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To the Edito'r, The Forward, 

Calcutta.' 

Dear S1r .. 

SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY'S 
BRANCH LIBA~JI\1 

coM3A,.. 

May I seek the hospitahty of your paper to express my' 
appreciation of the stand taken by the' nationalist members of the 
Legislative Assembly against the Public Safety Bill ? The reJection 
by the Assembly of this repressive measure, so carefully prepared 
on the basis of falsified :natenals,' ha.s been a.n ttnexpected b\ow to 
tht! imperialists. In the1r discomfiture, .some Of them seem to have 

I • • 
lost all sense of proportions. For example, the Ttmts' of fttdia 
even on October ~hamelessly repeated the forged legend,, of my 
haviPg mentioned Jawaharlal N~n,as "the hason agent, b'etween 
Moscow and India." Th~t was early/a 111onthafterthemysterious 
letter '>which was supposed lo ve contained that rrference to 
J awaharlal Nehru, h.ad fe~ iptiove to• be, of doubtful authenticity.· 
a month after the H9rie~ecretary had fatled to produce a letter, with 
my s1gnature and a refer nc.e to Jawahatlal Nehru as the " hason 
agent''. N evcrth~less, th Ttmes of India takes resort to thts false 
legerd to prov( Ja.f~arJal Nehru as what he is not- a Communist, 
w1th the purpose of s~itting the forces fightmg for complete national 
indepencJe'ri~by spreadmg germs of false alarm, suspicion a11d 
rni'ltrusJ. I w~e remembered that m the campaign to prepare 
the atm~sph r for the passage of the Publ~c Safety Bill imperialists 
and the1r In an allies conJured np what wreck and ruin Indian 
society \\ould be turned mto by the Communists. .The siren's call 
did not find a responstve ear. But the sinister attempt has not been 
abandoned If p01son dtd not work, persuation should be tned. 
The lT'lddle cia::,~ (though they are not " dumb and helpless " hke 
the masses ) must be saved from the snares o£ Communism in order 
to ~ave Indm for the emp1re. 'Jhe editcnal of the T~mes of Indta 
( Oct. 18 ) was written w1th this purpose. lt appealed to the India~ 
mtddle class to a1d 1mpenahsm in stamping out Communism. Th1s 
1mpudcnt appeal ts sme to fatl, £01 in the first place 1t imphes an 
ins,·lt to those appealed to. It 1rnplies that the m1cldle class intelli .. 
gencta of Ird1a are not capable of Judgmg what is good and what is 
bad for them, and therefore, shou'd accept the-'benevolence guidance 
of Bnt sh tmpenah&m f.or the1r salvatwn. 

The }Jombay mgan of trnpenalisrn would convine the middle 
cJass that "Commumsm 1s an evil movement" whereas "imperialism 
and Bnttsh domination" are mere "bogeys". It indeed has a very 
low <.,pini.on of the mtelhgence of thi<., class, tf it expects to persuade 
1t by such agrmument Suppose the m1ddle class cannot do its own 
thmking. and \\lll be 'mayed th1s way or that dependmg upon the 
< ogcncy and persuas~1vcness of the 1espect1ve arguments advanced. 
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How are the perspectives m that situation ? On the one s1de, 
impenalism appealmg for cooperation to "bnng the ev1l movement 
( of Communism ·) to Impotence", and on the other s1de, the 
Communists offermg the ha11d of comradesh1p in the fight for 
national hberat10n. The impenahst wisacres will be hvirg m the 
fool's paradise, lf they for one moment doubt wh1ch way the middle 
class wlll go. They will surely make umted front w1th the Communists 
(who are the eonsc10us vanguard of the entire workmg class ) m 
the common struggle for pohtical freedom, economic advancement 
and social reinvigoration. They will do so not because they beheve 
in Communtsm. Nor do tae Commumsts expect them to believe m 
Commumsm. There is a broaq platform for them to meet upon
the platform of national revolutiOn. However much they may d1s· 
h.ke Commumsm, the middle class cannot be scared by It Into the 
arms of imperiahsm. That ''·ould be to comm1t su1c1de. If the 
social, treiigious and ctdtural mstltntions of India cannot be saved 
except under the protection of fore1gn Imperialism, then they are 
not worth savmg. St11l, that 1s exactly what the appeal of Imper1ahsm 
-sigmfyt remain my slave-'"'don't be led away by cnes against the 
bogeys of imperiahsm"-and I will defend your rehg1ous, social and 
cultural mshtution against the Hev1l of Commumsm".. And what 
art" the terms offered by the Commumsts ? They are the terms of 
comradeship agamst the common enemy. Foreign dommat10n 
.obstructs the free and normal development of the Indian people m 
every department of hfe Today, m consequence of foreign 
domination, degeneration, decay and sta~nation v1c1ate the entire 
iue of the natlon. If you want a rena1sance of the Indian people, 

- . come, let us jom hands m erradicatmg the malady that eats mto 
"-1.. • ' • 1 ·weir very v1ta s. 

Imperialism knows that the Communist appeal 1s irresistable 
except for those few who can be bnbed with a miserly mess of 
potage. The salvation of the exploited and expropneted middle 
class lies pnmanly IQ. the overthrow ot the•toreign rule, and to work 
out this salvation t~~y must JOm hands With the workmg class. 
D1s11lussioned of other· means of struggle, the middle class are 
groping towards the umted front with the workers and peasants. 
The Communists are takmg the mihahve m the mob1hzatwn of the 
forces of natwnal revolution. ·Ji.ence the anx1ety of impenahsm to 
save the m1ddle class from the snares of Commumsm. 

~ 

Yours truly, 

Moscow, Nov. 12. 1\I. N. Roy. 
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(Address on the Envelope ):--

Bearmg postal marks of "BERLiij S\V, 24 I I 28, ,4-15 11 b." 

The For wac d 

Calcutta 

I n d i a. 

P. 2093 
~ Telegraphic Address. t'GANA VAN I". Calcutta. 

THE WORKERS' AND PEASAijTS' PARTY OF :BENGAL 

Organ 

GANAVANI, 

( Bengah \V eekly ) 

Dear Comrade Sohan Singh, 

2··x, European Asylur.n Lane, 

Calcutta. 26-9-19~8. 

I regret very much to say that the circumstances did not 
allow me to go to Lyalpur. At the present moment we have been 
passmg through a financial cris1s. One of our members Comrade 
Aftab Ah has been hving at Almora for reason of health for some 
tlme pa~t I have wtred him to proceed at once to L) alpur to 
attend the conference. I hope he wlll reach there tn time. We 
have already formed a reception committee for the All-India 
Workers' and Peasants' Party Conferenc~. More we shall let you 
know in future. 

3 

Yours fraternally 

Muzaffar Ahmad. 
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Telegraphic Addrss. "GANA VANI" Calcutta. 

THE WORKERS' AND PEASANTS' PARTY OF BENGAL 

Grgan: 

GANAVANI 

( Bengali Weekly ) 

2··1, European Asylum Lane, 

Calcutta. Sept. 26, 1928 

On behalf of the Workers' and Peasants' Party of Bengal we 
convey our warmest fraternal g1eettngs to the conferen:::e of the 
Workers' and Peasants' Party of the PunJab and wish every success 
for the Conference and the future work of the Party. 

We congratulate our PunJab comrades on the formation of 
the Party and espec1ally for their mihtant magazine "K1rh" and 
the1r courageous propaganda and agitation agamst the war now 
bemg prepared by Bntish lmpenalism against the Sov1et Repubhc. 

) The past year has seen a great increase in the force and 
expression of the m1litant mass movement all over the country. 
Lacs of workers and peassants have shown and are showmg m the 
most convincmg possible way, by d1rect action, their dissatisfaction 
with the present order. The movement of the masses will grow, 
in volume and consciousness, m it we put our faith for the complete 
mdependenc.e and mternal regeneration of the country. 

But the growth of the movement places a great responsibility 
upon us. On all too many occasions the mihtant masses after 
hero1c struggles have been betrayed by reactiOnary or dtshonest 
leaders. Our resources and orgamsation are stlll too weak to 
enable us to give the masses the mthtant and honest leadersh1p 
whtch they need. It is our task to strengthen and educate ourselves, 
to drav. mto our ranks all that IS best and most progressive among 
the masses, and to co-drdmate all forces into a smgle great move~ 
ment covermg the whole country, With the same a1ms and programme 
and workmg m close co-operation. 

We are m great danger of laggmg behmd the masses, and of 
allowmg them to be senously mtsled, d1scouraged and disorganised. 
Our task IS of greatest urgency. 

\Ve of Bengal therefore consider it absolutely necessary that 
no hme should be lost m forming ourselves mto the \VORKERS' 
AND PEASANTS' PARTY OF INDIA, through wh1ch we shall 
be able lo m~erchange mformatwn and co·ordmate our wo1 k, to 
establish i.Jranches of our Party m 1mportant provmces and d1stncts 



where at present no organisation exists, and shall be able to 
exercise a greater influence on the' wliole Country. 

vV e have formed a reception committee for holding a 
\VORKERS' AND PEASAN1'S' PA.RI'Y CONFERENCE 
FOR ALL·INDIA in Calcutta in the third week of December 
next. \Ve earnestly asi: you to send your representatives to the 
conference, and 1o com bind with us in laying down a programme of 
organisation and action for next year. 

' 
With renewed greetings and good wishes. 

Weare 

Y~urs fraternally 

THE \VORKE.RS' AND PEASANTS' PARTY 

OF BENGAL, Executive Committee .. 

Sd. Muzaffar Ahmad 

<;ENERAL SECRETARY. 

(Address on the .envelope} 

The President, 

• r 

W orkers• and p,e.asants' Party Conference;, 

(Second Sitting, Lya1pur)' 

P. 0. Lyalpur (The ·Pnojan)] 



P. 2094. 
Weekly organ Kraoti Karl (Hind•) (JHANSI) 

U. P. and DELHI WORKERS• & PEASANTS' PARTY, 

ALLAHABAD. 

Ref. No..... : ..... 

President~-

Dr .. Biswanth Mukerji, 

Zafar Bazar, Gorakh· 

pur. 

Vice· President:-

Dharamvir Singh, } 

M.A., M.L.C. 

Taga Boarding House,. 

Meerut .. 

General Secy:
Puran Chandra Joshi, 

M~A., 

34, Holland Hall, 
Allahabad. 

To 

Allahabad,. ••u•••···········• 192 

The Secy. 

Naujawan Sabha Conference 

Lahore. 
Dear Comrade, 

The ways of Imperialism are well 

known to us. I do not know 1£ this 

letter w11l reach you, sd I am sending , 
my greetmgs by w1re too. 

May I warn you against confused 
terminology. Every born of society has 
its own Ideology, and class-societies 
create myths to hide class-exploitatiOn, 
to hoodwmk the exploited and drug the 
young enthusiasts. Nationahsm IS the 
ideology of cap1tahsm, we cannot say 
that we stand 'for the g8% and that 1s 

what we mean by nationahsm. Nationahsm imphes that we cond1· 
der the nation a umt that we stand for all the hundred metaphyst· 
cal humbug. As true Marxists we know that there are classes 
w1thin the nation whose interests are irreconcllable, that is what 
the Red Flag stands for. Let us not unconsc10usly be come canon· 
fodder for Capitalism, which nat1onahsm 'in practice means. I 
hope you will unequivocally- proclaim the ideal of the Soclalbt 
Repubhc of India in active co-operation wtth the Socmhst Repub
lics of the World. I am sure you wllf denoun6e pac1fist internaho
nahsm as well as the latest Bond street cut-"1 am a Socialist but 
not a Communist''. fhng back the answer which the Thud Inter
national sent to the I.L.P. 

We want a newer and a younger world free from all expl01ta· 
tlon-a dassless soc1ety. The only sctenhfic strategy to achteve 
that end 1s unfhnchmg, wtth all shades of class·collaborabont 

~ 

We know that bloddless cromcs and hypocnt1cal class 
conscious bourgeo1s1e hold the field to-day and are meeting m 
informal conferences and negotiatmg terms w1th our pohttcal enemy 
-Imperiahsm. Let them carry on the1r bargammg. we know 
tomorrow belongs to us and we hve from that hope. In the 
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meantime let us, young intellectuals, systemmatically totally declass 
ourselves. Let us guard agamst humamtariamsm-all Dan and 
Daya as solutions of the social problem. Lenin wanted a compact 
band -of professional revolutionaries I am sure the Sabha wlll 
prepare whole-time workers and not Iawyer-pohhcians, devoted to 
the pure idea yet not romanticists but stern realists. If we achteve 
th1s Comrades, ultimate VICtory is ours· 

Victory to the Red Flag' 

Long L1ve the NauJawan Sabha ll 

Fraternally, 

P. C. JOSHI. 

---o~--

P. 2095 <C> 
A registered cover con taming a letter from Zeitungs V ertrieb 

Gebr. Petermann, Berlin-Friedenan Rhenstrahe 28, and also a 
cheque No. 194255/Fr. 23 in respect of Rs 6/· issued on the Lloyds' 
Bank Ltd m favour of Ganavani, 2/1 European Asylum Lane, 
Calcutta. . 

Zeitungs-Vertrieb} 
Gebr-Petermann 
Berhn-Friedman~ 

Rheinstr 28. 

Dear Sir, . 

Nov. 25th 1927 
Berfin-Friedenan 
Rheinstrabe 28. 

Subscr. Dept. 

Ganavani Calcutta. 

Enclosed please find cheque 1n high of Rup 6"oo for one 
cOpy of your paper from 1st of Jan. '28 (sic) to 31st of Dec. 1927. 

Cheque Rup 6"oo. 

Yours Sincerely 
(Sd). Illegible 
Leitungs· V ertneb 
Gebr-Petermann 

Ber litl· Friedenan 
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A letter ,from Spratt to Muzaffar Ahmed, dated 16·1·28. 

Cjo Ghate. 

I6-I-z8. 
Dear Muzaffar, 

. 
I have been trembling for some days m exceptation of your 

letter. Alas, I have fulfilled my forbodings 1 know th1s 1s the 
best time of the year for study of affairs m Bengal, or anywhere 
else, but I fear I cannot come at thi.s movement. For (a) the 
Textile strike is s.till' on. It may yet extend to a general stnke, 
but even i{ 1t does not, I want to be present dunng its course. I 
even left Madras earlier than I had mtended for this reason. (b) I 
have not yet got hold of my typewr1ter etc., from the police. They 
promised them m a few ·days but-(.c) I- am 10 the important com· 
mittee to arrange for the M umc1pal Workers' Hartal when the 
S1mon Commiss10n lands. Th1s is a difficult work, which it IS 

I 

whispered, may land us in pnson. (d) Everyone demands that I 
should stay for' some-little time longer. That would not matter, 
but the next pomt does: '{e) that' I have not enough money to come. 
I am waiting for .some now and wiring, but they .are hard up as we 

' are. 

I cmuld not make out what happened to the Docter's stnke. 
I. thmk Lsaw this .reprnt, .sepaTated .by severaL days, that it had 
fimshed. I hope that some permanent orgamzabon has been 
created as a result. 

Thanks iforthe informatwn about MaJid. I shall be seeing 
Chaman1al himself in a few days (perhaps) when tnere is a Bombay 

Presidency Youth Conference over which he may preside. I have 
asked him before, of course, but -contmue pressure of this kmd 
may have 1ts effeot. even on h1m. 

A further cucumstance,adds to my embarassment at the moment, 
and that lS tllat l -am the ccmvener of the sub-committee charged 
w1th fmmulattng ,a constttutton ~o:r lnd1a on behalf .of the T. U C. 
The Nat10nal Congress \V.E has now invited to T.U.C., to meet 
1t m connection wtth thts and Joshi proposes that th1s sub·comm1ttee 
should be the T. U .C. representatives. I am in agreement but 
1t means that I have to take a had m formulatmg our suggestion. 
K1shonlal and Daud, and Sethi, are on the committee, and I shall 
have to wnte to them m deta1l about 1t. 

Please accept my usual apologies for not coming and give my 
love to Hahm and Rash1d, and soon. 

Yours, 
Sd.f P. Spratt. 
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Ad dress on the envelope:

Mr. Muzaffar Ahmed 

c/o Peasant's and \Vorkerc;• Party Bengal 

2/I F;uropean Asylum Lane, Calcutta 

P. 2097-C 
A cover tontathing a typed letter in English ftbni S.A. 

Dange, Provmcial Secretary, Wadekar Buld , Girga.utnt Bbtribay 
4, to Muzaffar Ahmed, 2/1 European Asylum Lane off Lower 
Circular Road, Calcutta. The envelop beats the seal of Gitgaum, 
Bombay date illegible. 

Waaekar Building, 
~ 

Girgaum, 

Dear Mr. Muzaffar Ahmed, 
Bok:BAY. 4· 

I ant sendbg a report of our informal gathering at Cawnpore. 
You wlll please get it read and signed by those Comrades mention• 
ed in the report and staymg in your ctty. 

Yon will kindly retnm the same by registered post to me as 
early as poss1ble. 

Just at present I am not able to supply each member with a 
copy for bemg retained wtth hnn. I hope to do it if work 
progresses. 

5· 12. 27. 

(Enc.losure). 

Yours fraternally, 

Sd. S.A. Dan~~. 
PROVINCIAL SECREtARY. 

9 

Wadekar Build, 

Girgaum, 

Bombay. 4• 



-
To, Members of the "T.U.C. Left". 

The following report of the ''Trade U nton Congt ess Left'', 
in the Cawnpore Sess10n is being ctrculated for mformatwn and 
signature. Each city on the left 1s bemg sent one copy. You are 
requested to sign and return 1t to the member, who has been deputed 
to act as the link m each ctty, and also to append on a separate 
paper any inaccurac1es you might note, in the report of the 

proceedings, 

So l2o 27. I 

Yours fraternally, 

• (Sd.) S.A. Dange . 

PROV. SECRETARY. 

';['HE T.U.C. LEFT. 

When the 18th Session of the T. U. C. met in Ca wnpore, 
it was found that the policy on which the Congress is at present run 
needed a change and a higher outlook. A few persons were found 
to agree on a set ofprmctples and tact1cst wh1Ch later on found ex· 
pression in r.esolutions and amendments to the offic1al policy of the 
T.U.C. An informal gathering of these persons decided to lay out 
a plan of a cohes1ve group and plan for future work m order to 
foster real trade Umon !activity amongst the workers. 

' . 
WORK IN THE CAWNPORE -SESSION. 

We had to move several amendments to the report of the 
General Secretary. While menbomng stnkes,only names of the Right 
Winger's were brought in w1th specml care. In oppos1hon, we 
enunciated the policy of om1tting the names of mdiv1duals as far as 
possible and givmg cred1t of success to umons concerned. In the 
paras greetmg the Bnttsh Delegates and condemnmg the persecutiOn 
of 1abour organisers, we moved the mcluswn of the names of 
P. Spratt Fazal Ilah1 Hossam, convicted in Peshawar to five years 
R.I. in the para of recently started labour organs, only the "lndtan 
Labour Review" of Mr. Kirk ;was mentioned. We amended 
it to mclude the "Krantl, " ( Bombay ), HKtrti", "Mehanatkash" 
(PunJab), and "Ganavam", (Bengal). 

RESOLUTIONS 

A resolution expressing sympathy with a1ms and objects of 
the League against lmpenahsm and Coloma! oppress10n was sug· 
gested by Seth1 (Jamshedpu;), but was not allowed. The offictal 
Party supported by Purcell opposed it on the alleged ground that 
the League was an off·shoot of the 3rd Internatwnal. \Ve 
exposed the some results of Purcell and the Cap1talist character of 
the,2nd Internahortal. Mr. Purcell's attitude m 1925 was brought 

10 



to hght from quotations from hts article m the Labour Monthly on· 
mternational umty. 

RE-AFFIRMING LAST YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolut10n on Imperialism, (a h1t changed.) 

Resolutwn on China, 

, , International Unity. 

(Deploring £allure of the Anglo-Russian Unity Committee.) 

A resolution condemning the encirclement of the USSR. by 
the Impenahst states and' provocation to war was rejected by 
President. 

So also one expressmg sympathy for the work of the Pan
Pacific Conference of Canton. 

A resolution of ours, (adopted) condemned the refusal of 
passport to Saklatwala. 

OFFICES 

Office of the organismg Secretaay of Council o£ Action was 
got for Jhabwalla, and that of Ass1stant Secretary to Dange. The 
Council o~ Actton and the Commtttee to draft a Constitution m· 
elude the foJlowing:-

. 
P. Spratt, S.H. Jhabwalla, S. A. Dange. An informal 

meeting held at Gowaltoli Cawnpore, on 29. II. 27. decided to 
concentrate mainly on butldmg up new and penetrating the existing 
: U ntons. The followmg attended the informal gathering, and 
d1scuss1on to evolve a plan of systematic Trade Union work. 

BOMBAY.. 

I. Dange, 2. MiraJkar, 3 Ghate, 4· Joglekar. 

LAHORE. 

x. Feerozuddm. 2, Majtdali, 3• Gohar rahman. 

4• Bhagsingh, 5• Sohan Smgh. 

CALCUTTA. 

x. Muzaffar Ahmad, 2. Dharam Kanta Goswamic 
' 

3· Bashak, 4· Kedarnath Roy, 5· Aftab Ali. 

11 



The other \vho could not attend but worked w1th us ih the 
above hst. On their formll consent bemg taken, a fresh hst will be 
1ssued, for the mformation of members • 

• 

W adekar Bulld. 

Gugaum~ 

BoMBAY, 4· 

Yours fraternally, 

Sd/ -S.A. bange. 

PROVIS10NAL SECRETARY. 

P. 2099. C 
r A cover addressed to C. L. Ler1 se Kathenrte cottage 

Betgheath, ·Tad worth, Surrey, Englahd containing another cover 
b~aring the name uBrown" on tt. Inc;ide the inner cover there ate 
2 sheets of typed matter from "M. A." Calcutta, Dt· 10-5·28. 
The Jetter runs as follows.-

My dear j. ' 

Your letter ofthe 26th Jan. d1d not reach me ui time. I am 
quite at 'Ohe wtth you tin tne tematks you have made about the Indian 
National Congress and ours elves. But many of our comrades 
have stlll got much charm for the Congress. I scarcely get any 
support when I fight for not accepting any office m the Congress 
which means a waste oi energy. \Ve may become members 
of the A. I. C. C. Provmctal Congress Commmxttee and even 
the members of the Executive Committees. On our acceptmg 
office we are to commit so ruan:t th1hgs whxch we must not do on 
prmc1ple. What xs your opmxon about 1t ? I am really very sorry 
that our role wa~ not stated, 1n the mamfesto. I m latt suggested 
to do so. But comrades were of opimon that in that case 1t may 
not be read with interest by the people of the Congress. Their 
main 1dea was to create some left tendency withm the rank and 
:file of the Congress. Th1s sort of tactics wlll not be any use m 

\ 

future. 

The manifesto was drafted hastily and the point of the 
National constituent Assembly was added m the last mom,ent. 

12 



Th1s is why it was not clear \Ve shall rectify it when we get 
opportumty. I thmk we should do so when we publish the report. 
The paper you have referred to in your letter does reach us sca_rcely. 
There 1s a greaL deal of dHiereQce between Jleng~l and Bombay. 
The latter 1s a smaJI body and therefore indenhfied with the 
communist party But the things are quite d1fferent in Bengal. 
Here we are bigger body have got our affihated unions and also 
branches. It seems that you get some wrong report about us. 
Dr. Sen Gnpb 1s not a landlord. He is always a supporter of the 
cause of the peasants, though .h1s {deas ars not upto the mark, yet 
he wiiJ reach to it. H1s fear ha!:! given much shatter. In any case he 
is better than Thengdi m ev~ry respect. Mr. 1\tul <;]lp.pdr~ Gupta 
is not a landlord he is a son·m·law . of a big Zammdar. But what 
it does matter. He is G.lways anti-landlord and stands for the 
abolition of landlordism. He is al$o very much sound and forward 
in thought. As a pres1dent of the Party he I}eyer q1.~tates us pf 
any pohcy.' You know very well that Bengal 1s a Zamindar 
ndden Province. In this Province even ~he proletarianised intellec· 
tuals arc prolandlord m thought and action. So it (is) uot an easy 
affair here to get people who stands for the abohtion of landlordxsrn, 
I do not know the name of Shasmal was suggested to have hun 
in the party. Is he not a landlord and a pro·landlord 1 We have 
formed a provincial committee of the workers' and Peasants' Party 
of lnd1a. We propose to hold next National Conference at Calcutta 
m December :r:ext. There 1s an ample prospect of work in B~ngal. 
Our lack of resout ces ts our mam defeat. The subscnption we 
collected 1s not at all satisfactory. In response to our appeal for 
the fund for the paper we got a little more than Rs, 200/ • what 1s 

too sma11 to begm with. The publication of literature is being 
hampered for want of fund. We bave not been able to lay before 
the stnkers our matn pomts correctly for the lack of money. 

Ambrose is here and working hard. He has much been 
reduced m health. 

M.A. 

P. 2100. <C) 
A typed Jetter m Enghsh dated 25·1·28 from Bxswanath 

MukherJi L~ M & S., Gorakhpur Diviswnal :Ktsan and Mazdur 
Sabha,Gorakhpur,to Muzaffar Ahmed, secy Peasants' & Workers' 
Party of Bengal, 2/1 European Asylum Lane, Calcutta. 

13 



LETTER NO. 630. 

FRQM 

To 

DR. BIS\VANATH Mukherji L. M. & s. 

J 

Gorakhpur Dtv1s10nal Kisan and Mazdoor Sabha, 

GoRAKIIPUR. 

14 

Sj. MUZAFFAR AHMED, Secy. 

Peasants' and Workers' Party o{ 

BENGAL. 
Dear Muzaffer Ahmed 

\ 

Glad to know that you are going to hold a Workers' and 
Peasants' Conference on the 3rd and 4th March 1928. You know 
that I have organised here at Gorakhpur a DIVISional \Vorkers' and 
Peasants' Sabha. It has been workmg for the good of these classes 
of peopie for the last 3 years. I am sorry your conference does not 
extend any mv1tabon to th1s body. I shall be glad if you do it 
after hearmg it £rom me. We shall be too glad to JOin you to 
strengthen your cause. 

Awaiting your kind and early reply 

Yours fraternally 

Sd. Biswanath Mukheqi 

PRESIDENT. 

25/ I/ 28. 

P. 2101 C 
A typed letter in English from S. V. Ghate, No. 751, 

Girgaon Road, Bombay, to Muzaffar Ahmed, No. 2/1 European 
Asylum Lane, Calcutta. The envelope bears the seal of Girgaon, 
Bombay, dated 9· 12. ~7. 
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My dear Muzaffer, 

I have JUSt received a telegram from Com. Singaravelu, 
suggestmg that a Commumst Conference be held dunng the 
Congress week at Madras under the prestdency of Dr. Dutt. The 
hme bemg very short, I am wnting Smgaravelu that I am consul ... 
tmg all the comrades for thetr opmion, on recc1pt of wh1ch I would 

, be mformmg him about the final dec1s10n of the Executive. Please 
let me know your idea m this matter w1thout any delay so as to 
enable me 1£ necessary, to convene a meeting at Madras. Please 
consult Spratt also about th1s and let me know. Fnends here 
have suggested that an ordmary meeting of the Party be.held at 
Madras and no Conference. Please wnte to me what I should do 
regardmg this. 

' 
Of course my book shop will be opened after the Madras 

trip. 

Regarding the suggest10ns about a paper, it should be 
published m the Marath1 language, and if anybody is helping us 
I don't se~ why it should not be started. We can talk about these 
matters when we meet at Madras. tt\ 

Yours fatthfully, 

Sd/· S. V. Ghate. 

P. 2102 C. 
A letter dated the 2nd of August 1928, written by Philhp 

Spratt, 2/I, European Asylum Lane, Calcutta, to F. C. Mellonie, 
106, Gu1ldford Stree-t, London, W. C. x, England. 

Dear Comrade, 

2/1 European Asylum 

Lane, Calcutta 

At last I answered your letter, and apologise for not doing 
so earher. I have been trying to get hold of some of the documents 
pubhshed by the bodtes I know of, and am sendmg a few to you. 
None have materialised yet from Calcutta, though I can say w1th 
assurance that t)ley are Just out some hme. 
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\tVhen I first read your letter I was tempted to reply wtlh 
a "No" to all your questions. A part from cons1deratwn of 
grammar that woutd probably be the most accurate answe1, but 
I will try to say somethmg to each. 

1. l¥orkers' & Peasa1zts' Party R,solutzons etc 

You should 1eahze that there are three Workers & Peasants' 
Parties ( Bombay, Bengal, & Punjab ), ( plus of course I or 2 

other groups which may become genume parties, as at Nagpur, 
Gorakhpur, Ajmere, & Negapatam ) These all act in practtce 
separately, and there 1s not yet formal umty • It is hoped to 
establish an all Ind1a Workers' & Peasants' Party, mcludmg 
most of these groups, in< December next. The resolution in ques· 
hon was drafted by members of the Bombay and the Bengal 
parties, the most pohtically developed, and was later adopted 
by both. 

. As to what has happened to it in Bombay, I do not know 
as I have not been there since March. At that time a group and 
about 6 College students was meeting wtth Workers' and Peasants' 
members, and dtscussing Theoretical matters. It was proposed to 
develop this mto a genume Youth Organisation. I doubt 1£ tt 
has been done. Probably 1t was dropped at the tlme of vacatiOn 
m Apnl, and all the party members wlll have been too busy smce 
then to take 1t up agatn. In Bengal a beginnmg is only now bemg 
made. A group of a dozen or so, mcludmg one or two students, 

and the rest "Dhadralog" ( non. descnpt middle class young men, 
unemployed ,etc ) has met two or three times and decided to estab· 
lish a " Young Comrade League ", ( Saklatwala suggested thts 
name). Its formation \\Ill probably now be announced in a few 
days. l.ts address 1s not yet fixed. 

2. (Nos of Young \Vorkers, Workers & Peasants' Parties 
etc. ) It is safe to say that none of these tr.ree parties has 
any workmg class membershtp to speak of ( Bengal, Punjab, 
probably have some active peasant members). The Bombay 
Party when I knew 1t was almost exclus1vely petit- hour· 
geosis, though some of its members were m close touch w1th 
workers. Th1s has probably changed a b1t now I personally 
even lost a chance of givmg at then for 1t, and then psychology 
was undoubtedly altenng. The Textile stnke has probably 
enabled them to enrol some active workets. Naturally thcs.e 
would at one yet be separated between "Young and otherwise,,. 
In Bengal there are a number of workers members m theory but 
not more than three or four new ones are active They aU happen 
to be young. 

Thts s1tuatwn may seem odd to you. It IS the result of 
several factors, mcludmg particularly the extraordmary separation 
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wh1ch has grown up (accidentally I am told) between the educated 
calasses, even the poorest of them and the masses. Even such 
people as the workers' and Peasants' Party members find 1t 
extremely difficult to over come thts. It ts true so far as I can 
tell (the language difficulty hampers me) that workers on the 
whole are extremely backward. They have been kept out of things 
for so long by the upper classes etc. I was accidentally asked to 
get hold of a genuine worker to send to Youth Conference m 
England, but I could not find out who would be of the slightest 
use. None the less, the workers' and Peasants' members exag~ 
gerate this backwardness, I am sure, and their natural lazmess 
is mainly responsible (I should have said by the way, that the 
Gorakhpur group probably, and that" at Negapatam certamly, 
con tams a lat ge proportion of workers. The latter, however has 
never existed, I thmk). 

3· (Attitude of Workers' and Peasants' Party to other 
Youth Orgamsations etc). You seem to have got hold of the 
wrong name. I have never heard of the " Order of Young India", 
and 1f such a body exists~ I thmk it cannot be important. As to 
Youth Orgamsatlons generally, there have been All·Indta· Con· 
ferences, but there is no All-India body so far as I know, and for 
the same reason as in the case of the Workers' and Peasants' 
Parties. In general only very wealthy people can maintain All .. 
India Orgamsations. They are usuaiJy, I think, federated by 
provmces, but in fact confined to the one or ,two pricipal cities. 
In Bombay, the Bombay Presidency Youth League is practically 
the only orgamsatlon now m existence. It 1s almost confined to 
students. There 1s also I should mention, a " Young India 
Society " which 1s a really a sort of carcass controlling the 
Bengal Provinctal Youth League. It conststs of a dozen intelligent 
young men, who, unfortunately have no pohcy, but delight m 
wire-pulling and feeling important. Some are re-actionary-others 
not so much so. There is also a separate Youth Conference, 
probably with some orgamsation. All its members would probably 
be also members of the Bengal Provincial Youth League. However, 
onginally (early this year) as a protest against the non·pohttcal 
attitude of the Bengal Provincial Youth League. I do not think 
any senous attempt has been made to follow up the success gained 
at Its Conference. This 1s a pity in Bengal that there ts the All 
Bengal Youth Ass9cmtion) m theory, a federation), but there are 
outs1de bestdes which may be more 1mportant. All rnem hers are 
students or "Bhadralog ". I don't think there are any difference 
of 1mportance among the various bodies. They are all more or 
less "Members of one another" are all "Congtes~ " in 
mentality. 

In the Punpb, there Is, so far as I know, only one body ca11ed 
"Yang Indm Soc1cty,, and It conststs mainly of people who are 
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not students. It used to have several branches m ,the towns. 
I fancy it is now occurring after a ,period of ~inactivity. In each 
case the a ttl tude of the Workers' add ·Pesahts Party is •• .., ••••••••• 

In Bombay the Workers' and Peasants members were in active 
in the last Conference and brought in their points of view 
to some extent. One are two of the Young ·India Society are 
joming in the party, I believe, Regular fraction work is probably 
not done, as I doubt if any 'bussiness meetings are helO.. 'The 
Secretary with -one or two frien'ds does 1t all. This is the usual 
thing. 

The All' Bengal Youth Association\Vherl founded (under a.nother 
name in' August 1927) was under the influence of tP:trty "'.trtembers, 
some of whom are still on the Conunittee1 wh1ch t ~however • .never use 
to. The Congress captured it and It became entirely inactive for 
some time. It is now wakmg up a gam. The Workers' and 
-Peasants' l?ariy does, nofbother itself about these r things enough, 
I think. 

In' PunJab 'the Young India Society is pr~ctieall y ~controlled 
by· party members. Indeed, they are . almost. the same • thing, (I 
I think. Again, there would be' no formal faction wOTk. 

I 4· (Propo'rtidn of 'w~rkers r etc., in Youth .. Organisations). 
'The answer is . none. 1n the 1 PunJ.ab 'thete may be i few sons of 
'pea~ants. 

s. (Relative influence of Youth Organisation and Workers' 
-and Peasants' Parhes). The ratio is• indeterminate (%). , Ne1ther is 
there any influence · to .spe'lk of. The Workers' and Peasants 
parties ':ire trymg to give some. 1. (Stili I di& not nnd at' Ral}iganj 
(Bengal) an -organisation wh1ch had -two young 7wilhng members. 
It w~s "Congress" m <>utlook as usual) 

. 6. 
1
- (Variation of any bourgeosis youth organisation}. This 

'question answers' itself. · · They are 'all', the same. 'Actually all the 
"youth organisations that r know of, are very simdar in outlook, 
'except that in the Punjab ~hich is definitely more radical. 

7· (Wliich'are most influential;.· Thi~ again answers itself. 

~ 8. (Publications of the west ieft section}. 

(About naif tt dozen lmes had to leave out for want' of time). 

, 9· (Parts in strikes et.,) Practlcatlg,zotze. 

In Calcutta during the Scavengers' strike (March 19281 some 
Congressmen and ·youths, probably membets of a youth orgamsa· 
tion, black·legg_ed (m the second stnke whtch was longer, they 
dtd not, because the congress Party m the Calcutta Corporat10n 
was, for tachcal reasons, supporting the stnke). In the Bardoh 
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affair probably some members of the Bombay organisation have 
v1s1ted the place, and they have carried on an active agitation 
in the Ctty of Bom9ay (where also e~t;:ept perhaps in Ahmedabad 
and Poona ~hey haye any streng!h. It ~s c~aracteristic 1 th~t, so 
far as I know they, have ta.ken up no attitude tpw~rds tp,e mill 
strike. They follow the Congress, which supports the Bardol i 
Peasants' as they are against the Government only. The mill 
workers are striking q.gainst Indian capitahsts and the Congress, 
and hence the Youth Organisation ~ecretary disapproves. I hope 
to lighten your darkness to some extent. 

I am endorsing some documents· which are typkal. The 
speech of Mr. I. K Yagmck 1s better than 'the average from our 
point of view. The President's (Mr. Nanman's) unprompt speech 
was not nearly as good. I think Yagnick exaggerated the extent 
of the organisation. I doubt if there is any real membership at 
Surat, or even at Ahmedabad. I have -put in a brown document 
from the Punjab It was publis'hed by a sort of "Adhoc,. 
Committee ve{y simllar, I think, in composition to the leading 
group of the Young Indxa Soc1ety \here). , Kedar Nath Sehgal 
(address Khabardx Steam Press, Lahore) 1s tl:e presidents of the 
Young India Society The do~ument is the sequel to another 
~a1Jed-"1 ax~u'!PP~al to Young PunJab", which· I have .n9t got. 
You will see that it has discarded its accuration at aqy rate for 
some leaders, which the Bombay and Bengal Youth organisation 
haye .Q.o~ ~o,n,e. FBu~.it ~hgws. not mp~h trad~ ,of cla,~s, attitude. 

I can give you a few other addresses for Bombay. Meherally, 
.,. • , , "' ,... ., ~ ~ a ~ 1\. ~ r 

Students' Brotherhood, Sandhrust Bridge, Bombay. For :(Jengal, 
one, is, All· Bengal Youth. Association, College Street M,arket 
•N,qrtltBlockLNo"~" 19,; C~h~qtta, S,ecretan~,-- N~ C._.Sen ap.dvJ, N. 
~is was. !Alsot.{\ll ~e.ngal 1 &tl}q~nts( 9r~anising G~l;l11llltt~7,~~/~. K, 
Ba1tak~;tlla Ro3:d,. Calc,lft~a,, ~S~xetary, ~ .. N. Das J;upta. f~or 
Madras-Indian Youth Congress, 15, Nathu Subraza Mudali Street 

• ~ l,.. \ 11 .. '. r 
Mylapo1 e, Madras, Secretary, K. Venkata~harya. 

I hope I do not seem excessively cynical about the' movement 
here. There is at least a good deal of life in it, but no organisation 
worth the name. The ideas are better than in the past, but as pubhcly 
expressed are still almost entirely bourgeois that IS to say the 1deal 
of the organisers are so. I think that the fact that the efforts of these 
orgamsers usually come to nought, and the enthusiasm they are 
able to get at Conference 1et~., soo~ ~ies down, is due to the fact 
that most of the youths are turning away from them. The only 
people who can get fur.ds ,and fnlhhcxty krowl:edge, are those who 
have the Congress Jttrhmd them (apart form communal orgamsations 
of course) So there has been up to now very little open apposl· 
tlon to the Congress School of thought among the youths. 
Pro~p'-cl~ ::uc therefore hopeful for a rad1cal Y 0\.'Lth Orgatusatlon 
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if ever it gets gomg (About a page was left out for want of 
time). * .c: x * * 

I shall send some more documents next week 1f I poss1bly 
can. I enclose a ropy of the report of the Bengal Workers' and 
Peasants' Party 

-- -

'P. 2110. 

Yours fraternally, 

Sd. P. SPRATT. 

Contmuation sheet no. 3 Dated 28· II 28 of a telegram 
which contains the followmg.-

Continuation sheet No III. 

. N arne Constance CircUlt Ref. _AKC us. 

77 
· GYMOVABACA ZADOKEGAKA NYFCYABACA 

_RANCHYOUSF RADHARAMAN MITRA NAZYLSNEZM 

WORKERSDEESUKEN BAURIA CAESPEIK SAKLAT· 

VALA WORKERS WELFARE LEAG'QE CAESROIF 

DAVID MACKENAZIE DAWOTUCE HURTOSEMNY 

· AFIFTRUGCY KUKA YL YPWY OLCVUFOBKY MUA WB

SUANY SENZMPUADY MYHOJKERER AWKEHIPTRE 

TYVIGROPFU. 

--

p. 2111. 
Ce1 hfied Copy of the 0 riginal. 

Chartered Bank of lndta, Austraha and Chma 
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Post Box No 40 

Calcutta, 28th November 1928 



Radha Raman Mitra Esq. 

Secretary jure Workers' Umon 

Bauna. 

Dear Sir, 

Under telegraphic mstructions from our London office, we 
are prepared to pay you on identification £to· o· o (Equivalent 
of pounds ten only) on presentation of the enclosed rece1pt in 
duplicate duly s1gned and stamped (from Saklatwala Workers 
Welfare League). 

P. 2114. 

I am dear sir, 

Yours faithfully. 
Sd. Illegible 

Agent. 

NEDERL~NDSCH INDISCHE HANDELSBANK ,.. 

(Netherlands India Commercial Bank) · 

~ ...... 0 .... ...... 

Calcutta, 13/12· 1928. 

Sold to P. Spratt, 2· I European Asylum Lane, Telegra· 
phic Transfer on Bombay 

In favour of Mr. B. F. Bradley, Appollo Chambers, 

•. _ ....... at 

. . . . . . . . . . at 

I 

Tullock Street, Fort. 

Rs 

(Com) Rs • 

Cost of Telegram Rs, 

soo/· 
X/• 

I/8/· 
Contract dated, . . . . . . • • I 92. Rs. 502/ 8/ .. 

Broker •••••••• NEDERLANDSCH INDISCHE HANDELS 

To 

. 
BANK, Cash Dept. Calcutta Agency. 

Calcutta, l3/12 • 1928. 

NETHERLANDS INDIA COMMERCIAL BANK, 

Calcutta. 
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Dear Su, 

Je shall feel obligeCI by yout t~ansmitting the above Telegram 
on ~i;. account either literally or m cypher, to your Agent at Bombay 
1t bemg distinctly unde~esiood that the same IS sent entirely at ~~ 
risk, and that your Bank 1s not be held hable, e1ther for any 
mistake or ommission which may happen m the transmission of the 

n ' tl .. J. .... ~u, ;, t h1 ~ ..J l 1 r,.l , t " 

message or from 1ts mtsinterpretatlon when received. 

P. 2116 

Yours faithfully, 

P. Spratt. 

Telegraphic money order dated l3- 6· 28. 

The contents are as under-

Leo Mandat 0567 Calcutta. 

R. ARNOT FIVEHUNDRED TWENTYSEVEN RUPEES 
f'' t r f • J' 1 

EIGHT ANNAS P. SPRATT CARE KISHORILAL 

GHOSH KAN.TAPUKURLANEFOR REPRESENTATIVE 

MANCHESTER CONFERENCE.ROBIN FIVEHUNDRED ., ..... - .......... ~ .~. .. ,, 
AND TWENTY SEVEN RUPEES., . ' 

P. 2119 
4 I • 

National Minority Movement. 
' 

'Hon. Chairman, 'Tom Mann. 

Hon. General Secretary Harry Pollitt. 
't. "' " i 

Natlonal Treasurer, Geo Fletcher. 

Dear Coinbides, 

Rc.1om q., Fust £loot, 

.18 Great Ormond Street, 

London, W. C. I 

Sth. Jan. 1929. 

We would be very glad if you .. would enable us to establish 
closer connectmn w1th your union. We have a very active seamen's 



section and also close connections with the Indmn Seamen's U mon, 
of which Comrade Saklatwala is the sebretafy. You tniy have 
noticed m the Labour press of this cduntry articles appeanhg 
recently drawing attention to the large numbers of Indmn Seamen 
employed on Bntlsh sh1ps and the1r appallmg conditions. 

We are anx10us that no attempt shalt' be made to divtde 
Indian and British seamen against each other, and with th1s 
obJect m vtew should hke to have closer co-operation with you m 
order that you may keep us acquamted with any facts to which you 
would like pubhctty gtven, and should also be pleased to receive 
any suggestions you tpay have to make as to how we can co-operate 
m work amongst Indian seamen at this end.. Your suggestions 
wlll be given careful consideration, 

With all good 'Wishes; and hoping to hear from you at an 
early date .. 

:Yours frat~tnally, 

Sd/, Harry·P.dllitt. 

HohBrary General Secretary. 

(Note}-=- THe ~Wo~e fetter was produced" in ongmal by Mr. J. A. 
Hashemy, Assistant Secretary, The Indtan , Quartermasters' 
U mon, Caicutta, in obedtence to a notice Issued by the Addit10nal 
D1stnct Magistrate, Meerut, trymg the Meerut Consptracy Case.) 

My dear Muzaffar, 
. 

Thank you for the kindly assistance, Your things are sure 
to be ~Inght withni ta ~Hoh htn~ I hope. Ahywdy aoh't work 
y6Jhe1f to prostratidrl. 

Our vernacular organ has been started-a specim.an issue has 
been out, a~d a ·copy must have been s~m~ to you ~lready. Our 
work here ~s p~ogressiug satisfdctorily. 

I arri ~endlrtg something fo~ puolioatlon irt yotir paper idmordw 
or so. In the meantine please be sending some copies to me for 
d1stnbution among Bengalis here. I have written to J\,lajld. to send 
roe Urdu 'copies fwm Labore, 

23 



Have you heard from Madras Comrade? What about our 
Party's working C. P. I.? 

Yours 

(Sd~ S. V. GHATE. 

10. 5· 28. 

P. -2127 P E 
Envelope for the above having the following address wntten 

on 1t:-

MUZAFFAR AHMAD Esqr. 

37 Harnson Road 
1 

Calcutta. 

p. 2128. tf'·) 
Acharya & Co .. 

Paper Merchants and 
Manufacturer's representatives. 

My dear Muzaffar, 

Bombay, 23 5· 27 
To Muzaffar Ahmad 

Calcutta. 

You may have received the notice of the meeting. Are you 
coming over here? Really speaking I did'nt expect that enough 
No. of people wtll attend 

Do you require the Rs. so which you sent as payment to· 
wards my treatmrnt Immediately or can you wait for some tune? 
You will let me know immediately. You know I am hard up and 
it wlll be very helpful to know if you can wa1t some time. 

Madras friend 1s expecting to hear from you soon. 

Yours 
Sd. S. V. GHA TE. 
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P. ~128. {p E,) 
Envelope of the above with the following address on it:

MUZAFFAR AHMAD 

Dear Comrade, 

37 Harrtson Road 

Calcutta. 

P. 2129 P 
'Y. M. C. A. 

W odehouse Rd. 

Bombay. 

I8.f5'· 27. 

I rece1ved your latter a day or two ago, and have smce been 
trying to wnte something for you. But owing to extreme busy· 
ness, w1th the A. I. C. C. and Trade Union work, I have had no 
tlme hither to. I wlll send something on as soon as possible. 

I shall not reach Calcutta for another week or two, I fear. I 
postponed it so ac; to attend the A. I. C. C. Sessions, and now 
further tasks have crowded upon me. I shall positively finish them 
1n two more weeks though. 

You inqu1re about my helth. , It has been excellent until to .. 
clay (to my {'urprise), ,b,ut I, h~ve ~t, the moment aches in the head 
and belly, and fear another attack of fever But even as I write, 1t 
is passing off. 

Che~r ,up and what not. 

Yours. 

P· SP.l}ATT. 
Mr. MUZ,AFFAR .t\HMI\D 
~ " ~ ' • • ,.. e. 

37 Harri,son Road. 
I I ' l 

, Cal,cutta, 
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My dear Muzaffar, 

P. 2132. <C) 
"'i.e Commumst Party 

of India 

Central office 

BOMBAY. 

At the Annual General Meeting held on the 31st May last 
you have been elected as a member of the Prestdium. You will 
kindly inform me of your approval to work on the same by a letter • 

• 
Please send in your subscription Rs. J.2 annual also as 

early as ?ossible. 

Dear Mujafer, 

With greetings 

Yours fraternally 
• 

Sd. s. V. GHA TE. 

General Secretary. 

--

P. 2133. (P) 

C/o D. CHAMANLAL 

Golf Road 

LAHORE. 

21. 7. 27· 

I do'nt know if you saw Dange when he was at Benares, or 1f 
he told you of my posttlon. The facts are that I have agreed with 
Chaman Lall to assist him in wnting h1s long proJected book on 
Indian Labour, and I am now here doing 1t. He has also asked 
me to act wh1le I am here as editor of the "Nation" wh1ch 1s JUSt 

coming out again. You can therefore understand the renwed delay 
in. my visit to Calcutta. I shall get there m the end of courses, but· 



I ventured to g1ve theY. M C. A. at Bombay your address, 
so that I should recetved letters wh1ch arrived after by departure 
If you have received any that book important. You send them 
here. ' 

You probably remember Ramchanndra who was at Delhi 
in March when we were there. I gather that he is to be or has 
been arrested. I saw him for a moment Yesterday, and he was to 
come agam today, but has not done so, and I conclude therefore 
that he has been pinched. 

\ 

Messrs M. A. Majid and Co. send their love. 

With many apologies. 

Yours 

Sd. P. SPRATT. 

P. S. I forget to mention a point. Could you give me some 
idea of what is happening m the congress in Bengal? Or if it is import .. 
ant? I see bewlldermg notices about new parhes etc now and 
than what has happened about the Trade Unions also? Chamanlal 

'like me has ach1eved a reconcihatwn of sorpe sort, which has smce 
broken down, but he knows nothing very defimte 

I may add that I have not yet become involved in the clolera 
epidemic 

P. S. 

P. 21~~3 [P] .[E] 
Envelope with t~e following address. 

Mr. MUZAFFAR AHMAD 

27 

37 Harrison Road 

Calcutta. 



Dear Muzaffar, 

P. 2134-P 
C/o D. Chaman Lall, 

1 Golf Road, 

Lahore, 

7•8·27. 

Thanks very much for the letter, which 'I rece1ved yesterday. 

I was very sorry that you sh1uld be put out by my non .. 
appearance. I 'adm1t 'that I have given you great provocation. 
Origmally I was to vtsit you m March, and 1t is now August, whlle 
I have not even yet appeared. But there have been 1mpor· 
tant reasons for my staying in Lahore until now, and further 
reasons, financial and other, which practically prevent my leavmg 
for sometime. I will explain when I see you, I cannot do so eastly 
in a letter. 

But any way,J y.:>u can console .yourself by the reflection ih.at 
lt doesn't·matter much. \Vhat'"Can I do m Bengal any way? 

·I see that you speak somewhat slightingly of Chaman Lall. 
I agree to a certatn extent; though I think your opinion of 'h1m IS 

unduly low. It isr perhaps foolish of me, to take on the ed1torsh1p 
of the "Nation" even for only a few weeks, but I really have no 
alternative. 

r went last;week to Peshawar Wlth Chaman Lall, who was 
defendmg one Fazal Elahi, a man who has JUSt returned from 
Russia. He was charged under 121-A, convicted of bemg an 
"undes'~rable person," and given five years. I had a short chat 
w1th h1m. He seems a nice chap, but I don't know how he Will 

stand five years goal, Chaman Lallts appealing qmte nghtly. 

The Ramacha~dra case is .'gamg forward slowly. It is 
expected that he will get a year or two. 

I got a l~tter recently from a young man named Shingarpure, 
whom I met m Bombay. He-has'met you, he says, and 1s study .. 
mg Bengal. I hope you lead htm m the right dtrechon. Please 
g1ve htm my love, and apologies to htm for my not having wntten to 
h1m. I must do so. 

D1d you read my father's letter? The old swme, warumg 

me agamst wme women and pohtlcs, 
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Yours f-raternally, 

P. Spratt. 
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and (2)' The Role of the Worker's and' Peasant's Partry. The 
contenfs are reproduced below.-

Sacco and Vanzettl .. 

One of the fundamental' haS1c principles of. capitalism m its 
decling btag~ is the attack upon the revoluti<.Hiaff workmg. classes 
of whole world' and spec1all y on 1ts Vangurd' the commurnst parties 
or the Communist Int'ernat1onal• The reason' is obvious,, as the 
communist par~ies all over the \Vorld are the only parties which 
work for capttahst destructiOn by all avallabfe::me'lns-a general strike 
or an organised mass msurrectlon. Cap1ttthr;ts are qu1te aw-are of 
the fact, that workwg masses are mov1Ug' toward left', so' m: order 
to coerce them they do not always use the police, army.,. C l . D. 
etc but special organizations of Fasct1s1 have been~ found, who 
always do the d1rty work of provocation~. To defend• tlien\ we w-111 
find from ordmary pohceman to the hlghest' State official--Mr. 
Baldwin on the1r side 

W c thtnk the whole \Vorld knows perfectly. weU the reason 
of the troubles in Vtenna·a few' weeKs'ago.. The Fasctsti who were 
the mUlderers of a Soc1aHst and h1s son• were consciOusly set free, 
th1s led the workers to an open rebehon .. Even the Ttmes in one 
of 1ts ed1tonals admttled, "That the recedt events in Vienna had 
far greater stgntficance lhan the events of' I'S4'8 & IS)2.J., "But 
the compromxsmg leaders of the "Social' Democtate"' betrayed the 
masse3 by JOmtng the bourgeoise. The results are cleat to~ every• 
body m the reaction. 

Now we w1ll draw the attention of our readers to another 
fact, thqugh less tmportant than Viehrta events' yer characteriStic to 
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show the"'freedom"' and"justice" of"clVihsed countrie1;"the U.S.A. 
and England. Our topic of discussiOn are the two mnocent ltahan 
anarch1sts workers·Sacco and Vanzute We as :Marxist do not 
agree or beheve m anarchism, but we are heart and soul With Sacco 
and Vanzetti as workers.. The charge agamst them 1s an 
alleged murder which they have never committed. The fact does 
not requires any comments as the actual mU!'derer has admitted m 
court. ''That he is culprit not Sacco and Vanz.etti. "'Another 
note-worthy fact is that though they have been sentenced to death 
for a long hme yet their electrocution has been postponed several 
times. No doubt it 1s due to the false-hood of the case on one 
hand and the organiz.ed protest of the workers of the \Vorld on 
another. The tremendtous service done by the I. C W .. P A .. 
(The International Class War Pnsonal's Aid) had played great 
part in th1s matter. Under the auspices of this orgamsation meetr 
ings of protest were held all over the World, demanding the release 
of these two Italians. London workers also fulfiled their duty by 
holdmg demonstrations in Trafalgar Sq. on Sunday 7lh August 
and in Hyde Park on 1oth and I Ith August~ All these meetmgs 
were well attended by the workers of every shade except the 
reformist leaders. "Many speakers ernphasu;ed the danger of the 
new war and the reahse of these two comrades' who are rot res
ponsible for any cnme what·soever. Later on the huge proce::,swa 
of over 12000 workers marched to the Amencan Embassy.. There 
were some accidents first a Fascist! began to blow a bungle in order 
to interfere with the meeting but in th1s he tailed. Second author· 
ibes refused the passage of th1s procession through Cenotaph m 
wh1tehall the nearest way to the Embassy.. Third was at Embassy 
when a pollee inspector attempted to keep procession in motion 
instead of halting at the spot, he failed in 1t also. Embassy was 
strongly watched by pohceman.. Its entrence was locked m stmllar 
way -as prison cell to two ltahan heros. The American cap1tahst were 
very much afra1d of peaceful demonstratwn,as the doors entrance was 
not only locked but watched by an crowd pohcemen. The pressure 
of the workers compelled them to open the doors to a deputatiOn 
cf five, who got unsatisfactory reply,, besides th1s the Ambassador 
himself was out of London, theref01e nobody could excet1t any 
paper or word by the deputation. No wonder he was not there. 
The reason is that workers were represenung for workers and not 
capitahsts1 so' he considered below h1s d1gni ty to have talk about 
th1s subJect. 

Next time i. e .. August 1oth the day fixed for their electrocu· 
tiona huge meeting was orgamzed by the I. C. \V P. A. After the 
meetmg all workers marched to Amerac1an Embassy a gam. 'l he 
Workers were qu1te peaceful. They were smgmg "the Red Flag ' 
and "International". Perhaps our readers w1ll thmk that there 
were no mc1dents m such an "Free and demo cratlve" country 
hke London. Here also the Bntlsh Fasc1st1 came lll the1r motur 
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With U mon Jack on Its back, but the workers patd no attentions 
to It. Suddenly when the procession was n.pprochmg near the 
Embassy, the pohce both on horse as on foot turned upon the 
crowd, crushmg and beating unarmed and unwarmed people with 
thetr batons. From thts parucuhtr mcident we come to few 
conclusions. Ftrst it clearly mdtcatecs the fear of an organized 
workers movement not only for Amencan capitalists who post· 
paned the sacco and Vanzetti's electricutlon for twelve more days 
but for British capttahsts as well. Second the Bntish capttahsts 
through their tools the pohce tned to crush lhe workers as a sign of 
fnendshtp w1th Amerkan capitahst As. the Germans before and 
dunng the war were considered to be the man engaged m d1s· 
troymg the "sacred Bntish ClVIhsabon," now the same Bnttshers 
have their trust and trade wtth the same Germans. Third is the 
mockery abmtt , "freedom" "democracy" and "hberty" under 
capttahsm. Forth we think there are many Indian political pri· 
s'oners mcorcerated in Indian Jails. Stmilar orgamzatlon and pro· 
test can be made for them, world w1de workers will be upon their 
side. 

' \Ve do not know what wtll happen to these two workers. They 
may be electriocuted the time these lines wtll appear m press,yet the 
work are of whole countnes will protest against the brutal action of thts 
"Amencan CIVIhhzabon" for whtch they w1ll etther save and 1eahse 
thetr friends or else fight hke hell to over throw the tyranny of 
capttahsm·the cause of wars and troubles for humamty. 

THE ROLE OF THE WORKERS & PEASANTS PARTY I 

To consider the role o{ the workers and peasants party in the 
lnd1an Nabonahst struggle against tmperiahsm, one must bear in 
mind the economtco-social structure of Indian society, particularly 
the economic changes t1pon which has depended the growth of 
the lnd1an N '1tlonahst movement after the war. We know Indm 1s 
a colony of Bntlsh tmperiahsm, as such she remains an agncultural 
country. Bntlsh 1mpenahsts are not InLre!'>ted in the development 
of mdustr}·~ agnculture or social·welfare of the masses. The1r mam 
obJect 1s the expl01tatton of the masses. If they have intensifed the 
export of capital to India lately, that does not mean they have done 
some favour to Indian masses, Just the contrary by such operation 
they have .. . encouraged the Indtan bourgeoise, while the cond1· 
tlons of masses have tutned from bad to worse. The war of I9I4·I8 
proved favourable for the Indian bourgeoise, as the British needed 
large-scale preparation of war matenals. So thts served as an 
impetus for the development of textile and Iron mdustry m lndta. Upon 
the bas1s of these economtc change we find the growth of a strong 
Nahonahst movement m 1919·21-· the Gandh1 movement Though 
this movement was a great menace to British 1mpenahsm as far 
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it remained a mass movement, 1t failed owing to the reheat of 
Mr. Gandh1 at Bardo~1, when he warned the peasants to be loyal 
to the Government and landlords. It shows JUSt how far tPns petty· 
bourgeo1se leader-ship' can go when such an histoncai task as 
Ind1a's mdependence 1s concerned Later on appears the hero of 
the Natwnahst bourgeoise- Mr. C. R. Das. He proclaimed, 
"SwalaJ for 98%". This slogan remained a theory and was not 
put mto practice. He also betrayed the interest of 98% for 
2% by comp10msmg w1th the Bnbsh imperialists. The fate of the 
maJonty of the people- the workers, peasants, and petty-bourgeoise 
(the artlsans, small traders and petty-bourgemse mtelhgentsia) 
is sbll miserable and unchanged. The Congress has fa1led and 
will fml m handlmg these revolutionary forces on the nght path. 
To lead these forces properly a peopl'e's party is requ1red'. In fact 
such a party has been formed. The aim of this party 1s to lead 
these forces for obtainmg the NatiOnal Independ'ence of India from 
Bnhsh 1mpenalism. We hope the readets will not call' It a pro· 
letonan party, nor can 1t Itself put an end to exploitation of man by 
man. Th1s ran be obtamed only by the worker~ pa;ty-the Communist 
Party. Yet the role of the Vworkers m this sh uggle against Impen· 
alism will be one of leadership. The collapse of Non-Co
operation movement and the evolution of SwaraJ Party have corectly 
proved the necessity of such hegemony. Had it been the real 
proletanan leader-&hrp Ind1a mtght have freed by now. 

Even now we hear a "revolutiOnary" phrasology of many 
SwaraJists, but m the time of action they will turn agam to their 
old methords of "responstve co-operatmn." This becoming more 
clear as the hme of new reforms approaches nearer.A bsence of a clear 
out programme of actiOn wa:, ne1_ther prepered nor d1scussed by the 
A.I C. C. sessiOn at Born bay in the fight agamst irnpenahsm & the 
role of workers and peasants m It. Even the Bombay Chromcle 
wluch stand::. for respons1ve co-operatwn or some diluted form of 
It, felt compelled to censure the Workmg Committee for its ahtude. 
It declaied in a leadmg artlcle, "We deeply regret that the com· 
nuttee almost deliberately shurred over the soveretgn problem of 
mass organisation which 1S unamrrously deemed to be indtspcnsible 
for givmg a battle royal to the Government." "From thts quotation 
we can see the role and tnbute of the Congress to suchJ an vast 
problem upon wh1ch depends the future of India as a whole. Th1s 
IS obv1ous chat that the fear of Cong1ess leaders hes in their pos1tion 
as a class, which the same p(;per frankly admitts. He \Hites, "No 
attempt were made either to define the mahen:tble nghts (of the 
workers and peasant:;:,) or the manner of fightmg the vested mte1 e:,ts 
ev1dently for fear of antagomsmg them agamst the pohtxcal move· 
ment." Moreover such conh1sscd leader·sh1p of the Congress 
strengthens the tles of Bnt1sh 1mpenah~m 111 Indta, for which 
disproportwnate seats m the Legtslnhve Assembly sene a mce 
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feul for communal conflcts or the cast' ef uRangila Rusal." The 
leaders of both commumhes serve as 'Fas'cisti in European cou11tries 
the doom mas'ses 1 are the victims of all these evils. No Pand1ts; 
Lalas and 'MatHanas tihdl:!rgo' the hard-ship of it. Today they 
exite the masses for troublrs tomorrow they again shake h::.e.nds 
with bne anothers as they h'ave' don:e nothing.' 'The r6dt of these 
tr~ubles ts~thc hnpendlist do.minatlOn of Irldia. To achieve this a 
~orkers ~md peasants party is 'necessary whtclr will orgamse 
these forces against fot eig'rt domihat10n m order to establish an 
-demCK;ratic' Republic based upon umversal suffrage, ·abolish· 
nHmt uf Eand·lords, developmerit of agriculture with State aid, 
minimnm wages and eight hours day for workers, separation of 
religwn from State etc. 
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A cover containing the following article:-

THE \VORKERS & PEASANTS PARTY & PRESS 

In our previous arhcle, "The role of the Workers & 
peasants Party m India" We have repeatedly stressed the idea 
and Importance 6f s1uch an party in the struggle against tmpenalism. 
Today we will emphasize the means and ways how these revolution
ary forces can be united for in order to achieve the aim-Ind1a's 
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emancipation. \Ve also pointed out in the former article the deeft .. 
ful character of the pretences of the A. I. C. C. with regard to 
helping the masses. But that is nothing new. The fact remains 
unsettled, what to do ? "Unemployment among intelligensia11 

"strikes & lock-outs" in industrial centers., "heavy burdens of taxes 
upon peasantry" are the direct effects of imperialist plunder .. 
Under such depressed conditions theses forces are groping blindly 
in one from or another. Mr. Avari tries to form an Republican 
army all on his own. Then we hear Mr. Horniman speeking about 
some elements eager to do some thing, hut what he is not certain ? 
A ·new group of "Congress Radicals" has sprung up in opposition 
of Mr. Sen Gupta. In other words this phenomenon is the result 
of ruthless exploitation of the Indian masses. All these revolts are 
evident, clea.r and natural under such a system of society. But to 
lead & guide these forces can and must be correct! y done through 
all means-press, agitation and orginization. One of the main 
mediums of agitation is the press· the Weeklies or Daily paper of 
every party. Speaking of such an elemantry principle we do not 
intend to criticize the attitude of our weekly papers,. which devote 
most of their space fOT outer problems rather than inner. Full space 
for foreign news & the growth of working class movement abroad 
is essential. At the same time it is essential to draw more attention 
to politics & especially to the work of aur own movement. We 
need to present all the facts about heavy exploitation of the masses. 
the agitation which is taki11g place, a!!d the programme lines of 
work necessary to combine all our forces together towards the com
mon goal·the full independence of India from British imperialism,. 
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. P 2137 <P> 
My dear Muzaffar, . 

I had written to you 3 letters including the fortnightly letter 
for your paper avd I am surprised to hear that you have not 
received any letter from me. 

' 

Your books are being sentto you in a day or two. I shall 
be sending you the Newspapers, from the date qf Spratt's case 
i. e. 26th mstant. 

My health IS worse-I don't kno;w how I can get on at. this 
rate poor health. But the Doctor is giving me mjections._ Let 

, 
us see. 

Sacco and Vanzetti Block can't be sent, because, we had 
borrowed it from 'Herald' 1 thin~, and ~t has been returned 
to them. 

.. 
You Know that Spratt's Defence Committee· has been formed 

for collecting money. Mirajkar is the Secretary--office 17 
Dwarkadas Bldgs.. members Bharucha, Ginwala, Dange, K. F. 
Nanm~n, jhabvala. Please try to collect as much money as possible 
and send the same here early. ' 

W1th greetings from Comrades, Yours-

P-2137 (P) (E) 

{Address on the envelopes) 

Muzaffar Ahmad, Esq., 

"Ganavani", 

37, Harrison Rd., 

Calcutta. 

I 
i' 

P. 2138· (P) 

Comrade Muzaffar, 

Sd/· S. V. Ghate. 

Gowal Toli~ 

Cawnpore .. 

I hope you are already m •rece1pt of my prev1ous letter .. 
After coming here bacK, I suddenly fell ill Was confined to bed 
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for three days. F eve1 and intestinal troubles had again erupted. 
It is only for the last two days that I feel b'etter. Hope you will 
kmdly let me know as to your health. 

Muzaffar, if you be receiving the foreign magazines like 
'As1a' or paper 'Foreign Affairs' then you w1ll kmdly sepd the!ll to 
me from hme to tune (after you have no use for them. 

Do you think you would be able to attend the Trade Union 
Congress? Do please, come. I a~ trymg hard for Chaman Lal 
and Dange. 

Wlll yoll please for my sake go ~o Mr. Baksh1 of Forward 
and ask him if he wQuld accept my HiJrat story m his p~per 1 
Reply soon. I shall try Jo make the story as palata be as poss1ble. 

Vfith Fraternal greetings 

Shaukat Usmani. 

Dear ~omrade Halim, 

After coming over here I received your letter for which 
;glease accept' my thanks. I hope you are quite in spirit. Whenever 
circumstances permit shall se~ 'you in Calcutta or elsewhere. , 

\ ., ~ ... " t 

As for my health Comrade Mt}.zaffar might have told you 
everything. · ' ' • ·::.' 

With Comradely greetings, 

Yours Brotherly, 

Shaukat U smani. 

p. 2138 <P>.<E> 
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P. 2109. 
THE LABOUR MONTHLY . 

A Mag~zin~ ,of lnter,na,t\onal ~a,bof!,r 
I 

Ed1tor: R. Palme Dutt 

Editonal ~ P.ubl.tllh,ing ,Qtpc,~~· 

BUC.Kl~GHAM Pi.\) .. f\C~ R04;Q, L9tNf?.O~, ·~· W. I. 

Telephone. Sloane 5412. 
• 11• r , I - ~ 

octo,ber 14th 
• 

1927. 

Dear S1r, 

"-CO,l,l:t\~ing .on Y,Ollr .~r~en~l,i~es .. s a~ .a Sf!b~c_r\bJr ,to the 
L5\.B9ff?R ~p~TJ:ILY, j ~W t~fin%,t~{!.l_berttJ ?r£-,rit'i~~ ;o Y.?,~ 
on 1ts a aus. 

~t,th~ p~ese~.t tnP~ent, by doctor's orders I am compelled 
to take a comple:e rest for a couple of months and interrupt all 
writmg, l.ncludihg the Notes of the Month. But before taking any 
such rest, I am very anx1ous to get mto touch w1th subscribers 

' and friends with regard to the financial posit10n of the L. M., 
which is a s~urce of very great anxiety. 

In common w1th all mdependent labottr journals in Britain, 
the L. M., has to meet with financial dzfficulties. The expenses 
of the L. M., are certamly lower than those of any camparable 
journal. All the services on the L. M., from that of the Editor 
to every contnbutor, and to our sellers and distributors in the 
working clas~ move~e?t, are '~9~pletelJ unpaid, and done from 
a desire to help in a common work But the bare costs of produc· 
tion for .a JOU~nal such as the )L. ,1\f., cannot be .P.::J.id t,qr by 
subscriptions alone, and the normal source of revenue, advertise• 
ments, ;w:htch t]J.~ ~1rculation and standmg of the journal wouM 
in other circumstances easily obtain, 1s of course closed to us. 
There is in consequence a. regular loss to be met, which cari only 
be met by the donations Qf ind1v!d~3rls. 

The donations of better-off indtviduals are naturally less 
j 11 ~ 'I '"' • l) l 

eas1ly avathble than they were a few years ago. The sliarpening 
of the class struggle in Britam, an.d · the sincere endeavq\(r, of the 
L. M., to remam faithlul to the issues of the working class 

I t ,, f • / ':t_' I f • 
struggle at every stage, whatever stage may come, w1tnout altenng 
or rlmchmg, has cost us the support of so_!lle for~~r !rxends. It 
1s therefore ali the more to those who still feel friendly to the work 
that we are domg, that we turn w1th confident appeal to help. 
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We who are workmg on the L. M., believe that it is 
performing a serious and genuine function in the workmg class 
movement, that 1t represents a smcere endeavour to think clearly 
and honestly and with common sense, to face current problems, 
to encourage discussion and to raise the theoretical level of the 
movement, and that its discontmuance would be a loss to the 
resources of the working class movement m Britam. 

If you feel this, even though possibly dzsagreeing w1th the 
editorial pohcy~ that the L. M., represents somethmg of value 
to help to maintain, I very earnestly appeal to you to do what IS. 

in your power in the way of a donation in support, greater or less 
according" to your means. 

,. Best of all would be if you fe!t able to guarantee a regular 
annual donation so as to place the L. M., on a secure basis. 

This appear would not be addressed, if fhe situation were 
not urgent. You will therefore be helping very greatly, if yon can 
reply quickly. 

Yours very fatthfully, 

Sd/R. Palme Dutt .. 

Edrtor .. 
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National Miners' Minority 

~tYVFJ~iJ~NJF 
District Secretarier: 

J PARKS, 2 CounCil Houses, W1ddmgton, Morpeth, N'land 

Tom THOMAS, 48 William Street, Ynysfur, Rhondda 

W. AllAN, 55 Auchenra~th Rd , Blantyre, Lanarkslure 

G J WIWAMS, 48 Lttleworth, Mansfield 

A. BROOKS, Bream Eaves, Bream, Glos. 

Alec EVANS, 62 Clayton Street, Wtgan. 

H. MORGAN, 15 Edward Place, Skellow, Doncoster 

Sam COTTERilL, 39 Beech Terrace, Blaydon·on·T yne. 

Muzaffar Ahmad, 

Hon. President: 

A. L. HORNER, 

93 Edward Street, Ma.rdy, 8. Wales 

National Organising Secretary: 

NAT WATKINS, 

38 Great Ormond Street, London, W.O. 1 

Official Organ· "THE WORKER" 

The Peasants' and Workers' Party of Bengal, 

37, Harnson Road, Thursday, 

xoth Nov 1927. Calcutta India. 

Dear Comrade, 

Comrade Pollitt is not in the country at the moment, and 
therefore I am giving the requisite attention to your communication 
of October 2oth. 

We are sorry to have to tell you that we cannot hold out 
hopes of contnbutwns being made towards the Funds of your 
weekly organ "Ganavani" because three of our comrades, Harry 
Polhtt, T.R. Strudwick and D. Beech, have just been involved 
in a Libel case, and we ourselves have to make an appeal to the 
workers to assist us in ra1smg funds for the very heavy cost of the 
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case, wh1ch have left us practically jn a state of bankruptcy. \Ve 
shaH have pleasure m handmg your appeal over the "W 01ker'' the 
offic1al organ of the Mmonty Movement with a request that a notice 

~ "'"' -
be 1o.serted. 

The three publications mentioned ,m your letter the Constl· 
tubon of the Mmonty Movement, the Report of the Fourth Annual 
Conference and specimen copy of Il)_emb,ersbl,J? card are enclosed 
herew1th 

We wish you t~e ,$'rea test ,possible s
1
uccess i~ your efforts 

to mob1hse the peasants and workers m Ind1a, and hope to 
recetve reports from you ,from time J:o tune as to J:he progress .made. 

¥ours fraternally, 

NAT WALKINS. 

N a tiona I Organising Secretary. 

P. 2140 ~ (l> 
NATIONAL, MINORITY MOVEMENT 

ROOM 14 FIRST FLOOR 

38. GREAT ORMOND STREET, LONDON, W· C· 1• 

REPORT Q.F ,FOVBTfi 
·A .. NNUAL CONFERE·N.GE 

HELD AT 

BATTERSEA TOWN HALL 
LONDON• 5· Vf· 1 

August 27th --28th. 1927 
WORKERS OF THE ,WORLD UNITE.t 

TWO PENCE 
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40 



SATURDAY MoRNING SEsSION 

1. CommJ.ttees ... 
2. Chauman's Addr.ess 

3 ResQlution on Sacco and Vanzett1 

. .. 
Page 

3 

3 

11 

4. Ret>'ort of Natwhal Exgcutfve Com:miitee ·••. 12 

5. Resolutwn on the Srtuatwn 1n Britain and the Tasks 
, of the Trade Umon Movement .. . 21 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

6. ResolutwuJon ·Anglo·Russutn l1mty1 ••• 31 

7. Messag~ to, Sacco and1Van~ett1 Dembnstration.''-' 32 

8. Resolutwn on Trade Union Act ... 33 

SuNDAl Mo:rtNING SESSION 

9. Mmers' Sectwn Report 

/ 10. Metal Sectwn. Rephrt · 

11. trransport Sectwrt Report 

12. · Builders· .... 

13. , Women ... 

14. Co-operators 

15. Miscellaneous 

16. Fraternal Messages •• 

··~ 

17. Resolutwn'on Trade Umon Unirly" 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

... 
•• 

35 

41 

45 

49 

49 

49 

50 

ISO 

50 

18. Resolution on Pos1tion of Bnt1sh• Seamen .... ' 51 

19. Resolutwn on the. Chmese Revolution 52 

20. Resolutwn on Internatwnal Co-operatwn 54 

21. Resolutwn on Pubhc Audit B11l 55 

~2. Election of N atwnal Executive Comm1ttee 55 

23. Fmal Report of Credentials Comm1ttee 55 

41 



THE·N A TION AL-MI N ORITY -MOVEMENT 

FOURTH ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 
SATURDAY MOR NINO SESSION 

The--conference was called' to order by comrade Tom 1\fann,. 
at Battersea Town Hall London, August 27th, 1927, at 10 am, and 
opened w1th the singmg of the "Internatwnale." 

(I) ELECTION OF COMMITTEES 

The, following, comrades were appomted to the vanous 
Committees. 

Standing Orders Committee 

J.,;£c.ott, J\.E.U.; A. Hermon, E T.U., I. P. Hughes, 1\I M. 
Groups, B Elhs, Miners. 

Credentials Committee 

G. Renshaw> Shop Assistants, G Shuttleworth, T. and 
G.W.U; J. Coburn, N.y R . 

(2) CHAIRMAN'~ ADDRESS 

CoMRADES,-It is my pnvdege to extend a. hearty welcome to the 
delegates to tlie Fourth Annual Conference of the N at10nal M:monty 
:Movement, and to congratulate the delegates and the Mo-rement 
upon the number of delegates present and the number of orgamsed' 
workers represented, notw1th-standmg the exceJ:ttwnal obstacles
that have been pla<red 1n our way. 

When our Conference was held last year, we were m the 
m1dst of the great struggle of the nnners wh1clr In many respects 
was a magm:ficent struggle, reflectmg the greatest credit on the vast 
bulk of the b:unmg populatwn, but whwh failed to resist the 
extenswn of workmg, hours and the reductiOn of wages of the mmers. 

As we all know, the mm€'rs were confronted w1th the orgams
ed forces of cap1tahsm In the field of pnvate enterpnse, and parti
cularly by the orgamsed capitalist State. The Gove:mment, and 
part1cularly the members of the Cabmet, used thmr pubhc pos1t10n 
and the national resources to fight and to destroy the mrners' chances 
of any betterment, and m the most barefaced way U$ed the natwnal 
mst1tutwns and the national finances in the class war to lower the 
standard of hfe of the mmers as the prehmmary to the same be· 
havwur to other sectwns. 

The spokesmen for the m1neowners and the Government 
declared most emphatwally that as a result of the policy they we1e 

42 



enf01cing, there would follow substantially more trade a~d better 
cond1twns for workers generally, and attemped to laugh to scorn 
those who decla1ed that the real trouble 1s to be found 1n the 
cap1tahst system 1t~elf that brmgs mcreasmg degradatiOn to the 
workers. ' 

What has followed upon the defeat of the mmers? The 
mmmg mdustry IS m a worse phght than ever Two hundred and 
fifty thousand men that formerly followed mmmg are m 1dleness; 
wages have fallen to so low ~:~.level as to be a byword and reproach to 
those compelled to accept them The metalworkers are m, almost 
S1m1lar phght, the engmeers for mstance, after fuhle negot1attons for 
three eonsecut1ve yea1s to get back that wh10h had been forced from 
them m 1922, and applrently serwusly claunmg a twenty sh1lhngs 
a week !l,dvance, are fobbed off w1th a m1serable two shllhngs. And 
the capitalists have the arrogance to tell the workers that only by such 
private ownership of machinery and private control of industry for 
personal profit, can industrial succes be achieved. Was there ever a 
more mi~erabfe failure? HR~~ not cap1tahsm demonstrated 1ts utter 
mabihty to handle the mdu:;tnal s1tuatwn except by still further 
reductwns m the stand!trd of hfe? 

This is the most colossal failure of histor}l That with ever· 
increasing knowledge and of power to bring into existence every essen· 
tial of life, the workers lot is one of increasing penury, his opportumt1 .. 
es for earnmg a hvehhood are more and more precar10us. 

It 1s astomshing that workers should fall to see the urgent 
neces01ty for clearmg out c.ap1talist control m the shortest possibl~ 
time and themselves accept the fullest responsibility and proceed to 
d1rect all mdustry m the communal interest- It IS astonishing that 
there should be any' hesitation m settmg up One U mon for AU 
Mmew01kers, the pohcy of the Mmonty Movement, and workmg 
for the N at10nahsat10n of the Mmes w1thout compensat10n and w1th 
wor~ers' control. 

We all know that there are trade nmons that dehberatel)" 
a1m at supportmg the existmg capitahst system. I hasten to make 
It unmistakably clear that the Mmouty Movement 1s opposed root 
and bt ctnch to capttahsm and alL 1ts works, and there Is no doubt 
whatever that the cap1tahsts themselves are fully ahve to the fact 
that the clearheaded and courageous amongst the workers are 
determmed to challenge the1r dommatwn and ate ar:tung stULight at. 
the control of industry by the workers. 

THE AN fl-TRADE UN ION~ ACT 

The Blackleg's Charter 

Jt 1.:; one hundred year:; .:;mce our father.:; fouqlt t fot ami wotr 
the ught to otg--tru.:;o m tmdo. umons; the boss cla-,q 111 Govouuueuu 
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!tnd out, fought the '' od,et <; at every step,and through the} ears they 
have contmued to 1e~1~t the workers usmg the umons to ptactlCal 
effect. Now, however, tbcv have laid themseh·es out w1th all the 
machmety of cap1tahst-made law, to he1n lD, he 'up~ gag and shfle 
the trade umomst of the futme who shrJI d~ue to take 01 encourage 
others.to taka effect1ve actwn by means of the, umons Co'f!lrades, 
by this Act JUSt passed the cap1tahsts show unmistakably that 
they ale ah ve to the fact that the unwns are becommg m1htant. 
And It IS for us to meet them With stlll more m1htancy from now 
on every umon should behave as a class conscwus workers' orgamsa~ 
t10n OUt tO wage the class war on the WOrkers' Side. 

How can the Act be defeated? By organised solidarity. Is it a 
practical ptoposition ? Beyond doubt it is the most practical of all 
questions for the workers at the present time. 

Sohdanty on, the part of the workers would enable the 
workera to oompletely defy and render null and void th1s dastardly 
Act that has JUst been earned wtth such cock- crowmg by the 
Government of the moneyed class. The right dispos1t10n put mto 
a one hundred per ceut stoppage for one smgle day would be suffi
Cient to abragtte the Act for ever If the General CounCil of the 
Trades u man Congress Will take actiOn to convene a Natwnal Con
ference to resolve up::m. mthtant dtrect actiOn agamst thts Act, we of 
the National Mmor1ty :Movement wlll work wholeheartedly to ensme 
success We warn all fellow workers agamst relying merely upon a 
determmat10n to vo~e agamst capttahst candidates at election tnnes. 
That, of course, ought to be done, but 1t reqmres somethmg with more 
revolutionary determmatwn than 'a vote to get nd of the accursed 
legtsla,ttve m1chmery the boss class have provided There is 110 po\ler 
the capitalists fear half so much as that of a properly conducted General 
~trike. r ' ' 

But there must be an end to the pohcy of excludmg m1htant 
fighters m the trade umon ranks The excluswn of such fightms 
from responsible posttwns m the umons or fwm attendmg as dele

gates· to Trades U man CJufetences must stop It Is spreadmg chaos 
anl eonfuswn in our ranks Ib 1s sphtmg the movement and helpmg 
the bosses to smash us. 

Let every mili,t1nt worker declare that he will defi

nitely aim at sl!curing th" greatest po.,sible endorsement of 

militant actLtn 01 th~ liraes her.! laid down and we will 

soon b.= prepJ.red for effective action 

FIGHT AND, RAISE THE SfANDARD OF LIFE 

The metalworkers st1ll have an enormous number m 1lllenoss 
m1.uy seotiOn'i ha.ve advocated the forty-four hour week as agam&t 
the present forty-seven hours, and th1s we dodare to be a very practi
cal prop:::>'3al And fm ther, we decl:ue there 1s nothmg standmg m 
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the way of getting the forty-four hour week other than the absence 
of sohda,nty on the part of the men engaged m the mdustry W a 
are not for spendmg ttme merely fault-findmg, but 1t 1s vitally neces
t=~ary to be clear as to whore our weakness hes, and m the metal 
trades especially, tt is as plam as a pikestaff that what 1s wanted IS 

umted actwn on the part of the ya.rwus unions, sk1lled and other, 
and greater Militancy 

The interminable conferences are sapping the vitality out 
of the unions and the conditions are such that the members 
should brook no delay, but begin at once to formulate and 
enforce the demand for reduced hours and increased wages, 

I 

vV1th the se:.tmen tt reqmres no Solomon to see what ts requued 
to put th~ seafanng men m a positwn that would enable them to com
mand and get better cond1t10ns, and that IS that they should become 
part of one General U man of 'rransport Workers. The sect10nalism 
of the British trade umon movement 1s a, d1sgrace to all havmg 
tespons1b1hty m connectwn w1th 1t Eleven hundred umons when 
not more than thuty mdustr1es, Is a ternble comment upon the fight
ing effimency of the movement. The Mmonty Movement stands 
for One U mon only for au mdustry and urges speedy actwn m the 
work of amalgamatiOn of all sectwnal umons on the basis named. 

1 

The year m front of us should see much done m the amalga
matiOn of th~ sectwnal umons. Varwus Trade Umon Congress 
have defimtely declared m favour of actwn m this directiOn, but the 
work needs speedmg up and Mmority Movement men must be ever 
active m th1s duectwn. 

THE UNEMPLOYED 

Sperdmg up 1s the order of the day m all mdustr~es. B1gger 
locomotives, pullmg b1ggcr loads, and the same number of men to 
man the tram Larger trucks, w1th more matenal, same men. 
Bigger ommbuses, more passengers, same crew. Btgger sh1ps and 
With 011 fuel, much less crew 'rhen comes the mternal combust10n 
cngme and no b01ler wanted, so further reductwn m crew Engmeers 
make tools and throw themselves out of work. And so on m all 
occupatwns "\Vlutt 1s the remedy for tlus ? Reductwn of the hours 
of work 1\fadue&~:~, bays the capztahst. Yes, and he wzll contmue 
to s:ty 1t, let hun contmue We must contmue to reduce the workmg 
homs 'rhts will neces.:ntate a ught mternatwnal relatwnshtp, w1th 
the unwus of other countnes and gtves urgency to the subJect. We 
r\qmre not merely relatwnslnp, bttt a fightmg pohoy of a very pract· 
twal char,teter. If decent relatwns obtamed between the umons 
mtcrnatwnally, the stx·hour day for mmers could be estbhshed w1th 
ease It 1s utterly wrong for those in work to metely pass resolutions 
m favour of steps bemg taken to 1mprove the cond1t10n of the unem~ 
played, and then plod on workmg the usual hours Of course, w1th .. 
out much more .orgamsatzon than we have now It cannot be done, 
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but the Important tlung Is to be clear-mmded as to what ought to be 
done, and then take actiOn I here declare that the ·workers of tha 

cocrntry should at once prepare for a substantial reductiOn of the 
workmg hours, and my honest opiniOn IS that the Six- hour day is a 
practwal and level-headed proposal and should be senously enter
tamed by all orgamsed workers Let us be clear that this Is the nght 
directiOn m whwh to travel and we can soon dectde upon the ways 
and means of enforcmg same. 

It is an outrage on decency to have a m1lhon men in enforced 
idleness as we have m this country, and those at work carrymg on 
as though, there had been no material advance m the methods of 
work. Ev~ry week that passes over w1thout such reductiOn means 
that an mcreasmg number of pe<ions find thmr way to becommg 
permanent paras1tes upon the commumty; and 1t should not be 
overlooked that the first step 1n workers'control of mdustry would be 
such a regulatiOn of the hours of work, as would apportion the total 
work to be done over the tota.l number available to do 1t. 

The Mmor1ty Movem~nt must be at It,. pwneenng the reduc
tiOn of hours a,nd so absorbmg the unemployed into the ranks of 
the actual workers. 

In the meantnn.e adequa-te mamtena.nc:e must be g~ven to all 
who are deprived of work. We must fight agamst the parsimony 
and meanness of our rulers, who would let the unemployed workers 
w1th the1r fa.rrnhes starve and rot rather than make adequate provis
IOn for them. 

WHAT OF THE FUTURE ? 

Bntish capithsm IS systema.tically extending its operations 
in colomal and sem1-colomal countnes. The wealth explmted from 
the workers .of this country Is bemg mvested m other countnes 
where- the workers are abJect slave The mmes m India mamly 

) 

owned by the mmeowners of th1s country, the wages m Ind1a aw so 
low that many cannot get enough nee to keep them in fit condition 
to work. They are on the " fodder basts " and lowest. and meanest 
fodder at that, and rt IS the output of these who work ten to twelve 
hours a day that IS put m competitwn against the l.~bour of the 
workers of th1s country Instead of carrymg the advantages of c1 v1l· 
isation to the countnes that are backward m economic development, 
ensurmg a decent educatiOn, relatrvely short workin0 hours and a, 

decent standard of hfe commensurate m some degree \Vl.th the mcrea
sed output made possrble by machme mdnstry,all the advanta,ges are 
taken by the master class,. and adults and children are made to slave 
as long as they have strength, no educatiOn, no somal hfe, but e'en 
the women w1th their ba.bres are slaves m mmes, sln.vcs m mllls and 
sla.ves everywhere .. 
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Is this to go on unchallenged ? Will not the trade 
unlonlts of Britain dare to ~hallenge the capitalists, 
fight them and overthrow their ten times accursed 

system ? Mealy-mouthed phrases of class collaboration 
are a gross Insult when used by the boss class,and foul 
treachery when used by those of the working class. 

Agam I declare, we of the Minor1ty Movement w1ll not let 
the cap1tahsts contmue to get away w1tb 1t, and we know full well 
that to stop 1t means a far b1gher form of mgamsat10n than we at 
present have, and needs also that the obJective shall be sepn far 
mo1e clearly by a much btgger percentage than 1s the case at 
present, but we are not as those w1thout hope We arc not of those 
who turn to the supeuor persons to be good enough to come to 
our a1d. On the contrary we have the fullest confidence m 
the power and gnm determmat10n of the worke1s themselves to handle 
the whole ~::~Ituatwn. The react1bnanes can only retard for a penod, 
the fearful and dull-witted can only block the path till the sturdy 
pwneers clear the course, and that 1s the work of the Mmonty 
Movement. 'J.1hat we are domg, and that we shall contmue to do 
w1th mcreasmg efficiency and mcreasmg volume And notlung can 
stop us And no one can stop us Our men are fired wtth the 
right resolve to reac'h the nght gqal m the mterest of the world's 
w01kers, fired w1th the greatness of the task and the nob1hty cf the 
work We know there is uo need for poverty and we are determined 
not to tolerate the domination of a small ruling class that imposes 
these conditions upon us 

:MUST HAVE A REAL INTERNATIONAL 

rn order to fight our way to freedom, we must have sensible. 
international relations between the workers of the various countrtes. 

We know too well that the mternatwnal relatwns are not 
satisfactory. We know and every one that has observed knows that 
the Amsterdam Internatwnal is a miserable pretence of an 
mternatwnal orgamsatwn, purportmg to mamtam the d1gmty of 
orgamsed Labour, 1t never even attempts to make a stand agamst 
the workers' enemres, the boss class. When have they shown 
sohdanty, not of the whole of the workers, but for those they profess 
to uphold? What sort of struggle d1d they put up for the Bnt1sh 
mmers? What hope 1s there that they are hkely to put up a fight 
for the metal workers of the world, or for those related to them and 
whose money has kept them ln ex1stence? The1r day has passed, 
they s1mply encumber the g10und) and the t1mo has arnved when 
we should Without further delay, umte m one real world-wtde 
InternatiOnal of the orgamsed w01ke1s of all lands The bas1s of 
such orgamsatwn must be the frank tecogmt1on of the class struggle, 
the objective must be the full control of industry by the workers. And 
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no time should be wasted m wrutmg to begin There are many 
m1lhons of ,orgamsed wo1kers anx10us to be m actwn combattmg the 
cap1tah')t'feact10n The so-called leaders who do not lead, "ho 
cannot lead, who w1ll not lead block the way. These must go. 
They must clear out of the positiOns they fail to fill adequately. 

Delegates mll see that the resolutions on the Conference 
Agenda deal effectively w1th all the Important quest10ns .affectmg us 
nationally and mternatwnally. It 1s true that we pomt to the 1dea.l; 
It 1s equally true that we deal w1th the practwal quest10ns of every· 
day hfe and whwh, when dealt wrth, will actually build up from 
below and raise the standard of hfe of those who are lowest m the 
social scale. 

The question of Anglo-Russian umty is of v1tal Importance. 
Such umty must be made a fact. The cowardice of those who 
whtlst bemg wishful to see umty and real fnendsh1p between Russia 
and thi::~ country, )les1tate to declare themselves for fear of bourgeois 
critiCism is exceedmgly p1 tlful. This Conference must pronounce 
in an unm1stakabl~ manner upon th1s and prepare for actwn, too. 

The revelations at the Paris Conference of the 'I F. T. U. are 
a record of sabotage and mtrigue-and from those, too, who accuse 
the Mmority Movement of disruptmg the movement. The T. U. C. 
have no longer any excuse for holdmg back. The T. U. C must 
take the mitiattve in securmg a world conference to reahse 
InternatiOnal Trade Umon Umty. 

I have had the oppottumty, of visitmg Chma and meetmg 
them m latge numbers, I shall be reportmg speCially upon this. 
Here I Wish to say that there l.i a very real trade umon movement 
m Chma It Is very young compared to this country, but they a1e 
growmg 1ap1dly notwtthstandmg the ternble obstacles opposmg 
them There are three m1lhon mdustr1al workers orgamsed m the 
trade umons and ten m1lhon peasants orgamsed m peasants' umons. 
They have many enemies of Chmese ongm, militarists, landlotds, 
tuchuns, merchants, compradores and bourgeoisie, but the greatest 
of all their enemies are the foreign 1mper1ahsts Always do the 
1mpehahsts ass1st the enemies of the Chmese workms and peasants, 
sometimes secretly, ofttimes openly, not merely With finance and 
ammumtwn, but also by actual massacre of the workers, slaymg 
them by hundreds to crush their attempts at ach1evmg theu 
freedom It is surely the bounden duty of every organised British 
worker to declare fearlessly on the side of the Chinese workers and 
against amperialBts equally when these impenahsts belong to this 
country, as when they do not. 

We of the Natwnal ~Imonty Movement w11l indulge m no 
ambtgmty,but p10clatm VIgorously that we take our stand \uth the 
Chmes wotker and agamst the explmtmg dounnatmg 1mpenahsts of 
th1s and of all other countues. 
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In conclUl3lOn, I want ~o pay homage to the memorJ pf our 
Ba.te com1ades, S.a.cco and V au.z;ettr, murdered last Monday. These 
men were murdered because they were opposed! to the caprtahst 
.system of socrety, the whole world. can see thrs, at least all those who 
have eyes capable of vrswn. The death of these men will not stop 
for one second of time any of the propagandarst actrvrty makmg tor 
the overthrow of that system. We agams pledge ourselves• to fight 
unceasmgly, and wrth evermcreasmg vrgour .agamst caprtahsm rn 
a.llrts fo:rms,not m some count:t:res only, butJ m a.IJ, confident, that our 
efforts will soon> be successful a.nd that the· workers of the w,orld will 
soon achreve thetr economrc and somal emanc~patwn. 

I 

I conclude wrth one more reference to Sacco and Vanzetti. 
These comrades were determmed fearlessly to resist the caprtahst 
f!ystem, but they were ateady workers, and! m. no w,ay tdentw~d wrth 
cnme. I am genw.nely of the opinron that tl;le onlY. reasons these 
men were sentenced to death was because they were fightmg the 
caprtahst system. We pledge ourselvea ~o, complete the work they 
partlmpated rn. It would b9 :fittmg comrades, were we to stand and 
have m mmd the grand work they dii and the courage they 
&splayed. 

• • 
The Uonferenee tha1ll rose. and stood 1n Silence. 

(3} RESOLUTION ON SACCO AND VANZEtTI 

Moved by Comrade MacMillbm, representing Glasgow No. 9 
branch. N'. U. R., and second by· Comrade Hammond', representing No. 
107 branch; N. A.R T. A. 

"The e~eeutton of Sacco and Vanzetti is one of the most htdeou$~ 
<mmes of its kind yet perpetrated by caprta.hsm. 

"We wrsh to record our hrghest admrrat10n of the wonderful 
firmness and endurance d\splayed by these two QOIDJ;:a,des m their 
seven long years of tortuous rmpr1sonment, waiting death for a 
cr1me whtch we, along wrth milh~ns throughout the world, are firmly 
oonvtneed they d1d not commit. 

"The1r only crrme was that they challeJilged the order of 
cap1tahst society, and rt was for th1s that they were really executed. 

"We convey to the1r fam1hes and dependents our deepest 
sympathy and condolences in their terr1ble suffenng and loss. 'fhe 
sacnfico of these brave comrades shall inspire us to greater deeds m 
our struggle against caprtahsm. 

"The refusal of Amencan capitalism to gtve up the1r vict1ms 
in face of an unprecedented wotld-w1de demand for JUStiCe marks a 
sharpemng of the class struggle everywhere. There 1s no 1eal 
Jllstwc under cap1tu.hsm,only a cap1tahst Justwe With the scales we1gh· 
ted heavily agamst the workers.. 
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"The raging of the "Wh1te Terror"in many countries throught 
the world ttl-day calls for a constant umted resistance by the 
workmg class of all lands 

"We must strengthen the bonds of wternatwnal workmg-class 
sohdar1ty, and reahse more clearly than ever before that the persecu
tion of the workers of one country 1s the concern of the workers of 
the whole world. 

"We place on record our apprema,t10n of the splendid work 
performed by the Internatwnal Class W a.r Pnsoners' A.ld m combat
ing the "White Terror" and defendmg the class-war pnsoners, and 
we call upon all workers to help forward the work of this movement. 
by all means m theu power." 

The resolut10n was earned unanimously. 

(4) REPORT OF NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE. 

I.-Introductory 

We have 1>leasure m presentmg our report to the Fourth 
Annual Conference of the N atwnal Mmority Movement. We are 
prompted to remmd our delegates that the fact that this IS our 
Forth Annual Conference is in Itself an mdwatwn of how 
deeply our Movement has its roots m the workmg crass move
ment of thiS country a,s a whole. At our first natwnal conference 

I 

m 1924, when the N atwnal Mmonty Movement was founded, there 
were many who referred to It as "another left-wlllg flash m the pan 
that will have Its httle day and then peter out." However, a 
consideratiOn of the followmg report of acttvitles will show tha.t 

we have accomplished much, and that we are bmldmg up a, 

movement of active trade nmomsts that neither the attacks of 
the capitahsts nor the trade union bureaucratic- leaders can sm-ash-. 

2.-Membership. 

Our membership consists of md1v1duai members, aflihatecr 
trade union branches and lodges, trade umon dls1tnct committees, 
and co-operat1ve gm1ds. 

We can record an mcrea.se in our mdiVlduarl membeish1p, but 
a decrease in our affiliated organ1satlons '.rhe latter 1s due to the 
fact that when m Apnl of th1s year the General Connell of the 
Trades U mon Congress mt1mated that any Trades Counml afuhated 
to the Natwnal Mmority Movement would nmther receive recogm
twn from the General CounCil nor be allowed to send delegates to 
the National Conference of Trades Counmls, your Executive Com
mittee decided to recommend the 22 Trades Councils affiliated to us 
to withdraw from our Movement m order to enable them to take 
part m Natwnal Trades Council act1v1ty. 
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We reahsed this was a senous demswn, but having regard to 
the pwneer work of the Mmor1ty Movement m obtammg even this 
degree of recogmtwn of the Trades Counclls by the General Counml, 
we felt that our demswn was m the best mterests of the Movement 
as a whole, and clearly showed who were the real sphtters m the 
Trade Union :Movement. The att1tude of the General Counml m 
this matter was afterwards endorsed by the N at10nal Conference 
of Trades Counmls. This demswn has m no way lessened our work 
inside the Trades Councils, and many workers have become mdividual 
members of our Movement as a result of this attack and the pohcy 
we adopted to meet It 

Smce our last Conference a great deal of time and attention 
has been given to the systematiC registratiOn and grouping of our 
m(}mbers. We have to-day not less than 190 groups, exermsmg 
a very great mfluence m their areas. This reflects Itself increasingly 
in the number of official oppositiOns our members wm, and the Wider 
mfluenee of our poh~y amongst the workers. 

In January of thiS year we commenced a new system of 
membership, datmg all membership as from January 1st, 1927, 
renewals to fall due on January 1st, 1928 This mvolved a big 
change as we had prevwusly allowed membership to date for one year 
from the day of apphcatwn. This method stlll apphes to affiliahons, 
and owmg to the financml d1fficult1es that we counter, It will be 
a long time before we get membership and affhation fees renewed 
on the same date each year. 

The Important thmg to note in connectwn w1th our member· 
ship Is that ne1ther the mdividual nor affiha.ted membership gives 
a true reflex of how widespread our mfluence 1s. 'J.lhis can best be 
Judged by the response to our vanous conferences, and the wllhngness 
that IS displayed m fightmg for our pohcy as laid down at such 
conferences. ' 

The stronger we grow the more severe the attacks made upon1 
us. Many trade umon executives forbid thetr branches to send 
delegates to our conferences. Other's hke the NatiOnal Union of 
General and Mummpal Workers have defimtely suspended both, 
branches and offiCials for havmg dared to attend Mmonty Movement; 
Conferences The N U. G. M. W. bemg led by democrats hke 
Mr. Thorne and Mr. Clynes, has actually Issued a document whwh. 
all candtdates for offiCial positwns must s1gn, certifying amongst 
other thmgs,that they are not members of the M.M. and do not beheve 
m Its pohcy. 

Yet reviewmg the pos1t10n as a whole, we can record m spite 
of the above tactws, an mcreased membership and vastly mctoased 
mflueuce campared wtth what we had last year. 
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3 -The AUners' Lock·out. 

:Durmg the pcuod between our Thud Annual Conference and 
the end' of Miners'' took-out our members were tireless m their 
actlv1t1es on behalf of the mmers Our ch1ef speakers mad.e a tour 
of th'e coalHelds (specutl attentwn bemg pa1d to the " black areas "), 
stimulatmg, an:i e'lc::>::trtgmg the strugglmg mmerg Th1s campaign 
w~s mtenslfied' aUer the adoptwn of the SouLh vVales proposals, 
but owmg to the lack of effective directwn by the M: F G. B. 
Executive, the most deCisive parts of the South Wales policy 
were never operated. 

I 

During the whole course of the Lock-out special attention 
was given to pmnting out the lessons of thQ mmmg strrrggle and 

1 
orgamsatwnal 1 

- weaknesses. Immediately the Lock-out was 
over our mmers' sectwn 1ssued' two special publicatiOns, 
one, "The Miners' Nex:t Task," the other, 'Bntish lVIineworkers' 
Unio,n," this bemg a draft constitution for a smgle miners' Union. 
This represents the most constructive piece of work, and has had 
the largest sale of any publication we have 1ssued . 

.t! Tbe Rank and File and the General Strike. 

When it became known that the General Counc1l of the 
Trades U mon C0ngress, was. callin~ a special c.oaference of Trade 
U m.ion Exex:ut:J.ves to dtscuss.. its report on the General Stnke., we 
immediately took ste;>s to organise a series of rank an.d file Trade 
Union Conferences. We did this because we knew that few rank 
and'filers woul'd be atteniing this Special Conferencer and that no 
executive woui·d be there wtth a mandate from the members of tts' 
own union. 

It was therefore necesary to show the workers the significance 
of this conference, and the need for influencmg its dectsions by 
pressure from the workers outside. Conference were arranged at 
Liverpool,. Cowden heath, London, Cardlii, Llanelly, Leeds, 
Glasgo,:v, Newcastle, Sheffield and Birmingham; the speakers were 
all prominent trade uniomsts. On the whQle the conferences were 
well-attended, and the lessons o£ the General Str1ke and the future 
policy of the Trade Umon Movement were thoroughly d1scussed. 

~ .. China. 

On January 3rd "Ve received a re1uest for Comrade Tom 
Menn to be reheved of ht3 engagements m order to enable him to 
proceed as one of an Int:!rn1.t10nal Workers' Delegation to Chma. 
Although a spec1al recru1ting campaign had been organised for 
Comrade Mann, we felt that the work he could do for the Chme::,e 
trade uniomsts was so 1mportant, and its effects would be so far· 
reachmg, that we readtly agreed he should go. 
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Comrade Mann leff for China on January 27th and returned 
on July 2nd. \Ve are all awa1tmg his report w1th the same interest 
as yourselves. 

From December 1926 to Februry 1927 events in China were 
movmg so rapidly that there was a constant need for careful expla· 
nation and dtrection of what the working class policy should be.. 
We never hesitated as to the Minority Movement's position, we 
have constantly advocated the whole resources of the Labour Move· 
ment being used on the s1de of the 'Chinese workers -and peasants. 
\Ve have advocated stnke action to prevent ~troops and munitions 
being -sent to Chma, and urged that a specml commission be sent to 
China 'from lthe T. U .C. in order to assist the Chinese Trade Union 
Movement. A policy, which, if adopted, would perhaps hav-e 
prevented the execution of many Chines Trade Union leaders, a4il 
this only 1took place when the Chmese traitor generals, hke Chiang 
Kai Shek knew 'they had the support of the armed forces of the 
1mperialists. 

In order to try and do something to rouse the workers to 
take action against the Government's \\-ar policy in regard to China, 
we had special leaflets distributed in ali the important seaport towns, 
and on Sunday, February 13th apd zoth, we organised a series of 
Trade Union meetings m the following maritime centres.Ports~outh, 
Plymouth Limehouse, Manchester and Liverpool. These meetings 
were well-attended and unanimous support was given to -a resolution 
sending fralernal greetingr; to the Chinese Nationalist Government, 
expressing whole-hearted approval of the Chinese Government's 
policy in refusmg to continue negotiations with the British Govern· 
ment until all armed forces were withdrawn, and demandmg that 
the General Council of the T.U.C. should take immedmte steps to 
frustrate the aims of warmongers by placing an embargo ·on the 
fitting, loading and removal of ships and trains intended for the 
transport of troops and munitions to China • 

• 
6.-The Capitalist Offensive. 

Immediately the Miners' Lock-out ended there was the usual 
outcry for _J.nd.a-strial peace." Promment leaders hastened to an· 
nounce the given peace in industry, a trade revival was in sight and 
"all must puU together!' We felt it our duty to warn trade umomsts 
that the end of the Lock-out meant not peace, but new preparations 
for war upon the rest of the workers. 

In January it became known that the Government was going 
to make changes in regard to the Poor Law Admtmstratlon that in 
effect would practically mean the abolit10n of the existing Poor Law 
Guard1ans. Chester·le·Street l3edwelty and \VeJt Ham had already 
pomtted the way to the Tory policy for the ~hole country. 

In Febntary came the report of the BlanPsburgh Com'llissJOn 
on Uncmplormenl lno;;urance w1th 1ts proposals for reducing the . . 



benefit ot single men over 21 by rs. per week, g1vmg th1s married 
men~ its heavy reductions m the benefit to women and to the youth 
of both sexes, its aboht10n of extended benefit, and its general accep .. 
tance of the pernicious pnnctple of starving the unemployed to keep 
the general level of wages low. To make matters worse this was 
a unammous report, which meant that 1t was signed by the three 
so~called Labour representatives, Frank Hodges, A. Holmes and 
M. Bondfield. 

In march inspired speeches were made ·and articles published 
showing that the Government mtenc.led to introduce legislation 
against the Trade Union Movement that would stnke a ternfic blow 
at the existing practices and policy of the Movement. In addition 
troops were bemg sent to Chma and scurrilous attacks were being 
made upon Sov1et Russm, all showing that at home and abroad 
the Tory Government felt strong enough to launch a new offensive 
agamst the workers Your Execuhve Committee felt 1t necessary 
to place all these v1tal 1~sues clearly before the workers, and if 
posstble rouse them to act10n. V..7 e therefore announced dunng 
March that a senes of conferences in ten provmcial centres would 
be held on Apnl 23rd--and 24th, and a special National Conference 
in London on A pnl 30th, the agenda at all these conferences be mg •• 

r: The Attack on the Bntish Workers:-

(a) The Poor Law Proposals. 

(b) The ~lanesburgh Report. 

(c) The Trade Union Blll. 

2. The Attack on the Chinese and Russian Workers. 

Immediately after we had commenced to organise these 
conferences the Labour Party announced a special conference m 
Sheffield on April 23rd on the Poor Law, and the General Council 
a Spec1al Conte.rence of Trade tJ mon Executives on the Trade 
Umon Bdl • 

. Our Conferences were held in the followmg towns, Btrmln· 
gham, Manchester, Liverpool, Sheffield, Leeds, Newcastle, Crediff, 
Plymouth, F1fe, Bnstol and London. The average representation 
in the provmc1al towns was 65 delegates representmg 22,662 wor· 
kers, and m London 446 delegates represented 300,000 workers. 
Questions and d1scusswns were of a high order, and the resolutions 
subm1tted to the Conferences adopted unanimously. 

7.-The Trade Union Bill. 

It soon became clear that the Spec1al Conferences argamsed 
by the Trade Union Defence Committee were not to be allowed to 
make any departure from the official policy of pwus phrase·monger· 
ing. Our members have everywhere put forward the demand for 
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organised parliamentary obstrucbop and the need for preparing for 
a General Stnke as the most effective way to defeat the Bill. 

As the campaign develope.d in the country and in parliament, 
it became clear that the Government was not in the least shaken in 
its determination to operate the Btll. We began_ to demand .answers 
to vttal questions askmg the policy of the Trade' Unions in regard 
to the Btll. Would they recogmse it as a legal me:rsure, or would 
they defy it and refttse to operate it or alter thetr

1 
rules to meet the 

new legal posttlon? As we go to press a· national phlicy has not 
been decided upon, the result 1s chaos and confusion. The Union 
of Post Office Workers is going to leave the Labour Party and the 
T.U.C. The N.U.R. is going to alter 1ts rules to meet the require· 
ments of the B1ll. The T. & G.W.U. is not going to operate the 
Btll. This 1S how the Movement stands at present. Our Con·, 
ference must gtve the lead that the official leadershtp is apparently 
incapable of giving. 

8.-''The Worker" 

Immediately after the last Conference our paper "The 
Worker" was brought from Glasgow to London. There was verY, 
soon a marked increase in the circulation and a complete change in 
the character of the paper. We beheve that today, "TheW orker"can 
justly claim to be the best Trade Uniop paper in the Movement; for 
reliable facts, figures and information it stands unrivalled and . it 
represents the medium through which week by week we are able to 
place our po Hey before th,e workers. 

We regret, however, that the circulation of our paper is still very 
small, and unless there is a. rapid increase we shall be faced with 
the possibility of having to discontinue publication. We hope the 
Conference will take steps to ensure that every delegate becomes 
a regular reader and seller of the paper. In addition we urge the 
delegates to wnte to the paper on questions affecting their own 
unions or trade uniomsts generally. 

9.-Publications. 

At the first meeting of the Executlve Committee subsequent 
to the las~ Conference, plans were made for publishing a comprelJ.en
sive senes of pamphlets covering the main industries and unions. 
We believe that our Fourth Conference will unammously endorse 
our work in this direction. The following is a hst of the various 
publications tssued since August, 1926.-

"The Const1tut1on and Structure of the Minority Movement.', 

"Brihsh and Russmn Workers." 
~ 

"The Miners, Next Task." 

"Constituion for One Miners' U mon." 
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"One Mineworkers, Union-Why ~, " 

"\Vhafs Wrong in the Engmeermg Industry?'' 

".The Struggle of Bntish Seamen.'' 

''Havelock W1lson Exposed" 

"What's \V10ng in the Textile Industry?" 

"Is Trade Unionism Played Out?' 

"'f,rade Union Leadership." 

"The Cds1s o! Trade Unionism., 

We have on hand a pamphlet dealing with the position of 
the rnilways, and -also a new, constitution for one union for the 
building trade workers. In add1tion we have pttbhshed a series of 
leaflets dealing with vanous issues as they have arisen. 

The more literature we publish, the w1sJ.er and more concrete 
becomes our influence, and wtth contmued support the Executive 
Committee 'will endeavour to mcrease the number of publications 
next year. 

10 -Conclusion. 

Our Youth, Co·operahve and Women's Departme~ts, having 
only been estabhshed last year, have, of course, not been able to 
record the same development as our older sections, but what has 
been done m these three departments indicates that by our next 
Conference we shall be able to record a substanllal increase in their, 
influence in the various spheres of their achvity. 

\ 

Our Miners, Metal Workers and Transport \Vorkers' Sec-
tions still remain in the order named, our strongest s-ections. The 
Printing Workers' Section is now better organised, its paper, "The 
Printers' P1lot," has a circulation of 4,000, and exerts a definite 
influence (particularly in London) throughout the printing trades. 

The Bullders' Section has done very good work inside the 
branches and Shop Stewards Councils. S1nce the controversy on 
amalgamation or confederation m th1s industry the section has been 
bnsy preparmg a new constitution for one unwn for the whoJe 
builctmg industry, wh1ch we beheve when published wlll have a w1de 
c1rculation and influence. 

The groups associated with the varions general labour umons 
are carrymg on effective work under difficult C1rcumssances, more 
parllcularly smce the suspens10n pohcy has been· operated, but 
before long we shall have such strong M. M. groups w1thm these 
unions, that the reactionary bureaucrats w1th their sphttmg policy 
will be swept away. 
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The review of what has been done indicates a tremendous 
!ffilount of work on the part of all connected w1th our Movement. 
vV e take thts opportumty of thanking all the comrades in the districts 
and at headquarters who have given their services so freely and 
constantly dunng the past yeai:". 

It has been a year of hard work, but we are now securely 
established :as the main dr1ving force of British trade unionism. 

\Ve call upon every serious·minded worker to rally to the 
banner of the National rnmority Movement. Our programme and 
pohcy are of the character that alone can give _the Movement that 
new outlook and pu~pose rendered necessary by the new world 
economic siluahon. 

Signed: 

W. ALLAN. - H, POLLlTT. 

E. COLLINS. T. QUELCH. 

S. ELSBURY F, ROWLANDS.· 

G. FLETCHER. N. SHIELDS. 

W. HANNINGTON. F. SMITH. 

G HARDY. \V. STOKj:S. 

A. HORNER. T. STRUDWICK. 

I P. HUGHES. ]. TANNER • . 
P. KERRIGAN. A. TOMKINS. 

, 

G. H. LEE. W. WARD. 

' TOM MANN. N. WATKINS. 

G. T. Mcl\llL LAN. MRS. WHOMACK. 

C J. MOODY. 

The Report was considered paragraph by paragraph and 
adopted uamm<>usly. " 

(5) 'I HE SITUATION IN BRITAIN AND THE 

TASKS OF THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT 

Moved by Arthur llorner ( S, W. F M, E. C. of the. 
M F G. 8 J representing E.C. of, National Minority Move• 
ment, and seconded by Peter Kerrigan (A. E. U, Glasgow) 
representing Spring burn No, 4 branch. · 

introduction . . 
THE class struggles of ever mcreasing rnagmtude m post-war 



Britain of which the General Strike of fast year was a manifestation, 
are due to the fact that cap1tahsm m Britain IS m declme. This 
process is marked by a contmua!10n of the cap1tahst offen~ive 
against the working class 1 through the Ttades Du;pu.tes, Btll, the 
Blanesburgh Proposals, Poor Law Reform and the Reform of tht.. 

House of Lords. 

These p1easures against the workmg clas-s- md1cate quite 
clearly that th~l"uling class m 1ts frenzied attempts to mam.tain 1ts 
domination seeks, to shad:le the protective organs of the workmg 
class-the trade umons-m orde'f to impose further reductwns of 
w~ges, lengthen hours and generally lower the standards of the 

working class. 

In addttion to this offenstve against the Bntish working class 
British In perialism plays an mcreasing counter-revolutionary role 1n 
world politics .. The mihtary and naval interventiOn m Chma against 
the workers and peasants of Chma who are strugghng agamst 
lmperiahst dominatwn, and the breaking of trade and dtplomahc 

.. relation with. the U .. S~ S .. R. as prelude to war, completes the 
offensive of British Imperiahsm in three mam pomtsr 

An examinahon of the sttuah~n of Bnhsh industry and trade 

internally and exiernally gives the key tv the de'Clme of Bnttsh 
industry and the counter-revolutionary role of Bntish lmpenahc;m 
It also explains the mcreasmg revolutiOmsatu>n o.f the Bnttsh 
working class" and impendmg class confucts and struggles of even 
greater magnitude than the General Strike of 19z6. 

The Decline of British Industry. 

Even bef0re the War of 1914·1~ Entlsh capitalism had entered 
upon the process. of declme, but a dechnc with occass10nal penods 
of recovery and boom. S mce 19 20, however, the process of dechne 
has almost been continuous as the tremendous unemployment 
figures and recipients of Poor Law rehe£ demonstrate.. The baste 
mdustries, coal, uon and steel, sh1pbuildmg, engmeenng and 
textiles, which normally employ the maJor proportion of the workmg 
class, have suffered to a greater degree than the Jess bas1c or luxury 
trades. Foreign competition, especially German, was the mam 
factor undermming Bntish capitahsm before the war, but unfortun~ 
ately for Bntam the capttalbt mode of productiOn knows no natwnal 
boundanes,. and countnes which were formerly Bntam s customers 
have now become her competitors The result Is to· be seen in a 
compariSon of the total production and trade of Bntam m 1913 and 
1926. The total produ~tton on the 1913 level ( 10.:>) \\as m 
1926 only 65 .. 5 per cent. and the correspondmg declme 10 the volume 
of foretgn trade takmg •191 3 as xoo, m 1926 imports were 1,;: I, 

re-exports 76, and net exports 58. (In CJmpanng 1913 and 1926 

figures the econom1c effects of the G:!neral Stnke and the Mmmg 



Lock·out shol.tld be kept in v1ew, but even in 1925, a normal year, 
total production was only approximately g_, per cent of 191~ level). 
The decJme, however, has 1t origin not m the General Stnke, but m 
vanous factors ansmg in the post·war penod. The enormous 
destructiOn of wealth durmg the war has resulted in an 1mpover1shed 
home and world market, the mdustnalisation of the dommtons and 
colomes which rece1ved a considerab!e impetus durmg the war, 
the powerful competttlon of U.S.A. and Japan in world markets, 
and the out of date technique of production in Bntain are all 
factors wh1ch contribute to the general chaos of the capttahst 
c.;ystem m Brtain. 

At the end of 1925, a normal year, It was possible for capi· 
tahst commentators to wnte:-

" I 92 5 stands out as the worst yet experienced in the coal 
industry''. 

"In no year since 1921 have condttions been so unprofitable" 
(Iron and Steel Trades ). 

"Sh1pbuildmg in 1925 has been the most depressed mdustry 
in the contry." 

"The shipping industry was more depressed than at any tlme 
since 1920." Etc., etc. 

The General Strike and Miners' Lock-out only aggravated 
the situation as the followmg figures reveal. 

Production of (in million tons). 

Year. Iron. Steel. Coal. Sh1pbU1ldmg 

1913 ..... ... 1026 7'563 287'0 1932 

1925 .... . ... 6'24 7'400 233'0 105 

1926 2'44 3'56 126'0 '693 

81de by s1de wtth this declme m productwn, there 1s a correspon
dmg decline of exportq 

Exports (in miltion tons). In 1mlhon 
sq. yds. 

Year. Coal. Iron. Steel Cotton Pl~ce 
Goods. 

1913 .... .. 73 g 1'12 4'97 7'075 

1925 .... . 50'82 '56 3'73 4'434 

1926 . 2060 '31 29U 3 834 

The capttahst class m 1ts attempt to stab1hso Its mdustry 
developes mow and mo1e towards conccntt..ttwn and monopoly both 
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m bankmg and mdustry The mter-relatwn between bankmg ana 
mdustr1al capital characteused by Lemn as Pmance Ct:Lprtal IS 

becommg more marked m Bntam than before the war The B1g 
Frve Banks control 66 1/ 8 of the total ban'kers' capital, and donnnate 
80 per cent. of the bankmg busmess The same process of monopoly 
and t1 ustlfication 1s bemg apphed to Industry m an mcreasmg degree 
as for example -

Railways -Four companies (mterrelated) control entrr:e railway 
system. 

Sh1ppmg -Half of British or 1
/ 3 of world sh1ppmg controlled 

by s1x groups 

Sh1pbmldmg -Two· thirds of total capacity controlled by ten 
enterprises. 

Electrwal Engmeermg(Heavy).-In the hands of four com4 

J>I:1DleS. 

Iron and Steel.-75 per cent. of output controlled by 30 firms 
{50 per cent. by 4 groups). , 

Coal -1,400 undertakiDgs, 60 of whwh control over 50 per -cent. 
of output. 

Ohemwals and Explosives.-Controlled by Impenal Chemwals 
Ltd. {Mond). 

Cotton Thread -Coats' Oombme. 
I 

Dyeing Industry -Dommated by Bradford Dyers' Asso01at10n. 

ArtifiCial Silk -Courtaulds control 90 per cent of trade. 

JYieat.-Union Cold S,torage control 40 per cent. meat Imports. 

Soap, etc -80 per cent output by Lever Bros. 

Before the war Bntam ·was the stronghold of free trade and 
economiC mdtviduahsm, to-day trustmcatwn and ~onopoly are 
essential features, and free trade has been teplaced by safeguardmg 
of mdustry by tanff walls which lB an mdwat10n of the deepemng of 
competitiOn on a world scale 

Th1s process of finance cap1tal reveals also an mcreasmg growth 
of parasitism, a growth of the rent1er ~Zlass whiCh obtams 1ts mcome 
solely from mvestments. In 1900 over £60 mllhooo were received m 
mterest on foreign mvestments, while m 1926 th1s had mcreased to 
over £270 mdhon Income from pubhc compames; Government and 
Mummpal secunties and bank cap1talm 1914 only amounted to £522 
mtlhons, reached £1,140 millions m 1921, and out of tho natwn::tl 
mcome m 1925 of £3,400 mllhons, £2,040 millions was obtamed from 
reut, mterel:!t, plOfits and salanes. Durmg the peuod from 1020 to 
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1926 the wductions m wages of the workmg class are estimated at. 
£10'5 m1lhons per week. 

Enough has been said to mdicata the s1tuatwn mterna;lly and 
to complete the survey. Au exammatwn of the external factors
whiCh have a1 bearrng on Br1tam's dechne lS worthy of study. In: 
the temporary ehmmatwn of Germany following the war, a new and 
more serwus compet1tor appeared m the· U.S A.., wh10h 1n every 
sphere has successfully challanged Bntam''s cfaim to world power. 
As the creditor of the whole world mth the abit1ty to e:tport capital 
to Europe, South AmeriCa and the East and m an mcreasing degree 
to the Bnt1sh Domm10ns and Colonies, the US A. appe!llrs as the 
dommant fi:nanc1al power. In 1926 Br1t1ar.r's total fore1gn loans 
amounted to .£99 m1lhons, wh1le U. S·.A. totalled ov-er £216 m1lhohs. 
In 1926 the figures were respect1vely £122 arrd £221 mdhonS' 
("Satist"} The total inve'Btments abroad ofi the U.S.A .. have 
reached over $12',000' m1lhon dollars. (Latm .AmeriCa 4,210, C'anada.-
2,825 and Europe 2',500). Not only m the' field of financer ¥lut alscr · 
tn the development of export trade does tr.S A tend to· outr1val1 

Britain. In 191& Bntam exported 13! 93 per oon:t'i .. of the world' 
trade a;nd U.S A. 13 34 per cent.. Irr 192& Brrtain only exported: 
12 43 per cent as agamst 16' 04 per cent. of tltE!' U B.A. 

The mcreasmg penetratwn of U.S A. mto Bntmn's prmmpal 
markets 1s revealed m the followmg statLstJics :-

Pe.rentage of Total Imports 

From Imila"~ Germany AustraHa Prance. 

I9I3 1925 1913- 1925 I9I3 192.) f9IJ I9:Z) 

Great Bnta111 64 2. 52.2 SI 76 S I 8 43·9' lj. 2 I3')o4 

US.A r • 26 6 I PS-9 17·'1 J:t 7 2+6· J.i()6 14·5• 

From Canada Argentine. Clumt 
1913 1']25 19'13 I92S 1913 192$ 

' 

Great Br1tatn 21.3 17 7 3 I l 22 6 16 s 91 

U.S.A ... 640 65 8 141 23,.4 60 14 8 

The· figures for Indut,, Australia and C'anadaJ mdicate the 
increasmg penetration mto Empue markets by the U.S.A. whlle the 
changed role <>f Bntam and U .SA. m Argenbne- and Chma. elearly 
ind10ates the process of Br1t1-3h dechne. 

The expansion of tndustry lDI the Co~onws wh10h liS m.aktng 
them mdependent of Bntam has proceedecltapadly smce the war. 
In Canada tn.1910 there were 19,000. factor1es employing 515,000 
workers w1th a total output of 1,24 7 mllhons doLlars, the correspond
InO' ficrures for 1925 were 42,406 estabhshmen.tr; w1th a total cap1tn.l 

0 0 

cf 3,·13U tnllhon dollars. In Austra.ha m l!HO there were 13,800 
fa.ctone'i w1th 286,000 employees and a p10duct1ve value of .£9~ 
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millionS" In 1935 tbme were ~0,795 factones "'1th 439,949 
employees With a productrve value of £380 8 m1lhons 
With her supphes of coal and uon and wool Austmha. 1s 

endeavourmg to became the mdustnal centle of the Southern Pamfio 
New Zealand also has mcreased her factones and employees, and 
capital mvested has risen from £16,731,000 m 1910 to £84,000,000 
m 1925 South Africa steadily Imports machmery (over £3 mllhons 
each yea.1), and the number of enterpuses mcreased from 1,645 m 
1913 to 7,005 With 180,000 workers. Coal product10n has developed 
from about 8 m1lhon tons J.n Hll3 to 13 mllhon tons m 1925, and 
employmg over 50,000 worker, while the metal and engmeenng 
trades absorb over 30,000 workers. A conmderable expans10n m coal, 
iron and steel and metal mdustry IS to be expected m the near future 
m South Afrwa. S1mllarly m India does the development of mdustry 
proceed. The number of workers subject to the Indian Factory Acts 
(tn. 4,827 establishments) m-19 .. U was 1,238,410, divided mto the 
iollowmg mammduHtr1es Cotton spmmng and weavmg, 282,297, 
jute.mllls, 264,373, rall and tram shops, 115,529, cotton gummmg, 
133,323, engmeering, 39,112, 1ron and steel productiOns, 17,145 and 
woollen mills, 11,152 Coal produc~10n has 1ficreabed from approxi
mately 16 mllhon tons m HH3 to over 21 million tons m 1925, and 
steel production from 183,000 tons m 1918 to 450,000 m 1925. The 
:rtnport of maiChmery and railway matieruLl valued rut £9 9 a.nd £33 
mdhons respectively m 1925 can only extenu this proeess~ 

SuffiCient has been quoted tO! show the- tremendous growth of 
mdustry, m the most Important pomts of the British Empire and 
how this process contnbutes to the dechne of Br1tam. Reference 
has already been made to the fact that Bntam's share of world exports 

' had declined from 13 93 to 12.43 per cent. of the world's total, but 
durmg the same penod, that of all other parts of the Empue had 
mcreased from 13,21 to 17.97 per cent. m the same per10d and 
correspondmgly th~ Empire as a market for Bnt1sh produc~s has 
actually shrunk. 

