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PREFACE 

THIS Volume, which forms Volume III Economic 

of the Mysore Gazetteer, is, at1 its titie indicates, 
de'\"oted to matters affecting the Economic welfare 
of the people of the State. In the preparation of 
t~e chapters included in ·it, valuable assistance has 
been rendered by-a number of Officers and Depart
mental heads to whom thanks are due for answer
ing enquiries made or su.Pplying ·the requisite 
information. Special acknowledgments are due to 
the following :-Dr. L. C. Coleman, M.A., Fa.D., 

Director of Agriculture; Mr. A. K. Yegnanarayana 
Iyer, M.A., N.D.D., F.c.s., Deputy Director of Agri-, 
culture; Mr. John Bhore, A.M.I.C.E., Chief 
Engineer for :M:ysore; Mr. B. V. Ramiengar, D.A., 

Chief Conservator of Forests in Mysore ; Mr. B. 
J;:tyaram, F.G.s., formerly Director of Geology; 
Mr. A. ~f. Sen, :u.sc., M.I.:rti.E., F.G.s., Deputy 
Dir:ector of Geology in Mysore; Mr. S. <J. For~es, 
E.E., B.sc. (E. & M.E.), A.M.I.E.E., Chief Electrical 
Engineer in l\Iysore; ~Ir. P, G. D'Souza, D.A., D.L., 

formerly Director of Industries and Commerce, 
A* 



vi 

now· Revenue Commissioner in Mysore; Mr. R. 
Ranga Rao, B.A., B.L., General Secretary to Gov-, 
ernm€nt; Mr. N. Rama Rao, B.A., B.L., Secretary 
to Government in the Development Departments ; 
and Mr. K. H. Ramayya, B.A., Bar-at-law, Registrar 
of Co-operative Societies in Mysore ; and Mr. C. 
Dove-Wilson, formerly Agent, Mysore Railways. 

C. HAYA VADANA RAo, 

Editor. 
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CHAPTER I. 

ECONOMIC CONFERENCE. 

THE Conference was established in June 1911 with the Objectaof ihe 
f ll · b. · ~ ·Economic 
o owmg o Jects :- Conference. 

(a) to associate men of enlightenment, public spirited 
citizens, prominent agriculturists, merchants, etc., with the 
officers of Government in deliberations connected with Econo-

~ . 
mic Progress in Mysore; 

(b) to keep alive public interest in the numerous questions 
claiming attention, by constant interchange of views and 
discussions among those competent to deal with them ; . 
· (c) to stimulate the capacity for effort among the people 
by a. series of conferenee.s and to suggest the adoption· of 
practical measures by · Government where the Government 
can render assistance ; 

(d) to hold an annual Conference to discuss the more 
important questions that affect the material prosperity of the 
s~~ . 

The lines on which the Conference should work w'as I Linea of 

thus "Ol~tlined by His Highness the Maharaja. in the· Work. 

inaugural address delivered to the Conference in11911 :-

.. The conditions affecting Economic progress in this State 
should be compared with those in other progressive countries· 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 1 
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and the lessons drawn from such comparison should be spread 
broadcast. till the pubHc become familiar and learn to act on 
them. ·If the people are kept thinking and working in this 
way, some of them will become leaders and experts and all 
who are interested in a subject will have the opportunity of 
forming sound opinions on it. If the leaders are convinced of 
the necessity of an improvement, they will induce the people 
concerned to take action. If they think that Government 
assistance is necessary, they will apply for it. The Committees 
and officials will spread useful information in the shape of 
bulletins and monographs from time to time. In this way, we 
shall gradually accumulate a mass of statistics and descriptive 
literature of the highest value to the local economic student. 
The aim we have in view, namely, the economic security and 
vital efficiency of the people must appeal to every right-thinking 
person." 

The functions of the Conference do not overlap those 
of the Representative Assembly. Questions concerning 
the prerogatives of His Highness the Maharaja, the con
stitution of the State, its relations with the Government 
of India. or the policy of supreme Government are excluded 

. from discussion. 

The agency for work comprises of-

(i) Three Central Boards with head-quarters at Bangalore, 
one for Agriculture including Sericulture, one for Educatiou 
and one for Industries and Commerce ; 

(ii) District Boards. 

The Conference ordinarily meets once a year under the 
presidency of the Dewan in June at Mysore dm·ing the 
Birthday festivities of His Highness the Maharaja, to 
consider the reports of work done by the Central Boards 
and the District Boards and recommendations l1lade by 
them. Such of the Resolutions of the Conferenc~ ~shave 
the snpport. of the majority of the members are submitted 
to Government for final orders. 
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The deliberations of the Conference, other than those 
on confidential subjects, are open to the Press and the 
public. 

All the members of the Boards, the Deputy Commis
~;ioners of Districts, and such other persons as may be 
specially selected by Government are summoned for 
the Conference. The total number of members of the 
Conference does not exceed 100. 

The constitution of the three Boards as ordered by Constitution 

Gowrnment in their order dated lOth .March 1924 is as ~o~~~~entral 
follows:-

noard of Education .. -The Board consists of:-

(1) The Inspector-General of Euucation (ex-ojticio). 
(2) A representll.tive of the ::\Iysore University to be 

electeu by the Senate of the l.J niversity. · 
(3) A representative of High School teachers; pending the 

formation of some constituency, the member to be nominated 
hy Government. 

( 4) A representative of Missionary Schools; the election of 
the representative to be entrustetl to a representative body of 
~fission Schools in Ban galore, if there is one; otherwise the 
representative to be nominated by Government. 

(.5) A representative of private schools, aidoo and unaided
to be nominated by Government. 

(6) A woman representative of female education to be 
nominated by Govemment. 

(7) A representative of science teaching, to be nominatoo 
by Government. . 

(8) A representative of inuustrial and technical education 
to be nominated b~, Government. 

(9) A representative of physical education-to be nomi
nated by Government. 

(10) A representative of Mahomeuan euucu.tiun-to be 1 

noUJinateg hy Government. 
(li) A representative of the education of backward 

das'!es-to be nominate!] by Government. 
(12) A representative uf the depressed classes-to be 

numim.ted by Government. 
M. Gr. VOL. III. 1•. 
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· (13) A rept·esentative of primary educatlon-.to be nomi-
nated by Government. . 

(14) & (15) Two members of the Representative Assembly 
to be elected by the members of the Assembly. 

(16) & (17) Two representatives of the Legislative Council 
to be elected by the members of the Legislative Council. 

(18) & (19) Two members to be nominated by Govern-
ment. · 

The Vice-Chancellor of the :Mysore University to be the 
Chairman of the Board. 

Boa_rd of Agriculture.-The Board consists of:

(1) The Director of Agriculture (ex-officio). 
(2) The Chief Engineer in :Uysore (ex-officio). 
(3) The Revenue Commissioner in Mysore (ex-officio). 
(4) The LiYe-Stock Expert (ex-officio). 
(5) The Superintendent of Sericulture (ex-officio). 
(6) The Superintendent, Government Gardens (ex-officio). 

· (7) The Registrar of Co-operative Societies (e:r-officio). 
(8) The Deputy Commissioner, Banga.lore District (ex

officio). 
(9)' A representative of the Agricultural Union to be 

elected by the Union by a. majority of the members present at 
a. general meeting. 

{10) A representative of the European Planting Interest
to be elected by the European Planters' Association recognised 
by Government for purposes of returning a member to the 
Representative Assembly. 

(11) A representative of the Indian Planting Interest-to 
be elected by the Indian Planters' Association recognised by 
Government for purposes of returning a member to the Repre
sentative Assembly. 

(12) The Agricultural Chemist (ex-officio). 
(13) The Conservator of Forests (ex-officio). 
(14) & (15) Two members of the Representative Assembly 

to be elected by the members of the Assembly. 
(16) & (17) Two representatives of the Legislativ:e Qouncil 

to be elected by the members of the Legislative Council. 
(18) & (19) Two members representing horticulture and 

· sericulture to be nominated by Government. 
(20~, (21) & (22) Three members representing agriculture 
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who are large growers of sugar-cane, cotton, etc., to be .nomi
nated by Government. 

The First ::\femher of Council to he the Chairman of the 
Board. 

Board of Inclustrics and Commerce.-The Board con-
sists of:-

(1) The Director of Industries and Commerce (ex-offic·io). 
(2) The Conservator of Forests (ex-officio). 
(3) The Director of Geology (ex-officio). 
(4) The Chief Electrical Engineer (ex-officio). 
(5) The Agent, Mysore Railways (ex-officio). 
(6) &:: (7) Two members of the Representative Assembly 

to be elected by the members of the Assembly. 
(8) & (9) Two representatives of the Legislative Council to 

be elected by the members of the Legislative Council. 
(10) A representative of the Chamber of Commerce to be 

elected by the Chamber oJ Commerce. 
(11) A representative of Banking to be nominated by 

G,wernment. 
(12) A representative of )fining and Factory Labour to 

be nominated by Government. 
(13) The Industriu.l Chemist (ex-officio). 
(14) The GoYernment Director, Mysore Iron Works (ex

officio). 
(15), (16) & (17) Three representatives of Provincial 

Industries (i) one for mining, (ii) one for textiles and (iii) one 
for tanning-the mining representative to he elected by the 
Kolar Gold Fields Mining Board and the other representatives 
to he nominated by Government. 

(18) .-\ representative of Industrial and Commercial Edu
c;, tion to he nominated by Government. 

( 1 ~1) & (20) to be nominated by Government to represent 
otJJ•'r i11terests. 

In addition to the Reveral sub-committees that may bb 
fonned

1

from time to time for working out the details of 
the several schemes, a Reparate sub-committee will be 
funned to continue the work carried on by the Board of 
Scientific Advice. This Sub-Committee will consist of 
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not more than seven members of the Industries and 
Commerce Board and such scientific experts from outside 
as may be co-opted by the Board. 

The Second Member of Council to be the Chairman of the 
.Board. 

The functions of the Central Boards are :-
(i) to investigate questions of economic interest, 
(ii) to collect COlTect and valuable information on every 

question considered by the Board and to prepare a note or 
monograph embodying the same in an assimilable form; 

. (iii) to compare conditions in 1\fysore with those in other 
countries or localities; 

(iv) to stimulate public discussion by issuing monographs 
to the public and the Press ; 

(v) to consult expert opinion, if necessary, both within and 
outside :Mysore ; 

(vi) to report their opinions and recommendations to the 
Conference once a year before the end of April; 

(vii) to initiate and carry on experiments in special 
cases; 

(t•-iii) to formulate practical improvement schemes; 
(ix) to spread information and enlightenment among the 

people by bulletins and other means ; 
(x) to advise the people in respect of measures needed for 

.their material prosperity; 
(xi) to undertake, in special cases, with the aid of experts 

.,or executive officers, the execution of schemes prepared by them 
and duly approved by Government; 

(.rii) to encourage the formation of Local Associ1.1:tions, 
Chambers of Commerce, Local Committees, etc., for the inves

. tigatic;m and development of individual or minor questions and 
for stimulating co-operative effort and private initiative, so 
that, as far as po!!sible, the services of every person in the 
State who has capacity or enthusiasm for work or for spread-

. ing information or who has capital for investment in productive 
enterprises, may be enlisted in the work of the people ; 

(xiii) ·to recommend to Govemment financial aid to 
·deserving bodies, committees or individuals where necessary; 
· ·. (xiv) to suggest to Government such other steps as may 
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be considered desirable to improve the economic condition of 
the country. 

The District Boards have been entrusted with all Distrir:t 
Boards. economic work in the Districts. The principal functions 

that District Boards may have to discharge are:- · 

(i) to co'nsider all the subjects allotted to the three Central 
Boards with special reference to the needs and the local condi
tions of the District ; 

(ii) to study local deficiencies and local wants and 
endeavour to supply them largely by the efforts of the people 
of the locality assisted by Government; 

(iii) to submit, not later than the 1st May, a rei>ort ol 
work done during the year; 

(iv) to collect and furnish from time to time such infor
mation and statistics as may be required by the Central Boards; 

(v) to disseminate information received from the Central 
Boards; 

(vi) to popularise schemes framed by the Boards or 
Departments of Government; 

(t'ii) to co-operate generally in the development of pro
grammes of the Boards and the Departments of Government ; 

(t~iii) to collect funds-
(a) from public and charitable institutions, Municipalities, Local 

Boards, Village Unions, fairs, jatras and other public gather
ings. 

(b) by levying voluntary ceases.' 
(c) by raising snbS<lriptions or donations to supplerul'nt Government 

grau ts for prosecuting the work of the Conference ; 

(ix) to apply the funds so obtained in the District itself 
for-

(a) demonstration work. 
(b) colll'cting and spreading information. 
(c) any other object that may be found necessary from time to 

time, the general asuction of Government being obtained in each 
case; 

(x) to start a reading room and library and a museum ~f 
econolnw products, industrial machinery, etc., at the Di~trict 
Head-quarters; · 

(xi) to collect and maintain accurate statistics for the 
District under the three branches of Conference work, t·iz., 
Education, Agriculture and Industries and Commerce; 
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(xii) to organize Agricultural and Industrial Conferences 
and Shows, both at head-quarters and at important fairs and 
jatras, festivals, etc., in the District; 

(xiii) to encourage the formation of Agricultural, Indus
trial and oth~r Associations, Societies, Committees, etc. for-

(a) the investigation and working up of special questions of econo
mic interest, and 

(b) aiding the people in starting industries, joint-stock and other 
business concerns ; 

(m) to develop local working schemes of economic ques
tions and submit the same for the sanction of Government 
through the District Boards and in urgent cases, through the 
head of the District ; 

(xv) to act as a medium between the Government and 
the people by studying the requirements of the District; 

(xvi) to investigate applications for financial aid in the 
shape of loans and subsidies or concessions and recommend 
them to the District Boards for submission to Government ; 

(xvii) to maintain a list of persons in the District who 
may be willing and able to do active work to help in the pro
gramme of the Conferences and its Boards ; 

(xviii) to maintain a. list of persons-

(a) who are prepared to follow improved methods of agriculture or 
develop industries and commerce, or 

(b) who are reaiy to invest capital and to indicate the nature of 
expert advice and help they may need from the District Boards 
or the Heads of Departments ; 

(xix) to do everything possible to bring together all people 
interested in any particular subject of economic interest and to 
keep them thinking and working on it. 

The Government of His Highness the Maharaja consi
dering it 9ecessary that useful . work done by public
spirited gentlemen in connection with the economic 
development of the country should _"receive. public 
recognition, have sanctioned the award of Khillats tRoyal 
gifts) and Certificates according to the nature and value 
·of the work done in each case. These are of four 
kinds:-
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. (i) Honours and Khillats bestowed in open Durbar in the 
Palace in the presence of His .Highness the M:ahar~~>ja during 
the annual Dasara celebrations. . 

(ii) Printed certificates signed by the Dewan. 
(iii) Printed certificates signed by a. Secretary to Govern

ment on behalf of Government. 
(iv) Printed certificates signed by the Deputy Commis-

sioner of the District. ' 

Since its establishment in 1911, ·the con~titution of the 
Conference has undergone some alterations. ·When it was 
first formed, the three Boards forming it were designated 
Committees; the IndusLries and Commerce Committee 
having at first a sub-committee of its own for offering 
advice in scientific matters. referred. to it. Subsequently 
this sub-committee was developed into a Board of Scien
tific Advice, with a 'Separate Chairman and Secretary. 
This arrangement was, however, dropped in 1924. 
Similarly there were in the Districts separate District 
Committees. for economic work located at the head
quarters of each District, and Taluk and Town Progress 
.Committees at head-quarters of each Talrik and Town. 
On the transference of all economic work in the Districts 
to District Boards, by a suitable amendment of the law, 
these Committees ceased to exist. Similarly there was a 
Standing Committee of the Conference for considering 
important questions as they arose between any two 
sessions of the Conference, especially questions failing 
within the scope of more than one Committee. It con
sisted of the President, the Vice-Presidents, the Chairmen 
of the three Central Committees and various official and 
non-official members,. This Committee was first. formed 
in June 1913 and was enlarged in August 1915. In the 
beginning it met once in three months, and later, once 
every month, the Secretary to the . Conference acting as 
its Secretary. In 1915, an English monthly journal 
called the Mysore Economic Jout-nal, was also started to 
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disseminate sound ideas systematically on economic 
subjects and to serve the purposes of a continuous record 
of work done by the various Committees. A Kannada. 
edition of it was simultaneously s~nctioned with the 
object of influencing a wider public in matters relating to 
econl')mic well-being. The Kannada part was soon con
verted into a weekly and transferred to a private agency 
in 1918 and the Englishjoumal to another in 1921. In 
1919 a new constitution was devised for the Conference. 
Its·general utility led to its being converted into a per
manent adjun"ct to the administration and its work linked 
up with the activities of the Districts, through. the 
District Boards as mentioned above. The new constitu
tion came in for fresh review and examination by the 
Constitutional Reforms Committee and in the Proclama
tion issued in 1923, the Conference was given a perma
nent place in the constitution of the State. The three 
Boards were placed on a. permanent footing and aiTange
ments were made for their working, in their reconstituted 
form, in close relationship with the Representative 
Assembly and the Legislative Council. (Vide Part IV. 
Chapter I). 

The new Boards were formed in May 1924. The main 
feature of their constitution is that they are formed for 
the most part of elected representatives of the va:rious 
interests with whose advancement they are concerned. 
The first joint meeting of the new Board was held on 
15th June 1924 and the first annnal Conference, in its 
reconstituted form,. took place, after a lull of a couple of 
years of enforced inactivity, owing to the prevailing 
financial stringency, on 18th June 1924. 

During the fifteen years the Conference has ex~'lt!3d, it 
may be remarked that it has actively helped to awaken a. 
desire for improvement in regard to economic well-being. 
Nearly 400 subjects, great a.nd small, have been discussed 
by it and on nearly 150 of these, Government have passed 
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orders. It has been authoritatively acknowledged that 
the Conference ·has rendered valuable service in the 
fields of Education,' Agri~ulture and Industries and 
Commerce. The sum total of its work has been 
declared (by Dewan Sir A. R. Banerji) "in the two 
words "awakening and enterprise." 
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CHAPTER II. 

AGRICULTURE. 

I. GENERAL. 

THE area. under cultivation in the State is roughly 6 
million acres which is about 35'2 per cent of the total 

· area of the State and 72 per cent of the area classed as fit 
for cultivation. The accompanying table shows the 
progress that has taken place ·during the past eighteen 
years in the extension. 

Area nuder Area nuder 
Years cQ}tivatiou Years cultivation 

(actually cropped) (actually cropped) 
Acres Acres 

1905-09 5,799,850 1920-21 6,261,325 
1910-14 6,188,113 1921-22 6,369,379 
1915-19 6,368,367 1922-23 6,461,009 
1919-20 6,198,407 

The cultivated lands themselves ·fall into three main 
classes, the dry, wet and garden. Dry lands are those 
on which cultivation depends solely upon the rainfall; 
the bulk of the area under cultivation in the State 
amounting to about 85 per cent of the total cultivated 
area is under dry cultivation. It forms there.fore the 
main source of food supply in the State. 

Ragi and J ola are the main food grains raised on these 
lands, the former being the staple fllod of the majority of 
the population. In addition to these, several minor food 
grains and a wide variety of both food and cmimiercial 
crops such as pulses, oil seeds, cotton, etc., are raised 
also as dry crops. Information regarding the extent and 
distribution of rainfall on which alone the success of dry 
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Ja.nd cultivation solely depends will be found in Part I; 
Chapter III (Meteorology) and ·under "Climate and Rain
fall " in this Chapter as well. 

On the wet lands are raised · crops which .require 
irrigation, that is, a steady and copious watering through
out the period of the growth. 

· The sources of irrigation are :-

(1) Tanks ·either splely rain-fed, or fed by cha.nnels taken 
from rivers; 

(2) Rivers from which water is taken for irrigation by the 
construction of dams o1· anicuts &cross them at convenient; 
places and leading them through channels for irrigation on 
lands lower down the course of the river; 

(3) Channels tapping underground flow, common in the 
river beds and the spring 9t: ... thalparge .. areas in the eastern 
districts of Tumkur and Kolar; and 

(4) Wells: in the Districts of Cliit~Lldrug, Tumkur, Kolar 
and Ba.ngalore, irrigation wells are common ; large wells with 
permanent stone rivetment and capable of irrigating from three 
to five acres are seen mostly in the taluks of poor rainfall in 
these districts, that is, in Molkalmuru, Challakere, Pavagada 
and Sira. Small wells excavated 'in the firm laterite soils and 
capable of irrigating up to an acre form a common feature of 
the taluks of Hoskote, Malur, Chikballapur and Sidlaghatta. 
Large wells can also be seen constructed below the different 
tanks more or less as a supplementary source· depending 
mostly on the percolation water of the tanks. The wet or 
irrigated areas form the most valuable lands, the value depend
ing practically upon the degree to which irrigation water is 
assured. Those under the river channels command naturally 
the highest price, as a failure of crops due to lack of water is 
almost unknown. The lands under the rain-fed tanks vary: 
greatly in value according to the capacity of the tanks and thJ 
nature o.f the rainfall in the catchment. Though the bulk of 
the irrigated area in the State is under tank irrigation and the 
aggregate amount of money spent upon them must run to a. 
huge figure, their value is not as great as it might be. The 
tanks in the western parts of t~e State. or the Mahiad are 'Very 

Wet 
cultivation. 
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small, being situated a.t the head of steep and narrow valleys 
·~nd therefore requiring to be tilled more than once before the 
crops of the season may be grown to maturity. The small 
tanks of which there is a very large number suffer from the 
same cause in addition to neglect in many cases as the annual 
upkeep is part of the functions of the village communities 
which in recent times have lost that cohesion and sense of 
joint responsibility characteristic of them in times gone by. 
The large tankS command extensive stretches of irrigable land 
and they form a striking feature of the landscape everywhere, 
especially in the Kolar District. They are magnificent works 
and form the main source of the wealth and prosperity of the 
tracts where they exist. Being however only rain-fed, the 
vicissitudes of the season affect these tanks also. In spite of 
the drawbacks inseparable from these sources of ini.gation, 
very valuable crops are raised under them, both as annual 
crops and as perennial plantations or gardens. The crops 
usually raised as wet crops in these areas are mainly paddy 
and sugar-cane; perennial Jllantation crops are- also raised, 
reference to which is made undet· " Bagayat " or g~rden crops. 

Under well irrigation are raised a wide variety of crops 
including food crops like ragi, paddy, jola ; a1id economic 
crops like sugar-cane, turmeric, chillies, onions, tobacco, 
garlic,· potatoes, mulberry and so on. In the eastern 
taluks where the rainfall is too precarious for raising 
crops of any kind, the food crops noted above invariauly 
form pa1·t of the rotation, so as to afford food for the 
raiyat and fodder for his cattle. The cmmut:'t(·ial crops 
raised furnish the ready money required for the raiya.t for 
his expense and may be considered t.o yield a g.,,.Ju·•lnf'y 
retmn for the raiyat's expenditurn (,f, :1 :•;::.1 iii .I bl••.•ttr. 

These and the plantation crops such as areca-nut and 
cocoanut are classed as crops raised under " garden " or 
"hagayat" cultivation. 'Phe principal 'bagayat: crops, 
viz., areca-nut and cocoanut are of course perennial and 
they mostly occupy that portion. of the wet Iu.nds below 
tanks immediately adjoining the tank bunds. These 
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areas are in many cases further protected by substantial 
irrigation wells. In the 1\Ialnad, where these gardens 
are numerous and important, they occupy the long wind
ing narrow valleys ; during the monsoons, there is an 
over-abundance of water and in other seasons, they depend 
upon the natural moisture supplemented by the. small 
tanks or kattes situated at the head of the valley. In the 
taluks of 1\Iaddagiri and Koratagere with their abundance 
of sub~soil water, the gardens depend upon wells and the 
river channels tapping underground supplies, referred to 
above. The greatest care is bestowed npon these gardens 
and heavy expenditure is incurred in keeping the_m in 
first class condition. 

One also comes a<!ross a system called Kushki Bagayat, 
i.e., literally "dry garden." This term is applied to the 
raising of cocoanut plantations on dry lands, on which 
during the rains heavy flooding is possible; they depend 
on neither tanks nor \vells. These plantations are found 
extensiYely in the eastern part of the Hassan and Kadur 
districts and in the taluks of Tiptur and Chiknayakan-

. halli of the Tumkur District. They occupy the broad 
and !ihallow valleys which drain this part of the country. 
By repeated ploughings, the soils are kept in excellent 
condition, for absorbing and retaining the rain water; 
while the trees themselves are planted very wide apart to 
further economise the drain upon the soil moisture. It 
is also conunon, especially where the breadth of the 
Yalleys is not very great, to see low earthen embankments 
put across them and provided with an overflow weir, in 
order to impound the rain water for some considerablJl 
time in the plantations . 

• 

Ku~bki 
bagayat. 

Among plantation crops coming in a class by themselves Plantation 

are:- crovs. 

(1) Coffee; (2) l\Iango; and (3) Casuarina. 
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A full list of the crops of the State under the headings 
wet, dry and grnden and fruits and vegetables is given in 
Part I, Chapter IV (Botany); but as may be seen from 
the accounts of the cultivation methods, this distinction 
is not strictly followed, as many of the crops classed as 
" dry " are quite often grown under irrigation and should 
be classed " wet." 

The prevailing type ·of soils in the State is a. red loam 
fairly deep and uniform in character: The depth of the 
soil in ·most parts of the State is very remarkable, as a. 
uniform and fairly homogeneous structure can be noticed 
tq a depth of ten and even up to twenty feet. The 
natUI·e of this loam is altered to different degrees firstly 
by the variation in the quantity of ferruginous earth 
present, on account of which these soils vary in colour 
from light red to deep brown and chocolate; secondly, 
by the admixture of gravels· of different grades of coarse
ness and composition, and thirdly, by a large admixtUI·e 
of clay either red and highly ferruginous, or light coloured 
and yellowish. In the eastern districts of Bangalore and 
Kolar, some of the best types of the deep loam can be 
seen; both the rolling plains of the cultivated country 
side as well as the ridges and hollows are composed of 
this type. Valley sides and bottoms throughout the 
State may also be said to be composed of this type of 
soil. · The same soil interspersed largely with {erruginous 
and laterite gravel abounds in the taluks of Hoskote, 
Sidlaghatta, Malur and Devanhalli where beds of laterite 
and ochre are met with. On the ridges, both high and 
moderately high, in nearly all the districts, the · soils are 
highly gravelly; in the Mysore District especially, both in 
the Cauvery valley and elsewhere, the ridges are, exceed
ingly ·so. In the M:alnad, the cultivated valleys are 
predominantly clayey ; the laterite hills are subject to 
excessive wash and in many places unweathered clay is 
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readily exposed. The coffee soils in the State which are 
situated on hill slopes and valle)·s are also mostly of the 
highly ferruginous type ; they are also inclined to be 
clayey; they are further enriched by heavy mulches of 
organic matter resulting from the shedding of the leaves 
of the shade trees. 

The next important type of soil, but by· no means B~ek MttoQ 
comparable in extent with the first and predominant soils. 

type, is the black cotton soil of which ex,tensive areas are 
met with in the Districts of Chitaldrug, Mysore, Kadur 
and Shimoga. Except in the Mysore District, these are 
only of a moderate depth of about three or four feet. 

: River alluvia of good quality are not very abundant; it River alluvia., 

is only iJ?, the Kolar District and in Eastern Chitaldrug 
and Tumkur that it is of some importance, i.e., along th~ 
banks of the North Pennar and its tributaries and like ... 
wise along the Tungabhadra and its tributaries. In the 
important Cauvery valley where one· would expect good 
stretches of such soil, it is very inconsiderable, the soils 
on both sides being highly gravelly. Rich clay soils 
form a feature of all the wet lands under the numerous 
tanks. Careful cultivation, manuring and frequent addi .. 
tion of good soil continued through generations have 
greatly improved what were naturally fertile soils in these 
situations. This type of familiar rich s~i\ exists. here 
and there throughout the State1 but extensive areas are 
to be found only in the districts of Shimoga, Chitaldrug, 
Kadur and Mysore. 

Alkali lands of all degrees of alkalinity both in dry 
situationi and in low lying flats forming boggy marshes 
are also to be found. The Mandya and Chamarajnagar 
taluks of the Mysore District, the Hiriyur taluk of the 
Chitaldrug District are notable. areas: alkali land in both 

M. Gr. VOL. Ill. 2 
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the areas are cultivated by reclaiming them by the usual 
methods of improvement known to raiyats; considerable 
limestone and salts of soda such as the carbonate and 
chlorid~ and even nitre are obtained from these soils ; 
some of them, however, possess a natural vegetation, 
which consists of coarse grasses and of groves of date 
and babool. Even the wet lands under many tanks are 
mildly alkaline, but with close attention to drainage, they 
are kept in good condition. 

·The chemical composition of some of the types of the 
soils is given in the table annexed. 

Red Black Dark Coffee 
Constituent loau• cotton rich e«tate 

• soil clay soil 

---
Nitrogen... ... • .. ·04 •039 0•4 ·18 
Moisture and loss on ignition ... .a·oo .. }6•00 20•00 15·00 
Insoluble residue ... . .. 9000 ~4·00 64·00 53·00 
Iron and Alumina F1!20a, .Al,Oa 6•50 16·00 ~2'00' !.!9'00 
Phosphoric acid;·P~Os ... ·oo 

I 
'07 ·09 •10 

LimeCaO ... ... 'lSI s·so }·80 ·so 
:Magnesia Mg 0 ... ... , ":15 

1'90 1'40 .I l'otasb KmO ... ... 'GO '50 •17 

It will be noticed that all the soils must be generally 
classed as poor and that even the J~oils of the coffee 
estates are not any different in this respect. Poor in 
nitrogen and. phosphoric acid, moderately well supplied 
in potash, the predominant type is rich in iron and 
deficient in lime ; the black cotton soils differ only as 
regards· their lime content which is generally sufficient 
and sometimes abundant. 

As regards the crops grown on the different classes· of 
soils, although with a fair season they are all c~tpable of 
being put under any crop desired, still under ordinary 
conditions, considerable differentiation is well established 
and followed in practice. .The red soils are the typical 
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ragi soils of the State, on \vhich ragi is the principal 
cereal crop, and .~ave, navane, haraka and jol1~ the 
~;ubordinate cereal crops; avare and toguri are the princi
pal pulses ; niger and gingelly on the best soils and 
ca!Stor on the gravelly types, and ground-nut. on the 
lighter types are the chief oil seeds. On the deep and 
well worked and mellow types, chillies, tobacco and 
Dharwar-American cotton are the economic crops. 
These are all brrown as dry crops. · On the black cotton 
soils, jola takes the pla~e of ragi as the chief cereal crop, 
while sajje, nat~ane and ·wheat are subordinate cereals; 
togari, Bengal gram, green gram, ~lack gram and cowpea 
are the common pulses; safflower and linseed and ground
nut are grown as oil seeds; while cotton, mulberry, 
tobacco, chillies, onions and coriander form the chief 
economic crops. In addition to the distinctive crops on 
theRe two types of soils, there are also other interesting 
and peculiar differences that could be noticed as in the 
different implements used and the methods· of husbandry 
adopted. Reference will, however, be made to these 
under implements and crops. 

The size of the average holding in l\Iysore is roughly Size of 

about G acres. The appended table, however, gives a holdings. 

classified list of the number of holdings of different 
sizes:-

Number and extent of holJings in the State, 1923-24 

Number E::tent 

Acres 
Below 1 acre 109,755 101,365 
Between 1 anJ 5 acres 473,941 1,241,014 

fJ 10 261,326 1,829,524 
10 

" 50 
" 160,312 2,974,176 

50 "100 " 19,350 1,042,174 

" 100 "500 , 2,804 516,242 
A bm-e 500 acres 108 99,117 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 2*. 
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As elsewhere in India, the fields constituting individual 
holdings are situated in strips and seldom in a single 
block. In villages where there are irrigation tanks and 
therefore "wet" lands to cultivate, it is inevitable that 
a man's wet land holding lies in a different place from hili 
dry land fields; but even in holdings consisting solely of 
wet lands or solely of dry lands, the fields of a holding do 
not lie in a single compact block. Again the cultivated 
fields are situated at a considerable distance from the far
mer's house, sometimes as much as a mile. which renders 
it necessary for the farmer, his cattle and men to walk this 
distance to and fro every day during the crop season, 
carrying and carting implements, manure and produce. 

In the western part of the State, i.e., the Malniid, the 
farmer's home practically adjoins or lies within his garden 
and lands, where the farmer has his farmstead and his per
manent servants have their cottages; villages here are made 
up of a number of such homesteads which, though isolated 
in this manner, are still Within earshot of each other. 

In the Maidan districts also, there has been, during 
recent years, a tendency for the farmer to live on his land. 
Due in the first instance to the desire to quit the village 
and live far from infection when plague first broke out, 
the advantage which incidentally resulted to the fields 
themselves by this step has induced the raiyats to make 
these temporary sheds into permanent structures. Es
pecially has this been the case v;here raiyats have had some 
lands under well irrigation. Much as. there is to be said 
in favour of this system of the farmer dwelling on the land 
he farms, it is not allowed by the State and the revenue 
law penalises such change of abode somewhat heavily. 

The fields are not as a general rule fenced ; their small 
areas and scattered nature, of course, preclude such 
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f~cing, e"·en were the raiyats inclined to do so. The 
cart-tracts leading into the village through the fields are 
generally fenced off on both sides permanently and consti
tute" leafy lanes; "during the cultivation season, the road 
margins of dry crops and sugar-cane fields are similarly 
fenced to keep off cattle. Moreover, in the district of 
1\fysore, especially in the taluks of T.-Narsipur, Chamraj~ 
nagar, Guridlupet and Nanjangud, fields are generally 
fenced permanently with quick hedges of Euphorbia · 
tirucalli, prickly pear, aloe and other· hedge plants. 

In the Chltaldrug District, especially in the eastern Fi¢ld fences 

taluks, where there is much well cultivation, the fields ~~~f~den 
are fenced by substantial quick hedges. Likewise also 
are the ba.gayrtt lands throughout the State. Unenclosed 
fields are, however, the general rule and. once the 
year's crop is off the ground, the village cattle are free to 
roam about where they will, both on the qry and wet land. 

The size of the dry land fields, though small as a rule, Size of dry 
. . k bl l Tl . . . ll land fields in 
IS m many cases remar ·a y arge. us 1s espeCJa y red soil and 

the case with the black cotton soil fields of the Chitaldrug black cotton 

D. . h fi ld f 1 d . 1 h soil traets. 1stnct w ere e s, a ur ong an more m engt , are 
-very common. Fields measuring up to ten to fifteen 
acres may be seen. On the red soil types such large 
fields are not common; but fields three or four acres in 
extent can be met with. In both cases, where there may 
be steep slopes or the cliance of flooding, laborious ter-
racing and arrangements for letting out surplus water 
may Le seen. It is also usual, especially in the Myso~e 
and Bangalore Districts, to have the fields divided from 
each oth.er by uncultivated margins which may appear 
unnecessarily wide, for they may be fifteen to thirty feet 
wide ; these provide a certain amount of grazing in the 
<:rop season, and also afford ample roadway to manure 
and prouuce carts. 
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The wet land fields are very small indeed. In the 
Cauvery valley, in the channel tracts, the paddy flats are 
laid into very small fields of about 1-10 to 1-20 of an acre 
each and extensively terraced. The channels run along the 
breast of a series of ridges,. and the irrigable area lies below 
the channel extending right down to the bottom of the 
valley. This has rendered extensive terracing necessary 
and the plots are made small to obviate ~he need for any 
expensive levelling of the ground. Under tanks, the fields 
are not so small but even there the peculiar conditions 
of paddy cultivation necessitate small flat fields. 

In the Chapter on Meteorology above referred to 
appears a full account of the rainfall and its distribution 
throughout the year in the different parts of the State. 
It "Inay be pointed out here that the western parts of the 
State comprised by the Districts of Kadur, Hassan and 
Shimoga, roughly westward of a line drawn from Shikar
pur to Arkalgud and passing through Kumsi, Yedahalli 
and Chikmagalur is the region of the heaviest rainfall 
exceeding 60 inches per year. The south-west monsoon 
commences much earlier and throughout its course, the 
rains are incessant and torrential. In the western· parts 
of the Mysore District also, the rains of the year com
mence early, and on the whole this region is favoured 
more by the south:west than by the north-east monsoon. 
The central and eastern portions of the State enjoy the 
benefit of both monsoons; a belt passing through the 
extreme north-eastern taluks of Harihar, Jagalur, Challa
kere, Hiriyur, Sira, Pavagada and Bagepalli constitutes :L 
region of poor rainfall, averaging about 20" and under. 
Throughout the Maidan districts of the easterv. half of 
the State, the north-east monsoon rains are the heavy 
tank filling rains, and the wet cultivation in the months 
of . December up to l\Iarch and April following depends 
entirely upon these rains. 
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The cultivation season is really comprised within the Cultivation 
seasons : Kar, 

period of the two monsoons for the b~lk of the crops in Hain, Hingar. 

the State. The weather, however, is at no time of the' 
year so cold as to preclude growth altogether and, 
provided there is a supply of water for . irrigation, crops 
can be raised all the year round. As a matter of fact, 
under well cultivation and under the larger tanks, land 
will be found to be under some crop or other throughout 
the year. In general practice, however, the following 
well marked seasons are observed :- · 

The kar or early mtmgar season which is the earliest, 
beginning in the month of April and May. 

(2) The hain season or mungar beginning in July; 
(3) The hingar commencing in September and October. 

These terms relate to · the dry crops. The kar crops 
are raised systematically in the western districts ; these 
are followed in- the same year with hingar crops or by a 
fallow during which the fields are ploughed. . The hain 
crops are the rule in the rest of the State, and form the 
only crop of the season as they are harvested too late for 
growing a kingar crop. The Mngar crops may either 
follow a mungar or kar crop, or be the only crop of 
the year. . 

In the case of paddy lands, the seasons are called Kiirthik and 

Karthik and Vaishakh, the former being the monsoon !:~:an~. 
crop, i.e., being sown from July onwards and harvested 
by December ; and the latter sown from Decemben 
onwards and harvested in April and May. 

