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PUBLISHERS' NOTE 

In this the second Edition of '' The Indian Pro. 

blem" Mr. C. F. Andrews further elucidates his views 
on "Indian Independence" in the light of events subc 
q uent to the public~tion of the paper~ presented hei 
Advantage has also b~n taken of the ~sue o' 
re~·ised edition to add three select speeches 
touchability-a subject in which Mr. 
is as keen as ~.fr. Gandhi himself. I 
Mr. Andrews, "no people can be free, 
therns::lves ready to enslave others." 

I 
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PREFACE 

In the second edition of this book, I have been 
'fequested to elucidate one sine,: .. ,.. .... .1t. I have been 
asked whether I imply by the title of on~ series 
of these papers, called "The Immediate Need 
of · Independence," that political independence 
should be immediately attempted at whatever 
cost and even if anarchy should result. I would 
answer, that my own mind in writing these articles 
was concentrated upon the moral aspect, rather than 
the political. It was the nesd of independence that 
I fdt to be immediate: I did not discuss the manner 
of political attainment, or the method of practical 
success. It was the simple logical position of Sir 
John Seeley, which startled me more and more into 
thought, until I could not help writing. I have ex
plained over and over again, even in these papers 
themsdves, that I am not a politician, and have not 
written as a politician. I am first and last a man of 
religion, who bdieve that true and sincere religion 
must deeply influence politics; but rather in the way 
of principle, than in the way of detail 

The moral bearing was all the while uppermost 
in my mind, not merdy in this series of articles, but 
in all the other articles published in this book. The 
sdprtme attraction that Mahatma Gandh.i has had for 
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me has been this, that with him the religious interest 
is paramount. 

Many events have occurred since I wrote these 
articles, The outbreaks of violence in Bombay, 
Madras and Chauri Chaura have taken place, and the 
public burning. of foreign cloth has been carried out, 
'vhich appeared to me to lead directly to race 
hatred.' Mah.stma Gandhi has been imprisoned. 

I would say at once, that this imprisonment of 
Mahatma Gandhi has not, by itself, made my hope 
in the movement towards independence any Jess 
positive. For I have witnessed a moral strength 
and· a readiness to suffer patiently in many of 
young volunteers and their leaders. who have gone 
cheerfully to prison, which has done much to redeem 
past failures, I have also seen the passionate hatred 
of the foreigner subsiding. The movement has un· 
doubtedly become stronger and purer from within. 

What 1has distressed me most of all has not 
been the imprisonment of Mahatma Gandhi and his 
followers. That has been a spiritual triumph, which 
has surely opened wide the road to freedom, What 
has really pained me has been the unwillingness of 
those who profess Mahatma Gandhi's name to obey 
his injunction concerning the complete removal of 
• untouchability.' No people can be free, who are 
themselves ready to enslave others. 

March, 1923. C. F. ANDREWS. 
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Indian Independence. 
--:o:............_.. 

I 

llJ E are living in strenuous days, wherein we are 
~ ~ being taught more and more, through sacrifice 

and suffering, to face realities, and not to acquiesce 
in that which destroys manhood and self-respect. 

We do not want pleasant things said to us: we 
need the truth. It is in the sense of the awakening 
of these days and of the need of facing unflinchingly 
the facts, that I shall try to write, at a time when 
writing is very difficult on account of ill-health. I 
wish to go down to foundations, to ask ultimate 
questions. Why are we seeking suddenly to-day 
independence, with such desperately earnest haste? 
Why do we feel to-day, as we never felt before, that 
other things may be postponed, but this struggle for 
freedom cannot be postponed even for one single 
hour? 

There are many answers which I might give to 
hcse questions; but I shall give one answer, which 
1as forcibly appealed to me for many years and has 

shaped my inttllectual thinking about India. It 
appears to me to go to the root of the whole 
problem. · 

There is a book called • The Expansion of 
Engllr.d.' by Sir John Seeley which, if possible, every 
Indian student should read for himself. First of all, 



THE INDIAN PRL ·.EM 

.totice the title,-• The Expansion of England.' The 
book records the expansion of/ England ; and yet 
more than half the book is about India. That fact 
itself should make us pause and. think. To Sir John 
Seeley, India during the eirteenth and sineteenth 
centuries is regarded as an i trument in the expan
sion of England. India the passive, pliable 
material by means of \Vhich Eogland was able to 
stretch out her Empire over the rest of the world I 
What a fate I What a destiny I What a lasting 
indignity for three hundred million souls, to be made 
an appendage to the expansion of a small island 
called England, SLven thousand miles away in the 
North Seal 

This book of Sir John Seeley's is a blunt and 
plain-spoken book. Otherwise I should not trouble 
about it, or wish Indian:; to read it. Here is one of 
the things he says. It is a very famous passage. I 
will quote it in full. Remember be is writing in 
1 882,-nearly forty years ago. He had not witness
ed the world-shaking events of the twentieth 
century. He says:-

''There is, then, no Indian nationality, though there are 
aome germs out of which we can conceive an Indian nationality 
developing itself. h iJt lbh fact, and not some enormou.e 
euperiority on the part of the English race, that makes our 
Empire in India pos3ible. If there •ould arise in India a 
nationality movemeni similar to that which we witnessed ir 
Italy, the English power could not even make thP resistancE 
that was made in Italy by Austria, but must succumb at once 
For what means can England have, which is not a mil ita.;: 
state, of reM11tiDg the rei!ll!.lloo of two hundred and fifty million 
of subjects? Do you say, AS we conquered them before. w• 
could cor:quer them ag"in? But I explained that we did no 
conquer them. I abowed you that of the army which won ou 
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victories, four-fifths consisted·or native troops. That we wet· 
able to hire these native troops for service in India., was due 
to the fact that the fl~eling of nationality had no existetlca 
there.'' 

So far Sir John Seeley has made clear the point 
(which has often been emphasised since) that Eng
land did not conquer India, but only holds sway in 
India on account of India's acquiescence. Mark, 
then, very carefully what follows. Sir John Seeley 
continues: 

"Now if the feeling of a common nationality began to exist 
there only feebly, if, without inspiring any active desire 
to drive out the foreigner, it only created a notion that 
it was shameful to assist him in motintaining his 
dominion, from that day al:nost our Empire would 
cease to ex.ist. For of the army by which it is 
garritioned, two-thirds consist of native soldiers, Imagine what 
an easy task: the Italian patriots would have had before them.._ 
if the Austrian Government which they desired to expel bad 
d~pended not upon Austria but upon It~lian soldiers I Let us 
euppose-not even that the native army mutinied-hut simply 
that a nattve army could not any longer be levied. In a mo· 
ment the impossibility of holding India would become mani· 
f<Jst to lid, For it is a condition of our Indian Empire that it 
sbould be held without any great effort. As it was acquired 
wtthout much effort on the part of the English state, it must be 
retained in the same way. We are not prepared to bury 
millions on army upon army in defending our acl}uisition. 
TLe moment India began really to show herself what we so 
idly inJagine her to be, a conquered nation, that moment we 
bhould r .. cognise perforce the imposstbility of retaining her." 

I shall l..::a ve this passage to speak for itself. 
Docs it nol explain the psychology of the present 
moveme:1t? For what have we seen, on every side, 
as Mahatma Gandhi has gone from place to place 
and province to province? Have we not seen just 
that very "fc:ding of a common nationality," on 
which Sir John S.::dey lays so much stress? Have we 
not s<:en the "notion created," as Seeley says, 11 that 
it was shamdul to assist the foreigner in maintaining 
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his dominion?" Have we not begun to realise, in our 
humiliation, that we are regarded as a conquerec~ 

11ation? Surely, all these things have come to pass. 
May \Ye not then hope that the end is not far distant ; 
that Swaraj may be even now knocking at our very 
door, seeking to enter, and that it is we ourselves, 
and not the British, who are shutting it out? 

I shall take one other passage in conclusion, 
which has become almost equally famous. Sir John 
Seeley has been discussing the well-known historical 
maxim, that revolutions do not occur when people 
are at the lowest depth of misery, but only when 
they are looking up and recovering hope. He 
then goes on as follows:--. 

"But if India does begin io breathe as a single national 
whole-and our own rule is perhaps doing more than ever was 
done by former governments to make this possible-then no 
auch explosion of despair, even if there was cause for it, would 
be needed. For in that case the feeling would gain ground in 
the native army, and on tl:.e native army ultimately we depend. 
We could subdue ~he Mutiny of 1857, formidable as it was, 
because it was spread through only a part of the army, because 
the people did not actively sympathise with it, and because it 
waa possible to find native Indian races who would fight on our 
side. But the moment a mutiny is but threatened which shall 
be no mere mutiny, but the expression of a universal feeling of 
nationality, at that moment all hope is at an end, as all 
desire ought to be at an end, of preserving our Empire. For 
we are not really conquerors of India, and we cannot rule 
her as conquerol"!l; i1 we undertake to do eo, it is not 
necessary to inquire whether we could succeed, for we 
ahould assuredly be ruined financially by the mere attempt." 

I leave these two remarkable passages to be 
carefully thought over by every student. One thing, 
I believe, will come out, namely, that the attainment 
of Indian Independence must essentially be based, not 
em any appeal to arms, nor on any viol~.;nce, but oo 
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a complete realisation by the people as a whole of 
Indian nationality. 

In the light of this fact,~ cannot we understand 
what a God·given blessing it has been to India, at 
such a time as the present, to have Mahatma Gandhi 
in our midst ? In the next chapter I shall try to show 
~till further from Sir John Seeley's book " the 
immediate need for independence." 

II 
I now come to the two historical maxims put 

forward by Sir John Seeley concerning Indian 
independence, which long ago attracted my attention. 
These have seemed to me, the more often I have 
thought of them, to be profoundly disturbing, They 
have forced me to see how deep the evil of 
de1HmdencB lies, and how hard it is to eradicate it. 

The first maxim may be quoted in Sir John 
Sedey's own words, as follows:-

" Subjection for a long time to a foreign yoke is one of the 
most potent cauee1 of national deterioration." 

I wish every word of this sentence to be very 
cardully noted. Not every subjection, but subjection 
fur a long tiuts is one of the most potent causes of 
national deterioration. One hundred and sixty years 
have now passed away, dllfing which India has 
come more and more in subjection to the yoke of the 
British Empire. Such a period is surely 'a long time.• 
Therefore, if Seeley's maxim is true, every year that 
India remain.s in subjection to England in the future 
will only drive the national d.::terioration deeper and 
Jc:eper. How m 1:h longer, then, is India to go on ia. 
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this state of dependence ? Is not every year that 
passes only adding to national deterioration ? 

There then is one terrible fact of history to be 
faced. Any further remaining in a state of de· 
pendence within the British Empire would appear t() 

mean an increasing measure of national deterioration. 
We must, therefore, at once awake and shake our
selves free. 

The second of the two historical maxims present· 
ed by Sir John Seeley forces Indians into a dilemma 
from which there appears to be no escape. He faces 
the ultimate question of the withdrawal of the 
British Government from India. ·with regard to 
such a withdrawal, he uses the following sentence, 
which has been one of the most often quoted 
from his book :-

·• To withdraw," he says, "the British Government from a 
country like India, which is dependent on it, and which we have 
made incapable of depending on anything else, would be the 
most inexcusable of all conceivable crimes, and might possibly 
cause the moat atupen1ous of all conceivable calamities." 

This sentence, which I have italicised, can only 
have one meaning. It implies that India has no way 
out of her difficulties. The historian can look for· 
ward to no period when India will be able to depend 
upon herself alone for protection. The rule of the 
British in India is regarded as a parallel to that of 
the Romans in Britain in ancient times. When tlie 
Romans left the shores of Britain, the wretched in· 
habitants, we are told, gazed longingly after them as 
the Roman ships departed, being themselves too 
weakened by foreign government to have any powers, 
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of self-defence left. Even sr;,' Sir John Seeley appears 
to think. the people of India have so lost the powers. 
of self-government and self-defence, that it would be 
a crime to I~ ve them to themselves. This standpoint 
is taken again and again throughout the book ; and it 
cannot be lightly treated as though it was 
of no historical importance. I will give one other 
passage:-

.. India," says Sir John Seeley," ie, ofall countries, that which 
ieleast capable of evolving out of itself a stable government. 
And it is to be feared that the Britiah rule may have dimi
Dlshed whatever little power of this sort India may have origin
ally possessed." 

What a confession is this for an English historian 
to make ! What an impossible prospect for India 
herself! rt seems inevitably to imply perpetual depend· 
ence and subjection. 

Thus we have come to an impasse, in following 
out Sir John Seeley's closely reasoned argument. The 
situation is as follows: If dependence and subjection 
to the foreign rule of the British Empire continue, 
then national deterioration of India is likely to 
increase. Yet, along with this, withdrawal of India 
from the British Empire is becoming more and more 
difficult, because the dependence of Indians on tha 
British Empire for support and protection is becoming 
more and more necessary. 

Here we are involved in a vicious circle, Which· 
ever way we turn, the circle hems us in. l have 
thought O\'er this problem, night and day, for many 
years; and I confe:ss I could find no solution. 
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But quite lately the.e has appeared to me to be 
one pathway opened, leading out of this terrible 
dilemma. It is this. If India could be granted, 
before it is too late, some God-given genius, who 
could stir up, not in one province only, but through· 
out the whole country, the spirit of independence, 
then there might be hope. If India could produce, 
out of her own resources, such an inspiring and 
unifying personality, then all might yet be well. 

And surely this is what is happening before our 
very eyes to-day. At this most critical moment in 
Indian history, when subjection and dependence were 
becoming unbearable and insupportable, we have been 
given one who has roughly shaken our age-long 
conventions and has uttered the Mantram,-'' Be 
free: be slaves no longer I" 

It is true that, with such a volcanic force as the 
personality of Mahatma Gandhi, there will be much 
destruction. Much pulling down will be witnessed 
before the building up can be seen. But the essential 
factor after all is the new atmosphere, the new spirit, 
the new life-urge from beneath which has forced its 
way to the surface. This, in the end, will be creative, 
not destructive. And the creation will go forward, 
when the new course has been taken, until the whole 
people is at last awakened to full national conscious
ness. 

Whilst I myself find ground for hope and encour· 
agement in the prospect which I have thus outlined, 
I can understand the attraction which the picture of 



INDIAN 1.ND'E~ 9 
~ gradual devElopment stiLM ( .Dfor many of the most 

thoughtful and patriotic Ind1an minds. I have had, 
myself, in the past, the strongest leaning towards this 
conservative and gradual ideal of progress. 

But I would ask those who hold it,-How can 
you face the historical facts of an ever~increasing 
deterioration, if the British Imperial rule continues ? 
I I ow can you face these terrible sentences of Sir 
John Seeley which have been quoted above? Granted 
that the Reform Act has brought a certain measure 
of responsibility, does not the old (A 1 dependenM 
on England still lurk beneath it ? Is th e any way of 
getting rid of the spirit of subjecti~n, except by 
standing out unmistakably on the side of freedoJll? 
Can doles of Home Rule, meticulously meted out at 
the will of the rulers, create a new inner vital force ? 
Even the British historian can hardly look forward to 
such a prospect. 

This would be my own inner questioning of the 
conservative process, and the doubt in my own mind 
has been so great, that I have most gladly turned to 
the other prospect. There, in Mahatma Gandhi, we 
have a volcanic personality, a moral genius of the 
first order, who has revealed to us all the hidden 
power of a living frc"edam from within, who has 
taught us to depend, not on any external resources, 
but on ourselves. My whole heart goes out to his 
appe:al, and I have a great hope that, along this path, 
indep<.;ndence will be reached at last. 
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Ih 

I wish to repeat, in a somewhat different form,.. 
the argument which I have already brought forward. 
I shall not be afraid of going over the same ground 
again, because the subject is one of life or death to 
the nation. 

Sir John Seeley has really told us the plain, 
unvarnished truth: 11 Subjection," he says, " for a 
long time to a foreign yoke is one of the most potent 
causes of national deterioration." 

This sentence ought to be written on the heart 
of every Indian, with all the humiliation it implies. 
Until the humiliation is more 'deeply felt there ap· 
pears no hope of remedy. As my friend, who has been 
the greatest help to my thinking all these years, Babu 
Ramananda Chatterji, has well expressed it: -

•• A nation-wide movement can be produced only 
by a nation-wide disgrace, disability, indignity and 
wrong.'' What is this most humiliating common 
factor in our lives which can and ought to bring 
together men and women, the literate and the illiterate, 
rich and poor, prince and peasant, Hindu, Moslem, 
Christian, Buddhist, Jain, Sikh, Jew and Parsi, 
capitalist and labourer, Brahmin and non-Brahmin, 
'' toucl:able" and " untouchable," 11 high caste" and 
11 low-caste"? It is foreign rule and foreign exploita· 
tion. Whatever our grievances and wrongs and want 
of opportunity, foreiJn rule is a common disgrace 
which we must all feel. 
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The period of I 6o years, since the battle of 
Plassey, is far too long a time to be in subjection to 
a band of foreign 'rulers, who have come from an 
island 7,ooo miles away in- the North of Europe. 
Such subjection, if Seeley's historical maxim is true, 
cannot but lead to national. deterioration. This is
why the need for Independence is so immediate. 
This is why it cannot be postponed indefinitely, 
while other important things are being undertaken. 
God knows, there ,fas been national deterioration 
enough I The last thing that we should wish is that 
it should go on any longer. We cannot sit down at 
ease, while this root.malady strikes· down still deeper 
in the vitality of the nation. 

The other terrible sentence of Sir John Seeley,
which must act like a goad in spurring on every 
Indian, who loves his country, to take action, is 
contained in the paragra::>h where the historian 
declares that India has reached the stage of helplessness, 
when it would be a cruelty for England to withdraw. 

''To witbdraw," he says, "the British Govern· 
ment from India would be the most inexcusable of all 
conceivable crimes." 'Vhy ? Because-these are his 
words-"we (i.e., the British) have made India 
incapable of depending on anything else." And again, 
"It is to be ftared that the British rule may have 
diminished whatever little power of this sort India 
may have originally possessed." 

I have quoted these blunt, harsh and unpalatable: 
sentences, again and again, because I want to drive· 
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home to the mind the degradation which India has 
reached by tamely submitting to a foreign rule all 
these years, without making any united effort to 
throw off the yoke of subjection. Sir John Seeley, 
the historian, was looking at the problem from a 
detached and scientific point of view, as a curiously 
interesting phenomenon in history. But to Indians 
themselves, his words about national defencelessness 
ought to burn like fire. The inevitable result of the 
present state of things, according to Seeley, is that 
India is becoming every year mb:e and more helpless, 
more and more unable to defend herself, more and 
more unable to evolve out of her own resources a 
stable form of government, more and more incapable 
of depending on anything else except the British 
power. I remember vividly even to·day how I went 
to my friend, :Mr. Humphreys, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Delhi, in 1907, at the time of Lala 
Lajpat Rai's arrest, and protested that this arrest was 
the very way to drive Indians to despair. He used 
at that time, in the very kindliest way, the argument 
of Seeley. Indians were defenceless and they must 
be protected even agaimt themselv'es. The one thing 
needed was the Pax Britannica. Anything else could 
only end in the Pathans and Afridis and Afghans 
coming over the frontier. I remember the despair in 
which I went away after the conversation. 

And, in very truth, though in many directions 
progress hl5 been made since Sir John Seeley's days, 
and even since the year 1907, yet in one direction no 
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improvement whatever has taken place. National 
India is as defenceless as ever she was before; . And, 
I am afraid, an impartial historian would have to 
relate that national deterioration has been going on 
apace, in spite of Indian awakening and in spite of 
Indian progress in certain directions. I, for one, have 
come to believe that the state of the peasantry in 
India, under the crushing burden of military expendi~ 
ture, is growing steadily worse. The Esher Report, 
which is already being acted upon in important 
details, shows the limit of Indian helplessness. A 
military budget which exhausts nearly half the 
national income in a country so desperately poor as 
India, reveals still further the deadlock reached in 
Indian affairs. 

I have confessed that, for very· many years, I 
had still kept fast, as an anchor to my mental 
thinking, the belief in a purely normal and gradual 
process of den:lopment,-a belief which might be 
t1ken as coinciding with that of the Indian National 
Libe:rals to-day. I have had sympathy with 
those thoughtful and patriotic: Indian leaders, 
whose courage and integrity I had learnt deeply 
to respect,-men like Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya, Mr. Paranjpye, Mr. Sastri, Mr. Jinnah and 
Dr. Sapru, to mention a few names only,
who maintained the belief that regeneration could 
come !>lowly to India step by step, chiefly by appeals to 
England and at the hands of the English people. 
r.ut now, at last, experience itsdf has taught me that 
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this way of thinking suffers froni one fata.l defect. 
There is no inner strength in it, no inner resource, by 
appeal to which India may be brought out of the 
vicious circle that Seeley so terribly depicts. Desper
ate diseases demand desperate remedies, not poultices 
and bandaging. Even if the dependence on England 
became more and more attenuated as year after year 
went slowly by, even if the Reforms gave certain 
privileges which had not been given before, thes~ 

things would be a gift, a boon, an act of patronising 
condescension, and thus a weakness, not a strength ;. 
all the while the spirit of dependence would remain. 
And, if Seeley's diagnosis of the malady which 
afflicted India was true, then we had no time to 
wait. For while doles of Home Rule were being 
niggardly meted out with the one hand, independence 
itself was being undermined, and the fatal habit of 
looking to England, in a defenceless sort of way, was 
continuing. The disease within \Vas still active. 

Thus I came to realise, by the force of sheer 
practical experience, that the process of passive accept
ance of gifts from England could not be relied on. 
Such an evolutionary process did not evolve, it only 
wandered round and round in a vicious circle, from 
which there was no escape. It therefore appeared to me 
more and more certain that the only way of self-re
covering \Vas through some vital upheaval from within. 
The explosive force needed for such an upheaval 
must be generated within the Soul of India itstlf. 
It could not come through loans and gifts and grants 
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and concessions and proclamations from without. It 
must come from within. 

Therefore, it was with the intense joy of mental 
and spiritual deliverance from ar.a intolerable burden, 
that I watched the actual outbreak of such an inner 
uplosive force, as that which actually occurred when 
Mahatma Gandhi spoke to the heart of India the 
Mantram,-'' Be free! Be slaves no more!" and 
the heart of India responded. In a sudden moment 
her fetters began to be loosened, and the pathway of 
freedom was opened. 

