of the United Nations Special Committee on the
Problem of Hungary.
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drawal of all Soviet forces. However on 4 November a large scale attack on Buda-
pest began, and at the same time Janos Kadar announced that he had formed a
government and had asked for the help of Soviet troops to quell “fascism and reac-
tion”. By 11 November fighting had virtually ceased in all districts. This was fol-
lowed gradually by the dissolution of bodies which had provided a forum for free
discussion;; the Revolutionary Council of Intellectuals was dissolved on 9 December,
the Petofi Club ceased to function and the Writers' Union was disbanded in April
1957. :

As will be seen in the following section of this report, during this period the
university community put forward a large number of demands relating both to
university and student life, and to the general social and political life of the com-
munity as a whole. These demands show clearly the great desire of the students to
have the opportunity to study in an atmosphere of academic freedom, with the
possibility of developing their cultural aspirations to the full.

Section B - Courses and methods of study

During the period from October 1956 to March 1957 there were considerable va-
riations in the laws, decrees and regulations governing the content and type of cour-
ses for universities and other centres of teaching. These variations were the result
of pressures from the university community and parents of students on the one
hand, and the clear desire of the Kadar government to recover absclute control on
the other

At the beginning of the period, despite the stirrings in the academic and intel-
lectual groups in Hungary (see Part 11, Sections A :ad D) the rigid adherence to
the old system was maintained. It had earlier been made quite clear that the prin-
cipal purpose of teachers’ training institutes, for example, was not necessarily to
produce the best teachers, but properly politically indoctrinated communists. This is
shown quite clearly in a speech by Gyula Bizo in the Union of Teachers and reported
in Ko:nevelis, an official educational publication, in its issue of 13 October 1955
{see Appendix Bt). However, the mounting demands for greater intellectual freedom
{see Part I, Section D), began to have an effect.

On 19 October 1956, the Minister of Education made several important announce-
ments at an extraordinary meeting of university lecturers: examinations would be
abolished in the general schools; the question of allowing students to choose freely
the subjects of their examinations was being considered; compulsory learning of
the Russian language at the universities would cease, students would be allowed to
choose themselves which foreign language they would learn; physical training would
henceforth be optional; national defence education i.e. compulsory military training
at the universities, would be re-examined. The minister also stated that the curri-
culum of the universities must be drawn up by the universities themselves, and there
would also be opportunities for optional attendance at lectures, the present system
of supervision of attendance would be abolished. (Budapest Radio 19 Qctober and
20 October 1936 )

These concessions, however, came too late, for on the same day, 19 October 1956,
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a mass meeting of Budapest technical students was held and a series of demands
relating to many aspects of student life were formulated. (See Appendix D1.) Stu-
dents’ meetings in other centres were held during the next few days, their resolutions
becoming stronger as time went on. (See Appendices D4 and D7.)

On 3 November the Revolutionary Committee of the Ministry of Education issued
a statement (sce Appendix B3) broadcast over Radio Kossuth, dealing with courses
in schools, in which it can be seen that almost complete freedom of education was
intended and the Soviet domination in this field was to end. That this was also to
apply to the universities is clear from the statement of the Minister of Education on
19 October. .

During the period of fighting, and indeed until the beginning of February 1957,
most of the universities remained closed. Nevertheless from time to time statements
were made regarding the curriculum at schools and universities. For example on 30
November 1956, Albert Konya, who had regained his position as Minister of Educa-
tion, declared that:

the aut>nomy of the universities could no longer remain an empty slogan.

One obstacle in the way of autonomy was the need to assurc professors that
they would be able freely to express their opinions and scientific views.

In the field of ideslogical instruction major changes are needed. Instruction in
party history has already been abolished. Instruction in ecomomic policy is es-
sential in certain faculties. But it is a debatable paint whether this should be done
by teaching political economy, or by means of courses in industrial economy and
other lectures.

The Minister also announced that “personnel departments” would be abolished in
the universities and Marxism-Leninism departments would also cease to exist.

This attitude towards academic freedom and intellectual liberty did not, however,
last. As the situation became more and more “stabilised” signs are increasingly evi-
dent of a reversion to the pre-revolutionary palicy of suppression. Hints were made
in announcements and talks, for example on 10 February 1957 on Budapest Radio
the separation of religious teaching from schools was advocated; freedom of religious
teaching inside the schools had been granted on 3 November (see Appendix B3);
and at the same time it was clearly stated that “the basis of education is still the Mar-
xist-Leninist materialist ideology”. At about this time it was announced that religious
instruction would be limited to those students whose parents had already entered
them in such courses at the beginning of the academic year. (Magyar Kozlony of 24
March 1957, and UN Report, para. 782, page 136.) )

The impression that the Hungarian government was planning to reverse the
pledges given at the end of 1956 is further strengthened by the report, in the Lon-
don Daily Worker of 4 February 1957, that the Deputy Health Minister, Istaran
Simonovits, told a meeting of medical school professors that the compulsory study of
Marxism-Leninism could not be excluded from the sphere of higher education.

At the same time talk of university autonomy and independcnce was continued,
but with no real effect whatsoever. For example, an article on the “independence of
the universities” in Népszabadsdg of 23 January 1957 shows to what degree inde-
pendence is contemplated:
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According to several views it is the State that will prescribe in the future at
which department teaching should be carried on, determining also the time of
studies and the order of exams, as well as the requirements with which the stu-
dents will have to comply after concluding their studies.

Within this scope it will be the universities that will decide on the number of
terms during which the several subjects are to be taught as well as on the number
cf lectures required, and they will also be responsible for seeing to it that the
students reach the required level. .

It is clear that during this period a real measure of academic freedom was fought
for by the university community and promised by the authorities. The kind of
demands made, and the strength with which they were made, indicates clearly the
degree of repression that had existed, and the fierceness of the opposition secretly
harboured by the entire academic community. It is also clear that the freedom
and autonomy promised was not to last, as later scctions in this report show.

Section C - Discrimination, arrests, deportations

The upheaval of October and November caused the reluxation or cancellation of
many decrees and regulations {see Part I, Section B) that had led to discrimination
against students and teachers. At the same time severe dislocation of the educational
system due to the closing of the universities and the destruction of many school buil-
dings was caused. Nevertheless there was hope that university life could s-on begin
on a new basis, This was clearly expressed by Miklos Viragh, Rector of Lordnd
Eotvos University who said that the “only determiring factor” for entry to the
universities *should be the results of matriculation aad other entry examinations”
(Hungarian Home Service, 3 December 1956),

Despite the hope that, as a result of the students’ strugule, discrimination and ar-
rests would ccase, there can be no doubt that this was not the case, As carly as
6 December 1956 the newspaper Népakarat felt it 1.ncessary to deny that students and
professors were being placed under arrest “as a result of the order by the police to
seize students and professors for having taken part in the popular movement of 23
October™. But the article also shows clearly that the Revolutionary Students” Com.
mittee and provisional committees of MEFESZ considered that such arrests had
taken place.

That the fears of these students were well founded s shown by a statement of
the Minister of Education, Albert Konya, who in an interview in Magyar Ifjusdg of
5 January 1937 stated:

The bulk of the arrested students have been released. For instunce, at the
University of Veszprém a number of students had been arrested in the first days
of Christmas, but all of them have now been released. This of course does not
mean that no arrests will be carried out in future for anti-state activity,

On 12 January, as reported in The Observer, the entire Revolutionary Students’
Committee of Budapest was arrested, except {or one, who escaped abroud. Trial dates
were fixed for two of the leaders, Istran Pozsar and Tyoergy Vintze.

Further arrests were reported in Népizabadidg of 5 February, which tells of the
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arrest of seven students and three lecturers during a police raid on the student hostels.
Three names were given in the article:

Tibor Beke, a member of the MEFESZ secretariat at the Technical University,
who was accused of making and spreading anti-government leaflets; in his quar-
ters a typewriter, leaflets and typing paper were found.

