


lndiaq \Vomeq's University-
( llistory of its Origin and early Growth. ) 



2 

dent of the 'Widows' Home School, it being the amount 
of the fund raised in memory of the late Mr. B. G. 
Godbole of Bombay. Encouraged by these offers, the­
Life-workers of the Hindu WidO\;s' Home Association 
appwached the Managing Committee of the Association 
and the Committee enthusiastically supported the Life­
workers, and authorised Prof. Karve to announce at the 
Conferenee that the Hindu Widows' Home Association 
was going to make a practical move in the matter. The· 
Committee of the Association framed a scheme, circu­
lated it among the members of the General Body and 
secnred the formal consent of the General Meeting of 

· the Association on the 13th of February 1916. 

The aproved scheme was put into the hands of a 

Provisional eommittee 
con:-isiing of Prof. D. K. Karve B. A., (Chairman) i Prof 
G. C. Bhate, M. A.; Prof. H. G. Limaye, M. A. i Prof. K. 
R. Kanitkar, M. A. B. sc. i Mr. N. C. Kelkar, B. A. 11. 

B.; Miss Krishnabai Thakur, M. A.; and Mr. M. K. 
Gadgil, B. A., ( Secretary ). The Committee was autho 
rised to bring the Indian "T omen's Univer!iity into. 
exbtence on the lines laid down in the Scheme, and· 
when that was done, to hand over charge of their 
work to the properly constituted authorities of the· 
U ni ..-ersity. 

The eutstanding Featur~s 

of the University are: First, that the University should· 
be a ·wholly representative body sutject to no out~ ide 
connol; ~econdly. that the in~titutions affiliated to 
it rnui>t introduce th~ Vernaculars of the Province as 
the media -of in~tru'ction and must have ~:nglbh 

a.:; ~' compulsory :o.ubject of :-tudr; and thirdly, the-
. cour~es of study ~hc·uld be laid down with a view to the-



Rpecial needs of women. As· a direct consequence of 
the cb 1nge in the medium of instruction, it has become 
possihle to ~:>horten the period of study without lower· 
ing the standard, so that a girl of average intelligence 
may begin at the age of 6, and after a primary course 
of four years, a secondary course of five years; and a col­
lege course of three years, may graduate at the age of 
18. This is eminently suitable to our ·social conditions 
and at the age of 15, which is coming to be the general 
I'Jtandard of marriageable age, a girl ca'n finish her 
secondary education. 

The Provisional Committee vigorously commenced 
the work of organisation and asked the Widows' Home 
As~ociation to lend, for a short time, the services of :Miss 
Krishnabai Thakur, Mrs. Venubai Namjoshi, and Mrs. 
Parvatibai Athavale to secure electors. Prof. Karve's 
services were required for an indefinite period.N o time 
was to be lost. June was approaching. If a beginning 
were not then made, a year's delay would have been 
caused. Electorates were to be organized and tke mem· 
hers of the Senate were to be properly elected. For this 
purpof:e diff0rent Provinces in India had to be reached. 
Mi~s. Krishnabai Thakur wm·ked at Bombay and its sub­
urbs, Burhanpore, Khandwa, Indore, Dewas and Gondal; 
Mr~. Venubai N amjoshi went to Akola, Amraoti, N agpur, 
and Bhandara; and Mrs.Pan~atibai Athavale to Belgaum, 
Dhanrar, Hubli, Gadag, Bellary and Bijapur. Prof. 
KarYe visited Madra8, Tanjore, Kumbhakonam, Uadura, 
Trichinapoly, Salem, Bangalore, Vizagapatam, Rajah· 
mundry, Berhampore, Calcutta, Allahabad, Labore, Jul­
lunder, Delhi, Ahmedabad and Bombly. The result was 
exceedingly gratifying. ·rn all i60 pe:lple were regi,.;tered 
on the electoral 1'1)11 for GraduatEs and 500 0::1 that of 
the General Electorate. All the persons rligible for 



4 

election as Fellows were consulted as to their wi<-h tQ; 

serve on the senate. The names of 264 persons who ex· 
pressed their willingness to do so, were sent to all the 
voters. The result of the voting was declared in the first 
week of May. The necessary syllabuses were drafted 
and were sent along with the Agenda paper to the Fellows. 
Everything was ready in time and the formal 

Inauguration 
of the Indian Women's University took place at 
the first meeting of its Senate on the 3rd June 1916. 
Three sittings were required to go through the whole 
business. Forty-three out of sixty members were pre. 
sent and 15 of them had travelled long distances to­
attend the meeting. 