I have to enter on some personal details in my 
own life, in order to make my own position absolutely 
clear. I had felt, with an ever-growing conviction 
since I came out to India and was brought under the 
ing uence of Indian religious thought, the need of 
following quite literally Christ's words concerning 
non-violence, and about loving even one's enemies. 
During the later years, this inner conviction was put 
to the hardest test of all, because I bad to determine 
wLtther I would take up arms in dEfence of my own 
country. Afttr long months of doubt and questioning 
I de-cided that, even though my own home in 
England were attacked, I must not defend it 
by any act of counter violence. It was this 
inner conviction in my own 1&,-a conviction, 
which has now become to me the very soul and 
c~::ntre of rdi~ion, -that prevented me from regard
ing with approval the attempted armed revolutionary 
movement m Bengal which followed the 
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Swadeshi movement; although the courage of those 
who threw away their lives so fearlessly for the sake 
of their country won my unstintcd admiration. It 
must be obvious fro,n what I have said that I could 
not personally countenance any violent revolution, 
even though it led directy to Indian independence. I 
have never swerved for one moment from this 
principle of non-violence in later years. I have made 
it as clear as possible to Maulana Shaukat Ali to-day, 
and he fully understands my position. 

But the more deeply I studied the history of 
India, and went to im~artial historians, like Seeley, 
for my information, the more I found out that a 
violent revolution was not needed. India had not 
been conquered by British arms, but by the employ
ment of Indian mercenary troops under British 
direction. Therefore, the complete reversal of this 
process of conquest did not need an appeal to military 
violence. It demandeci simply a psychological revolt 
in the minds of the Indian people. To repeat the 
passage from Sir John Seeley :-

"If the feeling of a common nationality began to exist in 
India only feebly; if: without any active desire to drive out 
the foreigner, it only created a notion that it wu sh1meful 
to a.uist the foreigner in maintaining his domination, from 
that day almost our Empire would cease to ex is\.'' 

There is another passage written by an 
Englishman, whose name I have failed to discover, 
which expresses the same sentiment in a different 
form. "Indians,'' he says, "have only to refuse to 
work for Europeans, and the whole White Empire 
would be brought to an end within a month.'' 
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Thus the verdict of the most sober English 
historians is this, that India, without a single hand 
being lifted to strike a single blow, can determine her 
own destiny. The sheer weight of numbers,-three 
hundred and twenty millions against a few 
thotl!ands-is so great that if these numbers. 
could once speak with one mind, their will must be 
carried out. 

Thus one of my own earlier difficulties in taking 
an active part in the struggle for Indian freedom was 
automatically removed. And in these later days, I 
ba ve known that Mahatma Gandhi's religio1.1s convic
tions concerning non-violence are even more deep and 
fundamental than my own. It ~as not, then, a 
question of violent revolutionary propaganda as 
contrasted with a non-violent programme. Non
' iolence is the underlying principle which has been 
put forward by Mahatma Gandhi in the clearest 
possible manner and- with the clearest possible 
conviction. It is the very essence, the very centre of 
the whole movement. 

But how to create a psychological revolution ? 
How to bring about an entire reversal of Indian 
sentiment from dependence to independence? How 
to gC;t rid of the inveterate fear of the Englishman 
among the common people ? How to create among 
the masses .. the notion that it was shameful to assist 
the foreigner in maintaininghisdomination ?''-These 
were the questions that haunted me for yt:ars. 
afkr I had once for all n:alised how deep the iron 

% 
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of subjection had entered into the s'oul of India. I 
hoped against hope, year after year, that the 
mentality of India would change, but until a short 
time ago I confess that there was little to give me 
confidence. 

I dislike~ from the very first the pretentious and 
bombastic pronouncement of August, 1917, which 
arrogated to the British Parliament the right to judge' 
the time and manner of each advance towards full 
responsible government. Thi& pronouncement was 
vitiated again by the fact that India was permanently 
to remain an integral part of the British Empire. As 
the President of the Nagpur Congres3 rightly observed, 
" this kind of thing is nothing short of a pretension 
to a divine right to absolute rule over India". So 
then, I felt that there was but little hope of India's 
independence of soul being built up on this govern· 
mental basis. 

Further more, the camouflage of equal seats for 
India, along with Australia, etc., on the Imperial 
Conference, and on the League of Nations, was too 
thin to deceive anybody. The one instance of Sir 
Arthur Hirtzel, of the India Office, signing the 
preliminary draft of the Treaty of Sevres, on behalf 
of the Indian Nation, is sufficient to show the depth 
of humiliation to '\vaich India has sunk under British 
rule awing to such hypocrisies. 

Again, in spite of Australian ' white race' poli
cies, South African Ind~n ghettos, and every other 
Indian racial degradation within the British Empire, 
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according to this governmental theory of progress 
Indians are forced to remain in the Empire as an 
integral part of the Empire, whether they wish Jt 
or not. 

. So then, in the atmosphere of August Procla
mations, Reform Councils, Imperial Conferences and 
Esher Reports, I have had none of my doubts 
answered. These things only appear to me to prolong 
indd1nitely the dependence of India upon Great 
Britain. Indeed, they seem deliberately intended to 
do so. No. No. Along this path, which has been 
tried, generation after generation, along this pathway 
of Reform Councils,-which 'is strewn with Procla
mations and promises unfulfilled,-there appears to me 
to be but little hope of final deliverance. lndepel}o 
dence will be undermined as often as it is built up. 

On the other hand, I come back from this 
method of doubtful evolution to the more incisive 
mt.:thod of Mahatma Gandhi. I can see that he cuts 
at the very root of the disease. He is like a surgeon 
performing an operation. rather than a physician 
administe:ring soothing drugs. And, as his surgeon's 
knife cuts deep, we can see at once the recovery of 
the patient beginning to take place-the recovery of 
sclf.respect and manhood and independence. S;:eley's 
own words ar(! coming true at last. It is being 
realis(!d by the Indian people, that "it is shamtful t<> 
assist the foreigner in maintaining his domination.' 



India and the Empire. 

I 
A FTER many varied experiences· in the British 
~ Colonies, while attempting to claim equality 
of status for Indians and to represent the Indian 
position of racial equality before my own countrymen, 
I have been carried forward almost imperceptibly, 
step by step, to the conclusion, that tbe goal of Indian 
freedom lies outside the British Empire. To arrive 
at such a conclusion has been no easy thing for me. 
It has represented the complete transformation of 

I 

the thoughts and hopes of my early days,-the hopes, 
with which I came out to India itself, nearly eighteen 
years ago. 

No one could have set out from England with 
higher expectations than I did. My inherited tradition 
with regard to the British Rule was a high one. My 
father bdonged to the old conservative school in 
politics, which regarded the British Empire establish
ed abroad as almost divine in its foundation, and 
as likely to lead, through righteous administration, to 
the relief of the mi3eries and evils of the world. The 
unity of the :British Empire was a sovereign thought 

·with him: he would have died for it. British Rule 
in India was regarded by him as a sacred trust given 
to England by God Himself. He used tG tell me 
with glowing enthusiasm how nobly England had 
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fulfilled that trust, ·and what benefits had been 
conferred thereby on India itself. Therefore, although 
I came out to India originally as a missionary, yet, 
at the same time, there was always the idea present 
at the back of my mind, that India was, as my father 
had taught me, a sacred trust committed into the 
hands of Englishmen, and that, by the fulfilment of 
that trust, Great Britain would stand or fall. I 
know that there seems something patronising and 
even Pharisaical about such a position. I can feel 
it now acutely. But I can assure my readers that 
my father was no Pharisee. His heart was full of 
love for all mankind. He inherited a tradition in these 
matters,-just as. I did originally myself. Even at 
this later date, I would say frankly, that I am thank .. 
ful for my father's teaching which remains still deep 
in my mind and heart. But I now read it in the 
terms of Indian Independence •. 

While this was my actual upbringing, my own 
txperience since during many long and arduous 
journeys bas convinced me that the Colonial Empire 
of Great Britain is entirely different from that which 
my fatber imagined it to be. It believes strongly in 
• White• race domination. Such a dominance of one 
race over all others is by no means a sacred trust 
from God: it is rather a sordid commercial conquest 
and exploitation, in which process the • \Vhite' race 
prejudice forms an important and integral part. Again 
and again, I ha\'e betn buoyed up with ardent hopes 
that this lowtr side was a passing phase : that it 
would die ou.t, as the higher culture came in. But 1 
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have watched, at close quarters, the rigid determin
ation of Englishmen to create at all costs, a • White .. 
dominion, from which coloured races shall be, as fat 
as possible, excluded. I have seen how this deter· 
mined effort has been based on the law of self-preser
vation, and bow it bas become inseparably mingled 
with the clam9rous demand for the protection of the 
• 'White' women. I have watched how this sentiment 
bas gone far beyond the Colonial Empire of Great 
Britain, and has led to the increasing brutality of 
Negro persecution in the United States of America. 
This' White' race religion, as I have often called it, 
has thus appeared to me, during my travels, to have 
become an incorrigible passion of the. lower Anglo
Saxon mind, having all the fanaticism of a baser cult. 
I have seen it spreading its infection like some poison· 
ous disease or some noxious weed. 

Now, I know for certain that the British Colonial 
will not allow the Indian to be near him on terms 
of racial equality, except where the Indians are so 
few in their numbers that for all practical purposes, 
they do not count at all. To show bow overwhelm
ingly strong this fixed determination of 'White' race 
domination is, I will make an acknowledgment. I 
have found myseU again and again, when in despair 
cf the argument of justice and equality, pleading 
with my own fellow-countrymen on the ground of 
mere expediency. "You have stopped all immi
gration" I have said to them," you can not possibly 
be swamped by India's coming in. Can you not 
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treat decently the small number of domiciled Indians, 
who will remain in your country ?'.' To such low 
le,·els of appeal have I found myself reduced in those 
parts of the British Empire which have stopped 
all Indian immigration. No other arguments were 
possible. 

This has happened so many times, that I have· 
become sick and tired at heart, and now at last, 
since the conviction of the futility of the British 
Empire, as it now exists, has been brought home to 
me; since I can see no prospects within it except that 
of greater and greAter exploitation of other races by 
the Anglo· Saxon; since it appears to me that this 
accumulation of racial arrogance must someday 
e . .;plode in a world-wide, terrible disaster-! have felt 
that the time has fully come and indeed is overdue, 
when it is necessary to stand out against this trend 
of events altogether. I do not wish, for one moment 
longer, either by word or deed, or even by silence, t() 

be a participator in a ' White' race supremacy, which 
from the bottom of my heart I detest. 

I am aware that the idea of complete Indian 
Independence is still regarded with suspicion, even by 
Indians themsdves. The outlook is too adventur
ous for them: it takes their breath away, just as a 
boy, who is a weak swimmer, stands shivering on the 
bank before plunging in. Also there is a certain 
almost physical fear about ' sedition.' The fact is 
not realised, that the Great European War has altered 
the meaning of the word • sedition' in almost every 
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country in the world. It is wholly legitimate to-day 
to regard the foreign sovereignty of the United States 
over the Philippine Islands as temporary and the ... 
British Protectorate over Egypt as temporary. What 
logical distinction is there between these instances 
and that of India ? 

To me,. personally, it has been almost an in
explicable phenomenon to find in India so deeply 
rooted this obsession of the mind, that, whatever 
may be happening in other countries, the British 
Rule in India is permanent. I have found it among 
devoted Indian patriots, and I deeply respect it where 
I find it; but I confess I cannot understand it, 

It is quite true that • Independence' is no new 
word or new idea. It was set forward, with the 
utmost bravery, in Bengal, many years ago. A band 
of revolutionary enthusiasts went joyf'11ly even to 
death, confident that some day their dream of Indian 
independence would be realised. 'Their methods were 
often those of violence and the movement was sup
pressed. It was followed afterwards Ly a lesser and 
weaker claim for Home Rule under the protecting 
shield of the British Empire. This Jesser claim for a 
long time held the field in politics. But it was never 
satisfactory. The truth is that even though, in out
ward speech, this final act of severance from the 
British Empire has not been prominently mentioned, 
the future is altogether on its side. If the present 
trend of events continues, it is likely to meet, sooner 

Clr later, with an almost universal acceptance just as. 
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the same claim for independence in- the Phillippines 
.and in Egypt has now such a stronghold of t.he 
popular imagination in those countries, that it has 
the whole body of Philippines and Egyptians behind 
it. The world forcd are moving that way. It is 
impossible for India herself to lag behind .. 

The immediate practical reason for my publishing 
these articles is, that I am about to take another 
journey abroad to the British Colonies ; • and I do not 
wish to sEt out under false colours. But far deeper 
than this is the reason I have already mentioned. I 
wish to stand out, with all my might and main, 
against this detestable religion of the supremacy of 
the • White ' race to which I referred above. 

In spite of all the smooth and pleasing speeches 
at the Imperial Conference in London, last July, this 
frank rejection of racial equality, this' White 1 race 
dominion, is being sedulously preached in nearly every 
piirt of the British Colonial Empire. The news
paptrs from New Zealand, South Africa, East 
Africa nach me regularly. It has been a bitter 
commentary on Imperial aftairs at London to find 
that, even at the very same moment that compli· 
mentary speeches about India were being made by 
the Colonial Premiers at Oxford, Glasgow and Man· 
chester and other parts of the United Kingdom, even 
at the very time also that General Smuts was 
attempting to settle the Irish question on the basis of 
racial equality, at that moment the absolute domio-

• :Ur. Aoarewalefi for Eaat Africa e&r)J in October 192L 
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ation of the White race was being insisted on at 
unanimous public meetings in East Africa, and a new 
Immigration -.Act of the most humiliating character 
was being put into force in New Zealand, as the 
result of anti-Asiatic campaign, on account of the 
arrival of a few more Indians than had been expected. 

For the sake of clearness, I would here repeat in 
a somewhat different form the facts I have already 
given, for they cannot be too well known and 
understood. The experiences, which I have gathered 
at first-hand in the Colonies and Dominions, have 
convinced me that sooner or later the very presence 
of Indians is objected to by the Colonials themselves. 
The two exceptions are (I) where Indians come :n 
such small numbers as not to be noticed; (2) where 
Indians are brought over under some degrading form 

·of indenture as a supply of cheap and conveniently 
docile labour. 

There is, up to the present, absolutely no thought 
of equality. The very idea is resented by the average 
Colonial. In practically every Colony and Dominion,. 
the principle of the ruling White race pr~vails. It is 
a phrase which is constantly beard 'on the lips, and 
its .spirit is in men's hearts. That is the naked truth. 

I feel quite certain that, in after years, we shall 
all look back with wonder and ask ourselves in 
all bewildered manner such questions as these:
"How could we have ever any other thought in our 
mind about India but that of independence ? How 
could we have trifled with the idea of Horne Rule 
as a permanent ~oal and end? How could we ever 
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ha \'e regarded the British Empire as our real home?': 
llow could we ever have considered it a worthy aim 
to continue for all time as an integral part of the 
Anglo-Saxon dominion ?" 

In the days that are rapidly approaching, .we 
shall be surprised and shocked that we could have 
acquiesced so long in the absurdly fanciful idea, that a 
people in Southern Asia with a cultured past of its 
own and an ancient civilisation, whose numbers were 
nearly 32o,ooo,ooo souls, could ever by its own choice 
be permanently bound to an island in the North Sea' 
for its protection. Historians, at some future date, 
may possibly tell my story how leading Indians, in 
their despair of conditions at home, were actually 
hugging the chains that fastened them to the British 
Empire ; how they took pride in the fad that they 
were British subjects and • British citizens'. Historians 
will state truthfully that these things were happening 
at that very time when Indians were being treated 
like helots and out-castes in South Africa ; when the 
last shreds of Stlf-respect were being stripped off from 
domiciled Indians in Natal; when Europeans in East 
Africa were using threats of \'iolence to prevent 
Indians from retaining land rights in the highlands of 
Kenya Colony. It will surdy appear inconceivable 
to such historians that Indians would have sunk so 
low in character as to boast, even in such ways as 
these. of the fact that they were 'British.' 

Now, at last, however late in the' day, this 
Hranse hypnotic spell has been broken. The sense 



28 THE INDIAN PROBLEM 

of dignity of the Indian name, which had almost 
been lost under the British dominion, has been 
recovered. 'The immediate response to the call, 
which .Mahatma Gandhi has made to the masses 
of the people of India, has been remarkable. It has 
shown how deep the latent feeling was in the heart 
of the people, if only the heart could be touched. · 

The political steps by which independence may 
·be reached are not in my province to discuss. The 
spiritual issues are uppermost in my own mind, and 
with these I shall deal at length. My object will be 
to show clearly, that, for. the fulness of Indian per· 
sonality, independence is the only goal. .My aim will 
be to convince my readers that to remain permanently 
tied to Great Britain is contrary to the true nature of 
Indian culture, however valuable a temporary connec· 
tion may have been. 

What I am now giving to the Press is no hastily 
:formed judgment, due to the excitement of the times in 
which we live. Every one of the conclusions, which 
lollow, was formed many years ago and this manu
script has been kept for nearly a year before publica
tion in order to give ample time for revision. It is 
my great hope that there will be no single word that 
will arouse racial bitterness, for the appeal will be to 
reason and to reason alone. 

II 
I would wish to make it plain to my reade.rs 

once more that it is not the political, but the moral 
and spiritual side of this great issue of Indian 
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inc!ependence which interests me most deeply. There· 
is no programme I can offer as to the method by
which Ia.dependence may be reached. The practical 
difficulties will not come under discussion. The 
conclusion which I wish to make absolutely. clear is 
that Independence is the ultimate goal and none 
other. The reasons put forward may seem, here 
and there, to be sentimental rather than practical: 
but they go down to clear fundamental differences, 
which I shall endeavour to explain. 

All my life through, I have been a scholar_ and 
thinker and a reader of books,eager ind~ed at every turn 
to put thought to the test of action, but constitutionally 
unwilling and unable to take a lead in such action 
except on very rare occasions. Whenever such 
o.xasions have arisen, I have instinctively shrunk 
back as quickly as possible. because I hav~ felt the 
political life to be something apart from my own. It 
has seemC:d to me necessary to make this personal 
tXIJb.nation at the outset in order to fcrestall the 
question which immediately arises as to whether 
Indian Independence is really practical. This issue, 
1 Ita ve to the men of action to settle. The only 
quu;tion, which will be brought forward in these 
papers is whether independence is, or is not, the true 
goal. I am convinct:d that it is the true goal,-the 
only satisfying goal. The irresistiLle logic of tvents 
bad driven me to this conclusion. It involves, for me, 
the greater issue stil~ an issue as wide as buma.n.ity, 
the brtaking down of •white' race supremacy, which 
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1 hold to be the greatest menace on earth to-day and 
the most potent incentive, if not checked in time. It 
will be understood, therefore, at this early. state of 
the discussion, that the question is not one of politics, 
but of humanity. · 

On whichever side I look to-day, in considering 
the Indian ~uture, on the side of trade and com
merce; on the side of industry and labour ; on the 
side of social reforms, religious readjustment, domestic 
reconstruction; on the side of literature, art and 
music ; on whichever side I look, I can foresee the 
creative impulse more sustained, and the inward 
energy of the soul of the people more responsive, if 
independence could be postulated as the goal in front 
of us, rather than Home Rule. 

To say this, does not necessarily imply that the 
British connection with India in the past bas been an 
altogether unmixed evil, though I can conceive of no 
more shameful beginning to any rule than the 
organised plunder of India by the East India Com· 
pany in the Eighteenth Century. Yet, in spite of 
.these evil beginnings of British Rule and its failure 
over large areas of the life of Indian people to impress 
itself with any moral energy, I believe, with the late 
Mr. Gokbale, that this British connection has bad its 
place in Indian history in the inscrutable divine 
Providence. · 

· Just as, in the healing of some chronically diseased 
or infirm person, there is often the need of some 
drastic surgic?J operation, of some powerful shock, in 
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-order to restore a failing vitality, even so, it appears 
to me, it may have been necessary for India to 
receive the surgery of a foreign conduct and the 
shock of a foreign culture before she could hope to be 
cured of her disease or infirmity, 

To take a. striking parallel from European history 
which will bring home my meaning, the shock of the 
Islamic · conquest and civilisation which broke upon 
Western Europe, like a thunder stonn, at the time 
of the Dark Ages oL barbarism and ignorance, 
a wakening a strong· reaction, this shock was un· 
doubtedly painful to Christendom, but salutary. Yet 
we note that Europe as a whole went back to its 
own learning after the shock was over, even in those 
lands which had been physically conquered for many 
centuries by the Arabs and the Moors. Europe bas 
been richer, not poorer, on the one hand for the shock 
received, and on the other hand for the subsequent 
independence. ., 

In a parallel way, the shock of the Anglo-Saxon 
civilisation came upon India io what may be cal1ed, 
in general terms, India's Dark Ages of the Eighteenth 
Century, amid the decay of the Moghul power and 
the internal anarchy which followed. Even though 
this shock carne, accompanied by all the evils of 
foreign exploitation, yet it may, in the end, have been 
salutary in its ultimate effect, if the reaction 
follows. 

Certainly Bengal, with its one supremely great 
£gure of Raja Ram Mohan Roy. standlog an the v~;;ry 
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threshold of the change, did react in a remarkable· 
degree to the stimulus of the foreigner. It aroused 
itself thereby from torpor and decay. Historians 
of modern India have not been wrong in attributing 
this renaissance in Bengal, in the first instance, to 
this tremendous impact from the West. One may 
heartily agree with all that I have stated and call it, 
along with Mr~ Gokhale, providential; but to prolong 
the shock by endeavouring to keep India permanently 
within the British Empire, or to hypnotise the Indian 
people with smooth words against the idea of inde
pendence may be altogether harmful. For, to be an 
integral part and parcel of that Empire, bound up 
with it, cramped up within its boundaries, ever more 
and more assimilated to it, t:ver losing ·the energy of 
independent life, this fate will not be providential at 
all, but unnatural to the last degree. \Vhat WJuld 
have been the European verdict, if it had been said 
that Spain and Pt)rtugal under th~ Moors, might have 
received in the past Home Rule, but not independ
ence? \Vould Home Rule within the Moorish 
Empire ha Ye been sufficient freedom ? \Vould the 
blessings of Arab civilisation, great as they were, have 
been sufficient compensation for Spain and Portugal's 
own indigenous culture ? We admire, it is true, the 
l.!oorish architecture, which has survived, but the 
world would be poorer '\Vithout the immortal •• Don 
Quixote". 

In the European ~Iiddle Ages there was a 
striking phrase, describing anything which brou0ht 
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stagnation upon the future,-it was called the 11 mort· 
main" the dead hand. I have already seen the dead 
hand of an essentially foreign rule, such as the British 
rule in India must always be, laid upon many things 
in Indian life that were vitally precious. Art, music, 
pOEtry, architecture may, for a time, it is true, be 
quickened into activity by the impact of a foreign 
culture; but the 1 dead hand ' inevitably creeps 
fon~ard, if the impact is prolonged. This is really 
what has happened on an immensely exte~ded scale 
with education in India-that education which often 
goes by the name of Anglo· Vernacular. The name 
itself is revealing. 