The pohtwal refiect10n of the econom1o divergence of the 
Domm10ns and the Colomes froii' Bntan:r expr~:sses 1tself mfevensh 
efforts to achieve Empue econom10 umty at Imperial 
Conferences. However, mstead of mcreasmg umty the results of the 
mdustnahsat10n of the Empue are towards mcreasmg divergence. 
This process coupled with the mcreased finanCial and tradmg penetr
atiOn of the Empue by U SA. clearly demonstrates that the process 
of deohhe st1ll contmues In Emope, too, the s1tuat10n bns~les 
with difficulties fot Bnt1sh capitalism. The rap1d recovery of 
Germany as a result of the golden stream of U S.A. dollars and the 
comphoat10ns whwh are mcreasmg from the operatwn of the Dawes 
Plan m marketmg reparat10ns 1s reactmg agamst the basw mdustnes 
of Br1tam. The tendency towards approachments between Germany 
and France as mstance in the steel ca,rtel, all these have the effect 
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of undermimng the politiCal and industrial supremacy of_Brttain in 
Europe. The .development of the Nationalist Movements in India, 
Egypt and partiCularly m China w1th therr mcreaaing revolt against 
Imperiahst explmtat10n only create new problems m maintatmng 
greater armed forces m holdmg down those subJect people_. 

The development of the U S S R. m the building of Socialism 
and the resultmg Improvement m the condthons of the workers ana
peasants known to the British working class. To the oppressed 
people of the Colomes and subJect natwns as to the workers of 
Bntam, Sov1et Russ1a has g1ven moraJ and material assistance to 
free themselves from the gr1p of Imperiahsm and. thereby; earned the 
undymg hatred of the British bou.rgeoisw. Bntish imperialism, sw.:
rounded on, every hand by msupera.ble dJ.fliculties,, 1s at.temptlTJg to 
overcome them at the expense of the BnttSh workmg class,, by milit
ary and naval mterventwn m Chma. and. by breakmg trade and dip
lomatiC relations wttb: the first workers'state-the U.S.S R. 

The Revolutionisation of the Working Class. 

We have only to review the industrial struggles of the 
working class since 1921 to understand the increasing conflict. which 
arises m the process of capitalist decline. In the six years period 
between 1906 and 1911, 38 68. milhon working days, were lost, 
between 1918-23, 183 81 million working days were lost, and in the 
penod of 1924·26, three years only, exceeded the total for the 
precedmg s1x years of 1918·23. The degree of success in these 
struggles has only been the expenence. Shackled by a. Trade U mon 
bureaucracy and an out of date orgamsational machine the working 
class has been forced to make concess10ns in wages to the extent 
of .£10 5 Irnlhons per week, and in hours In the case of the 
mmers. 

Unemployment, always a. permanent feature of cap1tahst 
somety has assumed tremendous proport10ns in the post·war period. 
The highest percehtage of Trade Umon unemployed in pre-war 
penod was m 1908 when 7.8 per cent. was unemployed. In 1914 
only 3 3 per cent, in 1926 12.1 per cent. In conJunction with the 
Trade Union unemployed figures must be noticed the enormous 
amount of short time worked in the mining and textile industries 
in particular. The expenditure on Poor Law relief despite the 
tightening up of regulat10ns c-ontinues to expand. In 1913 the 
expenditure for 794.227 was £11.59 m1lhons, wh1le in 1925 the 
expenditure had mcreased to £31.21 millions With 1,205,267 
reCipients. In 1926 the General Stnke and Mming Lock-out almost 
doubled these figures, and the present recipients increased as the 
process of dtsallowed benefits ( to the extent of over 40,000 per 
month) through the t1ghtemng regulatiOn m the adm1mstrat10n 
of Unemployment Benefit at the Labour Exchanges That tlus 
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policy of mcreasmg 1mpovenshment 1s to be extended 1S foreshado
wed m the Blanesburgh Proposals and the Reform of the Poor Law. 
Another factor IS the simphficatwn of the Labour process m mdustry 
by the use of Improved machmery whwh enables more unskilled 
workers, men and women and young workers to be absorbed m 
industry In this process of reducmg workmg crass standards a 
not10eable feature 1s the tendency towards levelhng of the wages 
Not an upward tendency towards the skilled workers' wages, but a 
downward tendency of. skilled workers to unskilled' rates ( ~. e. 
engineers and unskilled workers-). 

The pohtical and indb"strial outlook of the working class-r 
, however, has undergone a considerable change m companson w1th 
pre-war ifays. The war left the ex1st'Ing leadership of the Trade 
Umon Movement bankrupt of any Ideas or methods as to conductmg 
the workers' struggle m the penod of cap1tdist dechne. Class 
collaboration, the pofwy ad'opted 1rr the pre-war penod, gave to 
the Bnt1sh worlnng class certam "palliatives," but the same pohcy 
m the post-war has only meant worse conmtwns. Consequently 
there has developed an opposition to this pohcy of , Ref or m1sm· 
expresRmg Itself m the National Mmonty Movement.,. 

To-day the correctness of. the policy of the N a tiona!' Minonty 
Movement 1s bemg clearly demonstrated. Toe short Boom followmg 
the Mmmg Lock-out 1s passing The coal industry approaches 
another cnsis despite the sacrifices in wages and hours. Iron and' 
steel, shipbmldmg and engineering textifes, air the basic industries, 
are faced w1th Baldw:1nrs slogan, "the wages- of all wo~kers must1 
come down" 

RE~OLUTION-

"This Conference declares-therefore, that as a result of thut 
analysis, the followmg programme provides the best means whereby 
the Trade U mon ·Movement can be reorgamsed tov fight the battles 
of the workmg class. 

1. Campaign for 100 per cent. Trade U nlOOism· and the 
formation wherever poss1ble of workshop commtttees, the members 
of whwh are to be guaranteed from vwturusatwn by thell' varwus 
Trade U mons 

2 The reorgamsation of the local Trades Councils to· 
transform them mto the local umfymg centres of tbe working class 
movement. 

3 Affihatwn of the N atwnal Unemployed Workers' 
Commtttee Movement and the loca.l Trades CounCils to the Trade-:; 
U mon Congress and the acceptance of representatives from these 
orgauisatlons upon the General Coua01l of the T.U C. 
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4 Acceptance ol the principle of one union for each industry 
and the 'lmmedmte .amalgamatiOn. of umons m kmdred mdustries as a 
step to the reahsat10n of mdustnal uruomsm .. 

5. The .appomtment of a General Council of the Trades 
U mon Congress elected by and at the Congress from nommat10ns 
made by the delegates present, such counCil to have full powers to 
d1rect the whole pohcy of the Trade Umon Movement and be under 
obhgat10n to the Trades U mon Congress to use that power to fight 
.more effectively the battles of the w-orkers. 

6. A fight for one umted Tra,des Umon InternatiOnal and 
demand' that the General Conned take the Initiative through the 
Anglo· Russian Advisory Counc1l to conduct Immediate propaganda 
and agitatlJ.on so as t0 make pos&Ible the callmg of a World Trade 
U mon Congress out of whwh the umted Trade Union InternatiOnal 
can be created 

7. Popo.laru;atwn and orgamsat1on of Workers' Defence 
Corps whwh shall prevent the orgamsat10n of the workers bemg 
destroyed dur1ng the periOds of acute class struggle. 

8. The ·bu'lldmg utp of Mmority Groups in 'every industry 
-so that as a resalt of organised acttvity the pohcy and Ideals of the 
Mmonty Movement may be made the pohcy of the Movement as 
a whole. 

'9. Youth Demands:-

(a) The re-employment of all young unemployed workers 
and contmned -educatiOn -and vocat10nal trainmg for all ~young 
workers up to l.S m special apprentice departments and workshop 
schools withm the factories on the basis of paid work according to 
the umon sca.le of wages. 

(b) Fixmg of m1mmum wage demands for young workers 
accordmg to indastry. 

(c) Unemployed relief for .all young unemyloyed on 
followmg scale. 14·16 years, lOs per week; 16·18, 15s. per week. 

(d) A 6-hour day for all young workers. Abohtwn of 
overtune. 

(e) Abolitmn of Uigbt work for ~11 young worker~ 
under 18. 

(f) Fortnight's annual bohday with pay. 

(g) Aboht10n of mdivldual apprentwesh1p indentures of 
young workers m collective agreements. Control apprentices by 
shop stewards and Trade U mons.. 

10. Women's Demands.-
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The old craft preJUdices must be disearded, and all umons 
thrown open to women engaged m the Lndustry for whlCh they cater. 
The T.U.C. should rev1ve and develop Its campaign for orgamsmg 
women and concentrate more on fa~t0ry gate and workshop meetmgs. 
Women sbould 'have representatiOn on workRhop committees, and 
where none are ehgible the workshop comm1ttee shonlcl make l tself 
responsible for brmg:mg the women mto a U mon.. The- prmCiples 
of eq'Ual pay, equal; oppotnn\t1es, and the organfsatron of unemployed 
women' should be fonght for by all trade uniomsts, and 'concrete
assistance given by the Trade U moh Mo-vefuent to the formation of 
Women's Trade Umon Gmlds.. 

11. Co-operative Demands......:-

i. Every Trade Unionist a Go-operator:. Where eligible,. 
every Go-operator a Trail.e U momst . 

. _ 2. AU Co-operative employees must oe Trad8 U niomsts 
With th~ fullest rights of Shop and Union Orgamsatron m. each, 
department. 

3. Affiba.£ion of loeal ~do-operative So~ietres with lbca~ 
T1t1des Councils, and a close workmg alha.nee estabhsbed between 
Co-operative U nioos and the Trades U mon Cong.ress th:rm~gh the
Co-operative Union. .. 

4. The Trade Unions in propoctwn t0· their membership tt> 
guarantee all 'credits advanced by ~be Co-operatJ.ves m t1mes o£: 
industnal struggle. 

' 
5. Trade Umdns to mvest tbeu fu.nds m the C .. W. 8\ Bank,. 

and support to be g1ven to the policy of formmg local C..' W. S~ 
l3anks. 

6. Limitation of' Dividends as a Itnrans of red'ucing pnces,. 
and thus furthenng the compet1t1on w1th Cap1tahst enterpnse, anm 
lowermg the workers' cost of hvmg whiCh wdl brmg Increased trade' 
to the Co-operatives and estabhsh a closer umon l>etween them. 
and the lower paid workers who do not now trade I With the
Co-operatives. 

7. The reduction of Share qnalrficatw:b.s of mem"bers to .£1 
per head in all SoCleties to g1ve the workers a better chance to take 
up a::t1ve ~ork, m the Co-operatJves w1th full nghts to be ehg1ble for 
any positiOn m the Co-operative Moveme11t. 

8. The formatiOn of Mmonty Groups working m conJunctiOn 
With the Mmor1ty D1stnct or Local Committee, thus ensurmg the 
pursumg of a smgle pohcy by all E1oet1ve and serwus .. mmded Co
operators. 

The Conference declares that such a programme as outhned 
above wdl rally the whole of the workerd to 1M support, and the. 



Ccmference instructs the Ex:ecuti"'e Committee of the Nf1tional 
1\fmonty Movement to co-aperrute w1th any workmg class movement 
thllit 1s wlllmg to fight fo1 the reahsatmn of th1s programme." 

The resolutiOn was carrted unammously. 

Alorning session adjourned at l p. m. 
\ 

SA.'TURDAY Af--TERNOON SESSION 

(6) RESOLUTION ON ANGLO-RUSSIAN UNITY 

Moved by Af~x. Gossip, repres~nting National Execu• 
tive Committ~e N. A. E T. A.; seconded by 0. Chandler,. 
representing Manchester, No. 6 Brancht w. C. A. 

''This Conference condemns the attltude of the General 
Counml of the Trades Union Congress towards the Anglo-Russian 
Joint Advisory Counci'l. It declares that the General Council has 
clearly shown by 1ts conststent sabotage that It never intended to 
carry out the agreement entered mto w1th the Russum Trade U mons 
on the Important 1ssuea of fi.ghtmJ for 1nternat10na.l trade umty and 
aga.mst the growmg danger of war. 

'~It b3heves that ha:l there b3en any rea.l mter1t1on to fight for umty 
on the part 1of the General Counctl, a. World Conference could have 
been held by now for iihe purpose of creating one umted Trade 
Umon Internat10nal. It behev~s that the meffect1veness of the 
Anglo-Russian Jomt Advisory Council, caused by the att1tuda of the 
General Counetl, encouraged the Conservative Government to 
iticrea.se xts attacks upon the Bnt1sh and Russian workers Th1s 
could have been prevented had the General Counml been a, real 
fighting mstrmnent, mobihsmg the workers of both countnes agauist 
th-e present government. 
"Instead, tlie Government has had the sattsfact10n (at a. t1ma when 
1ts attack on the Russian workers reached Its most mtense pomt) 
of seemg the General Counml not only refusmg to hold a full 
meetmg of the Anglo-Russian Joint Advisory Councll, but danng to 
pass a resolution of protest agamst the a.ctwn of the Sov1et Govern· 
ment m metmg out revolutionary Justice to notonous sp1es and 
ooun ter·revol ut10naries. 

"This Conference, recogmsing the important work done by 
the Mtnor1ty Movement m mfluencmg workmg class op1mon for 
mternat10nal Trade Union umLyt and particularly the effect of 1ts 
Umty Conference of January 25th, 1925, on the General Counml's 
Meetmg on January 29th, 1925, when it endorsed the agreement made 
by the Bnt1sh Delegat10n m Moscow 1n November,l924,agatn summons 
1ts members to the fight for mternational Trade Umon umty, and 
ca.llq up em all active workers to demand that a. fnll m~etmg of the 
Anglo-Hu-,o:;lJ.U Jolut Advisory shall bt> r:Jalled. 
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"It ~Llso demands that the Edmburgh Trades U man Con
gress condemn the General Counml for Its att1tude towards the 
Advisory Councll, and ms1st upon the carrymg out of the Agreement 
made m London on A pul 1st, 1H25, by the Anglo· Russian U mty 
Comrruttee whtch, amongst other things, stresesd the danger of war, 
and the need for umty, and concluded by dec}armg.-

"The representatives of the Bntish and Russmn Trade 
Umon Movements hereby declare thetr intention to do what 
they can by jomt means to brmg about mternatwnal umty. 
The need and Importance of mternatwnal umty 1s recognised 
by mllhons of 01gamsed workers throughout the world. Thel!' 
co-operation in the task of removing racial prejudwes, 
artifiCial barrters and economic• obstructiOns to their JOmt 
development 1s assured Knowmg that umty brmgs power, 
we are convmced that the workers of all countnes JOrmng, 
hands across the frontiers, will work~ to secure theu 
emanmpatwn.' 

"The mottoes to be inscribed on our international banner 
must continue to be the followmg :-

"Workers of the World unite." 

Long live a wor1d-wide Federatwn of Trade Umons." 
The resolut10n was earned unammously . 

• • • * * 
The Chauinan then read an invitatwn from the I. C. W. P. A. 

for the Confetence to adJourn on Sunday In' time to allow the 
delegates to attend m a body the Sacco and Vanzetti demonstratiOn 
being held m Trafalgar Square. In view of the amount of busmess 
1t was decided that comrade Wal. Hannmgton should represent the 
Conference at the demonstratiOn and dehver the followmg message : 

(7) MESSAGE TO SACCO AND VAN ZETTI 

.DEMONSTRATION. 

"Th1s Conference of the Na.t10nal Minonty Movement sends 
greetmgs to the workers of London m Trafalgar Square to protest 
against the cruel and wanton executiOn of our comrades Sacco and 
Vanzett1 by the capitahst JUdiCial authonties of Massachusetts. 

It urges them to bear m mmd that class-war pnsoners hke 
Tom Mooney are stdl m. American gaols, and to contmue the 
ag1ta.t1on until It Is made 1mposs1ble for Amencan cap1tahsm to 
c~h, torture and murder workmen m the manner it has 

been domg for many years past. 

"It remmds them that caplltahst oppress10n is worldwide, that 
I 

here m Bntam there are many mmers and others st1ll undergomg 
impnsonment for the part they played m the workers' struggle, and 
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that the capitlllist 'justi-ce' or BntMn is on .a par with the capitalist 
'Justice' of Ame1ica 

"AH workers wtll.keep green the memory of Sacco and 
Vanz~ttl We shall never forg'3t or forg1ve. The bravery and 
devotwn of onr executed comrades .are an example to all of us and 
an insprration to contmue the fight until W6 destroy ~ap1tahsm and 
1ts monstrous legal maehmery for ever." 

(8) RESOLUTION ON THE TRADE UNION ACT ... ' 

Moved by C. Hoyle, representing Liverpool, No. 13 

Branch, A.E.U.; seconded by J. Baker, representing sheffield 

Branch N.U.F.W. 

"Th1s Conference d-eclares that the introduction of the 
Trad~ U mon Act IS not merely an act of revenge for the 
General Strike, but is a weapon whereby Bntish cap1tahsm is endea
vourmg to shackle the wotkmg class m order to stabthse Itself m the 
new penod of acute ~ap1tahst declme. Th1s Act 1s calculated to 
g 1ve the cap1taltst class a free hand to pursue Its threefold offensive 
.against the workers, namely. 

1. Against the wages and condttions of Bntish workers. 

2 Agamst the Chmese Bevolut1on. 

3 Against Soviet RussJa. 

' This Conference beheves that the easy passage of this 
reactionary measure has been made possible by the lack of poliCy 
displayed by the Trade Union and Labour leaders, who throughout 
the fight a.gamst the B1ll have hmited the struggle to wa1tmg for 
the return of a Labour Government to repeal the Act. The workers 
have to choose whether they Will fight and defeat the Bill now, or 
whether they will allow the capitalists to follow It up by further 
reactiOnary measures whwh will shatter all dreams of an easy repeal 
of tlus Act by the next Labour Government. 

\'Th1s Conference declares that 1t IS lack oi a common policy 
for fightmg the Act before and after It becommg law that has led to 
the ptesent chaotw s1tuatwn Instead of one common fightmg 
pohcy we find the Postal Workers' Umon w1thdrawmg from the 
Labour party and Trades Umon Congress, the Natwnal Union of 
Ra1lwaymen demdmg to alter Its rules to Slllt the reqmrements of 
the Act, the Transport and General vVorkers' Umon deCidmg not 
to operate the Act. 

"vVe declare this dtVlSton of pohcy to be sm01dal, and strongly 
condemn the General Council of the T.U C. for the lack of leadership 
that has made such a position possible. We call upon the commg 
Trades U Ulon Congress at Edmbourgh to formulate a pohcy of 
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complete opposition ta tire Act 1tself and to the policy of ac1apting 
umon rules to the reqmrements of the Actr 

'"'Th1s Conference declares that the Trade Unions mnst b~ 

prepared to re.ft:Jse to opera.te the Act., and caUs on the whale ~.1ove

ment to be ready to support any Trade Un1on whwh JS attacked by 
the Government for so domg.. The Bnt1sh workers ex.penenced such 
a s1tuat10n durrng the war penod, when 1n sp1te of the Muru.t1ons 
Aot they found .lt po.ss1ble t<> jig.ht m defeno~ pf the1r nghts. 

I 

"ilns Conference cans on the UnlODS to lgnore the Act by 
eollooting the Pohtical Levy as before, a.nd by :ms1.stmg on the r1ght 

, vf the mass sympathetiC and poht1oa:l stnke 1f :rendered necessary by 
tmcumstanoes. At the same t1me 1t urges the workers. Ito be prepared 
for the Tiad.e UlllOn bureaucracy .a.ttemptmg to use the Act as an. 
excuse for avo1dmg ~truggles hltely to brmg the Un1ons 1nto co.nfiwt 
WLth the Government-such a.ttempts must be frustra.ted. 

"Tms Con'ferenee pledges. 1.tself (and ca.lls upon ·the Edmbu.rgh 
Congress. to do ~hkeWise) 'La fight the Act by evety means m 1ts power. 
It urges the workers to organise powerful factory commJ.ttees> umtmg 
the workers in the factories, workshops and mmes,. and demands that 
the Gene.ral Coun.cll shaJl orgarnse a. dec1s1ve struggle aga1nst the 
Act,. so that m the event of the Government talnng proceedmgs 
agams.t a.ny Umon refusing ~to operate ll.t, the whole Trade U mon 
Movement shall be prepared to declare a. Gene:raJ Str1ke m defence 
of that Umon,. and secure the downfall of the Ba1dwm Mmouty 
Government wh10h lS tbreaterung to Introduce by so-called constl
tutLon~l me,ans .a. system of s..lav~1y a.na.logous to that whiCh the 
F.asc,l.f~ts mltaJ.y ha.ve Imposed upon the workers hy other methods." 

'The resolutions was earned una.nimoq.sly. 

Conference .adjourned at 5 p,m. 

SUNDAY MORNING SESSION 

10 to u o'dock Sectional Co-nference& 

The followmg sectwnal C()nfereuces were held. Mmers,. Metal 
Workers, T1ansport Wotkers, Bu1.lders, Women, Co~operators and 
:M~scellaneous. 

The Repmts as printed below were subm1tted to tl1e respective 
Seotumal Conferences-Mmers, Metal \Vo1ke1s and T1n.nspmt 
W 01 kers-and endorsed 

(9) REPORT OF THE NATlONA.L MINERS• 
MINORITY MOVEMENT 
The Miners' Lock-Out 

The last Annual Conference of the !Imonty :Movement took 
place d.unng the e1ghtcenth week of the look~out, at the tm.1o "'Lien 
the demand was. being made for au cm.bn.rgo on co!\l n.nd a compul&oly 
levy. 
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The Lt,dntr of ihe T U C to rtC't m mthm of thcc.;e m~LttcJs 1'3 

\\ (•II tno\\ n It '' n,~ Itl:tln h· brc ,tu-,e of tl11s pittfLri bdmo tlw,t the 
<..tJu~~ le con tmnrcl f01 a fm tbe1 twcl ve weeks, teumnatmg 111 

No\ embe1 of 102(> 

Dm mg the latc1, as m the earhe1, sta 3"rs of the confiwt the 
J\hnets' 'Mmo11ty Movement w01t.ed st1enously to get adopted a 
sc1entJfic nnd more active 01grunsatwn of the stt uggle Evenm the 
e::u hest stn,ge.;;, tluough the agenc,y of tho Mmonty Movement, pto
posa.ls hu,d been u,d vancell at the N atwnal .M. F G B confetence f01 
centwllsmg tho ~hcluue1y and mob1hsmg all the forces undm the 
cont10l of a cent1al comm1ttee m the endeavour to divest the di'3tuct 
orga,msations and leade1s of aJl power to make any local agwemeutc.; 

The fatlme of the l\f F G B. to adopt tlns comse had the 
effect of encoumgmg the owners to contmue the lock-out m the hope 
that soon one or other of the d1stucts would capitulate 

That the policy of the Mmonty Movement was correct and 
practiCable was shown when m October the so-called South W n,les 
Proposals we1e n,dopted (though not all put mto effect), and the 
Executive re'3olved 1tqelf mto a counc1l of War w1th movable head· 
qua1ters It W[LS then, howeYer, too late, for the Yery contmgencies 
that the p10posals wme designed to prevent had already taken place, 
and m Notts, fo1 mstance, Spencer was well on the toad to the 
d1stnct settlement 

Dmmg th1s peuod .l\fmouty Movement p10pn,ganrustg were 
sent mto the Mtdlands and Notts w1th the result that much was done 
to :urest the b1e:1k q.wJ.ys that were bamg covertly encoutctged by the 
local leaders 

N. l\1. M1 Activities 

The 1 ush to work m these black n,1eaq, magmfied and p1esented 
by scare headhneg m the Ptess, espee1aJly among the pape1s Clrcu· 
latmg m the mmmg a1e:1s, resulted m "e,tkemng the mo1ale of the 
men m mu,uy of the <.hstucts Tlw; demanded of the 
~lmers' 1\Imouty Movement mtensrfied ttettv1ty lu every d1stnct 
"' he1e ~lmouty Movement otgam::,::ttton wn,s m any wn,y esta.blu,hed, 
the p10pttg:1nd:1 of wotl and deed was powerfully mtcns1.ued I.-~en,flets 

and cuculJ.t s '"ere dt.,tubutocl, and m ma,ny locJ.ht1es tho South 
\V n,les P10posals concemmg srtfety men were operated muoponclontly 
of tho ~I F G D Exccuttve 

Tlnoughont those bc.;t few wcohs n,lmost evety member of the 
~I 'Jf ~I "n,c; ULl,\\Il mto n,Gtnc partlctpa.twn 111 lho struggle, ~tnd fL 

b1g ~tdhl'':llOll of JliC 1.11x'hhlp ~ :1S g,1111CU 

':J1be'->c y,c1c tho months of the Ass1..:~e Comt '1 Jll1<;'l ttttl~ 

n,nt1 mn.s" uupu son mcu ts At the atwcwu s :;en L(.;ll<A'"' 1u1 pbscd m 
eve 1} Jllllllll~ (:ltc;tuct giC'1t tesenlmcnt ple\ :11lcd, and 111010 anu lilOle 

wctc.: w:tsscu to tlw &taudtllu of th0 jJ 'Jl. 
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Then came the end, an end not clear-cut but qmte certam 
The :M F G B delegates de<..1ded to return to the dtstncts nnd 
repot t to the late1 confe1ence Th1s meant d1stnct agreements-and 
defeat 

Effects of the Settlemfnts 

Followmg theM. F. G B. collapse came the need for ensurmg 
the best possible terms m the distrwts To this the ~L M. lent all 
possible energies, the two c,h1ef planks m the platform bemg no 
VlCtlillisatiOn and remstatement on the semor1ty prmmple 

Such was the pamc among the d1stnct offiCials, however, that 
ln no case did they prolong negot1at10ns to secure these Important 
safeguards In some of the lodges M M. mfluence was suffiCiently 
strong to mamtam semority prmmples where previously they had been 
m operatiOn, but m the most places the men were remstated accor

dmg to .the needs of the employers. 

Then came viCtimisatwn, unemployment, and everywhere 
petty tyranny m the pits The forces of the FederatiOn were 
disorgamsed, support for the M M. remained but was qmescent. 

Until well mto the new year small local disputes occupied 
the field, all disconnected and unassomated, semonty disputes, 
VICtimisatiOn confliCts and fights over local customs. But generally 
as men became absorbed to the capacity of the variOus pits material 
needs began to press heavlly'-back rents, provisiOn debts, repayment 
of Poor Law Rehef, the needs of the family wardrobe, etc. 

I 

One after another, and for varymg penods, the distnct 
agreements were stgned ReactiOn set m 

Here and there, due to unusual pressure from the compames 
m an endeavour to snatch what profits the starved market could 
offer, and where theM M was well estabhshed, mterest was kept 
ahve and 1es1stance still offered, but by February almost everywhere 
dtstmct signs of wearmess and apathy were evident. 

Resultant Problems. 

It was now that the gnp and mfluence of the :1.1. M. revealed 
Itself, an mfiuence as positive m substance as any force yet 
expenenced m the workmg-class movement. 

Immediate p10blems had to be faced, the natural and h1tter 
resentme!lt of a defeate::l and poverty-strwken body of men had to be 
d1rected, even If to orgamse It were 1mposs1ble Bhnd resentment 
might eas1ly have obhterated all the ga.ms of a generation of trade 
umomsm 

A lead at once courageous and fa1-s1ghted was essential 
The offic1al leaders we1e all enveloped m the urgent details of tlade 
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up..wn procedn,re. One bqdy sto,od out ~nd g.av~ the l?-~pessary 
Je~d-:-the Mmonty ;Moye,me~t. 

The Federation was not smashed, nor was It spht up into 
:c,u:ner9~ :~arz:~ng fact10ps, O,nly 11 ngh:_t wmg sactwn has broken 
<Off, the leadership e>f which IS mamtamed solely by ,the 
power of the coal·owners m a penod of despondence and defeat. 
~he right wmg orgamsatwn IS prac1tcally confine to Notts; wherever 
else 1t ensts its strength is neghgtble, ..and taken altogether the. 
non·pohtw-al umon represents but an instgmfi.ca:Q.t fraction of the 
mdnstry, and even so, reports do not show It to be ~~Inng anj
.headway. 

Pure company uni0nism ,is lirqited to q:p.e,o,r .t.:w.o isol(\ted 13pots. 

N9 "Jeft WI!lg" organ1sation.s h~ve qee~.fqrmed. k-- suggestion 
1 ) ! \.... ~ I <4 ""' "' l .. ~•....., _ .,._.0 \. .. "" 

IQf t~eir,de::-~lopment w~s~~~ge~tlY, d~feat<td by, t_?~~.q:wer of,the ]\LM.M. 

Unemployment, short time, low wages, long hours,, victi
misation, prosecution and .tyranny~hes~ on the one side; calumny, 
lies, vindictiveness, condemnations of the M, F. G. B. m official' 
Labour circles, a fierce press barrage, renegade leaders, impoverished 
-members, bankrupt Grgamsatwn, a Fascist government--these are on 
the other Slde, and yet the M. F. G. B. remalfl's 65 per cent. 
orgap1sed. ! 

True, the other 35 per cent are unorgamsed ( except for the 
Tfew thousand non-pohtwals), but thls I8 no matter for amazement. 
1t would not be surpr1smg were the figures reversed. · The' o~ly 
wonder 18 that the Federatwn hves at all. But that it does hve, 
.and that It 18 growingt is aCCOUnted for very largely by the fact that 
the,M.¥.:M, be!ore, durmg and smce the struggle, p.~s a.~va~Qed the 
view and pushed the pohcy that tho men more and more _are ,commg 

t ' .. { I ;.) J. ol 1. ,.. , I 1 I 

to accept . 
• 

The great struggle provided much mat~nal for consideration, 
and oo.t of .tlus it has been the duty of the~ M. M. · to formulate a 
defimte and concrete pohcy. ' ·• · ~ ~ 

Re·organisation Proposals 

. ~h)ef among the mattrrs. ~tressed s1nce the ei\d 9f the dispute 
have peen , tho _need rfor re-orgamsat1on into One Nat10nal 

I - - j .., J 

l\Imeworkers' U mon, the dema.nd for closer mteroa.t10nal orgamsa.twn 
Vla tbe Anglo-Russian Mmers' Oo~lttee, and the need for a' big 
change 'm local, district and natwnalleader~h1p. ' ' 

On all pomts tt is pos~1ble , to l register considerable sp.ccess. 
F1rst, m numerous lodges the dnect mfiuence of the M M. has been 
increa.sed, many official pos1t1cms bemg gamed, and m no, mstance 
has the :M. M. lost control w,here previously It was held In some 
lodges con~rol 4as passed from the reactwnanes r1ght ovc~; to thc,M .ll. 
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Second, notable changes have been made in d1strwt le-adership· 
and representa.twn Thud, on the National Executive of the ~:L F. 
G B. theM. M. has secured a rehable footing. 

Though the leadership has not yet been captured it Is certamly 
being changed. 

The agitatwn for re-orgamsmg the M. F. G. B. wass com
menced at the end of December, 1926, when "The Mmers' Next 
Task " appeared. In February followec:l " Bntish Mmeworker&' 
Umon-a const1tutwn-and m July "One Mmeworkers Umon
Why?" All these pubhcatwns have secured a ready sale-the 
"British Mmeworkers' Umon" partwularly,-m spite of the 
obvious lack of cash m all the dtstrwts. 

The One U mon campaign was from the commencement lmked 
up with the demand for consohdatmg the Anglo-Russian Miners'' 
Committee, and m every distnct conferences hav& been held w1th 
these two 1tems occupymg promment places on the agenda Many 

• • circulars have been Issued urgmg the Importance of these qlilestwns,. 
a.nd from the lodges numerous resolut10n calhng for One U mon 
and the Anglo-Russian Mmers' Committee have been sent to D1stnct. 
Headquarters and theM F. G. B . . 

Everywhe1e among the men the M. M. pohcv on these 
questwns has recetved enthusiastiC support, and from Notts, Forest 
of Dean and Durham resolutiOns were placed on the agenda for the• 
M. F. G. B. Annual Conference. 

M. F. G. B. CONfERENCE. 

By virtue of the panel method of electmg delegates to tlie 
N atwnal Conference, and because d1stnct offimals always constitute 
the larger proport10n of the delegates, the M. M. M was notAstrongly
represented at Southport. Good work had, however, been done m 
the distncts beforehand m consequence of whwh the proposal for 
reVIewing the positlOn of the orgamsatwn I}atiOnally was not 
reJected, but referred to theE C., and a report Is to be submitted 
to a further conference. 

l 

The decision Is not all that could be desued, but to transform 
the biggest trade umon m the country Without first havmg the 
whole matter reviewed was an expectatiOn that none could have 
entertamed. What the M M has accomplished m th1s connectiOn 
cannot now be mmimlstd 

A fundamentally constructive issue baq been raised and 
earned to the proper quarters Certam It IS that without the 1\f M. 
the questiOn would not have reached this stage The next step IS to 
prepare the d1stncts for the Executive report, a report,whwh smcc the 
E. C. members are fundamentally distriCts offiCials, w1th the natural 
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desire to preserv'e the autonomy o£ their own organisations, is not 
hkely to contam nny far-reachmg suggestiOns. 

The agitation for a new leadership for the one union a.nd 
the Anglo-Russ1an Miners' Committee has been combined during the 
last few months with the work of the consohd:atmg the gams in the 
d!stncts Not all the members enroDed during the struggle have 
contmued theu alleg~ance, but a; 100 per cent. continuation was not 
to be expected. 

Consolidation of tfie M. M. M. 

Due to the 1mpovenshed state of the lodges a:ffihatwns have 
not increased. The associate membersh1p, however,. IS steadily 
advancmg Consohdatwn of old groups) th~ re'VIVI:r.ig of some 
a,nd the estabhshment of others constitl.il.tes the work now m hand .. 

The ~f. M M. has undoubtedly gamed tremendous influence 
dunng the past twelve months, and it has become a force to be 
reckoned w1th ms1de the FederatiOn. That the old leadership is 
becommg alarmed at the progress of the M. M. IS revealed at every 
dlstnct and natwnal conference and by frequent utteranees on the 
platform and In the press .. 

The M.M M. programme Is the oniy alternative to the old 
pohcy 1 whiCh durmg recent years bas revealed Itself as effete and. 
useless~ The hapless. prospects of the industry, with every dtstnct 
on the mimmum, and mtenslfied depresswn, must continually / 
challenge the leaders to pomt at way out. So far as they attempt 
to-do so they are forced to the position now occupted by theM. M. M., 
a positiOn whiCh the rank and file more and more every day see to 
be correct, and whteh must rapidly become the standpoint of the 
majonty. 

NAT WATKINS, 

Secretary 

(10) REPORT OF NATIONAL METALWORKERS• 
MINORI'l'Y MOVEMENTr 

The followmg 1s a bnof outhne of the main pomts: in the 
wo1 k of the Metal Section smce the last conference~ 

Amalgamation 

In conformtty With our progamme we have ~nducted· a conti
nuous agitatwn m the umons for amalgamatiOn • 

The mternal cnses m the BOilermakers', Foundry \Vorkers ', 
Bla.ckqm1ths' ancl Shipwrights Unwns, made 1t necessary fo1 our 
memb-Jrs m the~:~e umons to emphasise that the real stPp towatds a. 
solutwn of the3e dtfficuhos \\U.S to be found m amalga.matwn on tbe: 
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basis of One U mou for thel\Ietal Industry, and accordmgly we have 
conducted campatgns ms1de these umons towards th..1.t end. 

The Executive Commltte.e of the Natwnal Uruon of Foundry 
Workers 1o.dwa.ted to the General Oounell of the Trades U n10R 

Congress Its willmgue~s to a;malgamate Wlth others u.mons, anQ. the 
Orgamsat10n Committee of the General Council, m conformity w1th 
the deciswns onlndustnal Unwmsm at the Trades Unwn Congresses, 
192:1: and. 1926; w~ote to au' umons in the metal mdustry mvrtmg 
them to indicate their readmess to partiCipate m a. Conference for 
amalgamatwn. 

·U.Pfortunately only seven of the unions rephed favourably, 
JWith the result.th3tt.on July 13th the Orgamsation Committee 
IConardeJed .the xephes and demded that they dtd not Justrfy a spemal 
conference bemg called, but that the whole questton would have,to 
be considered at the Edmburgh T. U. ,C. 

, 1 I 

J;l .. rior to .this the General Oounml of the Trades Union 
Congress hllla, .m furthera.nce of .the deCisiOns of the Hull and 
Jlournemuuth Congresses on organrsat10n by mdustry, been m negotta• 
twn ~w1h.the ~E .. T. U. The branches of th1s umon were acoordmgly 
Invr~ed to express their opmwns as to what pohcy the umon should 
pursue towards operatmg these deCtswns. 

fi:lh.e Sub ... Ex.eautlve.Commtttee Q{our Section demded upon a,defimte 
lead to be giv.en on t!\e poboy t.o be pnrsued, and .every branch of 
this,nnion,tn addttwn to all .E. T .. U. tassqc1~te members, were 
ciroularised~ From reports recmved tb,e:r,:e, is\very m.dlcatJ.on that our 
pohcy' has .strong SUP,port.m the branches throughout the .country. 

'Yhllst there ha.s been no big am,a.lgamatron betw~en engineer
ring umons smce 1920, we can at least claun that we have forced the 
questwn to the front, and 1t 1s only the conservativeness and obstm
acy of manylof thtLllnlon oflimals that now stands in the way of 
consummatiOn. 

On the wages questwn, we h,a,ve ag1tateddn the unwns for 
sta.ndmg by the ongmal 2o s. clatm. It 1s not possible to repeat here 
the hrstory of the negotiatiOns wrth the employers, hut aft~r the 
surrender of the umon execut1ves) to the terms of the employers, we 
issued 50,000 spemal leaflets e~pla.m.mg the meanmg of the terms 
and urgmg a solld vote agawst acceptance. 

The result of the ballot, was. 

For acceptance of. the1 prpposal~ 81,575 

Agamst the proposals... ... . . .. . . • • 41,527 

Number of ballot papers 1ssued ... 326,963 
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Number of votes cast. . , .. 123,102 

Votes not used. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . • . • 203,861 

We can very defimtely claim, as the only left wmg orgamsed 
force m the trade umons, that the 41,527 votes cast agamst the 
employers' proposals were due to our agitatiOn and propaganda, 
because the way m wh1ch the negot1at10ns had been conducted for 
three years had created such a frame of mmd that the men where 
they weie prepa1ed to say " as bad as the offer 1s, we had better 
accept this or we shall get nothmg. 

The dissatisfactiOn regardmg the offer can be seen by the 
enormous number of votes that were not used , apparently the offer 
did not mterest them enogh to m.:Lke them attend the branch and 
vote To abstam from votmg , of course, 1s a mistaken pohcy. 

Shipyard Agreement 

The agreement for shipyard workers, which would bmd the 
umons to a long process of negot1atwns was proposed by the employ
ers and recommended by some of the umon executives, called forth 
from us a spemal campaign. 

In the Bmlermakers' U man when the ballot on th1s questwn 
was heavdy agamst acceptance, the umon Execut1ve forced a second 
ballot upon the members. We mtenstfied our capatgn and agam the 
agreement was defeated. 

Iron and Steel Industry 

The National Sub~Executive Committee demded that special 
efforts should be made to bmld up the Mmonty Movement amongst 
the workers engaged m the heavy non and steel and tmplrtte mdus
try To do th1s It was found ncceqsary to Issue a spemal program
me that would be partiCularly applicable to these workers. 

The followmg 1s the pr::~gramme which has been accepted 
at a recent conference in Swansea, where a D1stnct Committee has 
now been estabhshed.-

(1) An mcrease m wages of 20s per week on all existmg 
rates to all adult grades w1th a mm1mum of 16s. 
per shift. 

(2) The establishment of a 44-hour workmg week, and the 
abohtwn of overtime 

(3) The abohtwn of the shdmg scale and-mergmg of all 
ex1stmg bonuses mto the standard rate \Vhere 1t 
apphes, the abolutwn of the groupmg of bar-mills 
accordmg to output for the purpose of wages ascer
tamments. 
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( 4) Introductwn of. th1rd hands on all meltmg furnaces 
of 40 ~tcms capactty and over, whete th1s docs not 
already apply, the employers to be wholly tespos1ble 

'for payment 

(5) Wage rates for youths to be one~ thud of full adult rate 
up to the age of 18. Two .. thuds between 18 and 20 
~years of age, full rate there after These rates to be 
based upon the arbove mmtmum demand 

(6) The estabhshment of workers' committee representmg 
all grades of workers employ~d 

(7) The aD1algamatwn of all umons In the mdustry mto. 
One1 Union for Metalworkers 

(8) The estabhshment of 100 per cent trade umomsm 

The General Purpose fund in the A. E. U. 

·In 1the revtswn of the rules: of A. E U. m 1926 a,clause was 
added to· Rule 3· to protect the Local Generalr Purposes Eunds of the 
branches from mterference by the Execut1ve oLthe,uruon ~The 

Executive, however, placed an mterpretatwn upon this clause wh10h 
forbtds the · ra.1smg, of- the levy for thls fund as htthet to, and con-
1sequently, deprt\1es the branehes of any fund for affiJmtwn to' Joca.l 
·Trade Counmls or any progressive movement such• as 1 the Mmonty 
Movement 

We have conducted a. catnpa1gn on th1s questwn throughout 
the branches of the A. E. U and many branches refused to operate 
the ruling of the unwn Executtve Some branch secretaues have 
ever been .suspended 'from office for ~thts It ts not possible to grve 

-a.ny {}Omplete sta1iement on the number of branches that refuse to 
operate• the 'E:!ecuttve's ruhng, owmg to the lack of wports from the 
distncts, but- from Manchester ·we hDJve authonta.tive mformat10n 
to the effect that at least 25 branches under the Manchester Distrwt 
are refusing. 'Thts alone, 1s an mdwatwn of the strong feehng that 
e:nsts in the branches on this question, but 1t ts no use shuttmg 
our eyes to the fact that this deCision of the A. E. U. Execut1ve 
has made our task of, securmg branch a:ffihatwns a much more 
drffi.cult one ln sp1te of 'th1s, there has .been a steady mflow of 
new a:ffihatwns 

However, the~ F1nal Appeal Court of the A. E: U. at their 
meetmg at Fleetwood, have JUSt given a demswn agamst the mter
pretatwn of the Execut1ve, and declared m favour of ra1smg the levy 

' as httherto 

trhe volume of·protest f1om the branches agamst the mterpre
tatwn of the' Executive no doubt helped constderably towards the 
decisiOn of the Fmal Appeal Court. 
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In connection with 1 the development of the Metalworl,rers' 
Section, the followmg d1stucts have been VISited. 

Aberdeen, Dundee, Bre~hm, Portsmouth, Coventry, Barrow
in-Furness, Leeds, Manchester, Sheffield, Swansea, Bedford, Oxford, 
B1rmmgham., Liverpool, Hull, Btrkenhead, Tynes1de. · 

' ' 

6~neral Conclus~oos. 

The present eonditwn of the .enguaeermg workers .m ge.neral 
a.nd o.lso the weak state of 'the •umons, shows more and more claar1y 
the need for the Mmonty Movement and the cor,;eat~ess ,of ot;tr 
policy ~nd programme 

Whilst there bas· been. a considerable .:u:nprovement in the 
orgamsed efforts of our members and sympathisers intltde ~he 

umons, thero Is st1ll plenty of roQm Jar ,more effiCient oper~t10ns of 
our NatiOnal Sab·Execut1ve dems10ns and leads from Kead<;Juarters. 
Our associate members must reahse that the chief value in member-. - . 
ship of the .1\fmonty Mov~m~nt IS the carrY,Itlg out, m a well orga.-
msed fash10n,. of syst~mat1c work 1ns1de th53 ~ umons m conformi~y 
w1th the Mmonty Movement polwy. , 

The creatiun of a md1tant leadershtp for the umons, means a. 
continual concentrated effort upon the umon problems, and by so 
doing gathering ever broader :masses of trade umomsts. around the 
standard of the Mmonty Movement m order to make our policy the 
offimal pohcy of the unwns. 

' The work of the Mmority Movement hes partiCularly in 
the umous and th1s apphes to Metalwprkers no less ·tqan any 
other sectwn. 

W. HANNI~G'rON, 

I Hon.~Qrgan\~lpg ~~~~~reary. 

(11) REPORT OF TEANS~OET' WORK;E~S' 
I 

MINORITY ;M:OV~MENT 

RAJL SEC'£ION REPORT 
• 

Followmg the 1926 Annual Conference, a national agitation 
was concentrated. on for the restorat;ui)n of the gua;rauteed week and 
full t1me for shopmen The support giVen to th1s campaign compelled 
the leaders to approach the compames on this quest1on. 

At the meetmg, held on Dec~mber , 21st, 1926. the compames 
suggested a cond1tlonal restoratlOn whwh wo\].ld, have abrogated the 
Natwnal Agreement and ip.troduced a seven day working week. 

The leader's mtent10n to keep the rank and file ignorant of 
the pos1t10n was thwarted by the exposure of tho compames' terms 
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in the usunday \Vorker ., Had It not been for onr organised 
actlv.~.t1es m the ra1l umons, the leaders would have capttul::Lted to 
the demands of the railway compames When the "gtadual', 
restorat10n was. agreed to, we warned ra1l workers of the dangers 
of 1ts apphcat10n. 

The '~splitters" agreement, whereby new entrants into a grade 
receive "basic rate." created a dangerous situatiOn. Our propaganda. 
in the branches was respons1bla for a. ca.mpa1gn to force an 
apphcatwn for rev1smn to the Nat1ona.J. Wages. Board, whiCh 
subsequently reJected the apphcat10n. 

Our work ha~ 1ts reflectiOn on the agendas of theN. U. R. 
Annual Conference, held at Carhsle, where a. de.ftmte move towards 
amalgamat10n wa~ made .. 

The attempt at theN. U. R. Conference to rush the delegates 
into a deClslOn (without mandate) to adapt the rules of the umon to 
the anti-Trade U mon Act, met Wlth a strong oposition from mihtant 
delegates. This proposal was referred back to the members prwr to 
the Special General Meetmg, which will make a deCision. 

I 

The followmg is the programme. of demands formulated by 
the rail sections ~ 

Programme 

(1) 42-hour week for all railway workers.. 

{2) £3 lOs .. national m1mmum wage. 

{3) Twelve workmg day's hohday wtth full pay, and free 
passes on all rallways. 

(4) Abohtton of the "New Entrants" Agreement .. 

(5) Adult age to commence at 20 years .. 

(6} 100 per cent. trt:Lde umomsm. 

(7) Departmental Comm1ttees, local and national, with nght 
of holdmg Annual Conferences. 

{8) One umon for all rallway workers 

(9) One Internatwnal Transport Workers.' Federat1on. 

TRANSPORT SECTION REPORT 

The attempts to secure a progressrye pohcy w1thm the 
Transport and General Workers, Union by the rank and file have 
been restriCted by lack of orgamsat10n and checked by the oflioal 
bureaucracy occupymg pos1t10ns for which m many cases they have 
been selected, mstead of bemg elected by the rank and file of the 
um.on. 
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It is genetally recognised tha.t the Iea.ding offlciSJ.ls have 
supported the pohcy of "peace m mdustry," and have .Ignored 
important issues ratsed by the rank and file, such as "decasuahsation" 
~tlld "mere<t&e on the wage scale," etc. Our pohcy for a more 
e.ffectn·e orgamsatwn was • strongly supported at the Swansea. 
B1enmal Conference, although for<;~bly opposed by the o.fficzals. 

The Tmnsport Sect~on ~f our movement has b~en pressmg 
forward a programme of Immediate demands. 

Programme of Demands 

{1) Continuation of the pnnmple of National Policy ~n.d 
N atwn.al .!greemeuts. 

(2) Return to the Lord Shaw Awa.1d of 16s. per day. 

(3) Decasuahsation and mamtenance scheme to embrace all 
docker;, at present reg1stered. 

(4) Abolition of overtime. 

(5) 44-hour week. 

(6) Workmg day not to comm~n~e beJore 8 {tom. 

(7) 100 per cent. trade umonism. 

(8) Docks·Commtttee m each dock. 

,(9) One National Union for all transport workers. 

(10) One Internatwnal Transport Workers' Federation. 

CAB SECTION REPORT 
f 

Since our la.st Annua.l Conference :the Crub Trade ha.s been 
confronted w1th a dem11nd from the Government for two·seater cabs 
and 1eductwn of fares. 

Subsequent to many eobterences of proprietors and Union 
representatives w1th the Government, the Umon OffiCials submitted 
to a reductwn of fares to av01d the mtroduct10n of the two-seater 
cabs threatened by the Government • . 

In sp1te of strong opposition by the miltant representatives, 
offic1als of the Unxon and Owner-driver Societies, supported by the 
Propneto1 "· agreed to a .reduction of far~c;, which has meant a reduc· 
bo11 of earnmgs approx1matmg £1 per week for all JOurneymen, 
while many own~r--drivers have been compelled to return their cabs 
under the h1re-purchase system w1th <:onsequent loss of all .monies 
paid. 

Th1s frontal attack by the Government, ~ssisted by the r~ac· 
t1onary'Ieadersh1p, has stunulated the agitation for all workers in 
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the trade becoming members of the T and G. W. U. m order to 
create a united front agamst further attacks by the employers and 
Government. 

Tram,. Omnibus an_d tube in the London Area .. 

BUSES 

Smce our last Annual Conference workers 1n the employ of 
these companies have expenenced rationalisation m the mdustry, 
with its consequent effect upon the cond1hons of employment. 

Owing to the bus workers' agreement terminating next year 
our efforts will be concentrated on the complete revis10n ofi workmg 
hours and the aboht10n of the "spread-over, sys tern. now m force • 

. TRAMS 

The tramway companies have introduced nlore powerful 
motors, with consequent increased strain on the workers' mental 
and physical capacities, without compensating them by reduction of 
hours or increased wages. 

• 
The future task of our comrades is to orgamse for the 

standardisation of conditions of employment .. 

TUBES 

The introduction of a. new type of ttain has resulted in a 
reduction in the number of workers- reqUired, and our members have 
carried on an agitatiOn for the retention of 'all staff and for increased 
wages. 

After extended negotiations the compames have offered 
the workers a bonus system, wh1ch a1med at placatmg those 
engaged on the different rallways under the control of the combme. 

Our members have contmuously pomted out the dangers of 
accepting the bonus system as a substitute for a reduct10n of work· 
ing hours, but the workers' representatives have accepted thts form 
of compensation, whtch 1s to the disadvantage of the workers 
engaged .. 

Between now and our next Annual Conference better and 
more efficxent orgamsabon must be our task m order to bnng about 
the standardisation or cond1t10ns of emplojinent for all tuhe ra1lway 
workers. 

SEAMEN'S SECTION REPORT. 

Followmg our last Annual Conference 1t was dec1ded to 
extend our work m the different ports of the world by rnakmg 
contacts w1th the Internat10nal Seamen s Clubs VlStted by seamen. 

At the Btenmal Conference of the T. and G.W.U., held at 
Swansea last July, oux resolution dernandmg the admission of 
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British seamen into this U mon was defeated by a small majority. 
This was due to the effot ts of the leadmg offictals, who feared the 
mevitable struggle over the P C. 5· 

The recent cris1s withm the N .S U. has had the effect o£ 
increasmg the oppositwn to Havelock W Llson's policy of collabora· 
tion wtth the employers and the deciSion to loan £ xo,ooo to the 
Non·Pohtlcal Mmers' Umon. 

We have dtstnbuted amongst British seamen m various ports 
3,ooo pamphlets entitled "Struggle to Bntish Seamen," 3,000 
pamphlets entitled "Havelock Wllson Exposed" and thousands of 
copies of the "International Seafarer." . 

The success of thB propaganda among Seamen can be mea .. 
sured by the mcrease in ivr.M. membership, the wanmg power of 
Havelock Wllson, and the growing demand among Seamen' for 
admtssion into the T. and G.W.U. 

In view of Wilson's treacherous ·policy durmg the General 
Strike, and hts subsquent mJunction against officials using the funds 
of the union for strike pay to the hundreds ot seamen who answered 
the call of the General Council, we must insist upon the Trades 
Union Congress expelhng thts Blackleg U mon from the Congress, 
and instructmg the T. and G.W.U. tmmedtately to form a Marine 
Secuon, thereby hnkmg up all tlansport workers on land and sea. 

PROGRAMME OF DEMANDS. 

(1) 48-hour week at sea, 44·hour week in port. 

(2) Wages Fnemen, £x4; sailors, £r2~ stewards, £xo, per 
28·day month. 

(3) Abohtwn of the P.C. 5· 

( 4) Wages to be patd from day of stgmng on until day of 
srgmng off 

(5) Weekly allotment notes to be allowed to dependents up to 
75 per cent. of wages pa1d, seamen to have opt10n of drawmg balance 
of 25 per cent. many port up to any amount due to them. 

(6) The nght to form Sh1p Committees, with recognition of 
umon officials and ship officers. 

(7} Aboht10n of the present Board of Trade scale of prov1s10ns. 

(8) Free passage to home ports for all seamen left m foreign 
ports due to swkness. Wages to be paid m full up to the time of 
a,rnval m home port. 

(9) Internatwnahsatwn of wage scale for all ratmgs. 

(10) Standard1satwn of working hours .. -48 hours to constitute 
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a maxunum workmg week, w1th 44 hours m port and 3G hours 
fo1 trunmers and firemen and engme-room staff 

(11) Internatwnahsatwn of 1Ianmng Scales. 
I 

(12) .Standa.usatwn of workmg eonditwns. 

(13) Abohliwn of all penalties for leavm~ ship 1n foreign ports. 

T. R. STRUDWICK, 

Org Secretary. 

(12) BUILDERS 

A draft "Co.nstitu.tion for Ono Uruon for Brnldmg Workers" 
\Was snbnntted to the Bu1ldmg Workers" sect~onal conference and 
e_ndcu:sed. Tlns WJ.ll be pnnted 1n ;pamphlet form, and on sale ~t ~ 
early date. 

(13) WOMEN 

A report was given on the defim1te formatiOn of a Women's 
·SectiOn of the N at10nal Mmor1ty Movement, and the fo'llowmg 
'ltems were discussed Industnal' orgamsat10n of women, Trades 
.Counmls Women's Seet1ons, snd 'Women's T1ade Umon Gmlds. 

(14) rOO-OPERATORS 

Arrangements ;were made !or £1Vln_g the necessary mcreased 
attent10n to work m Co-operative Gmlds 1n the commg year, and a 
comm1tee elected to direct the woik of the SectiOn. 

(15) MISCEL~ANEOUS 

Meetmgs were held of the vanous trade union sectiOns to 
discuss the various umon problems. Pohcy was formulated and 
'.comnutees elec~ed. 

The Conference resumed full session' at 12 o' clock. 

(16) FRATERNAL MESSAGES 

The Secretary read telegrams of greetmgs to the Conference 
from the iollowtng. 

S. Saklatvala, M P., Jack 'Vllhams, Forest of Dean Mmers; 
InternatiOnal Propaganda Committee of Bevolutwna1y Metal Workers, 
Earl Browder; I. L P Gmld of Youth, Preston, Eden and Cedar 
Paul, George Hardy, Red Internatwnal of Labour Umons, N. S. 
Lian, representative of the C E. C. of the Kuommtang to the World 
League Agamst Impenabsm F1ench Furmshmg Trade Workers, 
InternatiOnal Propaganda Committee of RevolutiOnary Transport 
1N01kers. 
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(17) RESOLUTION ON INTERNATIONLTRADE 
UNION UNITY 

Moved by Harry Pollitt, General Secretary National 
llinority Movement, and seconded by Sam Elsbury, London 
Organiser Tailors' and Germent Workers' Union 

"Th1s Conference dec1ares tbat the Paris Conference of the 
Amsterdam Intern~tional has again -shown that mternatwn~l tUn~ty 
w1ll never be achuwed by the leadership ~sso.mated w1th that 
lnternatwnal. 

"It regrets that the General ·CouncJl ,pf the ·mradea J},r;non 
Congress d1d not make a dems1ve stand Jar ~n 'flnco~QttiO;qal world 
-conference between,the .Internat10nal .Federa.t1-on of Trade Unwns 
(Amsterdam Internatwnal) and the Red Internatwnal of Labour 
U mons, and those other Trade U mon orgamsatwns outs1de e1ther 
of' these m tern a twnals. · 

"This C.onference.beheves tha.t tlmsesolut10n -on the need for 
wtder internatwnal federatwn whiCh the General Connell placed on 
the Agenda of the I. F. T. U. Conference m Pans, was a vwlatwn 
oi the sp1rit and letter of the a.greement With the Russian Trade 
Union leaaers as to how international trade unity could be achieved, 
and that by ,reason .of thls"Tesolntion.they have playec1mto the hands 
of the Amsterdam leaders, who are only .concerned with sabotaging 
any attempt at creating one united international. 

"·This conference calls upon the coming Edinburgh Trades 
Union .Congress to ins1st upon .such a'WotldJConference being 
held. If, as a result of the report of the General Councll, it is 

• 
found to be impossible to organise such a Conference on account 
of the opposition of the Amste1dam International, we urge Congress 
to instruct the general council to take the following steps to achive 
international unity.-

I. Arrange for a Conff'rence between the British and 
Russian unions, so that these two sections, one the strongest in the 
I. F. T. U ., the other the strongest in the R. I. L U ., shall them· 
selves t take 'the initiative in convening a World · Conference to 
create a united Trade Union International. 

2. In view of the growing importance of ~be international 
trade secretariats inside the Trade Union Movements of the two 
countries, the General Counc1l should encourage the formation of 
Anglo-Russian Umty Committees between tnevanous Trade Unions, 
such as miners, engmeers etc., and ensure a real dnve for world umty 
through cut all sections of the International Trade Umon Movement." 

3· In any campa1gn to secure international trade union 
unity the :Anglo·Russmn Committee should seek the co·operatlon 
of all national and mternational trade union leaders who accept the 
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platfo:tm of one united International m order that their asso.ctation 
with this movement may get the widest response to the calhng of 
a world conference to create a umted trade union international." 

The resolution was earned unammously. 

The Conference adjourned at I p. m 

SITNI).t\.Y A.Frr .. ~ltlWOO~ SESSIOJJ · 

(18) RESOLUTION ON THE POSI liON OF BRI fiSH SEAMEN 
(placed on the agenda by the 1/224 Branch· 

T. and G W. U.) 

Moved by D1ck Beech ( r, and G. W. U.). Advisory Council,. 

National Minority Movement, and seconded by 
Comrade MacMillan, Glasgow, No.9 

Branch, N U R. 

''The chaotic state of disorganisation that exists amongst 
British seamen to-day 1s of such .a cha:tacter that it becomes a 
source of real danger to the orgamsed workers ashore. 

-
"The duect responstbthty of th1s lies with the readers of the 

National Union of Seamen. For years past these professed Trade 
Union officials have v10lated every Trade Union pnnctple. 

"Their action during the Seamen's Strike of 19zs, the treach
ery shown durmg the General Stnke and the M1~ers' Lock-out, calls 
for the strongest condemnation. 

~ "Thic; Conference believes that the time has now arnved 
for the Trades Union Congress to take drast1c a chon w1th the 
National Union of Seamen 

"Therefore we call upon the next T. U. C to expei thfs 
'campany union,' and at the same ti"ne to give full powers and 
backmg to the 'r. and G. W. U. to organi:;e a Seamen's Section, 
this being the only method of preventing a complete disorganisa· 
tion of Bntish Seamen.'' 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

(19) 1/11:. CHINtSE RI:.VOLUTION AIVD TilE 

1R411:. MOVEMEN 1 

Moved by Tom Mann, Ghalrman National Minority 

Movement and member of the 1 nternatlonal 
Worke .. s' nelegatlon to China Delegate to 

Pan·Paclflc Conference; seconded 
by M. Birch (W. U.) 

The Revolution in China first came vtvidly before ths eyes 
of the workers of the west after the Shanghat events of 1925. The 
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shootings at Shanghai and Shameen by the British Imperialists 
and the General Strikes wh1ch followed, changed the whole charac• 
ter of the movement by bnngmg in the working class as an orga· 
nised revolutionary force for the first time. At the same time the 
cond1tlons ot expl01tation of the Chinese workers revealed by the 
stnkes acted as a powerful shock on the western workers. 

The fact of the Baldwin Government's struggle against the 
British mmers, lastlng for seven months, gave the Chinese revol u· 
tion an opportunity to advance. The end of the Lock·out saw 
0e begmnmg of Bnt1s1 armed interventwn in China and of the 
impenalists' attempt to split off the Chinese bourgeoisie from the 
revolutionary workers and peasants. At the same tlme, the British 
workers recogmsing their common interest with the Chtnese workers 
in the struggle agamst imperialism, by the "Hands off Chma., 
Movement gave expression to that interest. The movement was 
sabotaged by the reformist leaders, who took sides with the imperi~ 
alist government agamst the revolutionary workers and peasants of 
China, expressmg their "sympathy" with the bourgeois natio'lalism 
of such murders of the workers as Ch1ang Kai Shek. 

The Revolution to-day has reached its most critical period., 
The generals, from Chang-Tso-Lin to Feng·Yu·Hsien, have formed 
a umted front of feudal m11itansts and capitalist bourgeoisie against 
the working class and peasants' revolution. The Trade Unions are 
being suppressed or weakened, the peasants shot down and their 
Unions smashed Nevertheless, the social character of the Chinese 
revolut10n has gamed such forcer the agrarian revolution gathered 
such impetus, that we can now say that class 1ssues are uppermost 
in the Chinese Situation to·day. The masses are opposed to a united 
front of generals, " radical , revolut10naries, and imperiahst troops 
a.nd warships. 

It is the duty of the British workers in these cirumstances 
to support to the uttermost the struggle of the Chinese masses by a 
fight against British,imperialism. If the British troops and warships 
are withdrawn from China, then the Chinesemditansts and capitalists 
cannot resist the onward surge of the masses. 

With the breaking-off of relationships with the U. S. S. R. 
by the Baldwin Government, the growmg antagonism between 
Bntam and U. S. A, the renewal of the Anglo·Jap..1.nese Alliance 
by a fresh "naval under.3ta.1dmg," the dange1 of an 1mpenalist war 
in the Pac1fic grows ear,h qay. 

The Pan·Pac1fic Labour Confere~ce at Hankow in June 
dec1ded that capttali.,t expoitat1on and cap1tahc;;l militarism in the 
Pacific c:)UIJ only be fought !:uccessfully by a unt!ed front of the 
Pacific labour movements, m sptte of the dt/{creuc,s m race and 

culture at presmt dtvtdwg them. 
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Tlle interests of the Bnttsh Trade Union Movement in the 
Far East and Pac1fic are immense. Indrn, Chma, the Malay States, 
are all sources of cheap labour exploited by the Bnttsh imperialists 
to 'the Htsadvant~ge of Bntish labour at home. •Australia and New 
Zealand are whtte countries whose policy and conditions dtrectly 
affect the standard of wh1te labour throughout the world, and 
because of the emigration question especially affect Bribsh labour. 

The only solnhon for the problems of the Pacific Labour 
Movement is a nnited front against impenalism, '"'hich at present 
keeps them divided, cnlturi:dly and racially, using thepositton of the 
Chinese and 'Indians to threaten that bf 'the Australians, etc. 

It is equally essential that the Trade Union Movement of this 
country should iight for world Trade Union unity. The Chinese 
workers are leadmg the struggle in the Pacific against war and 
imperialism. The British unions must support them in that fight. 
whtch is the fight of the workers of the whole world. 

RESOLUTION 

, "This Confe:-eace of the Minority Movement, therefore, 
pledges itself b get t:1e Bntish Labour Movement to fight unceas· 
ingly for the recall of all Bntish troops and warsh1ps from China, 
and calls on the General Council to' call at ohce "Upon the Anglo
Rus'sian Trade U mou Committee tb discuss ways and means of 
supp:>rting the Chme~Se 'workers ami peasants in therr struggle 
against mibtaris'm and tmperiahsm. 

"This Conference reciprocates the. gre~tings brought by 
comrade Tom 'Mann from the Chinese Trade Umonists and calls 

,.1 J ' .... ... 

on the Generar Council to follow the-lead of the Minority Movement 
and send a fraternal greeting to Chma. '' 

The resolut10u was earned un1.nimously. 

(The speech of Tom Mann in moving the resoluhon is 
printe'd 'in a 32·page pamphlet,· ''What I Saw m China," price 2d., 
obtainable from the Nat10nalMmonty Movement, 38, Great Ormond 
Street, ·\v. C.'} 

'(2o) RESOLUTION ON INTERNA·TIONAL 

CO-OPERATION 

MQved by delegate from the Ilford Men's Co-operative 
Guild. 

"This Conference calls upon the international Co-operative 
Alliance to abandon its present futlle pohcy of neutrality m inter
national working·clas::, affairs, and to take steps to hnk up with all 
existing workmg·class international organisations for the purpose 
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'Of maintaiaing '3nd improving WOrkingclass COnditions, i!nd tO WrP) 
-a umted front against international fa-scism -and war.,. 

The resolption was carried unanimously. 

{21) RESOLUTJON ON PUBLIC AUDIT B.ILL 
. 

Moved by R. H. Edwards (N.U.V B.), Southwark Trades Council. 

"This Conference 'regards the Public Audit Bill as another 
instrument of the Baldwin Government for furthering its e.ttac'k 
upop the workir.g class Following upon the Trade Union J}.ct, 
which prohibits the affihation of Civil Service empfoyees to the 
T. U. C., <md having for its specific' object .the loweriQg of locaJ 
govttnment employee's wages, by relegating their c!~termin9-ti9n 
to the verbal ruling of the Public Auditor, it challenges the· very 
existence tOf negt.>hati11g trade UlJ.J.On :Jgreeil}~nts. Thi~ t:;gn~f(Jp.t;,_e 
therefore calls upon the T. U .c. to take immediate steps to safe· 
guard the principle of collective agreements between iocol 
goyerning bodies and their employees by instructiq~ the ,.;n.jpns 
catering for such workers to recognise only the wa~e schedules 
established by the union concerned.,. 1 

The resolution was carried unanimously~ 

{22) ELECTJONJ)F NATIONAL JX£CUTJVJ COJMil'TI!.J~ 

The folk>wing comrades were nominated by the Indp,tri~l 
sections and elected unanimously by the full Conference: 

llbners-W. Allan, E .. Collins, A. Horner, T. Nally, N. 
W,atkins. Metal-W. Hannington, N. ~hields, W. 'Stokes, J. 
Tanner, W. Ward. Transport- R. Cavanagh, G. Hardy, I. P. 
Hughes, G. T. McMillan, T. Strudwick. Butlders-]. Capp, 
Alex. Gossip, A. Jackson, W. Rowlands. Women-Marjorie 
potlttt Miscellaneous-). Baker,'S. Elsbury, C.J. Moody.-T. Quelch. 

(23) FINAL REPORT OF CREDENTIALS COMMITT,EE 

The Committee Reported that credentials had been collect&:d 
from 718 delegates. The following is an analysis of the com.Posi· 
tion of the Conference. 

Organis'3tign. 

M.F G.B •..• 

N.U.R. 

A.S.L.E.F. 

R.C'.A. 

T. and G."vV.U. 

A.E.U • • 

•• 

. . 
.. 

.. 

. . .. 

Branches Pel~ate~ 
)'epreEented present 

20 22 

13 .. 23 

• • 5 12 

$ 4 

. , ~9 .. 51 
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E.T:U. 

Boilermakers 

N.U.F.W ..• 

Blacksmithi 

N.U.V.B .... 

N.A .. P ... T~A~ 

·A.S.W. . . .,. 

N.S.P. 
! 
A.U.B.T .. W. 

-A.B.L.C.W, 

Casemaker~ 

Upholsterers 
' 

N.U.DA.W. 

ffff' 

. . 
• • 

.... 

... 

.,. . ) 
••• 

..... 
.... 
.... 

' . ,.,. 
t ' 

N.A .. U.S.A.W. and C. 

'Tailors and' Garment Workers 

N.U.A.W,. 

·Textile Workers ' 
I \ 

w.u. 

..... 
\ 

Other trade unions ,· '·~· 
.. .; .... ..."~ .. ! \> 

Co-operative Guilds 

Trades ,Councils 
<ll,.,. ,., 1 I ~I 

N.U.W.C.M. 
• r 

(M.M. Groups ' { ... 
. 
\ 

• • 

• • 

... 

..... 

.... 

..... 

.... 
..... 

.... 

" . 
... 

...... ,. 

..... 

... 
•• 3 

• • 

. ... 2 

...... 22 

...... 22 

.... 16 

...... 1 

... 2 
l 

... 

. .... 2 

. .. 7 

4 

4 

3 

- 5 

I8 

••r 19 

20 

... 61 

,. . 
..... 

•• 

..... 

• •• 

. .. 

• • 

.... 

... 

' , 

4 

5 

4 

41-

35 

. 
10 

6 

4 

2 

7 

9 

5 

31 

3i 

IOI 

The number of delegates present from the provinces was 

~ 

In add~tion there were present45vlsitors from the N.U.GM.W. 

attendmg at the request of there branches, .wh1ch are debarred by 

t~1r E.O.'s dect&lan from senchng delegates~ 
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CONCLUSION 

After comrade Tom Mann's closmg remarks the Conference 
~losed w1th the smging of the "Red Flag." 

Prmted by The Domt Press, Ltd, (T.U. throughout~, 68-70~ Lant Street, 
Borough, S Ei I, for the National Minonty Movement, ' 

381 Great Ormond Street, London W C I. 

Read-
' 

The Worker 
(Offical Organ of the NatiOnal Minonty Movement) 

For A utboritative 

Infurm~tt.ioa on 

'l rade Union M.att(\rs 

· Weekly · .. One Penny 
, (Specuil Rate& for Quantities}· 

The Worker 
, I 

\ 

·376 Orays Inn · Road, London, W.C.I 

WHA~ WB STAND FOR 
' 

1. To fight agamst the capttahst offensive wrth tts wage 
reducing and lengthemng of hours pohcy, and 1ts attempts to destroy 
trade umon nghts and practices. 

2. To fight any tendency to leave or spht the umons, and to 
wage an energetic campaign for a 100 per cent. trade umon movement. 

3 To show clearly to all workers the real role of the cap1• 
tahst State- m theu struggles. 
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4 To fight for the umficatwn of workers in factortes, in 
trade Utl.ton branches, trades councils, dJstnct comnnttees, and to 
ag1tate for one umon for each m.dus~ry, a centralise4 Gene~al Cotmml 
and a smgle Trade Unwn International. 

• 
5. To build up Mmor1ty Movement ~roups [n every l.ndustry 

in the country in order that as a, result of orgamsed actiVIty the 
policy, rurectwn, and Ideals of the Mmority Movement shall be made 
the pohcy of the Movement as a whole. 

Read ufHE WORKER." Price 1d. 

THE MINORITY MOVE1'4ENT itself xs not a traqe union; 
xt consists of mib..ta.nt :m.embers of ex1stlng trade v.mons, who aim at 
making the tra.oo un.tons real m1hta.nt llrgans tn tij~ clas11 ttruggle. 

The membership of the National Minority Movement consists 
of individuals and affiliated organisations. Trade umon branches, 
dxstriCt and natwnal committees, co-operats.ve g1J,1lds, works oom
m.Ittees, and unemployed orgamsatwns are ehgtble for affihatwn. 

, The mdxvidual membership consists of trade unionists who 
agree w1th the a1ms, obJects and prmmples of the Mmority Movement 
as laid down by the N at10nal Conferences. On being accepted, 
members shall pay th~ prascr1bed fee of ls. per annum. Unemployed 
workers desirous of JOmmg the Mmor1ty Movement shall be accepted 
as members on payment of an mstalment of the fee (ld. to 3d) on 
condition that tbey ~zr~ to pay the ba.l~n..c~ 'Qpon resun{ption of 
work. . 

OTHER PUSL.ICATJONS 

CONSTITUTION & STRUCTURE OF THE 

NATIONAL MINORITY MOVEMENT 
One .PeJmy 

lS l'~APE V~IONISli FLAYEP OUT ? 
One Penny 

'fHE MINERS) NE:K.T TASK <lne penny 

NEW CONSTITUTION FOR A NATIONAL 
MINERS' UNJO~ One Penny 

ONE MINEWORKERS' UNION-\VHY? 
One Penny 

THE MILITANT 'TRADES COUNCIL (A) 
MODEL CONSTITU'I'ION) One Penny 

WHAT'S WRONG IN THE E~GINEERING 
INDUSTRY? Twopence 
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WHAT'S \VRONG IN THE TEXTILE 
INDUSTRY? Twopence 

BRITISH AND RUSSIAN WORKERS 

Three pen~ 

--

P. 2140 (2) 

NATIONAL MINORITY 
MOVEMENT 

CON!:, TITUTION 

AND 

STRUCTURB 

' 

Price-ONE PENNY 

Publuheil by 

NATIONAL MINORITY MOVEMENT, 
I 

Room 14 (PI•at Floo•) 
I 

38 Qreat Ormond Street, London, W. C. I 

Read "The Worker'' Jd. 
I 

The Minority Movement is not itself a Union but consisb; 
of militant members of the existing Trade Unions, associating 
together in this Movement to make the Unions real militant 
organisations for the class struggle. 

All Trade Unionists are eligible to Join the National 
Minority Movement if they accept the .above. 

Individual membership consists of taking an Associate 
Member's Card at a minimum payment of one shilling peP annum. 
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Trade U man Branches or Lodges and Co·operative GUllds 
pay an affiiiatwn lee of 2d. per member, per annum 

\Vorkshop, Factory and Pit Comm1tt~es, Sh1p Committees 
and Unemployed Workers' Comm1ttees, Trade Umon D1stnct 
Committees or Councils and Trades Councils pay an affiliation fee 
of One Shilling per thousand members per annum 

Structure and functions . 
INTRODUCTION. 

What the M. M. ts. 

The Minority Movement it'sel£ i's not a trade umon · 1t 
cons1sts of militant members of existing trade unions, who a1m at 
making the haae unions real mihtai\1 organisa'hons 'for tile class 
struggle. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The memberslup of the N-atrona! Minority Movement shall 
cons1st of mdivtduals and affiliated organisations. 

lndzvzdual Membershtp. 

The Indiv1dal membership shall consitst of trade umomsts 
who agiee With the a1ms, obJects and principles of the Mmonty 
Movement as la1d down by the N atlonal Conferences. On bemg 
a.ccepted, members shall ... pay the prescnbed fee. Unemployed 
workers des1rous of joimng1tbe Minority :Movement shall be accepted 
as members on payment of an instalment of the fee ( 1 d to 3d ) on 
cond1t1on that they agree to pay the balance upon resumptiOn of 
work. 

Condztzons of Membershtp. 

A cond1t10n of membership m the above Movement shall be (m 
all'all cases where applicants ~are eiigible}'meinbership of a bona fide 
trade u.non, or, m the case of unemploped workers, membership m 
the National Unemployed Workers' Committee Movement. The 
National Mmonty Movem"·nt dd'es not iecogmse house or company 
umons as bona fide trade umons. 

Atfr.ltattd OrgantsaitMzs. 

National trade 1imons, branches and d1stnct committees, 
Trades Councils, Shop Stewards' 'Coubclls, Co·dperative 'Guilas, 
and N.U W.C.M. Committees m agreement with the aims, objects 
and prmc1ples of the National Minority Movement are eligible for 
affihahon on payment of the fees agreed and endorsed by the National 
Conferences Each affihated organisation should endeavour at all 
ttmes to butld up the md1v1dual membership of the Minonty Move· 
ment wtthm its particular }Qcal, d1stnct and natwnal organisations. 

94 



AFFILIATION FEES 

lndwidua! Members' Pet. 

The individual members' fee is a mininnm payment of lOne 
shllhng pee annum. 

Orga1usatwns' Fee. 

The affiliation fee for trade union bran'ches or lodges and 
Co-operative Guilds is two-pence per tnefuber per annum, an:d for 
workshop, factory, p1t. shop, unemployed workers' .and trade union 
d1stncs comm1ttees or councds, Trades Coun01ls and nat10nal trade 
unions, one sh1lhng per thousand members per 'annum~ 

FoRMATION oF Gno'uPs 

G~nerat 

When five or more trade unionists in a given' locality are prepare(! 
to become md1v1dual members, they shall constitute a Group. 

Industnal· 

vV1hen the apphcants lor membershlp -are drawn ,from several 
I 

industnes they shall constttu.te a General Group.. As soon as the 
General Group contams five or more members working m or be
longmg to one g1ven mdustry, an Industr1al Group shall be organised, 
e.g , Mtnmg, Transport, Meta.l (Engineer~:ng), -etc. If, rln the first 
place, the applicants for niembernhlp BiTe all•workers ,from .the same 
mdustry, they shall fotm an Industnal Group ·and be responstble ,for 
extendmg the Movement by enrollmg members ,fr0m other ·lhdm;trtes 
for the purpose of orgamsmg a General Group. 

INAUGURAL MEETING. 

Inaugm al Meetwg· Electwn of ·Offimh's 
' 

The mdiv1dual members ~hall come tqgetber for the purpose 
of formmg a defimte Group 

At sudh maugural mt>etmg a Workmg,Comm1ttee and Group 
Secretary shall be elected to carry on the work ()£ the Gr9up between 
meetmgs A Literature Secretary shall also .be elected to take '()hatge 
of the bale nnd da;tributwn of hteratum and to act as Sales Agent 
for the offiCial national organ " The Worker." 

Working Comm~ttee 

The W orkmg C,omm1ttee shall, as far as poss1ble, be represen· 
tatlVe of each Important industry, and shall be responsibl~ for carry
mg out the pohcy and leads gtven by the D1stnot Counm.ls or natwnal 
headquarters of the Movement. 
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Secretary's DutieG .. 

This Committee shall see that proper accounts are kept by 
the Secretary; who must also be responsible for issumg membership 
cards to new membeTs and for keepmg a complete reg1ster of the 
Group. He shall be responsible for mformmg members when the1r 
fees fall due, and m the absence of a. Distnct Council shall forward 
all fees direct ~o the General Secretary at natwnaJ headquarter& 1n 

addlt10n he shall report all work done, a.t least monthly, to the 
D1str1ct Council, or,.m1ts absence, natiOnal heatquarters .. 

TRADE uNION A.Nlt F A.CTORY GOO UPS,. ETC .. 

• 
Trade U nwn and Co ~op .. GrO'Ups. 

As soon as there are three or more 1nilividual members of the 
Movement in a trade union branch, Go-op Gmld or local orgam
ttatiOn, they shall const1tute a group m their respective orgamsat10ns 
and endeavour to get all Mmority Movement proposals adopted. 

Workshop Orgamsatwrr .. 

Where five or more nidiVIduai members work in a given shop, 
factory, p1t or concern, they shall as soon as poss1ble form a Factory 
Group and conSistently work for the estabhshment of a Shop 
Cormmttee 10 accordance with the offiCial dems10n of the Trades 

, Union Congress at Scarborough 1925, whrch reads as :foHows ;-

" Congress cons'l.dertJ that weU-vrgarmsed Shop Con~mtttee are 
indtspensable weapons tn the struggle to force the Capztaksts to reltn
qutsh thetr grzp on. tndustry, and, therefore, pledges ttself to do all u"& 

its power to- develop and stre.ngthen Workshop Orgamsatwn.'' 

Group Secretary. 
I 

All factory, trade umou branch groups, etc., shall elect & 

Group Secretary, who shall mamtam close workmg contact with and 
receive mstructwns from the Industrial Committee of the local 
Group and shall keep his Group Informed regardmg the apphcatwn 
of all leads given by d1str1C.t headquarters to the Industnal Group .. 

MEETINGS OF GENERAL ANI> IND11STR.LAL GROUPS. 

General Group Meettngs. 

Aggregate meetmgs of the General Group, which mcludes all 
Industrial Groups, shatl be called at least once a- month. These 
shall be called together by the W orkmg Comm1ttee to deal with all 
general matters needmg urgent attent1on.. 

lndustr-zal Group Mee#ngs. 

Meetings of the industrial g10ups shall be held at least 
fortnightly to deal w1th the applicatwn of the Minonty Movement 
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l'ohcy to the parhcnlar industries -and unions; and shall receive 
Teport'l from the Working Committee of the General Group and 
the district Ind~strial Committee. Industrial group secretaries 
·shall be responsible for reporting to and maintaining contact with 
the D1stnct 01 (m its absence) national headquarters of the Indu$· 
tr1al. SectiOn • 

.Delegates from Affiltated Organisatto1zs .. 

Affiliated organisation shall be mvited to appoint delegates 
to the general ~ggrega:te meetings and meettngs of the Industrial 
Group. 

DISTRICT CouNCILs AND INnusnuAL CoMMITTEEs. 

1Jutfitt tou!ltils. 

When the membership is sufficiently developed a District· 
Council shall be established to co-ordtnate all acthtities..' A General 
District Council, shall not be established -without conSlUltation with 
national headquarters. 

Reprnentatives. 

The number of rep.resentatives on the Distriet Council shall 
vary in accoraance w1fh the membership numbers: its structttrf;! 
-shall vary according to the inClnstrial character cf the area. The 
chie£4i.m -Shall be to obtam a Counc1l as representative of all 
important industrtes as possible. 

Elutzon of Local Delegates. 

' The Dtstrict Council shall consist of delegates from all 
Mmority Movement gronps and affiliated ox:ganisations in the 
ne~ghbonrhood. The groups shall be &sked to choose their dele· 
gates, not merely wtth re~rd to local representation, bu.t also with 
a view to obtainmg representatlQn of the main local industries, 
\Vhen the Minonty Movement h""s snfficiently tleveloped in any 
.distnct to be orgax11sed m strong industrial groups, the District 
Councils shall be elected on a two·fold basis :-

(a} 'Delegates from District general g1oups. 

(b) Delegates from d1strict industrial.groups. 

Dts tnet Indus trr.al. Committees. 

Dtstrict Industrial committees for co·ordinating the work , of 
tht>ir Industnal Groups in a distnct hhaH ·be formed tW~en and 
where the membershrp of the groups has suffictently developed to 
warrant 1t. District Industrial committees shall coniine themselves 
to coordmating the work of thelr·members in the respective u.nio.1s 
and mdustry. 
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- 1IIhat !Jodzes may /unctum ilz the aosmce of a Distntt htdust,iaf 

Commttlee. 

In the absence of a district counc1l, and until su:ch is formed, 
the industriaf Committee, or alternatively, accordmgto local cucum
stances the \Vorking Comm1ttee of the General Group, shall, m 
add1hon, perform the functions of the district council. Every 
effort must be made to extencf the Movement in -every area with 
a view to the creato~n of dJ.strict. councllsr Immediately ~ d1strict 
committee J.S. formed the wotking or industrial committee w.ill 
resume its. normal functions. 

Functto1u. 

The fwrction of the General District Council shall be.tct 
give direction to all the work in the district. It shall see that 
the national policy is applied by the general membership, the 
industrial groups and working or industrial comm1ttees, and that 
proper co-ordination of a-n Mmorfty movement propaganda work, is 
maintained. 

General district councils shall have charge (.If do.:ordina.tmg 
all propaganda in trade union branches, the assignment of speakers 
or their transference from one lccality to ano.ther, accorcfing to the 
requirements of trade union branches, etc. 

It shall be the duty of general district councils to· see that 
all groups systematically dtstribute leaffets, sell Minority Movement 
literature (with special attention to the offictal organ, "The 
Worker"), at all meetings, includirg tracfe union branch meetings, 
rete. 

General and industnal groups or their Committees may not under 
any circumstances undertake con1paigns without first informing 
the dtstrict council, where such is in existence, in order ta eliminate 
the poss1bility of overlapping. 

The distnct council, or in every instance the body functioning 
in its absence, shall control and Issue supphes of apphcatwn forms 
and membership cards to group secretanes It shnll be_ responsible 
for collectmg all membership and affiliation fees from the general' 
and mdustria1 groups. Where a district counctl 1s not m. existence,. 
the working committee of the general group, or falling that, the 
industrial comm1ttee,shall ft:nchon as a district council and' forw<rrd 
all group fees and application forms, to the General Secretary at 
national headquarters. However, persistent efforts should be made 
towards extendmg and developmg the Movement unul the establish~ 
ment of a general d1stnct counGll is achieved, m whtch case the 
workmg or industnal comm1ttee w1ll resume tts normal functwns. In 
each case,before fees and forms are handed over,a complete reg1ster 
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of all members shalt be taken £tom the applicatiol\ forms for the use 
of the groups, comm1ttees and d1strict council. 

District councds shall be responsibl~ for the methodical 
supervisiOn of accounts in the groups under their jurisdiction, and 
for the mamtenance of complete reg1sters of all members by the local 
group secretaries and the secretaries o,f the indttstrial committee and 
dtstrict council respectively. · 

District councils shall rece1ve reports of work done from all 
local groups and com· national headquarters a report, at least mittees, 
and shall be respons1ble for rendenng monthly, of all work done in 
the distnct. 

Where Labour Party Left·W mg orgamsations · exist, tEe 
Minority Movement district council shall endeavour to enter intCJ 
relationship with it in order to ensure co operation of the members 
of each organisati.:n on such bod1es as Trades and Labour Councils 
where they meet m common, and in order, also, to render mutual 
assistance. Where desirable and poss1ble a delegate from the 
Mmority Movement shall s1t 011 the Left· W mg District Cqmm1ttee 
and viceversa. 

Electton of Trade Unt.on Bodt.es. 
' 

Industrial groups or committees and district counclls .shall 
jointly consider all elections of distnct committees of the unions and 
other offic1al trade union bodies, and arrangements shall be made 
to secure support for Minority Movemenfmembers. 

Local Trade Umon Conference. 

D1stnct conncils shall control the holding of Minority trade 
umon conferences in the d1stnct. Such conferences, general or 
indnstnal, shall only be held as circumstances necessitate. An 
annual d1strict conference, however, shall be held as soon as possi· 
ble after the National Annttal Conference. 

Local and Dutrt.et Elections. 

The election of Group and District officials and representa· 
tives to the District Industrtal Committees and D1stnct Counc1l, 
shall take place annually at the first meeting in January. 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL SECTIONS. 

Nattomtl Executive Commzttee 
I 

Each national industrial section shall be governed by a 
na.t10nal executive committee elected annually at the Sectio. al Con
ferences which shall take place at a convement time durmg the week· 
end when the Annual Conference of the Nation~l Mmonty Move
ment 1s m progress. 
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ElectUnt of Nahbn ll E.recuthe Oomm~ttee 

1:he Natlonal Sectwnal Executive Committees shall be 
e1eeteCl by 6tgat1isahons and MindHty groups represertfed at the 
i\rmtial torlference. 

L 

Functwn of National Executwe Oommtttee. 

The National Sectional Executive Committee shall supervise 

anq ~i:ec,t the co:ordin~tion o~f all t~e ~ork of :he r.a:t~:ul~~ ind~s
trial s.ect10n. It shall recelve reports from di.stnct mdustnal 
committees and report regulaily to the National Executive tommH
tees on the actfv1tles of the Section nationally. 

Sub-Oommi ttees. 
. 

The Nat10nal Executive Committee of each mdustnal sectiol'l, 
sha.ll~ wherever possible, appoint a sub-committee compoS'ed of \ 
members within •easy access of x1abonal headquarters, such sub· 
committee to meet regularly and make decisions on all current 
problems and give du ection to the whole of the work of its mdus· 
trial sefciorr. The su,J·committee shall keep all Executive members 
informed of all decisions and g1ve penod1cal report of all important 
work carried .out. ' 

-
.NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

ElectMn. 

Tlie National ExecuHv~ Co'inmiftee shall
1
be elected annual'Iy 

at the Annual Conference. 1'l: shall be represiHitative of all the 
important mdustries and sections. Nommatlons sh~ll be made by 
the sections at their meetmgs and_ the National Executive shall 
reconimend the miinber to be selected from e~ch sectidn. The 
recommendations will be based on the size and 'importgnce bC the 
industry concerned. 

The votmg for the election of the NatiOnal Executive Com• 
mittee shall be confined t6 those orgamsatwns and Mmorty groups 
repre"'ented at the Annual Conference. 

~The Nahonal Executive Comtnittee shall be the governmg 
body Between the annual conferences and shalJ superv1se the 
activities of all subordmate bodies. The National Executive 'shall 
be respons1ble to the National Annual Conference and shall report 
on the work carried out during the year. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 

When to be held. 

The Annual Conference shall be held during the last week 
in August and all affihated organis:1tions shall receive two months• 
notice pnor to the confet ence asking them, to send m suggestions 
and resolut10ns for the prehmmary agenda the Executive Commzt· 
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tee to be responsible for issumg the final agenda on the basis of 
the demands sent m by the affihated orgamsabons. 

Ample notzce to be gwen. 

Adequate time shall be allowed at the Annual Conference 
for the national sections to hold their sectional -conferences and 
carJ"y out the 1mportant work of the1r respective sections .. 

WORKING BuREAU. 

Appointment of Members. 

At the first foll meeting of the National Executive after the 
annual Conference a work1ng bureau shall be appointed, such 
bureau to cons1st of natwnal officials, secretanes or national indus· 
trial sections workmg at headquaters, and such other Executive 
members hvmg adJacent to headquarters as may be appomted by the 
National Executlve Committee. 

Functw'FI,S.~ 

The W orkmg Bureau shall meet at least weekly, make deci
sions on all current problems and direct the work of the Movement 
as a Vrhole. The Bureau shall be resp6nsible sole1y to the National 
Executive Comm1ttee. for conductmg the work of the National 
Mmonty Movement between the Natlonal E. C. meetings. The 
Bureau shall see that 1he National E. C. 1s informed of all impor· 
tant decisions, the character of the work done, and the leads given 
by the national officials and \Vorkmg Bureau. 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

How Cornposed. 

The National Advisory Council shall consist of influential 
trade umomsis and trade union offic1als nominated from the dtstricts 
and appointed by the Natwnal E. C. · 

When the appomtment of Advisory Councillors i::; being con·· 
sidere l it is desirable that consideration should be given to imp or· 
tant strategxcal mdustnal centres, and they should be orawn from 
t~e Important umons and mdu~tnes m such areas. 

How ~t shall work ana when ~t shall meet 

It shall at all times work m conJunction with and man 
advisory capactty to the NatiOnal E. C. The Advisoty Council 
shall meet jomtly w1th the National Executive in the event of 
national crises and when circumstances permit. 

Members to stt on local Dtstnct Oou-nctls. 

Members of the National Adv1sory Counc1l shall be mv1ted 
to s1t on the d1stnct Councils m their respect1ve areas. 
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FINANCE. 

Prop01 tion retained b'IJ Dtstrwts. 

The Distnct Counc1l shall retam 25 pe'r cent. of all member· 
ship ahd affihation fees to a1d them m deftaying the expenses of 
District CounCil and group work in the locahtles, All money due 
to headq ua.rlers shall be forwarded at least weekly and mrde 
payable to the General Secretary m every case.. _. 

Local F~nance. 

Dis:rict Councils shall make recommendations to the general 
and industnal groups bh the methods to be employed for ralSmg 

tocai .finance. 

htMEDIATE T AtlKS. 

Gett~ng its P"aiwy Ar!lupted. 

The main function of the Minonty Movement is to work 
within the existmg trade umon organisatwns for the purpose of 
g-ethng its pohcy adopted as the ofiic1al policy of the trade umons. 

Wotli: m1~de T. U. branches. 

Every group shall hot bhiy press for the adoptlon 'Of the 
'programme oi lrrilfiediate demands, but snail also pay comn.derabie 
at~ehtloft to the reVlsiofi of trade union rules and tconstltuttons, the 
alteration of trade union strud:u.re, the election of Mmonty 
Movement members to <official pos1Hons m the Trade Umon 
branches, d1stnct committees, national executlve commtttees, 
Trades Union Congress and Labour Party Conference, and as 
delegates to the vanous international trade umon conferences .. 

How ih~ o~n be 'llthuveli. 

This can only be achieved by constant and unrernittmg wotk 
in the districts, by popular1sing the Mmority Movement pohc;11n 
a11 the trade Union. hranches, -etc. 

Hold~ngs. of Meet!l;ng. 

Groups under the superVISIOn of a d1stnct counc1.l or 
industrial district committee shall orgamse mass meetmgs and 
demonstrations m support of the Minonty Movement policy w1th a 
bearing on -all popu1ar ~J.ssues m the trade U111on and Labour 
movements • 

.t!tt~tude towards ~nterestecl 01 gamsatwns. 

Once an offictal decision 1s made m support of the Mmonty 
Movement policy the orgamsatlon concerned 'shall be mv1ted to 
participate officmlly in populansing lts decis10n by orgamsmg or at 

least pa.rtlctpahng mall mass meetmgs and demonstrat.J.ons. 
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Build Up a Powerful Press 

PUBLICATIONS 

What the Minority Movement 

Stands for One Penny 

Workshop Orgamsation 

One Penny 

World's Trade Union Movement 

Three pence 

Clencal Workers m Russui 

One Penny 

Bribsh and Russian Workers 

Three pence 

New Constitution Fora National 

Miners1 U mon 
Two pence 

The Miners' Next Task 

One Penny 

Solidarity Spells Success 

FOR ALL TRADE UNlON 

A~D 

INDUSTRIAL ~EWS 

''THE WORKER'' • 

PRICE ld. 

Baton the Bosses with FACTS 

Write for Specimen to: 

THE WORKER 
376, Gray's Inn Road, London, 

W.C.I 

TERMS 9d. per dozen 

Dornt Press Ltd.,'( T. tJ. throughout ), '68"70 

Lant Street, Borough, S.E.'I. 
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P. 2140. (3) 

National Minority Movew ent 
MineworkePs' Section 
Secretary - - NAT WATKINS 

A.ssocw,te Member's Card 

For Year 1925-19!26 

Hon. Prestdent: TOM MANN 

Gen. Secretary : HARRY POLLITT 

Gen. Org. Sec.; GEORGE HARDY 

Nat. Treasurer: GEO. FLETCHER 

Issued Oct. 1925 

38 Gt. Ormond Street, London, W.C.I. 

THE MINORITY MOVEMENT is not itself a Union but con· 
sists of militant members of the existing Trade U nions,associatmg 

together in this movement to make the Unions real mllitant 
organisattons for the class struggle. 

All Trade Unionists are eligible to join the National Minority 
Movement if they accept the above. 

Indiv1dual membership consists of taking an ASSOCIATE· 
M'EMBER'S CARD at a minimum payment of one shilling per 
annum. 

Trade Union Branches or Lodges and Co·operabve Guilds pay an 
affiliation fee of 2d. per member, per annum. 
Workshop, Factory and Pit Committees, Ship Commxttees and 
Unemployed Workers' Committees, Trade Union D1stnct Commit· 
tees or Councils and Trades Councils pay an affiliation fee of One 
Shilhng per thousand mem hers per annum. 

Name .. 

A.dd1·ess ........................ ,. . ... 
Occupatwn 

Amount Patd ................................... . 

Date .. ... ~~~ . .. . . .... 192 ... 

Mimmum annual payment: One Shilling-Members of the Minority 
Movement are earnestly requested to make it a matter of honour to 
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talre an active pa.rt in the work of the Union, sharing in the hum• 
drum detail work and demon.sJra.tmg fitn.tss for the more responsible 
()fficial positions. 

1 Read "'TlfE WORKER" 

One Penny Vv" eekly. 

The NationallVIinority Movement hopes to become the Majority 
Movement by the conversion of the Unions, fr-om being supporters 

<>f an industrial 'System controlled by Capitalists for PROFITt to 
becoming supporters. of a system controlled bJ1 the Workers for 
USE ... 

It is optional whether -a member of an -affiliated' Brnnch should 
become an Associate Member, butJt is very desirable he or she 
.should d() so, as our Workers in the M()vement -are drawn chiefly 
fr-om thes~-as the most devoted and energetic comrndes. 

lt is Qrtr aim tD enrol the w-orkers as a whole for militant action, to 
raise the standard of life, to abolish poverty and to solve the social 
problem. 

Centropress Ltd., T. U. 68·70 Lant Street, S.E.t. 

P. 2140- <E> 
An envelope wtth the following address on it :-

Postal~ 

London W. C. xo Nov. 27. 

Muzaffar Ahmad 

The Peasants & Workers' Party. of BcngaH 

3i H:arrison Road, 

Calcutta. 

INDIA. 
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P. 2141. <C> 
A letter D/17-10-27 from S. A. Dange to Muzaffar Ahmed, 

37 Harnson Road, Calcutta. 

My Dear Muzaffar, 

Your letter to hand. My mannsCTipt of Jail affairs IS ready. 
Can you try It Wlth some-pubhsher there In Calcutta ? Now 1\Itraikar 
cannot go mto 1t. 

Usmani is still ill-rather getting worse .. 

Are you going to the AH India Trade Union Congress to 
Cawnpore? I wish to J?Ut In Jhabwala for next years' Presidentshrp 
of the All India T:rade Umon With myself as Secretary, }Ointly to 
N. M. Joshi. If you are agreeable, work out. a group to- go there. 
l may come if money pernnts. 

P. S. 

Sd. 8. A. Dange-

17-10-27 .. 

Can any group of yours go to Cawnpore for the All India 
Trade Union Congress ? Try If you can to shift the Secretaryship 
to me, JOintly wtth N. M. Joshi. 

N otmg more. 

17-10-27 

Wadekar Buildmg 

G1rgaon, BOMBAY, 

Yours-

Sd. S. A. Da.nge 

P. 2142. 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF Gt. BRITAIN 

(British Section of the Communist International). 

Read 16 KING STREET, COVENT CENTRAL 

WORKERS' GARDEN, LONDON .. W.C.:z EXECUTIVE 
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LIFE 
Fridays One 

penny 

Telephone: Genard 0877 COMMITTEE 

The 
COMMUNIST 

Monthly 

Fourpence 

All Communi· 
<;a tions to be 

addressed to the 
Secretariat and not 

to individuals 

COLONIAL, DEP A;RTMENT 

The Editor, 
"Gana V ad" 

3 7, Harrison Road, 
Calcutta, 

India. 

Deat Sir, 

17th November 1927. 

Please find enclosed a copy of the message sent bY. the 
Communist Party of Great Britain to the Eighth Session of the 
All-Indian Trade Union Congress at Cawnpore. \Ve shall be 
glad if you are able to give it publicity in your columns. 

Yours fraternally, 

A. Inkpin. 

For the SECRETARIAT. 
Seal. 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

P. 2142 
The Secretary, 

Reception Committee, 

All·lndia Trade Union Congress, 

Cawnpore, 

INDIA. 

Dear Comrade, 

(1> 
November 16, 1927. 

. 

, The Cornmunist Party of Great llutain sends heartiest 
fraternal greetings to the rep1 esentahves of \he Indian tmdC' umons 
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-assembled at the Etghth ~ession of the All·lndta Trade Union 
Congrebs. It has followed w1th close attention and deep sympathy 
the class struggle of the Ind1an workers agamst cap1tahst and 
Imperialist explo1~ation 

' 
It l)Otes with JOY the signs of growing strength aud class-

consciousness on the part of the lnd1an 'vorking class. British 
workers are filled with admiration for the heroic determination, 
courage m the fa(:<i! ot snffermg ~nd s~eadfast en,durance exhibited 
by the lnd1an workers m their struggle agamst inhumanly oppressive 
.co~c;litums. Fir~t and; foremost, the commun1st Party of Great 
Bntain desires to express us appreciation of the brave fight of the 
workers of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway and those wb.o have stood 
by them in one of the most dastardly. atlacks that Indian trade 
umonism has ever experienced. The struggle of the vicbmized 
workers of the Bengal Nagpur Railway is a struggle agamst the 
deliberate attempt to destroy the Bengal Nagpur Railway union. 
'L'h~ Com,munist Party o£ Grea_t BritaillJ considers that it is a blow 
aimed at the ver.y ex.Istence of In~baiJ trade unionism, and for that 
reasQn, caHs for condemnation. and resistance on the parr of 
organised \Vorkelis m all parts of the world. 

The struggles that have been conducted by the workers in 
Madras and m Bombay this .year have further demonstrated not 
011-!Y the growi_ng strength of Indian Labour, but also the fine spirit 
of class solidanty that ammates the Indian working class. ':(he 
Communist party of Great Britain recalls with admiration that both 
in Madras and in Bombay stnkers have been viCtorious. owmg to 
the firm stand taken by the1r followworkersnotimmedmtely affected, 
gomg to the lengh of rEadmess to call a general stnke in sympathy 
w1th their comrades. 'These events have demonstrated that Indian 
trade umombm B no long;r to be regarded as m Its " infancy " , 
and they afford the best possibl~ angl!ry ot success m the greater 
struggles thaL He m front. 

Dunng the present period of capitalist decay, the workers 
of both lnd1a and Great Bntain are faced w1th the certainty of heavy 
attacks on the parts of Bntlsh lmP.eriahsm,, which hopes there by to 
stab11ise its posiuon and ward off the dangers threatening it. 
Already, m the General stnke, and in the subsequent onslaught of 
Tory reactwn, the Bnllsh workmg class has had expenence of the 
pulicy that is bemg consciOusly pursued, by Bnt1sh Imperialism. 
This expenence proves that the masses of worker& a11d peasants, 
whose explmtat10n forms the basis of the wealth and power of the 
B11tish impenalist 1 ulers, are £aced wtth an Implacable and ruthless 
enemy, and that they can only succeed in winning even the sma11est 
concess1ons by a v1gorous ohcy ot class struggle. In order to 
achieve the goal of t:ade umon organJsation, the emancipation of 
the working masses capttahst explmtatwn It IS-necessary to secure 
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umted action by the WOl kmg cfass on an 1internahonal scale. It 
has become abundantly clear that umty between Ind1an and Bnbsh 
workers 1s a pte-condition for success m the ~truggle agamst Bnbsh 
lmpe11ahsm Accordmgly, the Commumst Party of Great Brit"a!n 
bearhly welcomes the resolution of the seventh session of'the All~ 
India Trade Umon Congress which declares that the latter des1re.s 
the greatest poss1ble sohdauty and co~ordu:ratfoh 'tm'tlle part of the 
trade unions throughout the British Empire ,in oppos1t1on to the 
ruthless explottatlon of Bnbsh Imperialism. 'All 'class·consctous 
workers in Great Bntam hope that such stllitlanty in actton w11l be 
ach1eved m the near fut'ure. 

The common bond that binds the workers of all countries is 
the class~struggle against capitalist exploitation, ~nd only on that 
basts can the slogan of mterriahonal trade umon unity be success
fully reahsed. The Communist Patty of Great Bntaln warns the 
Indian trade umonists not to .accept, as representative of the real 
desires and feehngs of the workmg masses of Great Britam, the 
expre8Slons of the 'reactionary offictal leadership of the Bntish 
Labour Movement, a leadershtp \vh1ch was responsible for the 
defeat,of the General strike and the rupture o~ relations ~etween 
the Bntish T. U. C and the workers of the U S S. 'R. Ill spite of 
these leaders, the masses of workers in Great 13ritain are steadily 
movmg on the path towards more intense class struggle and more 
affective class sohdanty. On that path they welcome as the1r closest 
alhes and comrades' the \~orl(ers and pe-aS"ants of India w.ho are 
faced w1th the same oppressors as themselves. 

The expenence of revolution m both Russia and Chma 
emphasize~ the vttal role played by'tlie trade union organisation in 
the struggle against Imperialism. The Russian workers and 
peasants have g1ven the worid a colossal, wotld-insp'!rat1oh example 
of how 1t lS possfble, even 'fn an industrialfy ·back'ward COUntrj'; to 
overthrow the rule of Impenahsm and to build the firm foundation 
for rsocmhsm. The Russian tride ~ unidn .movement was built on 
the rock of class struggle and 1ts activities were a co-ordinated part 
of the whole poht1cal class struggle of the workers, and peasants for 
their emancipa bon On: these lines also the worke,rs of lnd1a and 
Great Britam can be VICtorious. 'The Communl~t Party 0~ Great 
Bntam hopes that the present sess10n of the All-India T. U .C. 'will 
result m umtmg all sectwns of the fnd:1an h~de, union m6vement 
in support of a fightmg policy leading to greater strength of orgatu· 
sation and the regtstratlon of more successes and further advance 
m the near future. 

Yours fraternally, 

For the Central Committee of the 

Commumst Party of Great Bntam. 
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P. 2142 E. 
' Address on the envelope:-

The Editor Postal Seal 

''Gana V ani''. LONDON 

37, Harrison Road, 

CALCUTTA, India. 

A cover containing a piece of photo paper on which are 
printed the photographs of 13 persons in two rows as follows:-

Central Committee K. L. (B) U. 

Chosen at the 2nd sitting of the (J offri) 19 I 8. 

TOP ROW. 

LEFT TO RIGHT. 

(1) Zaks (Glad noff). (2) Kviring E.I. (3) Pyata Koff S.L. 
{4) Stalin I.V. (S) Arten (Sergieff F.A.) (6) Yacobleff. Y. 

BOT~OM ROW • 
. 

LEFT TO lUGH'n. 

(r) Slinko Petro. (2) Baz.chetvertni ( Michael ) 
( 3 ) Schwartzs. ( 4 ) Zartonski B. P. ( 5 ) Drobnis S. 
( 6 ) Rent M. ( 7 ) Tarski. 
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P. 2144· (E) 
Envelope with the following address:

To 

The Editor of the 

"GANA VANA" 

37 Harrisson Road, 

'CALCUTTA. 

, 
PodaZ SeaJ 

MQCKBA. 

3/12/28 

Sa,raswa,ti Ma.chine Printing Press, MEEBuT; U. P., INDIA. 
• • 
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P. 2123. 
No. 83/27 

Change of address 

Old No. 141/26 
" 

Vide New No. 119/28. 

I, Muzaffar Ahmad son of Lat~ Munshi Mansur Ali of village 
:Musapur P. 8. Sandv1p D1stnct Noakha.h at present residtng at No. 
37 Ha.rnson Road; Calcutta and aged 33 & Muhammadan by caste 
declare that I am the Prmter and Pubhsher of the PenQdiCal work 
entitled the Ga.nvam, prmted at Sree Saraswati Press at 1 Ramana.th 
MuJumdur Street and published at No. 37, Harrison Road, in the 
tJwn of Calcutta. 

Sd. Muzaffar Ahmad. 

Acknowledged before me 

at the Calcutta Police 

Court: this 11th day of 
Aprill927. 

Identified by me 

(Sd) Illegible 

Pleader 

' Sd. Illegible. · 

Chief Presidency Magistrate 

and Justice of the peace. 

Seal. Chief Presy. Magistrate 

Chief Presy. Magistrate CalcuttaJ 12. 
1l April 1927. 

To 

Srr 

s.-67. 1925 

pj 2123 [1]. 
The Chief Presidency Magistrate, 

Calcutta. 

W1th 'Clue respect and humble submiSJiob'I beg leave to state 

1 



that weekly Bengah GANA V ANI of which I am the printer and 
publisher and whiCh used to be prmted at the Cosmopohtan Prm
tmg Works at 7, Maulav1 Lane, Calcutta., wlll henceforth be pnnted 
tlot Sree Saraswat1 Press at 1, Ramarnath MaJumdar Street, Calcutta. 
It will be published as usua~ at 37, Harrison Road, Calcutta.' 

Pray that you wlll be gra 10usly pleased to accord your sanct1on 
to the a.bo.ve change. 

'CAt:CUTTA. l 
The 9th April, 

192 7. 

I have the honour to be, 

Su, 

'four most obedwnt servant 

,Sd. Muz.affar .Ahmad. 

SREE SARASW ATY PRESS. 

and General;Prmters & Pubhshers. 

1, RA).IANATII MUZU.MDER B:rREET. 
\ 

Calcutta........ .. . ... • 1 92 , 

I do hereby authorise Mr. Muzaffar Ahmad~to be 1tbe •Prmter 
of Ganbani " " a Bengah_ Weekly to be prmted at Sree 
Saraswaty Press, 1, Ramanath Mazumder St. of wh1ch I am the 

·Keeper. , 

Ref No. 8/25 

old 25/23. 

--No.-141/26 

Sd. SAILENDR NATH GuHA RoY. 

Keeper, 'Sree Saraswaty Press 

1,Ramanath Mazumder St. 

CALCUTTA. 

8/4/2i. 

Caste - Mushm 

Age33 yrs. 

I, Muzafiar Ahmad, son of Munshi Mansur Ah of village 
Musapur P. S. Sandvip D1st. Noa,kht~~h at present rea1d10g at No 37, 
Harrison Road, Calcutta declare that I am tho Prmter and Pubh
aher of the Periodical work entitled the "Ga.na· Vam' prmted at the 
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Cosmopohtw Printing Works at 7, Maulvi Lane at No. 3'1, Harrison 
Road m the town of Calcutta. 

' 

I do undertake to publish the name of the Ed1tor in the column 
of the PeriOdiCal. 

Acknowledge before me 
at the Calcutta Pohce 

Court, thi~ 2nd day of 

August, 1926. 
Sd. Muzaffar Ahmad 

. 
Identmed by me 

Sd. Illegible. Pleader. 

l Sd. Muzaffar Ahmad. 

Sd. ~lleigible • 
' Chief Pres1de_ncy Magistrate 

and J ustlCe of the Peace. 

Seal. Chief Presy Magtstrate. 

2 August. 1926. 
1: • 

P. 2124. 
The Change of place of publication 

No. II9/28 

" . 
I, Muzaffar Ahmad aged J4 years son of Late Munshi 

Mansur Ali of village Musapur P.S. Sandvip District Noakhali at 
present residing at No. 2/1 European Asylum Lane, Cak.utta 
declare that I am the Publisher of the Periodical work entitled the 
"Ganavani" and published at No. 2/1 European Asylum Lane & 
printed at the Sree Saraswaty Press 1, Ramnath Majumdar street 
in the Town of Calcutta. I do undertake to print the name of 
editor in cover of the paper. Muzaffar Ahmad 

Acknowledged before me 

at the Calcutta, Police Court, 

this 13th day of june 1928 • 

.Sd/- Muzaffar Ah,mad . 
lndentified by 

Sd/ Illegible llleader •. 

3 

Sd/· Illegible. 

Ch!e£ P~esidency Magistrate 

andJ u~ti~e of the peace. 

S~al. 13June 1928 • 



Chief Presy. Magistrate, Calcutta, 12 • 
.... 

P. 2~24 (1). 

Sd/- Illegible 

12/6/28 

In the court of the Chief Presidency Magistrate., 
~ ' ~ ... 

J 

The h urn ble petition of 
~ 

Muzaffar Ahmad 

of 2/1 European Asylum 
' 

Most Respectfully sheweth, 

That your pebtioner is the printer and publisher of the 
periodical named Ganavani formerly published at 37 Harrison Road, 
Calcutta and pnnted at the -sree Saraswati Press or I Ramnath 
Mozumdar Street, Calcutta. 

That your petitioner now desires to publish the said paper at 
2/1 European Asylum Lane .. Calcutta and print the sa1d paper 
where it was pnnted before. 

Upder the aforesaid circumstances yottr petitioner prays per· 
mission & order to file fresh declaration as the printer and publisher 
of the said paper .. 

• 
Sd/· Muz::.ffar Ahmad. 

P. 2125 <C> 
A letterJn Benrali dated 15·12·.26 from Muzaffar Ahmed c/o 

Mr. Abdul Majid. Dhal Mohalla, Mochi gate, Lahore, to Abdul 
Hahm, 37 Harrison Road, Calcutta. · 

--



To 

Dear Comrade, 

P. 2126-P. 
The Chtef Editor of "Langal" 

37, Harrison ~oad. 
I 

CALCUTTA. 

Vie have duly received your ~etter dated April 15th 1926 in 
which you informed us about seoding all issues of the "Langal" 
published till now. But we are sorry to inform you that none of 
them have been received here up 'to present day. We should be 
very obliged if you would investigate this matter in local post office. 

We take note of your communication regarding change of 
name of Labor Swaraj Party. 

On receipt of your letter we started immediately sending you 
our papers, bulletins, etc. as usual for your information. We also 
suggested to other scientific and agrarian organisation to furnish 
you with materials, pxctures, books which could be of interest for 
you. You can ask us for ~ny mformation, etc, at your convenience. 

In the hope that present exchange of letters will develop into 
permanent correspondence and col1aboration for our mutual benefit. 

We remain, 

With fraternal peasant greetings 

Sd/· Voznecienski 

Sd/· ORLOFF. 

P 2126 [PJ [EJ. 
Superscription on the envelope:-

To 

The Chief Editor of "Langal" 

.37, Harrison Road 

Calcutta 



Postal seal of:

Paris 89 

R. De V DUILLE. 

4 letter in Be!?-gali dated 1,4·6•27 from S. N. Tagore, Berlin 
to Mazaffars.Ahmad,' G.anavani offic~ ... '3-7 HarHsbn !Road, "Calcutta. 

I Address .. on "tbe env~lbpe :-
. '1itJZ'AFP'AR AHMAD Esqr. 

Postal seal of 

Berlin W. 

Gana-Vani Office 

37 Harrison Road 

Calcutta, 

India. 

P. 2131-(P> 
Letter in Bengali ·dated 13·7·27 from Soumyendra Nath 

Tagore, Berlin, to M11zaffar Ahmad • 

• 



A letter in Bengali dated 27·12·27 from Soumy~p.?ran~th 
Tagor,..e, Berlin, to Muzaffar Ahmed, 37 Harrison Road, :canava~h 
bffi.ce, CalcutU\, India.' 
""" \ I I 

P. 2143 <P) <E>. 
Superscription on the envelope.:-

""" ... ' 

MUZAFFAR AHMAD Esqr. Postal seal of: 

37, Harrison Road. Berlin S W. 

,-CaJc;~tp., 

, India • ... 

THE CHENGAIL JUTE 'fORKS' UNION. 
) 

Head Office :-Chengail, P.O. Uluberia, Dt. Howrah • 
• f"' f '\ 

, President : 
~ . 

Mahab~qut HJtq, M.A.B.L. 

Vice· President: ., 

lLatafat Hosain,~M~L•C. 
( . . .. 

. , Radha. Raman)Mitra, B.A. 
' 

Secretary: 

Bankim Chandra Mukerji, B.Sc. 

Organising. Seeretaty: . 
( X\.ish,o,rpa~ G pq,s~ns.M;,•-1},• ~, L • 

Date: 8th, May, I92S. 
~ ,1 )' ~ ..... t ll' I ~ 'I t 2 J I 
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The Post Master 

Park Street !Yost Office. 

Dear Sir, 

I learn that a money order is now with you, value Rs. so, 
I 

destined for me. I cannot bel present at 2/1 European Asylum 
Lane for some time. I shall be pleased therefore if you will make 
payment to Mr. Muzaffar Ahmed of 2/ I European A~ylum Lane, 
instead of to me. 1 

Yours Faithfully 

Sd/· P. Spratt. 

P. 2146. 
Report d/· 8·10·28 sttbmitted by P.N. Banerjee, S.I. D.I.B. 

24 Pa.rganas, regarding the proceedmgs -of a meeting held at 
Metiaburz on 7·10-28. 

(Printed Separately-Bengal Speeches). 

Dear Comrade 

P. 2147. 
2/1 European Asylum Lane 

Calcutta 

M uzafar reminds me that I promised again and again to 
write an article for "Kirti". I am afraid I have no time, and 
probably shall have none for some weeks. I am therefo1 e sending 
a _copy of a thing I wrote as a pamphlet for the U. P. eomrades, 
which they propose to issue 1n Hindi. I am doubUul if it is 



suitable for "Kirti", but still I am sending it. Then I am also 
endorsing a copy of an article I sent you some months ago, but 

what never reached you. Again I don't know if you will care for 
it. But my conscience will be a little relieved ior a time. Even 
if I have not written a.n article I have sent something: 

P. S. 

Yours fraternally 

P. Sj>ratt. 

The Reception Committee decided last night .to ask you 
(Sohan Singh ''Josh") to preside at the Calcutta Conference. You 
will of course be informed officially. Muzaffar is extremely busy 
of course, and cannot write any article now, he says. 

I 

p. s. 

P. 2141 <fJ 
' A typed copy of an' article on "'Russia and India" .. · 

(Vide Exh. P.) 

A typed copy of an article on "The Power of Labour ... 

(Vide Exh., P .) 

-
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P. 2147 [B] 
A cover havmg the following superscription on it:-

R 951 
Asylum Lane 

Calcutta. , ...,.----

The EDITOR, 
"KIRTI" OFFICE 

AMRITSAR 
Punjab. 

P. 2148. [P] 
Weekly organ "KRA.NTI KA.RI '' (Hindi) (Jha.ns1). 

U. P. and Delhi Workers, and Peasants' Party, Allahabad. 

Pres~dent -Dr. B1sh wanath Mukherj1, Zafrabazar, Gorakhpur 

v~ce-President -Dbaram Vlr Singh, M.A., :M.L c., Taga. Board· 
~ng House, ¥eerut. 

General Secretary :-Puran Chandra Josh1 M.A., 34 Holland 
Hall, ,Allahabad. 

Dear Comrade, 
' 

Thanks for your kind Jetter. I will be glad to have the 
memoirs. You have wntten to me notlnng about' Basak's Books. 
Could you not send me some fx:om them I sent you a list. 
Please do procure me some. I will pay the money 1mmed1ately. 
Do send ma another parcel of books. 

A blooming friend of rome wants all the 13 volumes (except 
women) ·of the Vangua.rd Press, .Sov1et Russ1a Series, and Palme 
Dutta.'s Modern lnd1a. Could you ~k ll tho book-seller to procure 
them 1mmedta.tely and send them to me d1rect by V. P. P. Please 
do loo'k·into lh; F f ' • • 

Yes I have read all bhe•papers carefully I got the Impression 
thes1s and discusswns on Intetnat10na.C sttuatwn and Colonial 
Problem 1t 1s eo nch a.nd complete 

You will wnte to me .~.h~!.l you go to the Punjab. My 
exa.mmatwns begm from 25 April I have not yet read anythmg 
I would hke the meetmg of theN. E C (?)to be held early But 
N1mkar 1s absolutely dumb. I have not rece1ved a single letter 
from the Bombayists. 



'' KRANTI KARI " '1s improving in the note but thp 
artwles are hopeless They will gr&dllJ.lly 1m prove, I hope. The 
safety valve 1s that they are well mtentwned, though haltmg and Ill 
developed. Persuasion ! Dr. 1\IukherJl wa.o. ted a programme, I got 
the Peas::mts thesis pubhsbed.m the "Krauh Kan" and the several 
i~;,ue gave plan of actwo.. I have not heard from htm as to 
what he thmks about 1t. Please do write to "KRNTI KARl",
about the Bauru1. Strike ao.d ask Com. Hemanta Kumar Sarkar to 
wnte about the constitution etc. of the Bengal Peas!:.nt'SJ 

'League. Com K-1.da.m.h-ad started a mum01pal Employees' Union 
and Com. . MukherJI has been holdmg- some meetings of the • 
Peasantry. 

J' 
I have got Spratt's rormer paper tr~nslateiJ.. A friend of 

mine is willing to get 1t pubhshed in May. It is a qui~~ costly 
affair. He is a Land Lord young fnend of mine, sympathetic-his 
estate is yet under court of wards. He wants me to s.tar~ a Cpmmu- ' 
nist monthly-on Ideological for Young Comrades and IS Wiilmg to 
pa,y for it. I beheve the t1me Is qmte r1pe.for the under-takmg 'and 
if we are late the Social Democrats may carry the plan (?J. You 
heard Chamanlal " I am a. soetahst but not a. commumst"- they 
are showmg their ha.nd and headmg towards the Ol'J.SlS. ' WJJ would 
talk about this monthly bnsmess; I beheve I could_ undertake it, 
if promised help by you - 1f wa do 1t at all, It must be very well • 
done. The one great problem will be gettmg sUitable art1eles from 
abroad. It wlll be invaluable smce books are unproc11rable and wdl 
become more so. Please thmk senously about 1t. 

On hearmg from you and on havmg recetved the next parcel, 
I w1ll send you the money for. the 3_vols:- I badly need them. 

P. S. 

Wtth fraternaly greetings, 

P. C. Joc;hi'. 

I read the other, day a .paper on the role of the Congress m 
the local Youth League. ,L\wJ.har La.l w~s ~here and a very. mteres
tmg discussion f He afterwards told me that 'th~ Berlih ·Comrades 
had told htm ~hat some ptom~nent · '!~dum Comroulllsts were 
C. I. D. men I He says ho has come (?;to know, m Ind1a that 
there are~ maay mOle so -tha.n we sbsl>ect ! ! You may look to It and 
if yolJ. wnte to ,me early enough when gomg to PunJrLb and dwp 
here' for ... a/da.y~l~hould arrange a talk wtth Ja.wahar Lal. It will 
surely be pn.ymg. 

11. 



p 8148 [~] [1] 
KRANTl KARl O:FFIOE, JRANst. 

D&tied 25/2/29. 

Dear' Mr. 3osbi • 

You~t ~~ hal3.d tbNugb Mr. K.a.lits.l.Jl sp-.m..t lQ cla,ys ago; and. i!ll 
reply' t~ yo~~ aco.usati;on l ha~Et to SSQl: that~ I d.!> not und~sband in 
Wb$lt w~' w,e ha:t~ v..iola,t~d •he pal;t~'lJ, policy. in the "KRANTl.KARl'' 
whab~ve.,.Ut~:a~u~ c~n.Qeraing parties pri.Miples- a:u.d p.rogramme, W'l 

have, we strictly act thereupon - but we must .remembe:v that thtt 
masses have still a blind faith in the bourgeoisie and In theu holl(\w 
pohcy - it we start a.ttackmg thern virulently, the illiterate and 
lgtu'm.tnt m&sses willt Jloot us. So as- a matter of policy wear& 
gradually unfeM'ing ou.r program.ni& in order to restrain their 
slJ11p&thi and tio make them our subscriber as they are the only men 
who .&ave JsecQme 6ur subscribers up to now. 

Pleasel dO! sellA ~U:ticle~ in Ri.ltdi 8iS i4 takes tim,e in tl'ansbting 
;J,Oqt Ji.otJ:.ible. WUfi.iug; &lJiO guide• US frOJJl t£mt to t.irtJ~: w;hert 'Wfl 

mistak~ Also pleq,se. sem.d m~ tlae &zttQun.b of pdntfug, bill as tha 
mer• is: badly p:lessilig' for early payment. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd. .LaJs:shmi Nararan. 

P- 2148 [f] [E] 
An envelope with the, following Bu.pexs.ctiptioQ. on. it,:

:MUZAFFAR AHMED EsQ., 

2/l E.uropeau A.s,ylu.m. Lane 

CALCUTTA. 



Dear Ktsliori, 

P. 2149 <P>. 
2/1 European Asylum Lane, 

Calcutta, 

27-2-1929. 

' I a.m sorry I dtd not keep my previous appointment with you. 
It was a rather vague one, if I remember. I ami afraid now that I 
am engaged on Fruia.y evenmg, but Thursday or Saturday will do 
for me Huda told me th1s morning to go to see you on Thursday. 
Wtll that be satisfactory now? If uot, you might phone some t1me 

I 

durmg the day to Calcutta 3270, othe1 wise, I shall come about 8. 

Meanwhile, Shall try to collect the material which I gathered 
previously on the Unions. I fear---though, that you will be dtsapoin: 
ted in its qua.hty and qua.nttty. I ha.ve not looked at it smce the 
T. U. C. d I remember' having been extremely busy in doing, as 
usual, nothing m particular. 

Yours 

Sd/· P. Spratt. 

Superscription on the envelope 

Mr. Kishori Lal Ghosh, 

1 Kantapukur Lane, 

Bagh baza.r 

Calcutta. 

P. 2150. 
TRANSPORT WORKERS UNION OF BENGAL INDIA. 

Shanghai, 

14th March 1929. 
Dea..r Comrade. 