The dignity and the status of this Body, in which is 
Yested the final authority in all matters connected with 
tha Indian Women's University, can be realised very well 
by going over the names of fellows given in the subjoined 
list. The Unh·ersity has been very fortunate in securing 
Dt·. Sir R. G. Bhandarkar and The Hon'ble Principal R. P· 
Paranjpye, as the Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor 
respectively. The namas of the sixty fellows elected 
are as follows :-

1 Dr. Sir R G. Bhandarkar, M . .A. Ph. D. c. I. E. Poona. 
2 The Hon'ble Mr. R. P. Paranjpye, Principal, Fergus­

son College, Poona. 
3 Prof. D. K. KMve, B. A., Life-worker, H. ,V. Home 

Association, Poona. 
4 .:.1Irs. Saralabai Saik,:..LA. Inspectressof Girls's Schoolst 

Indvre. 
5 Mr. M. K. Gadgil, B .• -1., L~e-worker, H. vV. Home 

Association, Poona. 
6 Mr. N.C. Kelkar, R .-\.. LL. B., Editor, the Kesari and 

the };faratha, Poona. 



7 Prof. G. C.'Bhate, M.A., Fergusson College, Poo1: ;, 

~ Prof. \~. K. Rajawade, :M. A., Retired Professor, FtJr· 
gusson College, Poona. 

~ .Jh.~. Saraladevi R. Chaudhari, B. A., Lahore. 

10 Prof. W. B. Patwardhan, B. A., Vice-Principal, f~?r · 
gusson College, Poona. 

11 Prof. H. G. Limaye, M.A., Fergusson College, Poona. 
1Z Prof. K. R. Kanitkar, M.A., B. Sc., Fergusson College, 

Poona. 
13 Mr. H. R. Divekar, M. A., Life-worker, H. \Y. Home 

Association, Poona. 
14 The Hon'ble Sir M. B. Chaubal, B. A. LL. B., C. S. I., 

Member, Executive Council, Bombay Government, 
Bombay. 

1~ Mrs. Vidyagauri Ramanbhai }.[. Ninan!ha, B. A., 
.Ahmedabad, 

lG Mr. P. K. Telang, M.A. LL.B., Editor 'New India' 
Madra!'l. 

1 i Mr. H. N. A pte, Au thor of Marathi novels, Editor 
" Kurmanuk ''and sometime Fellow, Bombay Uni· 
ver::,ity, Poona. 

11'1 The Hon'ble Mr. C. H. Setalwad, B. A. LL.B., Adro· 
l·ate, Member of the Imperial Legislative Council, 
\rice-Chancellor, University of Bombay. 

l\1 l{ao Bahadur Wamanrao M. Kolhatkar, Retired Dis­
tdct Judge, Fellow, Allahabad University, Nagpur. 

~0 Prof. C. G. Bhanu, B.A., Retired Professor, Fergusson 
College, Poona. 

~1 Dr. Jivraj N. Mehta, M. D., M. R. C. P., M. R. C. S., L. 
M. & S., Bombay. 

~~ Dr. H. S. Deva, L~1f. & S., 1Iember, Servants of India 
Society, Poona. 

23 Hao Bahadur S. V. Patwardhan, B. A., Retired Direc­
tor of Public Instruction, Berars, Poona. (decea~ed) 
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24 Mrs. Srirangammu, Hmi/.Jfi8fre!ls, Go1"-'rnmr11t Girls 
High School, Bangalore. 

25 The Hon'b~e Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, B. A. L. T. 
President, Servants of India Society, 'Madras. 