The agricultural year which begins roughly in April is N~k•hatra 
d. 'd d · t 27 · f 11 · f h raanfa.ll. JVJ e m o ram a penods called a ter t e lunar . 
asterisms, each roughly of a fortnight's duration; each 
such asterism is further divided into four quarters each 
called a Pada. The names of these asterisms and the 
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English months corresponding to them roughly are given 
below:-

Nak8katra or Lu11ar· 
astemm 

Asvini 
Bbarani 
Krittike 
Robini 
Mrigasira. 
Aridra. •.• 
Punarvasu 
Pushy a. 
Ashlesha. 
Makha. 
Piirva.palguna 
U ttarapalguna 
Basta. .•• 
Chitra •.• 
Swati ..• 
Visii.kha. 
Aniirii.dha 
Jesbta .. . 
Mula .. . 
Piirvii.sbii.da 
U ttarashii.da. 
Shrii.vana 
Dha.nishta 
Sata.bhisha 
Piirva.bhadra.. • 
U ttara.bhadra. 
Revati ... 

April14-27. 
April 28--May 10. 
May 11-Ma.y 24. 
May 25-June 7. 
June 8--June 21. 
June 22-July 5. 
July 6-July 20. 
July 21-August 2. 
August 3-August 15. 
August'16-August 30. 
August 31-September 11 
September 12-Septemoor 28. 
September 29-0ctober 11. 
Octobet 12-0ctober 24. 
October 25--November 5. 
November &:-November 19. 
November 20-December 2. 
Deeember 3--:December 16. 
December 17-December 29. 
December 30-J a.nuary 10. 
January 11-Janua.ry 23. 
January 24-February 5. 
February &:-February 18. 
February 19-March 3. 
March 4-Ma.rch 17. 
March 18--March 31. 

· April1-April 13. 

The various agricultural operations in their sequence 
are fixed in relation to these asterisms· and· their padas. 
and the weather conditions during these periods also 
enable the raiyat roughly to forecast the condition of the 
weather and the effect on the crops in the succeeding 
periods. The various important feasts which really mark 
astronomical events of the year are also associated 
with distinctive agricultural operations. The experience 
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of centuries finds crystallized expression in various agri
cultural p:roverbs and ~ayings in regard to each of these 
asterism ferLsts, which afford considerable guidance to 
the farmer. The following proverbs selected out of a. 
large number will serve as a sample :-

1. Uttara pfi.rva sasyani 
Apara sasyani Revathi 
Sarvam nasyanthi Asvini 
Bharani sarva sasyani. 

The rains at Uttari, Riivathi and Bharani p~omise plenty._ 
Rains at Asvini forebode scarcity. · 

2. ~fikka ellv Mishkirili chellu. 

Finish your gingelly sowing by the rains of 1frugashira.. 

3. Aridra malege, agiruva ukkege bithibidu. 

By the rains of Aridra finish your sowings, let no 
ploughed land remain unsown. 

4. Odiolaginadu hinde, hicli olaginadu munde. 

The seed from the basket comes up slower than the seed 
from the handful. (To show the necessity for sowing promptly 
with the season.) 

5. Bede bandaga belili chellu. 
If the season is right, sow even the hedge rows. 

6. (1) Harastharasthondu gada 
(2) Thadaranandanadondu gada 
(3) Nanda kandan.arlondu gada 
(4) Gouri Nandanadondu gada. 

Arida, :\Iakha, Pubba and U ttari are the rains suitable 
for all sowings. · 1 

7. Hasthe male beelarldidare hethathai hittikk~lilla. 
If rains of Hastha fa.il, even the mother will refuse to feed 

her child. 

1:!. U thara pothe, ethant. gampa. 

If Uttara fails, bring back your basket. (No grain to 
harvest). 
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9. Bale bagaclu haku 
Thengu theli haku. 

[CHAP. 

Plant your plantains deep and your cocoanuts shallow. . . 
10. :M:aralu bhumige 

Kshuthitha mruthige 
Ere nambido, Dhore nambido. 

The sandy soil is a hungry soil, the black cotton soil gives 
like a. king. 

The implements and other agricultural appliances in 
use in the State are numerous and are of great interest, 
contrary to the belief that is' often expressed by superfi· 
cial observers that the plough is about the only implement 
of the Indian farmer. On the other hand, there is hardly 
a single agricultural operation of any importance which 
has not its appropriate implement. Next to their number 
and variety are their charasteristics which constitute at 
once their merits and defects. Their chief characteristic 
is their simplicity; for the best of them are mere arrange
ments of rough hewn wood, bamboo and strings. They 
are cheap to make out of materials all available locally in 
the village and market towns close by, capable of being 
readily and cheaply repaired by the raiyat himself or by 
the village carpenter and blacksmith. Many of them are 
nevertheless very efficient and show much ingenuity. 
They are all small scale implements, that is to say, are 
suited for individual ownership and to holdings of a few 
acres, being adapted for use either by manual power, and 
in the case of bullock implements, just suited for a pair of 
bullocks. such as may be kept ,by the smallest raiyat. 
They are primitive in the sense that nothing beyond the 
simplest mechanical principle is involved in their con· 
struction and that they are adapted to a condition of 
society whose wants· were few and easily satisfied, when 
therefore the land could support a much smaller popula
tion than it can in these times when conditions have 



II] AGRICULTURE 27 

greatly changed. 1\Iany of them, therefore, could be 
advantageously improved or replaced by better, types. 
This is a branch of work which is being keenly pushed 
forward by the State Department of Agriculture. 

A description of most of the local implements. and. 
appliances is given below. Several special operations 
and the tools needed jn connection therewith which are 
of equal interest are left out here but will be found und.;!r 
the particular crops to which they relate. 

The plough is of course the most important implement 
of tillage; there is, however, quite a variety of ploughs, 
which are in use in the different parts of the State suited 
to different conditions. They are all nevertheless made 
of one uniform type, "that is to say, the working part 
which breaks ~he soil is a log of hard wood shaped so as 
to have a V-shaped cross section and tapering from the 
heel to the point which is reinforced with a flat iron 
point ; they are all single handled so that the ploughman 
holds and presses the plough at this handle with his left 
hand, while the right hand is free to drive his bullocks; 
the beam is so fixed in the plough bottoms that ,the angle 
it makes with the latter can be widened or narrowed by 
driving a small wooden wedge or chip below or above the 
joint; by this means, the plough is adjusted to the size 
of the bullocks and depth of working. ·while this is the 
general type, the variations arise firstly, from differences 
in the size of the plough and secondly, the difference in 
the shape of the plough bottom and consequent differences 
in the attadunent of the beam and handle to the ploug\1. 
In sizes, three kinds may be distinguished :-

Implements 
of tillage. 

The general purpose plough used for all the dry l'he general 

land soils other than the black cotton soil. ' This is ::::J::.' 
the commonest type and it~ intermediate in size 
between-
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The paddy. soil plough, which is a very light plough 
used to plough pa-ddy land in puddle (very good examples 
can be seen round Maddur) ; and 

The black cotton soil plough used in the bla.ck cotton 
soil tracts which is the heaviest of the ordinary ploughs, 
and is worked with a pair of good heavy bullocks and 
sometimes, when it is specially weighted, with two such 
pairs. · 

Special In addition, there are other special types like· the 
~!to=~Y Malniid_ paddy land plough, good specimens of which can 

be seen in the Shimoga Malniid taluks, which is shaped 
with a ~ross section like an inverted Y and further 
scooped hollmv, so that it resembles a miniature ridging 
plough. It is even lighter than the wet land plough 
abovenamed. 

The heavy 
blaok cotton 
soil plough. 

Shape of 
plough 
bottomtr; 

The heavy black cotton soil plough used for very deep 
ploughing in the hot weather so as to destroy " hariali '' 
grass (Cynodon ducfylon) and requiring the use of four or 
five pairs of bullocks. Such ploughing is done only once 
in three or four years on the same piece of land. This 
has been almost abandoned in favour of large iron ploughs, 
of different types and by different makers. l\Iessrs. 
Massey and Co. of Madras make a single mouldboard 
type for this purpose and Messrs. 'Kirloskar Brothers of 
Satara make a heavy turnwrest type for the same purpose 
and both are in use in the black cotton soil areas of the 
Chitaldrug District and parts of the Shimoga and Kadur 
Districts. 

The plough bottoms again differ accordi:t;~g as they are 
bent up at the heel ~nd or not. The ploughs of the 
Chitaldrug District have the most conspicuous bend or 
elbow and this plough can work deeper than others. 
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The ploughs in the southern taluks of 1\Iysore have no 
such bend at all and lie practically their whole length 
fiat in the ground when they work. The intermediate 
types are common tlu·oughout the State. 

Reference has been made to the possibilities of improve~ 
ment in the type of ploughs used ; the chief improvement 
lies in the introduction of the mouldboard plough which 
ploughs a rectangular furrow· unlike the local ploughs 
which plough a V-shaped furrow. This latter fact renders 
it very uneconomical, for one has to do several plough
ings wit.h it before the land can all be stirred up once, an 
operation which a mouldboard plough can do in one 
ploughing, resembling in its action the ordinary spade 
which is a familiar eno_ugh tool to the raiyat. It will be 
interesting to speculate how the Mysore raiyat, shrewd 
and ingenious in many respects, has failed to exhibit 
these qualities in the construction of the plough, his. 
most important implement. Be that as it may, it has 
opened out a great scope of usefulness to the State 
Department of Agriculture which has very successfully 
popularised more than one type of the mouldboard plough. 
Of these, several thousands are in use in the State and 
there is a keen and increasing demand for such ploughs. 
The number in use in 1919-20 was returned as 6,400. 
The favourite type among these ploughs is one which 
goes by the name of the " Kolar Mission " plough. It is 
really the American one-horse plough made in the United 
States of America; only the plough bottom is imported and 
the light fiat iron standard, wooden beam and flat iron 
handles are made and fitted together by the Americ~n 
Mission Institute at Kolar from whom the State Depart· 
ment purchases these ploughs. Though the Department 
has from the very outset set its seal of approval and 
been chiefly instrumental in the popularisation of this 
plough, much credit is due ·to the Rev. ,V. H. Hollister, 

Impro...ed 
plougbfi, 



The .Bar · 
Share plough. 

Cultivators' 
harrows: and 
rollers, the 
kunte, 

30 MYSORE GAZETTEER (cHAP. 

American Missionary and Superintendent of the Kolar 
Mission Institute, who started making these ploughs 
and continues to closely co-operate with the Department 
in this matter. Three other types of the mouldboard 
ploughs also deserve mention. 'fwo of these are one
handled and resemble the country plough in this respect. 
Of these, one, called·" Eureka" is a product of the 
Kolar Mission ; another called " 1\Ieston " is made by 
l\Iessrs. Burn and Co., of Calcutta. The third is a com
paratively heavy plough, being an American general 
purpose plough, called " Verity " and manufactured by 
the Massey Harris Co., of Toronto, Canada. The Kolar 
:Mission plough has been copied by a number of local 
blacksmiths in the Bangalore District, who also sell a. 
fair number of these annually. These blacksmiths also 
make and mend shares for this plough. 

Popular as these ploughs are, they are not without 
drawbacks serious even in the country of their origin, 
but decidedly so in a poor country like l\Iysore. Keenly 
alive to this matter, the Department has been striving to 
make improvements and what· is kno\\'11 as the "Bar 
Share " type of plough made locally is the result. The 
chief object of the improvement is to fit the plough with 
a type of share that ·will do away with the necessity for 
its frequent renewal and the expense which such renewal 

. means. The bar· share fitted to a plough of the material 
and workmanship of the popular Kolar Mission plough is 
what is being aimed at. · 

The Kunte is a cultivating tool with four flat blades of 
iron tines or teeth passing through a horizontal log of 
wood which forms the frame. A couple of light wooden 
beams and a handle, both fitted to the frame complete the 
implement. It is used immediately after ploughing and is 
to be seen principally in the Bangalore and Kolar Districts. 
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The Dodkunte is a cultivating tool of a different type 
altogether. The type is, however, a great favourite with 
the Mysore raiyat and is very properly so as it is. very 
efficient. This may be described as a bladed harrow ; a 
heavy iron blade about two feet long and three inches 
broad is the working part ; a heavy log of wood to which 
are attached the handle and the pole for the yoke forms 
the frame. It is about three feet in length and is 
provided 'vith a cou1Je of pegs or standards each about 
nine inches long and fixed one at each end of the frame 
both pointing forwards and downwards ; to their· free 
ends is attached the blade, so that the whole arrangement 
resembles a rectangular frame, of which the four sides 
are the blade, the two standards and the heavy log.; 
as it moves along the g1:ound, its long blade cuts through 
the clods, or through the surface soil according as it is 
used on ploughed or unploughed land, the half-broken 
clods pass over the blade and below the long beam 
which rides over and effectively breaks them up. The 
ploughman sometimes stands upon the log or weights 
it with stones to still further increase its effect. The 
implement is used only on the black cotton soils, and so 
is practically unknown outside these tracts. 

Tbe 
Dodkunte. 

The Bolukunte is a much lighter type of the same The 

implement having a longer and narrower blade and a Bolukunte. 

lighter frame. This also is used only in the black cotton 
soil tracts; it is used at a much later stage when the 
field has been brought into fair tilth, so as to break small 
clods, smoothen inequalities of the surface. and also brea~ 
the surface cruf;t. · 

The lutluves or harrows are of both heavy and light 
types. They all consist of a body with is a thick piece 
of wood about five feet long and six inches square and of 
a number of teeth fixed to it in one line. The teeth are of 

Haluves or 
barrows. 
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iron in the harrows used on the wet lands under wells in 
the Eastern districts ; or they are made of stout wooden 
pegs as used in all the 1listricts in paddy fields ; or they 

"are of light bamboo, which are used in smoothening the 
seedbed of ragi in all dry lands . and to break a surface 
crust. 

A curious harrow for manual power is the small bam
boo harrow called aanti which is used in paddy fields in 
the Kolar. District ; this type of harrow has a long handle 
fitted with a flat cross bar at the end against wh1ch the 
workman presses his breast and pushes the harrow for
ward something in the manner of the old fashioned breast 
plough used in England. 

A brash harrow called Yelave or Yetta is made of thick 
brushwood tied together and weighted. It is dragged over 
ragi fields soon after sowing in order to cover the seed. 
It is used in all the Eastern districts. 

Clod crushers or levelling boards called ma•ra are also 
used; they are either a heavy wooden plank or a rough 
log when used on dry land fields. ln the wet land fields 
of the },[ alnad, they are made of wood in the shape of a. 
long trough, trapezoidal or semi-cylindrical in the section, 
and dragged over the soft mud of the paddy field with 
the open face downwards; another plank leveller used in 
these parts is the nolimara which is also a naJ.Tow plank 
of wood drawn not flat but end on. All these are made 
about 4 to 5 feet in length, and are provided with holes 
for passing the ropes through for dragging. They are 
always worked with bullocks. 

The moodala. · The moodala is a three tined hoe used in the Shimoga 
and the other western districts, the tines being pointed 
wooden pegs reinforced with an iron point. It is used 
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to make fu·rrows for sowing ragi in· the special tnethod of 
sowing ragi mixed with manure prevalent in those parts. 

The seed drills in use are also admirably simple imple
ments ; the)' are all of one general type. They consist 
of a hopper, seed tubes and furrow opening tiries. The 
hopper is made of a hard black wood, in the shape of 
a. double cup joined base to base like a peg measure, 
the construction in the middle being not so great. 
Holes are drilled in the hopper from the funnel-like 
bottom of the upper half towards the periphery of the 
lower half so that the holes are situated in a circle· 
close to the rim of the bottom of the hopper. The seed 
holes are three, six or twelve in number. The seed tubes 
are of bamboo· and connect up with the holes in the 
hopper above and with holes on a long wooden beam 
below, which carries the furrow opening tines. The 
whole arrangement is rigidly fastened by means of ropes; 
the tines are sometimes hollow in which case they open 
the furrows and pass the seeds through. There is a 
tendency to irregular sowing with this type as the tines 
frequently choke with earth. In another type, the tines 
are solid and merely make the furrow in which the seeds 
drop either through holes in the beams to which the 
seed tubes are attached or through a hole cut in the 
furrow opening tine itself high enough to clear the soil. 
The drills in Bangalore and Kolar are twelve-tined, the 
tines being 4" apart. In Maddur and Channapatna, they 
are six-tined ahout 6" apart. In parts of Tumkur and 
Chitaldrug, they are four arid three tined. 

Another sowing arrangement is a sadde which is a 
kind of one tined drill; it has a hopper fixed to a long 
seed tube; the sad de is usually tied behind a plough, or 
behind the cotton sowing Kuriges for the sowing of large 
seeds like avare, fogare, paddy, cotton and so on. The 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 3 
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various mixed or akkadi crops are always sown through 
the sadde which for this purpose is tied behind the 
kurige. 

Interculturing implements called ]( untes and yede 
kuntes are also made in many patterns. The chippu 
kuntes are hoes with two to four flat bladed cultivating 
teeth; the yede kuntes have two tines, which are shaped 
like an L with their feet pointing towards each other so 
that they really look like a miniature bladed harrow. 
Bladed harrows of the Dodkztnte type but much smaller 
are made in different sizes to suit the width. of the crop 
rows ; the one used for cotton and called hafti or cotton 
kunte is about 18"' in breadth, similar ones are made for 
ha.raka, chillies and other dry crops principally in the 
Chitaldrug District. They are very efficient in their work 
both in breaking the surface crust and in thoroughly 
destroying the weeds in their track. Some of the yede 
kuntes are used in sets of two and even three, all of them 
hitched to onJy one yoke with one man to work each of 
the kuntes; ordinarily, however, they are used singly. 

In . certain taluks of M:ysore such as Chamrajnagar. 
Gunlupet and Nanjangud, can be seen hoes called Mone
kuntes ; in these, the two tines converge and end in a 
common blade of iron ; they are used in pairs being held 
close together by the workman who is able to drive the 
bullocks as well. , 

All the hoes except the hatti, lutTaka and other kuntes 
of that special kind are about 10· to 12"' in length and 
very light. 

Hand hoes and weeding hooks are of many patterns ; 
the· ujari and vorvaTi are little blades with suitable 
handles which are worked with the blades pointing for
wards, i.e., away from the workman; the Kai guddali. 
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used mostly in garden cultivation, and the kule h.olu, used 
in the Mysore District, are little hatchet-shaped imple
ments the former with a long narrow blade and the latter 
with a short axe-like blade; they are adapted for working 
like a digging tool, i.e., with their blade pointing to~ards 
the workman. 

· Th~ harvesting tool is only the sickle ; threshing is HArvesting, 

d b h , . h · d h d f b t' 'th threshing and one y t e t1me onoure met o s o ea mg Wl cleaning 

sticks in the manner of flails an~ of trampling. out the appliances. 

grain under the feet of oxen. Within the last ten years 
howevert in the districts of Chitaldrilg, Kolar and Banga,.. 
lore notably, a stone roller is used for this purpose. 
This is about 2'-6• long and about 1'-9" in diameter and 
fitted with an axle and a. frame work to attach a seat for 
the driver and a yoke pole for the m~en. This roller is 
draw:ri over the sheaves round and round and the grain is 
threshed out. Though used at first for the threshing of 
jola, it is now _used throughout for ragi as ~ell;. the 
Mysore District, though a Jola growing district, has not 
yet taken to the method, a curious irl.stance of the slow 
pace at which improvements travel. 

Appliances for winnowing, cleaning, gathering grains, 
caiTying straw, etc., are also very simple and homely, 
though not without interest. The. winnowing tray, a 
slow basket called Mora, having a rim only on three sides, 
is very cleverly handled, and can be used at once for the 
winnowing of chaff and dust, for separating grains of 
different grades and for cleaning the grain fronrearth, fine 
gravel, etc., with a deftness appropriate to each operation. I 
Wicker or bamboo sieves, both large and small, are also 
used to sift grain, the larger resemble a child's cradle and 
are used by rocking to and fro. Metal sieves are slowly 
coming into use. The hand rake of bamboo and large 
slings or string baskets for· carrying straw are other 
applicances seen on the threshing floor. 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 3*. 
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•. 'Of the farm cart can be seen many interesting types. 
They· are all of the two-wheeled type and nowhere are 
four-wheeled ones made, though it is not uncommon to 
have more than one pair of bullocks hitched to a cart when 
the load requires it. . The general type of farm cart has 
ordinary wheels, i.e., with spokes and felloes. They are 
of medium height, constructed of sound timber, weil 

. braced, and generally have a substantial well made appear
ance. In T.-Narsipur, Chamrajnaga.r, Gundlupet and 
that neighbourhood, the carts have low solid wheels ; these 
are so low infact that they are eminently suited to the 
rough uneven ground of the countryside, for there is 
practically no.risk of the cart being tilted out of balance. 
The receptacle for holding produce or manure and other 
material in the cart is a oaroboo crib made either large or 
small according to the size of the cart ; or more often 
the receptacle is made with wooden or hurdle sides. 

·sappe GdtU.: · 
aleds. 

In Chitaldrug. and Shimoga can be seen carts of a.. 
special type which are fitted together only at harvest 
time; these, called Sappe gadi (cart for· Jollt stalks), 
have a pair of massive solid wheels with an iron tyre 
three or ·four inches in thickness ; a couple of wooden 
brackets (being the remains of an old wooden plough)· 
fixed over the axle. tree enables a frame to be put on so 
that the load may clear the wheels. Laden with a huge 
load of Jola stalks placed crosswise in the cart and 

.fastened down tight with leathern ropes, they are being 
drawn by two or more pairs of heavy bullocks; this is a 
curious relic of the spacious times when iron and leather 
were cheap and articles were made to last for an age ; for 
the wheels and ropes of many of these raiyats are really· 
generations old. At the other extreme can be seen also 
little sleds made by mounting the heavy timber of a 
Dodda kunte over a couple of old plough bottoms fitted 
sledwise; on these manure baskets, fodder, thorns for 
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hedges and other odds and ends are drawn along mostly 
by hand. These can be seen in the :Maddagiri, Sira. and 
other eastern taluks. Wheel barrows are nowhere seen; 
the 'sleds and low solid wheel carts described above whic\1. 
are practically sleds are their equivalent ; small loads a.r~ 
carried in headloads in baskets. 

' . . 

..:\ppli~nces for the baling of water for irrigation are of Water llns. 
two kinds, i.e., those suited (1) for manual power, (2) for 
bullock power. · 

The first one is the familiar picota, which is a long Thepkota. 

lever mounted on a central vertical fulcrum ; one end of 
the lever is suitably weighted and the other end carries 
the water bucket tied to a long bamboo. The weight at 
the rear end is heavy enough to be of help to the man to 
raise the full bucket and is at the same time not too 
heavy when the empty bucket is lowered. In order· .to 
further assist the man at the bucket, ropes are also tied 
on one or both sides of the central pivot at which a second 
man pulls now the one and now the other as the bucket. 
is raised and lowere~. In. wells of very low lift, the lever 
is fairly broad, with steps cut on it, along which nien can 
walk up and down. The. buckets hold only about three 
gallons and even then the work . is hard. The wells of 
the Kolar and Bangalore Districts are mostly picotq, 
wells. 

The Kapile lift is of the second class and is adapteU The kapile. 

for bullock power. The bucket is lowered and raised by 
the bullocks walking up and down a steep ramp, pulling 
the bucket by means of a rope passing over an elevated 
pulley. The bucket is made out of leather and is circular 
in shape with a wide and lqng leathern hose stitched on 
to the bottom of the bucket. As the bucket enters the 
water, both bucket and. hose fill ; they are pulled up by 
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two ropes, one tied to the mouth of the bucket and the 
other to the tail end of the hose in such a manner that 
the hose bends like a U and bucket and hose come up 
full;. when the arrangement comes to the top, the hose or 
·tail rope is pulled and the hose straightens out emptying 
itself and the bucket with great ease. The buckets hold 
from 30 to 50 gallons, and either one pair or two or three 
pairs of bullocks are used ; one pair raising the full bucket 
walks smartly down the steep incline, at the bottom of 
which it is released to walk up along a less steep incline 
by the side and take its place again at the yoke for the 
next downward joumey. Two pairs are, however, usual 
each taking its turn alternately and the driver himself 
walking up holding on to the rope when the bucket is 
lowered. 

All the large irrigation wells are provided with the 
Kapile; the work is however so hard, and kapile fittings 
especially leather has become so expensive that improve
ments are welcomed, and keenly examined as to their 
merits. A few stray instances may here and there be 
seen of other ·types ctaimed to be' improvements; for 
example, the Noria or the Persian wheel type; the kapile 
type adapted to a circular motion of the bullocks on the 
level along a circular track, in which the bucket rope 
winds and unwinds round a large wooden drum ; the 
" Stoney" patent lift with its additional improvement in 
the type of bucket used; all these have been tried but 
none has taken on as they lack ·the lllany-sided merits of 
the kapile. 

It has been somewhat different with the pumping out
fits being popularised by the Sate Department of Indus
tries. _The increasing cost of bullocks and their keep, 
and the heavy and tiresome work at the kapile wearing 
out both man and beast form a strong argument in favour 
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of their displacement by some mechanical power, pro-
vided the new appliance is not very costly in _initial outlay 
or in the working charges. Engine-driven· pumps have 
had some chance therefore with the larger farmers who 
could afford the cost and in places where the supply of 
water is satisfactory. Several outfits both large and small 
have within the last ten years been installed in the State. 
At Shimoga and Harihar, the pumping is from the river 
while in other parts it is from wells. The largest number 
within a small area is on the banks of the Jayamangali 
river in the Maddagiri and Koratagere taluks. As during 
the great War, not only machinery of all kinds but also 
Kerosine a:qd crude oiJ rose abnormally in price and. for 
many months the latter could not be had at any price, the 

· movement received a seric;ms check. Electrically driven 
pumps are being installed at Kankanhalli along the banks 
of the Arkavati river in the area lying close to the switch 
house on the main electric transmission line. This 
scheme which is pushed forward by the State Department 
of Electric Engineering is full of promise though the area 
of its application is limited. It must be observed that 
the larger farmers of the State have shown very· com· 
mendable enterprise in this matter demonstrating that 
they are by no means indifferent to even costly improve· 
ments. 

This section may be closed with a description of the The 

farmstead. It has already been mentioned that with tqe Farmstead. 

exception of the !lfalniid garden owners, few raiyats live 
out on their land. They live together in compact little 
villages whose size and lay out and the disposition of the 
houses therein have been decided principally by consider· 
ations of safety. The requirements of a real farm house 
are impossible of being sat.isfied under these conditiona. 
The raiyat further increases his own individual safety by 
constructing a. house not only approximating to the type 
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of a strong box, but also one that by its outward appear-
. ance could never tempt the cupidity of the robber or the 
tyrant. . This stronghold is shared in common by the 
raiyat and all his belongings including his cattle. The 
general type of house is made up of a suite of apartments 
for the family and a row of stalls for the cattle: These 
stalls may run along only one side of the house in which 
case it is generally the front, or along two or three sides. 
'I;he stalls open into the interior, that is, they possess no 

...-'walls on the side facing the dwelling rooms, .from . which 
they are separated by an open yard. The stalls are 
occupied by the farmers' horned cattle; a portion is 
shut off by hurdles for sheep. The ploughs, cultivators, 
hoes and· other implements are housed generally in 
a· kind of attic in the stall above the cattle, or when 
the stalls are flat roofed, are stowed in a corner of the 
house. 

· The .stalls also serve for the washing and bathing for 
the family .and for all the household work other than the 
cooking. The grain bins when the grain is not stored in 
underground pits (see under Ragi) are also constructed in 
this portion of the house. The houses in the districts of 
Bangalore, Kolar1 Tumkur and Chitaldrug are usually flat 
roofed, and in many cases even the portion which would 
correspond to a yard is covered in. The front door, a 
window some.times and an opening in the roof at the 
kitchen to ·allow the smoke toescape are the only ways 
through which air and light can circulate. In the western 
taluks of Bangalore, throughout Mysore and the other 
western districts, the houses are ·seldom· overcrowded in 
this manner, there being both open yards and detached 
cattle stalls. Many of the rich patels and land-lords have 
their. cattle in a separate farll). house altogether. The 
houses in these districts are also provided with a nanow 
veranda in front. 
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The manger for the cattle usually .runs along the wall Man.ger and 

or along the middle of the stalls. The mangers are often !.:~::a
only a framework of wood or bamboo ; sometimes they menta, 

. are built of mud. Mangers composed of long woode.n 
troughs mounted on an earthen platform or wooden 
frame work may also be occasionally seen. In the latter 
case, the dry fodder, viz., jola, stalks, is put into the troughs 
and water is run in, in which the fodder soaks ·and 
becomes soft. Water for the cattle is provided in large 
earthenware pots sunk in convenient intervals along the· 
manger or in one common spot ; but being ·all the time 
under the eye of the raiyat or his womenfolk, the cattle 
never lack attention. 

The floor of the stalls is only damped earth, rarely 
paved; no bedding is provided; and the urine merely 
soaks into the gronnd, or collects in a depression in the 
stall. In the Bangalore and Kolar districts, however, a 
little of the cattle dung is put out to dry every day and in 
the evening is strewn on the floor of the stalls as a bed
ing for the' animals. The stalls are cleaned out every 
morning. In the 1\Ialniid, however, the cattle are housed 
in what may be called box stalls, a litter of. green leaves 
is provided every evening and the manure is aliowed to 
accumulate under the feet of the cattle ; the manure is 
removed only when the level rises inconveniently high ; 
sometimes the clearing takes place at frequent intervals, 
which is a mercy to the cattle. Excellent manure is the 
result, but the cattle are tormented by a plague· of flies 6y 
day while the wet and sodden manure on which they lie 
at night, by no means tends to their comfort. 

Ragi is stored unde~ground in pits called hag~vus. 
These are excavated ·in front of the houses; or in front 
of the temple or other large open space. in the village 
or in the raiyat's field outside. the village altogether. 

System of 
manure 
removal. 

Grain atol'll. 
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The system is in vogue only in villages where the soil 
is such- that. there will be no feat: .. of_ water percolating 
into the pits. They are in shape like a large pot, 
the body being very large and the neck very narrvw. 
They are made of all sizes depending upon the extent 
of a man's holding; the largest will hold from 200 to 300 
pallas of ragi. The neck usually about 2 to 3 feet in 
depth is just large enough for a man to get down 
through. Before filling the ragi, the pit is cleaned. and 
swept Clean, the bottom and sides are lined with some 
straw and chaff and ragi, well dried, is filled in. The 
mouth of the pit is covered with a stone slab and then 
with earth. If the soil is quite dry and hard, ragi is said . 
to keep well in these receptacles for many years; but 
considerable gtain in the outer portions, i.e., the top and 
sides goes bad even in the best of situations; should 
however water for any reason have got in, the ragi 
ferments so badly that it emits a. most offensive stench. 
Ptomaines are said to develop under such conditions, 
fatal to people who may happen to use it as food. 

J ola. is also likewise preserved in pits of the same kind 
but is not kept more than a. year. Where these under· 
ground bins are not excavated, the grains are kept in bags, 
or in large earthenware or wicker. bins ; occasionally in 
the large houses of families of consequence may be seen 
large soil-like masonry bins for storing grains. Paddy is 
stored in large rectangular masonry or wooden bins of the 
size of an ordinary room ; mostly these bins are located 
above gt•ound and have a. draw-hole at the base made to 
open and shut by a. 1·ather clever device, through 'ivhich 
grain is taken out when wanted. 

Grain and pulses meant for seed are thoroughly dried 
in the sun, cleaned and winnowed and screened and then 
preserved in special receptacles called Moodes ; these are 



II] AGRICULTURE 43 

either cylindrical in shape made out of paddy straw or 
flat and pot shaped and made of straw- twist ; in these, 
grains are preserved as such and pulses are preserved with 
some ashes, chillies and chaff. In the I\Iysore District 
nwodes of the first type can be seen, while in Chitaldrug 
and Shimoga, the second type can be seen. 
· It is said that grain is not stored to the same extent as 
it used to be many years ago--a result due to the modern 
facilities for extensive trade and quick and safe transport ; 
this is probably true but the different types of stqre 
houses are by no means curiosities and are largely in use 
everywhere in the State. 

The excreta of oxen- and sheep form the chief if not Manures : 
Farmyard. 

the sole manure used in the State. Raiyats generally manure. 

keep more cattle than they can properly feed and look· 
after, principally with the object of increasing their 
manure ~:~upply. The quality of the manure so made is 
exceedingly poor on account of the meagre and innutri-
tious feed which most of these animals get and of the 
carele::;s manner in which the manure itself is collected 
and preserved._ The pasture lands attached to the villages 
are not only shrinking in area owing to the extension of 
cultivation but are in a hopeless state of neglect; they 
are naturally situated on the high lying parts of the 
village, as the more fertile areas are taken up for cultiva-
tion; they are cut up by gullies and streamlets along 
which such soil as exists is washed down yearly during 
the rains ; they are overgrown with jungle vegetation, 
and l1eing the common land of the village, it is nobody's 
businest:~ to Lcstow any attention in improving the pasture 
lands. \Vhil~ iu the rainy season some grazing is avail· 
able, in the dry months they are absolutely bare of gra~:~s. 
Concentrated feed for cattle is out of the question, the 
raiyat Leing too poor to afford it for any except his best 
or working cattle. l'he result naturally is a manure of 



44 MYSORE GAZETTEER [CH..!P. 

very poor quality. Further, as we have already noticed 
in the raiyats' method of housing his cattle, the urine is 
practically all wasted; the Malnii.d where owing to the 
use of green litter the manure is of good quality and the 
Maidii.n taluks where dry cow-dung is used as litter are 
exceptions. After the manure is removed froni the stalls, 
'be it. every day as is done in the Maidiin districts or 
periodically a.s is done in the Malnad, the manure is 
kept in open pits outside the village principally along the 
margin of the village approach. In these pits the manure 
lies exposed to the weather, drying in the sun, and being 
leached in the rains till it is carted to the fields at the 
commencement of the cultivating season. In some of 
the taluks of Mysore, Bangalore and Tumkur, it is usual 
to cart earth either from the dry tank beus or good red 

·earth from the fidds to the manure pits \vhere the manure 
is covered by a thick layer of this earth. \\nen the pits 
have to be emptied, this earth is well mixed with the 
manure and then carted. 

Sheep The excreta of- sheep and goats are highly esteemed as 
:~~;r;~lding. manure and are much sought after. The ordinary raiyat 

is a mere arable farmer, and he either keeps no sheep at 
all or only a small number. Herds are kept by a special 
class of agriculturists called Gollars or graziers at whose 
farms considerable manure accumulates, and is often sold 
to farmers round about. The Gollar farmers are genemlly 
reputed to be very successful farmers, mostly on account 
of the large quantities of sheep- manure they are able to 
use on their lands. The taluks of Mandya, Malvalli and 
N agamangala in Mysore, the whole of the Chi tal drug 
District, the taluks of Sira, ChiknayaikanhaJli and Gubbi 
in Tumkur, and the eastern half of Kolar are the sheep 
raising tracts of the State. . The larger arable farmers in 
these tracts also keep herds which are usually in the 
charge of graziers and roam about in the jungle during. 
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the cultivating season and come to . the village after 
harvest. They are then folded on the fields, where the 
green stubble affords some pasturage. In these tracts it 
is very common for farmers to hire herds of sheep to be 
folded on their fields; the consideration is partly the stubble 
which in the case of fields of cotton is considerable, but 
more often is a money payment, the sheep grazing where 
they can in the day and being folded on the raiyat's field 
at night; to fold a 1,000 sheep for a night the raiyat 
usually pays Rs. 5. In these districts land ploughed up 
for sugar-cane or meant for grain and other crops under 
well culth·ation is heavily manured in this manner. 

Of the excreta of bi1:d~, a noteworthy manure is that of Other bulky 

bats collected from caves, abandoned temples or ancient manure. 

trees and similar haunts of bats. It is esteemed to be a · 
very good manure and is used when it can be got by the 
growers of water-melons in the bed of the Tungabhadra 
in the Harihar Taluk. 

Hound Bangalore and l\Iysore, the use of ~human Night soil. 

excreta as manure is in great vogue. The ragi fields of 
the villages adjoining the Bangalore City and Military 
Station are heavily manured with night soil; the Munici-
pality systematicaily auctions the right to collect the 
manure and eYery morning the City refuse is carted away 
by raiyats to whom contractors sublet the right. The 
paddy fields and sugar-cane fields round Mysore and 
Seringapatam likewise are manured with the sa~e 
material from the 1\fysore City. 

Sewage also is utilized for its manurial value by the Sewage, 

market gardeners of Bangalore. 

The silt from tank bed:,; is another favourite fot·m of Tank sm. 
enriching cultivated fields; as the dry season when the 
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silt could be had coinGides with the slack season of the 
raiyats, this source is seldom neglected, especially when 
the cultivated lands are inclined to be sandy and the 
raiyat feels he could improve them by carting silt. 

The earth from old village sites is also utilized in the 
same. manner. This is a light ashy coloured ·earth 
excavated f~om these sites and contains mixed with it 
pdt~herds, bits of bone, kankar, etc., and goes by the. 
name of su,dhi mannu. or ashy earth. It is much used in 

. certain villages of the Dodballapur taluk and elsewhere 
also wherever such earth is found, as the raiyat knows 
its value. Some samples analysed showed ihey were rich 
in lime and phosphoric acid, evidently due to the decom
posed bones in the earth. 

Ashes of all kinds are freely used as manure and in 
fact constitute the sole manure supplying potash. 

Lime is nowhere used as a manure though it occurs 
more or less extensively throughout the State. It may 
in fact be said to lie the one local product of importance 
whose manurial·value is not k-nown to the raiyat. 