The same effect may be seen, as I hope to show 
later, upon the agricultural life of the villages of 
India. Changes which brought the shock of novelty 
have also brought the shock of destructioa; and again, 
in this instance, we can see the deadening touch of 
that interference-it pained me intensely to see the 
deadening touch of that interference-interference 
which is essentially foreign and unmeaning upon 
rr.any beautiful and natural village customs, without 
anything good being given to replace that which 
has been taken away. 

To bring this illustration to a close, I am eagerly 
longing to see this 'dead hand' removed from India 
altoge-ther and the country once more entirely free 
and independent. I long to see India's own healthy 
and vigorous and normal life begin again, without 
any further stimulus or shock. I am quite certain 

3 
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that surgical operations, performed by the rough' 
instrument of foreign British rule, are no longer 
necessary. The new current of indigenous life in 
India is running strong. It has its own direction. 
To apply surgery, or medicines, or electric shocks 
from the outside, would be altogether unwholesome 
and even dangerous. It would only lead to disaster. 

Now, the freedom must be absolute, the inde
pt:ndence must be complete. There should be no 
mere half-way house; no remaining indolently in 
that intermed1ate state, in which all great issut:s 
become confused and the currents of life grow slug· 
gish. The spell of weak dependence and languid 
indifference must be cast off. Freedom rests ulti. 
mately in the mind. No less a goal than independ
tnce can give fxeedom to the heart of India which 
she so passioutely desires. 

III 

What first riveted my attention, as a student, 
when I came to India and studied the educational 
problem, was the ultimate inconceivability, in abstract 
thought, of a rapidly increasing multitude of people, 
which now numbers 3 2o,ooo,ooo souls, and has already 
an advanced civilisation of its own, ever becoming .... 
nnally and completely assimilated to the thoughts 
and temperament of a much smaller group cf peoplr:: 
in the Xorth S~a. who differed from Indians in 
climate, language, race, religion, culture, and domest:c 
life. India which is in itself a sub-continent. selfw 
ccntaintd and ~elf·corr.p!ete. could not possibly ~ 
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treated merely as an appendage of an Anglo-Saxon 
Empire. 

To put this thought in other words, Indian 
civilisation, which has been almost continuously 
productive and fertile in men of religious genius, men 
of intellectual vision, men of artistic creative power, 
could never, by any stretch of imagination, be 
accommodated perl}3anently to meet the ways and 
means and ends of Anglo-Saxon expansion. India 
must pursue a path, a destiny, of her own. Anglo
Saxon advance might be salutary in the vast, vacant 
spaces of Australia, South Africa and North America. 
But it would be far from salutary, if it penetrated 
indefinitely the densely crowded regions of Southern 
and Eastern Asia. ' The time had come to say to 
this Anglo-Saxon land-hunger, "Hands off! " 

~o! The more this thought became tenant of 
my mind while I lived and worked in India, the more 
it 5L:ttkd there and would not leave me. All the 
time that I was wrestling with this problem, the 
bet was indisputable to me that' within the Empire' 
lliuSt mean some kind of subordination to the centra~ 
idt~,l of the Empire. It meant a permanent outlook 
tow.ards Dritish ends and a tendency to sacrifice the 
id~.:J.ls cJ ItldiJ. berstlf, to British aims. However 
much tlie prospect of the future might be camouflaged 
in ordt:r to tone down too harsh a perspective, the 
Lt!timate goal, when the words 'within the Briti:ih 
Empirt.:' wc:re kept, would be a British goal, not an 
Indian goal. 
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Even though responsibility in H:lf;government 
might be given in full to Indians themselves, there 
would always remain this residuum of dependence, 
this outlook towards British ideals and British en&. 
Australia, Canada, Ne\V Zealand, might not fed thi.:; 
residuum of dependence as ' integral parts of 
the British Empire', because the people of those 
countries were kith and kin of the British 
people. But Indians were nothing of the kind. 
They were foreigners, and must . always rt:rr:a in 

foreigners, in the midst of an Empire of kinsmtn. 
If ' Blood is thicker than water •, then it wo~Jd 
follow that the blood relations would combine against 
the outsider, the foreigner. Indian Self-Government, 
on a Dominion basis, would not mean the same 
for India as it would mean for Australia and Canada. 
India would be outvoted on almost every vital issue. 

There was another fact which brought home to 
me this truth. The Dominions could truly call Great 
Britain their ' Mother Country'. They could all claim 
to be daughters in the .Mother's bouse. They could 
expect to be wtlcomed with home affection into tht: 
one family circle. But when these terms began to be 
applied to India, they were seen at once to be 

· ab::.-urdly unreal and impossible. 

For India herself bas been the Mother of civili. 
sa.tions. India in her age-long wisdom has bten a 
spiritual 'Mother' among the nations. India could 
ne11·er be regarded by Great Britain 33 a • daughtt;r'. 
The i~ea was too ludicrously absurd! 



INDIA AND THE EMPIRE 37 

An Empire, if it is to have a natural, human struc· 
ture, and not to be artificial and mechanical, must be 
an organic whole, like a body with its own living 
members, or a family with its own children. It 
cannot have an extra limb grafted on from the out· 
side: it cannot have a stranger in the house on the 
same footing as the children who are related to one 
another by blood. 

But I could find no such organic relation, no 
such intimate vital connection between India and 
England. Their histories were poles apart, and it 
had been an act of brute conquest merely, which had 
brought them originally together. I could believe 
that this act of conquest was providential, if it were 
temporary and for a special providential purpose, but 
I could not btlieve that it could ever force India to 
become an integral part of an Empire, which must 
always remain peculiarly and centrally British. 

Even in the mere matter of numbers, the odds 
were against any such permanent relation; for the 
Indian population was enormously greater than the 
British. According to Euclid, the greater may 
always contain the less. But here (so the thought 
presented itsdf to me) we were all engaged in trying 
to make the less include the greater. \Ve were 
making the ctntre of one-fifth of the whole population 
of the world permanently fixed at London. 

A very important illustration came to my mind 
from the Unittd States of America. \Vhere the Federal 
States, which now compose the United States. 
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were closely akin to one another by blood and tradi
tion, these were each in turn incorporated and became 
infegral parts of the American Republic. Thus Cali· 
fo~nia, Texas, and other new States formed with New 
York and Pennsyllvania and the older States, one 
integrally united Republic. Each state on incorpo· 
ration, sent its representative to the Central Council or 
Senate. But when an entirely foreign country, like 
the Philippines, came under the jurisdiction of the 
United States, the rulers of the Republic very wisely 
took no steps to make it an integral part of the United 
States Dominion. They regarded the conquest as 
temporary only and endeavoured to give it back its 
independence as soon as possible. India forms an 
almost exact analogy to the Philippines with regard 
to the British Commonwealth system. It ought to be 
given back its independence at the earliest possible 
moment. It ·should not be asked in the meantimt to 
send delegates to the Imperial Cabinet in London, 
because it is, and must always remain, a foreigner in 
relation to the British Commonwealth. 

I can well remember the very acute distress 
which I felt one day in Delhi, soon after my arrival 
in India, when I heard for the first time an English 
educated Indian saying to me, With an air of contempt 
for his own native country, ••The place is a beastly 
hole. I wish I were going home!" By •home' he 
meant England. This very able young Indian bad 
so become inured to English dress, even in India 
Hself, that he was welting, when I saw him, laven· 
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<fer-coloured gloves and a high starched collar in the 
llot ci:mate of Delhi in ApriL Denationalisation 
could not hare gone further. 

My whole soul revo!ted from the picture of such 
a denationalised existence. At first l felt a certain 
contemtJt. But, in a moment, my contempt had 
turned into pity. For bow inwardly wretched he was! 
What an o~tcaste! What a pariah ! 

And the pity of it all Jay just there that be had 
c1t himself off frorn his own kith and kin. He was 
Lke a tree plu::ked up by the roots. He had no soil 
in which to grow. He could never really make 
England 'home •, and he knew it and felt it. 

Only a few mo:nents had passed by in my 
presence, when he flamed forth with burning ind.igna· 
tion at so:ne bitter wrong he had received at the 
hands of Euro?eans. Yes, it was pity rather than 
contem?t th1t he needed! The whole thing was a 
tragedy; it was worse than physical dt:ath, with its 
few shxt moments of physical pain to be endured. For 
here was spiritual death,-the lifdong agony of a 
tQrtured so-.<1. 

Often and often, since then, I have pictured in 
my mind thlt tragic figure, with his lavender gloves 
and high S1.arched collar in the heat of mid· 
April in Ddhi. I have iiaid to myself, "Thi;; i;; 
false. It is an OJtrage on humanity ! There ii no truth 
in it. The sooner it is done away with and a healthy 
self-respt.~ting, natural Indian Lfe substitutt:d for it, 
the bttttd •• 



THE INDIAN PROBLEM 

Yet if India remains permanently incorporated 
within the British Empire, is there really any escape 
from such tragedies being multiplied as time goes on, 
a thousandfold? 

IV 

Up to this· point, I have tried to make clear 
that the immense area and population of India with 
its history and tradition so different from England, 
make the thoLJght of India ever becomin~ in reality 
u an integral part of. the British Empire" almost 
inconceivable. Furthermore, while Canada. and 
Australia and other dominions can truly look back to 
England as their own national home, it is quite 
impossible for India to do so. The retention, there· 
fore, of India within the British Empire, permanently 
and integrally, cannot possibly be for India's own 
sake. It must be for the selfish ag~randisement of 
the English race. This has really been the meaning 
of that phrase (which I have even heard Indians 
themselves quoting, as if with pride) that India was 
"the brightest jewel in the British Crown.'' This 
constantly repeated expression ought to bring a blush 
of shame to Indians instead of pride. For, in reality, 
while the Philippines are likely to obtain their inde
pendence after less than thirty years of a foreign rule 
by the United ~tates, more than 160 years have 
passed since the Battle of Plassey, and yet the goal of 
Independence is not even welcomed with any 
enthusiasm by a large number of Indians themselves. 
They would almost shiver at the thought 
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We have seen that, if India with its 32o,ooo,ooo 
people were to remain within the British Empire on 
tt:rm:; of perfect racial equality, then it would so 
out-balance every other portion of that Empire by its 
£beer Wtight of numbers that the Empire itself would 
ha ,.e to become predominantly Indian in its character, 
rather than a Briti:;h Empire. Its centre would, in 
course of time, gravitate to Calcutta, or some 
other Indian capital, rather than remain in London. 
But the Britis!l themselves would never for a moment 
consent to an 'In1ianising' of their Empire. As soon 
;,sever s•1ch an' Ind;anising' was likely to happen, the 
thLory of racial e·1uality would be given up, or at least 
i:Jc clwh:d over with all kinds of different disguises 
and subterfuges. Colonel Wedgwood may write 
about the Indo-British Commonwealth, adding the 
title' Indian' to the old word • British' but it is not 
the name that matters; it is a question of facts. 

\Ve are seeing the crude facts illu.strated at the 
present time in East Africa. The one simple reason 
why the British and Dutch in East Africa will never 
a.llow racial equality in that country ,-just as they 
have ntver allowed it in South Africa,-is because 
they are in the position of an aristocracy, which 
insists on kL'-tping its pow,er. India is only six 
days' journey from Momba:;a ; England is twenty 
days d:stant. E\'ery ytar the number of Indian 
S(;tt!.:rs is increasing. Tbertfore, the • White ' settlers 
ue crying out for a • White' East Africa, as they 
ftt.l tht:msdves outnumbered. There can be little 
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doubt that they will have full sympathy from the 
other provinces in Africa where the English rule. 
The • \Vhite • settlers would rather leave the country 
altogether than submit to live side by side on equal 

'terms with Indians whom they despise. 

· It is sometimes asserted that this ' White 1 race 
supremacy has become kss arrogant and insistent 
since the Great European War. I wish I could see 
signs of this. What I have observed with my own 
eyes is exactly the reverse, In Africa, at least, the 
spirit of ' White 1 race bas grown more arrogant, not 
less. There is no lesson of the War, which has been 
more neglected and despised by the Anglo-Saxon race. 
than that of respect for the non·European races of 
mankind. Wherever I have travelled, I have noticed 
what I can only call a stiffening and hardening of 
the barriers which separate the ' \\'bite' race from 
all other races. An even more striking illustration of 
this may be given from parts which I have not 
visited. For the most sober papers in the Cnited 
States continually regret the recrudescence of lynch 
law, and fanaticism against the coloured people since 
the time of the Great \V ar. 

\Vhile I have been trying to work OLlt this 
problem of racial arrogance, and to find some solLJtion, 
I have studied the history of other countries, which 
ha. ve suffered the same fa.te as India, and have lost 
for a time their freedom. The picture, which history 
gives, is not a bright one. It shows, unmistakably, 
what a moral and spiritual thing political freedom is. 
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Even the Roman Empire,, ich gave full citizenship 
I l' at last to non-Romans, couL not prevent the dec me 

and decay of the conquc:.red countries. The" Roman 
Peace " led directly to stagnation. 

!~!any years ago in Delhi, soon after I had come 
out to India, I was startled by the following sentence 
in Seeley's " Expansion of England" :-•' Subjection 
for a long time to a foreign yoke is one of the most 
potent causes of national deterioration." At first, I 
tried hard to find exceptions. But the more I thought 
over the historical facts, the more true I found the 
statement. I believe, that it was true, in India, 
concerning the Moghal Empire just as to-day it is 
proving true about the British Empire. 

J would again point out, that this does not mean 
that foreign conquest is always immediately a disaster. 
The reign of Akbar was an untold blessing to India. 
The rule of the United States in the Philippines has 
been unquestionably a blessing in modern times. But, 
to prolong a foreign rule appears invariably to lead 
to di:>aster. And the whole contrO\'Crsy with England 
and the present time is, that its rule in India has 
lasted too long. 

I need not dwell upon. the different evils that 
are certain to arise, when subjection has eaten into 
the soul of the people. They are only too well· 
known. There is a slow undermining of the very 
foundations of truth and honesty and fearlessness of 
character. This is caused by the fear implanted by 
the foreign rule and its arbitrary punishments and 
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rewards. Everything is to oe gained by facile 
accommodation and flattery. Perhaps it would be 
true to say that all educated Indians have felt deep 
down in their own characters these vicious effects of 
foreign rule upon the truthfulness of their own lives. 
No material benefits can compensate for such losses 
in the inward iife. Even the somewhat exaggerated 
expression of courage and plain speaking, that is 
now so often met with in the younger generation, has 
something strained about it. It is hardly yet the 
simple natural courage of the man, who has been 
free from his very birth and has known nothing else 
but freedom. 

The more I studied Sir John Seeley's sentence, 
and then recapitulated to myself the facts of my 
own experience in India and the Colonies, the more 
clearly I saw that foreign rule does actually lead to 
the subservient mind, and only the very few, who 
are able to ·rise above outward circumstances by the 
inner power of the Spirit, can remain untarnished by 
its evils. This is a final fact of experience. It is true 
of the average man. 

However much,' therefore, ,. Home Rule within 
the British Empire'' might be substituted for the 
present despotic power of the Viceroy and Council, I 
was quite certain, as an Englishman,-knowing my 
countrymen as no Indian could possibly understand 
them,-that there would always be some residuum of 
subjection in India's position ; some remaining mark 
d dependence; some patronage from the Imperial 
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centre ; something wholly foreign, and not Indian at. 
all. And such dependence and patronage, however 
disguised and kept out of sight, would perpetually· 
lead to that national deterioration, which Seeley has· 
described. 

I could not bear the thought of this. Often and 
oftm, in the silence of the night, I have pondered 
dc:eply over Christ's words: "\Vhatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, even so do unto them; 
for this is the Law of the Prophets". · 

Whik I have meditated, I have said to myself 
.!0.,.in and again, in r,ilence,-" How can you, an 
Eo~lishman, who love your own freedom and inde
pt:ndence, as an Englishman, refuse to allow the very 
s::tme fretdcun and the very same independence to 
every Indian?" 

I bad no answer to that question, except to 
acknowledge the truth it contained. If this independ
tnce, which is every Englishman's birthright, bad 
made my own life free and fearless, what right had 
I to enslave others? No! By every sacred precept 
of my own Christian religion, I was bound to strive 
~rd.::ntly for the removal of every hindrance, which 
should stand in the way of those Indians among 
whom I was living, my friends and companions and 
brothers. I ought to prevent them from being 
dtprived of that precious gift of freedom and 
karlessnLss, which I mysdf had enjoyed as my own 
St:cond nature and age-long inheritance as an English
man. 
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Thus in times of quiet thought, when all was 
still and silent around me, the iron of India's subjec
t\on,-a subjection which did not begin with British 
domination, I thought it had become accentuated 
thereby,-entered into my own soul, and I longed to 
receive strength never to add to it by any act of my 
own, but rather, night and day, to strive to remove it. 

It was in very early days, while these thoughts 
were present with me, that there came one of those 

. sudden revelations of the truth, which are given like 
a flash from time to time. There had been, in the 
year I 907 at Aligarh, d dispute between the students 
and the European staff. This had led to extreme 
bitterness. Then, a sudden action on the part of the 
European Principal had provoked a college strike. 
The students refused to go back until their wrongs 
were righted. Early one morning at Delhi, .Maulvi 
Nazir Ahmed and 1\Iunshi Zaka Ullah, whom 1 
revered most deeply for their singular beauty of 
character, carne to me, with tears in their eyes, to tell 
me that the Muhammadan An~Io-Oriental College at 
Aligarh, which was the one darling trea5'Jre of their 
hearts in their old age, was on the point of ruin. 
They asked me to come \vith them to Aligarh irsdf. 
\Ve went together and I could feel, without a w:.>rd 
bting said, the Olltrage:d spirit of the sL!d.::nts, their 
.r.:::sentmc:nt, their sense cf ht1miEation, their fctlitgs 
of inj1.!stice. During that very night when we wtre 
pn.ser.t at Aligarh, it flamed forth in a literal Jeed. 
For the insulted student.5 burnt their college turniture, 
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their beds and mattresses, their tables and books. 
The flames mounted to the skies. They were a 
symbol of the students' own flaming indignation. 
After the strike was all over, and the students had 
gone back, and the disturbance was at an end, I asked 
from Maulvi Nazir Ahmed, what words of advice he 
had spoken to the students. He told me, that he 
had said to them as follows: -

·"You are slaves. \Vhat can slaves do? Get 
back to your books and work. You are not free men, 
but slaves." 

These terrible words of the Maulvi Sahib, whom 
I passionately loved, haunted me like an evil dream. 
Was that all the counsel he was able to give these 
young men at the very opening of their lives? \Vas 
that in very truth these students' true position? Were 
thcy slaves? The more I thought over it, the more 
I found that the words of the Maulvi Sahib bad truth 
in them. This foreign subjection was a servitude of 
the soul, more insidious perhaps than any outward 
!>lav~.ry, and none the less literally true. However 
much it might be disguised by a pleasing exterior, 
the true fact remained. If anyone of these brilliant 
young students went to other parts of the British 
EmjJirt, they would not be allowed to land. And 
ev~:n hue in India, they must flatter and fawn aod 
blg for favours if they would get office. 

I went ovt:r and over again in my mind Sir John 
St:cley's muim which I bad just discovered, "Sub
jt.:ction for a long time to a foreign yoke is one of the 
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'most potent causes of national deterioration." The 
words "for a long time" stuck in my own mind. I 
said to myself, "This clearly must not go on any 
longer. For alr€ady, the period since the English 
came, as foreign rulers, is far too long a time for a 
country like India to be subject to a foreign power. 
Added to that, there have also been centuries of 
foreign subjection before the British advent. This 
period of subjection must be ended." It was not 
long after this, that the central thought of Indian 
Independence became firmly established in my mind. 
I have tested it since by a hundred experiences abroad 
but it has stood the te~t. 

It is true, that, since the days when the Maul vi 
Sahib gave his advice to those Aligarh students, 
great strides have been taken in the direction of the 
Indian Home Rule. Events, that no one at that 
time believed to be possible, have happened in a single 
year. But the fact remains, nevertheless, that over a 
large area of the Indian population, the subservient 
mind continues. For my own part, I can see no 
practical end to it, as long as India remains merely 
that, which the Augu:;t Proclamation of 1917 declares 
it to be, namely, "an integral part of the British 
Empire". 

v 
I have given in my last article a story relating 

an event, which happened in my own life, and 
brought home to me with terrible force the true fact.3 
concerning India's yoke under a foreign rule. An· 
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other event happened shortly afterwards which drove 
still deeper into my heart the iron wound of this 
subjection and made me understand its meaning, 
even more unmistakably than I had done hitherto. 
I was at Allahabad, in the year 1go8, and I had 
already made there many friends among leading 
barristers and pleaders. Late one evening, we were 
seated talking together. about the condition of the 
country. When it was past midnight, and the talk 
had gone forward with the utmost freedom, one of 
my friends (who is now dead) said to me ; " All of us 
here are obliged to meet every day, officially, the 
Government officers who are Englishmen. \Ve 
cannot speak to them openly. \Ve have to say one 
thing to them, and another thing among ourselves.'' 
I was startled and shocked at his statement and said 
til him, u Do you mean to say this goes on all day 
long? ' He replied, " Yes, all day long and every' 
day of our lives," The rest of those who were 
present corroborated his words. They told me that 
such a double life was inevitable, under foreign rule. 
unl.::ss a man was a saint, or a "mahatma ... 

One further instance, of a different kind, occurred 
not long aftu, which opened my eyes still further. 
I was coming one day through the Kashmere Gate, 
when one of our College professors, who was a brave 
and good man, mtt me in a state of great indignation 
at a crud wrong he had just witnessed. On the 
College cricket ground, which was close at hand, a 
brutal policeman had assaulted a sweet-meat seller, 

' 
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and when this Professor had protested the policeman 
had summoned two other policemen to his aid, who 
happened to be passing by, and the three of them 
together had kicked with their heavy boots the sweet
meat seller, while he was lying on the ground. They 
had also assaulted my friend himself. I asked my 
friend who was still in a white heat of indignation, 
to come with me at once to the Deputy Commissioner 
and report the matter. But he refused. . The 
police, he said, were part of the foreign system, 
and they were also a close corporation protected by 
the foreign Government. He might be able, with my 
help, to get justice in this case, but he would be a 
marked man in the future. And as sure as night 
followed day, some charge would be brought up 
against them, in order to take revenge ; and the 
foreign Government would never throw o"ver their 
own underlings by means of whom• they kept their 
power and control. 