Joszef Nemcs, a member of the provisional committee of MEFESZ was arrested
on the same charge.

Istran Kornidesz, a professor’s assistant, was charged with being the organiser;
a typewriter and stencils were found in his room. (See Appendix C3.)

Evidence from the Hungarian official sources, of many more arrests, has been
collected by the International Commission of Jurists and published in their book
The Hungarian Situation and the Rule of Law (see Appendix C4).

Deportations From a carcful study of all available information there can be no
doubt that numbers of students were deported from Hungary to the USSR,

From the testimony of witnesses and from other evidence reccived, the Com.
mittee has reached the conclusion that, since 4 November 1956, deportations of
Hungarian citizens to the USSR have taken place in considerable numbers,
which cannot be accurately assessed, but which run into thousands, The Com-
mittee has no proof that more than a part of the deportees has been returned
to Hungary, (UN Report, para, 740, page 127.)

On 3 December newspaper correspondents reported that Istran Szirmai, chief of
the Hungarian Government Press Department, had admitted:

that there were isolated cases in the first days of chaos after 4 November when
the Russian authoritics arrested and deported young people; however, when the
government was stabilised, it intervened and all persons deported were returned.
(UN Report, para, 717, page 123.)

This admission was later denied.

However, reports from many sources showed the canviction that deportations were
continuing, In some estimates made to the UN Committee it was stated that about
20 per cent of the deportees were students. '

One witness, a professor in Budapest, testified that he and his colleagues had
made several efforts to secure the repatriation of a number of students, Accor-
ding to the witness, Liecutenant-Colonel Sidorenko of the Soviet Central Mili-
tary command at first denied that the Russian authorities had given orders to
deport anyone. If such a thing had happened it must have been individual ac-
tion, The wiiness then handed him a list of names thrown from a deportation
train and alss told him of several fourteen and fifteen year-old children who had
recently been brought back with heads shaven from Uzgorod and Kolomea in the
Soviet Union, Lieutenant-Colonel Sidorenko then admitted that deportations had
taken place, but he said that their object was to get the students away from the
scene of fighting and that once order had been res:ored they would be sent home,
{UN Report, para. 738, page 126.)

The full story of the arrests and deportations of Hungarian students for political
reasons cannot yet be fully told. But the facts, as they are now clearly known, show
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that the university community in Hungary faces a situation of repression equalling
any that existed during the Rakosi regime.

Section D - Student organisations and activities

For some time, in fact since early summer of 1956 (see Part I, Section D), stu.
dents have demanded reforms of a system that determined admiss‘on to the universi.
ties on social and political grounds, overstrained the capacities of both students and
teachers, denied choice of study, blocked effective student organisation and offered
little opportunity for suitable employment after graduation,

Afier the party's July Resolution on the intelligentsia, students’ demands became
comprehensive. The first appeal came from the students of Hess Andreas Ifostel of
the Budapest Technological University, as reported in Szabad Ifjusdg of 22 October
1936. The students indicted DISZ for' its disregard of problems that have been
facing students for years. Of the 15 points, 11 were appeals against the intoleralle
conditions of university study and lack of suitable employment after graduation (see
Appendix D1). The University Council supported the students' demands.

The same issue of Siabad Ifjusdg reported the students of Pécs University as
prepared to take part in the reform of the university system. They alsy asked that
the independence of universities be furthered by a reorganisation of faculty studies and
test military training should be modified in order that the general progress of stu-
dents wounld not be impeded. The Pécs students declared their solidarity with DISZ.
The students regretted that the Minister of Education failed to consider the matter
of university admissions.

The rejuvenation of DISZ had been debated ten days before the Technological
students met to draw up their 13 points. Szabad Nép in its leader of 4 October called
for a tightening up of the party organisation at the university, where they could
assist the teaching staff “of the chairs of Marxism-lzninism ta obtuin information on
university and political affairs”. Concerning the party's important duties in the
univers.ties the leader commented that they could not be discharged “without relying
on DISZ, which has proved its rcliability by consistently representing the policy of
the party on the university admission committees”. Szabad Ifjuidy of 11 Octoher
reported Ervin Hollas, secretary of the Central Committee of DISZ, as saying that
it was “becoming more and more evident that the organisatins of the Youth
Federation cannot be identical with the party organisations”. The editorial comment
of the same issue of S:zabad Ifjusdg condemned the anti-democratic clection of
DISZ leaders. The paper said that the organisation “should elect whom they like
by secret ballot”and that the “whole style of work should change”,

The Hungarian Home Service reported on 18 October 1936 that the DISZ
executives' lengthy statement favoured a more independent atmosphere in the
un.versity and that the work of DISZ organisations in the universities must come
under review in the students’ parliament to meet in November, The DISZ statement,
which was summed up in seven points, stated that the “overloading of the university
curriculum must end. Students should have the choice of attendance at a number of
specialised colleges, The roll call system must be discontinued.” (See Appendix D2.)
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The demands included optional instruction of languages in universities and that the
“teaching of Marxism-Leninism should be in the right proportion to the branch of
study being pursued and that lecture hours devoted to it should be reduced”. The
question of national defence instruction required re-examination. Students should be
housed in better hostels and should have better food.

The Hungarian Home Service’s report, on 18 October 1956, of the meeting of
what was described as the “first students’ parliament”, included interviews with
students, all of whom criticised the system of university admissions, the obligatory
course of Russian and the preparation of new text-books.

A report of the Szeged students’ meeting on the Hungarian Home Service 19
Octaber 1956 told of the demands for the rehabilitation of two Szeged professors,
both of whom “had been removed from their chairs and whom this year's events bad
proved right”.

Reports that thousands of Hungarian students were resigning from DISZ was
confirmed by a Ilungarian Home Service Report of 21 October 1936 of mass
meetings at Szeged, where members of the University Student Council annouced their
decision after a meeting with the students to form a separate student organisation,
Magyar Egyetemi és Foiskolai Hallgats Egyesileteinek Szovetsége (MEFESZ).
Criticism was aimed at the inability of DISZ “to protect the specific interests of
university students”, The council made clear that they would not “hold aloof” from
DISZ as there were “no differences between MEFESZ and DISZ either as recards to
their objectives or their relations with the party”. The objective of MEFESZ was
declared to be the protection of university and college students’ interests. Within
hours of the Szeged announcement the DISZ Central Committee secretary reported
his agreement with the MEFESZ programme. Other executive committees of DISZ
were similurly disposed. (See Appendix D3.)

The council announced that “the statutes of MEFESZ showed testimony ta the
students’ determination to follow the party’s political line in the spirit of the XX
Congress and Marxism-Leninism”. The majority of the 20 points of the MEFESZ
programme concerned the improvement of the students' study and living conditions.
From this important event until the Russian intervention of 4 November, students’
demands came from universities and colleges throughout Hungary. Nothing can bear
better testimony to the restricted framework DISZ provided for effective student
orzanisation than the fact that in order to air these demands new specific student
bodies had ta be formed by the students.

S:abad Ifjusdg of 20 October welcomed the Szeged development, pointing out
that the Szeged students had “for sume time been demanding university autonomy,
less military training and Marxism-Leninism™. The paper said that DISZ's slowness
1o act had ¢iven birth to a new organisation.

From 22 October onwards the demands of students assumed national character.
The mecting of Budapest architectural students (Hungarian Home Service 22
October 1956) produced a draft resolution of which the first part dealt with the
economic and political situation. The remainder consisted of demands for university
autonomy, cptional language courses and other university problems and tasks. The
students seceded from DISZ by a sweeping majority. The same broadcast reported
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the 22 demands of the Budapest University of Economics. These too included
criticisms of national palicies. There appeared on the evening of 22 Ovtober the
famous Topolino Points (see Appendix D4) drawn up by the students of the
Building of Technological University of Budapest. Only one of the ten demands
stemmed from university conditions of studv and students’ activities.