26 Dr. M.G. Deshmukh, M.A., B. Sc., M.D., Bombay. 
27 Prof. D. L. Sahasrabuddhe, L. Ag. B. Sc., Agricultural 

College, Poona. 
28 Mr. N. M. Joshi, B . .A., Servants of India Society, 

Bombay. 
29 l.frs. Margaret E. Cousins, Bachelor of J.1!u.sic, Theo­

sopldcal College, Madanpalle. 
30 The Hon'ble Mr. B. S. Kamat, B. A., Trustee, H. W. 

Home Association,. Member, Legislative Council, 
Bombay, Poona. 

31 Rao Bahadur Dr. P. V. Shikhare, L. M. & s., Ast-:is, 
tal).t Civil Surgeon, Sasoon Hospital, Poona. 

32 The Hon'ble Mr. Ramanbhai M. Nilkanth, B.A.LL.B., 
Pleader, Ahmedabad. 

33 Mr. S. G. Deodhar, B. A., Superintendent, New En­
glish School, Satara. 

34 Dr. K. K. Joshi, M. A., Ph. D., Fergusson College, 
Joona. 

35 Mr. N. K. Dixit, B. A., M. c. P., (London) Diplo.ma 
·in Pedagogy, (London), Principal, Male Training 
College, Baroda. 

36 The Hon'ble Mr. D. V. Belvi, B. A., LL. B., Pleader, 
Belgaum. . 

37 Mr. G. A. Natesan, B. A., Fellow, Madras University, 
Madras. 

38 Prof. A. B. Dhruva, ~LA., LL. B., Professor, Gujrat 
College, Ahmedabad. 

39 Pandit Shivanath Shastri, ~I. A., Calcutta. 
40 Prof. C. R. Reddy, ~I. A., ( Cantab. ), Myilore. 
41 Mr. Justice T.V. Seshagiri Aiyer, B. A., B. L., Judge, 

High Court, Madras. 
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42 Rao Bahadur R P, Godbole, B. A., Retired Educa­
tional Inspector, Poona. 

43 Mr. B. Sanjiva Rao, M. A., ( Cantab. ), Principal 
Kayastha Pathashala College; Allahabad. 

44 Dr. V. A. Sukhtankar, Ph. D., ( Bonn-Germany ), 
Indore. 

45 Dr. Y. G. Nadgir, M.s. (Bomb.) Professor Grant 
Medical College, Bombay. 

46 Mr. G. S. Sardesai, B. A., Author of Indian History. 
Baroda. 

47 Dr. V. C. Gokhale, L. M. & s., Private practitioner, 
Poona. 

48 Mr, R. G. Pra.dhan, B. A., LL. B., Pleader, Editor 
" Bltarat Sevak, " N asik. 

49 Prof. S. L. Ajrekar, B.A., Agricultural College, Poona1 

50 Mr. J. R. Gharpure, B. A., LL. B., Pleader, Bombay. 
51 Dr. R. V. Khedkar, M.D., F. R. C. S., D.Ph., L. R. C. P. 

& 8. 1. M., Poona. 
5t Mr. D. G. Dalvl, M. A., LL. B., Secretary, Indian N a. 

tiona! Social Conference, Bombay. 
53 Prof. N. S. Panse, B. A., Retired Professor, Fergusson 

College, Poona. 
54 Prof. S. G. Sathe, M. A., Deccan College, Poona. 
55 Rao Bahadur G. K. Chitale, President, Municipality, 

Ahmednagar. 
56 Mr. P. T. Shrinivasa Aiyengar, M. A., Principal, A. 

\r. N. College, Vizagapatam. 
:J7 Mr. V. T. Agashe, L. C. E. Retired Superintending 

Engineer, Poona. 
5~ Mr. A. S. Dalvi, M. A., Retired Head-Master, Poona. 