"Mr. Andrews," he said to me, ''you ina:r think me a 
coward, but you, as an Enslishman, have no idea what this 
police ays\em under a foreign Government means to Indians. 
The police loot the people rigM and left ~ith absolute 
impunity. They take to themselves all the power, which is in 
the hands of the English. and then abuse it. And every 
subordinate Government official, under this rule, doea the 
same.•• -

My next line of thought, in this matter of a 
permanent remaining within the British Empire, Wa3 
in a different direction. I began to see, as a foreignt:r, 
in a foreign country, what a predominant part 
geography and climate play in fashio~ing national 
life. While I firmly btlieve that human nature is the 
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same all the world over, and that isolated individuals, 
by spiritual conquest, can acclimatise taemselves to 
any surroundings, I can also see that this unnatural 
effort is not required by God from whole peoples. 
They can best fulfil their own place in the divine 
Providence and order of the world by remaining true 
to their highest nature in their own climatic surround
ings, eliminating more and more the passions of the 
brute. They are not called upon to go outside their 
nature. They are meant by God to correspond 
naturally and simply to the climate and soil from 
whence they sprang, just as a flower grows best in its 
own congenial soil. 

Yet, if India were indefinitely within the British 
Empire, as an integral part of its structure, the result 
ine,·itably would be, that the whole system and 
climate {as it were) of life, which was temperament
ally suited to the Briton in his cold, sunless Northern 
Islands, would be imposed, in a greater or lesser 
degree, upon the Indian, who lives for his whole lift! 
within the bdt of the world's greatest heat and under 
its most powerful sunshine. This would surely 
kad more and more to a distinct warping and 
d:storting of both the Indian character itself, and also 
of the Indian system and manners of life. 

\V e can easily se-e, even to·d1y, how restless o.nd 
J.:ssatisfit:d mod.:.:rn edUCi;lted Indians have often 
b<:comc on account of Engli;;h acclimatisations in 
th<.:ir cl~e; howt:ver, there is reason for thi;;, because, 
\Vith those who enter the larger world of mc:n and 
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things a certain amount of accommodation may be 
necessary. But it would be fatally unnatural if this 
artificially lcquired temperament of accommodation 
penetrated the masses of the Indian population, who 
never have any need to change their habits to meet 
changes of environment. For the very beauty of 
their village lives, as they are lived at present, lies in 
the fact that they are so intimately close to Nature 
and in harmony with thdr surroundings. Their life 
bas found its unity. It would be fatally useless for 
them to adopt all kinds of strange western habits, 
utterly unsuited to the environment, merely because 
of the facile imitation of a Subservient race, Which tri(;S 
to copy its rulers even in things that are injurious.~ 

Thus, it will be seen, from what I have written 
very briefly and imperfectly, how this question of 
climate and environment made me feel more and 
more clearly everyday the unnaturalness :of the 
British rule if it would be regarded as a permanent 
factor in Indian life. The first stimulating effect of 
contact with a new civilisation would soon pass away 
and the inevitable reaction would be sure to follow, 
if the same shock from outside were still further 
applied. Indian life would be, more and more, 
for-ced into artificial ways. Just as a man is utterly 
uncomfortable' if he bas to be dressed up in hot, 
unsuitable, tied and badly fitting clothes; just as he 
then finds himself perspiring and longing to throw off 
the tied dress and to clothe himself in simple garments, 
even so the people of India are restless and uncom· 
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fortable by adopting new foreign habits, and the 
situation would at last become intolerable. 

I can give an example of this from my own 
experience. While living among the boys at Shanti
niketan, it has been a great comfort to me lo wear 
the simple loose Indian dress which is exactly suited 
to the climate. I have got so used to this that it has 
become a second nature to me to wear it. I can 
highly describe the discomfort of being obliged to 
change this dress, and to put on the tight-~tting 
Engli.;h dress when I go to visit Europeans in 
Calcutta who would be shocked if I appear before 
them in an Indian dress. 

The truth is that the whole British system with 
its cast-iron method has been imposed upon India in 
the world of politics. This pressure of foreign 
habits goes much further than the sphere of govern•. 
ment with such a people as the Indian people, who 
are so easily moved by external forces. Every market. 
shows the useless foreign articles offered for sale. One 
can see it also in the houses themselves where hideous 
oleograpbs of vulgar European art often bedeck the 
walls. In the mansions of the great in India the 
taste is even more glaringly distasteful. Furniture of 
an utterly useless type crowds the rooms, covered 
perpetually in baize cloth and making the whole 
house stuffy and full of dust. The sense of coolness 
which comes from a room where furniture is reduced 
to a minimun, is altogether lost. It is impossible to 
~t::Scribe the utter waste of money in such houses, and 
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also the miserabl~ vulgarity of the effect. I have said 
to myself, again and again, that this foreign rule bas 
become like the old man in the Arabian Nights, 
clinging round Sindbad the Sailor's neck and dragging 
him down to destruction. There is still time to throw 
off the evil. But the need for independence has 
become day ·by day more pressing and imperative. 

The question of environment and climate leads 
on, by an obvious sequence of thought, to the far 
more fundamental question of the education of the 
young. This has been my own special interest both 
in England and in India. Coming out fr.om England 
oearly eighteen years ago where education and en
vironment had become in a great measure one organic 
whole, especially in the older public schools and in 
the univer!.'ities,-it was an almost intolerable burden 
to me to find out by painful:experience what an utterly 
· unassimilated thing the foreign 'English' education in 
India was, and how the foreign rule itself was using 
the sacred cause of education as a propaganda of the 
glories and excellencies of British Rule My own 
experience in St. Stephen's College, Delhi, revealed 
to me the fact that a foreign government, such as 
the British Government in India, cares very little 
indeed for education itstlf, as a search for truth, as a 
training of inner character, as an end rather than as 
a means. The foreign government inevitably gra \i· 
tates towards making the education of the young a 
tool and an instrument for advancing its owo 
politics even at the upense of truth. 
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Soon after my arrival in India, when once my 

radical views bad become known, an amusing 
experience of Government intervention in strictly 
educational matters for its own political ends occur· 
rt-d to me. I will relate it in order to illustrate my 
point. While I was engaged in teaching in the 
Punjab Cniversity; the Vice-Chancellor expressed te> 
me his great desire that I should become a member of 
the Syndicate. I had some knowledge of the 
method of conducting "Honours" courses, while 
teaching at Cambridge, before coming out to the 
Punjab; the Vice-Chancellor, therefore, wished me to 
help him in starting u Honours" courses for the B. A., 
in the Punjab University. Nevertheless, though he 
put my name forward again and again, the Lieutenant
Governor always refused to nominate me as a Fellow 
because of my radical opinions; yet I could not be 
t.:ltcted to the Syndicate, until I had been made a 
Ftllow. Therefore, I could do no useful work such 
as the Vice-Chancellor desired, until the Lieutenant· 
Governor changed his mind and made me a Fellow. 
It is interesting to note also that I could become a 
Fdlow in no other way than by the Lieutenant
Govt:rnor's nomination. 

Thtn, one day, in an idle moment, while Mr. 
Ramsay Macdonald was staying with me at Ddh~ I 
rd.attd to him the story of the Lieutenant-Governor's 
rt.:fusal on political grounds to appqint me. 

He was naturally indignant at an abuse of power 
which could nen:r have happened in free England. 
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\Vithout telling me anything about it, he related the 
incident in his book 11 The Awakening of India". 
The result was that something happened at the India 
Office, where Lord Morley was Secretary. The 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab hurriedly appoint
ed me a Fellow and I was duly elected on the 
Syndicate. This is only a slight and somewhat 
humorous example of what is happening everyday. 
The matter may be put in a simple phrase-education 
under a foreign goverment is used for political ends. 
But there is something far worse than this' political 
use of education by Government officials. In India, 
as I have heard time after time from the very best 
students, the suspicion has been created far and wide 
among them that some of their fellow students are 
spies in the pay of the C. I. D. This suspicion is 
founded on ao imposing array of facts and I have no 
doubt in my own mind.that it is true. For this 
reason the whole atmosphere of education is tainted 
with hypocrisy and lies. I know no other country, 
(except possibly that of Russia under the Czar) in 
which education has been so tainted with fear and 
suspicion as that of India, through the agencies of the 
students themselves, as tools of the police. It 
has meant the prostitution of true education 
to serve the foreign government. It has shown 
unmistakably that the government is foreign through 
and through and cannot trust the people. It rather 
trusts its own paid agents, who have sold their 
conscience and have taken up the profession of spies. 
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But the evil goes deeper and a political bias is given 
in the schools and colleges even to the subjects taught 
and to the character of the curriculum itself. The 
teachers, who have their own private political ideas 
not unfr~uently of an extreme national character, are 
expected to teach history with a view to upholding 
and supporting the British Raj. They are, therefore, 
to teach lip-loyalty. Hypocrisies of every kind are 
carried on. The double life of the teacher is imparted 
to the pupils. For the pupils quickly learn from 
their teachers to give lip service to Government on 
special occasions. They begin, from their earlier days, 
to repeat ' loyal' phrases which do not come from the 
hearts and are not sincerely believed, either by teacher 
or taught. 

I have in mind a contrast between two schools 
which came under my own notice in Shantinikttan, 
where now I have the privilege of teaching; the 
atmosphere of education is as free as the air we 
breathe and as the light of heaven which gives us 
gladness. 

Tht:.re is confidence and fearlessness and trust. 
Wbatt\u is in the heart comes out in speech. I 
went from Sbantiniketan to give away the prizes at 
a ntit;hbouring school, on their annual prize day. 
Here from first to last, I fdt the pressure amounting 
almost to compulsion, brought to bear by Inspectors 
and othtrs, upon the poor, weak men who were 
teachers, to lead a double life in order to please Govern· 
l'D(;Ot and to get an increase in Government grants. It 
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was a pitiable mockery to see two little children, with 
their hands straight down to their sides and their 
faces blankly unintelligent, reciting in English, 
(which they could not understand) "God save 
our gracious King." I am sure the last person in 
the world who would wish to be so doubtfully 
honoured would be King George himself. 

I have maintained in times past and would still 
maintain, that the wide-spread teaching of English 
was of great benefit in the past to the higher edu
cation of India and to the progress of the country. 
It has been one of the most potent means of giving 
that shock, or stimul·lS, which India needed at one 
time in her history to rouse her out of sleep. It has 
girtn ideals of political freedom and of national unity, 
which have been invaluable. But while I say this 
with all my heart, I cannot help but see what 
dangers now lie ahead of India owing to the dislo
cation and unnaturalness of life itself, and the divorce 
between the English-educated men (who are forming 
a class by themsdves) and the agricultural and town 
labourers. I paid a visit to Japan some years ago, 
and studied higher education there. I am quite 
certain that the progress which Japan has made is 
in a very great measure due to the fact that the 
medium of instruction has been from a very early 
date the mother-tongue of the country and not 
English. This has kept the Japanese life vigorous at 
its centre. But it is only fair to add that Japan 
started its modern cart:t.r with a much smaller 
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population than India and with only one mother· 
tongue for all her people. Its language problem was 
simpler. 

I could not blame the foreign Government for 
what bas been done any more than I would. blame 
the people of India. The teaching of children through 
the medium of English was probably inevitable, so 
long as the Government of the country was in the 
bands of foreigners. There bas also been hitherto · 
(as far as I am able to judge) a strange balance of 
advantages and disadvantages. It is useless, there-· 
fore, to cry over what has already been done. 
But the future of India, now that the shock· 
and stimulus has been given, demands a return 
at all points to the mother-tongue of each great pro-· 
vince and the teaching of all subjects (except English 
itself) through the mother-tongue. Nevertheless, 
though this is the educational requirement, it is 
almost inconceivable in the present circumstances . 
that such a vital change as this can take place 
unless India, more and more, ceases to be an integral· 
part of the British Empire. 

I have sketched, in a very imperfect, manner, 
the mere outline of a vast subject. Far more deeply 
than any need of political or of economic· freedom,. 
India is feding the netd of educational freedom 
to-day. It is not sufficient to substitute Indian. 
officials for. Europeans in the Education Department, 
That alone can accomplish very little. The mental
ity of the people themseh'es has to be changed; for 
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they have come to believe that in the knowledge of 
English lies the one pathway of material advance· 
ment. It is for this reason that villagers will starve 
themselves, and the other members of the family, in 
order that one son, at. least, may get the very doubt· 
Jul advantage of an " English " education. 

When Ia w courts, Government offices, business
firms, post, telegraph, etc., etc., all use the mother· 
tongue, as is invariably the case in Japan, then and 
then only this unwealthy craving for English will 
cease. 

But, as I have said before, this change can never 
whole-heartedly ~e effected, so long as the ultimate 
goal in view is that India should remain " an integral 
part of the British Empire." That goal itself must 

.be altered. Just as ¥t the case of the Philippines 
even so in India, Independence, and nothing short of 
Independence must be the final aim. 

VI 
I am fully aware that my discussion of the 

problem of educational freedom in my last article was 
inadequate even as an outline. The subject is so 
complex that it would require to be considered at far 
greater length to do justice to it. I turn back again 
and again in my mind to the many years which I 
passed at St. Stephen's College, Delhi, with high 
hopes and ardent educational ideals. But since I 
have come out of that work to an institution where 
educational freedom is the very breath of life, I can 
understand, even if I cannot briefly explain, the 
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difference between a purely ir'led .dous and indepen
dent development and a ,depenrience on a foreign 
outlook at every point in educational matters. 

The one form of dependence which we still feel 
in Shantiniketan, along , with the rest of India, is 
this :-Our boys have to earn their living as soon as 
they go out from school ; and this means, in a vast 
proportion of instances, the necessity to go into 
Government service for , the purpose of supporting 
their families. Even if these services are made 
Indian through and through, I still wonder and doubt 
if the foreign outlook can be eliminated, so long as 
India remains an· "integral part of the British 
Empire." 

I had a still further experience in India, while 
the years passed one by one and as I tra veiled in 
different parts of the vast Indian continent. The 
poverty of l.ndia came over my whole life, more and 
more, like a heavy cloud which· covers the sky and 
obscures the sunlight from the eyes. I went from. 
time to time into famine-stricken districts and also I 
visited constantly the homes of the outcastes. There 
I often watched the hollow faces of those who have 
never had enough even to eat. Only very slowly the 
whole picture dawned upon me,-what it means, the 
hunger, the squalour, the fear of man for his fellow. 
man, the servile and semi-servile condition. It came 
home to me that this was the lot of fifty to sixty 
millions of my own brothers and sisters. . There 
CJ.me to my knowledge, at the same time, how this 



62 THE INOIA.N PROBLEM 

very poverty was \,b,el~ ruthlessly exploited. On the 
one hand it was exploited by Indians themselves, and 
on the other hand by the rich and powerful profiteers 
of the West. I could see the new standards of luxury 
and comfort, which were set up by the British 
occupation: As these were· adopted and imitated by 
. the upper surface of Indian society they were bound 
to drive the poverty of India still deeper. It is bad 
enough to be exploited by one's own countr} men, to 
be oppressed by one's own neighbours, and 
the millions of the ' untouchables ' of India tell that 
tale in,a language of misery, that he who runs may 
read, but to be exploited again and a~ain on the top 
of this by powerful foreigners was altogether intoler· 
able. It was to add misery to misery. I could not 
satisfy, in any slightest degree, that this age-long 
poverty and misery of India was decreasing under 
the British domination. There were a thousand . 
things which told me the very opposite story. And 
there was one thing concerning which there could be, 
sadly enough, no open question. The British rulers 
of India had brought with them an expensive stand· 
ard of living. This new economic standard had 
pervaded the country districts. It had upset the 
whole economic basis of life. On this account the 
pain of Indian poverty had been increased in pro. 
portion as the number of human wants had been 
multiplied. The foreign economic invasio~, which 
was tver growing and expanding, was in rt:ality 
noth:ng more nor less than exploitation of the weak 
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by the strong. If India remained within the British 
Empire as an integral part of that Empire, thi£ 
foreign economic invasion and exploitation would 
never cease. It would become perpetual. The drain 
of wealth out of India would never end. The effect 
of this upon the helpless and disorganised and semi
servile peasantry. would be to fix deeper the poverty 
and misery and debt, while at the same time increas· 
ing enormously the standard of living. All the evils 
of the old factory system in England (which preyed 
upon the helpless and the weak) would be repeated 
in India on a far vaster scale, 

An example of what might always happen, 
\Yht[J.~ver a 'ring', or 'corner' could be made by 
powerful capitalists working hand in hand together, 
has only recently come to my knowledge in Bengal. 
Though this special incident came later in my 
experience, I will repeat it here ; for it is typical of 
what is constantly occurring. A jute:mill, which I 
shall not name, was started by foreign .capitalists in 
1904. Up till the beginning of the \Var, the shares 
rose from loci to 145, and the profits reached between 
I j p. c. and 2o p. c. after considerable sums had 
bet:n placed to 'reserves'. Just before the War, the 
ryot, who grew the jute under excessively hard condi. 
tions of labour. in malaria-stricken districts, obtained 
thirteen to fourteen rupees ptr maund fur this jute. 
During Li.5t year, however, although the.cost of 
living for the cultivator had enormously increased, 
the price of jute has been driven down to five to six 
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..Lld while the shares of this jute mill 
wieadily up from 145 before the war to 

16o; and the profits (after setting aside reserves of 
every kind) have been declared at I 6o p. c. It is no 
wonder, under such conditions, that the influx of 
foreign capital and the permanence of a foreign suze
rainty are not. welcomed. 

But the evil does not stop, even with the introduc
tion of such British exploiting firms from the \Vest. 
The \Vestern methods of gambling and speculating 
on the Stock Exchange, of ' rings ' and •corners ' and 
I fnOnOpO!ieS t and 1 trUStS t Which haVe assUmed SUCh 

sinister proportions in modern \Vestern business, have 
been imported bodily into India itself; and the clever 
mechanical brains of many Indians of the merchant 
classes have enabled thetrt to pursue these practice3 to 
the extreme limit of anti-social selfishness. I heard, 
for instance, of a Marwari in Calcutta, who bad 
actually bought up as a speculation, all the bricks 
for building round Calcutta, and had raised the price 
of building material by 2oo p. c. The figures given 
to me may be e.xaggerated ; but the story made me 
wonder with a despairing anxiety and fear, whether 
all the extreme.evils of modern capitalism were to be 
introduced in the train of British rule, and how long 
this system, which bad before been foreign to India 
on so large a scale, was to go on, ever widening and 
increasing the d.imlption of Indian life and culture. 

Amid all these varied arguments which have 
now been put forward, the final position, which I 
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have been obliged to take, has come not from theory, 
but from the hard logic of facts. Above all, the truth 
of the evil of foreign subjection has been brought 
home to me, from a most bitter and painful personal 
experience of what the words 'within the British 
Empire' really imply to the majority of Indians 
abroad. I have setn now, in every part of the 
world, what these conditions of life abroad are; what 
they imply to an Indian, simply because be is an 
Indian and not a European. I have tried my utmost 
to retain a favourable impression, whenever facts 
would in anyway support it. But the conclusion 
that has been forced upon me is this :-India can 
never, as things are at present, have an honoured 
scat and place of welcome within the Colonies of the 
British Empire. The anti-Asiatic sentiment is 
against it. That sentiment is growing stronger year 
by year. It is hardening its surface of exclusiveness, 
with all the fanaticism of an irrational superstition. 
The:re can be no effective compromise with it from 
the Indian side and no appeal to reason. It must run 
its course, as other irrational superstitions and base 
human passions have done:; perhaps it is the greatest 
anti-social mtnace of the present age. To think of an 
equal status for the Indian in such a British E~pire 
is an hallucination. It is an hallucination which is 
pathetic in its fundamental fallacy. The dream about 
it is growing more and more fantastic every year. The 
iliock of a wakening must soon come to every Indian, 
it has only come to me Wore it has come 

5 
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to others, because I have travelled so many 
journeys and have met so many people in the 
British Colonies themselves. If all thinking 
Indians had had my own personal experience, I can 
hardly imagine them remaining ~nconvinced of the 
bard realism of my position, that India has no vital 
place within the Colonies of the British Empire on 
those terms which alone are thinkable, viz., the terms 
of perfect equality of status. 

My own mind has been fascinated for a long 
time with the idea, that the British Empire might 
lead on directly to the 'Parliament 'of 11an.' But I 
have seen with my own eyes, in real life, that it is 
leading on to nothing of the kind. I have found out 
by an experience (which bas been almost tragically 
painful in its disillusionment) that the Parliament of 
:Man cannot come about by means of 'Empires' at 
all. The last Great \Var, with its world convulsion, 
has really brought to an end this outworn theory of 
'Empires.' The British 'Empire' is not going to be the 
only exception. Empires must perish to-day as they 
have perished in the pa~t in order that free peoples 
. may survive and realise their freedom. · 

We have a signal instance of the fallacy of the 
imperial idea in Italy and Austria. Last century, the 
subjection of Italy to Austria in one Empire made 
spiritual unity impossible. The Austrian Empire, 
with its Italian appendage, was a monstrosity. But 
now the relations between Italy and Austria have 
changed, Italy bas come nobly to the help of Austria 
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in the hour of her greatest distress ; and a spiritual 
unity is being found to-day, which is obliterating 
centuries of hate. The truth is, that the British 
Empire, with its Indian appendage, is a monstrosity 
also. If the present unnatural relation between 
England and India continues, it can only lead, as it 
had done at such a rapid pace already, to a contin-
ually increasing bitterness on both sides. But if the 
bond of subjection is finally and ultimately unloosed 
then mutual respect may succeed to mutual hate. 

I have received many letters recently from 
Indians in Europe who have lived ooth in England 
and France. All, without exception, told me that 
friendly relations with the French people are easy 
and natural and simple, because there is no question 
uf "Empire" looming up on every occasion between 
Indians and Frenchmen. But, in England, relations 
are bt:."'COming everyday more strained and unnatural. 
because of the perpetual factor of British Imperiali5111, 
which taints at the very source the fine spring of 
friLndship. 

I have stated in these articles, some of the reasons 
which have lt:d me, an Englishman, so completely to 
change my ori;;inal \·iew as to the relation of the 
British Empire towards India. I am confident in my 
own mind that my own countrymen will ultimatc:ly 
reach the same Handpoint. It is of great intert:st to 
notice, how one group of solid thinkers, who so ably 
tdit the Round Tablt~ quarterly aod maintain in 
tach number such a high standard of intellectual 
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honesty of thought, have, from the first, been non· 
plussed by the position of India within the Empire. 
They appear to be able to find no solution to the 
Indian problem. \Vhenever the subject of India has 
been brought forward, its incongruity with the self. 
governing dominions has become more and more 
obvious. I believe that the irresistible logic of facts 
is drawing these writers even against their will to 
somtthing very nearly corresponding to the position 
which I myself have been compelled to take up. 