The other important source of manure is green manure. 
· Green manures are used largely and almost solely for 
paddy lands when . they are cultivated in puddle. This 
practice takes the form either of cutting and carting leaves· 
and twigs from elsewhere to be ploughed into the field 
or of growing ·a green mamue crop in the oold it~ 
self to be ploughed into it as manure. The first one is 
the more general practice. The leaves most esteemed 
for this purpose are those of the honge tree (Pongaima. 
glabra). This is the one tree which is regularly and 
extei).sively planted for the sake of its use as manure for 
paddy land. Practically all tank bunds, i.e., the unri\·etted 
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side facing the fields are planted with honge trees,. 
where they serve a double function, their roots helping to 
bind the earthwork and their leaves being used as manure. 
Likewise the natural water courses which are'the feeder 
channels to the tanks and the shallow portion of the 
catchment are also planted where they also extend by 
natural agencies ; here too they serve the additional 
function of acting as silt traps. In the Sira and Madda· 
giri taluks of Tumkur, and in Hiriyur, Challakere and 
Molakalmuru of the Chitaldrug District can be seen 
regular plantations of these trees, planted by raiyats on 
their dry land holdings from which leaves are cut and 
used on their wet lands or sold to others. They are also 
planted as avenue trees.- ·-rn Kolar and Tumkur there is 
also much natural growth of this tree in the fertile sandy 
valleys where underground moisture abounds. High 
prices are paid for the leaves and raiyats go long distances 
to cut and cart them. In Sira it is usual to apply from 
100 to 300 headloads per acre, about 25 headloads.going 
to a cartload. Such manuring wi}\ cost from Rs. 12 to 
Hs. :16 an acre. Trees in these tracts are severely pollard
ed every season, but in the moist situation . where they 
~o,rrow, fresh growth is free and rapid. 

In addition to the leaves of the lwnge tree, other leaves 
are also used, but in a very minor degree a~d especially 
in the Mysore District; these are tangadi (Cassia 
auriculata) ; yekka (Calotropi.s gigantes) said to cure 
alkalinity and neem (Melia azadirachta). '· 

The practice of growing a green man1J.re crop for being 
ploughed in is confined almost entirely to the Mysore 
Di~trict. The paddy fields are ploughed up soon after 
harvest as soon as the field is in ·a fit condition for 
!Jioughing ; and in the first rains (Bharani) towards the 
middle of April a mixture of sunn hemp, horse-gram, cow 
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pea, green gtam and black gram is sown ; by about the 
month of July, the pulses are ready to pick and a more or 
less fair crop is harvested according as the rains have 
been good or not. It is then partly fed of by bullocks 
and the remainder is ploughed in into the puddled field. 
If the green. crop is sown late and does not mature by 
the time water is let into the channels and the fields are 
to be puddled, it is ploughed in without waiting for it to 
mature a crop. In recent years through the efforts of 

• the State Department of Agriculture the practice has 
been copied in the other districts as well, and every year 
the Department- sells large quantities of sunn hemp seed 
for being sown as a green manure crop not only in paddy 
fields but also in the cocoanut and areca gardens. As 
the fields are nowhere enclosed, it is essential that all the 
raiyats owning land under a tank should grow the crop, 
otherwise the enterprising pioneer is greatly handicapped ; 
for the green manure has to grow at a time when the 
country side is dreary and not a green blade is seen any
where ; and single handed he will have to guard the 
green crop against the village cattle which is practically 
impossible. · 

These exhaust the natural or farm made manures of 
the raiyat. .Even with the best efforts of the raiyats, 
there is not enough cattle manure to go round ; but his 
wasteful methods make the situation worse. Added to 
this is the custom of using dried cow-dung as fuel. This 
practice is universal in the country, and the quantity of 
useful manure which is burnt away in this manner should 
be very great in the aggregate. In the neighbourhood of 
the cities of Bangalore and Mysore, particularly the latter, 
the demand for this fuel is very great and the villages 
round about are depleted of this material ; the same is 
the case in the black cotton soil tracts of Chitaldrug 
where fuel is very· scarce and the deficiency has to be 
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made up by this special kind, 'vhich in this tract is 
collected and preserved carefully and a supply put in for 
use during the rainy season. The opening of Sandalwood 
Oil Factories in Mysore and Bangalore and a large number 
of cotton gins and presses in Davangere. has certainly 
made fuel which was scarce and dear enough, muchmore· 
so in these places. In the extensive cotton· growing 
tract round Harihar and Davangere, it will be no un
common sight to see even jola stalks which are meant 
for fodder, being used as fuel, the scarcity being so great. 
There seems, however, to be no way out of the situation 
which would put an end to this custom and set free all 
the cattle manure for itsJegitimate use. 

Among commercial or purchased manures used in the Commercial 

State, the most importani are the oil-cakes. The use of Milanukres: o -ca es. 
oil-cakes is, however, confined to the sugar-cane cultiva-
tors of the Bangalore and Kolar Districts: As the 
country produces a variety of oil seeds and as oil-cakes 
constitute the cheapest nitrogenous fertilizers, the State 
Department of Agriculture has been making great efforts 
to popularise its use throughout the State. A very large 
quantity is sold through the agency of the Department. 
and through private merchants. For sometime, the oil
cakes were also being sold by the Department to raiyats 
on a twelve to fourteen months' credit so that the 
purchase money was paid back after the sugar-cane crop 
was harvested and milled. 

The oil-cakes in use at the present time are those of ou-eakeB 

Jwnge, castor, and the ground-nut. Until about fifteen P
1

rod
11
uce<l 

• oca y. 
years ago, With the sugar-cane growers of these two 
districts; the favourite and practically the only kind of 
oil-cake purchased used to be the oil-cake of honge. ·The 
seeds of this tree are gathered and milled in the ordinary 
local wooden or stone mills or gtinas ·of the village 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 4 
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oil-monger and the cake which comes out in large heavy 
lumps is sold to the raiyats. Castor, though grown 
largely and also used for the expression of the oil locally, 
is treated somewhat differently for this purpose. The 
local· method of obtaining the. oil is to grind down the 
seed, mix the pulp with water and boil the mixture ; the 
oil cells rupture and the oil rises to the top whence it is 
Jadled out. The refuse, after the oil is removed, is there
fore obtained in the form of a semi-liquid mass, and not 
being in a fit' condition for commercial handling is usually 
thrown away in the manure heap. A fair amount is also 
milled in the stone ganas like other oil seeds but with 
the introduction of screw presses in the Bangalore City, 
about fifteen years ago, castor oil-cake began to come 
into the market largely and has been available to the 
raiyats. It must be said to be quite as popular as the 
honge oil-cake. · During the last 5 or 6 years, ground-nut 
is being milled largely in the State and the oil-cake is 
becoming available for use. This cake is being popularised 
very largely by the State Department; there was some 
prejudice against its use by raiyats, but this has now been 
overcome and its use is steadily increasing. The new 
Anderson Oil Expellers installed in Bangalore produce cake 
in the form of thin flakes which are very easy of powdering 
and this forms therefore an additional recommenda
tion in favour of this· cake. Due chiefly to the cheap 
and convenient electric power available in Bangalore, 
several small mills of the rotary type have also come into 
existence, further increasing the supply of oil-cakes of all 
kinds. N eern cake can be made in large quantities, for 
in. many parts of the State neem trees have been largely 
planted as avenue trees; but except in the 1\Iysore 
District, little is made, and even there, it is made only in. 
small quantities in the houses of the raiyats. 

On the coffee estates in the State, considerable 
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purchased manures, both oil cakes and the artificials 
referred to below, are used. In fact, for the latter kind of 
manures outside of these estates, there has been little or no 
demand. The manure works at Hunsur and Bangalore· 
supply powdered oil~cakes of different kinds to these 
estates, while from the \Vest Coast, Coimbatore and the 
:Manure \Yorks at Ranipet near Madras, large qaantities 
are also imported. · 

The raiyat .seldom goes to the trouble and expense of M~thod of 

powdering the ·cake he uses. The heavy lumps, in which ~~~-~:kes. 
form the country ganas turn out the cake, are hard to grind 
to powder, and the raiy~t merely chops it up into small 
lumps about the size of one's fist; when sugarcane rows 
have to be earthed up, he places one or two such pieces 
under each clump of cane where 'they are covered with the 
earth thrown up. It is also common to soak the cakes over 
night in water in a pit situated at the head of the water 
dmnnel in the cane field ; the cake crumbles down and 
mixes V.·ith the water into a sloppy mess, in which condi-
tion it is taken out in potsful arid let into the furrows. 

Bonemeal comes next in importance, but except on the Bone meal, 

. Coffee Estates is used only to a very limited extent. 
Bone crushing mills exist both in Bangalore and in 
Hunsur, from which the supply is derived. 

The State Department of Agriculture has been demon- 1 Artificia~ 
strating the value of Sulphate of Ammonia, of Super- :a~~~:.cal 
phosphates and other chemical fertilisers. Special mixed 
manures suitable f01; paddy lands, cocoa-nut gardens, 
potatoes and such special crops are also made by the 
Department and sold to raiyats. The paddy lands in 
Yedatore Taluk in Mysore, Hole-Narsipur in Hassan and 
in the Hoskote Taluk in Bangalore are noteworthy 
areas where these manures are used for paddy; the 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 4*. 
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cocoarnut manure mixture is being taken up in the Tiptur 
Taluk of Tumkur. There are unmistakable signs that the 
raiyat is beginning to appreciate the value of these new 
fertilizers; even the prejudice on religious grounds against 
handling bone meal which exists among the high caste 
cultivators is slowly wearing down ; the high price of 
produce: of all kinds is also .acting as a stimulus. If 
fertilizers could be made locally and their cost lessened, 
large quantities would be taken up for use. Oil mills are 
increasing in number and a notable one is a plant 'being 
erected in· Tumkur for the extraction of oil by the use of 
benzene.· Under the Krishnarajasagara Dam, it is pro
posed to start the manufacture of calcium cynamide by 
the aid of electricity; provision has already been made 
for the 'installation of plant for generating electricity at 
the dam. The manufacture of steel at the large State 
Iron ·works at Bhadravati, in the Shimoga District, will 
no doubt bring into existence a number of by-product 
plants for the production of basic slag and of ammonium 
sulphate. As manures constitute far and away the most 
important means of increasing production, these activities 
are full of promise.to the improvement of Agriculture in 
the State. 

Under the overlordship of the State, the land is held 
under different kinds of tenures in all of which the land
holder pays a fixed money rent to the State which 
absolves him from all further obligations, and confers on· 
him full proprietary rights in the land. An account of 
these different tenures appears elsewhere. 'V e shall dea.l 
here with the various methods by which the actual land
holder himself gets his land cultivated, i.e., whether he 
farm& it himself or lets it out to tenants, and if so, the 
conditions under which he lets it out. 

In the old days when . the village communities were 
practically agricultural corporations, things seem to have 
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been so arranged that each farmer had a share in the 
dry, wet and garden lands of the village. Conditions 
have, however, vastly changed .and the . ownership of 
land has changed hands bringing into existence a large 
class of absentee landlords and of resident landlords. 
who have taken to other occupations more lucrative than 

'ul ~ agnc. ture. 

Broadly speaking, it may be said that all the dry lands Dry ~and 
h 

. b . .farmmg. 
are farmed by the owners themselves. . T eu num er 1s 
obviously the largest in the Stat~ and they also constitute 
the small holders. The cultivation of ragi, which is the 
main crop on these lan9,s, has to be looked upon as the 
means of the people's food supply and not as an under-
taking of any commercial value, i.e., as a venture in 
which one can invest capital with the hope of earning a 
fair return on it. Taking a good season with a bad one, the 
ordinary dry land cultivation is not· such that if every. 
item of the raiyat's labour on the. crop, from the prepara-
tion of the land to the marketing of the produce, is 
valued at market rates for manual and bullock labour, 
any respectable margin of profit can be expected.· It. 
however, provides food for the raiyat and fodder for his 
cattle and where the area farmed is not very small, furni-
shes a modest 'competence which, combined with his 
innate desire to cling to his land and his village and to 
the profession to which he is born, is enough incentive to 
keep him on the land. l\Iuch capital is not reqUired anq 
with a little co-operation from his neighbours at the busy 
season, he is just able to carry ,on. Such raiyats possess 
little or no reserve and money borrowed for marriages 
and. other domestic celebrations is seldom capable of 
being paid back by an actual, money payment. 

Similarly, the most lucrative form of agriculture such Gardens and 

as gardens and plantations, are also owner farmed; areca- plantations. 
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nut gardens, cocoanut gardens, and. coffee plantations are 
farmed by the proprietors themselves. 'Vhen the pro
perties are small, the owners themselves work; in the case 
of the larger properties, paid labour is employed. ~Iuch 
capital is, however, required as the expenses of digging, 
watering, etc., are heavy and the garden owners also 
belong to a better class of people whose standards of living 
are somewhat higher and their domestic expenses greater. 
Though they own very valuable properties, it is stated 
that a large number of them are heavily indebted. 

Paddy and sugar-cane. lands are almost invariably let. 
They are for one thing generally in the hands of people 
who do not belong to the farming class, or who though 
they may belong to this class have given up farming, 
being either too well-to-do or having other and more 
lucrative occupations. Being very valuable lands, they 
are the most favourite form of investment, and are so 
costly that they are seldom within the means of the 
ordinary farmer. The extensive paddy lands in the 
Cauvery valley in the Hole-Narsipur, Yedatore, Mysore, 
Seringapatam and T.-Narsipur Taluks are to a large 
extent owned by the absentee landlords and are keenly 
sought after, on account of the certainty of the paddy 

' crop and therefore of a fair return on the money with 
the best of security. 

In the Jodi villages, the dry lands are let out to tenants 
who as long as they pay their assessment enjoy all but 
proprietary rights; the wet lands are kept by the Jodidiir 
himself and are invariably let out by him to his own dry 
land tenants in the first instance, and to other villages if 
necessary. 

Fixed The rent in such leases is always in the shape of 
prod nee rent h fi d h f h d on paddy · produce; it is eit er xe as a s are o t e pro uce 
land. · 
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which varies a great deal according to circumstances, or 
a definite quantity of the produce. The latter, called 
Gutta, is the simplest form next to a money rent. It is 
the one resorted to always by absentee landlords, and is 
commonest in the paddy tract of the Cauvery channels. 
The landlord does not trouble himself about the· treat
ment the soil receives ; he never supervises or dictates, as 
a matter of fact, it is not uncommon to find landlords 
who may not even have seen their fields. The lessee 
delivers the stipulated quantity of paddy at harvest, and 
oftentimes is trusted sufficiently to sell it himself and 

. remit the money to the landlord. Leases usually run for 
a period of three years at a time ; longer periods are not 
uncommon but shorter~ periods are rare. The Gutta 
varies from one khandaga (a khandagu of 180 seers) of 
paddy up to five khandagas which may be said to be 
practically the maximum. ~en the lands are very 
fertile and competition is very great, it may go up to 
seven khandagas of paddy. The straw is all taken by 
the tenant and so is any pUlse crop which he may grow 
as a catch crop. This rent will work out to be ·almost a 
half share of the gross produce ; the landlord pays the 
land assessment, and other Government dues such as 
road cess, out of his share and the tenant pays all the 
expenses of cultivation. This rent should be taken to be 
very fair, all' things considered. A resident farmer can, 
and many do actually, obtain considerably more out of 
their land farming it themselves; as a matter of fact, 
many lessees sublet the lands for a higher rent and eatn 
the difference as their profit chiefly because they are 
local residents able to exercise considerable judgment in 
choosing tenants and supervising the cultivation; but a 
man whose business is not agriculture and who therefore 
looks upon his paddy land purely as an investment 
readily foregoes any such possible enhanced rent in view 
of other conveniences. The raiyats too further protect 
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themselves against unreasonable enhancement by refusing 
to take up such land altogether. · 

In the other system where the rent is fixed as a share 
of the produce, with regard to paddy lands under tank 
irrigation whether i:ri Government or in Jodi villages, the 
half share system is almost universal. Land let out in 
this manner suffers ·greatly from neglect; and as an 
investment such land should be deemed poor, unless one 
farms it hi:t;nself . .,_ The tenant looks upon this paddy 
land more as a certain source of fodder ·for his cattle than 
as a source of grain. His energies are all directed to his 
own dry lands in the first instance and the paddy land is 
taken up last i little or no manure is used, and only such 

· attention is paid as can be spared from his all important 
dry land farming. The scope for increased production 
with better attenti~n is comparatively 'great in these areas. 

· In the case of sugar-cane, the land is let generally on 
the condition that the landlord provides the seed and the 

. oil-cake manure ; the raiyat undertakes the complete 
cultivation; the milling charges are borne equally and 
the produce is also shared equally. This is the com
monest form. Sometimes the produce is divided in the 
proportion of 2/3rds to the tenant and 1/3rd· to the 
landlord, the landlord's liability being the same as in · 
the first case in places where competition for sugar-cane 
land is not great. In certain parts of Kolar, it is also 
usual for the tenant to give one boiling in six to the 
landlord, the latter paying nothing more than the assess
ment. This is only a kind of gutta adapted to sugar-cane 
cultivation: . 

Produce In the case of the areca-nut gardens of the Malnad, 
sharing on longer leases are co. mmon ; the u.utta is fixed at so much 
areca. gardens. 

per 100 bearing trees and will generally work out as 
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1/3rd of the gross produce; leases run for ten years•and 
longer; and strict conditions regarding· ~he carrying out 
of the customary digging, manuring, etc., yearly are 
specified in the leases. The expenses are reckoned to 
amount to 1/3rd of the gross produce and the remaining 
1/3rd becomes the share of the tenant .. ·-

For labour on the farm, both permanent and casual Labour and 

labour are employed. (Permanent labour is generally ;:;:~~ent 
such that the labourer hrbound to work for the employer labour. 

for a period of many years if not for his life time. In the 
olden days, in the Malniid especially, the system of serfs 
attached to the land existed. Though absolute serfdom 

• has long ago been abolished and the labourer is free to 
hire his services to whomsoever he chooses, still by a kind 
of mutual agreement, the labourer and his family reside 
permanently in the farmer's land, the farmer finding every
thing for the labourer,. his food, clothing, and ready· 
money for petty luxuries, and alsd·incurring the expenses 
of the marriage and other domestic events of his labourer. 
All this is counted as an advance against the labourer 
to be reckoned up should he show any inclination to quit, 
but he seldom drives the employer to this. necessit0, 

(Elsewhere a money advance is alw~ys paid with or 
without interest according to the necessitous circum
stance of the labourer; he lives with the farmer who 
furnishes him with food and once a year a blanket, a pair 
of slippers, and a cloth in addition. In addition, a mone~ 
payment of Rs. 2 to 4 per month is also paid. Rs: 24 to 
Rs. 50 a year with the-" Unda oota thwidu Cambali "-
food to eat and a Kambli for clothing used to be a com-
mon wage for the permanent labourer) . 

Wages. 

These systems, however, depend for their permanence· Difficulty of 

upon the ignorance of the labourer: conditions are 1':~:::!-~g 
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rapidly changing and the procilring of permanent agri
cultural labour is 'becoming a serious -problem. An 
advance of money has always to be paid in addition to 
a monthly wage to secure permanent labour, the advance 
to be paid back if the labourer wished to leave ; but the 
farmer has no remedy except by suing in a Civil Court if 
the labourer runs away. Landlords try to get over the 
difficulty by raising the labourer to the rank of tenant, 
themselves playing the roll of the capitalist and advanc
ing him money to purchase bullocks and other farm 
stock and paying the expenses of the first year. 

Casual labour is generally available in the villages as 
the women turn out for the lighter class of operations 
like weeding, transplanting, harvesting, cotton picking 
and so on. Bullock labour is rarely hired out and the 
man who depends . upon such can never get it when 
.wa~ed. 

· Payments are made usually in money and range from 
3 annas to 5 annas per head. In many villages the 
labourer also gets a meal in addition to this wage. Trans
planting paddy in the Mysore District is done a.t contract 
rates, Rs. 5'being paid for transplanting a khandaga of 
land, i.e., about 3 acres. This is generally divided between 
25 women coolies, for whom it forms a day's work. The 
picking of cotton and the harvesting of ground-nut are 
paid for as a share of the quantities harvested, l/6th in 
the case of cotton and 1/3rd-or even l in the case of 
ground-nuts. The harvesting of paddy is paid for in kind, 
the wage at present being 8 seers o~ paddy per head. In 
the Malnad and for the Coffee estates, casual labour is 
got from the ·west Coast, for the gathering of the areca
nut; the men hire themselves out in groups, each group 
being under a headman. Payment is made in the shape 
partly of rice and provisions, and partly of money. Each 
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person is allowed a seer of rice and annas 3 per day and 
about an anna. worth of condiments. • These rates which 
used to rule for many years have risen 59 to 100 per 
cent within the last year or two. 

The milling of sugar-cane is usually done by the raiyats 
themselves all clubbing together, the jaggory boiling 
man and the man who feeds the furnace alone being 
paid. But in parts of Mysore, in Kunigal, and in the 
Channarayapatna. taluk, groups of professional people go 
round and do the milling on ·contract ; they take mith 
them their own mill, pans, and also two or more pairs of 
buffaloes. The charge which is paid by contract will 
work out at 4 annas a. maund of jaggory made. These 
men in many cases purchase the standing cane as a. 
speculation. 

The raiyats also pay a yam or a. small levy in grain, Ayarn• and 

straw and pulses to the village servants and artisans ~=efor 
among whom the Nirganti, who regulates and distributes servants. 

the water from the tank, the village blacksmith and 
carpenter, who repair the plough and the few simple 
implements such as Kunte and sickles. Likewise the 
village chuckler (cobbler) gets one half of the skins of 
the carcasses of the village in return for the supply of 
whip thongs, a pair of slippers to the raiyat and repairs 
to the Kapile bucket. l\Iany of these customs are fast 
disappearing, and both the raiya.ts and the aymngars are 
prone to exchange these obligations to each other for 
independence. I 

II. DRY CROPS: 

Jfagi is the most extensively grown crop in the State: 1\agi 

It is the staple food grain of the bulk of the people. It ~!~~;'~ 
occupies an area of nearly 2, 7 40,000 acres, which is 
roughly over l/3rd of the total area under cultivation in 
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the State. The following table gives the area in the 
different districts du!·ing the year 1923-24 :-

Banga.lore 
Kolar 
Tumkur 
My sore 

445,736 
279,57:.1 

. 329,927 
510,84l 

Hassan 
Rhimoge. 
Ke.dur 
Chitaldrug 

261,306 
114,4&3 

93,127 
137,693 

In the Chitaldrug District, in the Eastern part of the 
Shi:p1oga District and the black cotton soil tracts of 
Mysore its place is taken by the jola as the main food 
crop; likewise in the Malniid tracts where rainfall is too 
heavy to admit of dry cultivation, it gives place to paddy. 

It is grown both as a dry crop and also under irriga
tion, but the latter though by itself may be taken to be 
considerable in extent is nevertheless almost nothing by 
comparison. The cultivation of irrigated ragi is confined 
to certain taluks of Bangalore, Kolar, Chitaldrug and 
Tumku:.r and is then grown mostly under well irrigation. 

Being sown so extensively, it is raised on practically all 
kinds of soils. The deep red fertile loam which forms 
the predominent type in the State is the most favourite 
soil. The best yields can be obtained. on the rich black 
cotton soils but these soils are usually under jola, there 
being a tendency for the ragi to grow rank on such soils. 

On good soils, well manured and with good rainfall 
very heavy yields are secured; but even with a poor rain
fall, it makes a moderate growth and will give a fair 
yield; it is further so hardy and drought-resisting that 
even under very unfavourable conditions it will struggle 
on. The crop is remarkably free from fungus or insect 
attacks. The grain too is unsurpassed for keeping quali
ties ; stories are told of ragi being kept for as many as 
forty ·years ; it is also free from the pests common to 
stored grains in the country. 

· Except in the ·1\Iysore District, where it is grown 
as an irrigated crop in the taluks referred to already, 
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there is practically no rotation of crops followed in the 
case of ragi. Ragi follows ragi year after year in the 
same field. It may, however, be noted that where a 
raiyat's holding is extensive and a variety of crops can, 

· therefore, be grown, a certain rough kind of rotation _is 
adopted so that the same crop is not raised year after 
year on one and the same field. There is also the curious 
practice in vogue throughout, of growing a mixed or . 
lijubsidiary crop of !~!Yare (Dolichos lablab) along with the 
ragi, by having one row of this crop for every 12 :rows or 
less of ragi. It is possible that this interposition of a 
leguminous crop neutralises in some degree the . evil 
effects of_ a succession of ragi crops on the same soil 
which would otherwise· follow. 

The exceptions referred to above are, however; inter- Dry land • 
esting and are given in detail :- ragi rotation •. 

(a) 1st year 

2nd year 
(b) lat year 

A. Dry .land Rota,tions. 
Gingelli, jola for 

fodder:, Save 
or be.ragu. 

Followed by hori\e-gram in the 
same year. Save and baragu 
may also take the place of 
horse-gram if they were not 
already grown IU first crop. 

Ragi. . 
Castor, or chillies (dry land) rarely ground.nut, jola · 

or haraka. 
2nd year Ragi. 

(c) 1st year Horse-gram as preparatory crop on rough land. 
lind year · Re.gi. 

These three may be said to be followed· in the districts 
of Bangalore, Kolar and Tumkur, the double crop rota
tion (a) being more or less confined to Bangalore. I 

In the Mysore District, especially in the taluks west 
and south of Mysore, the rotations are these :-

(a) 1st year 

2nd year 

Srd year 

Kar·ragi or jola followed. by fallow but ploughed ·up 
between rows of subsidiary or akksdi crop. 

Kar-ragi or jola followed hy ploughing between 
rows of subsidiary crop and sowing of hutchellu 
or hurali in thiH space, 

Hain ragi or if hain ragi sowing is not in vogue, 
transplanted ra¢. 
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(b) 1st Year 

2nd year 
(c) 1st year 
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Kar:ragi (sown pure) followed by fallow but plough· 
mg dt>ep. 

Tobacco or kar-ragi. 
Kar.ragi lsown pure) followed by hurali or 

hntchellu. 
2nd year ... Hain ragi, 

(d) In the black cotton soils of Hunsur, 
1st year Kar-ra~:i followed by coriander or Bgngal-gram. 
2nd year Gingelli followed by coriander or Bengal-gram. 
lst year ... Kar-ru.gi followed by fallow but plougbed. 
2nd year ... Tobacco. 

(e) In the black cotton soils of chararajnagar, Nanjangud and 
· T.-~arsipur. 

lst ye~~or Jda in kar, followed by cotton sown ic th~ same 

2nd year 

Srd year 

year. 
Cotton continued, followed by black-gram or cow

pea or Bengal-gram. 
Haiu ragi, 

B. Rotation for Irrigated Ragi. 

Irrigated ragi is grown (1) in tracts where owing to 
poor rainfall, ragi could not be sown as a dry crop, this 
being the case in the extreme east such as in parts of 
Sira, Maddagiri and Pavagada, in the Tumkur District, 
and in most taluks of the Kolar District and (2) in small
holders' fields under well cultivation, where work in 
intensive cultivation leaves them little time to attend to 
dry land ragi growing, this being the case in Hoskote, 
Devanhalli, Chikballapur, Sidlaghatta and ~Ialur Taluks. 

In the former, the crops raised are only. food-crops 
except under the large tanks in the Kolar District where 
sugar-cane is also grown. The rotations are as follows :- · 

(a) First year .. , Early mungar, a kind of kRr ragi called yene~ar ra~<:i' 
· which grows quickly and hain ragi on part of the 

fields. _ 
Second year ... i.e., in Vaisiikhe either paddy or bilijola according to 

the am011nt of water in the well which will depend 
on the plentifulness or otherwise of the previous 
north-east monsoon. 

(b) Fir~t year ... Sugar-cane if north-aast monsoon was good. 
Second year ... Irrigated ragi, 

In the latter, i.e., on small holdings, a variety of crops 
is grown, ragi being always one of the crops whatever 
the others may be and this being managed by growing 
one or other of two kinds of ragi, viz., gidda ragi which 
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is a three months' crop, and hain or rainy season which 
is a four months' crop. 

The rotation is arranged in the following .way :-
In the middle of December, the Besike crop is put in. 

This may be gidda ragi, Besike potatoes or onions or garlic. 
This is followed by one or other of the following crops :-Rainy 
season potatoes, hain ragi, chillies or chrysanthemum, taking 
care that the same crop is not repeated twice. In the case of 
the last two crops, viz., chillies and chrysanthemum, there 
will be only one crop in the year, thus:-

First year ... Be8ike crop, say gidda ragi followed by chillies or· cbry
santhnmum up to middle of second y<~ar. 

Second year ... Hain ragi or..reiny season potatoes. 

Two types are disting~i~hed as Kar and Hain ragi, the Varieties. 

former which matures about a month earlier than the 
latter and is sown principally in the Western half of the 
ragi area of the State, where it is sown in the month 
of May ; the latter is the more important variety and is 
sown throughout the central and eastern parts of the 
State and is sown in July. Several varieties are also 
distinguished each having fairly distinct chara::teristics. 
They fall into two groups according as the glumes are 
green or tinged with violet ; in both these groups, varieties 
with open earheads, closed earheads and branching spikes 
can be distinguished by local names and their character-
istics are given below:-

1. Hullubile, green open spikes .. 
2. Madayangiri, violet open spikes. 
3. Gudubile, green closed spikes. 
4. Giddaragi, violet closed spikes. 
5. Hasa1·kambi, green open spikes. 
6. Doddaragi, green open spikes. 
7. Kareegidda, violet closed spikes. 
8. Jenumudde, green open spikes. 
9. Majjige, green open and with white grain. 

10. Jadesangha, violet branched spikes. 
11. Rudrijade, green branched spikes. 
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In various parts of the State, these go by other names 
also, names more or less descriptive of the appearance of 
the earheads. No.2 also goes by the name of Konankombu 
(Sira, Maddagiri) ; the green open variety of this type 
goes by the name of Balepatte, (Hassan and Channa
patna) ; the open types by the name of Chou·laga 
(Hunsur); and Makhalhidike (Tumkur). Trials at the 
Hebbal Experimental Farm have shown that the open 
types give heavier yields ofgrain than the closed ones. 

· In the K ar ragi tracts, , land intended for ragi is 
ploughed soon after the previous crop is harve'sted, i.e., 
in the month of September and October ; the ploughing 
is repeated with the early rains of the succeeding year, 
i.e., in the months of April and May, and sowing follows 
next. Throughout the main ragi area, however, the 
ploughing begins only in the· month of 1\Iay with the 
beginning of the rains. The ploughing is repeated 
several_ times according to the frequency of the rains and 
the time at the disposal of the raiyat ; the ploughing is 
followed by working the kunte in Bangalore and the 
Kolar Districts, and by the Dod-kunte in Chitaldrug and 
Shimoga; the weeds and stubble are collected and burnt ; 
and manure either carted already before the ploughing is 
begun or lat~r, generally at 10 cart loads an acre is spread 
and the land is again ploughed once or worked with the 
kunte. Levelling implements and clod crushers already 
described are used as they ·may be needed and a final 
harrowing is given prior to sowing. 

Sowing is either broadcast or in drills. In the former 
case, the grain at the rate of 10 to 15 seers per acre is 
sown and covered by working the light wooden harrow ; 
if the seed bed should be somewhat dry and the soil 
likely to blow, in parts of the l\Iysore, Tumkur and 
Hassan Districts, Nagamangala, French-Rocks, Kunigal 
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and Channarayapatna, a herd of sheep is driven round and 
round over the field ; after this operation, furrows· are 
opened by the plough at intervals of about two . yards 
throughout the field in which avare (Dolichos lablab) the 
principal mixed crop is sown by hand and covered with 
the foot. 

Drills are used as a rule throughout Bangalore, Kolar, 
parts of Tumkur, Chitaldrug, Kadur .and Shimoga. 
The drill of the Bangalore and Kolar Districts is of the 
12 tined pattern ; elsewhere four tined and six tined 
drills are used ; behind the drill the sadde is attached 
(Vide description under implements), through which the 
avare is so\\n. After sowing, the land is worked with a 
brush harrow. 

In Shimoga, ragi is sown mixed with manure ; for this 
purpose, shallow furrows are drawn with a three tined hoe 
(called the Moodala, vide description) and in these the 
whole is then covered by a harrowing. 

In parts of Chitaldrug, in Hassan and Kadur and to Transplanting 

some small extent elsewhere, ragi is also transplanted on dry land ragi. 

the dry land ; for this purpose, the land is well prep.ared 
and manured, and shallow furrows are drawn by one of 
the different kinds of hoes or by the stout tined harrows; 
often the land is worked both lengthwise and crosswise; 
the seedlings are then planted at the corners of the 
squares ; the seedlings for this purpose are obtained from 
the thinnings of broadcast or drill sown fields. In such 
transplo.nted fields, no mixed crop of avare is grown. 

From the fourteenth day onwards, interculturing begins ~utercultur. 

and is continued about three times at intervals; as the ~~~eating 
sowing in every case is very thick, severe thinning is and . 

d h h . threahmg. 
necessary an t e oes effect th1a thoroughly; about three 
are usually thinned out ; the hoeings also bring the crop 
into lines where the ragi was sown broadcast; they also pull 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 5 
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out weeds and break up the surface crust. Hand weeding 
follows once more or sometimes twice and then the crop 
needs no .attention till harvest ; where the ragi comes up 
very luxuriant, it is usual, especially in Bangalore, to 
lightly graze it do'\\"11. From 4 to 4l months after sow
ing, the crop is ready for harvest ; the crop is cut down 
by the sickle, the unbound sheaves lie on the ground for 
three days, and then are put up in field stacks ; in the 
case of Kar ragi, there are generally rains at the .time of 
.the harvest, and harvesting and stacking have to be done 
very quick and the field stack or heaps turned over taking 
advantage of dry spells. The field stacks are removed to 
near the threshing floor where they are put up into skil
fully constructed stacks till the threshing time, i.e., about 
February. About two months after the harvest of the 
ragi, the mixed crop is ready and is gathered, the thresh
ing floors are meanwhile prepared by cleaning a circular 
space, loosening the surface lightly, watering it and 
tram.p.li.ng it well under the feet of bullocks or by 
means of stone rollers ; the floor is well plastered over 
with cowdung paste, figures of the raiyats' implements, 
such as ploughs, drills, hoes and carts, are drawn over the 
surface amidst much l'everent exultation, and the floor 
allowed to dry. From the middle of Januaq onwards, as 
the weather warms up, threshing is taken up, and con
ducted either by beating out the grain, or more generally 
by trampling it under the feet of bullocks ; also in recent 
years, especially in the Eastern Districts, by the use of a 
stone ·roller. The grain is then winnowed and cleaned, 
heaped up when the threshing is all finished, and the 
heap is worshipped by the raiyat and his family. It is 
seldom measured, as it is considered inauspicious, but 
carted home to be stored or sold. 

The yields of ragi vary greatly ; the best yields are in 
the kar ragi areas where 600 to 700 seers per acre are 
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obtained. Yields however up to 800 or !JOO can be 
obtained on dry land well manured and when the rains 
are favourable. The average yield for the State can be 
taken to be 250 or 300 seers per acre. Irrigated ragi 
gives as much as 1,200 to 1,400 seers per acre. The 
straw of ragi is considered the best among the cereal 
!;traws of the State; the straw of irrigated ragi is very 
coarse and woody; as a ~atter of fact, the straw is -not 
harvested at all but is left in the field to be grazed down ; 
in this case, only the earheads are gathered to be dried 
and threshed. For nse, ragi is ground in"to a· fine meal 
jn the household stone mills ; cooked into a kind of 
pudding is the commonestiorm in which it is eaten; it 
is made into a kind of unleavened bread, and also eaten 
as a gruel. (vide Volume I, Chapter IX). 

The production of ragi in the State per year may be Total annua.I 

taken to be 600,000 tons roughly ; there is a considerable production. 

export, but hardly any import. 

Improvements in the methods of ragi cultivation which 
are being popularised by the State Department of Agri
culture as the result of trials, extended over a number of 
years on the Hebbal Experimental Farm, consist of the 
following 

(1) The use of the improved plough and the six-shovel 
cultivator for the preparation of the ground so that a larger 
area may be covered and the ploughing made thorough ; 

(2) the rotation of ragi with ground-nuts; 
(3) the sowing of ragi in drills in preference to broad

casting; 
(4) the ploughing of the land immediately after harvest 

in view of the beneficial action of the operation on the succeed
ing crop; 

(5) the growing of a {,'feen manure crop of some legume 
to be sown in the first rains of April and ploughed in in mid
July, the sowing of the ragi to follow about a fortnight after; 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 5*. 
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(6) the growing of .the better yielding varieties, such as 
H22 and other strains, isolated and tested on the Farm and 
multiplied on the holdings of selected raiyats; 

(7) the selection of large earheads for seed in the field 
itself and later the selection of the heavy seed for sowing; and 

(8) the use of the labour saving threshing appliances such 
as the stone roller and the threshing machine. 

Along most of these lines considerable progress has 
been made. 

Next to ragi,jola is the most important dry land food crop. 
The area under this crop in 1923-24 was · 601,845 acres. 
On the black cotton soils, it generally takes the place of 
ragi as the main food crop; in the 1\fysore District, it is 
grown extensively in other soils also; in 1\Iaddagiri, 
Koratagere, Goribidnur and Sira., it is raised as an irrigated 
crop during the summer mo~ths from January onwards. 
The Districts of Chitaldrug and 1\fysore are, however, the 
most important jola tracts, the eastern taluks of Shimoga 
and Kadur coming next. In these t~acts, it is the staple 
food of the people. 

As in the case of ragi, a large number of' varieties are 
grown in the State. The most important group are the 

. varieties sown as the main south-west monsoon crop; in 
Mysore, these are sown very early and sometimes as early 
as the middle of March but usually before the second 
week of April; and in the Chitaldrug District the sowings 
are late, continuing into May and June. The second 
group belong to the later monsoon and raised in the 
months of October onwards. . Both these groups are 
grown for grain and for fodder ; another type is grown 
solely for the sake of .the green fodder ; very little being 
allowed to seed. 

Jola varietides are stinguished by the' shape, size and 
colour of the earheads; these are either compact, or loose 
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to varying degrees ; the glumes are either dark or white; 
and the grain is white, yellow or red. The type grown 
in the hingar season is principally the white jola, both 
compact and loose earhead types, and those with white 
grains but with white and dark glumes; The latter are 
also raised as irrigated crops, principally in Sira, Madda~ 
giri and Goribidnur 'Taluks. In years when the north~ 
east monsoon fails and the large tanks are empty, in-these 
taluks, it is grown in the tank beds on the rich silt of 
which the crop grows luxuriantly. 