We have followed the gallant struggles of the Indian workers 
ever since the foundation of the Pan Pacific Trade Union Secretariat 

18 



Several tun'1s we attempted to get mto dtrect .contact with the 
Indtan Trade U mon Congress, but w1thout success Because of tlus 
we demded to send Cornra.de J Ryan, an E:ocut1vo Council member 
of the Australian Connell of Tutde Umons as'our representative to 
Indta, who attended the la~t Indtan T U C. We thought hts pte· 
sence at the Congress m'1y result m defm1te affihn.t10n of the Ind1<1U 
Trade Umon Congress w1th the Pan-P.:tctfio Tr.:tde Umoo Secretar1at 
or p.t le<Lst a deClSlOD to send delega.tes to our nex.t Conference rrhe 
former was not ach1eved, a.lthough h1s a.ttenda.nce1 we feel certam, 
will result m a bettdr understa,ndmg by Ind1a.n workers of the a1ms 
&nd obJects of the pptus, and we hope w11l also ~esult m the Iudmn 
r.r. U. C becoming dtrectly affiliated, as we understand th1c:; questiOn 
will be deCid3d at the next Congress. Meantime we have set~\lour
selves the task of crea.tmg and mamtammg the closest relatiOns 
w1th the Val'lous trade ui:nons, and acquamtmg them w1th our 
movement., 

In order that you may undera;ta.nd the pptus we mte the follow 
I 

ing:-

The Australia-n 'Irade Union Movement, sensing the dal}ger 
of war, etc, wa..s the first to move for the format1op of a Pan-Pamnc 
Trade Umon movem~nt m 1022, The Austrahans called a Con
ference m Sydney. but owmg to expense, d1stance, and probably a 
lack of understandmg of Jts a1ms and obJects, the Conference was 
very poorly attended. However, the prov1swnal meetmg resolved 
to call a second Conference m Cnnton Chma, whwh was finally 

., held in Hankow m May 1927. Th1s was 11 real successful Conference 
w1th delegates attendmg from Japan, Java, Chma. Korea, U S. S R. 
U. S A., England and Fra.nce. Delegates from the last' two countnes 
attended because of the large mterests the Bnt1sh and French 
cap1tahsts have m the PaCific. The Aust1ahan delegates were pre· 
vented from attendm~ by the mterference of the Australian Govern· 
ment. Delegates from other countries arnved too late to he m 
attendance 

Smce the Hr.mkow Conference, the Australmn CounCil of 
Trade Umons, the Phtltppme Labonr Oongre~s, the AIJ-Cbma 
Federat1on (){ Labour7 the J'l.panese Cou01l of Tmde Umons 
(Hyogtkn.h anc1 tne Japanese Trade Umon Umty League, tho Korean 
FederatiOn of Labour, the Central Counc1l of Trade U111ons 
(U. S~ S. R) the Trade Umou League (U. S. A.) the llut1bh 1Imo
nty Movement and the Umted Confedera.twn of '11rade Umons 
(France), have all become aflihated to the pptus. r.rh~SJ3 orgauic:.a.
twns have a combwed membership of fourteen mdlwn workers and 
the l'PTus ts now the only body wh1ch 1s a fo1m1dable force, 
co-ordmating tho efforts of the trade umons m the Pacific area. 
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N eedles<~o to say om policy has exmted the hostility of the 
iin.pcrmllstq, especutlly the Bnt1sh, wh) st1ll mamtam the greate~t 
sln.ve Emptre, ttnd who aun to contmue th.etr donunatwn m the 
Or1ent and Pa.ctfio :uen.. It 1s m th.e Pc1clfic that the econonuc 
and pohtwal antagomsms between th.e unpenahst countr1eq are 
greatest, and every ~ndtc'Lhon pomts to the lmm~dtate danger of 
another world war centered m the Pac1fic. Every mtpert::~.hst country 
struggle3 for o::mtrJl of tc1W m·ttena}q, cheap laboUt and an extenswn 
<>f 1ts markets. In th1s struggle England and the U mted States of 
Amerwa. are becommg b1tter r1va!s. ' 

Many events prove the fore·gomg statements fatlure Of the 
Geneva Armament Conference, exposure of the sectet naval and rnlh
tary pacts of France and Eugln.ud, the p:IJssmg of the U .' S. A., Crutser 
13111, the strengthemng of Pa01fic Naval tleets by both the U. S., and 
Bntam the fortificatiOn and constructiOn of the huge naval and a1r 
base at Smgapore, the strengthemng of U. S , fortrficatwns m the 
Panama and at Pearl Harbour. These defimte preparatwns for 
world war and many other symptoms prove the correctness of the 
Hankow Conference m 1ts deClswn to mobthse the '\\Others m oppo
sttton to 1mpenahst war. They n.]so pomted out the permanent 
danger of unp4)rtahst war on the U nwn of Sovtet Socmhst R.epnbhcs. 

The Hankow Conference also set the pptus 'the task of 1 
mdmg to strengthen extstmg trade umons m every country around 
the Pacrfic. and orgamsmg unwns where none extsted, ~) to uL1hse 
the full force of our movement to 1a1se the extstmg Jow standards 
of hvwg m colonml n.nd sernt-colomal couutnes, 3) to fight agamst 
the horrtble expl01tatwn of women and child labour, 4) to assu;t the 
Chmese to strengthen thmr fight agamst unpenahsm, 5) to mstst 
that the worh.ms of tmpeuahst couutnes asstst the strugghng colomal , 
w01kers, etc. These ta((kq we have endeavoured to carry out to the 
fullest extent. rrhts 1s tho reason why the offimals of the I F T,U. 
(Amsterdam), the Intemn.ttonal La.bour Office and the Buttsh 
Government are anxious to orgamse an "Astatw" Conference 1n 
oppos1t10n to the pprrus. And we are sorry to note that the 
Indmn TUC maie the IDI'3tn.ke of fctllmg mto the trap set fdr them by_ 
Albert 'rhomas, tho S3cret:1ty of the I L. 0. • 

However we are carta10. our cnem1es w1ll no~ sl.lcceed, a-1 
already we have every rettson to beheve that every countty I)l the 
P.v:~tfio \Hil be rt>pret,eu ted u.t our Couftreucc. 'rhe latin Amerwnn 
Repuhltcs wLll be ~rrpresented, n.ud wo are almost certrun thu.t 
every country m the F.u EcLst vwlll have delegates prrsent. It would 
be~ grea,t gnp m the Pan-Pa,c1fic Confeten<.!e If delf'gates d1d t.ot 
arnve from Indta. Therefore, our Secretariat ha.s demded to mv1te 

the dlilerent trade umons of Indta to send delegate:;. vVe 
therefore e1:tend a hearty mv1tat1on to your orgamsatwn to send 
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d~ll:'gates to the II Pan-Pacific Trade Umon Confe1ence whiCh 
wdl open at Vlad1vostock next August 1st. If it IS nnposc;Ible for 
you to send delegates due to lack of finance you could probably 
atunge w1th some other umon or umons to be JOintly representfd 
by a delegatwn 1'ht'l should be possible To. ha1- e delegates at 
our next ConferencE~ wlll be a fittmg reply to the explOiters of the 
Indt.tn workers and peac;ants who have finally demded to cut off 
Inclun trade unromsts from then fellow-workers abroad by passmg 
the "Pubhc Saft'ty B1ll", which, w1th the aid of the Ant1-Trade 
U mou Act., 1c; mtended to smash the Indmn Trade umons. 

At out February meetmg last year, the Secretariat at the 
request of tlio representative of the Australian Council of T1ade 

. ·u mons decided to hold this II Conference m Austraha However, 
Premier Broce's Government gave us notice by a pubhc statement 
from the Premwr, that AsiatiC delegates would not he al1o\\ed to 
]and lD Austraha, even though they were trade uniOn representativeP. 
We had 'no sooner commenced a campaign agamst the exclusiOn of 
AsiatiC delegates when the latter banned our Conference completely. 
Therefore m orde1 to meet m secur1ty we apphed to the first Govern. 
ment of the Vl orkers and Peasants, the U mon of Soviet Socialist , 
Repnbhcs, and they granted permission to meet in Vlad1vostock tho 
Pacific port of the U S. S. R , as we requested. ' 

We feel sure you Will endeavour to do your utmost to be 
rep1esented and will overcome all obstacles that may be m the way 
of sendmg as large :t delegatwn as possible. When your delegates arr1 va 
m Shaughai they can d10p a note, announcmg their arnval, to Mr. 
J. Davis, General Post Office Box 1501, telling where and lww he 

, can meet you, when further mstructwns as to the route to proceed 
· will be gtven Delegates should arnve m Shanghai about the first 

week m July. If you should send your delegates d1rect w1thout 

reportwg to Shangha1, you may go by boat to Datren and by tram 
to Vlad1vostock v1a Ha.1bm, or by boat from Shanghai. Trustmg 
you vi'lll 1mmed1ately elect your delegates and carefu11y prepare their 
departure so as to arrive m time for the o;emng of the Confe1ence. 

Fraternally yours, 

FO~ THE PAN-PACIFIC TRf\.DE UNION SECRETARIAT. 

Sd/~ ~I. A J;leton. 

Sec~etary. 

P. 2150 (E). 
Addresses on envelopes -

1 Mr. S. M Shamsul Huda 

2/1, European Asylum Lane, 

Calcutta, India. 
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P. 2151 (P> 
Telegram :-''KIRTI.'' Telephone, No 714. 

"KIRTF' 
• 

The only Labour Organ ~n Punjab~ • . 
r, 

The best med~um for advertzsement. 

Commands wuust circulatwn. 
I 

Amritsar' India., 

10~12~28. 

Dear Oomrade, · 

I have recmved all your letters, and am preparing my address. 
Hope to start for Caleutta on the 18th Bhag Singh mil not make_ 
any obJectwn for h1s name being used on the leaflet. ' 

Feroz is here and has Jomed the "K1rti". Feroz's attendmg 
the Conference lB uncertain on account of financial trouble. We hope 

I 
to come m larger numhe1s and hope to collect some money wh1ch we 
will brmg along wtth us. 

Moreover, I will brmg the report along w1th me and wire before 
start from here. 

W 1th best wtshes, 

Yours fraternally, 
-

Sd. Bohan Smgh. 
P. S. 

I have rQceived the PnnJabl leaflets etc. 

P. 2151 <C> 
Copy of an mtercepted letter from Bohan Smgh Amritsar 

Dt/10/12/28 "Kut1" to Mr. Muzaffar Ahmed of 2/1 European Asylum 
Lane, Calcutta. w1th Post Marks (1) Amntsar Dt/ 10-12-28. (II) Park 
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Street Dt/. 12-12-28. (4 P.M.) (intercepted by S. I. G. B. Roy,) 

Telephone No .. ~14. 

KI.RT/. 

Tl£e only labour organ in Plfnjabi. , 

,Th1 be1t medium for a4verti8ement 

Oommfnds unclest circulation. 

Amritsa.r India, 

Dear Comrade, 
' I 

I have received all your letters and am preparing my address. 
Hope to sta.rt for Calcutta. on the 18th. 

' 

~~ ~~pgh; wi}l ~ot ta.ke a.ny opJection, of bis name being used 
~ in the leaflet. 

.. F~;o~ is_ ~e and ha.s joind, tqe '• Kirtl ••. Fet;.oz's attending 
, t~e-:: C~~f.er~nce is uncertain on acco~nt of financial trpuqles. We hope 
t~ ... com~ 1p la.rg~ nu~bers and ~ope_ tq collec~ some mpney which w.., 
wlll br1ng along with us. 

~?~eover I wt!l b?ng the reP,Orl a,lon~. w~th me ~nd w1re before 
sta.rt from here, w1th best w1shes. 

P. S. 

. Yours fra.ternally, 
.. 
Soha.n Singh, 

I have received the Punja.bi leaflets etc • 
.. ... v. J' .. " '""' 

P. 1151 <P> <El. 
I 

iuperscnption on the envelope:-

Mr. Mu1ffnr Ah~ed, 

· 2/1 'European Asylum Lanet 

Calcutta.. 

--
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P. 2152 [01. 
Re ·~terception at Park St. P. 0. 

A cover addressed to Muza!far Ahmad of 2/1 'European 
Asylum Lane Calcutta w1hh post marks (1) Sha Alm Gate Dt/· 
18-2-29 (7 -25 A. M.) and (2) Park St. Dt/· 20-2-29 (9-30 A. Af.) 
Contamed 3-lilVltation cards (prmted) ISSUed to ),fuzaffar Ahmed, 
Abdul Hahm and Mr. Spratt. A copy of these cards is gtven beiow: • 

I ' 
The undersigned requ~sts Comrade ......................... to attend 

the second session of the PunJab N aujawan Bharat Sava Conference 
to be held under the Pres1dentsh1p of Comrade So han Smgh Josh 
on the 22nd., 23rd and 24th February 1929 at Bradlaugh Hall 
Lahore. 

Ishan Illahie 

G. Secretary R. Committee 

PunJab N auJawan Bha.ra.i 

Sava Conference Lahore. 

The cover has been mtercepted today at Park St. P. 0. at 
9-30 A.M. 

Daa.r Comrade, 

Illeg1ble- ' 

20/2/2~1. 

P.2153-[P] 

.. 

M. A. Mazid & Co, 

Import & Export 

Commiss10n Agents, 

MoQbi Gate, Lahore, 

28-1-29. 

1 am maoh plea.sa:l to re1.d your letter of the 24th instant 
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and wonder that you still remember me. ' my arrest was effected 
~1thout a warrant under Section 302 Jndtan Penal Oode. I am 
still on ball and am; not certam what-will be the result. I am 
still in the dark whether the Government ~s gomg to make a tr1al 
or have me 1n the same susp1C1Dn. Ram Cha.ndra. a.nd Kadernath 
Sehgal, ~nd other Com1ades are being tr1ed under Section 124A 
lNDIAN PENAL CODE, ~tn the result you can eas1ly know 
• ~~~l':!l the dally p~pers of Lahore I myself, greatly regret that I 
1 ~~ulq not attend the Confereno for whiCh I had made complete 
~reparation,' but ~nfortunately was arrested the mght previous 
to my departqre: Comrade. Ga bar Rahaman Khan is still in his 
nat1ve place. I -often receive ews from h1m and he 1s qmte well. 

i 

W1th Comradely greeting-

Yours, 

Sd/- M. A. Majid. 

P.' 2153 <P) <E) 
Envelo~e havmg the following address on it :

To 

• 

MUZAFFAR AHMAD Esqr. 

2/1 European Asylum Laue, 

Calcutta. 

P. 2154 <P) 
3 Fuozesba. Road 

J 

New Delh1 i6·2-29 . 

Dear Mr. Muzaffar Ahmad, 

I a.m informed m a letter I received yesterday that neither 
' 

20 



Bankim Babu nor Ra.dharaman Babu who, were acting under your 
instructions has seen Kshit1sh Babu, and as a result, though bail 
order ha~ been g1ven to the appela.nts they could not be ba.ued out 
because the little money I could spare anl have with me before I 
eame here, is exhausted. I had also written to you a. letter before I 

I 

eame here stating the 13ituation as it stood, I am reallY. unable to 
understand what this interferance alternated w1th aloofness, means. 
When there 1s a.otua.l n~ed for; your a.ssistanoe your p~rty does no~ 
seem to be unanimous for .help, whde pertaia men are allowed to talk 
big in your party's name and with ita appa.rene approval. E.x:euse 
me if I use strong langulge, but reall~it is time that your party 
came out with a.definite policy. In regard to tb1s pa.rtzoular matter, 
I must tell you that you take upon yourself serious responsibihty, if 
with the money lying in your hands you allow these poor people to 

.. be in jail a. day longer than is ana voidable. \ ' 

Address on the_Post-Oard:

Mr. :Muzaftar Ahmad. 

c/o Bengal Peasants & Workers' Party 

2/1 European Asylu.Ill Lane 

CAtCU'l''l'A.. 

P. 2155 (P>. 

'tours truly, 

Bd/· K. GhosQ. 

WEEI\T.~Y ORGAN "KRANTI KARl" (HINDI) 

JHANsm, UNITED PROVINCEs AND DELHI 

Workers' and Peasants' Party, Allahabad 
... 

(on the margin) • 

President: Dr. Biswanath Mukherji, Zafra Ba.zar, Gorakhpur. 

Vice~President: Dharamvir Singh, M. A. M. L. C. Ta.ga Boardt.ug 
House, Meerut • 

• 
General Secretary: Puranch~ndra Joshi, M. A., 34, Holland Halt, 

Allahabad. 
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My dear Muzaffar, 

I duly read the papers but not the letter to the Independence 
Leacrue Please do send It to me. I regret Com. Hahm 1s not 

0 

commg here. I am sure 1t would have done h1m Immense good. It 
1s a. p1ty y9u too are so unwell. L Why should you not come here for 
a. Change and a rest. The Benral Comrades must somehow manage 
to keep the party gomg-It dots not speak well of our party that It 
cannot spare a member. I do now 1t a ;nearer fnend than of a. 
Comrade and I would welcom you w1th all 1ts warmth. Please 

~ serwusly thmk of 1t. J 
4 

What has Com Spratt ~one for the tracts and pamphlets ? 
J;Ias he fin1shed the ones entrusted to him Damn the Pubhc Safety 
Btll, How treacherous and empty was the debate, Is there any way 

I to de tam Com. Spratt ? 
l 

You can buy me books worth Rs 60/- from Com. Basak's stock 
there. I liave got some 6 of his books. I will now keep them all 
and not return them and use t~em as m1ne I w1ll send you the 
pnce for them too Get me all the stuff on Chma as much as possi
ble ou1deology and strategy, all Lellln and Trotsky. The book Coy. 
has not sent me the stuff. I selected them, ask them to complete 
my vanguard senes and send me some on youth work. Is 1t not 
possible to get the annual reports of the Third Internatwnal and the 
C. P. ot G. B, as also of the young Com. International When will 
you get me the monthly and weekhe!:' and fortmghthes They will 
tram me In tact1es. Will you please ask Com. Spratt to wr1te to 

• them so that they may send 1t on to me straight I w11l pay the 
money whenever whe1eve1 they want When I receive Basak's stock, 
I will send you the money. Please get It heavily msured 

You w1ll pl~ase write to me wh~t you thmk of the plan of 
actwn appended to the Peasants. Th1s 1s to be published m the 
KRANTI KARl. I do not know what to do with the KRANTI 
KARl I have been sendmg them notes, but he still mdulges m 
meanmgless mterpretat10ns I w1ll sevd h1m still more copwus 
notes m the future You too wnte to them Have you not been 

~ recelvwg the " KRANTI KARl" regularly ? \Vhy not wnte ~some· 
thlllg to them, the only way to couect h1m 1s to wr1te for h1m. 
None but myself among the party members wnte for tqe paper 
How can It be substantial. I am agd.m '\\ritmg • very futnkly to 
Lakshm1 Narayan, let me see \\hat be wutes back It IS not yet 
time to leave '•KRAN'fi KARl," We must stwk to 1t 

Yes Dharamv1r Smgh accepted the VICe-Presidentslup. He 
IB a humamtanan, yet not very smcere I am wntmg to h1m agam 
todn.y and w11l ask you to send h1m some books In the next elec· 
t10n he WJll have to be chucked out He IS howcv~?r, ha1mless, a 
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silent.sincere •worker but W(''l k minded--a personal friend of Dr. 
lfukherJl. It 1s a s1gmficant Dr. MukerJl 1s s1lent about the thes1s. 
I may have to run down to h1m shortly 1£ he does not come here to 
see and know him as he IS after the Conf: and especially when' we 
ha.ve la1d down a defimte pohcy in our programme • . 

You did not ask the Bauria. people to wnte to the "KRANTI 
KARl." 

I read Coms. Aftab and Nnpendra have been arrested. 
Congratulate them for me. _What effects will it have on the Party ? 
What 1s the stgmficance' of thts ~ove ? Crerar's speech was very 
threatenmg. It is a pity I have not been hearmg anythmg from the 
Jl&rty headquarters (s10) and am absolutely m the dark about the 
th10gs bemg done o~ to be done. I also read * Desa1 1s to ed1t a. 
Weekly. Is 1t true? When is 1t to come out ? 

\ , 

You will be glad to hear I have got 5 or 6 young boys of sohd 
stuff mterested m the work, and they are serwusly readmg the 
courses planned by me. -

Please do send me Basak's books as also the magaz'ines and 
penod10als. I have to educate myself-systematicoJly and thoroughly 
and recrmt young workers for the party. we have none. Ideolog10al1y 
ill-developed I am a blot to the party a._,nd tactically ignorant 
a danger to 1t. My own ,task 1s so up-bdl. U. P. Branch 1s so 
nebulous, loose and tgnorant m short not worth its name. It has 
to be broaght up to dn.te as soon as posszble, so that 1t may not 
be a drag on the rest-educatzonal work, who~oever you look at us
is our first task. I would also be reqmrmg a set worth 50 for a 
student here and another worth 30 to be pa1d to Y.P.P. or advance. 
You wlll book the order wzth the Book Coy or ask them to order 
from abroad. I am herew1th sendmg you the hst. Both are sura 
cases and the books wont be returned, but they must get all of these. 
Could you uot get me Roy's books on non-co-operation. 

'Vould you like to come to Gorakhpur? 

W 1th loving greetmgs, 
Fraternally, 

Sd PURAN. 

Copy of the book .. hst sent by Puran along with the latter 
addressed to Muzaffar Ahmed. , 

Marx Commumst Ma.mfesto. 3id. 

Engels Soc from U topta to Sc. 3~ 

Lenm The great mzttattve 3~ 

" The I'roletanan Revo. 2/3 
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Kamenelf Tho D1Ctatorsh1p of the Proletarist, .... 2;a. 

Marx_ Wage Labour and Capital. 2~ 

Radal$ Development of SooJor Sc to P.mdu:£ ... 2!d .. 

Phihps Prloe Cap1ta.hst Europe a.nd Sov. Russut. 5d. 

Paul Communis 7d .. 

P~me Dutt. ComtonlllS , •• 

Gaster World Rev 

lluba.nn Progr~mm ot the World Revo. 
I 

Postgate 
l 

The Workers Interna.hona1. 

Trotsky 

Postgatij' 

Marx 

In defence of Terronsm. ·!' 

;I3(,}lshev,k Thao1y. , 

Fr. Revo. ,. ..... . .... 
, 

Engls 

Hammond 

Revo. and Counter Revo •.• 

Lde and Teachmgs of Ma.l'k 

The town labourer. 

The 'Vlllage lllobou:rar. , .. ,. 
Starr A worker looks.a.~ H1st. .,, 

,, I ,, ,, Eoon ..... 

Bagdanor ~ Short Course of Econ So. 

Bukharin Lenln as Mar~1st. 

The ErrQrs of Trotsy1sm. 

M. N. Roy One yea.r!of Non Co-operation. 

,, Aitermath. 

Stalin Leninism. 

Bukhanm H1stonca.l Materialism. 

Russian Year Book. 

K.ropotkm Conquest of Bread. 

" 
F1eld, Factories, and Workshop. 

Fr. Revo. 

Vanguard Press Sov1et Russia. 

(1) Pohttcal Org: 
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_.... 2/9. 

,... 3/6. 

.. .. 3/6. 
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.... 8/61t 



{2) Vtllage Life. 

(3) Educat10n. 

(4) Art of Culture. 

Morn Imperiahsm. 

Pnrull .& Hallsworth Labour conditions. 

On Trade Unionism. 

One copy each. 

P. 2155-<P>. <E>. 
Superscription on the envelope~ 

MUZAFFAR AHMAD. 

2/1 European ~sy,lum Lane . ' 

Calcutta,. 
Postel seal of 

Ka.tra. 

Allahabad 

14 Feb. 29. 

Park Street 

Calcutta 

15 Feb. 29. 

P. 2156 [P]. . . • 
Letter da,ted 11-2·29 from Muzafiar Ahmed,- Workers', and 

Peasants, Party of India, Bengal Provincial Branch, 2/1 European 



Asylum Lane, to S. V. Ghate, 17 Dwfir'kd DEL~ :ManSians Sandhurst; 
Road, Bombay No. 4. •. ri ~ • 

( Vtde Exh. P. 1So5 J 

~~~ 
P. 2156 (P) <E>. __,, 

'superscription on the envel~pe:

Mr : S. V. Ghate, B. A, 
"' 

' 
117 Dwarkadas MansiOns 

S!rliilh'ursl Road, 

Bombay 4. ' 

. R 'C2~ 
P. 2157-P. ~-

, Letter Dated 14-2-29 from S. V. Ghate, i 7 Dw~rka Das 
Mansions, Bombay, to Muzaffar Ahmed, 2/1 Euro~e:l.D' Asylum 
Lane, Calcutta. 

( V 1~e Exh. P. 480 ). 

P 2157 [P] [E]. 
Superscription on the envelope.

M~~affar Alimed, Eiqr. 
2/1 European Asy'tum tane 

'dl.lcutt:t. 
l I I 
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1; R!bn€apufrlif JJitf!e, 
'\ IC. 11 <( ' t. I 

P. 0~ Ba.ghbaza.r. 

2ft. 2; lt129. 

M1 d~:tt Spta.tt, 

i return9d to Calcutta,. last Saturday eyentng. I th;ui that 8, 
letter addressed to rou care of me hag been lying hEtre. I want to 
see yod plj§iti1ely on certdiin vety ~poftaitl1~ matters j.ncl,udip.g the 
ma.tter rega.rdmg enquiry into £he oondltions of Trade . Unions. 
~om~time back tou fixed_up an appointment. with me , }Vhich you 
fa.iled to keep and then I had to leav& suddenly for New~ Delhi1 
Howevert l hope you W,ould write me. ~a.clc. ,to say wJ:lich day arid 
time would suit you. I would be gla.d If Friday eveniri.g suits you. 
At any rate please let me know atld obhgEf. 

Yburs sfn'ce¥ety, 

Sd/- K. Ghosh., 

Sup~rscrfption on the Post Ua.rd:-

.. -M.r. i!. s~r&tt 
c/o Bengal Peasants' and Work~ra' Party 

'J/1 European Asylum Lane 

LOCAL. 

P. 2159 <P> 
IDbaltes~ari Gotton mtlls l!Xllotltera 'Ulnton. · 

' 

8-8-29. 

Dear Comra:de, 

I d1d not receive any further letter in reply to my letter from 
you smce I rec€nved your last lettet. I arh tliose aays busy m 
wnting some thing and publishing some uupubhsbed ma.nusert'Pt. 
In a. few days I w11l have sufficient matena.ls to gtve a ~tart to the 
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V. L. Co. But as regards the company that Deben Babu is taking 
the 1mtlat1ve what do you thmk-I have sent him to you to consult 
w1th you in th1s matter, to secure names of- Mahomedan professor 

t or writers of some standmg and manage to start it qmte In a. 
busmess hne. Please help him in this matter-! thmk you should 
take t~e- charge of wntmg a 25 page book m "CIVIC" which mll 
be mtroduced only thts year in the secondary schools and IS the 
most Important of all subJects. So much of It I see 1n papers 
you had some peasants' Conferences-If 1 had been fortunate m 

' t 
getting an mv1tation letter regarding this, I would have gone there. 
I wrote to say somethmg of Mohmddm. I cant understand what 
sort of a man he Is-I arranged for him to see the Dha.keswari 
Workers and Sca.vangers-:..as ho expressed h1s wllhngness to work 
in this hne. When he has met them, talked to them and enqmred 
about them, he was hopeful to make those umons cent percent 
nnfons huh then he went home mformmg me that he 1Would 90me back 
when ·he received my letter I wrote him somedays afterwards when 
I have arranged for his food and lodgmg but nothmg can be 
heard of rum. It. has become almost impossible to hve With our 
family and to work among the workers-! see that both cant go 

together. 

So I am wa1tmg ior something to turn these things over. 
Hope, you will know of It soon. With best greetmgs I am in 
regular rece1pt of " SPARK "-some daiiles are enqmnng of It 
whether they can get 1n exchange. 

Yours fraternally. 

Sd. Gopal Chandra Basak. 

Please arrange to clear the accounts with our farm 
"Albert L1brary ". 

/ 

IDbahes\\"art ctotton .®ills Ul!lorhers tllnton, · 
HEAD OFFICE 61, NAV{ ABPUR DACCA. 

dated 8-8-29. 

(1) Comrade Goswami. 

Dear Comrade, 

Not m touch for a long time (1t seems to me so). 

~8 



Sorry you did not write to say anything more of the umons 
ha.ve sent Deben Babu to yott all for some works (starting bookzen .. 

ag and pubhsh1ng company etc.) Has he sp,oken to you of 1t.
Please help h1m m th1s matter. 

I ' • 

I hope to see you soon a.nd arrange some bttsiness in some 
importa.nt subJects.- -

You did not say anything of Nerode ...... wher~ is h.e now-I dont 
know why he promised to come to Dacca.. Now I dont hear any .. 
thing of him. Hoping to hear from you soon. With greetmgs. 

I 

Yours fraternally, 

Sd: Gopal Ch. Ba.sak. 

·--

P. 2159 (P> <E). 
Superscription on the envelope :- .. 

Dear Friend, 
' 

Comra.de 

MUZAFFAR AHMAD 

Workers• a.nd Peasants' Party of India. 

Benga.l Provincial Branch 

2/1 European Asylum Lane 

CALCUTTA. 

P. 2160. 
February 14 1929. 

Next March will be the tenth anniversary of the foundation 
of the Intel national, and an exJ..1bition 1s being prepared on this 
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occasion of which details are given in the enclosed letter which I 
have received and of which I am sendmg you a copy. 

Will you please make spec1al effort to assist m thi~ by your· 
self and fnends sending matedal. It could be sent to the W.W.L., 
marked specimen or something hke that, You will note the state• 
ment re costs.. When material is sent a btll can he sent with it 
and will be immediately attended to. Material should be so marked 
if its return is des1red. 

'Yours fraternally, 

'0' 

P, 2160 (1) 
January !J4tll 1929. 

COPY OF LETTER 

Dear Sirs, 

We beg to inf(}rm y:>u th~t on the occasion of the xoth anni· 
versary an exhtbition wtll be organised in March 1929 illustrating 
the Revolutionary and Emancipation movements of the last 10 

years in all countries. 

The object of this exhibition is to present a detailed picture 
of tht\ h1story of these movements since the world war in documents 
(attthentic or copied) and other matenal, a list of which we herewith 
enclose. 

\Ve desire very much also to inclttde in this exhibition all 
that it is possible to illustrate the nationalist, labour and peasant 
movements in Asia. India being one of the most impot tant 
countries in Asia, we particularly desire to obtain as comprehensive 
matenal as poss1ble from that country. 

Herewtth we enclose a special list of this material and we 
should be extremely obhged 1£ you will endeavour to send" us as 
much as you possibly can. 

Thanking you in anticipation, we are, Sir, 

Yours fatthfclly, 



Encl: 

1 list. 

P .S. If costs should be involved, 

we shall be glad to remit you same. 

fSVANTS OF INOlA SOCIETY'S 
'BRANCH LIB"~RY 

BOMBAY 

. P. 2160. <2>. 
LIST OF MATERIALS FOR THE EXHIBITION 

PART I I 

Historical Exhibition of : 

Pamphlets, leaflets, handbills, posters, photographs,. 
portraits of prominent leaders, caricature, monographs, special 
edition of newspapers, books various documents, statistical diagrams,, 
flags, badges etc, regarding; · 

(a) Nationalist movement (Congress, N.C.O. mQvement, 
Swaraj Party, Charka and Khady movement, Republican movement). 

(b) Peasants movement (Akali and Gurud wara movements, 
peasants rising hke the Hoplah revolt etc). 

(c) Youth movement. 
I 

(d) Labour J:movement (Bombay, Madras,_ Ahmedabad, 
Nagpur, Jamshedpur stnkes, strike committees, trade union statis· 
tics, statistics on cost of living wages, conditions of labour and . 
housing, worker's welfare, children mortalities, prosecution of the 
political organisations of the wo~king class.) 

(e) Various political campaigns (boycott of Simon Com· 
mission, boycott of foreign goods, campaign against Hindoo Moslem 
strike, amnesty for political prisoners, the story of the Jallian 
Wallah Bagh demonstrations.) 

PART It 

Press Exht1ntwn of: 
. 

(a) Periodicals, dailies, weeklies, fortnightlies and monthlies, 
containing articles or notes in connection with any of the points 
mentioned in Part one. History of the periodicals, the1r circulation, 
political line, their role in the soc1al and political life tn the 
country. 
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{b) Placards illustrations) 'manifestoes, caricatures, po;ters, 
handbills, and other prints means, of agitation and propaganda. 

(~) books and pamphlets ~ublished in the following subjects: 
nationalist movement in India, Uabour movement India and the 
political movement in the West, Indta and Russian Revolution. 

~ 
t • 

PART III 

Art ExhiMtion of : 

Reproduction of portraits~ paintings, drawings, carpets etc 
showing events connected with the history of the lndtan National· 
1st and Labour mov~ment and the everyday hfe of the Indian 
people. 

P. 2i60 <E>. 
Address on the envelope: 

1 

Mr. Muzaffar Ahmad, 

2/'s. European Asylum Lane, 

INDIA. 

Post mark: LONDON W.C. 

Ft;b. 14 

6·xs P.M. 

1929. B. 

P. 2161 [PJ 
A letter in Bengali D/ II·3·29 from Gopal, 61 Nawabpur, Dacca: 
to Abdul Quader C/o Workers' & Peasants' Party, 2/1 European 
Asylum Lane, Calcutta. 
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P. 2161. <1, rp1 
Dhakeswari Cotton M11l's Workers Union. 

' Comrade Spratt. 

Dear Comrade, 

Head office-6z Nawabpur, 

Dacca 

I think I can speak to you as a comrade who can understand 
the grave situation that w1ll be created by a break up m ottr party in 
Benga1. 

There is something wrong in understanding atrong our 
comrades of both the groups. Please don1t make a fool of yourself 
by being led by a false idea, and imagination of a grave danger of 
social democracy as analysed in the 6 th World Congress of the 
Commtern, to be present among us. 

Both the groups are no doubt szncere to the cause of comm• 
unism and proletarzan nvol!ttiort, w1th of course exceptions of a 
very few who are rea1 o?portumsts. Difficulty i'3 that at the stage 
you cannot get rid of these opportunists who are working this split, 
but in a few months the struggle that will confront the party will 
clear them out. It may be ambition or something else that has 
blinded my comrade~ to know the real opportunists, if they had 
been conscwus, they would have played w1th th(\m tactfully, but 
not led away by their designs. So much of it, please take the 
initiative to do away with these wrong u'ndersta ndings. Because 
if it goes on, the party looses the best sacrificing element who can 
stand the several sufferings, and who can make a militant stand. 

Besides, this group that will leave the party when left to 
themselves, w1ll be an easy prey of both the bureaucracy and the 
bourgeoisie and the opportunist, So much today. Anxiously 
waiting for your actions-

33 

With greetings· 

Yours-Sd/Gopal 
\ 

.. 



P. 2161. <2< [PJ 
Dhakeswari Cotton Mills' 

Workers' Union. 

Head Offi.ce:-61, Nawabpur, Dacca 

Comt'ade Muzaffar Ahmed. 
IO th March 1929. 

Dear Comrade, 

I am pained to learn abbut some disctplinary measures taken 
by you on Comrade Chakravafty I cannot understand what is the 
matter with you all at Calcutta. D1d we not call ou~selves 
comrades? Then why these uncomradely actions ? 

Quader has started for Calcutta. You can know 
from him how we quarrelled on different matters but not of this 
sort. I know that you have no hkmg for Comrade Chakravarty, 
and if I am not mistaken I remember you expressed before me 
more than once your susp1c1on regarding his capacity, and then a 
few days back you wrote me _about him, wondering at his behaviour 
in submitting some 6o, ooo membership hst of just workers ( which 
you were sure thal 1t was nol so ); from all these I deduced that 
there was some fatal misunderstandmg wh~ch wouldn't be hea1thy 
to the growth of our party, and so I was thinkmg and trying to 

•analyse the situahon. 

Here at Dacca I have sent some men to Dakeswari. I am 
also trying to re-organi:;e the party, and now thts blow ? I am at a 
loss where these will lead to· What are all these .. nusunderstandmgs 
for social-democratic mania or personal am bitlOn. If you have 
taken Chakravarty as your comrade, you should have considered 
how he can pay the subscnpt10n as he ts not earning anythmg for 
Ilimself or 1£ you thought he could have managed to get it from 
anywhere as on princ1ple, he should pay then you could have 
informed me at best, and at any rost I would have mar..aged 1t. 

However, I think that there is yet time that we do not 
split. No doubt there are opportunists and social democrat 
elements m our party, but they are not comrades, Chakravarty and 
Goswami, and netther Kali Das Bhatt. As regards me I can say 
I have come to knO\V some of them and we wtll manage to clear 
them out when we have made the party stand on a strong footing. 

W 1th greetings-

P. S., 

Yours fraternally, 

Sd/ • Gopal Basak 

There is no denying that personal fee1mg is playing rampant, 
for if it had been a question of dtsc1pline, many other comrades 
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would have been taken to task·as m1ny have not paid their 
subscription ( so I understand ). 

P. 2161} <P) <E>. 
' Address on the envelope which contained the above three letters 

marked P 2161 (1) (P), & P 2161 (2) (P) :-

Sj. Abdul Quader 
I 

C/o Workers· & Peasants• Party 
• 

2/1 European Asylum Lane 

1 Calcutta. 

Postal Seals of 

Nawabpur, Dacca 

11 Mar. 28, 

Park Street, Calcutta 

12 Mar, 28. 

P. 2162. 
l 

An issue of "The Pan-Paci1ic Monthly'' for the month of 
Aprill629. 
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P. 2162-(EJ. 
' 

A wrapper wxth the followmg address on it:-

Sec. Shamsul Huda . 
Bengal Transport Workers' Umon 

' lj I 

2/1 ~uropean Asylum Lane 
I 

Calcutta., 

Indta. 

P. 2163-(P> 
The Workers & Peasants' Party of India. 

17 Dwarkadas Manswns 

Sandhurst Road 
\ 
Bombay 4. 

Dear Comrade, 

15-3-29. 

Your letter of January 14, 24, February 18th, to hand. 
Lemn day was celebrated by the Bombay Party. You might have 
read a report in the Press about 1t. An applicatiOn has been sent to 
the League about a:ffiliatton. 

Your party's (local) resolutions have been noted. 

1 was gomg to call the Natwnal Executive at Amritsar 
during Easter. But the 011 and the Textile situation demands our 
presence here by that time. Besides, there 1s the general meetmg of 
the G.I.P. Jhabvala 1s out for mtschwf. Joglekar ought to be 
here. For all these difficulties I am proposmg to calltt dunng the 
mtddle of Apnl. Do)·ou and other comrades agree· to th1s? 

Please to prepare a report of your acttvities there smce we 
left, and please send 1t to me. -

I have wntten to PunJab 'and U.P., about the change m 
N.E.C., meetmg. 
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I am leavmg for Ajmere today, and will return in a, week. 
Karachi wants to orgamse a. branch. 

I am reluctant to wr1te here my excuse for not writmg to you 
so long. But wlll fully expla.m the cause when we personally meet. 

\ 
Greetings to Spratt arid others • . 

~\ Yours comradely, 
\ 

Sd/- R. S. ~imbkar, General Secretary. 
I 
I 

P. 2163 rPl rEI. 
Superscription on the envelope:

Muzaffar Ahmad Esqr. 

2/1 "European Asylum Lane. 

Oalcutta. 

P. 2164 [P1. 
) 

Letter dated ~th March 1929 from Bohan Singh Josh, General 
Secretary, The Punjab Workers' and Peasants' Party, to Muzaffar 
Ahmed 2/1 European Asylum Lane, Calcutta •. . ~ 

(Vide Exh. P. 485) 
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.A1, en;efop~ '~ith tth~ 1fclllowing h:adfe~s ~'Iii:::... 

To 
A, • f ' 

Muzaffar Ahjad. 

'2/1 Eu~:ran .Asylum Lane 
Calcutta. 

Postal sea.l of:-
, 

Park Street 
' 

9 Mar. -29 

Calcutta, 

I 

. 
,Bengal Textile Workers' Union, Dhamgaur Branch, Head 

Office-61, Nababpur, Dacca. . Dated 16-3-1Q29 • 

Comrade M uzaffa:r Ahmed, 

Thanks for your kind note. Yes, I have ·authorised Comrade 
Goswami to take any step as regards our party wor.k on my behalf. 
I d1d so before I started'fo:t l>aMa, ... is I fohnd the eXIstence of two 
groupa..in the party. 

' 

"'So inttch of it. ~I ltm · of'- ebul'se t' pJq)lex~d t regarding the 
"'situation a~ you ll~ ve. aefined. l I am 'Sllort'ly 'Cowbl.g to1meet :VOlt all. 

' .,. ..... ... ,.. .. .....l 1 .... 

With greetmgs and good w1shes-

ss 

Yours fraternally, 

Sd/-Gopal Basak. 



Superscription on envelope. 

Com. Muzaffar Ahmed. 

Dear Comrades, 

Workers' and Peasants' Party 

2/1 Eur~pean Asylum Lane 

CalcuUa. 

--·---\' 

P. 2166 <C>. 
10 Croftdown Road, 

' "Loridon N. W.. S. England 

1st March 19!d9. 

Wotkerst. antiPeasants'l P.atty, 

2/1 Eurppean Asylum Lane, 

Calcutta. 

My organisation, the young Communist League, is anxions to 
obtain all possible information regarding the youth Nationalist 
Movement in India. We -understand that a paper called the "Young 
Socialist" is published in Calcutta. Could you give us any infor
mation regarding the JJponsors of thil-1 joume,l, and if possible obta.in • 
for us copies of past• or ~urrent.issues ? 

Address on envelope·-

Yours fra.ternal1y, 

~d/- F. c. MeliOnie. 

Workers' and Peasants' Party 

2/1 European Asylum Lane, 

Calc':ltta, India. 
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' 
A letter in Hmdi dated 4~2~29 from Azad, H1ndusthan Office, 

Andherdev, Jubbulpore, to Abdul Ham1d ahas Abul Hafiz, ' 
I 

Superscription on the envelope:-

To 

Muzaffar:Ahmad Esqr. 

The Secretary, Workers' and Peasants' 

Party Bengal. 

2/1 European Asylum ~ana 

Calcutta. 

P. 2168 <P) 
' 

A letter in Bengali dated 29-11-:'a7 from Soumyendra Nath 
Tagore, Berlin to Muzaffar Ahmed, 87 Harrison Road, Ganava.ni 
Office, Calcutta. .r 



P. 2169 (P). 

My dear Com., 

Since my return from you, I did not hear' from you. How 
are you and our dear chap A. P. getting on. 

•
1 

Com. Bag writes to say that the Central office was shiftedi 
to Delhi for some reasons and asks me to remit my quota to hun 
tnere. I do nQt know, why 1t was taken to Delhi. Anyhow I 
have remitted so Rs to him. Herew1th a copy of a letter from 
elder brother abroad to Bag, 

' . I forwarded Bag's letter to elder brother & nope it will~ 

~pen his eyes. '" 
.. ' 

~ I am also seriously thinking of taking a trip .to-and shall 
inform you when settled definitely. 

Ask please A. P. to write to me about his welfare. ~~pect· _ 
ing your early reply. 

I am 

YoursJrateJ!naUy.' 

P. 2169 <1) <P>. 
March 20. 

My dear Com. Begerhotta, 

Yours dated Jan. 3 reached me only a week ago;· therefbre 
it could not be answered, any earlier. Pending this letter from 
me a prov1honal reply, has, howeve11,. been sent ta you by the 
comrade who received your letter first. I be1ieve that letter has 
reached you by thts time. It contains a reply to the points raised 1 

in your letter. :a~sides, as soon as the news about the develop· 
ments subsequent to the Cawnpur Conference reached me l wrote 
you a long letter dealing with pohhcal questions. ;. 

I 

Let me begin with rat!fying rf'ply that Com: Mohamed Ali 
I ' • 

lias already given to the question you raised. You can take that 
reply as reflecting also the attitude of the Commt:nist InternatiQnal 
towards the C. P. of Ind1a in the process of formation~. • In the . . ~ 
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near future some financial- aid for carrying.of the work wi11 reach 
you. The l1teratur~ w1ll also be sent as soon as you will mdicate 
some _;1.ddress. I should suggest that you open a book shop which 
place an order d1rect to the Communist Book-shop, 16 Kmg Street, 
Covent Gar~en, London, It is a ptty that you do not recetre the 
Masses regularly. The circulation of the Masses 1s essential for the 
developnent of the C. P. Please get in touch w1th the com'n. m 
Madtas arnct Pondtcherry orl fhts matter. !he party must pay 
particu~ar -a.tteQ.tion to th1s quec:7tlbn. As regards educative small 
leB.flets~ jt would be much tnore convenient if you could arrange 
for there pubiLCahon in lndt.a. Just nbw I have a small bbok 
{about xoo pages) dealing with the aetual poht1tal problems of 
ln~ta, it is exactly the kind of literature you need at this moment. 
If it is published abroo.d 1ts cu culation will be necessarily lim1ted 
in Jndia. Therefore I would request you to afrange for its pubh .. 
c~tid.n in lndta. The manuscript will be sent by the next 'mall ? 
It will be also useful to translate in one or two Indian la:nguageSJ 
All infopnabonJi for pubhcatwn can be sent to the following papers 
which will obiigatoriiy publish everything you send: the Workers 
Weekly, 16, King Street, Covent Garden, London. The Sunday 
Worker, 74 Swmton Street, Gray's Inn Road, London, W. C I, 

-and the Dally Herald, 2 Carmelite Street, London. Articles are 
to be se:,t to the Labour Monthly, 162 Huckmgham Palace Road, 
London, W. C. I and the Communist Rev1ew, 16 King Street. 
Constitution of the C. I. and other materials are being sent to you? 
In this connection I must draw your attention to the suggestion 
of Com. M::1.home:l A11 about the relation with the C. I. The 
Statements made repeatedly by Satyabakta as well as by Mohant 
and Singaravelu at Cawnpur made very bad impression here. In 
one of the articles sent ~o you along with my last letter the pohtical 
side of the question has' been pubhcly dealt with. I hope this 
question will be taken in the next meetmg of the Central Comm1ttee 
and a resolution will be passed repudiatmg the previous statements. 
The same meeting would also resolve to affiil:lte the C. P. of Indta. 
w1th the C. I. and officially communicate the latter the resolutwn. 
The formal affihation cannot be effected until the next World 
Congress to wh1ch a delegation of the party 1'i'lust be sent. There 
w1H be plenty of time for 1t. Meanwhile it will be very useful if at 
least one comrade can come out w1th fun reports. Thts w11l give us the 
opportumty of organising connections anc.l politlcal questions. 

Now I pass on to our pohttc~l task. Yoti have defined our task 
very corectly. It ts to 01gamse Com factions inside the A. I C. C. 
and the T. U. C. The advancE' made m thl.l:! dtrectxon 1s indeed 
satisfactory. But you would not h_1ve any il.ussions. It w1fi not be 
po.;;stble lor the commumsts to be a maJonry m tne Congre;,::, Com· 
rmttce. If 1t were poss1ble, the Congress would not be a nation:J1st 
organisation. It will b~ the party of the workeJ s and peasant The 

I 
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nationalist movement is COn110Ssed of CJaSse~ Which wiil tle'Vet be 
reprel!!ented l:>y the cdmrrhinis s Ollr r.:!lation with those classes 
(engaged in struggle against the foreig11 rule) wili be that of uhhed 
front In eomtnon fight. The SUitab'le way to peneii ate xhto the 
Congress wtH lie the organisation of a rei:nibhcan W'ihg of tHe 
natidnahst rno'terneh£ • 

According to your letter• a republican wmg mside the Con· 
gress 1'5 m the proceiS of formatiOn The commtinists rnusf be the 
most active and if possible leading members of thts thng Wh1Ch wlll 
endeavour to capture the leadershtp of the ent1re national moven1ent. 
The ulttmate success m th1s work 1s guaranteed by ht~tory~ The 
growth of commumst mfluence over the T. U. C. wlll be cond1tiond , 
upon the work that the communists wlll do in the trace umons among 
tlie rank and nie of the working class. Every conunumst niust be 
an acLive trade union work~t, and w1Jl endeavour to liberate tne 
Jabdut movement from the harmful mfltience'o£ natiOnall!st po1ittclans 
like L-:tJpat Rai, LVlotJ.lal N eb.t u etc. and reactiomiry reformers lrk"e 
Andrews The advanced sectton of the 'workers sliotiid be held to 
assume the leadership of the rin1bris and the f. iJ. C. as against 
liumamta:nan intellectua.ls hke J Jsht, jhabvab etc, and careensts 
like Chanian Lai. 

You wnte "we have captured 40 seat~ ott the A. I. c~ C.''' 
\Vho are the people? Are they all cofnmuriists and belong fo the' 
C. Pi C: or are they members of the Repudi1cin wing 1 Then you 
wnte that the Central Committee of the C P. is compo'sed of members 
of the A. I. C. C and of the T. U. C. Ex:ectitivc,; l \vdu!d be vefy 
glad to know who are these comrades: I need ho'f remind yon 
that the C.Pi is the party of the prolet-rnaf. It 1s nbt 6.n brgan:isation 
which stands over and above the ,vorktng class and en'<ieavdurs lo 
help 1t1 Therefare, the maJ')nty of the members- bE the C. P; mast 
be recrutted from the wor1dng class. I venture to ~d~dd anr>ther 
\farniugl Whlle the C3mmumsts wlll be members' df tl1e republican' 
party and try to be on ltS leadmg 6igans; republicans Wlth comtntJ.· 
msts sympathy should not be on 1ts leading organs, tepublicans wit:H· 
communists sympathy should not be allowed in the C P. much. less 
to be memb'ers of the Commu.nsts Execuftv e. J udgmg from the1r 
pronouncement I am inclined to count Hazarat and Azaad Sobllalll' 
as repubhcans wtth co,mmum!lts sympathies. l£ it is "'O 1t w1li be a 
great hatm to lhe w61king clas!) to have such men as leader of the 
c. P. 1 Will awatt further informatlOn in these matters. 

The draft programme and consfituthn you mention did 'lOt 

reach me 1 I am afratd you (orgot to attach them. r would rel.Oin· 

mend thai the adoptton ot the maximum programme of the C. P. be 
postponed for the time bemg The (ollowmg are my suggestiOns as 
reO':u ds the mimmum programme, I -Complete N a tiona I I ndepen· 

0 I 

dcnte. (It 1s not nLcessary lo stipulate anythmg about the means),. 



:-Fl·derated Pemocratic Repubhc; .g-Umversal Suffrage; 4--:. 
Gurantee for National mmontie~ (solut10n of the Communal question 
on the ·basis of democtattc rights), Abohuo.O. of Landlordll'>m, 6-
Nahonahsation of Laad; land wtll be owned only by those cult1vating 
it; 7 , Mm~mum wages and 8 hour day for, the workers, 8-Pro· 
gress1ve Social Leg1slat10n, y-Free and Compulsory Pr1mary 
educat10n; Iv-Freedom o{ Press, Speech and Assembly; It

Equal Political and Civtc nghts for women; Nationahsat~n of ~he 
pubhc Utdities. Th~ mm1mum programme wlll be so=- framed as may-

, assure tts acceptance by the Repubhcan nahonahsts. The pro· 
gramme outhned above is an advanced republican programme. The 
C. P. shall make a umted front w1th the nat10naltst movement on 
th1s basis. 

As regards the constitution of the C. P. my suggec,tions are: 
the C. P~ is the party of the proletanat, only thos.e fully subs en bing~ 
te> the programme of the Soctal Revolution·a!e eligi~1e tq the member-. 
!hip of the C. P ., people belongmg to the postessing classes will' 
not be admitted to the C. P.; each membt:r of the party will devote 
a part of this time every day for party work; the ~members of 
the party are obhged to acqmre knowledge of the theones and prin· 
ciples of Commun1sm-they mast &tudy the work of Marx, Engels 
and Lenin, the qua.1ification of non·proletan:m elements lor admltion
il\to the pa~ty wtll be their knowledge, of Marxism, Revolutionary 
char~cter testified by practical work and complete repudiation (ideo; 
logical and pract1calJ of all ~onnechon w1th their class of ongm,mem· 
hers w1ll pay a monthly due of-, three month's default will cause lapse 
of membership, the Central Committee w1ll be elected on the prmc1ple 
of centralisation not territoriahty, )t w1ll be elected from the floor of_ 
t~e Congress and will be the h1ghest 01 gan of the party unnl the next 
~ongress. The party wdl maintain the Foreign ll1.ueau as the ideo• 
logtcal centre composed of the comrades who are not in a pos1tion to 
work ms1de the country. th~ Fore1gn Bareau will b~ representative, 
of the Central Comm1ttee fl,nd w1ll act as the organ through which 
t~e interp~tiona1 relattons of the party w1ll be mamtamed, the C. P ... 
of Indt~ wlll ?e a sect1on of the Commtttust Interpatwnal. 

-~If is "needless to say that these suggestiOns as regards th~ . , . 
programme and constituuon of the party are hasttly made and an" 
not be taken hterally. Bes1des, for the time ~being our programme 
and con!:ltitut1on should· be nec.essanly provisional. They will be 
cryuta11ised as the party grows. · 

I find it necessary tc;> draw your attention to another very 
important _questwri concernmg the hfe of the party It 1s only in, 
consequence of accidental combinatiOn, of events that attempts !o. 

organise a legal C.P. are tolerated by our rulers. \Ve must not 
have any 1llt~ion on this score. \\i e must be prepared for attack· 
any moment and orgamse the parLy 10 such a way that an attack OQ . ) 
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legality will not destroy the party. In other words an illegal 
otganL,ation should be butlt up stde by side with the legal apparatus. 
Membership bst and names of the members of the Central 
Committee should not be published, nor should they be kept in the 
open office of party. A part from the office· bearers and members 
of the C.C. who will work legally, there must be another set of 
leading workers whose names will be kept strictly secret. These are 
only a few suggestions. Will write more on th1s question later on. 

An organ is the most important thing? \Vith the press at 
Madras it w1ll be possible to start a small Vteekly. The articles in 
the Masses can be used as the material for the legal organ. We 
will also send in stuff from here. Leaflets and small pamphlets 
dealing w1th the burning question of the workers hfe {wages, hours 
of work, working and living conditions, bad tre3tment, indebtedness 
etc. etc ) in simple vernacular shou'd be printed and circulated in 
the large industrial centres. Thts will lay the foundation of our 
work. Members of the C.P. must be largely recruited from the 

industrial workers. 

The boys, who are edl.lcated in Moscow, will be very useful 
for such propaganda and agitation. We will need many more such 
workers and much better edu.:;ated m communist theiries a~d 
acquainted with the expenence of the internationallobour movement. 
As you know Moscow provides unlim1ted possibilities for such. 
training. One of the immediate tasks of the C P. should be sent 
out a new batch of students. They should carefully be selected. 
That is not necess~ry that they are communists. Young men with 
general revolutionary trend will be the best material. Please consult 
with the comrade at Pondicherry about the particulars of the matter. 
We can accommodate 20 or roore students, Try to send a batch as 
soon as possible. If they can come legally, that is with passport, 
say to Germany or England, the money for third class passage will 
be sent. They w11l be fully taken care of when here. 

I must fimsh now. Let me wish you all success in the very 
dtfficult task you have undertaken and let me assure you of the 
fullest help and cooperation from my part. 

With fraternal greetings, 

(Sd) R.C.L. Sharma. 

for his e]der. 

(Note) The 1dea of forming a people's~party was critisized by 
me in rny'previous letters to some of my friends. Now I am asking 
my words back. 

(Sd) R.C.L. 
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I Plowet Bazar 
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' 

The Ed1tor, 
April !J8rd 19!J6. 

"Lan<r lal" • t1 

37 Harrison Road, 

CALCUTTA. 

Dear Comrade, 

We lea.rn from the current issue.of the India,n Communist 
Party organ "Masses" of the pnblioa.t1on of your paper "La,ngla,l" 
and the a.cttVlty which you are endeavouring to carry on among 
the peasants of India.. , 

l • 

The qt1estion of the struggle of the mass of In<lia.n vea.santry 
is of vital importance to the Brit1sli working cfa.sJ mit~ strtiggle to 
overthrow capitalism. 

We are very keen on e:ffecting a !lloser relationship with the 
Indian young peasants conditions ahd struggle, this is important 
in carrying on the fight a.gainsb Britis'h lmperialism, working for a 
closer unity between British and Indian workers. 

• I • 

We shall be pleased therefore to exchange our paper " The 
Young Worker, reg11la.rly for a copy of your paper '4 La.nglal ". 
Furthermore we shall be greatly obliged if you will supply us with 
first ha.nd information of the eondihions, wages etc. of the young 
peasants. 

On our side we shall be pleased to render any assistance 
which you desire. 

i J 

Please find copy of " The Yoiri:J.g Worker " enclosed. 

(Sd.) A. PEARCE. 

I 
Asst Seoieta.rt .. 

.Fraternal Greetings,. 

in your efforts among the Indian peasants. 

(Impression of Rubber Stamp):

YOUNG COMJJUNISTJ.f LEAGUE 
~ " • l 

OF GREAT BRITAIN 
. 

Executive 

Committee. 

--o:--
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P.2170 <1>. 
An issue of "YOUNG 'WOBKER" Vol. 3, No. 2.6, datea 

Apnll7, 1926. 

P. 2170 (E). 
An envelope having tlie following address:

The Editor, 

" LANG LAL " 

37 Harrison Road, 

CALCUTTA. 

P. 2171 
' 

No. 406, . 

· 2o/v. 26. TO THE EDITOR OF "LANGAL" 

Dear Sir. 

37· HARRISON ROAD 

CALCUTTA (INDIA). 
' 

We send you herewith!enclosed a copy of the open Jetter of 
the Presidium of Farmers and Peasants International (Krestintern) 
to the Member of our Presidium and Member of Executive Commit· 
tee of Kuomintang Party Hu-Han, Min·kindiy requesting you to 
give bright publicity of this lette~ in your paper. 

We remain, Dear Sir, 

your obedient servants. · 

CHIEF OF EASTERN AND 
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COLONIES SECTION OF 

KRESTINTERN (VOZNECIENSKY) 

ORGANISING SECRETARY tOR.LOFF) 

J 

P. 2i7l (IJ 
I 

OPEN LETTER TO ME~IBER, OF PR~SiBitrM: tlf THE 
FA RivlERS PEASANTS INTERN A TIONAIJ 1\ND MEM• 

BER OF THE C. C. OF THE KUOMINTAN'G PARTY, 

COMRADE HU·llAN-MIN. 

Dear Comrade, 

Dttring ybur s6jouh1 in M~cow we irequently discuss~d at 
lei\gth the tasks of tlie Kuominiai\g Farty and the stgniticance of 
the Ciiinese peasarltry iii. the 'chinese national·revoiutionary 'move· 
m'erlt. We re'a'cll.e'd ag'reemen'f in our Vlews on the m~in proble:m of 
estimatirt~ general conditions .ln China and bn the very important 
role whkh the Chmese fa'tine'rs:peac:;~nts must play in the struggle 
for the n~tion-al emancipation ol Cllina, for the estf1blishmeni: of a 
nationa1 govetlim'etit .Supported by tlie wide strata of the toiling 
pdpnlatron\ 

, The experience of the revoh.ttlomiry movemt!nf teaches tb 
that an under-estimation of the farmers peasants irl. the stHiggle 
for p ,wer, paticularly in agrarian countries, is one of the grc~test 
mistake~. Oh the contrary, however, to undersb.ntd the farmers 
peasants, to be a.ble to sense their vital demands and to formulate 
simply and clearly 'these aemimds and put them mto force, means 
br1.ngtng OVel the fatmed·peasants to OUI side; and an active parti• 
c1pation of the Chinese farhlets-peasants' in the struggle for £rcedoin 
and the Iarld irt aUiatice with the workers, petty and middle urb~m 
strata ahd the advanced intellectual$, is :1 guanfntee of' the success 
of'the revolu\ionary movement. 'China is above ali a rarmers. 
pet.sants c'ouhtry. The farrrle'r~ p'ea~ants hi Chuia have stili greater 
netd of the land than the- tartners-peastmb io anf other cduntry. 
The land problert1 is the most ~cute and soreest prob~em oftMnese 
life. The Chinese farther-peasant suffers not only trom a shnrtage 
of land anli i$ exp1oi:ed by h1:S landowners, gentry and land mono
polists, but he JS strangled by the Chmese m1htary cl1ques who rob 
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and impose taxe!S on h1m for the maintainance of armies of more 
than two millions wh1ch for scores of years havb been destroying 
the peasantry by internecme wat fare. He is suffocated by foreign 
imperialism squeesing out of the population through mercenary,bnbe, 
devonng dubans and offiCialls, all kinds of mtolerab]e taxes of the 
payment of loans and contnbuuons to the foreign robbers, the last 
sap is being sucked out of him by all posstble monopolies (salt, etc) 
the profits from wh1ch go mto ne pockets of the 1mpenali~ts, while 
the country is flooded with f reign goods, strangling its economic 
development, ruining the sm lJ han d1craft industry which is an 
auxihary soutce of existence r a tremendous section of the 1m· 
p'overished rural population; he is also robbed by the provmcial 
dubans, who restrict the ex hange of the products by customs 
barriers, he 1s suffocated by he foreig11 capttalists who with the 
assistance of the mihtanst~. are e~tabhshtng through tl:e com
ptadores. the lowest prices for pro<.lucts of the Chinese countrystde. • 
This alliance of the foreign and local robbers rests w1th 1ts entire 
we}ght particularly on the farmers·peasants. 

' 
. Your task is to explain to the farmers peasants·the connection 

between the compradore, the local explo1ter, the loca.l m1htary 
ehques and foretgn impenahsm. The e:x:planat10n of this radical evll of 
Chmese hfe, the orgamsa.t10n of the farmers peasants and mcrea.sa of 
work for the formation of mass farmers-peasants orgawsat10ns m all 
provmces of China on the bas1s of a platform, comprehens1ble for the 
far:t:ners·peasants masses, mcludmg all the ba.s1c demands put forward 
by the farmers-peasants themselves-that 1s what we cons1der the 
unmedtate and most important task of t~e na.tlonal·revolut10nary 
party, Kuommtaug, in 1ts struggle for the emanc1pat10n of the 
Chmese people, Support of the farmers-peasants demands on the part; 
of the work1ng class, mtellectuals, petty' and middle strata of the 
urban populat10n, will lead to a rapid nsmg of the a.ct1v1ty of the 
Wide farmers·peasants masses and the format10n c;f a umted front 
of the toilers of all Chma. for the struggle agamst, nnhtrtry chques 
and Impenahsts. 

' The nattonal·revo]utionary move~ent m China, supported b1 
I I • 

the natwnal government of tmlers m Canton, has found an ally m 
the Peoples' Armies m Central and Northern-Ch1na •. Ftght~ng for. the 
national hberatlOn of Chma ago.mst the react10nary dubans, puppets 
of the 1mpenahsts, they have played an Important role and have more
and more attracted the sympathytof the populatiOn on. to t~e1r s1de. 
However,their leaders d1d not make determmed attempts to ~xpreS3 

the interests of the farmf'rs-peasants masses and strPngtl1en thf'l eby 
their cond1tion. The Peoples' Armies faClhtated cons1derably the 
difficult position of the mo:tsse~ of the people. If, thmr leaders had 
gone further and bo:toked the farmers-pt-ns..'lonts, 1 e. tf they had 
endeavoured to have the f11rmers-peac;ants from intoJrrn.ble taxes, 
gnen them tht la.Dd or at least lowee rents, 1f they had abohshe d 
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t~a hereditary exaction of debts and- arrears abolished the-hkin itt 
~]leir distrtct & commenced a desiCive struggle againstlirbitrary meas .. 
ures with respect to the peasants, taking the peasants under their, 
protection- 11 they had done all these things, there would :qot have 
been any forcem Chma which could have opposed them The many. 
m1lhons of peasant masses the whole "of peasa.nts China would have 
been with the People's Armies. 

•, 

To a certain degree one should take a lesson out of the con
duct of the workers' and farmers-pef!!sants' Red Army in Russia 
dunng the t1me of the ciVIl war. The~~ the Red Axmy, hungry and 
ragged, and badly armed, drove out the better armed armies of the 
impenahsts and smasched the reactionary generals. This happened 
because the red army won the confidence of the farmers-peasants .. 
The farmers-peasants followed 1t because they saw m it primanly 
a. defender of the1r VItal mterests. The red army defended the 
fa.rmers .. peasants from the landowners, whose lasnds bad been seized 
by the farmers-peasants without compensahon and had been made the 
property of the ent1re people. It defended them'from the burden of 
fore1gn debts and fought for the power of the farmers-peasants and 
workers not m words but m deeds. From this a Jesson also arises 
for the Chmese revolutiOnary movement: by defendtug the mterests I 

of the farmers-peasants masses 1n deeds,. yon will be able to' draw 
them mto the revolutiOnary struggle. Thus you will attract to 
your side mnumerable farmers-peasants self-defence detachments, 
detachments of mnumerable farmers-peasants, secret somet1es, and 
a.t"tain all·round the support of the farmers peasants masses. 

I I 

The fact that in different parts of China, in Honang Hunan, -
Shanga1, Shantung, first here then,.ihere spontaneously, even behmd 
tbe hnes of W u· Pet· Fu and even m Ma.nchuna, m provmoes where 
the expressiOn of the natwnal will IS oloodJiy suppressed by the 
Impenahsts, farmers-peasants nsings are breakmg out, proves that 
the farmers·peasanfis are not reconctled: to. oppression and are 
themselves entenng tbe struggle. 

The People's Arm1es and surrounded by the sympathy of all 
oo:pscwus elements of revolutionary Chmese somety, but not disposmg 
of !Da.ss actwn ,and pr~l\IDJnary organised support of the many mtl• 
hons of the farmers·peasants masses, ,were compelled to yield to the 
techmcal supeuor1ty of the umted forces of the reactiOnaries, the 
vassal~r of J apanse. Anier1ea'n and Bntish impenahsts. 

' I 

Pekmg 1s seized by the Mukden chque. Nego01ations ara 
proceedJng between cbang·Tse·hn and WQ.·Pet Fu to di.Strihute the 
loot of Cbma. Their troops are behavmg m ~he most putrageo.us 
manner. The people's Armte's although not conquered, no lo11ger 
play the farmer role m the revolutiOnary movement of Chma. , 

In such a s1tuatwn the tremendous sigm:ficanoe of Canton 
u-nd tha Kuommtang Party, already of such tmporta.uce apart from 
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tg~s~ \liibg$:, gfcnvn still moYe tttld ttn1ted a.tla t>tga.nises all. tbe re:Vblu~ 
tlQnary fo.ree's a.gamst the onslaught of the £reactionaries and tniperia.
lu~ts, ·, 

Iil e~nton tlle Kumintang PattY. has been able to WlD the 
eo~fid~n8~ bf tlie t!l!rmers~peasants a~d by to~mmg a close a.lha.~ca of 
a.H toihhg 'str~ta. of town an villages,. the Kuommtang ~ Party 
has convert~d Canton mto t e tnassa.liable cttadel of the Chmese 
n.~volQ.~iQ~. 

I ~Be 'sul:l~equent streng( 'ehing oi the dan~on Government lies 
id exiend.ing n.hd ln

1

Lensify g the alliance of workers, petty and 
mitlil~e itrata of the, urban P' pulati?ii with the farmers-peasants.. A 
gnaffihtea for the ~reaJisab of this alliance_ is the most rapid 
reallka.ttoii bt the most important demands of the iarmers~peasa.nts. 

, ( , IJ; k cJeat that rencti3h will hot be reconciled with the exist .. 
il}g r.ev.olq:i;tdm\ry base in Canton; The Chinese national revolu._ 
tipm,F~ mp;~·el.lleut is entering t)h tt) h· more cdmplicated ~tage bf 
it~ develogl?lent. 0ne cannot close one·.s eyes to the dangers how 
tynJr.o,ntiJlg. it.. 

But ft wouta '6e the greatest of errors to exaggerate this 
ditiger, to lo,Se faith in the ,strength ot the Chinese Revolution, to 
fall Uito it panic in face of the iefnP.orary s_uccesses of reaction. 

The various tetnpontry successes of reaction D.hd of imperia1· 
isht on tvhich they n.re stistnined contain thems'elves, deep contra· 
dictions which herald' in adwhce the inevitable 'Collapse ol the 
reactioi)ary and imperialists .forces. Profound contradictions are 
cQns\iming the IOreign imperialists" Whereas. Al}lerican capital. 
in its aspiraliona !Or its economic ~nslavement of China is endea· 
v~~rlng to ~o'rm a central reactionary, government in China1 
sup}lorted by the big Chinese bourgeoisie, the British and Japanese 
caP,ltalists c~n compete ~ith tb.e A?lericans and. amongst themsel· 
ves only by ineans of cutting up China into I "spheres of influenceJJ 
under the control of their hirelings, the Chinese militarists. From 
this the lqissenssiOn amongst the imperialist~ themselvle~, which 
weakens them, is inevitable-. The contradictions between the 
YfLriQJlS reactionary factor$ of Cnina. \Vu·P'e1-Fu and Chan·Tse• 
Lin and 'their supporters :tre no.Ie~s mark'ed. 

'trese contradictions wili undoubtedly break the \roiled 

froi'lt of the reactionary force$~" 

On the other hand we see i1 defimte cor:so~idation oi the 
national-revolutionary government of Cant<Jn and the desire to rally 
to it, on the part of a number ot Prov1ntes t<J the South of Yanzy. 
Canton and its allies, in th'e-struggle for the emanctpahon of China, 
agamst, imperiahsm and_ re::-.ctton Js assured the su.,port of the 
toilers of the whole world. 



Under such conditions, Kuomintang, as the biggest and 
!trongest revolutionary Party in China, should respond to the 
partial and temporary strengthening of reaction and to the lack ot 
faith of the hesitat~rs, by ,drawing new masses of toilers into th~ 

revolutionary movement. 

The Chinese national revolutionary movement has not yet 
reached the tremendous masses of the people • 

• 
The main social support of the revolutionary elements of 

China, the main representabves, the f:::rmers-peasants have not yet 
been drawn into the struggle. ''• 

They are themselves beginn~ng to rise up spontaneously. 
. ' 

However, the guarantee of ~e success of this movement is 
the formation of a united organi ed centre. Only a la.rge poli· 
tical party realising the demands a d expectations of the farmers· 
peasants can become such an organisational centre. The organi· 
sational centre. The orgamsation of the lanners-peac;ants in 
Shantung and its adherence to the farmers-peasants International is 
a new step forward m this direction. 

_ In such a situation the task of the Kuomintang Party is to 
strengthen and extend the organizational basis of the farmers
peasants buk up the farmers peasan te tno,vement with the movement of 
the workicg class, the to ihng strata in towns and the intellectuals. 
Otherwise just as the farmers-peasants risings (under the dynasty 
-of the Mings and the Tai·Ping movement) the present growing 
farmers-peasants' movement V\ ill also sweep by like a hurricane 
'Without achieving any definite ends, IF IT WILL NOT BE 
ORGANISED, IF THE WORKING CLASS AND 
ADVANCED INTELLECTUALS {A.ND IN !'ARTICULAR 
THEIR MOST REVOLUTIONARY SECTION-THE 
YOUTH AND STUDENTS) WILL NOT HELP THEM TO ' 
ORGANISE. 

Therefore the primary ta&~ of the Chinese revolutionaries of 
the workmg class and of the Kuomintang Party is to win the 
confidence of the farmers-peasants, to form mass farmers-peasants 
organhations throughout the whole country to defend the everyday 
interests of the farmers·peasants and to direct the invincible 
farmers-peasants stJeam mto the channel of the Ilational·revolutionary 
movement. At the same time it is necessary, to explain to 
the farmers-peasants masses that just as it is impossible 
to liberate China without the participation of tht: farmers· 
peasants, so it is impC\ssible for the farmers-peasants to obtain 
the satisfaction of their vital demands without a true ~lly in the 
towns. 
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All extsting possibiliti~s shQuld be u~il ised fqr the formation 
pf farmer5~·pe:.~.s:.tnt3 organtsatmns, such as unto 1s, farmer.,·peasants 
cooperatives, on the b4\'HS of slruggle agamst the comprador~s, -:;tnd 
Jor the organisation of the :yquth, of wumen, cultural-educational 

The Kuommtang Par y has nheady stepped on to this path. 

soctettes, etc. ~, 

Therem hes 1ts tremendous strength. It must be proved to the 
'farmers peasants that you, o are thetr patty, ar.e fightmg hand in 
hand w1th them for land nd fre~dom! for aboht10n of, 'the tax 
burden, for exterminahon o explmtauon of the farmers-peasants., 
for reduction of land' rents; or the abohtion of hereditary deh.ts and 
ancars, £01 participation of the farmers-peasants, both m local 
se f-govetp.mcnt and ln. th_c,government of the country, ag~mst all 
kmds of vwlence, and arbttrary action, and for a better future for 
tts g~owmg getle,~::;thOJ,l, 

. 
I 

. Me~~Y..hile the e~emy 15 not asleep. Victory w1ll be w~th . 
that s1de. wlvch has not on1y stepped on to the correct path, but 
VihlCh 1s rap1dly taking th1s path. ' 

' ~ 

' 
U you teally unite the widest farmers.· peasant f masses of 

a!l Chma under your banners, 1£ you are able to. lead tfl.e farmers: 
peasants into the struggle in alliance with the wcrking class and 

- ' ' I¥'1l10nal·rcvolutiOllary elements of Chtnese SOCiety, the Kuomm· 
tang Party w1ll n<?t onl)· ward off the blow of the 1mperiahsts and 
counter·revolutwnaty forces directed against the emancipation of 
Chma, but w1l'l also be able to attach .. a powerful mass to the 
movement, which hke a whirlwmd will SW(ep_away the enemies of 
the Chinese people begmning now to show their heads. 

, I , 

Your. main support. and guarantee of. your success are the 
w~de farmer-peasants tnasses. 

The. toilers of the whole wqrld a,re with you._ 

All nati.onalities of Asia, oppre;sed by the- impenalists, are 
lookmg to Kuommtang with hope. 

Your succe~s acts as a~ :.:ppea~, calling thun. mto the 
&t:u~gle. 

We are convinced ot your success and victory. 

On behall of the lnternat10nal Farmers·Pea~ants, present 
hearty greetings to our Chmese brothers-farmers-peasants and all 
their fnEnds .. 

\V 1th fraternal fa;rmers';greetings, 

ON BEHALFOFTHE PRESlDIUM OFTHEINTER-
NATIONAL FARMERS' COUNCIL- FARMERS-
PEASANTS INTERN A 1:10~AL. 
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MEMBER OF PRESIDIU~ AND ACTING 

GENERAL SECRETARY: ( DOMBAL) 

P .. P. ORGANISING SECRETARY~ MEMBER 
OF PRESIDIUM: ( GOROV) 

I . ~ 

CHIEF OF EASTERN AND COLONIAL 
' 

DEPARTMENT~ (VOZ,NECIENSKY) 
l 

I I 

_P. 21 ~1 <E>. 
(Address on the envelope :)' 

TO,THE EDITOR OF 

"Lang~!" 

S7, Harrison Road 

GAL.CUTTA .. 

INDIA. 

Conseil Ruc;sian International . 
Moscou Doja.tski D wor s/S 

No: 406. 

A report dated 2·5·28 submitted by ~nspector S. C. Ghosh 
of the Calcutta Police, regarding the May Day Celebrations held at 
Calcutta oa ut. May 1928, 

(Printed Separately-Bengal Speeches). 
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P,.~3 I73 
. f 
A report dated 19-5·28' submitted by Inspector S. C. -Gho;h 

of the Calcutta Police, reJarding the proceedings of a Strike 
meeting of the Jute Press 7coolies in the Chiq,ore & Cossipore 
areas. 

(Printed Separntely-fBengal Speeches}. 

P. 217 4. 
A report dated 20-5·28 subrnitted by Inspector S. C. Ghosh 

of the Calcutta Police, regarding a meeting of the Scayenger's 
Union of Bengal held at the Maidan near the Ochterlony movement 
on 20·5·28. 

{Printed Separately-Bengal 'Speeches). 

P. 2175 .~ 

Report dated 4·4·28 submitted by Inspector S. C. Ghosh of 

the Calcutta Police, regarding a meeting of the Howrah & Lillooah 

Strikers at the Mirzapur Park, Calcutta on 4·4·28. 
' . 

(Printed Separately-Bengal Speeches) .. 



_.... -1-,..~p. 2 76. 
Report dated' 28·5·28 subfititfed by Mr: P1 ir: Chaudhry 

Police station officer, Ondal, regarding the strike situation at the 
Ondal Waggon repairing Shop. 

(iirint'ecl' Separafely:;.. B'enga1 ~peec~esl: 

P. 2177. · 
Telegram No. 227: Date. 3rd August 1g28. 

J·SS P.M. 

TERGBI 

Lsxs· C<1ndon 24 t ~ 1 }oo 
Dlt Barucha 634-Pedar Road- Bombay Please Hand South 

Indian Rai!way, ~rike CnmJl!it!~e Forty, Pounds Coil~eted By 
Workers Welfare League Bank I}raft Following. 

SAKLATVALA 

P:. 21rt8~ 
I 

Tu:mrEAstEttNI TE~EGRAlR CoMPANY_.•CAt.cunA· STATION • 

.. DAK C 4 

BERLIN 

Words 36. Day 4· T1me 1 P.M. 

Calcutta 

G. P.O. 

VIA EASTERN. 



'To 

Led Johnstone Coupon 

Calcutta 

Greetings Cabled And League Statutes Posted Joshi Stop 
Attend Also National Congress And Conference Independance 
League As Our Delegate Stop Mandates Posted Calcutta Stop 
Wish You Success Stop Cable Result. -

ANCOLINA BERLIN 

P. 2179. 
Telegram no. o6861/32:t 

DAKC 6 BERLIN. 
Dated n· Dee. 1928. 

Led Johnstone Care Coupon Calcutta. Attend Also Workers 
Peasants Conference As Our Delegate Mandate Posted. 

P. 2180 
Copy of telegram No: Do177• dated Dec. ro, 28 from J. W. 

Johnstone·, Cooks & Son, Calcutta, addressed to Ancolina, Berlin. 

· Defered Cable Jawaharlal Nehru Allahabad To Help Me 
Get Trade Congress Affiliation. . ... 

JOHNSTONE 

liS 



-P;-2181;~ 
Copy of telegram No. Io6 dated July :zoJ 1928 from B. F. 

Bradley C/o Mr. E. de Burgh, Apollo Chambers. Fort, Boinbay. 

r.:; C. Bradley 

4 Elmsdale Road. 

Walthamstow, London 
' 

Len forward My Money Urgent. 
' 

BEN 

P. 2182. 
} Date 17th Nov. 1928 

L. Bradley 4 Elmsdale Road, 

W althamstow, London. 

Advance on Salary Urgent wire Reply. 

BEN 

• 

P. 2183 
Telegram No. 10 Dated 18 December 1928. 

S.M. S. 

L. 1339 Leicester 29 ~~ 2100. 

Dlt workers and peasants party Asylum Lane Calcutta 
Greetings to first Congress workers Welfare League hopes unity of 
workers peasants Masses will be achieved for future struggles. 

Potter Wilson. 

o9 



p:. 2184 
DPJtt 2:nd Sept. J 91S 

Sghan Singh Kirti Office 

Amritsar. 

~QtttpQn~ Starting others Not Coming. 

~ Muzaffar Ahmad. 

p 2185 . 
... ... - ~ 

No. oor30 Datet :rnd. Sept. 192& 

Ghate: 17 Dwarkadas Mansions -

Gfrgaon Bombay. 

Difficult.fot either leave Calcutta wite if Essential. 

Muzaffar Ahmad. 

P. 2186. 
( 

Copy of telegram No: 62(i'l.ia.ted July 7t 28 from S. V. Ghate 
97 Girgaon Rd., Bombay :4· 

l • 

I 

Dutt, 

162 Buckingham Pal~ce Road, 

LQndon. 

I~9!'~jf! .. S!!~~~J.Jp~v~J;si~y, ~iv~s No -P,9w~s. ~ 

GHATE 



p. 2187. 
j. I - ~ 

. Copy of telegram No: 2, dated Ambevadi, 22 Jan 2,9 Bomb~y 
from B. F. Bradley, Apollo Chambers, Bombay x.' ,. 

L. Bradley~ 

4 Elmsdale Road 

London, 

Money not Received Urgent Cable Reply. 

BEN 

p. 2188. 
Copy of telegram No: 085 dated Mar 4, 28, from B. F. Bradley, 

Apollo Hotel, Bombay. 

L. C. BRADLEY 

4 ELMSDALE ROAD 

WALTHAMSTOW, LONDON. 
I 

SALARY NOT RECEIVED TO DATE PlJEASE WIRE 
SAME URGENT. 

BEN 

P. 2189. 
Telegram no. 54 Dated 5 August 1928. 

G. B. A. 
L 1192 LONDON 28 3 1443. 

Dlt Spratt care of Ghosh f Kantapukur Lane Calcutta. 
Send Urgently Preferably W ue Information Confidence Placed 

Orm 'Massel two others in Manchester. 
John. 

Eil 



-
P. 2190~ 

\.. - . 
No.. 00373/00417, Date. lOth Aug. 19~8. 

Secretary· Labour Research Department 162 Buckingham 
Palace Road London. 

Telegram Urnntelhgible no Confidence Suggest W1re Bombay, 

Spratt. 

P. 2191. 
No. 00594 Date 23rd Jan. 1929. 

, Secretary: Labour Research Department 162 Buckingham 
1 Palace Road London. 

Please send money through cooks care 2/1 European Asylum 
lana 

No. 60345 

Secretary-

' Spratt. 

P. 2192. 
Date 9th Oct. 1928. 

Labour Research Department 162 Buckingham Palace Road 
London. 

Please wire money through cooks 2/1 European Asylum lane 
Spratt · 
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-P. 2193. 
, 

No. 0280 Date 21st Nov 1928. 

Saklatvala house of commons London 

18000 fort Gloster Jute W-orkers locked out since July16 
.Arrange help immediately. 

Radhara.man Spratt. 

P. 2194. 
Copy of telegram No: Mo279, dated Nov 21, 28 from Kalidas 

Bhattacharjee. The Bengal Jute Workers' A~sociation, Bhatpara, 
24· Parganas. 

TAGORE 

CARE SMEDLEY 

HOLSTEINISCHESTRASSE 36 

BERLIN •• \VILMERSDORF. GERMANY. 

Arrange help z8ooo Bauria Jute Workers locked out since• 
July 16 

Telegram No. o6o82 

Date: 

KALIDAS 

--:o:--

P, 2195. 

Dack 42 Berlin 78 22 Sv • 

LCD Workers Peasants Conference 2 

European Asylum Lane Ctta= 

' 



In name Executive Committee Le~gue Against Imperialism 
we send heartiest fraternal Greetings youffirst All India Conference 
stop hope your deliberations will result establishing strong orga~ 
nisation lndias Working masses ~truggle aga;nst Imperialism and 
attainment national social Liberty stop W otken; call upon you 
protest expulsion Johnstone American Trade_, l.]nionist sent attend 
your Conference as ou1 fraternal Delegate l ,~9ng Live~ lndiatt 
Workers Peasants Long Live Independent India ' 

Signed 

..International Secretariat Muenzenberg Chattopadhyaya 

Copy of telegram No: 62 dated 12th Oct 28 from Muza:ffir 
Ahmad 2/1 European Asylum Lane, Calcutta. ~ ') ""J. 

Sohan Singh 

KIRTI Office 

AMRITSAR 

Spratt myself attending Worke;s Conference Meerut forteenth 
fifteenth come there if can 

MUZAFFARAHMAD 

P. 2197 
Telegram no. 33 D:1ted IO Oct. 28. 

Muzaffar Ahmad 

2/I European Asylum Lane 

CALCUTTA. 



Ple~-se come with Spratt 14th. 15th. Oct.. ~'eerut Majdoor 
Comereuce wire Expensef. 

Not to be. 

telegraphed 

! 

GOURISHANKER 
I 

ANANDl\{ATH 

Gourishankar .S~arma, 

' Secretary Mazdocr & Kisan Sangl:i 
I 

P. 2198. 
Search the warrant issued under. Sec. 9~ C. P. C. by the 

~ 1 ~ r - 1 

District Magistrate, Meerut, for seart:~ing the house, office, or other 
place belonging to or under Control of Abdul Ghani. 'Editor of 
"Hindustan,, Jubbulpore. · 1 

... ' 

Executed by tpe Jubbulpore ~alice on 20·~·~9-

___ ... 
. 
P. 2199. 

I t 

. List of.p.,a,per~ seized at the residenc,e of Mohd. Abdttl Ghani,. 
Ex·Editor ~· Hipdustan" &/o Wali Moham~ed ;M:usahnan,.:-includin( 
llt~da.st~aq r.rc:~. sitt,.tated' in Jamnad~ ~ilding, near City 
Kotwnli. 
l '. ( 
. . !.: Nos. 'j, ro, 22 and 27 .in down storey (Press Jl)Om) and the 
rest o~ the articles in the upper storey used as office a~4 residence • 

• 1). l I, • !•' 

(1) A print6d letter "TheJFirst All-India Workers/ and Pea• 
sants, .Party- Conference .Calcutta'!., with sign'ltures of 
D. K. GOS\\ami, Secy. Reception Committee, addressed 
to the Editor, Hindusth.an.. 

• • 



(:) A printed letter dated 17th November 1928, si~ed by 
D K .. Goswami to the Ed1tor, Hmd11stan, jubbulpur, 
intimating the date (21-23 Dec. 1928} ~n wiich the AlP 
India Workers.arjl :~~as~~· J.~~ty Conference is to be 
held at Calcutta. 

(3) Invitation card of th 22nd U. P. Provincial Political 
·conference'(at jhan:;i. 

(4) Invitation card by th Receptjon Commit~ee of zp~ (P.rt;ss 

W qr~~:s!Conf~rence 
J 

(5) A she~t pf ::~R1scap jpaper containing :qletter from 2/1 
European Asylum ane, Calcutta, dated 15. 11. 28, with· 
out signature begi' hing with I feel and ending in with 
Conference. / ! 1 

(6) A telegram from·Sprates of Calcutta to the Editor Hin· 
dusthan, dated 7· It. 28. \ 

(7) A letter dated 30. I. i92~ from Tejmal Mantri of Sasta 
Sahitya. Mandai Ajmer "Tiyagbhumt" With two speci

\ men forms for getting .. l?o~~s on cr,edit, to be signed by the 
Editor. This was in a .red cover of "Krantilcart Office'"' • 

..l t 4 I \; I 

Jhansi. (Also here with) and addressed to Abdul Gani. 

(8) f..l~~~~er ,.w~th envelQpe ~rorp ~ecere~flrr,, ~~wag,at Karini 
~Samiti ,-~~~Y~1aya }llaQsi, .dated Ni!, ROV~r beanp.g the 
Post office seals dated I6·17 March ,1929, to the ijd1tor, 
Samalochak Saugar (which 1s dire~ted to Jubb~lpur). 

(9) A Jette~ from'Sunderial, of 193 Chak ·Allahabad to Gani, 
dated 25 9· 1923, asking the notice of his book to be 

published. 

(xo) A letter from The Principal, ,Homeopathic Training Col· 
lege, Meerut, dated 23. I I. 28 to the Manager uHindus· 
than", bearing No. 3429. 

(1 1) A letter in Hindi to the ,Edit.or of Hindnsthan asking for 
a book on "Kisan and .MajQoori" etc. from Manoharpant 
of Moscow ( 69 U. S. S. R. along 'UJ?-tk a, letter from the 
·s~~etary,'~he Works' ·Welfare League ofHnd1a, =askmg 
copies of•"Hindusthan". Both' these- were in a cover bear• 
inglse~J·(postal) ofvLondon s.~w I and E. s IJ, 1928. 

(12) A Jetter from Jawaharlal Nehru to Abdul G:.mi, dated 
6 12' 28rreplying• that· he canlt Q.elp.the latter. (In Hindi). 

(13) A letter from Kra~hna Gopal Sharma, Editor, Kranti 

1Karl · Ojlice, ~J qap~1, d<1-ted 30. •x •. 29, to ~~riya ,Bt,ndhu, 
la$kl0g the la~ter to ..,send the hook1for 1 pubhca.t1on. (1n 
HmdJ). 

6() 



,(t4) ~ P.~tnPhlet;qi ~p~ec?c:s.a?.dkc~rru:nts '!&\xth 1Co~f:r,ence 
of the' Communi~t !3-!~ty 1flf ~reftt .J3~Jtf\ip~', ~dated May 
17th 18th and 19th. 1914• containing 79 pages. ' 

"' - .. .,. • l 1"' "' - .. ., 

(15) A letter from n'urga ,P~p., f;~itcp.:, ,•~yr~qqhi" to the 
Editor, Hindusthan Jubbulpur, asking for the interchange 
of thelr ~Magazines; lwmi ~rwelope b tieari~g )Sura:.}nzi, 
.dated 9·N.ov. ig28. - ~~ ~ ~ .... 

{16) A ,letter frof!l R~mji o,_f .Re;w.a ~:vi~~o ~he ~~nag~~ "H~p.du• 
·sthan~\with'envelope bearing ·pt)stal 'Seal of· FIJi, dated 13 .. " \ .... ' . ) 

]-ply 1928,:.asking.-for ,contrib~!~~n of ·:~i~~usthan11 • 
I ! I 1 

(17) A post card from Jew.aharlal Nehu to Abdul Ghani, dated 
8\I.O 2'8,_;tsking,£or copy:~u~iii~.dusthan (m·English): 

(18) ~~~)~t.t~r wiy; t,~~~~~qp__~J~~lJl!he ~~ ~4~s.t1!.~ fP~ess to the 
Secretary, The Workers W!;~£31 League of.Ind~~, 1I62, 
~kingb.am .. Palace•Road,~>-Lond n S.'W •• I. ,.The w.riter 
h • h' I as not g1ven 1s name. · , 

(19) AnJnvi~a.Hon :irl writing of the Reception Committee of 
the C. P. Press Workers' Conference, signed by Abdul 
Gha~i and G. B. Awarthy. 

' 
(20) A letter with envelope from Gopal Sharma Rewa Fiji 

iislwds to. Abdul Gani asking for a copy of the weekly 
Ma~a_zine (dated 6 9 28 of the letter). 

(u) A !etter {rpm .~ahuram Visharao of "Navyuvak Parishad" 
Banda, with a· "Privesh Pattra" dated 9 8 28 to Abdul 
Gt. I 

• ~. ,u1~»1• 

(22) A .Lett~rJrotxl tJawaharlal Nehru to Abdul Gani, dated 
22 I.I .. 2~,,~ayp~g that he would talk in Calcutta (in Hind1) 

~ I '.. 

(23) Photos of Rajendra Lahiri Maharaja Nabha Gurcharan 
Sinha, and Ashfaq Ullahkhan (kept in an envelope). 

' 
(24) A card from Gupta to Ghani Bhai, dated 3 10 28. 

(25) A teleram from "~.Pr~W1 ~~t~ .. ~.15th Nov. 1928, to Editor,. 
Hindus than. 

(26) A p.c. from Raj Bahadur to Abdul Gani, dated 27 8 28. 

(27J Am. o. receipt frpJll .. Paqcpratal\ of Khurai, for Rs. 25/·/·. 

(28) A letter p. c. 'from Karamat Hussain of Tahdl Baibar 
(C. P.).~o~J\bqul QaJ)i. 

(29) A pamph}.;t. otlpQ.yBeJtde};lceJpr,ll)dia ·l;eague (in Slea,·es). 

t(go) Etght .leaves of 1 l~t~e:,p~p~r wntten ln,l-J:indi, a.bout the 
c; h~nging ,of. times, ~l;J~se .da.ys, etc. 
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. " ( 

(3i). '.A' tea( wntte:n in Hmdi ·with heading "Bhar;t se Angrezi 
'RaJ· Hata Dena Chahte Hain" . 

• 

(32) A paper scribbled with an article "Sw~dhi(l Sangh ki 
Awashyakta"(m Hindi). ' 

I I ,., I ... i: 1 

(33). {\n informati_~~ ,of 1~he hol~iq.g pf "The Press Workers, 
Conference" to t~e City Supdt~ from Abdul Gani, w1th 
~nvelopc. 

r •,t. 

(34) A copJ ~£ the " antikari" with title, page dated 5 1 29 
with pages from ~.to 24, '!ithout pages 3t 4t s.& 6, add· 

, ressed to Editor, Hindus~an. 

k 

(36) 
I 

' 
A copy of "Sw. P-n!ra Bharat" dated .. 25/2/1929, with title 
page, addresse r to Ed1tor Saptahik Hindu Samalochak 

~ ~fu~ar, ~~ire~~~~ to Jubbulpore) with 1 ~o 14 pages~ 

.(\ c9py of the 1·~'RaiiV(ayman11t dated 9 3 1929~ from I to 
8 page. ~ 

Sd/· Illegible. 

20/3/29: 

Sd/· Brijmohan Nath .. 
' 

D. S. P. City. 

20/3/29· 

·~sat .. Illegible. 

Supdt. 

Sd/· Illegible 

Sd)· Illegible 

P. :2200. 
.. . 

THE RECEPTION COMMiTTEE OF\ THE 

2nd Press \V orkers Conference. 

· Presents Compliments to. anq requests the pleasure of the 
t(Jmpany of Syt. MANGAL PRASAD VISH\VAKARMA, on 
the occasion of the :md Annual Session to be held under the 
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distinguished Presidei1tship of Comr2de PHILx'P ~PRATT at 
JUBBULPUR (old Town ltall).'at6 P.M. on tHe 1$th &'19tk_ 
November 1928. ~ 
t 

J)~'t Comrade, 

Abd~l Ghani, l!dit~r "HINDUSTAN" . 
Chairman Reception Committee. 

G. B. A ~Jlti, Vice President, 
\I .. 

Press V.~orker!i' Union. 

P. 2201.-
a/1 European Asylum Lane, , 

Calcutta. 

• 
I feeJ that I owe you and the Conference a most humble 

apology for letti.ttg you dowfi a,t th-e last moment ili this way. I 
helievel Mutaffar explained my situa.tioh roughly. The fact is 'that 
1 have not received my allowance from home for several months, 
and am in consequence ii'l exttemelJlow water financially. I was 
therefore a.t first inc:lined to refuse your offer, but accepted it 
on being assured by comrad~s here that it is the usual thing in 
India fot the t.n.vtllin.g expenses for the Presidet1t etc. to be paid. 
On receiving your wire, I casfabout a bit, with the object of bar· 

·towihg \ht Sb t>t AS rupees required for the journey, but have not 
been able to get it yet. I therefore wired this morning saying 
that t 'tou}d not totnt. t should adc! that l ~ree entirely with 
\"OUr action, as I think it v.ould be nnjusti&ble to cast such a 
burden unnecessarily on an infant organisation. 

1 hope I shall be able to meet you at some other time, 
Meanwhile p,eas~ ll.ct:e-pt 'tn)' apo1ogies und ~sft w.ishes for the 
success of the conference and 

(Incomplete). 
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P. 2202 [C]. 
. 

Copy of a letter intercepted from the Dacca Post Office on 
• I6•J•2g. 

No............. THE 

ANGUS ENGINkERING WORKERS' UNION. 

,Secretary : 
! 

~ 

G, Chakrabarty. 

My dear Go pal, 
I 

East :-1928. 

Bhatpara 

Dated, the I sLh March 1929. 

\ 

r I wrote a letter to you a few days ago but sorry you did not 
card to reply even. I and Kali Dass Babu are starting for Chandpur 

I 

most probably on Sunday next the I 7th instant and we will. be 
waiting for you there. W 111 you kindly come there to our house 
and accompany us to the places of your activiti~s l We will be 
much obliged and glad if you do so. This time we have got no 
spare time because we are to return to Calcutta on or before 27th 
instant as we are to attend the Provincial Conference w1th some 
defin1te resolutions. So please arrange everythmg very quickly. ~ 
• t 

Most probably you are al"are that all of us have come out 
of "the Workers' and Peasant Party " which is an autocratic 
regime of Muzaffar Ahmed. More when we will meet. How are 
you, your wife and child, my love to you all. 

Extremely sincerely, 

Fraternally yours 

Gopen Chakarabarty. 

N .. B .. : \Ve will be anxiously waitillg for you at Chandpur. Be 
quick to meet us. 

Superscription: 

l.ONG LtVE THE JUTE WORKERS .. 

• Gopal Chandra Bysak, Esqr., 

Albert Library 
I 

Nawabpur, 

Dacca .. 
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The 

Bengal Jute Workers Association 
T -

Central Office, Bhatpara 

24·Pargar.as. 

Bhatpara 

, 15 March 29. 

Copied by me. 

Dacca'\ 

x6 March 29. 
4 P~ M. 

' ' {Sd:) Moti Lal De. S I. 

P. 2203 <C>. 
Copy of a. letter intercepted from the Dacca. Post Office ori 

!!0. 9. 28. 

Telegraphic address 

"Gfln&va.nt" Calcutta.. 

The Workers and Peasants Party of Bengal. 

Organ 

Goni Voni 

Bengalee Weekly 

'2/1 European Asylum Lane, 

Calcutta 18. 9. 28 

Comrade Gopal Chandra.'Basak, Secretary, Dha.keswary Cotton 
Mtll Workers, Umon, 61 Nawabpur Road Dacca., 
Dear Comrade, 

Your letter of 12. 9 28 along with an application to the 
B.T.U.F., asking for affiliation is to hand. As regards the affihation 
of the Dhakeswary Cotton Mtll Workers' Union to B.T.U.F., and 
A.T.lJ.C., 1t has been demded m a meeting of the Labour group of 
the party, held on 17. 9. 29, that a. Central body of the Bengal 
Textlle Workers' U mon shall be orga.msed forthwith with a necleus 
ah the Dhakeswari .. Umon and representation from Mat1a. Bruze 
Umon, which ha.s already been recognised, as its- branch, and thon 
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the Central :ExeQ.utive body thus formed will apply for affiliation, 
stmultan~eously both m Bengal Trade U mon Federation and All 
Indta Trade Union Congress. , ..: 

\ 

. i'ht;t .. Unron thus formed, Ill t&M1 bf§ ~tle t& $and 1ts repre· 
sentatiVes to the ensumg Congr ss, where we intend ~o concentrate 
our maximum strength thiS yea • · 

'The above pr'oposal1s a erj sound one and I hope that you 
.. '!lll_}lave no besltatlon to givEt s .fbid· ednsent to !let aeebfdingly. 
A p~o!I!pt answer to this is ea ~ estly requested. 

\ •.:. ;;~~~se inform us of th! detads regardmg the str1ke • 

• . Thanki.pg you ~n anti 1pa.tion. 
~ 

Yo 'rs fraternally 
' l ' 

' Sd/· D. K. Goswami. 

Labour Secretary. 

~·~ 
P. 2204 (1~ (C> 

. 
New ~bSH ~h R\1~8if£ ~h\1 Egypt. 
.. ' 

Buaittl?t 1!lco¥ttlmt'YJ .J!fii!e'tttjlfitfeltt ~tn'Ce ~f:ke !let!OTut~on. 

, ~Y '1\{~uri'o'e Ddba., fr~'ct\irer .. in Economics at Ca~bri~e 
University and a metnber of the L RD. Executive. This is the 
{)nty exlstln.g recora 1n. Enghsh of the whole EconomiC HiStory 'Of 

J ' 
~u~Jsta' from 1917 to 19~8. Special Trade Umon Ed1t1'0n, s.va.tlable 

, through the L.R.D., at 3s. 6d, Postage 4d., 

Bt itisll, Imperia:l~sm tft -Ern/pt. b)' Ehn!>r Burns-. This !s 
Volume 5 m the L.R.D , Coloma! ser1es, and 1s of special interest in 
view of present events in Egypt. ls. boards, 6d. paper, postage ld. . ' 

Order Form. 
' . 

To tne L.lt.D, '19, Warreh stteet, lRYnao'n, w. ]:. . 
Please sena by return Loo~s as ·u.n~er:-:. ........... : .... :copies 

\ .... ..... t \ (' ... : 

Russian Ecotiomtc Development at 3s. 6d 

..... · ..... ·~· .. Bhtls'h inrpeii'&hitm in ·Egyp't at ls. 

j : ........ ...... •)J I 



Postage . ....... ~ .. : ........... :, 

~ash e:Qolol)e<}.... . ,. , .•• , .... 

I 

Name·-· ............................... . 
Address ...... ·••It•• •••••••••••••••••••• , •••• • •••• ,.,,.."' 

•• • '' •• I ••. t e ....... I II I I t t I •• • ••• II t I • •• I 

' . 
; 

Twentteth 9entury Press .(1912) Ltd; T.U. all Depts 103 
.· -

Sonthwark street S.E.l •.••.•••••.. 18429. 

I:.abour Research Department~ 

162, Buckingham Palace Road, Westminisfer, London, S.W. 1 

Terms of affiliation and List o£, Publjcations •. 

Terms qf Affiliation. 

Organisations. 

National:- Annual minimum, £3. £x eer l,ooo memb~rs up to 
the fir;t 101000, 5S per 11000 members a-bove the first 
Jo,ooo. 

Local:- Annu:tl minimum, £1. 

Affiliated societies receive copies o£ all publications issued by the 
L.R.D. during the period of affiliatiOJ;l and are entitled to any 
special informatiOn required. - · 

'fndividuals. 

Members of TU or other ~abour organis.atioos :

Minimum, xos-6d .per annum receive monthly circular and are 
entitled to have enquiries answete:l. Subscription of £ 2·2s·od per 
annum, covers enquiries. monthly circular aQd all other publi· 
cations. 

Associate members {not trade umopists etc) £t. minimum or 
/, 2. I 2s. 6d. inclusive of all publications. ' 

' 
The Monthly Circdar of the Labour Research Department 

can be obtained by post for 3s 6d per annum witho·ut membership 
nghts. 

Regular supplies of the Monthly Circular can be obtained by nffili• 
ated organisations at 2s per daten, 7s·6d for 50 post free. 

Fdr Lisl of Publications see over Order Form 
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N a.me, .. ,... . . . , .. ,........ . ....... , ......•• . 
I j ~~ 1 t ) J. 

:Address~ ... .. . ... ...... ... . . . ~ ......... . 

Postal order enclosed for publication~ as 'inarked £. 

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. 

Laboutt and Capital Series. 

, • 1. Labour and Capital in Engineering 1922 .• t/- No. of 
- order £ ·s·d. 

:z. The Press {I922) I/· and 6d. 
I 

3· Labour and Capital in Parliament (1923) I/· 

4· Labour and Cap1tal on the Railways (1923) 2/6 

5· tThe Federation of British Industries (1923) :z/6 and I/· 

6. Shipping (I923) :z/6 cloth, I/• pap~r. 

7· The Pohtics of Oil (1924) 2/6 cloth t/· paper • 
.. 

8. Steel (l92 5} •••••• 2/6 Cloth I/· paper. 

9· The Coal Crisis (1926) I/· boards 6d. paper. 

xo. Electr1city I 1927) •••. t/· boards 6d. paper. 

1 I. Agricttlture (1927) I/-. boards 6d. paper. 

12. Labour and Capital in Parliament (1928) I/· and 6d. 

Syllabus Series. 

Text books in miniature for Tutor classes and students with full 
Bibliographies. 

Price 6d. each, ss per dozen post free. 

I. The Bntish Labour Moveme~t by G.D.H. Cole. 

3· Finance My Emile Burns. 
• I 

4· English Econorn1c History by G.D H. Cole. 
' 

5· Biology by C. P. Dutt. 

6. The Russian Re;volution by R. page Arn~t. 
• "' l ... 

7• Chartism and the "Trades Union" by R. \V. Postgate. 

8. Unemployment by G .D H Cole 

9· Local Government by john Scurr. 

10. Bnttsh Trade Uu10msm-ProbL:rns and Pohcy by 

G.H D. Cole. 

74 



12. Introduction to \Vorld His lory by Margaret I. Cole. 

13. Economic Geography, by ]. F. Horrabi~ 
.. ' 

1 4,;._ ¥,~r~~~~F- .?Y ~~~:1~7e~! 
t6. Mont;y,aq.p-fp~e~ by M· ll, Doh~. 

• ,, I 

17. Scientific Method by J. Johnstone. 
\ I 

18. The DevelopiJlent of Machines in Producfion. by A. 
Serner. 

I g. Imperialism by Emile Burns. 

20. Modern Capitalism, its Odgin and growth' by M. H. 

Doh b. 

COJ.JONIAL SERIES. 

1. British Imper1a.hsm m East Afrwa {1926) 1/- and 6d 
N a. of order £ s d · 

2 Bnt1sh Imper1ahsm in Malaya (1926) 1/- & 6d. 

3. Br1t1Sh Imper!ahsttl m China 1927) 1/· board pnly. 
' 

4. British Impenalism m West Africa (1927) 1/- & 6d. 
I 

I ' 

5. Bntish Imperialism m Egypt (1928) 1/- board 6d. paper. 
. ~ 

6. British Imperiahsm m India (HJ29) 1/- b9a.rd 6d. paper. 

LABOUR WHITE PAPERS. 

Penny pamphlets for general sale, givin~ a br1ef but clear 
sta.tement of the facts 2/9 for 50 post free. The it'llowing numbers 
~re stlll .available. 

1. Condttion of the Enghsh Working CJas.ses {1924). 

2. The Bntish .Bondholders. 

4. Why a Treaty w1th 3ovlet Russia. 

13. Str1ke Breaking organisation (! 925). 

14. The Gains of the Revolution. 

15. The Rtght to Strtke. 

16. The Industrial Cr1s1s (1926). 

17. Governing by Starv11.t10n. 

18. The League of Bankers. 
' 

20 What the Coal Report Mea.n~t. 

21 • Bnt1sh Capital and German Workers. . 
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' 22. The two nations. 

23. What is the Economic League ? 

24. The coal shortage. 

26. The M1ners' Strugglq and the Bank~. 

28.. Co·op Rivals: Drapery Concerns (19~7) 
' . ' 

29, Co·op Rtvals : Boot and shoe concerns. 

ao. Co-op Rivals: 'l'he Milk. Trust. I 

31.' Co-partnership and Proftb Sharing. 

32. ThQ Reform of the Poor Law. 

35. The Trade Union· Bill; 

37. ·Trade Union~ ia1. Sovietr Russia.~ 

38. Social Insurance in Soviet Russia. 

89. The Attack on the Cotton ~ orkers (1928). 

41. , The clothing Industry in Sov1et Russ1a. 

MISCEI!LANEOUS. 

The Labour Interna.tfona.l Hand Book .(HJJ1) 6/· No. of 
order£ s d ' 

The Labour Interna.tit>tta.l Yeat· Book (1923) 2/6 The General 
Strike: ...... 

Vol.' 1.. I~s origin and Htstory By R. Page Arnot 2/• paper .. 

Vol. -IL Traders Councils in Action by Emlle Burns 11/6 
eloth 2!/- paper. ' 

The Workers' Register of Labour and .Ca.p1tal {covering 
(1918-1923} 5/· cloth 8/6 paper. 

Tbe Workers' Pa.ssport by W. T. Colyer (1928) 
' 

How La.bour Governs in Austraha. by V. Gordon Childs 
(1923}. 

Russian Eoonomic Development since the .Revolution 
:Marnice Dobb Speo1a.l Tta.d(} Union edit1on. 

' 
Htstory of the Labour Resea.rch Depa.rtment by R. Page 

Arnot 2/6 cloth 1/- pa.per. 

BOUND VOLUMES OF THE FOLLO\VING PUBLICATIONS 
ARE AVAILABLE. 

Monthly-circula.rs for the yea~s 1926, . 1927, 1928, pnce 
7/6 each. 
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Syllabus Series. 

Vol. 1 All available- !lumbers fro'ttl 1 to 10. 5(

Vol. 2 All available numb
1
ers from 11 to 20:5/-

. 
Labour White Papers~--- · ' 

Vol. 1 Ali available nmi.tbers from 2 to 22. 2/-, 
Vol. 2 All available numbers from 23 to 41. 2/ 

Memorandum on the Cotton Industry, prepared by L. R. D. 

, FOR UNITED 'fext1le-~ Factory Workers Association 
(1928) 6d. 

Published for the Friends of Soviet Russia : 

Soviet Russia To-day. (1928) 6d. 

Ten Years of Soviet Rule (1928) 6d. 
i 

Fr1ends of Soviet Russ1a Congress Report (1928}
1
1/6. 

Copied by me 

Btbbuti Bhusan Cbatterji 

' 26-,3-29. 

P. 2204 [P] [E]. 
Superscnpt10n on the envelOp a:

MR. BASAK, 

Bengal Textde_Workers' Union, 

61, Nawabpur 

Dacca., 

Bengal, 

India.. 

--o:--
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·p.: 2205. 
' " .. .... " 

ti•A report in Urdu dated 2-6-27 subm1~ted by Ram Surat, S. I .. 
of 'Pol1ce Go;a,khpur,' itt ·tcoiinection with 'b. speeJh hiade -'by 
Dr. Biswanath Mukerjee, advising the Workets uf- -Bocd· Wurkshop 
Gorakhpur, to settle theu differencefJ amongst themselves instead of 
going to court. • · 

' .... t' • 

~ R~_pci'P,_o~&e Speech delivered by Mr: Spratt ab G. Town 
meeting·on. 27 -'9-"2ts. 

tPn\i1tiid Separately Bihar Speeches) 

P. 2207. 
t:jUmmary 'OI. the 13pe!eh of 'f?~In9ul Huda delivered by him 

at Jamshedpur on 27tli Septeiber \.28. I • 

I 

(Printed Separately-Bihar Speeches). 
I 

p, 2208 .. 
I 

Report rega.rdmg a. Speech delivered by So han Singh Josh at 
Jamshedpur and G. Town Maida.n on 3rd January 19i9. 

- . 
(Printed Separately-Bihar Speeches). 



3 .. ,A _coRY.~f ~O~it!!·S1pg? ~o~'~ P~eside~t~~l ad4ress m Urdu 
del~vered at thJ:l firs~ Ail InaJ.a Workers' and. Peasa.nh' Conferenc~ 

t ... , ,. ,.. I ~ .,. 

Ca1cu.tta 1u Decemb'~r 19~. 

P. 2210. 
J a\ilshedpur Dak BungMow •Vtsitor''S Book · fo:r -1926 and 

:enw!rd~ wherein ll.n 'entry ts-seeu rbga.rdtng the haH of.;p. 'Spratt 
~in'd Shn~ul Huda ·frQin,27 -9-28 h> 29-9-26. 

l?. 2210 tAl 
'l'he iolloWing ~ntry -lrom the Jamshedpu.r. Dak -Bu.nga.IQw 

"Visitpr's Book -a.ppears to be imp'orl1Lnt -=-
Name: P. Spratt 

s. · M:."Sham~hi Huaa 
Date u.nd tl~e 

of arrival 

Da.te of 

Depa.rtttre 

} 

27-9-28. 

7 A, M. 

1
-29-9-2S. 

'lOA. M. 

Amount patd: 27/- Rupees pa.1d. 
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LEAGUE ~AGA,INST ·IMPERIALISM. 

and for nat'ional'independence. 

International Secretanat 

24, Friednchstrasse, Berlin SW 48 

Berlin, November 7th. 1928. 

Dear Comrade Jhabvala, 

We were very happy to receive your letter of October 19th. 
and to note tha~ a number of your unions have afhliated to the 
League. \Ve are havmg some matenal posted you today to Jharia. 
where you w1ll probably remain till the 6th. inst. The matenal is 
meant for distribut10n among, the . delegates to the T. U. C. We 
·shall in future send all our letters and printed matters registered to 
your Khar address and we hope that you will do us the favour of 
acknowledging the receipt each time. 

The question of placmg the necessary funds at your disposal 
for running an office is bemg considered and I hope to be able to 
give you reply in a we3k or two. 

I hope you and other comrades will work e"nergetJcally this 
yea1 to overcome all the ~bjections to the affiliation of the Indmn 
TUC to our League. Please ask Dange, Ghate, and oth,er com· 
rades to devote special attention to thts que~t10n and to canvas 
personaUy _iq. order to ensure a maJonty of votes m favour of 
affiliatu)n. · You wtll be glad to, know that the National Arn:;.l· 
garnated Furnishmg Trades Association of Great Bntain~ the 
South African Federation of Non EuropeaQ. Trade Unions and 
above all the All Russian Federation o{ Trade U 11ions have declared 
the1r formal aff1hatio,n to the League Against Impenalisrn. 

W1shing you complete success at the Congress, 

I remain, 

Yours fraternally 

Sd/·Y. Chatlopadhjaya. 
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' 

The folJowin~r suoerscription on the an envelope:-

S. H .. Jhabvala Esq. 

cfo AU Ir.dia Trade Union Congress 

JHARIA. 

INOIEN. 

--=•=--

Postal seals. 

Berlin S.W. 

7· u. 28 

Sa.raswati Machine Printing Press, Meerut, U. P., India. · 
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P. 2212 • 
24 copies of a prbted Engl~sh Pamphlet entitled uThe 

Colonial Policy of the Labour and socialist International" by 
Clemen Dutt. Published by the League Against Imperialism, 
Inte:national Secretariat, 24, Friedrich-Strasse, Berlin S. W. 48. 

P. 2212 <E>. 
A cover with the following address on it:· 

S. H .. Jhabwala Esqr. 

c/o All India Trade Union Congress. 

Jharia. 
'Postal seal of: 

Berlin S.W. 

P. 2213. 
" ~ ~ 

24 copies of a printed English Pamphlet entitled "The 
Colonial Policy of the Labour & Socialist InternationaP' by 
Clemens Dntt. 
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A cover with the foilowing superscription: -

· ·s. ·nange Esq. 
.. l t 

·cfo .au ~ttdia 'fra.~J Union Con_gress. 

' 1ha?a. 

Postal seal of: 

Berlin S.W. 

22 copies of a printed English Pamphlet eptitled "The 
Colonial Policy of the. Labour & Socialist Inte~national by Clemens 

. · Dutt. 

A cover with the following Superscription:

s. Jhabwalla 'Esqr. 
' I 

cf o ,All India Trade Union 'Congress. 
4 ~ 

Postal seal of 

Berlin S.W. 

7•11·28. 

1)Muia. 



· P. (2215. 
Dear Comrades, 

The resolution on the Indian TU movement adopted ·by the 
4th congress of•Jhe RIL U outlines the task of the revolutionarj 
element in the lndmn TU movement. These tasks may be briefly. 

I 

summarised as foliows: 

(1) T{) expose the treacherous character of the reformist 
leadership and to replace it by a Left wing workers' leadership by 
drawmg workers into the leading' organs of the trade unions, 
factory committees, _stnke committees, etc. 

'(2) To organise the unorganised workers, particularly the 
'lowerpa~d and unskilled sections, and.the youth. 

(3} To form factory committees and Trades Councils and 
generally to put

1
the !Unions on a proper working 'basis by the issue 

of membershtp cards, aemocratfc. election of offictals, reguiar 
meetings, etc. 

(4) To publish TU papers in the severai vernaculars and 
estabhsh night schools and study dircles for the TU membership. 

' 

(5) T{) draft a programme of immed1ate demands consistJng 

of such ltems as: 

'The 8-hour day; 

Mmimtitn Livmg Wage, w1th equal pay for equal 1work; 

A bolibon of Child Labour; 

lmprovement of \Vorkshbp Condttions and Laws ·relatmg 
to' Compensation. 

Introduction of protective legislat10n for women workers. 

During the past six mont!J.s there have been mahy indications 
of n growth of the revolutionary spint in -the Indian TU movement. 
The contmuatio.1 of the stnke wave has served to f11rther expos'e 
the treacherous role of the petty-bourgeois leadership, and the 
introdllCtlOn of reactionary legislation··the Pubhc Safety Bill and 
the Trades Dispute Act-are 'further examples of imperialist 

oppress tOn. 

'Despite the activities of 'these enemies against the Indian 
working class movement there ~retobvious s1gns of the growth in 
the influence of the Left \\•ing and through 1t of the RILU. 
Several unions are even now under the 1deo1og1c1.lleadership of the 
'RILti and in many other unions there are acttve'grdups. It must 
be noted, however, that the str(.ngth o( our forces is lessened by 
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the absenc~ of a centralised organisation leading and coordinating 
the revolutionary struggle in all sections o£ the trade union move· 
ment and on a nat10nal scale. 

. The RI L U therefore suggests that immediate steps should 
be taken to form an All· Indian Trade Union Left Wing Movement 
alO'lg the hnes mdicated in the attached Resolution. 

In structure the Ali-Indian Trade Union Left \Ving Move· 
ment must aim at centraqsing all the militant trade union forces by 
the formation of Left Wi?g groups in the unions under Reform1st 
leadership and by dtrect :;ffiliation of mihtant Trades Counclls, and 
Trade Unions. When properly constituted the All-Indian Trade 
Umon Left Wing shall umte all these forces on a national scale and 
shall in addition estabhsh provincml organisations on whtch all 
affiliated bodies shall be represented. 

While it may be imposs1ble at the present bme for the Left 
Wmg to establish National Industrial Sections it should be kept m 
mmd that such Sect10ns are vitally necessary m the most important 
industnes, e. g textile, rallways and metal. 

The imtial steps for the formatiOn of the Left wing should be 
carried,out as speeddy and effectively as poss1ble and this can be 
accomplished by e'3tabhs hing provisional commtttee~ in each of the 

large c1ties, e g. Calcutta, Bombay, Lahore, Cawnpore, and Madras. 
These Committees when formed sho11ld outline the policy of the 
Left Wing and prepare a comprehensive programme of organisational 
and pohtical demands on the basis of the Resolution of the 4th 
Congress of the RILU, and by interchange of reports and regular 
correspondence insure that the movement develops along similar 
Jines in every city. Thereafter elaborate , preparations should be 

:nade to convene a conference of the Left W mg trade unions, 
groups and individuals in each city, where thepolicyand programme 
would be finally ratified and the Left wing definitely constituted on 
trade umon affiliation and group membership. This done, it will 
then be possible to prepare for the inaugural conference on a 
national sc:ale. 

Immediate propaganda must be conducted in the trade umon 
press and in the e:x.istmg revolutionary perwdicals. Meantime, the 
Left Wing Comm1ttees in the various cities are to prepare for the 
publication of their own papers, pamphlets, etc:, in the appropriate 
vernaculars. In all our propaganda 1t should be made clear, that 
the All·lndian Trade Union Left Wmg Movement exists to 
consohdata and coordinate the struggle of the broad masses of the 
workmg class. Wh1le setting out to organise the unorgamsed 
workers the Left Wing should rrake 1t clear that it is m no way 
conductmg a campatgn to ,recruit members from the existing
reformist unions into the new un10n:~. 
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Special attention should be paid to the organisation of the 
mining matal and textile industries, the unskilled workers and the_ 
youth. Where the Left W mg takes the imtiative in orgamsing 
new unions, those should be affiliated to the All· Indian Trade 
Union Left Wing Movement. 

The Left Wing mu~t also take upon itself the task of 
organising factory oommittees and trades councils and securing the 
amalgamation of kindred and overlapping unions. 

One of the basic weaknesses of the Indian TU movement is 
the lack of leaders drawn from the ranks of the workers. To 
overcome this d1fficnlty the RILU proposes to forward a training • 
class syllabus for trade union students "'and recommends that 
preparation be made for the early establishment of training cla~ses 
under, the auspices of the Left Wing in Calcutta, Bombay, Lahore, 
Ca wnpore, and Madras. 

\Vith regard to the International f'elations the Left wing 
must maintain contact with the RI L U direct and also through the 
medmm of the workers' welfare League of India and of the Pan
Pacific TU Secretariat. Regarding the Ail·lndian 'fU Congress, 
we learn from press information that the question of -affiliation to 

, the Amsterdam International will appear on the agenda .of the 
A. I. T. U. C. In the event of this proposal being agreed to , it 
simply means that the AITUC will come more and more under the 
influence of the British and International agents of imperialism. 
A virile opposition must be ra1hed against the bourgeios leaders of 
the Indian trade Union movement that seek to pilot the working 

, class into the harmless channels of class collaboration. Affiliation 
to Amsterdam must be hotly opposed; the Left W tpg to counteract 
this move should demand the affiliation of the All· Indian Congress 
to the RILU. 

Finally, the Left wing must raise the question of the wof'XIrl 
rile/fare League of lndza at the Congress. condemning the Executive 
for exceeding its autht>rity in taking away the right of the League 
to represent the AITUC in England as granted to it by decisions of 
several congresses of the Indian Unions. Every' effort must be 
made to reinstate the \Yorkers' Welfare League of India as the 
official representative of the AITUC m Engl:.nd. The Left wing 
must continue and intensify the campaign for cJose contact with 
the v.orkers in the colonial and semi-colonial countries, and in the 
furtherance of this policy must make every endeavour to have a 
resolution {or affiliation to the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat 
placed on the agendc~. of the AITUC and adopted at the coming 
session of the Congress. 

Yours fraternally, 

I. jusefow1tsch 
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' " For the General Secretary of the Red Jntern:1tional bf 
Labour Unions Moscow, October :o i9~8 

P. 2215 (lJ 
Ali Imiia 't,.ade Union Congress. 

Jl.1r. Appeal jiom lhl Red Inter'lialitmal of Laflotw Un~ons. 

The following letter has been addressed to the 9th All:lnd1a 
Tta'de thubn Cotlgress at Jha\"ia by i\.. Losovasky, General Secre· 
b\ry of the Red lntetnatio.nal 'Ol Labour Unions. 

Dear Comrades, 

The Ex~cutive Burea'u of the Re 1 international of Labour 
U't.Ions *sen as thr6ugh your Dongress heartiest greetings to the 
biive tndian proleta'riat 'strugghng in such onerotts conditions against 
n~tive capital and imperialist violence and oppression· 

Your Congress m~ets at a time of ext:eptlOnallmportances for 
the indian work1ng dass. After tr..c iull of the last few years the 
Ind=an 'pr6letariatis awakemng to ne\'v hfe -and 1n'creasmgly reahsing 
that it is a class apposing another class. , 

Just ~at i ·time when ·the livmg and 1abour conditions of the 
Indian workers have gone from La.d to worse, the foreign and the 
Indian ·capita1ists are coriduchng ·an offensive against the beggarly 
wages of tr.e Indian workers and through methods of Tationahsatton 
are -endeavouring to mcrease still mote the -exp1ottahon of the 

.. workers and women-workers who are living 'in semi•starvatlon . 
.... _, 

The answer to the growmg exploitatiOn and worsening 
position of the broad masses was the stnke movement caught up by 
hundreds of thouc;ands of \\Orkers and women-\\orkers. The stnkes 
of the texttle workers, ra1ltvaymen,and mumcipal workers of Bombay, 
Lilloah hnd other industnal centres are of stupendous significance 
both for the Indtan workers and ·for the working clas~ throughout the 
wotltl. In pointoffact,what have thestnkes durmg the last year shown 
They have demonstrated t 1) that the lnd1an ca.p1tahsts unitedly With 

the British 1mpenalists have taken. the mo::~t brutal measmes to 
suppress the strike movemeht, (2) that the British Government ln 
India have not only employed armed forces to suppress the workers 
but they are introducing special legislation (The Trades D1sputes 
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Bill) to -oipple th.e workit1g·class movement; (3) th~t a section of 
the trad~ union leaders wtth the assistancJ of prominent nationalist 
politic1ansh~td back the movem:mt and continually sought to corn· 
promise witn. the cap1t11ists plltting more hope on the goodwtll of the 
exploiters t~aQ on the forces of the workmg elas$ f4) that despite tho1r 
weak orgamsa:.t10n, the broad masses of workers and women workers 
chose the rrght road when they came out on a wide front set~ing up 
stnke organs m the process of the struggle; and lastly, (SJ that, for 
victory .over the;capttahsts, strong mass trade unions aro necessary, 
imbued w1th the implacable &pirit of the class struggle, trade unions 
that w1ll struggle re&olutely against the capitalists and !lgainst the 
adherents· ptr class coliaboration m the ranks of tbe wo,rkers them
selves. 'I!hese lessons must surely be noted. The practical 
experience gamed by the masse& during the last few months of 
struggle when dass confronted class, is the most important acqui
sition of the~ Indian proletariat since its existence. All the weak and 
strong pointli- of the. movement must be studied and conclusions 
drawn for the tmpendmg class sb uggles. The experience of the 
last strikes makes 1t imperative that every elass·~onsClOUS worker 
should answer the question: What road has the TU movement of 
lndm to foilow 1 Is tl /()he the road of class stru&rle or tltat of class 
t()/labora!to1J f. In other words, will the trade un1on movement of t 

India be subservtent to and fGllow the lead of its capitalists and the 
foreign capitalists, or will it organise the masses and lead them in 
the struggle against capttnlism -and lmpcriahsm. 

This question is raised £01 the Indian workers not merely by 
the positiod at home but by the external position· of India. Bemg 
the Tichest colony of Great Brita1.n, lndta ,is subject to constant 
"concern" on the part of British ,imperialism. \V ~th the growth of 
consciousness on the part of the wide masses of toilers in lpdia, ,the 
British imperialists are confronteel with the question of ,new ways 
and menns of consohdating thcir,domination. :While, ·On the one 
hand, the conservative Goverr:.ment i:s suppresstng wtth fire and 
.§word the, emancipatory movement in India, on the other hand, it is 
endeavotumg to mfluen.ce Indta Lhrongh its democratic and socinllc;t 
agents. During·the last few years .the workers.o..f India have beetn 
in a pos1t10n to convmcc themselves :that the only aim of the rej'lrc

sentauves of .the Labour Patty ( e g., Graham Pole & Co. ) and th 
Trade Union General,Conncil .(Purcell, Tom shaw, etc.) was to 
dissuade the masses from takmg up the revolutiOnary struggle 
against Brit1sh tmj)erialism If there wer.e ~ny doubts on·this score, 
it would be sufficient to remember the attitude of the Anglo·lnd1an{ 
:mthonttes to the:~e" ~Labour·'' representatives ahd to contrast it 
with their treatment of the repre$entatives of the real class-conscious 
workers o£ England·( e. g Allison, Spratt). 

The imperialist character of the British Labour Party and 
l 
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the General Council of the British Trade Union Congress is so 
obvious that it is remarked on not only by such leaders of the Labour 
movement as Chaman Lal, but .nlso by s11ch moderate leaders of 
the Nationalist movement as Motih.l Nehru and others. Stlll, 
when Purcell and Ha11!:1worth, these commercial travellers of British 
imperialism, arrived in India, there weJ e leaders in the Indmn trade 
un,on movement who not only welcomed them in thetr destructive 
tasks, bl'lt conclude'.i nn agreement with them to cestroy the workers' 
welfare Lcague,which directly connected the Ir.dtan trade union move· 
ment with the Briti~h working class, and chose instead as their agents 
the very men who are trying to stifle the Indian s.truggle for indepen· 
dencc and who are supporting British 1mperiahsm in its exploita• · 
t1ons of the Indmn proletariat. Is it possible that Cong1 ess cnn 
f::ulto codemn this shameful busines~? The working class and its 
leaders must definitely 1eject any and every attempt at compromise 
'With the imperialist agents, who have shtppcd in their Imperialist 

·,goods under the flag of Amsterdam. ' 

" 
" Messrs. Purcell, Hallsworth & Co, these agents cf British 

impenalism and of the Amsterdam International aspired to take 
advantage of the paramount need of the working class of Indm to 
end this isolation. they sought to make use of its lack of connections 
'fith the world labour movement. They urged the labour organi· 
sations cf India to affiliate' to the Amsterdam International, as if 
such affihation would put an end to the isolation ,nnd estrangement 
of the Indian labour movement. This would not at all be the case. 
An International built up on the bas1s of nahonal ego1sm and of 
support ofimperialist designs, far from giving anything real to the 
~ h . Jab)ur movement of t c colomes, caTI only prove exceedmgly harm· 
ful • Why? Because the fundamental task of the Amsterda'U 
Intert1ational1s to weakut and' to disorganise the struggle agamst 
imp~rialism, and to surrend~r the tozling masses to Imperialist 
explo1tat10n. Look ~t the decisions of all its congres~es and you 
will find no resolut'on on mdependence for the colonies, but instead 
you will see scores of decisions taken d1rected against those who 
are strugghng resolutely agabst impenalism. You wlll not find 
there any hmgle dec1s1on br the untty of the world trade union 
movement, for the Amsterdam InternatLOnal 1s engageJ :'ystemati· 
cally from day to day m disruptmg the ranks of the workers m 
order to fac1ht'lte the attack of the capita'1sts. The Amsterdam 
lt1ternatwnal represents the greatest obstacle in the way of the 
crcat10n of a umted world trade u•1ion International. Whoever ts 
strtvmg for umty ca11,not support Amsterdam. 

The All India Trade Union Congress endeavoured to put an 
end to th~ 1solahon of the Indian Labour movement by setting up 
connetwns w1th the Pan Pac1fic Secretanat, but thanks to the ban 
of the Bntish Government thts effort was fr~1strated. It 1s hardly 

8 



likely th-at the Indian trade tmoin movement can continue ,to remain 
isolated from the labour movement throughout the world. The 

• question naturally anses whither and wxth whom? W1th the re~or· ' 
m1st or the revolutiOnary wmg of the TU movement? \V 1~h the 
Amsterdam lnternatwnal or w1th the Red International of Labour 
Unions 1 We are fully aware that the same two tendencies, the 
reformist and the revolutionary that are struggling in the world 
labour movement are likewise str}lgghng in the TU movement of 
India. The expenence of the recent strikes in India has shown 
dearly how dangerous is reforimsm lor the labour movement,wh1ch 
has to struggle agamst Lhe native bourgeo1sie and the foreign imper· 
ialists. The working class, stnving for victory, must extricate 
itself from reformist Ideology a"ld reformist pohcy, 1t must put 
forward new leaders to take the place of those who fall to carry out 
their class duty, in a word, for each one who surrenders, it must 
put forward hnndreds of new fighters and scores of new leaders. 

But this is not all. In order that the struggle shall give t~e 

maximum results, it is imperative to maintain organic connections 
w1th a mihtant International, the greatest umty posstble bemg set 
up in the workers' ranks in each country and on an international 
scale. The militant Red International of Labour Unions fighting 
for the nmty of the 1nternat1onal trade union movement appeals tO'I 

you, worker~J of India: Consolidate your ranks. Draw the mtllions 
of workers and women workers into the TU organisations. From 
out of the rank and file, from the masses themselves, put forward 
new 1eaders. Pay no heed to the exhortations of the agents of 
ijaJdwin & Co. Have nothing to do with. the social-imperialists of' 
the Amsterd~m International. Set up connections with the fightmg 
Red International of Labour Unions and jointly with it struggle for 
international trade union unity, for unity in the struggle against 
Capitalism and Imperiahsm. 

Long Live the M11itant Workmo- Class of lnd1al 
0 \ 

Long Live Independent- India L1berated from Imperialism! 

Long Live a Single Class In~crnational, Embracing the 

Unions of all Couo.tnes, Ra~es and Continents! 

EXECUTIVE "BUREAU 

RED INTERNATIONAL OF LABOUR UNIONS 

MOSCOW, October :3, 1928 

I 9 

• 
Signed: A. Losovsky 

General Secretary 



~ 

·r.· 221s <E> 
' 
I EinScfireiben I· 

Refistered E~jwes.t 

S. A. Dange, Eiq. 

c/o All-India. Trade Union Congress 

]haria, india 

1
01 Berhn U· ' 
L~ 796 w 

.. - "", 

Ind-ien 

, 
A letter dated 20- 10. 28 from I. 1 usefourtsoh of the 

Red International of Labour Unions, :Mo-scow;.' to 'V. s: <lh'&te Ofo• 
AU India 'Trade Union CongreSs~ Jlfa.ri~. 

(Vide Exh. P. 2215] 

P. 2216 (1.) 

At copy. of a,n cra.ppeal from th6 Red .International of Labour 
Unions" s1gned by A. Losovsky General Secretary, enclosed with 
the above letter. 

(V1de· Exh. P. 2215 (1) 
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P: 221ft (E). 

An envelope with the following Superscription. 
• 4 ~ 

V. 8. Ghate Esqr. 
' ,., 

~ C/o All India Trade. Union Congres~ 

Jharia 
Ind1a. 

Postal seal of: 

Berlin S. W. 

7· 11· 28. 

P. 2217. 
A letter dated 20· lOt· .2~ fro~ I .... ,! usefourtsoh of the Beet 

International of Labour Un1o'ns,S MOscow, to D. R. Thengdi Esqr. 
C/o All India. Trade Union Congress, Jharia. • 

...,. l r ,....,.. ,. ~ 

(V1de Exh. P# ~215) 

P. 2217 (1). 
. A copy of an ".appe~l fro1p, the ~ed ~n,erna.tiona,l of La.boUJ 

Untons" of 23-10-2,8 signed by .t. LosovskY, General Secretarr. 
enclosed with the a,bo~e letter. 

• .. 'l ) 

(V 1de EJ:h: P. 2215 (11 

11 



P. 2217 E . 
- . . 

An envelope with the followxng superscription: 

D. R. Thengdi Esqr. 

0/o Alllndia Trade Uni~n Congress. 

Postal seal of: 

Berlin 8. W. 

'1·11 .. 2S 

P. 2218. 

Jharia. 

• Indi~ 

A letter dated 20: 10· 28 'from I. J usefourtsch of the Red 
Interna.tiona.l of La.bour Unions, Moscow, to .s. H. Jhabwalla Esqr. 

, C/o All Indta. Tta.de Union Congress, Jharia, India. 

(Vide Exh. P. 2215) 

P. 2218. (1). 
r • 

A,oopy of "An appeal from the Red International of Labour 
Unions" dated 23· 10· 2a signed by A. Losovs~y, General secreta.ry 
enclosed with the above letter. 

(Vtde Exh. P. 2215 (1) ) 



To 

P .. 2218 E . 
.An envelope w1th the following superscrip~'ol}~-

" "' ..... 

S. H. Jha.bwala. Esqr. 

C/o All-Ind1a Trade Union Congress. 

Postal seal of: 

Berhn S. w. 
7- 11- 28. 

The Secretary 

C. P. Y. 

Jharia. 

India.. 

P. 2219. 
St ·xavier's Hostel 

Bombay 

6/3/29. 

Comrad~, . 
My final exam JS approaching and I have ta work: very ha.rd: 

so as to get through. I cannot find the tune ~o a.,tteniJ:: t1?.6 m,eetln~s: 
of the Ctrcle. Seeing th1s 1s the case I wish to resign my member· 
sh1p. I hope the other :wembers wdl accept it, · 

13 

Yours sincerely 
# 

' 
(Sd) Mir Lia.quat Hussain. 



\ 

P. 2219 (E) . 
. 

4ddress on the envelope: 

The Secretary 

C. P. Y. 

P. 2220. 
A leaflet in Urdu issued by the Workers' and Peasants' Party 

of Bengal, asking the Workers of the oppressed of the World to 
Unite, and to remember the 21st. January, the 5th Anniversary of 

" Lenin's death. 

--:o:--

P.222L 
Report dated 23/6/28 submitted by S. I. Harendra Bijoy 

Bose In connection with a stnke meeting at Bauriar where Ph dip 
Spratt and others spoke. 

(Printed Separately- Bengal speeches) 
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P .. 2222. 
Report D/· 9- 7- 28 submitted by S. I. Harendra Bijoy Bos ~ 

in connectiOn w1th a strike meetmg of the Chengatl Jute Workers 
Union, at Santosh Pur. P. S. Bauna, on 8- 7- 28 

(Printed separately-Bengal speeches) 

P. 2223. 
Report dated 16- 7- 28 subm1tted by S. I. Harendra_ Bijoy 

Bose regarding a stnke meeting of the fort Gloucester Jute Mill 
Workers, at the Karbala. Ma1dan, Bauria, on .1:5- 7· 28t where • 
K1shorllal Ghosh and others spoke. 

(Separately Pnnted- Bengal speeches). 
I 

P. 2224. 
I 

Report dated 3· 12- 28 submttted by S. I. H~rendra Bijoy 
Bose regarding a str1ke meeting of the Bauria Jute Workers Union 
held at the Karbala Ma1dan, Ba.uria on 2· 12· 28, where Goshustone 
and others spoke. 

(Separately Printed - Bengal speeches) 
I 

15 



· P. 2225; 
: I L. f...l t ... F 

(1tepoft dated g~ 12- 28 submitted by 8. I. Harendra. B1joy 
Bose regardtng a meeting org~nised t bf the Ballri~, l uta .Workers 
Umon at Karba.la Matdan Ba.uria, on 29- 12· 28 where Radha. 
r ~ • •4 

Ra.ma.n :Mttra and others spoke, 

• (Separately printed- Bengal speeches) 

I • t 

P. 2226. 
' 1 I 1~fftfrr .:,.t"\ _'{• 

Befort d8f.tec15~ ~- 29 submit.te4 QY S: I. :flarendra ]2ijoy 
~o~~ {egatdtng 'flJ mee~m~ org,~ni~~d bY, the :Baqr{a '-~ut~ Wor~er~' 
Union on 4- 1 ... 29 at the Karbala. ¥ai~"~t :Jla.u~if! v;~~rt! :{Jr~jllef 
and others spoke. 

' 
(Prmted separately-Bengal speeches) 

P. 222'7. 
, • ·, .. J,. t ;. 

Report dated 7-1- 29 submitted by B. L Harandra. Bijoy 
Bose tega.l1illng riilrneeMng ot!thd B~urta Jdte \Vorkats'-'Union hefd 
a.t Karbala Maidan, Bauria, on 6- 1- 29, wherein Sibriath 1'B&nerJe& 
and others spoke. 

twu, 
(Printed separately- Bengal speeches) 
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P. 2228. 
Report. dated 24· '4. 28 submitted by S I Harendra BIJOY 

Dose rega.rdmg a meetmg of the Ludlow Jute Mlll W01kers at 
Chengall on 24- 4- 28 wherem Spratt and others spoke. 

(Pnnted separately-Bengal speeches) 

r 2~29 • • 
A copy of the photograph of Abdul Hamid with his registered 

number of 14513 when he signed on for S. S. Elysia on 9-3-27. 

p 2230 • • 
A register containing the articles of agreement signed by the 

crew and also by the author1ties concerned. The following entry 
appears to be important. - " 

S.No,x•3· 

Name of crew: Abdool Hameed Abdul Curreem. 

Ship's name: ut. ship, 

Date·9 3·27. . 
In what capacity engaged: Coal Trimmer. 

Date an whkh to be } 
on board 12·3·!!7. 

Registerf'd No, of } 
certificate of service r 4513 

D:lte of Discharge 
Place 

27-5·27 .. 
Bombay. 

Signature of crew: Thumb Impression 

17 



P. 2230. (1). 
Thumb Impression of Abdul Hamid. 

p :r.231 • • 
Official Log Book showing the list.of crew and report of their 

·character &c. in respect of S. S. Elysia whtch sailed from Bombay 
on 12·3·27. & returned on 27-5·27. The following entry is important 

S. No. 113. 
' . Name: Abool Hameed Abdul Curnm. 

Ability: Very good. 

Conduct: Very good. 
I 

.P. 2232. 
A register containing the articles of agreement signed by the 

crew. The following entry appears to be important:-

S. No. 117. 

Name of crew: Abdul Hamid. 

Ship's name: xst. ship. 

Date: ••• s·6·27. 

Capacitv: - Coal Trimmer. 

Date on which to be } 

on board, 

Registered No. of } 
14513. 

certificate of service. 
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.. 
Date of discharge .... 20·§~27. 

- Bombay.· Place, -

P. 22JZ (1). . ., 

Thumb Impression of Abdul Hamid. 

Official Log book showing the list of crew &c. in respect
of S. S. Elysia which sailed from Bombaj on 8·6·27. & returned on 
20·8·27. The following entry -is~ important::--

S. N'o: 117. 

Name: Abdool Hamid. 

Ability: Very good. 

Condu~t: Very good. 

P. 2283 (2). 

Page 21 of the Log book showing "Load line and Ftee Board· 
and Draught of water/' The following entry is important:-

Date of clearance: 23rd July, 
Hour: 

Port: 
-· 8-30 a.m. 
••• Manchester, 

19 



p 2%34 
• • 

A register containing the articles of agreement signed by the 
crew on S. S. Elysia. The following entry appears to be important. 

S. No. 104. 

·Name of crew! Abdool Hamid Abdul Currim: 

Ship's name : 

Date: 

Capacity: 

ut. Ship. 

31•8•27· 

Coal Trimmer. 

Register No. of } 
14513· 

(:ert. of service. 

Date of discharge:} 251'j 

Place .... Marseilles. 

Cause ... Deserted. 

• ! 

P. 2235 [1]: 
Official Log Book showing the list of crew &c. in respect of 

S. s. Elysia which saited from Bombay on 5"9•27 & returned on 
g·r2·27. The following entry is im?ortant :-

5. No. ... 104. 

Name: .... Abdool Hamid Abdul Currim. 

Ability } 
Deserted. 

Conduct 



P. 2235 <2>. 
Page 3J of the Log Book in respect of the S. S. Elysia 

which sallcd from Bombey on 5-9~27 & feturned on 3·12·27. The 
following entry is important:-

Date of the occurrence: 25th. September 1927. 

Place of Occurrence: Marseilles • . 
Entries required by Act: Abdool Hamid Abdool Currim 

(104) went on shore and up till time 
of Sa1ling failed to rejoin Ship. 
He has left on board I wooden Box 
(locked). 

P. 2235 <3>. 
CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE. 

I 

Name: Abdul Hamid Abdul Karim. 

Date of release: 29• 3•28 

From what jail released: H. M's. House of Correction 

Byculla. 
Native Place: Gwahor. 

How Proceeding: Road. 

Sd/· Illeg)ble. 

H. Ms' House of Correction 

By cull a. 

--:o~--



P. 2235 <4>. 
Page 21 of the Log Book in respect of the S. S Elysia which 

sailed from Bombay on 5-9·27 & returned on 3-12-27. The folllowmg 
entry is important:-

Date of clearance: sth. September 1927. 

Hour: 4· 30 a. m. 

Port: Bombay-

P. 2236 <C>. 
A' copy of the order for the conveyance of distressed British 

Seamen, from Marse11les to B~mbay relatmg to Abdul Ham1d. 
Abdul Karim· Abdul,Hamid left Marseilles by the S. S. Morea 
on 2·,3--28 & was transferred to S.S. Razmak al Aden on n-3·28. 

'Which arrived at Bombay on 16·3·28. 

P. 2237 TO 2246. 
(Bombay Speeches-Separately Printed). 

P.· 2247 TO 2250. 
Speeches delivered by Messrs. Johnstone, Ryan, Bradley 

& Spratt pn 18·12·28 at the All India Trade Un10n Congress,Jharia 

(Printed Separately-Behar speeches). 
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P. 2251 

Secretary, 

10, Croftdown Road 

London N. W. 5· 

England, ut March 1929. 

All-India Youth Conference 

u6, Bow Bazar Street, 

Calcutta. 

Dear Comrade, 

I should very much like to get into contact with the Indian 
Youth Socialist Organisation. Unfortunately, however, I am 
unable to discover the address of any of the sponsors of this body. 
As I believe that their Conference in Calcntta recently, was held 
side by side the Conference of the All· India Youth, perhaps you 
will know at what address I can communicate with them. I should 
'be very grateful if you could assist me in this mntter. If you do 
know of the address of the Socialist Organisation, would you be 
good enough to forw.ud to them the enclosed letter 1 

I do not know whether you,. .organisation publishes any 
journal. IC so would you entertain the suggestion that you should 
exchange copies of it w1th the English anti· Imperialist Youth 
organ, the "Young Worker". 

We are always glad to have any news of Indian Nationalist 
Youth Movements, with which we are in t~e strongest sympathy. 

Yours fraternally, 

Sd/· F. C. Mel1onie B. A. 

' 

P. 2251 [E]. 
Address on envelope :-

' 
SECRETARY, 

All·lndia Youth Conference 

~ 116, Bowbazar Street, 

Calcutta, (India). 



p 3251 (l) 
• 

IC?, Croftdown Road 

London, N. W. 5, England 

1st March 1929. 

INDIAN YOUTH SOCIALIST ORGANISATION, 

CALCUTTA. 

Dear Comrades, 

I 

\Ve of the Young Communist League d Great Britain, 

welcome the resolubnos passed at your recent conference m 

Calcutta, your reJection of the Nehru Report, your demand for 

complete independence for India as a~ interim step only on the path 

to a Revolut10nary Worker~' Government and to Commumst 

Society. Should you succeed in your venture of pub!1shmg a 
1journal for the Youth in which your programme 1s advocated, we 

should be glad to exchange copies w1th our own journal, the 

''Young \Vorker" (38, Great Ormond Street, London W. C. 1). 

If you wiJ11et me know your address I shall be pleased to arrange 

,for thi~, paper, the organ of the Communist Youth m th1s country, 

to be sent to you regularly. We thmk it would be good to 

mamtam communications Wlth your organisation. \Ve struggle 

anamst the same ene1 y, Bntlsh Imperiahsm, and frequently must 

carry on campa1gns about the same events. Hence we should be 

acquamted w1th the movements that each is takmg. Any news you 

could send us're: the conditions o£1 the \\orking youth in Ind1a 

would be most u;;eful to us in the work of rallymg the y.7~t.ing 

workers of Great Britam to assist the Ind1an workers m their day 

to day struggles. 

Awaiting your reply, 

Yours fratern::~.1ly, 

Sd./· F. C. Mellonie B. A. 

:!4 



P. 2~51 <l>·<E>. 
\ .. 

Ad(lress on envelope 

Indian Youth Socialist Organisatib~. 
I 

--

~P• 22·52. 
io Croftdown Road, 

London N. W. 5· 

England 

ut March 1929. 

Young Indta Society of Calcutta, 

Dear Comrade, 

s. Samblur, Chatterj~e. Street, 

Calcutta. 

\Ve send herewith a copy of the cu:rent_ issue 6fiJte "Xo,ung 
\Vorker,.. As you will see the paper is the organ of Htt! ~oung 
Communist League of Great Britain. We are in Sympathy with 
all Nationalist Revolutionary bodies in India, and seek to, mobilise 
the British Young Workers to assist you in your struggle , against 
tbe , Imperialists. . 

I this we should be greatly assisted by any information you 
could send us from time to tizne regarding events and conditions in .. 
India, particularly with regard to the Youth. I£ you publish any 
journals in English we !hould be pleased to receive them. In 
return We wilJ, If yoU de~ ire lt, also COmmunicate With, you re CODdl• 
tionl of the Yo\ttb. here; and send to you copies of our owp paper. 

Awaiting your early reply. 

Yours fraternally, 
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P. 2252 [1]. 
' 

An issue of "YOUNG WORKER~' No. 88 (New Volume) 
jdated Saturday, March 2nd, 1929. 

P. 2262 [E] 
Superscription on the enve~ope :

'Young India Society of Calcutta, 

5, Samblur ChatterJee Street, 

Calcutta. 

P. 2&53. 
, A typed copy of an article "Independence of India League 

of lSengal, Calcutta" by M. N. Roy. , 

(Vide Exh. P. 1348 (37) ). 
' 

P. 22n3 [B]. 
An envelope with the following Superscription on it:-

Mr. Hari Kumer, Chakravery, Secy. 

Postal seal of : 
Berlin-Leipzig. 

Bahnpost. 
14-1 1•28. 

Independence of India League, 
u6 Bow hazar St. 

20 

Calcutta 
Indxa. 



P. 225~ • 
A typed copy of an article ''Independence of fndi~ League 

of Bengal, Calcutta'' by M. N. Roy. 

(Vide Exh. P. 1348 (37)) 

P. 2254 [E]. 
An envelope with the following superscription on it. 

Mr. Bhupati Muzumdar1 Secy .. 

Reception C<;url. All India Youngmen's Con£. 

Postal seal of: l t6 Bo'wbazar St. 

Berlin-Leipzig 

· Bahnpost 

14•1 1·28. 

I 

--

P. 2255 <P>. 

Calcutta 

India. 

Labour Rese~rch Department. 
I 

162 B\.'1ckingham Palate Roa.d, 

Westminister, London, S. W. 1. 

To Mr. K. L. Ghosh, Bengal T· U. Federation, 
I 

1 
34 Bow Bazar St., Calcutta, India. 

I 

To affiliation fee for £ , x'-o-o 
I 

the year August 

1928-29· 

2i 



• 
Superscription qn the envelope:-. 

'Postal seaf of: 

1 London S. W. 1 

Nov. 6, 1928, 

-
Mr. K. L. ·Ghosh. ' 

B-engal T. U. ·Federation." 

34 Bow Bazar Street, 

Calcutta, 
'>, 

India. 

-P. 2256. 

•A', Ieifer in 1Behg1tli ~f 19·7-28 from Muzaffar' !Ahmecl, "'the 
'Wif-'tkets• ·& Peasants Party of Bengal, 2/1 European Asylum Lane, 
Calcutta, to S. Tagore. c/o Miss Agnes Smedley, Holstemischest• 
'tasse; 36, II, Berlin-W!lmersdorf, Germany. 

~ Tel: Address:- • 

''Ganavani", Calcutta. 

0 rgan-"Gana vani" 

(Bengali Weekly). 

Max .. Zeise, 

Workers & Peasants 
~ 

Party of Bengal, 

2/I European 

Asyhtm Lane 

Calculta -19·7·28 

Berlin S.W. 48; Wilhelmstrasse, Nr. 131/32. 

Dear friend, 

I received your letter of the 5th May in time. I have also 
received your two letters of th~ J 9th June. Please note that no 
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money has been received by me, nor could it be traced in the Post 
Office. Money should have been sen~ through Bank. Please· write 
the name of our Party correctly in future.' Our 'telegraphic address 
is "Ganavani", Calcutta. W1th greetings • 

• 

Yours fraternally, 

Sd/- Muzaffar Ahmed, 

General Secretary, 

Workers' & Peasants' Party of 

Bengal. 

P. 2258-C . . 
' Copy of a letter in English from P. Spratt, 2/1 European 

· Asylum Lane, Calcutta,Dated, 18/7 addressed to Mr. S. Saldatwala, 
M.P., House of Commons, London, England. '(Intercepted at 
then Howrah Station Railway Mail Service Post Box on 19/7/28. 

Dear Comrade, 

I hope you will be able to make some use of- the enc1osed 
which is a copy of an article I am ~ending to the "SUND.A:Y 
WORKER". So far as I am aware, all statements made in it a1e 
accurate, but I shall send you further accounts from time to time if 
I can get more material. I intend, to- go there shortly 1f I possibly can. 

Yours Eraternally 

Sd/. P. Spratt;_ 

Enclosure:-A typed article in 4! pages, entitled "SUFFER-:. 
INGS OF THE PEASANTS OF ATIA". 

2J 



Copy of a letter df, ~8-.;-:.2a written by :p,. Sp;t;3t~ ~/\ ~~ropean 
Asylum La~e, Calcutta in a cover addressed to the Editor, The 
"Sunday Worker", 254 Gray's Inn Road London, W. C. 1, enclos· 
ing a typ~w~\t~ ~/~i~le. ~nd~~: ,heading "Sufferings of ~the Peasants 
of Atia": -

' Intercepted at Howrah, R.M.S. on 19·7-28. 

Dear Comrade, 

' 2/1 European Asylum 

Lane, Calcutta. , 

18/7/28. 

I hope you can manage to publish the whole or an abstract 
of this. It 1s accurate, so far as I can make out. To save you the 
trouble of lookmg it up, I may as well say that Mymensing is a 
large district (about s,ooo,ooo inhabitants) in the North-Eastern 
part of Bengal, about 300 mil~ ~ojn ~-aJcutta. There 1s no industry, 
no town of any size, and communication both within the district and 
o~ts.i14.Ef ~t, i~ noJ1 Vf~~y g~o,d,. Sq.. ~~~tJ~ i~ h.e!lE4 abf.>ut its internal 
a.ffa.irS;o Atia i~ one. <?f t~~ s,ul?fl:ivi~.i?.n_s. in the more inaccessible 
,l?a~$1 ~ ~e~r that tq, g«;t. there Y'?l! haveJ a(t~r leaving the .. train, to, 
g<?> ~y, ~'?fl.~ -'Pf11 on ~~rse~b~~~.. l: .i.q..te~d. t'! go a,s. soon as I can, but -
at present Strikes keep me very busy. 

,. I am sorry, by the way, that I have sent you nothing about 
1 ~~~1 h~~! -r.e~t. I hav:cr ~egan a~~9l~s .. for yo)l s_eveF~l tit)les, but 
· ~ve b~J!l! u~e ~ f1.q1~Jl t~eqt,. ~ S~flJl. cer~inly: c!_~ so as soqn as 

T no$Sib1v, ran. 
~ a:;~ "'' ''"' 'T .. ' 

Xour.s fratex;naUy 

(Sd.) P. Spratt. 

P. 2260. 
An tssue of the Pan-Pacific Monthly for the month of Ap:1l 

19~9· 



\ P. 22.60 [E]. 
- Supersta::iption ·OJ) th_e w~.pper:--

- R. Mitra' " 
I '• 

Bengal'Jute Workers Unio.n. 

97 Cornwallis St., 

Calc'-:~~· _!~~ia. 

P~ 2261 [E] 
An envelope 'Yith the foll'owing entri'es :.:... 

Shri Gouranga Press, 

71/1 Mirzapur Street. 
' 

College Square East; Calcutta. 
\ 

Md. Muzaffar Ahmad .••••.•••••••.••••• r.: ......... Dr. 
( -

2/1 European Asylum Lane \ 
' 

Bill No. wlth '\tol'lchttrt: ·~ N. Jl. 

~i7.2 
' J 

,Date: 7-8•281. Amoqp.t: 18':>/8/. 

Remarks. Less paid st/8/· 
~11.ick soJ.--

3·1·29· 10/· 

1·2·29. s/· 
If bills are kept kin<Hr sign this cover and state when 

payment will be made. 

Signature: Sd· Muzaffar Ahmad, 
I 

Call for payment on: 

Date 9·8·28. 

16•10·28. 

t·-2.·29. 
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~ P. 2262. ,, 

Verbation extract of a portion of the speech of Spratt at 
Mirzapur Park (Shraddhanand Park) on 4•4·28.• 

(Printed separately-Bengal speeches). . . 

P. 2263. 
Report submitted by Mr. N. C. Dutt, Government Reporter, 

Calcutta, regarding the Resolutions moved and carried at a 
scavengers' meeting near the Ochterlany monument on 5·3·28. 

{Printed separately. Bengal speeches). 

P. _2264 (1 & 2) 
Speech of Kishori Lal Ghosh at Desh bandh~ Park on 

8·5-28 in Bengali~ P. 2264 {1) was taken down by N.C. Dutt, 
while P 2264 (2) was taken Down by Nitaibari De 

Printed separately-Bengal speeches). 

P. 2265. 
Speecn of Kishori I .. al Ghosh in Bengali, at the Desh 

bandhu Park on 1 1·5·28t 

(Printed separately-Bengal speeches}. 
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P. 2266~ 
An issue t>l the Hindi .N~w~paper~ ~'Aj "· ~~ J;th June 

19~~. The articl~ ~aded ~~ Al~tio-n• ~~t tb.e Vntni~ ~ 
Communism ,. is important. -

I 

'P. 2267. 
. 

, An issue o'f th~ Hindi Newspaper '"' Aj"' dated 18th June 
1926. The article headea " lnd.ian Karl 'Marx •• by Ayodhy-a 
Prasad is important. · 

P. 2268. · [Pl, 
A Jetter dated ~7-3~9 ir.Am ~gx:(lt~ t'o Ah~w H;\\im. Ji'PJ' 

proving the hand writing and Signature of Spratt. 

---

r. 2269. rP). 
A posL ~rp dated 2S·3'1291rom Muzaffar Ahmed •to Abdul 

Halim. For proving the handwriting and signature of Mu:~~f{ar 
Ahmed. 
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P.-· 2270 -<P>. 
,. 

A post card dated 26·3·29 from Dharani Goswami to Babu 
Ashutosh Roy. For proving the handwriting and signature ofJ 
Dharani Goswami. 

P. 2~71 <PJ. 
A post card dated 26·3-29 from Kishori Lal Gosh to Sj. 

Ha.~a La.l Cosh, For proving the handwriting and signature ol 
Kishori Lal Ghosh. 

--:o:,--

P. 2272 <P> 
. 

A letter D/· 1-4·29 from Kishori L~l Ghosh to Sj. Hara Lal 
Gosh.·· For proving the handwrit}ng and signature of Kishori Lal 
Ghoih. 

P. 2273 [P]. 
I 

Letter dated l·4·29 from GopaL6asa.k to Sailen Mittra. For 
proving the handwritmg and signature of Gopal Basak. 
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P. 227 4. ·[Pl .. 
Post card dated 27·3·29 written partly in Bengali and partly 

in English by Gopal Basak to Brindaben Basak. For proving the 
Bengali ha;ndwriting of Gopal Basak. · • 

· P. 2275 <P>. 
. 

Post eard dated 19-4.29 from Gopen Chakravarty to 
Nripendra Krishna Chakravarty. For proving the English 

'handwriting and signature of Gopen Chakaravarty. 

P. 2276 <P>. 
Post card dated 20 .. 4:29 from Shibnath Banerji to I. B. Sen. 

F,or proving the English. handwriting and signature of Shih Nath 
Jlenerji. 

p. 2277 (P)I 

Post card d;ted 20·4~29from Shib Nath Banerji to Dwark"~ 
Nath Vendanta Ratna. -For proving the English handwnting and. 
signature of Shih Nat~ Ban~rj~ -
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I 

P. 2278[P]. 
. .A pqst ~llrd 4~e4 26,{ J/29 from ~adllaramaq Mitra to Baniil'rl 

. Ghandra Mukherji. For prov1q~ t~ \landwdtmg and si~nature in 
English of Radha Raman Mitra. 

P. 2279 <PJ •. 
I A letter ~ted 1!1/!/29, f{OJUll,F- B$dl~y ·to Mr. s~ndw~l 

of Bombay. For IJlJ10Ving ,th~ hand witi~ .flltd ~i.lrnat~r~ ~~ Brad!~J 
in Engliah. 

\11 r 

I 

P ... 2280 <P>~ 
A post card dated 1/4/29 from S. V. Ghate to I. Appajirao, 

B~mbay. For proving the English handwriting and signature of 
S.V. Ghate. 

P. 2281fPl- · 
A post card dated 26/3/29, from£;- V.'Ghate, to •C .. G. Sh-ah, 

Bombay. For proving the English Handwriting and signature of 
S. V. Ghate. 

' 
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I 

P. 22:82' [Pl 
I'). post card dated ,25/3/29 from S. H. Jhabwala,to Zulmiram 

n. Chaudhary, Bombay. For proving the English handwriting 
11-nd signature of S.H. Jhabwala. 

P.228-3[Pl 
~~~ ---