There remains a small group in India, of advanced 
social thinkers, who are conscious of the past bent:fi t 
to India of the British connexion, in breaking down 
hard social conventions and agelong religious supersti
tions. They have also a high humanitarian ideal of 
the federation of all races. They detest the common 
cant of 'nationalism'. I need hardly state, at this 
point, that I have every possible sympathy with these, 
and \'alue their judgment in this matter, far more 
than that of any other. But as I have already said, 
I believe that more and more it will be made evident, 
that the facts of history are against the • Empire' 
thoory of human advance. I bdieve abo that tl-..e 
treatment of Indians in the British Colonies will finally 
com·ince them, that Indians can have no honourable 
place. consistent \Vith true self-respect, in an Empire, 
where such treatment of Indians is not only un· 
rebuked and unpunished, but has become the norma 1 
asped of life and the incorrigible attitude of wide
$pfead fanatical religion. 



Letters on Non-Co-operation. 
-:o:--

[TM follou:ing four lett~rs ha.t'll been 1eritten to' 
a. friend in England. eoncsrning Non-Co-opera.ti.an.. 
It appeared to tne tha.t they u:ould bB of intersst to 
Indian rea.ders, and I a.m. t:snturing to eommunicatB 
them to the Press.-C. F. Andrews.l 

I 
My dear-

you have asked me, from your home in England, 
to explain to you the meaning of this new and very 
ugly word that is being used in India-Non-Co-opera
tion. You criticise it at first sight, and you ba\'e 
f\'ery reason to do so from your distant view of the 
situation. I grant you at once, that the \Vord has an 
ugly sound. It seems to imply the very opposite of 
what every Christian has been taught to aim. at, 
namely, to be a fellow-worker and a fellow·helper, 
You are right also in saying that there is nothing 
that the world needs so much to-day as brotherhood. 
Humanity is crying out for co-operation to heal the 
wound:> of the War. I need hardly tell you, that I 
have weighed wtll, over and over again, the force of 
all this argument. And yet, it has not convinced me. 
I have lain awake, night after night, brooding over the 
problem. And yet I am in principle to-day a strong 
btliever in Non-Co-operation. Need I say to you, my 
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dear man, who are a Christian, that I am a Christian 
also, a believer in love, as the final remedy for all the 
evils of the world. We are, both of us, taught by 
Christ to love even ·our enemies. We are taught 
that the whole commandment of life is contained in 
two words,-to love God with all our heart, and our 
neighbour as our own self. We have, both of us, 
learnt the golden rule of Christ, " Whatsoever would 
that men should do unto you even so do unto them: 
for this is the Ia w of the prophets." 

And yet,-and yet,-I am resolutely going to 
defend this principle of Non-Co-operation. I would 
add one word further. I would say, that Christ him· 
self was the example, for all time, of the principle 
involved in it. For he unfl.ichingly refused to com· 
promise with evil. He declared, that. it profited a 
man nothing, if he gained the whole world and lost 
his own soul. I have seen times without number 
men who have come out and joined this movement; 
and they have told me with their own lips, that it 
had saved their own individual Indian characters. 
They had to sacrifice everything, but they gained 
their souls. And there is something far greater 'still, 
India . has at last gained her own soul, through this 
movement. For the soul of India was being lost in 
mechanical civilisation of. the modern world which 
has invaded both East and West alike. But now she 
bas been called by a prophetic voice of one of her 
noblest children to a pathway of self-purification. 
India was rapidly losing her own individuality. She 
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was forfeiting that supremely delicate and beautiful 
nature and character, which had been God's handi· 
work in her history all down the centuries.· She was 
rapidly taking in its stead without true assimilation 
the barrt:n nature of a foreign culture. Now she is 
realising that to go forward any further along that 
course, is to follow the path of Silicide and des
truction. Therefore, she is definitely making the 
Great Refusa~ which is called Non-Co-operation. 
Even if England offer her wealth, plenty, peace, 
protection, prosperity within the spacious British 
Empire, and as the price of it thus co~romise with 
her own inner nature, India will refuse. She will 
refuse to co-operate on such a basis. She knows, in 
her heart of hearts, that she bas compromised far too 
long, and now that she has an inspiring personality 
to gi,·e her unity and spiritual strength, she is (\eter. 
mined to compromise no longer. 

We, Englishmen, have gradually got into the 
way of thinking, that every country can be made, at 
one and the same time, more profitable to ourselves, 
and more happy in its own internal life, by coming 
undt:! our protection. I happen to have been, during 
my travel:;, to all kinds of places, and nothing 
has impressed me so much as the discontent which is 
now existing among these indigenous peoples, who 
are being mouldtd into new shapes and forms by this 
protection of the British Government The legend 
is kept up in England (for borne-consumption) that 
every one is happy and contended under such protec-
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tion. But this is not the truth. \\'bether it is a 
younger generation in Burma, or in South Africa, in 
Uganda or in Fiji I have had heart to heart talks 
with the young leaders in all these countries, and I 
can only say that the discontent is profound. If I 
had gone to Egypt or Mesopotamia or Palt:stine, or 
Ireland, it would have been the same story. My dear 
man, let us who are Christians, put to ourselves a 
plain and simple question. Would we like to be 
continually ruled by foreigners for our own so-called 
benefit? Don't you think it would make us perfectly 
miserable? Then, if that is the case, why do we not 
apply the rule of Christ, and love the Indian, the 
Burmese, the Egyptian, the Irish, as our own 
self? 

\Vhy do we not do to others, that, which we 
should wish them to do to us ? If we would not like 
to be ruled by foreigners, why do we insist on keeping 
up a foreign rule? If we ourselves wish to be 
independent, why do we not wish them to be indepen
dent? As a Christian, it seems to me, there is no 
other way to meet that interrogation, except to desire 
earnestly and to strive all we can for the indepen· 
dence of every foreign part of what is called the 
British Empire. Don't you think that this follows 
from Christ's teaching? 

I know full well that there is no greater need in 
the whole world to-day than a full mutual under· 
standing between the East and the West. The future 
of the human race depends oa such a mutual under-
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standing being reached. But the ~ery first requisite 
for such a mutual understanding is mutual respect. 
The respect of the . wolf for the lamb, in Aesop's 
fable, is not a model for humanity to follow in the 
twentieth century. Yet the past treatment of Asia 
and Africa by Europe has been of the same predatory 
nature, and these predatory habits are not unlearnt 
in a single day. I have seen a map of Africa in 
IS~o before the great plunder began. After a few 
years the whole map of Africa was cut up into 
pieces, each of which denoted the extent of the 
loot. Then after that Asia was being gradually 
-dividtd up in the same way. Before the Great 
War, as you know, China and Persia only by 
a narrow margin escaped the fate of Africa. I am 
sure that you, who came into the Great \Varas a 
volunteer, in order to prevent the spoliation of Bel
gium, are not one of those who can look on the 
spoliation of the East with equanimity. Would you 
not rathu, in principle, stand up on behalf of every 
country that has already been subjected, and claim 
that it shall be set free ? Does not the thought of a 
.. D(:claration of Independence' for India or for Egypt, 
or for Korea, or for China stir your heart as the Inde
pmdtnce of Belgium did ? You, who fought for 
Bdgian freedom, cannot you fight, in spirit and princi
ple, for India's freedom? We are not asking for a 
battle of \'iolence and bloodshed. Rather, we are ask
ing for a battle of suffering and endurance, a battle 
"'f the Cross. 
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Does not that thought move you, as a Christian? 
I will tell you one thing, which I witnessed with my 
own eyes. It was the sight of twelve .delicate Hindu 
ladies coming out of the prison in South Africa. 
where they had suffered more than words can relate. 
Yet their fac~ were full of joy. They spoke gently 
of their persecutors. They told me all the kind 
things they could about their jailors. They had gone 
to prison not for any wrong-doing (they were in~ 
capable of wrong) but to uphold their country's 
honour and freedom. That war of passive resistance 
in South Africa was won without striking a blow. 
Believe me. it was one of the most Christian things 
I ever saw in my life. I cannot possibly forget it. 

This Non-Co-operation movement in India is 
really being worked out on the same principles by 
Mahatma Gandhi, as those which I saw practised in 
South Africa. It is only called by another name. In 
its essence, it implies the resistance of evil, by 
forbearance, not by violence; by endurance, not by 
force; by suffering, not by slaughter. It regards the 
domination and subjection of India by a foreign coun· 
try, such as England, with abhorrence, as an evil 
thing. It is determined not to co·operate with the 
evil and make it permanent. 

If you say to me in reply," \Ve, the English are 
not dominating and subjecting India by force. As 
fast as we can, .we are actually giving India free-
dom within our British Empire."-Well, I shall deal 
with that last clause '' within our British Empire •• 
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later. At this point, my' answer to your assertion, 
" we are actually giving freedom to India," 'would. 
be in a rhyming couplet-

Freedom ill not a mendicant's dole 
To be tbrown in a beggar's begging liowl. 

Freedom is a gift of the soul, to be won by self
purification and self-sacrifice. If England really 
wishes India to be free, then she must stand aside: she 
must not insist that India shall have the dole of their so· 
called freedom, which England herself is patronisingly · 
prepared to concede. This is the whole crux of the 
Egyptian and the Irish struggle, not merely of the 
Indian struggle for liberty. · \Ve are told by Christ, 
I have said, to love our neighbour as ourselves; 
to do to others what we should wish them to do to. 
us. Should we, English people, like to be bound 
hand and foot by conditions at the very time freedom 
was being offered us ? Should we be satisfied with all 
s.:>rts of stipulation ? Should we not do what our 
fordathers did in America,-make a Declaration of 
Independence? Or again, I ask you, should we, 
Englishmen, be satisfied with mere boons and pat
ronising dole of ''freedom'? Read \Vordsworth's 
sonnds i read Milton's A.rer)pagitica; read Shakes
peare's description of England in King Henry IV;. 
read Burke on American lndepe,~denee, My dear 
man, English literature, from one end to the othtr, is 
crammed full of answers to the contrary. Then why 
not follow Christ, and do to others what we should 
wish them to do~us? For if England insists on giving 
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India what English politicians to-day are pleased to 
-call 'freedom' in English politicians' own way, at 
the English politicians' own time, and at the English 
politicians' own discretion, then all I can say is that it 
is no freedom at all! 

II 
My dear~, 
You see, the troubie after all is this. Our British 

people at home have been dragged into a stupid 
satisfaction with the comfortable thought, that a sub
contiment, such as India, with three hundred and 
twenty million people, and all sorts of Rajahs and 
Maharajahs, can be marked red on the map as a 
British Possession, and can be quoted in history and 
geography lessons to every British child as an example 
of what the British Emptre can accomplish in its rule 
in the East. The British are a kindly sentimental 
folk, on ordinary occasions, and they are prepared to 
go a long way in passing patronising legislation of a 
good-natured type, as long as the ultimate, solid, 
material fact of India, as a • British Possession.' does 
not elude their grasp. But when you come to think 
it over, this attitude of • Possession' is quite hopelessly 
out of keeping with any true, frank and sincere 
friendship. How can you be a friend of the man 
who insists on always keeping you in a semi-inferior 
position? You may flatter such a man ; you may 
pretend to be very devoted to him; you may fawn 
upon him for favours; but you cannot be his friend. 
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I know, at once, what you are eagerly ~-eeking to 
answer. '' Yes," you would say to me, " I grant aU 
that, but times have changed. We are in a different 
age altogether. The great Reform Act of December, 
rgrg, has been passed. Now, such vital subjects as 
Education, Sanitation, etc., are in the hands of 
Indians themselves. We have read all about it in 
the House of Commons Debates. Only such necessary 
public affairs, as Revenue and Police and the Army, 
are reserved subjects." · 

THE TRAVESTY OF REFORMS, 

If that is your real answer, it is a poor one, In 
the \Vest, it is a recognised principle of all true 
Government, that there should be no taxation without 
representation; that the man who pays the piper has 
a right to call the tune. But here, in the East, the 
very reverse has happened. The non-official Indians•· 
Mini::;ter of IIealth, or Education, is faced with bank
ruptcy at once, if he tries any new schemes in his 
De:partment. The reserved subjects, which are not 
undl:r popular control, have the first demand upon the 
national income, The Military Expenditure alone 
runs away with half the revenue. Then comes the 
Civil Expenditure, which provides for ever increasing 
official salaries. Then follows the Police Expendit1ue, 
The-se are all continually augmenting their budget 
d\:mands. Only after their needs are sat~fied, can any 
funds be granted for Education, Sanitation etc., which 
are popular subjects. 
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Let me give you an interesting example, which 
shows that extraordinarily little vital change has been 
made even in the Provincial Governments. I lia ve 

just seen through a most painful experience at 
·Chand pur in East Bengal. Some thousaqds of poor, 
famished refugee labourers, from the tea gardens of 
Assam, had fled from the gardens, and had become 
crowded in a congested area, on the river bank, where 
the railway meets the steamer. Cholera had broken 
out among them in a virulent form. At such a time 
two things were done by the Administration which 
excited great public indignation. First of all, Gurkha 
soldiers were turned out, in the middle of the 
night, in order to drive these miserable people 
from the third·class passenger-shed at the railway 
station, where they had taken refuge. These 
weak and famished refugees were forced by . 

. blows to remove themselves to a bare shelterless 
·football ground, with the monsoon rains already 
threatening. The attack was made upon them with 
the butt-ends of rifles. Numbers were wounded, 
among whom were feeble women and little children, 
too weak and ill to escape ,the Gurkha's blows. I 
was on the spot and saw those wounded people 
almost immediately after the occurrence. The sight 
would have made your blood boil as it did mine. 
Yet the whole disgraceful incident was glozed over 
in the usual official manner without any apology; and 
the limit was reached when Mr. Montagu got up in 
the House of Commons and de-clared that the Govern• 
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ment of Bengal had acted with "great humanity,. 
in the matter. 

The second chapter of this story was even more 
significant. At the instigation of the Planters' 
Association, (whose representative suddenly appeared 
on the scene at Chandpur) it was decided by the 
Bengal Government to do nothing to help forward 
these people out of the cholera-stricken town; for fear 
of a further exodus from the gardens. There was a 
deadlock and the people '~ere furious. At this point 
I was asked to come in and . act if possible as a 
mediator. My pro?osal was a very ::.~mple one. If 
Government would provide a subscription of five 
thousand rupees, as a mark of sympathy, then the 
charitably disposed public would subscribe the rest. 
But the Government (which was strongly under the 
influence of the Tea Planters at this time and living 
in the Planters' stronghold at Darjeeling) refused to 
gi\'e anything at all to help the refugees forward. I 
wmt up personally to Darjeeling in order to meet the 
Go\'crnment authorities. And whom do you think 
I was asked to see? Not the Minister but the Chief 
Sd:rctary. We discussed the whole matter at length; 
I had come direct from the scene of action and spoke 
hot words. The officials were as cold as ice. Believe 
me, in spite of Reform Councils, the autOcracy is as 
wooden, as impeniou:::, as obstinate as ever it was 
h::fore. It is incapable of change. , 

That very day in Darjetling I met some of the 
Indian Councillors. They told me in words as 
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)ing as my own, how furious they were at the 
~~kha outrage. But at the Legislative Council, all 
they have been able to do in their helplessness has 
been to ask a few conventional questions, receive 
official answers and to pass a very timid resolution. 
And Mr . .Montagu's statement in the House of Com· 
mons remains· unchallenged. •• The Covernment of 
Bengal," he said, " has acted with great humanity in 
the matter." 

Just think of it! Just picture it to yourself! 
Only picture it I To turn Gurkha soldiers out at 
dead of night on poor, helpless, utterly miserable 
and emaciated men, women and children I To drive 
these wretched human beings, who were sickening 
with cholera, on to a bare shelterless fo0tball 
ground, hitting men and women over the heads 
with the butt-ends of their rifles ! Picture it, man l 
Do picture it ! \Vhy, we shouldn't treat cattle like 
that in England I I saw on my arrival a little girl, 
with her cheek cut and bruised by a savage 
blow, which only just missed the ey~-bal1 itsdf. 
And yet Mr. Montagu is primed up with official 
despatches to say in the House of Commons, that 
the Government of Bengal has acted with great 
humanity in the matter! 

BRUTE FORCE AND R.ACIALIS~. 

Pardon me, if I have become bitter and cynical. 
The Duke .of Connaught came out all the way from 
England and asked us to forget and to forgive 
Amritsar. No sooner has he gone away, than the 



NON·CO·OPERATION 81 

same weapon of brute force is employed over 
again on helpless people, with all the old wicked 
callousness and inhumanity. Once more, the public 
sentiment is outraged. Once more the people of 
India from one end to the other have cried shame 
upon the cowardly act. But the Government of 
Bengal on the mountain top at Darjeeling takes no 
notice. Just as in the case of the Punjab and 
Amritsar, it assumes on its own side the gesture of 
Non-co-operation. It says, in so many words-''\Ve 
will not bend to the will of the people." Do you 
wonder at all, if the people take up the challenge and 
say, in return-''You absolutely refuse to co-operate 
with us. You do not regard our opinion in the least. 
You ho!J icily aloof. The only course left open 
to us is to cease to co-operate with you. \Ve shall 
go our own way. You can go yours. We don't 
se(;k either your money, or your favour." Here is one 
of the main causes underlying the Non-Co-operation 
movtment-the utter aloofness of the Government 
from the people. Can't you understand it? 

Do you remember sometime ago, what an outcry 
there was in England about a certain troop train 
from 1\.J.rachi, whertin through gross mismanagement 
some British soldiers died of heat-apoplexy 1 Do 
you remember, also, the Mesopotamian scandal? These 
caused a sensation in England, because Englishmen 
were involved. But the same gross mismanagement 
is going on everywhere among Indians themselves, be
cause Government is so completely aloof and occupied 

6 
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night and day with its files, and out of touch with 
the people: and Government agents, oft he subordinate 
type, are all the while taking advantage of that aloof· 
ness, to serve their own ends. The truth is, the 
Government is not a people's governmen~ at all. 

You have to understand how sick at heart the 
very sanest and most sober-minded Indians are 
about these perpetual and grandiloquent promises of 
"Reform", which end in empty words. It is now 
sixty-three years since the ·Queen's Proclamation 
of 1858, promi",'d racial equality in India. Yet 
we all know (except it would appear our new 
Viceroy) that racial inequality is still rampant. It 
would be as easy as possible to give you a dozen 
glaring instances from my own experience; and 
Indians themselves,who naturally know far more 
than I do where the shoe pinches, could give hundreds. 

I remember so well Lord Morley's Reforms, in 
Igo8-og. 'Ve were told that at last Indians were 
to have a full share in their own Administration. 
Again, there was utter discontent and disappointment. 
The autocracy of Government was not shaken. 

A . BIBLICAL PARALLEL, 

Now we have before us addit'ional " Reforms ". 
'Ve have a Dyarchy, which no one believes in. The 
best that can be said of it is that it is so bad and 
unworkable that it must be changed. It is impossible 
to go back. So things will have to go forward. 
That is its sole recommendation put before me by a 
Government official. I think you will see. from what 
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I have told you, that all the glowing accounts you 
.are receiving in England about "Parliamentary" 
Government in India must be taken with a grain 
{)f salt. I doubt if any real and solid power has 
escaped from the hands of the bureaucracy even now. 
At least what has escaped has been made up in ~ther 
ways. 

Do you remember, in Christ's times, how the 
Scribes and Pharisees were prepared for outward 
changes and outward embtllishment:s of their· own 
:zystem, so long as these did not touch their hc:art. The 
Scribes and Pharisees, so Christ said, made dean the 
outside of the cap and platter. They did outward hom
a..;e to noble sentiments, they talked unctuous platitudes 
in order to show that they were on the side of the good 
.and the great, but they clung to power, all the Sime, 
with a temcity that never rdaxed its hold. Chri~ 

said 'uf them, with terrible irony,-'· Ye build t!:te 
turr,bs of the Prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of 
the righteous !" 

I do not imply that the present Government of 
Ind:a is consciously hypocritical. The Scribes and 
Pharisees Wt:re gooj rJ;giou.s men according to the 
nandard uf their timt:S. And the Government uf 
India is perhaps the most hard-workin~ and 
conscientiuus in the worlJ. But the sy.:;tc:m uf Govern· 
ment, as 1 have s.1id, has almost utterly lo.lt t;;Jch 
with the sentiments an.:l id..::.ab of the pe:o~Ie. It hJ.S 
appallingly misjudge-d the vital mo\'emeot:S of the tim::s, 
and in nearly evt:ry instJ.nce set itsJf in oppOiiition to 
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them,-just as it is doing to-day, in an almost panic· 
stricken manner, with regard to Non-Co-operation. 

There is another picture, which Christ gives, 
that is perhaps more appropriate for what I am 
wishing to bring home to you in England. Christ 
spoke, in his own generation, of the uselessness of 
patch-work reforms. "Men do not," he said, "put 
new wine into old bottles ...... Neither dct men put a 
new piece of cloth on an old garment because the new 
piece teareth away the old cloth, and the rent is made 
worse, But new wine must be put into new bottles." 

The new wine to-day in India is this new 
religious, social and political movement, whose 
fountain-head is Mahatma Gandhi. This movement 
bas spread throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. Politically it has become known in England by 
that ugly name, which you criticise,-Non-Co
operation. 

To my mind, as I have seen events developing on 
the spot, it would have been altogether useless to have 
put this new wine into the old bottles of these patch
work Reform Councils. The rent would only have 
been made worse. The popular verdict-the verdict 
of the unsophisticated common people-is the final 
verdict after all. They have recognised in Mahatma 
Gandhi a true deliverer from oppression. They have 
seen in him a true healer of India's festering wounds. 
And they have l:>een quite clear in their determination 
to stand apart from the present unpopular Govern .. 
ment, to work out their own salvation. 
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Cannot you, then, understand a little more 
dearly, from this second letter, the meaning in India 
of the word Non-Co-operation? Cannot you see that 
there comes a time when, if the Government persist· 
ently refuses to co-operate with the people, the people 
in their turn will refuse to co-op~rate with the Govern· 
ment? This, it appears to me, is what has happened 
in India to-day. 

III 
~fy Dear-, 

We, who are the members of the Anglo-Saxon 
race, have gradually dropped into the perverse WCJY 

of thinking, that we are the world's policemen. Here 
is one of our mistakes in India. \Ve have got !1 
false impression of our duty of protecting India from 
all possible dangers, internal and external ; and in 
consequence we cannot leave things alone or let an"/ 
new movements of independence develop. They 
appear to us to be contrary to our British sovereign 
right of interference and control. 