The preparation of the field for jola does not differ Cultivation 

f I b method. materially rom that fo!' ragi, except that a very e a orate 
tilth is not attempted as in the case of ragi ; for the same 
reason jola can be seen grown even on the rough land on 
which ragi is not usually thought of. In the black 
cotton soils, a shallow tilth is aimed at, the land is 
generally worked with the doddakunte instead of the 
plough and manured. In the Mysore District as the 
sowings are very early, jola is sown even on lands only 
imperfectly prepared, the subsequent interculturing being 
deemed sufficient to make up for imperfect preparatory 
cultivation. Sowings are generally either in drills or in 
plough furrows ; in the Chitaldrug and Shimoga and 
adjoining black cotton soil areas, drill sowing is general. 
The drills used have from 3 to 6 tines with bowls made 
suitable to the size of the seed ; and the tines are 
about 9 inches apart. Jola mixed with cattle manur13 
and sown by hand in plough furrows is the custom here. 
Covering the seed is by the bolukunte in the case of the 
drill sown jola; where sown in plough furrows, seed is 
covered by ploughing an aclditional furrow. Like ragi, 
in the case of jola also, except in the case of besike jola or 
irrigated jola, a mixed or akkadi crop is sown, togare 
being the one generally grown for this purpose. In 
Chitaldrug, however, it is usual to raise a great variety of 
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such crops principally for the household needs of the 
raiyat,. viz., avare, togari, menthya., alsande and pundi. 
After the crop comes up, in Mysore it is usual to give one 
ploughing close to each row of jola, which serves to earth 
up the rows and to collect such water as the rains bring 

· close to the roots of the plants. In the other dis
. tricts, the yede kunte·s already described are used to 
inte1·cultivate and weed twice before the rows close up. 
During the earlier stages, i.e., before the heads begin to 
appear, the field is guarded against cattle as the young 
jola brings on bioating and often death in cattle grazing 
on it; when the heads appear and until harvest, a per
petual watch has to be kept against birds which levy a 
heavy toll. Tall perches are erected in the fields from 
which the raiyats keep up a w.·eat . din to scare away 
birds. In Mysore, trees grown in the hedge row or 
planted occasionally in the field itself for this purpose are 
often trained with~ :flat head so as to form a. permanent 
perch. In 4 to 4! months the crop is ready to harvest ; 
the plants are cut close to the ground and stacked in the 
field temporarily. It is also usual especially in Chitaldrug 
to harvest the earheads separately. These are stored in a 
large temporary -field bin made of the stalks themselves. 

Threshing is done by trampling out the grain under 
the feet of cattle ; except in Mysore, this has been replaced 
by the method of threshing under the stone threshing 
roller ; on some of the larger threshing :floors ir; ... • ~se 
.tracts, two or three rollers may be seen worked simul
taneously one behind the other on the same heap. 
The grain is preserved in underground receptacles or 
hagetntS as the ragi, while grain intended for seed 
is preserved in the ·moodes already described. The 
stalks form· the most important dry fodder in these 
tracts and is put up in large substantial stacks; some of 
these are so large that the ~anding up. of the sheaves is 
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aloncr tall ladders or by means of a kind of see-saw hoist. 
0 . 

This is a clever and simple contrivance and worthy of 
description. A tall post is fixed by the side of the·stack, 
about half a way down its height is slung loosely a long 
cross pole which can be worked see-saw fashion; to one 
end of this cross pole the sheaf to be raised is hooked on, 
a man pulls at the other end by which the she~f end is 
raised to the top of the stack ; the sheaf can be also 
slung around to wherever it may be wanted on the stack, 
by the man moving the power end of the sea-saw suitably. 
After the stacks are built, they are well thatched over with 
the dry stalks of the togari plants. 

The yield of grain wlll generally range from 400 to 700 
seers; irrigated jola will yield up to 1,000 seers. Jola is 
eaten either by grinding into flour out of which unleavened 
bread is made, or is broken and cooked like rice. J ola 
is, unlike ragi, subject to pests and diseases; the young 
crop is preyed upon by the kambali hula, hairy caterpillar, 
(A msacta albistriga) which is a serious pest; these grubs 
hatch out about the same time as the jola is sown and 
soon become so numerous and active that whole fields 
are often wiped out, necessitating a re-sowing altogether. 
The jola grasshopper is an occasional visitor ; about ten 
years ago there was a serious outbreak in Honnali and 
Shimoga but in subsequent years, the pest has not 
appeared. The jola fly is another enemy ; in the Mysore 
District, it becomes serious in some years ; the young 
earheads are the portions attacked, the juice being suclteJ. 
and no grain forming at all. Another serious pest is the 
Kadike or smut, which is prevalent more in the Chitaldrug 
tract than elsewhere. Stored in bags or abo\·e ground 
bins, jola is subject to weevil attacks which, in serious 
canes, besides preying upon the grain, will render such as 
is left absolutely unfit for food. The Department of 
Agricuhure has all these pests well in hand and timel~· 

'fields anti 
Pests 
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measures are taken by the District £taff to combat 
them. 

Navane is another important dry land grain crop. It 
is grown extensively in the Mysore a!ld Chitaldrug Dis
tricts. In the latter district, it is grown practically only 
on the black cotton soil. In 1\Iysore, it is grown on red 
soils also. Except the varieties known as garden navane 
which are grown either as irrigated crops or in the moist 
situations, nava:p.e is seldom grown by itself. In Chitaldrug 
on the black cotton soil, it is grown as a mixed crop with 
the loc;1.l.cotton which is on this account often referred 
to as navane hatti. The two crops are sown at the same 
time, five to seven rows of navane alternating with one 
of cotton. Navane is harvested in three months after 
which the rows are ploughed up or harrqwed which 
helps the cotton to shoot up. Elsewhere it is grown as 
a mixed crop along with ragi. There are a large number 
of varieties which fall into two types, one having a thin 
low compact earliead and the other a thick heavy and 
very much larger earhead which bends down by its 
weight .. In both these. types, tbere are white, yellow, dark 
and orange yellow coloured grains. The heavier type is 
the one often grown under irrigation. In Mysore, it is 
sown about the month of May along with early kar ragi. 
In Chitaldrug, it is sown in the· month of September in 
rows 9 inches apart. Cultivation . is given as for other 
dry crops; in three months, the crop matures ; it is har
veste'd like ragi. The grain is threshed straight away; 
the straw is not considered as of mucli value. Navane 
is eaten cooked like rice. ,An average yield when grown 
as a mixed crop may be taken as 600 lbs. per acre. 

Sajje is the next most extensively grown dry land 
grain. It is grown extensively in the Chitaldrug, l\Iysore 
and Kolar Districts. It is grown both as a pure crop and 
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as a mixed crop sown along with ragi. The varieties 
differ in size, colour of the ear-heads and in the presence 
or absence of awns. Though many varieties may be 
distinguished among the crop as generally grown, ~ 
variety with a thin greenish ear-head and the thick 
a-w11ed pinkish variety called mullu sajje are the ones 
gown mainly. 

It is grown on the cotton soil much in the same way 
as jola; it is also usual to grow it on red loam and even 
gravelly soils especially in the Kolar District; in this 
district, it can be seen grown under irrigation in wet 
lands. 

It is grown as a principal crop like jola in which case a Cultivation 
. d f k' d . I th .. . t If methods. nuxe crop o some m IS a so sown ; or e sane 1 se 

may be sown as a mixed crop in ragi ; the sowing season 
is the main Mungar; land is prepared as for jola or ragi, 
and the grain is so-w11 mixed with . manure in plough· 
furrows through a Sadde or through one of the ordinary 
seed drills, giving rows 1 foot or 18'' apart, the seed rate 
being 6 lbs. per acre. The crop is intercultured and 
thinned out as for other 'dry crops. If there are heavy 
::,howers at flowering time, the pollen is washed away and 
seeds do not set properly. Harvest commences in 
October; the plants are cut like jola and stacked; at 
threshing time the ear-heads are cut off and threshed. 
About QOO lbs. of grain is a good yield. The grain is 
eaten cooked like rice. 

Save is another minor grain grown to some extent in 
the districts of Mysore, Chitaldrug, Tumkur and Kolar. 
It is grown both as a pure crop and as a mixed crop, 
along with ragi; when gl'own alone, it is sown mostly on 
the poorer sandy soils ; when, however, owing to the 
failure of the seasonal rainfalls ragi cannot be sown, save 
is sown on the better class soils also. Two varieties are 

Save 
Panicum 
miliare). 
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recognized, a tall heavily bearing variety called Hire-save 
and a dwarf variety called kiri-siive. Varieties differing 
in colour of grain such as white, dark.and yellow are also 
to be seen in both the types. The taller variety is the 
one which is chosen for sowing on the better class soils 
and also for sowing as a mixed crop with ragi. The 
dwarf variety is sown on the poorer class of soils. 

The grain is generally sown after the end of the main 
Mungar rain and before· the beginning of the Hingar, 
that is to say about the end of August. The grain ripens 
in three months and is harvested and threshed in the 
same way as the other grains. From good soils about 
three to four pallas of grain can be expected. 

The straw is esteemed good fodder; the grain is eaten 
boiled whole like rice and ground into flour for making 
cakes. 

Bar!lgu is another inferior millet grown to an insignifi
cant extent; as it is the earliest to mature among cereal 
grains, it is sown mostly by the poorer class of raiyats 
who wish to have some grain before the main crop of ragi 
is harvested. It 'is sown both as a Mungar as well as 
Hingar crop. It ripens in 2! months, when it is pulled 
out and threshed. The crop is very small in height and 
with a very poor vegetation gl'O'wth. The straw is 
therefore insignificant. 

Hiira.ka, is grown extensively in the districts of 
Bangalore, Tumkur and Kolar. It is about the hardiest 
amongst the dry land cereals, and will struggle on even in 
the most trying season and yield a small crop. It is 
sown only on the rough and poor varieties of soils and 
on the fields situated far away from the villages. As a 
matter of fact, it is only with a view to get some grain 
crop on the poorer lands and even when the season may be 
unfavourable that it is sown. The land is given very 
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little preparatory tillage ; the grain is sown, either 
broadcast or in rows, about the middle of June before 
the main ragi sowing commences. 

It receives little or no attention except one hoeing with 
the kunte. ,Jt takes 6 to 7 months to ripen. The grain is 
exceedingly coarse; it is pounded to remove the thick shiny 
husk and ground into flour for eating. The straw is 
insignificant and also not reckoned good fodder .. 

Wheat is grovn1 to a very small extent only in the black 
cotton soil tracts of the State, viz., Chitaldrug, Shimoga, 
Kadur, :Mysore and Tumllll', the total area under the crop 
being between 5,000 to.5,500 acres annually. During the 
year 1922-23, the total area under this crop was 5, 765 
acres the extent of cultivation having fallen to 2508 during 
the year 1923-24. In the Tumkur and Chitaldrug Dis
tricts, it is grown on other soils alsoc hiefly under irrigation. 
On the black cotton soil lands, it is grown as a dry crop. 
Two varieties are grown. Triticum vumococum and 
Triticum spelta. The usual sowing season is in the 
Hingar or North-East Monsoon. It is sown in plough 
furrows, or sown broadcast ; when gmwn under irrigation, 
it is sown usually as a Vaisak crop, that is, sown in the 
month of January. In both the cases, the crop is well 
attended to ; weeding by bullock hoes and also hand 
weeding being given. 

In three months the crop ripens and is harvested; in the 
case of the ~<pelta wheat, the grain is beaten by sticks ~o 
sC;parate the seed. · The crop is much subject to rust; 
sometimes whole fields may be attacke'd and the crop 
ruined. 

Whea~ 
(Triticum 
sativum). 

A t•are is one of the important articles of food of the Pulses: 
Avare Mysore raiyat. Every raiyat raises at least enough for his (Doliclwo• 

domestic needs. The crop is never raised pure but is lablabl or 
Ballar. 

grown as a mixed crop with ragi. Sown along with ragi, it 
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comes to maturity only about the end of January; but 
from December onwards the green pods are picked and 
sold as a vegetable. The crop is harvested when the pods 
are quite dry; it is threshed by beating the pods when 
quite dry with sticks. The haulms form excellent 
grazing· and are to a considerable extent gathered and 
stacked. A great part, however, is grazed down in the field 
itself: 

A number of varieties exist, the differences arising . 
from the colour of the seed coat and the shape of the 
pulse, _i.e., whether rounded or oval; the colours are 
purple, cream colour and white. There is also a variety 
which matures very much earlier than the field varieties. 
The seeds of this as well as of the other pulses are subject 
to weevil pest and are difficult to keep sound. Specially 
made straw 'ftWodes, are used in which the quantity 
meant for seed is preserved ; ashes, chillies and some of 
the chaff are put in along with the seed in the belief that 
they keep away insects. The pulse is usually sold split 
and the seed coat removed. 

' Considered as a human food Tog are or Tuver is the most 
important among the pulses of the State. The total area 
under togare in the State in 1923-24 was 153,903 acres. It 
is grown on all kinds of soils. Soils not deficient in lime 
are, said to yield the best quality. Quality consists in the 
readiness with which the pulse softens on boiling. It is 
grown as a mixed crop both with ragi and with jola ; as 
in the case of avare, this crop also comes to maturity long 
after the ragi or jola is harvested; that is about the 
middle of January. 'When mature, the plants are cut at 
the base and are brought to the thershing floor and 
stacked. The pulse is threshed out by piling the crop in 
a thick layer on the threshing floor and beating out with 
a stick. In Chitaldrug, the stone roller used for threshing 
jola and ragi is used for this purpose. 
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The empty pods and chaff are used as fodder and the 
dry plants used as fuel, and to a small extent for making 
cart hurdles and for thatching jola stacks. 

The pulse is split and husked for consumption, by 
inducing incipient sprouting and then drying and split
ting in a grinding mill. The germination is . brought 
about by mixing the pulse with wet red earth and piling 
it loose; the pile is opened and heaped twice over in the 
course of a day; the sprouts then become slightly visible, 
and the pulse is then dried in the sun, freed fro!Il the 
adhering earth and then passed through the splitting 
stone mills. 

A garden variety which grows into a tall and highly 
branching bush is often planted round sugar-cane fields and 
in gardens. This bears longer and larger pods in great 
abundance which are picked for use as a green vegetable. · 

Bengal-gram, called k(tdale or chenna, is another pulse Bengal-gram 

groV\'11 extensively. The total area in the State under the i':~[11um). 
crop in 1923-24 was 56,904 acres. It is grown almost ex-
clusively on the black cotton soils,-on the wet black clays, 
and on the beds of tanks when these dry up. Mysore and 
Chitaldrug are the districts where notable areas are grown 
with this crop. Unlike uvare and togare, this pulse is 
always grown pure, that is by itself. It is a cold weather 
crop and is sown late iri the North-east :Monsoon, i.e., 
from October· onwards up to· December. On· the black 
cotton soil, it follows cotton, or any the minor crops lik~ 
corianiler. In many cases, it .is the only crop raised on 
the land in the year. This 'happens on the wet lands 
when no lliirthik crop is raised and when the tanks do 
not receive enough water for a Vaisiik crop. Four 
varieties which are distinguished by the colour of the 
seed, viz., black, dark brown, white and yellow exist but 
are grown indiscriminately; the variety with the dark 
broVI'll colour is the one which · is grown to the largest 
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extent. Except when grown as the single crop of the 
year, ·the soil is not worked up to a fine tilth; seed is sown 
in plough furrows and is also broadcasted. Little 
attention is paid to interculture ; the crop comes to 
maturity in about three months; the heavy dews of the 
cold months of December, January and February are said 
to b~ greatly beneficial to the crop. 

Considerable quantities of the crop are sold when it is 
only partially ripe to be eaten green or cooked as a 
vegetable. When dead~ripe, the plants are pulled out 
and the pulse beaten out on the threshing floor. 

The pulse is eaten in .various ways, fried, whole and 
salted, parched and split, cooked with a variety of dishes 
or ground into flour and made into a number of sweet· 
meats. lt is fed to cattle, often softened by soaking in 
water; it is seldom fed to horses in this State, though in 
other parts of India this is one of its chief uses. 

Horse-gram- is the most extensively grown pulse of the 
State; about 800,000 to 900,000 acres being put down 
every year; about a third of this acreage is contributed by 
the Mysore District. During the year 1922~23, the total 
area under this crop was 714,698 acres. It is grown 
either as the sole crop of the year or following a Mungar 
crop of Jola, or gingelly. It is grown nearly always as a 
pure crop but in the 'Mysore District hutchellu comes as 
a mixed crop with it, and in Hassan and in parts of 
Tumkur, it is grown under castor as a mixed crop. On 
all rough new land, it is raised as a preparatory crop for a 
year or two by which time the land comes into a fit 
condition for growing ragi. Most of the sm·plus lands 
of the raiyat which he cannot prepare sufficiently well in 
time for the ragi crop is also put under horse gram. In 
years when the M ungiir rains fail and even grains like 
,siive cannot be put in also for a like reason, the land is 
soVIm to horse gram in the North-east Monsoon, if the soil 
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is red, and to Bengal gram or wheat or other black cotton 
soil crops on the black cotton soils. In normal years, on 
the good red soils, horse gram is grown extensively as a 

. second crop after jola or kar ragi in the Mysore District; 
in the other districts following gingelly, fodder jola or 
hutchellu, or other minor early crop of the South-west 
Monsoon. Black seeded and brown seeded varieties exist; 
but the brown variety is the one 'grown most extensively. 

Sowing is generally by broadcasting; the field is then 
ploughed up to cover the seed ; but sowing in plough 
furrows with a view to interculturing is also common, 
especially in Hassan and in parts of the adjoining Districts 
of Mysore and Turnk"llr. _The sowing time is in the months 
of S~ptember and October. Except in these areas, horse 
grain receives no attention after sowing. ·when the crop 
grows rank, it is lightly grazed down. A large quantity of 
green material, both stalks and pods, is removed as green 
feed to cattle and sheep. The crop is ready for harvest .in 3l 

. months, and is pulled out and stacked. Threshing. is 
under the stone roller, but beating out by sticks and tramp
ling out under the feet of oxen are more common. About 
two pallas per acre may be taken as the average yield. 
Both the husks, chaff and the ~traw are fed to cattle. 
Horse gram is chiefly used as the main concentrated feed of 
the working cattle of the State. Its use as human food 
is comparatively insignificant. As the State grows a very 
large area, there is a co~siderable export trade in horse 
gram. 

Blackgrarn or Uddu (Phaseolus rnungo), green gram Other pnlses. 

or hesaru (Pha.,eolus mdiatus), cowpea or alsandi (Vigna 
catjang). Black gra~ is grown as an early monsoon crop 
on the black cotton soils; also to wme extent on wet lands 
3;s a catch crop preceding the main paddy crop. It is 
further put in occasionally as one of the mixed crops with 
jola where often several kinds of seed are sown mixed 
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togther. Two varieties exist, a small seeded one and a 
large seeded one, the latter being rather larger than a 
pepper corn. Sowing is in the months of April and 1\Iay ; 
little is done by way of manuring and weeding ; the crop 
is harvested in from three to four months, after which the 
stubble is ploughed in for paddy on the wet lands, or is 
followed by wheat, coriander or bili jola on the black 
uotton soil. The larger seeded variety is sown ·in the 
main season in August. 

Green gram is also raised in a similar manner on 
the s.ame class of soils; it is, however, grown on the red 
soils also and on the wet lands to a much larger extent 
than black gram; alsandi or cowpea is grown largely on 
the black cotton soils as a pure crop and also as a mixture. 
It is common on the red soils also especially in the eastern 
taluks of 1\Iysore where it is grown as a mixed crop in 
rows ~ith ragi. . Two varieties are grown, one with a large 
seed and luxuriant leaf growth and the other small seeded 
and less bushy. · 

Both green gram and black gram are also raised as 
catch crops on wet lands. 

These pulses are used principally as human food and 
for this purpose are prepared in a number of ways. To a 
small extent they form part of the concentrated ration of 
milch cows and buffaloes for which purpose they are ground 
up into a mash with other ingredients like cotton seeds. 

The total area under oil-seeds of all kinds in the State 
amounted to 475,613 acres in 1923-24. The oil seeds 
grownare:-

(1) Gingelly or Sesamum ; 
(2) Hutchellu or Niger; 
(3) Castor; 
(4) Ground-nut; and to a small extent 
(5) Saffiower ; and 
(6) Linseed. 
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Other oil-seeds produced largely in the State consist of 
honge (Pongamia glabra), hippe (Bassia latifolia) and 
neem (melia. azadirachta), but as these are not agricul
tural crops they are not noticed here further. 

Gingelly is one of the important crops sown early in the Gingelly 

South-West Monsoon. The total area under gingelly in ~~i~.!:~ 
192:2-23 was 76,914 acres. About l of the total area 
under oil-seeds is generally under gingelly ; the area of 
early rainfall, t,iz., the south-west taluks of Mysore grow 
the largest acreage. It is sown largely on the red loams and 
on the soils inclined to be sandy, as a dry crop. As a semi-
irrigated crop it is raised on the paddy lands in the Cauvery 
valley, aud under tanks ori clay soils also, where it is taken 
as a catch crop in the same way as the different kinds of 
pulses described above. Gingelly is usually followed by 
another crop in the same year, horse gram or jola or a 
minor millet in the dry lands and paddy on the wet lands. 
Gingelly is said to be an exhausting crop and is popularly 
believed to be prejudicial to the succeeding grain crop. 

The dry land fields in tended for gingelly are ploughed 
and prepared well as usuaJ; the land has to be in readiness 
for the crop quite early in the season; lands which are 
ploughed in the early April showers of the year or which 
were ploughed after harveHt the previous season, provided 
there were suitable rains, are usually taken up. 

There are two varieties, one black Beeded and the other 
white seeded, the former being the variety generally culti
vated. 

The Reed being very small in size is mixed with earth, 
a,;hes ol' mouldy ragi from hagevus and then is sown either 
hrmtdcast or in drills. The fields are hoed with the kunte 
after the plants grow up and are also hand weeded. The 
cwp is ready for harvest in three months. The plants are 
then pulled nut and taken to the threshing floor; threshing 

M. Gr. YOL. IIJ.:, 6 
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is_ exceedingly simple, the bundles are shaken upside down 
so that such of the capsules as have opened in the field 
itself shed the seeds ; the bundles are stacked for a few 
days when all the capsules dry and open; they are then 
shaken and also beaten to get out all the seed ; as brought 
from the threshing floor, the seeds are mixed with a lot of 
earth and gravel and require much winnowing and screen
ing out. 

An acre would yield about 200 seers of seed, but the 
crop is somewhat delicate and uncertain. 

The seed is used principally for the extraction of the 
oil which is the most important among the edible oils used 
by the people. "With the poor classes it really takes the 
place of butter or ghee. The oil-cake is a highly priced 
cattle food and is largely fed to milk cows and buffaloes. 
The seed to some extent also enters into the preparation of 
various dishes. 

The ~talk all.d chaff are merely used as fuel. 

H utchellu or Niger is also an extensively grown oil-seed 
throughout the State. Unlike gingelly, it is not gro~il 
usually as a pure crop but mostly as a subordinate crop 
mixed with ragi if sown in the main season or with horse 
gram if sown later. About the month of November, it 
is a most conspicuous crop in the dry fields in many parts 
of the State, where the rows of the crop are picked out in 
the showy yellow flowers with which it b covered. Even 

· though the akkadi rows may not be entirely devoted to this 
crop, it is always part of the mixture of seeds used for 
this purpose, and· th~re will consequently be a fair per
centage of this crop along with the avare, fodder jola or 
other akkadi crop. "\Vhen sown with ragi as a mixed crop, 
it is sown about the end of June; if as in parts of the 

· Mysore District it is sown after kar ragi, or Mungar jola, 



n] AGRICULTURE 83 

it is sown by itself or along with horse gram in the month 
of September. It is also said to stand a certain amount 
of waterlogging in the dry lands. ·when in flower, the· 
crop furnishes along with a lot of other green material, 
excellent green feed for cattle and sheep ; for this pl!l'pose
a considerable portion is cut. ' 

The crop matures in three to four months; the plants 
are then cut down at the base and are stacked. They are 
spread out to dry and the seeds are beaten out and win
nowed out of the chaff. 

Castor is the most extensively grown oil seed in the Castor or 

State, the acreage amounting to more than 1-3rd of the ~~~~8 
whole area under oil-seed·s. The total area under this crop communis). 

during 19:2:2-23 and 1923-24 was 111,726 and 116,982 
acres respectively. It is grown throughout the State and 
mostly the red and ash coloured soils are put under the 
crop ; but rough soils are also taken up specially where 
holdings are large, and the comparatively intensively ragi 
cultivation is not possible on the whole area. The crop is 
of the main crop type, and occupies the ground throughout 
the cropping season. It is almost always grown by itself, 
the growing of a crop of horse gram under it between the 
castor rows being to some extent in vogue in Hassan. 

The better lands are given thorough preparation by Cultivation 
repeated ploughing and working with kuntes and a good methods •• 

seed bell is prepared. Plough furrows are then made 
both lengthwise and crosswise at a distance of about four' 
feet, and at the intersection of the furrows a little cattle 
manure is put in and two seeds are planted. This practice 
is followed in the districts of Tumkur, Chitaldrug and 
Kolar; elsewhere it is common to make only the longitudi-
nal furrows at a distance of 3 to 4 feet and plant the seeds 
fairly closely at about a foot from each other. The sowing 
is in the month of June. There are several varieties, but 
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only two are grown as annual field crops ; one of these has 
a reddish stem, while the other has a greenish stem, a 
bluish white bloom covering the stem in both the cases. 
The seeds of these are medium sized. There is a larger 
seeded variety and a very small seeded variety, which grow 
as perennials in gardens and backyards and in the margin 
of sugar-cane fields. The latter is esteemed best for the 
extraction of oil for medicinal purposes. There is also a 
large red ornamental variety which grows very tall and in 
which the inflorescence is strikingly red in colour. · 

After the plants come up, the large spaces between the 
rows are worked with the plough so that the rows are 
earthed up, a furrow being made close to the row, and the 
interspaces well weeded. The rows themselves are also 
handweeded, and thinned out. In Chitaldrug and the 
adjoining districts, the bladed kuntes are worked both 
lengthwise and cross\vi.se, the regular check board like 
planting making this easy. This hoeing is 1·epeated twice 
till the fields are absolutely clean. . · 

In three months the plants begin to flower and fruit and 
from December onwards the fruit bunches are picked and 
the picking is continued as the bunches keep ripening; by 

out February the picking ceases; the fruits are spread 
t in the sun and well beaten out to separate the hard 
:sk from the seed. 

Ca11tor pests. The standing ~rop in its earlier stages is subject to the 
attacks of the castor semi-looper called Kondli Hula 
(Achoea J anata, Dr.} This causes considerable damage, 
and cases where the plants are completely defoliated are 
not uncommon. A good shower of rain mitigates the 
mJury. Spraying with lead arsenite is recommended .and 
spraying outfits and solutions are supplied by the Agri
cultural Department. Methods of prevention by cheaper 
methods are also advised in special leaflets published by 
the Department. 
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The seeds are used for the extra.ction of the oil which 
finds use as a medicine, as unguent, and as lamp oil ; in 
recent years the use of kerosine for lamps has reduced the 
use of castor oil for this purpose which used to be one of 
its chief uses. The seeds are largely exported. Local 
mills also handle it to some extent. Further information 
will be found under manures and oils cakes. 

The ground-nut as a field crop finds no mention in that 
exhaustive a.ccount of the Agriculture of 1\Iysore recorded 
in Buchanan's Journey frotn Madras, nor is it referred to 
in the last edition of this Gazetteer; and yet the crop is 
grovm on an area of over 100,000 acres at the present time. 
It is an instance of a crop which, though comparatively a. 
new introduction to the State, has yet been taken up to an 
extent which is truly remarkable. . 

The bulk of the cultivation is in the Districts of Banga
lore, Tumkur and Kolar but it is rapidly extending into the 
other districts, notably the south-eastern taluks of 1\Iysore. 
Were it not that the crop is subject to the ravages of wild 
pigs and jackals, its ~ultivation would have extended more 
rapidly and into most of the other parts of the State as well . 
. The cultivation is principally as a dry land crop; in the 

Goribidnur Taluk and its neighbourhood, it is grown on the 
wet lands also under more or less semi-irrigated conditions. 
It is cultivated only in the better class soils, the light red, 
and ashy coloured loams inclined to be sandy as well as on 
the stiffer loams. It is at present grown only as the main 
crop of the year, but earlier maturing varieties called1 

Spanit>h and small Japan have been introduced by the 
Department of Agriculture, and these are grown as the 
early mont>oon crop to be followed by jola or an inferior· 
millet. 

Ground-nuts 
(Arachu 
hypogoea). 

The long established variety has a much spreading habit, Vari~tiet. 
takeK about five months to matme, and bears thin long 
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pods with three or four seeds in the pod. This is esteemed 
to be sweeter and is a great favourite with the people for 
eating purposes. The variety is confined to Bangalore 
largely and it is probably in the Bangalore District it was 
introduced first. The variety which is rapidly extending 
and is grown now most is called Biidami or Sime J(ayi is 
also a spreading long season variety but Vi'ith a thicker sh01·· 
ter pod with only two seeds in the pod. This is reckoned to 
have a higher oil content though not as nice to eat as the 
local variety. In addition to these are other varieties intro· 
duced by the Department of Agriculture, the same Japan 
and Spanish referred to already, which are erect in their 
habit of growth and also mature in 3! months and Mauri· 
tius and Virginia which are trailing long duration -varieties 
with large pods. 

The land intended for the crop receives a good prepara· 
tory tillage in the early monsoon rains; sowing is in July 
for the long season variety and May for the early maturing 
variety. Seeds are sown in plough furrows about one foot 

· apart and about 4" in the rows from each other. After the 
·.plants come up, the rows _are worked with a kunte ; this 
may be repeated in the case of the erect varieties. In the 
case of the spreading variety, the crop will have to be · 
thoroughly hand weeded. In from 3l to 5~ months 
according to the variety the -crop matures, the leaves 
become yellowish and begin to dry. During the later 
stages -of the crop, for about a month or two, the crop 
has to be guarded against the ravages of crows by day and 
of. pigs and jackals by night .. Digging out the pods is 
laborious; in the case of the early erect varieties, the ope· 
ration is less difficult as there may be rains at the time 
rendering the ground soft ; also as the pods all form 
immediately round the base of the plant in a bunch. 'Vith 

" theL·l6ng <duration varieties, the· harvest ·time usually 
coinbides ·with the cessation of the rains for- the year and 
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the ground becomes very hard. About one-third of the 
crop will have to be paid as wages for digging. If the 
ground is not very hard, it is usual to plough t)le land in . 
order to help the pickers to gather the pods more readily. 
The pods are dried well before they are sold. or sent to 
market for sale ; the haulms are fed to cattle if the 
crop is harvested in time, otherwise they are left in the 
:field as they become too dry to be fed when harvesting is · 
delayed. 

The later maturing varieties yield more. than the Yields. 

early varieties. About 500 lbs. of the latter . and 
800 lbs. of the former may be taken as average yields 
per acre. 

Under irrigation they-may be expected to yield twice 
or thrice these quantities. With the exception of the 
comparatively small quantity used as food in the State, 
the large annual. production is exported ; the country oil 
mills and the Anderson Oil Expellers also take up some 
for-milling in the State. ·The oil-cake is rapidly becoming 
known as a cattle food and as a valuable manure due to the 
endeavours of the Agricultural Department which has 
been popularising it against the initial prejudices of the· 
raiyat. 

Safflower and linseed are grown to a very small extent,· Sa.ftlower and 

principally for the individual needs, of the raiyat. They Linseed. 

are grown as mixed crop along with whe.at in. the black 
cotton soils, in the Mysore and Chitaldrug Districts .. · ·The 
Safflower is generally grown all round the margin of the: 
:field as its spiny leaves prevent· the. inroads. of cattle into 
the fields of cotton, jola.. or wheat. Safflower of two 
varieties., i.e., a large seeded and a, small seeded :variety, are 
grown; both, however, are grown for· their. seeds which. 
:find use solely as an article of ,food. · .n is not grown· in 
SUfficient quantitie~ _for -the expression ·Of oil,. : , 
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The fibre crops raised as annual crops in the State are:-. 
(1) Cotton; 
(2) Sanabu or Sann hemp ; and 
(3) Poondi or Bimlipatam Jute. 

The raiyats' requirements for ropes and striking and all 
forms of cordage are also inet from the following fibres :-

( 4) aloe and . 
(5) coir or the fibre of cocoa-nut husks, and 

· (6) from the tender leaves of the Date palm. 

The cultivation of cotton is confined to the Chitaldrug 
and parts of the Tumkur, Shimoga, Kadur and Mysore 
Districts. Until recently, it used to be grown only on the 
black cotton soils in the State as the indigenous variety 
. cannot be raised successfully on any other soil ; but with 
the introduction of the American Upland variety, called 
Dharwar-American, which can be grown on the red soils as 
well, practically all kinds of soils are put dovm to the crop. 
The annual area :under the crop has steadily increased, 
reaching about 100,000 acres. In 1923-24, the total area. 
under this crop was 88,283 acres as against 147,280 acres 
in 1919-20, 125,125 in 1918-19, 56,669 in 1921-22 and 
83,120 acres in 1922-23. On the black cotton soils of the 
l'.-Narsipur and Chamrajnagar 1I'aluks, cotton is begin
ning to be displaced by dry land mulberry as the price of 
silk has been very encouraging. 

The varieties grown are two indigenous types of Gossyp .. 
. i·um herbaceum, both called Sannahatti ; viz., (1) grown in 
the Mysore District which is the Nadam cotton of Coim
batore; (2) grown in Chitaldrug called the Chitaldrug San
hatti ; and two types of Gossypiu·m hirsldum the American 
Upland Cotton) viz., (1) the Dharwar-American and (2) 
the Cambodia .Cotton. The last has been only a recent, 
introduction being about eight or nine years under culti
vation in the S~ate. The first two types differ in many 
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respects from the second two types; the former have a. tall 
habit of growth, the branches growing mostly upwards 
giving the plants a tall and spindly appearance, the stem 
and leaves are green throughout, while_ the flowers are deep 
yellow with an " eye " or dark spot inside at the base of the 
petals; the fruits are smaller, the cotton gives a smaller 
percentage of lint, and the yield per acre is also low. In 
the latter type, the branches grow more horizontally giving 
the plants a thick bushy appearance, the stems and the 
midribs of the leaves are reddish in colour, the leaves and 
fruits larger, the flowers cream coloured and with no 
"eye; " they mature earlier, give a. better yield and the 
percentage of lint is higher. The type is, however, not so 
hardy and is subject to disease notably a reddening of the 
leaves followed by the shedding of leaves and bolls. 

Cotton is grown either pure by itself or as a subordinate Rotation. 

crop. From December onwards the green pods are picked 
and sold as a vegetable. The crop is harvested when the 
pods are quite dry; it is threshed by beating the pods 
when quite dry with sticks. The haulms form excellent 
grazing and are to a considerable extent gathered and 
stacked. A great part, however, is grazed dow"D in the field 
itself. 

On the black cotton soils, cotton is always rotated with 
·jola; in the 'Mpore cotton tract, cotton is taken only once 
in three or four years on the same land, jola, wheat, 
pulses like cowpeas, Bengal gram, Black gram, etc., being 
grovm in the other years. On the red soils wher~ 
Doddahatti (Dharwar-American) is grown, the cotton may 
follow jola or ragi, according to the fancy of the raiyat. 

The preparation of the black cotton soil for cotton or Cultivation 

other crops has been described under " Soils" and also oflooal totton. 

under "Implements." The land is ploughed with the 
first heavy rains in the months of May and June; the 
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heavy Doddah."Unte is worked several times, the jola 
stubble is completely cleared, the field is manured with 
cattle manure and worked with the light kuntes. In 
about August, cotton is sown; fat this purpose, the seed 
is prepared by being rubbed up with wet earth and cow
dung which makes the fluff adhere to the seed; wwing 
is generally through a two tined drill, a saddle being tied 
behind each tine. Seed is covered with light kuntes. 
After the cotton is well above ground, interculturing is 
given thrice at frequent intervals with the special hatd 
k"llnk If ·the weather is too wet for these weedings and 
the interculturing is omitted, the crop receives a serious 
set back.· · 

For three months from February onwards pickings go 
on, usually three in number, as the bolls are in different 

. degrees of ripeness and do not therefore open at the same 
time. • Round Harihar, Davangere and Chitaldrug where 
good crops may be seen, yields up to 30 maunds of seed 
cotton per acre are reported; but about 12 maunds may 
be taken as a fair average. 

Coltivation of 
Dharwar. 
American 
cotton. 

Ctilti'Viltion of 
Cambodia 
cotton. 

In the case of the Dharwar-American cotton, the sow
ings are much earlier; the red soils admit of ploughing 
even with ordinary showers unlike the black cotton soils. 
The land is prepared as for any other dry crop and the 
cotton is sown through saddes in the month of May or 
early June, The field is also set out chessboard fashion 
by working a plough or a cotton drill (witbout the sadde) 
lengthwise and crosswise, and the seed is sown at the 
intersections much in the.same way as castor. Intercul· 
ture and weeding are as already described. The pickings 
finish by the end of the year. 

Cambodia cotton is gl.OWil under irrigation in Hiriyur 
and Challakere, and as a dry crop in Chamarajnagar; yields 
up.to 40 maunds of- seed. cptton per acre are obt~ined; 
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provided the plants do not become diseased. But both the 
varieties are subject to the attacks of the stem borer and of 
the red leaf disease. The bolls are also attacked by the 
boll worm which also cuts down the yield considerably. 

Through the depots maintained by the Department of · 
Agriculture, seed of good quality is supplied in large 
quantities to raiyats; trials of cotton varieties with a 
view to isolate superior types and later multiply the 
same for general distribution are conducted on the Gov
ernment Farm at Babboor in the Hiriyur Taluk. 

This is grown for the sake of fibre only to a very Sann hemp 

1. 't d t It lt' t' f th' . (Crotolaria 1m1 e ex ent. s cu 1va 1on or lS purpose lS con- junoea). 

fined practically to certain parts of the Bangalore and 
Tum1."lll' districts, chiefly the taluks of Dodballapur, Gubbi 
and Sira. The crop is sold to the " Gonigars " who spin 
and weave the fibre into the coarse tent cloths which are 
made use of for bags, curtains, awnings and so forth. 
The Sanabu for· this purpose is grown both on paddy 
lands as 8. semi-irrigated crop and on the red soils of dry 
fields as a rain fed crop. It is sown in the Mungar rains 
on lands roughly prepared by broadcasting the seed and 
ploughing to cover them. Seed is sown very thick to 
supress branching. Little further attention is paid; 
with a favourable rainfall, the crop grows luxuriantly 
reaching a height of about ten feet. The plants are 
allowed to set and ripen seed before being cut down 
though it is believed that for the best fibre the plants 
should be cut before the seeds set. The raiyats, how.; 
ever, leave them till the seeds are ripe and then cut do~~ 
the plants ; the seeds are beaten out and the stalks are 
sold to the " Gunigars" who prepare the fibre by retting 
the stalk in water which helps the fibrous bark to peel off. · 

The seeds are purchased largely for being sown in paddy 
fields for growing the sann hemp crop as a green manure 
(see under green manures). 
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Poondi is also a minor crop. It is sown along with ragi 
as a mixed crop, and even then only a few rows just enough 
for the needs of the individual raiyats. The plants are 
allowed to grow till they flower and seed, then cut down 
for retting. On a smalL scale they are grown throughout 
the eastern districts. 