The same day the DISZ members of the University of Medical Science in Budapest
ssued an appeal consisting of seven points. Several demanded modifications and
reforms of aspects of university study and student activities. The medical students
appealed particularly for the unity and “mass basis of youth” (sce Appendix D 5).

Debates continued in hostels and university rooms throughout the afterncon and
evening of 22 October. Two groups, the general meetings of students of the Univer-
sity of Architecture and the Budapest Univenity of Technology. issued early on the
morning of 23 October a joint resolution calling the students of the two universities
to join in a silent demonstration which would proceed to the Bem monument where
*“the students shall form a circle around the statue, then lay the wreath and sing the
Natonal Anthem”. After marching to another square in the city, “the demonstration
will come 1o its end”. (See Appendix D 6.) The councils of both universities
addressed a joint appeal extending full support to the students (see Appendix D 6).
The councils cautioned the students not to join in “loud demonstration and rioting”.

The DISZ Central Committee at its meeting in the afternoan of the scheduled
dembnstration expressed its approval ol the demonstration (Budapest Radio 23
October 1936). The meeting convened in order for the committee members to join
the march.

Meanwhile the new MEFESZ organisation in Budapest issued its 14 point re-
solution. It stated that the organisation would “give expression to the students’
opinion as regards the grave political questions as well as find a solution to a number
of student problems so far unsolved”. (See Appendix D 7.)

MEFESZ emerged from the final Russian inte.vention with its autonomy still
intact and on 3) November issued a nine point statement (Hungarian Telegraph
Azency 30 November 1936), The organisation adhered “without any change to the
demands concerning university tuition, for instance, the autonomy of univensitics
and the abolition of the system of attendance”. 1t demanded “...that students and
teaching saff still under arrest shall be immed.ately examined with strict fairness and
that they shall be released”. Other demands included a guarantee that the work of the
MEFESZ committee continue unhindered, an end to compulsory instruction in
Marxism-Leainism, and an opportunity to study Western languages and literature.
Eiti Hirvlap of 6 January repyrted MEFESZ's loyalty to the ideals of the 23
October resolution. Népszabadidz of 2 February reports a minister of the Kadar
Government telling a meeting of professors that “the students’ demand for an end
to the compuliory study of Marxism-Leninism could not be met”. After this time
demands ceased and with the arrest of MEFESZ leaders, the organisation was
considered to “have no real influence” (Népszabadidg of 11 April 1937).

It is clear that students’ demands during the period embraced long-standing grie-
vances in the study, Lfe and student oreanisatons of the universities, and that they
became increasing'y concerned with the larger economic and political problems



facing the nation after the Gerd-Hegedis government failed to recognise their prob-
lems. It is also clear that the demands ceased, not because they were satisfied but
because the MEFESZ leaders were gradually arrested and the organisation made
impotent (see Part 1I, Section C).

23



PART III - RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

On the basis of recent and up-to-date official pronouncements of the Hungarian
government, this report concludes with a survey of the situation of Iungarian
students from March to August, 1937,

The beginning of March is a good dividing line for a new period in the life of the
Hungarian students. Between November and March 1957 the government concen-
trated on the control of the industrial and political field, leaving the cultural and
intellectual life comparatively alone for the time being. Thix policy took a radieal
turn after March and we see a tightening of government and party rule over the
cultural life of the country and especially over the university.

A supplement of Koznevelis of 15 May praises the lecture given by Gyula Kolloi,
secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist party:

In January — February 1957 the schools became one of the main fronts in the
fight between the forces of the revolution and of the counter-revolution. In those
days the Ministry of Education committed several serious niistakes. Yielding to
the styrming of the schools by counter-revolution, it issued many incorrect and
contradictory orders in connection with religious instruction and its liberal attitude
in the course of a series of attacks that destroyed .-der was detrinental.

In place of this relatively liberal and hesitating attitude we find now the leading
role of the party and government in the cultural life categorically reasserted.

The resolution of the National Conference of the party is published in Néps:abad-
sdg of 30 June 1957. The resolution deals with tha ideslogical policy of the party
and with the “aim of winning again the petty bourgeois and intellectual strata”. The
conference decided to establish the various types of party schools and

to suggest to the state organs to make the teaching of Marxism-Leninism again
obligatory at the universities and colleges, and thereby to ensure the educution of
tie whole young Hungarian generation in the spirit of Munxism-Leninism.
The resolution regarded the main aim of the counter-revolution 1o be the denial
of the leading role of the party. The counter-revolutionaries, the resolution states,

spread on a large scale the revisionist view that in the atomic age the leading

force is not the proletariat but the intelligentsia. i
The denial of the leading role of the workers' class, however, means the deniud

of the proletarian dictatorship.

An earlier resslution of the Provisional Central Committee of the party, printed in

Népszabadidg of 17 March 1937, states that

the enemy tried to disintegrate DISZ because they saw in it rightly the trustee of

the party’s youth policy. By smashing the DISZ they wanted to obstruct com-

manist leadership in the ranks of the youth.
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Now we shall have to create a youth organisation which makes use of the
experiences of the DISZ and of other Hungarian youth organisations, but which
does not commit their faults.

These faults are not the frustration of students’ demands and aspirations
. whenever in the documents the faults are mentioned they refer to the mistakes that
made the revolt of the people against the party and government possible.

The hostile elements that attacked the people’s power to overthrow it did not
attack the DISZ because it had committed faults. Such faults only arouse the joy
of the enemy. (Same resolution,)

The Provisional Central Committee of the party in the above-quoted resolution of
17 March declares that this new youth federation is the Kommunista Ifjisdgi Szovet-
ség (KI1SZ):

The youth federation of the party of the communists. The resolutions of the
party are binding on the organisations of the KISZ.

The National Party Conference of 30 June confirmed the proposal of the Central
Committee on the formation of KISZ. This party conference states that:

our wmk is the follo\»ing to strengthen the military positions of the party, also
in the fields of science and culture and to continue hghtmg for the purity of the
Marxist-Leninist teachings.

Thus in the field of student organisations it is found that a new body on the pat-
tern of DISZ is set up and so the aim and aspiration of the students to have their
own independent specific student bodies is destroyed again. “The future leads to
ideological unity, and the organisation of Hungarian youth by KISZ" (N¢pszabad-
sdg).

At the inaugural meeting of KISZ, broadcast by Radio Budapest on 21 March
1937, the head of KISZ National organising committee, Zoltan Konocsin, spoke thus:

Comrades, in recent months it has become the custom on the part of various
organs and organisations including youth organisations to repeat “We are an
organisation independent of the p:m) We, however, start by declaring: “We
are nat independent of the party. E\ery 'member of our umon regards the
resslutions of the party as fully binding,

The Hungarian Home Service on 10 April 1957 broadcast the speech of Ferenc
Varnai, member of the KISZ organising committee. Discussing relations between
KISZ and MEFESZ he said that cooperation between them must be close. Young
communists must conduct “lively political activity” within MEFESZ organisations.
To rectify the mistakes committed by DISZ, KISZ would pay more attention to
university youth's special problems. KISZ would set up a university council to deal
with questions concerning university students. The following day Népszabadsdg
printed Varmoi's speech. It stated that MEFESZ was losing influence, but where
both MEFESZ and KISZ existed, their relationship was a general problem in the
un:mersit es

Comrade Konocsin stated in an interview in Magyar Ifjusdg of 1 June 1957, that
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until 25 May about 3500 cells of KISZ with more than 80,000 members were set
up all over the country. He mentioned two things which had a curbing effect on the

de

Yo

velopment of KISZ. One was the:

false view according to which the counter-revolutionary attack as well as the
revisionist poison has confused our youth so much that for some time to come it
has lost interest in politics and therefore we must approach them rather by
means of entertainment and not by discussing politics.