' r ' 
I o 

A ~~~t~r datep 8/4/29,,from D.R. T.h.engdi, to L. B. Bhopat .. 
kar, Poona. For provmg the hand_writing and signature in 
English of D.R. Thengdi. 

P. 2284 [pJ. 
A letter dated 1/4/29, written in ~nghs1h1 by .J<.N. JogJ~kar . 

and g1gned in Marathi by A.A.Ahve, to Ganu Sagun Satam of 
BOMBAY. For proving the Enghsh handwriting of Joglekar. 

A post card dated 24/3/29, from S. S. MiraJkar, to S. V, 
Deshpande of Bombay. For proving the English' hand~writing a~d 
signature of S.S. Mirajkar. · 
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I P. 2286 (P). 
A letter dated 24/3/29,from R.S. Nimbkar, to D.M. Pangar· 

kar, Bombay. Fot proving the English handwriting and signature 
of R.S. Nimbkar. 

P. 2287 (P). 
1 I 

A post card dated 22/3/29, ·from Shaukat Usmani to B. T. 
Randive· of Bombay. For proving the English hand·writing and 
signature of Shaukat U smani. 

P. 2288 (P). 
An und:;tted post card from Gangadhar Adhikari to J. M, 

Adhi~ari, Bom~ay. For proving the English hand·writing and 
signature of G. M. Adhikari. 

P. 2289 (P). 

A letter dated 29/3/29, from Gangadhar Adhikari, to Bhal· 
chandra T. Randive of Bombay. For proving the English hand .. 
writing and signature of G. M. Adhikari. 
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P. 2290 (P). 
, A letter dated 8/4/29, from M. G. Desai, to Dr. Jamnabai 

Desai of. Bombay. For proving the English hand·writing and 
Signature of M. G. Desai. 

fkt·~ 
P. 2291 (P). 

A letter dated 1/4/2g,from G.R. Kasle to his son Bhaskar G. 
Kasle, Bombay. F6:r proving the Marathi hand writing of G. R; 
Kasle, 

P. 2292-(P) . . 
A letter dated 27/3/29, from Dharamvir Singh, to Nawab 

Sir Ahmed Said Khan Sahid, Nainital. For proving the English 
hand·writing and signature of Dharamvir Singh. 

--o:--

P. 2293 cPJ. ---
A post card dated 'J."]/3/2g,from Dharamvir Singh to BJlopal Singh 

of Bijnor. For proving the Urdu hand·writing of Dharamvir Singh • 

. ,--

-



. 
P. 2294 [P]. 

A post-card dated 24/3/29, from ,P .. C. Joshi, to Manohar Lal, 
Allahabad. For provmg the English hand·wrlting and signature 
of P. 'C Jo~hi. 

·p. 229~ ~[P] . 
. An undat~d po.st card from 1P •• C ~1 oshi to Purn::mand 

Upadhyaya. Meerut. For proving the Enghsh hand-writmg and 
signature of P •. c. Joshi. 

I 

,, 

,P. 229.6 \[P]. 
A-post card dated X/4/29, from .Biswanath MukerJi to ,Pt. 

Sitaram Sukla. Bastr. For proving the English hand-writing and 
I signature of Dr. Biswanath Mt1kerJI. 

P. , 2297 [P]. 
~ ---

' A·.post card without date from Gour1 Shankar Sharma in 
Hindi. For proving the Hindi hand·writmg of Gourishankar 
Sharma. 
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P. 2298 <P>: · --
- I ' 

A post card dated 1/4/29, from Laxmanrao Kadam to B. 
Parbatrao Kadam,Jhansi. For proving the Hindi hand-writing 
and signature of Laxmanrao Kadam. 

P. 2299 <P>. 
I 

A post card dated 1;4/3/29, from M.A. Majid toM. Mahomed 
Hu~ain, Lahore. The contents are in Urdu while the address i's 
in English. For proving the Urdu and English hand-writing aJld 
signature of M. A. MaJid. ~ 

A letter without date from Sohan Singh Josh r to Pro. 
NaranJan Singh, Amntsar. For proving the English hand·writin' 
and signature of Sohan Smgh Josh. 

--:•.--

P. 2301 P>. 
A post card dated 26/3/29, in Urdu from Sohan Singh. Josh 

to Gyani Gurmukh Smgh. Amritsar. For proving the Urdu,han<1~ 
wntmg and signature of Sohan Singh Josh. 

-!1 



. 
P, 2302 [p]. 

, , An undated post card from Kedar Nath iehgal, to Girdhari 
tall Delhi. For provmg the English band-writing and signature 
of Keder Nath Sehgal, 

P. 2303 (S). 
An applic~tion to the Additional District Magistr~te, Meerut, 

sie:ned by .so~e of the accused~ For proving the Signatures of the 
1'.-ing:~-

B. F. Bradley. · 

K. N. Joglekar. 

P. Spratt. 

Gopendra Chakravarty. 

R. S. Nimbkar 

Laxmanrao Kadam. 

Shaukat U smani. 

So han Singh Josh, 

.M.G. Desai 

4l 

Gauri Shankar. 

-Pharani Goswami. 

S. A. Dange. 

Kedar N ath. Saigal 

P. C; joshl. 

G. Adhi Kari. 

A. Prasad. -

R. Mitra • 

Gopal B asak. 

Kishori LaJ Ghosh, 

M.A. Majid. 

)luzaffw Ahm~d. 



A petition to the Additional District Magistrate Meerut, 
s1gned by most of the accused.. For proving the signatures of the 
following:-

R. S. Nimbkar Gopal Basak B. Mukerji 

K. N. Joglekar R. Mitra M.A. Majid 
I 

B. F. Bradley S. S. Mirajkar Ajbdhia Prasad 
I 

Kedar N ath Saigai 
- l_ 

H. Lester Hutchinson. So han Singh Josh Muzaffar Ahmad 
I .. 

S. N. Barerji Lakshman Rao Kadam 
. 

S. Huda Dhara.ni Goswami G. R. Kas1e 
• (Marathi) 

G, Chakraburty Shaukat Usman:i 
I 

G. Adhikari M.G. Desai S. H. Jhabwala, 

S. A. Dange P. Spratt K. L. Ghosh 

Gouri Shankar S. V. G.ha~ D. R. ~Then gdi. 

P. C. Joshi A. A. Alwe (in Marathi) 

p. 2305· 
A photograph of M1rza Mohamed Ali Shah Sipassi. On the 

book of the photograph there is the fallowing endorsement:-

As a token of remembrance and Trust of friend:,hip to Seth 
Ali Mohame<YSahib. 

\ ' 

Sd. M. c. SIP.t\SSI 

Pondicherry. 
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P. 2306 <S> 
Register of declaration regarding the place of residence of 

strangers, kept by the chief of Police, Pondfcherry. No. 1849 
refers to Mirza Abdul Mahomed Khan Sepassi and he has signed 
the declaration in Urdu. For proving the Urdu Signature of 
Sepassi. 

I 

P. 2307 [A]. 
An application D/. 12·,·24 written by Sepassi in the 

pr~sence of.~· \V. 289 Mr. S.C. Mani Pillai at the Dictation of 
.R. C. L. Sharma. 

P. 2307 <B>. 
This is the signature of R. C. L. Sharma below the petition 

n1entioned at P. 2307 (a) At the end of the petition there, is a Certi
ficate wntten and signed by Sharma in the presence of P. \V. 289 
Mr ~ S. C. Mani PiJlai. 

I 

P. 2308. 
A Ch1t with the hand writing and Signature of Sepassi. 

-u 



p. 2309. 
1 

A Chit of paper having three Signatures of R. C. L, Sharma · 
on it. These wete,..re(!orded ·in presence of P, W. 289 Mr. S. C, 
1\tani Pillai and the~hief of Police, Pondicherrv. I 

' 

r P. 2310 
A photogr:aph _of R. C. L. Sharma. 

Sir, 

l I t ' 

Bombay ~9t4, August 1927. 

Under the auspices of the Workers and Peasants Party, 
Bombay, a public meeting was held yesterday at the ¥arwadi 
MEETING TO P~OTEST Vidayalaya Hall to protest against 
AGAINST ELECTROCU· the electrocution ot Sacco and 

· TION OF 'SACCO & VAN· V'anzetti. ' S, H'. Jhabwalla (Vas 
' ZETTI. · ., . voted to the chair as B.G. Horni· 
man who was to1

preside over this mee,ing'did not turn up.· A pout 
\ ' "" ' 

• 300 persons were present. · , 
.. ,. t • 

S. H. Jhab'Walla explaining the progress of the Workers· 
Movement in India: said that inspite of adverse forces and political 
and economical obstacles -nearly half a lakh of labourers were 
organised under different Trade Unions .at present. He regretted 
that the Indians • v.:ere not taking interest in the International 
Labour Movement, and appealed to those present to become 

'members of the P. & Workers• ·party. 
I'' 

He emphasised upon the necessity of international brotherhood 
of workers and pointed out that it was that sentiment of brotherhood. 
that compelled them to convene that meeting, raise their voice of 
protest against the injustice done to two Italians who had settled as 
labourers in America. He divided· the Population of the whole 
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P. 2306 <S) 
Register of declaration regarding the place of residence of 

strangers, kept by the chief of Police, Pondicherry. No. 1849 
refers to Mirza Abdul Mahomed Khan Sepassi and he has signed 
the declaration in Urdu. For proving the Urdu Signature of 
Sepa&si. 

P. 2307 [A]. 
An application D/. 12·Z·24 written by Sepassi in the 

pr7sence of.~· \V .. 289 Mr. S. C. Mani Pillai at the Dictation of 
.R_ r_ T __ .Sh!:trm~. 

P. 2307 <B>. 
This is the signature of R. C. L. Sharma below the petition 

mentumed at P. 2307 (a) At the end of the petition there is a Certi-
1 

ficate written and signed by Sharma in the presence of P. W. 289 
Mr .. S. C. Mam Pillai. 

; 

P. 2308. 
A Chit with the hand writing and Signature of Sepas.si. 



p. 2309, 
A Chit of paper having three Signatures of R. C. L. :=.narrna · 

nit. These wete,.rec!orded'in presence of P, W. 289 Mr. S. C. 
wlani Pillai and the~Chiefof Police, Pondicherry •. 

. i 

, P. 2310 
A photograph of R. C~ L. Sharma. 

,P. 2311. 

Sir, .. . 
Under the auspices of the Workers and Peasants Party, 

Bombay, a public ~eeting was held yesterday at the Marwadi 
MEETING TO. P~OTESt Vidayalaya Hall to protest' agamst 
AGAINST ELECTROCU· the electrocution of Sacco and 

· TION ,OF 'SACC-O & 'vAN· V'anzetti~ · S. H'. jhabwalla was 
' ZETTI. -. . voted to the chair as B.G. Horni• 
man who was to'preside over this meeting did not turn up.- A pout 

\ I I 

• 300 persons were present. ' , 
f ,.,, ) I 

S, H. jhabwalla explaining the progress of the Workers~ 
Movement in India: said that inspite of adverse forces and political 
and economical obstacles ,nearly half a lakh of labourers were 
organised under different Trade Unions . at present. He regretted 
that the Indians, were not taking interest in the International 
Labour Movement. and appealed to those present to become 

'members of the P. & Workers' party. 
J J i ~ I 

He emphasised upon the necessity of international brotherhood 
of workers and pointed out that it was that sentiment of brotherhood, 
that compelled them to convene that meeting, raise their voice .of 
protest against the injustice done to two Italians who had settled as 

· labourers in America. He divided the Population of the whole 
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world mto two sections i. e. the nch and lhe Foor and said that the 
latter were being crushed and expl01ted by the former. In h1s 
opmion th'(' ~xploitation and oppressi0\1 to wh1ch the poor were 
~gb;~cted by the Capitalists and Impeuahsltc Governments, could 
only be stopped by a wass revQlt. Unless S\.:'1~9- fl., mass·moyernent 
was set a-foot in Indta, said the speaker, no f1eedom could be 
expected for her. His experience of.the past 10 years' work 
amongst the workers show that the Capitalists and Government 
were adament to even accede to the genume demands of the Jab· 
ourers. As soon as all the workers were organised, mass revolution 
could be declared but by revolution, he said, he did not mean blood· 
shed, aeroplanes hovering over head, and cannon blowmg because 
when workers and labourer~ were um~ed, freedom could be had 
wtthin 5 minutes without shedding a drop-of blood. 

?t~ ~ S.A. Dange who ~poke next d.nered from the President's 
advocatmg beforehand fixed up policy of non-vwlence, or violence, 
because no body could exactly guage the psychology of the ma~ses 

' 5 years hence when they were fu1ly orgam~ed. He advised the 
leaders not to com1t themselvei by la-ymg out a fixed pohcy to create 
another Bardauh. He conld not say whether the revolutiOn when 

~ , the hme came would take the form of Parliamentary constitution, 
or Russian Revolution or Fascism as m Italy. 

' 

He scathingly crit~ceised both the £ongress and the Assembly 
and satd th~y were useless to render any se1 v1c~ to the masses. 
He pomted out !he~r failtite to rmse thetr voice against that sort Qf 
tyranny of American Impenah"m mspite of the fact that they are 

. fully cogm.sant of' an the fact$ bf Sacco-Vanzet~l~Ca-s~·. 

Co"ntmumg S.A. Dang:@ decla~ed tb,.1.t class st1 uggie agamst 
Impe~iahs.1;11 and capitahsm was becoinmg stronger .and .stronger 
~and contrr~,dicted 'Reuter's news t.Q.at Communism was. coolmg clown 
in England 12!.Yerging, from the_ suQiect, the speaker refened to 
the ·Gujrat 'Flood 'Rel~ef'Fund and opmed that it was also a stqnt 
of the Cap1dlist and loan-mongers hkp Sir Purshotam and others, 
'who were contnbuting to that fund not out of mercy or compassion 
but f<>r th_~ir; o\v,r.. b~nefi~ bec~use tf the G.ujra.t peasants are not 
:Rroducmg enough, they wo1,1ld not de.nve full profits out of their 
earnu:g. It was therefore in the inter<."sb of the Capitalists that the 
peasants o~ GuJrats should be accommodated. He further referred 
to tre bmt of Mr. V. 1. Patel regarding one Crore which he would 
trym, the Assembly to be voted for rehef work m Gujrat andsurcasti· 
cally remarked that it would. be advanced at a low rate of mterest 
but-1f the crops fa1l, utensils and ornaments of these poor people 

· wo1.1ld be attached to enhance the1r miseries. 

R.S N1mkar then read out excerpts from the statements of 
Sacco and Varzetti to the Court and sa1d that they were ser.tenced 
to death because they were radtcals. S S. MirnJkar also spoke in 
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Marath1 explaining why tb~t meeting was convened under the auspi· 
ces of his Party. ' 

The following resolution was then put to vote from the chair 
and passed-

RESOLUTION. 

"That this meeting of 'the citizens of Bombay condemns 
. the action of the American Imperi:tlists in condeuuaing ~o death 

two innocent labourers Sacco & Vanzetti inspite of ,the protes~s 
of the world Proletariat but ag~in thanks the American Imperfalists 
fot exposing the barbarism and ruthlessness of Capitalism and 
thereby giving more 1mpetus to the oppressed Proletariat of the 
world to unite against Imperialism in every country.'' 

The pamphlet entith!d Sacco and Vanzetti, from which 
Nimbkar read out pages 3 to 8 and 10 was on sale for one anna per 
copy at the meetmg a.nd is put up herewith. The, follwing books 
were also exhib1ted for sale outside the Hall:- r 

I. Comrtunism. 2. Science & Socialism. 

3, Appeal to the Young. 4· Wage, Capital & Labour. 

-5· Sccial Rev_ol11tion. 6, Hundred Percent Indian. - ~ 

(Sd.) A.K. Chaudh~ri. 

$ub-Inspec.tor of Police, 

B. Branch. 29/8/27. 

p. 2312 [PJ 
I 

My de~r friend, 

Your letter and Ry. rece1pt posted on monday I got alnght 
yesterday. It would have been much l.;ettet, if.you had time -of seemg 
me, before you•went. There were sorne more 1mportant points and 
my personal requests were even more urgent. than any other matter. 
I thmk you have to go out soon for the sake of those things. Please 
come to me as soon as you can. 

47 



·This week, I have received a. letter fdr Calcutta and it 1s 
being sent.herewrth. Please send lt soon. I thmk, 1t is for our 
newly returned comrade who has ~refe.red. my post box.. M A. must 
be knowing him and you can use his address, wrth a small note. 

Next month I intend to change the house and there the 
water is to be fatohed from tb.e rode pipe. Therefore a b1g brass pot 
1s reqmred badly and you must bnng 1t whether new or old. 

I; 

Please dont use' the 1st address for few days more. It lS 

simply my precaut10n and nothmg else. 

Wrth respect$ to you all 

· P. 2312 [P] [1]. 
\ 

l/12 1/II 6/I5 9/F IO/I 9/19 I8/5 . 5/15 8/xs 

6/4 9/2I 5/5 3/9 II(24 7/9 6/4 20/6 , I/2 3/IF 

I/n 13/9 2/6 3/3 2/x 1/16 3/9 13/xo 3/8 7/12 . 
7/9 ' s/2I I8/S IJ/Io 7/Io I/8 I/IF x8/6 I s/x3 

18/8 I6/2 . I2/13 13/F I3/I 13/9 1/2 2/I 7/9 5/2I 

2o/x 16/2 xofx Is/xF 8/xs 3/1F 6/s 1 3/x 15/F 

2/6. xF/6 18/5 20/6 3/IF uixo 22/4 9/1F 12/3 

15/4 3/xF 15/l 7/24 3/3 6/Is 7/12 1/9 x/12 x/4 

8/21 3/5 2/6 xj1F 16/2 5/4 1/12 x/xo 3F/z6 

x;jx6 14/19 t/6 I5/F 5/3 X/9 3/I 5/15 13/9 20/I -.. ... -
2/6. 9/IF 13/I 14/19 I/19 2/I 16/2 3/5 IJ/10 

2/I 6/15 7/2 x/IF 16/2 I/4• 13/9 I/II 1612 8/:ll 
12/6 24/23 13/1 xF/6 13/9 . I/6 5/3 9/F J/IF 
13/x x/9 4a/s 9/F 3/rF s/6 18/8 x/9 a/rF xs/s 
1/II 9/IF 20/6. I/'1. SJ6 3/5 24/23 1/10 13/9 

15/1 xs/x3 9/F 2/6 II/I F/12 1F/2-I 18/6 8/u 

1/19 2/1 13/10 7/12 J 19/16 22/4 12/3 16j2 3/x 

7/24 '5/21 I/12 9/F 22/4 13/1 I/12 '13/10 5/6 

xo/~ 1/9. 2/6 3/5 2/1 3/8 15/4 13/1 J x/4 xs/F 
7/1 l3/1 16/2 2/i 3/8 7 I x 13/1 9/19 Io/x xS/s 
15/4 20/6 xFf6 5/4 I/4 2/6 II/Io 14/19. II/Io 

~/u xfx6 s/xs s;u 20/6 6/4 xsfs l/19 12/3 
' ' I 
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3/IF 3/5 2/6 13/10 7/12 22/4 8/IS I/16 22/J,, 

20/1 24/23 I/IF ~0/18 18/8 18/-::o 3/15 13/1 16/2 

IF/u 20/6 I/12 I/11 xs/F 3/•'s 9/F IS/4 2/0 

s/4 13/5 15/5 18/5 z8/6 8/2I 1/n \ 1.5/F- 3/xs 
20/1

1 
16/2 15/4 2/1 l/19 18/8 '//24 \ 1/9 12/J 

14/19. 

P. 2312 rll [Tl. 
Translation of the Cypher. 

Received all your letters. Do not forget building port orga· 
nisations. Meet Spratt and comrades in Bombay and Madras. Roy 
gone to China. Reand (send) a comracre to meet him there. The 
Comrade (sic) should go to Japan and (sic) report himself to Janson 
of Soviet Embassy. Send delegates to Pan Pacific Conference to be 
held in Canton in May. 

P. 2313. [P]. . 

lrfy dear Brother, 

Jhansi 

31•5•26. 

After waiting long time for the reply of Elder E left. Calcutta 
and ~ached here in last week. , 

Others have decided to open the Central office in Dt.lhi. 
instead of Calcutta. Mr. Bagerhotta has opened the said. office in 
Delhi and he wlll continue his work from tP,ere. You. might have 
rece1ved ou; manifesto and also a pamphlet of Mr. Satyabhak..ta. 
In reply to that pamphlate I had sent a contraduction to "Pratap•• 
and they have pubhshed it. I am sending the cuting here with ~f 
the above contraductlon. U nfortunatly it was not puiJhshed full • 

• 



. 
Tl:iey have cut off a'mo!t iinpoifant paragraph'l'n wnith ·x tried to 
pf'ove tltat!he is~'propagan\iing\to r~eeife·mm:rey from!'l\ladco. 

I iLyou have received any reply of my 'letter please s~nd on 
tlie iddress~whicli I~had"given to "'you. 11 am \s~ndirig hetewith a 
letfer1 to Elder. 'Please 1se'ntliS6tb (cul:il\g and Ietter)t~o Elder. 

I met with some emergency. So I am in need of s6'1ne money. 
II you are in position to send me ao/·. Please ·send this money on 
Chirg.oon adress as soon as possible. I will return this money but 
cannot promise for the time. I am asking this from your person 
and also post a letter on town &chool'address. I hope you wont fail 

, to send this some on receiving my letter. I am expecting to receive 
before or on 10th of next month, and also send me a new address . . 

Here is address forvMr .. t.' 

lt1side "Tagore" 

ADDRESS-

i '(• fi> .. ,.. - -

MANIK DEVI 

rc/ol R.lM.~D:AS Esq., 

PLOT 72B SAHiBBAGJfN 

P. 0. KALIGHAT 

CALCUTTA 

Yours 

· ~ (Sd). Alakh Prokash 

You can use town school address for many also. 

I am very sorry write you that I lost my grandfather while I 
wa.s in Calcutta. 

,P.-2313.<P .E). 
"'N. Swamy 

'iS ·Nilviraswarny Chetty Street 

TR.tPLICANE 

~' 1MADRAS, 



P. '2314. 
' 

A post card ~..date.d rJO•J'"~ in )lrdl.l 'lr.orr\ ,,S~pa.s$i .to,..AJi I 

Mohamed Sa it Proves the Urdu handwriting of Sepassi. 
' ' ' 

Addr'ess on the, post card:-

Mr. Ali Mo~"JJJad:SJjt, 

·JJ,Rue RaJJgapWai 

1>ouQ.ich~rry, 

Jnde·l:rancaise 

· P. 2315 [P]. 
29 Sep. 1926 

Dear Friends, 

Yours letters were all received. While waiting for sending 
2 detailed reply to them, I am wnting th.is note for your and B's. 
perusal. Please note!thc,fdllowing l-' . 

1 {1) AU of you complain . ..for not re&eivi~g commq.nications 
papers and money from us, but have you ever thought tha~ yoll.h~ye 
never taken care sending us adequate addresses where things sho11ld 
be sent 1 One installment of money was sent to J. P's address which 
he gave sometime ago. l..hope yoa have received that. About 
further mstaUments a letter was sent to his address, Please give 
us addresses for letters, papers, money etc. 

(2) The dirty remarks mentioned in our letter and denied in 
your last Jetter came fro'm: Cal~utta. :Our letter.fWas a circular one 
and therefore it had to cover all the pomts. 

(3) I hope you have received a "Word" from-sh. "'In addi· 
tion to that 1£ a "Herald'' comes fmtll1J1!t please:receive him. Take 
care that it is used by the t:_igh,t person, because if this letter does 
not reach you safely then 1t may be abused. 

(4) A friend "Campbell" would address your coming Confe· 
renee. Please give h1m all .-facilities to address the meeting and 
disappear safely. Of course you will verify as to his identity. He 
wlll be mslructed to, come in contact with you not you personally 
but any of you. 



(5) Please send the Urdu letter to Nasim 
I 

(6) Is J. P. receiving all our letters sent to Rewari, and paper 
sent to Hamilton Roadl Give us more addresses 

' 
I 

(t) T~legrams from a~road will be ,ent to your Conference. 

(8) Something must be done at Bombay to' receive and dis· 
tribute literature. 

(9) It is advisable and good for the cause if Shand you. 
discontinue recriminating campaign against each other and work 
together like comrades. 

(ro) My letter which j. P. reports not to have received was 
sent to Sh. may be he did not forward it. 

(u) You have got a telegraphic address from us.. The date 
and such small things can be wired there, if necessary. 

· I have already written to you not to come. Wait till you get 
explanation. Please dont be impatient. 

Greetings Sd. M.A. 

P. 2315 <P) <1>. 
\ 

A letter in Urdu dated 29·12·26 from Sepassi to Nasim, 
Majid etc. 

P. 2315. <P> <E> {1) 
Superscription on the envelope: 

Mr. N. Sawamy 

19 Nilivirasami Chetty St. 

Triplicane, 

Madras 

India. 



P. 231'5 <P>- (F> (2>. 
' . 

Superscription on another envelope:

Iyengar. 

~P. 2316. 

r< . ( 

An Urdu letter dated 7·I0·25 from Sepassi to Mr.- H. M. 
Cassime. Proves the Urdu handwriting of Sepassi. 

P. 2316 rEJ [1]. 
Superscription on the envelope:-

' • J 

Mr. H. M. Cassime,· 

sF Rue du Cazi, sF. 
Pondichery 

Indo-Francaises • . 

P. 2316 [El [21. 
Another envelope with the following name: 

"Lala''. 

' ... 



r. ~11 
2 Photo~raphs ~~ ~ep.~~~n~~~ ~~t~ 'fagpr~. 

' 

P. '2318 
. An issue of a w'klx r~ws{n,l.per '~Pratap'' in Hindi dated 

30 .. 5'"26. The article head~d 'Mr.' s1ttyabhakta and Communism"' 

b.Y J}fPdpy~p~~~~d ~.~ #ngor~~~~· 
I 

P. 2319. 
~ • ;.J ,. ........ 

1 Ajudhia lprasad S/o Ram Prasad Kayasth of Jhansi, do 
declare that I am the Keeper and Printer of a Printing press situ· 
ated in house No. xas, P~~a~~~ 'jharisi.~ tFo~inerfy ~kn~wn as 

· ~·sahas Press" now to be_ named as '~•La.~ou,r fr~-s~." 

Sd/· A,htdhia Prasad. 

Declared 'before me 

~~d/- IJlegible. 

Joint Magistrate 

~30/6/26, Jhansi. 



P. 12320 <P> . • 

Jam. 28, 1926. 

My dear Friend 
... ''I'" .J , I ~ 

Your letter dated 7/11/25 reac'p.ed ~;here J ]lave peen staying ior 
several months. Itga.ve me great nti~faction t~a~ .you are Jn'l~tng 
so ptnch progress m spite of the tremen4ous gifficulties.. The situ
ation is very favourable an<J we are su.re ~o go ahead. I ~un sc_:> 
qistressed by my inability to come to your aid more actively. 

Your speech .at the- ;Postal Emplo) ees Conference was very 
good . .What is necessary now is to fol)ow it up in deeds. Your sugge~ .. 
tjons )lave reached me through the co:nradc \vp.o vi~ited you lately. 
I genet:ally agree wltb t.he plan w1th some ex.ccptions. The friend 
wntes th~t the proposttion is to form a Social Democratic Party. I 
am

1 

against it.~ The party wlli be JUdgea b'y 'the Government not by 
JJI! I b b • I f h t d 1ts name, ut y 1ts programme. I ·t e par y a opts a communist 
p~ogr~mme~· ~ ddi~rent name would '·n~t· save it. · If it adopts a 
Social' Democratic Program~e, 'it would £ail to meet the situation. 

( l ,' ,., j • j ~ l • I T I ' ' 
I ~m not aware O!l what programme you propose to form the pa_rty, 
tpe~efore my re~edi~ns must ,be confined to generalities. 

' ThJ lrienn writes thdt he had met a number of people who are 
in favour df'a rnew party otgamiation and says that as ~oon as there 
will be a party, large numbers from the Swarajist and Ga~dh1st 
ranks will join. Tlus ls very gooc;l perspective. Our Jme should 
b,e !1 d~~l organisation : a' le~al nationalis,t 

1 

part_y with a radical 
rep~blican programme (P:eopJes) Party) :an~ an 1lleg.:!, Commums,t 

~:~:::~. ~:::!;<::~~~::.~~~~~~e~:i;:.::e:~:~~=tni~: I 
manifesto the ~. ~. w11l declare 'that its first' task is to help the 
;eorgani~ation of the nationalist 'move~Jent on a 'revolut10nary basts. 
Jhe next step will be to call~ a tonfer(mce of the radical elements 
i~side ~nd outside lhe· existing,·' nationatist'part1es to d1scuss the 

J t f • l t 
plan and programme of the Peoples', Party. 'The Communist \\ill 
take the Initiative Jn calhng th1s ConJerence not a.s Communists, 
but as nauona~ists. The p10gramme we pubhshe~ before the Gaya 
Congress wtll be present~~ tJ ,the Conference as ,th.e basis of 
d1scussion and the l"eople'.s .Party s~oul~ ~be forme~ on the vH~l 
points of that programme. 

The C. P. must·be properly organised, a Centrql Committee of 
s or 7 should be elected, and m~IT\bers enrolled .on the basts of 
monthly dues. Every Communist w1ll be glVen the charge of definite 
agitation, propaganda and orgamsation wo~k e1ther 1n the Peoples' 
Party or :rr_ade V

1
ni?n or tt~e .\easant ,~ove!llent, as may be su1t· 

able for him. · 
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-, - -
,The Peoples' Party wtl} pu_blish' a}egal ~·rgan, may be weekly to 
begin with. Practical matters concerning this will be attended to on 
rec!ipt o.f the news that defimte steps have heen taken m the 
direction of o rganisahon. ' . 

•, /' Now I must draw your attenhon to the so·called. C. P. of v' Cawnpur. I '\Ve are s'orrfewhat bewildered by it. JThere is no doubt 
· ; abou~· it th:tt the hands of the police arc; behmd 1t.~ But it appears 

that some good elements have been drawn mto the trap. Attempts 
should ·be made to s~ve thes·e people and expo~e the whole show, or 
a,, I altogether m istaken?-the pa1 ty 1s an honest Ventut e P Please 
inform' us more fully about it. Singarvelu of Madras is a humbug, and 
'hr: b:!haviour during the Cawnpur Trial Is open.to grave suspicion; 
but H~zrat, Arjun Lal S'!thia. of AJmere, Azad Sobhani etc. cannot 
be neglected. It will be use(nl to talk to lhese men seriously •• 

\ ' 

J)n the other hand, the newly formed Labour·Swaraj Party 
of Bengal seems to be moving in our duection. Relations must be 
e:,tp.blisl;\ed .w1th them. Ther7 are other similar 'ventures. A con· 
ference of all these b:>dtes should be ca1led as a prelimmary action. 
By the JVay, who.i~ this M. Krishna, who wrote m the Forward 
(rS/r2f25) qn the far_matlon of Labour Parry. Some months ago he 
wr~lte:i~l !he same paper suppor1ing the Cawnpur C. P. He seems 
to have some linowledge of Marxism. It wlll oe advisable to look 
h1m UJ?· ~' • 

The tJ nion formed in Bombay under the leadership of Alma ... 
rnm will ser~e as the bas'is of our Trade Umon work in Bombay. 
Dtd Th::!ng(:h.make a show m the Trade Union Congress at Madras 
A Left wing should be- formed mside the Trade Union Congress 
\dth him at the head: It ~hould he demanded why he was pushed out 
of the Presidency of the Trade U. C. Execntive. ObvlQusly it was 
bec::tus~ ·he spoke£10m the workmg class pomt of view. Thts action 
of the T. U. C. bosses should be exposed before the workers. It 
will stre~gthen the position of the Left Wing demanding a change m 
the programme and const1tut10n of the T. 1:1. C. 

) -
The last thing I will suggest, and it is very impor!ant, is that 

o:1e or two comrades should be sent 'OUt as soon as possible to d ts· 
cuss our pohtlcal and organisational programme and to make satis· 
factory arrangements about material questions. Can you not find 
anot'ter pretext to come out ? That ,.,. ill be very fortunate. 

Please send me all the pubhcations regardmg the labour 
activthes. It is very d1fficult for me to subscribe to the small, often 
short·hved papers I wlll be very thankful if you will keep me 
supplied \\ 1th all these materials. 

This is all for the present. Soon I will write in more detail 
as re~ards organisation, etc. A copy of th1s 1s .also sent to the 
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Madrasi friend for informati6n. With very best wishes 11nd greeting! 
to you both, the above is a typed letter &lthe below is hand·written:-

It is a copy of the letter addressed to our Patn:1 friend 
'P. s. . 

Please send it to him in case he does not recei-ve the original. 

P. 2320 <P. E. i>. 
Superscription on the envelope:-

Post mark, , 

TRIPLICANE 

.21 Feb. 26. 

Mr. N. Sawamy 

19, Nilivirasamichetty st. 

Triphcane, 

MADRAS. 

India. , 

2320 LP E 2] 
Supersctiphon on ,another envelope:-

Iyengar. 

P. 2,320 (P. E. I) 

5.7 



p . 

• 
;My aear Cotnracre, 

• 
Received your letter of 12~1-26.' You did not try to wnta 

an exhaustive repm·t on the Cawnpore Conference as we were 
cxpectmg. Still the informa,tion contamed m your letter 1s very 
valuable. Iu future plea.se send a regular report of what JS gomg 
on-don't omtt details. You write "Satybhakta's party does not 
seem to be teal one". What facta have you got to form such an 
opm10n, you d1d nQt tell us wha,t other people thought of him and 
h1s party. 

Two weeks ago I sent yon a Jetter from our "Btg ;Friend " 
It was a typewritten copy ol a iettef Horri the ~iae :Fdend to our 
Pttna, Frfend :Ptd you rece1ve it ? Fh. receives papers, please get 
all the numbers"from him and read them all. If everycomrade does 

~ .. I ). ~I ) 'tl t · J"' - • 
the same, 1t lS: not necessary to wr1te mstruct10ns m letters. 

' ' 
It is absolutely necessary that there should be somebody ~o 

replace N. G. lll Col. You know those boats do not go to Madras It 

1s only Col. wh1ch they touch on their w~y to Ul'e far ~~st: Please 
see that N. G. 1s replaced at once. by another~ ~pen_? ptherWise all 
the orgamsat1on on this end wlll be rumed and the work Will suffer. 
To form a, new party and conduct the movement bH rxght hnes lt IS 

necessary to re.1d and have the literature. You can not do a.nythmg 
so farm • the mter10r, so we must depend on pubhca.t1ons' from 

* abroad. Please don't tell me that there IS nobody to ta.ke the place 
of N. G. 

~,.. ......... .,.....,.Jif 

You will soon get Fmancia1 help. Please Jet ns ]mew how 
much (mmnnum) do you want? Is there any poss1b1hty of brmgwg 
1n the Com. party of Cawnpore on the hnes of our program 
and pohcy ? That should be your and other comtade's work m there. 
Why don t you send us regularly Singravelu'S organ. Can you not 
find a ,better ma.n to ~d1t a new party organ? That Stgna.ravelu's 
JOurnal was a tame afia1r as far as I know. 'l'o keep. 1n , tcntc,h wxth 
our xdeas and pohcy our paper must be read and d1gested. 

The mamfesto of ~harma , 1s a queer document. Extracts 
from our paper are huddled together without any 1dea of coherent 
compos1tlon. Wherever be tues to make or1gma.l remarks (1 e. the 
product of h1s own pen) he has made stupd mxstakes. I have wntten 
to htm about 1t. "\Vay a JOint mamfesto on behalf of the party was 
not 1ssued? That would have- bee~ much better than the personal 
opm10n of a smgle md1v1dual. Lea.vmg as1de the excerpts from our 
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paper the writer s11S~s hittlse1f a"natldi!a.ii§~-bf a. Tltak school-far far 
from being a coniintthist. j • 

In March-yoH tilioiiltl ttj t6 Mi~e·~ dte~f definite sh11t!e tQ the 
organisation. It is no use repeating the old formulas of the defunct 
Labour and Kisan party. A definite programmE! aiiCt definite pr~ctica.l 
ts.~s should be formulated the resolution about organising the 
the workers and peasants has also ~een adopted, several times by the 
natwnal Congress. But notJ:Hng· witiJ done in the pra.ctical field. 
The new organisation which is essentially an organisation of workers 
and peasants should lay down definite steps in the way of organising 
the masses such an organisation s}:10uld have no place for nationahsfi 
JingOism, it must have relati,dn~ witH tlie outside world. You will 

t Jo ~ "- ~ J" 
be supplied w1th full critiCism either in our organ or in a. separate letter. 

Please writS te1 d~- as often as you can. 11 toY. car1rldt write 
9nce.fi w~ek, write every fort:qJght. ~ ~t is necessary, to be.J in close 
~~uch,. ~ Dp you thin:k,yqu will be .. able . to ~oJne, out ii:t tb~ ettd of . 
March~, Bq Jar. no~qd~ ha;s ooina h~re, inspite qf ,1~ o11:_r _ ~e.!Jlands. 
Write that Devil of Mit-to send his reports so that we may know If 
Held ddltig aiiythihg! Sand ris those adaresse~ (som~ safe ones) 
U.Hefe paper~ caD: be ssdB safely. Ho\t sh~uld t~e' inon~y bii s~tit tb 
you. Wr1 te as soon as you can. 

Be'St ~1s~es ~na gte~tfrlgs 
', .. 
Yours 

Iff.: N~tf~ 
l •' • ,; 

I request you again to read our Paper up to date before going 
in March to take part tn the party eotffer'ehce. t 

P. 232t [P.E. l] 
Superscription on the envelope. 

Mr. N. Bwamy 
19 Nthvuasamichetty st. 

Trtphcane 
Madras 
India 



, Another envelope wtth superscription on it:-

lyengar 

. 
P, 2322 (t), 

I 

My dear Com. 

Got your letter allright. What made you shift the office to 
Delhi ? Herew1th you will find my promised quota of so Rs: Is 
Com Ghate to be with you there. Poor chap please have him • . 

So sorry to note' the mischief of that fellow Satyabaktha. 
H:J,ve you contradicted it. If so please send a copy of your article 

·and also his. 
' 

Herewith you will find a letter from elder brother abroad to 
you and I beheve you wtll send a fitting reply to It.. I forwarded 
sour former letter to him which you gave me at Calcutta and 1 hope 
it will open bis eyes a little. I am seriously thinking a trip to-and 
shall let you know if settled. __., 
~ • ' j ~ t ,' -

Expe,cting your reply soon. -, 

lam 

Yours fraternally 

- (Sd) C 

P. 2322 (2) 

Letter dated March 20,1926 from R to Begerhotta 

(Vide Exh P 2169) 
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Postal ~eal o~ :-. ' 

Flowef Babr 

u Mar. 26. 

From 

The Manager, 

J.P. Begerhotta, 

Roo~~o 9 

M~h~ja Roiet 

POST OFFICE. 

No. P. 277 

. 
Dead Leiter offici, Madras. 

To 
' 

R. \V. Hanson Esquire, Bar-at·Law, 

PostmastEr General, Madras. 
• j 

Dated Mad~a, t~e 2~nd 1 11qe 19~6, 
Sir, 

.I beg to report that Registered Lettet No: 9'34 dited the 31st 
May 26 of Flower Bazar P. 0. addressed toJ. P. Begerhotta, Room 
No.9· Maharajah Hotet, Delhi was received in this office on the 
16th June 26, through the D. L. 0. Lahore, with the remark 
"Left". As the cover contained no particulars of the sender on 
the' outsid~, it was opened here in the usual course and found to 
contain one communication in English with another typewntten 
communication as enclosure to it and five curr«:ncy notes for Rs. 
10/· each. 
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2. The two communications found are rrot signed nor is 
any address of the senders given therein and it is not known there• 
fQre who the writers are but it 1s evident from a perusal of the 
contents that the authors of the two communications are commumsts 
one of whom is in th1s Pres1dency and the other in Europe very 
probably in Russia and that the addre:Ssee is apparently the head of 
the gang in India engaged in the organization of commu11al acilv1hes 
in this COUntry. lt se~ms to me, therefore, that the matter lS one 
which ought' to be placed in the hands of the C. I. D. and I 
therefore subm1t herewith the two communications referred to above 
with the cover of the registered letter for such further actLon as may 
be considered necessary. The rest of the contents V[Z. the five 
turrency notes for Rs. 10 each~ have been secured here for d1sposal, 
in the usual course, act:ordidg to rules after the expuy of one year. 

3· If any enqu1ry is rece1ved from the sender, which is very 
unlikely. I shall forthwith submit a further report. 

Secret 

My dear Mullaly, 

I beg to remain, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant 

{Sd) Illegible. 

Manager, D. L. 0. Madras • 

.P. 2 322 (B). 

Office of the Postmaster-General 

Madras 

Coonoor, 24th June/26. 

1 I send herewith a letter No: P·2"'7 Df- 22nd June from the 
Manager D. L. 0. Madras, and ils enclosure, for such action as 
you may think necessary. · 

Kindly acknowledge receipt, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd) R. W. Hanson, 



P. Z323 [f]. 
Berhn, Oct. 13. 

' Central Committee ' 

Commumst Party of India. 

Dear Comrades. 

Accordmg to the letter of Com. Begerhotta, the party con
ference will meet m the middle of Nov. It has been suggested m a. 
previous letter (personally addressed to Com. B) that the conference 
be postponed m order that suffi.CLent preparatory work Qould be done. 
But It mtght be too late. You might have gone too far ahead. It 
m1ght be mconvement to postpone the conference now. Thts bemg 
the case, It becomes Impossible for us to render as much as we 
should and would. Anyhow we w11l do our best. 

Some suggestiOns as regards the agenda of the conference have 
already been made m the letter of Com. B. Our pomt of v1ew on all 
those questwn, namely, orgamsa.twn of a left oppositiOn instde the 
Nat. Con, Blllldmg up of our party, party press, trade umon work, 
interna.twnal affihat10n etc will be submitted to the conference m the 
form of a jomt memorandum We are of the opmwn that the 
party should issue a mamfesto m the occasion of the conference 
Herew1th enclosed ts a draft of the mamfesto that we propose 
should be published We beheve It w1ll reach you m t1:ne to be pnnted 
and circulated before the party conference. 

You will not1ce that the term Communist Party has been 
pBrposely kept out of the domument. This has been done because 
of our opmwn ( supported 11y leadmg mternat10nal comrades) that 
1t would be wtser not to call our Party a Communist Party. Apart 
from tactwal reason, &here are pohtwal reasons for this. There are 
honest people sharmg our v1ews, m geueral, who do not dare JOlll the 
Oommumst Party. We may call these people cowards; but the fact 
ts we have sttll got to butld the Party. And this cannot be done 
unless we are able to gather around us all the available matenals 
from which the party ca.n grow. The most Important reason, however 
is that to be able to accomphc;h the gtgantlc task, the Commumst 
must have a broa.d basts. We must have a mas~ party whtch can 
operate legally. A sma.ll conspuat1ve group w1ll be of no use. 
But the na.me of the party should be changed, prov1ded you 
agree to It, not mechanically. It must be through a orgmzattonal 
p10cess. Groups and mdivtduals, that may enter a revolutiOnary 
workmg class pa.rty ( commumst except m name ) must be 
approached, prelmnna,ry conversatiOns should be carried on as reg:uds 
programme and orga.mzatton, then a conference should be called/, 
Jomtly to launch a. b10ad workmg class party, say the workers' andy 
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pe:tsa.nts' party. But let us- repe~t there is no hurry It might be 
just as'good, perhaps, to consolidate our own forces before startmg 
out to draw 10 others. One tbmg, however, should be made clear; 
Thts · propos1ti~n is not the same as that for the for:rqa!wn of a 
Peoples' Party. They are two entuely different thmgs. One is 

I
a · velled OommuDJst farty while the o~her ts a revolutiOnary 
nationalist party. In our memorandum to the Conference we wlll 
revert to the subject. 

We hop,e the 50 pounds .sent a month ago to Com. B'.s 
privat~ addres$ have been received We are awaiting the aoknow-
ledgement to rem1t furth~:r instalments. But 1t will be very necessary 
thn.t you 1nd1cate some better method of tr~nslllitttng money. 

With frp,ternal greetmgs, 

Foreign Bureau. 

N.B.-The mamfesto should be of course, 1ssued m the name 
of tbe p. P. su1ee tb~ IJ. P. st11l formally eXIsts. , 

HO\V TO ORGANJSE A WOltK1NG CLASS PARTY l 

\Vhen, in 1920; the first voice was· raised to dec!ate the . -
necessity of organising in India a P,Ohtical pa~:ty ot the workmg 
class, it alfl'lpst sound~d ltke a voi<:e in the wdderness. Generally 
the idea was considered to- be f.antastlc-unrealizable dream of some 
~xtles looking at Indra through glasses stamed w1th the koowledge 
of European contries~ Th~ bhad1·alok pohhcmns could not con· 
Ct'lve of the common people havmg aoy say or sigmficance m the 
movement to shape the destimes of the country. Cunously enough, 
th1s mdtfference to the importance of the masses and fatlure to 
admtt that they could poss1bly have any pohtical significance 
prevailed ev~n among the revolutionary nationahsts when the 
country was m the thro~s of a revolut10n caused by the fact that 
for the first time the masses part1c1pated achvtty m the nahonahst 
movement. The Bntish rulers, however, know India and the 
relative potentiality of the socml forces that underl:e the ranonhst 
movement much better than the nationalists themselves. \Vhlle the 
latter idulge in dreams about an India that never ex1sted and w1ll 

fl4 



never exist. the imperialis~s '1re r-oidtd by a thorough knowledge of" 
realities. Without this superior knowledge it would have been 
impossible foro them to hold their position against ~uch apparently 
ovenvhelming odds. The po:::,t·war dtscontent caused the imperia· 
lists many a sleepless night. They~were mortally afraid of that revo
lutionary ferment of popular energy. It might have resulted into 
something very ugly. As a matter of fact., it <langerously tended to 
that direction What was lacking; rortnnately for the imperialists, 
was 'a bold, consciously revolutionary leadership. And it was but a 
question of time. Such a gigantic fermentation of mass energy was 
sure to throw up a concious vanguard·the revolutionary party of the 
working class. The ripening of objective condttions was bound to 
create the corresponding subjective reflex. Indian working class had 
become the backbone of a. great political movement. It must develop 
its own pohtical organ. Impenahsm.was qu1te alive to these possi
bilities of the situation. Therefore 1t was not indiff ~rent to the voice 
which called for the orgamzation of a 'vorking class party. The 
impenahsts knew that votce was not fore1gn to India; on the contrary, 
it wa3 orgruucally connected, the subjective reflex, of the conditions 
in India. A workmg class party would deter~medly fight the com· 
promtse pohtics of the bourgeois nationalists. It would boldly 
mobih:ze the fermented popular energy and direct tt for the conquest 

.. of concrete obJects, the first of them being national freedom and 
democratization of the country. Consequently aJI the forces of im· 
per1alism were put into action in order to prevent the growth of a 
working clas.s party. Every thing was done to choke and cripple 
the vanguard of the Indian proletariat. The nationalist movement as 
:a whole remamed mdi£fercnt to that struggle between two apparently 
unequal forces-the pioneer of the Indian proletariat and ag~ncies of 
imperialist repression. Worse than that: in critical moments lead .. 
ing sections of the nat10nahst movef\lent JOined in the imperialist c~y 
against " BolsheviSt menace" as the call for the organization of the 
working class party was depicted to be, Still steepped in class pre· 
judice, the mtddle classes looked askance at the activities of the 
proletarian vanguard, although they themselves were proletariani~d 
as the result of 1mperia.list explanatiOn. The masses themselves, 
mt&led and betrayed by the reacti()nary nationalist leaders (like Gandhi) 
whom they had so wholeheartedly trusted, were not yet consc10us 
enough to recognize in the call the voice of thetr own class.. Victims 
o! age long explo1tation, they were sull too ignorant, too backward 
t'J be conscious of their class interests. 

The small proletari:;.n vatlgnard,however, survived ali vissisi· 
tudes. Imperialist oppression could not kill it. Nationalist mdiffe· 
renee did not make tt any less an 1mportant factor in the pohttcal 
hfe of the country. The p1oneers have blazed the trial. The question 
is no l-onger whether India needs an independent working cla~s party 
()r not: whether her "special genius'' permits such an outlandb.h 
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innovation. U is much more practical How to organize a worksnr 
&lass partY l This is the question. 

I 

• 
Th~ obstruction to the organization of a wo~king class party 

comes from mj.ny directions. The ~fop tal attack of the en~my-1Ierce 
repression of th~ v~nguarq-fs nQw supple'fllen~ed by clev~,r strata· 
gems oi :fta:qk atta~k. Now that it i~ no longer p~s~ib~e to prevent 
the rise ot a working cl:tss party, the 5tratagey p~ imperiali~m anci 1~ 
native alJies is Ito PJi~lead the ~orkmg clan-to diver~ its growing 
blas~ tpnsciousness into harmlel$S refo.rmist channel~. Jnstea4 of 
being opposed; a.!} b,efpr~t\ the idea. pf forro~pg a cla~s party receive~ 
patronag~ from ~nexpect~d quarters, and in m~ny ins~ances the sinister 
hand of inwedali~m is P,erc~ptible Rehin~ ~he Sfene. Un4q the~e 
tonditions gr>t::t pp ~e PfQCes~ of pofltifa! crystalization ~f the 
proletarian fqrc.,e~. ,. 

PqJJt~cp.lly ~)Yake~i4d~e clas~ intellectuals, who ~reopposed to 
corppro1m~e w1th ~rnperialis~ and ~4vocate a m1litant contmuation of 
the ~ap1opal~stJ ~truggle, talk of orga.msmg the masses. But very few 
of them seeJ}l t_o know how to go about the work they propose to un• 

l « ( ! 1 t <,1 
1 

I l 
1 

qert~~e. tPrY ~tlllla.bour under class preju~we. When they do talk 
pf ~~e tqa~"~s, they a:ssum,e a cqantable att1tu~e. They do not act as 
t~~ IP,-~?lq¥JCI1~ BP.okesmen· ot tpe worlung cl~. Th~y do not 1dentify 
~PPIIJ~PJre~ vpt~,tpe class they would lead to sa.l\"a~ion. As a matter 
of,f~~ •. Pftf)y -dq, n~t rec~g'?ise cJass mterests_a.n!l class antagomsm. 
~hey ·~~Hb tp ~phft the qown-trod,den, but not to lead the expro.
fftl~t~q Q.P,q fJXP,lqited i~ the revolt against cla~s dommation. They 
h~rft JlQ faitp ~P ~qe masses. 'rhey do not a.dmit that the workmg 
pi'as~ !ll ~h,e J:>~ack .. bone. of societl-_ thi1t the l~t~re of b~man society 
hes ~J:J.' ~he ~oH~':' of the :ough han~ ~f t~e "ignoranth toller. 
:Qr~fay,ed ~Y ~he poqrgems nation~Hst !eadars, these' mtellectu.als 
pay~ only been forced to see that the movement for nat1onal freedom 

, WJ}l, never~ SUCCeed Wlthput 'actiVe partlClp"ation Of the masses 
I 1 f t i 

:ijence their w1sh to capture th~ masses, ln other words to use the 
I t'lf 

D}~sse§ a~ sq m~q.! p~wns m the sttuggle 

Tbts ia not the way to a,worl,mg /class ptuty. People who 
• I ' 

do not stand ·on the ground of class struggle, cannot constitute the 
v~ng'tatd of the proletanat. Thos~, who propose to "harmomse the 
interests of the ma~SSes and the classes., "ould orgall1~e the workmg 
class only to betray them. The slogan of a. real working class party 
must be. Not the masses for the revolutzon, but t-et:olzttton (or tlle 
ma~ses • . 

Then there are others who ,flo not even want to capture the 
p1asses 1n order to force a poht1ca.l chauga that w1H put tb~m m 
power. They propose to capture the ma&ses for counter-revolutwn. 
These savwurs of the workmg chu::~ nro actuated w1th the motrye 
to prevent the ~rowth of a real revolutwuary proletarian party-at 
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least to -see that the evd day ts put off as far as posstble. There are 
too many of these "cbamp10ris of labour"-on the field. 

Eveu as we write there comes the news that the repeatedly 
abort1ve attempt to f~rm a ''Labour Party'• has once more been 
f I j -..1 

rev1ved, thts tlme under the Jeader~hlp of Bepin Pall Thos~ 
acq~ianted w1th the ante~i4ents ~~d ide~s ?! Bepin Pa.l canno~ hav~ 
any Illusion about this ''labour Party." Making due allowance for 
his notorious erraticism, Bepin Pal is amazu:igly'' class co~scious. 

1 
1 I t '\ \ I ,. ,. ~ 

On this one questiOn at least he pas always been very constant. 
f I 'I" I \-- c ._ _. -....., J ,J.I 

· Under hts editorf.hip the Bengalee bec.tme the most clear-sign ted 
organ of the Ind1an bourgeOisie. Only two years ago, in' tho 

·column~ of tpat captt~h~t orgaR- !3epjn ~a~ ~~p~u~~~~ (hi~ theory 
that "poverty was a. mental state" and populanzed tbe ~logan : 
"''Work·ior iove, w~ges are' but bye·product.'r 'only' the other day 
Pal startled the countrt by dAclaring that ~~ he ~~re tpe y~cer~y ~e 
would also sternly suppress all efforts to disturb the regime of law 
and order. Beptn Pal, hke LaJpat Rai, 'another champwn of "L~bour 
Party", 1s a p1llar of the reactiOnary Hmdu natwnabsm. In 
n~tionahst pohtics both advocate "responsive coopefation"'' which 
means compromise w1th imper1ahsm ib. the interests of stea

1
dy ~~d 

orderly developement of n~t1ve cap1tahsm. Agrerment batween the .. .. .. ' \ ... ( 

· impenalist and nattve bourgeoisie can be only at the expense ol the 
.... i ... ' ' • ... ~ ~ 1 d 

masses who w1ll aq the more be bled so that the greed of both the 
'nvals 1s satisfied. The role of a "Labour Party" formed under sQ.ch 
auspices 18~ evtdent. It 18 :to betray the working class: if they 

'would follow such questfonable champions: t I 

' I I - j 

Of course, there ts no reason to believe that· this, attempt 
would be any more successful than the previous one. Very hkely 
nothmg more will be heard .. of the "La.bour P.trty" irl a few months, 
if not tn a few weeks. These attempts fail invariably because of 
the atmosphere of unreahty m whtch they are- made. A few 
ambitious 1Iitellectuals together w1th one or two poht"ICians with 
their particular axe to grmd take It in thelr bead to form 8.' "Tiabour 
Party." Usually -these gentlemen possess httie understandmg, bf 
the problems confrontmg the workmg class. The working class is 
left alone, the membership of the· patty being hmited to a string of 
office-bearers. . HaVIng decla.red the buth of a "La.bour Party'' the 
office-bearers go home evtdently expecting the' worktng claE~s to 
seek their champiOns there. Never any propnganda or agitatiOn 18 

made m behalf of the party. No effort is ever made'to recrUit 
members from the "orlnng class. This bemg the case, one could 
ignore tbeso attempts to form pseq.do-Labour Part1es as harm less, 
tf they dLd not show lww the work~ng class should not be organized. 

Therefore let us examtne pnefly the latest instance. The 
prog1amme of the newly forme4 "Labour Party" is dJummatJng. 
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It shows very clearly the dangerous tendency these unexpected 
· champ1ons of labour represent. The proletanan vanguard engaged 
in the dtfficult task of bmldmg a revolut10nary workmg class party 
must beware of these unex:p.ected flank attacks. The backwardness 
of the labour movement, youthfulness of the proletaria.t as a class 
and Ideologwal immatur1ty of the leaders are likely to contnbute to 
the success of ·these efforts to currupt the young party With oppor· 
tumsm. We have seen well·meamng but mexperwneed and , 
theoretically unsound leaders of the labour movement connected 
With eve.ry one of these treacherous attempts. These mistakes 
should be avmded. 

. 
't'he objects of Bepin Pal's "Labour Party" are 1. to propa· 

gate the Ideals of trade UlllOlllSm; 2. to Secure the Workers freedom 
with regard to their natural rtghts, 3. to educate pubho opm10n 
in favour of these r1ghts, 4 to promote and protect the mterests 
of workers In Br1t1sh Ind1a by all legal means. 

I 

J udgmg from this programme, it is not a pohtical patty 
which wtll be formed. There is no mention of any mgamzed 
pohtlca1 activity of the workmg class. ObviOusly this cur1ous body 
would h:tve the worlnng class to leave poht10s alone]ust when the 
working class IS called upon by h1story to play a dommatmg 
poht10al role m the movement for national freedom. To be able to 
d1scharge th1s role and to prepare for still greater ones the workmg 
class must have 1ts own mdependent pohtiCal party. So, here 1s an 
attempt to orgamze a L1.bour P.1rty wh10h begms by rulmg out of 
1ts programme the very raMon d'et~a of a .. workmg class party. 

Then, the party would secure frqedom for the workers w1th 
regard to their natural rtghts, and by all Legitrmate means. All 
depend~ upon what 1s considere~ to be the "natural rights" of the 
workers. The programme fails to enhghten us on thts very v1ta.I 
pomt. But we have Mr. Pal's well-known philosophy to go by. 
(Poverty Is a relat1ve term· a mental state. "Work for love ..• "} 
Guided by th1s emmently cap1tahst philosophy, the party would 
secure freedom for the workers to serve the commumty (that 1s the 
employmg classes) out of love. Further, If freedom for the exploited 
class and oppressed pe·oples is to be secured by "all legal means", 1t 

wtU never be secured. The object of the law 1s to mamtam a O'tven 
system of social relattonsh1p and pohtteal mst1tutwns under ;hlch 
1t 1s promulgated. Any attempt to change the g1ven system, there
fore, IS a challenge to the law •.•• Is Illegal from the point of vtew of 
the dormnatmg class or power. Freedom for the exploited class 
cannot be secured Without disturbmg the system based upon the 
nght of explmtat10n; nor can a subject people be free Without break
mg the power of the fore1gn conqueror. Therefore the movement 
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for the freedom of the exploited class is a challenge to the capita. 
hst law and the movement for the natwnal mdependence of an 
oppressed people 1s bound to vwla.te 1mpenahst legahty. The 
pnnc1ple and programme of the pohtwal party of the Indian working 
cbss must mevitably entail the comm1sslon of two sets of illegal 
acts· v10lat10n of impenahst laws, for the party must stand for 
natwnalmdepondence and vwlatwn of cap1tahst law, for a working 
class must .stand on the ground of relentless class struggle untll 
class· ridden socnety 1s replaced by soCialist commonwealth. W Ithm 
tho frame work of the cap1tahst and 1mpenahst law now m force the 
only freedom that the Indian workmg class can have, IS the freedom 
to serve the Bntu;h 1mpenahsts and the nat1ves upper classes 
(capitahsts, landlords and feudal prmces) as cheaply as possible. 

I I 

Another pomt m the programme deserves some attentwn. It 
is stipulated th:tt the party Will ''protect aud promote the mterests 
of the workers m Bnt1sh Indu1/'. The N at1ve States· one third of 
the country m populatwn and area- are not to be touched. Obvi
ously the orgamzers of the "Labour Party" are of the opimon that 
the mterests of the workers are well protected and hberally promoted 
by the feudal potentates what about the brutal suppression of the 
peasant movement in a number of States? Perhaps for tactical 
reasons the party does not wish to undertake the fight against feudal 
autocracy m the Native States while engaged m the struggle against 
foreign, 1mper1ahsm. But there IS no ground for this suppos1t10n, 
since the party does not propose any struggle whatsoevez against 
Bnt1sh dommatwn It even does not propose to lead the proleta
riat, 1n the m1tml stages of class struggle . the fight for higher 
wages, shorter hours, better workmg cond1t10ns, freedom of a,ssocia· 
twn, nght to str1ke etc. As a matter of fact, It 1s a _labour party 
in name only. It has no class character. It wbuld not organize 
the workmg class even for the conquest and defE.nce of the most 
elementary economic and ClVlC rJghtR. It would persuade the pubhc 

I 

(in whwh IS mcluded the employmg class) by educative effQrts to 
recogmse the natural nghts of worke1s. 

The obJect of formmg such ''labour part1es" under highly 
questwnable patronage of bourgeo1s politicians 1s evident. It 1s to 
"take the working class 1n hand" as C. R. Das adv1sPd already 
at the Gaya Congress. The bourgeois pohtic~ans are prompted to 
patronize these safe and sane, me:ffect1ve, often non-existing, super
class, legal "labour part1es" as set off agamst the r1se of a revolu
tionary working class party. U ndcr the leadership of thts party tbe 
workmg class Will soon play an mdependent role 10 the natwnahst 
movement and is sure to spoil the plans of the nat1ve bourgeoisie ta 
betray the people for the mterests of their class. 

Whtle counter-revolut10nary bourgeois politicians and agents 
of 1mpenalism, m so many decept1ve garbs, are seekmg to divert the 
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'growmg class consmousness of the young Indtan pwlctruiat mto 
wrong cho.nnels, the rcvolntwnary vangu:nU. of the w01lnug cLtss 
must know how to accomphsh 1ts task-how to orgamse the wor'h1ng 
class party. Oue essentml thmg to be kept always in nnnd 1s that 
tqe l?arty is tho vanguard of the class and that the strength of the 
vanguard lies in 1ts cLose ~ud constant contact w1th the army 1t leads 

!
The vanguard Bhould be

1 
careful not to go ~oo fast and too fa.r ahead 

of the entue workmg c¥tss. The pal ty as the poht1cal org'1n of the 
class must grow out 6f the class. It should not be formed, as tu8 

~ocalled labour parties are sought to be formed, far away from the 
working class to be, imposed upon it, or even to ignore 1t. 
Ideolpgical piOneers of the working cla.ss party IDlY come from the 
declassed iutellectua.ls '(\t 1s bo,und to be so particularly m India 
"here the middle class intellectunls are pwletanamzed and the 
proletana,t culturaUy ba,ckward), but the bulk of the membership 
sheulcl be recrmted from the {lroletanat. , 

There 1s no party Without a programme. The programma 
pf the party reflects the demands of the cJass 1t represents. The 
programme of a workmg class party, therefore, 1s the programme of 
SGciabsm. ObJect1vely the workmg class throughout the world 

' stands for the abolition of cap1tahst system and the establishment 
of soc1alist somety. The wage~slave is destmed by h1story to revolt 

'agatnst ~nd abohsh the, system of wage-slavery. But the roa.d to 
Somahsm passes through successive stages_ of social development 

The workmg class m countries, which h~ve had these stages 
of social development, is engaged m the final stage of class-struggle
struggle ~or the reahz:-tt1on of Sociahsm. The sttuat10n 1n Ind1a IS 

dlfiarent. India toc1ay IS eng:-tgoc1 m the revolutiOnary struggle for 
democrat1c freedom. Th1s will be rea.hzed through the overth10w 
of foreign dommatwn and hqmdatwn of the medteval somo·economtc 
mstltutwns. Tho working class must actively part1mpate aJJ.d lead 

j I 

th1s struggle for democratw freedom. The workmg class party, 
therefore, must fight under two programme m1mmum programme 
~o, be reai1zed m the unmed1ate future and maxtmum progr:tmme the 
i:e.ahzatwu of wh10h w11l depend upon the c:trrymg out of the 
.:r:uimmum programme The mmnnum programme w1ll contam 
1npned1atp demands Of the Workmg clas~ anu Wlll ba b10ad e:nough 
to rally around the workmg chv:;q all the other socw.l elements 
whose mtarests dem..tnds na.twnal m<lependenoe and complete demo
Qlat1Zn.twn of the country. DemocratiC repubhc, umversal su.ffrnge 
protectiOn for minont1es, educatwnal famht1es, agra.rw.n revolut10n, 
remov.al of obstruct10ns to the forces of product10n, full.filment of 
the 1mmed1ate dem:1.nds of the prolctauat (wa.ge, hours, cood1t10ns 
of labour etc )-these will be mam features of the m1mmum 
programme AlLhough the realtzatwn of the maxtmum progmmme 
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' ... 
is a comp'tr~ttvely rem':>to 1s-;ue in the pr~sent eond1tions of Indta, 
1ts formubtwn is essentw.I for the growth and guidance of the 
workmg class party. The maxtmum programme of the worklllg 
class p.1rty 1s the progtamma of v10torwus class-struggle of Somal 
Hevolut10n, of Soctahsm The mtmmum programme should be 
fitted mto the fra.rua work of the mJ.ximum programme. It 1s but 
means to the end The wotktng class must partlmpate m and lead 
1f necessary (as 1t ts 1n Indta.) the fight fot the conquest of democratic 

, freedom as an advance towatds the reahzatwn of Soctahsm. Unless 
the ma.xtmum programme of socr::tl revolution tB (lonstantly and 
clearly kept before the party, there is the dangerilf opportunist 
deviatiOn 

Under normal conditions of soe1ai evolution 
1 

the lising 
bourgemsie 1n posssss10n of h16her means proda.ctwn figlits for 
democrat10 freedom whwh releases the forces of prodnetwn from 
feudal fetters A senes of foreiga inva.snons dlsturbea the normal 
course of soCl~1 development lU Iud.w.. Bourgeo1s · revolatwn, in so 
fat as 1t depr1ves feuda.hsm of poht10al power and estabhsbes a 
centrahzed .ca.pttahst Stat~, took pl!liee 1n India. m the shape of 
Br1t1sh conquest After more tb.:.tn n, century of forced stagnation 
native capitalism grew·., potentially a,ntagonist1o , to tmperiahst 
monop0ly. The native bourgeOlsie, whwb 9tSpire for pohtical power 
are, however, not ready to fight for it. The Br1tish dommat10n 
cannot bo overthrown without a. revolutionary fight. Th1s dependc; 
upon the mob1hza.twn of tho mass e11ergy. The nattva bourgeoisie 
ate afraid of a revolutwn. They would ra.ther share power w1th • 
impenahst overlords and grow economtcally under their protection. 
Thus, the struggle for natwnal freedom under , bou.rgeo1s leadership 
and w1th a. capitaltst programme ha.s ended 111 compromise. The 
na.twna.hst bourgeoiSie would be sattsfi.ed w1th self-government withu~ · 
the Empire. Th1s mea.ns the bourgeotste, have abandoned the ·fight. 
for the complete democratizatiOn of the country. The task ol 
carrymg through the bourgeo1s revolutton, wh1Ch began w1tll. the 
British conquest, therefore, devolves upo~ the w01kmg class and other 
expl01ted sectwns of the soCH'ty. rrhe w01kmg class must earry au 
a clGtermmed fight agatust comp10mi~e w1th 1mpenahsm, booa.use' 
th1s compromise wlll ~ntons1fy ca.p1tahst explmtatwn of' India g1ecd 
of natl ve C.1p1tahsm \\ 11l be sa.tisfied not by by d~omimshmg lmpO.ru\
hst plunder, but by mtcns1fywg tile explo1tatton of tho Indi:tn 
workmg class. 

Even lf the bourgeoisie had not abandoned the fight for 
democmhc freedom, the worlnng class should have still part1c1pated , 
in 1t as an advance towa.rdq the fight for SoClahsm. ' Under gtven 
conditiOns the hegemony of the struggle devolves upon. the prolet
a.nat. Consequently. the mtmmum programme of the working 
class party comes vety close to the maxtmum. s() much so that the 

• 
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t :fight for the reahzatwn of one dtrectly lea.ds up to the fight for the 
' other. Th1., situatiOn must tell upon the orgamzat10n and actiVIties 

of the party. 

On the sound bas1s of this revolutiOnary programme the party 
w!ll be built by uutumg, detailed, every-da.y work of the vapguard. 
It 1s clear that economw freedom for the workmg class cannot be 
secured except through the capture of poht1cal power. Th1s 1s one 
of the cardmal pnnmples of workmg class poht1cs. Any Improve
ment of the, conditions 'Of the Indian workmg class depends upon the 
cessatiOn of Impenalist robbery tJ.nd the hqmdat10n of antiquated 
sodal relat1ons that still cramp the economiC hfe of the countly In 
other words, the future of the workmg class 1s mseparably bound up 
w1th the poht1cal struggle for democratiC natwnal freedom. Somal 
jjmanmpat10n of the workmg class is a. still remoter Issue-conditiOnal 
upon the fierce struggle for State-pcwer But the great maJOHty 

1 of the Indian' workmg class are still poht1cally too backward to see so 
.. far ahead and fight for such a distant goal. They are overwhelmed 

by the immediate surroundmgS'. rrhe workmg class party will develop 
m the m1dst of the struggle agamst the 1mmed1ate surroundmgs of 
the average workmg man. In course of this every day :fight the 
party wlll show, by practical expenence, how the Immediate 1ssue of 

I 

wages, hours, labour conditiOns etc. are connected with the larger 
and apparently remoter pohtiCo.l issues. 

Ag1tatwn and propaganda among the proletarian masses are 
vitally necessary for the bmldmg up of the workmg class party. The 
programme of the party must be popularized. The class conscious
ness of the masses must be awakeued. Th1s w1ll be done through 
the p:.t.rty press, pubhc meetmgs, workmen's clubs, proclamatiOns, 
leaflets etc The vanguard must be m the m1dst of the unconc:cwus 

I' and partially conscious masses ag1tatmg, orgamzmg, educatmg, leadmg. 
ln fL country hke ours where the masses are so lamentably backward, 

• I 

the danger Is great for the vanguard to be 1sola.ted from the class. 
Nothmg could be more d1sastrous for the party. Every member of 

the party must be attached to a group of workers with the task of 
wmnmg them fvr the party. 

rrrade umons, peasant orgamzatiOns and cooperative 
soCieties are the :field of operatiOn of the workmg class party. 
S1de by s1de With 1ts act1v1t1es m these orgamzatwns the party 
must also reach the workmg class on the places of work-factones 
etc. 'fhe maJor port10n of the Indian proletanat are still 
unm:gamzcd It 1s for the party to orgamze them mto trade 
umons Propaganda in favour vf revolutiOnary labour orgamzatwn 
of cln.ss st:ruggle, must be carried on. Party members must penetrate 
the ex.stmg trade umons and peasant 01gamzatwns m order to tians
form them mto nghtmg workmg class -organs. Ag1tatwn should be 

I 
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made in favour o{ sociali'ltta"ld !>r~let~ria.~ lo~d~,ership of the unions : 
~ a.nd other working class bodms. · ' 

Press is an essential mtrustment to budd up the party. 
Through its·organs~the party keeps constant co,nt~ct ,with th~ working 
cl ..... ss bJ gt vmg expression to the grievances and demands of the latter. 
Through its theoretical organs the party educates 1ts own members 
as regards the programme and ltasks of the party, and wins new 
adherents. There cannot be any party w1thout a party press. To 
extend the circulation of the party organs and other pubhcat10ns is 
l'the duty of each party member. 

I f 

Lastlt, ideological cp~rit~ o¥1 t~e P,att of th~ vanguard is 
ind1spensable for the or~a.~itatiol\ oJt a ~eal working class party. 
Otherwise we may repeat the story of the blind Iea.dmg the bhnd. Only 
a clear-sighted revolutionary vanguard with falth in the masses, fully 

· conversant, with the role the proletariat is destined tg, ~lay_, qlos~.Jf\ 
connected with the entire workmg class will organlZe the workmg• " • 
~lass. party. m.India. In short, thf're cannot be. 1 real workmg class 
party w1thont a M~uw lea.dersh1p. 

P. 2323 (P. E. ~) 
S~perssdpt~o,~ O{l eqv

1
r,hrge;-: 

Mr. N. Sawamy, 
\ 

1~ N,lhV,lf~sann~b~t.~~ St. 

'"£t1phcane 

MADRAS 

-·-1 



.... 

P .. 2323. [P: E· 2.] 
Superscription on another envelope:

Iyengar. 

P. 2234 <P> 

My ~ear comrade, 

1 Dec. 192 6. 

Received your letters with enclosures, also a lett_er from Beg .. ' 
It is a ptty that m~mey fell1nto the hands of Dogs. It was sent m a. 
letter to Rewar1 address, anyhow what is lost cannot be regamed. 

'You will receive more soon. A permanent arrangement 1s going to 
be made soon. 

By last mall another manifesto was .sent. It was rather bulky. 
Please let us know lf you received that. Send us as many addresseR 
us possible. Some money has been sentdtrect to "Ganawanr.'' Please 
let usknow, If M. A. has received 1t, I behave he is the ed1tor of the 
paper. 

You know the words. It is all right. Someone will meet you. 
He needs a .:person to help htm m the work. Please don't refuse h111 

offer. 

By the way who wntes from Calcutta and gives an address? 
I am in a hurry and have not read all the letters you have sent 

W dl wnte to you 1n details later on. 

Greetings to Beg, Ghate and other Comrades. Communicate 
the contents of the letter to all. 

Yours 

M. M.S. 

Please note that 2 addresses which I gave to you are no longer 
good. They are (1) 6F rue Dulot {2) I23 rue Broca. Don't use them 
ple:Lse. Instead these is another one as fo11ows :-
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(1) M. Andrieu:x: 

43 rue T1mplon 

(S1mplon) 



Paris 18e inside the same as usual. 
' 

In a week or so you will. be sent more addresses. 

The colombo work has to be stopped for some time as the man 
Rousset is not trustworthy. The Dogs know eveeything about it. 
The address in Colon:tbo should be changed and more addresses 
ahould be had in Bombay, Calcutta. and Karach. 

£50 were sent to th8 ~dito' ''Gana-Wani." 
J ' 

P. 2324 [P. E.l]. 
Superscription on the envelope.-

India. 

Mr. Kanna.n 

Commission Agent 

No. 9, Cottage III 

Raja Hanumanta Lala Str. 
Tr1phca.ne. 

Madra1 

Post mark. 

PARIS 

A. ROSQUET. 

P. 2324 [P.E.2J. 
Supersortption bn another envelope :

Iyengar. 



M~-dz~! ~rjeq~.t 
• 

~e.aeirAd1~¢.ws. I •• se,em~J. the~e.Js s~~.)c.opfP.fio~,a}lQ,"'t tp,~ 
"ma.n w1th the word". It. ia. not4-one i~.i •. tw,p aa,ltWfP.t~Jp Y~l.\ in,~ 
wa.y. · The one telegr~p~d. t9J Yfm~ iq_ Y.O~J~ a:_bs~n~e the ~t~e! offers 
you an employment. Meet thexn both. ~ell the one who telegraphed 
tha.t I received his letters which I will answer perhaps next week. 
He should also change the address on the inner cover as I requested 
,-ou to. 

More instruction about 0. will be sent la.ter on. In the 
Pleant1me do as you have been requested previously. · 

Please arra.n.s.et. tb~ Col~W~.? a{fa~r. &!I s9on as_.p,.ossible, and also 
others you know. : . 

Your last letter was over weight. The letters may be lost for 
I ; ~ 

not having enough stamps. Please._ inst1uc.t the friend there to be 
careful in future. 

P. 23~5 <P.E~l.) 
~nperscription on the envelope :-

Mr. Kanna.n, Commission Agent. 

Postal seal of : 

Paris 

Saint Rock 

10·12-21 

No 9 Cottage III 

Raja Ha.numantn. Lata St. 

Tnphcane 
• 1!-· .. 
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Greetings. 

Sd. M. M. B. 



P. 2325 <P.E.2.> 
' Superscription on another envelope : 

Iyengar. 

P. 2326 <P). 
'rece~ved your cu cular also. 

Bombay. 
Dear Comrade, 

Your letters were all received m time: I am sendmg you a. 
letter, for elder bro~her~ m the course of a few days. 

We have started the w01kers and.,esants party, With D. R. 
Thengd1 as President. The details, will be in papers by Monday. 

You must be knowmg that C. was released on Bad, no tnal 
comes off on the 26th mst. The other Comrade LS here, and he 1s 

takmg pJ.rt m Trade tiruon activities. His speeches are reported by 
all the papers. 

I have not heard from Lahore Comrades, inspite of my wntmg 
to them. It looks as 1f the Conference cannot be held. I really can't 
know m'1ke out what to do. Please wrrte to me as to what to do m 
the affair. 

I thmk we ought to push on w1th the work of startmg peasants 
and workers orgamsat10ns all over the country and w1th this v1ew 
tmmedmtely all the ex1stmg organisations 10 a conference to be 
held at Bombay or Caloutta, w1th a v1ew to formmg a central organ1· 
sat10n for the country. 'Ve can't hope fot any'ass1stance from Sak 
who pms h1s fa.tth m the old otgamsatiOns. I should hke to know 
your VIew m tlus affair. 

r 
I 

J. B. has wntt(ln to me, 'but doesn't say anythmg partteular,. 
It 1s h1s usual way. 

The boy lS qmte alnght Hd may write to rou separately. 
• The arrangements are bmog completed on h1s behalf. 

The pohce are very much after us, and rumours are afloat that 
, the new \V. and P. party. Executive 1s commg lllto trouble. We 

have to wa1t and so. 

'i7 



I dpn't know who can go to Canton Conference. The 
pecumary Circumstances are m the way. 

Our group 1s active m the B.P.C.C. And so fa.r has ha.d a. satis
factory prog1ess. 

My work m this paper trade IS not remunerative. And I don't; 
know what to do. 1 am in hopeless straits financially • . 

Wnte to me m detall re:startmg of an Alllnd1a W & P. Party 

Bombay 

19/2/27. 

P- 2326 (P.E.} 
Superscrip~ion on-the envelope .

Kannan, Esq , 
I 

CommJsSlon Agent, 
.. 

No. 9, RaJa Hanumanta lala na.ne, 

Dear Friend, 

Cottage III, 

T.riPJ1Cane, 

Madras. 

P.2827 <PJ. 

Yours 

Sd/ M.A. 

I believe I got all your letters, and that you also have received 
mine. 

The long hired fellow is interesting. Great pity for the 
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Indian H~ What about the English H. Does he provide you wi~h 
anythir:g or not ? 

, Please not~ that the Colom?o ,p.ffair,i~ ~o post{'oned fo.r ,some 
time, the two addresses I $ave are no r.1,ore good-I mean the 
addresses of tftose on board the boats. As~ ~dwa~d to' s~rid you 
some copies. 

Greetings. 

--' 

I ' \ 

, Yours, 

Sd. M. A. 

P. 2227 cPE>. 
Superscription on the envelope:

Postal marks, 

PAR15-XIV 

AV. D'ORLIANS. 

Mr .. KANN~N, Commission agent, 

No. 6, R~aja lianumanta La1a st. 

Dear comrade, 

Triplicane, 

Mar/rat 

' ' lbdia. 

P. 2328" [P]I [1]. 
1 ' J • 

Bombay, 16th June 2'J. 

1 am enclosing herein a letter which our Eng. Friend wants to be 
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fotwardef), and which he could not give you at the time of your 
departure from here. j 

M.A. is coming ov to Bombay in a couple of days as I have 
to discu~s w1th him on t~~ matter that '1· P: .was. furiously angry 
about. · I mean, the pro Iem of publicly exposing SJ.k and his rela
tions with J ogl. You k ow J. P. was furious whlle he was here and 
he told us while going that he was gomg to s1ft the matter to the 
very bottom. If ever J P. writes to you, about pu~licly exposing 
Joglekars folly, I hope ou will deny him your support. I am dis· 
cussing this ve{y pomt ith M. A. and shall let you know the result. 

\Vrite to me ab ut Singeravelu case. I think you ought 
seriously to work for a W. P. party over there It is essential at 
this stage. ' 

It is essential that we should not allow J. P. to create any 
unnecessary 'm1schief. 

Yours 

GEORGE. 

p. 2328 [P2j 
June 14. 

Dear Douglas, 

It is long since I last wrote to you, and I fear that the break· 
~own of communications is a ;erious matter. Even the last report 
you adopted collapsed partly at this end, but we may be able to 
reestabhsh it. You got my long letter, I gather. Two were ::,ent 
after that, but I suspected that both failed. The precautions taken . 
are very formidable. 

Baker has written cnticising the Methodist policy, as publi· 
shed, and saying that we should not antagonise the old upper sec· 
tions, but try to get both sides m. Such an atlempt seems to me to 
be obviously hopeless, both in theory and m practice. Perhaps you 
will t.alk with him and let us know your views. 

Could you communicate authoritatively to Zagar, askmg h1m 
not in any circumstances to rush the press over hts differences with 

' Baker. \V e had a considerable row over it recently t and t~ere is 



stlll some danger that he will do it. Such a thing would be very 
bad, as it would damn B. as a fool or us as ro~ues in ,the eyes of 
the whole country Z. by the way is very furious as he seems to 
have been deprived of the solace of communication w1th your sweet 
self. Petsonally I thmk it is wrong to condemn him as unreliable, 
but he is certamly careless and foolish, and so should not be treated 
tPO confidenttally. The I,ast Y. M. proceedings which you have no 

, doubt heard of, 11lustrate wel1 his character. In order to make ,a 
nourish, and exaggerate hts own activity, he hM it seems to me, 
senously endangered our real work. Will you, by the way, make 
clear the real pohcy you want us to pursue in connection with the 
Y. M I am doubtful, now All the objections to 1ts retention 
remam, but Z and others are unalterably opposed to 1ts abolition. 

Our Church work IS not ptoceedmg very happily. It was to 
have been done largely by Hig ( we have still to depend upon two 
or three individuals), and our re}ations with•htm have become more 
and m01e unsatisfactory. He is undoubtedly a scoundrel. I try 
to speak a<; objectively as poss1ble at d his rascahly 1s becommg so 
w1dely recovmsed that I thmk he wlll soon cease to be of a 'Y use. 
Unfortunately there IS no one else w1th the necessary ability, know· 
ledge and leisure. A rupture wtth htm 1s inev1~n.ble at some stage 
and I shall nol regret 1f it occurs in the next day or t\\O, as now 
seems hkely. It "1ll necessitate considerable change in our plans . 

. 
University affa1rs are better. Huz. is improving. Organi· 

sation 1s going on bettert and our contact 'is growmg, mainly be
cause of the good ViOrk of Ler Shance IS doing nothing, I am 
afraid. 

You should receive some sott of MS by the end of August. 
Ask Baker about 1t. It should not be sent directly by m .. e or Amb. 

Ambrose has been extremely busy, though apparently not 
achievmg very much. The Hig affair has kept h1m here, and other 
coi'lsiderahon'l. He thought of going t:. Madras, where things are 
t:-tking a nasty turn, but he probably w1ll not. He would like to know 
when exactly he is expected to f1ntsh, bO that his plans may be laid 
accordmgly. 

Cunfa has been disappointing, but thts may be due to Hig, 
who has jealously guarded him all the time: I have hardly exchan
ged a word with htm, but ~B he also is now becoming dtsillusioned 
we may hope for better things. 

\Vhat has happened to Nell ? 
I 

I thmk I explained what had happened in conPeclion with 
the Welsh Church affa1r. Ewan was last put on the job, but I am 
afraid his success will be no greater. You may remember I 
said I had not seen the Bible since I had been here. I have now · 
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remedied that fault, of course, but the lack is stitl felt, and is in 
the last few weeks worse than ever. 

' 
I 

I think the sw~~cheme 1s all right, though there was some 
little difficulty with th authorities'. Nothmg more . 

Des. 

\ . 

P. 2328 <P.E) 
Supe1 scription on the envelopr: 

Chakravarty, Esqr, 

28, Sunkuvar Street. 
' 

Sara~Swati Ma.chme Prmtmg Pre3s, Meeru~, U. P., Ind1n.. 
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rs Augttst 
Dear Brother, 

I have just rec~ived yonr letter of May 2 :· I wrote about 
two montlls ago a letter which. I hope you received, but since then 
I have not sent any for obvious reasons. I am asking Fhnsa 
to tell you about his affairs, ;JS I· have been out of touch with them 
for some time. I hope you saw Amb's letter of a week or two ago, 
but in ca~e you d1d not, I had better tell you something abouf 1t. 
He gave an account of a mem Recently issued by the University 
Convent1on on the training of University men in England, induectly 
under the, auspices of E.K.N. It is obviously a move to promote 
the influence of Oxford among the Ind1an Universit1es, and is 
complementary to a serious at~empt which is being made by Kujpus 
to establish himself as supreme in the next Convocatio~. It was 
first brought lorward by act1rious society 1ecently formed in London 
mainly of E K.N. mem. B~um is bcltned to be neutral about it. 
He thmks 1t is bound to go through, ahd may be 1f some use, even 
if o£ disadvantage also. But he 1s ahve to the dangers of Oxford, 
and m.or~ particularly of Kujpus. 

I am still with: h1m, and though much of 1ny time' is neeessa• 
rily w~uted, I am doing something. I hope he will be of use jn 

depat tmentll work on which he is very k~en, but yott know what an 
inconsistent and forgetful sort of person he is. Lozzie, I ..fear 1s 
angry with me a.s I have not been to see h1m yet . 

. 
LuJec a'ld co. here are rather inexperienced, but sound. 

They are getung among the loc:J.l University men, and have especi
aiJy estabhshed goJd relations with l.al, who supports the1r paper. 
Unfortunately their best man has just been sptrited away, probably 
for a year or two. There 1s no Methodist organisation here, though 
a Young Christian Assoc1atio n 

1
tv ith very similar ideals was estab· 

lished a year or so ago. It ha~ branches in several places, and 
\\-aS active fot a time, though h~e everything else tt is now dead. 
L. is trymg m what spare t1me he has to revive it, and that ts obvi· 
ou~ly a good policy. The cont,nts ot their organ 1s still too theoJo
gtcal and not practical enough,/but they kno\V their weakness and 
nre improvmg it. The r~vJv~! oi Umveraity activity here li g1vmg 
them materiai to use. I 

You saw I suppose,what wa.; the result of Victor's escapade. 
He wants to,advise Maslim and the otiers not to follow his example. 
He is right to an extent. I They cannot hope to escape for more 
than a month or two, or t~ do anything valuable in 1hat time. The 
longer th~ period of ab3et.ce the worse it is for them. 

{ 
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Re the Bible, which nobody has seen here for years. It is safe 
to say that we do not know half a dozen men who would read it. 
Nevertheless half a dozen cop1es would be valuable, and L. is 

... arranging with Fh ab)ut gettmg them if they arrive. Similarly for 
the Bulletin and the C. Times. The latter particularly would be 
useful, as 1ts form is more attract1ve. I should like to,. see Lall 
getting it regula-rly. He s not the intellectual child that he is made out 
to be, and though he is ot a.c~u-stomed to reading I thmk he would 
read it if it were given t h1mt and profit greatly. I have a high 
opimon of him, though is views are of course hazy in the extreme. 
Fbr the rest, apart from }hum who has a good knowledge of English 
but 1s a scoundrel there ~re none who could profit much. Even 
L is greatly handicapped by poor English, but he could do some~ 
thing to spread the gospel of light. 

J ers~ seems to be an independent sort, and though friendly is 
suspicious. ; Perhaps L has been tactless with hitn . .. 

'On the subject of books I have not heard from Fhus lately, 
but unless there has been an unexpected development things will by 
now have almost reached a crisis. I gave him full particulars of 
how to send etc. If a me::~sage has not arrived it should do so v1a 
Baker, or of course if you prefer, I will send it as before.· I want 
to increase the space allowed from here by say a third. as I am 
convinced that it is impossible to get in the in(ormation required 
with the present word space. 

) haTe not yet heard from Musa Love etc. Des. 

P. 2329 <P> 
Dear friend, 

.26th August. 

1 rm sending thi~ enclo.;ed packet for which please send to 
elder br ther. · 

I ave not heard from you for some time past and I hope 
you wlll ot fail to wnte me a few lines by return of post. 

Th boy .has returned quite in good spirils. 

l'ha e not heard from Blg as yet. I had asked him to get 
sak elected rom his quarter, but he seem, to b '! mdtfferent. Ed. 
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wrote to me to say tliat in case Bag has r~signed we tnust accept 
his resignation. You wlll let me know your view in the matter. 

I read about Sacco and Vanzetti demonstration on your side. 
It was well done. 

GEORGE. 

P. 2329. <P> <E> (1) 
Prescription of the envelope. 

CHAKI!AVARTY, Esq., 
' 

28, Sunkuvar Street, 

Triplicane 

MADRAS. 

P~ 232.9 <PE2> 
Superscription on the .. envelope. 

For 5wamy 

P.2330 
A petition D/ JI·g 29 from H. L. Hutchinson to the 

Additional District Magistrate, Meerut, requesting for the return 
of certain books, papers etc. 

' Below th1s, Hutchinson has passed a rece1pt in his own 
handwritmg which runs as follows:-

a 



Received all items Jentioned ~n reverse except, photo of 
item ·ll and iterm~ 7,8,32/ 

Sd/· H~ Hutchinson. 

27•9•28. 
-; 

Received the following:-

39 Letters. 

Letter dated 1•39·28. 

,, 8 Sept. 28. 

A small file cont. letters (Marathi) 

Be Triebs Rate Gesetz. 

DAS VOLKSLIED • 
• 

MICHAEL ANGELO. . 

DURER. 
' 

' LEHRBUCH DER RUSSISGHEN SPRACHE. ~ . .. 
ENGELS-FEUERBACH. · · · 

THALHEIMER-DIIALEKTISCHER 

MATERIALISMUS. 

Sd/- G. ADHIKARI. 
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· P. 2332. 
To the Central Committee of the 

Communist Party of Great Britain, 

LONDON.· 

Dear Comrades: 

Moscow 

, xo/X/· 

Herewith a. copy of the instructions adopted by the Executive 
today which have already been sent you by cable. W,e are also 
sending you the speeches of Comrades Zinovicv and Bukharin at 
today's session of the Presidium. The instructions given in these 
speeches should also be considered as instructions from the Execu.· 
tive to your Party. 

We expect that you will energeticaley carry through the 
election campaign already begun. In particular we want to em .. 
phasise the importance of immediately issuing your weekly paper as 
a da1ly newspaper. It is the opinion of the Secretariat that your party 
should take advantage of the election campign in order to transform 
the workerse "weekly" into a permanent daily. We know that this 
demands the greatest efforts on the part of the British Communist 
Party and great self-sacrifice on the part of the sympathetic working 
class masses; but it is not impossible. .. 

Conscious of the great historical importance of your fight we 
wish you every luck and for our part will of course give you our 
help. 

W1th communist greetings, 

0. \V. Kunsinen 

The Secretariat of the 

E. C. C. I. 

P.S. Comrade MacManus leaves here for London ina few days. 
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P. 2333 (1). . . -
TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST 

I I I I • " j ' 

PA&TY OF. GREAT BRITAIN . 
• 

The Executive sends the follqwing instqtctions for the election. 

Sharp criticism in principle of the conduct of the MacDonald 
Government. 

' 

'fhe ~rnp!!rialist chara~ter of th~ ~overnment should be 
p.nrn~\t~d. 

A bitter fight should be carried on against MacDonald~ policy 
.11 .... .. ... ~ i ... Ji: 

rin China, India, and Egypt. 
~ 

Against the League of Nations. 

Ag~inst the danger of war and naval policy. 
~I 

Against the economic exploitation and national oppression of 
• \.) 4. ... lr ) 

tJlr !r\~~ wor~ipg cl~ss by the Epglish bourgeoisie. 

4 sharP, fight should be conducted for the acceptance of the 
! " " • 

Communi$t Party of Great Britain into the Labour Party. 
~,..,.. ~t••..,'-\ )!" 

~he adoption of· bourgeois politicians as labour candidates 
and the :rejection of old working class leaders should be criticised. 

Active ;1gitation should be conducted against the I. L. P. 
' 

In general, we support labour candidates. 
) • , i J & , , 

Certain candidates should be put forward where this will not 
help the bourgeois candidates • . 

The appeals for support of the labour cand1dates should con· 
tain a sharp fundamental criticism. 

' Slogans for the ~l~ct10n cp.mpatgn -

For the Anglo·Rnss1an Treaty. 

Not hts Majesty's Labour Government but a real wo1kers' 
government. 

Down w1th the Dawes' Report. 

Put the workers' charter mto effect. 

Four pounds ,per week for every unemployed worker. 

A six hour-day. 

For internahonal trade union unity. 
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The £raternis:~.tion of soldiers and workers, 

Soldters should not shoot upon workers on strike. 

Votes for scldiers anp sailors. 

lnstructi~ns for conducting the campaign:-

Every candidate should distribute and s1gn CampbelPs 
~ppeal, 

Campbell should issue another manifesto to the soldiers and 
sailors, 

Roy should be put forw~rd as candidate. 

If possible, he should be brought into the election campaign. 

Send him a telegram. 

During the elections the "Workers' Weekly" should come 
·out datly. 

Further instructions foiJow. Representatives ol the German 
French and Chmese workers wiil take part in the election campaign. 
Invitations have been sent from here. The Georgam trade unions 
will send an appeal to the British trade unions. A manifesto from 
the German, French, and Bntish parties to the British proletariat 
follows by the next post. 

0. W. Kunsinen. 

FROM THE SESSION OF OCTOBER 10, 1924 ' 

OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE E. C C. I. 

ZinoMev 

Wh~n the MacDonald Government came into power, I outlined 
,in an article four pos.s1hle prospects. 

The first posstbtlity wa<J tha.t the 1\facDonald Government 
would be but a. very bncf eptsode and that tt would perhaps d1sappear 
from the path of history m a few weeks 

The second posstbth.ty was that the MacDonald Go-vernment 
would remam somewhat longer at the helm, would be well utlhsed 
by the bourgcolsle, that 1t would be compromised m the eyes of the 

I I 

workmg clac;s and the colomes, perhaps would be also to some extent 
demoralised and then woul.d be swept away. 

A thud poss1h1lity was that a certain dlilerenttatlon would 
take place w1thm the Labour Party Itself, that a sectwn of the · • 
Bnttsh workmg class would be rad1eahsed n.nd a struggle take pJace 
w1thm the Ln.bour Pn.rty. 
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And the fourth poss1b1hty I sa1d was th[tt under the pressure 
of the workmg olass the MacDonald Government would really attempt 
to conduct somethmg of a revolutwnary pohcy and thereby come 
Into confhct w1th the bourgeoiSie. 

At that t1me I beheved that the first and the fourth possibi
hties were most Improbable, and that the path would he somewhere 
between the second and the th1rd possiblhties. It now appears that 
th1s has to some extent been the case. 

Espemally Important IS the fact that the Labour Government 
bas compwmtsed Itself m the eyes of the populat10ns of Egypt and 
India It has proved to the coloma! peoples that the Labour Party 
1Lots exactly the same as the former governments of England. Th1s 
l,S no ummportant fact. If Curzon and Llyod Gemge can prove that 

" the coloma! peoples have nothmg befiter worker from a Labour 
government, It will be. a. very useful lesson. In this sense, MacDonald's 
Government has compromis~d the ,Labour Party. 