The other fibres, viz., aloe and cocoa-nut furnish the bulk 
of the cordage requirements. Aloe is the Agat•e ameri
c~na, also called "railway aloe," as it has been planted on 
both .sides of the railway lines in the country. Though 
raiyats do not raise any aloe plantations, stil the aloe has 
become a favourite hedge plant with the raiyat which 
gives him also the fibre he needs. The· aloe supplies the 
bulk of the raiyat's needs in the way of ropes for carts, 
kapiles, bullocks, etc. 

Another important source is referred to m1der cocoa-nut. 
The tender leaves of the date palm furnish excellent 
material for ropes. In Sira, Challakere and the eastern 
dry talUks, thick kapile ropes are made out of these leaves, 
by splitting them into narrow strips almost as thin as 
fibre and plaiting them into thick strands. 

Tobacco is raised as an important field crop in the 
Hunsur andYedatoreTaluks·of :M:ysore and in the adjoining 
taluks of the l!assan District and in the Chi tal drug District. 
In these tracts, it is mainly raised as a dry crop; but in certain 
taluks of Chitaldrug, Tumkur and Kolar, it is an important 
money crop raised under well irrigation. Elsewhere, practi
cally throughout the State, the crop is also raised in small 
patches by most raiyats for their own individual needs. The 
land :under tob[\cco cultivation during the years 1922-23 
and 1923-24 was 23,521 and 26,~89 acres respectively. 

Dry land tobacco is raised both on the black cotton and 
on the red soils; the latter, however, constitute the hulk of 
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the area. The red soils preferred· are fairly light or 
medium in character, with a considerable admixture of fine 
gravel. · The cultivation of dry land tobacco is carried out 
with great care and thoroughness. Though it is a crop 
which occupies the ground only for about 3! to 4 months, 
yet it forms the sole and only crop of the year on the land, 
as the land is under preparation for the greater part of the 
year. 

Two varieties are raised, one broad~leaved and the other Yatietiea. 

with long narrow leaves. In the Mysore District, the ' 
former is extensively grown while in the other parts both 
varieties can be seen. Each variety is, however, grown. by 
itself and mixtures are !feldom met with. 

For dry land tobacco, the land is ploughed and Cultivation. 

reploughed with every rain from the earliest onwards; 
the thorough drying of the ploughed 'lands in the hot 
n10nths is considered very beneficial ; the kuntes are 
worked more than once, sheep are folded on the land 
and manlire also applied at the rate of about 30 
cartloads to the acre; heavy manuring is more usual 
with the irrigated crop than with dry land crop. The 
soil is thoroughly cleared of weeds and reduced to a 
fine tilth. Plough furrows are drawn at regular inter-
vals of three feet both lengthwise and crosswise. . These 
operations finish by about the end of September and the 
planting is done immediately after. For this purpose, 
seedlings are raised separately in the raiyat's back gardeA 
or other suitable place, where the seeds are sown in 
July so that seedlings. of about 45 days old may be 
ready for transplanting. This takes place during the 
~arly north-east monsoon rains ; the plants carefully 
removed from the nurseries are inserted two or three in 
each of the little holes prepared for them in the field; a. 
small twig is planted by the side of each seedling to shade 
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it; if there be no rains at the time, some amount of hand 
watering is also done, for which water is carted to the 
fields. After the plants take root, from about the 20th 

· day the kunte or plough is set going both across anl. along 
in the interspaces for clean and thorough interculture. 
When the plants have put out from ten to twelve good 
leaves, further vegetative growth is checked by pinching 
off the tops. All side shoots which begin to arise as the 
resUlt of this operation are gone over and removed as they 
appear. The leaves begin to yellow in about four months 
from planting, when they are either harvested by the raiyat 
himself if he chooses to curve the leaves, or sold as stand
ing crop to men who make a profession of buy}ng and 
curing the leaves. The crop is sold at so much per 1,000 
plants; usually about 4,000 go to an acre, as the plants 
are not planted exactly one yard square. 

In curing, two methods are common ; the plants are cut 
whole. at the base.a.nd.allo.wed to lie in the fields for three 
days, they are then split alqng the length into two halves, 
and these are strung on a line in the open till they become 
more brown than yellow. . They are then taken to a shed 
or to t?e raiyat's house where they are first cut into short 
lengths (two lt~aves each) piled in heaps of thirty to dry; 
after three days the piles are divided into two and dried, 
then again into two after three days; when thoroughly 
·dry, the leaves are all piled together neatly covered over 
and weighted. The next day the pile is opened and rebuilt, 
changing the position of the leaves in the heap so that 
they may sweat uniformly. · This is repeated on three or 
four occasions at intervals of a few days ; the heap is not 
allowed to heat up too much, a little water is sprinkled, 
and the heap opened up for rebuilding whenever it is felt to 
become too hot. This process goes on till the curing is com
plete and no more heat develops. The leaves are then ·sorted 
and tied up into compact round bundles for the market. 
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In another method followed in the Hunsur Taluk, the 
plants are cut whole and are dried in the field without 
splitting the stems and are strung out' to dry l.mder shade 
for about a month; then they are piled up and cured as in 
the first method. 

· In the case of the irrigated crop, the land is heavily Irrigated 

d .:~ h · d d b · · t d · wba.cco. manure , an:.1 t e crop ts succea e y 1n1:ga e rag~ or 
paddy in the same year. Irrigation is given regularly 
and copiously and all the weeding is done by hand. The 
method of curing is the same as for the dry land crop. The 
dry land crop, especially in the black cotton soils, gives a · 
fair ratoon and even the red soils, if there should· .be a . -- \ 
suitable rain, give a small second crop which is gathered 
and cured for the raiyats' household use. The tobacco 
stems are also sold to poor people ; powdered up with the 
refuse, the leaf stalk, etc., it forms a low grade chewing 
tobacco. The tobacco grown in the country is used 
principally for chewing purposes and for the making 'of. 
snuff; in fact, the dry land tobacco of Bettadpur (Hunsur 
Taluk) and that neighbourhood is greatly fancied for this 
purpose and very high prices are consequently paid for 
well cured lots. A large quantity is exported to Madras 
for the snuff makers. 

Tobacco is not without its crop pests; plant lice are Tobacco 

very troublesome and if rains are not favourable, do much pests. 

damage, .checking the· growth and disfiguring the le.aves. 
Orobanche, a. vegetable root parasite on the tobacco, is alsd 
common though the damage is not great. 

Like tobacc~, chillies form an important crop grown Chillies 

both on dry lands and under well irrigation. It is a most }~:r,=::,. 
important and indispensable article of the dietary of the Dry land 

people and practically every raiyat grows a small patch of chillies. 

it for household needs. The area under this crop in 
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1923-24 was 59,393 acres. In parts of the Chitaldrug, 
and Hassan Districts, it is grown on large areas on the dry 
land. Both the red soils and the black cotton soils are 
put down to the crop ; the latter gives the better yield. 
The cultivation is as thorough and careful as for dry land 
tobacco, ploughing several times, working with kuntes and 
so on, producing an excellent, fine and, deep tilth. The 
variety grown is principally a long, thin, stringy variety, 
which is a heavy yielder and is yet quite hardy. It is also 
exceedingly pungent, which is all in its favour. In l\Iysore, 
a thicker and shorter variety is grown. Fancy varieties are 
grown in gardens, notably round Seringapatam. Seedl
ings are raised in small nurseries in the backyards or 
gardens, for which they are sown in the month of June 
and are kept watered regularly. Seedlings fit to transplant 
are ready in about a month or five weeks and transplant
ing is done about the same time as sowing ragi in mid
July or early in August. For transplanting, in the 
Chitaldrug District, plough furrows are dravcm lengthwise 
and crosswise at intervals of 18"' and the intersections are 
manured with a little cattle manure and one or two seed
lings are planted ln each hole. Mter the plants take root, 
interculturing with special kuntes is done twice so as to 
remove the weeds and to earth up the rows. At one of 
the hoeings, some manure is also given to the plants. In 
three months green chillies can be picked but the field crop 
is not gathered green. It is allowed to yellow and ripen. 
The crop continues to bea1· even till February, though the 
bulk of the pickings finish by the end of December. 

In the Goribidnur Taluk of Kolar· and in all the well
irrigated tracts of the north-eastern part of the State, 
excellent· chilly crops are grown under irrigation. The 
crop is heavily manured with sheep folding and cattle 
manure, while it is prepared and after the first hoeing, oil 
cake is applied as manure at the rate of about 30 mtlunds 
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an acre. Yields up to a 100 niaunds ·of dry chillies are 
said to be produced but 30 maunds may be taken to be an 
aYerage for chillies under irrigation, while 15 maunds may 
be taken as the yield for dry land chillies. The total land 
under chilly cultivation during 1922-23 was 59,038 acres. 

III. "WET CROPS. 

Rice is the most important wet land crop of the State. Ric_e (()rylla 
sativa). 

The annual acreage under it varies round 700,000 acres. 
Being almost a semi-aquatic crop, it requires an abundance 
of water supplied· eithe:t> by a high rainfall or by artificial 
irrigation. The acreage is largest th~refore in t~e distric.ts 
where such facilities exist. Tiie total paddy area was· 
distributed in 1923-24 as tfuder :-

Bangalore 
Kolar 
Tumkur .. . 
Mysore .. . 

· Acres. 

... 40,131 I Haesa.n .. . 

... ltl,827 Shimoga .. . 

... 27,198 Ka.dur .. . 

... 130,921 Chitaldrug 

Acres. 
... 105,572 
• .• 204,211 
.... 94,406 
... 25,693 

The total for the State is 707,509 acres. In the western 
districts of the State, it is grown to a great extent with the 
help of the torrential rains of the south-west monsoon. 
In the Hassan and Mysore Districts, in the valleys of the 
Cauvery and its tributaries, it is grown largely under canal 
in·igation. In the eastern districts, the large rain-fed 
tanks supply the irrigation water; while in the extreme 
east and north-east it is grown under well irrigation. In 
parts of Chitaldrug District and in the taluks of Channa
patna, 'Malvalli and Mandya, quite a large area is under· 
what is called " dry land " paddy; in these areas all low 
lying places, hollows, and. pockets of sandy ~oil, which 
collect and retain rain water, are put under this variety. 

There is no kind of soil on which paddy is not grown in Soi~s ou 

h S d f h k h 
.
1 

, h wh1ch growu. 
t e tate; un er most o t e tan s, t e so1 s are e1t er 
clayey or decidedly inclined to be such; in the 'Cauvery 
valleys, the fields are highly gravelly and the 'soil thin'·; at 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 7 
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the tail end of most achkats, alkali patches can be seen on 
":hich paddy is grown; on the laterite soils may be some 
exceedingly fine mud and inclined to be boggy. In fact, 
the incessant yearly use of water on the different types of 
soils produces several variations which are not ordinarily 
seen on dry land soils. . Once water can be had, paddy is 
invariably put iii, whatever the soil condition may be . 
. The best crops are obtained where there is an abundance 
of water and the-soil is a clayey one with ample drai_nage. 

The kinds of paddy grown in the State are numerous. 
One hundred named specimens can be seen in the Museum 
collection in Bangalore. There is no doubt there may be 
more. Many of these are, however, merely nominal varie
ties as one and the same kind of paddy is kn9wn by 
different names in different parts of the country. The 
commonest way in which such duplication arises is the 
fact that paddies are called after the names of the places 
from which they may have come into any particular 
village, and with every such migration, there is the chance 
for a new name. But even allowing for all such doubtful 
or nominal varieties, the number of varieties in the State 
is truly remarkable. They differ in the colour and fine
ness of the grain, in the period of growth, in the adaptabi
lity to different conditions of water supply, in their yielding 
capacities and so on. 

The following are some of the chief varieties of the 
State:-

(a) Maidiin varieties :-

(1) Dodda. Byra., grown under "punije" methods, a coarse 
long duration variety, 

(2) Bolu Mallige, a medium quality general in Turnkur 
and parts of Bangalore and M ysore, 

(3) Maralkanti, a coarse paddy general in Tumkur, 
{4) Kembuti Sanna, 
(5) Patsomnahalli Sanna, 
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(6) Bile Sanna, 
(7) Sa.kliiti Sanna, all main season fine varieties .common 

in the Cauvery channel tract, 
(8) Kaddi Sanna, a medium quality mai~ season paddy in 

the same tract, 
(9) Halubbalu, a short season (4 months) paddy of medium 

quality, very general in Tumkur and Chitaldrug, fit both for the 
Karthik and the V aisake seasons, 

(10) Kapile Sanna, a short season 'fine variety, superior 
to Hal.ubbalu and grown largely in the Goribidnur, Maddagiri 
and Koratagere taluks, and . 

(11) Chintamani Sanna, a main season superi?r paddy, · 
general in Kolar and parts of Bangalore. 

(b) Malnad varieties :-

(1) Dabbinsale, a main ·season variety with thick white rice, 
(2) Sidsale, and · • 
(3) Shimoga Sanna, both medium quality white rice of 

the main season, 
(4) Jeddu, . 
(5) Hegge, and 
(6) Jolaga, very coarse varieties of the Malniid, giving red 

rice and used considerably for making parched rice (Kudapal 
akki). 

In most M aidan parts, two crops of paddy are grown in Cropping 

a year, the Kiirthike or rainy season crop and the Vaisiike. seasons. 

or the hot weather crop. 

The commonest rotation is that of paddy with sugar- Bota.tion. 

cane. Occasionally, white jola and fodder jola are grown 
on paddy land; especially when it appears likely that th' 
water-supply will not be sufficient for a paddy crop. In 
this case, the jola is grown from February to June under 
irrigation, while the paddy is grGwn as a Mungar ~rop 
from May to August. Paddy land is also·at times planted 
with plantains for about three years. Transplanted ragi is 
grown as a summer as well as rain crop in rotation with 
paddy. In some parts, garden crops such as tobacco, 

ll. Gr. VOL. III. . 7*, 
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chillies, brinjals, tunneric, garlic and onions; are at times 
grown in rotation with paddy on soils that do not become 
waterlogged. . 

In localities where rice is sown early in May, Bengal 
gram, black gra~, green gram, and fenugreek a.re raised in 
the autumn and winter months. Under the Mru:ikanave 
tank, every description of dry and garden crop is raised iQ 
rotation with paddy. 

Rice is grown in . embanked fields. · Level or nearly 
level beds are necessary, because rain or irrigation water 
must be impounded and kept at a height which should 
vary as the crop grows. Small sized fields are the rule in 
the highly terraced lands under the Cau':ery channels 

· while under the tanks in Kolar and Tumkur Districts 
larger fields are possible and are general. 

Rice is cultivated in different ways, viz :-
. (1) the seed is. sown dry much in the same way as a dry 

crop and either broadcast or in drills ; 
(2) the field is puddled and the seeds previously sprouted 

are sown broadcast ; 
(3) the field is puddled and then seedlings raised sepa· 

rately are transplanted into the fields, 

The various methods are described below.· 

The "Puniji " or " dry " cultivation of paddy called 
. also "Barabatta" is . done mostly in the districts of 

Bangalore and Kolar for the Kiirthike or the rainy season· 
of paddy under. tanks. The variety usually grown in this 
way is the "Dodda Baira." The cultivation is as follows:
The land is ploughed twice or thrice in the early rains till 
about June ; when the ground is moist after a rain, with 
moisture enough for a seed bed, the seed grain is S0\'\!1 

broadcast and harrowed in with the wooden ... halube." 
The crops receive no attention for two months, when 
irrig~tion is commenced. After the first flooding the 
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"halube" is again drawn over the standing crop in the 
soft mud, the field is then hand weeded, and the flooding is 
continued as in the case of the ordinary paddy cultivation 
till harvest. · 

The sowing of spmuted seed in puddled land called Puddle 
. . . f ll d . l cultivation. " Mole " (sprout) cult1vatwn 1s o owe very extensive y 

under the larger tanks in all the districts, more especi•. 
ally in the case of the· Vaisiike oi summer paddy, that 
is, the one which is sown about December and harvest~d 
about April. The method of cultivation is as follows:-
The field is watered and the soil is softened and then 
ploughed · in puddle. The ploughing is repeated four 
or five. days till the stubble of the. old crop rots well 
and the soil is thoroughly stirred up. The excess water 
is then drained. Leaves and twigs are spread on 
the field uniformly and: then trampled in; sprouted 
seed-prepared as described below-is then sown broad-
cast; the seed· sinks in the soft mud and the next day 
the field is drained thoroughly. For two weeks water 
is let in carefully for a few hours and drained, till the 
crop is well established. It is then irrigated copiously; 
after a month, harrowing is . done both by the hand 
"harrow" and the bullock harrow; this being repeated 
both crosswise and diagonally. Hand weeding follows 
and the crop requires no further attention except copious 
irrigation till harvest. 

The sprouting of the seed required for this as well as 
for raising seedlings for transplanting is effected by soaking 
the seed tied up in a bag or in straw twist for a night in 
water ; the bag is then taken out and the contents heaped 
in a cool place covered up with straw and leaves; the 
heap is kept moist for two days, after which the sprouts 
begin to appear. In some places it is usual to mix the 
leaves of "Tumbe" (Phomis esculenta) with the paddy 
in the heaps. · 
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In the semi-malnad tracts, the system of sowing dry 
seed paddy ('i.e., not sprouted) in drills in the moist (i.e., 
not puddled) soil somewhat in the manner of the "Puniji" 
cultivation already described is common. For this pur
pose, the land is prepared as if for dry cultivation, i.e., 
frequent ploughings and breaking the clods by working 
the " Koradu" and the "Heg Kunte " ; manure is spread 
and the seed is sown through four-tined drills and covered 
with the "Koradu " or "bolukunte." The field is kept 
:p1oist but no water is impounded;though rains are frequent. 
After the crop shows above ground, the '" yedekunte " 
is used between the rows repeatedly, to remove the weeds 
which spring up in great profusion, and after the " yede
kunte," "the koradu" is used to smoothen the field. The 
" yedekunte " is also made to straddle the rows at the final 
hoeing so as to remove weeds close to the rows ; water is 
impounded at the third month after sowing, the " yede
kunte " is used once again, this time being worked in the 
puddle, the "koradu" or the noli mara, both being smooth
ening planks, are made to follow the "yedekunte " ; the 
bruising of the crops by these implements being said to 
help the crop to tiller; the field is also levelled thereby. 
More hand weeding follows, and the crop thereafter receives 
no further attention. After harvest, the grain remains 
unthreshed for a considerable time in these tracts, and is 
taken up at leisure any time within a month. 

Transplanted The method of growing paddy by transplanting seed
paddy. · lings is prevalent largely throughout the State, more 

largely, however, in the l\Iaidan districts than in the 
Malnad. This practice has apparently displaced the 
other methods in many parts of the country, as a compari
son of the present practices in these parts with those 
described by Dr. Buchanan will show. This method of 
cultivation as carried out in the channel tracts of Mysore 
is as follows :-The paddy land is ploughed soon after the 



n] AGRICULTURE 103 

harvest of the paddy as early as the condition of the soil 
will permit it; in the month of April or earlier, proyided 
there is rain, green manure crops are sown. In June, 
water is let into the fields and the green manure crop is 
trampled in. The crop rots for a week, when .the field is 
ploughed once again, the bunds are trimmed, and the 
puddle is levelled. Into this puddle seedlings abount 30 
days to 45 days old are transplanted in bunclJ.E:s containing 
from 4 to 15 plants, at intervals of about a. span..:. :water 
is let in scantily till the yellow 0ll. the transpla~ted seed-· 
lings changes into a deep green, after which the field is. 
kept continuously irrigated till about 10 days prior to 
harvesting when the water is stopped. The crop is 
harvested and threshed straightway, 

The seedlings required for this are raised in. a separate 
nursery; this prepared with great thoroughness, a fine 
tilth- is prepared ; a heavy dose of manure such as ashes 
and cattle manure is applied, and the seed is sown in semi-· 
puddle; a seed rate of about 800 ·to 1,000 seers to an 
acre is usual, so that the seedlings come up very thick. 
Seed is usually sown dry but sprouted seed is also sown. 
'Vater is let in through small shallow drains till the 
seedlings come up;. after this the plot is watered regu .. 
larly without flooding the field. Prior to transplantation 
the plot is flooded to soften the soil. · · 

Among these various methods, the last-named, viz., Yields, 

transplantation gives a high yield ; the expenses of weed-
ing are also less ; on the other hand, extra labour id 
necessary and when such cannot be had, the method can-
not be adopted ; there is also a great saving in seed; and 
if economically done, i.e., transplanting the seedlings 
single or in doubles, the saving may amount to nearly 50 
seers an acre, as ten seers. will be enough for such 
transplantation while 50 to 70 seers will be required for 
broadcaRting. 
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The outturn of paddy varies a great deal ; in the 
Cauvery channel tract, about 15 pallas may b~ taken to 
be the average. The highest yields are, however, obtained 
under. the tank and well irrigation in Kolar and Tumkur 
where cultivation is very carefully carried out.. From 20 
to 25 pallas are often obtained on the best lands. The 
'precarious "Punije :· wl.ll average about 7 to 10 pallas an . 
acre. 

The grain is always preserved in the husk or in paddy, 
.either in· large earthern jars or in pits· or store houses 
strongly :floored with plank or in small cylindrical stores 
~made of Clay or in bags made of straw called Mude. 
Paddy will keep for two years without deterioration and 
four years w:lthout being unfit for use. 

There are two ways of converting paddy into rice, one 
by boiling it previously to beating and the other by beat
ing alone. Rice prepared by ·boiling is called Kudupal
akki. · )five parts of paddy are put into a pot with one · 
part of water and boiled for about two hours, till one or 
two of the grains burst. . It is . then spread out in the 
sun for. tw;o hourlj! and the drying is repeated the next 
day, after which.the paddy. is immediately beaten. 

·The rice called Hasi akki is never boiled. The paddy 
is exposed two hours to the sun and subsequently beaten. 
l3eati:qg is performed chiefly by women. The common 
m~thod is by means of wooden pestle, about four feet in 

. length and .three· inches in diameter, .·made .of heavy 
timber and -shod .with iron. The, grain is put in a hole 
formed in a rock or stone. Sometimes the Yeta is used. 
It is a block of timber fastened -to a wooden lever, which 
is supported on its centre. The woman raises the block 
by pressing with her foot in the far end of the lever and 
by removing her foot, allows the block to fall down on 
the grain. Still another method is to pass the paddy 
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through a large wooden mill of the same type a.s the 
stone grinding mill. However, several rice hulling 
machines have been recently introduced in the State. 

The . rice gra.ss.hopper while found widespread in 
~Iysore, has as yet proved a serious pest only in a few 
isolated localities. The most efficient method of combat
ing these grass-hoppers, according to the Agricultural 
Department, is by catching them in bags ; about which 
full instruc~ion is given by the Department. The most 
apparent damage done to the paddy is in cutting through 
the steni, so that the ears fall to the gromid. 

In certain years, du_ri11g the months of August, Septerp
ber and October, when paddy has grown over a foot in 
height, a· serious pest appears in many parts of the State, 
called Kokkare roga. The popular name describes the · 
usual symptom of the leaves showing white patches 
here and there and of their tips turning white altoge
ther; the whole crop appears whitish and shrivelled up. 
The Department suggests a suitable remedy through the 
use of 'kerosine oil for effectively dealing with the pest. 

l\1ysore imports a considerable quantity of rice and 
exports a large amount of paddy to the Madras Presidency. 
The quantity of rice imported in 1922-23 was 17,671 
tons and that o~ paddy exported 1,967 tons. 

Rice peste. 

Exportsa.nd 
Imports. 

· Sugar-cane may be considered to be· the most imp.<f1- Suga.r-cane 

ant money crop of the State. Between 35,000 and ~~a;!,«;:,;;j 
40,000 acres of cane are grown yearly, the area fluctu-
ating greatly from year to year. . . 

It has to be grown only under the most assured 
sources of irrigation water where water for irrigation 
can be had all through the year. The important irriga
tion tract of the channel. areas of Mysore where water 
is let into the channels only during six months of the 
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year is not at present suitable for sugar-cane for this 
reason. With · the hot weather supply of irrigation 
water proposed to be given in this tract on the comple
tion of the Krishnarajasagara Dam, a great extension 
of cane cultivation in this tract may be expected. It is 
only under the large tanks that cane is grmvn princi
pally ; wells are also dug to supplement the tanks and 
also .as independent sources of irrigation'for sugar-cane. 

The area unde~sugar-cane in 1923-24 was distributed 
as under:- · 

Acres. Acres. 
Ban galore 4,754 Hassan 6,622 
Kolar 7,545 Shimoga 7,672 
Tumknr 1,8·14 Kadur !;1,003 
Mysore 5,348 Chitaldrug 1,178 

Total for the State 87,9~2 acres. 

Sugar-cane thrives best on a light clay with thorough 
drainage ; under most of the tanks, the soils are of this 
character; in many parts of Kolar and Bangalore, the 
sugar-cane soils are of a light character; under many of 
the tanks and channels in Mysore, Tumkur and other 
districts the sugar-cane soils are very heavy clay. As 
drainage is very important, the raiyat generally tries to 
provide it; and further works up his soil with addition 
of clay or sand to the consistency' of a clay loam. 

There are three main varieties grown in the State, 
viz:-

(1) The Cheni or Mara Kabbu, a thin white cane with a. 
hard rind taking 12 to 18 months to mature, and capable o£ 
standing considerable shortage of irrigation water; it gives a 
juice of high sugar content yielding ·good firm very light 
coloured jaggory. This is the cane grown to a large extent in 
Has·san, Shimoga, Chitaldrug and :Mysore. 

(2) Patta.patti, a red and white stripped cane less hardy 
than Cheni, has a rind not so hard as Cheni ; matures in 12 
months, the juice has a high sugar content and yields a good 
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quality of jaggory; it responds well to manuring and irrigation 
yielding as high as 400 maunds of jaggory per acre as a 
maximum. It is said to have been introduced into the 
State from Vellore during the reign of Tipu Sultan by one 
:Mustapha Ali Khan, paymaster of the forces. It is now very 
generally grown throughout the State but largely in Kolar, 
Bangalore, Tumkur and Mysore. . 

(3) Rasdali, a greenish white soft juicy cane, requiring 
great attention; the juice is not so rich as either Pattapatti or 
Cheni; matures in ten months; is grown largely mixed with 
Pattapatti. 

The varieties mentioned above may be taken to be the New.varieties. 

present local varieties; in addition, during the last fifteen 
years as the result of the work of the State Department 
of Agriculture, several· new varieties have been intro-
duced. Among these the Red Mauritius cane has been 
taken up extensively; it is a cane with a hard rind, 
purple in colour, rich in sugar, grows very tall and gives 
a heavy tonnage per acre. The quality of the jaggory 
is not so good as that of the local light coloured canes. 
Besides Red Mauritius cane, Java, B. 208, striped and 
ashy Mauritius, Elephant cane and several among the 
new seedling canes originated in the Hebbal Farm 
may also be found mixed up here and there in many a 
raiyat's sugar-cane field. These new seedling canes are 
very large in number and are being tested both on the 
Government Farms and on private holdings. 

The general rotation is of sugar-cane and paddy ; other Rotation. 

garden crops, irrigated ragi and jola may also be takeit, 
In the ~Iysore district, it is usual to take a catch crop 
of vegetables such as radish, onions and greens under 
the young cane in the first three months after planting. 

Very little ratooning of cane is done in the State RatooiJiog. 

except in the Malnad, Even here only a first ratoon is 
taken and the field is then got ready for paddy. 
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· The land meant for sugar-cane is given very thorough 
preparatory tillage; the land is ploughed several times; 
worked with the kunte and harrow; weeds and stubble 
are gathered and burnt ; the clods are broken by mallets; 
sand or silt js carted. and ploughed in ; sheep are folded 
on the land; and cattle manure also applied, usually at 
from 30 to 60 cartloads an acre. In the case of heavy 
land; the field is laid into beds 8 to 12 feet broad and as 
long as the field, and divided from each other by drairi· 
age trenches.; . on these ridges, small pits are made at 
two feet intervals for receiving the cane sets.. In the 
Kolar District, however, the field is ploughed into 
ridges and furrows about 1 t to 2 feet apart, and the cane 
sets are planted in these furrows through which irri
gated water is also let in. 

·. The most common season for planting is February 
and March: An October pla.nting is also prevalent in 
parts of Mysore and Tumkur. The crop is propagated 
generally from sets or cuttings and sometimes by plant· 
ing whole canes. The sets consist of pieces of cane, 
each with three eye buds and generally about. a foot 
long. Irrigation is. given immediately after planting, · 
either by hand·watering hi the . case of pit planting or 
by furrow irrigation in furrow planting. 

The manuring consists of 30 to 60 cartloads of cattle 
l_llanure applied as already ~~ated (or less in case sheep 
are penned on the land) when the land is being pre· 
pared ..... When .the canes . are three months old, oil· 
cakes, honge leaves and flowers are applied especially 
in the Kolar and Bangalore ·districts. The cake is 
applied at the rate of 10 maund.s of 25 lbs. of 1,000 
sets. The use of oil-cake and other manures like sulphate 
of ammonia are being popularised by the Department 
of Agri~ultu~e (see under Manures). 
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Sugar-cane requires ·constant attention during the ·After 

fi . tl f 't th S ft 1 t cultivation. rst four to stx mon 1s o 1 s grow . oon a er p an -
ing, hand weeding is required, which is repeated as often 
as necessary. Digging between the rows with a light 
pick is beneficial. ~s the crop acquires height, the canes 
should be supported by earthing them up. This is done 
three or four months after planting. The canes origi-
nally planted in fiat beds or in furrows are earthed up 
with a small hand hoe so as to form ridges the furrows 
between which serve as water channels for -further 
irrigation. \Vrapping tlfe cane in its owri dead side-
leaves, though costly, is usual and is required where 
rats, jackals and wild hogs are numerous and destructive. 

The crop matures in from 10 to 18 months depend- Harvesting 

ing upon the variety. 
The cane is cut with a sharp sickle, one or two inches 

above the ground. The dry side leaves are striped off 
with a sickle and the green top leaves removed f6r fodder. 
Two or three of the 'young tops or internodes are 
removed and are kept aside for being used as seed sets. 
If these are left on and milled, the resulting jaggory 
may not set. The cut cane is tied into head-loads or 
cartloads and carried to the mill. 

The cane is crushed in iron mills, the old wooden . Milling and 

mills having entirely gone out of use. mills. 

The iron mills now used are three roller mills of 
different makes; one of these is of local origin, viz., th~ 
Rickie Mill. This was made by Messrs. Rickie and Co., 
Engineers of BangaJore, and for a long time commanded 
a wide sale. A large number of mills are made in 1\Iadras 
foundries, one by Messrs. Go pal N ayakar and Sons is 
much in use. In Chikballapur, Channarayapatna and 
Kirangur near Seringapatam and Kunigal, lathes are 
owned and worked by local people to groov~ worn rollers 
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and to make petty repairs. The Department of Agri
culture · has' been popularising the " Nahan " bullock 
power mill which is made in the Punjab, as it gives a 
high extraction and is substantially built. 

The furnace over which the juice is boiled is an open 
hearth dug in the ground sometimes constructed half 
way up the ·middle to receive a crude substitute for 
fire bars; or often without any such aiTangement at 
all. The top of the hearth is shaped so as to receive a 

· large round open iron pan with flaring, sides in which 
the . juice is boiled. One or two holes in the ground by 
the side of the pan ·serve as a vent for the smoke to 
escape. These pans take enough juice to make three 
maunds (or 75 lbs.) of jaggory at one charge. The 
juice is strained and put into the pan, and a quantity 
of slaked lime is added which is decided by the experi
ence of one or more trial boilings. · In certain places, 
quick lime powder is added ·instead of slaked lime and 
in certain parts of Kolar where " Country sugar " is 
made, no lime is added at all. As the juice heats up, 
the scum which forms is removed by little basket ladles 
or metal ladles, · especially in Kolar and Bangalore ; 
elsewhere the scum is not removed at all. 

Brisk heating is continued and the stage to stop the 
heating and remove the pan from the fire is a matter 
of experience;- a little of the thick syrup taken out 
quickly on the finger point should be able to set with a. 
little kneading and cooling. The professional men 
are very good judges on the whole ·and rarely make a 
mistake. The pan is removed from the fire at this 
stage, is stirred with long hp.ndled wooden stirrers and 
then poured into a wooden cooling trough from which 
after a little while it is emptied into moulds to set into 
jaggory. As i~ is made in Bangalore and Kolar, the cooling 
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takes place in the pan itself and when sufficiently cooled 
and thickened, the mass is taken:. out in large .:or ·tmJ.all 
handsful and rolled between the hands into large balls 
(in the Bangalore District) or. into small ones of the 
size of pastry cakes (in Kolar). In Chitaldrug and 
parts of Hassan, the syrup is allowed to set as a large 
one inch thick slab which is then broken up .. In the Malnii.d 
the jaggory does not set and even if it does, in. the mon
soon it begins to run; for this reason, the thick syrup 
is poured into pots and is preserved as a massecuite. 
In Kolar· and Bangalore, it is also usual to rub down 
the whole of the concentrated syrup, as it cools and 
solidifies in the pan, ipto a fine powder which is •sold 
as "Makudam " sugar; when the colour is good and 
the powder uniform without any lumps of jaggory in it, 
it fetches as high a price as sugar. 

In Kolar, again, especially in Sidlaghatta; Bovn-ingpet Countr:v 
and Mulbagal Taluks, there are establishments for sugar. 

making local white sugar by a system akin to the old 
'Vest Indian method of "Claying sugar." For this 
purpose, the juice is boiled down to a stage just prior to 
the jaggory stage, i.e., into a good massecuite ; it is then 
poured into pots to crystallise; after a month or three 
weeks, the pots are punctured at the bottom so that 
the molasses could drain ; when · no more molasses 
drain freely, the pots are broken and the crystalline mass 
is broken into rough pieces and charged into wicker 
baskets and covered. over with wet moss; more molasses 
drain out an4 the sugar also improves in colour; the 
moss is changed six times, when at the end of 30 days 
a clear raw sugar results; this is later on dissolved in 
water and boiled and the syrup is rubbed down so that 
a fine soft white sugar results, fetching a price much 
higher than that of even refined sugar. These estalr 
lishments had all gone out of operation f~r many years 
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owing to the competition of cheap imported sugar, but 
reopened after the last 'War broke out in Europe. They 
have nearly all shut down again with the return of normal 
conditions. 

The outturn of jaggory per acre varies gre~tly but if 
·the crop has been at all fair, about 150-200 maunds of 
jaggory can be obtained. Yields, however, as high as 
500 ·maunds are reported. 

The G6vernment · Flarmr:t are all doing considerable 
work on sugar-cane. At Hebbal, cane varieties are origi
nated and tested; manurial and cultural experiments are 
conducted; improvements in mills, furnaces and boiling 
methods are studied ; on the Babboor Farm, sugar-cane 
cultivation is on a large scale and is conducted as a com
mercial undertaking with ~xperiments in large · scale 
methods, and with varieties and manures incidentally. 
In Nagenahalli (Mysore District), varietal trials are con
ducted and good varieties multiplied for seed distribution 
in the channel tract. The large sale of new mills, new 
varieties of cane, planting of canes in wider rows, the 
extended use of oil-cake manure, and the adoption of 
furnaces with chimneys, fire bars, etc., are all results based 
on the work of these farms. 

IV. GARDEN CROPS. 

Areca Palm. 'The areca palm (Areca catechu) belongs to the group 
of palms of which the other common representatives in. 
Mysore are the cocoa-nut, date, bagini (Caryota w·ens), 
kiri . ichalu (Plu:enix acaulis) · and thadasalu (A renga
wigMi~). It has aii elegant, straight and unbranched stem 
with a crown of green leaves at the top. Next to the 
cocoa:nut, it is economically the most important palm, 
every part of i~ being useful to man in one form or another. 
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The total area under areca palm during 1922-23 was 
53,242 acres. It is most extensively grov.n in the JJfalniid 
or western part of the State and especially in the Malniid 
of the Shimoga District. The following are the figures 
for the various districts in 1922-23 :-

Acres. Acres. 
Bangalore 756 Hassan 2.31U 
Kolar 636 Shimoga 15,409 
Tumkur 7,994 Kadur 6,497 
Mysore 3.403 Chitsldrug 8,226 

Total arj>& for the State : 58,242 acres. 

In the Malmid, the gardens run in long ranges and 
are situated in valleys where they are sheltered from heavy 
winds and have an assured supply of water during the 
summer months. The ranges are bordered on the sides 
by virgin forests of great luxuriance which serve both 
as wind belts and as store houses for green manure and 
fuel for the cultivator. In some of the JJ[aidiin parts, 
the gardens are commanded by at least one tank. In 
other parts, they lie in the open plains, side by side with 
wet lands and one or more wells dug in the garden serve 
as a source of irrigation. In a few other places, they 
lie along the banks of rivers. In a.ay case, one must 
have an assured supply of water to grow areca-nut 
successfully. 

The trees are almost always planted in rows .. : Usually 
and almost invariably in the Malniid, a drainage channel 
is found after every two rows. The normal number of 1 

bearing trees per acre is. 1,1sually four hundred, though it 
is not uncommon to find !l!Jll:llCh larger number. 

Area under 
crop. 

Location of 
the gardens. 

Planting, 

There are no markedly distinct varieties, if we except Varieties. 

the sweet variety found in small numbers in the Malnad. 

The usual custom is to plant the seed-nuts in a nursery Seedlings. 

and, when they have sprouted and grov.n sufficiently, to 
M. Gr. VOL. III. 8 
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transplant them farther apart, either in a nursery plot 
or near the drainage channels. When the plants are 
from three to four years old, they are planted out in gaps 
in the gardens, in pits, one and a half to three feet deep 
and three feet square. 