High School, Poona. 
j~ Mr. R. Venkata Ratnam Naidu, .Ill. A., Principal, 

Pitapur Haja's College, Cocanada. 
60 Dr. Y. G. Apte, B . .A., L. :M. & s., Gwalior. 
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The second meeting of the Senate was held on the 
9th and the lOth June 1917. Thirty-three out of the sixty 
members of the Sen~te were p1·esent at the meeting and 
ten of them came from distant places for the meeting, 
.Among the items of business, was included the presenta· 
tlon of ce1'tificates to the candidates, succes~:~ful in tho 
Indian Women's University Examination~ held in April 
last. Four candidates appeared for the Firlit Year Ex: ami· 
nation from the·Mahila-Patha·Shala and they all pa~sed, 
while at the.Entrance Examination ten out of thirteen 
candidates were succssful. In his general remark8, Dr, 
Sir R. G. :Bhandarkar said that he had gone thl'ough the 
papers that were set at th3 Examinations and that he 
was satisfied that the proper standard had been kept up. 

Recognized and 1\ffillat .. d Institutions. 
At present, Mahilashrama. is the only Gir.ls' High 

School, recognized by this University, for the En­
trance Examination and the Mahila-Patha.-Shala, the 
only Women's College1 affiliated to the University for 
the purposes of higher edttcation. Both these Institu­
tions are conducted by the Hindu Widows' Home As• 
sociation, which has been working in the cause of 
Women's Education for the. last twenty-one years. The 
Association has got buildings, worth a hundred and 
forty thousand rupees and has seven graduate Life­
workers, of whom three are M. A's. These devoted 
workers are a source of great strength both to thesa 
1nstitutions and to the University. In fact it is these 
Institutions which made the idea of the University prac· 
ticable. It is hoped that patient work for a few years 
will produce confidence in the public mind and more in· 
stitutions will come to be recognized and affiliated. 

The following summary of the studies for the several 
Examinations will give an idea as to the kind of edttca· 
tion that is being given in this University. 



The college cours~ is to extend over three years · 
with an examination at the end of each year. 

Admission to the college is to be made on the resu!ts. 
of the Entranc;:e Examinatioq. The amount and qua.lityo{ 
knowledge required, shall be ·generally equivalent to th~~ 
at the Bombay University Matriculation Examination. 

~ ~ ' .... . ..... 
S,NIIabas ... 

Entrance Exami7_1ation. 
Necessary subjects-:-English, Vernacular, History, 

and Domestic economy and Hygiene. • · . : • . •· 
Optional subjects, of which any two are to- be 

chosen:-A Classical language (higher course), Physical 
Sciences, Mathematics (Algebra and Geometry),· Hindi, 
Geography, Drawing ( higher course ), Music (higher 
course), and Needle Work ( higher course ). 

The following :re some of .the text books prescribed 
by the Syndicate for the entrance "Examination of 1918. 

English Prose-A book of Golden deeds. · · 
English Poetry-co\vper's Task canto VI and Ma­

caulay's Lays of An<;ient Rome. 

( This course is the ~ame as at the Bombay Univer.' 
sity Matriculation Exa.mination ). · · · -

Marathi Prose (i311(1il~- 'qiJiw~ir:t itvr ~'I 
Marathi Poetry-<tl0416{1i( ( iR ). - , . . 
Sansk:rit-.clt>q~~ ~( !m ~) ~ ~<iN'tl6iltJI: 

Domestic Economy and Hygiene-u.~ m xti•q:mw, 
tt. ~ ~ 'l('i/{<;(~:~t anfQr u. ~ m atluRi~t••t . 

Elem•ntary History of England and of India com­
mencing respectively from th~ Tudor and the Maurra 
periods. 

Certificate subjeete: -A Classical language ( ele­
mentary e<>urse ). Arithmetic, Drawing or Music 
( elementuycourse), Needle_\Vork (elementary course). 
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First year Examinillion . 

. NECESSARY SUBJEcTS. 

. ;English~ Vernacular, History of India_ and Admini· 
stration of British India, arid Hygiene and Elements of 
Biol?gy:,' : .•. · · -<'' · , . • 

;·. . .. '• . I . 
The following are some of the t'ext books prescribed 

by the Syndicate for the. fir~t year's Examination to be 
held in April1918. · · 
· · • English Prose-Goldsmith's 'The Good-natured 

Man • and Addison's essays. · · · 
' , I I 

English Poetry-Lyric Selections and Loane's Longer 
· · · · ·Narrative Poems. . . 
· Marathi Prose-~ ~- ~~ 'EI851ii<'lllc:+l<fi "'fu{ . 
. ·Marathi Poetry~ <1¥""-lillwlll'l"J '\ wr; ~. ~ 

C( .{l(lq<:ti""'l 't.IOllid'Jis iR. 
: Adminis~ation o~Britis]l Indi~:-
Home Government. Supreme Government, Provin.:. 

cial Government, District Administration, Legislative 
Councils, Education and Justice, as treated in Prof. 
Kale's book. · · 
-1~ · S~ond year. Examination. 

