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THE POLICY OF THE HOME RULER,

We dealt recently in & series of articles with the present
situation, in which we refuted the charge persistently brought
againgt the advocates of Home Rule of late in the Angle-
Indian press that the aims and methods of the organisers of
the movement are initicsl to the preservation of British Rule
or the maintenance of thess amicable relations between the

| Britisher and the Iodian which every well-wisher of this_
 country must desire to exist, We have often had, bd seft - =to
in these columns, and we repeat it aguin, that the'JIomtBxly
propaganda has s its object nothing more -and ncthing less
than that which is the settied creed of the National Congress
viz., the attainment of self-government on colonisl lines, that
is, the same self-government whick the dominions of Aus-
tralin, Canada, and South Africs enjoy, That is the aim to be
worked for. Of course it is inevitable that opinions must
differ as to the period within which such a consummation can
be attained fully, as well ae regarding the mctual measure of
reform for which the country and the Empire is now ripe as
an instalment towards the desired end. But if wo are all
agroed on the desirability, or vather the necessity of the aim,
the logitimato character of the ideal,~—and the ideal is cherish«
od as mach by Lord Hardinge and Sir Satyendra Prassanoa
Binha 6s by the membors of the Home Rule League,— it
surely does not become morally culpable to wish to basten the
day of attainment by educative propaganda, or to believe that
un essential requirement of the moment is to take a large step



forward in the diraction of the ideal, in order to eatisfy the
pohhca.l hunger that gnaws at the vitals of the educated com-
mumty in lndm. . Lo , . -2
Our behef is tbut there i nftor all very little dxﬁ”erence
renlly in the actual position of those who bave entered the
Home Rule movement and those who have remained outside.
‘Wo are speaking, of course, of adherents of the Congress croed.
The non-officizl members of the Iroperial Council have just pre- .
sented to the Viceroy o manifesto setting forth their views on
the constitutional reforms to be introduced after the war. We
have no knowledge of the contents of this manifesto bat we
ghould be very much surprised if it contains anything less thun
the avezage Home Ruler wonld ask for, if he were invited to
state Lis views as to the minimum concession that wonld
satisfy the immediate needs of India. The only points on
-which the Home Ralez,—and we mesn by bhe term the raem-
et ome Rule Leogue.—differs from the so-calied
G t',Y party iu the Congrees are, first, bis belief in the
necessity for constant all-the-year-round agitation and political
education on peaceful and constitutional lines, and second, bis
demand that sslf government should be somsthing more than
o mere vague ideal to be achieved somotimein o distant fature,
whichs nobody sttempts to measure, but a practical issue to be
discossed nnd set forth in definite terms,

Porhaps it may be usoful to exaraine once egain the position.
of the Home Ruler,~what be stands for and what ho asks for.
Iu the ficst place, he stands, of conrse, for Home Rale, that
{a to say, the mmplete control by the Indian people of their own
affairs under the aegis of the British Empire, and for an equal
place for India in the supreme connrels of the Empirs, along
with the other seif-governing dominions. He does not’ sy
thiat this is immedintely attainable, but ho doés sy that it is
to bo worked for asa practml demang and not mérely to- be
regarded as » distant vision. Secondly, he says that, thongh



it may not be possible to give India such & full and complete
mensure at this mowment, it is eesential that a resl. beginning
should be made end & heginning that will lay the foundation of
the future by the definite admission of tho prineiple of the
responsibility of the Government to the peopls snd not merely
a further extension of the right te discuss and’ co:operate.
Tndia is ripe not only for representative government, but alwo
for responsible government. The lagislature must be repre-
sentabive of the people,—the taxpayers,~and the efecutiva.
must be responsible to the legisiature. The immediate' de-
mand of Flome Rulers,—and we believe it doss not material>
Iy diffor from the demand of congressmen ontside’ the Home
Rale League,—may be stated approximatsly nndsr tba fol-
lowing heade:—~

(1) The Execntive to ba made responsxblo to tbe Legwr
lature.

(2) The Executive, in the proportion of one Qvar-mr
drawn from the Legislature and to bs chosen by the
Legislatare, ’

(3) The legislature to be entirely sa elective .body on an
enlarged basis, minerities to be suitably protected.

(4} Provinces to be autonomous.

(5) Provincial Governments fospend the provincial reves
nues, rendering only the Impeml reveunes: to the
Imperial Government.

(6) The Government of Indxa to enjoy compleu fiseal

. satonomy.

(7} Indisns fo have absolutely ogual * opportumtwa “of
‘entering the higher services, for which ‘purposes
simultancous examinations to be held,-alt mcinl
distinctions to be abolished and Indians not to be
debarred froo: holding sny post.

These are the chief demands of what is immediately neceos
sary, As regards the relations of the Executive sad’ Legisla-