The plants continue their vegetative growth for about 
eight years and then put out their tirst flower stalk. 

In parts of the Maidan, the gardens do not receive any 
manure. In some places, the river floods the gardens 
and a valuable amount of silt is left. In other parts the 
gardens receive a heavy application of cattle manure. 
Tank silt is also used. In· the M alnad, cattle manure is 
always supplemf}nted by green manure. The Agricul
turalDepartinent is carrying on experiments in manuring 
areca gardens. 

In areca gardens, one or more of the following subsi
diary crops are also grown, viz., betel-vines, plantains, 
pepp~r-vines and cardamoms. 

. 
A suitable piece of land is selected (in a valley in the 

Malnad and under a tank or in a fertile area in the M<tidlin 
tracts) for making a new plantation. All scrub jungle 

. and roots of dead and decaying trees are removed. 
Ridges are formed and channels are dug. Plantains 
are planted about. eight feet_ apart, two rows being put 
in on each plot of ground situated between two trenches 
or channels. ·when the plantains have grown for about. 
twelve months, young areca plants are planted in pits 
dug i~ .the same rqws. The plantains serve to protect 
the young areca palms from sun and rain and lat~r 
act as wind breaks to check the velocity of the wind 
in the monsoon. When the areca palms have grown for 
sometime, cardamom pl!tnts· are put in. along the channels 
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and pepper vines are trained to the stems of the areca 
palm later on. 

After a period of about twenty years, fresh areca palms 
are planted so that a fresh lot may come into bearing, in 
the place of those that have become old and ceased to 
yield. The gardens have always gaps owing to some 
of the trees dying a natural death, others being blown 
down by wind, while the damaged ones are cut down. 

In the M alniid there are at least three harvests, the 
first one in September, the second in October, and the 
last in December, and in the 1\Iaidiin, only two, in Septem"'. 
her and December respectively. 

There are several ways of harvesting the nuts. In 
M alltiid, the climber, after climbing the tree, cuts the 
bunch and sends it down by sliding it along a rope. In 
other arecas, the bunch is cut and allowed to drop when 
it is caught in a blanket stretched tight a few feet above 
the ground. In other cases, a small gunny bag is thrown 
up to meet the falling bunch. In other areas, espe
cially in the Maidiin, the nuts are allowed to harden 
and the bunches are pulled down by means of a sickle 
attached to a long bamboo. There is a wastage of labour 
in collecting the produce under this method. 

Life of the 
palm. 

Harvesting. 

Each tree yields, on an average, two to three bunches. outturu. 

and an acre in the Malniid gives roughly 800 to 1,0001 
bunches. Each bunch consists on an average of 200 
to 250 nuts so that the total yield in an acre is 
1! to 2 lakhs. The actual yield in dried nuts varies 
from 20 to 40 maunds per acre. 

The bunches are either brought home or piled up in. Shelling and 

a cool and shady part of the garden where they are curing the 
nuts. 

shelled. There are . two types of implements used in 
M. Gr. VOL. III. 8* 
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• 
$helling areca-nuts, one a small curved knife with a sharp 
point and the other a flat knife. The husk represents 
roughly 65 per cent of the total weight of the green 
nuts .. · The subsequent operations differ in different parts 
Q' the State. The ·nuts are boiled whole in some places, 

. in sonie places they are· cut into two or more pieces. 
In the Malniid the "Batlu adike," i.e., nuts cut into 
two across the length, are made ; in Sira. and Maddagiri, 
"Chooru adike," i.e., nuts cut into eight or six~pieces 
lengthwise and crosswise are made; in Chamarajnagar 
the nuts aie just jam:rD.ed :flat and boiled and the kind 
called "J ajju adike " n.re made. Other fancy kinds are 
also prepared. vVhen they are boiled in water, various 
organic and inorganic ingredients are used 1n conjunction 
with water to prevent excessive removal of tannin and 
to improve the colour of the nuts. The substance ·used 
for this called " chogaru " is the inspissated remains of 
the liquor in which the nuts were boiled in the previous 
year. When required for the. first time, the " chogaru " 
is prepared by powdering up roots af manjutti (Ptero
carpus santa linus), a piece of Raktahonne (A deriantlum 
pavoria), a large bundle of "nerale" bark (Eugenia 
jambalona), and boiling the mass in water to which betel 
leaves and a lump of lime of the size of an orange are 
added. The mixture is ·boiled down to a thick consis
tency, filtered and kept for use. Before boiling the nuts, 
this is mixed with an equal quantity of water and used ; 
after the season's boiling is over, the liquid which 
remains in the. cauld~on is dried into a solid and kept 
as " chogaru " for the next season. 
. The nuts are taken out by means of· a perforated 

ladle which allows· for straining. They are then 
exposed to the sun for six to eight days or dried over 
a fire. 
. A spe(,)ial drying apparatus, manufactured· by the 

Tyneside Fodndry and Engineering 'Vorks, was imported 
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by the Agricultural Department and has given. very 
encouraging results. 

The nuts are used for chewing and manufacture of 
catechu. The stem is used as fuel and for pillars in 
constructing sheds, etc., and split into two, as channels to 
transport water from place to place: Split items are 
used for rafters, fencing, manufacture of torches and 
for making sides of country carts, and weirs for catch
ing fish. 

The midribs of· leaves ·are -used as brooms- and the 
leaves for thatching. 

Uses of the 
various parts 
of the Areca 
palm. 

The .disease known- as Koleroga in which the nuts Areca-nu• 

t d d ff . h . . f II d" pests and ro an rop o 1s t emost serwus o a areca-nut 1seases, diseases. 

causing as it does annual losses estimated at Rs: 4,00,000. 
The Department of•Agriculture recommends the spraying 
of the bunches with a. special Boardeaux mixture ; the 
method has been taken up by garden owners and the 
disease has been greatly checked. 

Anaberoga is a. disease :which attacks the roots and the 
stems and brings about the death of the tree. The treat
ment recommended is the burning of the affected plant. 

Brownspot of the areca-nut is another disease which 
attacks the nut and makes it rot. The disease is, however, 
not yet serious. 

Hidimundige is a disease in which the stem becomes 
constricted at the top and the whole crown of leaves 
becomes gradually smaller. Finally the top dries and falls 
off. This is attributed to faulty nutritiou. 

' The export of areca-nut in· 1922-23 was 1,578 tons. Export. 

The cocoa-nut, an important plantation crop, is grown Cocoa-uuts 

by itself or in gardens in conjunction with areca, mango, ~~::(!ra.) 
jack and other fruit trees. Except in the taluks of . 
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Tiptur, Chiknayakanhalli, Arsikere and that neighbour
hood, cocoa-nuts are grown in gardens capable of irr_iga
tion from ta;nks or· flooded by rivers. In the former 
area, the broad and shallow valleys that are characteristic 
of the tract are planted with cocoa-nuts; the system of 
cultivation is such that with ordinary rainfall the gardens 
thrive. In the taluks of Kankanhalli and Chamrajnagar 
the gardens are made along the river banks which in the 
latter taluk overflows into the gardens with its silt-laden 
flood water. Everywhere else the" Bagayat" or gardens 
under the tanks carry a mixed crop of cocoa-nut with the 
other crops mentioned above. 

Area under ·The area under cocoa-nuts in the State is over 122,970 
crop. acres. This acreage was thus distributed in 1922-23 

over the State :~ 
Acres. Acres. 

Bangalore 8,926 I HRs•an ... 29,465 
Kolar 1,41!7 Sbimoga ... 149 
TnmklU' ... 60,771! Kadur ... ... 15,899 
Mysore 10,873 Cbitaldrug ... 10,460 

Soils. Cocoa-nuts are groV~<'ll generally on the light_ sandy soils ; 
but the heavy rich clays under most of the tanks also give 
excellent crops ; the soils of the " Kushki bagayat" 
plantations round Tiptur and Chiknayakanhalli are light 
red loams and light coloured sandy loams. 

Varieties. Several varieties of the cocoa-nut can be seen in the 
State; no attempt is made anywhere to grow any variety 
by itself; all the varieties are grown promiscuously. The 
yarieties are distinguished by differences not only in the 
size, shape and colour of the nuts but also in the character 
of the nuts as also in the character of the meat inside. 
Classed according to colour there are :-

(1) the dark green, (3) reddish· yellow, 
(2) the light green,, . (4) light orange red . 

. According to size, there are large, medium and shell sized . 
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nuts which are apparently distinct varieties. The medium 
sized ones are preferred as they give a large number of 
average nuts per tree. According to shape, there are the 
the round type which is general and a longish type which 
under the name of " Gangapani " nuts is to be seen in 
certain gardens in Tiptur. 

As regards the character of the meat, most varieties have 
a firm and thick layer giving a high percentage of copra; 
in others, the meat is thin, though the nut may be large ; 
there are also special varieties ; one of these has a soft . 
buttery kind of meat which can be sqv.eezed between the 
fingers; in another, both shell and meat are. very thin. 
In the case of the Gangapani and the ornamental orange 
red cocoa-nuts, the te~der cocoa-nuts form a very sweet 
drink and are specially esteemed for this purpose. Pro
bably the various characters are correlated with one 
another b'ut the matter requires study. 

To start a plantation large dead ripe seednuts, i.e., Starting a 

unhusked ones are selected ; those which drop naturally plantation. 

from the trees are preferred. A nursery bed is prepared 
by digging the soil two feet deep, then leaving it to weather, 
then filling the pit with sand nearly to the top, laying the 
seednuts close to each other with the germ end upwards or 
pointing sideways ; they are then covered with soil mixed 
with sand. The nursery is watered frequently to keep it 
moist; seedlings fit for transplanting will be ready in 'three 
months. Seedlings are transplanted either in their per-
manent places in the garden or merely to give· them more 
room to grow into larger seedlings. Seedlings more than 
a year are seldom used for transplanting ; but in Tiptur it 
is also common to plant three years old plants called 
"Goppe Sosi." 

In the dry land plantations of Tiptur and Chiknayakan
halli, the seedlings are planted at distances of 36 feet each 
way ; more than 40 trees to the acre are seldom planted ; . 
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where the gardens are commanded by tanks, they are 
planted closer to give as many as 60 to 70 trees per acre. 
For the planting of the seedlings, pits about a yard deep 
are dug arid filled with earth mixed with manure and sand 
quite up to the top. It is believed that the cocoa-nut should 
not be planted deep. 

In the gardens under tanks, moisture is abundant as they 
are irrigated whenever necessary ; in the d1·y land gardens, 
tillage takes its place ; the gardens have to be ploughed 
six times in the year, the earlier ploughings help to soak up 
the rains and the later ones to retain the moisture in the 
soil. Manure in. the shape of sand and red earth and cattle 
manure is applied about the middle of the year. In 
gardens, a ·good digging up is given after the North-East 
Monsoons are over about January and February. 

The trees begin to bear from the 7th year, more generally 
from the lOth and continue to bear, it is said, for 100 years. 
About 100 nuts per year will be the yield of an average 
well-grown tree. Produce is gathered mostly from the 
month of October onwards. Except in the Tiptur neigh
bourhood, the nuts are gathered when they are quite ripe 
from the nuts and sold in the shell. In the Tiptur area, they 
are allowed to ripen completely and drop. They are 
gathered and stacked ; when a sufficient number accumu.: 
lates, they are husked in such a way that both husk and 
shell· are removed and the kernel (called " Gitaku ") is got 
intact; they are sold straightway. A thousand cocoa
nuts will give from 10 to 13 maunds of copra of this kind. 

The copra so made is sold for use in confectionery and is 
teo valuable to be used for the extraction of oil. Only 
those which become mouldy and unfit for this purpose are 
used for extracting oil. 

Coir, the most important bye-product of the cocoa-nut 
:tree, is made only in the areas where the cocoa-nuts are . . 
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picked for the sake of the nuts in the shell, i.e., before they 
are dead ripe. \Vith dead ripe cocoa-nuts, the fibre is very 
coarse and woody. The best coir is made from the husks 
of the cocoa-nuts which are picked young for the sake of · 
the cool refreshing drink they afford at this stage: 

Special shows of cocoa-nuts and cocoa-nut products have 
been held by the Department of Agriculture to demonstrate 
strikingly the uses of the cocoa-nut palm; special manures 
are being popularised ; the Government also sent at the 
cost of the State. certain selected merchants to study the 
manufacture of copra and coir in Ceylon and Travan~ore. 

Special shows 
of cocoa-nuts-

The export of cocoa-nuts and copra is valued at about Export. 

Rs. 53lakhs (1922-23): · 

The betel-vine thrives best in low ground where it can 
have a supply of water. A black soil is required. In the 
western paits of the State, the betel-vine is grown with. 
areca palm. 

Betf•l vine 
:Piper betel). 

In the eastern parts, the garden is divided into rows, 10 Cultivation. 

cubits in width, having on one side an elevated channel for 
supplying it \\'ith water and on the other side, a canal to 
carry off what is superfluous. The. rows are divided into 
beds. In the centre of each division, a row of small holes 
is formed, each one cubit distant from the other. In 
December or January, in every hole, two cuttings of the 
vine are put, each two cubits long and covered with earth. 
The shoots are watered regularly; while the four ends 
project and form· an equal number of young plants, they 
are allowed to climb upon dry sticks, put in for the pur!>ose. 
In small drills made across each of the beds, are planted 
rows of the seeds of the agase, nugge, and verjpu. ·The 
garden should be kept clean of weeds and manured once a 
year. When the plants are a year and a half old, they are . 
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detached from the stjcks, two cubits of each are buried in 
the ground and the remainder, conducted close to the root 
of one of the young trees, is allowed to support itself on the 
stem. At the end of two years, two cubits more of each 
plant are buried in the ground and ever afterwards, this is 
once a year repeated. A plantain tree is planted at each 
corner of the bed to give additional coolness to the garden. 
, In the western parts, where the betel-vine is. grown with 
areca palm, whe~ the plantain is fifteen years old, a hole is 
dug near every tree, one cubit deep and one and a half in 
width. The ends of five cuttings of the betel-vine are 
buried in each hole with the upper extremity sloping 
towards the palms. In the second year, the vines are tied 
up to the palm. In the third year, and every other year, 
so much of the vines next the root as have no leaf must be 
buried. 

At the beginning of the fourth year, the cultivator 
begins to gather the leaves for sale and for 15 to 20 years, 
continues to obtain a constant supply. Afterwards, the 
plants die and a new 'garden is formed. From 4 to 6 , 
pickings a year are had ; the money valp.e of the produce 
of an acre may come to Rs. 2,000 but few raiyats do more 
than 1-lOth of an acre as the cultivation is very laborious 
and has to be all done by manual labour. 

The leaves ar.e extensively used in the Indian household 
for chewing with areca-nut. 

The coffee plant (Ooffea arabica) is believed to be a 
native of Abyssinia and most writers agree that it was 

· ·brought to Mysore about two centuries ago by one Baba 
Budan who had made a pilgrimage to Mecca. The plant 
is a many branched small tree or bush, which if left to 
grow naturally, is 15 to 20 feet high .and bears white 
flowers resembling orange blossom; . 
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Coffee unfortunately registers a continued decline with Area under 

122,000 acres in 1914-1915, 108,000 i:o, 1915-1916 and crop. 

104,000 in 1916-1917. There was a. slight rise with 
108,17 5 acres in 1917-1918 and 110,066 in 1918-1919. 
But it again began to decline with 106,066.acres in 1919-
1920, 106,946 ln 1920-1921, 103,951 in 1921-1922, 
103,800 in 1922-1923 and 97,585 in 1923-24. The'follow-
ing are the acreage figures from 1916-i917 to 1923-1924:-

Acres. Acres. 

1916-17 ... 104,416 1920-21 • .. 106,949 
1917-18 .•. 108,175 1921-22 ... 103,951 
1918-19 •.. 110,066. 1922-23. ••• 103,800 
1919-20 •.. 106,066 1923-24 ... 97,585 

Coffee grows best at a1titudes between 2,000 and 5,000 
feet with a rainfall of 60 to 90 inches and a temperate 
climate. Sloping or even fairly steep land is suitable, 
provided that surface erosion is prevented ; good natural 
drainage is important and flat and wet lands are unsuitable. 

There are five descriptions of land in 'Mysore in which 
coffee has been planted :-

(1) The forests termed kans generally situated in moun
tainous cvULtcy intersected by streams of clear water, with 
rocky or sandy beds, 

(2) Heavy ghat forests termed male, 
(3) Village jungles termed wiuve~ 
(4) kumri, or land, the original timber on which having 

been cut, has been followed by a. secondary growth of trees of 
a. smaller type a.nd · 

{5) Kanat'f!, or land covered with hard wood-trees ot 
bamboos. 

Some of the finest estates have been formed _on lands of 
the first and third classes which have the decided advantage 
of possessing a rich deposit of decayed vegetable mould 
that has not been exposed to ·atmospheric influences, and 
hence contain an almost inexhaustible store of organic and 

• 
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inorganic constituents available as food for the coffee 
plant. 

The land selected for growing coffee should be a rich 
sandy loam containing an abundance of humus with a well 
drained gravelly sub·soil. If clayey soils are used, they 
must be frequently limed. 

The best plan is, after felling and clearing the land, to 
remove all the stumps of the jungle trees, and then to fork 
the whole clearing, two feet,deep; taking out as many· roots 
as possible. The stumps and roots removed should be 
subsequently burnt. 'l'his work should be done at the 
beginning of the dry weather and with the first rains, the 
whole clearing should be thickly sown with a green 
dressing crop and the permanent shade trees planted and 
the pits for the coffee plants made. 

Seed should be obtained from healthy strong trees 
kD.own to be good croppers and should be fully ripe. 
The seed should be obtained from another estate or 
preferably district and only the very best, perfectly shaped 
beans selected for sowing. 

A light sand soil not too far from a. supply of "·ater 
may be selected. The soil should be dug deeply an:t• 
reduced 'to a fine tilth and made up into beds about four: 
feet wide with paths between them.. The whole nursery 
should be well drained. The seeds should be sown in 
rows at least six inches apart. The beds are shaded by 
mean~ •of · pandiils · about· six feet high and· the. beds 
are watered by hand as often as necessary and kept 
carefully free of all weeds. The plants are also grown in 
baskets. 

The one or two years old nursery plants are put in five . 
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or six feet apart each way or even wider in pits about 
two feet deep. 

\Yhen the land is cleared for planting, the drainage Drainage. 

system should be laid out. Main drains about four 
feet deep and two feet wide at the top should be 
made in the direction of the natural flow of the 
surface water, and may be put about .eighty to one 
hundred yards apart The side drains should be three 
feet deep and eighteen inches wide .at the top .and 
should follow the contour of the land, the distance 
between them depending upon the nature of the soil 
and climate. 

It is necessary to grow coffee under shade in South Shade. 

India. As to the best trees suitabie for shade, there is 
much difference of opinion. Probably the best all-round 
shade tree is the silver oak. After a few years when the 
tree grows big, the shade needs careful regulation from 
time to time to prevent its getting too dense, and each 
cofl'ee grower must find out for himself the best amount of 
shade !or his particular garden and keep it regulated. It 
"ill be good to arrange the shade by a number of different 
trees of different varieties, ages, and sizes throughout 
the estate. 

The young trees are usually topped by cutting off the Topping. 

le<Lding shoot with a sharp knife, when they are about five 
feet high. I 

The principal objects are to secure the plants against 
wind and storm and to make it easier to collect the crop. 
Topping checks a too free upward growth and causes the 
I•lant to branch freely. 

Careful pruning is really important and where it is Pruning. 

neglected, poor crops will usually follow. 
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The object of pruning is to divert the energies of the 
, plant from forming wood, and to concentrate them upon 
forming fruit .. 

Weeding. As a general rule, a coffee estate should be kept clean 
and as free as possible from weeds. 

Mulching. -The shade trees establish a thick mulch of leaves on.the 
surface of the ground and this mulch plays an important 
pat:t in the success of the coffee cultivation, as it tends to 
preserve moisture and also to supply plant food and humus 
to the soil. It is in fact a most valuable manure. 

Manuring. Coffee .is an exhausting crop when in full bearing 
and requires manure regularly. 

Nitrogen, phosphoric acid, potash and lime must all be 
present in sufficient quantities, if a good crop is, to be 
grown. · 

As a general rule, it is best to broadcast aU fertilisers and 
lightly work them into the top· two inches of the soil. 
Where there is a good mulch of leaves,· these should first 
be swept up into heaps round the stems of the trees. The 
ground should . not be scraped. Between the rows, the 

· manure should be .broadcasted and spread as evenly as 
possible. Under no circumstances should any mamP-i:..'> be 
applied close to the stems of the bushes. Manure should 
be put ~ut as soon as the heavy monsoon rain is over. As a 
fertiliser, cattle manure is a complete manure. 

Another source of nitrogenous manure is a composition. 
made out· of waste materials, such as coffee pulp, line 
sweepings and estate sweepings, etc. ; another natural 
manure of great value is bone. Artificial manures are also 
useful to supplement the above. · 

. Harvest. Good trees will yield a first crop in two years but this is 
left ungather~d, the.l>erries . being . stripped off before they 
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-develop. If a maiden crop from three year old trees 
is a heavy one, it is thinned, otherwise th~e will be · 
little crop in the following year. Full crops may. be 
taken in the fourth year and thereafter. ~he fruits com-: 
mence to ripen in October or early in November and 
continue till January. 

Directly the berries are ripe and have begun to turn red, Handling of 
the crop. 

they must be picked. 

The ripe coffee fruit is termed the cherry, the succulent Manufacture. 

outer coat of the fruit, the pulp, the inner adhesive layer, 
the parchment, and the seed coat within the parchment 
which adheres closely to -the seed, the silver skin. The 
preparation of coffe~ beans from the cherry is accomplished 
in the following stages, pulping, fermenting, drying, 
peeling,· milling or hulling ,and sizing or winnowing, 
Pulping is done by hand or by .machinery. The _beans are 
then fermented to remove a sticky mucilaginous substance •. 
The produce gathered in a. day is put into a. vat and left for 

"' 24 to 36 hours until fermentation sets in. The fermented 
beans are washed by a stream of water and are cleaned. 
The washed beans are then carried to the drying floors and 
exposed to sun and air. Peeling means the removal of 
parchment and silver skin from the beans, by pounding or 
by machinery. The parchment coffee is well warmed in 
the sun before it is peeled and the peeling is not under-, 
taken on a wet or damp day. 

The parchment is best sent to the curers at the coast• 
where it undergoes the final process of. peeling, polishing 
and grading. 

The average yield~f-F~m matured plants is from 300 to Outturo. 

400 lbs. of clean coffee per acre. Prices vary according to 
the size, colour, smell, flavour and uniformity of the coffee . 
beans. · · 
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The Mysore coffee has a high .reputation, the best 
quality of which is commonly quoted at lOs. to 15s. a 
cwt., above that of any other kind that reaches the London 
market. This is attributed partly to the soil and climate, 
and partly to the coffee being slowly ripened under shade. 

Of the diseases to which the coffee plant is subject in 
Mysore, leaf disease is the growth of a fungus named 
Hemileia vastatt·ixl which distributes its spores in the 
form of yellow powder. The effect is to strip the tree 
more .or less of its foliage. The disease called borer is due 
to a beetle (Xylotrechus quadrupes) black with white lines 
and about as large as a horsefly. Coffee trees attacked by 
the borer wither away. Another disease of coffee is called 
mt, also the growth of a fungus named Corticiurn koleroga, 
;which covers the leaves and berries with a black slime, 
which causes them to rot away. 

The green bug or the green scale of coffee, has always 
been regarded as a most serious enemy, but fortunately for 
Mysore the weather conditions do not permit the con
tinued multiplication .of the insect so that in normal years 
nothing serious need be apprehended. 

The die back of coffee is a disease which seems to be 
increasing in seriousness. It is marked by the J•,·jng off 
of young coffee twigs and is accompanied by a particular 
fungus Gla,eospprium coffeanurn on the twigs. 

The Agricultural Department is dealing exhaustively 
with the diseases. 

The potato is another crop new to the State the cultiva
tion of which in recent years has extended greatly. It is 
chiefly confined t.othe taluks of Bangalore,Hoskote,Devan
halli, Chikballapur, Malur .and Sidlaghatt11. The extent 
of land under potato during the y~ar 1922-1923 in the 
State was 3, 7.26 acres, and in the year 1923·24, 5688.acres. 
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The soils on which the c;rop is grown are mostly the 
typical red loams of these tracts, some of the~~ strongly 
lateritic with a considerable mixture of fine later1te nodules 
of the size of a pepper corn. \Vater is invariably available 
in these localities within about 20 feet; rectangular wells 
are dug and water is baled out by means of the picotah ; 
nn.turally, under these conditions, individual raiyats can 
cultivate only from half an acre to a~ acre .. The varieties 
grown are :-

(1) a round type with pronounced eyes, anq with a. yellow 
waxy flesh called " country " and . 

(2) a kidney shaped or oval type called "Ricketts "'which 
is smooth and white and mealy. 

Seed is continuously replenished from Italy, consign· 
ments from which countl:yarrive in Bombay and are grown 
in Poona in the first season, in Belgaum and Dharwar in 
the second. ~tnd in My sore in the third season, i.e., the 
second year· after arrival in India. In some parts, seeds 
got out direct!~· from Italy are ~lso planted. 

The land meant for potatoes is well dug by hand 
. implements and allowed to dry; it is then broken· up, 
cleared of weeds and other rubbish, and manured with 
about 50 cartloads of cattle manure per acre. The field is 
then laid into beds for irrigation and furrows are made from 
9 inches to 1 foot apart. Planting is done in two'seasons, 
one, a rainy season planting done in July arid another, a 
"Vaisake" planting in November and December~ Seed 
potatoes showing eyebuds fairly starting into· growth 
are selected ; each tuber is cut into two or three pieces• 
each having at least one eye, the raiyat being exceedingly 
economical here in this respect ; 30 rnaunds of tubers 
are required per acre. The cut sets are planted very 
close in the furrows at distances of 4 inches from each 
other and covered over lightly with soil; water is let into 
furrows and every three days or oftener, if the soil should 
require it, irrigation is given. In 15 days the sprouts 
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·· appear quite above ground and in a month grow with great 
rapidity; the field is now hand weeded thoroughly and the 
rows are earthed up, the ridges being split and converted 
into furrows.. In three months the crop matures, the 
plants yellowing and drying up. The crop is then dug up, 

· and laid into heaps in the field or in sheds and covered 
over; it is not handled for a week at least as· the skin is 
liable to be rubbed off otherwise. After this time, the skin 
be~omes firm and the potatoes are ready for sale. If there 
should be no disease and if the season should be favourable, 
very heavy crops of up to 400 maunds an acre of average 
size potatoes are obtained. Three hundred maunds is 
reckoned a good yield. 

Owing to the prevalence of 'Ring disease; there is 
-considerable risk in the crop; plants affected will die when 

they are about 12 months old; sometimes when disease is 
v~py_ bad, the loss may·be 30 per cent. The potato moth is 
another enemy, this attacking stored potatoes. 

The bulk of the potato crop of the State is exported to 
Madras and Ceylon. 

The rearing of the silk is a very large industry in the 
State and the cultivation of the mulberry for the feeding 
of the worm is carried on fairly extensively~ The total 
land under mulberry in the State during the" year 1922-
1923 was 33,552 acres and during 1923-1924, 29,589 acres. 
The cultivation of the mulberry is as described below:-

. 
Ta.luks in 
wuich grown. 

The·. mulbetty crop is a well established crop in the 
Taluks of Channapatna, Closepet, Sidlaghatta, Kolar, 
Chikballapur, Hoskote, Kunigal and l\fandya as an 
inigated crop and in T.-Narsipur and ChamrajnagaL' as a 
dry l~nd crop. The cultivation is steadily extending into 
new areas as ~ result _of the newly established Depart
ment of Sericulture and of the high prices ruling for silk . . 
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The dry land mulberry can be grown only on the heavy 
black cotton soil on which sufficient moisture is retained 
to keep the crop alive through the hot weather months. 
The bulk of the mulberry is, however, under irrigation and 
is grown on both heavy clayey soils as well as the red loams 
of Kolar and Hoskote tracts and the light alluvial soils on 
the banks of the Arkavati river in the Closepet Taluk. 

Dry laud 
mulberry. 

A good irrigation source is essential, and where it is growrr Irrigated 

under tanks, wells are dug in the garden to be used when mulberry. 

the tank water fails. Throughout the eastern taluks, how-
ever, the mulberry is mostly grown under well cultivation. 

The variety of mulbe1Ty grown is the bush type, which 
seldom grows more than five or six feet at the most. Of 
these, two kinds are grown which are however seldom put 
down separately but are grown mixed together. One 
of these is distinguished by a whitish stem and the other 
has a dark green stem and are on this account distinguished 
as " viii kaddi " and " kari kaddi. " 

A few specimens of tree mulberry may be seen, :1owever, 
in the Government Sericultural Farms and on the Tata 
Silk Farm at Bangalore. These have not, however, been 
taken up by the raiyats; an attempt is being made to start 
" topes" of tree mulberry in suitable villages. 

Varieties. . 

Tree 
mulberry. 

· The land intended for planting mulberry is invariably Preparation . 

dug about three feet deep prior to the hot weather through •of tbe soil. 

which the clods dry till the advent of the ra.ins. These 
are now broken, grass and other weed roots are gathered 
and removed ; cattle manure is added at about 50 cartloads 
an acre and the soil is reduced to a fine tilth. 

Irrigation beds are formed usually about 6 feet broad, Cultivation 

each bed being divided from the other by a. promip.ent methods, 

:M. Gr. VOL. III. 9*, 
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bund; across the beds little furrows are made at intervals 
of three feet and in these mulberry cuttings about 12• to 

. 18 " long. are planted by sticking them slantingly in 'the 
soft mud. As the plants 'grow up, more manure is added 
and the rows are earthed up; irrigation is given systematic
ally and· copiously: The plants are pruned once a year 
from November to January being cut right down to the 
base of the plants ; the ground round the base is also dug 
arid. ll)anured at this time. The excreta of the worms 
along with the refuse qf the rearing house is also applied 
as manure.. With good irrigation a flush of leaves is 
ready in a month; :this. is stripped for the ·worms, and in 
another six weeks there is a second flush of leaves, there 
being generally 11ix such pickings in the year; in the taluks 
of Kolar it is usual to cut the plants right down· to the base 
and carry home the young twigs themselves instead of 
stripping only the leaves as is done elsewhere.· The plants 
are trimmed thrice a year in this way. In the case of the 
black cotton soil mulberry raised as· a dry crop, there are 
only three pickings in the yea1~. · Raiyats either rear the 
worms themselves or sell. the leaves to rearers. 

In recent years the leaves from an acre have fetched as 
much as Rs. 50 per acre per picking, and .the six pickings 
usual in the year have given Rs. 300 i'l..l acre. Leaves.fetch 
a higher price in the hot weather, · · 

Mipc:.el!a.neoulf Among miscellaneous crops may be mentioned Baje 
:~~~·:. · . (Acorus ca.lamus), a medicinal crop gro'A-'D. in puddled 

·Annatto, fields in the taluk of Koratagere, for the sake of its root 
Indigo, 
Ginger, and stocks . which have important medicinal properties ; 
Ganja. annatto (Rangamale) · grown. for the sake of the dye 

prepared from. its ·seeds, which is grown to some extent 
in· the Closepet Taluk; indigo which was grown in the 
days prior to synthetic dye at Belakvadi {Mysore), Nadoor, 
,(Sira Taln~ and has again begun to be cultivated near 
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:Mysore, and in certain villages in the 1\faddagiri and 
Chikballapur TaJuks; pepper, and cardamoms in the 
l\Ialnii.d which have been referred to under areca-nut; 
ginger grown in several areca-nut and plantain gardens; 
turmeric grown as an important field . crop in the 
Goribidnur Taluk; Ganja (cannabis sativa), the narcotic 
which is grown to a small extent. under the super
vision of the Excise Department of the State, from 
whom a special license . has to be obtained before 
any one can attempt the cultivation. Onions and 
garlic are quite considerable crops in the Chikballapur, 
Devanhalli, Sidlaghatta, French Rocks and Hunsur 
Taluks. 

A list of the fruits and vegetables grown in the State is Fruits and 

given in Volume I, Chapter IV. The Horticultural DeJ.Jart- vc~eta.blea. 
ment is devoting special attention to the encouragement of 
fruit cultivation and a survey of the fruit trees in. the 
Bangalore District was carried out by the Superintendent 
of Gardens in the year 1913-14. 

During the season, there is a plentiful supply of Fruits. 

oranges, mangoes, plantains, jack~fruits, grapes, figs and : 
rose apples. Apples, pomegranates and peaches are also 
available ; melons are also groWn. The plantain, the 
jack-fruit and the mango are largely availed of by the 
people as articles of diet. The total extent of land iri 
the State, during 1922-23, under mango was 12,246 
acres. 

During all the seasons of the year, there is an unfailing VegetabiM. 

supply of indigenous vegetables in the Cities of Bangalore 
and Mysore and at Bangalore a fairly large ·supply of 
cabbages, cauli-flowers, tomatoes, etc. A large quantity of 
vegetables and beans is exported from Bangalore to the 
neighbouring British territories. 
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V. FARM ANIMALS. 

Cattle. Mysore has, from a very early period, enjoyed a just 
renown for her superior breed of cattle. The generally 
mild and salubrious climate of the plateau, with extensive 
pastures, favoured cattle breeding and attracted nomadic 

·. tribes who brought with them excellent breeds which could 
not- fail to improve the indigenous cattle. Cattle play a 
very important part in local agriculture. Cattle manure 
serves to enrich the soil. Carts and bullocks enable the 
removal of manure to distant fields. The operations of 

. ploughing and harrowing the soil, of sowing and thinning 
the crop and of lifting water from wells for in·igation 
purposes, are mostly carried on by bullock power. The 
crop when cut is removed to the threshing floor and 
trodden out by cattle, and the grain taken to the market in 
carts drawn by cattle. 

]{umber. According to the quinquennial census of agricultural 
stock in the State, held in March and April1925, the total 
number of each kind was as follows :-

Bulls 
Bullocks 
Cows 

Buffaloes-

213,647 
1,327,330 
1,494,097 

(!) Bull . 81,7 44 
(2) Oow 459,535 
Young stock 993,941 

Shee;p 2,492,021 
Goats 1,742,017 

During the years 1923 and 1924 owing to the failure of 
crops over the greater part of the State, there was a serious 
shortage of fodder. The cattle mortality was very heavy 
and large numbers were also sold away. The cattle census 
of 1925 registered therefore a great decline in the cattle . 
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population, the percentage of decline being as shown 
below:-

Bulls 2'5 
Bullocks 6'0 
Cows 13'0 

Buffaloes-
(!) Bull 
(2) Cow 
Young Stock 
Sheep 

28'0 
17'0 
24'0 
13'0 

Goats alone registered an increase, and very materially, 
due to the increasing practice of goat keeping by ryot$ and 
others as well, because of its hardy nature. • 

The principal breeds of homed cattle in Mysore are the Breeds. 

Amrut 1\Iahal, Mahadesvaran Betta, the K.a.nkanhalli and 
the village cattle. 

The Amrut :Mahal cattle comprises three varieties or Amru' 

family groups called the Hallikar,Hagalvadi and Chitaldrug Mahal. 

from the districts which originally ·produced them. This 
is a far famed breed characteristically different from every 
other Indian breed. It stands in relation to other Indian 
breeds, much as the thorough bred horse to horses general-
ly. These cattle are of medium size and white or grey in 
colour. They are fiery tempered and very active, enduring 
and hardy. The bullocks are essentialJy suitable for road 
work and are capable of quick, long journeys under a light 
or moderate load. They have fine heads, alert ears a.ncl 
long pointed horns, while the compactly proportioned 
frame, the shapely limbs and the hard, black feet indicate 
endurance, activity and strength. This breed matures 
very slowly and the cows are poor milkers. 

This breed comes from the jungles and hills near Mahades

I3iligirirangan Betta on the south-eastern. frontier. of varao lntt.. 
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Mysore. They are larger than the Amrut 1\Iahal cattle, 
but are loosely made and not wen· ribbed up. They have 
heavy loose-hanging dewlaps, sloping broad foreheads and 
large muzzles. They are very heavy and slow animals. 

This breed comes from Kankanhalli in the south-east of 
1\fysore; they are very like the 1\Iahadesvaran Betta breed. 
They have thick horns, broad sloping foreheads and white, 
very thick skins. 

These vary very much in size, colour and characteristics. 
As a general rule, they are shunted :per lactation. 

The indigenous cows are generally poor milkers. Cows 
from Kankan:halli are said to be the best among the local 
breeds of cows ; under proper feeding and keep such as 
they get ~th the milkmen of t4e towns, they yield up to 
_4,000 lbs. of milk per lactation. · 

The Palace. Establishment of His Highness the 1\Iaha
raja maintains varieties of breeds of superior cattle. The 
latest addition is a large herd of Scindi cows. 

Feeding. The gre~t majority of the live-stock is maintained by 
~p:azing during the day and home feeding at night, while 
considerable numbers are supported either purely on 
pasturage or are chiefly home fed. All large herds of cattle 
which are usually kept in the open, are generally main-
tained on pasturage alone. · 

Cattle are also allowed . to graze in Government forests 
on payment of a small fee. All village cattle, except valu
able bulls and cows which may be specially taken care of, 
are collected together in the morning and driven out to the 
village Gomal or common where they are g~azed. Most of 
the pasture lands of the country are very indifferent as to 

.·soil, and pro8.uce scanty, innutritious ~·ass even at the best 
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of seasons. In the hot weather or during drought, the 
pastures afford absolutely no grazing.. · 

The Amrut Mahal cattle are kept in grazing grounds 
called ktwals under an establishment of graziers and other 
attendants. These kavals are low and sheltered valleys on 
the catchments of tanks, where pasturage and water are 
available in the hot weather. The herds are moved about 
from kava.ls to kavals as each kaval becomes grazed down. 
The cattle are brought up in a semi-wild state ; taming and 
breaking them to work is an arduous operation; the Depart
ment holds sales of these cattle yearly; breeding bulls 
are also sold at a concession price to bona fide breeders. 