NECESSARY SUBJECTS. 
' . 

English, V~macular, History of the British Empire 
and British cons!iitution, Hygiene (higher course) and 
Human, P~ysiol<_>gy. • 

The following are some of the text-books prescribed 
by- the Syndicate for- the Second Year's Examination 
to be held in April1918. 

English Prose-Silas Marner. 
English Poetry-Byron's 'the Prisoner of Chillon' 

. · and Selections from Tennyson. 
Mrrathi Prol'le-"ilfm~ f.W~. ~m;jr.-(1 ~-
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Marathi Poetry-31T~~ ~r +f11f ~ u. ~~1\~­
~, ~'f.iiT:{f-~, ctr+ril-+ror+J"R'. 

History-t~ ~ {it@(-rrt. ~. ~·· {MisirfR 
~~)~~~-ro. m. ~(l. 

Third year Examination. 

NECESSARY SUBJECTS. 

English, Vernacular, Sociology and Psychology 
( Study of the Child-mind. ) 

OPTIONAL SUBJECT FOR ALL YEARS. 

One of the following optional subjects is to be studied 
continuously for three years: A Classical Language, 
Ethic~ and Philosophy, Mathematics, Drawing and 
Painting, Music, Physical Sciences, Natural Sciencis, 
Englil'h, Education, Comparative Religion, History and 
Economics. 

eonstitution. 

The following Constitution was approved unani­
mously at the last Meeting of the Senrtte. 

I. The University shall be called " The Indian 
Name lVnmen 's Unirersity " or "Bharal· 

rorshi!Ja Millu'la rid !fa Pitl1a." 
2. The aims and objects of the University shall be 1 

(u) To make provision for the higher education of 
Aims and objects. wome~ through Indian Vernaculars as 

the media of instruction; 

(1,) To rt'gulate pre-university eduG~tion and to 
L1rmulate courses of study, specially suited to the needs 
and fl'quirements of women; 

(:) To make provhion for the training of teachers 
fur primary and secondary !'rhools; 

td) Tn in•titute and conft>r ~ueh degrel:'~ and 
:.:r.111t ~tlth dipii)IlJ:l", title~. et>rtifirattJ:- and fllarks of 
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honor, in re~pect of degrees and examinations, as may 
be prescribed by the regulations; and 

(,.,) Such other objects, not incor,!'istent with the~e, 
as may be added from time to time hy the Senate. 

3. The University shall consist of 

Constitution. 
(1) The Chancellor, 
(2) The Vice-Chancellor, 
(3) Ordinary Fellows, and 
(4) Ex-officio Fellows. 

4. No person can become an ordinary Fellow, un· 
less he 

(a) holds a master's or a doctor's degree of any 
Qualifications for Indian University or a foreign Uni· 

Fellowship. versity recognised for this purpose by 
the Syndicat-e; or 

(b) is a graduate of more than ten years standing 
of any Indian University or~ foreign University recog­
nised for this purpose by the Syndicate; or 

(c) is one who is or has been an Ordinary Fellow 
of any Indian University; or 

(d) is a person of special distinction and recom­
mended for the purpose by the Syndicate of this 
University; 
provided that no one ::-hall be elected a Fellow by 
Electorates Nos. (2),(3), (4), and (.5)nnle~s he is a member 
of one of the~e Electoratt?s. 