In the eyes of .the workmg masses of Bntam I beheve that 
·the Government has not compromised Itself. Not for the time 
bemg. rrhe penod was too brief. Tho Anglo-Russian 'freaty helped 
the Government to throw a little sand mto the eyes of the w01kers. 
In his respect the Labour Party has perhaps for the t1me bemg 
gamed m authonty. 

AR regards the prophecy that a certam d1fferentmtwn would 
take place w1thm the Labour Party, this I thmk has been confirmed. 
A left- wmg has sprung up whiCh even wants .1' to attempt to pubhsh 
1ts own paper. A process of rad10ahsatwn has begun m the trade 

, umons That 1s a fact. We therefore see a certam drfferent1atwn 
takmg place w1thm the Labour Party So much has been achieved· 

' ' 
that IS the first fact. 

I thmk that In the mam, MacManus IS r1ght. He 1s also 
right m expectmg what he does of the elcctwns. For otherwise the 
bourgeOisie did not need to dtssolve Parliament, IS that not true? If 
It only wanted to frighten the MacDonald Government a httle a new 
general electiOn was not necessary, smce firstly MacDonald was 
qmte Ieady to allow himself to be fughtened and secondly, the 
bourgeoiSie c9nld have used many other means to this end, a general 
electwn was not necessary. Th1s 1s therefore a s1gn that the 
bourgeoisie wants a new government . 

. 
What kmd of Government, a purely Conservative Government 

or a Conservative-Liberal Government? It 1s even poc;o;;1hle that 
MacDonald w1ll take part m the Government as Foreign Sec1etary. 
Even that IS not Impossible 

· The obJective result of the whole thmg will m the mam be 
advantageous to the Bnt1sh worlnng class and to the Bnt1sh Party. 



I 

For, although the cGmmnt'lJsts w11l not wm a direct victory ~ 
I 

this t1me, they will gam from the prop:.tg.tu a' pomt of vxew. It ·ls 
mdeed a. remarkable thmg that the Bnt1sh Parhament IS bemg 
d1c;solved because of a commumst, Campbell, and because' of a treaty 
l\Ith Russ1a. 

I 

! ilunk that both these facts mdiCat~ t~at we are marchmg . 
forward rather rapidly. It IS often said that we are ma1ehmg very 
slowly, but it certamly cannot be called slqir when wxthin nme 
months an attempt of such world h1stoucalimportance 1s made and 
the Immediate r~sult is ahea.dy so clear t<> thd wo;kmg class. ~t 
cannot be said after all that the pace of h1stdry IS slow. Ce1tam 
opportumsts have sa1d that the revolutiOn wlll (not come so qmckly 
and therefore we must run away from the Cominumst Party. I 
thmk that even 1f 1t were ttue that the proletartan revolutiOn 1s not 
marchmg as raptdly as we mtght w1sh, 1t does not follow that the 
tactics of Mr Newbold, for metance, m runnmg away from the 
party, n,re r1ght. But the s1tuatwn m Br1tatn shows that hxstOrJi IS 
not movmg as slowly as many 1mugme. It could go a b1t faster, but 
such. a.n htstorw attempt with such results w1thm nine D).Onths Is' 

after all not so bad. The Idea. of commumsm 1s , bemg dnven 
deep mto the massec;. rfhe workmg class lS b.emg revOlU~lODised, 
that IS clea.r Appetite comes wtth eatmg. I thmk that the Bnt1sh 
\Vorker w1lluow have a greater appetite for power. If the'.' Labour 
Government ts defeated and a. Conservative or a Conservatxv~-L1beral 
Government 1s formed, the Bnttsh worker wlll be dissatisfied and Will 

demand more; he w1ll attempt to ach1eve a real workers' government. 
I • 
1 

As r~~rds international prospects and' the "pacifist-democratic 
er'at, 1t should be sa.1d that !f Mac Donald goes, very little xs to, be 
expected of the "pamfi.st-democratw era". If Cnrzon comes back , 
he w1ll also cra.wl before Baldwm and all the small countries wdl &t 
<>nee begm to set thetr hopes upon Baldwin. Well then, what will 
become of the "democratw-pacrfibt ma" m the sense of an era of 
peaceful development, and the tonmg down of the clac;s war? Theta
fore on thts pomt too, the dmgnos1~ of the Commumst Internat10na.l 
has been more confirmed than .tefuted.. 

On the whole, therefor~, we have only to gam. We do not 
m the lea~t obJect 1f the kmg of Englancl has to prescnbe two 
geneta.l elections m one year aud the bourgeo1s1e have to go through 
all the bother. W1th us ~here are electwns to the sov1ets twiCe a. 
year. It 1s satd that th1s is not democracy. Well, let them have 
electwns tw~ee a year, tt will be more "democratiC". 

\Vhat Comrade 1\In.rty has told us today about the s1tuatwn 
in France 1c;; also very mterestmg the dtsllluswmnent not only of tbe 
small people but also of the members of the mtddle classes who n.ra 
demandmg the 800,000 francs addtttonal salaty whwh Heruot 
prormc;;ed. 
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Things are not so well, therefore, with tho ''democratic ern." 
'in the opportumst sense of the word. If a Conservative or a Liberal
\ Oonservahvfi Goveroflent c~mes Into power m England, 1t w1ll hn.ve 
<its• reverberations throughout' the whole of Europe and m the first 
place throughout thelvassal states of the Entente. 

• • 
1Even If 'M:ac1Donaid wins-I do not believe be wilT, b11t it is 

1posaibla-' the appetites of· the workers wdl also grow. They wlll 
demand that the Labour Government should be a real workers' 
'government. ~ member of our trade union delegatwn told me that; 

·when he was iu1T.iondon'be was seriously asked by the Cha1rman at 
~ ' 

·a sesswn 'of the Executive' Committee of the · Bnt1sh Engmeers' 
. union~ whether, I if 1 the Bntish working class took poW13r into their 

, l hanC.s, the · Russ1ans would send them gram I do not thmk th"Lt 
't such a 'queMw~ would have been asked :five yen,rs ago. 'The Bnt1sh 
1 trade nmon 1 aders are to a certam extent sohd fellows. If they ac;k 

~ such' a quest1 n 1t means tpat the prospect 1s w1th:m the realm of 
' possibihty. 

\ ~T.harefo e, taking all imall, Lbeheve that things are beginning 
I I • I b · ' to move 1n England. The stohd British workmg c ass has egunl to 

'' move. And thrs creates the conditions necessary for the ex1stence of 
' a commu:tnst ..mass p~rty inl BritMn. 

I I 
, ' Now, what shon~d be tbe tactics of our,Party m the narro.w 
· sence of the ,word? rAre ,the tactws of the. umted front nccessa.ry or 
J not? I beheve th~y are. Over what has the brea,k come?' It has 
come over the Anglo-Russian Treaty and the support of the com
muhlsts. :The ordmary worker sees the quest1on thus They wanted 

tl,lmptlsori Campbell and the Mac Donald Government wouldn•t allow 
'1t. t What' d1d Campbelll say? He s:ud that m the event of a. stnke 

, 1ihe troops should ·nolr fire on the workf\rs. That 1s to say the situa
; twn If?. not as acute as tt IS 1n Germany In Gennany the somal 

1democratlC leaders 'are qutte clear that the workers must be :fired 
upon· ai1d that the somal 1democra.ts must say so openly In Bntam, 
however; they cannot yet show theu colour~ so openly. In the eyes 
of the workers the whole thing has cotue about over the Anglo
Russian, Treaty n.nd ovar the questwn as to whether a commumst, 

' ~ho says "don't shoot on the workers", should be 1mp'nsoned. 

I beheve that m such a s1tnat10n the tactic of the umted front 
• I 
1s a.ppropr1ate. The ordmary worker must be told: "We must clo'le 
'tho ranks, We must fight 1ll Splte of all the Weaknesses and errors of 
the Labour Govermnrnt." This uoes not ruean that we must concf\nJ 
the f<tc~ of the Commumst Party.' I don,t know how 1t happent><l, 
but I consider It a great m1stake that our comrades at the Labour 
Party Conference voted for a resolutiOn which m frl>ct \'as a vote of 
confidence m Mac Donald's pohcy. In tins sense the umted front 1s 
Im~nrmt:;.:nble Tu3 u uted ftvu& m·Ht be appl1ed from below, 1. e , 

10 



we must go hand in hand wtth the ordmary worker in the factories • 
and at meetmgs. We must say to h1m. "we are g?mg to fi,g4t tP._,e 
Ltberals and the Conservatives, we are for the Anglo-Russ1an Treaty 
attd Campbell. 

I shall now attempt to make a resume of certam pomts: 
(1) Smce · the oamQaign is m fact on behalf of the Russian 

Treaty and 9f Campbell, ,;e'shall not put, forward Independent oandh 
dates where 1t might lead to the _defeat of the labour ca~didates. ),n 
certam d1stncts we could _cause t4e . defeat of a ~abot}.r ca. ndidatet 
Shall we do that? .I thmk~_no~, smoe 1t would result 1p the, o ampaign 
agamst the Co~gress bemg oo.nducted for another. :five_years on t~e 
pretext that the gommumsts would be to bla~e for the .v10tofy of ~he 
conservat1 ves. 

(2) W_herever we do _not put forward Jndependent capd1datea 
w~ should vote for the labour candtdates. - ' ' , 

1 (3) We should attempt Within the Labour Party to mfluence 
the personal-eandtdatures of the Labour party. At a conference one of 
our comrades made a good speech m whiCh he satd; "They won't 
support Tom' Mann, but they will support the son-in-law of Curzon', 
who ts- a member of the Labour Party" We should say, yes, we are 
for the Labour Party, we wlll vote for Labour Party people, but , 
-they must be workers who are bound wtth the- Masses. Thts 1s of 

~ 

some Importance, although we must not overra.te It. . 1 

(4) In our ag1tat10n we must, of course, sharply cr1t1C1se 
the , pohcy of Mac Donald and his servility, espemally on the 
question of hts 1mpermhsm1 1. e,, the question of Chma, Egypt, etc. • 

(5 ) In the general electiOn we should consistently demand 
the rescmdment of the Conference resolut\On excludmg commums~~:· 
I thmk the m'>ment 1s appropuate. 

(6.) • What should be the roam slogans of our campaign and 
our electiOn mamfesto? I 1thtnk they should- be (a) fot Sov1et Ru'ss1a

1 

for that IS the central pomt Of the whole fight,- and (b) long hve a 
real workers' government, and not H1s maJesty's labour government. 

, 7 .) Our whole agitatton should be assoctated ":lth, ~pe slogan 
of the umty of the mternat10nal trade umon movement Th1s 
demand :must be carried 1uto the electiOn campaign • 

(8.) Th1s Is the moment for makmg another appeal to the 
soldier:, We should come out duung the electiOn campaign With 
another mamfesto addressed to the soldters whtch w1ll repeat and 

. errpl.mstse what C~mpbell -oa1d. 

(9.) If 1t 1a at all possible, a daily paper should be brought 
out at len.st for the period of the election. 

11 



(10) It 1s pet haps necessary for Mac Mauns to go home. 

Bulharm· 

I should hke to emphasise another side of the question 'Ve 
must not underest1mate the fact that our Commumst Party vote4, 
for the generaltesplutwn of the I..~abour Party Th1s 1s very Impor
'tant and I thmk absolutely nothmg can be done If this 1s the 
'att1Lude of the pn,rty. Our representative, lf there wlll be one m 
'England, should therefore g1ve a severe rebuke to the Executive 
Oomm1ttee for th1s vote Here we have an mstanoe m whmb the 
'dangers of the umted front tact1o 1s most clearly evident And I 
I • 
thmk we must make 1t clear m the whole att1tude of our party that 
1n any case, whether we vote for Labour candidates or not, the true 
character of the party must be clearly expressed. 

, I thmk that a great educatwnal work can be done durmg the 
propaganda and ag1tat10n. For mstance, it 1s now bemg said that 
there are two ways to soCiahsrn; the Lemmst, Bolshev1k, destructive 
method, and .the new phase of soCiahom by peaceful methods, etc 
In other words, soCialism w1tho1:tt the con<11tlons for soCiahsm, 
w1thout the seizure of power. At every electwn meetmg we must 
educate the work~rs on this subJect, and use the particular example 
·to prove to the Mac Donald Government that thiS method 1s a 
complete 1llus10n smce 1t Is not a. real method for the se1zure of 
power by the workmg class 

Then as to the question of our own candidatures I do not 
know whether there are such cases, but perhaps there are, m whmh 
for mstance m certain d1strwts where we are certam in advance 
that a labour cand1date will e1ther. w1n or be defeated) we can put 
up our own candidates. Let us take a d1str1et for mstance, where 
only worke1s hve and where the Labour Party has an absolute 
maJonty-why can't we put forward our own candidates m such 
places? I thmk m such ca.ses we ought to do 1t. And where the 
Conservatives are m the maJonty, where the Conservative candidate 
wdl certamly wm and the Labour cand1date be defeated, we can 
also put forwanl our own c'1nd1dates. In such cases we would 
cnt1C1se the labour candidates qmte sha1ply. But m the d1stncts 
where we do not put f01 ward our candidates, we must dtstmgmsb 
between two thmgs, between our ag1tat10n and the clectwn demands • 

• We should therefore be very en tiCal to" ards the Go\ ernrnent but 
when 1t comes to l'arhament1ay act10n, we should of course tell the 
people that they should vote for the Labour camhdates as the lesser 
ev1l. 

One word more 1egardmg the proposal of Cnunade Zmm 1ev. 
Perhaps 1t would be usefnl t'o put forward certam other slog,1u') of 
a.n ecouom10 n:tture, for mstance natwnah'latwn or a slocran ren,u-

o 0 

dmg the uuemployed. It" auld be pcrbttp3 a good Lluug to Gumbme 
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shn.rp pohtwal1ssues w1th economic 1-:;sues, at least such important . 
ones as the question of unemployment or the natJOnahsation of 
certam branches of product10n. 

ZtnOVU'V 

I thmk that Bukharm 1s certamly right regardmg the 
programme, namPly, that we should add a cardmal economic slogan .• 

As regard the candidatures, there are very great techmcal 
, dtfficult1es. That must be dec1ded on the spot. 

Also what has been said about the Georgian trade unions is 
qmte true. The Georgian umons mv1ted an Enghsh trade union 
del~gatwn over, but m v1ew of the electiOn this delegation will be able 
to come neither to Moscow nor to Georgia. It is therefore 1mportant 
that the Gecrg1an trade umons should send a long telegramme 1h 

wh10h they should say. "We wanted you to see With your own eyes. 
You cannot come now but the questiOn Will play an Important part 
m the electwns." • 

Chief points of Speech of Comrade Macmanus to the Presidium. 

OcTO'BER IOTH, I 9:4. 

The followmg is a brief picture of the present political situa• 
~ion in Great Bntam. I beheve that the Presidium was quite right 
when it satd that creation of a Labour Government was simply a 
great expenment by Bntish imperialism. What were the circum .. 
stances under whic.h this government was elected. The position 
of Bntish imperialism last year wa's very precarious indeed. Despite 
having come out victorious from the war, the bourgeois statesmen 
had completely failed to win the Peace for British imperialism. In 
Europe the crushmg of Britain's greatest rival, Germany, had only 
been effected to pass· the balance of power into the hands of 
French imperialism. By the occupation of the Rohr and the unit· 
ing of the Ruhr coal fields w1th the iron mines of Alsace, France 
held the master card. British 1mperialism a]so experienced a great 
shock, by the emergence from the war of two formidable competltor& 
in Amencan a~d Japanese imperialism. These constituted a 
challenge to her power in the East. Native bourgeoisies had sprung 
up in the colonies and, as in the case of India and Australia, were 
now competing with British capital. Canada and South Africa were 
drifting away from the Commotlwealth. The working class move· 
ment at home in Britain had now become a formtdable pohtical 
force. '1 bus a. year ago the pos1t1on of Bntish Imperialism was pre· 
carious indeed. The presence of America and Japan in China 
prevented any progress being made in the exploitation of this vast 
te1 ntory. In the colonies not only was Britain faced with a com· 
pet10g native bourgeoisie, but nationalist and liberation movements 
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llad grown up and violence had to be resorted to keep the colonies 
1n' check as 'witness the Arnntsar M~ssacre and the Black and 
Ten m Ireland. It was because of these dtfficultles that irnpcn::llism 
decided upon the great expenment of a Labour Govemment. '1 he 
success of this experiment surpasses the greatest expectations of 
the BritJsh bourgeo~s1e. In six. ~hort months the MacDonald Ad· 
m1histration has accornphshed what Lloyd George, Baldwm, and 
C)ltitOl1 fajled to aGhieve m four. years, \Vhat are the results ? 

The Dawes Plan has been safely p1loted through 1ts 
~ ddficulties· and the German working class had ~ow been completely 

subjugated tb the colonisahon o£ Anglo-American cap1tal. The 
French are leavmg the Ruhr and thus the bahnce of European 
power. h~.s been returned in favour of British 1mperahsm. The ag• 
gress1ve n~tionahst movements, whtch had become a menace, and 

) wh1ch ha,d built• great, hopes uponjthe advent of a labourgovernment, 
had now heen taught. tq expect nothing in this duectwn. The 
bombing of Iraq and Sudan gave proof of the impenahst character 
of this labour government and was an assurance to the British hour· 
~eoisie t~at 1t~_ colonial interests were in good, hands. In the East 
advantage had l:ieen taken of the weakne!)s of japanese 1tnpenahsm 
due to the earthquake, and another pact had be,en established between 
Anglo·Amencan cap1tal for the colonisahon of Chma. The expen· 
men( of a labour government was certamly a :succes~ to Bnt1sh 
impenalism. T·his gives nse, however, to the quest10n. Why then 
should·the Brihsh bourgeoisie dtspense with the government m the 

• face 6£ these successes ? 

Tlhe~Labour, Government, relied for its c:;trength upon the 
wJnkiog class of Bntam. When, during .the· Anglo·Russtan negot1a .. 
tiohs, the Mac Donald Government attempted to retreat, the 

' syrop.athy of, the masses compelled this Government to stgn the 
. treatyt This was a. stgn~l to the bourgeoisie of a grow1ng danger 

and menace. Impenalism dectde~ that it could now safely dis· 
, pense with this labour,government and take the rems into its ov.n 

hands. It was.now only a questioo oi the converuence of the hour· 
geo1s1e parttes, The Conservative Party was prepared for an elec· 

~ t10n at any, momenl. The L1herals, however, were not prepared~ 
, Theu ranks were div1ded and they were Without any clear policy. 
The attack on the Russ1an Treaty was to be the prehmmnry sk1rm1sh 

, iu the preparanon for the overthrow of the Gvvernmcnt That it 
was only mtended as a skirmish, at least so far as the Liberal Party 
is concerned, is evidenc;:ed by the last minute incluswn of the Camp· 
bell issue. The L1beral Party did not believe that MacDonald would 
force an election upon such an ll)Sue. The ''.Manchester Guardran,. 
for Octoher~2nd had completely n:a&on~d, out ~the situation m th1s 

' way. the Government would accept the defeat as a vote of censure. 
lt was well known that the kmg dtd not dfSlre two electiOnS in one 

14 



year. Therefore, reasoned the "Manchester Guardian~, 1\Iacl)onalu 
Will ask the I~wg to send for Baldwm and ask him to form a Govern· 
ment. Baldwm ·cannot form a government JUSt now in vtew of the 
very dehcate atmosphere existmg over the Irish boundary quest10n. 
Baldwm in turn will then urge the kmg to send for Asquith and a 
Liber:::.l Government will be formed. This is how the "Manchester 
Guardian" had the SLtuahon worked out, But MacDonald and, 
the Labour Party were also alive to what was happening. They 
reahsed that the1r work was finished, imperialism had no further 
use for them. It was only a question of tune. If any mdtcabon had 
been requtred to prove that the Labour party mtended to force;; 
an elect10n, and to spo1l the hberal plans, the attack on the Com· 
mun1st Party at the Labour- Party Conference would have gtven 
suffi.cu~nt proof The concentrated campmgn against our l'art7, 
which the Labour Party has been cJnductl'lg dunng the last two 
weeks, wa~ in essentials a vote·catch1.1g campatgn. The speeches· 
of the leaders at the Labour Party Conferen:e agabst the Com· 
mumst Party were all calculated to assure the middle class voters 
and also to attract the conservative mmded workmg class. Such 
is the stage settmg for this electiOn. 

And now a word about the balance of parties. I believe that 
both the Consen•attves and the Labour Pa1 ty wlll increase the1r ' 
strength at the expense of the Liberal Party. The Conservauve• · 
Party wdl get a majonty, possibly big enough to form a Conserva· • 
tive Government. Should they fatlm tnis, then I believe there wlll 
be a coalition between the T~nes and L1berals. '1 

The Communist Partt is not too well prepared for the elec·" 
tion. The dec1sions of the Labour Party Conference this week 
somewhat disorganises 011r party arrangements. The Labour Party 
Conference dec1ded not only against our affiliation but also to de· 
finitely refuse endorsement to any candidate who is a member of 
our Party. The Conference further decided that members of 
our party. The Conference further decided that members of 
our party were not ro be allowed to join the Labour Party:··, 
This latter decision means the achtevement of what was 
intended by the Edmburgh Amendment cf ten years ago. It will 
be 'remembers that at Edinburgh an amendment was accepted to 
exclude the right o[ communists to attend Labour Party conferencell 
even as trade umon delegates. Thu; raised suc~1 a storm of protest 
that last year they were comt>elled to withdraw it. This year they 
have achieve:! their obJect by an ind1rect method. Our candidates 
wtll prob1.bly run on the s:~.m: basis as last year-with local 
I.;abour Patty adopt ton. \Ve shall have eight or· ten candidates in 
the field. From a working cla.;;s pJmt of v1ew the e!ection 1s good 
in that the two outstanding issues w11l be the Anglo-Russ tan Treaty 
and the trial of Campbell, the cdttor of the uwork:ers' Weeklyu.' 
My opimon i 1 that the Presidium should send directives LO the 
Bnnsh party on the following pomts. 
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The united front campaign must under no circumstanc~s be 
changed. Th~re w11l be some po~s1bihty of a reaction from the 
Labour Party Conference and may be a tendency among some of 
our members to come out and to open oppos1tlon to the Labour 
Party candidates. This \\ould be a mistake as 1t w1ll hand a seat 
over to the bourgeois nominees. The party should be mstt ucted 
to catry on a vigorous co:tm?atgn of sharp critJcism against the 
act1ons of the Labour Government and expose 1ts 1mperialist 
character. \V ~ Ehall have to act quickly as the date of the election 
ha:-.1 bl!en set dcwn for Oc.ober zg. This g1ves us only 19 days for 
the whole election campa1gn. 

P. 2333 [l] 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF Gt. BRITAIN 
( Brit:sh Sc&tton of the Comrmmtst b;ter•Jlatio?zal) 

' . 
OFFICIAL ORGANS: CENTRAL 

16 KINO STREEI, COVENT GARDEN,' EXECUTIVE < UTHE 
WORKERS' 
\VEEKL Y*' 

Thursday One Penny 

HTH'E. 
COMMUNIST 

REVIEW" 
Monthly S1xpence 

S. L, SakJatvala. 

Dear Comrade, 

, COMMITTEE 
LONDON •••.•. W. C. 2 Albert Inkpm, 

Telephone: Genard 877 

• •0• • 

G~·ueral rSer-~ etary 

All commumcat1ons to 
be addfesbed to the 
Secretan~t and not to 

md1vJdualll 

23rd June 1925. 

• 
\V1th further _reference to our letter of a few days ago con· 

erning Indian Students at Oxford, and the dt:sirabihty of your 
ananging an appomtment wlth certam of these who will be returnmg 
to India in the course of a few weeks. 

\V e have received a memo. dealincr w1th the political com· 
• • 0 

poHllon of the MaJtls, and we enclose herewith a copy of same for 
yoU! mformatlon aud desire to draw your attention partlcuarly to 
the request on page,2 of the memo. that you should meed a number 
of these Ind1ans dunng the course of the next few ,\ eeks. 
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\Ve would be glad tf you wculd arrange this. 

Yours fraternally, 

Th~mas Bell 
I 

Colonial Department. 

P. 2333 [2J. 
MEMO. FROM P. R STEPHENSEN & I. G. THOMAS 

I 

Sub]ect:-COMPOSITION OF INDIAN MAJLIS AT OXFORD. 

The stxty-stx Indtans composmg the Majhs at Oxford may be 
d1v1ded mto pohtical categories as follows.-

Modera.tes 18' 

Swara.j1sts 11 

SoCJ . .a.bsts 5 

I C. S & I. F. S. 20 (Pledged to support Govt.) 
1 

U ncla.sstfied 12 

The Moderates. These may be said to reflect the opimons of the 
y nat1ve bourgeo1s1e The desire for " Dominion 

St::ttus " is a typical demand. Some few a.re 
openly Empire Sycophants. 

• Swara;tsts Names as follows: Ahmad, Dhanda., Dongre, 
Husain, RaJapakse, Khan, Thapar, Bharucha, Dutt 
Ghose, Phanse. We may regard any of these 
people as poss1b1ht1es for our party, but systematic 
and careful propaganda is necessary. 

Smnaltsts: Names as follows. Gopalswami · 
Sarkar 
Manjunath 
Knshna. 
Muza 

These a.re undoubtPdly our best immed1a.te possl
hihttes. Further details below. 

(vVe ha.ve d1stnbuted "Vanguard" hterature amongst the 
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Socialists and Swaraj1sta named above.) 

I. C. 8 & I. F~ S There are thirteen studymg for the Indian Civil 
Service and seven lor the Indian Forest Service., 
Th~~ are all pledged to support the Government, 
and it is therefore almost impossible to get much 
support from them. We can make the attempt 
hter on to get their sympathy, or at lea.sl to find 
out where tbtlY stand indiv1dua.lly. 

Unclassifieil: There are twelve of the Majlis of whose political 
opinions we know nothing. Most of these may 
be considered as having no political mterest, bub 
here again we· must. inve~igate further at the 
earliest opportunity; 

Be Interviews with Oom. Saklatl7ala:....!.rhe ·following are 

leaving for India, shortly, having completed their eour~ at Oxford: 
1ilq.njunath (Soc.) 
,, ' 

Sarkar (Soc. with communist ayiiipa.thiesJ 

Barncha (Swar) 

Dutt (Swa.r) 

Ghose (Swa.r) 

Pbanse (Swar) 

Dongre (N a.tionalist) 

. I,~ is i~portant tha~ Com. Sak1atva1a should Interview tli~se 
, wert ~efor~ they depart. Naturally they would not come all together 

'' to interview h1m, and ~ tete-a-tete conversation would produce besb 
results. We append our oplmon of each of these men, and also a 
list of the• d&tes on whtch they could call on Sa.l,c. in London. Xo 
the abOve list we may add ·the foUowipg, whg are re~aining in 
Britain for & year longer. 

(lopalswami (QOI;qlllllPis~) 

M1r~a (Socialist) 

The followJng are the dates when the Indians concerned wlll 
be m London and prepared to see Com. Saklatvala. 

I 

P.R. Stephensen will call at Kmg Street on Tuesday next 
(23rd) to receive detatls from Coi!l Saklatvala or to find out when 
he can anange interviews. 

DONGRE 

MIRZA 

Any day, at once. 

Any day. (after 4 45 p 'm 
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SARKAR La.st week Ul June. 

I BARUOBA First• week in July. 
... .. .. , • )' t ' 

' J GOPALSWAMI June 26th. to 28th. 

PHANSE 

GROSE 

MANJUNATHJ 

DUTT 

July 13th to 15th. 

Aiter 15th. July. 

To be arranged later. 

Personal details reg~rdin~ the men who are to meet Comrade 
Saklatvala: · ... 

1 1 
• 

Dongrs 

MIRZA:. 

Barkar: 

Barucha: .. .. "' ... 

Gopalswami 

Pkame: 

Ghose: 

nU.tt 

l ' 

Barrister (Middle Temple). Brothers are wealthy 
Bombay merchants. Proud, independent character. 
Candid ·and r~solute. Bitterly nat1onahst in feeling, 
No politica.l affiliations. 

Socialist. Appears to be a, very able man, and quite
pfep~red to discuss the Communist position. 

Socialist-communis~ ... , G!adua.ted at, ~~P. . o! ¥ir.s~· 
Class Honours hst at Calcutta U niversxty. Intends 
to enter Indian Educational Setvice: If of a. timid 
nature, and says he is interes~~4 i1;l. political theory 
only, having no inclination to "he -a politician.'' 

f 
' 1 • 

Of ,Bombay Parsee community. SucceedS' in re-
concilitig to his own sil.tisf~tl6J1 nationallsm with 
socialist' sympithies' a.nd sh idealisation of ~.a 
44J?Uiified'' caste syste~. r • 

Communist. before lea.'Ving' India ( but no party 
creqenttala). ijas Joine4 0. :r. G. B. and "gives us 
every assist!l!n~e here .. 

Ex;·presiqent of Majhs, and at present Edit~r of 
"Bharat". Extrema SwataJist. No disinclination 
~o interview Sak. Interested in " Vanguard " 
hterature. 

Prestdent of MaJlis. SwaraJist. Behaves in non• ' 
violence as an ideal, but thmks that 'India. wtll be 
compelled to free- -herself by viOlence because of 
Enghsh use of brute force.' 

Swarajtst. Very timtd. Not proud of bemg a coueun 
.. 
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of Palme Dutt. Reluctant to meet Sak. but has 
nevertheless consented. 

Manj-unath: Gopalswami says he is a Socialist, but we have not 
ha,d the opportun1ty of talkmg wtth him. 

' ' 

I I 

P. 2334. 

'To The:Commissioner of Police 
I I 

Scotl;md Yard 

Is. w. 

Dear S,ir, 

2. St. ALBANS VILL'A S. 
" 

HIGHGATE ROAD. 

LONDON. N. W. 5 

· November 3/25. 

.~ 'My secretary Mr. Bishop had kept all my Parliamentary 
co.rrespondenc;e and sta~ionery in Mr. Wintringham's fiat at I Dr. 
Johnsons Bldgs. E. C., from where they ha:~·e been collected ar.d 
taken away by your officers along with papers etc. belonging to the 

, Communist Party. 
I ' : 

' J ' As my correspbndehce and papers have·no special benring 
on the C. P. activ1ties, I shall thank you to instruct your officers 
for their ret;;.rn to me •. 

Yours faithfully 

Sd/. Shapurji Saklatvala. 

,• 
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P. 2335. 
November 6th. 1925, 

- • • f' • \ • ..,. "< ¥. ,.... .. • .- "'l I ( ~ \k • 

Received of the Comm1ss1oner of the Metropolitan Police: 
,... \ .. ~ .... ,.. ... ( ~ .. 

One box·file containing documents, 'papers etc-.. 
" ' 

One box-file ••.•• Do .••.•• ••••• Do •••••••••• 

Two brown paper parcels containing documents etc . 
. 

One paper parcel containing papers etc. 

Sd/. Shapurji Sakatvala. 

Nov. 6/25-

Witness. A. C. Foster. Sgt. 

--

F. 2336. 
Passport application dated 30·7·23 submitted by Shapurji 

Saklatwala. Certain portions of the declarati9n and description 
are in the handwnting of ~ak!~twala dnd these are signed by him: 
A photo of Saklatwala is also ·attached with the applic~tion • 

.,..,__ ,...,. .... --

--
P. 2337. 

Passport appli<!ation dated 7•2·21 submitted by Thomas Beii. 
The entries and signature dre in tHe hflb.dwriting oi Bell. A photo 
of Thomas Bell is also attached with the application. 
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P. 2338. 
Passport application dated 3·6·2 I submitted by Har.ry pollitt. 

The entries in the declaration and description and the signature 
are in the hand writing of Harry pollitt. A photo of Harry pollitt 
is attached wtth the application. 

P.2339 
A booklet in English entitled " Programme of the Commu• 

nist International ' • '· 

P. 2340 
Passport application dated 7-7-24 submitted by Arthur Glyn 

, Evans. The entries in the declaration and description as well as the 
• signature are in the handwritmg of Glyn Evans. A photo of 

Glyn Evans is attached with the application. 

P. 2341 
. 

Passport application of 26-~1·28 submitted by Arthur George 
Field. A photo of Arthur George Field is attached with the 
apphcation. · 

2J 



· P. 2342. 
An issue of the " Sunday Worker " dated21-xo·28. 

P. 2343. 
Page 558 of the Modern Review for May 1927. on which is 

printed the photo of V, Chattopadhyaya, 

P. 2344 
V.CHATTOPADHYAYA 

Berlin-Charlottenburg 

Goethestr. 61 • . 
To the 

Editor of 

" Forward " 

Calcutta. 

Dear Sir, 

ptemb'er 5th., I928 

I enclose herewith for publication in your journal the manus• 
eript of an article by Comrade N. M. Roy, which he has sent me 
for the Indian pres~>. It deals with a subject o~ considerable 
importance and I hope that there will be no difficulty in findmg 
room for it in your columns. 

I should also feel very much obliged to you if you could 
send a copy of your paper J;Yatzs toM. A, Farn1qui, 16, Hektors .. 
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trasse, BerlinHalensee. I may say that gbod use will be made of it 

Yours truly, 

V. Chattopadhyaya. 
P,j.'}, 4lr 

SOCIALISM. 
AND NATIONALISATION OF LAND. 

' Jawaharla1 Nehru's advocacy of Socialism as applied to the 
land'' m his speech at the Kerala Provincial Conference provoked 
a protest from a number of Punjab landowners. Replymg lo the 

, statement of the PunJab 'lando~ners 1\rr. Nehru, in an arhcle 
in the "Forward" 'July 2 :), has made 1t clear what the means by 
"Socialism as appl~ed to land"· According to this articie, what 

~ he advocates is not social~sm, but national~sation of land, althou~h 
he mixes up the two thmgs which are very distmct from each 
other. The land reform advocated by him is somethmg very 
~regressive in the glVen social conditions of India though it 
provokes the indtgnation of the landowning class it ts sure to win 
the approbatwn of other social elements interested in raising our 
national economy to a higher level of development. But these 
socml elements, in spite of their relative progressiveness as far 
as landownership 1s concerned, do not necessarily sympathize with 
Socialism. As a matter of iact, they nre hostile to SocJalisrn, even 

., f ' ~ ' 

"as applied to the land". Il with all of them this hostility to 
sociahsm is not conscious or expresseq to·day, it will be so 11~ soon 
as the issues involved become clenr. Therefore, by associatmg his 
propaganda for land reform w1th something ( SociaH~Irl) it is not, 
Mr. NeHru w11l unnecessarily scare away many v.hq, otherwise, 
would be affected by hts propaganda. \Vhy should he harm his 
cause by erroneo~sly a~so~iating 1t w1th Soctnlism which 1t is not 
and m which he himself, judged from his article does not believe? 
On the other hand, such mistaken or distorted jnterpt etation of 
Soctahsm is Iikelr, to mislead those grouping towards Socialism. 
So by confusing dtstinct 1ssues Mr. Nehru's propaganda will, on 
the one hand, fail to dnve sufficienpy home the cause of land 
reform whtle, on the other hand, ft Wtll l'hnder the correct under· 
standmg of and honest strivmg for Soc1ahsm by the more 
advanced elements of the exploited classes. 

~ ' 
L t 

1 fi 4r t bl t) I ) {) l 
0 

I r h s 1 
' d e us rSL es a 1su our contention t at oc1ahsm an 

t1atwnalisatlO'n of hind are not i:r}dentica:t. In order to dd 1t, lt is 
necessary to beg1~ with a geb.eral enuhciatlon of Soctalism\ The 
essence of Soc1ahs'm is the aboht10n of pnvate p1toperty ~~ the 
means of productlOn, dtstnbuhon and exchange. Socialism 
wtll abolish lpnvate owne~ship of land, not as something d1slmct, 
but as an mtegral part of the agregate means of SOCial production • . 
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Now nation-alisation nf land docs not necessarily imply the 
abolition of private property in land. It simply represents the 
c1 eation of a' new form of property. The concrde ~es~lt of the 
nationahsatlon of rand is determined by the character of the state 
whtch nationahses the land. If the nationlisation takes place under 
the bourgeois state, the private property in the land remains: 
notwlthsta'ridmg any formal juridtc~il change that migh occu• on the 
surface. The function of the bourgeois state is to defend the institu~ 
tton of private property. It w1ll never abol1sh prfvate p~ope~ty in 
any one department ot the prod119tlve sys'tem. But nationalisation 
iC) 1dentical ~ith soctaiisition when it takes place after the over· 
throw of the bourgeois state. Then it takes place not as a'n 
isolated fact, but inside the general process of the abo!ition of 

' t ' \,. • l \. ' ~ 
the entire ~;st7m of private prop~rty. !n .the 1

1
atter, case, ~he stat~ 

that nahonahses the land is the organ of polihcal power ol the 
expropr.ieted clas!) (proletariat) whose histone mis~lOn is to abolisll 
pnvate~ prope~ty. So natt~:mahsation' cannot be considered as some·· 
thing abstract. 1ts effect upon and useful~ess for the society will 
vary ac~ording fo the condltions under w'hich it Will happen. 

Whi1e Socialism ~mliraces nationalisation of land, nation~ 
alisation of land, nevertheless, necessa'rlly is not identical to 
Socialism; As a matter. of L"lct,' the land reform theory the cui· 
minating pomt of which is nationahsation, counts amont its origiaal 
propounders Sllch bo\lrgeois economists, philosophers and moralists 
as Ricardo, Locke, Spence Ogllv1e etc. Even such .a pillar of tfie 
bourgeots •;c)ciety as Herbett Spencer,' who was ral;>idly anti .. 
socialist m a pertod when all the bourgeojs radicals dallied with 
vagu:t fomulas of Socialism, sympathised with the land reform 
movement. The theoretical foundation of the doctrines of land 
reform and nat1onahsat10n· was ]aid down by the apostle of private 
property John Stuart Mill. 

"No man mad(;' the land' it is ,th~· originai inherit~nce' ot t~e 
h I 

0 s h F 0 kj" d f 0 
A • .t w o e species ••• ·.:-........ UPP.?Se t e1e 1s a, m, o mcoll'!e wh1~h 

constantly tends to mcrease, without any exer~ion o,r s~~r1fice ~:m· ~he 
part of the owner; those owners coustltutmg a class in the com- .. 
munity, whom the natural course of things prqgr~ssively enriches, 
consistantly w1th cotpplete passiveness on their part. In such case 
it would be no,violation of the principles o~ ~hich priv~te P~.oper'ty 
1s grounded, if the state should appropriete this increase of wealth-, 

i I I f 

This would not properly be taktng anything from anybody; it would 
merely be applying an accession of wealth, created by circumst:mces, 
to the benefit of the society, mstead of allowing it' to qecome an un· 
earned appendage to the nc .• es of a I particular class: This is 

I '' t 
actually the case wtth rent. The ordinary progress of a society 

f I } \ Jl 

which mcreases m wealth, is at all times tendmg to augptent. t~e 
incomes of bndlords. They grow richer, as it were, in their sleep. 
\Vhat clJ.lm do they have on the general principle ot social JUStlce, 
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to the accession of riches 1 

(Prmciples of Pohtical Economy by J. S Milf) .. 
According tu Mlll, the private property in land is not so 

••sacred" as other forms of property. M1ll was the economist of 
capitalism; and as &uch, he postulated a theory jusilfying attack 
upon feudal landownership wh1ch handicapped capitalist productmn. 
His doctrine of land reform, wh1ch tended logically towards nahon
alization, however, did not in the least challenge the right of private 
property as the ba;s1s of social economy. This proves what a wide 
gulf lays between natio.tahsahon of land by the cap1tal1St state and 
Socmhsm. 

This theory of Mill was given more definite shape by Patrick: 
Dove in hi.; book called ,.,Sc1ence of Pohttcs". 'What Dove p.ropo· 
~ed was practlcallythe exproprietlon of landed property in the mte
rests of the bourgeoiste. Dove argued that "common ownership cf 
land is the right prmciple", but at the same hme he asserted that 
uthe events of 1848 have demonstrated that communism was unat
tainable''. Here we see that nationalisa tion of land far from being 
identical with Socialism was advocated by one who considered 
Socialism to be an unrealisable goal. Dove advocated a sweeping 
attack not only upon large landed properties, but upon pnvate pro• 
perty in land m general (he was against' dev1S1on of land) clearly 
and admittedly to promote the interests of c.1.p1tabsrn. H1s theory 
d1d not ~ake mto consideration the interests of the exploLted peasant 

-cultlvatin'!f the land. He justtiied exproprietion of land by the 
following argument. There are two main sout ces of taxa boo, 
namely land and mdustry. If the entire burden of taxation were 
shifted upon the former, the latter would be m much more favour

able situation. By nationalising the entire ]and rent the state w11l 
be able to abolish all other taxes. "The taxes on mdustry or 
labour the true source of property, is robbery pure and simple •.• 
Trade and industry, hberated from the incubus of taxatmn, wiJI be 

'ableifreely to develop to the advantage O"f the whole na.t1on''. (P E • 
• Dove·Science of Pohtlcs). 

The '• whole nation ,. for whose benefit Dove advocated 
nationalisahon of land was obvwusly the cap1tahst class owning 

, and conttolhng trade and industry. H1s obJection to the taxes on 
labour was m conformity w1th the hberal doctrmes of soc1al reform 
that replaced that of unrestncted latsS'ez jatre A comparatively 
higher standard of livmg for the working class is, 1.1ndcr ordinary 
conditions, desirable, even essential, for the development of capita
lism. It enlarges the horne market for capttahst commodities. 
Should the workers be relieved of exhorb1tant taxatwn, they could 
spend the money thus saved in purchasing goods. The concern 
expressed by the bourgems socnl reform~rs for the worklllg class, 
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was dictated by capitalist interests. In different shges of social 
evolution the ''nation" or the stat'e is Identified With one particular 
class the class occupying the dominating position in the given 
period. The interest of the dominating class is glonfied as the 
interest of the "whole nation". 

The Land Tenure Reform Association founded by J. S. Mill 
in 1870 clatmed ''the unearned increase of the land and the produce 
thereof'' for the society as a whole. It proposed that the state 
should take control of the land. (J. S, Mtll Programme of the 
Land Tenure Reforrn Association) 

Nevertheless, practically all the liberal theorists, politicians 
and social reformers of the epoch joined the Association. This 
again proves that ibohtion of feudal (or any other form of unproduc· 
tive) landownership is far from Socialism, being a measure advan• 
tageous to cap1tal1st development. As a matter of fact all from J. S. 
Mill to Henry George and Alfred Russel Wallace who advocated 
land reform (m various ways, namely, nationalisation of the land 
tax, single·tax, nationalisation of the land etc.) were either tacitly 
or expressedly opposed to Socialism. Even the American, Henry 
George, who in his book "Progress and Poverty" presented a 'com· 
pJe'te scheme of laud reform supported by a synthesis of Bentham's 
philosophy of "natural right", Ricardo's and Mill's theory of rent, 
and Dove's proposal for the nationalisahon of rent, di~associated 
him-self clearly from Sociahsm. The actual application of the 
remedy of "the Smgle:tax., prescribed by Henry George for the 
"old countries" would be nationahsatio'l of the land, although he 
did not make such a ''radical" proposition. Yet, he opposed So· 
cxalism as something "incompatible wtth personal freedom". The 
doctrine of persot1al freedom (1ndi1rtdu1.hsm 1 is the corollary to the 
capitalist economtc theory of compeletion. A believer in the cap1 .. 
talist doctnne of competetion,, Henry George demanded 
the abohtion of the monopoly in the' form of landownershi~. 
The hyprocritical verbage about the suffering of the working cl ~ss, 
contained in the book of Henry George was meant to deceive the 
working c;lass and mc1pient Socialists. H~nry George's quackery 
of Single-tax <;;onsiderab)y retarded the clarification of Soc1alist 
thought 1q England, because most of the inctptent Socialists of that 
time fell under the mfluence of his propa.ganda. The Briti~h 
Soeialist movement was not hberate~ from the harmfu.l influence of 

I 

Henry George untll the followers of Karl Marx; headed by H. M •. 
Hyndman, exposed the capltahst character of,his remedy. 

Now we CO\lle to defll w~th the theories of Alfred R1,1ssel 
Wallace in whose hand the previous schemes of land. reform defi
mtely took the form o£ nationahsation. Wallnce's book "Land 
Nationalisat10n•• appcared,at th~ same time as H~nry George came~ 
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tlo Engladd inth his th'eory of Single tax. As h1s American con· 
t~mporary Wau::mce took the teachmgs of the Ieadmg bourgeo1s 
pht'Iosophers and e~onom1st~ as his hypothesis and reached the 
co'oci'us"ion that "the 6Id Idea,· so' prevalent still all}ong wor~men, 
that capital and labour are antagonistic,' is a mistake B~th ahke 
suffer f10p1 the common enemy the landlord and rent absorbs the 

.. ,.... , . .., ..... t ' \ .. l _., • 

pro~t:._ ~IliSh t~e ~~~ady ~ncrea.s~ of ~r~ductive power in all civilised 
countnes should give to labour and capital". 

tli'us1
,' what' Wa1lace propose'd' iras not Socialism; on the 

contrary, ac; a premises for his theoty of land' nationa'hsa\i6n' hJ 
negative~ the,.e~1ste~ce o,f the v~rr. fact wh.1fh i,ne,vitab~y :rp~kes for 
~oqiahs~. _?-'he !~undation o~ th .. e sqcialist movement 1s the ,recog~ 
nit10n of th~ fact that the interests of labour and capital are anta-

.. -." <I... .... J .. ' ... ' ... • 4 " f l .. 

gon~stic. This clas.s _ ~J.lt~g~niSJ!l is~ the C?n~equ~oce ?f :pnvate 
property. The obJect of Soc1al~sl?. i~ to ~bolis~ private properti 
sq that human society 1wtll_ P.~ rescue? from , t,he vicious .~ircl~ 9£ 
class antagonism and become a commonwealth of free .ind1y1duals. 

I ,... I .. 'i:' I 

Wallace, hke h1s , pr~de_cessors and 1 co~temporane~ . i~n the 
1
land 

reform movement, JUStifies !lnd d~efends t~e more advanced (cap1· 
talistJ form of pnvate pr~~er~ty ,wp}le demandipg the disruption of 
an older form for the benefit of the newer. He wntes: 

'H' f I t I I f I J 4\ I' ' .. f -

"The law which makes land private property 1s wrong; and 
f" 1._. 1 f I' r ! I "' } 

thi& being ~o, we can understand why it 1s tJ:iat the very pnnciple 
of !~ee contract', b~ying cheapJ ~nd1 

selling dear, supply and demand 
as the ~~gulator 6£ pnce-pn'hci'ples' wh1ch work good for mankmd 
in every-G>the~ case, work e~i11 

here It. 

N'ationalisation of land proposed by \Vallace does everi abo· 
I ish priva~e property in lanO.~ Private property cannot be abolished 
Piece-meal. The whole system is an integral whole, and must be 
a'tt:~.cked as such. Tlie e·ssel'ltial effect of land natlonahsation, as 
advocated by Wallace and other non·soctahsts,'would be to change 
the cha~acter of the property ih land-to transform lt from feudal 
property to oouVgeois property. What really lS wanted by them IS 

t r ( 1 

to free the-land from the monopolist ownership of the landlords and 
• brm.g it' ~ithln' the or'bit' of cap1talist market. In spite of his 
assertion that the "prmc1ples of free contraCt work evll'' in the 
case of land, Wallacel made the follo'wmg suggestions as the prac· 
tiral application of his theory ol nalionalisation • . 

I. That landlordism must be replaced by occupying 
ownersb1p; 

I > • 

2. That the tenure of the holder must be secure Wlth the 
I I 

nght of 1ls free use; 

3· That the holder must have the freedom to se11 or trans• 
fer hb 1nterests in the land. • 
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The apphcat10n of these principles would lead to the creatio:tt 
of peq,sants-proprietors, freed from the o.bolutism of fendal1 landlords, 
but drawn mto the system of capitalist nattonal economy. Firstly, 
the :final ownership of the land is t:ransferecl to tha baurgeois1o 
through the capttahst state. Secondly, by the system of opoupymg 
ownership the peasants' labour IS brought dtrecrtly under capitahsb 
expl01tatwn. Thirdly, landlorda share (rent) IS transfered into 
capitalist' profit. Fourthly the cultlvators• freedom to sell or trans
fer their mterests m land creates new condttion fot the monopoly of 
land-but a monoply of the capttahsts. 

So, nationahsation'of ]and as. such neither theoretically, n6r 
by tmphcatwn has anything to do Wlth Sociahsm. It IS a measure, 
whiCh promotes the mterests of cap1tahs1m, unless it is~ introduced 

by the worlung class after the overthrow of the capitalism state. 

Now, in the hght of this knowledge of the theories' of land 
reform let us examme the propositions of J awaharlal Nehru as' regardS" 
the natwnahaatwn of land. At the very outset of this oxamfnat1on 
one thmg attracts our attentiOn. Mr. Nehru's proposals are essent1all'yf 
similar to those of the bourgeois advocates of land reform, refered1 to' 
above, partlCul:uly to the schema o{ Wallac-e. But at the same tune, 
he advances them as somahst measures-. Itr rs ~lBomruiism as applie'Cl , ' 
to ,land," as he puts 1t. Two mferenaes may be made from this:- 1. 
either Mr. Nehru finds Somahsm m the measures: of landl reform 
advocated by Wallace, Henry George and theu predecessors; 2 or he1 

proposes somethmg new whlCh bears an apparent resemblanee· to 
measures advocated by bourg~ois reformers 1ru othel' countnes, but 
which 1s essentially ddierent from them. Should the' first be the 
case, Mr. Nehrn has obv10usly made a mistake.. He has dxscovered 
Socaalism m the camp of 1ts subtle enemies. Or Is, he trying to· do 
what other land reforlll.ers tr1ed and failed to accompl,ish in other 
countnes? This questibn wlll be answered by the exammat1on or 
what be actually proposes. Let us take tt for gr9Jnted that. the latter 
1s the correct conclus10n to be drawn from h1s propositions-that 
he proposes something new in the realm of land reform,, although 
appearmg to say the same thing as others $atd m the past. 

What is ip that Mr Nehru actually advocates? His prOpo· 
s1tions as statea m h1s artiCle reasurmg the Punjab landholders that 
"they have httle to fear from nat10nahsat10n of land ," can. be sum
merised as follows. 1. Big Zemmdars must go (where and how he_ 
does not explam), 2. The ownership of the land should be vested m 
the natlon or 1n somety as a whole,3. Btg Zemmdar1s should be broken 
up, and large number of peasant holders created all over the country. 

Mr. Nehru puts forward these measures of land reform as 
"BoClahsm apphed to land." But will theu applicat10n• fullfil the 
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basic condition of SoCia.hsm ? W 111 it abolish private 'Property
even 1'1 land. Obvwusly not. Mr. Nehru h1mself, adm1ttedly, does 
not t;ucrcrest the abcht10n of, private ownership of land, notwlth-

oo ' 
standmg his use of the term 'soC1a.hsa.t10n." as synonymous to natlO-
nahsatwn. What he proposes is the creat10n of peasant
holders p"ractwally owning the land they cultivate, wh1le 
the Jnndwal ownersh1p of the last IS finally vested m the 
state. In other words, he advocates the extens1on of the present 
ry~twan system of tenure throughout the country. In allaymg 
the apprehension of the ind1gn:1nt landlords Mr. Nehru asks them 
If they would "prefer that the ownership of !and should rest With an 
urespons1ble Bnt1sh government or with a responsible Ind1an 
government." That 1s, thi nat10na.hsat10n of land as advocated by 
Mr. Nehru 1s the generahsatlon of the ryotwan system under a 
national Indlan government. If th1s 1s SoCiahsm, then the system 
of land tenure obtammg Ih the Imperialist French Repubhc and 
some other smaller European countnes IS sociahst. Jawaharlal 
Nehru has mdeed a pecu~u~r understandmg of SoCialism. No wonder 
that the astute, anti-SOCiahst bourgeOIS pohtlCia.n Lala LaJp::tt Rai 
applauded h1s "practical SoCiahsm" while ridiculing Saklatwalla's 
propaganda of "too much heat, but not enough bght" and disdam
fully refermg to the wr1ter of this article as "a vendor of patent 
medlcine." When his scheme of -"Soc1,ahsm as apphed to land,', 

not only on exammatwn, but on the face of It, 1s a. repeatet10n 
{consc10us or unconsctous ?) of those previOusly p,dvoca.ted mother 
couutnes by frank and ardent defenders of capitalist soCiety, and 
wms the approbatwn of the repre~Jentatives of the Indian bourge01s1e, 
Jawaharlal Nehru should know that natwnahsat1on of hnd as 
proposed by him Is somethmg entirely different from Sociahsm. 
Perhaps be also ha.tes patent medicine bke the well mformed LalJI, 

' and pretends to mvent a. new remedy for a soCial disease, not 
pecuharly Indtan, whwh has been sCientifically exammed by 
sompetent authontles. Those sincerely anxious to cure Indian 
so01ety of th1s draease must accept the valuable findmgs of the 
expert autbonties and arm themselves with the remedy the pres· 
cnbed. It IS safer to place oneself under the sCientrfic gmdance of 
a Karl Marx. than m the hands of quacks hke Henry George or 
, Wallace. Radical Indian mtellectuals should know that the 
doctnnes of Bentham, Mill and other old master, on whose alter 
they worship, provided the Ideological foundatiOn of Br1~1sh 1m penal· 
Ism. So, soc1al quackery founded on those bourgeois doctrmes of 
class domwatwn, cannot cure India's soCial disease whwh has been 
extremely complicated by the mterventwn of Bnt1sh 1mpertahsm. 

That Jawaharlal Nehru labourers under an entirely false 
understandmg of Soctahsm Is evident from more than one statements 
he makes m h1s article. For example, he says that the fear 
of the PunJ:1b landholdera, who protested aga.tnst h1s Kera.la. 
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speech, is "due to ignorance of what Socialism is." It seems that, 
a.ccordmg to ~Ir. Nehru, the success of Socialism depends on our 
power of persu3.tLOn To prove the harmlessness of Socialism he 
refers to the fa.ct that even ca.p1ta.hst governmen~s are forced by 
stress of cucumstances to sociahse a. host of undertakings." The 
state ownership of the Indian railways, post office etc. is considered 
by him as socialist measures. He thmks that the Conservative 
government of England Is gettmg converted to Socialism, because it 
proposes the pu.bhe ownership of electncity. After citing such 
instances of "somahsat10n of undert:J.kmgs" he asks why should 
not land also follow suit. So hts proposition practiCally amounts 
to a.pplmg as much Socialism to land a.s it has been a.pphed to 
the Indum railways by the 1mpena.hst forgein government, and to 
the British electno power mdustry by the capitalist state. The 
fallacy of Mr. Nehr11's propos1t10n 1s his postulation tha.t Sociahsm 
and Cap1tahsm ~n go hand in hand. He appears to believe that 
Soc1ahsm can be a.pphed to certam branches of production, while ln 
the others Cap1ta.hsm remains in force. In hts scheme of social 
reiorm the state does not seem to have any importance. Still, the 
value a.nd effect of na.twna.hsa.twn of land or the pubhc undertakings 
are determined by the class composthon of sta.te by which 1t lS 

enforced. The Bntlsh government had rallways bmlt m india. as 
pabhc undertak111gs not out of the convictiOn that public ownership
Is better than pnvate. It d1d so, because ratlwa.ys, so essent1a.l for 
the extent10n of trade, could not be built rapidly unless the govern
ment took the matter m 1ts hand. Now the B1tuat10n ha.s changed 
and the pohcy of ~he Brtttsh government is to nde-nationahse", so 
to say, the ra1lways. Practically a.ll the basic industnes in a number 
of countnes were placed under state control during the war. Soon 
after the war they _were decontrolled. The plan to nationalise this 
or that mdustry in some of the leading eapitalist countries are 
advocated by fa.r-stghted bourgeois economists as means of rationa.
hsing cap1tahst mode of productiOn. This to be done not as an 
1mpetus to the progress towards Socialism; but, on the contrary, as a 

• 
bulw a.rk agamst Soma.hsm As long as the state remams cap1tahst the 
organ of poht1c:1.l power of the bourge01ste-nat1ona.hsat1on is not a 
soeiahst but a cap1tahst measure. 

'rhe land reform advocated by Jawabarlal Nehru as "Socialism 
as a.ppued to the land", was mtroduced 1n France after the revolutiOn 
by the bourge01s1e. Complete disruption of the feudal aristocracy 
was necessary to destroy the monarchwal state. Over a. century 
has passed smce then; but the French peasantry is no nearer to 
Socmhqm than the Inchan ryot. Its poorer section is the helpless 
viCtim of capttahst exp-l01tat10n; whereas upper strata of peasal!t
propnetors are the bulwark of reaction. To advocate a similar 
clla.nge as "S::>cta.hsm" 1s mislea.dmg. The change, on its own merit, 
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w1Il be a forward move under the given ~JondJtions in India. As 
such the, Socialists and the en,tue class obJectively strJVmg for SoCia· 
ham; .Qil!mely the proletanat, will support 1t for what 1t 1s. It nee~ 
not b<:} pamted w1th fraudulent colours. 

'fhe:u,, the basic conditi,on for 8o01ahsm is the abohtwn of the 
private ownersh1p of the means of product10n~ The land a.s an ms
trume:qt o( production should cease to be private property, m any 
form whatsoever, in Soc1ahst society. But aboht10n of private pro
verty in land is :Q.Ot 1n th"e scheme of J awaharlal N eh:ru. He wntes; 
'~~at10nahsation dQes not necess~nly mean the depnvat1on of 
th_e present landhQlders of thell' lands. It may mean certam 
restrictiOn on the nght o{ al lenat.].on and on speculation lD land 
m another place of the ~ame a;rt~cle lie clearly defines his 
proposal as the creatiOn o( pe.asaut·{'ropnetors, mstead of the 
presents ystem of tenure ob_tammg m the Zemmdax:1 areas. The 
essence of hts proposition mtght be interpreted as_;he aboht:on of 
la1td rent and its substjtutwn by lax to be levied by the state 
directly from the cultivato.rs. Various forms of tenure are included 
m the present YY,Dtwart. syst.em. In( some cases, t.he state is the 
laQdlord and the ~ultiv~tor. tenant,, the la~ter paymg rent to the 
fQrmer. ln others, the, cultivator i~ the let;al owne1 of h1s holdmg,, 
and, tber,efore, his contnbljtion, to the state is not rent. but tax. 
b;l.both the cases the land is, a private property. The nationalization 
ci land, advocated by Nehru is the application of one or the other 
of these ryotwar~ tenure forms to entire Ind1a, under a natwnahst 
regime. What<:fvex: other effect th1s propose_d readjustment of 
agrarian relatxon~ migh~ pr~duc~ upon, the national e~onomy, It will 
not be Socialism. It will be ~ mere ch~pge m the relations of 
property m Jane:}. 

Nor are the, two co~d1~ions,, on wh1ch Mr. Nehru advocates 
the creation of peasant·pt oprie'tors in the place_ of the present form 
of lnndownership, conduc1ve to Soc1ali~m: Both of them arc n~ces· 
sa'ry cond1tions for the capitalist e;xploitatwn of agnculture It 
was Lord Curzon, who more than quarter, of a century agct had the 
Pu'n]ab Lar.d Ahenabon Act passed. Lord Curzon certamly d1d 
not have any socialist deviation. Free trade in land was advocated 
by hberal theonsts in the earlier stages of capitalist development as 
a means of undermining feudal landownershtp. This theory was 
also useful for the expropnetion of the poor peasantry and to dnve 
them mto the industrial centres with nothmg but their labour-power 
to sell. But free trade m land does not destroy land-monopoly. 
I~ only transfers the monopoly from one class to another. In some 
countnes the land liberated from feudal monopoly, concentl ates 
agam m the torm. of large cap1tahst farms. Such a concentration 
( a new form of monopoly) 1s beneficial to capitahsm. But m 
mdustnally backward countnes hke Ind1a free trade in land produce 



a different effect detrimenta! to the interests of capitalism. There 
the land tends to accumulate in the hand of (the money-lenders who 
do not increase it productiv1ty by investing capital in agricul.t;t;tte, 
hltt uses their monopohst possession for unproductive specul~txon. 
The result is that exproprietion of the peas autry does not helP,_ the 
development of capttalism; on the contrary, it harms,capitalism in 
the form of shrinking market. Therefore in industrially backward 
countnes, serving primerily as the market for imported manufact· 
ured goods, free trade in land is not advantageous to capitalism. 
There the best pohcy is to enlarge the market through the creation .. 

of peasanl·Iandholders w1th secure tenancy right and tied to the , 
land not, as previously by feudal bondage, but by the laws of the 
capitalist state. In these conditions the peasant is essentially a 
wage worker employed in the capitalist agricultural industry. His 
right to sell the product of his land in the free market is but the 
reflex of the right of the capitalist to deprive him oJ the fruit of his 
labour For there is no " free market" which is not manipulated 
and dominated by the capitahsts. 

J awaharlal Nehru prescnbes es~entially capitalist remedies as 
Sociahsm, because, owmg to hts fa.lse understandmg of Soetahsm, he 
begms at the wrong end. 8oc1a.hsm Is not an Utopia.; nor will It be 
realised because some people want It. It is the inevitable outcome 
of the capitahst mode of productwn. In the course of 1ts develop· 
ment cap1tahsm somahses the process of production, thus la.ying 
down the foundatwn of Socialism. The abohtwn of the pnvate 
ownership of the means of somahzed production transforming them 
into the collective property of the producmg class (not the entire 
commumty) ts the first decisive step towards the reahsatwn of 
SoClahsm. Obv1ously this first step should be taken where It could 
be done most effectively; that ts, 8oe1absm should be apphed first 
m those h1ghly developed industries where the conditions are ripe 
for the purpose. In modern economy agriculture occupies a. 
subsidiary place. It is more so m backward countnes hke India. 
Therefore, the apphcatwn of Soe1a.hsm to agnculture cannot precede 
the soc1ahzation of the mdustrieu. It can be done and will be don,e 
In a. long, labounous proces3 after the capitalist sta.te has been 
overthrown, the key pos1~10ns of capitalism (heavy industries, 
transport and banks) Gaptured colleotl vely by the working class and 
a Soma.hst state established. 

N ationahsatwn of land advocated as something isolated from 
the fight for the conquest of the key pos1t10ns essent1al for the 
realisatiOn of Somahsm, 1s a capttalist measure. It becomes a 
Socnahst measure only when mtroduced by the workmg cla~s m tho 
possessiOn of the poht10al sta.ti-power. 

M. N. ROY. 
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Agitprop Department. 

I.ONDON. 

Dear ComMd~, · 

The following is a report on the result of our exa,mination of 
y,our theor~tical monthly organ "The Communist Rev1ew". Number 1 
to 8 incl. of 1924 of this periodical were submitted to exammation. 
ln.. ox:der to be able to give a thorough orttic1sm, .. )Ve took the opportu
nity at the same time of gaining more msight into your other organs. 
"The Labour Monthly". "'rhe workers weekly" and the orga.n of 
the Mmor1ty Movement "The worker"., On the basis of the 
piCture of your whole press thus obtained we are now submittmg 
to you otl.r opm10n of~ the "Communist Review" and malong a few 
suggestiOns wtth regard to. its rev1s1on, which we think necessary for 
certain reasons and wh10h we wdl explain in more deta1l. 
t' 

• The "0. R" is the official party organ, which fact must deter-
rome 1ts tasks. These can be approxtmately determined by the fact 
that the penodical by illuminatmg from a. revolut10nary standpomt 
all the 1mmed1ate political and soo1al problems, educated the Br1t1sh 
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proletatiat in the revolutiOnary spirit and at the sanie t1m~ as a sort 
of reactwn, trams the party mem bars themselves in a deeper the ore· 
twal understanding of the strategic and tactical questions confrontmg 
the Party, as well as the essence of Lemmsm. as the theory of the 
present phq,se of the development of cap1talism. 

Now let us see m ho'w far the character of the "Coromun:lst 
Revtew" meets these two tn.sks We w11l :first d1scuss the good points 
and then the faults of the perwdwal, in order to arrive a.t a defimte 
Judgement as to the ducctwn m which it should be tev1sed. 

'l'he good pomts of the "Communist Revfew", in our opm10n, 
are as follows. . 

1. The hvely popnlar style m which tha artiCles are written 
on the various subJectg. This style was teve'a.led especially' strongly 'm the sphere of the polem1mf agMnst the Mac Donald Government. 

~. 

2. The' method of invest1gatmg the mamfold, complex soe1al 
and pohtwa.l problem:r.. Th~ echtors were rfght m a.tways startmg 
out from concreffe .emp1rwal• facta lymg w1tnin the- sphete o! exper1en· 
ces of the average educated party member, ana wh1ch the latter could 
eas1ly grasp. 

3. The fact that pra.chcal . and dispassionate suggestions 
were al\vays made for the solution of the problems discussed, 
wlhch gradually' accustOmed the readers not to brmg moral or 
wra.nghng observat10ns mto poh~ws and economy, but ra\her 
to learn how always to judge their problems from the standpomti 
of the' class struggle. In th1s manner the " c: R. " represents 
a 'sharp demarcatwn' (rom the petty- bourge01s sentimental 
press of the so-called British sociahsts, 1. e.,_ the " Somahst 
RevlCw" • 

4. The constant efforts of the ed1tors of the "C.R." to extend 
the horizon of 1ts proletarian ren.ders and Party members and to r1d 
them of the1r provme1a.l narrowness and hmitat10ns. The penodiCal 
tr1ed to d1rect these efbrts to tha end that the most complex 
problems m1ght always be discussed from tho standpomt of the class 
p<>hcy of tha proletlrw.t and that the sep!l.ration of economy from ' 
pohtlCS", which still ensts- as a tradition among the British workers, 
mtght be abohshed. In th1s connection we might mention that the 
"C R" was espPma.lly successful is 1epresenttng the followmg• 

(a.) The petty-bourgeois character of the ~facDona.ld Govern .. 
ment and 1ts mev1table fiasco; ' 

(b} The questiOns of the Brtt1sh Empire. 

{c) The vaCillatmg attitude of the Left Wing· oi the L~bour 
Party: and 
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(d) the role of the 1Imority Movement as the lever for revolu
twnsmg the Trade U mons 

But certain faults can be set against the good points of the 

periodical here ment1oned, whwh must be Improved m order that the 
per~odwal wdl be able to fulfil 1ts double functiOn 1. e. the educat1on 
Qf the whole workmg class and the thorough Bolshev1sat10n of the 
Party Itself. 

These faults are approximately the followmg: 

(1) In the detailed d1scuss10n of the manifold questions of 
politics and economy, the d1scusswn of the actual questiOns closely 
connected w1th the development of the Party,was ahoved mto the back 
_grouqd We have m mmd here especially the problems of the teorga
msatwn of the Pa.rty on the bas1s of factory nuclei, the fight agamst 
the d1gressswns of Trotskyism, hqmdatwmsm, the tactical att1tude 
towards the "left wmg" m the Labour Party etcr " 

2. Closely hnked up with this fault is the fact that the perio
d;cal m genera,l placed too much emi+has1s on ag1tat10n to influence the 
maqqes of the proletariat,rather than on the propaganda of theoretwal 
tramlOg of ItS own party members Thus the ''C. R" did not suffi-

, cwntly stress its peculiar character m opposition to the "W ork-.eis' 
W eeekly" the agitational mass organ. 

3. "The aversion to theory" revealed itself everywhere m the 
columns of tbe "C R" For mstance the theoretwal d!scu;;swn of the 

t • 

quec;tton of rrppenalisrn, whwh goes far beyond the praotwal problem 
of Bnt1sh Impenahsm was avoided. The consequence IS that the 
present eoonormo and pohtwal situation of Great Bntam, the·mills-

\ ' pensabthty of the Dewes Plan to Anglo· American Impenahsm, etc. 
w,er~ madequately investigated. 

4. Whenever any theoretical questiOns were touched upon 
thmrpresentat10n & analysis were of a purely descriptive natu1e. No 
attempts were made to co·ordxnate these questions systematically in 
conceptions a.ud formuTre. As a consequence the offic1als and a.dvan
ecd workers could gather nothing of the theory of Jemmsm as the 
umfo:r;m method of Maxtsm durmg the present epoch. 

1 5. The whole complexity of the educatiOnal questiOn was com-
pletely neglected m the "C. R". The opportumty should not have 
been missed wh10h was offered by the present antagomsm ex1stmg m 
the Bnt1sh Labour movement between tho Labour College and the 
W E A. to develop the standpomt of the Part)7 on the education of 
the p10letartat 

6. In connection with the campaign for national and m
tern::~.twnal tr.1:le umon umty, the " C. R. " failed to attempt to 
fm msh a theoret10al basis for this activity. 
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7. The role of the Commumst Party in connection ·with the 
trade umon in.ovement and the proletarian masses in general was 
never explamed, although this quets10n is the mam sprmg in the 
development of the C P. of Great Bntam from a tactwa.l pomt 
of view. 

Balancing these shortcomings of the "C. R." against its good 
points, we may come to the followmg conclus10nsm connectwn With 
its general character U ntll now the penod10al considered its duhy 
not so much to be the propagandist-theoretical trammg of t_he Party 
members, but rather the direct agitatiOn mfluence on the broad 
proletarian masses and also on certain Circles of t~ese mtelligents1a. 
That explains the fact that the SPECIFIC TACTICAL question£! 
the Party and the general STRATEGIC tasks of wmnmg ove~ the 
majority of 'the Bntish proletariat, were neglected and that the 
theoretical problems of bolshevisation were discussed to such a small 
extent from the standpoint of agitatwnal publiCity. We must nofi 
reproach the editors too much on this account, for the forme!' 
numerical weakness of the Party reqmred that as broad an agitatiOn a! 
basis as possible be given the penod1cal. Now, howevetl- the 
expected dev.elopment of the Party mto a mass orgamsationl the

1 

face that the 'Workers' Weekly can now fulfil Its task as an agitatwn· 
organ independently, and the fact that a Sunday pa·per IS gomg to 
be started, necessitate that the group of problems handled by the 
~'C.. .R." be extended on the there tical side from the pomt of view oi 
the strict ideo! ogical bolshevisatiOn of the party membership. Here 
the well·known words of Lenin '"''without revolutionary theory there 
can be no revolutionary PARTY", truly apply. Proceedmg from 
this fundamental consideratiOn of the alteratiOn in the peculiar 
functwn of the "C. R" wh10h is so necessary just now-the stronger, 
emphat:ns Of ItS theoret1cal propagtLnda Side-we subm1t to the 
Agitprop Department of the Bnt1sh Party the followmg suggestiOns 
for the revision of 1ts theoretical organ· 

1. The POLITICAL QUESTIONS OF. THE PARTY must 
be discussed more thoroughly then heretoforer The organisational 
tasks, the ta~tics of the Party with reference to the Left wing, the 
att1tude of the Party toward the trade union movement, etc must 
discussed and solved on a theoretical bas1s ~~ 

2. The problem of imper1ahsm must not be discussed Within
the narrow hmits of the pntish Empue, wh\ch, might in many 
cases disguise its 1eal nature, but on the bas1s of the general '\\orld1 
econom10 and poht10al ~1tuatwn (Anglo·Amencan 1mperiahsm, 
enmrclement of Soviet Ruslua, etc) 

3 Le~imsm as MRlist theory in the present epoch and ~· 
the method of the proletarian

1 
struggle must serve to a great extent 

as the subJect of propag.1nda and the trammg of tho party mem-
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hersh1p. • We must not assume in tbi.l$ conp.eoton that other ·9rgans. 
tor lll$bu.nce tb~ ''Bleb~", w1H accomplish ~Q-1~ ta.s~ f,or us: ·Th~ 
frustrated at~empt of ComJ."ade Roebuck tq propl}gate a d1souss1qf! 
on Jj~nim.sn1 out,tnde the ran~s of the party llleiJ?.ber~hlp 1s ~us_t oqe 
more proof of the fact that our doctrme can take root best of all 

' J • 

m out own Party and develop there. 
' 

' ~ , 4 T~e q~e~~f~~ of PfOl~tar~aq tr~lfting, of the pgh~ agap~~~ 
l?e~p:y-:;ppp.rgeo~s f4~ology 1n .~11 spheres pf ;rpodern sc1enc~ ~~~ !1ft~ 
~!lfl I?rm~~P.~P.Y tJl~ qu,e~t10n Qf practlcl:!ol philosophy, mu~t ~ cq~
~tap.tJy dt~cq~~e~ ~? ~P,.~ po!~tpn of ~h~ "9: R. 

5.- RevolutiOnary parhamentar1sm, even though the Party 
~~s only ONE 'rev~resentatlve in Parliament, must not be left ollt 
of consideratiOn,. ' I I 

1 

.. 
, • p. "f?rRp~ganE].~ 11~ong t~~ ~gr~prf~ tpral Ia~urers 1s becqfD~pg 
Qf gr~at~r lrijpprtan,ce mst ap ~hl~ ~!~e '!~~? cl~ss a~t~goR:i~m ~~ 
epr~admg iJl G.rea~ BrJta}n. 

• 7. We w1sh to remark m conclusion, in connection with the 
: f ' ' f • " 

~·organisat10na1 question, that the editors must keep constantly in 
mind the necessity of recrmting a staff of 'cd·workers among" tba-
Ju '); rtf J I.., 11 1 1 t 

most advanced sect10ns of the Party members and offiCiaJs. · ' 
~ \ l ) ). I ' ! , : ~ f 

If the ed1tors should agree with us that the activ1t;y of 
their periodical should be extended now on the theoretical side, 
they w1ll easily overcome the faults we have mdicated and succeed 
in ral.smg it to the Important positiOn ;t should occupy as tha 
sharpest wea.pon of the communist advance guard. 
• ~ ' t 

In conclpsion we '\ylSh to remark that from the pomt of view 
J, "' ;. "'J "' 'I 

' of make·np, the "C. R." 1s one ?f ~~e be~t e~te(J. pep9d10als o!, o~r 
internatlona~ party pres~. 

With commun1st greetings. 

Ch1ef of the Ag1tprop Departm~nt of the ECCI. 

p. 2346. 
July 15, 1925. 

Albert ~nkpm, . 
General Secretary, C. P. G~ R 
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Dear Comrade, 

I a~ o~ljged to Y?P. fo~ yoqr, Iet!e.r o~ th~ !~tp. ~,q,~~ ... ~Iti~]t· 
I haye Just receh·~4 o ... n WY r,e~u;tn t~ •• 'f:op~i>~, put ... I:~~gr,e~:-~hi~; 
, !!~ U~:J.ble t? 11ndFrstand ~he, need e~ther fo1 ~p~ a.7~iQ.n ~a~ffl ~], 
the Or{f'lnising Bureau or for the tone of your commumcation. ,_ 

l was not aware that any arrangement in .... " a loose and 
irregul;r fashion" was "mad~ with. me by' ~mrade 'A.rn"ot "as 
l received my instructions to make the~. te~·porary ch~~e o£•, 
occupation fr9~ ~~~ P~?p~r authorities of both Arcos and the ,. 
Delegation. ' ~ ' 

Nor do I understand what my association with the Colonial 
Bureau has to do with lhe matter, since my time and faciliti~ for 
work in that connection during the te:n porary eliange remain exactly 
as before. As for being "aware'' of the plan for special work for 
me which is "under consideration'~. I have not received a single 
communication either written or oral from the British Party which 
would make me aware of anything of the kind • 

Dear Comrade, 

... 

Yours Fraternally, 

Sd/,. C. P. Dutt. 

p, 2347 [1]. 

<;~!I!~te!p 

Moscow. 

I. h~v~ bee}! \YOf~ing h~re for a ~~~ llO'Y 11DQ 1LJ!'l, be~~inning 
to ~ee ~aylight J\:t pr~sent ~ atp to~c~ntr~tin~ '!flY_ wor~ op1P,d~ 
1inder the instructions of Vasilieff who is in charge during Petroffts 

' I ' _.; II l ' 1 • '4 t\ f ' 

absence. I ~Ifl also !rying to get a g~n~al id~~ pf the sit?ati?n i~ 
North Africa, Egypt and the Near East but it is clear that I 'haJI 
have to kec.p mainly to one country ~wing to the amount of material 
to be gone through. 

In a week or t'!Vo's time I, wiJl nev~tt:hele~~ try ~o send a 
general report covering all items of interes~ thot?-g~ I nnqer~~p~ 
you may be here yourself by that time: I will ,also eppeaV?~r tq 
compile the Press Gazetteer you sp.o~e of. 
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.. Meanwhile I am carrying on working at India in con junction 
with Goldberg and Roy. Vasilieff says that ~sis to be one of the 
chief problems discussed at the plenum and it is imposstble to d<l 
too much on it. Let me know if you think this scheme of wcrk 
satisfactory from the point of view of the Colonial Bure~~ in 

- London • . 
1 

·, 'I gave your lett~r to M1chaol, who has been Ul receoU 1 

'hough he seem better now. 

Yours fraternally, 

Sd/. Ralph Fox. 

P. 2347. (2) 
Oct. 3rd. Com intern 

Moscow. 

Dear Comrade, 

In conversation with Comrade Alexeev, in charge of Egyptian 
, ~affairs here, and one or two Egyptian comrades, the importance of 

having an observer at the T. U. Conference on the 19th at Cairo 
has been impressed on me. As you know, just now information is 
very difficult to obtain from Egypt and we have practically ~o 
contacts there. It is not known what wlll be the real composition 
of the Unions at .the Conference, though outwardly they appear to 
be all "yellow" or Government organisations. ' · 

'u we could have reliable infonnation as to their real 
composition, the various pol,itical shades represented by the 
delegates, and the existence or otherwise of Ieft·wing or even purely 
working·class sentiment, it would be of the utmost value. 

There is no reason why the observer should be a party 
member. Indeed on the whole it would be better if he were not. 

1 am sending next week a list of those Egyptian newspapers 
to which the Party might send telegrams. Do you circularise the 
Egyptian correspondents in London when anything on Egypt 
appears in our own Press ( W. W. or Sunday W orkerJ ? 
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• 1 ' \ '1: 

In the matter of the trial of om Egyptian comrades, we are 
anxiously waiting for inforr::atiou from ydu as ttl the date_ of the 
trial, act of accusation, etc. Mopr ask me ~o, urge that th~ W.I.R. 
send as soon as poss1ble an Enghsh barnster to ·conduct their 
defence, or a Englishman resi9ent in Cairo. If this is impossible 
will you ask the W. I. R. to address themselves to the French 
Section for the sending of a French barrister. In any case all 
~penses will be horn by Mopr here, .. ' 

With communist greetings 

Sd/.Ralph rox 

P. 2348. 
1 

, A certdied copy of the entry of marrh~1ge betwoon"Mr. Douglas 
John Frederwk Parsous and Miss Olive Netta Franklin on 215/7/25. 

' 

P.'2349. 
A certified .copy-of the entr; of buth of l_kiAA Olive Netta. l 

Franktn on 14/3/1892. ' . .~. · • · 

P.~ 2350. 
, . . A copy of tho sup~lement to the Londjn G,11zotte dated 24th 
Fcbrun.ry 10~8. Ou page 1100, tho followm{eutry ocoors:- .. 
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Messrs. Samuel Montagn and Co • . 
Persons of whom tba Company t>r Partnership consist&. 

r { 

Nam'es: Ernest Lonis Franklin J.P. 

'60 forches\oe.r Ter.mce, Hyde Park, W. 
' " 

• • 
Sydvey Ernest Franklin, 

' -
50 Procbester Tm.race, Hyde Park, W .. 

• 
Name of Place whereJ 

: 114, Old Broad Street, EwC. London. 
business is carried on. 

· City of Westminster Union. 
ELECTION OF 

\ 

GUARDIANS • ' i 

FOB THE ABOVE ,UNION, -lN 'PHE YEAR 1928. 
' 

·coVENT ·GARDEN WJ\'Rb 
' ' 

PARISH OF THE CITY OF WESTl\tiN.STER. 

Notice Is hereby given. 

1. That a Poll for the Election of Guardmns for the abovQ 
named Ward w1ll be held on Monday, the 2nd day of April 1928, 
between the hours oi E1glit O'clock m the fo~enoon and Nma 
O'clock lD the Evening ' 

2. That the ntmber of Guardians to be elected for the 'Yard 
4 \ 1 l 

is three. 
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3. That the nam~s in alp~ab~ti~~l order. piaces of above, 
a,nd description of the oand1da.tes' lor electiOn,' and the na,mes oJ 
their respectiVe Proposers and .Seconders are as follows:-

' ' 

Names of ta.nd1da.tes:~ 

• .. • • • 

• • • • 0 • 
Parsons, Douglas John Frederick. .. 

... , ... - ,..., ,, 
1 E, Carhsle Place, S. W. 1. 

• • • • • 

P. 2352. 
An issue of Workers' Life dated 30/3/28. On page 5 there 

is an article headed "Where you can work for commun1st$1 

Guardians". 

• • • • • 
• • • • • 

P. 2353. 
:An issue of the "St111day Worker., dated ~0/2/27. On page .3 

there is an article headed "By D. J. F. Parsons (Labour 'Research 
Department'"}. 
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p :t354 * 
I • 

" • • I 

An issue of the "Sunday Worker" dated 30/6/29. On page 1 
there is an artxcle headed "Readers begin to- Respond" by D.J.F .. 
:P&Jsons who has styled hunself a~J ','Genera] Manager, ''S.W.'' .:. 

p 2855 
• I 

An issue of the "Sunday-Worker" da,ted 16/6/29. On page 1 
there is an article headed "Help is n~eded at once" whtcb is signed 
:by D. J. F. Parsons (Manager). 

p 235~ • • 
Photo of 0. :P. Dut't attachea with his passport application. 

p 28·i7 
• ' J • 

A p1ece of paper con taming & L1st of Assoc-1ate Members in 
Cambt1dge" formed in the search of the Natwnal Mmor1ty Move .. 
inent, office m October 1925. This list shows the name of P. Spratt 
Downmg Street, amongst others. 
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New Scdtland yard S.W. 
' 

20th! October 1925. 

Rec:,e1ved th1s day from Inspector Norwood one split ring 
contammg ten keys. '-

SD/ Harry Polhtt. 

H. Norwood Inspector. 

Witness. 

P. 2359. 
New Scotland Yard. S. W. 1' 

1 

:z:znd October x~:zs. 

Received'th
4

is day lfom Inspector Norwood the following 
articles.-

I. One black leather pocket case containing private corres• 
pondenc~. 

2. Post Office Savings Book No. 3382. 

3· One large leather packet case containing postcards and 
private letters. " 

• 
4· Copy of Englisni'Revie\\r\'for ·October 1925. 

Sd/· THOMAS BELL. 

Sd/; H. NC>IiW~OOD. 

( w'i tn.es s J) 

·--
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- ' * 

P. ,2360. · 
Passport ·application dated nil submitted by Thomas Bell. 

The photo of Thomas Bell is attached with the passport application. 

P. 2361. 
New ScotlandYard, S. W. 

22nd October 1925. 

Received from Inspector Norwood the following article:

One knife. 

Sd/ • R. Page 4rnot. 

Witness:-

H. Norwood, 

Inspector. 

p. 2362. 
A booklet in English ~entitled "What lthe Young Commu .. 

_nist League Stands for" by William Rust. Published by the 
<;om~unist Party of Great Britain. 



P. 2363. 
. A booklet in English entitled "Resolutions of the Second 

National Conference. of the Young Communist League of Great 
Bntain" 

p. 2364. 
,.\ 

A book in English entitled "Ninth Congress of the Commu .. 
"' nist Party of Gt. Britain", held at Caxton Hall, Salford, October 

1927· 

--

P. 2365. 
A book in English entitled "The Communist International" 

published by the Communist Party of Great Britain. . • 
Gvvtd-. T.dt.- f?,efwLtOWt r:~~ sa- s~~ t.J wa ~tA? ... ,,.,il -2 ~ 

f<cJ>o.Yl-. 

P. 2366. 
A book in English entitled "Communist Party Training*', 

published by The Communist :rarty of Great Britain, 
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P. 2367, 
A b~Qk eJ;l.titled "'rne Tasks o£ the International Trade 

'· 

Union Movement,,published by the National Minority Movement. 

P. 2368· 
-4, .,... , .. t 

~ 

A book in English entitled· "National, Minonty Movement". 

Rrport of the Fifth A'nnual Conference 1928, held in the Shoredxtch 
I 

Town Hall London, August 25th and 26th. 

A book in English entitled ''Report of the Fourth: Congress 

of the R~I L,U." Published in England for the Red International of 

Labour Unions by the NatiOnal Minority Movement. 

P: 2370. 
A note book containing shorthand notes attached by the 

Scotland Yard on 14th October 1925 durmg the search of 16 K1ng 
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street, London Note: No. 30 In the Blue Book (Communist Docu· 
ment~, 1926} IS a correct transcr1pt10n of these notes. 

P .. 2371· 
The Political Bureau. 

Dear Comrades. 

I feel that the extraordmary circumstances prevailing at the. 
mament call for extraordinary measures to be taken by our 
Party. There 1s not much doubt 1n my mmd that w1thout drast1o 
measures to bmld up our Party we shall be submerged mto msigni
ficance in Great Bntam. Parliamentary customs and traditiOns 
have stlll a l{el'y great attractwn for the masses. 

In order to overcom'e this we must adopt merclless measures 
to fight the Labour Party. We will not succeed to the pomt of 
actually w;1pmg 1t out but we do not reqmre to do that. What we 
shall succeed m domg fs to g1ve a dangerous shaking to the Parha~ 
mentary posit1on of all the nght wmgers and 1t would then be tne1r 
turn to patch a peace w1th the C. P at~ any pnce and the left wing 
will be forced mto an open fight agamst the nght. We must appeal 
to the C. C. at Moscow to let us work temporanly along the hnes 
I am suggestmg. We should adopt the attitude that the L. P. has 
now deserted Its ortgmal funct10n and turned Itself mto a Liberal 
reformist group hke the Irish N at10nahst Party and that the real 
pohtwal crusade for so<nahsm has been abandoned by the L. P , 
therefore the C P. must now set Itself up as the only avowed anti
\Japltahst Party to take such actwn ms1de and outside Parha:ment 
as will lead to the takmg over of the means of production and the 
abohtwn of Impenahst expl01tatwn and the consequent blacklegging 
of Bnt1sh and European Trade U man cond1t1ons. 

We should then man open manner mv1te all T. U. branches 
that tn.ke this VIew to affihate to the C. P. for the purpose of 
assisting in carrying out the poht1co- econom1o struggle of the 
workers. 

W1th the consent of the Central Committee at Moscow we 
should deliberately leave the pos1t10n of those T. U. branches to be 
of an mdefimte and temporary nature. We should not even make 
1t a condttion that they should disaffiliate from the Labour Party 
because the pressure of the Press w1ll induce the L. P. itself to take 
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such action. Thts,affihat1an ofT. U. branches would g1eatly wea.ken 
the pos1t10n of right wmg 1.f. Ps and would mcrea.se the chancPs of 
nval candtda.tes Most important 1t w1ll prov1de a new recrmtmg 
ground for Party membership. 

Yours Fraternally 
ShapurJl Saklatvala. 

f 

p 2372. [1]. 
Co min tern. 

M'6scow, April 25, 1925. 

Dear Comrade Murphy, 

, I a~ request~d by the Editorial- Board ~f the " Comm nmst 
Int~~natl .. onal " to ask you to a~range for the following articles to 
be prepared at once. 

Tllese articles must lieal with the various phases of the 
development of the~ Empire and its break·up, and may be prepared 

, by your~elf, I?~Jt, ,Bennet, or others. In the ca'se of the Minority 
Movement perhaps Comrade Pollitt could do the trick. 

' . 
··(a) ' Dom,inions and their fighf for' independence, including 

the economic tendencies working for separation. 

' I (b) The ecqnomic situation in Britain and its relation to 
the Empire. 

• I I .J ) ~ 

,(c) The Working class movement in Britain and its chang· 
i:qg tendencies and groupnigs, and the viewpoint of these tendencies 
to the Empire. 

(d) The Colonial developments and their relation, to the 
Empire the forces operating m the colonies. 

< Th,e ~bove relate _to _the Empire. In addition a special 
article on the Minonty Movement is required. 

In view of the wide world interests m these questions and 
the necessity for makmg some contnbu.tion to the analysis of the 
w?rld situation, 1t is essential that these articles should be prepared 
and dispatched at the earhest moment. 

I 

Yours fraternally, 

E. H. Brown. 

P.S. I am writmg this letter to the distation of an Important 
member of the Editjrial Board. 

E. H. B. 
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·p 2J372· [2]. 
Com intern 
tl '\ .. J. 

lpne 1,2. 

Dear Comrade Murphy. 

'1 had a long consultation with the International publications 
·Committee OJl t~e points rou suggested in connection with the 
Commumst International. Kripps is the responsible officer and he 
put up strenuous opposition to the proposal to print two Engish 
Language ed1hons of the C. I. {one in America and one i11 England). 
He also thought that the franslations should be done in England and 
that cheaper facilities could be obtained. 

He also put in a number of other proposals such as the 
circulation of the C. I. (from England) in Indh, China and Japan, 
and the printing and p~blication of a Lenin Library, in England, 
for the whole of the- English speaking countries and the East. 

On the former. I suggest~d, as .it ~as a _m3,tter pf a_ purely 
technical nature we f!l~St con,sult you before taking a decision. 
On the second I urged your suggestion of an American and English 

, eddition. (Th~ ~me~1can to ,supply the whole .. ~of J\m~er~ca North 
and South). 

The whole matter has been adjourned for further consideration 
and may be Kripps wlll be writing to you for furth.er infor'rnation. 

' 
Yours fraternally, 

,• 
E. H. Brown. 

P. 2373. 
S L. Saklatvala. 23rdJune 1925. 

Dear Comrade, 

\V 1th further reference to our letter of a few days ago con· 
cerning lndtan Students at Oxford, and the desirability of your 
arrangmg au appointment with certain of these who wiJI be return· 
ing to India in the course of a few weeks. 
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• 
· ::'~,~ Wehf\vexeceived, a, memo./ .. deaiing with-the political com· 

position of the Majil~t, and we enclos.e herewith' a copy of sam~.• for 
your information and desire to draw your attention particularly to 
the request on page -;. of the memo. that you should meed a number 
_of these Indians·dunng. the course of the next few week,s. 

We would be glad if you would arrange this. 
'~· t"' 

Yours fraternally, 

Colonial Department. 

· P. 2373 [lJ. 
MEMO: FROM P. R. STEPHENSEN & I. 0. THOMAS 

Subject :-Oompost.tion of bzdian Matlzs at Oxford. 

Tile sixty·six Indians composing the Majlis at Oxford may 
be divided into political categories ns follows:-

II Moderates IS 

Swarajists :n 

Socialists 5 

I. C. S. & I; F. S. 20 (Pledged to support Government.) 

Unclassified 1:1 

The Moderates :-These may be said to reflect the opxmons of the 
nahve bourgeoisie. The desire for "Domimon 
Status ', is a' typical demand. Some few are open· 
ly Empire Sycophants. 

Swa1ajists : 

Soclalists : 

-Names as follows . Ahmad, Dhandar Dongre, 
Hus~in, 'Rajepakse, Khan, Thapar, Bharucha, 
Dutt, Ghose, Phanse. We may regard any of 
these people as posstbilities for our party, but 
systematic and careful propaganda is necessary. 

-Names as follows: Gopalswami 

Sarkar 

Manjunath 
Krishna 
.Mirza 



~ These ate undoubtedly our best immediate po$~i"' 
bilities. Further details below. 

(We have distributed "Vanguard •1 literature 
'amongst the· socialists and SwaraJists named 
-above.) 

l.C.S. 6' I.F.S.:-There are thirteen studying for the Indian Civil 
Service and seven for the Indian Forest Service. 
These are all pledged to support the Government, 
and 1t is therefore almost Impossible to get much 
support from them. We can make the attempt 
later on to get their·sympathy, or at least to find 
out where they stand individually. 

Unclasst/ied: -There are twelve of the Majlis of whose political 
I 

opinions we know nothing. Most of these tnay 
be considered as having no politidal interest, but 
here again we must investigate further at the 
earliest opportunity1 

I 

I 
Re·lnterview$ wtth Com. Saklatvala :--The, following are leaving 

for lnd1a shortly, haying completed their course 
at Oxford : \ ' 

I 

Manjunath (Soc.) 
\ 

Sarkar (Soc) wfth ~om~unist s"rmpa.f~ies) 

Barucha (Swa~.) 
\ -

( .. ~ 
( , > .. \ 

Dutt 

Ghose 
• 

, Phanse ( , ) ~ 

Dongre · (Nat~nalis~, 
It 1s important that Com .. Saklatv la should interview these 

men before they depart. Naturally they\would not ~orne all toge· 
ther to interview him, and a tete·a·tete cdnversation would produce~ 
best results. We append our opinion of/ each of these men,... and. 
also a )ist of the dates on, which they could call on Sak. in , 
London. To the above hst we may add the following, who are re· 
maining i~ Bntain for a year longer. 

' 
Gopalswami (Communist) 

Mtrza (Sociat) , •. , 

The following are the dates w,hen the Indians concerned w11l 
be in London and prepared to see G)m, Saklatvala. 

I 
I .. 



"'t _, .4/ 

P~ ~· ~te.P~;n~e~ w.iJl ~all at ~~ng SJreet on Tuesday next 
b.~rd) to recelV: de.~~~ls fro~; 'Com. S_tkl:.trat~ pr t_o find out when 
he can arrange mterv1ews. 

Danger 
- . ; 

Mirza 

"S:trkar 

Barucha 
... 1. J ~ tl 

Gopalswami 
I 4 ' 1 

4 

fh~nse 

Ghose 

1Manjunath . , 
P.utt 

_ Any d;:ty, a~ once. 
., l 

••• Any day, (after 4·45 p. m.) 

~·· Last 'Week in June. 

_ Firs~ week in July. 

:. ] une 26th. to 28th. 
, .. - I I ~ 

- July 13th to xsth. 

••• After 15th, July. 

} .. To be arranged' later • 

Personal details regarding the men who ar~ to meet Comrade 
Saklatvala : ' i ' ' • · -

DpnJ!f'S: ...:..aarrister (Middle ·Temple). Brothers are wealthy 
Bombay merchants •. 'Froud, mdependent character. 
Candid and resolute. Bitterly natidnalist in feehng. 
No pohtlcal affiliations. 

\ J I I" t 

M11':a: -~q~i~li~t· App~a~s tq b~ a ve~y able man, and quite 
' l;. J ' ' ":;prepared. to' d1scuss tlie Communist posi~1on. 

... .,. ...... f'N' 

Sarkar ~ -Socialist-commun'Ist. Graduated at top of Ftrst· 
Class Honours 1list at Calcutta. University. Intends 
to enter Indian Edu.cational Service. Is of a timid 
nature, and f~ys' he tis interested in political theory 
only, havingmojnctination to ~·be a pohtician,'• 

' , 
Ba,.ucha: -Of Bomb~y Pars~e comm~nity. Succeeds in recon· 

ciling to his own satisfact10n nationalism with socialist 
sympatliies' and an idJ~Iisation of a ' "pu;tfi~d" caste 
- .... .,. l ' .. J. 

system • . 
Gopalswam:i:-Communist bef9re leaving India (but no party cred· 

Phanse: , 

Gkes1 :-
r, 

entials). Has fioincd' C. P. G. B. and gives us every 
a~~istance nerJ. -

-Ex·presid~nt of Majlis, and at l'resent Editor of 
"Bharat"; Extreme- · Swarajist. No disinclination 
to interview Sak l9t~rested ig ',',Vanguard" litera· 
ture. 

President of Majlis. Swarajist~ Believes in non· 
violence' as an ideal, but thinks that "India will be 

t 
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Dult: 

coiEpell~d. to Jr,ee. he:~e.~ EY y!~l~n~~ pe~use of 
.. EngliSh use of ·brute force.' · ~ "' ""' ' 

> ~ r
1 t 1 ~ ' t 

") P' "' - -' ; ., 

-Swarajist. Very hmid. , Not pro.ud Af !he.ing 'a couSin 
of. Palme Dutt. Reluctant to meet Sak, but has 
.neverthelesS"'Consented• r ' 1 ' • 

.... ,.. r , 
r ' .,. .. ~ -

Mamunath :-Gopalswami says he is a Socialist, h¥ J.V~ ,.h~v,e not 
had the opportunity of talking with him 

P.-2374. 
26th June 1925. 

De-a.t Comrade :-
... I 

t 

The following is brief survey of the progress we have made 
re~~~py in connecHo!l w1t4 ~~e Co~oni~l '"!erl':r , 
Onental CkJ'N.ventwn.. ' 

' ' 

~s y~~ know, ther~ are a~ pret~ent in L~~do!l the ~allowing 
Indians: Charmon Lal-past secretary of the Trade Union 9on9ress· 
member of the Legislattve As sembley, a.nd secretary of the Parha.· 
men~a.ry Soci~hst. SoP,ietY.-:-9· q~swmy-:;~a.~e~a~urer ~of tq~ Swaraj 
Party an!l close int~;na.te fnen~ of the ~ate C~ !\· :p~s; al~o membet 
<Jf the ~egtsla.t,tve 4-ssem~ly a:n4 member of th~ Parliap1~l!tary 
Sociallst Society-J. Josht-secretar~ (l b~li~vE\ of th~ :[t;~t~ W~rkers 
U mon) a.nd Government nominee to the recent Geneva Labour 
Convent10n from I:odta. 

J • 

We have bad ~veral Conferences between them and mem'be~~ 
.- I l 

()f onr Coloma! Department, and the followmg is an outline of the 
pomts we have covered. ' • 

a. Oriental Congress. We have got them all to agree to 
r 1 , _.. ).,.. h.. , ... '* • 1 

attend thi~ Congress of the East and West Cu;cle, in 
September. - ' - · ' · 

I \ t t ...., ( 

b. We have got. frOlll them a Ust of some 25 fairly repres~n
tative Indians who might be invtted to attend he 
Conference. 

c. · ~o·day these th~, togethe: w~th ~QmimaD, Sa~l vala. 
and myself are drawmg up t~e letter of in~~tatio ~~ l(e 
sent to these various Indians. ' 



Horniman has agreed to preside at the Congress and the 
letters of mv1tat10n w1ll go out under the signatures of Hormma.n.., 
Sa.klatvala, and Aryhur F1eld • 

. They have also agreed to write to some infiiuential friends 
who mn.y not be a.ble to come,. a.sk.lng them to :financ1ally undertake 
to send someone .. 

We have heard no further word regmrding representatives 
fro~ Egypt, Palestine or Syna,, but we ha'Ve written urging that 
at least one of them come from each of these places n.nd more 1f 
posstble. Our work m thts connection had been rendered doubly 
difficult recently by the EgypttaiJ: raids and arrests, but stlll, I thmk 
we'shall manage to have representatlves. 

I am Informed that Sozuk1 from Japan 1s due to arnve here 
eny day and I ha va arra,nged to meet h1m and w1ll press upon h:rm 
the urgency of attendmg the Conference. 

I 

Two Afr1can negro students who have recently come here 
I have spoken wttht and one of them is mterested m the Labour 
Movement and very mterested in our Conference.. These two, I 
tbmk, mil also a.ttend. 

I J f I 

We anticipate having MacDonald and 81mpson from Canada,. 
both of whom ought to be hero very soon. I wrote a week ago t<> 
the South Afncan Party urging that the endeavour to [:lend a coloured 
rep1esentat1ve as well as whosver may be commg for the- Emp1re 
Labour Convention. 

... 
I am now a.lso m touah w1t.h a couple of young Chme&e-

students and we are arranging for Chtnese representation, b()th from 
the students and from members of the JKouminta.ng, who are res1dent 
in Limehouse, m the East End of London. 

The Congress has now' been defimtely :fixed for September 
lst.-8th and all the mv,1tataon w1ll formally go out m the next.. 
dew days. 

Emp~re Labour Oonfereru:e. 

I received your communication addressed to Albert caJhng 
attention to one or two points. I lea.rned yeste-rday that the L::tbour 
Party are not defimte on the holdmg of this Conference and a.re 
8enously oons1dermg cand'elhng 1t owmg to the pool' response. 
Hov. ever we have seen Swales, and will bear m mmd the pomts 
you mentlon 1n the event of h1m pres1dmg a.t the Canfe1ence. 
Natwa.l.y, wa are coutmumg our work 10 connect10u with the 
Empire Labour Conference In just ca.se they do decide to go on w1tlr 
1t, so tha~ we will not be found at a d1sadvantage. 

I 
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· Tn~ co~crete pointS-of'yovr let~r,t.haye, passed Qytjr1 to 
1
A:rnot 

to,at~end to'm t.~e eve_~t-of -a ~teSldJe4t~a} ad~re.sa.b~lpg r.eqqip~d~ . ' 

Su ndryMatte1 s. 

_ As. yQu know1 I attended the Oolon~al Congress. wh1ch wt:~ts. 
held m Pans, and at whwh we discussed thr_ee_qUf3f;!.t10n~ : Morocco~ 
lJhma and th~. U.S 8 :S. 

Smce~ then the Party has conducted a. v~J:y1 goodt compaig:q, 
both on Chma and ~{orrocco. Th1s.. has been done throug,4, 
the Party. press~ as weU as, by preparation of spect~l SpeakerFJt 
Notes whwh have been sent round to all :P~rty, pr.opagand1sts with, 
mstruct10ns to see that full prommence, 1s given t.o. th~, sjtuatH~:q, 
partwuJarly on thes~ three.pomtsl \Ve a,re arJ:"ang1,ng a, r,epr~~enta~lVfol~ 
delegate, Conference. frow trade U:Q.ton branches. trades Qoq,nylls~ and1 
S_QC1alist ,bodtes m tqe ~~:m.do:q._. dt~tr~ct OI:!._ thes~ ma~ters ~~d; f~o~ 
that Conference we hope to get, apart fr,om exphcit tr)amfestoa, apdf 
resolutiOns, a deputat10n wt~h demands covermg Chma, Morocco and 
Rossut to the General Council and, 1f possible, to the E 0 of the 
Labour Party. We are bopmg also to .. have a Trafalgar Squaret 
d~monstratwn on the :first bccaswn when the Square 1s vacant. · 

' -
I ~av~. wntteq to,ou! ~artie~ 1p., Syri~, fal~stu~e. and, ~g~P,~ 

UJgmg them to a~rang~ a. JOmt Con_fe:rei_lC~ ~q ~c;msid.e~ a pla!J. o! 
compm&n , for, t4~ a,ss~sta~ce. of th~ I,t1ffs. Ip. ~h1~ l~tter. ~a hav~ 
11ndwated the hn33 of the com,g3.,_1grh th~ fqrma~~B~ r qf_ C9m~mtt~es~ 
Actwn m each of these places, centrahsed in a Joint Committee 
of Act10n whwh should be hnked · up w1th the Interiut.t1onal 
Comlmttee of Action in ,Pans. 

We have sent a statement on Morocco in the name of Chaman 
Lal and Uoswam1 to Ind1-a, explammg the s1tuat10n in 1\:forocco and 
what It means to the Indian people, and urgmg for the organisation 
of dtrect assistance to the Rtffs, both morally and financially. Both 
Goswami and Lal have also wr1tten letters to personal friends of 
theus urgmg , that they take the initiative in forming pro-Riff ~ 
Comm1ttees 

A very successful "Hands Off China" demonstratiOn was helcl 
~n Friday last at Poplay Tp~n. Hall whm~ was remarkable because 
of the huge number of Oriental and Indian seamen present. 

The Pohtwal Bureau has also wntten to the I.L.P, the 
Labour Party and the q.eneral Cop.npll ¥rg!J?.g t~~ ~~;r;nediate formation 
of a J omt Committee to undertake a great national comp~1gn, 
partiCularly on the questwns of Ohm a, Morocco and the U.S.S.R. 

I should also mention that a consi~etaLI~ pprtion of o~t tt,r;n,~ , 
spend wtth these Indrans has been devoted to the preparatiOn of a. 
programme specl.fically complied fo:r: the va:t;10p,s g~oupa Qt wot;kers tn 
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the big towns. This programme 1s now in process of prepara· 
t10n and will cover acoal, jute, cotton and ra1lways, the ult1mate 
intention bemg the combmat10n of these mto a "Workers Charter", 
w1th add1t10o.al 1tems covermg the peasantry. Th1s programme 
would be used as a ra,llyio.g centre for the development of a, defimte 
Labour Movement 1n Ind1a. 

The three Indians are now anxious to visit the U.S.S.R., and 
we also are very anxious that this should take place. We are 
arranging for the General Council to support their application for 
endorsement to the Brittsh Government and I have also written 
urging that an invitat10n be sent them from both the Foreign Office 
and the Trades Union Congre.ss. Th1s I thmk would help very 
much in the development of our work m lnd1a, and 1s particularly 
useful at this moment when due to lack of finance our Party 1s 
hbsolutely unable to send anyone to e1thcr Ind1a or Egypt to 

1 )ievelop the connections made. 
I \ 

~a •t' While referring to this latter item, I think you wil1 agree in 
'the light of the progress we were makmg that it. is a great pity we 
are unable to continue having representatives in these places, parti· 
cularly in Egypt, in view of the work that had already been done. 
However,_ the Pohtical Bureau consid~rs it to be absolutely 
out of the question in view of the very bad financial situation of the 
Colonial Department just now. If you can think of anythmg in this 
connection I shall be glad to hear of it. 

This, then, is a survey of what has been happening here m 
the l~st ten days, and will serve to keep you posted at least oiYthe 
progress being made. ·. 

Yours fraternally, 

---o:--~ 

p. 2375. 
COLONIAL CONFERENCE HELD AT AMSTERDAM, 

\ ~t.~,.~ \J'\ JULY 11TH. AND 12TH. 1925. 
C ,-? { ~ ~).:~ T n d A pJ ...- , 0 ~rnve m msterdam Fnday evenmg and tmmedmteJy went 

'"""~., .... ,.., o the address at wh1ch I was mstructed to make enquines but 
{~<- ; r was enable to get a.ny reply. 

~ 14 
I t "-'"' . '~\j. t 

\.. I .~ 

"" . ·~'. (' J,} i 

On Saturday mornmg I met two trams arr1vmg from Flushmg, 
expecting to mtercept Gla.dmg and others who were to b~ present 
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at the conference, but as they d1d not arrive I again visited the 
eontact address and discovered that Glad.ing, Dutt and Upadayayo. 
were already there, havmg arrived by an early tram and gone to the 
meetmg place unmed1ately. 

Later Roy arnved and mformed us that a meeting would tfl,ke 
place at 4-30 p.m. A French representative was expected but 
nothmg was certa-in. 

First meeting 4-80 p.m. 
Saturday, July tlth. 

Comrade Sneevlzet of the Dutch Party presided and it -was 
agreed that we should first he:a.r Gladmg's Report. 

There were present·- Sheevhet, Gertrude Hessler, Khan, 
(Ashcroft of the Ind1a.n Bureau m London), Roy, Gladmg, C.P. 
Dutt, Uphadayaya and myself. 

Comrade Gladmg stated that he had not expected to be I 

called upon to give a full report of his visit to India and then gave ~ 
the names of places whwh he had VIsited and people whom he had 
met. He had not met any commumsts and had finally decided that 
those With whom he had come In contact were useless so far as 
~ur party work is concerned. He said that Calcutta which he 
v1~nted last, IS the best place. Questwns were then asked as 
follows:- ' 

Roy: "What opmion had the Calcutta. trade unionists and 
• 

na.tionalists of the b1g leaders''? Gladmg stated that he had not 
ascertamed th1s. I 

Sneevhet: "Was Gladmg aware of any relations ex1stmg 
between the Ind1an leaders and Amsterdam?" Glad.Ing stated that 
he was not aware of th1s. 

Very httle d1scuss10n took plar.e. 

It was then announced that as Khan had to return ta 
England we ought to take his report next . . 

Khan then reported that he was present in place of Dr. 
Banergh1 who was unable to come and that he was to report on the 
position of the Indian Bureau m London. The Indlan members of 
the Bureau bad hoped to recmve sot.ne trammg from the party but 
absolutely nothing had been done m th1s d1rect10n, and they had 
rece1ved no support whatever from the party 1D their work. 
Meetmgs had been postponed or neglected through carelessness. 
The Burea.u was tgnored because they were Indtans and that Roy 
bad rece1ved ~11 the complamts. 

I mterrupted and asked that these complants should be 
sta.ted defimtely and clearly pomt by pomt so that I might deal 
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with £hem and tbStt I.had not1 cot.P.e c;x.Rectt,ngr anythmg of this. 
This WJ:LS 3tgreed tQ. ;Khan then made_the folloyvmg pomts -

(1~ ']hat It had.been proposed to I01m a Seamen's Umon 
among Indian Seamen, but that so far nQtbing whatever had been. 
done. At a recent meetrpg 1q. Poplar Town Hall, arranged for th1s 
Burpose, pn.rty sp_eci.kers had onl.y dealt With Chma 

(2) The Indian ·Bureau had tned to send lcttersrabrqad but 
the party refused to acceptr.esponst~:nhty for tpese and stated that 
they must see all letters sent,. that the;r. opened the letters entrusted 
to them and altered the contents. 

(3) Lectures haP. been proposed, und~r the auspwes of the 
party for the Indian Bureau member. Notbmg had been done, 
4ow;ey~r 0.Q.ly one·l~cturo )'fa~ to ijave taken place, th1& had been 
postponed. ThQ- Bqrep.\1 was ,very,l:nuch d,lsappomted. 

(4) The Banergh1 was not allowed to v1s1t the party office. 

, (5) Thatj th,e Indla:P. Bup:lan had suggested a demonstratiOn 
' ag.ajnst ,~o~d :ij.eading, on hls arnval11\ London recentJy, and had, 
g~ven, t.hr~e IPOntps notice of, ,this to thll ~arty, to allow for the 
~reparatloo. of plan~, but that t~e. Colom!ll Comn:ptt,ee had afterwards, 
compl~m~d that_~ It wa,s too 1!J.~e to do anyt_hrpg a;nd npthmg was 
done. 

(6) That the Indian :Bureau had been informed that if. 
J??Sai'ble- tb~y would be helveq, bqt th!lt ,they were not e1tl;lcr d1rectly 
or md,rr¢ct1,y connect~d wxth, 4ha l?arty~ 

Roy then put two questiqns to Khan : 

(I), Waa i~(t..ru~ tha~ Bell had asked 13anerghi why he went, 
to see Roy in Paris Without the Pa~ty's permtssiOn, and whethe~ 
Bell had asked was Roy trymg to build a parallel orgamsat1on of 
h1s o\\n? 

Replying to Roy's question fir~t, I stated that I knew nothing .. -
whatever of this, but that the' Colonial Comm1ttee was m charge of 
coJonj~l work ::tnd had a nght to expect; to be ipformed of such 
act1vities. I theQ. dealt with Khp.nts complamts pomting out tha~ 

this work had only been going on. a f_ew months, and t~at Uphad2yaya. 
was i,n charge o£ the act1v1ty under the suspices of the Minonty 
Movement and tha.t ther:efore he cot1)d the better deal w1th th1s 
c.omplaha,t, but tha~ the, Party was by no means responsl}:>),e for any, 
neglect i£ suc;:h neglect h4d occuxred. 

vVith reference to the second complaint I said I knew nothmg 
cf this but I did not beheve it to be true that the contents of letter; 
had been altered at the party head Qffice before being transmitted. 
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I a] so sajd that we-could not be responsible in my opinion, for 
sendmg !etters through party channels regarding whiCh we knew 

nothing. 

Roy here intervened to say tha_!: these letters were all addressed' 
to him and that 1t was not a question of not trusting Banerghi but of' 
distrustmg Roy when the Party adopted thxs attitude. 

On the third co'llplaint I referred this matter to Dutt stating that 
he was m full charge of preparations of lectures· and ·that a syllabus 
had been drawn up, that the party was in the dark as to what had 
:ollowed and expected that the lectures had been carried on as per 
ptogramme submttted by Dutt. 

On the fourth complaint I stated· that it·wa.s not desirable, m 
Banergh1'S own interests or. in the mterests of our work ·among the 
lndians, that he should be daily vis1ting the party offices, but that 
he had not been kept away so far as I was aware. Possibly he had 
only been warned to be careful hut some bme ago doubts had been 
ra111ed regarding Banerghi's trustworthiness and this also might 
have something to do with the matter~ 

In reply to the fifth complaint, I stated.that Banerghi, had 
certamly approached the- Colonial Department and suggested a' 
demonstrat10n but he had also pressed • that the Albert Hall 
should be booked for this demonstration which' was~ obviously 
rediculous ~nd fantastic. Bell had agteed entirely •with Ban erg}1i 
that a demonstration would be valuable and had- asked him 
how many Indian students and lndtan Seamen could be rallied 
to rr:eet Readmg at the station iwith banners demandi11g freedom for 
lndta e.c. Banerghi ~tated that he could get numbers of 'these and 
we thereafter left it to the Ind1an ·Bureau tO' make-preparations and 
inform us, being ·fully prepared to give all a£sistabce- necessary, but 
we heard nothmg more about the matter: 

With reference to the sixth complaint I sa1d that with two 
exceptions, members of the lnd1ah Bureau were not party members, 
but that wherever 1t was poss1ble to ass1st them m their wprk the 
party had done so. 

Uphadayaya reported- that he1 had received' practically no 
support from the• members of the lnd1an Bute~u m his work among 
Ind1an. Seamen, but. mainly' from' members of the Bril1sh party. 
He repnd1ated practically the whole of Khan's, complaint's and de· 
manded to know whatrwotk Banetght was doing atnong' Indians~ ,, 

0. P,. Dutt stated that the question' of the Indian Bu1 eau 
was very mvolved and that Khan was not ' 1n a pos1t10n to present 
any complaints owing to his frequent absences from the Bureau 
meetmgs. {Thts Khan' emphatically dented). Dutt stated that 
everythmg possible had been done to get the Sea!n~n's Union going 
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that the Indian unions had been communicated with and no reply 
received, and that 1t had been decided to consult Joshi on the posi
tlon but durmg the last week or two the Bureau had decided to go 
along on the1r own wtth the work. W 1th reference to Banerghi 
and the party office, Dutt stated that 1t was unfor~unate that 
Banerghi's reltabihy had been questioned and that there was 
nothincr in such su,:,ptcwns m Dtttt's opinions, He beheved that 

0 • 

1t was true that not suffic1ent help had been rece1ved from th9 partJ 
in the work amon~ the seamen. He concluded by saymg that the 
Indiap. Bureau was not a proper working body. 

Khan, reiterated that a special meetmg called [or the forma· 
tion of an Ind1an Seamen's U n10n haci been recently held m Poplar 
Town Hall and that nothing had been done m th1s dtrection. Only 
the Chinese s1tuation had been dealt with and that they had falled 
to obtam party help. 

Roy stated that:he supported neither party in the discuss10n 
and that our party in Bntam must u.nderstand that the Ind1an 

1 Bureau members were not commumsts and that we could not have 
very official deahngs with people who were by no means com· 
mumsts. He had not heard of the suspicions agamst Banerght 
before but beheved that he was a sincere revolutionary so far as the 
present s1tuat10n IS concerned in Ind1a. Saklatvala was trot:bled 
w1th 'spy mama' and we need place no rellance on his suspicions 
of Bane1ghi. He proposed to deal with certain pomts made by 
me in reply:-

( I) That the Colonial Committee is in charge of colonial 
work. "This'', said Roy, "smacks of Imperialism'" and we must 
rnod1fysuch a pomt of view. Among commumsts, awe could exercise 
d1sotphne over commumsts. It wa3 necessary to go slowly and 
dtplornatwally m our work among the colonial peoples, and quoted 
Lemn to the effect that concesswns wou1d have to be made to the 
natronal preJudwes of colonial peoples. There was much nat10nal 
preJudwe ex1stmg even among the commumsts and there was a cer
tam amount of truth m the Ind1an Bureau's complamts. The 
Bureau was one or the other, 1t was e1ther composed of commumsts 
in wh1ch case 1t would co-operate w1th the Bnt1sh party or 1t was 
non-party (Here I mterrupted and stated that we were placed m a. 
rediculous positiOn 1f we were to accept respons1b1hty wh1ch was not 
mutual to both s1des, but Roy evaded this by statmg that the letters 
se1;1t by the Indian Bureau wh1ch had been opened by the Bntlsh 
head quarters, were addressed to him and that was a commumst and 
ought to be trustworthy). Contmmng, Roy said that the Indian 
Bureau was not domg all1t should do, but he was not satisfied 'about 
the explanatiOn regardmg no demonst1at10n bemg held agamst 
Readmg. The Brttlsh Party should have held a demonstratwn, soma 
attitude should be been taken, we had known Readmg was commg 



for a. long t1mc, but he behaved that the Butish Party did not like 
Ind1ans commg round to thr! head office. If these Indtans Wished 
to do so why not ? He mterpreted our attttude as being due to a. 
desue of mamta.mmg our presttge a.s not bemg m touch Wit~ Indtan 
tevolutwnanes I then asked comrade Roy to repeat th1s latter 
statement wh1ch he dtd and I complamed that such an expresswn 
was uncalled for, when Roy sa1d probably the expression ts not 
correct. 

Sneevliet asked Gladmg why he made his investigations in 
Calcutta. on a commun1st basis. Gladmg rephed that he did not do 
so. Roy then sa1d to Gladmg. "Is 1t true that Bell has sa1d that 
the mternatwnal Programme for work m India. ts 'all nonesense' 
and not JUstrlied by your report?" I then explamed that a sub
committee of four cons1stmg of Dutt, Bell, Gladmg and myself had 
been set up to constder the Internatwnal Programme in the hghli 
of Gladmg's report and that no such thmg had been sa1d by Bell 
but that our attitude was that m the hght of Gladmg's report which 
stated that no Indian commumst groups existed at all, 1t was neces
sary to revise the suggested programme. Roy then stated that be 
had documentary evidence that Indian groups existed but that 
these had been unable to make up theu mmds to see Glading' 
before he left Indta for England. 

It was then agreed that the meeting should be contmued the 
followmg day at Bussum, a few mlles out of Amsterdam. 

Sunday afternoon meetmg at Bussum. 

Havmg considered the preceedmg business I decided that 
I could not deal w1th same as certam matters had ansen which 
were new to me and upon whtch 1t would be necessary for the 
Central Executive to express an opmwn, i. e. the consultatiOns 
(unknown to the Colonial Comnuttee) between Roy and members of 
the Indtan Bureau etc. and I merely stated therefore regarding 
Saturday's discus:,ion that I had already dealt with the complaints 
made by Khan, that we had expected to have a fully repreEentative 
conference at which many other questions beside India would be 
discussed and that I propo:,ed to go on with the next item on the 
agenda. Th1s was agreed to and Roy asked for a report regarding 
arrangements for the 0 nental Conference and our relations w1th 
Goswam1 Chaman Lall, Deep Smgh and Joshi. I therefore reporte<d 
what had been done m this connection consisting mainly so • 
far as Ind1a was concerned, m the despatch of about :zo invitations 
to certam people in India which mvitatlons the four above referred 
to bad stgned as well as Hormman. Roy complained that vital 
mformat10n regarding th1s business was lackmg, and that he had 
rece1ved no reports. He had been informed in Paris by Joshi 
that all four had been inv1ted to Russta, Saklatwala being the 
mtermechary and not, as I stated, the Colonial Committee being 
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the inte1mediary W1th referer.ce to their havipg signed invitations 
to the Onental Conference, the P~rty had no influence over them 
and 1t was not a party inv1te. It was therefore useless. fhe 
lnternat10nal does not cons1der 1t necessary to gLt m.o touch w1th 
these people but "[lth the~real revolutionanes, 

Dutt then stated that these 1nvitations were mtended to be 
screen to cover our own mv1tat10ns to people whom we were des1r· 
qus of havmg pres~nt. 

Roy then asked 1f Sucar was coming o.nd I said that I uncicr· 
stood that he had•been mv1ted. Roy also asked~whether the party 
had thought of consultmg him regarding these mv1tahons and' 
lvhether the party was completely aware of the record of these four 
:people,and d1d we think we were JUSJfied m rely1ng on them? He then, 
att:-.cked their records as d1d Evelyn Roy also. Roy then satd teat 
he tho\lgh t we could come to no conclus10n on the matter, that this 
was merely an exchange of news. He was completely m the dark_ 
regardmg the conference and ·could only express an opm10n. 

I ,intep:eped ,to point out t];lat )twas unfa1r to Judge the \\Ork, 
of *el Golc;Hl,ml Depq.rtme~t p~ such a restncted basis as Indta, and 
that had this been a full conference we could have shown extere,11ely 
good results in other duechons and that we had nch1eved contact 
w1th 1 eal revolutionanes, party members and nattonahsts wl;w h:1d 
been inv1ted, in Egypt, S~ria, P.alestine and· Mo.<>cco as. well as• 
elsewhere. In connection wtth lndta and mv1tations to people there, 

I I • 

Gladmg's vtsit brought absolutely no mformauon and we had not 
o;np!- cpntact W.Ith who,m we could, cotnmttmcate as a result, 
h~~ce, the fact that we had made the best of matters by domg wha~ 
wa~ po~sibltr wlth~~Joshi., C. Lall, etc. Roy, replied that we must 
n9t,thmk he wa~ reb~kmg the Bntl&h Party. Not lo:cg a&o the 
cpmp~14-nt lhad been that w~. were nQt domg en pugh colol)tal \\ ork, 
nqw,, ,we, wete domg too much. 

He thought that, too much importanc~ was attached to 
Gla~mg's rep?rt , whose, v1s1t had be~n m oppos1twp. tQ Rois 
opm1qu and, much tqo hasty We, w~re cbaUengmg our former 
pohqy on a defective report and trymg to defend errors by makmg 
m_?re error~ We must not follow the hne of least res1stance He 
know mor~ about Indta than any of those four and had not been 
consulted We were followmg a wrong pohcy. He wJ,Shed to be m 
Moscow when these four nat10nahsts leaders were there He had 

I 

been a pess1m1st regard1q.g the Conference results and hail ;not believ-
ed we would get real revolut10nanes. The people "e '\\ ouhl reach 
through Chaman Lall and the rest of them \-rould be of no use. 
There was no obJectwn to them gomg to :Moscow but he V~ould 
expect to be mformed when they set off. He wished It be recorded 
as h1s opm10n that the Onental Conferenc~ \'\ onld be futile, at tb.e 
sa.we t1me he offered all co-operatiOn possible 1f the Bnt1sh party 
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considered 1t of any V<tlue. When l\Ioma.nus was in Paris recently., 
he dtd nat trouble to get mto tollch w1th comrades concerned m 
Ind1a.11 work and now he was not here e1ther, no E. C. member had 
constdered tt necessary to come. 

Ev~Zll'" Bog stated that she had met Joshi in Paris and in
formed h1m she would hke to meet Chaman Lall but that Joshi 
had sa.1d that Chaman Lall d1d not w1sh to meet her a.s he wa.s a. 
friend of Sa.klatval:1o's~and that Saklatvala. and Lall were opposed to 
her or havmg anythmg t() do with her. She thought that this 
should be gone mfio fully. 

Roy said that he wished to have a list of the people invited 
to the Oriental Conference sent tn him With reference to Briken· 
head's speech, who stated that h~ had investigated and failed to find 
one responsible Indian Nationahst who demanded separation from 
the Emp1re, etc. Roy said that some country-statement should be 
made and that a m: nifesto should be drafted, repudiating this charge 
and signed by Lall, J 05hi, Go swami and Sing, stating that they 
represented,':! volume of opinion in favour of separation, after which 
our party could take the matter up and organise a demonstraion. 
Thts would test whether these four were wholly with or only partly 
with us, and_the criticism of Wedgwood and Mac Donald's speech 
in the Honse of Commons regarding Indian independence should 
be included in such a manifesto. 

0. P. Dutt and Work ~n India. I stated that we only had 
[, 100 in hand for the purpose of sending Dntt to India for the work 
there and that this would merely suffice to cover his passage out 
and back, that the party could not accept financial responsibility if 
Dutt was sent to India. 

Roy replied that this would cnuse no expense to be incurred 
by the British Party (Dutt intervened to say that this was the first 
he had heard of the m:.ttter with the exception that Roy had made a 
suggestion to him some time ago which he did not take 
as offic~al.) Roy said that he had instructed to go 
ahead w1th the question of Dutt being sent to India in the absence of 
any objection from the Bntlsh Party and Dutt himself. He also 
sa1d that thts was not a. full col6mal Conferlnce and that he was 
commg on behalf of the E 1.stern Department of wh10h he had bPen 
asked to take charge. He had not yet agreed' but that he would like 
a general report of our work from myself. 

I then gave a full report of our work m Egypt, and the jear 
E~st generally among IndtJ.ll students at the umver~ntles, and Indtan 
Sa'tmen etc. concludmg by stattag that the Bnttsh Pc.~.rty de~nred 
1t to be stated that they should have the right to control work con· 
due ted m the Bnt1sh colomes. Roy asked wha.t was meant by "cont· 
rot" 1f we meJ.nt as a. result of a. dems10n by the Commtern-yes, . 
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if we meant to control the movement in the colonies, this must bo 
i. - I.. -

de~aded by the, E.C.C.I. 
• 't "' \ J 1 

Evelyn Roy a.c;ked how many Indla.n organisa.tions e:xasted Ill 

England and whether the p11rty would assist 1n c:hstnbutmg ths 
"masses of Ind1ar", whether we would send a, bsb of these orgruu• 
sations to Pt~trlS so thart cop1e& could oo mt:ltilec), and, sta~ed, *hat WE1 

®uld ha,ve as ma~y Copies ~urae)~es, for dJ.stnbutlOn ~a.,· reqmr6Xl .. 
To 'thls'l agreed. · ' , t. " J ' u ' 

...,. \ t 1 l I) 1 

Boy said that we should not Jook npon him as an individnal.. 
In Europe a Bureau of Indmn commumsts had been entrusted With 
supervision of the commurust activity in Incl1a. Close CQ·opeta~Ion 
be~ween the Bnttsh Party and th1s bu.reau was essential. They 

t I 4 l \ \. ' 

publi~hed hterature from tlllle to time a,nd he Wished the Colonial. 
Com~Ittee to take the- responsibility of cir011fatmg th1s hterature 

l L (, l \ 

:first among aUlndtan~ m England and secrond. to find: soma method 
~£ s~ndmg supplies to India. Some understanding· on th~ develop
ment 

1 

of the poss1b1Hties to do work in England was necessary .. 
They w1shed us to let· them know how to send supphes to India. 