The chief breeding tracts in the State are the Kankan- Breeding 

halli Taluk where, along the banks of the Cauve:J;y and traots, 

Arka.vati, large herds are kept by breeders. The j~gles 
and river margins afford good pasturage and water. 
Breeders have their owri kavals in which· the herds are 
kept in the open. One year old and ten months old bull 
calves are bought from these men and taken to the villages 
far and near to rear. In addition to this taluk, the taluks 
of :Mandya, Malavalli, N agamangala and Kunigal also form 
notable breeding areas ; in these latter taluks however the 
breeders are only the small raiyats who keep one or more 
cows of. the best Hallikar breeds and put them to bulls of 
proven merit and good quality; great care is taken iu the 
keeping of these cows; they are never let.(lut with the other 
cattle, they are tethered and grazed under the eye of the 
breeder and ar~ led home in the evening ; by this me'Vls 
crossing with the scrub bulls of the village is prevented. 
Both calve~d bulls of known parentage fetch fancy 
prices. Though no record of pedigree is kept, yet raiyats 
know it quite well up to one or two generations; the 
character and performance of any good specimens are 
known throughout the tract and remembered even though 
the animals may change hands many time£!. So great is 
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the demand for the bull calves in this tract that the country 
is depleted of such, and often hardly a single bull calf ~f 
over a year can be seen ; it is usual to put cows to the 
plough in these taluks on account of the scarcity of bull 
calves. 

The rearing of cattle is carried on throughout the 
Maidan districts ; the fodder jola often sown as an early 
Mungar crop, the green grazing afforded by the ragi 
thinnings, the grazing the field margins which are for this 
purpose kept very large about 20' to 30' broad, jola grown 
as akadi or mixed crop,· the haulms of avare, and horse 
gram-all these provide a succession of green feed through 
the season favourable to the rearing of superior cattle. 

Outside the local market, the great customers for the 
Mysore cattle are dealers from N ellore in Madras and 
raiyats from the black soil tracts of Dharwar. The annual 
jatms at many of the sacred shrines are also great cattle 
fairs where magnificent cattle are brought for sale in large 
numbers; at Chunchinkatte in Mysore, at Nandi in Kolar, 
at Subrahmaniamghatti near Maklidrug in Bangalore, and 
at Harihar in Chitaldrug and Rampur in Shimoga, the 

. typical heavy cattle of the State are brought and sold. 
Small sized'cattle fancied by raiyats of the Madras Districts 
of Arcot, Vellore and Chingleput are picked up mostly in 
the Kolar District, especially at the .A.vani Jatro1 . 

. In addition to these yearly fairs, cattle are brought br 
dealers in the villages themselves ; about September and 
Octooer, the N ellore dealers come round and their brokers 
collect together e~igible cattle in specified places; after 
purchasing, the herds are taken to Bellary, Dharwar and 
the adjac.ent northern districts. 

All male stock other than breeding stock is regularly 
castrated. T~e operation is, however, seldom performed 
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until the animals are about 5 years old. It is believed that 
early castration interferes with the full bodily development 
of the animal and that the typical bodily configuration 
peculiar to these animals becomes altered. The result of 
this belief, so far as. the generality of the cattle of the 
country is concerned, is that it acts as a hindrance to any 
scheme of cattle improvement. A large number of scrub 
bulls moYe freely in the village herds; many cows are . 
covered by these bulls, some of them immature and nearly 
all of them very poor specimens of bulls, being more or less 
mongrel in type. The Veterinary Department is, how-

. ever, trying to effect a great change in the methods by 
inducing ra.iyats to haYe all their bull calves, other than 
those intended for breeding purposes, castrated at a very 
early age. The local methods of castration practised by 
the raiyat are also crude; they are exceedingly cruel, the 
animals take a long time to recover and the operation 
itself is often only. imperfectly done. The quick and 
thorough operation, being popularised by the Veterinary 
Officers, is much appreciated by the raiyats and many of 
them gladly bring their animals to be castrated by this 
method both ip .. the· Veterinary Hospitals and elsewhere 
where Vete1;nary Officers may be touring for this purpose. 

Buffaloes thrive better than ordinary cattle in districts Buffaloee .. 

of heavy rainfall, and in rice tracts male buffaloes are 
extensively used for both tillage and road work. The best 
are produced in districts of moderate.rainfall where condi-
tions for breeding are favourable. They should havel 
access to deep water or be bathed twice daily. Their 
sparse coarse hair is usually shaved off several times a year. 
Buffaloes vary in colour, but the majority have black hair 
and shining black skins. Some have white markings and 
a. few are grey or light dun and very occasionally albino. 
Their lowing differs from that of kine and they have no 
hump, while buffalo milk is richer in butter fat than cow's . 
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milk.· Large male buffaloes are used for heavy cartage. 
They can draw heavier loads or carry heavier packs than 
bullocks of the same size. · · 

There are three varieties, the Hullu," the Gaujri or 
Gujarat, and the Chokkatu, which comes from the country 
bordering on the river Krishna. The Hul]u is by far the 
most common and is the native breed of the country. The 
outside breeds are greatly superior in size to the Hullu, but 
in this country they very soon degenerate. The female of 
the first breed has ·a calf every year and gives milk for 
seven months while the latter breeds once in two or three 
years only, and gives a large quantity of milk. In recent 
years, a large number of Delhi and J a:fferbadi buffaloes have 
been imported by the milkmen of Bangalore. 

Sheep and goats are bred most successfully in areas 
receiving a· moderate rainfall. Upland or well drained 
soil, with sparse jungle growth and a considerable variety 
of natural herbage, is good if of sufficient extent. The 
notable sheep breeding tracts of the State are Hunsur, 
Mandya, Channarayapatna, Kolar, Mulbagal and Davan
gere. 

· There &,re three varieties, the Kurubar or ordinary breed, 
the Gollar which is less common and the Yelaga which is 
the rarest of the three. \Vhite, brown and black colours 
are found in all the three breeds. 

The Kuruba-r is a small sheep with horns curling back
wards. Both its flesh and wool are superior to those of 
the other two varieties. The Gollar is distinguished from 
the K urubar by its large size, coarser wool, longer neck 
and different formation as to the head and jaw.s. The 
Yelaga is longer in the leg and stands higher than the 
other breeds, but is less bulky and more resembles a goat 
in structure . . 
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They are solely dependent on pasturage, being never fed Feeding. 

on grain. 

Sheep, with the exception of Yelagas; are shorn twice a Wool. 

year and fifty fleeces amount to about a rnaund weight. 
The wool is coarse, and is made into rough kambalies. The 
shepherd usually hands over a hundred. fi~eces to tha 
weaver who gives him in return a kambali. 

There are two kinds· of goats, the long legged or meke Goata. 

and the short legged or kanchi. meke; but the two can 
propagate together . 

. The rapid increase in the number of goats in the State 
within the last few years is really an outstanding feature of 
rural life. The increase within the last five years .alone . 
was as high as 36 per cent and this notwithstanding the 
great fodder famine and the period which reduced 'the cattle 
population seriously. In the 1925 ce:p.sus, the. number of 
goats registered was 1, 7 42,017. . 

Goats live entirely on the leaves of bushes and trees. 
One male is kept for twenty females. Of those not wanted 
for breeding, the shepherd sacrifices some for his own use 
and the remainder he castrates and sells to the butcher. 
They generally breed once a year, about 4 times, after 
which they are _generally killed by the shepherds for their 
own use. For lhree months, the kid is allowed the whole 
milk; afterwards, the mother is milked. once a day for two 
months. 

The most common cattle diseases met with in the St'ate cattle 

are :-Rinderpest; black-quarter, foot and mouth disease diseases. 

and anthrax. 

Preventive measures, such as inoculation of all the Preventive 

healthy cattle against the various diseases, have been found measures, 

very successful. Veterinary hospitals and dispensaries . 
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· have been opened in all the district head-quarters and 
also in the more important taluk head-quarters. All these 
institutions are in charge of Assistant Veterinary Inspect
ors. As soon as' any infectious disease breaks out in a 
village, the village headman is to inform both the Revenue 
and the Veterinary Officers who make the necessary 
arrangements to combat the diseases. • 

VI. IRRIGATION. 

Irrigation forms the subject of a separate Chapter in this 
Volume, and is also referred to in the earlier part of this 
Chapter. Without irrigation from w~lls or tanks or 
channels, many of the food and commercial crops could riot 
be raised in the State as in other parts of India. Only the 
direct effects of irrigation on agriculture are indicated 
below:-

The irrigated area during the year 1923-24 was as fol
lows:-

Under Government channels 
Under private channels 
Under tanks · 
Under wells ' 
Other sources 

124,609 acres 
11,920 , 

465,544 , 
87,001 " 

510,064 " 

thus making up a total of 1,199,138 acres or about 16 per 
cent of the total cropped area. 

VII. AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS. 

The net area available for cultivation during the year 
1923-24 omitting forests and other lands not available for 
cultivation was 8,644,125 acres. 

'The area under occupancy was 7,953,888 acres of which 
2,044,645 acres were current fallows. The net area 
cropped was thus 5,909,243 acres . .. 
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The extent of cultivable waste not under occupancy was 
t.i00,2:37 a<:'res, of which 610,179 acres were dry, 62,227 
a('res wet and 17,831 acres garden. 

The extent of individual holdings classified is given 
under "extent and sizz of holdings." 

Classifying the number of holders according to the 
reYcnue paid· by ea<:>h of them, the figures stand as fol• 
lows:-

Those paying Rs. 5 and under were 419,508; those paying 
between Rs. 5 and 25 were 436,717; those paying between 
R'l. 25 and 100 were 122,202 ; those paying between Rs. 100 
and 500 were 9,235 and those paying above Rs. 500 eacl;t were 
2.:i5. 

The incidence of land revenue, per acre, on the fully 
assessed area, was Rs. 1~4-8 for total area; for cultivated 
area, 1~11~10 and Rs. 2-0-5 (excluding excess 2-0-4) per 
head of population. 

Cultivable 
waste. 

~umber of 
holders 
according to 
the amount 
of revenue 
paid. 

Incidl.'nce of 
land revenue. 

In 1923-24, the number of ploughs was 8,329 of the Ploughs ancJ 
carts. country wooden type and 8,577 of the improved iron type; 

and the number of carts was 26,315. 

VIII. AGRIC'C'LTURAL CREDIT. 

In Mysore, as in other parts of India generally, agricul- General. 

ture is in the hands of small men and the capital required 
for the cultivation of the soil is supplied in small sums by 
bmall capitalists. Very often the peasant has to work on 
borrowed capital. From time immemorial, thesmall village 1 

bttnker has had the monopoly of supplying money to the 
agriculturist. In some parts of the country, the land 
itself passes either by sale or by usufructuary mortgage 
into the hands of the money lending class. The transfer 
of the land to a class which merely speculates on quick 
returns has contributed not only to the discontent of the 
J•eat>antry, but also to the irupo\·erishment of the soil. 
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The peasants are, as a class, and with but a few rare excep
tions, illiterate and men of small commercial intelligence. 
They are not yet weaned from costly traditional customs. 

It is no doubt true that during the last guarter of a 
century, the value of land and the prices of agricultural 
products have increased appreciably and thus the security 
of the pe.asant and his credit have been enhanced and his 

·receipts. also have increased. 

Among t.he measu~es adopted from time to time by the 
Government of His Highness the Maharaja to improve the 

. economic condition of .the agriculturists, the following are 

. the most important :-

(i) The formation of Agricultural Banks . 
. (ii) Grant of . .loans under Land Improvement Loans 

Regulation IV of 1890 for the construction or repair of wells 
or tanks, the reclamation of waste or any other work by which 
the letting value of land for purposes of agriculture will be 
permanently increased. 

(iii) Grant . of l~~ns u~der .Section 194 of the. . Land 
Revenue Code- · · 

(1) for the purchase of :-
(a) seed grain (including s~ed su~ar-cane, seed plantations, etc.), 
(b) ploughing cattle (including cattle used for raising water and cart-

ing manure),· · 
(c) horse and pony stallions and breeding bulls, 
(d) fodder for cattle, 
(e) manure; 

(2) for other agricultural objects, such as:
(a) the building or re-building of houses, 
(bi the purchase of agricultural implements (including carts), 
(c) erection of double mhotes or oth11r cQlltrivances for raising water, 
(d) erection of indigo vats and such like appliances for dealing with 

r&\V agricultural produce, . 
(e) for the ~rection of sugar-cane mills, 
(/) for the purchase of otbor agricultural machinery, 
(g) for the relief of distress. 

(iv) ]'ormation of Co-operative Societies; 
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(L') Grant of loans for Fruit Culture, Sericulture, ·Dairy 
Farms; and 

(ei) The supply of seed and machinery by the Agricultural 
Department on easy terms. 

The following quotation from the Dewan's Address to Agricultural. 
Danks. the Representative Assembly in 1894 explains the origin 

of these Banks and the lines on which they were formed:-

" On the one hand, we have large accumulations of unused 
capital in the country as evidenced by the balances in the 
Presidency and other Exchange Banks, the ·refusal of the 
former to receive any private deposits except as current ones 
carrying no interest and the high premium which the Govern
ment of India 3t per cent securities command. On the other 
hand, we have the agriculturist suffering from inability to 
raise the funds required for his bona fide purposes, except at 
ruinous rates of interest. In our own State, the balance of the 
Government Savings Bank deposits has risen from four lakhs in 
1881, to 28 lakhs during the last year, though the rate of 
interest was recently reduced to 31 per cent, but the borrowing 
power of our raiyat is nevertheless as low as ever. The sub· 
stantial agriculturist, especially the coffee planter and the 
grower of exportable produce, is able to obtain some credit 
from the foreign buyer on the security of his crops at 9 and 12 
per cent interest, but the ordinary raiyat is unable to get any 
credit except at usurious rates. How to bridge over the wide 
gulf that thus separates capital from want is one of the most 
important problems of the day in this country, and it is not 
without considerable diffidence that His Highness' Govern· 
ment approach its solution ; but we derive the hope of eventual 
success from what has already been accomplished in some 
European countries, where conditions very similar to ours 
haYe existed. The most successful system has been proved 
to be that in which the agriculturists forming themselves into 
an Association on strictly co-operative principles substituted 
their own united credit for that of the intermediate body, thus 
securing for themselYes the fullest return for their own credit 
as agriculturists and doing away with the profits of the middle
mt·n. The exit:;ting conditions among us offer no insuperable 
obotacle in the way of the establishment and succepsful working 

lL Gr. VOL. III. 10 
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of similar Associations in this country under the designation 
of Agricul~ural Banks. The essential 
principles underlying their constitution are :-

(i) Every :Bank to be au association of landholders formed on strictly 
co-operative principles, and enlisted on the basis of mutual confidence aris
ing from the mutual information of each other'P character and resources. 
The object to be the common benefit of cheap credit and not the earning of 
divisible profits; 
. (ii) There should be no share capital, the funds required for tbe :B .. nk 

being obtained by means of loans raised or deposits received; 
.. (iii) The members to contribute their liability only. They will be at full 

liberty to limit this liability by prescribing a maximum for each individual 
loan or for the sum total of all loans, or to resign at any time and thus escape 
from further liability; 

· (iv) The funds raised by the Bank to be lent only to its members, at such 
moderate rate of interest as will leave the Bank a small margin for the actual 
expenses of management and for the gradual formation of a Reserve Fund; 

(v) The affairs of the Bank to be managed by a body elected from among 
the nlembers themselves and giving their services gratuitously; and 

(vi) No loan to be made except for an approved purpose, such as some 
agricultural operation, which, with ordina.ry ca.re, may be expectPd to yield 
enough to repay the loan and to leave some profit for the borrower. 

. And it only remains for me to add that a Bank thus 
constituted and doing business on such conditions must be 
f.?Olvent and will be able eventually to command ample 
credit in the open market; but while such credit is in the 
process of growth-and its growth will take time-the 
Government. will be prepared to help the Bank, with 
deposits of money at favourable rates of interest. The 
Government will, in addition, be able to grant exemption 
from stamp and other duties, to provide for the special 
registration of loans and their ready recovery, for the 
custody of funds in public treasuries, for the periodical 
audit of accounts, etc., but the co-operative spirit to which 
the Association is to owe its existence must emanate from 
the agriculturists themselves." 

Their growth, In the year 1895, two Banks were started. In 1896, 
the Government appointed a special agency to supervise 
the working of the Banks, and by the year 1901, the 
number of Banks rose to 64 and the total advances made 

_ by Governn}ent to them was about Rs. 15lakhs. 
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The Ban,ks did not work well and the first serious note Their decline. · 

of warning was sounded in the Dewan's address to the 
Hepresentative Assembly in the year 1901 in the following 
terms:-

"It is unfortunate that these Banks have not worked as 
successfully as was expected at ·the time of their institution 
. . . . . . The outbreak of plague and the consequent 
depression in trade and business can only be said to have very · 
slightly retarded the growth of these institutions. There 
seems to be deeper causes for this unsatisfactory result which 
require to be investigated. Possibly, the defect lay in the 
too easy terms granted by Government. The difference 
between the rates of interest prescribed for the Banks and the 
current market rate was so great that borrowing was, in a. 
measure, stimulated beyond the actual bounds of necessity. 
The members also were nt;~t perhaps all of them strictly of the 
class and occupation for whose benefit such Banks were 
intended. About Rs. 15 lakhs have been advanced by the 
State, of which, deducting the amount refunded till now; there 
is still a large outstanding balance of more than Rs. 13,82,000. 
The Banks have moreover failed to attract deposits to a larger 
extent than about Rs. 15,000 and the Reserve Fund has not 
amounted to more than Rs. 35,000. · The property of the 
members which has been looked upon as security for the 
amount advanced by Government has been valued, it is true, 
at about. Rs. 48 lakhs, but it is possible that the· value has 
been over-estimated or has det.eriorated in a number of cases. 

• • • • . . . The iillperative necessity of adhering to 
a prepared scheme of repayments has been enjoined, and the 
granting of any further advances has been suspended for the 
present." 

The number of Banks began to decrease year after year, 
till the year 1917 when there were only two Agricultural

1 

Banks, which, however, had repaid their loans to Govern
ment. 

To promote thrift and providence among the people and Co-operative 

to afford to the agriculturists and artisans an e:Jsy means of movemet•t. 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 10* 
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combination to obtain credit and with a view to avoid thE:' 
defects which ·marred the successful working of the 
Agricultural Banks, the Co-operative Societies Regulation, 
which is an adaptation of the British enactment of 1904, 
with a somewhat wider range of objects, was passed into 
law in June 1905 and the Registrar of Co-operative 
Societies was appointed in September 1905. The pro-

. gress of the movement _is dealt with in Vohim~ IV, 
Administrative, Chapter IV. 

During the year 1923-24, the number of Agricultural 
Societies was 1,184 .. 

. The total amount of loans granted during the year 
1923-24 for productive purposes was Rs. 43'24 lakhs or 
nearly 77'6 per cent of the total loans. . 

A sum of Rs. 1'09 lakhs was given for payment of 
kandayam due to Government and Rs. 10'52 lakhs for 
purchase of food and other necessaries of life and Rs. 16'01 
lakhs for discharging prior debts. 

It was decided in 1912 to establish, where conditions 
were favourable, Co-operative Societies on the unlimited 
liability basis by the side of the defunct Agricultural 
Banks, and thus give an opportunity to the members of 
the latter institutions to enjoy the facilities afforded by 
Co-operative Societies. Accordingly, from 1912 to the 

·year 1915, thirty-three such societies were started. 

IX. ·woRK DONE BY THE DEPARTMENTS oF AGRICUL

TURE, VETERINARY SciENCE AND SERICt"LTt"RE, 

AND THE CENTRAL AGRICULTURAL BoARD. 

The work of the Agricultural Department may be 
broadly classed into (I) Research, (II) Extension or 
Popularisation, and. (III) Agricultural Education. 
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Research is carried on in the laboratpries of the Depart- Res:Jarch. 

ment and on the different Government Farms, through 
the following sections :.:.._ 

(a) The che-mical section.-Underta.kes the analysis of 
soils, manures and produce ; conducts manurial and other 
experiments on soils by pot-culture methods, and. on experi
mental plots in the Government Farms and in the holdings of 
selected ra.iyats; carries out all the chemical work connected 
with the trial of varieties of sugar-cane, ground-nuts and with 
the manufacture of jaggory, sugar, etc. 

(b) The entomological section.-Carries on investigations 
into the insect pests of the State, both of growing crops and 
stored produce, with a view to the devising of remedial measures 
through its insectary and other indoor work, and on the field ; 
undertakes demonstration of remedial measures on raiyats' 
holdings ; supervises the working of the • Pest Act ' recently 
passed as the result of the work of this section in regard to 
the Kambli H"la (or caterpillar pest) in parts of the Chita.l
drug and Kadur Districts. Researches on the Jola. grass
hopper, Kambli Hul{J,, ground beetles, pests of stored grain, 
Castor semi-looper, and the mango-hopper are some of the 
noteworthy items of the work accomplished. 

(c) The mycological . section.-Ca.rries on investigations 
into the fungus and other diseases of crop':l both in the labora
tory and on special gardens and fields taken up for the purpose 
from time to time; carries out spraying and other combative 
measures on the holdings of applicants; supervises the working 
of the Pest Act in regard to the Kole Roga of. areca-nuts in 
the Shimoga Malnii.d. Work on (1) the ring disease of the 
potato, (2) the Ko'k Roya of the areca-nut which alone has 
meant the saving in the aggregate of a. very large sum of 
money to the areca. growers whose annual losses used to be 
very great and (3) the spike disease of sandal, are noteworthy 
items of the work accomplished so far. · • 

(d) The section of botany.-Carries on work in plant 
breeding ; varieties of the field crops of the State are tested, 
pure strains isolated and compared and new varieties originated 
for the production if possible of better varieties. The work on 
ragi and sugar-cane accomplished so far is notable, a yearly 
increasing area is being put under the improved strain of Ragi 

• 
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(H22) recommended by this section; a very large number of 
seedling canes have been originated, one of which, viz., H.M. 
544, is now grown over large areas. 

(e) The engineering section.-Carries on studies regarding 
implements with a. view to improve or adapt foreign ones or 
devise new implements; assistance to raiyats in drainage and 
irrigation matters is given; experiments on the duty of water 
are carried out; all the heavy machinery of the department 
such as cane mills, engines, tractor, etc., are looked after. The 
new mould-board plough referred to under "Implements" in 
this Chapter is a promising piece of work. 

(f) The GQVernment Farms.-Carry on both experimental 
and demonstration work and incidentally supply seeds, imple
ments and manures :-

(1) The Hebbal Farm is the oldest; much promising work on ragi, paddy 
and sugar.cane has been done; the plant breeding work on ragi and sugar
cane is done here. The Uovernment Agricultural School is also located on 
this Farm. · 

(2) The Marthur Farm in the Shimoga District studies MalMd problems 
regarding the cultivation of areoa, paddy a•od sugar-cane. The cultivation of 
sugar-cane and the manufacture of jaggory bas extended in thA locality as 
the result of the example of the Farm. 

(3) The Babboor Farm in the Marikanave tract of the Chitaldrug District 
is a large sugar-cane Ftirm in which sugar-cane is grown as a commercial 
undertaking; plant breeilin~~: work on cotton and j?la is conducted on tllia 
Farm. The Farm provides cane mills and cotton gin., the latter to handle 
the rai;)'llts' cotton also. 

(4) The Nageuahalli Sugar-cane Farm in the Cauvery channPl tract 
close to Mysore City is to test sugar-cane varieties, seleoot suitable ones for the 
tract, and undertake the supply on a large scale of the seed of the selected 
varieties. Incidentally manuring, cultivation and manufacture and other 
studies regarding sugar-cane are nndel1aken. 

This section is the la1·gest and is in direct touch with 
the raiyat. The results attained by the various scientific 
sections and deemed fit for being taken up by the raiyat 
are popularised; the co-operation of the raiyats is enlisted 
for the trial of these recommendations on their own hold
ings ; as the result of the field trials, arrangements are 
made to bring them into general adoption with such 
modification as may be found necessary. Demonstrations 
of all these recommendations are carried out ; advice and 
help given to all raiyats; estates are inspected; depots 
are maintained in the district head-quarters and in some . 
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taluk head-quarters for the stocking and sale of improved 
implements, manures and seeds. These depots are also 
the offices of the Agricultural Inspectors who are to inter
view and advise raiyats when called upon. Lectures, 
demonstrations and exhibitions at Jiitrus and other gather
ings, village talks and other means of propaganda work 
are undertaken. Through co-operation with the various 
district and ta.lnk organizations, Co-operative Societies, 
Agricultural Associations and so on, improvements a.re 
popularised. The whole work is in charge of two 
Divisional Officers helped by a. large staff of ~OTicultnra.l 
Inspectors and Fieldmen. 

'(1) Instruction in Agriculture is imparted in the Hebbal Education. 

Agricultural Scliool, which'provides a three-year course. The 
instruction is in English: 

(2) At Chikkanaha.lli in the Tumkur District, a Vernacular 
Agricultural School gives a one-year co~. · . 

(3) In all the Government Farms, short courses are held 
for small periods fot practical instruction in the various opera
tions recommended by the Department. 

(4) In co-operation with the Educational Department, 
" Rural Science " classes are held in certain selected Village 
Schools. 

In addition to the above, the Department also embraces Live-stock 

two sub-departments, one being the Veterinary and Live- ~:::!».;,. 
Stock and the either Sericultura.l. Science. 

Through Veterinary hospitals throughout the State, , 
veterinary aid is rendered, while considerable itineration is 
done also for preventive inoculation of the raiyats' cattle, 
for castration of stock and so on. I 

The study of cattle and sheep, vl'ith a view to improve
ment, forms the functions of the latest addition to the 
Agricultural Department, t'iz., the section of the Live
Stock Expert. Advice on Dairy matters, supply of Dairy 
ma<:hinery, etc., are also undertaken. 
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This is als~ a recent additiol;l to the Agricultural Depart
ment. 

Mysore Is well-fitted by soil, climate and local conditions 
for silk production. There is practically no parts of the 
State, with the exception perhaps of portions of Chital
drug, where it cannot be successfully introduced. In · 
Mysore, a distinct race of the silk worm has been evolved 
which is multivoltine, and admittedly superior to other 
multivoltine races in robustness and yield. 

The industry is at present practised as an import?-nt 
subsidiary occupation to the south of a line joining Chik
ballapur, Kunigal, Mandya and Nanjangud. The total 
area under mulberry is nearly 35,000 acres, the value of 
silk production is annually about Rs. 60 lakhs and some 
i20,000 persons find employment in the various branches 
of the industry. 

Some years ago, the Education Department was 
entrusted with teaching sericulture through the agency of 
village schools, but with no great success. The subject 
was then taken up in 1911 by the Agricultural Committee 
of the Economic Conference and men trained at. Tata's 
Silk Farm in Bangalore were sent out for work in Sericul
tural Taluks. In the years 1914 and 1916, the services of 
Signor \Vashington 1\Iari, an Italian Expert, were secured 
by the State and he organised a small farm with a school 
and grainag~ at Channapatna, established a few outstations 
for propagandist work and made a small beginning in the 
preparation and issue of disease-free eggs. In 1916 the 
Government sanctioned temporarily the formation of a 
Sericultural Department and its activities are indicated 
below:- · 

{i) Seed production grainages. 
(ii) Demonstration of better methods of rearing, popular 

schools, farms and village demonstrations. · 
• 
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(iii) Finance;-Technical part of the enquiry relating to 
applications for sericultural loans under rules sanctioned by 
Government at the instance of the Agricultural Committee. . 

{iv) Organization.-Stimulation of Co-operative effort, 
study of markets; improvement of reeling; introduction of 
doubling and twisting, etc. 

(v) Experimental work.-Determination of the best 
manures and cultural methods for mulberry; the best methods 
of selectiw breeding; the improvement of reeling; the increase 
of output by the partial substitution of higher yielding races 
and hybrids; the most efficient grain~ge technique, etc. 

Government have also sanctioned temporarily scholar- Scholarship~ 

ships ranging from Rs.IO to 20 per mensem. according to ~:rioulture. 
qualifications, to male and female. candidates for learning 
Sericulture, with a view to encourage the recruitment to 
the Department of qualified' agency. 

The Department was strengthened lately by the 
appointment of two Japanese experts, one· of whom is . a 
lady expert intended for the benefit of Purdah women· 
Sericulturists. The Department has been put under 
the Administrative control of the Di~ector of Agricul
ture. 

The work of the Central Agricultural Board of the The. Central 

E · C f · b · · d · 1 Aartcltltural conomtc on erence 1s emg carne on m c ose co-opera- B~ard. 

tion with that of the Agricultural Department. 
The encouragement of horticulture and fruit culture, 

the opening of dairy farms, the organization of co-opera
tive societies for agricultural production, the extension of 
sugar-cane cultivation, the investigation of conditions 
connected with the coffee industry, the improvement M 
agricultura~ stock and ~heep rearing, the improvement of 
the cocoa-nut and potato and cultivation of tea and cam
phor and the use of better manures, forest and fuel planta
tions and organization of rural credit, are some of the 
subjects engaging the attention of the Board . 

• 



154 MYSOBE GAZETTEER [CHAP. 

As regards commercial crops, special attention has been 
devoted to the extension of cultivation of sugar-cane and 
mulberry and the improvement of coffee: Steps have 
been taken to collect information regarding the economic 
condition and subsidiary occupations of raiyats. The 
Boa_,rd have prepared estimates of production for the whole 
State, They have taken part in organizing several agri~ 
cultural demonstrations and exhibitions. For some time 
past, the Board have been concentrating their attention 
on-

(1) still further popularising the business of improved 
agricultural implements ; · 

(2) utilizing the co-operative movement in furthering 
agricultural improvements ; 

· (3) developing of agriculture in the :M:alnad; 
(4) developing of live-stock industry; and 
(5) improving of fodder supplies and utilisation of existing 

fodder resources, e.g., Malnad grass, grazing lands, etc. 
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CHAPTER III. 

IRRIGATION. 

THE object of irrigation works is the artificial applica
tion of wat'3r to the land for purposes of agriculture as a 
means of supplementing the natural rainfall. The 
Imperial Gazetteer of India referring to irrigation in 
Native States says that "among individual States, the 
first place may be given to Mysore." "Almost ·every 
valley contains a chain of . tanks, the first overflowing 
into the second and so on until the terminal tank is 
filled." Irrigation. is practised in Mysore from tanks, 
canals or channels and wells, and to a small extent 
from the. rainfall in the Malni'ld regions. 

The only works before the nineteenth century, which 
can be classed as having any extensive public utility, are 
the tanks which stud the whole surface of M a idan 
taluks and river channels. Most of the river channels 
are in the south of the State connected with the Cauvery 
and its tributaries. 

At what particular period the tank system attained its 
full development, it is now impossible to say: but judg
ing from the necessary conditions of its, growth, the 
progress could not fail to have been extremely slow, and 
most. probably it expanded V~<-ith the natural increase of 
population. · It may be conjectured that the first civilized 
inhabitants, taking possession of the higher grounds, 
constructed the small tanks pr kattes on the minor 
rivulets, and then step by step followed these down to 
the larger streams, arresting and impounding the water 
at every convenient site by throwing earthen bunds 
across the valley. As, according to the plan followed, it 

• 156 
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was poss1ble td ad1ance only steadily downwards from 
the watersheds of the .arious streams to their extremities, 
it may be conceiwd how ¥ast a time would be expended 
in creating a single series of sewral hundred, and in some 
cases over a thousand reseiToirs, linked together in this 
fashion, and forming such continu~d chains of works 
that not a single drop of water falling on the catchment 
is k·st in seasons of drought, and but little in ordinary 
seasons. This vast series of works, individually varying 
in size according to local circumstances, from the great 
Sulekere tank extending O¥er 14: squa.re miles, down to 
filllall kuttes or 1illage reseiToirs, grew into existence 
necessarily without reference to scientific principles, and 
were purely experimental. As instances of large old 
tanks besiJ.es Sulekere, may be cited Ayyankere, )!adag
kere, Yyasasamudra, Ramasagara and )!otitaliiv. 
· )Iajor Sankey, one of the first Engineers of the State, 
who devoted his attention to the systematic repairs of 
tanks, has stated that "to such an extent has the prin
ciple of storage been followed that it would now require 
some ingenuity to disco1er a site within this great area 
tmitable for a new tank. "-hile restorations are of 
course feasible, any absolutely new work of this descrip
tion would, within this area, be almost certainly found to 
cut off the supply of another, lower down the same 
basis. and to interfere in fact with vested interests." 

Altho•Jgh there are many isolated tanks in particular 
localities, the 1ast majority are constructed on a. con
ne<::tt:d sy:;tem of streams and their feeders which are 
abundant in this undulating high lewl country. In fact, 
JU(•~t uf these t:mks have been cla.ssifieJ. according to the 
tuain nlleys, sub-Yalleys, etc. The map shows the 
cu:.mtry divided intu )fain RiHr Basins. As an instance 
c·f the chain of tanks may be mentioned the Paliir 
~:ystem, which has 1.000 tanks in the \"alley, the last one 
being the large Ramasagara Tank. 
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As belonging· to the same early period, the channels 
drawn by means of anicuts from the Cauvery, Hemavati, 
Lakshmantirtha and other streams must here be noticed. 
The designs of these works are attributed to rulers of 
olden times, and even to certain beneficent deitie!> and 
precise dates are assigned for the construction of several of 
them. But whatever the facts, it is at least clear that they 
are extremely ancient, and that however defective as tested 
by modem ideas in these matters, their original construc
tion eXhibits a boldness and an ·appreciation of the condi
tions of structure, which, in view of the circumstances of 
the times, excite the greatest admiration. In addition to 
the anicuts now in use, the remains of probably more than 

· three times as many others are still visible when the rivers 
are low. From some of these, the original excavations made 
for the old chd.nnels are still apparent, while from others, 
channels do not appear to have been excavated. It is, there
fore, clear that the success which resulted from the 
construction of the works that are still in use was not 
obtained without a very large proportion of failures, and 
the perseverance displayed by the constructors in spite of 
these failures is none the less remarkable, and showS' the 
high value placed in former ag~s on irrigation works. 

The following statement shows the length of the princi
pal streams, the areas of their catchment basins, as also 
the portions actually utilised under the tank s}·stem :-

TotRllen!!'th 
Percentage of the main Area over Total area rivers with which the of each of whole 

Mysore river system their prin· drainage is catchment ·area under 
cipftl atllu- intercepted basin the tank 
ents within by tanks system 
the State 

· Mil.,s Sq. Mil~>s Sq.Miln 
I. Tungabhadra rive1 fill 6,217 Jl,696 56·47 

ll. Palar ... • .. 47 1,036 1,115 100·00 
III. North-Pennar ... 167 1,946 2,628 85•86 
IV. South-Pennar 82 1,319 1.4~4 85•80 
V. Cauvery ... 646 5,769 ll,ll41) 61·76 

VI. Sharavati and west 103 ... 1,21i:l ... 
coast rivers. ---- ------- ---- ----

'l'otal ... 1,606 16,287 ~9,455 56'16 
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It will be observed that ofthe 2'J,455 square miles COYered 
by the State, nearly 60 per cent bas by the patient industry 
of its inhabitants been brought under the tank system. 

Durinrr the Rec:rency of Dewan Purnaiya, 312 lakbs Restoration 
0 

. ? . k Th" t t ol works were deYoted to 1rngatwn wor ·s. 1s sum was o a grea during 

extent absorbed in the repair of old tanks and channels, ~umaiya's 
the majority of which bad fallen into a ruinous condition ttme. 

during the reigns of Haidar and Tlpu. A further 
expenditure of 172 lakhs was incurred on the project of a 
canal, now known as Purnaiya's Xala, whose object was 
to bring the waters of the Cauvery into }.fysore and also 
Xanjangud, but which entirely failed in its intention. 

From 1831 to 18.56, a sum of 304 lakhs was spent on Improve

irrigation works. lndiYidual works were much improved, ::::!~e~he:t.ed 
and many almost wholly reconstructed from the ruinous c{)mmission 

condition into which they bad fallen, yet little advance Period. 

was made on the ·old method of maintenance, because 
the interdependence of the tanks, and the necessity for 
dealing "\\ith them in series, were not sufficiently recog-
nised and acted upon. So also with river channels, 
although some improvements were introduced, such as 
the construction of brick facings to some of the anicuts 
when under repair, yet most of the radical defects in 
these works were left without remedy. 

After the formation of the Public \Vorks Department Progress 
. 1 c, • • h d. d . . . f sine.: the m o.Jti, t e expen 1ture un er 1mgat10n or twenty formation of 

years was about 5'23 lakhs, exclusive of establishment the Public 

~har;:.;es. The following are some of the principal works• ~~:~ment. 
that were executed :-

Cost in Be. 
1. Re·huilding tbt: Stiramadevar anicnt on the 

Hemnati aodirnprovin«tbe chaunel b.-low. 2,78,504 
2. Ite·bu1lding the 1-laddur aoicut on the Shim· 

sLa, aud improviog the chaond b~low 65,3£6 
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S. Re-building the Marchihalli anicut on the Cost iu Rs, 
_Lakshmautirtha, and improving the chan-
nel below .. , 29,339 

4. Aqueduct over the Lokapavani on the Chik-
dev&riya-Sagar channel ... ... 22,26G 

5, Re-building th~ Lakshmanpura anicut on the 
Nugu · ... 12,878 

6. Re-building the Halhalli anicut on the Gundal. 10,424 

The work of remodelling and improving irrigation 
works in the State was started about the year 1856, the 
year in which. a regular Department of Public \Yorks 
was organized under the British Commission. Special 
attention was directed to irrigation between the years 
1872-78, because a separate Irrigation Branch -of the 
Public \Vorks Department was constituted. In 1872-73, 
a grant of 108 lakhs, inclusive of establishment charges, 
was assigned for expenditure on irrigation in the next 
twelve years, ·namely 72 lakhs for tanks and 36 for 
channels. 

Up to the time of the Rendition in 1881, a sum of 
Rs. 26 lakhs was spent on original works in the State. 

Since the Rendition of the State in 1882, grants for 
this class of works have been considerably increased and . 
a. liberal public works policy has been pursued. From 
1881-1882 to 1922-1923, Rs. 527 lakhs have been spent 
on irrigation. 