The other point he mentioned was sectarian isolation of KISZ from the masses.
Official pronouncements continually refer to the cynicism and nihilism of the
uth as a result of the events of October 1936. An interesting statement on the atti-

tude of intellectuals and also on the implicit pressure of authority and force is made

by

Gyula Kolloi, secretary of the Central Committee of the party, printed in a sup-

plement to Koznevelis of 19 May 1957:

The largest group of teachers is composed of educators who keep aloof from
any kind of political declaration. A part of those who show loyalty do 3o because
they recognise force relations. Political work among them is extremely difficult
due to the fact that they do not clearly define their political attitude, because
they carelully avoid all political allusions in their speech, and if they must express
one at all costs, they take the official one without, however, feeling any sincere
conviction.

Another statement, most significant in indicating the circumstances of students in

Huneary, deserves to Le quoted at length. It comes f.om an article entitled: “The
KISZ membership-book cannot be a Letter of Recommendation to the University”,

in

Magyar ljusdz of 8 June 1937, written by Csaba Kemeny:

Recently manv schoolboys have raised the question: what is the connection
between the KISZ membership of secondary pu-ls and admission t> the univer-
sities? Many, while raising this question, acted irnmediately. All over the country
suddenly the secondary school KISZ organisations began t» grow. When in a
number of schools the applicaticns for membership have been studied, it has
turned out that 80 t> 90 per cent are fourth-year pupils. It is impassible not to
see the connection between the fourth-year pupils storming the KISZ and the
eorrect resslution of the Ministry of Education that provides for a representative
of the KISZ t2 be present in the committee deciding on the enrolient of se-
condary school pupils and in the committee deciding on admissions to the uni-
versities.

Is the numerical growth of the KISZ by such means a healthy one? Obviously
not. The best thing is, of course, if at the membership meetings fourth-year
secondary pupils who ask for admission only because they wish to facilitate their
university admissions that way, are not accepted at all.

Is it true that only KISZ members can get inta the universities? Our frank
and honest answer is: It is not true. A further question is: Political viewpoints
are not esnsidered at all in admitting youths to univers:ties? This, tho, requires a
straight-forward answer. It is necessary that alsa political viewpoints should be
considered. The main consideration is, however, knowledye, tulent and a ¢ood
repart from the secondary school. In the absence of these nobody can be admitted
t> the universities however much he is 2 KISZ member.



But also political reliability is an important consideration. We demand that
no sccondary pupils should be allowed to study at the universities, who either
consciously or because they were misled took an active part in the counter-revo-
lutionary events, in organising demonstrations, in the armed fights and after 4
November in anti-party and anti-state actions. Our wish is that primarily young
people of worker-peasant origin should study in the universities, who are talented
and learn well and in addition carried on an active political fight, and still do
52, against the counter-revolution and for strengthening the KISZ.

Besides the failure of the Hungarian students to secure their aspirations and
demands for an independent student body that would represent their points of view
without bias, all the other demands were refused and frustrated.

Budapest Radio broadcast on 3 February 1957 that Comrade Simonovits, a minis-
ter of the Kadar government, told a meeting of university professors that the students’
demands for an end to the compulsory study of Marxism-Leninism could not be met.
This, of course, follows naturally {rom the resolution of the party conference discussed
above. On 30 July the Ministry of Education announced that the teaching of Russian
would again be compulsory in all Hungarian schools in the autumn. The only con-
cession made was that beside Russian another modern language should be taught at
schools, free of charge. Many measures had been taken to raise the standard of
teaching of Marxism-Leninism,

Gyula Kolloi, in his earlier quoted lecture, states:

What does freedom of teaching mean to the teachers? It does not mean at
all that the teacher of literature can decide himself with which writer he wishes
ta deal and how much time he wishes to devote to certain writers, as voiced at
the meeting of the Pet5fi Circle. Nor can it mean that by referring to the
deficiencies of various text-books teachers simply discard the text-books.

There, however, life raises a great problem, a contradiction awaiting salution,
in the present stage of transition from cap'talism to socialism. The curricula and
the text-books are based on Marxism-Leninism, while at the same time the ma-.
jority of the teachers have not yet adopted the outlook on life of scientific
materialism.

Koznevelis of 15 March 1937 devotes an article to the text-beok publishing for
1957. The original plan of the Ministry was to introduce new text-books in 1958, but
it became evident to the Ministry that the old books could not be used even until
that date and so it has speeded up the rewriting of text-books.

Laszlo Jolesc in Koznevelis of 9 June 1957 discusses the principles guiding the
rewriting of text-books in the field of literature. The changes are not towards meeting -
the students’ demands of academic freedom, but towards more effective political
ind>ctrination. “It is unnecessary to discuss the question whether schools can be
free {rom politics or not, because they cannot be.”

Bela Kopecesi discusses the problems of book publishing in Magyarorszdg of 27
March 1957:

Itisno secret to anyone that {or years we neglected the publishing of Western
literature that is progressive, but not socialist, in content.

He regarded this neglect as being harmful, for two reasons:
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Readers were only much too eager to get hold of older editions since books
by Hemingway or Steinbeck had the extra attraction of “forbidden pleasures”.

By not publishing these books, we prevented our reading public, but mainly our
youth, from getting a realistic picture of contemporary capitalist society.

Nobody denies that after 4 November the implementation of this correct prin.
ciple was also accompanied by unsound symptoms. There started a rivalry among
the publishers to publish certain works of Hemingway, Faulkner, Maugham, not
to speak of Walt Disney. The Board of Publishers has put an end t2 this “free
competition”, has coordinated the plans of publishers and restricted the pub-
lication of Western literature to adequate proportions, One cannot draw the
general conclusion from all this that our publishers do not pullish the works of
foreign socialist writers.

No further comment is necessary on these recent reactions to the upsurse of fecling

for freedom in the universities. It is appropriate to close this report with a quotation
from Zoltan Nagy, printed in Eszakmagyarorszdg of 10 February 1957:
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Many university students do not agree with the government's “Iron fist” po-
licy. Also in the West much is being said about the red terror raging here. Well,
let them speak and on our part let us have a look at the {acts! As to the policy
of “iron fist”, this is true. And it could not be otherwise. Comrade Mao Tung
has said somewhere in this connection that if a scythe is bent, it has to be
straightened. And in order to prevent, it from bending back, it must be bent a
little bit in excess in the other direction, It is true, nobody likes it — neither the
university students, nor the workers, nor the government. But could it be other-
wise?



CONCLUSIONS

The Research and Information Commission finds:

1 that in Hungary there existed, prior to QOctober 1936, a total suppression of
academic freedom. The universities were subject to the interference and dictation of
the state in all levels of their act'vities, social, administrative and academic;
2 that discrimination of a political nature existed in determining scholarships,
examination results, and in obtaining entry to universities. That students were ex-
pelled for political reasons, and without regard to their academic abilities;
3 that freedom of assaciation of the students was impossible, and that the organi-
sation nominally representing the students in no way served their interests. That this
organisation, the DISZ, failed ta satisfy the needs of the students, and in fact misre-
presented the hving and studying conditions in Hungary;
4 that in October 1956 the students taok the lead in attempting to obtain academic
freedsm and intellectual liberty. That they expressed their desire for properly auto-
nomous universities where their natural culture could be taught without foreign
domination;
3 that the students showed clearly their complete and utter dissatisfaction with the
DISZ as being unrepresentative, as having failed to support their just desires for
freedom of study, and as having proved to be totally ineffective for the purpases of
student cooperation. That the students themselves set up and attempted to organise
a bady independent of the general youth movement, which would serve the students
and devate its energies to their welfare;
6 that all these latter manifestations show the intense desire of the Hungarian
university community ta pursue its education in an atmosphere of freedom, devoid of
external state and foreign domination, and to develop in independent and free
institutions their national culture and learning;
7 that the governments in Hungary went some way towards the relaxation of
external contro} that the students had demanded, such as the abolition of compulsory
courses of Marxism-Leninism and Russian. That statements were made indicating that
at least some degree of autonomy in their own affairs would be granted to the
universit'es.