_ tl r ~ 

W1th reference to our Indian contacts in nmvers1tles these would 
e~entually come oock to tndla 'an'a lt was deslrable that they . ..) ' ~ \ 

should be.., put 1n contact w1th the European Indlan Bureau .. 
' -" .. .. \ ... .i- ... . 

Evelyn Roy stated that literature eould be sent through 
sailors. Dutt asked what could be done With it m Ind1a. and 
Roy stated that he had addresses m Bombay, Columbo a.nd Calcutta~· 
Evelyn Roy sa~d! she ~w ~n~r,g_h1 and Khan m Paris and 
suggested the formation of a loose comm1ttee of Ind1ans,. Egypt1ans 

j l l I j 

and Insh fpr conc_erted action agams~ British 1mpena.hsm. l'h1~ 

w~s extra-party, and ~e party should p~sh 1t. In hm.: opm~o? 
sympath1sers a.t Oxford and elsewhere among lqdian students 
should be made to 10m the party openly and when they returned t() 
India should take up the fight there 'If necessary in the Law Courts 
for propaganda purposes. It \vas redwuloas riot to have then openly 
connected with' t~e party .as I had reported. · 

Sneevliet said that we had to use these nat10nahst mtellec
ttual~ f<?r work, not for t,na.l~, tqfl.t tb~re ~ere <?nly. a fe~ of them and 
t_b~y sJ.lould ba handled q:ue!p.lly. , In·. h~ op1mon it was best to 
wqrk as the ~nt1,sh Pa.rty •Vif$P,. do1'~g~ ~cretily. Evelyn ~oy 
dtsagreed arnd Soeavhet referred to the expenence of the Datcb 
~a.rty \"fq~cq,'h~Ji beeu, unable t,o make use of good ~omrades beca~c;e 
they were known to the a.'uthoritles. a;nd, Stl.~d that her suggehtl0n

1 

-was all h~mbug • ., 
Roy ~ta.ted that he agreed With,Sneevhet that some orgamsa-

bon is a.dvisablo but qe Ins1sted on orgamsed effort 1n this work. 
These Ind1a11- students sympathisers should be p1epared to JOlll tbe 
Indian Party and contc1ct with Roy was esseu tiJ.l. \V e could nor. 
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control the work from Brttain. Direction was not possible and even 
· ha.~m,fut , r:J;'ha B_r~tis~ :I;>arby sho~Ip. 9afry, at;t prap,agBtn9a, .an~ 
organtse as 'much as posstble so as to supply the. Inw~v- B~,~~l:\ 
w1th a number of tramed workers. The d1rect1on or leadersh1p ol 

# .., .. l ~ a ( ...t p .f 

the Brit1sh Party' sliould go no further. ' ' . 
I 

Evelyn l}oy ~ai~ t~at col~~~al pe~~le~ f~lt, th.~~ the Q,o~unist 
parties act in an Imperialist spirtt. Our request regarding control ot 
work w1thm th,~ ~11t1sh ~mpi~e: w,as\ a spemes of imperiahsm. 

Roy stated that agi~atwn among th.e,. InduLlla. was. impaxt~t 
an~ should b~ deve~loped. _ "When 1,~ ~a~., ~e~n, dev,~l,ope~ ~fld grpups 
of·sympath1sers are established the Indian Bureau w1ll have reason 
t~ e~st ai?-d ~h9p.l~ cans:sp of ~b.~e~e Iu,djan, pa,rt:y: SYJPpathippr,s. , , , 

I 

Dutt reported upon work in the Vf elfare) L~ag.u~. 

Eve~yn Roy ~esire~ that ~ should return via Paris in order 
to see about the transport of sup:;>hes of hterature for work among 
Indians m England: " · , 

Roy sa1d. that he Wis4ed us to wr1te him re the movements of 
Chaman LaB etc, under cover of Sneevliet, and said that it wM 
advisable that someone should go to Paris to see about" hterature 
transport. Rose Cohen was to see Gertrude Hessler next week-end; 
she might see to n.rrangements regardmg transport at the same 
time. It would also be as well for Uphadayaya to see the comrade 
m charge of th1s work in Pans. 

This concluded t~e m1etipg, 

Later, Gertrude Hessler suggest~d that some responsible
members of the party executive should hav~ ~o~e t~ t..q.~ ~OJ?.[ere~a~ 
and not myself and that Roy wanted mformatwli. Dutt was to stay 
twa day a to diSCUSS his work In In'cha and reach ' an understandmg 
wtth Roy. Uphadayay~ also delayed lns return as Roy Wished to. 
d1scuss his work w1th him also. ' ' ' 

P. 2376 
No. 1122. • , Moscow. 

To Catnrade Saklatva!a . 
8th. August I92S· 

. 
Dear Comrade, 

\V e send you herewith enclosed a letter for the 1 Central 
. ' 
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Committee of the Swaraj ?arty (Calcutta) and a copy of It for your' 

personal, perusal 

We shall be much obliged If you will kindly forward this,
letter to the due address. 

Your- copy could be 'produced in British.papers. 
' 

With fraternal greetinggs. 

ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY AND 

GENERAL SECRETARY PROTEM. (signed) DOMBAL. 

ORGANISING SECRETARY PROTEM. (signed) GOROV. 
I 

MEMBERS OF PRESIDIUM 

HEAD OF EASTERN SECTION 

AND THE COLONIES 

·(signed) VOZNESENSKY • 

. P. 2376 [1] 
10459 8th. August '1925. 

\ 

To the Central Committee of the Swaraj 

Party. Calcutta, India. 

Allahabad. 

Dear Comrades and Brothers, 
' . 

The presidium of Kr.:!stintern ( Peasants' International ) , 
having learned of the great loss sustained by the liberation move· 
ment of the Indian people in the demise oft he Founder and Chairman 
"Of your party, C. R. Das, are tendering their profound condolence 
to you and to the large masses of the people in md1a whose w1shes 
are vo1ced by you. 

The Krestintern,, which unitee the organised peasantry of 
39 countries, on behalf of milhons of peasants throughout the world, 
declares the cause of the founder and leader of your Party for the 
creation of favourable conditions for the pohtlcal econom1c and 
culturatdevelopment of the I.:lu nul lion mass of the people of lnd1a 
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for which, regardless of seye,re bere~vement, yottr party is continu
ing to stru~gle to be also the cau,se of ~r~~\int~~I?· 

The Kre~tmtern welcomes the dec1sipn o~ y,our Congress_ at 
Fandpur regarding the need of immediately proceeding to. th~ 
orgamsation of the largest masses of the Indian peasants for the 
fight m the Swar~qist cause. 

Bowmg onr heads in sorrow over the loss Clf your ~~~der,_ 
we pledge, on behalf of the organised peasantry throughout the 
world, our support in every way to the measures undertaken by 
you for the attainment of you.r '\ltimate goal. 

w_ e are, convinced that the joint efforts of your par.ty and of 
the world's peasantry, 'Yhose spokesmen, is the_ Kres.tintern. will 
bring about the reahsation of those tasks for ~hich your never-to
be-forgotten leader has fought '-IO devotedly through the whole of 

.. t - * - .... \. 

his lifetime. 

The pres1dium of the Krestintern requests the Central 
Committee of the SwaraJist party to tender to the \arg~ ma,sses of. 
Indian peasants the ardent fraternal greetings and the appeal to • 
join the ranks of your party, under the banqer of Krestintern, for 
t~e fight for a bett~r fuLure fOJ: the Indian people in alliance with 
the toilers~throughout th~ wodd. 
I 

At the sorrowful moment through ,whic:1 y:m are passing, 
you may be assured of complete support on t~e part of ~restintefn 
and the peasantry the world over. • ' 

ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE 

1NTERNATION~~J;.. :PEf\~1\~'f~, ~OUNC~L, pOMBAL 
(POLAND), OTTO RYDLO ( CZECHOSLOVAKIA ) , 
MARIUS VAZEILLE, RENAUD JEAN ( FRANCE ) 

GOROV (B~~q..~~~A), ~}CHARD BUERGI (GERMANY), 

ORLOV ( U. ~· ?: R:· ), GERO ( 5\VEDEN ), LIANG 
{ XORWAY ), ALONSO \SPAIN}, ODINET (UKRAINE), 
HUDAIKULOV (UZBEKISTAN CENTRAL ASIA), 

URSULIO GALVAN (MEXICO), KNUTSON (AMERICA), 
~ ~ .. ,. 

KEN-HAIASHI {JAPAN-), TENG (ESTHONIA), GRIECO . 
( ITALY ), TCHAN (CHINA ), NGUEN·AI-QUACK 
( INDONESIA ) 

.P. S. To this letter JOins his s1gn~ture the leader of the Catholic 
Popular Party of Italy ( Popolari ), the ex-member 'Of Parliament 
GUIDO MIG LIO LI, who, 0:1 becommg- acql11inted with the 
programme 'J.nd act1v1ty of the Peasants' International (Krestintern) 
has JOined 1ts ranks. 
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p. 2377. 
. 

SIGNED: GUIDO MIGLIOLI, representative of the Catholic 
Popular Party of Italy. 

R. s. 

5 Ex. 

5/8/25. 

The Communist Party of Great Britain. 

(British section of the Communist International}. 

16 King Street, Covent Garden. London W. C. 2. 

I 1th September 1925. 

The Colonial Department. 

Dear Comrades, _ . 
A report of party activities from the beginning of the year to 

~the present moment is being prepared. We should like the Colonial 
Department to furnish us with a report on the following:-

Connections, 

-Activities abroad, 

The Labour Party Imperial Conference, 

Minority Commonwealth Conference. 
' I 

Yours Fraternally, 

A. MCMANUS 

J. R. CAMPBELL. 
' 

Colonial 
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P. 237·7. ( (1) 
REPORT OF COLONIAL ACTIVITIES. 

Covering: (n) Connections. 

{b) Activities ab;oad. 

(c) Labour Party Commonwealth Conference. 

Connectwtts 

The Colonial Department has managed during the year to 
establish working connections in the following places:-

lndia, Egypt, Palestine, Syria, S. Africa, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, and Ireland. 

In each case the connections have been of a direct character 
covering direct commumcation as well as personal visits. In the 
order me:J.tioned, as near as possible I will indtcate the character of 
these connections. • 

Irulia. 

In the early part of the year the department concluded that in 
order to establish real connections of a healthy character in Indta, \ 
it was esential that a party representative should visit there. This 
was duly arranged and for four months our representative devoted 
his attention to movmg about from place to place abcertaming facts 
regarding the movement m India and its possibd1ties, and also 
enquiring into the possibilities of promoting contacts. This visit 
was extremely useful indeed. Our representative was able to 
attend the All India Trade Union Congress and heid many conver· 
sations with a-epresentatives there. These conversations and the 
Congress itself enabled him to secure a good pictUJ'e of the situation. 
He was able to supply us with a very good report of the Congress 
and with copies of the most important resolutions which were other· 
wise not available By discussions with s::>me of the leaders on 
the resolutions he was able to give them a clear picture of the 
growth and development of the movement in this country and parti
cularly of the Political Left Wing Movement and of the Minority 
Movement. These conversations had advantage later when the 
Indian Trade Union delegation visited London to attend the Labour 
Commonwealth Congress. The exxstence and character of our· 
Party was made known for the first time to many quite sympathetic 
individuals and these are now kept supplied by us with our litera· 
ture and also informed generally of what is taking place. Unfor· 
tunately for us the visit of our repre'Sentative had to terminate much 
ear her lhan we desired so that while much may have been done as 
a result of the vistt, yet our work is only in its infancy. 
Ind1.an Group. 
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_ ., To faCilitate th~ ,development of our wqrk,. inr India, the 
Colonial departmen},.organised a ·spe_~iaJ Ind1an Group composed 
of Ind1ans re~rdent m th1s cou,1try,_ Toe purpose of the group was 
'to concentrate on Indtan matters ~nd by the1r , ex1stence as a group 
to be abl~ to condu~t specialised. propangada amongst the Indians. 
To this ptupose arrangem~nls were made for the more or less regt.•• 
Jar circulation of hte.tature ~m~,ng the Indta!_l st_udents and abo 
among the Indian Seamen. Spec1al subgroups were formed 
amongst the University students and arrangements were made to 
h_a-ve a spec1al lndtan section devote~ to lnd1an matters m the Um· 
v~rsity Soctalist group which was formed at Oxford and Cax:nbndge 
in the early part of the year. Contact w1th the seamen was estab· 
hshed and mamt:~med by a process p£ regular weekly meetings at 

"..-
the London Dock Gates where an average of so to 6o Indians 
regq.larly tur~ out. A g9od quanhty of hter;~.ture has been cucu· 
l~ted amongst them of an e_ducationa~ and propagand~ charact~r 
and the rec~nt seamen's stnke prov1ded an added opport~n,1,ty, whr9h 
W

1

e took the- ful1est advantage of. Specml Indiaii Seamel\'s meet· 
i ngs v. ere arranged m d1ff e1 ctlt ports and the df.mands of the Ind1an 
Seamen for such thmgs as, 1m proved accomodatJOn and ship condt
hons anp the questiOn of a bonus which Bnhsh seamen g~rt, but 
,;hie~ Indian :,eamen are demed. 

' 

This latter enabled us to secure good contacts with whole 
groups of seameq on many shtps and it has developed into promt~ 

n'ence the question of org<~.nismg Indian Seamen into a Trade 
Union affiliated to the All India Trade Union Congress lVe are 
now -persuing a campatgn for th1s latter. 
Egypt. 

Here again our department concluded that it was absolutelv 
es~ential that a representative of our party should vts1t Egypt t~ 
ass1st m the work th~re. Accordmgly a representative was sent 
and the results lll t~lS case mote than JUStified the VISit. Not only 
were we enabled through our representative to establish contacts 
'with the various sections and movements m Egypt, but he waq able 
to ass1st very considerably in the development of the Commun 1st 
Party there. H1s activities were by no means confined to Egypt, 
but covered Syria and Palestme as well. In all of these places the 
work was very satisfactory and the resu1ts good. 

C ommumst Party's m each of the three places were greatly stlmula· 
ted and assisted and were brought together mto joint :urangements 
Lor workmg purposes. One or two JOint Conferences were held and 
a umfcrm understandmg ar11ved arnved at, we helped the work of 
ea ;h ~onPtdcrably Many contacts were e::,tab!xshed for the puty 
m eacn of these places and th10ugh these means much literature 
and mfJrmatwn was enabled to pass through. Here agam, ha~vev-cr, 

72 



,I 

the work of our representative was bro1,1ght to an only to abrupt 
end he had to clear out and practically the week following the 

( "" "' .. 
leading -and most active members of the Egyptian party were 
a.rr~sted. The reign of persecution whicli followed made. it doubly 
difficult for us to maintain our contacts, as in at least two instances 
the addresses somehow leaked out, the correspondence tapped. One 

1 again, however, we have managed to overcome this and have 
estabhshed regular connections. Jm~t as in the 'case Qf India so 
also in the case of Egypt, Syria and Palestine we were convinced th'at 
it is absolutely necessary for a reP,resentative of our party to be 
m continual restdence in these places. 

B. Ajnca. 

In the early part of the year here again the department was 
convinced of the considerable advantages which would result from 
the presence of a representative in that country. Circumstances 
however rendered this quite imposs1ble and we have had to rest 
content with whatever particulars were offered by the ordinary 
means of comm11mcation. By means of S} mpathetic seamen we 
were able to establish d1rect contacts "hich allowed for the inter~ 
change of literature and also the estabhshment of se~cure addreAsse's for 
correspondmg ptlrpose.s. The work here, however":' 1s tremendpusly 
difficult and sooner orj later we wlll 'be compelled to have our own 
representative workmg there, apart from the ordinary problems there 
are extra comphcated problema which have to be contepde~ with.~ 
There IS the question of the colour bar whiCh has Its own umque 
Blgntficance an4 Its teemmg dlflicult1es. Then agam the,re is the 
presence of qmte a populatiOn of Indtans who nave tbe1r pecuha>r 
problems With the direct relatiOn to India. We have succeeded 
Ul makmg the problem of the ;£nd1ans 1n. South Africa a responsi
bility for the 'Indian Nationalist and Trade Union Movement. 

I ( ' 

Arrangements are m hand I believe for the holding o£ a speCial, 
Congress, however, m Ind1a or m Afnca speCifically devoted to the 
problems of the resident Ind1ans in Afnca. · ' ' ' 

CANADA, 

Our contacts w1t~ Canada are now very good, WfJ have 
regular and dtrect commumcat10n and dnect party contact.: ~f.lhe 
party there ts now m a pos1t1on to welld some mtluence and has 1ts 
own weekly central organ, whwh 1s qmte good. By means of the 
direct contacts we can now have duect communicat10n w1th almost 
any sectiOn of the movement there, 

AUSTRALIA. 

Here agam, we have our won party now more ot less estabh
shed on its feet, though by no men.ns yeh secme. Contact wtth 
Austu1.ha where ~t 1s good bas the disadvantage of the great lapse 9£ 
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time owing to the great dtstance and the po~t is by no means secure 
a*nd our mJst reha.ble contacts a1e v1a the medmm of seamen. 

l I 

NEW ZEALAND 

ConnectiOns n,re now estl.bhsbed, but are not ~t all satisfactory 
th'-'Y at~ stmply composed of correspondence wtth individuals there. 
Two or three uppo3mg groups cla1m to, themseLyes the name and 
~w'1t of Communist Party'~ and the confUsiOn and felhng resultmg 
fr~m th1s makes 1t very 'd.Iffwult work. • 

IRELAND. 

At the begmning of the year Ireland was considered a res· 
,ponsiblltty of tl;le Coloma! Department and a party representative 
was appmpted to be re'sident in Dubhn. Constderable good work 
mdeed was done by our representative there and much progress was 
made. Disagreement between members of the Ir1sh l'arty and the 
Bntlsh. party suspended th1s work for a ttme Th1s queshon has 
now haEm ratsed to a Central Comm1ttee 1ssue11.nd It is bemg atten· 
ded .to. ln the meantime, however, the contacts are d1rect and to be 
used at !ny time. 

" ( 'Such IS a' resume of the contacts established, mamtamed an4 
'utdJ.s~d durmg tha year. 
' 

ACTIVITIES ABROAD. 

!u the statement of contacts I have ind1cated sometlung of 
.our aotlv1ttes abroad. Thts only reqmres to be suppleme.llted by 
,mentwumg the special artwles ~pr~pared and sent for pubhcatwn in 

. the Native press. Th1s was an espemal to the Colomes, Indta, 
Egy};lt, E to. 

LABOUR "PARTY COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. 

The British Labour Party Commonwealth Conference was 
held m the House of Commons: Westmmster, irt July of thts year. 
Delegates were present from practically every p~tt of the Empue. 
Only one party memb~r was present as a delegate, Nevertheless, 

'we M'ranged several meetmgs and conferences wtth the atbe1s 
_ almost regularly durmg the perwd of tho Congress we, met and llts

cussed Congress matters wtth the !ndt tn delegn.bion a nil comra.de 
MacDonald the representative from Oanada De~ptte all our effo1 ts 
however, we wore unable to exerCLse 'very much lnflnence on the 
Conference itself. Our agreements were far too mcomplete Yet, 
1t would be a mtstake te say that our Conference aud convetsc:11t10ns 
were fru1tless, explanatwns of our movement were sympathetwally 
hstened to and wtll cettamly ·be better understood m futute. Our 
fatluro t::> 1nfluerwe the Conference led us to concmve. of the tde::t of 
the holdmg of a Confmeuce under the ausp1ces of tho ~!monty 
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Movement tQ ~scuss the Mmonty Age~da~ Ap.art from representa.
tnes of sectwns of th~;~ Butt~h movement ' a wever o-ply the Ind1an 
delegatiOn attended Nevertheless he Conference was 
held and cop1eq of the report of the' Conference and 
of the resolutions and mamfestos passed by the Conference 
were sent to every deleg.:tte who attended the o.fficxal 
Conference as well as bemg sent to the lalour press of every one 
of the colomes and dommwns. One of the dec1s1ons 'was that the 
Mmor1ty Movement should undertake to arrange the- holdmg of a 

• I J 

snmlar conference each year m the futu~e <s and that a,dequate 
preparatiOns be made to secure its success. 

Supplementary Observatwns. f : 
A word should be said R.hout one or W,o 

Colonial department to complete the picture · 

East-West Circle. 
I . 

acitlvities of the 

Th1s was an orgam!:lation formed dire6tly by the Coloma! 
department with a v1ew to arrangmg for the l.oldmg of a conference 
of represenat1ves of the N atwaahst and lahbur movement of the 
east and the west. 4 great deal of propaga.tula was done by this 
orgamsatwn and elaborate arrangements made for the boldmg of a. 
conf('rence 1n September of thts pear. The suc~ess of the Conference 
however, was greatly dependent upon the atteudance of most of the 
delega.tes atten~lDg the Lohour Commonwealt:l J Congress, everyone 
oi these however found 1t 1mpossible to remain' bvcr and we were 
compelled to postpone the conference indefimt~l~. rrhe idea however, 
ha.~ 6y no means been dropped and we shall make efforts to secure 
such a conference next year. 'Meantime,tbe East 'Nest circle 
oontmues to carry on the propaganda for the u~1'ty m the Nationalist 

I 

and Labour movement of the East and west. I 
I 

.The Indzan Wo1ke1s Welfare League. t ' 
Thts organisation has a contact m Britain of the All Indta 

Trade U mon Congress, the coloma} dPpartmen't consideted It "as 
of E''4pecia.lunportH.nce and 1t was deCided to stre.r.>Jgthen and develope 
1t~ mfluence. It 1s now recogmsed as a tepresentahve , organisatiOn 
in Bntam of the' Indian Trade Union Congres~ and is extremely 
v,ltlua.ble mdeed. Artwles, lttters, etc, sent by the Secretaty of th1q 

, q .. 

orgatpsatwn can secure pnbhcatwn in very many of the Indmn 
p~pers and thts ts an advantage to us. The 'depa,rtment dnectly 

I 4 
111tluenccs the Welfare League. 

Clmza. 

'The ChtnPse situn.tion was also paqqed ~ver to the Colonial 
d~p:utment aq ttCJ reqpons1bihty (although Ch1~a. ill not quttE' part of 
the Bnttsh Emp1re. '!'hts arose out of tlJe Confetence of the 
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International Council of Actwn w h1ch was held m Pans m July of 
th1s year. ·At this Con e~ence 1t was agreed that spemal pa1ty 
campaigns should be cond:o.cted hnkmg up th'3 situatiOns m Morocco 
Chma and Sov1et llu.ssu... 

1 
It was also agreed at this Conference to 

appomt an Interna.tiona1CrunCll ofActipn whiCh was to meet at least 
every two months Th1sfrangement, however, has not been earned 
out owmg partlcularl~ to, he tense situation of our party m France 
created by the Morocca war. We, on our part, Immediately 
arranged a Conference I~ on don representmg trade ,unwns. , labour 
parties, co-operative gui\ds, trades counmls, unemployed, women's 
sectwn of the Labou~ ~arty, C. P. locals, Y. C. L, and Young 
Labour League. 1 '34 delegates took part representmg 108 branches 
of the above orgamsati(•ns, and the Conference was very successful 
indeed. , ~ 

1 I 

Followmg upon 
1 
this, a series of " Hand's ofi Chma " 

demonstratiOns have beon held m varwus parts of the country, each 
~ ~ 

of whwh have be~n~ successful. Th1s campaign is stlll bemg 
conducted by us; and arrangements are in hand for three more 
demonstratiOns to be ~eld m London, Glasgow and Manchestel' on 
approximately Octcberi17th, November 7th and November 21st, 

I ' 

Two spemal Chinese meetings were held in Lip:tebouse~the 
Chinese quarter m Luhdon-and were very successful." 

\ t < 

0. R. Das Memortal. 
1 

I ' 

A memonal op. the death of C._ R. Das was held m the, Essex 
Ball, at wh10h McManus and Saklatvala spoke. This meetmg 

ll " " 
enabled us to meet a number of Indiana and was qUite useful. _ 

I 

Ooncluswn. 
I 

The Coloma!' (iepartment now has a defimte arrangement 
with the "Workers' ~Veekly", 'Sunday· Worker" ,>''Labour Monthly'~ 
and "Commumst Re~ew", by means of wh10h we are accorded a. 

I ' t 
certam amount of space In each Issue, for outstandmg coloma! 
matters As a result,, we have been able, almost regularly, to secure 
J>ubhCity for affairs b.na happenmgs m the various colomes. 

' , 
As an mdiCatwn of the scope of the work of rep1esentat1ves 

vis1tmg the colomes, etc. I will mentwn the tasks suhm1tted of 
our representative'' ho VIsited Egypt. · 

I 

(1) Re-organisatiOn of the party m Egypt upon the bas1s of 
factory groups l ~ 

(2) Syst~ma~\c educatiOnal work amongst party mem hera 
{party trammg, etc.) , 

I 
I 

(3) Recrmt1~g campaign amongst workers and ~tudents ~t 
the vanous umvers1 L1es and seconda\y schools. 
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(4) w or'k in' trade unwns, and efforts to re•construct I 
Moribund or extmct syndicates. 

(5) Issuing of an dlegal party perwdwal. 

(6) Translation and printmg of A. B. C. of Communism • 

. (7) . Pnblic.atwn of a legal work~rs' paper. 

(8) Drawmg up of a programme for a Workers' & Peasants' 
Party:' 

(9) Eatablishment of a federation of the parties of Egypt, 
·pa]estme, Syria and Lebanan. ( 1) 

(10) Extension of party to other towns such as Port Said, 
\3-anta, etc. 

(11) Preparation for Party Congress. 

(12) Development of "Mopra". 

(13) Campaign for release of prisoners. 

(14) Securmg and establishment of contacts with revo-
1 u tionary N ationahsts. 

I 

On these points we were able to make considerable progress 
and the foundations of successful party activities were laid. Direct 
contract w1th the Bnt1sh party was estabhshed and the possibll1ty 
of frmtful co-operatiOn between ourselves and the parties in Egypt, 
Palestine and Syna is assured The persecution and arrest of many 
comrades in Egypt and m Palestme makes communication difficult 
as I have sa1d, but letters do come through and no effort is spared 
to secure pubhctty and support. · 

Arrangemetts are in hand for the sending of representatives to 
work in Indta, and Egypt, and we are contemplatmg making direct 
efforts to secure the sending of someone to South Afr1ca. 

P, 2378. 
Copy Com. Saklatvala. 

Dear Comrade Mac Manus, 

We beg to inform you that in accordance with the decision of 
the Presidium of Krestintern, a special section has been formed for . 
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tne pur'pose of carrying on work among the Hindu peasants. It is 
understood as matter of course that all t'lus act1vity among the 
Hindu Peasants will be carried pn through yo~ -and comrade 
Saklatv~la. We feel confid{mt that we may count on your utmost 
co·operation and advice. ' 

• · Our first task will be to get inta touch wtth all i:he existing 
peasatlt~'rganisations of India, .cyep if ~he latter l>y their programmes 
I)~ at variance with our views as to the general aims and methods oj 
~ur w'?rk ,among_ the peasants. 
$1. 

We would also like to establ~sh individual contact with lead· 
ing men in the agrarian movement of the Hindu people and to get 

r,:hem to 'collabo'rate with the international ·Agrarian Institute at 
Moscow. 

We would appreciate ·v~ry much any 'COncret~ information 
you might furnish us on the pr<l!D~nent personalities in the Hindu, 

.: Agrarian Movement and on the literature published. ~ , 

A,waiting your ~arly reply, and antiCipating fruitful colla· 
~oration. 

Dear Clemens, 

Yours Fr~ternafly, 

(Sd.) Dorobal. 

(Sd ) N. Orloff. 

(Sd.) A. V. (Vozneciensky.) 

P. 2379. 
Moscow, Sept. 16. 

Enclosed herewith is the answer to the communication dated 
July 6th. Please make the c:>mrades concerned acquaint· 
ed with it. A copy is sent to the C. P. G. B. for information. 

In order to decide among other questi'Oh th~t of co·operation 
between the Col. Com. of the C. P. G. B and the Indian Com. Group 
in Britaii'l, Com. M .. aemanus and yourself were sent for to come here. 
The Party writes in reply that until the Labour Party Confer~nce 



it will not be possible for Com. M. to leave Britain and that steps 
taken in relation to your trip demands your presence in England. 
The Secretariat, however, constder_s Com. ·M 's ;nd your v;sit here 
of suffic1ent 1mporta!nce to obv1ate other considerations. Offici~! 

communication is reing sent to thi$ effe,ct~ 

From the ~ommunication of the Party I cahndt quite make~ 
out what is ·being

1 
dop.~ ?-bput your t_rip. Is it. possible that the 

rejection of your application w1Il be rescinded ? I am anxious 
to know the particulars. In any case, before leaving (if it will p~ 
possible) you must see me and pay a visit here. If the trip is pos; 
bible, your visit here should be very carefully organised. A visit 
here JUSt before the trtp would preJudice the l;ttt~r ~eri9usly ; there• 
fore 1t should be made c~nspirative. As ,far as I aw concerned, 
I can meet you anywhere on the continent on your '\Vay put. ' 

Dtd you get the MSS. of the broqhure ? I h_ope it is in the 
press already. Not a single copy of the appeal apout Birkenhead 
Speech was received here. Did you send soine I Please do if they 
were sent already. 

With Gr~etings, 

(Sd.) M. N. Roy. 

P. 2379 <1). 
I 

A 

Moscow, Sept. 15._ 

C. P. Dutt, 

London. 

Dear Comrade, 

The communication dated July 6 signed by yourself togeth~ 
with 8 other comrades has received the due consideration of our 
party. We are delighted to wekome you as members of our Party. 
I hope you will excuse this unavoidable delay in reply. 

The programme outlined in the communication is generally 
acceptabh:. According to the Statutes of the Communist Interna• 
tiona}, all the Indian Commumsts resident in Bntain should have 
thetr Party memben,hip transferred to the C. P. G. B, dunng their 
sojourn in Britain. Th1s rule applies to all the Communists hvinO' 

• 0 
outs1de their natlve country. 
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The Indian Communist Group in Britain wiJJ, therefore carry 
on the programme outlined in your communication in conjunction 
with the Colonial Commissiotl of the C. P. G. B. It wlll be poli* 
tically guided by the European Bureau of the C. P. of India as well 
as ~he Colonial Commission of the, C. P. G. B. 

: To Comrades 

C. P. Dutt 
A. c. Bannerji 
M.A .. Khan 
1. Chowdhury 
M. Brat. 
D. c. Virmani 
P. C.,Nandi 
M.A. Desai 
N. G. Upadhaya 

' Copy to the t. P. G. B. 

' 
:With Fraternal Greetings, 

(Sd). ~1. N. Roy, 

,., 

-

P. 2379~ <E> 
Superscription on the enveicpe :-

. 
' . - Com. C. P, Dutt. 

' C. P. of England. t417o* 19th Sept. 1925. 

London. 

Saraswat\ Machine Printing Press, :Meerut, 0. P., Incha.. 
" 
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P.2380Ll]. 
3• VII. 

My dear com. 

Your letter dated June II reached me today in Switzerland 
where I have been staying'for several days to attend to some business. 
Soon after my arrival in Europe, I informed you about my intention 
of meeting you and mentioned the place. I sent the same message , 
in three ways expecting that it would reach you .surely. I hope you 
have got it. 

I understand that John~on is away; therefore we will have to 
dq without him. I will be at Amsterdam in the beginning of the 
next week and hope to find there some of you. There are many a 
thing to talk about. :l 

In your letter you do not mention anything about Chaman Lal 
and Joshi who must have been m London when you wrote your letter: 
I am informed that there is project of there vis1ting moscow in the 
near future. It may be a good idea; but I desire to discuss with you 
this plan before it was executed. I hope you received my message 
in time, and acted according to my desire. 

I have no desire to see or deal with any particular member of 
the patty. It has been decided in Moscow to employ Dutt in a cer· 
tain work. It is, therefore, natural that I should explain to him the 
work he will nave to do. I will, of course, acquaint you of the plan 
when we meet. About G. and C. the Eastern Dept of £he C. I. 
charged me to see them in order to talk to them in detail about their 
trip. I do not think 1t will in any way violate the autonomy of the 
Br. Party. Will C. I want particularly speak, because he visited · 
some comradel'i of ours who have sent some messages for me. These 
me~sages have never b~en delivered to me. For all these x-ea~ons, 
it b necessary that all the three comrades meet me at Amsterdam. 
If you prefer we can arrange their visit after we have talked. I expect 
to see some of you Monday or Tuesday. I can be reached through 
the party-better through Sneevliet, 101, Nassankade 

1 

Fraternally yours, 

Sd. M. N. ROY. 



P. 2380 [2]. 
July, 26 

The COLONIAL COMMISSION, 

' Com~unist Pary of Great Britian. 
! I l V l. ' 

LONDON. 

Dear Comrades: 
( ' 

I ! 

The news about the crisis 10 the textile industry of B<?ml:>ay 
must have reached you. The workers are threatened with lock-out, 
fr they do not accept a heavy wage·cut: • You ·~ill~ remen1 her that 
only a ye~r lago 2o% cut was forced upon the workers after a lock·out 
tha{ lasted nearly three months. The ~Bombay workers rece1ved very 
little suppoh IJJ.Oral or matenal in that heroic struggle. ' It is our 

' duty to see that they do not again go down unaided. 

The Indian workers' Welfare League should be indueed arid 
helped to 'begm a campaign of agitation to ~:~ecure support and enhst 
sympathy for the Bombay workers. The presence in Britain of a few 
Ind1an Trade Unionists should be utilized tor the a~itation. Smce 
a further defeat of the lnd1an Workers w1ll senously affect the 
interest of the Lancashire workers ( ali-eady in distress, ) threatened 
lock-out in Bo:nbay provides t~e pasi~ for a succesful agitation m 
J;3nt~in. · 

With fraternal greetings, 
' I 

· · Richard. 

p. 2380'\ (3). 
J\msterdam, July, 21, 1925 

To the Commumst Party of Great Britain~ 
Colonial Comnussion.\ 

Dear Comrades, 
I 

The information about the trip of Cha~an Lal etc. to Moscow 
I I 

2 



have sa far failed to ren.cb me. Comrade Robson promised to send. 
it on itnmediate1y on his return. I have been an·xioulsy waiting for 
the news, since my movements will h~ve to be determined :J.ccording 
to the particulars bf thefr movement.'~· ,_ \ --. 

< i A 
A lrt " .. \ 

I suppose ~om~~qe !lopson ~~~ ~ep~rted tha~ the~e is n<? 
objection o? my J?art !9th~ I?r?jec~ed yisit, pu.,t I consider it of gr~~~ 
~mportance tb~t ~ ~~st 9e il! ¥o~cow wpe~ ~he~. ~orne ~~ere. Qthef 
affairs of importance jn the general colonial question demand my 
_ ~ , 1 ""' "' ,. t - -.4~ l I 1 -if' ~ t 

longer stay in Europe. I can not change my programme_ abruptly. 
I 1 •• 

Therefore it is desirable that the approximate date of the· departure 
of Chaman Lal etc.' should' be ·communicated to me a head of time. 

):..etters can alwavs reach me through the address where 
fill I ... • I j + .... "'I 

Comrade Robson met me. An immediate reply to this Jetter, wliether 
' 'I' I I ~ \ ~ 

oi not you have definite news, is urgently requested. 
' I I 

Fraternally, 

Sd. RICHARD. 

p 2381 . • 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 

British yv o~kers _& Polpnial ·workers 
Dunng the last three years, ~he Labour movement in the East 

has d~velope1 far mo,re repidly than ~n the previ9,us decage. The 
idea of' unity b.etween Bntish trade uni9n~ ~nd wor~e~s a~d peas~n!s 
unions in lhd1a is becoming a matter of practical pohtics. 

I 

The Trade Union Congress Committee is not only 1 giving 
encouragement to the Indian U !lions, but is pressmg forward a 
policy of eqttal rights for Western and Oriental Labour. This is 
very important as the British and Oriental work1rs' interests are 
mseparably united. The International Department of the Labour 
Party is afso recognising the need· of closer co-operation.' 

oi ~ ) ( I 

What has the downfall of German Labour meant to the 
workers here. Have not the workers here had to suffer heavily 
w1th every downward slip of Labour in Germany ? So must we be 
affected by the subJection of Coloma} workers. Labour '1h India, 
Africa, Chma, We<:~t' lnd1a-wherever the Imperialist flag' is fiy1.ng-
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is always seriously handicapped and must have the fullest support 
of the British workers 1f it is to cease being a menace to British 
working ~lass standards. In large industnes such as cotton. jute, 
coal, steel, shzpbutld~ng and repazr~ny, leather, paper, O'tl, etc., 1t is 
becommg obvious that a decent standard of living is imposstble in 
thew est in face of the competition of the degraded and oppressed 
labour of the East. lntens1ve production, accompanied with utter 
incapacity for additional consumption by the On ental v. orkers and 
peasants, 1s making unemployment an incurable economic disease 
in the West. · 

The lure of investments in cquntries where the Imperiahst 
slave-drivers can exploit cheap human Iab'our is attracting Bntish 
~ealth produced by, and rightly belonging to, the British workers 
and leaving them without adequate means for houses, pensions, 
nursmg homes, etc. Dividends earned by industries in the East 
wrung by torture from sweated colonial labourers comes back to 
Bntam in the shape of raw products in exchange for bank b11ls, and 
British manufactured goods are no longer required. 

The British Empire, therefore, while it is the glory of the 
Bntish imperiahst exploiter is a trap for the British workers and 
whoever strives to maintam it, belrays the true interests of working 
class in the West as well as in the East. 

To talk of a Socialist' Commonwealth in Britain with Bntish 
soldiers ready for deeds of violence and murder in the Sudan, in Egy· 
pt, Irak, Gibraltar; Malta, Aden, India, Burmah, Malacaa. Southern 
Un1on, and m the West Ind1es is a crime against the working class. 
The British policy of peace at home and murder and terror abroad 
is one of the strongest barriers to disarmament and has been 
princzpally responsible for the race of impenalist militarism in 
Europe since 1858. As long as Britain retains her ruthless hold 
over other peoples' countries, Europe cannot and will not disarm. 

\Vorkers of Britain I Do not be fooled into believing that the 
enslavement of the Colonial workers can work out to your advantage. 
Independence all round can 'alone bring peace, secunty and an end 
to unemployment. The root cause of all your economic troubles is 
impenahst exploitation, As soon as the Imperialist is removed and 
the workers and _peasants of the East can co-operate with the workers 
of the West, so soon wtll our general subJection be ended. 

Why should you support the Emptre? Your share in the 
Emp1re 1s to provide the men to suppress the Sundanese, the 
Afncan, the Indians, and the Chmese i~ order that the impenah~ts, 
may grow fat on the loot. 

Instead of supporting the exploiters JOin handc; w1th the 
toiling mtlhons of the East, help them to bu1ld up thetr Trade 
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Unions as a rampart agains~ the ravages of Imperialism, and by so 
doing you w1ll strengthen your own cconom1c and political power. 

The Labour Party in its disagreement with the Communist 
Party said that as Bntain was an enfranchised country anu not at 
all hke Tsanst Russ1a, revolutionary methods were not justified. 
Do they then admit that for the peoples of India, South and East 
.Africa, the Sudan, Irak, Egypt, and China, revolutionary methods 
are jusllfiable and indispen:,able ? 

In spite of all dishonest and oppressive methods to suppress 
propagation of the truth, the East has learned the significant diffe .. 
renee between the Russxan Soviet policy and that of capitalist impe· 
rialism. The complete renunciation by the Soviet Republic of the 
robber policy of the T~ars in Persia and Turkey, their immediate 
spread of education amongst the peasantry, their practical method 
of absolute equality between European and Asiatic citizens must 
ultimately command the respect and veneration of all Asia and 
Africa. 

\Vorkers of theW est J You cannot save yourselves if you 
leave the workers of the East at the mercy of your capitalist oppres .. 
sors. Help them to struggle with yon against your common 
enemy. 

Workers of the East J The Russian \Vor!cers' Republic is 
the sign that when the East and West come together in \Vorkers' 
International, the world will be won for the workers. 

A way with Imperialism I 

No more Empires-everywhere forward to the ~, orkersf and 
Peasants' Repubhc. 

\Vorkers of the World. Unit~ I 

• I 

Pnnted by Centropress Lts (T. U. throughout) 168 Cnmbenvell Sd. 

S. E. S. Published by Communist Party,o£ Gt. Britain, 16 King St. 

London. W. C. 2. 



P 2382 [PJ [1]. 
t 

.bear Comrade, 
' 

I want to ask the Organising Bureau to realease me from my 
present work for a limtted period. I needn't go into all the deta1ls 

, of the Jobs for which I am resp9nsible , at present such as L R. D. 
administration and research (both. heavt]y understaffed), TRADE 
UNION UNITY (which is not so much the magazine as other 
~vo;k ~onnected. therewith etc. de. These together "tth direct 
Party work: I C:tn JU'-t balance at a normal tune, wtth periodical 
~djustment. i don't supp~se my Case in this respect lS different 
hom the other Orgburean members. The reason I am appruachmg 
the Orgbureatt 'is quite different: and because of an entirely new factor . . 

' ' 
The History of the Miner's Federation which has been sane· 

Honed as an official history by the Mmers' Conference of February 
and which I have undertaken to wnte, 1s obvwusly somet.t ir.g of 
pohttcal importance, apart from any value it :cay have as a record. 
lt has a~ addhwnal political significancb in its effect on lhe relatwns 
between the M .F G.B. (and therefore the Congress) and the L R.D., 
~n effec't which ~an best be guag6d if we imagm~ Hie reverbe effect, 
i.e." the history not c~mpleted ~1thm the alloted time and i'mper· 
feclly compiled. • 

Now th'e pr.esent situation is that though I have been engaged 
on the History of abot1t 6 weeks I am nenrly 5 week_, in arrear:, and 
have not got on +at anything near the neces.,ary pace. 1 he JOb 
comprise~, in reading the M.F.G.B. ~nd Distr

1

ict Reports alone, 
some seventy volumes, most of them over z,o~o pages each. And 
this applies on1y to the volumes at present available. Much time 
has yet to be spent in the coalfields simply m gathenng materials. 

~ ! J I t f 

Beyond that, some two or three score officmls or older members of 
the Federation have to be interviewed, particularly in those cases 
where records are lost. In short this Mmers' History is more than 
a whole time JOb in itself, when pne constders that it has to be 
fimshed by March of Next year. In order to do 1t I must get a 
respite a~ best I can from most other activities. On the other hand, 
I think the back of it might be broken in nme 'to twelve weeks 
mtenstve wotk. I there{()re want to ask that the Orgamsmo- Bureau 

• 0 

should give me an exemption from Party activttles (other than the 
,. Bureau itself) for a penod of twelve weeks work. I should still be 

at the Burel.u meetmgs eve7 week unless I were out of London-
and when out of London m the coalfields I could regularly go to the 
local Comrades on behalf of the Orgbureau 

6 
' 

Yours fraternally, 
(Stgned) R. Page Arnot. 



P. 2382 <p) <2>. 
T. Be11, 2oth. July, 1925. 

Colonial Deparment. 

Dear Ccnnra.de, 

At a recent meeting the Orgburean .. in view of certain work 
which comrade Page Arnot has to undertake, decided to release him 
remporarily from all party work apart from that associated with his 
rne'Tl btrship of the Central Commi!tee .and the Organising Buteau. 
Thls I means;"' of course, that he must be released from work in 
connection with the Coloni-al Bureau. We shall be glad to have any 
suggestions you may be able to- make as to the appointment of 
:inother comrade ib the place b£ Arnot. • 

Yours fraternally, 
I 

General Seretary. 

P. 2383 (P). 
Letter dated 14-2-25 
r 

Reply zo March 

Letter D. 26·2. · 

Letter D, 25-2. Delhi 

Bombay. 
Next letter will be important Diff of 
meeting people corres. 

Draw an add .. 25/· 

Letters of intro. not much value Lall 
-prom to come to London. Not depend· 
able. Most ~reliable is Sen, very sincere 
and desirous of helping. Others refuse 
to have ariy dealing if know his con· 
nection. Seeing others likely. 

GlVen address of a friend while in 
France living in Bombay. Could not 
trace him and lost some days. ' 

One promise to come to London ..•• 
prom Sak-not dependablere-for 
orgnmsing. He !ailed to attend 
arranged meetings in connection w1th 
the org. wk. al'fti...gave no det, inform: 
re ........ ( finance? ). Other names ()f 
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S refuse to see if any suspicion except 
Deven. Seeking new .field. Me1 edith 
ane Helston Rt the end of their tether. 
Divided. Our task to prepare fa
next Gen. Meeting and·form new org. 
on new hnes. Masses ready for such 
a party. Attended No. 7 and inv1ted 
to be present at E. C. meetings and 
assist m their work. \V 1th a new org. 
could control them. Thinks should 
return end of April and go out, agam 
•..• thinks suttable post could be 
found for self A bout th1s writing later. 

I 

Repet, of inab, to trace friend in 
Bombay. Waiting to see C. I. 
representative before making fresh 
arrangement~. Repetitwn of previous 
letter. Unab:e to get much contact 
wtth No. 6 owing to authontles 
( pressure ). 

· Undatet'l stating that by time receive this will have reed. 

Undated ( France ) 
rep. 61. 125. 

( Part of a leLter no date ) 
I 

another letter from a Parish n fnend 
and be no doubt arranged at contents 
re James Brownheand Eas~ and West. 
Desired information whether to stick 

to E.&. vV. or support ].B.-wished to 

know at Bombay. · 

Cold Met two good friends. Perceval's 
ideas out of date. 

• 
Only one coming to London ( already 
informed ) be very cautious write him 
nothmg outside E. W. C. necessary to 
come home, new schemes-students to 
come here and return after 3 months tor 
work as live wires, thmks thts org, can 
be accomp, in z 2 months. 1\Iet ser ( ? ) 

who would be of gr. assistance. One 
... to take prom part-his name w1ll 
astonish several. Excep. well known. 
Rum our already circulating about him. 
Mere and Hels(Metedith and Helston, 
see above) spec1al meeting regardmg 
postponed matter, but cannot prevent 
... Our prog, has caught on-scr d1sc 
it. Ser desirous of coming. referred 
to Cooks-others prominent useless 
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, r 
or not tr,ustworthy. 'Previous lot fine 
I' or ...,J ... J "" 

material. Should have op, facilities 
tci sl\ldy our prog and methods and 
create very diff atmos. than prevails 
today. . .{ijf~r ~ J2 .. Dl;O,I\t~~ tAipk jvill 
accomp. 

Letter from Polhtt re comm, Sent a full report on sitn1 to L. M • 
• ,:tj; ; I ~ I ; , It, 

fr9m p. qated -~·J·2S Delhi. ~~-~tsr fr9m he.re. Starting 20~0 mile· 
( • I I 7 .l • ~ f ~' .1 ' t ' ,I' \,J s 1/ ~~ ''' • ". , ... 

7 j.utolmeet asp. person. ~ 

Extra~t lett. d. _II·J·2S 
' I 

Seen sr. P. and thinks nee. to 
start new org. scr. prom, ~.subscribe 

could start.: if had •..••••• 
' 

Prog: lav-. ~ew P. ,to ~e organ •. and 
1 • ... ; , .I ( 4 J 

very !Pfl u. P. has ag~e~~ to be ~h,air· 
mantmflu. E. C. ( l) Committee obtain 
'r~quired m~ney about £soo. t 

I t 1 J) I ) ' 

4.t ~ol C.:?lll· M· .~· 4.25 ~~tr~f~~ 
fetter rea9. by .Poll~~t. o~ 6:4-25 
On 6 4·25. Mrs. G:al'dved & stated "sh~ 

\ - l ' 

~~d; ~1re that ~· 'Y;l~ ~~ili~g 9~ lOt~ 
Apri~. ~~bledt 8t~ '~mp~rat1v7 Y9,'?;···~ 
1oth G. repf1ed by wire th;tt. ... was too 

q t 4,. l 'I" \ 

late to cancel. G. arrd.: Friday Apr. 
24 2 s, Fust saw him 27th at 7- p. m. 

A photo copy of Percy Gladings Photo • 

. . 
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P. 2385· 
I THE-

I Vanguard of Indian Independence. 
Dated Sept. 25. 

Politic~l Bureau, 
w ' ' 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN, LONDON. 

My dear Comrades: 
I 

~ In previous letter I have informed you of the organization 
of the Colonial Bureau. Thi" step has been taken in consequence 
of the dectsion of the Fifth World Congress that our activ1ties in 
the Colonies should be intensified. The Bureau has been busy in 
drawing out a plan of work in ac;cordance wtth the direction of the 
Fifth Congress and the Executive. There has been some delay m 
communicating to you the plan of work concernmg the Bnttsh 
Colonies, owing to the failure of the British :member of the Bureau 

• • to attend the first s~sswns. Smce the work cannot be delayed 
any longer, I ,am instructed by the Bureau to make you acquamted 
wtth the Indian part of the plan, pending the arrival of the British 
member of the Bureau who will, on returning, report to you on the 
plan as a whole. 

T:he plan of our work as regards india is generally known to 
you. It is the same as the resolution of the Indian Commisswn, 
specially app:Hnted by the PresidlUm before the Ftfth Congress. 
Certain additions that were made- to that original resolution, by 
the Fifth Congress, were communicated to the British Delegation 
(Coms. Murphy and Stewart). 

In view of the fact that the agitation in Britain cannot be 
properly carried on unless you have the cooperation of an Indian 
comrade, and owing to the absence of any other at this moment, 
much importance was put on the proposition of my coming over 
to ~ngland. There were several suggestions as to how th1s can 
realized. The latest one was discussed m Moscow during the 
Ftfth Congress with Corns. Stewart, Macmanus and Murphy 
It was m connection with the news that the Government of Ind1a 
sent a warrant of arrest against me to be executed m England. As 
I pointed out to the Brittsh comrades in Moscow, it is an unprece· 
dented step, an lnd1an court having no jurisdiction in Bntam. 
\Ve agreed that there was good opportumty to make a btd for 
legalization; and that preparations should be made for my entering 
England after a certain hme e1ther to be lett unmolested or to 'be 
arrested a:J.d tried in Britain on the issue of whether Comrnumst 
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propaganda and ~ Communist Party are legal in India or not. The 
pteparations consist of legal advice on the matter, to enlist the 
support of some Labour M.P 'S. and left wing leaders, and to assur~ 
that sufficient oppo'5itlon could be raised in time to slop my imme· 
cliate extradtlion to India and demand the trial in Bntain if tri~I 
there will be. Corns. Stewart and Murphy believed that these 
t:~uee thmgs could be realized by two or three months work. Will 
you kindly let us know what has been done in this rec;pect; and 
in case nothing has been done, the Bureau adv1ses you take up the 

work without further delay. . 
We are of the opinion that the centre of the activities of the 

C. I. in the colonies should be in the respective 1mperiahst countries. 
This is necessary, not only for the fac1hty of work in the colomes, 
but also for developing the movement in the imperialist countnes 
themselves. In consequence of the recent repressions and continued 
strict vigilance, it has become very difficult to direct our activities 

~ in India from the contment. U ntd we can legalize ourselves in 
India, the centre of our work must be England, for technical as 
well as pohtical reasons. Therefore, determined efforts should be 
made \Vlth the purpose of enabhng Indian Commumsts to res1de 
and work legally in and from Britam. Powerful popular agitation 
can be organized on th1s issue. Enghsh sense of justice and 
fairness shguld come to our aid. So long as a Communist .PattY 
can exist legally in Bntain, why Indmn subjects of the Empire 
should not enjoy .the bame constltubonal right? 

Next, we propose to find the possibility of utlizing the 
coming General Election. Perhaps you are aware that the I.L.P. 
intends to put Up Str Sankaran Nair (?, a; a candidate. Such a 
scandalous act should not go unchallenged. In the resolution of 
the lnd1an Comm1ss1on, my parhamentary candidature was sugg· 
ested Some of the dtfficulties, that existed at that time, hiwe since 
been 1emoved. Unlesc; the C.I· decides that the Party should not 
run its own candidates, failing to have them accepted by the Labour 
Party, the task of findmg a constltuency becomes easier. W c are . \ 

no longer dependent on forces beyond our contra!, pravided the 
money requtred is avallable. Of CO\trse, we are not m a pos1tion 
to visualize localldifficulties and are, there~ore, makmg only genera.J 
suggestlons. Parliamentary cnndtdature of one ~peaking m behalf 
of the colonial m:1sses, w1!l prov!de the Party w1th the opportumty 
of makmg powerful prupaganda against the " Labour " Policy as 
opposed to revolutionary proletarian politics. 

Further, the new policy of thel 'R. I. L. U. greatly simplifies· 
the task of extending our mfluence on the Indian Labour Movement 

Now that the controversy, "Amsterdam or moscow", is ostenstbly 
eliminated, \\e should' take the imtiative of bringing' the Indian 
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Unions in the International Federation. l'his work can only he 
' ' ' l 

~f{ectively d~ne from England, in conjunct\on 1vith the l~!t wing pf 
·the British movement. It dep~nds upon us to force Purceq to af_t 

accorq{qg to his ~peech (at Hull) about the )ndia~ worker$. ~u~ 
here ..agaiq you will find it difficult tp a~t effectively, ow~Qg to th~ 
absen~e of reliable l~d1an coUabor;J.tors. There{ote, all o~r effort~ 
should be directed towarcjs remedying this fundamental weakness 
of o.ur position. ~ 

A committee composed of men like Cook should be set up 
with the purpose of establishing relations with the Indian labour 
:movement. The Indian Trade Union CoQ.gress has ceased to exist 
forpractlcal purposes, smce the dtsastrous session in Calcutta last 
year, when C. R. Das, a1ded by Chamanlal, wrecked the Congress 
because it would not become an adJunct to the Swaraj Party. The 
left element, which resisted Das and Chall)anlal, were too badly 
onentated and badly organized to fight to the finish. If we had a 
centre in -Britain, we could have done much more to strengthen the 
left wing, which was to some extent under our influence But the 
fear of Moscow and Commumsm (of the repression that any suspected 
relatto1;1 with them would entail)did not permit the Left wing go very 
far with us The work taken up from England through the medium 
oj such a committee as suggested above, will obviate any such fear 
If we can take the initiative, the Ind1an labour movement will be 
easily brought under the leadership of the revolutionary element, 
whereas the Labqur Party w1ll ~ndeavour to bolster up such 
careerists and . imposters as ) osepli Baptista and hiS kind. 
A com-mittee in Britam, under our control, but not too openly 
Commumst, will be able to ~ake use of honest reformists hke N.l\1:. 
j osh1.' A detailed programme of the committee will be worked out 
later on; ~teps towards the setting up of the committee ~hould be 
im~edmt~ly taken. 

Anotl:er important point in the programme of the Bureau is 
t~ create in. each party in the· lmpenalists countries" a cad~e of 
workers to' take up colom'al work. I Th'ls cadre should be tramed 
theo~retic~lly and practically hy means of work in the colonia1 dept. 
of the party. Some of the' best members should be given· to thi~ 
cadre whi~h, unf{)rtunately. has not been the case~ up tlll now. . . 

In conclus10n, I must remark that the plan of the actJv1tJes of 
the Colonial Bureau lS made ~lth the conviction th~t these aCtlVl· 

· t1es ar~ ~ssent1~l for the d~':elop~ent of the pa~ties m the \mpenahst 
countnes t~em~elves~ ~herefore it should not be cons1dered a 
secondary ~~tter, wh~ch f?t;l be a~tende~ to provided that hJ!le, 
energy an~ money are ~pax;.~~ ah~r th.~ m~m f~nctl~ns of th<: p~rt 1e~, 
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P • 'b.ome, are taken care of. 

Expecting an early reply1 I rema~n 

, Yours fraternally, 

M. N •. Roy. 

P.~ 2386. 
s.. 

A lkrllnkpln • . 
Dear Comrade, 

I am just off to Paris for a couple of days on getting some 
Th. reports and books for sthe L. D. R. I shall probably be 
looking in to "L'Humanite" and the Party. So could you give me 
a credential to vouch for my bona fides as a member of the C.P .G.B. 

I tried to get you last week. But I haven't been along ' 
since: and you were oq.t to·day when I ph.oned. Comrade Budden 
is taking this along as my train leaves 4· 10 p1 m. 

Yours fr. · 

(Signed) R. Page Arnot. 

20•3•24· 

P. ·2387. [P] [1]. 
51, York Mansions. 

. 
Political Bureau, 

January 8/24 • 

Central Executive Committee. 

Dear Comrades, 

· As a hitherto- fairly active member of the Party who has now, 
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owing to wosk for one of the Soviet institutions in London, been 
ordered to cease from all Party loc~d activity, I wish to exerc1se my 
undoubted right of ducQt appeal to the Central Executive, Commi
ttee to ask that the question of the position of such members as 
myself should be investigated. 

The fiat has been laid down to me that party work in the 
localities, it matters not of what kind, not even such unostentatious 
non·pubhc work as I have been conducting is not to be counten::mcecl. 
I hope the Central Execut1ve Cpmrmttee will consider whether it 
approves of a regulatiOn so unnecessary and so detrimental to the 
interests of the Party, and if not, whether 1t could not take steps to 
obtain the release of Party memben so drastically dealt with. 

·Yours fraternally, . 

Sd/· C. P. Dutt. 

-P.- 2387 ·(PJ (2>. 

C. P. Dutt, 
I 

• 
51, York Mansions, 

s. w. 
Dear Comrade, 

Your letter of the 8th inst, /egarding your position in res• 
pect of Party work in v1ew of the nature of your present employment, 
was considered at yesterday's meetmg of the Central Executive 
Committee. 

In reply I .am direct~d to say that the,• particular regulation 
against which you complain has been known to the Central Execu~Iva 
Committee for some time, and was accepted by it as being unavo1• 
dable under the existing Ulrcum;;tances. For that reason the special 
provision, of wh1:=h I understand you are aware, was made in respect 
of Party members simllarly situated to yourself. The decJsion_ of 
the Central Executive Committee yesterday W"aS that the exxsting 

'regulations should be adhered to until a change in 'the political 
sttuation makes a rev1ew p::>ssible, \\hich means that you are asked 
to take ~dvantage of the special provio;ion referred to above. 
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Th~ Organising Bureau i$ empowered to make arrangements 
for utlhsing the services of mem'bers situated like your.:;elf 1n Party 
work, and wlll always be willing to consider any cm:urnstanees ui 
this connection that you may wish to pqt before it, 

Yours fraternally, 

For the Central Executive Committee. 

Secretary. 

P. 2387 <P) <3>. 
Ioth July, 1925. 

C. P. Dutt. 

Dear Comrade, 

The Organising Bureau was concerne4 to lea,rg. ;tt its meeting 
last night of the arrangement made with you by Comrade Arnot to 
relinquish your present employment in order to undertake certain 
other duties. This arrangment has been made without the slightest 
consultation w1th any party organisation, either at headquarters or 
the party group to which you are attached . The Organising Bureau 
takes a very strong view of the undesirabihty of arrangements of 
this character being mad! in this loose and irregular fashJpn; and 
expressed itself in this c:;ense to Comrade Arnot, who _admitted his 
culpability and expressed regret. Apart altogether from the way 
it was made, the Bureau consided the arrangement to be inadvh;a ble 
and unsatisfac,ory in -view of your association with the Colonial 
Bureau and the plan of special work for your~el{ in connection with 
that department which, as you are aware, is under consideration. 

The Organising Bureau therefore decided that the arra~ge .. 
ment made with you by Arnot should be cancelJed and it was refer· 
red to Comrades Arnot and Roebuck to take the nece"sary steps to 
secure your release from the new conimitmehts and your return to 
your previous employment. 

' 
Your fraternally, 

General Secretary. 



P. 238.8 [1]. 
k• I Dear Haw ms, 

Here is the hst of Indian addresses• 

Also draft of a letter to Indian friends· 

You will not draw any one by merely asking India to read 
~communist paper because it claims to be communist. You shouln 
appeal to them ,in their own way· Dutt•s signature wlll also count 
for much· Keep up perseveringly for 2 or 3 weeks· 

You will push 500 cop_ies easily. 

Yours fraternally, 

Shapurji Saklatvala. 

P. 2388 [2]. 
Mr. Ranganathan 

The s~cretary 

Indian Y. M. C. A. Hostel 

II3 Gower Sbeet. 

~2 copies of 7th March 

48 " , IS ,. 

25 application forms 
also one circu1ar letter. 

Spitama K. R. Carna Esq., 

} 

40 Trinity Square E. C. 3• 
I 

24 copies 7th March } 

24 , IS .. 
25 application forms 

Dear sir, ' 
' 

We understand you have organised a large Indian Dinner for 
Friday night. \V11l you be good enough to let your guests buy our 
paper and also to fill up application forms? The circular letter 
explains why every Indian should buy and read our paper. 
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P. 2388 -(3). 
Each one of the above represents a small Indian organisation 

with an approximate membership as shown in pencil figures. 

You better send them on copies of Workers Weekly on speck 
with a circular letter'joiiJ..tly in'tKe names of Dutt, myself and any 
one of you. 

"Indian friends would notice that with the advent of a 
Labour Government, Brihsh Imperial policy towards their country 
is not likely to alter much. 'It·may 'lead them to believe that no 
section of British working class opinion is in favour of the righteous 
and perfectly constitutional desire of Indians to manage India 
quite independently of British or any outside control, just as British 
citizens desire for themselves. This would be ~h unfair inference 
Time has arriv~d for all ruitiot\s to 'aSsrune independent control 
locally, with mutual atrangement for a common working policy 
thr6ugh an lnternational. The "Workers Weekly" which is the 
organ in Great Britain of such pohcy, should be subscribed to by 
all India!ls, and carefully read, and spread among their friends in 
India; 'Thus we can foster a spirit of real brotherhood between the 
masses of our two countries by spreading the doctrine that honest 
working classe.; do not believe that British Labour has a right or 
even the'fitness to rule India or any other -country but 'their own, 
and 'also that Imperialism even· when run by ··a' Uaboa.r 111inist.t'y 
must prove ruinous' to the cause of \VOrkers-of Britain." 

Dear Comrade Garden, 

30·11-24. 

Merton College, 

Oxford. 

Thanks for your letter The meeting this afternoon proved 
a fiasco, a~ for some unknown reason neither March nor the men he 
was to not1fy turned up. However, I'm gomg to try again next week 
and sho.Il make sure myself that everyone 1s notified. Please send 
6 rqembershtp fo~ms~for student recruits: I think they ought to affih· 
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' 
ate direol to H. Q. as they are away from Oxf01d more than six 
months of the year. 

Yours fraternally, 

(Sd.) Leuan Thomas. 

To be answered by Com. Rule (P 176 N) 

, Dear Comrade, 

(&,·u.-W _____.. 

P. 2389 [PJ [2]. 

' 

Merton Coiiege, 

Oxford. 

E.·12·24 

' . 

· ' A Meetmg of the Oxford group was held in my room~ last 
Sunday, the railway men (on afternoon shift) and students (who had 
gone down) bemg absent. We agre~d upon an L. P. C. composed of 

Organ~ser: Comrade Hmdes, Ruskm College. 

Secretary: , F. J. March Rose .Bank, Boar's Bdl. 

Treasurer: , Hicks, 232, Ban bury Road. 

All correspondence should be addressed to Comrade March at 
''Rose Bank", Boar's H11l, Oxford The L P. C. cop tams the semor 
Party members here, and Hmdes and Hicks have been members of 
other locals before. It is meetmg here on Fr1day, and we mtend to 
get out our plan of act1on, on the hnes of your recommendat10n. 

' t 

Yours fraternally, 

(Signed) Ieuan G. Thomas. 

(for Oxford Group C. P.) 
I 

--o:--
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P. 2389 <.P> <3). 
Merton College, Oxford. 

June 2nd, 1925. 

Dear Comrads, 

I have been asked to draw up a report on the Party group here 
Comrade Pollard has already heard aH I have to say, but 1t may be 
:Jseful for you to have 1t first-hand from me. 

The group has not funct10ned as such at any time smce its, 
formatwn. Though there has been no group actl~Ity work has been 
done by members md1vidually the number and quahty of the 
present membership Is as follows:-

(1) There are three townsmen; March, Hicks and Bowerman. 
March who was at one t1me very active here ~!as res1gned the secre· 
tarysh1p of the C1ty Labour Party smce he moved' to hve outs1de the 
town, and a.sked to be reheved af the sec.-sh1p of the group because 
of "pressure of work" he works m Prof. Seddy's labs. He 1s not 
likely to be of much use for the present. Hwks carnes on as sec. and 
treasurer and can be depended upon to put his best mto the reorgamsa· 
t10n of the group. So also can Bowerman, who has done a g1eat deal 
on hts own m cucula.ting our papers; as a SoCialist news agent he has 
the best knowledge of poss1ble contacts for us m varwus mdustr1es. 

(2) There are seven students nommally attached to the Party 
Greene (Balliol) and Sheard (Kable) are not much use and have not 
even paid subs to date. Dodgson, a rescent recrmt may become of 
some use after a course of Party Traming. Taylor can be rehed on 
to work for the Party. Same can be said of Stephensen. Mason 
(Manchester) who has JUSt joined wtll not be up agam after this term; 
the Chesterfield group will find him useful. Hmdle has returned 
to Ruskm after a year's absence. 

1 That is our present pos1tion. The initiation of Party actlvtty 
will 'depend upon HICks, Bowerman, Stephenson and myself. 

Known sympath1sers include' the following:-
' 

' (1) The Railway group· Nles., Bowles, and Holder; the first 
is an incurable S. L. P.-er, but th{other youugermen are active and 
w1ll probably reJom the group if there is definite work to do. 

I 
I 

(2) At the Clarendon P~ess there are a dozen rebels7 whose 
act1v1ty 1s hm1ted by their fear of VlCtimisatlOn. 

(3), There 1s a revolutionary, Moffat, who lives in a vlllage 
outstde Oxford and engages m propaganda there; he will prov1de 
contact w1th the agncultural wotkers. A man who was aot1ve m 

19 



or()'anisinc.r the Southampton dockera bas just come to Oxford; we are 
0 0 ' 

not yet in touch wtth btm, bot ho seems hkely to good matenal • . 
(4) There 1s an amorph~us left-wing in the Ctty Lab. Party 

but its members and comp~s1t10n are not known to us. 

(Thomas's report) 
' ' 

, (5) Ther.e is a strong but unorgantsed left-wmg in the Umver· 
stty L'Lbour Club. It lS only here that the C. P. has a markrd in flu· 

~ I '' I I ' 

enoe, wh10h not only affects resolutiOns and the pohtwa1 outlook of 
the Club, but 1s dtreoted toward"'g~tting recruits. I have just received 

• 18. request for con.dttion of party membership from two membets of the 
Club :who want ·to jom us; a course of Party trammg and a definite 
Par·ty task for them will make their attachment to the Party penna· 
nent. I am on the E. 0. of the Club outslde the club there lS one 
Untverstty man, Goodey of Wadhem, a., fnend and follower of Edo 
·:F~mme'u and h1s group, who won't join the' C. 'P. b~t may be lnducsd 
'to lrelp us. 

J 

. -
(6) There is a fruitful sml for our activities at Rusk1'n College. 

U nfortanately our one Party member there has httle personal mflu
ence and will not be able to do much for :the Party. 

~ t 1 r •• 

T,he actual results after what work has so far been done are 
) ' -
summarised hereafter :-

(1) The Labour Party, 1s quiescent, ana I. L. P. influence 
there almost undisturbed. 

( :z) The Minority here proved abortive. Our 
taking ~p this ~ovement was in effact confession of our impo
tet..ce. Feeling that it was impossible 'for the Party to exercise any 
mfluence as 1t wa~, we wished to create what would be at once a 
medium of cantact wi~h. the mass of the workers, and a centre of 

·revolutionary influence amongst them. March undertook the orga
nisallon, but dropped it buddenly and didn't (Ven answer letters frCJm 

-,Poll1t~-they wert sent,to us unanswered m~nths ager March had 
rece1ved. thf:_m•, .It doe~ not seem wor~hwhxle attempting th1s thmg 
again, especially as the suggeshons of Pollard point t:o much m~re 
effective form of Party activ1ty. 

(.3) Only in the labo~r Clup has anything been. done Bower• 
man has a book!)tall at theu meetings and we have helped to push 
his Party hterature. Taylor, ,Stephensen and I have contiuued to 
put forward the Party view and policy. Tho' results in the shape 
of ptous resolutions and recruits do not seem much, we are a definite 
force in the Club, largely because of our cohesion and energy· com· 
pared w1lh the enemy. 

(4) In what shou1d be the real theatre of war, the position 
1s th1s· no work done amongst the workers, no factory groups, no 
orgamsed fractions in work1ng·class organisa ttons. 
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The proposals that Pollard has made regardmg our work for 
the future se~m to me to be acceptable. I believe that Hicks and 
Bowerman will JOin Stephensen and myself in settmg to work to put 
the proposals mto effect; that will be sufficient to transform the-
group .......... or 1ather to create one. " 

Every member must take part in party work. This is as neces· 
sary for the preservatiOn of the student communists from deviations 
and general opportunism, as it is for the group to be a success. 
Those who are doubtful already o11ght to be tned, and removeci 
from the Party if, as is likely, they refuse to do anything. 

A very essential measure is the initiation of Party Training 
at once Last term the student section met three or four times and 
fought out the Trotsky's diSCilssions; a certain tendency to sympathw 
1se not merely w1th the man but w1th his general theory and pohcy 
was noticeable among some members but the discussions \\ere 
excellent as a method of commumst education. Th1s needs to be 
systematised. H tcks who has gone throug~ a correspondence course 
of Party Trammg, 1s not, I thmk, capaple of handhng a Training 
group includmg the students who are better read in our own 
litrature. Also the students can meet much more frequently 1f 
necessary, than the townspeople. It seems desirable therefore that 
we start two groups for training·one for the students only. Th1s 
method has its great dangers; but I thmk our participation with the 
townsmen in Party work will discount them. 

We should make a start with the organisation of fractions in 
the L. P. and the Univ. Labour Club. The plebs class does not 
now meet and is insignificant, but we should organise within that 
too when it begins again. It seems to me that it is not sufficient 
to get at the Ruskin College men through the Univ. Labour Club; 
we therefore propose that comrades in Ruskin should arrange 
that we speak there regu1arly,·either at their debates or by in vita· 
bon g1ve talks or lectures on toJ?ical politics or Communist 
theory 

The mam objective of the group for the present must be 'to 
get a shrd group functioning at the railway depot. Havmg got a 
foothold there we can tackle the more difficult problems of the 
Clarendon Press and Morris's. The method to be adopted should 
be the tssue of a factory·paper, to be dtstnbuted by our contacts on 
Jhe JOb, the first few numbers free. Whtle fracttons work & Tram• 
ing must not be neglected, I thmk we must make thts our main job 
m the 1mmed1ate futu:-e. ' 

' \Ve shall have to see what possib1hties there are of 
work amongst the agricultural labourers, especJa11y m view of 
the recrnt growth of the act1vity of the \Vorkers' Umon m ~he 
countrys1de. 
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• If.. I t \ .. ~ 

';The metb~d of the "factory-paper" could be adopted to the 
conditlqns of ag1tat10ns amongst the land·workers. At the moment 
the only •actlye political force m the villages ardund Oxford is the 
·B. F. organisation 

' . " 

. , The r~~orgal)tsation of the Party group that Pollard has 
,. silgg~sted would certainly be necessary if we are to functio'n effici

ently. 1cThe ,present group of five "active'' memb·ers should eonstl· 
t~t~. themselves, as a L P~· C. an1d divide responsibihty; givmg 
"each member some specific work to look after. The railway" 
,group when formed should mamtam its integnty and not be 
merged into thle ·fow'd-group. So with wHatever other factory-group~ 
we may 1get go'ing. r They should send delegates to our c'ornmittee 
as to a· D. P'. C. 

1 r"' j I l, J j ,.. 

There are some other points affecting the group. 

' '(1) 0
1

wing to the d'istance b'~tween town·me'mbers' homes, 
' tlie stlidents have been the only cohesive section of the group. 

Th1s is a weakness unless the stud'e~ts are active amongst the 
,, workers of the town. The formation of a rai'Iway·group w1ll help 
I 1 1 

, to restore a balance to the Party;, for there has been a tendency for 
the students to regard it as only a propagandist group whh a very 

... lim1ted field
1 

for action. In any case acbvity in the town amongst 
tlie workers 1s essential and all members must take part in it. 

• I ' 

(2) For the present the leading part in Party work will be 
taken by the students, not merety because.we are more m number 
than the townsmen hut because we have more time io give io 
it. The adiv1ty of the group is bound to suffer ther~fore by 
the fact that ih~ students spend lialf tile year away from Oxford. 
Ho\\'ever I mtend to spend at Jeast half the vacation here this 
summer SO that a Certain COn£inu1ty Wlll be preserved. 

/ I • 

. , (3) Up to the present we have had only vague ideas as to the 
numbers employed on various undertakings m Oxford. We must 
proceed immediately to get an accurate ptcture of the mdustrial 
pO'sition here. The lad that soo workers are employed at the 

' ra1lway depot WOUld be enough to prevent the g10Up ever g1vmg 
up hope of domg effective wo1k here. 

The success of the group there wlllllepend to a very great 
extent upon the support we get fr9m Centre. 

We require first o£ all that C~ntre appoint one or two 
,, Trainers to take charge of Lhe Party trainmg groups 

Secondly we have no funds to launch our railway-paper on 
our own. \Ve have two typewnters. Can Centre supply stencll 
sheets, and duphcate the stuff for us.·-· ••• ? I have not yet 
requued the cost of htnng a duplicator, but we could do that 1£ Centre 
thmks it p1 eferable-and 1f we can find funJs. 
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\ • < 

. It is essentia). that we see some ,spccim'ens of. fa:ctory 'pape,ts 
to have a definite idea of how th~y bhould oe put together.' flease 
send us some as soon as you can'. 

I fJ 

I w~nt to emphasise that a constant " personal " irrterest l'f. 

Centre in our grou~ will do a great deal to encourage our ,activity 
in such a place aS (his, that seems to bristle with oostacle's and J 

difficulties. · ' 

Hicks is now sec. and treasurer. Oorrespondence relating 
to the subject of this· letfer should be sent to me. I suggest, as I .. •1 
am in regular touch with more of our men, an? ean1 communicate 1: 
with all so6ner than he.; ' t 

Finally the students members of the Party a:re always availal:ile 
for trarrslation or s11I1'ilar work that Centre may want done. 

j .... ~ f' • 

I I a:rn c~nvtnced that given a cfe~n:ite o6jective and having 
accomp1is11ed the .necessary ie•organisa1:101i the 'Oxford gr6up can, I 

w'i'th the suppori of the Centre,
1
become a power amongst the workers ' 

: • #J' ,. f ... 

of h1s d1stnct. · 
l 

Yours fratern1J.lly 

(Sd). ferin 'thoma~. 

xs, Guillotd Sfte~t, 
I . 

W. C. I. 

Dear Comrade, 

As asked by Co.miade Arnot, I ~isttecf oxlord during 
' Whitsun week. Apparently the Oxford comrades could not arrange 

a meeting during the week-end ; so that I had to content myself 
with gathering what I could from personal interviews with Cotn· · 
rades Stephenson,. Thomas, Bowerman and Hindle and various 
sympathisers in the University labour Club and in Ruskin; The 
'osition seems to be worse than when l left Oxford in June, t924· 
~'his term the group has bnly met onc:e, and then it merely .Jick~d :. 
amps. The sole activity seems to h:nc been in the ~n~ve~s\ty. 
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Labour Club, and m another sphere on which I have sent in a 
~ separate report to the Coloma! Department. 

' Not bemg able to meet the group as a whole, I wrote a letter 
of which I enclose a carbon copy making various suggestions for 
reorganisation and furture work 

\, (I) With regard to tramers ; I am afraid Comrade Hicks 
who has been through the corrrespondence course has hardly the 
personality or theoretical knowledge to deal with the somewhat 
aggress1ve recruits among the students. Perhaps Hicks could 
·;train Bowerman by going through the syllabus together during 
Jthe sixteen weeks of vacat10n which starts on June, 21st., and then 

/
S~ephensen could start a traming group for the students next 
termt 

\ ' 
f (2) Sollle instructions on the methods of propaganda and 

1ways of forming factory groups might be sent to the group. Also 
definite specimen of factory papers. Further more .. though 
comrades have typewriters they have no means of publicating any 

1 stencils they might cut: if this could be arranged to be done at 
.King Street and the copies sent .down to Oxford, I think, they could 

[1 ' ., 

{get a factory paper started and get qu1te a good group going, at any 
r11te on the railways. 

(3) Some notes on a .Party programme for agricu1tural 
workers I and the way to get v1llage groups together would certainly 
help the Oxford comrade. in charge of that particular branch of 
work. 

(4) The organisation of a fract10n m the C1ty Labour Party 
is important. The work m the. U mversity Labour Club 1s of 
importance as well because it brmgs recruits which though few are 
of technical use to the Party. It forms an Important hnk w1th 
any revolutionary element there may be in Ruskin (it is mamly 
opportunist), and thirdly it is to a certam extent a means of neu· 
tralising a small portion of the bourgeois1e. Th1s work w1ll not, 
I hope, be dropped with the fresh access of important work , but 
it should be clearly understood that 1t 1s of secondary importance 
compared with traming and factory group work. 

' 
In conclus10n, the group has gone to pieces rather from a 

lack of work, because 1t has had no real place 1~ the class stru('rrrle 
01:> 

but merely been a small dtscus1on c1rcle 

I think that a more V1gorous msistance by the centre on the 
necessity of reports would have revealed the posmon of affairs 
before and as the comrades to whom I spoke seemed eager to take 
up the achvitles I suggested, I thmk there are considerable pos· 
s1b1lities for getting a real proletanan basis for the Oxford group, 
whlCh can never be a firm and 'steady one as long as 1ts mam 
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membership is composed of students whose attendance· nnd work 
(through no fault of their own : term lasts only 24 weeks out of 52) 
must be very irregular. · 

Yours fraternally, 

(Signed). Graham Pollard. 

Notes to letter to Oxford group. 

I. The railways : there are from three to fo~r hundred men 
emp!oyed. Mostly in the N U. R., but some in the A. S. L. E. F. 
They are a left-wing crowd in sentiment. Nearly all employed at 
Oxford came out on the occasion of the last A- S. L. E. F. strike. 

2. The clarendon Press in \Vatton Street employs about 
400 workers •. They are mostly in a union, but I could not find 
out which. There is considerable fear of victimisation, because 
whereas one comrade took a doz:en copies of the weekly and dis· 
tributed them in the shop, he has !:luddenly dropped this, and he 
and nine other sympathisers fetch them from Bowerman individu· 
ally. 

3· Morrie's Motor Works emplOys 6oO·iOO men; it is 
situated about 2l miles out of Oxford near Cowley. Skilled engineers 
get £5 ; even the men who sweep out the factories get £ 3· But 
the slightest hint of a man being in a union or getting anyone else 
to join roeans the sack immediately. We have no contacts there. 

4• Cassington is a smaJl agricultural village about five miles 
N. w. of Oxford; it lies about two miles west of the Oxford· 
Banbury H1gh road. Comrade Moffat works in a small workshop 
making ecclesiastical decorations iu Oxford itself. 

' 5· The Plebs clat-s is taken by \Vyndham Thomas of the 
\ ' 

Labour College once every three weeks in the winterymonth, The 
regul:u attendance is about 16 mostly builders and railwaymen. 

(P 176 L) 

--
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p. 2·390. 
28, 'Ilmihster 'Graden's, 

' r 
"'1" h·'-·~ Sept. IOt 1~25. 

Battersea, S.W. 11. 

• (' ~ t 

Dear Bishop, 

I am reluctalit1y1fo~ced 'to ~bandon 1tlie 
1
hbpe of sending you 

the writing you asked for on Das and the Besant Convenhon Bill. 
J,t, woll)c;l rp.~an_giving p.p th~ week'~ con~ribuhon to :the , Indian 
pap~t, ~or ·I.h;t.v~ ho time ''hate;ver left~ I ~ave more wor~ than 1 
t;~pe'1teg from the Riff Committee, and it is impossible to switch·on 
more·jobs. 

, Y.ou. ;wlH of,cour~e think'it js ea~y to reel off a pi-de ,of foo]s-' 
cap,, b~t (even t£ l ha? the !ill!e !o reel i~ o~). 1t canrw~ be wntten 
t?traigP,t off. 'It 'w¢u1Ci be a. compilation, wit~h r~ply arguments, 
etc. You can find s].1~h stuff in bac~ issu~s of t!'te Borpbay Chron1· 
cle, even ,my' own wnti.ngs on. the .$Ubject; but I am quite unable to 
hp'h,t'up,.and copy~~, Yo,u will .. kppw'!h~ ge~er~l. 3:rg~me~ts::- As 
Pundit Motllal Nehru shows in his wire to Sak (which you sent me) 
the Swaraj party never came w1thin a hundr~d miles of accepting 
tbe 'Convenho•a\Bill. "' · · 

·(f) ·;_rh; Swarajists always 'approved it • 

._ """' ; I ..,. 

.. ~ (2} They are,no Jess?~mta~onist to Ramsay MacDonald a.1d 
Lord Olivier, than to Lord Birkenhead. 

{!;) "'The Swarajists•are"noralone in'opposibg Besant's · BilJ. 
The·Convenhon 'Was a farte. Not matter the Signatures, the facts 
remained, the leaders 1 bf:: all -parties:. stayed away, but Mrs. B. 
managea in that huge land, full of notoriety-hunters, to get some 
J.'' 1 111''~11 ''\' • r 
JOllfnQers arld liangerS•On • to pose as delegates ahd ~ reptesentatlves 
artd"bac~'tfie bHI: bt citafeb£ ~'bill. 

Of course you wi11 find one or two solid names (what backmg 
have they got from their fellow·me.nbers?) but in the main a mere 
examination of the signatu.res w11l show that the cla1m that "all 
Indian. opinion has back eel the Blll" 1s pure bluff. 

(4) Further, even if all lnd1a supported it instead of all lnd1a 
opposmg it except for the Theosophists, and milk-and·water pro• 
Empire supporters of this B., we ought still to oppose it. It is the 
very antithesis of popular franchise. Read ~ts clauses and see. The 
franchise gets more restncted as the higher authorities arc touched, 
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until at the top is il c.ircle oJ tin' gods, abo:ut as representative of 
1\lrs. B. 

Yours fraternal,ly, 

·{Signed) Arthur,Field. ' 

.P .. 2391 <P) :<1>.. 
'~Uerton, {:pllege, QxJprfl, 

June 2nd, '25. 
• tl 

Dear Gomr::1 de 

1 Comra'dc:P.R.:-Stephensonrand myself. have ,been .. working 
tegularly within• the society of l·ndia students here-ttbe Majlis. \Ve 
have put. forward the Commwust viewp::>int,at debates. and in private 
conv~rsatiorr, with individual 'Jnqi:ans. •The result of.aur .,activity so 
far amounts to th1s., the ·Indians 1 have 1 been cJnfronted -widi the 
existance of M. N. ROY'S group and· 1ts defini,te prQgramme of 
political and eeonomicjdemands; they have , had to recogniae that 
the Indian people have interests• that conflict with the interests of 
the Indian bourgeois and·zemindar cla~ses; and that· Indian freedom 
e:m have another meaning than the opening of all V C. S. •positions 
to aspiring bureaucrats from the petty bourgeois intelligentsia. On 
the whole the effect of th1s has been to moderate the atti~ude of 
the more va:rbally·violent nationalists; they t?lk le~s than they used 
to about the "masses" and the "people''. . A Jew of the ,Indians 
attend the meetings of the U mversity Labour ~Club . and a. larger 
number welcome the formation of such an organi~ation as the 'new 
Indian ''Labour'' Pa,rty. . Ther~ is a small group, quite unorg~nis• 
ed and hardly acquamted, who are fl,ttracted to 1 the ideas ,we have 
been putting forward. At the p1esent mom¢nt ,there. are, three 
Ind1ans who arc Ieady,t~ JOin the group of the Com11)Ulllst Party. 
One o( them was in the Indian Commumst movem~nt m Its early 
days. 

The poss1b1lities of greq.ter success are limited~ by the .atmos· 
phere of the Majhs, by the outlook that,, is, common among 1ts 

membe1s. For the most part they are I.C.S. ptobationers, whose 
future security of income is- dependent on their not coming. under 



susp1cton. There is a general fear of espionage and ~t is very 
difficult to discover that any Indian's opinions re::tlly are. Curiously 
enough it is among the wealthier Ind1ans that there is a greater 
possibility of radical thought, they are not so dependent 1!pon the 
Goverr.ment. Some of the I.C S. people are w1th us nevertheless. 
In general the Majhs does not take pohtics seriously-except for 
violence in public debate, and even then vwlence of language goes 
always w1~h the tamest of programmes~ eked out with the vague 
references to the .. spirituality of the soul of Indta's people etc. 

In these circumstances we think it is doubtful that we w11l 
be able to organise an extreme-Nationalist bloc with a pr~-
gramme of genuine anti-Imperialism apd national-hberation. 

\Ve do think howeyer ·that we can get together a small and 
secret group of Revolution'ary nationahsts, we w1ll meet privately 
with us to discuss the political situation and problems of the struggle 
for liberation. ft may be best to make it a group of Asiahc Revo· 
lutionaries and so broaden the basis of our discussions; I am in 
touch with a Chmese ~evolutionary here, Ming Chak Lee, who 
would be pre pat ed to join the Communist Party. The rest of the 
Chinese community here is hopelessly loyalist a~d pro-Imperialist; 
they come from British and French possessions in China and look 
down on Lee because he comes from the native Canton republic! It 
is poss1ble that we may find other revolutionaries or near-revoluti· 
onancs amorgst the Persians and Egyptians who are studymg here. 
We discu~scd the matter with Gopalaswarm on Sunday at the 
Majlis he is JOimng the C.P.-and though he was very pa~simistlc 

also to possibilities of success or usefulness he said he would jom wtth 
us in attempting to organise sgch a group. \Ye hope to establish 
"contacts" before the end of term. In the three v. eeks we have 
till then it w1ll not be possible to begin the activity of the group. 
Next term must see it in working order. 

More than anything we need ~nj01matwn on the most recent 
development of Asiatic pohtics. Our '\\ork amcngst the Eastern 
people cannot but be only moderately effective if" e are not acquam· 
ted with the internal situation in India and China. Can Centre 
supply us regularly with up-to·date information of th1s sort? \Ve 
could make it the subject of resolutions and notion!) in the Majlis 
and of our study and d1scus~ion in the Asiatic· Revolutionary group. 
It keeps me in touch with events, but Centre could help very much 
more if we were supplied with statishcs and other data on the internal 
position of the Brihsh colonies, and the pohtlcal and economic 
relations of colonies and metropolis 

I have just receiVed a booklet of M N. Roy's from Comrade 
Pollard : ..•. is it now poss1ble to receive the Vanguard publica· 
tions regularly? When I last applied it appeared that the Govern· 
ment was holdmg up our supplies If I had a guarantee of the 
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probability of the otder l:oming ,thtangb. l woutd be able to collect 
orders for Roy's periodical and other pubtfcations. 

The most important th1ng' in connection with our work. 
amongst the Indians is the need for fihsolute stctt&g. ~ 

The wotk of the lttdfa.n-re-volutionatiej whefi tliey g~t back 
to India-If they a:re allowed ta go~ill be seriousl1 itn}1eded if 
they a.re known: to have be'ett conrttcted w1th the C • .Jl, in Bngiattd" 

The measures that are necessary to ensure the secrecy ol our 
'fl:ork are these~ 

. ( 1) Indian mernllers of the Party will be known on· the· 
Partybooksunder.E"ngtisk names-]oh:n X. Smith, e.g. The bearers of:~ 
the pseudonyms wiJI be t'cnown under thetr real natnes only to those 
members of the Oxford local who are drrectly concerned with work 
amongst. the Asiatics( 

{2) The Indians wiil not be- connected with the work of the 
Party in the town; they must be organised entireiy apar£ from die 
local group and have no connection with it except that one or fwd 
of us wiU be mem hers o£ both the town and (he Indian grou-p • . 

(3) Reports and communication lrom Oxford whfch mention 
work amongst the fndians, will oe sent to a non-Party personat 
friend of mine in London, and will be delive.red lly band at I(ing 
Sfteet., 

• 
(4) Instructions and communications ftom King Street, 

mentioning this part o£ our work, shoufd be addressed' to P •• R. 
Stephenson and enclosed in an envelope sent to ' 

H. \Vynn Cuthbert Esq., -
18 ftol:ywell, Oxford. 

While- aw~iting your reply to' this report and ybur instruc· 
tions a:~ to ou't further activity,. we: wilL ptoce.ed .. witk., the formation , 
of the Asiatic-revolutionary group.· 

Your' fraternally;· 

Sd/· IEUAN tHOMAS .... 

Arthe end o£ the letter the following endorsement appears , 
in writing:-

Tnere is no use comrade Tbom~s muSt make' other '\rra.nge· . 
ments. He will be in London on 1 une 4th. · 

Sd/· H. G. Pollard.·. 
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P. 2391. <P> (2J. 
MEMO FwOM P.R. STEPHENSEN. 

Subject :-lndtan St11dents al, O~{Of'd. 

The Ma,lts :-The organisation consists of 66 members all 
native Indians at present studying at Oxford: Practically all 
the Indian students at Oxford are members of the association. 
Printed rules define its objects as follows :-
! 

''The objects of the Majlis are social as well as po!t.tical; 
to promote unity and comradeship among Indians 
at {)xford; to qutcken and stunulate a .rpt1'it of 
nattonalety, and promote a real understanding of the 
ideals of Indian civilisation. u 

Under Rule V which states that ''any Indian of conspicuous 
merit may be elected an honorary member", we find that nine (9) 
such have been elected, 'including M. K. Gandhi, C. R. Das, and 

J. C. Bose. 

The chief activities of the_ Majlis consist in holding weekly 
Meetings during Terms for debates, lectures, and di~cussions on 
topics of Indian interest. A magazine ("The Bharat") is also 
published by the association. 

General /mpres.uons :-I have attended six meetings of the 
Majlis as a visitor, and have forme-d the following conclusions, 
which have been confirmed by numerous personal conversations 
with Indians at Oxford :-

(a) Practically every Indian student at 0 xford is a 
nationalist sympathiser, t. e., one who resents the 
British domination of India • 

• 
(6) Yet it would be wrong to assume from this fact that 

our party can look forward to securing many recruits 
immediately. 

(t) The problem of extending Communist influ.ence over 
thr Indians is one of considerable dxfficulty requlr
ing very careful and systematic management, and 
and close cooperation with the Coloma! department 
at Headquarters. 

D•fficulttes :-In the first place the lnd1ans at Oxford are 
representative rather of the native bourgeoisie than of the Proletar
iat. Secondly. practically all of them hope to secure Civil Service 
appointments on their return to India. Many of them expect to be· 
come teachers. It is therefore important for them to curry favour 
wlth the British Bureaucracy and the India Office so as 
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to secure personal advancement,.. or at any rate not to get themselves 
marked down as ~'unsafe" or r~voluntionary. In view of this fact 
the1r discontent agamst the Empire really amounts· to a discontent 
against the White Bureaucracy which stands ultimately in the way 
ot their professional advancement. (I believe this to be a correct 
analysis of the athtudc of the majority. Nevertheless the discontent 
ts there, and I do not say that it is impossible to alter its basis, and 
to place it on a commumst footing.) If there is any deeper nation· 
ahst feeling behind thetr discontent then it 1s very hard to dtscover 
ch1efly on nccount of the fear of victimisation. They know that 
they are being carefully watched and they simply will not commit 
themselves in any way. Coming as they do from different parts 
of Ind1a they even mistrust one another. On each occasion that 
I have spoken at a MaJlis meeting I have stated the revolutionary 
anti-Bnt1sh posit10n without mincmg matters. And on each occa· 
sion my remarks have been received with unusually loud applause. 
But I have not heard any Ind1anmake open revolutionary statements 
at t:lese meetings ; neither have I he~rd any Indian openly make 
pro·Bntish statements. For the most part they are non·commital. 
Seve;al have said to me after debates. "We think like you, but 
we dare not say anything because of the spies". 

There is therefore some ground for making the statement that 
nationalist feehng, of a kmd, is very strong. Th1s feeling tends to 
find expression in vague metaphysical terms. It has very few pro• 
Ietarian roots. Such as it is, it is very inarticulate and quite un• 
organised. 

All of which leads to the conclusion that there are great 
difficulties in the way of getting the MaJlis, or any number of them 
tn associate themselves formally or informally with the C •. P. or 
w1th any revolutionary political group. 

I 

Surresllons .-

( Nou :-Only three weeks remain of the present Term. 
Vacation begins on June 2oth and lasts till 
September. Therefore immediate activities are 
cons id erabi y circumscribed.) 

(I) Comrade Thomas and I will continue to attend Majlis 
mectmgs, and debates and do cur 6est in the way 
of duect propaganda. We could also try to get suit .. 
able subjects on the agenda of lectures and debates 
for next term. Perhaps even a lecture by Com. 
Saklatvala. 

(II) Ltterature.-We'cannot sell Communist literature at 
the Majhs meetings, but tf you make available tm· 
medzately any suitable pamphlets or books, we will 
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(III) 
I 

3ee, to it that they are judiciously distributed. Thi~ 

s~ems to me to 'be a most impp1tant method of gett· 
, ~ing at tl:e Indians here.. Why not send us a selec~ 

tion of propagandist literature for_ free d~tributioo 
Md circUlation amongst Ule Indians here't It i~ 
eask;r to persuade:: a man to "borrow" a book and 
r~ad it and return it when fini$hed than it is to per
suade, him to buy it. i\l$o more would be circulated 
by thl~ tnethod and I believe results would justify 
the (J~tlay.. H you do, anJthing in this matter. do 
it at once, as txm.e is getting very short. this term. 

1 do not say that it is impossible to get a secret revo· 
lutionary club or study circle formed amongst the 
Indians here', but I do think there is not time in the 
three weeks remaining of thfs term to get any 
effective work done along these lines. All possible 
preparations should be made, however, to do this 

right £roll\ the beginning Qf next term. 

(IV) Two of the Majlis,G .•. and' S .•. are Communists. by con

viction ana are prepared to join the party, s. takes 
his (inal examinatipns this. term and then returns 
to India'\' G will remain in England next year, and 
l!!.e will ioin up with us immediately.. It is tlirough 
G. that we wlll hope to estabhsh contact with other 
probables. ,\ n attempt should be made .to get hold 
of S. before he sails for home. Perhaps Com. 
Saklatvala or- some other Indian Comrnunist zn 
London wau1d find time to have a talk with hmt. 
If so a meeting could be arranged. 

(V) Meanwhile Com. Thomas and myself in collaboration 
with G. and S. could make a thorough mvestJgat10n 
of the Indian personnel at Oxford, and' collect as 
much data as posstble ailout the antecedents and 
present outlook of each lt1dian here, with a view to 
selecting the most promising for our party purposes, 
and for work n.ext year. This will be done and the 
result of our investigation$ will be presented as a 
report to the Colonial Dept~ as soon as possible 
(say, end of term., June 20Lh). It seems to me that 
it is onlY, by such means that we . can possibly hope 
to comb out the good mate.dal from the bad, and 1t 
seems to me that the Coloma/ Dept. should keep 
itself informed if possible on the Lnd1an personnel 
at Oxford, which is continua)ly changing from year 
to year, coming and. going betweel) England and 
Indm. 



I 

Condtuton :-:-The whole matter ~eems to .me to be. of con· 
I .,. .r t. ' "' ~~ .! .... ~ • ...,.. ~-- -"' ~ 

~tderable_ i,mpp~tapc~,, ~nd ~ alA, q~ite ptei?are~ pe~sop~.Jly ~o colla ... 
borate m every poss1ble' way with -!i·. q.. d,qri,~g the rell'!~i}l,ing two 
years I am to be at Oxford. The line of tacticq etc. must be dis· 
cussed personally and worked~ out, carefully, and comm.un.icatio~s 

established in some otherv way_than diJ:.ect.. t4rough th~ pos.t. Any 
c~mrpu~i.ca~Ions .. sent on, ~his~ tp~t.tet; ~~ro_ugh th.e ~ostk to~ m~ at 0,~· 
ford, s~ou]d, h.e~ ~n~l,os~d in. 3;.nr e.n~~Jop~~· a;I_d!.e'ised to. 

Tom Moore, Queen's College., Oxford. 

l!fpore_ i~ a9-1 ~lf\t~ali~~· n9)t a ~qmtR-p.~nist, but, a, cl!>.s~e perso· 
nal friend of mine, and I will be sharing rooms with him at Queen's 
College next "year. I Wlll arrange for pf!rsonal delivecy at. King 
Street of any communication on this matter from me. 

(Sd.) I:· ~· St .. ephe~¥.~· 

I\ 23.9l rr 3J~. 
Ip~ Gm!4!qr?; s_tre.e~~ \y,." c. 2 • .. 

Jfear
4 
~omr~d"'e, 

As" asked by C{lmrade... Arnatt, Irvi&jte~ O#.r.od during 
\Vhitsun Week end and got into touch witll,tf\e.t~A. c;omri¥Jes who 
had been carrying on propaganda among the Indians there. These 
are 'comrade Stephens~~ (who. was on th~e E~ c .. of·the Queensland 
(AustrahaJ C. P.) and: Comr~~e 'J!homas. Both seem quite,.reliable 
to Thomas belongs the credit of-having initiated .and carried on the 
work alone to start with; but Stephencsen has a ~etter grasp of the 
Party position and more capabilities in putting. it forward. On the 
whole I think that as both comrades have, rather different contacts 
it would be best if the work were entrusted to thetn jointly. I ob· 

If 1 ., 4 .., _.., I Jl 

tained written reports on their work among the Indians from both 
• I ' 

comrades and they are enclosed. The question of the secrecy of 
the w'ork,)and the.~ecess1ty of keep1n~it separate' from other Party 
activit1es was fully realised. • 

This actual po~itioq. alVong the Indiaps seems to be as foilows 
there are three who will actually JOin the C. P. · : , 
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i. Gopalaswami, ( Balliol College ) has apparently haJ some 
connection w1th the C. P. of India. He 1s standing for the 
Secretaryship of fhe Majlis. 

ii. A fnend of h1s, whose name I could not ascertam, who JS 

also wtllmg to JOin the C.P. immediately. 

iii. S. C. Sarkar (Jesus College) is wilhng to join the C. P. 
, immediately: accordmg to Thomas he is well grounded in 
Marx1sm. He. leaves Oxford at the end of tnis term ( about 
June 21st ). Perhaps some contact between h1m and the 
Centr~ might be esbblished before h~ re:urns to India. 

There are various points. which anse flom the position at 
present. 

1. ·Are the Ind1ans who are ready to join the English Party to 
be allowed, to do so?, Or are they to be kept an entirely 
secret group connected only with the Centrl? 

' 
1i. If the latter is the case, immedtate steps with regard to Party 

Trainmg for them should be undertaken. 

iit. The formation of a study·circle will certainly be set on foot; 
but it must be absolutely secret, and therefore hm1ted m 

·effect. If open, participation would mean md1viduals ~oming 
under suspicion wh1ch they are not prepared. to risk. Some 
book of Roy's might form the staple of discussion, and also 
current Ind1an political' news. 

iv. To enable Party members to participate effectively both in 
the Majhs .ana the study·ctrcle, they would need more mfor· 
mation than either IMPRECOR or the \V. W. gtves. If 
the Colonia1 department could supply this 1t would help 
them a great deal. 

v. Undoubtedly the constant supply of Roy's paper would be a 
great help. .A regular cuculatbn of from one to two dozen 
could probably be maintained. Further any pubhcat10ns of 
the C. P. ~f India might b~ quite read1ly sold. If some 
c<'uld be supplied free for lendmg purposes 1t would fa<:thtate 
propaganda greatly. 

v1. jJ,f.N. Roy_ has a greate reputation among the I~dmns, and it 
seems probable that they would be ve1 y wtlhng to pubhsh 
artlcle~ by htm in Bharat, th<; termly ·paper of the MaJllS 
(1ssued 3 tlmes a year). 

vu. Should Ming Chak Lee the Cantonese student (see Thomas's 
'report, p. 2) be JOined up w1th the Indxan group; or w1th 
the ordinary C. P. group? • 
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This contact was q~ite accidental. The problem of getting 
into touch with Persians etc. etc. is very difficult. There was an 
Astatic Club, which has now faded away. The Cosmopohtan Club 
(of which the majority were lnd1ans ) bas not met thi~ term. The 
only possible method might be through the International Assembly 
of the League of Nations U mon. Though not a very hopeful field, 
tbjs 1s not as hopeless as the name suggests. ' 

Yours fraternally, 

Graham Pollard. 

P. S. Some sort of letter or instructiOns from the Colonial 
Department on the seven points raised above should be 
sent as soon as possible as Oxford term ends about J :me 
21St, and there is a vacation till the middle of October. 
But it would be a good thing to get matters as straight ac 
possib~ before the end of term to be ready to get down to 
it immediately next term starts. 

P. 2391. (P 4) 
S. Sakla,tvalat _ _ 

House of Commons, 

s. w,., 

Dear Comrade, 

H. G. P. 

Re Jones' interview with F'OLLITT, I have written Pollitt 
on this matter as'king him to attend to same. 

' I 

Re Indian students at Oxford, we have received a lengthy 
report on the position at Oxford as well as the following requests: 

(I). That you arrange an ·interview with: three •'Indian stu· 
dents who are leaving for India at the end of the present term. 
Particulars will be sent later. These three Indians are nationa· 
ltsts but the Idea is that a conversation with rou might be useful. 

(2). An article for the Indian Students' Magazine next term 
(after September). ' 
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(3). An op~n letter from yourself o,n typical Ind\an political 
ques.tions add;ess~d t~: the "MaJl}s". The "!\~aJl.ls~' is t~e stud_:nts 
o1-g'anisaHon and cons1sts ,of 66 membe:s, all natlve lnd1ans study· 

i~~ ~t~ ~~f~~d;' ~heir'rul~s d~fine i'ts ~~JJects ~s follows: 

•: ~~,cia,l a.~ ':v.ell as p~l~~}c~l 1 to. p,rornpt~ ~~nit~ a~d 
comradeship amp~g I~n,dians.c a_,tt O;x.for~d!J_ tt~. ~.Ul~~e~. a~\4 
stimulate a spint of nationality and to promote a real under 
standing o£ th'e !deals of Indian civihsation•'. 

Among their hon. membeu are Gandhi, Das and Bose. 

:t;'~,cir .. tiJng_azJn,e is.c~ij~~ ',\T.q.~ ~}la}at•!, Pos,si~l1r y~u. Vf.ll~, be 
3;.l?}e., t~ l:Ja,.v!!, a. c.?~V~F.~1~tion o~, tqi~ ~ubje~t ~~ ~R'l~! ~tght and 
g,~ i~t~ fu~tp.er, 4,eta;il. 

Yours fraternally, 
.. J l 

P. 2391 [P 5] 
,8th June 1925 

P. R. Stephenson and11. T..homas, 
\,.!. J.J ~. 

Dear Comrades, 

We havtl to acknowledge with thanks your two reports 
received through the medium of Comrade Thomas the other day 
dealing with Indian students at Oxford and work in the "M~jlis_:• 
respectively. • 

Herewith also we are sending you a supply of suitable lite· 

raltur~ f95: dis~ri,~~~~?~ a:n?~~}p,d:ian 1S~~?~n,ts1 ~~~?. \'{~O\'{f! Y?lu are in 
contact. these, of course, snoufd not oe dlstnbuted broadcast 
and 10 a manner likely 'to arou~e\ ~~~m~~t but judiciously ; and in 
sucq a 111anper as you think mqst, advisable und~r the circum stan· 
ces. 

With regard to the outlook of those concerned, we are well 
aware of the difficult\es facing us in this respect and of course, it is 
up to us to. dey,is~ w~y~ ang me;uts of making_ the best oC these 
ch,aract~ristic~ llk;ely .to_b~.of u~e,tQ us~ 

~ . 
~ e_hflV~ n,9te~ yg~r .s:!lgge~~ions regard mg. the possibihty 

of getting suitable subjects on the agenda of deb~tes 1 lectures. et~. 
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for next term, distribution of Jit.er:aftu,re ·f~rm11:tion ~:a r~duti.O.Jlarr 
club or st'udy c,ircle, and your offer to make a thorough investiga
tion of the Indian personmel -and 'l'epoll"t·.Same to us as soon as 
possible. W.1th .all these ;we a.re well satisfied and hope to hear 
further 'from you very soon. 

So far as those you mention as being likely to leave for 
India at the end of this term, with communist sympathies, are 
concerned, Comrade SAKLATVALA .is agreeable to meet them 
and we await details from you regarding this. 

Re your request for more information, this we wdl attempt 
to meet, but so far as 'Va11guard' P,Ublicati~n.s are concerned we 
understand that these ate1Io ~onger ·obtainable. 

Finally, re Comrade Thomas' sqggestion of work ,.among 
Inaians, we are m entire ~greewnt with the .measures laid ,down 
and. 'have to say ihat if-yo'u pursue..this .course, it wJll be with our 
fun· co11s-ent. · · 

! 

This letter is in the nature merely of a prelimioo:ry...acknow• 
ledgement of your reports and we will be writing you again in \he 
coursP of a few days, 

Yours fraternally, 

COLONIAL D'EP·A~MENT 

P 239f.[P 61 
9th June 1925 

Graham Pollard; 

Is G uildford Street, 

Dear Comrade, 

· We are in receipt of your report dated 13rd dane, r reg:Uding 
your visit to Oxford, for which please accept our thanks. V{ e ar~ 
very well saHUied with 'the clearneu ~nd 1detail :,ith whith the 
n'umerous· points ,rd l:Hd'Jdown and we are getting· into 1 touth with 
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those concerned with a view to following out the proposals which 
you and they have jointly outlined to us. 

Yours fraternally, 

COLONIAL DEPARTMENT. 

r 2391 [R]. 
A certified copy of an entry in the photo register kept by 

Photographer Henry Burg~~s, relating to the photo copies at Exhts. 
P. 2391 (P) (x}, P. 2391 (P) (2), P. 2391 (P) (3)~ P· 2391 {P) (4), 
P. 2391 (P) (5) & P. 2391 (P) {6). . 

Register No. x6 

Serial No. L. 203 

Pieces cut 14 

Size of Photo 7 , 

1925 6/n 

1925 6/u 

,Ad~ressee Documents ~or Major 

Phillips. Order No. 53· 

p. 2392 CP). 
108, Kennington Road, S. E. II • 

• 
Dear Co~rade Macmanus. 

Since I saw you last we had four meetingliC of Indian. seamen. 
In the three meetings we had very good audience, our comrades 
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were very enthusiastic. In the Minority Mc;>vement's Conference we 
have sent five delegates to atteni the Conference. One comrade 
from the Nibasa sh1p had put forward the complain and condition 
af the Indian seamen, who are working on the British ships; 

\Ve have decided to publish from thi~ month a monthly paper 
for the seamen. The ma_tter for the first number will be complete' 
on next Saturday; the paper (Khalasi·seamen) will be published ln 
two language (1) in Bengfli and (2) in Hindustani (Urqu). Other 
articles are gove for the translation but one is with me which I have 
brought to show you. 

Beside that another activity. I have to tell you personally, 
which our Comrade Willson have been doing. ' 

With best wishes, 
Yours fratternally, 

(Signed) N. J. Upadhyaya. 

P. 2393. 

Mr· Upadhyaya, 

Labour Research !Jepartment. 

162 a, Buc~ingham Palace Road 

S W! 

Dear Comrade, 

6th May 1925. 

We have received a letter from a pa'rtY' member who states 
that he has b~en asked to wnte an article m,a local fabour paper 
dealing Wlth the conditions of Indian Natives employed in . the Tin .. 
plate mdustry. \Ve should be glad. therefore,, if-you would~et me 
know where there are any special publications' dealing' witht the tin" 
plate industry in India, and also if you could .let us have particulars 
regarding the number of workers employed in this industry, th~ 
owners of the works, the amount of capital invested and the honours 
wages and conditions of labotu of the workers concerned. 

We are also informed that a number' of Indian seamen Jomed ~ 
.in the May Day procession in London, .falling m behind the b:.nner 
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o'f the Minorfty ':Movement and th,t you were in&trumenta1 in this. 
We ~s<hould'hk:e a report on how many Indian seamen took part in 
the procession, 1the slogans displayed on ~he ·banners t:fiey carried etc. 

We understand from the Indian Burrau th>at rou are -cons ide· 
ring 'the formation of study crrcles for Indian c;eamen in London 
a~d,,l should be glad ,if you could pay US 3. Visit 10 Ofoer to disCU1!!S 
't~~ contents o! a ~yllabus for sucl! , stnd~ts'. Any such activity 
ci>ines under the London D1stnct Party training Department f>f 
;h[ch ~comr~de,~Robl)on is in charge. 

Yours Fraternally, 

Coloni~l 'Department. 

P. 2394 (P) (I) 

2'lth. February, 19!25. 

R. Pa1me.Dutt~ 

,162, Buckmgham Palace Road, 
.. "+.... s. vv. 1. 

Dear Dutt, 

Some week or two ago we received a letter from the Secretariat 
urging us to consider the poss1b1iHy 'of ~se:hd1ifg 1Page 1:Arndt1to 

• Moscow for a period of at least six months to work m the Information 
Department of the E. C. C. I. Faihng Arnot, they suggested that 

·H. G. Rathbone be approached. 

-The Jnatter was "'Constdeted ~by~th'eiPolitica.l•Barea.u/but m 
vio.w-o£ the-unportance of the 1postt10n 'Occupied by ·Atn·ot at the 
L. R.-D, rpartwuhtrJy tn ·vt~w vof;o-ertaln peildmg det"elopmengs m 
conne'ctlon wltth the e~mpaiig'n for inter'natrona.l ·thtue u'U1oll uzllty, 
1t ·was felt to be tmposs1ble to release htm• for the suggested·work. 
At-first tt was~deClded to hold the inat~er-over'unttl our · representa
trves go across ·for tlle 'meehng of -'tbe •Enlarged tExecutive, 'but 
subsaqrlently it was decide'd ~-to approach ·Rathbone -and·put the 

~ suggestion before· h1:m. ""Fnudetstatrd that., you · are -io touch ·with 
Ra.thbone. Hence th1s letter. 

, 'WlllJyou ~please t t~ke the rrra.lter up1 'Wlth him and ascertam 



his views regarding the proposal ? Unfortunately we are not in a 
positwn to g1ve precise informa.t10n rega;dmg the terma · o,f the 
engagement or the nature of the work, beyond that it is m the 
Information Department and for a period of not less than six months. 
But as soon as we know that Rathbone 1s' wllhng to cons1der th~ 
matter favourably, we can take the matter UP. more fully mth the . 
Secretariat. Alternatively lf the means are available to Rathbone, , 
h~ might get mto commumcatwn w1th the Secretanat direct. 
In the latter event, please keep us informed of wha,t 1s done. 

The urgency of the matter 1s stressed by the Secretariat and 
I hope you wdl take 1t up w1th Rathbone Immed!ately. 

Yours fraternally, 

General Secretary 

P.2394 (P) (2l 
16-3-25. 

Dear. Comrade Inkpm, 
~ 

I have just received your letter of February 27 With regard 
to Comrade Rathbone, and at the same time a letter of Comrade 
Pepper, dated January 28, on the same subJect. It is~ pity the delay' 
should have happened unnecssrady,' as ·there would have been no 
difficulty m getting m touch With Rathaone duect he hac! left h1s 
address for forwardmg at the 1 Labour Research Department, and 
Arnot also had it. However I have been m touch With him and 
given him your message. 

Yours f1aternally, 

(Pl05G) 
· {S1gned) R. P. Dutt. 
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, Dear'ComTalfe lllkpm, 
March 19th., 1925. 

' 

DutU 'has handed me your letter to him about the proposal 
tha.tt 1 shonlc1 go tcr 'a.ke up some work m ,the E. C. C~o I. Informat1o.n 
DepartBt.. . 

I enclose a copy of a Jetter I haYe sent ibem anect as you 
tsu~~tgest.ed. You will s.e.a from it that I have had to ask them 
whether I can. came.la.t.er, a.a I have gone and made that ofd lameness 
of my nght foot, originally due as you probably know to mtantile 
paralysia,:wo11Se a,gain: by gettmg it too much exposed to the wet 
and cold here-a. thmg wh10h hasn't happened for years but wh1ch 
has, of course, come on again JUSt at the moment when I am wanted 
elsewhere. It is most unfortunate as I would have liked very much ~ 

to take up the work and as, in any case, I had arranged to be back 
in England by now. I can only hope that the E. C. C. I. may 
possibly manage to wait for me--until I have got well enough to move 
about suffic1ently to be at all usful in the work they want me to do. 
In any case I will keep you fully informed on the position. 

I am sorry that you seem to have had so much difficulty in 
getting into touch with me. When coming here I gave my Group 
Leader my address and. also the L. B. D.,, where, of course, I had 
been. w.orking until I came away. I trust however that the position 
will now be clear. 

Yours fraternally, 

'(Signe'd} ·H. P. Bathbolle •. 

R .. S. ·Please hand on the enclosed to Comrade Bell. 

' 

P. 2394 <P> (4). 
6tlt, April, 1925. 

R. P. Dutt. 

Dear Comrade, 

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 16th. 



• 
instant {? ultimo). Wh1Ise .I m1gftt share your regret at the delay 
in commumcatmg w1th Comrade Rathbone, I am afraid I must 
dechne to accept the personal responsibility. In the- first place, 1t 
was the de01s10n of the Poht1oal ,Bureau that the whole matter - . .. 
should ba 16ft m abeyance pendmg a disol?-sswn of the matter by .. 
our representatives to the Enlarged Executive. It was only 
subqequently on a further letter from the lnformation Department 
that the Pohtlcal Bureau, whllst adhermg to its prev1ous dec1sion 
rega.rdmg Arnot, demded to get 1n touch w1th Rathbone· When 
I came to do the letter tO Rathbone, l made enqmnes as to h1s 
where:1bouts, and it was only after considerable delay and repeate.d 
remmders that I was able to secure xt. Then it seemed to me 
that the nature of the letter was one which it was undesirable 
should be sent through the ordmary channel, so there was a 
further delay before I could arrange for it to be sent through you. 
In any event, there 1s not m'uob.' need for your concern, as 
apparently Rathbone is nob able to do anythmg intthe matter for 
, the tune- hem g. 

P. 2395 

Yours- ftaterrl.'ally, 

General Secretary. 

A book in English entitled "Theses and Statutes of the Ilt, 
Communist International~ adopted bY,' the I Ind.~ Congress. July 17th~ 
Agust 7th. 1920." ' 

P: 2396~ 
A b=>ak in English entitled "Dec1sions of the Third Congress of 

the Communist International 1held at' Moscow July 192l:." Published 
by the Communist Party of Gt. Brit~an. 
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P. 2397, 
A book in English entitled "Resolutions and theses of the 

Fourth Congress of the Communist InternationaL" Held m Moscow 
Nov. 7 to I >ec. 3, 1922 ... Published for the Communist International 
by the Commumst Party of Great Bntain . . 

p. 2398. 
' A book in English entitled " Programme of the Communist 

International." Publised for the Communist International by the 
Commumst Party of Great Britain. 

P. ~399. 
' 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
STATUTES AND RULES 

-
as adopted by the Eattersea Conference, Oct. 7-9, J922 

ONE PENNY 

Central Office ·16 King Street, Covent Garden, London, W. C. !J. 

THE 

COMMUNIST PAR fY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
I ' 

STATUTES AND RULES 

1. The Communist Party of Great Bntam IS a section of 
· the Commumst Intern~t10nal, and is bound by 1ts decis1ons. 
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Membe1 ship. 

2. Membershtp of the Party 1s open to all who accept the 
Programme and Statutes of the Party, and_who support the Party 
by takmg an acive p:ut in one of Its orgamsations as well as by 
assistmg It :finan01ally. Every member of the Party shall place his 

• 
whole time and strength m so far as he can himself dispose of them 
under existmg eonditwns at the disposal of the . Party, and shall 
regularly pay the estabhshed fees and subscribe to the Party Organ. 

All members must carry out the decisions of the Party lead. 

3. The acceptanc~ of Ill embers and candidates for memberhip 
takes place through such local Party Committees or other Party 
Orgamsatwns, as the Executive Committee may deCide. Candidates 
for membership pass through a perwd of probation, durmg whwh 
they will have no vote and w11l undergo trainmg. At the end of 
that time they will be entitled to become full members provided 1 

they gtve satisfaction as to partiCipatiOn m work and understandmg 
of the Party Programme. 

4. The power to expel members is vested in the District 
Party Committees and the Executive Committee. 'l1hey expelled 
member may appeal from the Executtve to the Party Congress and 
to the Internatwna.l. 

Dtstrict Organisat~on 

5. The basis of the Party organisation is the District. The 
area of the District is fixed accordmg to mdustria.l, transport, and 
pohtwal Conditions, and is determmed by the Executive Comm1ttee. 
DistriCts are broken np and new Distncts formed whenever requued 
for more effective and umform dn'Act10n • 

... 
1 · 6. The D1stnct Congress is composed of representatives of the 

local orgamsations m the Distnct. The D1strwt Congress lays 
down the hnes of organisatiOn for the D1strwt, subject to the sanction 

~ 

of the Executrve Committee, and elects the District Party Committee 
a.nd D1stnot Auditors. Spe01al meetmgs of the D1stnct Congress ' 
are summoned when necessary by the District Party Committee. , 

Spee1al DistriCt Congress may be called at any time on demand 
of a proportwn of the members m the sa1d D1strict , The proportwn 
of membershtp necessary to call such meetmg to be determmed at 
the firnt meetmg of the Dtstnct Party Congress. 

7. The D1stnct Party Comm1ttee combmes and dt.rects all 
the actv1t1es of the Party, both orgamsmg and poht10al, Within the 
Dtstrwt m conJunctwn With the Execut1ve Comm1ttee, to wbtch 1t 
reports. The D1stnct Party Committee shall work from the pnnctpal 
town m the Dtstr~ct, and 1ts members must be able to meet there 
contmuoualy. The membershtp of the D1stnct Party Comm1ttee, 



which must include one representative of the D1stnct ".,.omen's 
Propaganda Committee and one of the Young Commumst League, 
1s sanctmned by the Executive Committee. 

~· :p1stnct Orgamsers are appomted by the Executive 
Committee, from nommatlons by the D1stilct Party Committee, and 
fep01t to the ExecutiVe Committee 1,he Executive Committee 
~ay at any time seo.d Special . CommiSSIOners m; Orgamsers to a. 
rustnot in c4arge 'df special task~ < • I . ' ' 

9. The D1stnct Party Committee appomts special Sub-
Committee for special actlVlti~s as reqmred, which' are responsible 
to '1t. · • ' 

Loca~ Orgamsatwn 

10. In every loca.l Party area (town village, or admmistratrve 
district of a town), the members are combmed for dally actiVIty in 
different worklhg gtoups'. W orkmg groups are based on place of 

• r " t 

livmg, place of 'work, or'Party act1v1ty, and are subordmated to the 
authonty directing their actrvtty, to whom they report. 

f • 

' ' 
11. General meetmgs of members m a local PartY. area a1e 

held at least'once a month, and elect a 'Local Party Committee. 
I '> 

The Local Party Committee may consist of the Group Leaders .m 
the area whe~ so dec1ded 

1oy the ·general meetmg. The membership 
of all local Party Committee 1s sanctiOned by the D1etnct Party 
Committee, as also is the appomtment of Group Leaders. On all 
Local Party Committee the r1ght '"to ar seat IS held by the 1·ep1e-, ~ . 
sentatlve of the Young Commumst League and of the Women's 
11ropaganda Coinmitt~e. · 

_ ~ I J 1 
1 ~ 

12 The ~9cal Par~y Commit~ee 1s mstructed by the Distnct 
Party Committee, and repor~s, to .1t. 

13. Local Organisers are app,omted by the D1stnct Party 
f 

Committee. 
I . ' 

14 Local, Party areas may bP combmed for specml purposes, 
or a Sub·D1stnct of a combmation of Local Party a1eas be formed, 
whore so decided by the D1:::tnct Patty Commtttee in conJunctiOn 
w1th the Executive Committee. ,., 

Tlle Party Congress. 

15. The Party Congress Is the supremo authonty of the 
Party and Is responsible to the Commumst Iute{natlonal The 
Party Congress meets at least onco a year. Questions afiechng' the 
Programme and Statutes and Issues olprmc1ple regardmg pohcy and 
tactws are decided by the Party Congress. The dec1s1on of the 
P.uty Congress are final and must be accepted by a.ll members unhl 
revised by a subsequent Congress. ~ 

lq Representltives to the Party Congress nr~ elected f10m 

46 



the local areas on a fixed nu~erical be~is of representation, ,The 
right to partic1pate in. the Congress m a consultative capacity IS held 
by members of the Party Executive, the Party Co~ncll and th'e 
Control Commission; Parhamentaty members, the Ed1tor of the 
Party Organ members summoned by the ~xecutJve to report on 
g1ven questions of Party policy for the Congress, the representatives,. 
of the Young Commumst League and invtt~d gue~t~ 

I > 

17. 'rhe Congress receives the pohhcal and business report 
oi the Executive Committee~ ail. a the report'~ of the. Pa~h~mentary 

; J 

representatives and the Control Commission. 

18. The Conference flxes the number of aitd elects the 
Executive Committee (whiCh consists of the Political Secretary, the 
Orgamsmg Secretary, and sucli other members as may be deternuned 
by the Congress), the Patty Coupml and the Control Commission, . 
and also fixes the number of and elects the substtttite members for 
the same bocl1es. The Executtv~ Committee 1s elected from 
nommattons made by the Congress from the wqole me!Dbership of 
the ]?arty. The Party Counml is elected on a Dtstrict basts. Both 
the Executtv~ Comnhttee and the Party Council must dontain one 
representative of the Young Commumst' League· and ohe ieptesenta· 
t1ve of the' Women's Propaganda Conhhittee. ~ 

19. The Congress elects the Political Secretary and the 
Orga.msmg Secretary of the Party. 

19 a. On the demand of the maJonty of the District ·Party 
Committees the Nat10nal Executive Committee shall call a Party 
Congress. 

The Executive Committee and tlte Party Council 

20. The Executive Committee directs the current wo1rk of 
the Party, both organising and p

1
ohfical, and is responsi'ble to the 

P~rty Congress ana~ to' th'e !ntern'attonal. The' Exe~utive I Com· 
mittee coutrohi ali Party oflicialsJ.and orihtnisattons. 

' 1 • 

21. The Executive Committee must be able to meet 
contmuously at the Party Centre . 

• 
2 2. The Exec11tive Committee appoints special Sub-Com• 

m1ttees responsible to it for the leading of special activities. 

23. The party Council is summoned by the Executive Com· 
mittee £0r consultative purposes;when decisions have to be taken on 
important questions of Party Policy. ' 

I I t 

The Control Commi!sion. 

24. The Control Commission is respons'ible to the Party 
Congress for reporting to it on the management' of Party finance 
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and the conduct of Party Business. It has full powers of enquiry 
for the conduct of tts work • .. 

The Party Preu. 

25. The Central Party Organ is issued under the direction 
of the Executive Committee, and the Editor attends the Executive 
Committee in a consultative capacity. 

, All P~rty organs must submit to the direction of the Executive 
Committee. 

Parliamentary ami Municzpal Representatzves. 
I 

26. Ail Parhamentary and Mumcipal representativel are 
under the direction ot the Executive Committee. 

I < 

Reports. 

27. All organisations of the Party ~hall furnish regular 
reports to the authority directing their act1v1ty. 

28. F;very organisation of the Party, as well as every indivi· 
dual member, shall have the righ~ of communicatmg dut!ctly w1th 
the ExecutiVe Committee of the rarty or of the International. 

AddttioJtal Rules. 

Fznance. 

' 1. {a) The dues of the Party shall be one shilling 
per member per calender month. 0£ this sum 6d. per month 1 

shall go to Headqllarters, 3d. to the District Party Comm1ttee, 1 

and .gd. per month shall be retained by the Local Party Committee. 
• 

, : (b) The headquarters' levy of 6d. per month shall be payable 
by all members without exception. District Party Committees and. 
L9cal Party Committees shall have power to fix reduced rates for 
the proportions payable to q,tstnct :Party Committee & Local Party 
Comm1ttee respect1vely in the case of marned women whose husbands 
are members of the Party, youths, apprentices, unemployed, and 
those s1ck or on half-time. 

' 
(c) The Local Party Committee shall be responsible to the 

District Party Committee and Headquarters for total dues from 1ts 
m~mbers accordmg t~ the membersh1p shown on the last monthly 
return of their total membership Each Local Party Comm1tteee 
shall apply for and pay for rcgularly.monthly, direct from Head1u1r· 
ters,suffic1ent stamps to prov1de for all its members as shown on the 
last monthly returns for their total membership. 

(d) Divisonal dues shall be rem1tted ~irect by the Local 
Party Committees to District Party Comru.ittees on the basis of 
rrem bersh1p shown on last monthly return of their total membershtp 
to Headquarters. 
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(e) An entrance fee of 6d., in addition to the subscripti-on 
of the current month_ shall be paid by all new members as a contrl· 
bution to the Loc1l Party Committee's funds. 