It goes without saying, that we do not undertake 
all these protective duties for nothing. Though no 
tax is levied directly, the indirect gain to England 
from Indian trade is great. There is a well-known 
Britbh maxim, which says that ''Trade follows the 
flag." And England has not been very slow to take 
commercial advantage of Imperial conquest in India, 
as well as in other countries. \Ve are, what Napo
leon called us, a nation of shop-keepers, after aU. I 
./ bink it may be also said of the Anglo-Saxon people 
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that there is in them the one saving grace of an 
uneasy moral conscience. We don't like being 
caught out doing an act, which is sordid, or mean, 
or base, and we try desperately to defend ourselves 
against these imputations,-not always with success. 

The result is that in our dealings with others, 
we, Englishmen, are frequently double-minded. \Ve 
strive to serve God and Mammon. We have an 
uncomfortable feeling while doing so, that this is 
contrary to the Sermon on the Mount. But we 
dismiss the Sermon on the Mount as unpractical. 
Yet even when we have dismissed it we are not 
satisfied. \Ve have a vague suspicion that Christ 
may be. right. after all. It was Gardiner, the 
historian, who said that Cromwell and not Shakes· 
peare was the typical Englishman,-Cromwell . who 
was commercial and sentimental, practical and 
idealist, religious and material-minded, at one and 
the same time. \Vas it Cromwell, or some one later, 
who uttered that typically English sentence : 
11 Soldiers, trust in God, but keep your powder 
dry''? 

The truth is, this word 'practical' has become a 
kind of fetish with the British people. \Ve, English· 
men, do not ask first, if a thing is true, but whether 
it is practical. ADd so in this British Empire, where 
it has been built up by conquest, there has been 
framed a wholly illogical, but solidly practical theory 
that every added Subject Country was twice blessed, 
-blessed in the trade profits it gives to Great 
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Britain and blessed also in the protection it takes at a 
high\ market value. I fancy that, even in our school 
days, this seemed to us too much like a slim deal or a 
hard bargain. And as we have grown older, we 
have both of us learnt what an altogether sordid thing 
Imperialism by conquest really is-base in its origin, 
and also in its development as a system .. If you had 
not already reached this point of view, I should not 
be writing these letters. No ! we both agree, do we 
not, that it is difficult, if not impossible, to be Imperial· 
ists and Christians at the same time, The words of 
Christ are really true, however much we may try to 
get round them,-" Ye cannot ·serve God and 
Mammon." 

All tnat I have just written has direct reference to 
the situation in India. The disturbing conviction is 
constantly present, that our own conquest had no 
moral justification. As Sir Frank Beaman has 
put it very bluntly,-" We stole India." In our 
heart· of hearts, We all know that this is true; 
and we have had, what I ba ve called an • uneasy 
moral conscience' ever since. This bas ldt its mark 
upon all our British administration. It has contin· 
ually had to justify itself for its original thtft by 
exercising a peculiarly paternal protection. I would 
almost call it, if the word were permissible, 'grand· 
paternal.' For, such a grandmotherly government 
has rardy been seen on this plantt bdore. No 
weapon of violence has been allowed in the average 
citizen's hands,-not, of course, ltst they should use 
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them against us (that would be too shocking even to 
think of)-but lest they should injure one another! 
Every Department had to be entrusted to an English
man : for nothing must be allowed to go wrong under 
British patronage! If, in spite of every precaution. 
anything did go .wrong, then an English official must 
come in at once to the rescue. All initiative had to 
proceed from Englishmen. Education must be given 
through an English medium and by means of English 
books. Indians were to be treated year after year, 
as though they did not know the needs of their own 
country as well as their beneficient English rulers. 

I knew what you are burning to answer at this 
point of my argument, and I can say it for you. You 
want to say again to me "But all that has changed I'' 
Has it? It seems to me that, in these two words, which 
L have italicised. we are brought up dead against the 
ultimate issue. Personally I have tried to show you by 
examples, how sceptical I am about the change. I have 
seen indeed outward changes in abundance, bot not 
yet an inward change of heart. Dyarchy with its 
fundamental refusal to entrust into Indian hands such 
subjects as the Police seems to me even more patro
nising and more paternal, and perhaps in the long 
run more grandmotherly than what has gone before. 
It looks like one of those cautious half-and-half moves 
forward, which are sometimes worse than no change 
at all. I may be mistaken. but as far as I can see at 
present this Dyarchy will not give to Indians the 
opportunity they need of doing things entirely by 
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themselves or of themselves entirely in their own 
ways. Believe me, in this matter it may not be hue, 
that u half a loaf is better than no bread." For half 
a loaf means still the fatal policy of distrust. 

Let me give you two very interesting examples, 
\\'hich will show you on what grounds my impres-" 
sions are based. Sometime ago now, I was present 
at a committee meeting that was being held up· 
country about a vital Indian question with which 
Engli.shmt:n were remotely and indirectly conce:ned. 
There was a little group of Englishmen there, and 
tht.: nst Wtre Indians, The great m~jority of the 
Indians said nothing at all, because the Chairman 
and the Englishmen conducted the whole meeting in 
English. There was one Indian gentleman, who 
lnew far more about the subject thai\, almost anyone 
t.lse in the room. He spoke English fluently, but 
happtnc:d to be what I might call, for want of a 
Ldtlr name, • vernacular-minded.' That is to say, he 
tLought with his own Indian mind, in an original 
mannc:r, and~not always with. an English tendency. 
Tl1lre wue there, on the committee, also two or 
thrc:e Indians, who wt:re • English minded.' I mean, 
tht.:y had droppc:d to a great extent their Indian mode 
of lif~ anJ lndi.:m way of thinking, and had become 
so cut off from their own people as to tf.link on thc:Se 
Indian qutstions in an English mannct. The bulk of 
this committee were almost entirely ignored because 
thty did not speak English. Only now and then 
cutain points were translated to them. It was quite 
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noticeable, how it was possible for the Englishmen 
present to co-operate with the 'English-minded' 
Indians. But they could not ' co-operate ' with the 
' Vernacular-minded' Indians, who spoke Englisht 
because they could not follow his train of thought. 
Nay, something further happened, try as we would to 
prevent it, the discussion always drifted back into 
the hands of the little group of the Englishmen and 
in the end we decided everything. 

Why?-\Vhy, of course, because the only 
medium was English. \Ve Englishmen, to all intents 
and purposes were non-co-operating with our Indian 
colleagues, who had not made themselves into English· 
men. \Ve are trying to force them to come over t() 
our side. \Ve were not ready to come to theirs. If 
we had agreed that the conversation should bt;! only 
in the vernacular then how very quickly we, English· 
men, would have fallen into our proper· places: as 
guests in India, not masters; as helpers, not tyrants; 
as people who had come to India for service ; not for 
domination I 

One more incident, that was typical. In the 
cholera camp, at Chandpur, about which I have 
already written, we had succeeded, with the greatest 
difficulty, in getting the young national volunteers to 
co-operate with the Government medical office~s. foe 
the sake of the cholera patients. But every hour of 
the day, the national volunteers would be blaming 
the Government officials; and every hour of the day, 
the Government officials would be blaming the national 
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\'olunteers. To attempt to mix these two parties· 
together was like putting new wine into old bottles with 
a vengeance I The bottles were cracked to bursting. 

A rupture took place. From what I saw of it 
all, I blamed the Government officials most. They
were so wooden, so obstinate. They insisted on 
ruling. They were not ready to serve. On the 
volunteers• side, there were the natural faults of 
impatience and hot blood. But when another person, 
on high position, came down to work among them,
the Bishop of Assam,-and was ready to serve, not to 
rule, they worked with him happily up to the very 
end. But he was in his proper place,-a servant of 
the public, not a lord and master. I saw illustrated 
thcre, the very words of Christ,-" The. king of the 
Gtntiles exerci5ed lordship over them, and they that 
exercise lordship are called 'benefactors. • But ye shall 
not be so: but he that is greatest among you let him 
be as the younger, and he that is chief, as ht:: that 
doth serve." 

\Vhat was the result, do you ask? Did the 
national volunteers all go to pieces when Government 
officials were withdrawn? Not a bit of it, They did 
uncommonly well, and the work went on better, 
lx"Cause with lc::s.s friction. I learnt from the lips of 
this Government official himself in an ung;urded 
moment, the actual trutb,-which is as true for the 
whole of India to-day as it was for the cholera 
camp at Chandpur. ,. This Dyarchy," he said, 
:·is irnp~ible." 
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Let me, in concluding this letter, give you a 
simple and homely analogy. Suppose someone is 
desirous of learning to swim. But an officious 
pedagogue, of the policeman type, insists on holding 
him back. This goes on for some time. At last, the 
youth, who is .eager to swim grows desperate. He 
'non-co·operates.' He frees himself from the peda· 
gogue who would hinder him. He jumps into deep 
water. He struggles with all his might to keep up 
afloat, using his arms and legs. And he succeeds. 
He swims. 

There, in that picture is the analogy I wanted 
for Indian non-co-operation with Government at the 
present time. \Vein England fully appreciate that 
spirit ourselves. Independence runs in our very 
bl09d. \Ve encourage our own children from baby· 
hood to be self-reliant, courageous, manly, hardy, 
enduring,-to do things for themselves. But we 
here, .in India, ·we, English~en, have got indepen· 
dence almost to dread that spirit in Indians. As I have 
said, a fatal habit of mind has made us act like 
glorified policemen, bent always upon the custodian's 
duty. \Ve are quite certain, that Indians cannot and 
will not manage their own affairs and that we must 
manage everything for them~ And so the old habits 
of patronage, on the one hand and servility on the 
other linger. ~o half-way house of Dyarchy will 
cure them. 

There is just one word further that has to be 
v:ritten, though you in England may resent it ; for 
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you believe intensely that England's trusteeship in 
India has been well performed; and I would not 
shake your faith, for on the whole I believe it is not 
misplaced. In certain ways the British rule has 
succeeded; otherwise, it would never have lasted for 
ove:r I 6o years. 

But as I have said, there is another side of 
Anglo-Saxon character, which is by no means so 
pleasing. If we had been entirely disinterested. 
and single-minded in o~r rule, we should have wel
comed this new national movement of Mahatma 
G.1ndhi's with open arms,--or rather it would have 
t.:d ... en an tntirdy dlfferent form. But this lower side 
uf English nature-the material, commercial_and 
profiteering side-came in and tempted us with 
monttary advantages. It is on that account that 
the conflict has taken place. \Ve can only meet the 
movement fairly and squarely by our own self. 
purification. We must be prepared to give up our 
ill·;;ottt::n gains. We must cease to serve God and 
Mammon. 

IV 
~Iy dear,-
As you know very wdl, the greater part of my 

own time has b(;!en given up to the study of educa· 
tional and }.;.Lour proLlc;;ms. I have never been what 
is c.alkd a 'pol1tician' and I have always profoundly 
distrustl:d •politics' bt:cause of the incessant cpportu· 
nism involved and the juggling with human lives. At 
the same time, I _am perfectly a ware that we can 
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never shut ourselves up iu water-tight compartments 
.and eschew politics altogether, especially in this 
modern civilisation of ours, which is three. parts 
mechanical, and only one part human. What I do 
hate so much is the way politicians exploit the poor 
and the weak and the defenceless for their own ends 
and I think that the time has come when all who love 
humanity should make a determined stand against 
this. 

It is because Mahatma Gandhi is essentially not a 
politician (in this narrow technical sense of the word) 
that I have faith in the movement which he has 
founded. He would never, for a moment, make the 
poor a pawn in the game. His whole soul would 
revolt at even the suggestion of such a tbing. Rather 
would he always make the poor and the helpless the 
ve~y heart and centre of all his thoughts and purposes 
before whose interest every other consideration must 
give way, because they are in a very special manner, 
God's friends, God's chosen, God's beloved. Ever 
since the great change came over his life when he 
was in Johannesburg in South Africa, earning a large 
income and keeping open house for rich and poor 
alike-ever since the time, when he renounced all 
his wealth and accepted Poverty as his bride, in a 
truly Franciscan manner, he has been out and out on 
the side of the poor, living as a poor man among the 
poor, suffering with their sufferings and never sparing 
himself in the very least. The fact that he has 1 had 
this most intimate expe~ience of poverty io all its 
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phases has made his ideas concerning the welfare of 
the poor extraordinarily stimulating. He is so origin .. 
at, becau~e he has emptied himstlf of convention~ and 
sophistications about the poor owing to his first-hand 
experience. Certain books in English have struck 
his attention more than otbers,-such as Thoreau, 
Tolstoy, Ruskin, Edward Carpenter. But by far the 
greatest influence in his life from his English reading 
has been the Sermon on the :Mount. It would not be 
too much to say that this has been with him through· 
out his He one of his most cherished sacred scriptures. 
He has found it truly to be in conformity with the 
scriptures of the East that be was taught when a boy, 
-\vith the grt:at ideals of Jainism, Buddhism, and 
Yaishnava Hinduism which he bas deeply explored. 
Likt Rousseau, before the French Revolution (though 
with a strtngth of moral character that Rousseau 
Lirr.;:;C.:f did not pos.sess) he has turned away from the 
mud <.:to tyranny of civilisation to the frtedom of a life 
liYt.:d close to Nature. The picture of the past in 
Ind.ia has always been to him the picture:! of a time in 
hur::ln history when the pure in heart saw God. 
Tb:y lired in their forest Ashramas simply and 
SLrt:ndy; therdore, their li\·es were btautiful ·and 
l:.t:altr.y and good. But modcro civilisation, he would 
say, is r.l.ithe:r simple nor serene. It is impure in h-::art. 
Tber .. fort, rr.J.n cannot see God to-day. So we must 
go Lack to the simplicity of Nature, and live a life as 
far as JNSsiL!e apart from modern civilisation, if we 
wccld St.:~ God. We mu.£t again attempt to be simple 
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and serene in our lives and pure in heart. We must' 
no longer attempt to serve both God and Mammon. 

~have tried very crudely to put down some of 
his ideas. I can hardly tell you what power they 
have been in fashioning my own life, as they have 
come to me, tinged with his own personality. My 
mind always reacts to them with a shock of surprise 
and often of opposition. At every turn, I find, 
he bits me harder, and my own conventions 
crumble. But there is a pure joy in it all,-first 
the joy of conflict ; and then the greater joy of 
being defeated seeing where the mistake was all the 
time. Do you remember those young sophists who 
used to come to Socrates-how Socrates ustd to 
knock them down so tenderly, but unerringly, with 
some searching question, and then pick them up 
again and show them exactly where they went wrong? 
I often find myself like one of them. There comes 
one sudden question from this Socrates of ours in the 
East,-and my house of cards goes tumbling dovm to 
the ground. • Furthermore, shall I say it with all 
reverence-sometimes the thought goes far beyond 
and far deeper than Socrates. It reminds me of the 
thoughts of Christ. 

Let me give you one single illustration, which is 
as vivid to me, as if it had only happened yesterdJ.y. 
\Ve had walked out together to a distant place, out
side Pretoria, where the Municipality had built, what 
they were pleased to call, a' Kaffir location.' On the 
way back we sat in the shade of an :overhanging tree 
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beside a brook and talked together about many things. 
I had, for sometime past, adopted vegetarianism as a 
diet ; but I had done so, rather out of a regard for 
other people's feelings than from any conviction of my 
own. The subject turned to the question of meat· 
eating, and I somewhat perversely argued with 
Mahatma Gandhi, that, in Nature hers.elf the lower 
life was sacrificed to the higher, and on that ground 
the taking of animal life for food by human beings 
was justifiable. In a moment, his eyes were aflame; 
and then he said to me in that quiet, restrained voice 
of his,-" You are a Christian, and yet you use an 
argument like that ! I thought your Bible taught 
you that Christ was divine, and that just because he 
was divine, he sacrificed himself for such a sinful 
creature as man. That teaching I can understand 
but what you have just said I cannot understand at 
all. I should love to imagine the whole Universe 
sacrificing itself to save the life of one single worm. 
That would be beautiful. But your argument is not 
beautiful at all. No Hindu would ever use it for a 
moment. The whole Jaina religion would revolt 
against it. Buddhism would utterly repudiate it. 
And it is not Christian, either! ". 

I have mentioned this simple instance not mere
ly to show his quiet sudden surprises in argument but 
because it contains in a small compass his own funda· 
mental teaching concerning the poor. In contrast 
with this, it was seriously argued at a recent meeting 
in Calct:tta by a group of ardent nationalists who 

7 
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were present, that the fate of the few thousand 
refugees in the cholera camp at Chandpur, whQm I 
mentioned in my second letter, ought not to stand in 
the way of a general railway and steamship strike, if 
it could be brought to pass. A few thousand coolies 
might be sacrificed if India's 32o,ooo,ooo could ob.. 
tain Swara/ya. Remembering Mahatma Gandhi's 
argument outside Pretoria, I told the story of it to the 
meetivg. So long, I said, as the whole of India was 
ready to sacrifice itself for a few thousand poor 
people, the act was glorious. But if this doctrine 
were reversed, then the high spiritual standard. of 
Mahatma Gandhi would be left behind, and there 
would be nothing glorious at all. The audience at 
once responded to this ideal. They could not resist 
its power. 

This brings me to the final point of these long 
letters. The main indictment, which •the Non-Co
operation movement is bringing against the system of 
administration now predominant in India is tbis
t be system more and more terribly oppresses the 
poor. It crushes the poor. It tyrannises over the 
poor. The burden of the oppression is growing more 
and more immense and the system is too hard and 
wooden and impervious for any vital change to tate 
place in it as it now stands. 

There was a time \V hen the Governmtnt of 
India was truly called the Protector of the Poor. It 
wa.s the noblest title it could bear ,-far greatu than 
tbt of Kai.ser·i-Hind, or any such pomposity. But 
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this noblest title of all has been lost. The poor on 
every hand are crying out under oppression. 

This is a terrible indictment. And though I have 
struggled for many years to disbelieve it, I am daily 
becoming more certain that it is not to be cast aside 
as untrue. Let me give one single example from an 
'Open Letter to the Viceroy' by Mr. S. B. Stokes of 
Kotgarh. It relates to things happenning among the 
villagers on the Hindustan-Tibet Road within four
teen miles of the Viceregal Lodge of Simla. It refers 
to one of the greatest of all oppressions which the 
Government of India have gone on tacitly conniving 
at, year after year knowing well what was happening 
to the poor people. ,Mr. Stokes writes to the Viceroy: 
"I ltft the Viceregal Lodge inspired by a hope that a 
matter so near to Simla would soon receive your 
attention, and returned to my house at Kotgarh to 
spend some weeks on my back in bed by the doctor's 
ord.::rs. But I was aroused from this feeling of 
security, to find that repressive measures were being 
taken against my comrades at the very first stage on 
the road from Simla. Some had been arrested, for 
attt:mpting to educate public opinion against. the 
oppression and injustice, which had turned them into 
sla.\'es. Otha-s were being fined heavily; others 
were being brow-beaten and terrorised. I o.rne to 
Fas-u, in spite of my ill-health, to find the stage full 
of the Simla Police; the people cowed i their l~ders 
hand-cuffed. Munshi Kapur Singh had bten arrested, 
because he was engaged in getting the people to sign 
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a representation, in which they stated their refusal in 
·future to give certain forms of forced labour, so unjust 
in their nature that a description of them should have 
aroused the hot indignation of every true English
man. I can see now but one path of honour. Tre 
?1lust refuse co-operation, until .fustice has been done." 
(The Italics are mine). 

Mr. Stokes is an American, who naturalised 
himself as a British subject during the War, in order 
that he might help Great Britain in her hour of 
danger. He served with distinction by recruiting 
soldiers for the army ·from these very hills. His 
instincts, from the very first, have been on the side 
of co-operation, and he bas struggled long to co
operate. But he bas been driven, by the oppression of 
the poor which he has seen, to declare at last : " We 
must refuse to eo-cperate, until .fustice has been 
don B." 

Even if, in this one case, a tardy justice is 
accomplished owing toUr. Stokes's own persistence 
and his immediate nearness to the Viceroy of India,
even then, there are still literally hundreds of thou
sands of instances among the 32o,ooo,ooo of Indians, 
where justice is not done: where these same things 
go on, not only unpunished, but actually countenanced 
(yes 1 and even instigated) by subordinate Government 
officials. A statement by Mabatama Gandhi, the 

·importance of which can hardly be over-rated, has 
recently appeared. He is speaking about the liquor 
traffic in India, which in the cause of the sorely 
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tempted poor people. he is doing his very utmost to 
stop. \Vith regard to this and other methods of 
helping the poor to recover from their present 
miserable condition, he writes:-

.. I see nothing wrong in inviting the Moderates 
and the Government to co-operate with us in all that 
we are doing. I see nothing wrong in appealing to 
the Moderates, or even to the Government through 
their authorised channels, to help us, in the Khilafat, 
or in the Punjab matters, or to shut up all the liquor 
shops, or to fill every one of their schools with spin
ning wheels and to prohibit by legislation the import 
of foreign cloth. For if they succeed in doing these 
things, I would cease to think evil Jof; the institution 
they adore or administer. In making my appeal to 
them I have shown a way to partial reinstatement in 
public estimation, and have furnished myself and the 
country with a further effective cause, in the event of 
the failure of the appeal, to demonstrate the jwooden 
natwe of t_?e system." 

Judge for yourself I Are these the words of a 
rnc-re fanatic? Do they seem to you to be the speech 
of a purely negative and d~tructive worker? Are 
these the sentences of one who is merely a politician ? 
Surdy no:politician would give to his opponents such 
an opening as that. But greatly as Lwould wish that 
the Governrntnt would take the opening thus offered 
and co-operate with one who thus shows them the 
way to do so, yet, my own experience tdls me, the 
probabilities are, that in these matters, which affect 
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the very existence of the countless millions of the 
poor, the administration will insist upon carrying out 
its own wooden policy, and will not bend to the desire 
of the common people as they have been so clearly and 
unmistakeably expressed by Mahatma Gandhi. 