5. There ~hall he fi-.·e elect••l'ate:-; f)r the 1·\·r·tirm qf 
fellows:~ 

(1) Ttte Electorate of A~sociatic,n:-: :-Thi~ ~hall 

eonsLt r;f the Hindtt \Yid•Jws' Ilomt? 
A~E>·)ciation aitd ;uch r,ther n~~')C'i:l­

ti•JilS as (ol are regii:tered unc1er Act XXI uf l~liO; (1,) 
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. have their aims and-objects identical with or similar to 
those of the Indian Women·s University; (c) have under 
their control schoois or Colleges or both; affiliated to 
the Indian Women·s University; and (d) are recognised 
for this purp~se by the Senate of the Indian .W omen•s 
University. The election of Fellows assigned to these 
associations shall be left to-' them severally. -j .~ 

' • -~ 'l 

(3) Patrons• Electorate :-This shall .-consist of 
persons to be called Patrons. who contribute or promised 
to contribute a life subscription of not less than Rs. 
1000 (one thousand) in one lump sum or by instalments 
extending over a period not exceeding six years. · The 
right of voting shall be forfeited by failure to pay two 
instalments. · · '• -

. . . i 

(3) Graduates• Elect~rate.-This sh~lL 'c~nsfst. of 
graduates of any Indian University or a foreign Univ~·r­
sity recognised for the purpose by the Syndicate. who 
contribute not less flhan Rs. 10 annually or who give a 
life subscription of Rs. 300. in one lmnp sum or by in· 
stalments extending over a period not· exceeding six 
"~ - - . . 

. '¥ ·,,_. 

(t) Educated Ladies• Electo~ate :-This.-shall con· 
sist of ladies who have passed the Matriculation or En­
trance examination of any Indian U university or a fore­
ign University recognised for the purpose by the Syndicate 
and who contribute not less than Rs. 5 an)lually or who 
give a lifa·subseription of Rs.lSO. in one lump sum or by 
instalmenta extending over a period not ex()eeding six 
yean. 

i,. 

(5) General Electorate :-This sh&ll' consist of 
persona who contribute not lesa than Rs. 5 annually or 
who gin a life eub&cription of Ra. 150, in one lump sum . 



or by instalments extending over a period not exceeding 
six years. 

6. The number of Ordinary Fellows shall be sixty. 

7. Seats shall be alloted to different electorates as 
under. 

Distr-Ibution ol 
fellows. 

Electorate of Associations 
Patrons' and Graduates' 

Electorates ( together ) .... 
Educated Ladies' & General 

Electorates ( together ) ... 

15 

25 

15 

Total 55 

The remaining five seats shall be filled by the Senate 
at its annual meeting. 

Note (1) The Hindu Widows' Ho.me Association 
shall elect fifteen Fellows, until other associations are 
recognised for the purpose according to the provisions 
of the El~ctorate of Associations. 

Nute (2). The Patrons' Electorate shall have a repre­
sentation of one seat for every ten members until the 
num.ber of Patrons reaches one hundred. The maximum 
numbir of Fellows elected by this Electorate shall be ten. 
The maximum number of seats for the Graduates' Elec· 
co rate shall be fifteen. But this Electorate shall elect such 
additional number of Fellows as may be necessary to 
bring the total number of the representatives of the 
Patrons' and the Graduates' Electorates together up to 
twenty flee. 

Note (3) The Educated Ladies' Electorate shall have 
a representation of oRe seat for every ten members until 
the number of Educated Ladies on the Electoral roll 
reaches une· hundred. The maximum number of Fellows 
elicted by this Electorate shall be ten. The minimum 



. 
I . t.'i 
~~:l. 

15 . 

number of :oeds for the General Electorate shall be fii.·t; 
but this Electorate shall elect such additional number 
of Fellow::: Js m:1y be necessary to bring the total nutiber 
of the repre~entatives of the Educated Ladies' and of 
the General Electorates together up to fifteen. 

8. No change shall be made in the above rules 
l'ov.er of cban~tng except with the consent of three-fourths 
the £onstltutlon. of the total number of fellows forming 

the Senate. 

Financial eondition. 