Memberslt:tp: 

2. All Local Partt Committees and groups shall maintain 
g regist.:r of members and candidates for rnembersh1p with, sucq 
information concerning them1 as ma'Y, be decided , by,. the Executive 
Committee. Members must assist in keeping this mformatio-n up· 
to-date. Copies of this register revised .up-lo·date shall be forward· 
ed to the District Party Committee and to Headquarters twice a 
year. 

t 

3• , Candidates for membership can b~ provistonaily accep ed 
by any I>arty Group. All persons declaring their acceptance of the 
Programme and Statutes of the Party an~ their readmess to obey 
ltS disctpline \Vlll, on entry, be p'resen:ted witli a Parfy Qtiestion• 
na1re, wl11ch they will be required to fill up. The per1ocF of pro bat· 
iort I'as'tS at leasi sii months; durm'g which period' the Local Party 
Committee accepting a candidate shall be responstb1e- for seeing 
that prov1sion 1$ made for hts training~ Candidates who have 
~een members o,f the Young C?mmumst League for a penod of at 
least one year and att~ining ehg1ble age may automatically become 
full members of the Party. 

4; The grounds for expulSion are;• {r) refusal to· abide hy 
th'e Party P'togramme an'd decisions, f2) non-participation~ in Par~y 
work, (3) refusal to carry out the instrtretions of th-e authotised 
Party lead, (.1-) action ho-;;tile ~o the Party. In all but- the gravest 
cases expulsion shall be preceded by a warning. ~ 

"-.. 
'~ 

I Disir!ct Organisation. 

s. In constituting a District the Executive Committee 
determines the Distr~ct Centre and lays down the representation to
the District Congress. After the constitution of the District the 
District Congress determines in agreement with the Executive 
Committee the District Centre and the basis of representation at 
the District Congress. 

Local Orgamsat~on. 

6. Groups based on place of living are composed of members, 
living in easy walking distance o£ one anothe~.. The leaders of 
these workmg groups are appointed'by the Local Party Cotnm1ttee 
and sanctioned by the D1slrict Patty C6mm1ttee. They are res· 
ponsible to the Local Party Committee for maip.taimng contact 
with the members of tbe group and receivfng a'nd· forwarding sub· 
scriptions and reports, All members are combined m these small 
local gr~ups. 



7• All group leaders( and the responsible leaders of nuclei 
and fractions withm a Local Party area, meet as a regular body to 
maintain contact with the Local Party Committee and arrange for 
the carry1ng out of local work. 

Party Congress. 

8 Representation at the Party Congress is based on one 
representative for \each twenty·hve members. For purposes of 
representation at the Congress, Local Party areas may be grouped 
together; where a commo'l aggregate meeting of members in 
the combined areas can 'be held for the purpose of electittg the 
common representative. Such combinations of areas for election 
have to b ~ sanctiOned by the Execut1ve Committee. 

9· Representatives at the Party Congress have full powers 
ol deciswn on all issues. 

xo. The Executive Committee gives nottce of summoning a 
Congre.is at ,least 8 weeks before the date of the Congress, and 
1ssues the Agenda to the Local orgamsation four weeks before the 
date of the Cor:gress. 

I I. The Executive Comm1ttee appoints particular members 
to prepare reports on given questwns of Policy for the Congress. 
The Execut1ve Commttte is not bound by these reports. The 
Congress appoints a ResolutiOns CommtsSIOll of separate Com· 
missions on each princip::1l issue. to consider the reports and 
dtscws:)Ions and dtaw up the ne~essary resolutions in accordance 
w1th the w1shes of the Congress. 

I 2. The election of the Executive Commtttee takes place by 
ballot vote on a smgle list. The electton of the substitute members 
takes the form of a separate elect10n immediately followxng upon 
the election of the Execullye Comn'uttee. Sttbstitute members m 
c.rder of the vote received, replace ex·members when these are 
unable to serve or are unable to contmue m office. 

-·o:----

C. LONG & CO . . 
T. U. PRINTfRS 

NUMBER 168 CA.MBERWELL R1AD, s E 5 . 
• 
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P. 2400. 
A book 1n English entitled '·Report of the Seventh Congress 

of the Communist Party of Great Bntam. May 30th-June 1st 
1925 Published by the Commumst Party of Great Bntain. 

P. 2401 [PJ. 
August 9th 1928. 

Dear J, 

I had your letter on Thursday and d1d the requests th.:lrem 
eontatned. The httle sum we had to send over was sent and I had 
a. reply from Frei on the 4th acknowledgmg same. 

r 
. 

'fhe usual routine h11s beeh earned on at the office, press are 
being supphed-and the C. C. There ha3 been an unusual crop of 
stuff to d1ssemble, mamly U. cuttmgs. Also the outgomg mater1al 
ha.s been conducted regularly. The "Cards" have helped me In thts 
way. (I am also arra:J.gtng to send (some) cards over as soon as poss1~ 
ble). I waa only mformed late last mght and will take the course 
suggested at the outset. 

I 

Regarding the fund. None has been received for some t1me 
but I only sent early last week "forty" J1mmies to the 8 I. R.-Just 
before the news came through of the collapse of same. The B. trou4 

ble seems tQ be also on the wane accordmg to the reports here. 

As to letters, I have not had any to my address, and the only 
one I have had from other quarters 1s of no spemallnlportauce. Th1s 
week I had one atddressed to you-a full copy I am enclosing herewith. 
It bears out your content10n regard1ng the whole b"ijsmess. 1 was 
also told off to seek from the Rank and file protests agamst the.aotton 
of the Imp. but the collapse made 1t unnecessary. M:ost of the stuff 
from Joss. Once every week, contams the stuff obt&mable·ua the U. 
Au mv1tat10n 1s also to hand to the A. I. T. U. C. 1n November-to 
the League and ~he C. P. 'rh1s matter is in hand with the C. C 

By the way, T. P. 8. IS installed next door we're domg fine , 
togeth~r. Also our benefactor comes often (L) and I have sent some , 
books over at h1s request. 
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• I expect you have h'ad Uie books I !ent overt 1 a1so buu11 ~vwa 
to Bad:-:-Do you want the I. I. r~ C. Reports? Also did. you get 
iny fetter S.nit reference to tile 6ile tllS:ti \\?as returtling' to I. But I 
eipect tbef knew lrim in Berhn. . , 

\ ~ I I ~ ) J .. - ', ./ 

There is nothmg else much to report. The Weekly letter still 
goes·although the r. N.H. seems to be 1n the meltmg pot and 1t 
does not appear there. 

Yours fraternally, 

ALF._ 
R.H. 

2nd January 192~. 

• 

P. 2401. [Pl (11. 
,A cop} of letter dated 26·7·28 'trotn S. V. Ghate to C, P~ 

butt£, sent as an acto,mpaniment to letter at Exh. P. 24ox < p ) 
t 

{ Vide Exh, P. :a4o8 ( P)) 

· P: 24{)1 (P) <2> • 
. 

, A slip of falber containing the foil wing:-

, ~ .~eil~ over to 'to.u 'c i) Moral a~d Material progress in India 
{ 2 ) ibrrdged capy agrictilftirat R:eport. 

Have you received same ? 
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P. 2401 <PE> <1>. 
, Superscription on the envelope:

Germany. 

Herr A. N. Badhuri 

Cei Deutsche. 

Postal seal of: 

London S. W. x,. 

. 'g-8-28. 

~SchJuterstrasse. 6a
~erlin 

CharlC'ttenb111'.g • 

P. 240l:<PE> <2>. 
Supeucription or another envelope:-· 

For Clemens. 

--:o--

P. 2401 [R]. 
A copy of an entry from the photo register Kc!pt by Henry 

Burgess, photographer~ regarding the photo copies of Exbs P. 2401 

( P) , P. 2401 ( P ) ( 1 ), P. 2401 ( P )'( 2 ), P. 2401 ( P) ( E) (1) 

and P. 24oi ( P) (E) ( 2 ) • 

Re,.gister No. 55· · 

Serial ~o. M. 517 K. 

Pieces cut f 8 

Sige of photo : 7 

1928 : I0/8 

1928 : I0/8 

' 
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Addressee: Badhuri A 

Pieces in : 8 

P2402. [P] 
' 

2ut August, l928 • 

Dear Johan, 

Since I had your note, I sent the wire• away to Des, but had 
a reply saying- that the thing was uujntelligible and upon further 
advice I sent it over to Fred. Up to the present I've had no reply. 

, Last Thursday I sent away a few CARDS. I hope that 
,al~ is 0. K. Because they were sent away under difficulties, having 
had no r~omm. from anybody· here. I wrote something and 

1
handed them over to Baker, who was going at the same time. 

Make enquiries regarding them. 

The old philanthropic gent has been often here and I have 
spent a very profitable number of afternoons with some cajolary et't. 
managed to get the machine, the fus criptions which you see on this 
paper, are the result of. 

I got a good show in the S. W. last week, over the troubles 
out there and the life will have something this week. 

I am mostly alone here, the other chap promises to come in 
but does'nt. 

· ' Y6u seem to have a very interesting time over there as far 
a~ I can gather from the Gov. paper here, in .connection with new 
J:Otk. 

By the way I have had a few letters from Fred, of a general 
nature for the W. W. L. containing receipts mostly, with a few 
lines of comment on the general pos1hon. 

\Vhen do you think you will ret~rn ? 

Best wishes, 

( Sd) Alf, 
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Did you get Fenner's (illegible·] etc.) ancl also Kranti and 
Ganavani. 

P. S. overleaf. I have·just received a letter, or rather the Trinity 
has, from Anglo-American Sect; C. I. regarding a 
manuscript from Bengal. You know the th'ing, 
Wdl you see to it. , I am se~ding it on to the 
above address. "I 

P. 2402 (RJ. 
I 

A certified copy of ap eutry from .. the phqto register kept by 
photographer Henry Burgess regarding the photo copy or Exh. 
~· 2402 ( p) 

Regfster No : 55 

Serial No : N 157 E, 

Pieces cut : 2 
-

Size of photo : 7 

1928 : 22/8 

1928 : 22/8 

Addressee: Badhuri 

Pieces in: 2 

P. 2403 (P). 
BOMBAY MUNICIPAL WORKMEN'S UNION. 

Improvement'Trust Chawls. 

Block No. 17, Room No. I. 

Bombay, No. 8, 
' 

16th March, 1928. 
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From the Hon. General Secretary 

Bombay Municipal Workmen's Union. 
' 

To the Chairman, 

Central Committee, 

U.S.S.R. Municipal Workers Union, 
• 

12 Dvoretz 1"runda, Moscow. 

Dear Comrade, 

f I have received a circular from you No. I 20 dated 29th 
November, 1927. I am preparing the information asked by you 
a~d will send it to you in due course. 
' 

Then I got a letter from you dated 30th December, 1927, 
No. 206asking my Union to participate in the 7th Congress ot 

• your Union. I placed the letter before our Managing Committee 
and we have come to the decision of not sending our delegates in 
spite of your generous offer of defraying their expenses, as our 
orgapisation is quite new and our services are wanted here. 
However we had decided to send you a cable of our fraternal 
greetings. I sent the cable to you and I hope you got it in time 
for the congress. 

With Comradely greetings, 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd/- R.S. Nimbkar. 

Pro. Hon. 1 oint Secretary. 

P. 2403 <P) (f). 
S~perscription in the envelope:

BOMBAY MUNICIPAL WORKMEN'S UNION. 

BOMBAy No. 8. 
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To 
The chairman 

Central Committee 

U.S.S.R. Municipal Workmen,s Union. 

12 DVORETZ TRUNDA MOSCOW, 

BU'SSIA. 

i 

P. 2403 [RJ. 
A certified copy of an entry from the photo register kept 

by Photographer Henry Burgess, relating to the Photo copy at 
Exhts. P. 2403 (P) and P 2403 (P) (E). 

Register No : 47 

Serial No B 612 B. 

Pieces cut 2 

Size of photo: 7 

1928 2/4 

1928 2/4 

Addressee U.S.S.R. 

Pieces in • 2 • 

P. 2404 (P). 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

(British Section of the Communist International) , 

16 King ~treet, 

Covent Garden, 

London, W.C.2. 

April :zstht 1929•. 



Mrs. Bradley 

4 Elmsdale Road. 

\Valthamstow. 

Dear Mrs. Bradley, 

I e~pect you have been concerned at the news about your 
son. Unfortunately we have no up-to-date information, so that it 
is impossibl~ for me to add much to what you will already have 
read in the press. We have, however, been in telegraphic 
communication with our friende' in India and are assured that a 
good Defence Committee has been set up and that you need 
have no doubt that adequate arrangements will be made for the 
defence when the trial takes place. 

I can of course understand your concern, but hope you wiiJ . ' 
accept our al:lsurance that there is no need for you to worry unduly. 
0 nr opinion is that the worst that is hkely to happen to him is that 
he will' be sent back,home again At any rate, you may be sure 
that everything that can be done for your son 1s being done • 

. 
I will certainly let you know if )and when we receive any 

fut~her news. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd/· Albert Inkpin. 

for the secretariat. 

P. 2404 CP) <E>. 
Superscription on the envelope:

Mrs. Bradley 

~ 4 · Elmsdale Road 

Walthamstow. 
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. p. 2404. [RJ. . 
• I 

A certified copy of an entry 10,, the , photo register kept by 
photographer Henry Burgess relating to the photo copies at Exb. 
P 24o4 (P J :1nd P 2404 (P) (E). 

Register No 65 

Serial No F. 748 F. 

Pieces cut . 2 • • -

Size of photo 7 

1929 26/4 

1<;29 26/4 

Addressee Bradley. 
' Pieces in . ... 

P. 2405 <P). 
I 

C/o Mrs. EdeBurgh, 
) 

Apollo Chambers, 

Fort Bombay, 
18·8-28. 

Dear Mam and Dad, 

I was pleased to receive your ever welcome letter this maiJ 
and glad to hear that all are keeping in the best of health at home. I 
am still very busy no holidays fof roe yet, as you. say that Len was 
havmg some, did he go anywhere,! suppose not. I ,sent .Len a cable 
for my salary on 20·7·28. hope it has been dealt with as 1 am short .I 
hope to hear from him as lo how ~hings ar~ going a~ong and to 
receive those Journals. Very sorry to hear about Mrs. Collet, hope 
she will get on alnght, g1ve them my best wishes. I am pleased to 
say I am keepmg in the best of health, and going along alright 
despite the work. Give rny best w1shes to Mary and Eva. So you 
are having some ram now, I may say we have had a drop durh1g the 
monsoon. 



Mrs. Bradley 

4 Elmsdale Road. 

\Valthamstow. 

Dear Mrs. Bradley, 

I expect you have been concerned at the news about your 
son. Unfortunately we have no up-to-date information, so that it 

Cl 

is impossible for me to add much to what you will already have 
read in the press. We have, however, been in telegraphic 
commumcation with our friende in India and are assured that a 
good Defence Committee has been set up and that you need 
have no doubt that adequate arrangements will be made for the 
defence when the trial takes place. 

I can of course understand your concern, but hope you will 
• 

accept our a~surance that there is no need for you to worry unduly. 
0 llr opinion is that the worst that lS hkely to happen to him is that 
he will be sent back home again At any rate, you may be sure. 
that everything that can be done for your son is being done. 

I will certainly let you know if )and when we receive any 
futther news. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sct/· Albert Inkpin. 

for the secretariat. 

P. 2404 (p) <E>. 
Superscriphor1 on the envelope:

Mrs. Bradley 
' 4 Elmsdale Road 

\Val thams tow. 
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' 

. p. 2404 [R]. 
• I 

A certified copy of an entry i~. the 
1 
photo register kept by 

photographer Henry Burgess relating to the photo copies at Exb~ 
P ~404 (PJ s.nd P 2404 (P) (E). , 

Register No 

Serial No 

Pieces cut 

Size of photo 

1929 

1~29 

Addressee 
1 

Pieces in 

x8·8-28. 

Dear Mam and Dad, 

65 

F. 748 F. 

. 2 , . 
' 

7 

26/4 

26/4 

Bradley 

. 2 • 

P. 2405 <P). 
I 

C/o Mrs. EdeBurgh, 

Apollo Chambers, 

Fort Bombay, 

I was pleased to receive your ever welcome letter this mail 
and glad to hear that all are keeping in the best of health at home. I 
am still very busy no holidays fof me yet, as yott say that Len was 
having some, did he go anywhere,! suppose not. I sent Len a cable 
for my salary on 20·7·28. hope it has been dealt with as I am short .I 
hope to hear from him as lo how ~hings are going a~ong and to 
receive those Journals. Very sorry to hear about Mrs. Collet, hope 
she will get on alnght, give them my best wishes. I am pleased to 
say I am keeping in the best of health, and going along alright 
despite the work. Give my best wishes to Mary and Eva. So you 
are having some rain now, I may say we have had~ drop durhig the 
monsoon. 
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I must close no~, tell Len to see to that. Love and best 

wishes to all. 

-(ENGLAND) 

From Your 

Affectionate Son, 

Sd. BEN, 

p. 2405 <P> <E>· 
Superscription on the envelope : 

MRs. BRADLEY, 

4 Elmsdale Road, 

Walthamstow 

Lonaon. 

P. 2405lR]. 
A certified copy of an entry in the photo register kept by 

Photographer Henry Burgess relating to photo copies at Exbts. P. 
2405 fP) & P. 2405 (P) (E) above. 

I Register No. 56 

Serial No. N 753 B • 

• Pieces cut: 3 

Size of photo , 7 

1928 • 3/9 • 

1928 • 3/9 • 
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Addressee 

Pieces in 

. • 
f 

Bradlej. 

3· 

P. 2406 <P). 
' 

C/o Mr. Sandwell, 

Dear Mnm and Dad, 

Apollo Chambers, 

Fort, Bombay. 

just a line to Jet you know I am still keeping in the best of 
health, and was pleased to get your letter by this mail. Pleased to 
hei1' tn:te thirtg~\re :We1I'at'hdHie1 ~so'rlf tliaf-' :ri~J' ii1 n'dPU~epin~ 
th~be~ oFhe:\ltli~ hHwever~rrna)t'b& -se~(rig~lltm ~Rat y6ul 1alPv~ry 1• 
soon and hope he will be quite well bfth~A! · .. "'' 

There is some rather bad communal 'nots' 'i~ ·Boin'biy just 
at present, many have been killed, I dont know how Ion? this will 
last. anyway the position is rather bact.~· I :~ilf tell yoa m~ri about 
this when I see you. Sorry I have not been abl~ to,, 'Yrit~ v L:en or 

. George owing to this trouble I am so busy. Give them fDY best 
wishes and hop~ they are quite well. 

1 

i/ · 
The rem1ttance that you say you s~.h~ i , your l~E'tt$r has 

reached Bombay and I shall make an effort to o tain it off those 
who are holding the salne. , ' , ' . , 

I : 
Glad to hear that Nora a:ld Harry and ~'youngsters ~afeF quite 

well, give them my best wishes when you tneet them • 
.., ' ..... :: # ... 

I must close now as I am rather tired. Hope all are in the 
best of health at home. 
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Love and best wishes.~ 

From your 

Affectionate Son, 

Sd/· BEN~ 



P. 2406 <P) [E]. 

Superscription on the envelope :

Mrs. Bradley • 
• 

(England). 

4 Elmsdale Road 

W althams Tow 

London 

--

P. 2406 [Rl. 
" 

I 

A certified copy of an entry from the photo register kept by 
P.h.otographer Henry Burgess relatintr to ·the photo copies at Exhts 
~. ~o6 (P) and P. 2.406 (P) (E). 

Register No : 63 

Serial No. C 634 K. 
f 

Pieces cut • 3 • 

Size of photo : 1 

1929 I I 4/3 
. ' I ' < 

1929 • 4/3 • 

Addressee • Bradley. • I 

Pieces in • ~ . • 



. 
P. 2407 (P). 

My dear Dutta, 
Friday 

Your letter in hand this morning. Most provely I will leave 
this port tomorrow morning I am going to Birkenbead not to 
Liverpool. I am suggesting the following appoin~ments and hope 
that it will not be inconvenience to you. 

On monday evening about 7 P.M •. please come near the 
gate ot the docks, wherefrom you returned last time. I will walk 
within 200 yards in the same footpath. There I wiH wait only half 
an hour not longer. If it fails please come on my ship on Tuesday 
evening about 6-30 P.M. and enquire about "SAIFA" fireman 
(the Punjabi man) In this case I will leave ship before you and 
wait near the ship's stair (the seedhi). . 

If you donot think it proper please drop another envelope 
'with same appointment in Brikenhead on 24th, 25th, 26th instant 
after 'J P. M. 

Hoping you in best health, 

Yours 

Sd/· Illegible. 
I 

N. B. If all falls in that case dont miss tO' come on my ship to •, 
SAIFA. ' 

P. 2407 [P] [E]~ 
Superscription on the envelope:-

Mr. C. P. Dutt, 

38 Mecklenburgh Square, 

LONDON, W. C. 1 .. 
\ 
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Postal seal of : 

Manchester 

22 July 27. 



A certified copy of\~n enlry from the photo register kept by 
Photographer Henry Burgess relating tp the pqotQ cop,ies at Exhs. 
P2407 {P)· and P24oV (P)·(E)~ · 

~~i't~. ~ f\~. 32! 

Serial No. , H. 513~A' 

Pieces cut. 4 . .. ... 

S~~e. o,Lp~~o •. 7 

19~7· 23/7· 
"\' . 

1~27·· 23/7• 
[ 

Addressee. Dutt C. 

Pie~es in. f- .. w:. ,, 3b' 

THE WORKERS~ & PEASANTS' PARTY, BOMBAY. 

17, DWARKADAS MANSIONS, 

SANDHURST ROAD, 

BOMBAY. 4• 

Dear Comrade Du.~,, 
I I 

Thanks for yo\l.r letter-Qf.,~he-,2&hJ]une. With :th-e· whole of 
our .pr.es.s .. her.e .hostile tp us, it is now (sic) wonder that you have got 
a wr.ong_ !mprt~sion ab~ut the affairs here, and~~nbout. our ,.party's 
attitude to the Barddli mo\'ernent, The press here has been 
reJtgi~usry ,_t.eporting fr~gments £rem, the speeches cl our ..comrades, 
with the express intent~on oi daJDning, '!:\S~ ..befQre~the people. The 
success that we had ac~ieved as a result of our fighting policy in 
the strike has been a constant eyesore to the bourgeoisie here, so 
much so that they ha\'e 1\ever given up any opportunity damning us 
by false reports taken from the police £~pecially. For instance the 
report of Nimbkarts speech; if is incor~ect and dtsto.rted, by the 
chronicle specially. Because Nimbkat never ~ade even the 
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remotest suggestion that we were against the Bardoli fight as sueb. 
He condemned the leaders that were conducting the fight at Bardoli 
for their singular'apathy with the sttike here. a$ nlso eise where in 
the countty. He c:Orrdemned their extrav~gatlce' iri spendhi~ the 
Dardoli fund, not a pie of w1uch has been spenf 66. tile peasants'i 
bttt on purcha:se of Motots (3 cats b:ave been purchased } gnd other 

, + 
expenses for the leaders who can well ~ff6Fd ro spend money from 
their pockets, Mr. Gandhi him~self made a statemetif in his paper 
that the pe~sants were not going to fake a1 pie from· thes~ fundH. 
Mr. N1mbxar s-aid that funds- should b:ave been coHetted whet~ 

,relief tol the str"lkers fatnihes was emergent. y 6U: also in us~ nave 
noticed that these leaders- hjl've not made an"} gesture oi s'yll.npathf 
even toward's the stnkes tllflt" ha'Ve: been· raging all the eountry ovet. 
Attackmg the attitude of the' leader~ towards- our struggle here; 
sa.rely does not mean that the party is against the Bardoli fight. • 

Our party lias ma.de this point clear more than~ once~ Lasi 
year when there was the question of increased' assesment (sicf in 
the Kolaba District, the party sent its representatives to study t'lie 
quesqon and g1ve assistance to the fighters af Ko1aba. Our 
rept esentatlves found that it was a fight of the ricli peas·ants against 
enhancement of taxes. And even there these people were not 
prepared to fight the Govt. in the . right way They paid the 
increased assesment (sic}less one rupee as a protest; whicli ih effect 
meant that they were not prepared to face a· fight against~ the Gov''• 
ernment. They ultimately paid even the increase; fuliy. Our 
representatives returned disappointed: This is· number· one; 

Our' annual report has laid down the broad· outline· oflout 
policy on the peasant que'stion as etnbodied in the resolution on 
the peasants. Itlwas considered that it was' incomplete,, latkuig 
in detailed knowledge of the questioN, atld thd pea.s~nt group Ieade'r 
waS' asked to ma'ke a special study oft the question,l3nd·· prepa-re a 
report wh1ch ha$' not yet been, submittedJ In" the me'anwhlle, the 
party will. be issuing a manifesto on the Bardoli question m a coupl~ 
of days, a copy of which I shall' sent you· wiled the: same 1s 
published 

Your analysis on the question is correct. It is not thafwe 
minimise'"the importance or the grav1ty of the question. The fact 
1s thnt we have not men who can go to- the_ place apd study the 
question and adv1se the party on matters of policy. Oue of us who 
was deputed to go to Bardoh was unable to do so as he was 
unable to secure leave-and hence he had to abandon the· idea of 
going to Ban.loh~ 

In the Dt. Congress Committee, where out' group ia strong, . 
a resolution (not pllLllshed bytthe'press ) questioning the very right 
of a foreign gove1nment to impose taxation, and suggestmg that the 
struggle should b~ developed into a no .. tax campaign was passed, 

'• ' 
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while some days back, a meeting on the Land fragmentation bill 
lf:I.S prestd~d by a member of our party. 

. You have rightly found out that there are 4 umons of textile 
workers. In the beginning there were two only: the Gtrni Kamgar 
Maha Mandai and the B:lmbly Textile Labour Union (latter under 
joshx. ) I am not able to make out the reasons that prompted Mr .. 
jha'hvala to start h1s mill worker Union, which came into bemg a 

few months ago, which has a membership of a few hundreds only, 
while the G. K. M. M. has a membership of about 4ooo, and the 
Bombay Textile Union about xo,ooo. The G. K. M. M. was 
responstble for giving a fighting policy and was able to bring about 
the General stnke in sp1te of Josht's str1ke breaking tactics. During 
this strike the fourth registered Union was born. It came about 

' i!f. the following way. The Secretary of the G. K. M. M., one 
1\layekar swallowed all the funds of the Union during the 3 years or 
so, while the president Mr. Alve. being only a weaver, was easily 
duped by him. At a meeting of the G. K. M. M. the secretary was 
dismissed He had already made htmself scarce from the stnke area 
because the men wanted to beat him, because of his propaganda 
a.gamst the strike. When the mill-owners were insisting that they 
were prepared to negotiate only with the registered Unions, this 
feiiow who had so far refused to hand over the papers of the G. K • 

.. M. M., went to the Registrar and got the union registered, with 
himself and a group of seven as president and the executive. 
(According to the rules an association of any seven people can get 
itself registered ) and so far we do not think that this union has 
more than 10 members. The 'only course left open to us, the real 
G. K. M. M , who name was stolen by Mayekar, was to take a 

dlfferent name, and the real G. K. M. M, got renamed the Girni 
Kam~ar U mon, and got it registered, w1th Alve president, and 
Dange as Secretary, Bradley and Nimbkar as vice-presidents, and 

· mystlf and a worker as treasurers. The amaging (sic ) committee 
·~ · is composed of the workers, and some of our members • .. 

I have seen Kirk's rotten review. It is of course too mean • . , 
But then, No press will"take anything from us agamst these res pee· 
,table gentry. 

• 
I had already sent you some of the prmted leaflets, etc, 

which I hope you have received. Do you want U smani b book to be 
sent to you? Please let,mc know. 

I 
t 

You know, we have resurrected the KRANTI, copies of 
wh1ch I am sendmg you under separate cover. 

There is so far no c·ase against Dange, smce the compla.m
anls in the case have withdrawn their complamts, but sttll the 
po'ice have not withdrawn the case formally,whtch st~nds adjourned 
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til the :26th inst. Meanwhile, t~ .ca'Se "against i Nimblcar it 
d 

... (' ... 
procee mg. ' ... 

The mill ownerS' h-ave been expecting that with the depletioa 
of the funds, the strike would be broken np. Now it looks as if 
they themselves are breaking. We are having reliable reports of 
the dJSSentions in thei~ camp. The worker have never' budged 
inspite o£ starvation police ter:o!.i~!ion and all other evils. ' 

With greetirtgs. 

Yours fraternally, 

L s. v. GHATE. 

P. 2408 <P> <E>. 
Superscription on the envelope:

C P. Dutt 

162, Buckingham Palace Road 

Lond<m, S. W. I. 

p. 2408 (R). 
-, ........ 

A certified copy of an entry ln the photo register 'kept by 

photographer Henry Burgess rela~ing to photo copi.es at P. ::408 (P) 

and 24c8 {P)(E). 
I 

R eg1s ter No. 

Serml No. 

Pieces c "t : 

Size of photo 

S7 

55· 

M. 27J'K'. I 
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while some days back, a meeting on the Land fragmentation bill 
"~s pres1ded by a member of our party. 

. You have nghtly found out that there are 4 umons of textile 
workers. In the beginning there were two only: the Gtrni Kamgar 
Maha Mandal and the Bombay Textile Labour Union (latter under 
Joshi. ) I am not able to make out the reasons that prompted Mr .. 
jha'bvala to start hts mill worker Union, which came intQ bemg a 

' few months ago, wh1ch has a membership of a few hundreds only, 
while the G. K M. M. has a membership of about 4ooo, and the 
Bombay Textile Union about Io,ooo. The G. K. M. M. was 
responsible for giving a fighting pohcy and was able to bring about 
the General strike in sp1te of Joshi's strike breaking tactics. During 
this strike the fourth registered Union was born. It came about 

~ ~the following way. The Secretary of the G. K. M. M., one 
M:ayekar swallowed all the funds of the Union during the 3 years or 
so, while the president Mr. Alve. being only a weaver, was\ easily 
duped by him. At a meeting of the G. K. M. M. the secretary was 
dismissed He had already made htmself scarce from the stnke area 
because the nien wanted to beat him, because of his propaganda 
a.gamst the strike. When the mtll·owners were ins1stmg that they 
were prepared to negotiate only with the registered U mons, this 
fellow who had so far refused to hand over the papers of the G. K. 
~M. M., went to the Registrar and got the union registered, w1th 
himself and a group of seven as president and the executive. 
(Accordmg to the rules an association of any seven people can get 
itself registered ) and so far we do not thmk that this ttnion has 
more than IO members. The only course left open to us, the real 
G. K. M. M , who name was stolen by Mayekar, was to take a 
dlfferent name, and the real G. K. M. M, got renamed the Girni 
Kamgar Union, and got it registered, With Alve president, and 
Dange as Secretary, Bradley and Nimbkar as vice-presidents, and 

· myst.lf and a worker as treasurers. The amaging ( sic ) comm1ttee 
• · is composed of the workers, and some of our members • 
• 

I have seen Kirk's rotten review. It is of course too mean. 
• L 

But then, No press will take anything from us agamst these res pee· 
,table gentry. ./ 

• 
I had already sent you some of the prmt~d leaflets, etc, 

which I hope you have received. Do you want U smani & book to be 
sent to you? Please let ,me know .. 

You know, we have resurrected the KRANTI, cop1es of 
wh1ch I am sendmg you under separate cover. 

There is so far no ~ase against Dange, smce the comp1::un· 
anls in the case have withdrawn their cornpbmts, but sttll the 
po' 1ce have not withdrawn the case formally, wh1ch stands adjourned 
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tet the :6th inst. Meanwhile, too .ca-se 'against Nimb'kar is 
d 

~ r ~ 

procee mg.. • .. 

The mill owners have been expecting that with the depletioa 
{)f the funds, the strike would be broken up. ~ow it looks as if ' 
they themselves are breaking. We are having reliable reports of 
the d1ssentions m their camp. The worker have never budged 
insplie of starvation police ter!O£i~!Jon and all other evils. · 

With greetidgs. 

Yours fraternally, 

.. S .. V. GHATE. 

P. 2408 <P> <E>. 
Superscription on the envelope:

C P. Dutt 

162, Buckingham Palace Road 
' . 

London, S. W. I. 

p. 2408 {R). 
A certified copy of an entry ln the photo register 'kept by 

photographer Henry Burgess relatmg to photo copies at P. 2408 {P) 

and 24c8 (P)(E). 
I 

Register No. 55· 

Senal No. M. 273rK': ' 

3· 
I 
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192S 

A~dr<:siee 

Pieces in 

Dear Comrade, 

;-8. 

Dult C. 

P. 2409 <P>. 
34 Holland [Hall, 

Allahaood, 

India. 

5. 11. 28. 

• You will be glade to heaF tJrat; ap tl>Gtive and strpng W qr/urs 
\ 
and Peasants Party of U. P. and Delh1 has been formed We hav~ 
already held two Ctmferences otte- at Me«MI and the other ai 
Jhans1 to famdiapse the people w1tq tl:le party programme and 
ideals, and to org~nise the ~c-tive workers They are usually thus~ 
fine young men, w}lo, are djssat1sfied with tbe emptiness of th& 
Congress programme and were only waiting to be orgamsed and 
setentdi.cally led. We have already estabhshed branches at Delhi, 
were ( s1c) orgamsat10nal work among theN. W. mdwaymen and 
industrial workers is being dQp.Jl; ltJ~erut workmg among the 
peasantry, Gorakhpur working among B. N. W. R. radwaymen and 
peasantry. Jhansi among G .. I .. P. ra1lway workers and peasantry,. 
Allahabad 1tself 1s the Centre of the Party. Unfortunately we have 
already been forestalle~ at Cawnpore the Mazdor Sabba there 1s m 
the hands of one of LaJPfl.t' Ra1'"s men, who-1s a humamtanan as als() 
a.n opportumst and 1t w1ll be a. matter of t1me to capture the Umon 
there. 

A Young-Comraae:J Leagzte of U. P. and Delhi too has been 
started w1th branches at Delh1. Meerut Jhans1, Allahabad. 
Gorakhpur (membersh1p ~mg almost lumted to the College Students • 

. 
Our act1ve wor.kers are as yet perfectly rebable, but tbe 

danger has in the fact that they are here because m Danton's fine 
phrase they want to belong to the party that would attack. They 
are yet sent1menta.l and not smentdio, they never h 1d, an opportu
mty to conduct a sC1ent1fic study of the phllosophy and strategy. 
They do not get the ongma.l literature. It is almost unprocurable. 
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The University I.J1brary here is considered to be the largest in 
Northern India. after the Imperml L1br:try Calcutta and you will be 
surpnsed to know we have not got a Sl:Ogle work of Lemn and only 
3 by Trotsky. Your own Modern India is not there either. Among 
the umversity undergraduates the demand for fighting literature is 

' 
very great but we cannot satisfy it. There 1s another class the 
village schooh:~a.sters whose consciousness has been aroused by 
the VlCtimisatioll movement for duect action and who want to know 
and do somethmg. They have to be provided w1th hterature m the 
vernacular. In this provmce we are so few and so busy in propa· 
ganda and orgamsat10nal work alone that we have no titne to 
conduct research work and all that we have can do for them IS to 
translate thmgs pubhshed m Enghsh. 

Smce we have just begun we are without a:oy fund resources 
the local branches are somehow carrymg on the~r I own work. But 
We see that organisatiOnal WOrk is DOG sohd and such hke unless 
based on the true ideas. Therefore Books' We can't afford to send 
you any money and. we do want Ilterature to supyly these needs. 

(1} A good Party hbrary. 

(2) For young Comrades League reading in the Umversity 
Ol' International Colleges. 

(3) Stuff which could be eas1ly translated fo:r the vdlag.e 
schoolmasters for the present they would hnk us WJt~ the peasan
try and: petty bourgeou1. 

~ That which could be translated for tlle actual wo1kers 
and peasants. 

It should be on theory, orgamsahon Russia, labour h{e, 
abroacr and m Indta, rund in mdustnal· politics. I th1nk all your 
public:1twns I. L. P. Fa.b1an. Somety, when they are not themselves 
wonld not be very valuable. Yot' w1ll please not forget to send us 
a regular supply of weekhes and magazmes. If you cannot manage 
to send the hterature free you wllf please send It on concession rates 
and we w1ll defray you the cost in monthly msta1ments as best as 
we can. • '\Ve want the ~ooks most utgently. Thete 1s now a very 
shvrt penod of active work for us left this sesc;wn. Soon the next 
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crop would be sown, so no work in the- vilhtges7 they became bYsy· 

bodieS, now thrJ ~ron is hot beCQ,U3B of the fa.llure (lj the cropt! ana the 

new assessments. In the m1ddle of Apu,l_ the U mversit1es exams 
begin and from mtddle of February the University friends will close 
then eyes. 

If you could manage to send us more th~n one copy of each . 
book, we will,very gladly get them hawked andrsend you the price 

every month and wtth spemmen copies enlist subscnbers for your 
rar10us paper. We could arrange. 1t very easily and 1t wdl mean 
effective propaganda among the w1de meanmg bourge01s d1sarm and 

d1sorgamse them. 

May we translate your publicatiOns (we have ··already begun) 

with your Modern India) and the publications oi ' the Labour Re· 

search House, without their forma] sanct10n· also Vanguard Press. 
l,f 1t 11eed be, you will pl(lase send me the needed a.uthority1 

To familiarise our resolutions we are publishmg some tracts 

' .. BO· 40 pp. each on the followmg subjects, Independence, J. Nehru; 

Native States, Sethi; Bardoh, Dange, Jahanwa.la, Sa~gul, The Role 
of Labour, Spratt, Red Umon by Spratt, Workers and Peasants 

SwaraJ, C. G. Sub. We would so much hke to have a pamphlet on 

the Workers and Peasants SwaraJ from your lYWn pen. Could you 

not ask soma comrades there w1th or without Ind1an experience to 

send us some very popular expositiOns of Ideas or of Strategy, to 

broadcast them among the masses. We will pubhsh them m 

Enghsh as also get them translated 1nto the var10us vernaculars. 
' 

& One thing more. We have started a 16 pp. Weekly m Hmd 

Kranthi Kari as the Party organ. Could you afford to send for 1t 

a fortnightly review of the international affaus or write to Agnes 

&medley (I have lost her addresl;)) or ask any mce comrade there to 
do 1t. 

. 
I am Wrltmg all this to you knowmg that you are not always 

so well and are so busy, wxthout any bourgeois formalities You· 

1nay ask any other comrade to acknowledge it and reply to me 

tmmeiliately. I am wr1tmg to Comrade Spratt to wnte to you about 

my creden tlals. 

WIth greetings, 

Fraternally, 
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, Sd/- P. C~ Joshi·'\ 
(General Secret~ry U. P. JJld Delhi Workers) 
and Peasants Party). 

84 Holland Hall, 
Allahabad, 

INDIA. 

p. 2409 [P] [ E]. -

Superscription on the envelope;
R. Palm@ Dutt. 

Edttor, "The Labour Monthly" 

Cfo 
The Communist Bookshop. 

16 ·King Street 
Convent Garden 

London, W. C. 2 
(England) 

P. 2409 [R]. 
t 

A certified copy of an entry in the photo register kept by 
photographer H~nry Burgess relatmg to the photo copies at Exhs. 
P. 2409 (P) and P 2409 (P) (E). 

Register no; 59 
Serial no: T. 901 A 

Pteces cut: 5 
81Ze of photo: 7 

1928 26/11 
1928 26/11 
Addressee Dutt R. 

Pieces m 3. 
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~ p, 2410 ~[p].~ 
BOMBAy MI~L·\VO~KER,S· UNION. 

Shetye Buildings, 

Poibavdi, Parel, 

P.O.No.r4. 

Bombay, 24th Septr. 1928. 

• From S. H. Jhaqvala, ~ A. . " '" 
President Bombay Mill Workers' Union, 

Bombay. 
To the Secretary, 

' 

Central Komitee-Der_ '!~~~ila!b~it~~· 

Moskau. 
D~ar Sir, 

I beg to enclose herewith copy of the minutes of one further 
meeting of the Managing C9,t,nl'X).:lt,t~t; 0;~ ~h~ ~bpy~ 1U nion to which 
you kindly sent the amount of-£ ~<?59·. ~~· ,Sd• (Pound one thousand 
and fifty nme, shillings ei~~~ ~.1?9 peJ\Ce f\ve sterling) through the 
Deutsche Bank Berlin, p~qe'. AJl.ru.~si,che Geno~sendchafts bank 
Moskau received here on the n.\h September, 1928. 

• J 

' I also beg to enclose herewith further receipts from the M1ll 
Strike Committee for the money paid to them from wh1ch it will 
be seen that out of Rs. 1410I. I. o. received Rs. 4080. o. o. has 
been paid to the Joint Mill S1~iJS.<:. ~<?_mmitiee and Rs. 2 x/· only has 
been spent towards telegrams ap.d postage. 

I posted you full minutes of the meeting by last mail dated 
the 18th September 28 which I hope you have also received it. . ~ ) 

Plea~e acknowJedg~ thft r~c;e]pt., qf t}J.e same. 
Hopmg you wtlf kmdly keep up connection with us and 

{help in the general rebe£ of the wcrking class. 

Youts faithfully, 

Sd/· S .. H. jhabvala, 
Pres. 

Copy with compliments to F. Potter \Y tlson, Secret,.'lry 
\Vorkers' Welfare League 162, Buckingham 

Palace Road, LONDON. 
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P. 2410 [P] [1]. 
BOMBAY MILL·WORKERS' UNION. 

Bombay, 231 d Septeml: 

MINUTES. 

A meeting of the members of the Managing Committee of 
the Bombay M11l \Vorkers' Union· was held on Sunday the 23rd 
September 1928 at JI a.m. in the office of the Umon s1tr:.ated at 
Shetye Buildmg, P01bavdi Pare!, Bombay, when Mr.,,Jhabv;llP, 
presided. 

The following members attended the meeting. 

I. Mr. S. H jhabvala. 
\ 
2. It Trimbakrao Keshavrae. 

3· , Keshav Lt1xman. 

4· " 
Vinayak Ganesh. 

5· , Krishna V1thal. 

6. " 
Kisan M ukund. 

7' ., R. C. Feris. 

BUSINESS 

The President explained that the resolution passed by the 
Managing Comm1ttee of the Bombay Mill Workers' Union was 
explamed to the Stnke Committee but the members of the Strike 
Committee ur.ammously requested that the remaining ba)ance of 
Rs. 6oo/· must also be given away to the stnkers takmg into consi· 
dration the depressing condition of the stnkers. 

The Managing Committee of the Bombay Mill Workers• 
Union thereupon re~olvcd that the balance of Rs. 6oo/· should also, 
be g1ven away after deductmg the charges of postage and telegram 
and Mr. Jhabvala was asked to pay the balance of Rs. 4080 o o to 
the Joint Mill Strike Committee. 

Sd/· S.H. Jhabvala. 
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I ' 

BOMBAy MILL-WORKERS~' UNION. . . 
> I ' 

THE BOMBAY TEXTILE \VORKERS' STRIKE 1928 • .. 
I I 

Joint M1ll Stnke Committee. 
I 

No. 261 Darnodar Thakersey, 
' ' 

Bombay 25th Septr. 1928. 

Received wfth thanks from Mr. Jhabvala out of the M'oskau 
Money the sum of Rs. Four Thousa~d arid eig'hty only-being the 
C()ntribution to the joint mill strike Committee. 

· Rs. 408o/·/·· I 

* 

To 

' 

Sd/- S.A. Parult~ker, 

alma stamp. 

Treasurer. 

Joint .Mill Stnke Committee. 

P. 2410 ·w [E]. 
Superscnption OJ:! the envelope. 

' . I 

Bombay Mill Workers Union Sbetye Building Poibavdi ? 

Parel, Bombay 12 {Indta) 

F. Potter Wilson, Esqr. 

Secretary, 

Workers' \Velfare League, 

162, Buckingham Palace Road 
I 

# 
• 

LONDON. 
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I p-· 231 o: [RJ-. 
' A certified copy of' an ~~try1n the photo' r~egi~t'er'. klept: by , 

, Photographer Henry Burgess relating to Exhs, P. 2410 (P) and 
P. 24IO (P) (E). 

Register no. • •• 57 

Serial No. •.. R 218 E. 

Pieces cut. •• 4 

Size of photo .... 7 

1928. ••• 15/10 

1928. ~ I l .... IS IO 

Addrec:;see ••• Potter Wilson. 

Pieces in ••. 4 

P. 2411 (P)·-'1-
C/o Mrs. E. de Burgh, 

't. ,,n ""',... ,.. 1 

A polio Chambers; 
• 

Dear Potter Wilson, 
Fort. Bombay. 

Enclosed find about article on the Bombay Mill ~trike that 
you may make use of m the press. Also a report of a deputation's 
meeting with the agent of the G.I.P. railway, he gave no satisfaction 
to the deputation as you will see, vigorous ag1tp.t10n is to be c.arned 
on, better organisation brought into being. • . 

There is shll much unrest amongst the mill workers, twq 
and three strikes a day. I am very busy so will close now with best 
w1shes. 

-..., 
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' Yours fraternally, 

Sd/- B'. F. Bradley. 



p S!t11 [2][1]. 
An article headed 11 Brief History, Bombay Mill Strike" 

(Lasting 6 months, April to October 1928) by B. F. Bradley, 
Member of Mill Strike committee. This was sent as an enclosure 
to "P. 24II (P). 

(Alread1 Printed Vide Exh. P. 3035). 

P. 2411 (P) (2l. 
An article headed" W o~kei Leads deputation to the Agent"~· 

(by one of the deputationists). 

(Already printed. Vide Exh. P. 653) . 
• 

p; 2411 [P E]. 
. \ 

Superscription on the envelope:-
, 

J. E. Potter Wi)son. 

W. W. L. 

162 Buckingham Palace Road 
London, S.W. I. 

P. 2411 [Rl 
A certified copy of an entry in the Photo register Kept by 
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Photographer Henry Burges~ rel~ting to photo copies at Exhts., 
P. 2411 (P), P._ 24II (P) (I), P. 24II (P) (2) and P. 2.p1 (P) (E). 

~ ' . 
Register No. • •• 59 

Serial No.'" •.. W 337 F 
' 

Pieces cut ..... 13 

Size of photo .. 7 

19!:8 •.• 3/12 

1928 ••• 3/1.2 

Addressee. .... \Vilson Potter. 

Pieces in ••• 1,3 

P. 2412 £PJ. 

Dear Mr. Potter-Wilson, 

Cfo Mrs. E. de Burgh, 

Apollo Chambers. 

Fort, Bombay. 
' 

Your no doubt would like to hear from me as to the termin• 
ation of the Textile Strike in Bombay. I should have written you 
before but owing to being so busy \vith the strike and also travelling 
on the G. I. P. and B. B. C. I. railways organising railway workers 
I have not had time. · 

Much misunderstanding has been created over\ the settle· 
ment, (x) by the Owners, (2) by Mr. N. M. Joshi and his people, 
both of these party's (sic) have and are carrying on dertain pro· 
paga'nda against us.. Also there is Mr. 5. H. Jhabw~la who is 
playing mischief through his Union although I have , advised him . ( 
other·w1se. 

Now as far as the settlement goes in my opinion it was the 
only way out, and further our position is still as strong now with 
the workers as it was during the strike. We are holding meetings 
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'and organising the workers in the Girni'Kamgar Union to wh"ch 
Mr. S A. Dange, is the General Secretary. The w~rkers are 
commg, to ~his u~wn for help m all things. \Vh1le Joshi and others 
cannot hold.a meeting in the Mdl area., 

The meeting that was held between the Joint Strike Com· 
mittee and the Mill owners went through the whole of the whole 
of the (sic) new Standardisation Scheme, and more or less agree· 
ment was ;trnved at on all points up to the question of weavers 
wages on 'this the owners showed that they were dete1 mined to 
have at least a 7!% cut on pre strike wages, we claimed that on 
this schetne it would be much more than 7i%, however here came 
the deadlock and we broke. 

I may ~ay that during this period the position of the wotkers 
was getting very desperate some of which had been on stnke for 
eight and nine months, however their solidarity was .osplendid, we 
were holding regular meetings at leave once per d~y. 

\ 

Then came the question of the Government stepping in. 
·Joshi and returned from S1mla and his position was settlement 

' at :my p;ice, but the workers were shll sohd behind us, and they 
were determined that the standardisation scheme should not be 
worked, even if a compromise, had been made with the weavers 
wages and the 7!% cut, they would have had the standard scheme, 
durmg this period we had produced the counter Standard scheme 
because as you know standard1sation was one of our seventeen 
demands. S. A Dange had done much to produce this scheme 

,by collecting evidence, etc, the wages of the scheme were 
bassed ( sic ) on pre·cut ~ages that is wages of before March 
1927 when general .cut )n wages was started, our scheme also 
included increases to lower paid workers such as sweepers etc, 
When this scheme was put up to the owners it was ridiculed by 
them, the whole burden of the1r agreement being competition, 
Japan especially. 

The next step was that of the government calling a meelxng 
o'f the owners, and strike com-nitt~e. The first point dtscussed 
was whefrer (sic) the owners would comprom1se on the 7!%, this 
they ~vould not do. Then came the question of the stnke bemg 
called off pending some committee of mqnire (sic), now my opimon 
of the poslti .... n was, that the position of the workers was desperate & 
that there would be a collapse wxthm a week or so, at the moment 
we lhat is those connected w1th the Bombay Girm Kamgar Union 

had the full confidence of the workers, this bemg so 1£ an organised 
resumption of work was to take place the posxhon would be easy 
for organisation. 

Probably the most imp~rtant factor of the struggle is the 
wonderful conscwusness that has been wakened among the workers, 
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this is m no stnall way due to the constant m::1ss meetings that 
'' were held. 

, I ' 

So after considerable d1scuss10n a basses (sic) 'fo~esump-
tlon of work was arrived at. The pomts were that for the time 
being the owners association as an association would thr w over
board their standardisation scheme, but in those mills wher it had 
been \vorked previous to the" .&tnke it should remain, now of \course 
this was the very thmg that the strike was bassed (sic) on, hdwever' 
looking at it frJm the point of view that if the strike fizzle\i out 
the standardisatiOn scheme would be thrust on to the whole ot\ t\le 
workers, were as no\v 1t w1ll only effect a few workers m tho~e 
mills r.amed by thzs argument the fall has not been so great. 

I \ 

Anyway it zs not a good settlement for the workers, and so 
the slogan that 1t 1s only a tru~k'! is ··used. The whole position at 

-~ I 
the moment is thrown on a Government Committee of three, their' 

( I 

points of reference bemg, the owners standard scheme and ours. 
also our }'J demands. 

. I have an idea that the owners wanted to avoid an inquiry. 
This we shall see, of course, the findmgs of the cbmmittee are not 
bmdmg on either sade and m my opm10n 1t does not matter what the 
government committee say the stronger mtll~owners will force th1s 
standard scheme on the assoc1at10n what ever happens. Sasson's 
and Fmdlay's groups wtll do th1s~ 

Since the men have gone back their has been victin:isation, 
and many ca"ies were (stc) ~wners are not standmg by the terms 
of settlement this is to be expected, but we are getting the11 to 
operate the terms, o·ne btg mtll has been shut down for three days 
about 5,00-' men out. Spnng Mlll. Now as far as organising is 
concerned, we are carrymg on a vtgo10us campaign to organise 
the'11 in the Guni K:tmgar Union. Seven centres hav~ been opened 
m the mill area and workers are flocking mto the Umon, it may be 
to lsic) early to say but I thmk the m~mbership must be much 
more already than that of Josht's umon and the influence of the 
G K. U ts practtcally 10,::)% Jo:,ht Is confined to one aiea, and 
Jhabvala a few members. 

\Ve are holdmg meetmg throughout the mill area and these 
are well attended the !;pint of the workers 1s sttll good. The 
slogan of preparat1o:.1 fot next May is being accepted by all; the 
unton has started a strike fu.1d of Re. I p~r head, th1s with the 

I 

subscnption of the u:-non ts bemg readly (stc) paid by the workers 
now, despttc thu fact that 1t is the first payment they have received 
for over s1x months 

An mteresting and important point is that this organisation 
of the \\orkers ts bemg greatly asMsted by the jobbers, the reason 
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£or this is that under the standardisation scheme the number of 
jobbers employed; will be !Considerably redY:ced, and their wages 
cut, although we ~re out'for'the abolition of the system of Jobbers 
I thmk at this juncture they must be used. 

I 

The union is organising the workers round a defimte 
progra~me of demands, and 1f organisation goes on as It i~ gomg 
in a s~ort bme a yery strong union will corre into bemg and the 
wdrk;rs w11l be prepared. 

j, 

.J If you w::mt tc) know any special points in response to Textile 
workers just ratse them and write me and I will reply, an audited 
s atement of expenditure (sic) from the Strike Comm1ttee ~ wlll be 

I I 

ent you shortly. 

······. ······ ...... . .... "' . ...... 
Although I am not working with Jhabvala in his m11l union, 

lam still working with him .orgamsing railway workers, the G I. P. 
Railwaymens Union is going strong, I often have to leave Bombay 
for a day or two and attend meetings up the line at places. 

The All India Railwaymens Federation that met at Simla 
has submitted a common programme (sic} of demands to the 
Railway Board, that is all, owing to weakness of leadership 
e.verything is left until the next meeting of the A. I R. F. which 
will take place the same time as the T. U. C. Meeting place will 
be Jharia~ mming area, the date was fixed for the middle of Nov. 
but there is talk of putting it' off unhll (sic) the middle of 
December. 

Anyway I hope to attend as a delegate, I shall go' from the 
G. I. P. Railwaymens Union, and shall be able to attend Federation 
as well as T. U. C , the question of the \V. W. L. will be dealt 
Wlth, 

Deputations will wait on the A gents of both the G. I. P. 
Railway, and B. B. C. I. early in November I hope to attend both 
these when demandf, grievances etc., will be dealt w1th . . 

I must close now, wtll write you again shortly. 
I 
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Best Wishes, 

Yours fraternally, 

B. F. Bradley. 



P. 2412(Pl <E ~ 
Superscription on the envelope:-

Mr. Potter Wilson, 

\V. W. L. of India. 

162 Buckingham Palace Road 

London.. 

(England) .. S. W. I. 

P. 2412 {R>. 
A certified copy of an entry in photo register Kept by 

Photographer Henry Burgess relating to photo copies at Exhts. 
and P. 2412 (P) and P '2412 (P) (E). 

Register No. 59· 

Serial No. T. 63 B. 

Pieces cut 9· 

Size of Photo 7· 

1928 IO/H, 

1928 I0/11. 

Addressee \Vllson .. 

Pieces in 9· 
- # 

Saraswati Machine Pnnting Preas, Meerut, U. P., Indm. 
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P. 2413 (P>. 

Dear Potter·Wilson, 

t· 
C/o Mr. SandVteU 

A ppollo Chambers, 

Fort Bo~bay. 

12/I/29· 

\ 

In your letter of Nov. 22·28 you asked for reports of the various 
conferences {hat were h.eJd. t ... h~J~tte,r:. e.n,d, of last year. I am enclosing 
reports of the A.I.T.U .. C~ •. & tli.' A'.I~R.F. l have had to draw thell) 
up in ·a hurry but will forward to yoq. full repprts wh.en they ar~ out. 
I only came back to Bomb~y from Calcutta this week .... I 
attended some o~ the m,e~tings of Jute Wo:-kers on Strike there. 
The position in Bombay is rather critical, several Mills are on strike 
and Ott wo'rkersl are sfiU ont.' Several incorrect reports have 
appeare.cl ii! the press about the different ccnferences, etc. I will 
try to correct these in the next mail, will send other reports 
too, mtist close now to catch mall. 

Best wishes, 

Yours fraternally, 

Sd/ B. F. Bradley 

P: 2413 <P> [11. 
. ~ 

An a1:ti.cle heo.ded "Meeting <)f the: A:llludi-a Raili'aymcil"r 
Federation, and General councd at Jharia, Dec. 17·18·19 1928 .. 

, (V1de Exh. P. 2416 (P) (4} ). 
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P. 2413. [Pl (2) • . 
An article headed "]haria Session, All India Trade Union 

Congress". 
(Vide Exh. P. 650). 
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A certified copy of an entry in a photo Register kept by 
Photographer Henry Burgess relating to Photo copies at Exhts. 
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Dear Potter Wilson, 

.. • Potter Wilson. 

••. 14 

p. 2414 [fl]. 
l 

C/o Mr. E. de Burgh 

Apollo Chambers 
' 

Fort Bombay._ 

I was pleased to receive your letter last mail. I a.m writing 
this in haste as I am leavtng to·night for Jharia, T. U. C. and 
Calcutta. The things you ask. for in your letter I will try and get 

.. when I come back to Bombay • . 
There was a serious clash this week between the Mill hands 

and Police, a fau report appears in the N. Herald. 

I will let you have more detail later. Will close now with 
much hope for the many Congresses I have got to attend. 

Best Wishes, 

. Yours fraternally, 

Sd/ B. F. Bradley, 

-:o:-

P. 2414 [p] [El. 
Snrencription on the envelope:-

J. E. Potter Wilson. 

W. W. L. 
l62 Buckingham Palace Road 

London 
S. W. I. 

3 



P. 2414 (R). I 

A certified copy o{ an entry m a photo register kept by photo• 
grapher Henry Burgess relatmg to photo copies at Ex.hts. P. 2414 

(P) and P 2414 (P) (E). 

Register no.-

Serial no. 

Plices eut 

Size of photo. 

1929 

7929 

Addr~ssee . ' 

Pieces in 

Dear Potter-W 1lso:O, 
' 

·-· 00 

••. X 8o8 K. 

•• • :l 

.. 7 

7/1 

.. 7/l 

•.. Potter Wilson J. 

•• 2. 

p. 2415 [PJ. 
C/o Mr. Sandwell, 

Apollo Chambers, 

Fort, Bombay. 

19-1·29. 

. Just a lme to let you ktiow how things are ~re. 1 have 
been away from Bombay for about three weeks to Calcutta ana 
other"places attend1n'g t&e many Congresses and Conferences thai 
were hel~ atr the end of last year and only returned la.st week. 

4< 

As regards the r~pbrts1 of some of the conferences, I have sent 
t 

.under separate cover" reports of the A I. Rallwaymen's Federatwn, 
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!'. U. Co!lgress, and W. and P. Party Conference. I hope yoll m
cei ve them safely. 

. ~ 

Now as far as a report of the National Congress is concerned 
I have not had time to dot down a connected report, however I 
w11l get a. report for your and make some prints. As you know the 
Independence amendment was dropped by J. Nehru and S. S. 
Iyengar and then revived by Subh~ Chandra Bose and S. Satymurti 
at the last minute. 

R S. Nunbkar had an amendment down in his name which 
should have been the main amendment, but with the stage manag
ing of Pandit M. Nehru the Sub has Bose amendment took first ~ 

place although handed in at the last moment, and attempts were· 
made to gag. · 

For days in the subjects committee and out of it the leaders 
like Gandhi, M. Nehru, Dr. Ansari, S. S. Iyengar, Subhas Bose, 
'etc. were manamvring and manipulatmg on the question of inde
pe~tdence, vs. D. Status. When the resolution was put in the open 
Congress long speeches were made for the resolution, then the gag 
was apphed. It was only because of Ghandi's personal influence 
that the resolution was earned. I have never seen so much op-
portunism shown amongst leaders before. · 

Now about Bombay, the position here is very uncertain. 
The Ollworkers ha.ve been on strike now for about six weeks, 
and have become exasperated by the use of Pethans by the em· 
ployers. :. ) 

The Mlll enquiry committee will start summing up on 
Monday 21st, the Mdl worker's are very mihtant., The Girni 
Kamgar U mon has been able to enrol over 60,000 members and has 
bn1lt a fund of much over Rs. 50,000 since the stnke. · 

Enclosed find some snaps taken at Oalcuttas, they may not be 
much use anyway, if they are you can use them. I have not yet 
ha.u t1me to get those photos you asked for in your last letter, I wlll 
see to this. 

I must close now to catch the mail·will write again next. 
Best wishes, 

~c 

5 

Yours fraternally, 

{Sd). B. F. Bradlef~ 
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Dear Potter· W 1lson, 

• I am enclosmg herewith brtef reports of the A.I.T.U.C., and 
tde A.t.R. F adera.t10n. 'l'hese reports you asked for 1n your letter ol, 
Nov. 22nd. Our group worked well at both the Federation and ~Con
gress, but as you wlll see by press reports and enclosed report we did 
not have an easy passage. The question of the workers' W elfa.re 
League was V tgorously opposed by Dewan Ohamanlal, he told me 
that he had been abused by certain people 1n London, and d1d not 
see the use of anybody representmg the A. I: T. U. C. there .. In· 
ternat10nal a:flihation question came in for a good :fight liere. 
Chamanla.l :figured again. A very unporta.nt point worth drawmg 
attention to was the fact that two large unions affiliated to the 
T. U. c. had placed resolutions on the agenda of the T~ U. C. call
ing for affiliation to the R. I. L. U. and no organisation had placed 
any resolution calhng for affihation to the I. -F. T. U. The •ques
tiOn of the I. F. T. U. was raised on a. letter from the I. F. X. U. 
itself, the matter of interna.'tional affiliation wllf remain a.s last year 
unt1l umty has been achieved. 

As yon know by now the arrest of F. W. Johnstone caused a 
bit of a sensation, and the T. U. C. was affiliated to the League 
agamst Imperialism. 

. 
Generally speaking I think the Indian press boycotted the 

T. U. C. and very scant reports appeared, I might add that I was 
elected on the E. C. of the T. U. C. 

(. 

' ,. • I will draw to a. close as I am wnting under cover and send· 
: ing some photos taken tn Calcutta. 

. 
Best wishes, 

Yours fraternally, 

(Sd.) B. F. Bradley • 
• 

P 8.-The T. U. C. report enclosed was written by me for 
the press, it ma.y read strange, that is the reason. 

B. F. B. 



p. 2416 [p] [11. 
An artic\e headed "Jharia Session, A11 Ind1a Trade 11 nion 

CDngress.'' 
.. 

~ ' ' (V1de Exb1bit P. 650). 

P. 2416 <P> <2J. 
An article headed "Second Day Proceedmgs, All Ind1a. 

Trade Union Congress, Jharia, '19th December 1928. 

(V1de Exh1b1t P. 650). 

P. 2416 [P] [3J. 
An article headed-Third Days' Prooeedmgs, All India Trade 

I 

Umon Congress Jharia, 20th DeceJDber 1928. 
I 

P. 2416 <P> <4>. 
·' MEETING OF THE ALL INDIA RAIJ.JWAYMEN'B 

. FEDERATION AND GENERAL COUNCIL AT JHARIA. 
I 

Dec. lith: 18th. 19th. 1928. 

The A.I.R.F. meet at Jhana. on the 17th under the Piesident
, shlp of Rat Saheb Chandnka Prasad, V. V. G1n as Gen Secretary. 
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The council meeting of the ab1ve Fedf'tation took place at 10 P. ~I •. 
representatives from the followmg Ra.tlway Umons were present. 
B. N. R, B B & C. I, G. I P, E. B R, N. G. S, E. I. R. The 
representattveB of the G.I.P. R:ulwaymens' Union on the CounCil•of 
the Federation were K N Joglek1r, D B Kulkarni, B. F. Bradley, 
V S. Punde. The first item to be dealt With was the acceptance of 
"' rt 

1 
'd the Gen Secretary's Report for the year, the ""epo enc ose Report pomted out that there are 14 well-orgamsed 

Umons, it IS regretable that no mentwn of Amalgamat10n was 
ma.de, th1s Is a matter that must receive the attentwn of· 
the Gen. Council. A reVIew of the strikes that ·have ta'k:en 
pla.ce durmg the past twelve months was given. The Report and 
J3alance Sheet was adopted, Then the most Important item of the 
All India Railwaymen's demand was taken. The Gen. Secretary 
stated that he had JUst received a letter from the Radway Board 
acknowledgmg receipt of demands sent to them m September, and It 
was qmte appateht that there had been defimte delay by the Railway 
Board on this matter a J,esolutwn was moved by D. B. Kulkarm, 
seconded by K. N. Joglekar, G. I. P. supported by B. F. Bradley 
G I. P. Sfnbnath BannarJee, E. I. R , Marcell ;Fernandes, B. B & 
C I. as follows -

• Resolution. -
This meetmg of the All India Radwaymen's Federation con· 

Siders that suffiCient t1me has been g1ven to the Railway Board to 
reply to the demands of the Rallwaymen placed before them m Sep
tember last and smce no clear reply bas yet been received the Railway 
Board has been dehberately delaymg the reply. This meetmg there
fore cons1ders that a t1me hm1t should be fixed and that the Rallway 
Board should reply by the 15th. Feb 1929. The General Council of 
the FederatiOn should meet on the 16th Feb. and faihng a. sat1s- ' 
factory reply from the Board a compa1gn for duect action be resolved· 
upon and on a fixed date a ,Gene~al Stnke of all railways be decla~ed. 

Between now and the 16th Feb. the following programme 
should be carried out.-

I. V1gorous campaign for 100% organisatiOn on the demands. 

li Committees set up at all centres to operate Stnke. 

III. Centrahsmg Committee of all Stnke Committees. 

IV. Common Fund for Stnke. 

V. All Ind1a Ratlwaymen's Paper. 

The ResolutiOn was opposed by V. V. Gn1, S. C. Josh1, and 
others An amendment was moved on the hnes that a deputatiOn 
ilhould wa1t on the Ra1lway Board, and no act10n should be taken 

9 
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. 
u:ut1l this course had been aioptej and. a. reply recetved, after much 
d1scussion the CounCil adJOurned. 

The FederatiOn meet m the evening in the questiOn of actwn 
on the demands was further dtscussed the ResolutiOn was defeated 
by a small majonty, :tnd a. poh,cy of no act10u and w:ut and see w~i 
adop~ed by the Federation . 

. 
Other Resolutions passed by the Federation, were sympathy wtth 

the,demands of the G. I. P. Railwaymen's Umon, and a Resolutwn, 
that m the event of a strike on the G. I. P. Railway, ra1lwaymen on 
other hues should not do G. I P. work or pick up G I P. work at ' 
hnkmg stat1ons. Th1s was earned. So also were resolutions of 
sympathy with the S. I. Rail way worke;s a.ud condemnatwn of the 
Trade's D1spute Btll, Etc. 

j Office bearer's were then elected as 1ollows . N. :u J osh1 was 
I 

elected as J;res1dent of the All I. R. F, for the forth-commmg year. 
"V. V. Gin, as Gen. Secretary, S H Jhal!vala, Org. Secretary, B. F. 
Bradley, R. S. Chandnka l?xasa,d, E. K1rk, as VICe President. 

Thus the sess1on closed. 

---o.---

P. 2416 <P> <5>. 
Administration Report for 1927·28 • 

. PRESS REPORT 
A.I.R.F. . 

ISSUED BY MR. V. V .. GIRl GENERAL SECRETARY 

BERHAMPORE "'[CAN JAM] NO.6 

HEAD OFFICE CALCUTTA-INDIA 

The All·lndm Rallwaymen's Federation has compleced the 
f·ourth year of 1ts extstence and has entered upon the fifth. Although 
the work to its cred1t nas not been of an overwhelmmg char~ctet, 
neverthdess 1t has JU:ittfi:!d 1ts exhistence ::~.s a body representmg 
thousands of Radwaymen in lndta. Today 1t can be said that 1t 1s 

the representatives of ab mt 14 well·orgam-.ed Ra1lway Un10ns 
including the N. G. S Railway Employees U man, wh1ch has be~n 



recently affiliated to the Federation. Even the Government of India•$ 
Representative at the xoth Intern1tional Labour Conference of the 
League of Nations had to copcede the potency of 'this Body. The 
Government of India, during the year <iiscu~sed matters of grave 
importance with the Representatives of the Federation. Time was 
when some Unions in India were sceptical both as regards the efficiency 
and the necessity of the formation of an All· India Body such as this~ 
But it is a matter now for gratification that all the wel .. ·organisd 
Rallway U ions in British India and even in Indian States have 
realised the importance of the Federation espectally at the critical 
timec; o£ great Railway disputes. lnspite of the limited funds coming 
ac; affiliation fees from only tJ Unions, it is a matter for congratu· 
lation that the Federation has been able to put forth good work. 
The Federation has passed its stage o£ infancy, and bas established 
a permanent existence and has an abiding place in the hearts 9f 
Railway workers in Incha. 

I .. 
It may be of some interest to descyibe the· work done by the 

Federation durmg the year under review. \Vhen the Fourth Session ... 
of the All-India Ra1lwaymen's Convention met at Cawn:pore ;ander 
the prestdentship of Mr. V. V. Giri in November 1927, one of th,e 
biggest affiliated Unions of the Federation, the Bengal ·Nagpur 
Rallway'Indian Labour Union, was in the throes of an industrial 
dispute invQlving more than ten thousand men and at such a critical 
&ituation, the Federation came to the help of the Union and was 
responsible for negotiations with the Government of India which, 
impressed by the wonderful sohdarity of the workers and the justness 
of their demands initiated r;ettlement of the dispute through the 
Federation. The settlement arrived a.t was as follows:-

1. Promise of no 6/oc retrenchment in future. 
2. Payment of full wages to all workers for the period of 

Lock·out of nearly four·months. 

3 Constitution of an Employment Bureau with a Labour · 
Unton representative on it 'to give priority of engagement 
to retrenched workers in future vacancies • . 

4· Institution of a Government Enquiry conducted by Mess,s 
Rogers and Jerrad to investigate cases of victimisation 'in 
effecting retrenchment and to recommena any spec1al con· 
cessions for any of the retrenched, on ·the ground of 
destttution or special hardship; Labour Umon represen· 
tat1ves bemg allowed to present any evidence relevant to 
tne subjrct matter of the enquiry. 

A 671 A X 

5· Payment of full wages for the retrenched men, recom· 
mended by Rogersjcrrad EnqUtry Committee ·for 
reinstatement. 
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F.I.Ry 

Soon after the settlement of the B. N. Ry dispute after a 

bold stand for more than 100 days by more than ten thousand 
workers against unJUSt retrenchment policy, on sth March 1928, 
the E. I. Ry Workers at L1llooah found themselves engaged m a 
serious d1spute W\th the E. I. Ry.~ management who had been conti· 
nuously tgnoring the unJust workmg conditions of the men. A 
Lock·out of the workshop was declared by the Agent on 7·3-1928 

p.nd lasted up to 1oth july 1928. The men under the Leadership 
of Mr K. C. Mitra displayed a wonderful spuit of patience, non
viOlence and obedience to the union's mandate on which alone thej 
.resumed work after a contmued struggle of more than 4 months. 

t. The General Secretary of the Federation and Mr. A. N. Bos-e 
' vistted Lillooah to study the s1tuatton and appealed for Pubhc help. 

B. I. Ry 

In the wake of E. I Ry. struggle S. I. Ry. workers were 
. faced w1th a Similar stt~ation as the B N. Ry. men by the intra· 

duchon of retrenchment measures. The Union's negotiation having 
broken down as a result of refusal of the Agent to place the 

iquestion of absorption of surplus men in normal vacancies after 
securmg resignations and the lockout pay of the workshop men at 

'-Golden Rock. Negapatam and Podanur for arbitrat!on, a strike 
t 

was declared on 28th July ~nd almost all the low patd staff Joined 
':the str1ke but unfortunately acts of violence by whomsoever Com .. 
' m1tted reo:;ulting in loss and enjury to hfe and property were com
, mitted so that the Executive of the U man recalled the strike. 

1\1ost of the Leaders were arr·ested and are shU undergoing tnal. 
It was in thts state of affatrs that the Federation convened a meet
ing of the General Council at Madras to take stock of the situation 
& devise necessary measure to remedy the unredressed gnevances 
of the Ra1lway men. On sth August 1928, the General Councll 
of the Federa.tlon met at Madras and resolved that a programme 
of common dem-ands of all the Raihvaymen should be prepared so 
that every Railwayman in India should put up a common fight on 
the lines of the programme. The Counctl also deputed Messrs 
Joshi and Gtn to study the S. I. Ry situation at Negapatam and 
Tnchmopoly. When they VISited Nagapatam. they were &erved 
with orders under Sections 144 to quit Negapatam and they were 
not allowed to dddress any meetmgs and therefore they were 
compelled to raturn back and could not help m easmg the situatlOn. 
It is however note-worthy that Madras Government through the 
Distncl Magistrate have themselves admttted that the orders were 
unJustifiable, therefore they were w1thdrawn although too late. 

COMMON DEMANDS FORMULATED 

As resolved by the General Council at Madras, the Sub· 
Committee drew up a memorandum of common demands of the 
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Railwaymen and presented the memo_randum to the Council which 
mel at Simla on 12th September 1928 to consider the same. The 
Memorandum drawn up was approved and taken as the basis for a 
umted stand agamst tbe common employer namely the State, for 
securing the redressal of unjust workmg conditions. It 1s' expected 
that the Honourable the eomtnerece and Railway member will rece1ve 
a deputMiotl of the A. I. R. F. . \ 

N. G. S. Ry. STRIKE. 

The Genetal Council also offered its sympathy and sttppor 
to the men on theN. G. S. Ry. where another big industnal dispute! 
occurred between the workers ~nd their management who were 
asked to favourabley consider the demands, which will be found 
later in the ttotificatlon issued by the Agent of N. G, S. Ry. & S1i; 
Hydari dated :toth September. · 

' 

The dispute which began on I 6th August 1928 showed no sign~ • 
of abatement as Trade Umonsm was a new affair both t;.) the emplo:· 
yer and the employees in the Hydarabad State. The Raihv~ymet;~ 

appealed to the General Secretary of the Federation to help the 
v.orkers in the1r crisis. In response to this appeal V.V. Giri, the 
General Secretary of the Federation accompanied by Mr. W.V.R. 
Naidu went to Hyderabad where he stayed for nearly two weeks, 
helif series of confetences with th'e H. E. H. Nizam's Governme~t, 
the Hon'ble Resident al'ld the' Agent. N, G. S. Ry' and brought 
abcn'lt a rsettlement. In fact th:e Agent o£ the Rail way on the &cc:t· 

sion of the reeall of the dispufe, attend'ed fhe Annual Gener~l 
Meeting o£ the Union presided by Mr. V. V. Giri and addressed 
the workers thet!e fn most conciliatory terms appe~ling the men for 
m·utual forgiv~ness~ Tlfe. foll'owit1g is the feport of the settlemetib, 
as offic1aly commnnicaeed to the: Fed'edtt16n by Sir Akbar H yda:ri 
on behalf of H E Hi. Nizam's Government and: Mr. Rosenthnll 
dn behalf of theN. G S. Ry. Admtnistrafion. 

The following communique, has been issued by Mr. :Nr. 
Fathaulla Khan, President, N·. G. S. RaHway Union, with regard 
to the settlement of the N. G. S. Railway Strikes:-

, 

After a series of conferences mith Mr. V. V. Giri General 
Secretary, All India Railwaymcn's Federation on behalf of the 
Umon, and S.r Akbar Hydari, 1epresenting H. E H. the Nizam's 
Government as a result' thereto at the final deputatiOn on Saturday 
the 5th October 1928 at x:z noon in the Fmance Office, the followmg 
mintttes were drafted and signed by the repre:,entatives of the 
parties:-

A deputation of the N. G. S. Ra1lway Union headed by 
Messrs. V. V. Giri, General Secretary, All Indm Rnilwaymen's 
Federation on behalf of the N G. S. Railway Employees' Unxon, 
consisting of Mr. W. V. R. Naidu. Mr. Fathaulla Khan and Mr. 
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Kulasekharam Mudiliar, waited on Str Akb:u HydJri, Finance 
and Railway member and Official Dtrector,N. G' S. R·dlway B~ard 
and Mr R)senthal Agent, N. G S. Rallway at the Fman:e Office 
on Satutday, the 6th October 1928 at 12·3;, p m. Khan Bahadur 
Alladm was also present. 

I 

~. Durmg the course of the discussion of the present stnke 
situatlon Mr. Rosenthal snggested that the men should join the 
workers immediately and he assured the deputa.tionists that there 
shoqld be no vicbmtsation and that they would be treated wtth 
every sympathetic consideration. Sir Akbar Hydary assured also 
the deputation if the men Joined duty. as advised by Mr. Rosenthal, 
he (Su Akbar Hydan) ,would,stand by the not1ficat10n issued under 
his signature and that of Mr. Rosenthal dated the 1oth September 
1928 Mr. Giri while agreeing with the suggestions of S1r Akbar 
Hydan and Mr. Rosenthal requested the Ag. Agent to grant official 
recognition of the Union and grant all reasonable facilities for orga
msallon and representation o£ gnevances on stmllar hnes as are 
granted on other railway syste111s in India. Mr Rosenthal replymg 
t:> Mr. Giri's request slated that he had no obJection to grant 
recognition and afford fac1lities as and so long-as the Union was 
organised and conducted on con!;Itutwnal lines m accordance with 
~ules framed with mutual approval. 

Mr. G1ri then thanked Sir Akber Hydari and the Ag. Agent 
:Mr. Rosenthal for theu sympathy on behalf of the deputatwmsts and 
mv1ted ,them to attend the annual General M:eetmg of the Umon 
wh10h will be held on the 7th October. Su Akbar Hydan sa1d that 
he w1shed the meetmg every success and would have been glad to 
have attended It but he thought that he would better serve tbe 
obJects whtch all had at heart rl he left ~{r. Gtri and the rallway 
employees .and Mr. Rosenthal to meet together without any th1rd 
party bemg present. His office had been to brmg them together and 
he hoped that henceforth he would be functu.s officw It w~as bette1 If 
he left them to come mto direct touch w1th each other without fur
ther mediatiOn on his part. Mr. Rosenthal sa1d "'ihat he would be 
glad to accept the invitation and attend the meeting at 6 p m. ' . . . 

Copy of the mmutes to be communicated to Mr. V. V. Gnt, 
G~ncral Secretary, All-Indta Railwaymen's Fed~ration and tbe Presi
dent of theN. G. 8. Railway Employee's Union Secunderabad. 

(Sd) A. HYDAIU, 

Nawaz Jung. 

Fmance R1alway Member. 

\Bd.) F. M. B. ROSENATHAL 

Ag Agent. N. G. S. Rly. 
' 

(Sd.) V. V. GIRl. 
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General Secretary, All India. 

Rallwaymen's Federation. 

M. FATHAULLA KHAN. -
Ag. President N. G. S. Rly. 

Employee U mon. 

(Sd.) W. V. R. NAIDU. 1 
\ 

Representative, All India. 

Rallwaymen's Federation. 

(Sd.) T.V. Kulasekaram, 

General Secretary. N. G. S. Rly. 

Employees' Union. 

The notliication dated lOth September 1928 issued under the 
~uO'natures of S1r Akbar Hydart, Offi.c1al' D1rector and Mr. F. M. B. 

0 

Rosenthal, A_g. Agent 1s as follows pubhshed for the mformation of( 
pubhc as well as the employees on the hne• as tt forms an . important, 
part of the negotiations:-

1 
• _ 

' 
The Loc~motive and Carnage workmen through certain of 

their duly accred1ted representatives presented m the Fmance Offic~ 
through the Kotwal Saheb a. list of therr gnevancea as follows:-. . 

1. · The wages should be m B .. G. Currency. 

2. The Suburban Loco trams should run free of charge. 

3. All wages for the, strike period should be given. ~ 

4, One month's privilege leave and 15 days' casual leave and 
a.ll gazetted. hahdays should be allowed to all men,. 

I 

5. Ho~r system and grade system should be removed. 

6. Previous service, bonus, gratuity, etc., should not be for-
feited. ,... 

7· No v1ctimising. 

Of these Nos. 6 and 7 were conceded by th~ Agent on the 
lOth September and 5th October. I 

I' ' 

In due fulfilment of the abo~e terms of settlement of 8th 
October 28 the followmg was announc3d, by -tb~ N. G. S. Rly: 
:Management. ~ 

1. Payment of 15 days wages as advance to be recovered in 
instalments. 

2. W orkmens Free Train Service. 

3. 15 d:tys Hohdays w1th pay to workmen. 
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4. Increases m 'the pay of Wheel, Tappers, lifters, Greasers, 
sem1-sk!lled and unsk1lled labour. 

5 Promtse of early rev1s10n of grades. 

6. Eemoval of some mmor d1sabll1t1es. 

7· Acceptance.of representatiOn's submitted by the Employees' 

Umon. 
' 

T~~ FEDERATION AND THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Though the Feder~tion has no duect representat1on 1n the 
Assem'Q.ly, m Qrder to create mterest m the mmds of the members 
of the Assembly, and the Govenment In the affairs concernmg 
the mtetest of the Ra1lway workers, it has been the policy 
of the Federatwn: to hold. the msetmg-s of the General Counml 
~t t:P.e tune and pl~ces where the Assembly 1s m sess1on. Two 
Qf the three m,eet~:ugs of the Gone;:al Counml held during 
~he yea:t;: were Qouvc;;ul.ed ~t, Delh1 ao,d Snnla when the Assembly 
was in full sesswn. The .resulti of thii). has been the members 
were fully aoquamted w1th all facts concermng the cond1twns 
of sevvices- of R·ulw.1ymen m Indta and th1s helped 'not a httle 
the1r cause. In this connect10n an<\ w1th reg11rd: to the other work 
on ·behalf of the Federatwn during the firstt hal£ of the year the 
Honorary serv10es render~d by Dr., W. L. Row~!. A., B. S. C are 
acknowledged. 

FINANCES. 

It is unfortunate that no Aud1t Report of the Accounts of the 
jJ;<tVlQ}l~.:y;eJJ.~ <wuld be1 presented by the Federa.twn as Mr Mukunda. 
Lal Sucar for reasons, best.known to hunself did not subnnt the 
account:; of the Federat1on and therefore the aud1t report. (v1de appen~ 
d~:x. A ) cab. Only speak of the momes d1sbursed 'by the FederatiOn 
dunng ~he year up.de:t: relVeyv. Inspite, of the slender finance of the 
Federat1on much work could be done and 1t 1s not out of place to 
mentw.n the valuable help rendered by Pand1t Kashmath Muttu, 
General Secretary of Bengal Nagpur Railway Ind1an Labour Umon 
for, sparmg all the pa1d staff whenever reqmred dunng the year. It 
must be clear that unless funds are forthcomlDg to an adequate 
ex.tent from the'affihated Umons as resolved at the Gene1al Counc1l at 
Madras the l!1ederatwn cannot sat1sfactonly undertake the huge bur
den 1mposed upon 1t by the programme of common demands chalked. 
out by the Counml at Snnlct~. 
WOHK BEFORE US. 

It 1s a matter of common knowledge that the Gove1nment 
have not so. far taken any satisfactory actwn to inqmre mto the 
gnevances of the Ra1lwaymen. The Federatwn has been ag1tatmg 
all these years only m v1an. The Immediate future 1s gloomy 
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t I ) 1 .. .,. J t ..) j::- .::.. • .. tl lJI .:. ..,J 

There is a tendency to mak~ -further. onslaughts on , the working 
cond1blons of Railwaymen'in.;respect: oi Hourer of works secur1ty 
of tenure and the wages. : Tha Trade Disputes -B1ll 1s further 
destgtted -to crush Railway D1sputets:withtmt bettering the workmg 
condthons of tha .men.. There 1s no donbt that future disputes 
on the Indran Rallwa.ys will ~·be waged mamly on the- questwns 
of retrenchment, lseoonty, '.Of. .tenure,, Minimutn , wages Hours of 
work and Ramal Dtscrimination. The only way in whiCh we may 
hope to seek redress by effect1ve orgamsat10n. 

, 
.; ::; While 1there is need· for t'oo/j orga~i'sation of all' Railways, it 

must not be forgotten that the financial help which the affiliated Unions 
t::e~e able to receive at the times of industrial trisis was mo!Stly 
from foreign sources for·all of whom the Federation is very· thankful; 
and it tis regrettable that the Federation by itself could not heip' 
v..ery t¥1UCh the Rallwaymen in distress. This is a fact which ought 
to engage the seriOus attention of the Untons, ;who ought no longer 
dealy in countributmg fo: a b1g reserve fund. 

I" ,, 

As it is, the Federation's Annual inct>me is not sufficient to 
maintam any regular paid staff for the office. J The work'•of'the 
Federation has increased so much that regular estabhshment is. 
an immediate necessity. Federation mu~t maintain ·at lea!:lt fourt 
organisers to tour d1ffierent parts·of the country frequently to aid 
the Umons to organise themselves & be prepared for common action 
at all times. -The memorandum of the F edera:tion must be the 
basts for further constitutional agitation and in every station of 
every Railway m India the common programme of work must be 
dinned into the ears of the etrployees., 

I 

All this requires men and munitions and it is the duty of the 
afiliated Unions to take immediate action and satisfy the immediate 
requirements for successfully carrying out the great work before us. 

\ 

Of these No. 9 the previous service bonus,''gratuity,ctc. Should 
not be forfeited and No. 7 that there should be no victimisation, 
were at once agreed to by the Agent, and the necessary assurance 
commumcated by a notice. r .\. , 

\ 

It is also necessary to point out that the Federation's Press 
Report wh1ch 1s bemg Issued from' time to t1me· shcndd be pubhshed 
regularly to keep the affiliated- Unions and foreign1 orgamsat10n. 1n 

touch w1th the progress made by our comrade~ on different Railways. 
The uncertam fi.nanc1al pos1hon has precluded reg~Iar publicatiOn 
bu.tr are long 1t 1s hoped that the. Federation Pre sf Reports w1ll 
sq,tlsfy the needs of the Railwaymen in India in t~e same way as 
the .International Transport Workers F ederatton Press Report does 
on an International scale. ' 

Before concluding, ' it lS our duty to cxprgess our gratefuii 
thanks to the Internatlonal Transport Workers F~deration to \'\ h1ch . 
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All India Railwaymen's Federation is affiliated, for the wonderful 
financial help and adv1ce rendered un~t~rtingly on every critical 
occasion with which the Federation• was faced in the recent 
Ra1l way dtsputes. We are on the eve of a great struggle and it is 
hoped that w1th the inspiration and sympathy from the International 
Labour organisation and with JUStice behind us, the coming year 
will, it is hoped, witness wonderfull achievements of the Railway
men·through help of the All-India Railwaymen's Federation. 

A. I. Railway Federation. 

BALANCE SHEET FOR THE YEAR ENDING 1927. 

Opening Balance on } Establishment S···O·O 
' I·I•27 as per last 1,403-6-o Postage and Tele· 
balance Sheet. ' grams 23···0·0 

Affiliatton fees from } Travelling and Con• 
B. B. &. C. I. Emp· so·o 0 veyance 129···9·6 
loyees U niop.s 

' 
Charges General 3•I 2•0 

B. N. Ry~ ·Strike Telegraphic address 
Relief Act 2,936-5•7 Post 10·••0•0 

Affiliation fees from Books, Magazine & 
B. N. Ry Indtan } Printmg " 232•10·0 
Labour Union 200·0·0 Stationary 20···8-o 

Telephone Rentals 
4,589·II-7 and calls 32•.2·I,Z 

B. N. Ry. I. L. } 
Union Kharagpur 
for relief to strikers 
in March 2,936•5•7 

31·12-~7 To Balance 684·11·7 _ Contingencis 12···0·0 
B N. Ry. I.L. } 
U mon for Relief in 
November 500-0·0 

Closing Balance on } 
3 I·I2·27 684-II·?' 

--
All India Railway Federation. 

BLANCE SHEETjFOR THE YEAR 1918, 

Receir::ts Expenditure. 

Balance brought Stationery Rs. 187·1·3 
forward from last Printing charges 172•0-0 
year .......... Rs.. 684•1 1·7 Contingencies 10·15·0 
Advance from General Charges I86·rs-o 
B. N. R. I. L U. 400·14·0 Telegrams 143·1 2·0 
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Affiliation fees from } 
~~ 

Postage 
G. 1.' P. workmen's. Relief toN G. S. 
Umon • f 

Ry. worker 200-··-o-o 
do. B.B. & C. I .. R. Typewriting 
Employees U 150---o-o charges 
do. G. P Staff Union. 200·0-0 Advance suspense 
do. E. I. Ry. Union Travelling & 
Mordabad. Io-·-o·o Conveyance 
do. N. G. S R. Rent for office 
Employees Umon IOO·O·O Estabhshment 
Rehef from I. F. W.} Loan Returned to 

} E. -\.msterdam. 667•12·0 B. N. Ry. I. L. 
Affiliation fees from I 50·0·0 Union. 
M. S. M. Ry. Em· Money order 
ployees U mon. so·o-o 

. . commlSSlon 
do. B. N. Ry. I. L 
Union 26/27 200·0·0 
do do 1927/28 100·0·0 By cash 
do do do IOO·O·O 
do do 1928/29 140•7•0 
•do do do 20•0•0 

Total 3023•13•0 
on 9·12·28 To Balance 5 18·9·7 

Bharti Press Berhampore. 

P. 2416 [P] LE]. 
I 

Superscript1on on the envelope: 

Mr. J. E. Potter Wilson. 

W. W. League. 

162 Buckingham Palace Road 

London S. W. I . 

29·4-0 

350·0·0 

7-0-0 
ss-o-o 

S83-I4•3 
4s-o·o 

300·0·0 

400•14·0 

. 3·8-o 

2505·3·6 
518•9•7 

• NoTE:-The above address has been Scored through ttnd the 
followmg has been substituted. 

79 Warren St. WI. 
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Su~e of Photo. 7 

1929. 2/2 
J '"' ·' 4/2 1929. 

Ad'dressee. Potter W llson. 

Pieces in 19. 

P 2417. [PJ. 
2/2/29. 

I 
Dear Potter-WIlson, 

C/o Mr. Sandwell, 

Apollo Chambers, 

Fort BoMnAY 

I was pleased to get a Iett,er from the I..aeague last mall and to 
know you had received the short report on the mill stnke. I have 
noted from certam quarters particular critiClsm' as to the conduct 
and terminatwn of the stnke, ~n t~e ro'tm this cnt1msm 1s based on - '~ ~-
lack of understanding of the true posit10n here. 

l \ j , 

Tl:re Mlll Enqmre Committee 1s still s1tting a.nd Will not :fimsh 
for another two-or.three w~eks But the most 1mp01tant thmg 1s the 
moral ~f t~e_¥up, ~orker .. s 

1
ls mtao~, further they ar~ w1th the Gum 

Kamgar Un10n of whwp l have spoken to you about We have 
"" .J .. .;. '""" J -

orgamsed on hues and got the support of the workets to such an 
extent that even N. M. J osb1 told me he thought to be 1mposs1ble, 
wtll over 60,000 membersh1p and a big fightmg fund You say m 
your letter the pos1t10n 1s un~lea~; that may be and 1t would ta.ke 
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much pen s,nd paper to m1.ke it clear, but I can assure you that the 
best is being done m relation to t~e situation. 

Attacks from all s1des on the Union ha.ve been made through 
qaestions sach a.s 'Cast, communal a,nd so on but ~they ha.ve all 
failed. 

I sent you last ma1l reports of the Jharia. T. U.C. and A. I. R. 
Federatwn, also a rcpor~ of tile W. & P.P. Conference, I hope you 
have reoe1ved the same by now. 

TheW. & P.P. Bombay stood four candidates for the Munici
pal Electwns, tb1s 1s the first tlm3 this has been done, if you refer to 
the papers you w1ll see they polled well and but for the fact that a. btg 
percentage of th~ workers who were entitled to a. vote not bemg 
registered, they would have got in. 

However they created a good impression and were responsible 
gettmg the workers to take mterest m the affair, at the same time 
f>Omtmg out what the corporatiOn as a. body really 1s. 

The Assembly 1s meetmg just now at Delhi and has got some 
very interestmg things to dea,l w1 th, one of course 1s the Pubho Safety 
B1ll, a,t the moment there are ma.ny absentee's and Mr N. M. Joshi 
who I saw the other day IS very 111 indeed and will not be able to 
attend. 

Another thing is the suggesteq government enquire into the • · 
conditions of la.bour w1th the assistance of Whitley, I thmk many of 
the labour leader's w1ll fall 9. prey to th1s, however we wlll start pro· 
paganda agamst. 

As far as the point you ma,ke in yonr la.st letter about the . 
Sunday Worker representative, I w11l put some one in touch so that 
they can get cable press rates. The matter of·Trade Umon ~ddresses 
I w1ll attend to and let you have. 

Mr. Jhabvala is st1ll playing mischief in the G. I. P. Railway
men's Umon but we are still there and have the support of the 
workers, he is rather disappointing, and an opportunist. 

The 0111 stnke stlll drags on the employers have employed 
Pat hans and the oil is dehvered to station and places m lorrys covered 
w1th w1re nettmg and Pohce escort, scene somethmg bke the General 
Str1ke 10 England. 

Hopmg these pomts willlielp you to grasp the situation here. 
I am pleased to so.y I am keepmg m the best of health, · 

Best wishes, 

Yours Fraternally 

B. F. BRADLEY. 
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P. S. Enclosed fina "The Spark" a new paper that has come out, it 
has got to be 1mproved. 

Also pnd mild artwle I dashed oft here for press on T.U.C. but 
I am wntmg a more detailed article. ' 

B. F. B. 

P. 24 r7 <P> ·( 1 ) 
·An::U.rtitile headed'"':Che Trade Umon Congress and the Com

'mumsts" by B.lF, Bradley. Vu~ . .e Presl(l~nt, All 'lndm.Ra1lw.aymen'a. 
Federat1an. 

•(Vide Exb. ~1896 (l) <c) ) ' 

Supetseriptio~ on the envelope. 

England 

Mr. J. E. Potter Wilson. 

··22 G:reat Wtndmill Street 

LONDON. 

W. W. League 

W. C.l. 
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Addressee Potter W dson J. 

P1eces m 10 

P. 24~8JP>. 
THE \VORKERS' & PEASANTS' PARTY, 

17 Dwarkadas Mansi?n• 

Girgaon 
' 
' 

Bombay 12th ... J\.ugust 1927 

(INDIA) 

My dear Comrade Politt, 

I am glad !o reFeiye yqur le~t~rs 1,~~t l,am soxry to say that 
I have not yet received the copies of your paper which, I suppose, 
are lying the Police Officials' room flnd lllfly,{)r rrlay not reach me 
at all. Please, if it is, possible for YP.U• send me some pamphlets 
of the L. R. Dept. and two copies ol the Modern India by P. Dutt. 
People here are deroandiQg ~pe,$ef th~qgs~fom me and I have got 
nothing to give them. The Times of India today and yesterday 
has attacked the book very sev~rely and that has created extraordi· 
nary interest in it. I hope you will do something in this respect. 
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I promise to send you news on trade Union activities, to· 
gether with facts and figures, in India. I will, for instance, send 
you next week the report of Str1ke of the Textile Mills opertives in 
Bombay which we are conducting. It has a-isen out of the intro
duction of three•loom system instead of two so far current in 
the Indian Mills. Some of the Mills in Bombay want to make an 
experiment in that direction: The workers think that it wi11 cau<;e 
unemployment and their wages also will be told upon The strike 
has begun since four days; about 2000 weavers have downed tools. 
Sympathy is expressed on all sides. 

' Please give my greetings to Comrade Mrs. Marjorie Politt 
who I think, knows me by name as an author of a story entitled 
uThe Confessions of a Prostitute'' about which she wrote to the 
Editor of" l he Hindusta.n11 who was kind enough to shew me the 
same last year. 

Last week there was a police raid on our office (The \V. & P. 
Party Office) to take possession of booklet published by me entitted . 
"The India and China''. It has been proscribed and confiscated by 
all the provinc1al govts. in Indta; much my literature was also 
seized. 

How is comrade Sak doing? What is that foolish stunt of 
his viz. initiating the chlldren to Parsi religion ? To my mmd it is 
most uncommunistic. What is your view on the matter may I 
know l 

With greetings, 

Fraternally Yours, 

Sd/· S. S. Mirajkar 

p. 2418 [PJ [E]. 
Superscript1on on the envelope:

Harry Pollitt Esqr. 
I 

38 Great Ormond Street 
I 

London W. C. I 
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' 

p. 2418 [R]. 
' 

A Certified copy of an entry in the Photo register kept by 
'Photographer Henry Burgess relatmg to the photo copies at Exbts. 
P. 24:1:8 (F), & P. 2418 (P) (E). 

Register No. 35 
' 

Senal No. M 85 A. 

P1eces cut 3 

Size of photo 7 

1927 5/9 

1927 5/9 

Addressee 
-:. 

:Pollitt H. 

Pieces in 2 

,P. 2419 <P>. 
2/1 European Asylum Lane, 

Calcutta. 

23-10-28 

Dear Rob1n, 
f 

I must ask your pardon, as usual, for not having Jwritten to 
·you for a long t1me.- I am told that I have become very completely 
,~'Ind1amsed," and procrast1nat10n is certainly an Indian.. vutue. 

1 My last effort, I think; was a short letter of , mtroduct1on tot you, 
wh1ch I sent w1th one '~KARDIKAR. Perhaps you saw him ? 
He left about March or Apr1llast. He is of no particular use, I 
think, but he wanted some contact with the labour movement, and 
I sent h1m to you. 

I 

Smce then I have been in Bengal almost all the time. I am 
sorry I missed the Bombay textile stnke, whiCh seems to have been 
a very mstruct1ve affair. But there was plenty to do here, where 
I took a more or less active part in about five strikes. I am ··afraid 
we rather made fools of ourselves over the Llllooah stnke. We 
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merefy gave some assistance in agitation etc , but without making 
any serious dtfferenca to the IllLJudged· and very reactwnary pohcy of 
M1tra. Ill-judged, I mearr, 10 tl:ia~ no attempt was made, until~ too 
late, t1o extendl the stn.ke whmh by11tsel.f was' n'aturallyt w.eB~k. And 
al'sO', 1h tha.1t thm funds~ w.ers mis.usedi. Alnih reactnonany bec.ausaJ lns 
pohcy was directed Simply at keeping, tihe1 meru. undlnr htsi personal' 
oontrol. For this purpose he used h1S rehgwus reyutatton, mtr1gue 

~ and a rather low type of demagogy, and1 repressed on the part of 
t the men ~t independent actlvity. II&. delayed by all'ROSSible means 

the format10n of a strike committee, and when 1t was formed, 
mamly of outsiders, he prevented Its workmg. It is easy to say 
this after the event of course, but It was difficult} to realise 1t at 
the t1me. 

When eventually he consented to let us try spreading the 
stpke~ It was too late, and the effort faded. At the same time he 
was able to sh1It on to us the blame· fon the vwtimisation e.tc. 
whwh befelJ the men at Asansol' who did stnke. I do not accuse 
him xn connectiOn w1th the end of the whole affair. So ~ar as I cau 
tell he was forced mto calhng It off agamst h1s w1ll. But he made 
clever use of the s1tuatwn, and succeeded m foohng us pretty 
completely, while we have httle in the way of propaganda achieved 
to compensate for 1t. 

Anoher case in which we were deceived occurred in the second 
Calcutta Scavengers' Str1ke, but here I thmk we cannot be blamed. 
A special sub-commitp~e of the corporatiOn agreed to terms, whwh, 
when the stnke was' called~ off; the aorporatwn Itself refused to 

• ratify. We were too weak at the time to call another stnke It. 
would have been the,hudhn:tlire.(;tmon.ths, a,nd we Simply had to 
acquiesce 1n bemg swmdled. 

In connection w1th the Baurta Jute M:Llls Stnke, which is 
atlll going on, I beheve we have purs11ed a tho10ughly wrong pohcy. 

The situatiOn is that the olcest Jute Umon, the Jute 
Workets~ Assocuation-,.is.!Ied by' us,, butJ there:_ recently. have been 
~tabliahed at .. Changallt and. BauruLt separate umons; under the 
rath~Ineaction:ary;lea;dersh1P' of1tha BengaL '!J-ade U nton F.~deratwn"' 
WJ!en:.tha•lock·aut too~t~ plaoe1at Bau'r1a, tbe Assomatwnt mstead of 
helping· and gettmg support, slinply; stood' aloof amd did' nothmg 
I have been\tOlBau.na. a,nuruber of. t1me.s and. Have trted; SJnce I 
reaHsad1what W1ts.:happeJ:uog;. to pelsuade-tbe_ Assocmt10n tn alter 
Its pohcy, but Without success. The FederatiOn ts natural!}' makmg 
much cap1tal out of 1t. The feud hls, as usual, assumed an 
mtensely personal fbrm, and to act correctly m such mrcumstances 
1s very difficult 

'I.amtafrald I have: maundered on ,about my difikultlCs, but 
r thlnk YPU Wlll·be· mte.rested· lUI the Sltuatlon\ at Jamshe~pur. 
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Throughout~ the. lockrou.t and. stt•th:e we were una.ble ta • visit. the 
ylaca,, but short!~ afterwards we were. m.v1ted b;y some fr1ends. of 
Mt:. Hom1~, and I w.ent,, I wa~ unable to ge~ the essential facts,, I think, 
but thEI story, is long and. comnhcatc.d. The substance ui roughly 
thlS. Homi,, who has. constituteCh himself the "bose of everyth1ng, 
1n the usual s~;yle, conducted tlie str1ke on tha whole well. Tha.t 1s, 

• h1s organ1satton and tactJ.cs we.re gpod, thoug)l the propaganda, he 
inefu.Igecl1n was of a. low t~pe,, non~politwal, and soon. But when 
he called in SuBlias, to h1s- assistance. Subhas ralbed' the, peopl"* 1 

and got out all' tB.ose. who ha.d returned to work, and so, on,211nd begp.ti 
negpt1atwns {T.he com.pan~,, ostens1bl;y for personal reasons, had 
refus~d. to deal with. Rami at all).. He obta,med eventually what) is 
called an "lionourable settlement," tliat is, it is. not· a complete 
defeat'. His terms m any case are far better tlien those proposecl OJ 
Hom1 through s;- th1rd party;,, out rejected by the company, soma 
weeks Before. But Irom1 cliose to ffglit w1th Suohas over the terms. 
H'e diu not go t'o the length, even when he had a good OJ.:mortunlt.i,' 
of adv1smg the men to come outt agam for hotter terms. ' But now 
they are safcl;f; back at WOl k,. he ts turnmg theu: na.rur.al: dtsappomt .. 
ment agamsfi:J Subhas, The- real~ peason is of course. tiratJ Subh~ 
mstead oLdomg hut,workt and g.omg away agn.tn~ brouyht w. number 
oi lus_. Congressmen w1th1 htm,. made hnnself PreSident of~ sbllle' sbl't 
of. Unmn, a.ndqJro.ceeded to ''capture'' bus1ly. Thwmen. ara.su~erxna 
a..good,deal ms1de the• works, but. ne1thar Unwn dot-s• anyt\bmg 
p<u:lilc.ulart far them~ Hom1' s because 1t..1s "unrecogtused~ !' though 
xelat'lH~IY· strong, Subhas-' because although recogn1sed· 1t;., lB st1ll 
weak, and in.any case does~ not want.. to. upC~eli the manag~'qlent-. 

Th.e1r rn~aLluies1of pohcy, are, roughly these; m fact; Subhns~ pea.<fS 
Wlth. the. comgany.,,and s.upportil the Congress; Hon}lrs~ peace.. Wlt1i I 

W::te Government., and fightl the company,,, Each. accusesJ tJ:e; other 
.of,commumsm (pghtly)· Subbae' bases his. stratJgtb·onJ the Bengahs 
\clerks, techmmans1 etc.} Homv damnS:: all B.engahs;, and works111p 
the provmtUI~l!patnottsm of the punjabts,.whO- suppl~ most. oft tti.a 
skilled workmen. Ea.oh alsojaocuses the other,~ pla'USibly,, ( :Lmeatl 
that.J udgmg from. what .L heardp lt• 1s very P.robable that• Subhas 
(or, tha Cougra:>il and almost. oertam that· Homl~ received. suoli 
mJney) of recetvmg mJ~ey from dJubtful sources. Homll has also 
one thmg in hts favour, apart from money, aud that JB h1s work 
ullrtngo tb.e,st'rlh.el Sltblias has1 h1s·t~rm1of1 settiemcnt; t'l:ie'frtvour of 
the compn.n~·, the·streogtb•of' the Congress mn:chme, nnd· H'tJJm's 
ob\'tous sooUttdrelism Subha.s i's therefore wfnmng grotttid, slowly. 
'rhe only Hopeful s1gn is the appearance of a srn:tll'gronp; at preseu fi 
comasttng only of mte1lectuals1and;noneutlttes ( l 1tttean people•who. 
are rua.'Lprtble of conductmg a realt fight, agaltlst p~warful' ar:td 
unscrupulo11s people hke Homl'::tnd Subh~ts who suggesttd: to ma 
thn.t what 1s wanted IS a "wor1.ers group ' wb10h wtiJ· fight nga.mst. 
both autocmts m the mterests oft the: workers. tlu=-mselves. The 
a.ppu.reutly complete sub3ervtences of, worli:elS e\eu. to tlie nurst 
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lea.rlership is a, cunous and rather discouragmg thing. It is a.lmo% 
umversalm Ind1a and our efforts to brmg about an 1mprovement 
have not yet h~td much success The best case I ha.ve seen 1s the 
Bowbay textLle str1ke. I went the~e SIX weeks or so ago, and found 
a number of workets takmg an active and mtelhgent part in leadmg 
~the day-to-day acttvttles, makmg what I was told were very good 
speeches, and so on But ev'en there, the actual conduct of the. strike/ 
was left largely to the outsiders. ' Our -campaign agamst the Trade1 

Dtsputes Btll shows the same thmg. We have got out a farr,ly 
good leaflet, and held some meetmgs, but only among the rrost 
advanced workers lS the point seen. The Bill Is of course a rrther 
subtle one, far more so than the Brtttsh Trade Umon Act of t927. 
The whole right wmg school 1s hesitatmg about 1t; some1f the 
worst, Choudhury, Shwa Rao and so on, have openly suppor ed It. 
Of course, the blame IS largely ours. We hn.ve not put m tenth, 
.of the energy necessary, and tf, as I hope, we mcrease the i~tens1ty 

of our campaign, we shall probably get better results. I , 
II I '-.,. 

I paid a v1s1t recently to Ea.stern Bengal, where I was able 
~o see some poht10al people, students aud the few, traces that eXIsti 
of workers' and Peasants' orgamsatwns. The agranan 's1tuatwn IS 

gettmg acute m several places m BengaJ nowadays. I sent a longish 
account of the positiOn oat Atta, m MymmOllJh to the Sunday 
Worker some months ago. I have heard nothmg, (we never see the 
paper of course), so I assume it went astray.- I must find another 
copy or wrtte somethmg out agam. I went also to Meerut, m U.P. 
recently, where there was held a fauly succeF~sful Workers and 
Peasants' Conference, and we saw the formal estabhshment of the 

,., Workers, and Peasa,nts' Party -of u. P., With branches, I thmk, at 
Meerut, Allahabad, and Gorakhpur. It should make fauly decent 
progress. I thmk. There, as m Bombay -and PunJab, a great 
difficulty will arise about the relatwns of the Party to the Congress. 
There may be trouble about 1t m the forth coming All-India Con· 
ference, and 1t 1s certam to arise sooner or later. The Congress in 
these places Is not at all acutely cla.ss-eonsOious, and all the leadmg 
Workers' and Peasants' Party members are also staunch Congress-
men, and find httle incons1stoncy m •1t. • 

J 

r beheve a sharp break Wlth. the Cong!'eSs is inevitable, but 
we cannot bring 1t about yet (That is the s1gmficance of course 
of the .. Independence League"-to prevent a sharp break, and 
keep the mass movement under bourgeois control). The position 
is qUtte different m Bengal. The Congress is definitely class"\ 

conscious, and, far Jrom patrorusmg us as "young unthusiasts" 
etc. il fights us bitterly. The dtfference is exactly that between 
Subhas and Jawaharlal. !:io the Independence League in Bengal 
is accepted by all as sheer humbug from the beginnmg; though of 
course, owing to 1ts financJal and other. resources, it is very formid
able. It 1s makmg a serious attempt to ente1 the Trade Union 
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movement, at Jarnshedpur, Lilloon,h, and els~whet;"e, anQ, m;ty ~uite 
well succeed in its attempt to make ".King Subh~s" Presiden,t of 
next years' T U. C The tactical line in Be\1gal is therefore prett]' 
clear, though of course we have here to encQunt~r rno,ch fr\Or~ 

powerful opposition. But in other p~:ovince~ {ar TPOte c;:ar<; ~nq 
sklll1s reqnired, It will be inte,resting to seo wh~t ppgrttlT\t:n~ tlw 
Independence I.e~gue puts forward. The Jlengal progratnme i~ 

of course put forward with. the idea of keepipg tl'\e ~eaglle '\\ithiq 
the bounds of the B~ngal ideas, and of ~~ClUing Jt~ l~aden;hip, fl.~ 
opposed to Jawaharlal, who they think, "gpe~ tpo f~r,'' WP.a~ the 
reply will be 1 don't know, though of COtlfS~ the prpgrample u}t~., 
rnately adopted cannol be very different. It w1ll remaip, ~ bo qrgeoJs 
programme. 

• 
I gather, by the way. that Varg~ has been suggestlng the 

existence of a changed policy m regard to the industrialisatiop. of 
India, and traces to that the applrent mcrea.se in the acuteness of 
the conflict between the Bntish and Indian bourgeoisie, I have 
been rather puzzled throughout to account tor tQ.e b,eh~viour of the 
Government ~n co11nect10n with the Conuniss~QQ. ~t seems 
unnecess:lrily provocative; and I have been driven to y.anous·m.ore 
or less improbable explanations on grou.nds oi tact~~s,. ~f th~r,e is 
al\y more fundamental reason, it would be e~t.remely intere~ting to 
get hold of some matenal on it. I don t thmk~ .on t.~~ .other hand, 
that there has been any very important change m 'the attitude ' of 
either s1de, tto judge e .. g, from the Anglo·.Indmu ,Press, a,nd the 
Nehru Comm1ttee's Report. I mean that there 1s no CundalJleJiltal 
change in the situation. from .oUtr point ,of v1ew. 9f co.urse all 1the-, 
periodicals, 'm whu;h this would be discussed are prcscnb'ed, and 
absolutely unobtainable. • 

This remmds me that ,I have s~en nothing of the L.R.D. 
things for .months and months. They must be prescriped also I 
suppose. I must write to the px:oper authorit\<:5 and iqqu.ite. I 
have never yet seen a copy of ,Pnr::ell anQ Hails worth's Report, and 
nor has anyone Plse that I know of except Joshi and Kirk. 
Could you manage .to get one sent to me? ArJd L should hke a 
<:opy of Furtwaengler'::, book, 1£ it il3 obtain::tble. I ought to have 
ordered thetn at.a ·bookshop, but I have had no money for some 
time passed, And 1t 1s after all doubtful, if they could be obtained 
that way. 

About Resenrch work, I am afraid I have to report a com .. 
· plete blank. Dange has done nothing in Bombay, on a<::count of 

the strike, and Kzshori has the same record here, for le!:s tengible 
but eqnnlly formidable reas?ns. I had the mtent1on of domg some 
work in Brihsh and Indian capitalism and on agriculture, but I 
h:lVe had no time and in any case am not equtpped £or 1t • .Never-the· 
less wbtle I am m Calcutta, which is the best place for 1t, I ought 
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to do something,. No doubt, if Henry 01 Rath, or anyboby wants 
to know something, and ::ends me concrete questions. I shall be 
nble to get some sort of mformatlon for them I am afraid, too 
that 111y capacity for work has rather serious!y decre::tsed lately. 
For so111e months past I h::tve been getting intermittent attacks of 
fever, and have bt!come anaemic and weak. Now of course, the 
weather is getting cooler, and I am stronger and better, in every 
way. I thmk I shall not recover completely while I stay 1n Bengal, 
though, for the climate here is most poisonous. I must stay here 
till the end of the year, and then I want to go to U.P. which is far 
healthier. I was much tmproved by my recent JOUrney to Meerut, 
though it was still very hot there It was suggested, m consequence 
of this ill health, that 1 should return to England, say by next 
March, before the hot weather _f:ame. But I think now that is 
unnecessary, as I am recovermg, and 1£ I take reasonable care, 
should continue all nght. I should hke to hear, though, what you 
thmk about my returmng, so that I m::ty arrange my future 
ptogramm~. 

Joe, by the way, wired to me some time ago, asking so far as 
I could make out, about some people he had met. I rephed once 
in a rather non·comm1ttal manner, as I did not know much of them, 
I have inquired since, however, al!_.d conclude<!_l~_at_ they ai._~,pr~ 

' ~~J_l,_.rQgues, ~&.~~= ~~~ may ~e ~foqls. You 
m1ght tell him, if you can • 

• 

I see that I am on the ninth page, en::>Ugh to try your 
patience, anc.l g1ve me wnter's cramp I want to ask one thing 
more. Can you manage that the cash shall come rather more 
regularly. I have been in a very awkward posit10n for ~orne weeks 
owmg to lack of money. I had to travel to Meerut w1th their 
money, and to bJrrow ft om various people and so on. 

The last day, I think, it is, of the Durga PuJa, is on, and I 
am JUst gomg, at Kishori's invitation, to see all the images being 
immersed io the waters of the holy Ganga. 

Yours, 

S. Spratt. 
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P. 2419 <P> <E>. 
Superscnpt10n on envelope:-

Insured for Rs. 100 (Rupees One Hundred}. 

29 Rates. 

From 

R 704 

Asylum Lane 

From 
P. SPRA'l'T 

2/1 European 
Asylum Lane 

Calcutta 
Ind1a. 

£ 7-8-0 

187-50. 

MR. R. PAGE ARNOT. 

' 

162 Buckingham Palace Road, 

London S. W. 1 

England. 

p. 2419 CR). 
A ce~tl:fied oopy of an entry in the Photo register kept by 

Photographer Henry Burgess relatmg to the Photo Copxes at 
Exbts. P. 2419 (P) and P. 2419 {P) (E). 

Register No. 
I 

59 

Senal No. T 116 B. 

Pieces cut 10 I 

S1ze of Photo 4 

1928 12-11-28. 

1928 12-11-28. 

Addressee Page Arnot. 

Pieces m 10 

P. 2420 <P) 
Letter dated 1-11-28 from D. K. Goswami Secretary Recep· 

twn Comxmttee, The First All Indta Workers' and Peasants' Party 
Conference, 2/1 European Asylum Lane, Calcutta, to the General 
Secretary, N atwnaJ Mmority Movement, 38 Great Ormond Street. 
London, W. C. t 

(V1de Exb. P. 467 (7)) 
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P. 2420 (P] [E]. 

Supetsetip'tlon bn enve1ope ...;... 

The General Secretary 

National Mmonty Movemeht 

38 Great drtriond Street 

tondon7 W. C. 1. 

·r. 2420 nu. 
A cm:tified copy of an -iJnht in tbe Photo register kept 'by 

Photographer Henry Burgess, relating to Photq Copies at Exbts. 
P. 2420 (P) a.nd P. 2420 (P) (E). 

Register No. 59 

Senal No.' T 522: A. 

Pieces cut 2 

Size of Photo 7 

1928 . 19/11 

1928 19/11 

Addressee 1N. M 1\r, 

P!eces in 2 
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P~ 2421 rP1. 
Dear Glyn 

, Moscow 
Sept 23/28 

t nave no n~ws from you for about a. month, I know, I 
am p:1.t6If iesp0nsl:Gle tor tha.t. But now, after receiving my letter 
you wlll ha.ve. no excuse for not writing to me. 

I am alright here and hope you are enjoying quite exceUen~ 
health in London. 

Will you please send my clothes whloh' yoi:f mus~ liave 
received by now. 

You get two copies of "People• & YahYa.tti.• Can yon send 
one to me ? Will you please send me also this month's Labour 
Monthly'? 

We don't rece1ve '.Kranti' here. If you oa:ri send it to me, 
I shall feel highly obliged. If-POSSible send the Mahrath1 weekly 
'Maharashtra/ also to me. 

Is it possible for you to send me, Workers' Life, Sunday 
Worker, Commumst & communist mternatmnal? It is very difficult 
to get them here. Please send my letters which you have received. 

You have no use tor~it there: Here someone wlll make uae 
of it. 

' t shonln!i:ke yo'u' 1to~ se1n<l'sorne"ofttity·l1obUs.\~'K11! He 1s 
a very intelhgent m~ri' and ofb~n writes In rfew~papet~;', an~~ 
magazmes. You can very profitably send" h'im' serlou~· typE( ot 
books and Magazmes. He can make- uoo~of 'Comm~ernt &i'In"precor'. 

In conclusion I have to tba.n'lf you for alL ttfet kmt1ness I 
rece1ved at your hands. I am also very th.ankf.ul to other comrades 
who also were very kmd to me. ' 

/ 

Hopmg to be excused for the trobbles. 

Please note my address. 

"\YILLIAM ' 

K. U. T.V. 

15A, Tverkoy, Boulward, 

:Mo::,cow. 

I'remaltt 

Y 6u~s1traterllally 
(S'a:) IJi_m 



P. 2421. <P> [E]. 
' 

Superscript~on on the envelope : 

Com. Glyn Evans, · 

162, Buckingham Pala,ce Roa,d . 
( ' i • 

LONDON. S. W. 1. 

· England. 

~ · P. 2421 rR1. 
' ' - . 

I 

, Postal mark. 
I 

' I 

:MOOKBA GOKON 

' \ . 24·9·28-

. A certified OOtJY· of an entry in the photo regi~ter kept by 
photographer Henry Burgesst relattng to the photo cop1es at Exbts. 
P2421 (P) & P2421 (PE). . 

I .t ' 
~ . 

Register .No. (( ... • ·,57 
• 

Serial No. ' P193A 

Pieces cut s 
Size of photo '1 

1928 28/9 

1928 28/9 
' 

Addressee Glyn Evans. 
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p. 2422: IlJ. 
Requisition for Foreign and Colonial Money orders. 

No : of order 11089. · 

Amount of Order Forty Pounds. 

Payable at BOMBAY. 

to B4 F. BRADLEY C/O MRS. SANDWELL APOLLO 
CHAMBERS FORT. 

' BOMBAY. 

sent by Mrs. Bradley 

Res1dmg a.t 4 Elmdale Road, W althamstow, E 17. 

P. 2422 <2>. 
Original sent message. -

• 0 

Dated 12 Mar. 28 . 
L. C. 0.-MANDAT 11089 BombaY:· 

,, 

. ' 
:Mrs. BRADLEY FORTY :POUNDS B. F. BRADLEY CARE . 
Mrs .. SAND WELL APOLLO CHAMBJl)RB • FORT FORTY 
POUNDS. 

4. Elmdale Rd. Walthamstow. 

P. 2422 [3]. 
Original Received Message, 

SRAFTESBURY A VENUE LONDON EMPIRADIO LCO 
MANDAT 0382 BOMBAY. I 

( 
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:&Irs. BRADLEY NICitE:UATCH.B'I F. BRADLEY CARE M'rf .. 
SANDWELL APPOLLO CHAMBERS FORT. 

Requisition for Imperia,} a.nd For~i3p, M"pnp..31 Orders. 

No. of Order;l~QSS. 

Amount of Order Forty Pounds. 

Payable at BOMBAY INDIA. 

P. 2423 <2). 
~ f : • 

Oripinal stJnt mestJag~~" 
; . 

~ ~Qq-r. t. .. , , , Da.tetl ,Ig 1\I~. ' 
• • • 

MAN.bAr.n llOSS._Bbm}ja,y, 

Mrs. BRADLEY FQR'DY POUNDS B. F. BRADLEY CARE 
Mrs_.,Sl\NDWJ,llLIJ ~APOunO• CHAMBERS FO~{T FORTY 
POUNDS FROM MOTH;EB WIRE BBCEIPT LEAGUE. 

' ' . 
Sender: 4 Elmdale Road W a.lthamstow. 

I 

P. 242.3, [31 .. 
, Original &cei-vea J:M~ssage.. · ' . ' . 
SHAFT.ESBURY A VENUE LONDON EMPIRADIO 

· LCO MANDAT0383 BOllBAY. 
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Mrs. BRADLEY NICHEHATCH B. F. BRADLEY CARE Mrs. 
SANDWELL APOLLO OHAMBERS FORT FROM MOTHER 
WIRE RECEIPT LEAGUE. 

P. 2424 <D .. 
Requisition for Foreign and Colonial Money Orders. 

No. of Order: .33518 • . 
AmotJ.nt of order- Thirty Pounds. 

Payable at India. 

(See also No: 33517), 

• 
P. 2424 (2). ~ 

ORIGINAL AENT M,ESSAGE. 
, . ' -

T. :M. 0. counier No: 57045, dated L9ndon 21 Dec. '-7• 
' 

LCO·MANDA T 0967 BOMBAY 
.. ' 

BRADLEY FOLIOJETTY MR. B. F. BRADLEY 

APOLLO HOTEL. 



Slgrlatute tthd Address of Sertder: Mr. L. C. Bradley, 

4 l!lmsdale Road. E:, I 7. 

P. 2424 <3J. 
ORIGINAL RECEI\TED 'MESSAGE. 

Counter No: 57045· 
~ 

, LCO ... MANDAT 0967 BOMBAY . 
BRADLEY FOLIOJETTY MR. B. F. BRADLEY 

'APOLLO HOTEL 

--

P. 2425 <1>. 
Requisition for Imper1al and Foreign Money Orders .. 
, . 

No. of Order 3JSI7 • . 
Amount c)f drder forfy pbands. 

• • 
Payable ~f 'Bombay to ~·Mr, B. ·F. Bradley, Apollo 

• ' l 

Hdtel. 1Bombay, India 
,'fr ' 

Sent by L. C. 'ilradley, ·4 'Elms dale Road, 

LONDON' E. f7. 



P. 2425 [21. 
Original Sent Message. 

Counter No: 57046. 

LCO·MANDAT ... o969. BOijBAY. 
-

BRADLEY NICHEHA TCH MR. fJ. F. BR4DLEY 

APOLLO HOTEL CABLE RECEIPT BRADLEY 

Sender L. C. Bradley, 4 Elmsdale Road. E. '7· 

P. 2425 <3). 
Original Received message. 

Counter No: 57046. 

Date: 21/12/27. 

LCO·MANDAT 0969 BoMBAY 

BRADLEY NICHEHATCH MR 13 F BRADLEY 
4 

APOLLO HOTEL CABLE RECElPT BRADLEY .. 

P. 242.6(11 . . 
Requisition for Impenal and Foreign Money Orders. 

No of Order ... (4I09. 

Amount of order Forty Pounds. 

Payable at Bombay ,to Mr. B. F. Bradley .Apollo Hotel, 
Bombay, lnd1a. 

Sent by L. C. Bradley, 4 Elmsdale Road \Valthamstow, E. I. 
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P. 2426 <2>. 
Original sent Message 

I 

T. M. 0. No. 55528, dated 14 Mar. 28. 

LCO·Mandat 0216 Bombay •. 

L. C. BRADLEY. NONCE B. F. BRADLEY, 

APOLLO HOTEL FORT¥ ~POUNDS , 
• 

WIRE RECEIPT IMMEDIATELY 

T. M. 0. 

' ' 

P. 2426 (3). 

uriginal received message. 
' 

South Western District Office 

LONDON 

LCO·MANDA T 0216 BOMBAY 

L. C. BRADLEY NO_NCE B. F. BRADLEY APOLLO 

HOTEL WIRE RECEIPT IMMEDIATELY 

p 2427 [1]. 
Req~i"iflon for Foreign and Colonial Mo.ney Order. 

No: of Order 74IIO. 
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Amount of Order Forty Pounds. 

Payable at India 

Telegraph. 

Original sent message. ' . . \ 
' I 

Counter No: 55529. Dated 14 Mar. 28. 

LCO MANDA T 0217. BOMBAY 

L. C. Bradley Nonce B. F. Bradley Apollo Hotel 

P. 2427131 
Original Received Message. 

I 

South Western District Office LoNDON 

LCO MANDAT 0217 1BOMBAY 

L. C. BRADLEY NONCE B F BRADLEY APOLLO 
HOTEL 

--:o--

P. 2428 [1]. 
Requisition for Imperial and Forei~n Money Orders: 

No. of order 28280. London • .. 
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Amount of Order Forty Pounds. 

Payable at Bombay to Mr .. B. F. Brpdley, Apollo Hotel. 
I e ' r r 

• ~en~ b~ B_radley, 4 ;Elmsdale Road, Walthamstow E. J 7• 

-·-....... 

p. 2428 (2) 

Or)ii~al sen/ Mti,~~~. 
'j "' "~ ; 1111 

Cotlnter No' 36020 Dated '12 July 28 Fleet st, B. 0. E. C. 4 
Jt .) 1HJrtr .,,.,~ 

LCO MA~DA:r , 0568 BOMBA~· . 
"' ' ..t ... """ ... ;.1,. .I"'~~ .... l~~ ";. ... -... 

Bradley Nichehatch B. F. Bradley Ap<?llo· Holel towards 
Sending Delegate Len~l · ' •' . 

'f' ..... ~ • ... ., • 

~ender L~. c.- BiacHey: 4' Efms~ate- R'dicf E'.' i"f. .. , 

Counter No 

LCO 

P. 2428 (3'>' 

O)igen\f• Jteiitvitr~J:! e'isa /1. 
360~& Datk·t:Z'o-28:• Eb-hdon. 

M~NDAT o361f' IrOlVrirAV 
\ 

Bradley Nichellatc111 B~' F. :araUier A1J6tid Hottbr>Towards 
Senaing Delegate Len .. , 
i I ' 

p.'2429 (1J 
Requisition for F orefgn'aii"d "CoToriial Monf!} Orders. 

1\o: of Order 3192 V1ctor~ Stn. London Amount of Order 
Forty Pounds. · 

Payable at Calcutta-;: India; to Mr. Philip Spratt, . 
Care K1shoril~f~hosh, v;kil.Kantapukur Lane, Calcutta. 