P. S.-1 have just read the words of one of the 
very ablest and most cautious of Indian political 
thinkers, the Editor of the Indian Social Reformer. 
He has not adopted the Non-Co-operation platform. 
His words are therefore all the more significant-

" At one time .. he writes," it looked as if the 
British connection · would prove to be the greatest 
formative influence in India's long history1 That 
was when English administrators like Munro conceiv· 
ed their purpose here to be to help India to help 
herself. This type of administrater bas disappeared 
since the early seventies, and the last quarter of a 
century bas seen the progressive increase of the kind 
of Imperialism whose purpose is to help itself by 
making India helpless against its exploiting tendencies • 
••• ••• ••• The degeneration to exploiting Imperialism 
deprives it of its moral authority and it bas had to 
resort increasingly to repressive laws and communal 
preferences. But these treacherous weapons ba ve 
broken in its hands. The policy of utilising Indian 
Muhammadans as a sort of Pretorian guard to ·defend 
the bureaucracy against the political aspirations of 
the educated classes, bas recoiled on its inventors 
with an impact which they will not soon forget. The 
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Repressive Acts have to go because they have not 
only repressed, but have added fuel to the fire 
discontent ......... \Vhatever chances the hybrid Re-
form Scheme, conferring a semblance of power on 
Indian Ministers might have had, have been actually 
obliterated by the fiscal operations of recent years 
illustrative of exploitation as its work. Is it possible 
for Britain in India to purge herself of the exploiting 
spirit and to revert to the pure altruism of her .early 
Empire-builders?" 

Would you compare this ~ost carefully written 
sentence of a strong co-operator with Mahatma 
Gandhi's statement which I have just quoted? It 
should explain to you the universal dissatisfaction in 
India to-day, so utterly different from the , pictures 
given in the English Press. 



The Swadeshi Movement 
--:o:-

SINCE the Swadeshi movement started, it has 
often been.recognized in Magazines and Reviews, 

that even the material object, the purchase of Indian 
goods, will not be accomplished unless the whole 
movement is inspired with a spiritual purpose, True 
Swadeshi is a spirit and there are many of us who 
hope that this spiritual purpose, namely, the achieve· 
ment of national self-consciousness, will become the 
fuller meaning of the word in future and that not only 
will the man who purchases Indian goods be regarded 
as a true Swadeshi, but also the man who breaks 
through denationalizing caste prejudices, who forsakes 
customs which separate Indian from Indian, who 
meets with and treats with his fellow-countrymen on 
equal and brotherly terms. .... 

India at the present time has reached a crisis on 
an infinitely larger scale. She needs the help of each 
one of her children to rescue her from her present 
dangerous pos1tion. • She needs self-devotion and self· 
sacrifice on the lines of brotherhood and humanity, 
whereby every Indian of whatever race or creed is 
regarded always· as a fellow-countryman, never as a 
pariah and an outcast. In the forefront of all eodea· 
vours after Nationalism should be placed the principles 

• Reprin~ from Meun. Nateean'a The Swadeshi Moveme11t: 
VUn111 of EmiMnt l!ldian1 and Eu.ropeanl.' • 
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that unite and endear and attract Indian and Indian, 
man to man. The appeal should be made to these 
motives realizing their irresistible powers when once 
shown forth in action. In the long run slowly and 
silently, great principles work their way and make 
their dfect felt. They carry with them also this 
immense advantage-the progress may be slow, but it 
is permanent, things have not to be undone and there 
is not the heart-breaking experience as the movement 
proceeds, that a new crop of evils is merely taking the 
place cf the old and that no. real deliverance has been 
wrought upon the earth. ' 

Lt:t me explain in detail the last sentence I have 
v.ritten. We long to see India a self-governing 
nation and we appeal to every Indian to help \lS. 

We may base our appeal on many grounds. There 
are selfish motives and ·we may appeal to them. For 
instance there is the most terrible and powerful appeal 
to race-hatred,· a hatred which caneasilybeawakened. 
But with what result? Suppoiie the impossible, 
sup'posc that national, self-government were achieved 
by such an appeal. would it not carry with it such 
a crop of evils that the last state would be worse 
than the first ? The wry strength of race-hatred 
which achieved success would afterwards work ruin. 
The forei;:;ne:r being removed, race-hatred would work 
inward and all the old inter-racial disputes ktwt:tn 
Hindu and Mussulman, Patban and Sikh, and the like 
would begin over again until at last some other 
foreign power would intervene and put an end to 
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them. The appeal to a selfish motive always leaves 
a legacy of selfishness. · 

But there are motives, on the other hand, which 
are altogether subtle and unselfish and which achieves 
altogether permanent results. " There shall never be 
one last good " is not a mere fancy of the poet Brown
ing, but a scientific fact. The good which will never 
be lost in national life is genuine brotherhood and 
sympathy-the actual love of our fellowmen showing 
itself in deeds of social service. If the great primary 
motive, in the struggle for material life be the construe· 
tive power of love and brotherhood, instead of the 
destructive power of race-hatred. if it be the genuine 
,desire to uplift the whole people of India of every 
caste and creed; if it be the genuine longing to see 
submerged and depressed classes of the community 
upraised ; if it be the genuine effort to develop the 
highest and the best in India for the bl!nefit of 
manlcind, then Swadeshi becomes a spiritual principle 
which God Himself will bless, for it will be in the 
line of the divine order of the progress of the world. 
The greatest of all patriots have had this primary 
motive as a passion of the soul. It rings true in every 
line that Mazzini has written. Such men with such 
motives have wrought deliverance in the earth, a 
deliverance which has not fallen back again to decay 
but has remained an inalienable heritage of mankind. 

It is true that in a very large movement there 
will be much, very much, that will not reach this high 
standard, there will be much dross mixed with the 
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pure gold. But I am writing to the more earnest, 
especially to the younger generation of the educated 
classes, who are now forming their ideals, and I long· 
to see the clearest recognition of the primary motive 
of true nation-building-the motive not of prejudice· 
and racial dislike, however great the provocation, the 
motive not of the elevation of one section of the· 
community at the expense of others, but the supreme 
motive of India as a whole and of every Indian as a 
fellow-countryman-the motive of making all human 
life in this fair motherland healthier, happier, nobler, 
sweeter, purer. Here is the goal of Swadeshi. Every· 
effort made on these lines and with this motive must· 
prevail, because it is in the line of the divine order
of the progress of the world. 



National Education 
-:o:---

I wish to come before you as a fellow student, not 
as a teacher and preceptor .. I desire to find out, 

'vith your help, something of what National Edu. 
cation in India really implies. 

More and more, thoughtful men and women in 
India have become aware that the system of Govern· 
ment and Government-aided schools and colleges, 
which has held the field for more than fifty years, 
has failed,-grievously, lamentably, failed. 

I have had my own bitter experience, within that 
system, as a learner and a teacher. For a long time, 
I tried to write and to speak all I could in favour of 
that system, and as a believer in that system ; for I 
started with a strong belief in its efficacy. But little 
by little, I came to understand that, while it did 
much, in certain directions, to unify India and set free 
the mind from superstition, yet politically it led to a 
new form of dependence upon the foreign · ruling 
power and also to the growth bf foreign, not of 
indigenous, culture. Little by little, I came to realise, 
how deadening that atmosphere of political sub. 
servience was to the soul. I saw students, with 
bright intelligent faces, becoming more and more life-

From a apet~eh delivered a\ the Bombay Student.' Conveo\ion. 
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less and inert, appearing more and more lacking in 
initiative and self-reliance. 

It is, indeed, a shame to me. to have to confess. 
to you that, among the hundreds of pupils who have 
come under my care in the ten years that I was. 
working in Delhi, there are very few indeed to-day 
who have fully learnt the qualities which make 
education a living power to transform character and 
which send men out on high adventurous quests. 
\'cry few have acted out in their lives the things that 
they were taught from their books. Very few, alas! 
as far as I can gather, have not sunk back into routine 
work with little initiative behind it. 

Let me give one instance, out of a thousand, to 
show in what political l:x:mdage we have been held 
in India. \Vhen Lala Lajpat Rai was suddenly 
deported, in the year 1907, under an entirely defunft 
Ordinance of I 818, I expressed very strongly indeed 
to my own senior students in St. Stephen's College. 
Dtlhi, what indignation I felt at such high-handed 
acts. This conduct of mine was reported in the 
newspapers, and great exception was taken to it by 
the Punjab Government. On Lala Lajpat Rai's 
rtiLAlse, in November of the same year, I heartily 
tncouraged the students' own desire to illuminate the 
College, and we had a brilliant festival of lamps. for 
acting in this manner. I was definitely told that the 
Government Striously contemplated withdrawing 
their grant from the College. The warning was 
given to me, again and again, that such things were 
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impossible in India. I replied, "How on earth. then, 
can the students live ? How on earth can the 
students breathe?" The reply to these questions was 
as definitely as possible officially declared in the notO· 
rious Risley Circular, which· insisted that teachers 
should not be· permitted to discuss current politics 
with their own pupils. In what I have just said, 
and am about to say, I do not wish to imply that 
Government-aided colleges are an unmixed evil. 
There is much that is noble in them and much that is 
good. But the political subjection and the era ving 
after Government service, as the one end of all educa· 
tion, remain unbroken in their monotonously enervat· 
ing effect. 

I r~member how, one year, there was a strike 
at the M. A. 0. College, Aligarh, on account of the 

·COnduct of some of the European professors. The 
whole College was in a state of suppressed mutiny 
and revolt. One morning, two of the noblest friends 
I have ever had in my life,-Maulvi Nazir Ahmed 
and Munshi Zakaullah,-came to me and asked me, 
with tears in their eyes, to go down ·with them to 
Aligarh in order to help to save the :M. A. 0. 
College from utter disaster. I went down with 
them. Soon after my arrival, a College meeting was 
held. One of the English Professors implo1. t.d me to 
stay in his own bungalow, while he was away at the 
meeting. I could not quite understand his m(;aning 
.but \\·bile I was seated reading a copy of the 
Punch. in an armchair, I heard the tramp of 
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a~med men and found that about fifty military police, 
armed with rifles and bayonets, had surrounded the 
bungalow. This English Professor. had called them 
in, because he had been in fear, that his house would 
be attacked in his absence by his own students! 
Could there possibly be a more demoralising situation 
for a teacher than that? It was equivalent in my 
own mind to a disbelief iri the very education which 
was being imparted. In the days of Mr. Beck, 
there had been a truly noble atmosphere of sympathy 
anJ mutual trust, and a growth of spiritual and 
intellectual freedom in the students' minds, but the 
state of things that I saw on that day was intolerable. 

When we were departing to Delhi, I asked the 
Maulvi Sahib what advice he. had_ been able to give 
to the students, who had been so incensed that they 
had burnt all their furniture and books. He had 
said to me,-111. told them· that they were not free 
men, but slaves. If they were free men, they might 
act as free men; but now, as things were, the only 
thing was for 'them to go back into their slavery." I 
said " Maulvi Sahib, that is a terrible advice." He 
said bitterly,-" Yes, but it is true." · 

In afttr years, I came to know how much truer 
th;1n I supposed at the time, the advice of the Maulvi 
Sahib '.\as. I came to discover in my own mind the 
se:ds of political acquiescence and laissez faire begin
ning to grow up. \Vith all my might, I tried to tear 
thl:m out by the roots. I tried to speak and to act as 
a frte man. But all this only drove me more and 
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more, every day, out of the Government system of 
education. 

I will give one more example in order to show 
what I mean by the political subjection from which 
education has suffered in India, and is still suffering. 
The Vice-Cha~cellor of the Punjab University parti· 
cularly wished for my help on the University Syndi· 
cate for the preparation cf Honours courses. But I 
had not yet been nominated as a Fellow. He sent 
my nam~ up more than once, but for political reasons 
the Lieutenant-Governor, who was also the 
Chancellor, refused to nominate me at the request of 
the Vice-Chancellor. He prostituted his educational 
position, as Chancellor, in order to effect a political 
object. This degradation of education has gone on 
throughout the length and breadth of India, and as 
long as Government grants are taken it :will continue. 

At last after many struggles in my own mind 
and many breakings of ties of old friendship and 
associations, I determined to be free. I felt that true 
education could only proc~:ed in an atmosphae of 
pure and joyous freedom, which would give creative 
energy to the mind and spirit. I came to Bolpur, and 
I have been at Shantiniketan for nearly seven 
years, unrestricted by any Government restraints 
and unhampered by Govemmt!nt doles and grants. 
The only nuisance, which I cannot get rid of, is the 
ubiquitous and perpetual espionage of the C. l. D. I I 
have found these light-fingered gentry prying into my 
private correspondence when at Delhi; I have found 
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them even ~uborning ~·bribing . ·our:· · O\\fD~- students. 
to spyt upon . me . and upoo their fellow~ 'Urider
~uat~ - . · ·• 

• · , .. Even the peace
1 

oE S~antinike~an: ·.is · :~et.ime$ 
1listurb¢ by their presence. ··: An~ wh~ .J go abr~ 
1 am still ofteD shadowed like .• couunon thief or pick~ 
~t. . . But this price · .is . 5!Uall .; and · insiinificani' 
to pay in return for the ~eclous • h:~itagd Of. ~opi 
itself. which J haye found al l3Glput. in such an· over~ 
Jlowing measure. . · .. . 
. I e:annot tell you, ~ref~~ _wi~h jvh,at joy~ ha~e 
welcomed · the new' Nation;!.{ movement on-itS . ton~ 
~tructive si4e, ' when ~ it . came ' ·boldly .~· up ': tO .' theSe 
eolleg~ in bondage a.11d said tO .tlieril ·~ Be free t .. _- I 
&I!, not a 'politiciaD, and I' have pever tak~ a~~vo 
part in any National Congress', but, ;iS aQ 11rdent.£4u • 
.cationis~. I ~D wish "Cod speed •• with all . iny heart 
to this new eonstructive e~us{asln which . · ~ . ~dy 
raking up QeW schools and. c:OUeges; tD.aking- them 
self-depen~ self~goverillng · ·and eotireJy free . from 
aU Govt!fDJllent control. ., God ~peed ".be w~tb ·every 
such endeavour! Such iuny heart-Celt prayero'. · ... 

.. I tum to one fuither aspect· .of national educa. 
tion in India. It is on this and this alorie, that I shall 
have time to· dwell DQW~ ! For I can.ollly ·touch one . 
other side of a many-sided subject. · '!'he Jrue edw:a~ 
tioo of ancient India, 

1 
in the tirne of her highest · 

aspirations, was not given amid the paraphernalia o1 . 
great ugly huild.ings and cum~ furniture, ~t· 
q fabulOus SUJDS of ruaney, but in the natural &chool 

I . 
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rooms of the forest ashrams underneath the shady 
trees and in thatched mud cottages, Outwardly, 
there was every sign of poverty. But inwardly1 there 
were reached, in those very forest schools, some of 
the highest flights of human thought to which man· 
kind has ever. attained. The ideal of the Brahma
chari Ashram, the ideal of the forest hermitage, is not 
a dead ideal of the past. It is the very secret, so I 
fervently believe, of India's tree national greatness in 
education. ·It is the . secret which must be learnt 
afresh in the days of freedom which are now dawn· 
ing. 

\Ve must revive this ideal of simplicity which 
has been snatched away from us. The \Vest has 
brought in the place a vulgar ideal,-the ideal of big· 
ness, the ideal of power. That is not the ancient ideal, 
either of India, or China, or Japan. Believe me,-
1 speak as a convert in this, who has been ~onverted 
from this false religion of material Europe, this 
worship of bigness and power. Believe me, 
Europe herself and America also, will each in turn 
have to bow their beads and become humble as little 
children, if they desire to enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven of Learning in all its beauty and truth. 

If you have followed the course of history, if you 
have traced the beginnings of each and all of those 
religious movements which have left their mark 
upon Indian history, one by one, in turn, you will find 
this striking fact. It was in the ages of deepest 
poverty and sacrifice and renunciation, that ·the torch 
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of learning burnt brightest through the night of 
• human darkness. 

It was in the pure simple renunciation of the 
forest life, that the eternal truths of the Upanishads 
were given to mankind. Later on, it was in those 
Buddhist monasteries of Nalanda and Takshasila 
and countless other places, that the priceless ethical 
wisdom of Ancient India was lived and studied and 
taught. 

It we come later down the stream of history to 
Islam, we find again the same thing. What period 
in Islam is more glorious, in its living truth, than the 
days of the Prophet himself and of Abu Bakr, and 
the earliest Mussulman believers, when they were 
living as one brotherhood of love amid the barest out. 
ward poverty of the Arabian desert! 

Again,-to turn for one moment to the West,
the Dark Ages of Europe themselves were illuminat
ed by the learned saintly monks of the Benedictine 
and Cistercian Orders, who worked and studied and 
prayed, in utter poverty and renunciation. And this 
same truth was made manifest in the Franciscan 
Movement. St. Francis of Assisi took Poverty as 
his bride, following the example of Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was the poorest of the poor and had not where 
to lay his head. Out of this movement of religious 
poverty sprang one of the greatest revivals of learning 
that the world has ever seen. I myself owe all the 
education I have received to a Franciscan college, 
at Cambridge, whose first walls were made of mud 
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and wattle, and whose first teachers were twelve 
disciples of Francis of Assisi, the saint who followed 
Christ in the spirit of utter poverty. 

The lesson is true to-day,-true in the very 
midst of "big business," mammoth;ndustries, million
aire capitalism,. which flaunt themselves unasham· 
edly side by side with sweated misery and vice and 
crime,-the lesson is true to-day that in simplicity 
alone, can national education, in India, be truly 
founded. The Brahmachari Ashram, in its ideal of 
poverty and renunciation, must be restored if our 
learning to-day in India is to be worthy of the source 
from whence it sprang. 

These then are some ·of the lessons I have been 
learning, as a student, at Shantiniketan. These are 
things that I have been finding out through my 
own personal experience. It is these lessons of pure 
freedom, pure simplicity; pure renunciation, which I 
long, with all of you, my fellow-students, to see once 
more restored to the ~Iotherland. 

Ban,:Zs Mataram ! 



The Drink Evil. 
-:o:-

1 have just come across this most apposite state..: 
ment, quoted by the Indian Witness of Lucknow 
from the speech of Lord Chesterfield in the House of 
Lords, in I 7 4 3, against the British Excise and License 
Revenue derived from intoxicating drink. It reads as 
follows:-

" Luxury, my lords, is to be taxed, but vice must be prohi· 
bited. Let the difficulties in executing the law be what they 
will. Will you lay a tax ou the breach of the Commandments? 
Would not such a tax be wicked and scandalous, because it 
would imply an indulgence to all those who would pay the tax? 
This Bill (t.o license liquor shops for the sake of revenue) contains 
the conditions on which the people are to be allowed hence• 
forth to riot in debauchery, licensed by law and countenanced 
by magi~trates. For, there i1 no doubt, but those in authority 
w 11l !Je dire.,ted by their masters to assist in their design tG 
encourage the consumption of that liquor, from which such 
large revenues are expected. 

"When 1 consider, my Lords, the tendency of the Bill, I 
find it only for the propagation of disease, the suppression of 
industry, and the destruction of mankind. I find it the most 
f11tal engine that was evPr pointed at a people-an engine, by 
'WI'hich all those who are not killed will be disabled, and those 
who preserve their witl will be deprived of their senses." 

Lord Chesterfield was no Puritan, his own morals 
Were not high, if jud~ed by the Christian standard. 
But this licensing of gin shops, for the sake of revenue, 
was too much for him. With remarkable precision, 
he then pointed out txactly what would happen, if a 
Bill were passed in England. The authorities, he 
said, were bound to endeavour ·to ipcrease the 
revenue. In this way, they would promote the 
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liquor-traffic itself, and become panderers to vice. We 
know for certain this has happened in England. We 
know, also, that England has imported this evil into 
India, and that the British ~mpire in India has been 
built up, with liqu'Jr-traffic as one of its financial 
foundations and· with opium-traffic as another. So 
true is this that the argument openly used in the 
Behar Legislative Assembly by the Executive .Mem· 
bers of the Council was, in so many words that the 
Government could not be carried on without its 
• drink' revenue. 

In the Government of India Legislative Assembly, 
the answer given by Sir William Vincent was more 
non-committal than that given in Behar. When the 
question was asked, 

.. Ia there any truth in the allegation, that men have been 
prosecuted for preaching temperance ?" 

Sir 'Villiam instantly replied :-
• "Certainly not I Government has never opposed anyone 

advocating tho! cause of tempera!Jce only. When violence ia 
used then persons are prosecuted." 

This is all very well as a copy-book maxim. But 
when the Government of India make a profit each 
year of I 7 crores of rupees out of its licensing and 
excise for 'liquors and drugs,' and when Government 
has a special department, whose sole interest it is to 
collect this revenue, and when promotion in this 
Service depends largely on the effectiveness of revenue 
collection, is it not certain that what Lord Chester-· 
field predicted will happen? Is it not certain that, 
" those in authority will be directed by their mlSters 
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to assist in their design to encourage the consumption 
of that liquor, from which such large reyenues are 
e:.,.pected" ? 

Again, if this is the actual position and standing 
cf Government officials as collectors of revenue from 
drink and drugs; if their profession is of such cha· 
racter that promotion depends upon effective collec
tion, then, is it not a foregone conclusion (human 
nature being what it is) that tltese officials will endea• 
vour to the utmost of their power to prevent forcibly 
voluntary temperance workers, who wish to reclaim 
drunkards, from carrying on their beneficent work 2 
What is easier than to trump up a charge of violence 
or intimidation against them, and have them stopped 
or imprisoned by Ia w ? 

Bcl'ore coming out to India, when I was quite 
young, I lived among the very poor for many years 
in Sunderland and in South-East London. My room 
in which I lived and slept, was in their midst and I 
knew everything that was going around me. I have 
no hesitation in saying that five-sixths of the misery, 
the destitution, the crime, the sickness, and c:ven 
infantile mortality, which I thus saw with my own 
eyes, was due to intemperance. This intemperance 
was being fostered by the all-powerful licensed Victu· 
alkrs' Trade, which was carried on under the direct 
license of the·Dritish Government, and with an yearly 
profit to Govanmt:.nt that ran into more than a 
hundred milliun pounds stc:rling, even in my own 
recollection of nearly thirty years ago. 
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Those sights, which I saw then-nay, those 
sights which I lit•ea among them-have been branded 
on my memory for all time. They can never be 
effaced I The horror of them can never be forgotten 
as long as I live-never ! Only those who know the 
drunkenness of the slums of London can understand 
what I have described. In India during these later 
years of my life, since I landed at Bombay in March, 
I go I, I have seen a steady increase of intemperance in 
almost every part of the country, which I have 
visited. When I first came out, I wrote in one of my 
books, "I have never once see~\. in the streets an 
Indian drunkard" I Alas! I could not write this tQoo 
day. I have seen drunkenness wide-spread in 
Pera.mbur, among the Madras labourers, it Wa5 not 
an uncommon sight in Bombay. I have seen it al5o 
in Calcutta. And I have witnessed the same miser· 
able spectacle in the country-districts, also-men 
intoxicated with country liquor. I have seen Indian 
women intoxicated also. Still further, in this very 
district where I live, in Bengal, the whcle country· 
side has deteriorated, owing to two m1in causes, 
(i) malaria, and (ii) the drink and drug habit, which 
has been steadily and insidiously increasing. 