The Commission finds further:
8 that since the early months of 1957 the promise of such relaxations and the
possibility of academic {reedom has not been fulfilled;
9 that despite the tremendous efforts of the students to obtain the independence of
thought and teaching necessary to proper university education the s.taation in
Hungarian universities has reverted to a situation as bad as that existing before
October 1956; .
10 that state and foreign influence is now again paramount in the universities, and
thut the efforts of the students to follow their national heritage in educational mat-
ters have been suppressed; '
11 that the attempts of the students to maintain their own student organisation, the
MEFESZ, are being negated, and that the new youth organisation, the KISZ, is in
B;shener pasition ta represent the students' interest than was its predecessor the

Z;

12 that students and university professors are being arrested and persecuted for

tical reasons, and that many students are being held unjustly in prison. That
d.scrimination is once more operating in the universities of Hungary.
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APPENDICES

Appendix B 1

Student Index Cards:

Year 1951/52

No of

lectures  Examinations I. Term II. Term
Subject Lecturer I II Result Result
Physics Dr. ...... 6 6 oral written First class First class
Chemistry Dr. ...... 10 10 oral written First class Second class
Anatomy Dr. ...... 6 6 oral oral Third class  Second class
Marxism-

Leninism Dr. ...... 4 4 oral oral Fourth class  Third class
Biology Dr. .o 5 5 oral  written Second class  First class
Military

studies 3 3  oral oral Passed Second class

Attendance and examinations
satisfied
(Signed)
Year 1952/53
No of :
Jectures Examinations 1. Term 11, Term
Subject Lecturer 1 II 1 Result Result
Biology Dr. ... 8 8 Passed Second class
Anatomy Dr. ...... 6 6 Passed First class
Histology
Embryology Dr. ...... 6 6 Passed Second class
Biochemistry Dr. ...... 8 —  written First class
Microbiology Dr. ...... — 4 fasse:‘i
Marxism- aile

Leninism P Passed  { TH0d class
Russian 2 2 Second class  Second class
Military

studies 3 3 Passed Second class

Attendance and examinations
satisfied.
(Nut signed)
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Appendix B 2

Extract from the Statute of the Ministry of Religion and Culture, the Ministry for
Agriculture and the Ministry for Health, No. 1.400—65 — 11/1951 (II-18) VK.M.

about the general rules of the universities and colleges relating to the studies,
discipline and examinations at the umiversities and colleges:

Article 6

1 Lectures can be held by the professors of the universities and colleges, and as
“invited professors” cither by such specialists or by other members of the teaching
staff who, upon the suggestion of the Dean, are invited by the Rector or by the
Director of the college. Such invitation can be cancelled during the academic year,
if it is necessary. The Head of the Chair can appoint other members of the auxiliary
teaching staff for casual teaching, but if the Head of the Chair wants to appaint a .
member of the tcaching staff for a period of more than two weeks of teaching, then
he must obtain the agreement of the Dean ts it.

2 The curriculum of studies and the themes of the compulsary lectures are to be
approved by the competent Minister. Lectures, called special collegiums, which are
not compulsory but serve the decpening of the scholarly interest of the under-
graduates, should be approved by the competent Minister after the proposition of
the Head of the Chair of the special study in question and after the opinion of the
Dean has been heard.

3 The seminars, which serve the deepening of the interest towards the compul-
sory subjects, have 15 be held in smaller groups of undergraduates; they should consist
of about 20 to 30 undergraduates, in order to make possible the individual dealing
with the pupils. By appointment given by the Head of the Chair, seminars can be
conducted by members of the teaching staff or by the agreement of the Dean, by
outside experts or by undergraduates of higher year classes. The subject matter of the
seminars should fall into line with the subject matter of the lectures. The Head of
the Chuir is responsible for the standard of tuition and for the result of the seminars.

Appendix B 3

Extract from leading article in Tdrsadalmi Szemle of September 1955: The tasks
of our universities in the new academic year. ’

The_ new term raises the problem of how to improve the ideological-political
edu.mtmn of our university youth, in which field a serious lagging behind has been
noticeable in the past years, After the vear of change the whole of our higher
education had to be radically re-adjusted. The teaching of Marxism-Leninism had to
be enforced. Expert-cadres had to be trained in masses, the sacial composition of
the students had to be improved and so forth. While these tasks were being ac-
complished, the issue of raising the standard of studies was relegated into the back-
ground It was correct, therefore, that the Third Party Congress and the February
1954 Resolution of the Central Committee relating to public education laid the
greatest passible emphasis on the importance of this issue. Thanks ta the new spirit
the defeatist view has been liquidated, it maintained that “The university student
really daes a favour to the pesple’s demacracy by making the “sacrifice” of studving
and for this self-sacrifice he deserves a scholarship, regarded as a salary, even if he
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does not learn at all”. The new scholarship system has consolidated discipline by
making the students “financially interested™ in the results achieved.

The pernicious effect of the rightist views made atself strongly felt at the high
schools. Among other things it was maintained that ideological indoctrination can
Le neglected, professional training alone being necessary. The raising of the level of
studies was used as a pretext for launching an attack on Marxist-Leninist indoctrina.
tion and on Russian language courses. It was claimed that the study of these subjects
hinders university youth from devoting all their energies to the study of scientific
subjects. Our whole higher education system was attacked and this was coupled with
the glorification of the Hungarian universities of the Horthyite-capitalistic regime.
In many places the raising of the standard of stud.es was carried out in a way that
it conflicted with the targets of class-policy set by the party. This entailed, particu-
larly at the technological universities, an increase in the number of students who
failed ta pass their examinations and as a result more and more students, especially
of worker-peasant origin, gave up their stud’es. Rightist deviation also became
manifest in university appointments, as often only professional proficiency was taken
int> consideration and political aspects were neglected.

But the rightist views could spread, mainly for the reason that the ideological-
political education of our youth is unsatisfactory and the ideslogical-political
development of the teachers slow, hence nelther teachers nor students were well-
equipped to fight against these views and trends. The DISZ, the Party and State
organs took up a liberal attitude. Now the March Resolution has had its beneficial
effect also upon our universities. The party organisation launched an attack on
rightist views. The activity and self-assurance of the students of worker-peasant origin
have grawn. Ideslogical debates have been started and a movement is afoot to expel
students who are openly hostile to our people’s democtcy. 63 per cent of the newly-
enralled students are of worker-peasant ortgin as against 56 per cent of List year. On
the whole a political progress is noticeable at the universities. Self-complacency, how-
ever, would be a grave mistake. No doubt, the political ideslogical fight in the
new academic year has to be enhanced. Leaders, professors, teachers, must realise that
their task does nst cover only training of new inte! 'gentsia coming from the people,
but als> the training of a new type, socialist intell.gentsia. The farmation of a new
intelligentsia and the social development of the bulk of the old intellizentsia are
tw) pracesses complementing each other which must eventually lead to the merging
of the two layers.

Appendix B 4

Extract from article in Koznevelis of 15 October 1933 by Gyula Bizo: Political in-
doctrination in institutes for training of teachers.