Sent bf'R~ P.·Arfiot:3s'Me'c"k~enbtirgh·s'quar~ w. c. 1. 
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II ~~-' ., • 

P. ~429 (2) 

, 'oi-igin:l Sent Message 
Teleg1·aph M:~n~f b~d~; dated London iJ De~" a? 

Lco MXNtlAT 31~i cALcUttA. 
ii: P: Arnot Fort~; ~~~ncij ,M~ Ph;fkPfr~# Ji~~; t~isp_~~i\:}~ 

Ghosh Vakil Kantapukur Lane Forty Pounds Merry Xmas More by 
Letter. 

P-2429 (3) 
n 

0 riginal Received ,Mc::..:tiigc. 

LCO MANDA T 0937 CALCUTT A. 

R .. p. ~not Nicheha.tch ~tMr. Philip S;ratt Care.Kishorilal 
Chosh.Vakn' Kant;pU'kU'r' La;;; Mer;; x.·m;.5' More. by' L~tt;i. 

Requisition for foreign and Colonial Money Orders. 
I 

No, of Order 3193. 

Victoria Station, London dated 15 Dec 27. 

Amount of Order Ten Pounds. 
l. '• • • ·~ , • ' )> 

Payable at Calcutta to Mr. ~h!I.ip S~;att, c~re K 
Ghosh, Vakil, Kantapukur Lane, Calcutta Sent by R, P. Arn~t, 3B~ 
Mecklenburgh Square, W. C. 1. 

l : 
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P. 2430 '(2) 
Original Sent Message •. 

IT~legraph,Money Ord~r Dated rs Dec. 27· 
~ ' . . 

'LeO Mf\NDAT 3193 Calcutta 

R~ P. Arnot Ten Pounds Mr Philip Spratt Care Kishorilal 
Ghosh Vakil Kanta.pukur Lane Ten Pounds. 
I > I 

P. 2430 [3]. 
' 

Original received message. 

T. M. 0. Dated rs·r::1•27, Victoria Station, London. 

LCO MANDA'D" 0938 . CALCUTTA 

R. P. Arnot Askewpeony Mr Philip Spratt Care Kishorilal 
Ghosh VakU Kantapukur Lane, 

P.2431.[1l 
Requisition for Foreign and Colonial Money Orders. 

No. of Order 3218. 

A1pount of Order Forty Pound$. ' 

payable at Calcutta, India to Mr. P. Spratt, c/o Kishorilal 
Ghosh, 1 Kantapukur Lane, Calcutta. Sent by R. P. Arnot, 162 

J3uc'kingham P~lace Road, S. W. 1. 

---



P. 2431 I2l. 
' 

Original Sent Message. ' 
. 

T. M. 0. Dated. London, 12 June, 1928 . . 
LCO MANDAT 3218 CALCUTTA . ' 
R. Arnot Forty Pounds P Spratt C/o Kishorilal Ghosh 

1 Kantapukur Lane Forty Pounds. 

For Representative Mancht:ster Conference Robin. 
' 

P. 2431 [3] 
Original Received Message. ' 

T. M. 0. Dated Chancery Lane, London, 12·6·28. 

LCO MANDAT ,0567 , Calcutta 

R Arnot Nichehatch P Spratt C/o Kishorilal Ghosh I Kanta· 
pukur Lane. 

For Representative Manchester Conference Robin. 

-

P. 2432 )1). 
Telegram No. 0300 dated 28th January 1928, from Albert to 

Bell Mokhavaia 16 Moscow. 

Urgent you request responsible authorities instruct shipping 
accept Allison Passage Leningrad without visa, 

ALBERT. 
; ' 

A. Inkpin, 16 King St. W,C. 2, 
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P. 2432 (2~. 
Telegram No. 0559 dated August.28th 1928 from Albert to Bell 

Mokhavaja t 6 Moscow. ' • 
~ 

Imperative Brain return meetmg September mnth stop tell 
Clemence Dcsmonds f11end fred writing despe1ately we can do 
nothing. 

ALBERT 

, A lnkpin, 16 King Street, W C. 2. 

P. 2433. . . 
Telegram dated ;6th Jan. 1928,-from FIEI..:b to Bharucha, 

Rajkya ,Sabha, .63 Pedder ,Road, Bombay. 
/j 

The Communist Party have Issued the following statement 
to the British press .stop a 'year ago comrade Spratt went to lnd1a 
"ith obJeCt studying cond1~1ons of workmg class and participatmg 
m struggles of that country for freedom from impenahst dommation 
st~p m September he was, arrested for sed1tion wh:ch is ve7 com· 
mon charge m Indm he was alleged to have "ritten a brochure on 
Ch1nese revolution in whtch he adv1sed the lnd1an nahonahsts to 
follow the example of Chma m ~truggle agamst 1mpcnahsm stop 
Bntish Commumst Party de•nres make it<; attitude clear on questwn 
ratsed by Spratt:, arre~t stop m contrast to reformist leaders bnttsh 
labour Party who adv1ce Indtan people to temam inside Bnush 
Empu e the commumst Party mamtains that mtcrests of Indian 
people as well as British Proletanat demand d1ssolutlon of Emp1re 
the programti'e of commumst party 1s to help people of India as 
well as other s';"bJect countnes orgamse revolutlOn~ry mass struggle 
to overthrow 1mpenahst dommat10n such a struggle has been 
orgamsed m Chma where n~penahsm would be overthrown but 
for treachery. of national bqurge01s1e stop to assist mdtan nationa
lists to leat n from the lessons of Chmese revolution 1s duty of 
Bntlsh Comn\UPlsts who w1ll determinedly dzscharge thzs revolu
tionary duty impenahst!': condemrs th1s as secht1on stop the 
communists never professed loyalty to them on contrary they are 
avo\\ed enemies of impenahsm and are determmcd overthrow zt by 
by all means stop Spratt is aga m arrEsted thts tlme on charge of 
working class prop-aganda he was arrested "hi! est d1stnbuting \\ 1th 
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.. ... 

sorne members Workers Peasants Party of India leaflets among 
textile \\Orkers stnking in Bombay the strtke of textHe workers is 
to resxst wagecuts the tbird·m course of two years the reduction of 
wages in Bombay has had disastrous effects on Larcashire workers 
the preeent capitalist offensive in bncashire is closely connected 
with that in Bombay so activities of comrade. Spratt and Workers 
Peasants Party of India were not only in defence of Born bay wor· 
kers but also of Lancashire operatives stop lately reformist Labour 
leaders have been visiting Ind1a promising workers that country 
help in. struggle against cap1talism but here' is a representative of 
Briti&h proletariat arrested for actually helping India workers in 
the1r fight the propaganda of reformists is noL hirldered but even encou· 
raged by imperialist rulers· whilst least action of Communists aiding 
lndian workers in struggle for daily bread is suppressed stop. 
This is so because while former helps imperialist domination latter 
has for its uhimate object overthrow imperialism the conditions 
lnd1an working class cannot be appreciably improved the Indian 
people cannot be really free except by breaking bonds of imperialist 
domination the communists know this and all their activities are\ 
determined by this" basic necessity stop kindlJ use your influence to 
secure publication in lztdian.. papers: · 

FIELD 

P. 2434. 
Teiegram No. 0236 from C.P., 16, King Street, W.C .. 2. to 

National Congress, '36 \Vellington Street Calcutta., daftd 21st 
December, 1928. 

British ~omm~nist party sends through your congress 
warmest greetmgs all fighters India~ nati~mal .struggle stop hope 
you stand firm for independence with deeds not empty • words as 
only road freedom'from impenahst oppression stop, simultaneo\1s 
upport dominion status and independence equivalent abandonment 
latter stop hope congress will repudiate N.ehrus Report surrender 
and betrayal mass interests by private property pledges stop inter• 
n:ttlOnal y,orking cla<is solid behind indian s atm~a) struggle' asks 
you support indian toilers as mightiest force national emancipation 
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repudiate reformist imperiallst agents join world fight against 
1mperiahsm expl01tat1on. 

C. P., 16, King Street, W.C . .2. 

P. 2435. 
Telegram dated 21st December, 192S, from C. P., 16, King 

Street, W.C. 2. to Muzaffar Ahmed 2/1 European Asylum Lane, 
Calcutta. 

Britlsh communist party .. joyfully greets workers peasants 
congress congratulates revolut10nary mass fighters on heroic achieve· 
ments and through you voices solidarity class conscious Brit1sh 
workers w1th struggle oppressed masses Ind1a stop convmced your 
congress will draw lessons from rich experience recent strikes 
correct opportunist mistakes and prepa~e victorious advance mass 
struggle workers peasants under leadership proletariat stop we 
eagerly look forward establishment strong Indian communist party. 

C.P., 16, King Street, W.C. 2. 

p. 2436 . 
Tele~am .. dated 20th December, 1928 from Saklatvala to Joshi 

Secreta.ry Trade Umon Congresi Sandhurst Road BOMBAY. 

Just learned late~.=t Government outrage In arresting comrade 
Johnstone ant1 1mper1ahst league delegate to you best answer for all 
your assoCiated bodtes affiliate League and organise to :fimsh Impe~ 
rmhsm and consequent acts Government lawlessness and repression. 

Sakl at val a. 
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P. 2437. 
I 

I Telegram dated 16th December 1928 from Potter-Wdson to 
Workers and Peasants Party; Asylum Lane, Calcutta. 

Greetings to :first Congress Workers welfare league Hopes 
unity of workers,peasant Masses will b~ achieved for future strugiles. 

Potter-Wilson. 

p. 2438. 
Passport application dated 9-5-23 submitted by Hugh Pon

sonby Reynolds Rathbone. His photo is attached with the appli
cation. 

P. 2439 
Passpott -application dated 22-3-22 submitted' by Henry 

Graham Pollard. Hts photo is attached. wrth the application. ' 
I _II I ' 

P. 2440. 
Passport application dated 20-5-22 submitted by Douglas John 

Frederick Parson together with his photo. 
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P. 2441. 
Passport apphcation aated 9-11-27 'subm1tted by Harry Polhtt 

together w1th h1s photo. 
' ' 

P.2442 • 
Passport application dated 2i-10-26 submitted by Ph1hp spratt 

together with his photo. 

Francis Burell 

Ralph Wr1ght 

Graham Fullard. 

Dear Sir, 

P. 2443. 
B1rreiJ & Garnett. 

English and Foreign Booksellers. 
) 'i 

30 Gerrard Street 

London W. 

29 September 1926. 

. 
It is nessary for Mr. Philip Spratt, vwho has been employed as 

a buyer by ou,r firm for some time, to have a passport for Europe, 
Amer1:ca, an'd the Bntish Emprre, to enable h1m to attend the foreign 
sales to which we are giving mcreasing attention. 

50 

Yours faithfully 

Burell & Garnett 

Sd/- Graham Pollard. 



p 2444 
• • 

Passport No 349988.Dated 6·4·23 granted to Thomas Bell for 
travelling in the .Bnt1sh Empue, Franca' Belgmm, Holland, 
Germany, Poland, Latvia, L1thuama, Uruon of Soviet Socialist 
Repubhcs. 

The followmg entries are Important·-

Page 19. Russian VIsa gtven in London on 7-5·26. ~he 'Y}sa. 
has a hammer & sickle. 
On the same page there in the frontier stamp showing 
that Bell entered Russ1a on 13~6-,26. 

Page 25. There is Russian Yisa given at Moscow on 29-6-26, & 
there 1s another stamp on the same page dated 30-6-26 
of Moscow. 

P~ae 26. 
0 

Another Soviet V1sa g1ven in London on 12-11-26. 
There Is also a Frontier stamp dated 20-11·26. 

Page 30. Return V1sa g1ven in Moscow on 29-11-26. '.!-'he Fron· 
tier stamp IS dated. 19/12/26. · • 

p 2445 • • .. 
Passport No. 437486 dated 19th April 1927 · is"ued to 

Thomas Bell for travelhng m France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, 
Poland, Latv1a, Union of Soviet Sociahst Republics. The followmg 

h • I 
entnes in t e passport are Important :-

Page 7 :-Russmn Visa given m London on 22nd Aprill927. 
The Frontier stamp 1s dated 1-5-27. 

Page 10 -Return V1sa giVen at Moscow on 27th May 
I927. Frontier stamp 1s dated S-S~1927. 

Page 12 :-Sovtet V1sa. g1ven m Berlin on 9-5-1928. 
Frontier stamp 1s dated 11-5-1928. 

Page I4 :-Sov1et V1sa g1ven m Moscow on 4th September 
1928. Frontler stamp 1s dated 7 ·9-1928. 

Page 16 .-Sovwt VIsa gtven m Berhn on Oth Octo her 
1928. Frontier stamp 1s dated 11th October 
1028. 
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Page 18 :--Return V1sa in Moscow dated 11th June 1929. 
Frontier stamp IS dated 14th June 1929. 

:l'ages 22 & 23 ....... '.fhe stamps show that Bell was In Moscow 
fFom February 7th to May 3rd 1U29. 

P. 2446. 

Passport No. 105114 dated 21st December 1921 issued to 
C. P. Dutt. The followmg entnes are Import~t :-

Page 16 :-German :VIsa given 'n Mqscow on 4th June 1926. 
, Frontier stq.m.p for crossmg Eastern Frontier of 

Germany dated llth June 1,926. 

Page 30 ·-Lithuanian 'V1~~ Shows that Dutt was In Russia 
1n July 1928. 

Page 31 :-Latvian Visa proves that Dutt was in Russia m 
July 192S. , 

"'C 
Page 32 ·-So also the Pohsh V1sa grven in Moscow proves 

that Dutt was m Russia m July 1928. 

P. 2447. 
Apphcat10n dated 3rd May 1029 submitted by clemens Palma 

Dutt for obtai~ng a passport. His photo is 

attached w1th the apphcat10n. 



p, 2448. 
• - ,f 

Lette; datei! 4th May 1928 ftotn C P. Dutt to the Chief 
• 

Passport Officer, London, request.J.ng him to 1ssue a fresh Passport 
f ' 

in ex~ha.nge for the old one. , 

For provmg the signature and hand writing of C. P. Dutt. 

P. 2449. 
A receipt in the h-an~wnting of and' signed by C. P. Dutt. 

J • 

It runs as follow :-

May 21192g. 

J hereby acknowledge the receipt of Passport No. 804021 issued 
to me valid until June 28th 1929 endorsed for France, Belgtum, 

l • f 

Holland, Germany, Switzerland. 

(Sd.) 1C. P. Dutt. 

p~ 2450i 
' ' 

l;>assport No. 373120 dat~d.I2th May 1923 issued to H. P. 
l L f "' 

Rathbone for travelJmg tn. France, Belgrqm, Sw~tzerland; Holland, 
Germany, Czecho-Slovakia, Austria. The following entnes are Im
portant:-

Page 8 :-Passport was renewed in· Moscow by the British· 
M1ssion on 1st J nne 1927. 

Page 14:-Bea.rs a Russia.n Ex.it.V1sa given in ~foscow on 
29th September 1927. Frontier stamp 1s dated 
3.rd October 1927. 
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Page 19 -Soviet Visa given in Berlin on October 20tb, 
1927. Frontier stamp dated 22nd October 1927 • 
• 

Page 22-Russutn EXlt Vtsa given m Moscow on 16th 
• 

December 1927. Front1er stamp is date(\ 21st 
December 1!127. 

P. 2451~ 
Passport No 200326 dated 7th July 1922 issued to Harry 

Polhtt'for travelling m France, Belgmm, Holland, Germany, Nor
way, Sweeden, Denmark, Fmland, Polland, Austria, Latvia, 
Esthonia, Ltthnama and Unton of Soviet Socialist Repubhcs. The 
followmg entries are important :-

' -

Page 28 ·~Soviet VIs!1 given in Berhn on 14th October 192~. 
The Frontier stamp IS dated 15th October 192'l. 

Page 30 -Soviet Visa giVen m Moscow on 17th October 
19.J7. Frontier stamp 1s dated "Oth October 
1927. 

P. I 2452. 
Passport No. 567663 dated 9th November 1927 issued to 

Harry Pollitt. The followmg entries are important ·-

Page 8 :-Soviet Vtsa gtven in Berhn on 11th November 
1927 Front1er stamp 1s dated 12th November 
1927. 

Page 12- Sovtet Extt Vtsa given in Moscow on 6th Decem· 
ber 1927. Front1er stamp 1s dated 12th Decem· 
her 1927. 

Page 17 .-Soviet V1sa given in Paris on 26th .May 1928. 
Frontter stamp dated 30Lh May 1928. 
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Page 20 :-Soviet Exit Visa in Moscow dated lst June' 
1928. · Frontier stamp dated 5th J Ulle 1928. 

I 

Page 22 :-S9viet Visa given in Berlin on 26th November 
1928. Frontier stamp dated 19th December 
1928. 

I l 

Page 26 :-Soviet Visa given in Berlin on 9'th February 1929. 
Frontier stamp dated 11th February 1929. 

' Page 28 :-Soviet Exit Visa given at Moscow on 12th Feb· 
rua.ry 1929. Frontier stamp dated 14th February • 
1929. l 

Page 27 :-Soviet Exit Yisa given at Moscow on 26th ·Ma.~ch 
1929. Front1er stamp dated 28th March.1929 • 

. p. 2453" [1). 
f t, 

ApplicatiOn dated 7th July 1925 submit~ed . by Henry 
Graham Pollard for the renewal of his passport. · 

- . 
I P. 24n3 (2) 

Birrell and Garnett. 

Enghsh and Foreign Booksellers 

Francrs Burell 

Ra.lph Wnght 

Graham Pollard. 

HGP/NH. 

• 
80 Gerra.d Street, 

London, W. I. , 
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Dear Su, 

I should be very much obhged if you would endorse my pass
:po:rt ~nd that of my wlfe as Valid for Germa.ny, Czecho-Slovak1a, 
.Austria and Poland. I enclose a cbeque for 10/lld to cover the 
~~st of ;enewmg each passport for a further 1iv.e years, and the 
postage back to me at the aboye address. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sd.) Graham Pollard. 

~ 12th J nne 1928 .. 
The Passport' Office, 

JJondbn, 8. W. ·l .. 

P ·2454 <PJ " .. 
' 

A photo of the-r1ght hand Top cover portion of a passport 
~_pplication form. subm1tt~d by P. Glading. T~e entnes and the 

, signature are' presumably in the hana writmg of Percy Gladmg. 

:P. ·2455. 
Letter dated Berlm, 20th August~1928 from ShapurJl Saklat

wala to the Secreta:ry, the Foreign Dffice, Passport Department, 
London. The contents of the1letter are as under:-

Berhn. 

August 20th 1928. 

The Secretary, 

The Fore1gn Office. 

Passport Depart. 

London, 
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Dear Sir, 

I hold a joint passport for myself and my wife, which I had 
to keep w1th me when travelhng to Berlin, where I am. at present. 

My wlfe has now to travel alone, and join me m Berlin 
duung the week of the Conference of the Inter-parhamentary Umon, 
and she and I will be obhged to you to 1ssue to h~r immediately a. 
separate passport or necessary voucher to enable her to travel 
through the Contment and be m Berhn. · 

Our joint passport 1s 46677 4 dated 3rd, August 1923, and 
renewed agam on 3rd August 1925, w1th No. 75 on the rubber stamp 
mark. 

Yours truly, 

t (Sd.) ShapurJl Saklatvala. 

M. P. for N. Battersea. 

P. 2456. 
Passport application D 4- 11· 27 submitted by Anant 

Bhaskar Khard1kar. The declaration and signature are presumably 
in the handwntmg of Khardika.r. The apphcation is aooompainecl by 
Khard1kar's photograph. 

f 

P. 2457. <P). 
Letter dated Berhn, 31. 12. 28 from A. B.' Khardtkar to D. K. 

Kelkar, Paachgani, Satara Dist. Proves the handwnting and 
81gnature of A. B. Khard1kar. 
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. 
P. 2458 '[P]. 

. ' 
Letter da.ted 20- 2- 29, from D. K. Kelkar to A.. B. Khard1ka.r 

C/o Bei Role£, 24 Fnedr1chstrasse .~erhn S. W. 48, Germany. 

P. 2459. 
I ~ 

Speech delivered by. Radharama,n Mitra at Shradhanand Pfr~ 
on 20·1-29 ' (Sepa.rately Printed - Bengal Spaeches). · 

~~t~ 
P. 2460~ [S].-

A letter.sigJ1ed1by M. N. Roy'and addressed to ~essrs. Dange 
Usmani; Ghate and ,others •. SpeciaLMagistrate's.Oourt, Meerut,U P. 
In<llat,. '!'he p.o.st matk:on lhe.envelope..is Berlin 25- 9· ~9. 

~The letter is headed as follows.-

"My Cnmes" 

(An open letter to the Members of the Communist Intern&· • 
tiona.l) 

P. 246·1. 
Jail register relating to the admtssion of pnsoners or under

trials into to the Meerut jail. The followmg entry is important:-

Serial no. 41 
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Date : 

Na~e: . 

Caste, 

Occupation 

Residence 

Section of 
Act 

Descnption: 

Articles: -

Health: 
Age, Weight 

Height etc. } 
Signature or } 

Thumb Impression ' 

· AJodhia Pershad 

$/o 

Lala Ram Pershad. 

No Caste. 

Service. 

2/1 European A~ylum Lane Calcutta. 
Masranipur, D1st. Jhansi. 

2B· S· 29 

Wheat Complexion and flat face. 

One mole between the eyebrows. 

One Scar below left eye. One Small Scar 
on left cheek. 

Dhoti- Two 

'Shirt- Two 

Bhnyan1...;..1 One 

Langot- One 
! .,. ( I ' 

Slipper- One pau 

Coat- One 

Bed sheet' - One 
P1llow with case - One 

Dnrrie-- One 

Towel- One. 

G. 
' ll ! 

2 , 94; ' 5, 2rj 

Th mb I1ppress10n 

f Ajodbya Prasad 
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P. 2462~ 
' A file contaimng the d9cuments described below a.t

1 

Exbts 
P 2462 (1) toP. 2462 (f$) 

P. 2462 [1] 
Passport ,no 448220 D. 2- 12· 19 1ssued to R. Page Aronot 

--

P. 2462 [2]. 
Passport apphcation dated 11· 1· 22 subm1tted by Roberl 

Page Arnot 

I 

P. 246~ [3]. 
Labour Research Department 

-The Thrector, Pasoport Office, 

Dear S1r, 

'Eccleston Square, 

Westminster 

London S. W. I. 

18. 1. 22. 

I should be obhged if you would giv-e bearer my passport 1f Jt 
is ready. Th1s passport was sent in by me for renewal on Tuesday, 
January lOth. Aa 1t was after a penod of two years f10m the 
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granting of the ftrst' passport in Decembpr i919 and a.s the Visa.· 
space was completely :filled in, under the regulations q,n application 
was made for a,n application form to renew passport: l undetstand 
that normally two days is sufficient fdr this business but that a.t the 
present time there may be delay due to the removal of the passport 
office. I should, however, be very glad if you ·could now expedite 
the matter. 

Yours Fraternally, 

Sdt. R. Page Arnot. 

Apphcation for the renewal of passport, the first part ·of which 
was presumably filled in oy R. Page.Arnot 

P. 2462 [5]. 
Apphcation date~ 19· 5· ~1 for. endorsement of Passport no. 

4488220 submitted by R. Pa!Se 4mot. • 

I l. 
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.P. 2462 (6). 

Apphoat10n ~ated 14- 8- 22 for endorsement of Passport no. 
113203 subm1tted by R. Page Arnot. 

P. 2463. 
An issue of "Sunday Worker" dated 17-:.. 6 • 28, containing 

lL group photo of the followmg:-

N at. Watkins; Tom Mass; George Allison; Harry 
Polhtt; Wal Hanmngton. 

An xssue of "Sunday Worker'' dated 29 -1 ·28 
1o -

-
·P. 2465~ 

An issue of usunday Worktr" dated 24 ·2 -29. 
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P. 2466; 
An issue of "Workers' Life" dated 28 ·1 ·27. 

P. 2467. 
An issue of" Workers' Life" dated 7 -12 -28. 

P. 2468. 
An issue of ''The Worker" dated 4 ·1 -29. 

P.r 2469. 
Spe~ch of Radha Raman Mitra at the Maidan near 'the 

Ochterlony Monument on 19·1·29. 

(Printed Separately-Bengal Speeches). 
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p. 2470. 
' . . 

Speech of Dharani Kanta Goswami at the Maidan near the 
Ochter1ony Monument on 19·1·29. 

(Printed Separately-Bengal Speeches). 

P. 2471. 
• Speech of Muzaff~r Ahmed at Mirzapur Park on 20·1·29. 

(Printed Separately-Bengal Speeches). 

P.2472 
• 

Speech of P. Spratt at Mirzapur Park on 20·1·29. 

(Printed Separately-Bengal Speeches). 

p 2473 [f']. 
A certified photo copy of entries in the "Marks of Identifica· 

tion" register maintained in the Shipping Master's office, Bombay. 
The entries are as follows:-

(1) A. 

(2) Bombay 

64 



(3)• Black spot on Jeft.si~ Qf chest, one on lower part right 
side of stomach. • 

• 
(4) 'Thumb Impression. 

P. 2473 -£Pl <1). 
A certified photo copy of entries in the "Marks of ldentifica· 

tion" register maintained !n the Shipping Master's office, B\01;nbay. ~ 
I 

(1) Thumb of right. 

(2) Thumb impression. 

A certified photo copy of entries in the "Marks of Identifica· 

tion" register maintained in the Shipping Master's office, Bombay. 

(I) 14513 

(2) Abdul Hameed Abdul Currim 

(3) Bombay. (6) 'I 
5•2t• 

I . 
(4) 1906 t(7) Imampara. 

<s> M. (8) P. No.9 
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P. 2474· 
THOMAS COOK & SON (BANKERS) L TO. 

CALCUTT A 7th. November 1929. 

BE/FB. 

We hereby certify that the telegraph message contained in 
the attached form JS a true translation of a message received by us 
from' our London Office, and which was despatched by them on the 
3rd .. May 1928, in our private code. .. 

For Thos. Cook & Son {Bankers) Ltd .. 

Sd/. Illegible .. 

Manager. 
Enclos. 

F.B/AC .. 

THOS. COOK & SO.lf (BANKERS} LD. 

Trans,ation Telegram. 

Telegram from London. Time of despatch; 3rd May. 

Date; 4th May 1928. 

£200 ( Two hundred Pounds ). 

Travellers Cheques as follows to be supplied for before-mentioned 
amount, payment having been received here (to) Philip Spratt to be 
advised, addres$ in care of Kishori~al Gosh. I Kantapukar Lane. 

P. 2474 Cl>. 
No. A :225309 

Confirmatio'IJ of Telegf'apluc Payment. 
' 

London Office 3/5/1928. 

Calcutta Office. 

Dear Sirs, . 
·We hereby confirm our telegram to even date requesting you 

66". 



to supply travellers cheques td Philip Spratt, addressing care 
Kishonlal Gosh, 1 Kantapukut -~ane, for the sum of Two hundred 
pounds stg· 

Yours Truly. 

[200·0·0. For Thos. Cook & Son (Bankers) Ld. 
' 

Sd/. C, 0. Rapson. 

The above payment was sent under instructions. 

From Hugo Rathbone. 

P. 247 4 <2J. 
Thos. Cook & S<Jn (Bankers). Ltd. 

Philip Spratt Esqr. 

CJO Kishorilal Gosh Esqr; 

1, Kantapukur Lane, 

Calcutta. 

Dear Sir, 

Calcutta, sis/ 1928. 
"' 

We beg to advise you that we have today received telegraphic 
instructions from our London office to issue traveller cheques for 
£ 200/· in your favour and shall 'be glad if you ,will kindly give us 
a call in connection with same at your earhest convenience. . . 

• 
~- Yours FaithfullY' ·' 

Per Pro. Thos Cook & Son (Bankers) Ld. 

Sd/. R. H. Beeson. 
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·P. 24 7 4 t3>. 
' 

No. 930848 Calcutta Office uth. May 1928, 

Received of Thos Cook & Son (Bankers) Ltd., the sum of 
Two Hundre4 Potfnas 'Sterling, beingthe·amount of a tel"egraphic 
tran$£er from their London Office in my favour. 

, 1 \ \ 

Sd/· Philip Spratt 

£ 200·0·() 2/X European Asylum Lane. 

Calcutta. 

--

·r. l2475. 
' 

An o:ffic~alletter No. 7271 d/20·9·29 from Supdtt. of Pollee 
) • 1 I 'i-' ' j 

Lahore, to Supdtt.~of'Police Meerut, askmg whetJ;tercertam propetty 
which was attached from the person of M. A. MaJid of Mochx Ga~e 
Lahore, in connection with a case under 1.~.~0. "502/120, should be 
returned to Mir Mahom~d Bux the brother of M.A. MaJld. .M •. A. 
Majid has wntten m reply as follows :- • 

My property ID the custody of Lahore Pohce may be dehvered 
to Mir Mohamed Husain Sfo M1r Fateh Bux of Dhal Mohalla, .Moch1 
Gate, Lahore. 

' I, •' 

Sd. M. A. MaJid. 

P. 2476. 
Received Item No. 1 & 73 in my search list. 

·--
68 

Sd. :u. G. Desai, 
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. 
~Please permit me to s'e the exhibited & unexhibited portions of 

my search and those of Mr .. V. :a Joshi (my personal secretary). 

Yours truly, 

23·9. Sd. 8 .. A. Dange. 

P. 2478~ 
The following is in the hand writing of Dange :-, 

Seen e~bibited .& unexhibited search of KraDti Office. 

Sd. • S. K. Dange. 

'1-10-29. 

The following is in the band writing of Adhikari :-
:&Delved ' 

(1) Suit case 

(2) Leather hand bag • . 
(8) W rit1Dg Pad. 

£9 

Sd. G. Adhikari, 

23-8-29. 



r·. 2480. 
The followmg 1s in the band writing of Shaukat Usmani;

Received three copies of Paya.m-i-Mazdoor d/3, 10 and 17th. of 
March 1929. 

Sd. Shankat U sma.ni, 

6·9-29.) 

P. 2481. 
The following 1s in the hat,td wnting of Jhabwala :

Received 1tems Nosr 19-20-21·22 which are returned to me. 
~ . . 

. P. 2482. 

· Sd. S. H. J .. 

10-8-29 . 

The followmg is 1n the hand wntmg of Mtrajkar :-

I have inspected the une:xh1bited portion of my search and wiiJ 
inspect the ~xbtb1ts tomorrow. 

.. 
Sd. 8. S.M. 

7-10 29. 

Inspected all the exh1b1ts mentioned m the above apphcat1on. 

Sd. 8. 8 MuaJkar, 
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P. 2483. 
The following IS in the hand writnig of MiraJkar -

Bece1 ved one copy of India & China. 

Sd S S. M;IraJka.r, 

30-8-29. 

P. 2484. 
22 H1gh Court of Allahabad notices. aeryed on ~3 of the 

Meerut Oonsp1racy accused. . 
_,.,..., .. 

· 'These notices contain tha Signatures of the followmg .-
,...., 

( 1 ) P. Spratt 

( 3 ) AJodhya Pd. 

( 5) Dham Goswami 
t 

( 7 ) G. 0. Basak 
_. 

( 9) K1shori Lal Ghosh 

(11) R. Mitra 

(13) 8. H. Jbabwala. .... 

(15) S. 8. 1\ItraJkar 

(17) M. G Dasa1 

(19) G. R Kasle 

(21) M. A. M&Jld. 

( 2) B. F. Bradley 

( 4 ) Shauka.t U sma.n i 

( 6.) Muzaffar Ahmed 

( 8) 8. Huda. 

(10) Gopendra. Chakravarty 

(12) 8 V. Ghate 
ll • .. 

(14) D. B Thengdi 
.l ... ( 

(16) G. Adbtkarl 

(18) • A. A. Alwe ( in Marathi ) 

• 
(20) Saban Smgh Josh. 

(22) Kedar N atb Sa~ga.l. 
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l. 

5· 

6. 
\ 

7· 

B. 

~ 10. 

I I. 

12. 

P. 2485. 
COMPLAINT. 

Kmg Emperor 

Versus 

i>hillip Spratt, 2/1 European Asylum Lane Calcutta. 

Benjamin Francis Bradley, Bombay. 

Ajodhya Prasad son of Ram Prasad, of Mauranipur, Jhansi 
and 2/1 European Asylum Lane Calcutta. 

Shaukat U smani son of Ghulam Bahauddin, Mohalla U stan, 
B1kaner and Room No: 2, 4th floor, Block No. B, 
Aga Khan Building, Haines Road, near Jacob 
Circle, Bombay. 

Puran Chand J bshi, Holland Hall, Allahabad. 

Gauri Shankar, Anand Math, Meerut. . , 
L. R. Kadarn, Gudri Bazar, Jhansi. 

·Dr. V. N. Mukharji son of Dr Harish Chandra Mukharji, 
of Jafra Bazar, P. S. Kotwali, district Gorakhpur. 

Ch. Dhararnvir Singh, M.L.C. {V1ce President, Workers, 
, ~nd Peasants"· Party} Meerut. 

Dharni Goswmi, son of Rmani Mohan, of Jasodal, Kishore· 
ganJ, Mymensmgh. 

Shih Nath Banarji son of Dwarka Nath of Rangdia, Khulna. 
J ' 

Muzaffar Ahmed son of Mansur Ali Sarkar1 of Musapur, 
Police Station Sandw1p, Noakhali and No. 2/l 

European Asylum Lane, Calcutta. 
I 

' 
Gopa1 Ba~ak soQ of Brindaban of Nawabpur, Dacca. 

Sha~sul ~uda, 2/1 European Asylum Lane, Calcutta. 

15. ' Kishori Lal Ghosh, son of late Nanda Lal, I Kantapukur 
Lane•, Calcutta 

16. Gopendra Chakravarty son of Harendra Lal of Wari, 
LohaJang, Dacca. 

17. Radha Raman M1ttra son of Bipin Behari, of village 
Bamanpura, ·Burdwan. 

18. Sripad Amrit Dan&"e, MuiJi Haridas Chawl, srd floor Nagu 
Sayaj1's 1\ ad1, Parbhadev1 Road, Bombay. 
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19. Schhidanand Vishnu Ghate, 17, Dwarkadas ?viansions, 
Sandhurst Road, Bombay. 

20. S. H. Jhabwalla of Khar, Bandra in the Bombay Suburban 
dtstrict. , 

21. Dhondi RaJ Thengdi son of Gunwant alias Arkoba Thengdi, 
229 Sadashiv Peth, Poona City. 

22. Keshav Nilkant Joglekar, z68, Fanaswadi, Bombay. 

23. Shantaram Savlaram Mirajker, 2/3 Khandke Building Lady 
Jamshedj1 Road, Dadar, Bombay. 

24. Raghunath Shivram Nimbkar, Contractor Building No: 2 1 

2nd floor, Charni Road, Oppos1te Prarthana Samaj 
Bombay. 

25. Gangadhar Moreshwar Adhikari, Bhimrao Atmaram's Wadi, 
Block No: 3, 3rd floor, iThakurdwar Road, 
Bombay. 

26. Motiram Gajanan Desai, Jariwala 'Bullding, 2nd floor 
Sandhurst Road near Dr. Parekh's Hospital, 
Bombay. 

27. Arjun Atmaram Alve, Shivram Agri's Chawl, first floor, 
close to Elphin::>tone Mill, Bombay. 

28. Gobind Ramchandra Kasle, Bombay Development Depart· 
ment's Chawl No: 24, grp,und floor, near DeLisle 
Road Police Station, Bombay. · 

29. So han Smgh Josh soni of Lal Singh J at, of village Chetanpura 

• 
P_ S. Ajnala, distnct Amritsar,living in Islamabad, 

a suburb of Amtitsar • . 
I 

30. :M. A. Majid alias Abdul Majld son of Mir Faiz Baksh 
Kashm1n o(.Dh:il Mohalla, inside Mochi Gate, 
Lahore C1ty. ', 

31. Kedar Nath Sehgal son of Bhag Mal, Kucha Moiasian Paper 
Mandi, Lahore City. .. 

The complaint of Mr. R. A, Horton .Officer on Special Duty 
under the D1rector, Intelhgence Bureau,Home Department,Govern .. 
ment of India, Showeth: 

I• That there exists in Russia an organisation called the 
Communist lnternat10nal. The aim of this organisation is, by the 
creahon of armed revolution, to overthrow all the existing forms of 
Government throughout the world and to replace them by Soviet 
Repubhcs subordmate to, and controlled by the Central Soviet 
adm1J.htrat10n 1n 1\los<;:ow. 
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(2} That the said , ~ommumst Intemati~nal carries on its 
work and propaganda through various committees, branches and 
orgamsations, controlled by and subJect ~o ttsel.f, e. g. ~h~ Ex_~cutlve 
Cbnifuittee of tfie Commumst Interriat10nal ( E. C. C. I. ), and 
vanot:s sub-committees of the same, mcludmg a sub-committee con· 
cerned with Eastern and Coloma! affa1rs ( Colonial Bureau ) the 
.tommu~ist Party of Great Bntain; ( C. P. G. B. ) which 1s 'a 

J ... f .... .. • 

section of the Commumst Internat10nal, the Red Internahonal of 
Lab9ur lJnionsl { .R. I. L.· 11J.•), the Pari-Pacific Trade 1iUmon 
S~cr~tariat, the League Aga~n"t Impenalism, the Young Commumst 
LMgue ( 'Y. c; L )and various other bodles/ . ': I ! 

\ I 

3) That the ultimate objective of the said <;ommunist 
Ifernahonal is1the Cdmplete paraly;is and 'overtlirow o( e'XlStl~~ 
Gb'verhm'ents m every c6imtt:ry ( 1.ncltidh1g Irld1a'), by means of a 
general stnke and armed upnsmg. It has outlined a programme or 

t 

plan· of campaign· wh1ch ~hould be followed for the achievement, of 
t~i? tl'ltlmate objectiye. ArJ\onp- t~e methcds so ordained are . 

. 
a) The incitement of antagonfsm between Capital and Labour. 

' 

' ' \ b) The creabon of Workers' and Peasants'. Parties, Youth 
Leagues: Uilions, etc., osten~1bly forlthd bcn'efit of the members 
thereof, but Irt fact for the purpose of propaga1lda: the domination 
of such parti~s brComrnunists pl~dged to support the aims of the 
Communist {nternadonal, and the umficatwn of such bodies under 

l • ... I 

one control subservient to the Communist Inter·National. 
{) ""~ • .... _ .. t ! ., ~~ 'r ., ' ' \ ~ I I, , .. , ~~ .. f l ... t • ' 

c) The mtrod~cti?n of _fractions or nrcl~i ,of, such communists 
with illegal obJeCts as af~res~ua into existmg T:ade, Unmns,Natlon· 
ahst bod1es and political and other organisations, with the obJect 
of eapt\trihg the same ·or·o btainir.g their support ln the interest· of 
the t:6mmunls£ (lt1terdatibnal~ " - ' 1 

• 

d) ' The encouragement of stnke.s, hartals, and agitations. 
\ I t~ t f} .... I i\.... I... V" ) ~ "' 

e) Pr.opaganda by speeches, Inerature, newspapers the celebra· 
,. ... - ~ .. " 

tion of annivc~saries connected w1th the Russian revolution 
I 

etc. etc. 
l 1(. : ' 

f), The utilisation and encouragement of 
1
any movements hostlle 

to the Government. 

4) · That in the year 1921 the said Communist International 
determmed to estabhsh a branch organisation m British India, and 
the accused Snpad Amrit Dange, Shaukat Usmani 'and Muzaffar 
Ahmed entered mto a- consp1racy '\v1th certain other persons to 
establish such branch organisations whh a v1ew to depnve the 
king Emperor of h1s sovereignty of Br1ttsh Ind1a • 
. ' • 

5) That thereafter various persons, includmg the accused 
Phillip Spratt and BenJa}llm Francis Bradley were sent to Ind1a by 
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the Communist International through the medium of one of its 
• \ I "' 

branches or orgamsations, ~nd Wlth the obJect of furthering the 
aims of the Cor.-munist International. 

6) That the accused named m this complaint reside at different 
centrEs throughout British India. They have conspired with each 
other and with oth~~ persons known or unknQ,wn within or without 

., t jl I -. t .,. .... - .. 

British India, to deprive the King .Emperor of the sovereignty of 
Brihsh India, and for such pu~pose: to u.se the xnethQds and carry, 
out the programme and plan of campaign outlined and ordained by 
the Communist· International, and in fact they used sllch methods. 
and carried out such pl~n of campaign with. the assistance of, and 
financial support from the communist, International. 

I /r 1 ,. J 1 t. 

~). That tpe accused have ·met. and conspi:ed together as 
aforesaid at various places w1thin and without British India, and 
amongst others at_Meerut, and in pursuance of such conspiracy' as 
aforesaid, the a$!cup,ed £Jrm~d ~. \'.{o.rkers' 'an?, P.easa_?~~; Pa!t1 at: 
Meerl:!t and there held a conference thereof. - • 

8) That the above named accused have committed an offence 
under Eection I 2 x -A of the Indiap Pepf.~l Cq~_r aqcl wit~in1 the ... 
j~risdictio~ of this Court. 

If
1
i<;, therel?re~, P!aY.e~d thaf th,e ~~';l~t will epquire into the 

above named offence. 

Sd/-R. A. Horton, 
""" r "" " ~ 

Ofi!c~r. on sl',_eclal ,Dut:y' U.nderl the 

Director, Intelligence. Bureau, 
' 

H. D. Governtnent of lndia ... 

March 15, 1929. 

Th.is complaint. ha~. toc;l~y • .be~n. filed by, ).\I~. R. A. Horton 
and declarec! by him tor be • corr~~~t I 

Sd/· E~ H'! H.: Edy~. 

Dist. Magst. 

Meerut. 

I 
I 

\Varrant to issue for the arrest of the accused4. 

' Sd/ E. H. H. Edye. 
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P. 2485 (1). 
SANCTION ORDER: 

Whereas 

J. Philip Spratt, 2/r European Asylum Lane, Calcutta: 

2. Benjamin Franc1s Bradley, Bombay: 
' I 

3·- Ajodhya Prasad son of Ram Prasad, of Mau·Rampur, Jhansi 
and 2/ I European Asylum Lane, Calcutta: 

4~ Shaukat ~smani son of· Ghu1am Bahau~din, Mahalia Ustan, 
Bikaner and Room No: 2, 4th floor, Block No: 8, 
Aga Khan ·Building, Haines Road, near Jacob 

Circle, Bomblay: ~ 
• • • 

S· Puran Chand 1 oshi, Holland Hall, Allahabad: 
. 

6. Gauri Shanker, Anand Math Meerut: 

1· L. R. Kadam Gudri Bazar, Jhansi. 

8. Dr. V. N. MukharJi son of Dr. Harish Chandra Mukharji, of 
Jafra B~zar, P. S. Kotwali, District Gorakhpur: 

g. Ch: Dharamvir Smgh •M. L . .C. (Vice-President, Workers' & 
Peasants' Party), Meerut: 

10. Dharani Goswami, son of Ramani Mohan, of Jasodal Kishore· 
ganj, Mymensingh: 

I,I. Shih Nath Banarji son of Dwarka Nath of Rangdia, Khulna. 

12. Gopal Ba.sak son of _Brindaban of Nawabpur, Dacca. 

13.. Muzaffar Ahmed son of Mansur Ali Sarkar. of Musapur, 
' Pohce Station Sandw1p, Noakhah and No 2/1 

European Asylum Lane Calcutta. 

14. Shamsul Huda, 2/l European Asylum Lane Calcutta. 

zs. Kishon Lal I Ghosh, son of late Nanda Lal I Kantapukur 
Lahe Calcutta. 

• 

16. Gopendra Chakravarty so~ of Harendra Lal of \Vari LohaJang 
Dacca: 

17. Radha Raman Mittra son of Btpm Behan of village Baman 
1 para Burd wan 

18. Sripad Amnt Dange MulJi Har1das Chaw! 3rd floor Nagu 
Saya]l's \Vad1 Parbhadev1 Road Bombay. 
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19-

:2 I. 

, 
2~ .. 

.so. 

I 

Sachhidanand Vishnu '"Crate, 17, Dwarkadas Mansions, 
Sandhurst Road, Bombay: 
""• • ...... .... r.,. .,_ .. t \ l ~ ,,.. 4 ..,. I 

S .. H. Jhabwalla of Khar, p~~?.ra f? ~~ ~~~b?Y. ~up~El?a~ 
District: . - \ 

Dhondi Raj ·~h~ngdi son of Gunwant alias Arlcoba·Th~ngdi 
S • P .h .. Jp· • , tc·, .... 

229 adashtv et , oom 1ty: 
1 'f ,. \' 

Keshav' Nilkant Joglekar, tc8, Fan~s~adi; Bombay: 
I I ' .1 ' • '( l ~ 

Shantaram Sav]aram Mirajkar, 2/3 Khandke Building~~ 
Lady Janshedj1 Road, Dadar, Bombay. 

Raghunath Shivram Nimbkar, Contractor, Buildmg No. 2, 

2nd floor, <..harni Road, opposite Prarthana Samaj, 
Bombay: 

"',. 
' ' 

Gangadhar Moreshwar Adhikad, Bhimrao, Atm~ram"s 
Wadi, Blo~ No. j,' 3n:i: floor, Thakurdwar Roacl, .. 
Bot;nbay. 

Motiram Gajanan Desai. Jariwala Building, 2nd fhor. 
Sandhurst Road near Dr ... ,. Parekh}s Hosp1tal, 
Bombay: 

Arjun ~tmar~l~ ~lv~, Sp_ivram t\gri's ,Ch_a_.wl, first floor, 
close to Elphin~:one Mtll, Bombay: 

• ~ r r ' ' " ' ~ 

.Go~ind ;RaD?ehandra Kas)e, Bombay Development Depart-
, rnents thawl No. 24, ground Roo'r, near DeLisle 

l • 

Roa~ Follce St~u-on, Bombay: 
r J , t .. 1 r ,. t • 

1 

Sohan Singh 1 osh son of Lal Singh J at, of vili-age ChetanM 
pura, p, S Ajna1a1 Distnct Amntsar, livirtg in 
Islamabad, a suburb {)£ Amntsar; 

)I 

.~·A. ¥aj!d -alias Abdt:.l Mnj1d ~-cn o.f ,Mir Faiz Hakhsh, 
Kas~ltliri of Dha.l Mohalla, ,Inside Mochi Gate, 
L ahor~ C1ty: 

Kedrw Nath Sehgal son of Bhag Mal, Kuch.a Moiasian, 
• t f i I 1 t f ~ 

Paper Mandt, Lahore ~city: ' 

,have ~nter~d ~to a conspiracy to dep~ive the ~ing of the 
sovereignty of Bntlsh Indi~, and have thereby committed an offence 
pumshable under section 121~A of the lnd1an Penal Code, Now 
th'erefor~ the Governor:G~ner'ar ' u?. 'Council, ifi pursuance 
uf the prov1sions of sechon 196 of the Criminal' P;ocedure Code, 
1898, orders Mr. R. A. Horton,' Officer on Specia 1 Duty under the 
Duector, Intelhgence.Bureau, Home Department to file a complamt 
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against the said persons in respect of the said offence in the court 
of the District Magistrate, Meerut: 

Dated th1s 14th day of March 1929: 

Sdf-H. G .. Haig. 

SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 1 NDIA. 

HOME DEPARTMENT: , 

P. 2486. 
I 

COMPLAINT, . . 
_KING EMPEROR. 

VERSUS 

PHILIP? SPRATT & OTHERS . 
. 

The complaint of Mr. R. A. Horton Officer on Special Duty 
under the Du-ector Intelhgence Bureau, Home Department, 

, Government of Ind1a showeth :.-

(1) That the accused mentioned in the Schedule hereunto 
annexed and marked A ha.ve consp1red With each other and with theo 
persons named 1n the Peht10n of Complamt dated 15th March 1929 
(copy of whwh is annexed hereto and marked B) and w1tb othe~ 
persons known or unknown w1thm or wtthout Br1t1sh Ind1a to 
depnve the Kmg Emperor of the Sovereignty of Bntrsb Ind1a xn 
the circumstances and 1n the manner set out m the sa1d complamt 
and have used the methods and ca.rrul'Cl out the plan of campaign • 
therein set forth. The complamant prays that the sa1d annexure 
B be read as part of th1s Complamt. 

(2) That the saul accused named in the Scheclule A hereto 
have comm1tted ~n offence under section 121-A Iudlan Penal Code 
and withm ·the junsdwt10n of thts court. 

It 1$ therefore prayed tha.t the Court w1ll enquire into the 
above named offence. 

Sd. R.A.HORTON 
11-6--29. 

Officer on Spemal Duty nncler the 

Duector, Intelligence Bureau7 
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H. D., Government of India. 

BcheduZs " A ., • 

1. H. L. Hutchinson, 

C/o Miss Cha.ttopadhyaya., 

• · 5, Napier Road, 

Fort, 

'Bombay. 

Amir Haider, 

General Motors, Ltd,, · 

Rehmu Seth's Chawl, 

Ghelbhai Street, 

1\fadanpura, 

:Bombay 
' 

' . 
Sd. R. A. HORTON 

• 
11-6-29. ,. 

Officer on Special Duty under the 

Director, Intelligence Bureau, 

H. D., Government of India. 

P. 2486. 
(Schedule "B "). ., 

~ 

This 19 the complaint printed at Exh.P. 2485 p.bo'V'e (q-v) • 
• 
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P. 2486 [1]. 
WHEREAS. 
II ! l ' ' 

AMIR HAIDER KHAN, nat1ve of Kahlian Fiahan-Post 
Office Kallar-D1stnct Rawalpmd1, :Punjab, has entered into a. 
conspiracy to depr1ve the Kmg rot the ~overeignty pf 'J3nt1sh India, 
and has thereby comm1tted an' offence pumshab1e under Section 
121· A of the I?-dian Penal Cod~. Now ,therefore the Governor
General in Counml, m pursuance of the pifJV}SIOns of SectiOn 196 of 
the Cr1mmal Procedure Code, 1898, orders Mr. R. A. HORTON, 
Officer on Spemal Duty under the lJ.l;rector, .Intelligence Bureau1 

Home Departmep.t, to file a oomplamt agamst the sard person m 
respect of the sa1d offence tn the Court of the Add1tlonal Mag1strate, 
Meerut 

t • 

J;:>ated this 8th Day of ~:(:p.n~ J.9,gf}. 

:S<l ;r. A WOODHEAD 

Secrrt~;ry to the Government of India. 

'VHEREAS, 

HUGH LESTER HUTCHINSON has entered into a 
conspiracy to dep1nve the King of the sovereignty of Bntish India. 
and has thereby committed az: *~~~e pumshable under ~ectwn 
121-A of the Ind1an Penal Code. Now therefore the Governor
General m Conned, m pursuance f>f the Proviswns of Sectwn 196 .. 

A of the Cnmmal Procedure Code, 1S9S, orders Mr. a. A HORTON, 
Officer on Spec1al Duty 'under the Duectorr Intelligence Bureau, 

~:. - t • ,.. • 

Home· Department, to }i!e .a ,c9,mpl~1~~ agamst the said person m 
respect of the said offence m the court of the Add1tlona.l Magistrate 
Meerut. 

, ,Dated tlus 8th Day of June 1929'. 
C. ,. ~ ,. .._ I J J I 

• 
(Sd.)· J. A. WOODHEAD, 

3ecretary to the Government of India .. 

---
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P. 2487. 
A. Magazme in English ent1tled "Chinese Correspondence", 

Weekly organ of the central Executive committee of the Kuomin-•. 
tang. 

---o:--

P. 2488. 
. . 

A copy of the Indlan Dally Telegraph dated 16th January 
1929, contammg amongst others an art1Cle heade~ "Peas~nt's and 
Worker's Party" by.,Dr. B1swa, Nath MukerJI. 

P. 2489· 
Papers, etc. prohibited from entenng Indla under Sect10n 19 

of the Sea Pustords Act. (Act VIII of 1878). 

>', 

Senal 
No. Name. 

Number and date of 
Government of 

India order. 
. ~. Remarks. 

'1. 

. 2. 

3. 

" 
"Internat10nal Press Commerce Depart

corres-pondence" or ment Notrficatwn ., 
"Internationale Presse No 1456, dated 

Ootrespondence", "or 18th March1 1922. 
Internationale 

Pre sse Korrespon • 
denz" 

"lndla 1D Tran
sition" 

''The Advance 
Guard'' 

Commerce Depart
ment N oti.ficatwn 
No. 4909, dated 
i3rd September 
1922. 

Commerce Depart
ment Notlficatwn • 
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Journal printed by 
the Fr1edrichstadt " 
Druckerei, Berhn,. 
&nd Issued from the 
Fnednch-strassa, 
Berhn, 1D German, 
French and Enghsh.' . 
A book by ~f. N. 

Roy, published at 
Geneva. (See Ser~al 
No.7. 

Newspaper purpor
ting to be pnnted by 



No~ 5597, dated 
28th dctober 1922 

• 

the Emerald Press, 
22 St. Pa.tnck Road 
Dubhn, and pubh~hed 
m London 

4 "Indta's Problem Commerce Depart- A Pamphlet by 
ment Notlficahon Manabendra Nath 
No. 6391, dated 9th Roy, (See Senal 

and Its solutwn". 

December 1922. No 7). 

5. !'What do we want". Commerce Depart-
ment Noti:fica.tlon 

No. 6757, dated 
,23rd December 
1922. 

&i All Pubhcat19ns Commerce Depart· 
1ssued by the "Red -ment ;N otrficatwn 
Internatwnal of ' No. 907 d9.ted :;.oth 
Labour U mons". February, 1923. 

• 
7. All Publications • Finance Depart-

Issued by M. N. Roy menb N ettficatiOn 
or Evelyn Roy. No. 581, dated 'i'th 

July 1923. 

a. Fmance Depart-
"The Masses of ment N otlficat10n 

' I Ind1ah. No, 236-I-Cus.25, 
dated 5th March 
1925. 

g, "League Against Fmance Depart-
oppressiOn in the went Notification 
Colonies'~ now styled No. 25 dated 30th 
' ~ t ~ the·' eague Agamst Apnl1927. 
i:mpt::riahsm and colo-
mzatwn and for Nat-. ' 
ional L1bert1es'~. 

10. Any copy of any Fmance Depart-
publicatiOn tssued by ment Not1ficn.t10n 
or emanatmg from (a) No. 26, date.I the 
The Commumst 28th May 1927. 
Internat10nal, or (b) any 
orgah1sat1on affihated 

A pamphlet by 
ManabendraNath 

Roy, (See Senal 
No.7) 

Any publications 
1ssued by the "Red 

Interna.twnal of Lab· 
our U mons" where-
ver and in whatever 
language, they may 
be prmted • 

Any publicatiOns 
Issued by M. N. Roy 
or Evelyn Roy wber-
ever and m whatever 
language, they may 
be prmtecl. 

A monthly pencdi· 
cal published m 
Par1s. 

, See also Serxal 
No.ll 



to, or controlled by or 
connected with the 
Communist lnterna· 

t1onal. 

11. Any hterature emana• Fmanoe D~part- See also Serial No.9 
tmg from the "World ment Notification 
League Agamst Im· No. 31, dated 4th 
periahsm" or 'League June i927~ 
Agamst Impenahsm' 

P; 2490. 
Pubhcatwns, etc., proscnbed under Section 99-A, of the Cede 

of drub.inall?t6cedure 

Name of Part~-. Name of Place of Notified l3y renoti 
Sena1 proscribed cu1ars of author tf pubhcatton or1gmally fication. 

No. pubhcation pubhca· known. by (w1th 
t1on. date). 

Communi- Manifes· Manifesto; Oalctttta. Burma, No. Madras, 
1. $t Party of 

Ind\a. 
to~ dated l5hh 165, dated No. 165 

May 1928 2nd June dat~d 2nd 

2 "Ek Com· Urdu 
mumst ka pdpmh· 
Pa1gam'' let wjth 
(the mos· transla· 

published 1926. June 1926 
by J. P. Ceutral • 

13egethotta, Provmces, 
and M. Ah· No.l031 

med and 67 4-IV, 
prmb~d by dated 8th 

S. C.l\Iaju• Jrtly 1926. 
mdar, 'Sree 
Gautn.nga 

Press, 
Calcutta. 

Issued by 
Shams·ud
Dm Hasan, 
Labour 
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Lahore. Umted Central 

Provmces, Provmces 
No. 784· No 425,~15 IV, 

VIII·62, -dated 3rd 

' 



sage of a t10n in 
commu- Enghsh. 

ll'St). 

Pubhshing 
House 
Lahore 

and prmted 
by Lala Ram 
Saran lal of 
the Bande 
Matram' 
. Press, 
Lahore. 

--. .. , 

'' r 

'p;:.·2~91., 
c ;- t;( ....... ' ' 
~f:n~etn~~ional Press Vol. 2 No. 66 

:::':c~orte~ po?dence. 
' . ~ '\ ) Vol 2 No ss l,, lj.' 
' 2 No. 89 ,, , 

) 2 No. 97 " 
, 

" 
, 2 No. 99 

)J , 2 No. 107 
,, , 2 No. zo8 
, 

" 3 No. 2 

" 
, 3 No. 3 

" 
, 3 No. 4 

,, ,, 3 " 6 ' 
,, ,, 3 ,. 1 

,~ 

" 3 " 9 
• 3 40 (22) , ,, , 
,, " 3 " 49 

dated lOth March 
February HJ26. 

1926. 

Date 8th A'ug. 1922 

" 3rd Oct. 1922 
, I 7th Oct. 1922 

" 1oth Nov. 1922 
16th Nov. 1922 

~ 

" 
" 5th Dec. 1922 
,, 7th Dec 1922 
., sth Jan. 192,i 
, 9th Jaq., I~2j . 
" 1oth Jan. 1923' 

16th Jan. • 
" 1923 

... 
n " " ,, 23rd Jan. 

< 

1923 
,, 31st May. 1923 

', 12th Jnly., 1923. 

" " 3 " so (29) " 12th Joly 1923 
,, - ~ ,, 3 '' 65 H 6th Oct. 1923 • 

" 
, 4 , 24 , xoth Apr J9~4 

" 
, 4 " 34 ,, 18th june 1'924' • ,, 
" 4 ,, 61 " 28thAug. 1924 

,, 
" 4 , 62 ,, 29th ., 1924 

" 
, 5 " 3 ', 12th Jan. 1925 

u , 5 n 5 u 15th , 1925 
( 

5th Feb. 1925 , " 5 ,. II " 
" 

,, 5 •It 42 " 7th, May I ;25 
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International Press Vol. 5 No. 43 Date., I4th May 1925 

Correspondence , s , 69 ., xoth Sept l925 

u n 6 u 26 ,~ 8th April 1926 
I 

, .. .6 " 40 , 13th May 1926 

" 
. 

" 7 " 51 " ISt Sept. 1927 
I ' 2oth'6ct. '1927 

" " 7 , :59 , 
,, . 

" 8 , . 2 
" uth Jan. 1928 

It .. 8 " II " utMarch1928 . 
, 

" 8 It 12 , ut March1928 

')t " 
8', 14 " 

8th " 1928 • 
- 8 16 ~~ 15th ,·, 1928 , " " .. ,, -" 8 " I1 xsth " 1928 tt " 

., 
' 

" .. 8 
" .19 " ~2nd-,. 1928 

" 
, • 8 ,. '25 " 3rd May 1928 

I \ .. ~'i 

" 
,, 8 " 60' ., 6th Sep. 1928: 

\~ '•' ' ,, ' " 8 " 65 " 
2ht I,;, 1928 1 

.' h ' 

" 
,, 8 tt 92 ,, 31st Dec,, t92( 

" . 
9 ,, 3 

I xsth Jan: -19.29, 
" " " " . 

I ' • • 

, , 9 " IS " uth Aprill929 

i>. ·2492. 
~ f 

A book in English entitled "Soviet Russia" by Jawaharlal 

N~hru. 
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· P. 2493. 
An .application submitted by some~ of the accused to the A. 

D. M. Meerut. It bears the signatures of the following:-... . 
, (1) B. F. Bradley (2) R. S. Nimbkar. (3) S. V. Ghate (4) 

'' I S. S~ Mirajkar (S) H~ L. Hutchinson (6) P. Spratt (7) K. N. }ogle· 
k'ar (8) M. A. Majid (9) S. A. Dange (10) Shaukat Usmani (1 1)' 
Ajodhya Prasad (12) Gouri Shankar h3) Laxman Rao kadam (14) 
Kedar Nath Sahgal. (Is) Shib Nath Banerji (16) R. Mitra. (l7) 
vopal Basak (x8) -Dharani Goswami (lg) G. Chakrevarty (-'o) G. 
Adhikan (21) Sohan Singh Josh. ! (22) D. R. Thengdi (23) P. C. 
Joshi. 

Sa.raswat1 Maohme Prmting Press, Meerut, U. P., India.. 



. 
P. 2499 

Lower Court~ English deposition of Albert George Foster 
P. W. 29S. 

P. 2500 
' I I 

A book in Russi:t.1J call~~ "tV ~Wtgre~a of the Profintern". . . 

P .. 2.501' 
' 

Lower Court's English Deposition of William Me Bric;le 
P. w. aop. 

P~ 2502, [1]:. . ' 

Lower Court,'s,Englisb.:Oeposit.ioll of J .. N. Bose B. W •. 6. - .. 

P. 2502 <2>, 
Lower Court's Urdu ~epositiot\ of J. N. Bose (P.W. 6) 

( 1 ) 



P. 2503 
Sketch plan of 2/1 European Asylum Lane, Calcutta. 

P. 2504 
. Dharnni Goswami read a paper in Hindi depicting the 

benefit the men will ~ccrue by joining the Union. 

P.· 2505 
Radha Raman Mitter a member of the Cal. Comp. Teachers' 

Union sytl}pathised with the strikers and said that they were also 
in the same boat with them. There .were 700 of them who were 
striving for increment and some concessions but to no effect. The 
C.R.O. Wc\b trying to break the Hartal with police help. He had 
seen E·uropean Pohce with revolver patrolling in Dist Gemkhana." 
They should remain firm The rich were all combmed to suppress 
the poor. 

Dharani Goswami said that many members of the Swaraj Party 
were present in that meeting. they were committing great oppres
sions on them (strikers) in the name of the country (Purshottam Rai 
presented. Virwanda-let him say). He wanted to move a resolulion 
again'st that Swaraj Corporation who was giving them great trouble 

• (Purshottam Ra1 again tried to exist a disturbance but V uwanda 
stopped him). The resolution was to the following effect:-

Resolved that a wire be sent to the General Secretary A.I. 
C. C. communicating the reactionary attitude of the Swaraj, Cor· 
poration and its highhanded activities through the police help in 
handling the strike situatioa in Calcutta. 

i( 2 ) 



" 

• 
The spealcer explained, the resolution and asked the st!ikers if 

they agreed. They alJ agreed and the resolution was passed. 

P. 2506 
./ ' 

Muzaffar Ahmed, in the course of his speed~ obserV'ed 
that there were two types of Nationalist Movement-one being the 
capttahsts' Nationalist Movement and the other mass Nationalist 
Movement. The goal of the former was to <;ecure Dominion Status 
through Reforms, where-as the latter had for its object complete 
independence through class struggle. By 'class struggle' the 
speaker referred to the perpetual confhct between Capitalists at}d the 
working class. Finally, he assured the audience that when the 
transport labourers as well as the peasants were organised and 
would declare a general strike, it was the~ only, the Capitalists 
Govt. would coJlapse and in no other way. 

P. 2506 N [I] 
Transcription of English shorthand outlines as taken 

down in recording lhe summary of speech of Muzaffar Ahmed 
delivered m Bengali at Mymensiog on 16. 8. 28. 

He is a representative of London Labolu Research Associa· 
tion. They have sent him to X X the condition of Labour in 
India. What is 'Labour Research Deptt ?' It is an extreme 
wing of the Labour Party. It has no X X with the Labour 
Party. Govt. has issued notification prohibiting publication of 
Labour Research Deptt.- 'Politic~ of Oil (i)' X x x Govt. has 
prohib1ted the coming of this book into India. Earl Winterton 
said this book is objectionable x X X are both 
dangerous, "' K is revolulionary, Govt. of India days that. H1s 
China and India' was proscribed atid the Bombay Govt. prosecuted 
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him in the se~sions ~nd ~e was a,cquitted. In Bengal he took an 
active part in E 1. Ry. and 'X x X stnkes. The Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce requested Govt. to extend .him. x x The d1fficulty 
is that under the law' which they have created, they cannot do 
that to preserve their prest_i,ge.. He introduced himself as a 
representative of the Workers and Peasants Party x X·>'- x 

There are two Nationalist movements-the 'bourgeotse or 
Capitalists Nationalist movement' and 'Mass Nationalist Movement' 
X X X To he more clear, the. 'M~s Nationalist Movement' is in 
favour of gaining complete independe~ce and with this they want to 
~ave the People's Govt.-not the ~ovt. of 'Capitalists.' x x x x x 
Throug!l. the 'Capitalist Nationalist Movement' they want .. Domjnion 
Status' through Reforms, w,hich will bring no. benefit for the mass. 

\Ve are a~:ivancing towards the 'Class Struggle' in order to win 
complete independence. It will come through perpetual struggle 
betw.een the exploiters and the" exploited. We will win freedom 
'through 'Class Sh uggle' and the awakening of the mass. Transport 
~bourers should he organised as well as the peasants. \Vhen 
th'ese people will declare a general strik~, 'Capitalists• Govt.' will 
collap~e nnd in no other way; 

B. N. Chatterjee. 

English Reporter 

Bengal Govt. 
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·;:: c 3 "'« I . 
CJZ «;1 

U) Q 
N-ame and address 

of customer. 

P. 2507 c1> 
Mohammadi Press Order Book 1928. 

Name 
of 

works. Copies 
· J Pdnt- l 1 Bind- - c 

1 • • 1no- h tng 0 c S "ze 1Descnp- I Paper ,g ::s 
hons. h 0 c arge h t...... c c arge c arp:e !;""""' ~ 

Ad-
vance 

<!)(.) a 
r: ::s 
~ 0 
"'2s 
r;:Q«;1 

8.1. 

DPli-
very f REMARKS. 

Date. !
No. o£1( 

-·-lt----------f.----~--
11.'1 l • tr - ~!--1 ~ I I I 1 1 • 
.1v. ou Vl lnuza.far Ahmed Hand 

Sahib Bill m . I ,. 
1 2(1. European Asaliam Bengah 10: 0 riDemy Black Rs1oj- ~r~ 545 h71\r X 

Rs3/· 
Rs IoJI Rcpt I Rs7 /

No731 

Memo No. 470 
Patd m full 

19. I. 29. . Lane. &... Urdu 1000 p y - ---·--
en 

- 547 !18·i; Muz~ffar Ahmed Sahib. 
Hand { 
Bi!l m IOOO j!Demyj B_Iack 
Hmd1 mk 

6/- By 
party 

)( Rs 6/·1 X Rs6/-
Memo'N o 470 

Paid in full 
~9. 1. ~9. 

-1--1 ~ J : : I I I I ~ :------.----

,..... 

I -I l 
-This is to certify that all ~re true. Sd. Moh~med Auolad Ali·Chowdhury I 3· 5· 30. 



P. 2507 (2) 

-9' 31 

Mohammad1 Publishing Co. 

Press Department 

--:o:--

29, Upper Circular Road, 

Calcutta. 

Received with thanks from Moulvi Muza(ar AhQ.led sb. -
the sum of Rs. 3/· Rupees Three only. 

as advance for the printing charge 

Dated 17. x. 29. 

(Sd.) ""E. Khan. 

Cashier. 

This is to certify that all are true. 

M. A. Ali Chowdhury 

Collector. 

Mohamed Auolad · Ali Chowdhury. 

IJ/5/30• 

P. 2508 
Meeting at Sitarampur on 14·6·28. 

Several hundreds of strikers marched from Asansol to 
Sitarampur to induce the men there to go on strike. The procession 
carrying a red flag halted near the Sitarampur Railway Station. 
The meeting began at 4· 30 p. m. The audience included some 
20 or 25 Sitarampur workers. 

I 

Radha R. Mitra, Spratt, ChiranjilaJ and Kali Kumar Sen 
were present. The meeting was marred by incessant rain and 
Radha R. Mitra was the only speaker. 

He traced the history of the Lillooah dispute and uid that 
the demands of the LilJooah workers were for 25 percent increase 
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m wages, Rs. 30 p.m. should be mini mum pay, holdmg casual leave 
and privilege leave on full pay and free quarters or house-rent. 

The speaker then observed that Ondal and Asansol workers 
had struck in sympathy with the Lillooah strikers. He appectled 
to the Sitarampur workers to help them e1ther by going on strike in 
sympathy or contributing money for the relief of strikers. The 
workers of Europ::! help~d tham with money, the greater portion of 
which viz Rs Ioooo /· came from Russia. It was thetr duty all 
the more being workers of the same Railway to help the cause of 
the Lillooah workers which would also benefit them. 

He asked the Sitarampur workers to consult among themselves 
and when they would invite them they would again come and 
convene meetings. · 

The meeting then dispersed and the strikers them left for 
Asansol at 5·30 p. m. 

CAMP AsANSOL, } 

15-6·28 

Abul Lais Mohamad, 
Govt .Reporter 

15·6-2 8 

P. 2509 
"A copy of Golde~ Treasury". 

--

P. 2510 
The Programme of the, 

Bengal Peasants' and Workers' party. 
r J 

Th~ Imperial Government established in India is not conduc .. 
ted in accordance with the w1ll of the British masses. The sole 
object of this Imperial' Gov~rnment is to help m the exploitation of 

..( 7 ) 



the worker, peasant and the petty bourgeois m the interests of the 
British Cap1taltst Cla'is. It 1s for th1s reason that nothmg is bemg 
done for the weifal e and progress of the worker, peasant and the 
petty bourgeots by an adnunistration run in the mterests of the 
Brihsh Capitalist clabs. 

2 

The Ind1an Nat10,nal Congress and the parties wtthin it and 
the Liberals ar)d Independents do indeed sometimes refer to welfare 
of the masses. But they have never as yet looked to the political, 
econemic and ~ocml demands and needs of the masses in practtce 
In fact their a'cuvi11es prove that they are .guardians of the interests 
of the Bntt~h and Indmn capitalists . . 

3 

Most of the Indians live on agriculture. 1 hese agricultur· 
ists are in theu last gasp under the heavy burden of texat10n and 

, debts to the grasping Maha;ans. -Groaning as they do under these 
oppressive burdens, they are further handicapped in their struggle 
for freedom by the fact that they are illiterate. No wonder that they 
are unable to advance in the fight for freedom. 

I 

4 

TI1e mterests of the workers are not safe-guarded by legis· 
]ation. \Vhatever httle way have been done for them in the shape 
of legislatiOn leaves them completely at the mercy of the explu1 .. 
ters for want ot an effic1ent machinery. H 1~her to the workers 
far from bemg able to participate in a fight brought to a succes.)• 
ful issue have bee11 compelled to leave the trade U mon Movement 
m the hands of the Bourgeois. 'l he Bourgeois are us wg these 
trade ... umons m thetr own political. commur.al and personalmterests. 

5 

Though there are groups into which the masses of the people 
are divtdcd and though the mterests of these groups are not a.Iway.s 
exactly indenttcal yet these interests are not fundamentaJJy opposed 
to one another m v1ew of the fact that economically they are all 
externally exploited and held in bondage Bnt1sh Rule as also the 
Indian capitalist ciass has always stood in the p4th of the1r soc1a1 
and Ed ucatlom~l Progress. 

6 

In vtew of what has been sa1d al->ove the ne~d for the for· 
mahan of a poht1cal party of the peasants, \\ orkers and the lower 
m1ddle class 1s bewg mcreaEmgly fdt "I he members of tins party 
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should enter the Indtan National Congress and give a reahty to the 
r1ghts and demands of the masses. and should strengthen and organise 
the trade unions so that they may be got out of the clutches of 
men with a'dverse interests. Thb party is intepded t9 ~rgani~e 
Peasants' U n10ns on the basts of their economic and social needs 
and ma¥:e a fir~ ~nq coqsist,ent stand agq.iQ. of the Government with 
a yiew to provi4e the so8ial, economic; and p,olitical progress of 
the pea~ ants. workers aqg the petty bpurg,eoise. 

There can never be any final remedy against the exploitation 
and $erfdqm 9£ the masses till th~Y tp.~m~elves have COfDplete control 
over tbe adminstra~ion q~ the count~y. The Party <?f the Peasttnts 
and Workers has for i~~ goa~,~ Fedrrated Repnblic with the instrq
ments of production, distribution and exchange completely under 1ts 

control and regulated in confirmity with the social needs of the 
whole people. 

Immediate Demands 

A. PolUical Dentands 

x. Universal Adult Suffrage. ~ 

~· Removal Qf :all ra~ial ~~~ C!-Ste distin~ti~ns. 

3· Complete hberty of the Brees, of speech and the right 
of Association. 

4• Removal of :all obstacle~ ia the path of th~ Trade J]ni'ons 
and guarnteeing to them ~p the rjgpt~ which would place them on a 

footmg of equality with the Trade unions of all progressive 
cou~tri~•· 

B. Economic Demands. 

1. Abolition of al! indir~ct tax~s a~ far a~ practicable and 
fixing the ~~ale of incom~·tax oq ~ progressive scale 011 income~ of 
Rs 200 or over per month._ 

2. A.bohtion of landlordism and rationalisation of Land. 
f .. ,• - .. #'< ' 

3· Legislation permitting basing out of agricultural lands to 
none but those who till the soil. t 

4· Fixing by l~gi~l::tfJQn the ~innrqm scaie of axation in 
proportion to the produce so that in no case should th scale fixed 

I 
exceed ten percent of the actu~l produce. 

5· Starting of state co-operation Bapks for advancmg loans 
to the agriculturists on which the maxtmum rate of 111 terest should 
be 7 'p. c. per annum. Thts legal rate of 1rnerest should also be 
bmdmg on those who carry on pnvate ban~mg. , 
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6. There shall be no transfer of land in case of failure of 
the peasants to pay tb.eir debts. 

/ 
7· Measures for educating the agriculturists on the modern 

scientific methods of Agriculture. 

8. Reduction o"f working hours for Industrial Labour to 8 
hours per day and five days and a half in the week. The women 
and children workers should have their working hours still more 
reduced. 

9· Statutory measures for fixing the m1mmum wage. 
This should be thirty three per cent above what is required to 
satisfy the essential human needs of the worker. 

10. Legislative measures for the institution of old age pen• 
sions, sickness and unemployment Insurance Funds in every 
mdustry. 

u. The workmen's Compensation Act which determines 
the extent of Employers' Iia bllities should be liberally recast and 
prompt measures should be taken to give due effe_c! to it. 

12. To compel the employers by means of legislation to 
introduce the use of those improved appliances mvented for 
securing the workers against dangers incidental to working in the 
mines and other mdustries. 

13. Payment of weekly wages. 

c .. Social Demands. 

x. To drive out 1lliteracy amongst the masses. Literacy is 
to be taken in the sense of abllity to read and write in ones own 
mother tongue.) 

2. Establishment of hospitals and health resorts for the 
workers and the Peasants and of maternity homes women workers 
about to become mothers. 

I 

3· Measures for importing lessons on sanitation and 
hygie~e to the masses. 

4• ComJ'el the employers to make proper housing arrange .. 
ments for thef workers and charge rents that may not be beyond 

I 

their means. 1 

I 

5· Measures prohibiting the employment of women and 
child Labour on work attended with danger. 

6. Legislative measures against employment of children 
below the age of 1 4• 
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In view of the fact that the only means for the successful 
working of this programme is complete independence of Indm for 
l3ntish Imperialism the Peasants' and worker~' Party would never 
hesitate to work in co-operation with all parties who are in agree• 
ment with its ideals and ready to work for their realisation. 

(This programme was unanimously adopted in the second 
session of the Peasants' and Worl(ers' Conference held on the 27th 
February I927). 

P. 2511 
Last page of ite~ 70- Commv.nist File. 

P. ·2512 
I 

Tbe Situation In India. 
Industrialisation is not proceeding at a rapid rate. In some 

branches it is even going down,· The steel industry is practically 
nothing. Whatever there is under mixed control that is Indian 
and Foreign British or American. Production of the meaps of 
'production is nil. All the Textile machinery and stores arl still 
imported. Even in the Railways, the policy of maintaining/ plants 
in I11dia for manufacture of spare parts is being slo\vly abindoned 
the Kharagpur example there. The Indian wagon ctvjar going 
into losses Cor want of Govt. help and was ultimately ld to Govt. 
Whatever engineering there is of the nlaintenance ty .-Maintain• 
ing railways, automobiles and other transport, sm111 workshops, 
electrical plants etc. Even Textiles which nr~ firinly established 
and are threatened by post war competition and reLation stabilisation 
in the imperialist countries. Textiles are clamodring (or protection' 
but are not getting it. · 
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There me vast schemes of <::lectnfication One in PunJab 
I I 

{ Mandi Scheme ), o~e m Madras ( The Pyakata scheme ), 
~ombay h·as ~lre~dy h~d them. This 1m•olves a total capital of 
~ppro~u~atel! Rs ~oo,oo~,ooo But they are under construe
bon and are started not for industqalisation but for capttahst 
agriculture.' In shippmg, the 1mpen~h,st Interests are adamant 
and there is flo prqspect qf comprorr11se Plantat1on and Jute are 
all ?On:lndJan. Thus the development of the lnd1an bourgeoise 1s 
not prospe~tive. Whatever progress. it could make durmg war 
and post war period is already being undone in some branches. 

In such Circumstances will the bourgeoise, whatever 1t is, 
turn revolutionary? It w11l not. 'First it has not the mherent class
strength. Secondly 1ts e'nemy i e. Br. Imperialtsm 1s not so much 
weakened, as would make it (Br.) y1eld to smaller threats. Thirdly, 
the bourgeoise 1s fnghtened by the mass-revolts. It would there· 
fore be more content with as~mg for small merctes. The speech 
o( the mill owners tepreseptative w1th Vtceroys 'Repression speech' 
gn January 25th cheers the VIceroy. The vague December 
announcement broke the slightly sohd stand of the bourgeosie 
effected on the Smwn platform. The big industnalists, as also the 
feudal land 'lords sectwn who wete on one ant1 Simon platform are 
now definitely broken from the hesitatmg pettt·bourgeoxs, who under 
the pressure from below, and the uncomprom1smg attitude of 
Imperialism, wh1ch t,akes pseudo hberal airs, have shown scm1t:t_ 
rad1caJ tendencies m the Lahore Congress. 

The big land holding bourgeoisie which s1ightly. 
flirted vdth the petty boqrgepis and mdustrial bourgeois 
elements have defimtely broken away, as is shown by the fiasco of 
Assembly res1gnat1qn after the. Lghore ~,2!}gre!~olutwns. 
Moreover Impcnahsm seems to be playmg a different game w1th 
this feudal block This feudal block IS powerful m U. P, Bengal 
nnd l\1adras. Tlie attempt , of Bpmbay to ~a~ufacture a Kulak 
elemept by conso}~daio~ bJll w~s frqstrated The PunJ t9 by passing 
a money-lenders' bllh\~nt~ t~ foster Kulftks or biz cl:!-lt1vatmg 
f~~mers, by stoppmg the lary~ &o1~~ tq 1dle U:PP~ylenders. lt had 
also tl:~ partial lflOllVf and allowmg the d1~content of the mdebted 
Kulaks and peasants O,n the other stde, the bankmg mquiry 
is finding out how the scatterep. capital in the agncultu .. al t1acts 
could be COl'Centrated and agriculture mecha~used. The vanous 
electrial undertak1~gs have this aim m VIe)V. It is thought tha~ 
the feudal bourgeo.,ie 1tself w11l be tempted to mvest 1ts savmgs 

• • l ,. • ' 

in this. I 
' 

This will naturally put ,la,rge reserves of capital under the 
control of the Impenahst rower and iatse markets for tts commo· 
d1t1es. It w1ll throw large paupensed masses mto the town, 
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where it will try to break the industrial organisalion and we rkers 
in the towns. This new venture will not end like the Reserve Bank 
affau, or this will be completely feudal imperialist with the states 
as one of the partners. The states are becoming amenable to 
capitalist mfluence more and more. If textiles are an indication, 
industrial capxtal is slowly going to the states. But it is yet afraid 
because of the absence of any safety for capital in the states feudal 
rule. Absence of any organised liberal authority has created an 
autocracy or rather continued the old one so that there are no rights 

• I 

for workers and exploitation is severe. But the same absence 
also does not generate confidence in Capital. No private banking 
grows there, because the feudal confiscatory powers , of the chiefs 
are still there. But slowly, the example of some states like the 
Mysore are encouraging industrial capital to come to it and ever 
help it by s;bsidies (Hyderabad's subsidy to Textiles'. But the 
states with their most brutal eKploitation of the peasantry incite 
revolt, which makes them always run to the Imperialist power for 
help. By showmg the feudal block to increase its surplus by 
mechanised agriculture and banking under imperialist control, & 
protecting it from peasent revolts, imperialism will maintain the 
block on it side. 

This increased interest in agriculture has a military signifi· 
cance also. Recently a big syndicate was formed, a corporation 
of contract to supply army stores rations.' It is the biggest 
d1stnbutive syndxcate having its roots in the village markets. 
Similarly, the motorisation of ~he country is being first increased, 
(under the General Motors and other Cos. the mechanisation of 

" 
army is also being carried on in order to lessen the chances of the 
Indian Peasant element getting re,bellious. · 

What will be the political repuren of this class allign· 
ment. 

The first is that the bourgeoisie may giv• slight threats but 
will not turn revolutionary. The Feudal Bourgeoisie also wilJ do 
the same. On the contrary the latter may strengthen Br. Capital 
with its surplas. 

Now we have to see in detail the vole of the petty bourgois, 
the peasantry and the workers. The Lahore Congress helps us in 
showing that the petty bourgois is breaking away from the Gandhian 
school and is speaking with hesitation, but with increased confi· 
dence. Still itq outlook is not quite clear. The petty bourgeoise 
also has not a homogenious character in India. It differs accord .. · 
ing to the peculiar class-developments in each province, The 
one in Punjab with its predominant and a little well· to-do militarised 
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peasantry is showing signs of a militant youth movement sympa.the .. 
tic to the peasantry. In U. P. with its oldest feudalism, it is nil. 
In Bengal being tied to the big zamindari and havmg a share in the 
exploitation of peasantry; the petty bourgoisie is fasist but out impe• 
nalist because it has no outlet in the mdustries, suffers from em
ployment and is getting less and less of the exploited surplus. ltl 
Madras there is no conscious 'Orgamzation, and becau$e of the 
severity of the caste problem the lower masses are stlll under 
Gandhism., but the petty bourgeois is still inactzve either way In 
Bombay there is a slight outlet for the petty b:>urgois1e in 
the industries and it is not definitely fascist, is rather mildly pro· 
peasant. But, in the c1ty proper, it is out-workmg-claas to some 
extent. But the prejudice is not deep as yet. In Gujrat it is 
wholly under Gandhian iofluence. It is anti-imperialist but not 
propeasant in the sense that 1t was not tackle the problem of the 
landless peasant at all as was shown in Bardoli. 

The working class has just passed through a severe wave of 
strikes and has suffered defeats in some places and victory in some. 
Organization still young and mostly in the hands of the reformists. 
Even though the reformist are kicked out of the T.U.C. They hold 
more unions and centres than the_ W. P. P. They lose 8ympathy m 
some quarters becaus<; of theirpro·1mperialist sympathies otherwtse 
they would have been stronger in mfluence. The reasons are plam. 
They are earlier in the field, have greate'r resources and safety, are 
encouraged by the bourgeoisie in some place though not always. 
Their cadre is big. But the rank file is Just getting dass-conscious
ness. As yet there 1s no political class consciousness in the rank 
and file. The intellectuall evel of the movement yet hovers round 
minimum economic demands. There is very httle sustamed 
organisational work. The strike way has brought temporary bilJ, 
but demoralization has not come in 

The W. P. P. is nearly extinct. It had never its roots in the 
masses. Therefore when the leading spirits were arrested the 
party was almost killed. During its llfe L1me no attempt was made 
to recruit men either from the rank and file or from the intellectual. 
In Bombay \V. P. P. membership was too rigid, m Bengal too 
open to the petty-bourgeois and the workers ahke, but the petty· 
bourgeois rushed in more than the workers and n:tturally 
ruptured it, The organizational success in Bombay made the 
leadership incapable of objective analys1s. The theoretical cahbre 
was never attended to. Even the trade union orgamzation, the simple 
workers grievances and problems were not studied by the mo~t 
l~ading men, which had disastrous results in 192S and 1929 more 
in the latter. The partial success in 1928 made the majonty of 
the W. P. P. think that personality was greater than anythmg else. 
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Party leadership was getting deteriorated.- Viz. During negotiation 
of the 1928 Gen. Stnke the same terms were negotiated by Dange 
two months earlier but the party rejected then because they could 
not understand the terms or measure the objective S1tuation and the 
comparative strength of the employer who had large reserves and 
plenty of goods on hat d differences on this point are in Party 
rmnutes. The W.P.P. relied too much on the foreign remittances 
for relief and thought that the strike could go in that indefinitely. 
Certain instances at the Moraji m1ll, discontent and starv~tion and 
the stoppage of the relief money opened their eyes to the objective 
situatio11 and Mr. Danges compromise was accepted. Similarly, the 
question of alliance with the reformist union at the beginning of the 
strike. The Reformists had a powerful organizatioa, a block of so,ooo 
workers, mostly Muslim under their influence; while the \V P. p. 
was new and no organization. One of the W. P. P. men (K .. N.J.) 
was in the field in 1929 but had not accomplished anything. 
It was Daages proposal to form an alliance with freedom of criti• 
cism with the reformists. It helped in bringing a very big section 
of the workers under W, P. P. infleunce and gave financial strength 
to the movement (the criticism of RIL U on this point is wrong.) 

It was the Punjab and Bengal W. and P. which had tried 
something in the peasant but the Bombay \V. P. P. did nothing. 
In a peasant country, all the cadre being thrown in the working 
class is suicidation There is a psychological reason for it. It is 
the remnent of petty bourgeoi:S psychology. The 1 . .J. movement 
in the cities gives a tremendous aU India publicity the leadership, 
which the leader does not like to leave and sink himself in the 
tedious peasant \\ork, which for a long time gives you no fame. 
It has been one of the main reason. Why even when after the 
1928 stnke some could be spared for peasant work, none from the 
Bombay experience cadre left the place for the interior. 

The Gandhian groups are very strong in the villages-the 
Congress groups. But they are not in all places. In Punjab and 
U. P. they are none. There are some Congress groups in a httle 
part of Bengal, some in Madras. Plenty in Gujrati • 

. 
To penetrate the Peasantry some wotking alliance must be 

formed with Congress groups of youths. There can be no talk of 
a sweeping organisation of the poorest peasantry before even a know· 
ledge of an organizational footing is obtained in the villages That 
does not mean compromise with Congress. It only means a doser 
and more sympathetic approach to the youth element wherever it is 
not yet clearly fascist. A slow penetrat10n of their ranks. 

Thts can be :;chieved at this stage more easily. The Bhagat 
Smgh group has captured the imaginati@n of the youths. The 
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Terrorist otganization is negligible. Yet some of their elements 
hnve more aptitude for tllegal work and are hazely sympathetic to 
socinlism. A sympathetic not hosttle criticism would do much good. 
Otherwtse recruitment is absolutely imposstble There is great 
demand for marxist and Lemmst literature of which advantage 
must be taken in Meerut Case. 

••• Jf21 w•-"~,.jl(~~" 

The different elements in the case and their analysts. The 
communist group functions irratically and thinks of directly the 
outside movement by fiats when it knows nothing of the obJective 
s1tual10n. This hampers work of those who are outside.. First 
fiat on Pendse by the s~x. Next intervention by the other five. 

, Then a serious of instructions. 

The group dep-ends too much on the opinion of the C.P.G B. 
wh

1
ich is ignorant of the situation local and natural {Vtde: Page 

Arnot's cnticism of Bombay Riots.) The Br Comrades have not 
yet naturahsed by thought and retain some of their race characteris· 
tics, i.e. every time pointing to what the C.P .G.B would say and not 
canng to think for themselves. The Br. Comrades are absolutely 
ignorant of illegal work~ Cre. is a mere universtty student just 
out from school, sent to direct a movement openly and maintain 
secret connections. Both in one are disastrous. Some with the 
Engmeer. The third is absolute!:; useless for organization, because 
of his style of hfe and nature. You cann.ot end men of such type 
to take charge of a vast colonial movement. Allison had done 
better work and was superior in orgamzahon. That IS also the 
opinion of many. ' 

• The. group inside does not therefore function freely. 
Where 1t does every mdividual flows off at tangent. There is great 
rivalry for name, which 1s many times seen in the dock even. 

Countries outside have been influenced from inside, as out 
side has mfluenced inside also. 

Question of statements and acknowledge communist creed. 
\V rong propaganda done by other party. Need of a statement as a 
lead Lo the Lahore Congress Youth elements. Differences m the 
point between D. and others. The Br. Comrades wanted to wait for 
Campbell to come and tell them what they should do or say. 

The obJective and theoreHcal differences m the outside 
controversies. G. K. U. composition. The managmg soctal 
comp03tttan. How many JObbors, Hd. Jobbers how many low pa1d 

t 
worker.15 etc. Man composed of unemployed men ,who after :l 

time loose touch with rank and file and cease to reflect their 
opinion. They either become Iumpen or develop host1hty to the 

• employed or became too reckless. This develops clash, art1p1thy 
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in the employed rank and file. Desh in such hands. The Meerut 
group adv1ses collaboration with this group the non bra .... fraction 
as against 1 oshi-

Future 

An English theoretical organ-

Recruitment of the Petty bourgeois Peasant work. 

Cessation of sending low grade C P.G.B. men. Mor~ attention 
to developing work under a repression P?Hcy. 

Taking advantage of the Temporary Independence mood 
anti consolidation of the Petty boargeois and worker peasant 
alliance in provinces where possible. Temporary penetration in 
the Land Leagues Fraction in them. 

More efficient study of the Indian situation at the centre. 
\ 

Ltterature should be produced in the Indian soil itself. 
Subsidy Adaptation of the Apparatus to czarist or worse than 
czarist conditions. 

Meerut men should cease interference. Outside should 
unite. Policy of winning over rank and file, not expulsion., without 
warnings viz Balk. 

--

P. 2512 (a) 
f 

Panchnama. 
We the undersigned declare that we were called by 

addres~ of Mr. Mr. George Clarke, Insp. of customs, to w1tness the 
V.H. Joshi Top search of Vasudeo. Hari Joshi, who was near 
floor, Nagu the S. S. Trifels berthed at No 14 Alex Dks. At 
Sayaj1 \\'adi about 12/so P. M. on the 4· 2 so We saw a 
De L1sle Rd. wallet made of black leather walJet removed 
Bombay. 13. frcm the pocket of his coat and in it was found a 

manuscnpt article entitled the situation in India 
and compnslllg of eight pages. 

;Vasudeo was accompained by two other named Amir 
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Haider, Athar Mohamed Kha.rl,t and Manindra Nath Missra, 
s/o Hanndra·Nath Missra, whose persons were also searched . 

. 
Besides the manuscript article there were Rs.205·2·0 i e., 200 

in notes, one of which was of zoo, knd the others of ten each. 
Rs. 5 five m silver afld two aQs. (O,ne nickle and 4 coppers). 

Before me. , 

Geo. Clarke 

Insp. P. S. 
I 

- I I 

4/2/30. 

, Sd• · Illegible 

Port Health Staff. 

' ' ' Bombay .. 

P. 2513 

') 

Sd. Illegible 

Asstt. Manager 

1/c 'c. section. 
• 

B. P. T. Docks. 

Labour Monthly of May 1928. 

P. 2514 
' J 

, Membership card of Workers and Peasants 
1
Party in favour 

.of Thengdi accused. 

P. 2515 
A copy of ''Karl Marx. An Essay by Ha,ro\d. J. Laski". 
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P. 2516' 
• 1 •' ' 

Amendmends to the Congress Constutution. 

Rule No. 3, Consttuents 
I 

Delete all after " Indla II in the srd. hne: 

Rule No. 4, Affiliation. 

Iosurt "economiC or trade union". after the word " every " 
in the first hne. ' 

Rule No. 4 (a), 

Delete the whole clause, and subdt1tute:-'iThat the Union 
I 

seekmg affihat10n, shall a%ree to pay to the A. I. T. U. Congres~, 

affiliatiOn fees at the rate of one pic.e per member per annum, or a 
mm1mum fee of Rs. 15/-, whichever is the greater. ' 

'• 
~I I 

Delete the words "of two~thirds" in the forth line, and add 
the word upresent at the meeting" after the words "members" 

Rule No. 7, Special sessions. 

Delete the whole clause and substitute 'the fo1Iowing:-"The 
E. C , 1ts own initiative, ¢r on the defuarid of tlie affili~teCl unions," 
representing' 2096 of the aggregate me

1

mbership of the Congress, 
shall have the power to 'call a special sessioQ to di.Scuss and decide' 
upon spec1fic questi~ns o( importance that arise between the annual 
sessions. Such special session shall deal only wtth matters tyat have 
been stated on the agenda, calling the meeting. and only to that 
extent can it encroach upon the work of the annual session. 

Rule No. 8, Deligates, 
1 

After the word "basis'• in the second line, delete the whole 
clause, and substitute "5 delegates for the first thousand members 
or a part 'there of and one d~legate for each acJditional t~ousand 
members. 

r l 

Rule No. 10, Business of the annual sesions. ' , 

Delete the whole clause and substitite: -''The annual sess.: 
ion sha11 elect the chairman, V1ce-Chairman, the Secretary, two 
asst. secretaries and the Auditor, Shall receave, discuss, and adopt 
the annual report an audited statement of accounts and decide upon 
_such re~ol utiC? ns as place on the agenda" 
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Rule No. 11, President and Ex·officto delegates 
Amend in accordance with the ammendment to rule 10, and 

delete all after "treasurere" in the fifth line. 

Rule No. 12. Resolutions and Ajenda. 
-

Delete all substitute:-Any affiliated union has a nght to 
" . send to the E. C. through R. C. not more than 5 resolutwns for 

insertion in the Agenda, which shall· be placed before the session 
for discussbn & the deces10n, unless withdrawn by the union 
concened. The E.C. may also place resolutiOns on the agenda, in its 

• own name and shall decide the order m which the resulut1ons shall 
come before, the session. 

Rule No. 14. Time limit for speakers. 
Add after the word "reply·" in· the 3rd line: -The mover of 

the motion shall be allowed 10 min'its to move and 5 minits to reply, 
other speaken shall be allowed 5 mmutes only once • 

• 
Rule No. 14 Closure. 

The president may apply the clouser to a'lY debate only with 
the concent of the delegates, or a motwn for closer has been moved 
and endorsed by the Rule No. 18. Composition of the E. C. 

The E.C. shall consist of the Chairman, the V1ce Chairman. 
the three Secretaries, as exofficio members, not more than so 
members from the affiliated umons, one delegate from each accre· 
dited pro. Council .. /For the perpose of the election to the E. C. 
The 'affilhated Untons shaii be grouped according to Industry and 
allocated representation commensurate with their aggrigate mem
bership. U nclasslfied Unions- shall go to form a m1scelleuious 
groupe and be represented on the E. C. in the same proportions as 
the other groups. Nommations shall come from various groups 
and be voted upon by the house. · 

Rule No. 17. Reception Committee 

after the word "secretary ' in the first hne, add the words ''m con· 
sultation with the' U :nons and Pro. Committees .. " 

Add1tional Rule to be added. 

The annual session shall appoint annually, a Scrubny com· 
mittee, for the perpose of inquiring mto the bonefides and members 
of any un1on seekmg affilhatwn to the Congress, and to scrutlmse 
the standmg of any union, desirous of mcreasmg or decreasmg its 
voting strength in Congress. 

These ammendmendc; are suggested by our fnend. I do 
not afree w1th all of them. I agree to move those w1th wh1ch I 
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~gree. I'w1ll send you n drn~t of my atpmendments, in course of 
time. I intend commg to Bombay on Teusday the 8 the March 
on my w~ty to Delhi. I sh'Juld like you to convene a meeting of 
the party to talk over our part. we have to do in the next A. I. 
T. U. Congress at Delhi. This meting is very important. 

P. 2517 
' 

All-India Trade Union Congl!ess .. 

URGENT. 

To 

Dear Sirs, 

GENERAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 

SERVANTS OF INDIA SociETY's HoME, 

• 
Bandllurst Road, Girgaon, 

Bombay. 5th Apnl 1927. 

CIRCULAR. 
·~ 

The·members of the Executive Council of the 

AU-India Trade Union Congress. 

It has been brought to my notice that a Pacific' Trade Union 
Conference is going to be held on the Ist of May 1927 at Canton in 
China Mr. D. R. Thengdi. the Admipi§>tr;J.~lVc; Secretary of the 
All·lndia T.r.ade .U~\Qn Congress and 1\lr S. V. Ghate, Assistant 
Secretary have expres~~d· 'io ~; t.he1r ·wllling'n~;s· to attend". the 
Conference at their own expens.e. I am, therefore, requesting the 
members of the Executive Council to let me know if lhey approve of 

-.. •• J ' I \ t I \ 

authorismg them to attend the Con£erence as the Delegates of the 
All-India Trade Union· Congress. Members of the Exequtiye 
Council are requested to send the1r replies as early as possible. 

t ... • 

These two gentlemen propose to leave by a steamer starting on the 
11th April 1927 if the~ ~'ln secure pass·port,s. 

;x 911~s ,f~nte1 nnl\y, 
N. M.Joshi 

General Scc1etary. 

( 21 J 



P. 2518 
A book "l,eshawar to Moscow" in English. 

P. 2519 
I 

T. M. 0. receipt for Rs. ao/ sent to Ghate By some one from 
Calcutta on 30·8 .. 28. • 

P. 2520 
List ot Articles found in the Leather Bag and Tin Box 

'belonging to P. Spratt at the time of inventory on the 11th . 
October J 9!7. 

-----------------------------------------------
S. No. Name of article 

Leather Bag. 

One card board Box containing:

! First Aid Case 

2 • Photographic plates 

3 Boric Ointment bottle 

4 Quinine compressed tablets bottle. 

5 Cascara Sagrada bottle 

6 Quinine tablets empty bottle 

'1 Cold Cure tablets tin·box 
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No. Remarks 

I 

I 

I 

I 

J 

I 



S. No. Name of article No. 

8 Keys 5 

9 Cuff links pr I 

IO Studs 3 

II Fountain pen filler I 

12 Three bottles containing liquids .a 

13 Card board box containing buttons. 
thread etc. 

14 Leather Pocket Case Containing; 
T1ckets for PuJa function 
Letter ~ngned by B. G. Horniman 

I 5 Card board box containing 
name plates and 

l 

2 
I 

packets qf cards.. • ...•....••••••....•.... 2 

16 Wearing apparel i. e. collars shirts, 
handkerchiefs, pyjamas, ties and socks .. 

Tin box 

1 Leather purse containing pocket 
camera I 

2 ''Gandhi v Lenin" by S. A. Dange I 

3 "Sacco & Vanzetti" so 
4 "Modren India" by R. P. Dutt I 

5 "Sex Ptoblem in India" by S. N •. 
Phadke 1 

6 "Rural Economy of India" by 
R. Mukerji · I 

Remarks. 

Detained by the D.C.P., 
S. B. for analysis. 

Detained by the D.C.P., 
S. B. 

7 "Singing :Bone'' by R. Austin 
Freeman 1 . 

8 Bottle of ink I 

9 .. Labour in India" by J. H. Kelman r 

10 " Forbs' Hindustani Manual " 1 

II "The M;trxist ard Number I 

I 2 Report of the Konkan Cooperation 
Committee on the D1stncts of 
Kolaba & Ratnagiri 1 
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S. No. Name of artlcle 

13 ''The Princtple of Relabv1ty'' 

14 Press Cuttmgs bundle I 
• 

I 

•,15 'cThe Prayer Book 'Measure''. I 

J6 Typing p~per portfoho l 

17 "Mammonat tu by Sinclair I 
I 

18 u Lars Porsenan I 

19 "Home Universa) Library of Modren 
Languages I 

20 Private letter to Spratt from his 
brother I 

21 B. B. & C. I. Ry Employees, Union 
7th Annual Report 4 

22 Bulletin No s· handbills in Marathi 
& Gujrat1. 

23 Notice ('If G. I. P. Ry :Workmen'.s 
Umon Meeting , 

I 

1 

No. Remarks. 

24 "The Law of Social Rev9l\ltioll t De~ame9 by D. C. P ., 
I s. B. 

25 Hindi-Enghsh & Urdu English 
pamphlets 2 

26 Files contaimng documents 6 Detained by D. C. P., 
S. B. 

27 Box of euvelopes I 

*28 Letters from Page Arn9t to ,Chama\'} 
Lal & Goswami 2) • Detained .by ,D.~· P., 

S.B. 
*29 General Letter of intrqducbon from 

L. R. De..,artment ' 1 

go One envelope containing bills 
receipts ect 

31 Envelope ac'dressed to D. I. F. 
Parsons, I E Carlyle Mansion, 
London. S. W. I. I 

32 One pr motor glasses I 

33 Brush I 

34 Braces ......... pr 1 
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One detained py D C.P., 
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S. No. 

35 

,36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

Name of artie Ia No. Remarks. 

11Golden T1easury'' 1 

Knife I 

Letter forms of Birrell & Garnett· 
Booksellers, Loun .. 
A Letter in German from Furt 
Wingler I 

Roll of Boric Lint 1 

Blanco tin I 

Set Squares 2 

Lead pencil I 

Fo__ot-Rule I 

Col~ars, Pyjamas, Mosqutto net etc. • . 

--

P. 2520 [I] 

The Commi:~sioner of Police, 

Detained- by D. C. P., 
S. B. 

Arthur Read Prisoa, 

Bombay. 

8·10•27· 

Sir, · 
1 wish to have my possessions, now in the custody of the 

police, sent to me at this jail, as I have to remain here untier-tria1 
until the next Sessions. They consist of (1) two handbags, sealed, 
at present at the Esplanade Road Police Station, and (2) misceU.
aneous articles, (fodntain·pen, watch etc) and money (Rs. 100), 

at the Headquarters Police Statton, Hornby Road. 

I should be much obliged if you would direct lhat these 
articles be sent to me. 

Your turly, 

P. Spratt. 



Through the Superintendent, Arthur Road Prison, Bombay. 

'No 4089/S.Io. 27 of 1921 
~ 

1 
1Forw~rded with compliment~ ~~ Th~ Commtssione~ ~f 

JPolice, 'Bombay. 
~~ I 

Sd. lllegible~ 

Superintendent, 
,. I j ' ... • " '~' ;. 

Arthur ':Road Prjson', Bombay. 

P. 2521 
Log Book and ArUcles of Agreement of S.S. Ejrsia ,opened 

t>n 14. 12. '-7• 

. 
Maharatti Hand Bill regarding May Day. 

--

P. 2523 

~ Iriternational,Jpfqrmation 
Published tor Press use by the Secretariat ot the 

~ •Lobpur and 1 .Socialist~· ln.ternatlonal 
~ · - .. ~ 2arlch z, 41 1Stotkerstrasse (Switzerland) 

~ '"' • .. I. I I 

V()J: YI·N~:\ fs r • ~~~. ,., "·,. !f~?;O~ "' 'l ' '•'J I • { 2~t~ '~~Jy ~~~29 
'· 'Jhe ••teaa\le ag;tJnst lJllP~~J~lls~~~.~pd' the Labour and 

I ~ . ,, ~9QI~Hst (nter:p~tl:~na~. , ,~ 1 • , , , i •• 

(I. I.) 7-'he Congress of the .. League against ID;lperialism 
a-nd'lort N~tional)Independe~ce" opens in Ftankfot~ on_ Mp.!~r~:m ,~e 
gotb July. This is the same Lea.~ue whic:Ji held a congress in 
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Bru-ssels in February 19271 and which was at that time called" Against 
Colonial Oppressiop. and Imperiali!tm,.. The name of this Le:~.gue 
has &£ten chahge~ fti the course bf the 3! years during which it has 
eXisted, but the Jeadersliip and the 'policy of the Jead~rs have 
remaii1ed the e::uhe. 

This '' tL.eag,ue " was foun,de,d in J3erlin ~n 1926 by W&.lli 
MunztJnberg, the Communist ~emb,er of, the ReiGh,tag, who ts to·day 
the General Secretary o£ the League, the orgamser of its Frankfort 
Congress .and the decid~n.g man i11 all its ;.ffairs. On the accasion 
6£ the pub'licahon of !the Report of the first Congress of the League, 
th.e·"fnternatlonal Information," xssued by th-e Labour :and .SoCialist 
Intett1ation~1, pub'lished (on tl}.e:7th October 1~27,) a .detailed 
~count 'Of the hxstory-and policy of the, League. · 

' Ju,Jts '!!xef1;1tive.~!!eting in $~~temb~r, 19~7 jhe ~ab ~~rand 
and Socxjl.list International fully discuss~d the t'League'' and unani• 

( 1- '1j 1 't \ "'- l I "" &. ~( J. ~ .c! t I{ 

;np-qs}y,,pass~d jthe ~ollowi~g r~~~~~~ion: - ., -

•tThe 1Cabour·and·Socialist Internation.tl'is n'lled 
'\vlth the ~armesl symp'athylfortthe (pecJples •who -are 
\-fagi~g' the :fight against tmpetialist and colon~al oppres• 
,SlPOi Jt will continue ~ow as before to lettd the most 

I 'vigorous $Upp~h to I thc;ir- ~truggle and will do all 
'that ~ii~s in its power to have' the <:Iosest contaCt'" wjth 
the! m~vement' towatds' 1iberatkm1 of these ; peoples l 

' I L ' ' I 'But ·what' the Interliatiortal views as· its· chief 
' I • 

task i$ to ral,ly
1 

the 'working-class eleme,nts '6f'tbese 
ria'ti9ns tJnder}he ~ banner of mtcrnational · s'ociaHsm, 
and, not to create· a 'ne\~ international; organisation 
paving fJr its ,aim 'the I bJendlng bf•tbese eJehlentS 

l J I "! 
into a pan·n~tional mbvemeflt, nor to sub-orainate 

'',their interests and~ those ~fdthe whole" nationalist 
'·.n;t~vein~nt , to 1 t~e pohtickl ,interests bE ,any' P~wer. 

',fherf!f9re 
1 
the ~ Ex~?utive' holds that it' canZ\tJt' be 

any part of the task of· 'the L. S. I or of the 
4 p~rties 

.... . ' 
affiliated thereto, to join the so~called

1 

'(Leag~ -against 
Colomal Oppression". ' ' 1 

' 
.,,This decisioJ' of the l Execuhve of the Labour a:dJlocialist , 

:r'nter~~hional has b'eed-followed by 1all its affili-ated pa~ies; and as 
a ~on sequence 

1

nO ptitty 'of tJ~~ Labour ana: Socialist' ~ternatwn:aZ I 
w'ill talte partin• \hts' Congress. ·'Accordtbg'to'its. Rui;s·, nowever, 
th~ L:' s: r. can only direetJyl l)ind1 the I' parties as S'U.Ch,''}jut not th

1

e 
i,n9ivlct~al ~~~bers,' 'of the parties, in' iel4tion- !o-~eir .acthntr'in 
the inten1a~fo,nal spn~re. Th,4RdJes-s1ty: , : , • 

' J.'It is the duty of the Pp.rt~es ·nffilia~ed t~ Jhe 
+-oL,) 5 J. ·to en.deavour that their members I shall · I . . , , 
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develop their activity 111 thfl! international !phere 
.first and foremost Wlth1ri the L. S I., and shall be 
encouraged by the1r national organisations to ref~ain 

lrom md1vidual membership of pohtical associations 
whose tendencies are at vanance With the programme 
or, taches of the L. S. I." 

~Vith regard to the "League against lmpenallsm," all the 
p:~,rhes affihated to the L. S. I have influenced thetr members in 
the sense o£1 the resolution of the Executive of the L S. I. Accor· 
dmgly there is also no ind1v1dual partlctpation of party members 
in thts "League''. \V1th regard to this there i~ only one smg~ 
e:r.,ception: the Independent Labour Party of Great Britain (I.L.P.). 
This party does not belong to the "League", it accepts n() respon· 
s~bitity for such of its members who JOin the "League.,, but it also 
does not' prevent them 'from doing so. Accordingly individual 
member~ of the I. L. P. will take part in the Frankfort Congress. 
Indeed the Congress 1s even to be prestded OTer by one of the 
pnncipal membeu of the I. L. P.,namely James Mazton M. P • 

• 
, For Munze:1berg and the Communists especially th1s partici

pation of m::txton m the Congress 1s ~f the highest strategical value. 
Under the pres1dency of Maxton the purely Bolshev~st character of 
the realleadersh 1p of the "League" and of the Congress will be 
concealed from the Soc1allst workers. The Communists and 
espec1ally Munzenbesg had always bnlhantly understood how to 
u&e for their protection by means of the "League" all kinds or 
united front and s1mtlar manoeuvres of individual Socialists, 
espec1ally from England. After they had done what was required 
~f lhem, they could go, and take wtth them as thanks a flood 
of msults. Purcell, Cook, and dozens of others have had thorough 
expenence of th1s But Munzenberg still conti~ues to succeed in 
procuring the people who are necessa1 y to him. and whom he 
conterpptuously descnbes as "Innocents". It is now the turn of 
Maxton. •' 

' \ 

James Maxton, who was re-elected to the presidency of the 
I. L. P. ~tits last Annual Confe1ence wtll act in Frankfort not a1 

, Cha~rman ofi the I~ L. P. qut ~>nly m his indiv1dual capacity. But 
'the fact that a pnvate f?Olwy (i)f a party Oltazrman is possible will 
o~ly be understood with dtfficulty, especia11y on the Continent. 
T~e concept10~ of party disctplme and the necessity of solidarity 
ap~y in continental countnes to the highest officers of the 
parties m Farticlthu. Accordmgly it w1ll only be too easy for 
Munzenbercr and h~s Communist folio wets to use the fact of the 

0 

'participation of Maxton in the Congress and h1s office as president 
of the Congres~, as a weapo11 ~gamst the s~ctaltst part1es and 

( ~~ ) 
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agamst the Labour and Socialist International. It is qtute certain 
that Maxton himself m no way' fdllo\vs such a design, but is simply 
actuated by the honour;:tble wish to seize every opportumty ~f 
showmg his sympathy 'ahtl support for t the oppressed colonial 
peoples. But unfortunately the world is so constructed that tl.e 
various effects of a political action cannot be isolated from one 
another. If Maxton believes that this Congress conc~rns only . 
colonial peoples, he is unfortunately labouring und~r a. m1s
apprehens1on. The Congress at Frankfort cannot be conside~ed in 
isolation from the general situation of the International Labour 
Movement. 

We are hop1ng for the re·u.nificatioll of the working class in 
an all·inclusive International, but SQ long as the cleavage existcs an~ 
common action with the C~wp.l.:u.nis!s ,thJf(S not expressely de.c;ided 
upon by the Labour and Socialist International is a breach 
of soHd~rity. ~£ tlte President of a Communist Party were to 
make private expeditions into the pohtical sphe:e, which 
were in express contrardlctR>n 'Of the debis1ons of his Inle{oabonal1 

his activity would a:t best be continue4 in Siberia or iQ. some 
other place of';e~tipe'r~ton. \ve ha~~ nci ~ish' Jw'ha~t~'ve1r t~ 'adopt 
the barb~1rous 

1 

~eth~d'sw of • ih'e cohn~~nfst~ 'for I 'th~ ~~ainten.ance 
of Party di~dphpf?, ~ut on th~ 9lhet han!J1 w¢ ~an not pn,ss. over 
in s1lencry ~he fa~ o~ thct 1peakemng of th~ common action of the 
LaJ)pUf and, Soclalipt Il}tematippal. 

Agains_t t~e mis~?nst~ u~tiQn~ whicht wilt cer.fai~iy nppc~r in 
the top1iminist arid bourgeois press it is t)lerefore necessary to 
point out fr~~ t~e 4~~t' that)a~ines JJ;axtpn ts t~king par~ i'~ ihe 
"League against Irriperi~lism" ip his lddrvxd uil a:ld pers~npl Ca];'
acity, and t1Lat the Independ.J1~t Labour I Patty ha~ n~ ':esponi~b~l~ty 
what ever for ltzs actions ~1f ~~~.t capac~!~· 

P. 2,524 
1 I 1 1 ( i 

f • I f. .,.. 
Rece1pt of "Not1ce to produce letters" by C·K11shna'6wami • Ayengar. • 
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Search warrants of Mudkate. 
I 

P. 2526 
Punch nama. 

Bombay 21st .A.ugud 19_29. 
. 

We the1following members of the Punch 
I 

" .t 

/ 

(t)' Kaloba 'Gopal Ra.wal, age 40 years, clerk in Phoenix 
Mill, residence- Sharda Chawal Lamington Road. 

(2) Laxuman Baburao Chendwandkar, 25 years, Cap 
merchant, residence Sharda Ch~*l Lamington Road. 

remained present at the time of search of1 Room No. I, on the 
ground floor of Sharda'Chawl, Lamington Road, in the o.ccupation 
of !i. S. Mudakatte; in pursuance of a· search warrant issued by 
the Addtlional Distt. Magistrate Meerut under section 96. C. P. C. 
on the morning of August 2xst. In our presence~ the following 
articles were taken charge of by thiPoltce:-

5. No.. Name and descriptiJn of article' 
• I 

(I) One framed group photo including the 
• ( pictures of N. S. Mudkatte and fihate. 
~,2) ·One cover addressed to Mr. R/S. Rao .. 
' !General Store3 • with a letter dated 18/2 

• I 
:.I· P. M. addressed to "Dear Rama. 
• 

(3~ 'two cancelled Stamps • of Persia and 
.. li'rance . • • {4) qo black covered account books contain· 

' m accounts 
, -

(S) One 1,etter asking for a job from M. A. 
' K:t1awi to the Ac;countant • Tata Indus· . ' tnal Bank Fort.· 

(6) Issue No. 9· of the G. I. P. Umon 
H eraltl dated 1 s/8/29. 

( 30 ) 

·Place where 
found. 

Hanging on 
the wall. 

Found at the 
sill of the 
window 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 



(7) · ·· ·One cover addressed to N. S. Mudkatte 
contaimng a slip of paper with the 
inscription' " Please don't open, tear 
this paper and see the address inside. 

(8) • Two group photographs of Bombay~ 
clerks U nion~includmg Jhabwala's photo. 

(9) Issue No. 271 dated I3/It/28 of the 
Indian National Herald. 

(10) ' Issue No. 2ct5 ot the Indian National 
Herald dated 13/I0/28. 

(II) 
I 

Foreign postage stamps for France, 
Belgium, U. S. A., Palestine, Germany 
and Portiguse India • all cancelled· 

I 
Found in' the 

,trunk 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

The above-mentioned atticles-only were taken charge of 
by the Police. This Punch nama was written in our presence and 
was read over to us and we hereby put our signatltres to it to 
testify its contents. ' 

. 
Before me. 

• J 

A. K • ..Chaudhan (1) Kaloba Gopal Rawal 

Dy: lnspr. of Police · (2) Luxman Baburo Chandwandkar 

C. I. D. Bombay. 

21/8/29. 9· A. M. 

P. 2527 
Group Photo of Mudkate and Ghate. ' 

I • ! \ 

--

l 

Specimens of Adhikari's typ
1
ewriter. 

--
( 31 ) 



,p, u66. Title of book and name of author. 
L 'o l f 1 ~ l l \ l ...,. 

'Primers of Communism 

yqi •. ~. 

•Friednch Eugels 
It I 1 ' \ 

,~rincipJes of, ~Pll\munis~. 
"'\ ... t .... ~ ... 

Annex: Fr~.~ t~7. ea:!~ ~~~~ ~~ thie C~m,m~nist nwnifes,t?· 

(lp.,troductlon ~n~ glo.ssary of foreign terms by Dr. Hermann 
Duncker. · .' ' ·· ' · 

Berlin C25. 
r, ;1.1 •' <( 

Kr. ~lexan<;letr $lr~ ~8. 
"" "' ..... ,, t l.<t I. 

P. u6S. 'Headings only. 

1. Svark. 
j 1t; l'tl 

2. f.~~~-~p~l ~~rl1~~~~ndfp;e. 
3· Part~ Organ. 

4· Translations and propaganda tracts. 
t .. ."' 

5· The Agrarian question. 

Abbreviation? 6. Agttatlon-Propaganda. 

7· The Trades Union Movement. 

P. 1169. \Vhole. 

Bombay 18th Feb. 1928. 

Dear Cl\)tp,rades., 
, .... l ,.,.. .... f 

I d1d not work very long w1th you, sllll you 
will not have forgotten me At that time we very 
seldom happened to discuss th1s country and 1ts 

problems. Now I a!ll here in the midst of the stnfe 
and am therefore in a pos1tion to inform you of 
things and events which are suppressed and mis· 
represented_ by the capitalist press. You know that 
in thts ~ge of imperialism, in this penod of cap1tahst 
do"' nfall, the aC.!l!~!le~.$ of the crisxs comes about 
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Corrupt taxt ? 

May have 
some technical 
meaning 

more quickly in colonies and sami~colonies th:an in 
1 capitalist countries. The increasing rate of exP,loita

tion, the rapidly proceeding revolution of the 
process of the production, speed up the- process of 
class differentiation, deepen the class • opposition 
which the driving force of revolution fosters. This 
opposition between the proletariat and the ruling 
classes is now making itself felt with us.· On the 
one hand the class-consciousness and war-prepared· 
ness of the Indian workers is growing, . A number 
of important concerns is no longer under • reforms ' 
leadership. 'The stale mate within the All Indian 
Indnstrial Congress is already breaking away in 
the direction of a revolutionary class-politic. Even 
belo'f the lower middle class strata a· growing 
dishke of the politics and programme of tre 
national bourgeoisie and an increasing sympathy 
and interest in co~munism are being manifested. 
On the other hand, the British· Indian oligarchy of 
capitalist finance, which knows exactly where its 
enemies are, is forging in the Legislative Assembly 
at New Delhi powerful oppressive weapon& to 
cruc.;h the Indian Workers movement thoroughly 
and timely. But that does not suffice them - Still 
meaner methods are employed. to break the closed 
class-front of the proletariat. By Lhe employment of 
Mahomedan strike • breakers, by subtle propaganda 
aided by agents provocateurs, by the dissemination 
of false reports of the desecration of mosques, 
temples, etc, efforts are being made to kmdle the 
flame of racial and religious hatred in order thereby ..• 

' --------------------------------------.......... ____ ____ 
P. IIj6. Tille of book and name of author. 

Illustrated History 
I 

of the/ Russian Revohltion. 
I 

( 1917 

Edited by 
I I 

\V. ASTROW. A. S. LEPKO\V. ]. THOMAS. with 
contributions by ~LAGONRAWOW. BUCHARIN. 
ENGELHARDT. Kr\JURO\V. KR~YLENKO. LENIN. 
LUNATSCHARSKI. OLMINSKI. RACH]A. 

RASKOLNIKOW. SALESCHSKt. ~ARABJANO\V 

( '33 ) 



' I \ t 

SCHENE\VSKI. SEREBRJANSKI. STALIN TROTZKI. 
' \ I 

WERMENI~CHEW. WLADIMIROWA, Eic. 

:225 1l1ustrations 

BERLIN 1928 

New German Pr~ss. \Villi Munzenberg. 

P. 1181 Title of book and name of author. 

Primers of C~rrimunism 

Vot. 3· · 
> 

KARL MARX 
' - ~ t t 

Wage, Price e.nd Profit 

1926 

I'nternational P~blishers" Xssociation Ltd. Berlin S W. 61. 

p, x 188) Title of bobk and name ·of author. 

The 'clas~·Batti~s in France tS48 • xBso 

by Kirl Marx' 

\\~ith an introouttion by Friednch Eugels and a foreward by 
August Be bel. 

,, 
1920 

' Forwards ' Bdoksbop,, BetHn S~ W. 68. 

P. II89 H~adings of all ch~pters. 

· Table of Contents; 

V. The Battle for Peace. Page • . ' 
Extract from the letter of 3oth March 1917 3 

Concerqing the tasks of the Proletariat in 
thts rt:volution. 5 

Revdlutibn on the war. 6 
I 
I 

.Extract 'from the, speech at the April 
~· . J~Ieamng. Conference of the R. 8. D. A. P. m 1917. 10 

The significance of fraternization 
l 

:occerning the war 
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rr Tlte Pedce of Brest-Litotvsk. Page. 

Concerning the peace 35 
Decree concerning the peace 37 

Tachnical trans· 
• I .. prnctse meam1g 

doubtful. 

. .29th 
Tuesday. 

Summing up of the report o'n the peace 40 

Essays on the peace 44 
- .., ~ . 
Report on the Brest peace queshon 54 
Summing up of th~ report on the Brest peace 79 

VII. The' war wit"" Polan'a. 

The ltiteinational Situation 89 

YIII. The Control oj Future Wars. 

Sketch of the Essays ~n the question of the task of 
o\ir delegation at The Hague _ 97 
Notes: 102 

' 
P I 195 Title of Book and name of author. 

S P.D. 

3l Days 

' 
(Arbitrator's) Award. 

Economic Ifemocracy 

Jarluary 

aoth 
Wednesday 

C1tizens' Party 

\Vedge 

s weeks 

31st 
Thursday 

1927. Citizens' Party 192;. Murder of \Vorkers 
l{egime under Marx. in Schattendorf (Burgen

land) 
191'9. Franz Mehring , 

1925 Approval of 
the Horthy·Pact of 
the Hungarian Soc· 
ial Democrats by 
the Second 1 nter· 
national 

d1ed m Berlin-Grurie- 1925 Cooperation of the 
\Vald (born 27th Feb- S.P.D. estabhshed w1th 
ruary 1845 10 the ';oo 1\-llllJOn Presents 
Schlawe.} Fund.,, for heavy mdustries 

t86~. Arrest of 
Lassalle in Bertm 

1'91R. Suppression of 
1923 Collapse of the tHe Berhn general 
Saxon Government. 

1

stnke by the m1htary. 

Opening of negotiations l9ti· Paul Singer 
for the formation a { dted in Berlin. 
\Vorker s Government. 

Ten Years Communtst International 
1919•1929. 25 
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Meaning? 

Whole.letter. 

Bombay 25 1-29. 
Dear Vera, 

It is now two weeks since I heard from you. Have 

you not written, or is it due to the ''efficiency" of 

the post office? I am getting no post at all, either 

inland or foreign. I am earning nothing, nor do 

I see a.ny possible prospect of earning anything. 

I shall now give up the search and ae,·ote my 
• 

whole time to my ta~k. \Vhat I am to hve on 

then I do not know. I eat at my father's and sleep 

there too. I shall gradually have to give up 

many comforts. If you get the letter that 1 have 

sent yau by a different channel, you will get a 

couple of new addresses. There you will also find 

a letter, which please forward. The letter is to a 

comrade whom you know. This comrade wdl be 

able to give you a new address, which you should 

please use. Please use all other ways of reaching me. 

B. T. IPK has not arrived either. It is so very 

important-one is as it were cut off here. Dear vera, 

please write to me and send me the thinga. You 

write that you are ready to help me. I need a 

number of books. I am ashamed to write to you to 

send them to me. They are:-"The History of the 

Civil War in Russia,, New German Press. 

''Under the Banner of Marx1sm"-all the parts 

that are so far published. How the books should 

be sent I will let you know later Please never 

try to send me money. It will never arnve. I am 

sendmg you a photograph from the newspaper. 

The group shows the Bombay delegates to a 
\Vomen's Cong1 ess for educatiOnal reform. A 

bourgeois affau. You wlll recogn1se Mrs Hulekar. 

:Please remember me to all our mutual acquain· 

tances. 
Yours. 

Page 1198. Title cf Bot>k and nnmc of author. 
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? 1\Ieaning 

P. 1198. Title of book and nam~ of author. 

The 1h'ttle 

· ' for the 
• t ~ 

Commumst 
' t • I ) 

International 

Documents· cf the Russian Opposition not pub-
• r ' i l , I 

lished by the s~aln1 ZK 

Published by 

The 'Banner of Communi~m; Press r 

• Pf . I 
r r PrelS =5 enmg ' 

P. u6t.~ Item 73· 
I I f 1 

7 3. A book in Genna11 entitled 4M:1mml of the 
Russian League.· 

P. 1214. T1tle of bJok and name pf author. 

LENIN 

Probably has a on Oomradeslup 

technical signi· Articles and Speeches 

, fication. ' Ed1ted, with an inttoduclion, by 

_ N-L MESCHTSCHERJAKOFF 

Press Monogram ~~ AGV25 

Universal Comradeship Press 

1 Not a 

( 

Berlin·Friednchshafen. 

P. 12-'0. Items 82, 85, 86, 87', 91, 96,97 & 93 

'8:. Marxism and Natural Science, a German book 

of 19.25. 

85 Die Oanjte, a German book. 

German word 86 Woman, by August Bebel, a German book of 

1923· 

87 Cntique of Political Economy, Karl Marx, 

a German book. 
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•9i Capitalism, Communism, Scientific Socialism of 
I 

191 9-a German book. ' 

96 Causality -and Freewill, Max Planck, 1923 

97 Ether and the rheory of Relativity, Albert 
Einstein 1920. a German book. 

98. The N'at.!lre of Light, Dr. Max Planck 1920. 

P. 1478. Items 9• 11, 22 and 25. 

. 9· Under the Banner of Marxism, bo"ks 1·6 (shooks) 

J 1. The New Russia. 

22. The National Anthem. 

Text Corrupt? 25. Bdriebltrategefeb 

D. R. D. Bher. 
1 

Major, R. A. 

General Staff Branch, 

An11y Headquarters, Ne~ Delhi. 

Saraswati ~achine Printing Prec;s Meerut, U.P. India. 

( 88 , 