Our student ,\·orkers have been making a noble 
effort to get the villagers to gh·e up intoxicants. The 
people have now abandoned drink in large numbers, 
and license-holders of liquor-shops under GovE.:rnment, 
have approached me and asked me whether they can 
throw up their licenses as they do not wish to go on 



THE DRINK EVIL 121 

any longer with the drink-traffic. The question is. 
now going to be put to the licensing authorities them· 
selves, whether they are ready to allow licenses to be 
cancelled ; we shall find , out how far Sir \Villiam, 
Vincent's maxim holds good, when he said; 

"Certainly not. Government have never opposed 
anyone advocating the cause of temperance only". 

Will Government oppose these repentant liquor 
\'endors? 

P.S.-
The following quotation from The World and' 

New Disp6nsation seems to sum up the whole matter. 
It writes: 11 The majority of Hindus are teetotallers 
by nature, and to the true Moslem religious instruc
tion notes drink haram. Shall not, then, Hindus and 
Moslems join hands in forcing the Government to 
abolish the excise altogether ? ... Now that the country 
as a whole is working towards this end. let us concen
trate our efforts, and push forward the work through 
chosen bands of workers. Bthold the Light of Heaven 
in the country to-day I Behold the Spirit of God, 
walking and working among' the people". 



'The Opium Trade of India 
--:o:-

IN certain respects, the ' drug 'evil is more insidious 
. and underground in its nature, than the ' drink • 
evil. For it 'can be indulged in more secretly, 
and it often acts more cruelly. Also, there is this 
further most important fact to remember, that the 
most iniquitous part of the whole traffic is not in 
India itself (though the opium habit is increasing in 
India with terrible rapidity), its deadliest effects take 
place in foreign countries, such as China, to which 
the Indian opium finds its way. 

Opium . is grown in India under Government 
supervision. It is sold by auction, by the Indian 
Government, for use abroad. It is shipped to foreign 
lands with the direct certainty that it will debauch 
millions of other people outside India. And all the 
time, this Government Opium Monopoly (which brings 
into the Government of India Exchequer from 
£2,ooo,ooo to £3,ooo,ooo each year) is so out of 
sight, so secret, so silent, that the Indian public knows 
nothing about it. Herein lies the real danger. For 
things, that do not come into the light of publicity, 
are always the most dangerously prone to produce 
gross abuses. Owing to this secrecy, the immorality 
-of this e.-xport opium trade from India, which leads 
.directly to the poisoning of other nations, is apt to be 
·Overlooked. An immense sum of revenue money is 

• The India~~ Review, September 1921. 
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taken from it and employed, by the Government of 
India, in order to obtain more guns, more munitions 
of war, t:tc., and so the vicious circle of evil is made 
complete. The question, where this opium revenue 
comes from, is never asked. Yet, it is just this 
qu0.=tion, which we must ask, insistently, if the evil 
is to be overcome, if the national conscience is to be 
purified, and if India is not to be a cun,eto the Far East. 

For more than a hundred years, this Indian 
revenue from the opium poison has been collected. · 
Its profits have been spent in India. Only the merest 
fraction of this money has been obtained by the 
legitimate s3.1e of opium for strictly medicinal purposes. 
During by far the greater portion of this period of a 
century, this 'export' opium has actually been forced · 
on China, at the point of the bay~net. Even to·day, 
lifter all the promises and pledges, given both in Parlia
ment and at International Conventions, the fact has 
been plainly revealed, that the Indian Government is 
still conni,·ing at its entry into China by tortuous chan
ntis, when a single act of closing down the greater 
part of opium production as a whole in India and 
strictly confining its growth for medicinal uses only, 
could !>top the whole shameful thing in a few months. 
For lndiJ. is th~ chief place, where opium is grown 
and packc:J and exported. 

The fact cannot be repeated too often, that, at 
the. Hague Convention, the representatives of the 
Briti:>h Government on bth3.1f of India signed the 
Iolluwing document:-



THE INDIAN PROBLE~I 

. "The Articles of the present Convention, if notified by Hilt 
Bnta~~ic Majesty's Government, shall apply to the Governments 
of Br1t1sh India, Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, Hongkon~r 
and W ei-Hai-Wei, in every respect in the same way as they 
shall apply to the United Kingdom and Ireland." 

There can be hardly any mistaking such words 
as these. They declare emphatically that the United 
Kingdom and 'Ireland and India and the British 
Colonies of the Far East shall all be under the same 
rules and regulations, as f:lr as the sale of opium is 
concerned. It would seem as though there W.tld be 
no other interpretation of the \Vords 'in every respect' 
in the above passage. But, when put to the practical 
test, the failure of this Hague document is proved 
complete. For, in the United Kingdom and Ireland, 
a ' Dangerous Drugs Act ' has actually been passed, 
which restricts thesaJe of opium to medicinal purposes, 
-indeed, this Act has become the common bw of 
the land in Great Britain and Ireland. But when 
we ask the question, " does the • Dangerous Drugs 
Act' apply to India?" we are officially told that it 
does not. ''Does it apply to Ceylon? ''-No! "To 
Hongkong and \Vei-Hai·\Vei? "-No. ''To the 
Straits Settlements? "-No, certainly not. The 
reason why it is not made to apply to all these 
places according to the Convention, is not sbted; but 
the simple truth is that India, Hongkong, Sin;;aporc, 
etc. make an immense revenue out of opiur:1 said, 
and they are determined to help that revenue t:) the 
last possible moment. 

And yet we are told, in this very s.:un~ docu
ment, (which was supposed to be the world's d:arter 
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for hu';;lanity's reiease from the drug of opium), that 
the opium articles of the Hague Convention 'should 
apply, in every respect, to British· India as to the 
United Kingdom and Ireland! 

The answer of the British Government in India 
has f.itherto been, that, in India itself, the consump· 
tion of opium is not really 'abused.' It is argued; 
that, even though opium is eaten as a drug, it is not 
eaten in quantities -large enough to do any actual 
harm. Let us take that answer, and test it by actual 
bets. In the Calcutta newspaper called ' Capital,' 
an Assam correspondent has written an account con
cerning the smoking of opium in Assam, the effects of 
\rhich he had studied at first hand,-

.. Sioce 1903," he writes, ''the consumption of npium as a 
drup: has been steadily increasing. Though the price is much 
),i.;t.er now, the victims pay the price freely, at the cost of com
fort and the bare necessities of life. They are fully aware, that 
tLey 11re iu the grip of a. most d~a.dly poison, from which they 
c ~ r; 'Wt get free, even if they wish to do so. But they would 
wt>krm:.e 11ny measure that would at least get their ci4ildren 
free frvm it ...... There is no meanness, no humiliation, which a. 
rH·edy opium eater will refuse to stoop to, in order to get a dose 
uf the drug.'' 

At the: vuy time, that this pathetic description 
wa;; givEn at first hand, concerning the things that 
w, r~.: LJ.ppcning in AssJ.m, the Se:cretary of State for 
bdia was engaged in a correspondence with the 
'Cdiu:JJq;h Anti-Opium Committee,-a Committee, 
wh:d1 w.1s ~p~.:cially forme:d for promoting the c..bjects 
of tb: IIa;;;1e Inttrnational Opium Convtntion. ~Ir. 

~!vnt1_;u \\'rGt~.:, throu;;h his Secretary, as fvllows :-
•. ~.fr. ~.f,•nb.,:u L1kes strong !"XCI'ption to the 1tatemeot 

mad,~ b)· yvcrr Cumm:ttee tllat the ILtlasures lidopted by the 
Uo~erou.eut d l:..~,J ;.ra l!y no mean~ iu cuust•nau..:e wn4 tLe 
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1pirit of th& Hague Opium Convention ...... The. Gov&rnment of 
India 'dO not admit that the opium used in India, or 'exported, 
is ~abused' ...... The Dangerous Drugs Bill does not apply to 
India : ..•• .It is believed, that no alteration will be necessary in 
order to bring the laws, rules and procedure into exact conform· 
ity with the provisions of the Hague Convention, as the Indian 
law ancl practice have for years been in accord with the princi~ 
pies of that Convention," 

It is a subtle irony, that only a few months after 
this letter was written by the Secretary of State 
for India, the Assam Legislative Council decided, 
on its own initiative, by an overwhelming majority, 
that the' sale of opium in Assam must be prohibit
ed, because of its terrible abuse; that the Jaw. 
rules and procedure in that province of India, 
must be drastically altered, in the very same direc.tion 
that the law, rules and procedure in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland had been altered, 1:iz., so as to 
make the sale of Indian opium strictly confined to 
medicinal purposes only. 

But the Secretary of State's letter, concerning 
Indian opium, is, if I. may say so in writing, even 
more shameless still in another direction. Its 
ignorance, whether wilful or assumed, about the 
'export ' trade is monumental. It refuses to admit 
that the • export ' opium,--i. e., the opium which 
is grown in India and exported abroad (chiefly tJ 

the Far East) is abused. On this point, a con· 
vincing indictment has been drawn up against th£ 
British Government. It bas been published by MiS~ 
La Motte, of America, in her book, called 'Tb• 
Opium Monopoly! It would be quite impo,:;sible, a 
the end of thi.:; article, to give in full the evider..c• 
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which Miss La Motte has collected, from Gov~roment 
Blue Books and Statistics,-evidence which ~oves, 
up to the hilt, the fact that the Indian opium, which 
is exported abroad, corrupts and debtuches the 
Eastern peoples, and yet is knowingly sold, both by 
the Indian Governmtnt and by Colonial Governments 
in the Far East, in quantities which exceed a hundred 
or even a thousandfold the medical requirements. 
To give one example only, the Government of. 
India have quite recently received a five-year agree
ment to supply ro chests of opium a month, (from 
January I 8th, I g2 I) to the tiny Colony of Hong kong, 
which lies at the very door of China. This means, 
that the Indian Government will continue to export 
I s,6oo lbs. of opium, every year, to Hoogkong, when 
ten or a dozen pounds would be more than ample for 
all purely medicinal requirements. All the rest 
represents the sale of opium, as a drug, to be smoked, 
which the Hague Convention, as clearly as possible,. 
declared to be an ' abuse.' 

The same facts as these could be told about the 
t.xport of Ind:an opium to Bangkok, to Singapore, to 
Shanghai, to Saigon, to Batavia, to Macao, to 
Mauritius. And yet the Secretary of State for India 
grows indignant at the mere thought, that the 
' export ' opium, which is sent from India and is 
grown in India, could be • abused 'I 

The time has clearly come for the whole of the 
Indian pc:opl(! to rise up together against this hate:ful 
traflic, whether inside Brit~h India, or for the purpose 
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of export abroad. The only safe rule to be followed, 
by any people that wishes to protect its nationals, is 
to restrict the manufacture and the sale of opium, 
strictly to the medicinal.needs of each country. If 
this vvere done, .. then a couple of hundred chests of 
opium, at the outside, would be more than sufficient 
for the medicin:1l need:; of the whole of India, instead 
of the S,ooo chests, which are consumed at present. 
Furthermore, \Vith regard to ' export ' opium, for sales 
abroad, probably five hundred chests could be the 
outside limit required, for strictly medicinal purposes. 
This \vould reduce the opium traffic, as hr as India 
is concerned, almost to nothing. The inland revenue, 
that would be forfeited owing to the loss of sales in 
India, would be more than compensated for by the 
greatly improved health of the Indian people. The 
revenue from • export ' opium would be more than 
compensated for by the genuine bonds of friendship 
that would at once be linked up between China and 
India,-a friendship which might have far-reaching 
consequences for the future history of the world. 

Let me repeat in conclusion,-what is needc·d 
in this matter is a great act of national self-purifica· 
tion, and the times are ripe for such an act. 



Untouchability. 
--:o:--

I 
THE UNTOUCHABLES OF MALABAR 

AddreEs·ing a ,,tass tneeting at Madra~t on the 15th, 
Ft: bru.ary 1 !J22, Mr. Andrews recounted his expen· 
t>nce11 in Malabar, 'IJ:hither he had 9one to investi
gate the after effects of the Muplak rebellion. He 
pLaded o.bot·e all for unity ar,wng all classea of pc3<Jpl~, 
irrupedire of religioua dijf~;;rences, and concluded:-

Thae is another disunion in Malabar and Cochin 
and Travancore that I saw with mine own eyes and I 
was pained at that to my very heart for I know Mahat
maji would agonise for it if he saw it as I saw it. It 
was the disunion between-what shall I call them
the upper classes and the lower-to use a stock phrase 
-bttwetn the high caste and the low caste, between 
the untouchable and the touchable- how horrible all 
thLse words are even to utter them, for they all show 
the canctr, the disease at the heart, the disease which 
tLlls us that brothtr cannot mett with brother and 
sistLr with sistl.r. I have bten with the Pulaya~, the 
Chlrumas and cth(;rs who are called by the name 
untouch::ttle. I have sct:n with mine eyes their mi.stry. 
I have St eJ the WlY they live and, bdit\'e me, thtre is 
r.o d:fferLnce htwt..::n llntuuchability in India and 
ll ntoucha bilit y 1Ao Africa. 

I 
9 
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II 
COMPASSION ON THE MULTITUDE 

Mr. .Andrews preached a sermon bPfore a crou:ded 
~udienc9 at the Danish Jiis8ion Church, Madras. on 
Sunday the 8th. Odober 11J.22. The text of the sermon 
was the 1{•ell-known saying rf Jesus, "I hat·e Compas
sion on the Multitude," 

I wish to speak to-day in this church on one word 
which was uttered exactly 2,ooo years ago in Palestine 
by Jesus Christ himself. It is this: "I have compassion . 
on the multitude. I have come with c-ompassion on 
the multitude." The scene was a memorable one. 
Christ had come away from the wretched cities, He 
had come to the country-side where all the poor 
peasants were wrecked by the Roman government 
and its officers and ground down in terrible poverty, 
as you know from history. These depressed peasants 
of Galilee came flocking to him-the villagers-not 
the townspeople. but the villagers. They came flock
ing to him in thousands upon thousands. '* "" * 
And then He.turned to his disciples and said the words 
of my text • ., I have compassion on the multitude. 
For they are the sheep having no shepherd.'' That 
is my text. Christ pitied the poor. He had compas. 
sion for the multitude as sheep~ having no shepherd, 
with no one to help them. But Christ comes and 
says, .. I have compassion-compassion on the 
multitude." 

I have seen in many parts of the world that mul· 
titude which Christ had compassion uron. I bare seeo 
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a broad, your fellow countrymen there, ground down 
in terrible poverty and misery and wretchedness in the 
sugar plantations, sinking lower and lower in depths 
of degradation with no one to help them, not a single 
one to help them at all. And I have seen again in 
Fiji your countrymen there. The Tamiiians and the 
Tdu,gus as well as Hindustanis have gone to Fiji 
and they are working in the sugar plantations. To~ 

day they are suffering with want, their wages reduced 
below the level of subsistence according to government 
report. There are living in misery and there is no one 
to help them. Not one at all, not a single one to give 
them the help they need, the compassion they need. 
Christ feels for them and his heart is torn and be says, 
" I have comp1ssion on the multitude." I have seen 
also here, in your own province, the tnultitude. 
I saw only three days ago a sight which filled my 
heart with sadness. We went out to a village in the 
Madras Presidency and there was to be a welcome 
to the great poet and I went a little before 
the poet and there in · the village there were the 
villagers and others with all preparations to meet 
the poet and then in another place a way from 
them were some wretched poverty-stricken half. 
naked, men, women and little children and I !>aid, 
' 4 Who are these? •• They said, "These are 
Panchamas." I went to love them and they ran 
away. They actually began to run away in fear of 
me and it broke my heart to see the fe.ar towards me. 
And then I tr{d one of them to tdl them not to run 

\ 
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but to come nearer and I went to them with love to 

embrace them and though I could not speak to them 
in words they knew I loved them in heart. They 
were kept away in the background. They had no 
place in the welcome of the poet and I pitied them 
with all my heart and then some one of them at a 
distance asked them by a sign to prostrate themselves 
and they fell down and rubbed their heads in the 
dust. That was the sight that .filled my heart with 
pity. 

Then again early this year as many of you 
know, I spent many weeks in Malabar, trying to help
in the great Moplah relief and the distress in that part 
and I went on from there into Travancore. There in 
Travancore and in Malabar itself I saw again the 
Cherumas, the Pancbamas and others that wue even 
more outcastes than any other to-day. And I 
remember ·one day when near Kottayam J,ooo of 
these Panchamas came together to meet me. All the 
misery, all the poverty, all the destitution I saw 
among them ! And then when I went into their midst 
they all began to fall at my feet and prostrate them· 
selves in their utmost state of misery. I remembered 
when that scene took place there a similar scene. 1 
had witnessed in Fiji only some years ago, when one 
morning at about 5 o'clock just as I came out from 
my meditation I focnd outside the bouse sitting fifty 
Tamil la.bourers who had walked all through the 
night fifteen miles in darkness. They came there to 
tell me how they had been beaten, and bow they had 
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been treated, and when just as the moro.ing light was 
dawning I came outside I saw them with misery 
written on their faces, and my heart ached when I 
saw them. It is just the sight I saw there near 
Kottayam, the misery of those poor multitude as sheep 
having no shepherd. 

And when I was asked to speak in the Church 
this morning, and as I thought over again what I 
should say to you in Madras there is only one thing I 
want to say and I believe I could say in Madras that 
which so deeply stirred my beart..:....and that is this: 
" I have compassion on the multitudes." That is 
what Christ said. That is what Buddha said before. • 
Christ has the same word to give to you which your 
own Buddha gave centuries and centuries ago. It is 
a vuy simple word. It needs a tender heart. It 
needs a heart which can believe and shed tears of 
agony. And Mahatmaji in jail. 0! how his heart 
blt::d, how often he spoke to me a. bout this very thing, 
how often has he said that if he could do he would 
sacrifice to this one thing, "I have compassion upon 
the multitude." Is there not some one in this 
Church who could take this up, live among them, live 
the whole of their lives among them? Be a Panchama, 
fed tht:ir :suffaings and touch them, Would )'C''.l pa::i5 
by on the other side and ltad the life of the Pharisee, 
the prie:>t, and say "' I am holy and you are an 
untouchable!, gtt away from me. The Nayadis of 
Malabar cannot even get within a furlong of humanity. 
TLey are not t:len allowed to live within a furlong. I 

I 
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was going along through the same country ofTravan
'core and I suddenly heard a cry and I saw a poor, 
'vretched creature, naked, poverty-stricken, filthy, 
emaciated, putting his hands in his ·mouth, begging 
for food. What a misery it was! I went to a Cheruma 
bouse and saw the poor children and others in a 
horrible condition. These are the things which are 
happening close to your door in Madras as you know. 
There is nothing in the world more than to live with 
these people, Nothing, I say, surely. If I can see 
my way to give up other duties bow I wish I could 
do it. Why cannot some o( you do that? Remember, 
this is no question of Hindus alone. Our Christians 
in Travancore have their untouchability. It is to my 
shame as a Christian that I mention that. Though 
they are trying their utmost to remove it just as the 
Hindus are trying towards that, yet, it is true among 
the common people there is still the fear of pollution 
even as there is here among Hindus. What I ask you 
this morning is not anything that has any other object 
in it at all except pure humanity. I· ask you ash uman 
beings not as Hindus, not as Christians, not as 

Muhammadans, but as human beings as men that are 
buma:n beings; cannot you young men of Madras, 
cannot you who are still young, who still have your 
life before you and wish to give yourselves up to your 
country, cannot you remove the burden. ? You should 
not leak about it, not speak about it, b~.:t you have 
to do it whatever might be your rt;ligion. * * • 

• • • • 
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III 
THE COLOUR BAR 

" The Dawn of a ltiuc .A 9e" ti:aa the ~u~ject of 
an instrucUte discourse by Mr • .Andrews before a 
large gatheritlg at the College Ball, Ernakulam on 
the 18th. Rov. ,1922. Mr • .Andrews began 1£,:{}., a 
rcrieu of man's conqutJst oter 'wture and the rapid. 
o.dt:ancen~ent in the realm of mo.terial sdence. 
Proceeding to discuss the ~>p'iritual side of man he 
/iaid that th• tarri.ers have not been O'l:ercome. 

You must know how Indians are treated abroad 
by the white races, how they are segregated and how· 
they are made untouchables. They are as it were, 
Pariahs, among the white races, In Africa wherever 
you go you find that the Indian is separated by an 
awful barrier. It is the same in the southern side 
of North America where the Negro is segregated from 
the white. This is what we call \Vhite Australia 
policy. \Vhite New Zealand policy, the policy of 
reserving the whole continents for the white races. 
I have been to different parts of the world, to South 
Africa and Fiji, with a view to break down segre· 
gat ion, to insist that Indians must have equal ~htus 
with the Europeans, to see that men-Indian, African 
and European-wtre treated on tqual term~, e1ual 
not only in the eyes of Ia w, but in the eyes of 
humanity, of social justice. And for that you know 
the stru~gle has been tremendous though it is not yet 
over. Even to·day in East-Africa and South-Africa 
humanity whjh cries for one:-is being segregated into 
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separate compartments. "We will not allow any one 
to come between us " is the cry of the white races. 
Indians and Africans are kept out of whole areas of 

the globe, so that the white may reserve them to 
themselves .. I have myself seen with my own eyes, 
the bitterness of the lot of the Indiaa or the African 
everywhere. This is the terrible scene of the world 
to-day; and here in India herself, can we lift up our 
heads and say that we are betttr than the Europeans? 
Can we here in India, say yet, that the treatment 
meted out to us by the European is cruel and boast 
that we are treating our own people better? No, we 
cannot, we cannot, not yet, not yet. Mahatma ji 
(applause) pleaded for it. Do not cheer unless you 
are rtady to follow Mahatmaji (loud and continued 
applause.) It is dearest of all to him in this life 
to remove this untouchability. You say you cannot 
do that. Now believe 'me, I have lived with .Mahat· 
maji for months and months in South Africa. There 
in South Africa he was faced with the problem of 
clearing off the ra'cial barriers. He saw that if we 
were to claim our rights as men. we must in the first 
instance grant the same rights to the people of our own 
country, in other words there must be no untoucha· 
bility (Loud applause.) In order that he should not 
be mistaken by any living man or woman, he took 
.into his own hmiiy an untouchable, put her in his 
own house and made her his own daughter. (apphuse) 
If you are ready to do that then cheer, otherwise do not. 
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