We must tumn the training inst'tutes for kindergarten teachers and schoolmasters
int> 3 workshop of communist pedagogy. We are all perlectly aware of the fact that
our only am is to educate communist men and woren. From this it is clear that
political indactrination is not a part of educational work but constitutes its supreme
target. The importance of thearetical education has been stressed time and again by
our Party. There is, of course, no doubt that cons/derable successies have been at-
tained in this field. However, if during a psychology class a pupl gives — as has
happened — as an example of will-power the strength t> overcame the feeling of
kunger while fasting on Goad Friday — I repeat, if such things can happen there
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is still plenty of work to be done in theoretical political indoctrination! Are there
opportunities to increase our efforts in this respect? Yes, we have in our own hands
the factors that will contribute to improvement.

Every school staff must become a firm political unit in which all have their place
and role. :

Appendix B 5
Broadcast by Radio Kossuth at 10.20 am. on 3 November 1936:

Pupils attention!

The revolutionary committee of the Ministry of Education makes it known that:

All history books for elementary and secondary schools will be withdrawn.

Those responsible for the teaching of Hungarian literature at elementary schools
will treat only those sections which deal with Hungarian literature.

The chapters on Russian literature are to be disregarded. In the teaching of geo-
graphy at elementary schools the geagraphy of the Soviet Union is to be created only
to the same extent as that of other countries.

All geography books used at elementary schools will be withdrawn.

In the fourth grade of the secondary schools, the biology text-books will be with-
drawn, R

In the eighth grade of the elementary schools, free religious instruction must be
given, Special enrolment for religious instruction is hereby abolished.

In all schools of the country, Russian as a compulsory language will be abolished.

The elementary schools which are based on the Russian pattern will be abolished.
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Appendix C 1

Certificate no.: 23/1948
GYMNASIUM MATRICULATION CERTIFICATE

Marghescu Sindor, who was born at Temesvir, county of Temes, on 28
August 1929, his religion being Roman Catholic, conducted his gvmnasium
stud'es at: class T at the Hungarian Royal State Gymnasium of Nagybanya
1910/41, class 1T at the Royal Catholic Gymnasium of Szatmarnéti 1941742,
classes III and IV at the Hungarian Royal State Gymnasium of Nagybanya
1942/43 — 194374+, classes V — VIII at the St. Stephen Gymnasium of the
Society of Jesus at Kalocsa 1944/45 — 1947/48, and his conduct was exem-
plary; he had bis matriculation examination before the undersigned commit-
tee, with the following results:

Hungarian language and literature distinction
History distinction
Latin language distinction
German language distinction
Physics distinction

Mathematics : distinction

In other subjects of the gymnasium, his results were:

Knowledge of faith and ethics distinction
Economics and saciology distinction
Geography and anthropography distinction
............... language ......ccoccneiiniiinnnn.

Philosophy distinction
Natural history distinction
Chemistry distinction
Drawing and history of art distinction

He satisfied the prescribed requirements with distinction, and therefore ac-
cording to statute 193+4: X1: paragraph 38: subparagraph (3), we declare him
t> be matured for university and higher educational studies.

For this we give him this certificate with the stamp of the St. Stephen
Gymnasium of the Society of Jesus at Kalocsa and with our signatures:

Date: Kalocsa, 26 June 1948

(signed) (signed)
chairman of committee master of history
(signed) (signed)
rector master of German and
master of Hungarian language Laun lanzaanes
and literature (saned)
master of physics and
mathemaiics
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Szeged City
Hungarian Royal Horthy Miklos Science University, Faculty of Physics
and Mathematics

5/number 1948-49
RESOLUTION

On the basis of the resolution of Faculty meeting on 24 September 1948,
Mr, Marghescu Sandor's application for enrolment is rejected because

”~
the absolute numberf places is full
the relative number of places is full
he does ngyﬂl have the necessary documents.
P ;

This resolution has the force of law by V.K.M. (Ministry of Religion and
Education)

Sreged, 26 September 1948
(signed)
Dean

Appendix C 2

Extracts from personal files of students:

Report Number I: ‘

Tutellizent, not at all diligent. He is often absent but due to the fact that his fa-
ther is a doctor he can always produce a certificate. From a political point of view
he is not reliable. DISZ member. On party seminars often pats forward faulty paints
of view, but only because he does not studv, Generally he speaks through his hat,
but because he is sensible he can talk himself out of anything. He is of a completely
rcligious orientation.

Report Number 11t

Son of a dxctor. His study average is second class. He has a wide professional in-
terest. He works all the time as an auxiliary physical worker, he worked as a joiner
for a longer period of time, where he achieved gosd working results. He is also in-
terested in music. Religious. His father was member of the directing committee of
LPOL. :

He was cleared with cautioning. (Clearing was the political screening after the
war concerning the attitude of people during and after the war: RIC.) /Investigare/.
e seems capable of development.

Independent, active, DISZ member.

Propased F. 145, scholirship.

Report Number 1111

Comes from an academic family. Born in Budapest, 2 Qctober 1932, There are
seven children in the family, His father is district surgeon. Hls examination results
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are: physics first class, chemistry second, biology first, biochemistry first, anatomy
first, histology second, life-study second. He passed Marxism with third class after
having failed once.

According to the opinion of DISZ he is intelligent, but his attendance at lectures
and practicals was not satisfactory. He was often absent, but always produced a
doctor's certificate. He was never prepared for party seminars, this was exactly the
reason why he failed in Marxism.

He did s»me cultural work in his faculty.

5.VIIL1953 (signature)

Appendix C 3

Extract from Népszabadsdg of 5 February 1957;
Three teachers and seven yniversity students arrested in a raid on students’ hostels

The majority of university students have been watching with grief in the past few
weeks whether university life would begin again or not. Several reports have been
made to the police that in order to set up normal university woark they must again
hold searches in the students’ hostels to save a riot or something breaking out after
teaching has begun. :

In Sunday's paper we gave news of the communiqué of the National Chief of
Police that the police and the militia held searches and cert'fications of identity on
31 January in several student hostels and university buildings, Scveral readers have
asked us to give more details of this work and of the results, in order to save hostile
scare news getting around.

The police held searches in the students’ hostels... Tibor Beke, 23 year-old univer-
sity student, member of the secretariat of the MEFESZ at the Technical University,
for example, made and spread inciting anti-government leaflets. In the course of the
search they found a great part of the leaflets, and they found the hidden typewriter
and a great amount of typing paper too on which Beke made the leaflets. Joszef
Nemes, 25 year-old university student, member ¢f the provisional executive com-
mittee of the MEFESZ, was also arrested for the same thing, {5r the spreading of
counter-revolutisnary leaflets. There were many leaflets found in his room teo, Istvan
Kornidesz, 36 year-old professor’s assistant, was the organiser of the whole network.
The police found a typewriter and a large number of stencils, and also the letters
that were ta be sent out to give information on his organised conspiracy.

Appendix C 4

Extract from The Hungarian Situation and the Rule of Law issued by the Inter-
national Commission of Jurists, The Hague 1937; see opposite page

Appendix D 1

Appeal adopted by a meeting of Budapest Technological Students at the Andris
Hess Students’ Hostel held on 19 October 1956:

We know very well that recently serious changes took place in the political and
economic life of our country. Statements that delight one's heart have been made
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From “List of arrests”:

File
No.
130

175

179

252
253

254
255
256—262
263—265

338

113—M

Source Date

RB
Naz

Nsz

RB
RS

RB
RB
RB
RB
MTI

Nep

Dec. 24

Jan. 24

Jan. 24

g by
"
&
Lo

Feb. 5
Feb. 5

Feb. 17

Jan. 26

Name
Szilek {Filop’), I.

Kévecses, F.

Kollar

Beke, T.
Nemes, J.

Vekerdi, J.
Kornidesz, 1.
7

3

Veigl, Jozsef

Jouzsef, K.