The Indian Women's University is perhaps the 
poorest in the World. Probably it is a unique instance 
{l{ a University, starting its work without a rupee in its 
treaEury. With unbounded confidence in the educated 
middle cla:"~', a beginning was made by the promoters 
of the ~'C heme. Great was the anxiety on the part of the 
many !NOd people who sympathised with the movement 
but who had grave doubts about the success oft he scheme, 
on the score of financial and other difficulties. Thanks 
however, to the enthusiastic response given by the edu­
cated middle elass and to the sympthetic attitude of 
the public in general, the days of acute anxiety are o-rer. 
A stage ha:; now been reached when the workers may 
look forward to the future with feelings of hope and 
co:1fidence. 

It is inendt>d to put all donations into the Perman­
fnt Fund, and to meet current expenditure from annual 
~uh~L·riptions and the intere~t on the Permanent Fund. 
The total :1mount of promi~:ed donations is Rs. 7j,000. 
The t·eaJi,ed portion out of this is already invested and 
the rnive1·~ity has to-day a. Permanent Fund of 
H~. 43,0uu in the f,Jrm vf the 3~ p. c. GoHrnment Promi~­
"LHY ~ott". Dc~ri~:g the year 1916, the incot~;e from 
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annual sub~eriptions came to be Rs. 9,000. But. this 
income will be subject to fluctuatiom, and, especially in 
these hard tin:es, cannot be regarded as absolutely 
certain. The workers hope, howe,er, to seeure enough 
from subscriptions for the present needs. 

Public Opinion. 

Educated public opinion is decidedly in favour of 
the mo\'ement. The following tables prove the fact. 
The first table shows that the total receipts of Rs. 
28,081-4-0 in the year 1916 were made up of 1324 contri­
butions, most of them being small ones. The second 
table gi\'es the number of pers-ons, who got themselves 
regi~tered in the Graduates' and the General Electorates. 
That so many people should have contributed their mite 
to help the cause, is a clear eridence of the favourable 
eharacter of public opinion. These tables are intended 
merely to show how many were approached and how this 
mo,·ement was hailed with enthusiasm by the general 
public. But it must not be understood from this that 
they are l\ permanent s-ource of annual income to the 
UniYersity. For se'Yeral of them prombed to contibute 
Hen beyond their means, only to mark their appreciation 
of the cause and readiness to help it, if and when their 
means permitted. This fact makes it incumbent on the 
workers to mo'\e about every year, !,ecure fresh subscrib­
ers and keep on the old ones. Many more also were 
approached and they had their full sympathy, 0ut were 
deterred from joining the'electorates simply on prudential 
considerations. In the register of Graduates' Electorate 
there are 1016 names and in the General Electorate 829; 
about one-fourth of this number consists of Graduates. 
A glance at the second table shows how people in dif. 
ferent parts of the country, appreciate the principles, 
underlying the experiment and are ready to help it. 
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TABLE No.1. 

Showing the number of contributions and the am­
ount of each. which went to make up the total collection 
in 1916. 

~o. of Contributions. I .Amount o£ each I Total amount of 
Contribution. Cont:ibutions. 

Rs. Rs. 
6 500 3000 

4 400 1600 

HI 300 5700 

4 200 to 300 878 

12 150 1800 

20 100 ~000 

4i 5') to 100 2527-8 

82 10 to i!O 14~2 

106 10 7060 

390 5 1950 I 

~4 less than 5 i~-12 

1324 28081-!-
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1'ABLE No.2. 

Showing the number ~i Members enlisted in the 
:Graduates' and General eleoturates and distributed ac­
.-cording to the places. 

~-o. of 
No. of )fembcn ]:.,embers 

Name of pla<?e. in Gra- in General 
Total. 

duates' elc- elcctora to 
lrate. __ ,__~---

Bombay proper ... 147 61 2t'8 

Poona City. 129 29 loR 

Ahmellabad 60 21 Rl 

Gujarat and Kathiawr.r 117 152 269 

.Maharashtra 67 106 173 

Karnatic 61 169 ?30 

Madras City 76 19 ~.j 

]!adras Presidency 12i\ 114 240 

My5ore State ... 45 21 66 

Central Provinces 47 19 {',() 

Berars 
-~ 

7 5 12 

Oentral India 70 so }.50 

United Provin.~eo 1 !) 12 31 

·Bengal .. ho 5 l.j 

Punjab ... 35 16 ;)1 

Total .. . lul;;- -g;;- '1843 
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Extenslo~ Work •. 