23

23
25

30

36

Profession

teacher

student

Stud. med.

student
student

Univ. lecturer
Usiv. lecturer
students

Univ. lecturers

student

schoolboy

Possible Aggravating
Circuinstances

leader of the group

member MEFESZ
member MEFESZ

hiding arins

Place of Arrest Charge

Karczag

Dabas

Budapest

{)rinting
caflety

murder of
Chairman of local
cr

not reporting 3rd
party hiding arms
writing leallets
distributing
leallets

printing illegal
paper ''Eszmelet”™
organising e-r
notwork

partic. in ¢-r
network

partic. in c-r
network

running
cland:stine
traasanitier

hiding arms

Abbreviations used:

Cp
c-r

MTI

Communist Party

counter-revolutionary

Hungarian Telegraphic Agency

Nep
Nsz
RB

= Nepakarat (newspaper)

= Népszabadsdg (newspaper}

= Radio Budapest
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concerning the revelation of faults, but very little has been done to remedy wrongs.

The education of youth is on the wrong track tao. We, the students of the Tech-
nological University, disapprove of the role the DISZ played in ‘the education of
Hungarian youth. In our university, the Technological University, the DISZ com-
mittee became an automatic machine of superior organs. It should have been the
duty of the DISZ to represent the views of youth, but it failed to comply with this
obligation. Qur most important problems have not been adjusted for years.

The students of the Technological University are sick and tired of the helplessness
of the central committee of the DISZ which has been unable to fight consistently
{or the interests of university students.

The new students’ Committee of the central students’ hoste! of the Technological
University, together with the students, consider the position of students intolerable.
As a result of the demands set by our students, the students’ mecting convened for
19 October at 9 p.n. demanded the execution of the following measures:

1 We demand moral and material appreciation for engincers, Engineers should
be assigned to jobs for engineers, their pay should be about 1500-1600 forints and
they should also obtain premiums,

2 Leading posts and positions should depend on school training and professional
knowledge.

3 We demand the abolition of compulsory attendance at lectures, the optional
teaching of languages and non-professional subjects and the teaching of one obliga-
tory Janguage which can be chosen freely.

4 University students must be offered possibilities to undertake journeys abroad
in groups with state subsidies and also undertuke private journeys independent of the
IBUSZ (Hungarian State Travel Bureau).

5 It should be made possible for young engineers to find employment abroad
which is not subjected to either political or family conditions.

6  Overcrowding in students’ hostels must cease.

7 We demand the raising of the “forint-norms” of canteens to 15 forints a day.

8  Undertakings providing food for students should come under the supervision
of competent universties.

9  Restore the autonomy of the universities.

10 We demand the reorganisation of the university youth movement and the
democratic election of a new leading committee of students.

It We demand the restoration of travelling allowances of 30 per cent once a
month.

12 Reduce the prices of technological literature for students and grant text-book
allowances to each student,

13 We demand the fixing of a realistic number of engineers to be trained every
year.

1+ Students should obtain higher scholarships for the period due to work out
their final theses, the “diploma plans”.

15 We demand a public trial in the case of Farkas and his assaciates.

The meeting passed a resolution that, unless the points 3, 4, 7, 11, 14 ;nnd 15 are
carried inta eifect within a fortnight, students will arrange a demonstration to ma-
nifest their dissatisfaction, .

We request the students of all universities to support us in fighting for and achiev.
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ing our demands. Simultancously we are ready to support the demands of other
universities.
The meeting of the Central Student
Hostel of the Technological
University and their Student
Committee.

Appendix D 2

The seven demands of the DISZ Central Committee of 18 October 1956:

1 The overdoading of the university curriculum must end. Students should have
the choice of attendance at a number of specialised colleges. The roll-call system of
supervising attendance at lectures must be discontinued. '

2 Language instruction in the universities must be made optional. Only know-
ledge or study of a freely chosen foreign language should be compulsory.

3 Instead of formal P.T. at the universities, more attention must be paid to
giving undergraduates wider opportunities for sports.

+  To promote the constructive acquisition of a knowledge of Marxism-Leninism,
the DISZ Central Committee deemed it essential that the teaching of Marxism-
Leninism should be in the right proportion to the branch of study being pursued and
that lecture hours devoted to it should be reduced. It would be ‘“‘correct” to make
certain special courses in Marxism-Leninism optional if they were linked to the study
of special subjects. The teaching of Marxism-Leninism in the universities must be
based on the study of the classics of Marxism,

5  The question of national defence instruction in the universities should be re-
examined. Military service for students should be compulsory only on completion of
their studjes.

6  More and better food should be served in university canteens. Suitable
buildings should be handed over to house more student hostels.

Appendix D 3

Hungarian Home Service report 1;n a students’ meeting at Szeged, 21 October 1956:

The university students of Szeged met again yesterday afterncon. They set up
their own independent youth organisation, called MEFESZ. The students welcomed
the measures already published by the Ministry of Education which meet the
demands of the undergraduates. They expect similarly prompt measures about their
other justified demands. ’

The undergraduates discussed the draft statute of their new youth organisation.
The statute says that the youth of MEFESZ follows the Party on the road of building
soclalism. It is an independent and free youth organisation, whose ideological foun-
dation is Marxism-Leninism. The participants... stressed that DISZ had been unable
to represent the interests of the university students satisfactorily. They therefore
found it necessary to create a new organisation. MEFESZ recognises as its highest
forum the National Parliament of University Youth. MEFESZ membership does not
preclude membership and work in DISZ.

... The meeting discussed MEFESZ's programme. This includes the university
students’ many justified demands, including the abolition of the system which over-
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burdens university students and opportunities to visit cultural institutions at reduced
fees.

_ Janos Gosztonyi, Secretary of DISZ Central Committee, said that he was basically
in agreement with the programme. The Party Executive Committees of the City of
Szeged and County Csongrad took a similar attitude; so did the Csongrad County
DISZ Committee.

Appendix D 4

The Topolino Points of 22 October 1956:

The MEFESZ is set up. It will solve the problems of the students:

| New central leadership. Prior to this, new party leadership.

2 Government under the leadership of Imre Nagy.

3 Hungarian-Polish and Hungarian-Yugoslav friendship and the withdrawal of
Soviet troops.

4 New elections.

5  New economic policy. Uranium, foreign trade, etc.

6  Organised workers and autonomy for factory workers.

7 The situation ofsagricultural workers and of peasants farming individually.

8  Revision of political and economic trials and amnesty.

9 15 March 6 October. Old emblern!

10 Freedom of press and the MEFESZ must have its own paper. Destroying of
the secret cadre-files. '

Statement: Complete solidarity with Warsaw and the Polish movement for inde-
pendence.

Appendix D 5

Appeal issued by DISZ Members of the Medical Faculty of the University of Buda-
pest, 22 October 1956:

Students of our university wish to support the realisation of the demands of the
students of other universities as well as the justified demands of all Hungarian youth.

They think that the realisation of their justified demands depends on two funda-
mental conditions: .

1 The unity and “mass basis” of youth must be safeguarded as only a united
youth federation can fight consistently and energetically for the interests of all youth
of our country.

2 We consider it necessary to hold new elections in all leading organs of the DISZ
from the lowest oues right up to the Central Committee of DISZ, as well as the
convocation of the congress of the DISZ.

The Conference of DISZ delegates of the Medical Faculty of the University of
Budapest, fixed the following objectives: . .

1 We demand that the progressive national traditions should be put into practice
by deeds, that 13 March and 6 October be declared as National Holidays and that
the Kossuth coat of arms should be restored. L

2 We demand free, international information, exchange of opinions and
sciences.
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3 We demand the full assertion of parliamentary democratism, as well as the
elaboration and realisation of a new, democratic election system.

4  Women students should be exempted from military training and military
service and the theoretical and practical military training of men reviewed.

5  We demand individual rules for examinations, instead of examination orders
by groups.

6  Hungarian textbooks and notes should be available in time, adequate quan-
tities, and under favourable conditions of payment by instalments.

7  We demand the reviewing of the scholarship system and demand that students
who are orphans, half-orphans or the breadwinners in a family should obtain at least
500 forints scholarship a month.

{Points 8, 9 and 10 refer to housing problems)

We express complete solidarity with the democratic evolution in Poland. We wish
to play a lion’s share in the sound and democratic development of our country by
standing firmly on the ground of Marxism-Leninism.

The Conference of DISZ Delegates
of the Medical Faculty of the
University of Budapest.

Appeal to students of the Technical University for Architecture and Transport and
of the Budapest University of Technology!

The Council of the two universities wholeheartedly welcomes the movement of the
university youth and the right initiative they have taken. The Council of the two
universities, their professors, their teaching staff and workers fully agree with this
movement.

The staff of the university had been gladly partaking in recent student meetings
and they approved of the students’ rightful demands and they will fully support
such efforts as are directed towards the fulfilment of these demands.

It has come to our knowledge that the students of our universities are planning
to march this afternoon to the Bem monument. With this solemn march they want
to give expression of their sympathy with the aspirations of the Polish people and as
a symbolic gesture they want to lay a wreath at the foot of the statue of General
Bem, the great freedom fighter.

The Council of the two universities has however some misgivings regarding this
street march. In view of the fact that the crowds in the street are likely to mingle
with the demonstrators, certain disorderly elements will thus get the opportunity to
join the other and will try to use the well-regulated student movement for furthering
their own aims. Therefore the Council fears that by creating confusion these people
may endanger the success of the movement. The Szeged example clearly showed that
setious results can also be achieved without taking resource to demonstrations,

Should the students however decide to go ahead with their march in spite of afore-
mentioned considerations, the Council of the two universities requests them to remain
calm, to abstain from any loud demonstration and rioting and to march up to the
monument for the laying of the wreath in perfect order and in a disciplined manner.
Budapest, 23 October 1956.

Council of the Technical University Council of the Budapest
for Architecture and Transport University of Technology
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Appendix D 6

Joint resolution passed by the student Committee of the Budapest University of
Technology and the MEFESZ Organisation of the Technical University for Archi-
tecture:

Today at 2 p.m. the students of the two universities will assemble in the courtyard
of the University of Technology and will make ready for the march. In connection
with this march we have come to make the following decisions:

1 We shall walk arm in arm, in closed lines of ten people.

2 No slogans will be used. It will be a silent demonstration because any other
demonstration would be unworthy of us.

3 We shall leave the university by the Budafoki u. No. 2. entrance and we shall
take the following route: — Gellért square — Gellért embankment — Débrentet
square — Dibrentei street — Lanchid street ~ F6 street — Jégverem street —-
Bemu embankment. Arrived at the Bem monument the students shall form a circle
around the statue, we shall then lay the wreath and sing the National Anthem.

4+ We shall then march along the Bem Joszef street — Martirok street — Marci-
bényi square and here we shall sing the “Szézat,” With this the demonstration will
come to its end.

5 Time-table: start: 2.30 p.m.

laying of the wreath: 3.15 p.m.
departure 3.43 p.m. .

In order to secure smooth running of our demonstration you are all requested to

keep to the above-mentioned times.

Student Committee ’ MEFESZ Organisation

Appendix D 7

Resolution passed by the MEFESZ Committee, Technical University of Architec-
ture, 22 Qctober 1956:

We agree with the proposal put forward by the University of Szeged and we set
up the MEFESZ organisation. This organisation is also joined by students of the
Technical University and Horticultural College.

It will be the task of this new MEFESZ organisation to give expression of the
students’ opinion as regards the grave political questions as well as to find a solution
to a number of undergraduate problems so far unsolved (army education, students’
canteen, students’ homes, railway fare reductions, free examinations, individual tra-
velling abroad).

The MEFESZ was brought into being by a spontaneous meeting of university
students, in the presence of about 4-5000 undergraduates.

The following points sum up the young people’s political demands.

1 Immediate convocation of the Central Leadership of the MDP. In the mean-
time election of a new party leadership by the rank and file of members and the
setting up of the new Central Leadership by this new party leadership.

2 New government under the leadership of Imre Nagy. ) )

3 Establishing of friendly relations with the Soviet Union and qumlawa‘ This
friendship must be based on full equality and on the principle of non-interference as
regards internal affairs of the countries concerned.
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4 Immediate withdrawal of all Soviet troops under the terms of the Hungarian
peace treaty.

5  General, equal, secret elections with the participation of several parties and the
election of new representatives to the National Assembly.

6 We demand the most economic and exclusively Hungarian use of the uranium,

7 Immediate fixing of labour norms for all industrial workers and introduction
of autonomy in factories and plants.

8  Revision of system of compulsory deliveries and lending assistance to the indi-
vidually working peasantry.

9 Revision of all political and economic court cases, total amnesty for such
prisoners as had been innocently condemned and rehabilitation of persons who had
been discredited. ’

10 Open tral in the case of Mihaly Farkas.

Mityas Rékosi must return and be publicly called to account for his actions in the
past.

Revision of cases where Hungarians had been mnocently condemned in Russia and
their subscquent release,

11 Restoration of the old Kossuth emblem to replace the present one so totally
alien to the people, 15 March and 6 October must be publicly declared as national
and general holidays,

A new uniform for our army.

12 Full freedom of speech and press (also broadcasts) and within this framework
the MEFEZ organisation must have its own newspaper. The old files of cadres
must be brought before the public and then destroyed.

5 13 The statue of Stalin, which is the symbol of tyranny, must be removed imme-
iately.
14 We are bound together in complete solidarity.
The university youth gives with unanimous enthusiasm expression of their solidarity
with workers and young people of Warsaw and with the Polish national movement
for independence. .
MEFESZ Committee
Technical University
for Architecture

22 October, 1956.
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RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE SEVENTH
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CONFERENCE

The Seventh International Student Conference receives the report of the Research
and Information Commission regarding the position and structure of higher education
and the situation of students in Hungary.

The Conference recognises

a that although no visas were given by the Hungarian government to the
Research and Information Commission team, the report is supported fully and
adequately by documentation almost entirely from Hungarian sources;

b that there exists a clear pattern of suppression of academic freedom in
Hungary, and that the universities are subject to the interference and dictation of
the State at all levels; .

¢ that political and social discrimination is exercised in obtaining entry to the
universities, in determining scholarships and in deciding examination results;

d that students and teachers have been arvested, imprisoned and deported because
of their atzempts to obtain academic freedom and human rights;

e deplores and condemns the lack of academic freedom in the universities of
Hungary, the complete negation of any real university autonomy by the State. and
foreign nterference with the development of the national cultural heritage of
Hungary;

f requests the establishment of true freedom in Hungarian universities as
demanded by the Hungarian students and teachers themselves in October 1956;

¢ appeals to the Hungarian government to release all university students and
teachers imprisoned for political reasons.

Finally the Conference

a  expresses its admiration of and support for the university students of Hungary
in their strugcle to achieve that independence of thought and action necessary for
the proper development of higher education and the development of a truly national
culture; further recognises the heroism of those students who died in this struggle:

b recommends that the work of the Research and Information Commission
regarding the position of higher education in Hungary should be carried on. irrespec-
tive of whether they are able to obtain visas to enter Hungary or not;

¢ expresses its opinion that this report is an adequate and objective survey and
most heartly thanks the Commission for its excellent work:

d instructs the Secretaniat to make available the Research and Information Com-
mission Report on Hizher Education in Hungary to all the governments of the
world as the contribution of the International Student Conference towards a fuller
understand:ng of the educational problems of Hungarian students.
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