After. the; University had been established, it was: 
thought desirable tQ entrust some one with the work 
of e:dendin'i the- circle" o~ sy'mpathisers -·and consti­
tuents of the University.:' For this . purpose it is: 
D.ecessary to acquaint the general public with . what is: 
being done and the best way· of achieving this end is to. 
a~a.ch theJll personally. Professor Karve offered to 
undertake this work and the o:ff;er was readily accepted. 
He was asked to go on this mission being at once relieved 
from his duties as Registrar of 'the Unive.rsity: in Sep~ 
tember last. Since then he. bas been devoting himself 
to this work and an Idea of the work be has done can 
be had from the following list of places he has since 
Yi~"ited:- ~ ' 

Bombay and its tSuburbs; Na.sik, Sinnar, Malegarn. 
Pimpalgam-Basvant~ Jalgaou, Bhusawal, Yawal, and. 
Sata1·a in the Deccan; Dohad, Godhra, Anand, Nadiad, 
Broach, Surat, Baroda, Ahmedabad, Petlad, Palanpur, 
Sidhpur, Mehsana, Visnagar, Vf.&dnagar and Patan' 
in Gujarat; Dharwar, Hubli, · Kundgoi, Karwar and 
Belgaum in the Karnatik; Limbdi, Bhavnagar, Amreli. 
Vadia. Jetpur, Juna.gad,' Gondal, Rajkot, Jamnagar; 

· Vankaner, and Dhrangadhra in Kathiawart and Ali-
bag and Thana in Konkan. '- · 

2\ppeal. · 

The foregoing pag~s give a short account of the 
organisation and working of. the Indian Women's Uni­
ver!'ity and the results achieved during the short time it 
bas been in existence. Th$re are six ladies studying 
in the Second Year Class and ten in the First Year 
Class. ·Four students pas~d the First Year Examina­
tion and these would have_been the.. only student~ in 
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Second Year Class. But two ladies who had passed the 
Previous Examination of the Bombay University sought 
admission into the Second Year Class which has thus 
six students reading in it. The first batch of graduates, it 
is hoped, will be sent out in June 1919. The U nlv~rsity will 
then see the first fruits ofits work. The Indian Women's 
University is trying to solve the problem' of the educa­
tion of women on its own lines. It is an experiment in· 
·volving far reaching consequences. Its success will 
ensure the rapid advance of higher education among 
the women of India. Its failure may do immense harm 
to the cause. The promoters of the movement fully 
recognise their own responsibility. But they must, and 
do with confidence, count upon the support of sym­
pathisers to make the university a complQte succe~s. 

This sho1·t report may, therefore, be appropriately 
concluded with the following appeal taken from the fir:;t 
leaflet issued by the Provisional Committee:-

" We welcome help from every quarter and feel 
grateful for whatever help is given to us. But our main 
reliance, for the success of our enterprize, is upon the 
educated middle class which bears the burden of all 
public work and all public activities, in all parts of the 
world. We start our University without practically a 
single rupee to our credit. But we are strong in wo1·kers 
and stronge,r in the faith, that the educated middle cla~s 
will· not fail us in the hour of need. We then,fore 
appeal to them to come forward with their offers of help, 
join the University in their hund;eds and thousands as 
members and sympathisers, and create so many centres 
for the University movement all over the country. It 
will not be posssible to see people individually. Whoso­
ever receives this appeal, whoeoever is a friend of the 
-cause, whosoever believes in the higher education of 
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women as an indispensable factor in the uplifting of the 
nation, let him send his own contribution, let him work 
for securing the sympathy .and support of his friends. 
This appeal is sent r::und in the hope that it will evoke 
a liberal response and we trust that the appeal will not 
be addressed in vain." 

Indian Women'!' l 
University, 1

1 (Hingne Budruk), r 
POONA CITY. I 

J.ith July 1017'. J 

H. R. DIWEKAR 

Rc.ui.strar, 
Indian Women's University. 

l'r.nttd at the .\ryaUlU~!J<.n r~H~. Poona. 