In November 1913, on the recommendation of the 
Chief Engineer, the Government raised the' annual grant 
for irrigation from 6 lakhs to 10 lakhs for the next five 
years and its distribution was directed to be as under:-

(1) Major tanks 4~ lakhs 
(2) Minor tanks and Malnad tanks 3 
(3) Canals and channels 2 
{4) Irrigation and investigation i 

Irrigation works may be conveniently divided into 
three great types, viz., lift, storage and river works, which . 
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are represented by wells, tanks, or reservoirs and canals.· 
In lift irrigation, the water is raised from a lower level 
to that which will command the area to be irrigated, the 
rftising being effected either by manual labour or by 
animal or mechanical power. The source of supply is 
usuallv the subsoil water into which wells have been 
sunk, .but lift appliances are often erected on the banks 
of rivers or pools fron.i which water is raised to the lands 
to be irrigated. Storage works are reservoirs, formed by 
the construction of dams across streams for the purpose 
of storing the supply which passes down after every 
heavy fall of rain, for subsequent use during long breaks 
in the rains or in >easons of drought. The river .works 
consist essentially of canals drawing their supplies from 
rivers which are in continuous flow during the whole or 
greater portion of the year. 

The total irrigated area in 1881 was 761,243 acres and 
the gross revenue was Rs. 34 ~ lakhs. The area under 
irrigation in 1923-24 was 11,99,138 acres and the revenue 
about Rs. 40 lakhs. The expansion of irrigated area 
during the 30 years ending with 1911 from 1881 was 
118,683 acres, the increase of revenue Rs. 5~ lakhs. 

On account of the undulating character of the country 
and side-long ground,· the channels generally command 
narrow strips of country unlike in the deltaic traets. 
The length of each channel and the area irrigated by it 
will be found in another part of this chapter. 

The area inigated by river channels in 1887-88 was 
77,832 acres and the revenue was Rs. 4,07,278. In 
191C-17 the area was 114,981 acres and the revenue 
H<>. 6,1:19,175. During the 30 years ending with 1916-17 ! 

and commencing from 1887-88, the expansion of irrigated 
area was 37,14\J acres and the increase of revenue 
ns. 2,81,897. 

Tanks, as already stated, vary in ~>ize from small ponds 
to extensive lakes. There are in all 24,806 ~nks, large 

~f. Gr. VOL. III. 11 
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and· small, irrigating an extent of 766,314 acres of land. 
Thus on an average, there is one tank for every 15 of a. 
square mile. 

In the Malnad, where the rainfall exceeds 90 inches, 
irrigation depends exclusively upon rains. Where it is 
less than 90, innumerable small tanks, locally knovm as 
Kattes, have been constructed to supply water whenever 
rains hold off long. The Malnad tanks are small with 
mere earthen bunds, natural weirs and no sluices. 'Vater 
is drawn for irrigation only occasionally by making a 
small cut either in the bund or in the weir and closing 
the same temporarily. 

Irrigation is to a limited extent carried on by means 
ot, wells. There are in the State 40,464 wells irrigating 
78,096 acres. 
· .. Attempts ·are. at present. being made to introduce 
pumping plant.s for irrigation. The pumping outfit 
installed near Kankanhalli Section House ~f the Elec
trical Department has been in operation· since June 1917. 
'Vater is pumped from the experimental well on the 
banks of the Arkavati and the same is used for cultivat
ing sugar-cane on a piece of ground in co-operation with 

. the Agricultural Department to demonstrate to the 
public the advantages of this system of irrigation. 

The two reservoirs of large magnitude are :-

{i) The Vi!.nivilas Sagara, and {ii) the Krishnarajas1'igara. 

The modern practice of storing very large quantities 
of water by 'throwing. a dam, in 'favourable sites, of 
masonry, a~ times towering up to a height of even 300 
feet having been put to a suecessful test on the European 

.continent, the Engineers of Mysore have in recent years 
' availed·themselves of the opportunities and constructed 
reservoirs of large magnitude. The first to be under
taken was :Marikanave lake, now called Vanivilas Siigara, 
across the Vedavati in Chitaldrug District. The site, • 
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which is a gorge between two hills, attracted attention 
from the beginning of the 19th century as one of the 
finest natural sites for the construction of a reservoir 
dam. But there were doubts from the beginning as to 
the character of the foundations, the sufficiency of the 
river supply and the prospects of irrigation in the valley. 
These doubtful features tended to delay the undertaking 
for many years. After discussions extending over 44 
years, a project, estiniated to cost Rs. 39 lakhs, was at 
last sanctioned by His Highness' Government on the 
18th April 1899 as a great famine protective work in .an 
arid district. The reservoir and canals, in accordance 
with the revised project subsequently sanctioned,. have 
been constructed and completed at a cost of Rs. 44, 72,000. 
The reservoir has the largest storage capacity of any 
artificial lake yet built 1n India and in this respect, is 
second only to the Nile Reservoir at Assuan. The dam 
is 1,330 feet long and 172 feet high above the lowest 
foundations with a water spread of nearly 34 square 
miles. The top width is 15 feet and the bottom width 
at foundation level 150 feet. The storage capacity is 
:-30,025 million cubic feet. Another such work in progress 
is the Cauvery Reservoir at Kannambadi, which was 
in 1917 named the Krishnariij~L Sagara after His 
Highness Sir Sri Krishnaraja 'Vadiyar IV. The con
~;truction of this reservoir has been undertaken with a 
three-fold object :-

(a) To provide a 1)roper supply of water for hot weather 
crops in areas which formerly received a precarious supply. 

(b) To ensure a constant supply of water for the Electric• 
Power Installation at Sivasamudram and to increase the out
put of power, and 

(c) To increase irrigation by another 150,000 acres. 

The reservoir, if completed as designed, will cost the 
btate Hs. 365 lakbs in all. It provides for a dam 

::.J. Gr. VOL. IU. 11•. 
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124 feet high to impound 41,500 million cubic feet of 
water and a high level . canal which after crossing the 

· range of hills (Karighatta) dividing the Cauvery and the 
Shimsha basins, by means of a tunnel nearly a mile long, 
is designed to irrigate 150,000 acres of land. On accourit 
of ~ts magnitude, the work has been divided into two 
parts. .That which is in progress now· contemplates the 
raising of a dam to the height of 80 feet with a storage 
capacity of 11,030 million cubic feet, with extensions· to 
the. Electric Power Installation to generate additional 
power up to ·5,000 H. P. This part of the work is 
estimated to cost about Rs. 105 lakhs excluding the 
Electric Power Scheme. 

For purposes of irrigation under the Marikanave Reser
voir, the Block System of Irrigation has been introduced 
and it is working fairly satisfactorily. The principle of 
this system is to spread out irrigation over a large area 
in blocks of specified limits in selected soils and situation 
at some distances apart and to practise it in triennial 
rotation on a third of each block, the remaining two
thirds being cultivated with semi-dry crops. Its object 
is to obviate the evil effects of continuous concentration 
of irrigation to any large extent in a particular locality 
and to· distnoute the benefits of irrigation over a large 
number of villages. · The area irrigated and the revenue 
derived under the Reservoir up to 1922-23 were 6,658 
acres, and Rs. 38,995, respectively. 

Construction, The dams called "Anicuts 1 ' thrown across the rivers 
~;;toration to·. raise the water to a higher level are, as already . 
Maintenance remarked, works of great antiquity. The large Talkad 
ofwotke. 

anicut, the lowest dam on the Cauvery, is said to have 
· been constructed a thousand years ago ; while the most 
recent, with few exceptions, are not less than three 
centuries old. 

The dam11 as const~teted in the early days consisted 
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tntirely of packed stone without the requisite coherence 
and carried with them the elements of destruction, while 
they allowed nearly all summer water to escape through, 
unutilized. In most recent years, the rough stone dams 
were gradually replaced by line masonry solid water-tight 
un icuts. 

Of .river channels, an additional iength of over 200 
miles has been opened out, and this has .increased the 
total length to 946 miles. The maintenance charges of 
these channels amount to about Rs. 84,000, which works 
out at Rs. 89 per mile. 

In process of time, many of the tanks breached, silted 
up or became otherwise useless and the foresight and 
the industry of the cultivators ~·hich brought tanks into 
existence were not forthcoming later on for the task of 
repairing or restoring them. Not much is known of the 
endeavours made in this direction before the beginning of 
the 19th century, though doubtless there must have been 
considerable, if spasmodic, activity on the part of early 
Rulers. During the administration of Dewan Purnaiya . 
(1800-1810), tank restoration was energetically pursued 
and the records show that annually a sum of 11 lakhs on 
the average was utilised for the pu~pose. No special 
activity was visible in the early days of British Adminis
tration. From 1831 to 1856, when a Public ·works 
Department was constituted, the money annually spent 
was about Rs. 80,000. The duty of carrying out the 
work was entrusted to Reven,ue Officers, a duty which 
they continued to perform even after the constitution pf 
the Public 'Vorks Department. The need for associating 
the !JuLlic 'Vorks Department in the work of restoration 
was not definitely recognised till 1863, when it was laid 
down that all major works involving an outlay of Rs. 500 
and more should be entrusted to the Public 'Yorks Depart
went, while the minor repairs were left in the hands of 
Civil authorities as before. In 1872, a separate Irrigation 

. . 
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Department was formed and the task of dealing with 
tanks serially was put in hand. 

In October 1873, with a view to the better conservancy 
of tan~s and other irrigation and water-supply works in 
the State, rules were published and were made applicable 
from 1st November 1873 to all tanks and other works 

'that may, on or after that date, be formally handed over 
to the raiyats for up-keep. 

The serial" restoration:· of tanks had advanced suffi-
. ciently by the time of the Rendition to allow of an abate
ment of the expenditure on it. .In 1886, it was reSolved 
to make over the minor tanks, or those yielding a revenue 
not exceeding Rs. 300 to the Revenue authorities, the 
raiyats doing the earthwork themselves and Government 
paying for masonry works where necessary. The other 
tanks were styled as "Major." The restoration of these 
was to be done by Government with the help of contri
bution from the raiyats. The raiyats' obligation to do 
ordinary maintenance in the case of all · restored tanks, 
Major and Minor, was unaffected by these arrangements. 
The -scheme was at first introduced tentatively into one 
taluk in each district, and after trial was extended to all 
parts. A Tank Inspector was appointed to each taluk to 
assist the Amildar in the work, and a trained Sub-Overseer 
to each district to instruct and supervise the Tank 
Inspectors. ,Under this scheme, about 2,500 tanks have 
been restored. There being still a large number of tanks 
to be restored, the establishment entertained for the pur-

· pose under the Revenue Officers has _been recently 
strengthened, the rules revised and a definite programme 
laid down, so that about 1,000 tanks may be dealt with 
every year. 
· Under the revised rules of Hl04, the raiyats are required 

to contribute one-third of the total cost of restoration 
including earth work, the other two-thirds being met by 
Government. In selecting tanks, preference is given to 
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such of them where raiyats come forward with their con
tribution and the cost of restoration does not· exceed 20 
years' revenue. The selection of Major Tanks for 
restoration is also guided by the same principles. 'With 
a view to make the ~Iinor Tanks Restoration Scheme 
more effective and extensive and to· secure the hearty 
co-operation of the raiyats in the execution of repairs to 
tanks classed as Minor, it was decided:-

(1) that larger State grants should be made for the 
improvement of such tanks ; · 

(2) that the distinction between tanks having an atchkat 
of Rs. 100 and those htLVing an atchkat of above Rs. 100 be 
removed and all irrigation tanks classed . as Minor treated 
alike; ' 

(3) that when the amount of earthwork to be done by the 
raiyats is deemed an unreasonable burden on them, or exceeds 
the proportion of two to three, it may be relaxed at the dis
cretion of the Deputy Commissioner with the approval of 
Government ; and • 

(4) that in cases of hardship such sums of money as may 
he deemed reasonable for carrying out their share of the wor}i: 
be advanced to the raiyats and be recovered from them in 
easy annual instalments. 

During 1914-15, the responsibility for working the 
Minor Tanks Restoration Scheme and the entire control 
of the operations were vested in the Revenue Commis
sioner. 

In regard to maintenance, the raiyats are responsible 
for doing the earthwork and turfing so as to keep the 
bunds to standard eondition,. which is fixed at the time of 
restoration. The repairs to stone revetment and masodry 
are done by Government. 

With a view to provide for the obligations of raiyats 
in regard to the maintenance of Major tanks and the 
restoration, repair and maintenance of Minor tanks, 
Government in 1911 passed a Regulation called the. 
"Tank Panchayet Regulation" (No. 1 of 1911). The 

• 
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Panchayets constituted under this Regulation have control 
over the tanks as also the power to administer the funds 
.that . may be assigned for their restoration, repair and 
maintenance. ' 

The preparation of serial maps and tank registers has 
been undertaken and a good part of the work has been 
carried out. 

In 1916~ the Minor Tank Restoration Regulation XIII 
of 1916 was passed, providing for the recovery of the 
·raiyats' share of cost of restoration compulsorily. In 
spite of the measures taken, the progress in the restoration 
of the Minor Tanks has been very slow and the results 
obtained so far not satisfactory.· The Minor Tank Res
toration scheme was again transferred to the Public 
'Yorks Department in G. 0. No. R. 1299-1309-L.R. 

· . _15-22-1, dated 8th September 1922 and the Regulation of 
· ·1916 -was also revised in September 1923. Under the 

existing rules, the ·raiya.ts' contribution is fixed at one
fourth of the actual cost of restoration. 

DistributiQD 
of Water. 

The distribution of water is in the hands of the raiyats 
and controlled by the Revenue Officers, except under 
certain river channels.. Scientific distribution, with a 
view ·to prevent wastage of wat.er, which has become 
almost no~mal, is maae specially under channels drawn 

· from rivers and large reservoir tanks and notably in the 
Cauvery Valley. 

The management of the river channels, during-the 
irrigation season, was for the first time, in 1887-88, 
transferred to the ~ildars of· the taluks through which 
the.y run. It was considered that under this arrange
ment, complaints regarding the equitable distribution of 
water would be more speedily attended to and that the 
Ma,negiirs and Saudis woul~ better attend to the wants 
of the raiyats, if placed under the direct control of the 

. Revenue Officials residing near the channels. Prevention ..... 
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of wastage of water was still felt the prime necessity. In 
1912, the then Chief Engineer remarked that "in nume
rous places water, which might do service in increasing 
the produce, is running to waste. To utilise these 
resources, a reasoned policy and sustained efforts are 
necessary." The following recommendations made by 
him were generally approved by Government in 1913, 
and are being given effect to as far as possible gradu
ally 

(1). Improvement and extension of the canals in the 
Cauvery Valley which will benefit by the Krishnarajasagara 
Reservoir and the settlement of the area and the mannel," in 
which tl1e new irrigation should be practised; ' 

(2) The introduction of scientific methods of ·adminis
tration and management under the more important canals_ and 
tanks maintained by Government and the selection of some 8 
tanks and 2 canals for experimental working by a mixed agency 
of Government Officers and Local Committees; 

(3) The restoration and improvement of minor tanks 
including Malniid tanks; 

(4) The constitution of Tank Panchayets; 
(5) Observation of river, canal and tank discharges at a 

few selected places and the systematic collection of hydraulic 
facts and data; ' 

(6) The completion of tank registers and maps and the 
maintenance of correct statistics; and 

(7) The passing of an Irrigation Regulation. 

Mysore being primarily an agricultural country, its Protective 
numerous irrirration works ai:e of great use to it They a.nd financial 

b • results. 
not only enable raiyats to raise valuable crops. of sug!lr-
cane, cocoa.~nut, areca-nut, etc., but also supply water for 
tlome&tic purposes, without which villages cannot exist. 
The maintenance of these works is thus of paramount 
importance. 

These works will be of greater benefit to raiyats, if 
they will take to growing more of sugar-cane and other 
valuable crops. The country will be more prosperous, if, 

• 
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in bad years, irrigation under tanks is limited to the 
quantity of water available in them. 

The revenue that could be obtained from the irrigation 
works in the State may be thus exhibited:-

A rea irrigated. Aasea~~ment. 

Tanks 388,302 18,11,396 
378,012 14,74,351 

Channels ... 115,009 7,01,617 
Wells 

. 
78,096 3,87,954 

Total .... 9,59,419 43,75,318 

Projects for new reservoirs have been investigated and 
are to be undertaken as funds become available. The 
best form of I,L work suggested would comprise a reservoir 
to store the rainfall from the Ghats and Malnad regions 
and a canal or canals to lead the water to the irrigation 
of Maidan parts. As an instance might be cited the 
project which is under consideration of a reservoir at 
Lakkavalli, across the Bhadra, where there is a splendid 
site. The channel would command large areas of thirsty 
lands in the Shimoga and Chitaldrug ·Districts. There 
is still scope for the construction of such large reservoirs. 

There is no private enterprise in regard to the con
struction of large .irrigation works. The tanks in Imim 
and Jodi villages belong to private individuals who look 
after their maintenance, etc. 'Yell irrigation, however, is 
almost entirely due to the eff01:ts of private land-owners. 

An investigation of the existing facilities for future 
developments was made in 1901-02. About 50 large 
irrigation projects calculated to afford protection against 
famine were selected, of which 34 projects estimated to 
cost Rs. 1,02,59,617 hate be_en sanctioned and placed 
on the famine programme . . 
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APPENDICES. 

STATISTICS RELATING TO IRRIGATION WORKS. 

I. The following are large works in progress or approach
ing completion :-

1. Sowlanga tank, Honnali Taluk 
2. Mamlwadi tank near Ma.vatur, Kankan-

ha.lli Taluk 1" 

3. Hairege tank,. Hunsur Taluk 
4. Nidasale tank, Kunigal Taluk 
5. Chamaraja right channel, Mysore Dis-

Estimate Rs. 
1,39,000 

3,92,000 
2,20,000 
1,10,000 

trict •.• 14,30,000 
6. Mandagere channel extension, Mysore 

District 6,67,000 
7. Hemagiri channel extension, Mysore 

District • - 1,60,000 
8. Ha.lsur anicut, Mysore District 2,91,000 
9. Gopala. anikat, Shimoga District 8,55,000 
II. The following are some of the large irrigation works 

executed, each costing over a lakh of rupees including establish
ment and tools and pla~t charges:-

.Name of tank. Estimate Rs. 
1. Borankanave reservoir, Chiknaya.kan-

halli Taluk ... · 2,79,657 
2. Mavatur tank, Tumkur Taluk 3,62,843 
3. Ranikere tank, Challakere Taluk 2,68,877 
4. Kalhalli tank, Challakere Taluk 92,266 
5. Kathral tank, Chitaldrug Ta.luk 90,526 
6. Venkatesa. Sagara. Tank, Sidlaghatta. 

Taluk 88,610 
7. Srinivasa Sagara. Tank, Chikballapur 

Taluk 1, 70,807 
8. Ramasamudra Tank, Siddlaghatta Taluk 1,40,439 
III. The following tanks and channels have been restored 

or improved :-
(A) TANKS. 

Name of tank. 
1. Sulekere tank, Malvalli Ta.luk 
2. Kottebetta tank, N agamangala Taluk ... 

Cost Rs. 
1,89,010 

82,588 
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Name of tank 
3. Rekalgere tank, Challakere Taluk 
4. Mudvadi tank, Kolar Taluk 
5. Kyathagankere tank, Pavagada Taluk. 
6. Kuksandra tank, Kadur Taluk 

(B) CHANNELS. 

Name of channel 
1. Sriramadevar dam and channels, Hassan 

District 
2. Krishnaraja anikat and channels, 

Hassan District ... 
3. Chamaraja anicut and channels, Mysore 

District 

[CHAP. 

Cost Rs. 
1,38,502 
1,67,539 

96,729 
1,61,567 

Cost Rs. 

2,88,000 

4,81,000 
' 4. Kalhalli auikat and channels, l\Iysore 

District 2,43,000 
5. Devaroy anikat and channels, Mysore 

· District 
6. Hulhalli channels, Mysore District 
7. Chikdevaraya Sagara channel, Mysore 

1,98,000 
6,57,000. 

District 4,90,000 
8. Rampur channel, Mysore District 2,86,000 
9. Ramaswami channel, do 2,24,000 

10. Ramasamudram channel, do 1,48,000 
11. Virjanadi channel, do 1,62,000 

IV. The following statement shows the river-fed channels 
in the State giving the following particulars :~(1) Name of 
channel; (2) Length; (3) Area irrigated; and (4) Revenue 

li d f th 1923 24 rea ze or e rear -
River Length A reB Revenue Name of channel in miles irrigated realised 

Main Branch No. iu acres 

-- - ------
1 Chamaraja series ... 53 4,867 49,496 

·II Mirle , ... 38 6,318 4~,5~8 
8 Ramasamudram ... 41 6,\H9 :17,7~\1 

t' 4 Tippur ... 'l'l 1,010 6,141 .. . 5 Rajapara.meswari ... !13 <1,767 !11,640 ;> 

"' 6 R~~omaswamy ... 411 8,674 57,:146 

"' 7 Mahadevamantri 26 3,503 18,330 0 ... 
8 ChikdevarayRt Sagar ... 65 14.253 92,358 
9 Devaraya ... IS 2,02:1 14.015 

10 Virjanadi · ... 27i 7,728 47,fo91 
11 l!angar Doddi ... Iii: 761 5,412 
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River Area. 
Name of cha.r.nel Length irriga.ted Revenue 

Main 

1

Branch lNo. 
in miles iu acres realised 

1---

Hl bandikere ... 9 9JJ7 999 
pj Hongalvadi ... 15 2,112 11,108 

~ 14 Sargur ... sa 228 1,212 
1:' > 15 Maralahalli ... 3 806 1,632 

"' .. 16 Alur new ... 4 155 1,27l > E 17 Hem rna 4 411 2,06i "' .. ... .. > 18 HoAahalli ... 31 146 1014 0 <;l 19 Kudlur 2 w 5H6 r.r. 
20 Alur old ... 2i 1~8 1,087 
21 Honganur .. 126 1,798 . 8,371 -- --
22 Hanagod series ... 706 5,2ii6 21,923 

= 21 Kattemalalavadi ... 11 593 2,803 
.. ol 
S.c: 24 Husanpur ... 11 813 3,402 
-""" 26 Seruyur ... 11 (i81 1,955 "' .. ~:;. 26 Marchalli ... 7 4(15 2,403 
...:< 27 Auandur ... 20 241 1,214 

28 .\yarhalli ... 4 236 1,261 -- ---
.c·:: 29 Ram pur ... 336 6,893 86.955 
" .. 80 Hulhalli ... 86t 6,585 29,119 
~,Q 81 r.akshampur ... Iii 4i0 2,:?4~ --1--
~ .. 32 Maddur Aue ... 12 1,588 8,694 

.§ 
=...: 83 Kemmannu ... lit 9.55 6,254 ...:- P·l Vaidyanathapur St 249 1,655 ,.,~ ... ., .. 

S5 Bairan 2 280 2,()-23 -" ::;!- .. 
r.t:l s; Cbamanahalli ... 21 609 3,836. --- . --... 87 Mandagere ... 27 8,702 25,462 
"' 38 Hemagiri 17 1,854 13,006 > ... .. a9 Akki Hebbal ... 7 381 2,498 s 40 Kalhalli 16 891 6,459 ~ ... .... 41 Kannamba.di ... 14 1 7 --1-

Cau. 42 Katt~pur ... as 3,969 21,996 
very 43 Rarna.natbapur ... 19 1,io7 8,543 ----

.... 
"' > 44 Sriramadevar North SOi 7,987 43,119 "' E 45 D;, South ... 2lt 1,890 4,9~1 

" ~ ----
Bringi 46 Hal vagal ... fi 282! 1,452 

" H Cbangaravalli ... 13 1,239 9,1Wl -- ---
" 48 Cb11.kratirtba ... 2 125 78\ .. 49 Araballi ll 14:31 9-20 t!; ... ., 60 Kittur ... 8 5Hi 1,688 ;... 

1Jr 61 I Old Kuillur ... , 6 200~ . 1,129 
6~ Mudagatta ... 9 500! 1,784 
(i:i Shaukatirtha 9 66iJI 8,716 
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CHAPTER IV. 

FORESTS. 

THE subject of Forests has been dealt with under Area, classes 

" :Forest :Flora " in Volume I, Chapter IV. This section ~~~e~~~8 
of 

aims at describing ' Kans ' and Amrut Maha.l Kavals 
only. The term Kan cannot be properly defined as it 
has been used indiscriminately for ever-green or deci-
duous forest. Genetally, as at present used, a Kan 
denotes an evergreen forest, dry or moist, yielding such 
produce as pepper, toddy, coffee, leaves and branches (for 
manure). There are two kinds of Kans: one, the dry 
tfpe of the Sorab Taluk, . over which Government have 
complete control, and the other, the. moist evergreen 
type, preserved for the production of toddy, pepper and 
coffee. These forests are entered as assessed lands in 
the Revenue Department, but large portions are still 
unoccupied. Even in the occupied area, the State has· 
certain rights with reference to the timber on the ground, 
while the holders are entitled to ·various articles of pro-. 
duce only. Ths latter kind of Kans exists mostly in 
the Shimoga District (1,034 square miles) though it is 
also found to a small extent (118 square miles) in Kadur. 
The reservation of these Kans is an old contested ques-
tion. Government have decided (in their Order No. R. 
319-30-Ft. 101-08-9, dated 12th July 1917) that, 1 · 
though it is not expedient to acquire occupied areas, 
there is no objection to the unoccupied Kans being 
reserved as State :Forests. 

The Amrut Mahal Kavals form the store-houses of The Am,rut 

good sandal growth and ~are also valuable as fuel and Mahe.lKavals. 
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fodder reserves. At present, they are used only as grazing 
grounds for the Government Amrut Mahal cattle. (See 
Volume IV, Chapter IX). The area of State Forests at 
the end of the year 1923-24 stood at 3,312'6 square miles. 
The. present extent of Forest is about 13 per cent of the 
area of the State. It has been recently suggested that 
the forest area can, without any inconvenience to the 
local people, be increased to at least 20 per cent, the 
additions being made chiefly from the Amrut Mahal 
Kavals and ·other lands in the Kad~r and Shimoga 
Districts. Government, however, consider that the ques
tion cannot be dealt with on the principle of proportion, 
as reservation should be made only when it can be under
taken with advantage to the State and without incon
venience to the local population and have therefore ruled 
that the selection of areas for reservation should be 
'strictly in accordance with the orders of Government on 
the scheme of Minor Forests. 

Sylviculture. Sylviculture literally means the culture of forest trees. 
It differs from arboriculttire inasmuch as while the 
latter deals with the growth of trees as such, the former 
treats of trees as individuals forming a crop. The Science 
is based primarily on vegetable physiology, and for a 
study of Forest Production, a considerable knowledge of 
the influence or relation of the atmosphere, the soil and 
other factors on the growth of trees is essential. Advan
tage has been taken of this SCience all along in Mysore. 
Endeavours are being made___, 

(a) to bring about and assist the natural reproduction of 
important species, · 

(b) to adopt a system of artificial reproduction when 
necessary to supplement natural regeneration, 

(c) to attend to the coppice growth of fuel trees, 
{d) to increase the number of regular plantations, and 
(e) lastly to attend to hoeing, thinning, cleaning and 

weeding operf\tions. 
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The underlying aim in exploiting the forests is to 
obtain sufficient natural regeneration in these so as to 
ensure the production of a sustained annual yield '\\'ith
out encroaching upon the capital. The high forests are 
worked mostly under regular sylvicultural methods of 
treatment with sufficient provisions, in the light of local 
conditions, to attain natural reproduction. There are, 
however, many difficulties in the way of getting up a. 
natural crop of seedlings of the valuable species. Fell
ings are generally so conducted as to create desirable 
interruptions in the canopy and thus to secure the admis
sion of light and the decomposition of humus essential 
to the creation of a suitable seed bed. The area thus 
operated upon is then _fire protected. Successful fire 
protection is often no easy task in a fairly populous 
country, especially when a scanty rainy season is followed 
by prolonged summer and drought. 

'When efforts are made to encourage the i:eproduction 
of the few important species, hosts of other inferior ones 
avail themselves of the benefit and their luxuriant growth 
often chokes the regeneration of the valuable species. 
\Yeeding is often both costly and impracticable ·over 
large areas. 

Drought is as bad as excess of moisture. Generally, 
the natural reproduction of Honne,' Beete and other 
species, the seeds of which easily germinate, is good in 
almost all forests, but when the dry season is prolonged 
and accompanied by serious fires, the seedlings succumb. 

Another serious impeoiment is the bamboo. Stn~{'l 
1912-1:1 when bamboos seeded and died, numerous Teak
fiaplings have come up in the mixed deciduous fon~sts of 
Kadur and Shirnoga. But the dense thickets of young 
baluboo seeulings that have resulted have made some 
areas almo!>t impenetrable. 

The • Selection' method of marking exploitable trees 
!'lllgly for removal was in vogue for a long ,:ime. As, 

)1. Gr. VOL. III. 12 
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however, the creating of appreciable gaps was found to 
give better results as regards reproduction by seed, the 
method is slightly varied and fellings are now carried out 
in smaJl w.·oups. Hoeing and scraping of grass and 

. herbaceous vegetation to a radius of two feet round 
natural seedlings of Honne and Beete to give the· seed~ 
lings a fair chance to push themselves up above the 
weeds was done in Mysore in 1907-08. The beneficial 
results justified its continuation and. extension to Teak 
as well. 

Artificial regeneration is obtained in several wa):s. One 
method is to raise seedlings of the valuable species in 
nurseries and plant them out in gaps in the forest, 
caused by the felling of trees or otherwise. Seeds are 
also sov.'ll in patches, ploughed up areas or under bushes 
according to the nature and requirements of the species. 
The sowing of teak in well burnt patches has produced 
remarkably good results and is now. largely resorted to, 
especially as the operation is very cheap. • 

In view of the quick and steady increase of demand 
for wood of all kinds and to encourage the raising of 
plantations and topes, Government have ordered that, in 
aJl districts except Shimoga and Kadur, nurseries of 
indigenous species should be opened out and seedlings 
raised and supplied to the raiyats. 

Special attention is being paid to Teak, the demand 
for which is ever on the increase and its extensive repro
duction has become a matter of vital importance. In 
addition to the efforts made to secure its natural repro-

··duction in the forests, suitable areas are selected and 
clear-felled; the ground is carefully prepared and nursery 
raised a.nd teak seedlings planted out. Weedings in the 
early stages and periodical thinings, recurring generally 
after five years, to provide room for the prominent trees 
to develop and prevent unhealthy competition, are then 
effected. 
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'!'he most valuable of· the forest products ii\ .the State 
is Sandal, since it produces about two·thirds of the 
forest revenue. Sandal growth and its protection have 
been dealt with separately in Volume I, Chapter IV .. 
. The regeneration of. this species is generally good, but 

its subsequent tending against being grazed or burnt 
over is a. matter of some difficulty as it is found mostly 
in the open District Forests ·used by villagers. Qn 
account of its high.. value, dibbling and sowing of sandal 
seeds in suitable localities is being carried out regularly 
throughout the State with the particular object of increas
ing its percentage in the State Forests, where it can be 
expected to enjoy a. comparatively higher degr~e of 
immunity from injuries.· ·- ' 

A few words on the history of Sylvicultural operations 
. in the State may be added here. In the early sixties of 
the. last century, when the Forest Department was 
established, the forests werf!' found to be inadequately 
stocked. Teak plantations were started in the· Mysore, 
Kadur and Shimoga Districts. A fair amount of work 
was done, but for various causes, it soon came to a stop. 
Between 1879 and 1885, the Forest Department was i:tot 
in existence, having been abolished as a measure of 
retrenchment and' so no work worth mentioning was 
done during that period. . From 1885 to 1895, quite a 
considerable amount of activity was evinced in the forma
tion of plantations in all the districts of the State, while 
little or nothing was done in the forests themselves. 
The production of young stock for the. permanency of 
the forests was left entirely to Nature and no sylvi
cultural operations were carried out •in the exploited 
areas of the forest. This state of affairs continued 
till about the beginning of the present century when 
regular plans and working schemes were prepared for 
all the important forests of the State, and cultural 
operations prescri,bed for all exploited co~pes. But 
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owing to paucity of establishment, the work turned out 
has not been quite satisfactory. The cultural operations 
carried out consisted chiefly of (1) clearing and weeding 
round advance growth of valuable species in the exploited. 
coupes; a.nd (b) sowing and planting of teak in patches 
where gaps were created by .the removal of over-mature 
or exploitable trees. The removal of unsound and other 
trees, for which · there is no market value but which 
interfere with the growth of the more valuable species, 
was, however, not attended to. Energetic action in this 
respect is urgently called for. · 

Exploitation may be effected

(!) departmentally, or 
(2) by purchasers or consumers. 

Both these agencies are. utilised in Mysore. 
Many of the forests· in the Rtate cannot be worked 

profitably at present for want of easy means of extraction 
and transport. Timber from Malabar, Coorg and else
where is placed on the market at cheaper rates, so that 
large tracts of wooded areas in the f\tate, situated in the 
Ghats far away from Railway Stations, have to be exploit
ed only to a fraction of their yield capacity. The 
important work of providing easy and cheap means of 
communication is receiving attention. and till railways 
are extended to the neighbourhood of forests and indus
tries, like the manufacture of match, pencils, wood-pulp, 
sleepers, etc., are started, there is no possibility of work
ing the . forests with anything like financial success. 
Exploitation is therefore confined, at present, to such 
forest areas as are within reasonable distances of rail
ways and good markets and can be worked profitably. 

The method of treatment generally applied in the case 
of deciduous high forests is ' Selection ' with suitable 
m~dificatiops in the light of local requirements. The 
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yield is generally fixed by the number of trees after care
ful raluation of the growing stock in sample areas. The · 
exploitable age is determined after a mature considera-· 
tion of the rate of growth and the sylvicultural 'require.: 
ments of the species and the girth corresponding to this 
age Is then deduced. · The area having been divided into 
suitable sub-divisions technically termed "'Vorking 
Circles" and Felling Series; the exploitation is carried on. 
The pole and scrub forests are worked under the system. 
known as " coppice with standards ". or " improved fell
ings." The exploited areas are sown over with sandal 
or other seeds and closed to grazing for five to ten years. 
In the case of sandalwood, extraction is generally confined 
to dead and fallen trees, owing to the large quantities of 
dead trees, stumps ana buried roots available and the 
absence of data relating to rate of growth, etc. In 
1917-18, Government sanctioned a staff consisting of two 
Sub-Assistant Conservators and six Rangers to conduct 
a Sandal Valuation Survey of the whole State, to estimate 
the stock under different girth classes, nature of distribu
tion, etc., and to collect sufficient statistics to. enable a 
definite method of treatment being prescribed and the 
exploitation being placed on a sure and scientific basis. 
Fair progress has been made in the work. 

In recent years, the policy of encouraging the removal 
of timber from the forests by purchasers has been prac-: 
tised in order to enable the departmental staff to bestow 
more attention on their legitimate w~rk of conservation 
and improvement. 

Steps are also being taken to further the intensi~e 
working of forests. .Large and uri wieldy- ·district charges 
like Mysore and Shimoga have been split up into two 
divisional charges each, and the Range charge is also 
considerably reduced in. extent. The executive and pro
tective staffs have been strengthened and better and 
cheaper 1uechanical means of transport are being rapidly 
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· introduced. As a first instalment towards the_ abolition. 
of the departmental system of. extraction, it has been 
ordered that contractors should be more largely employed 
in future for the collection of sandalwood which is now 
done mainly by the Department. 

Collection of Minor Forest Produce is generally leased 
·out to purchasers by auction. Grazing of cattle is 
permitted in areas not closed to grazing on payment of 
prescribed license fees. The cutting and removal of grass 
in- several plantations, as also in some of the more 
important reserved areas, are· leased out to local and 
British Military Departments. · The Department takes 
care to see that the terms of agreement are attended to, 
and that no damage is done to tree growth. 

Protection forms one of the most important duties of 
a Forest Officer. Not only has he to safeguard his 
charge against injury by fire, illicit grazing, felling, 
lopping and other abuses, but he has also to prevent 
theft of timber and other produce both inside the forests 
and during its transit. 

The importance of fire protection has long been realis
ed. It has been reported that fire is beneficial in the 
Teak forests of Burma; where it is mixed with Barnbusa 
aurindinacea as it consumes injurious weeds and insects 
and' prevents -the development of teak areas into non
teak evergreen forests. But the injuries from it far 
outweigh the benefits. On the whole, it may be safely
stated that forest fires are inimical, in a majority of 
cases, to natural reproduction. Many of those valuable 
timber trees which give to forests their importance from 
a financial point of view are highly susceptible to injury 
by fire and require therefore -to be carefully guarded 
against. Arduous and trying though the task is, success
ful fire protection has been aimed at in 1\Iysore for a 
long time .• February to 1\Iay is regarded as the fire 
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season. Owing to the monsoons, no forest fires are 
anticipated until the end of January. 

The State Forests are isolated from the surrounding 
unprotected tracts by broad belts of cleared . fire traces. 
These are supplemented by a series of interior fire lines 
to localise any fire that may accidentally break out in the· 
forest. The regular protective staff is strengthened by the 
employment of a large number of special fire patrols 
during the fire season to prevent the occurrence of fire and 
extinguish any fires that may arise. As an additional pre
caution, the services and co-operation of the wild tribes, 
who inhabit the forests, are enlisted by offer of rewards for · 
successful protection. The Standing Orders on the subject 
have been printed and issued in 1910-11 in a concise and 
readily intelligible forni to guide all officers concerned, 
and sufficient provision has been made in the Forest Regu
lation against wanton incendiarism and negligence. · 

In spite of these precautions, unalloyed success in this 
direction is a very difficult matter. Roads and numerous 
cart tracks run through the forests and many rights of 
way have been admitted. Most of the forest works have 
to be conducted during the fire season, as hardly anything 
can be done during the wet weather of the monsoons. 
Surreptitious burning of grass under gallnut trees to 
facilitate collection of the fruits, and setting fire to 
grassy areas to secure an early supply of fresh grass or 
to facilitate tracking of game, are not infrequent. 

Lastly, the remoteness of villages from some forest 
areas is a disadvantage. In many places labour to 
extini,ruish fires cannot be brought to the scene until 
long after they have spread wide. 

During the year 1923-24, the area attempted to be 
protected against fire was 1,945,405 acres as against 
1,9:59,3.32 acres in the previous year. The percentage of 
success secured was the same as in the preceding year, 
·viz., 99'4 and this result must be accounte~ creditable. 
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T:b.e total cost .of protection during the year was about 
Rs. 33,786. 

Next to fire, indiscriminate grazing is harmful to 
forest conservancy. Section 27 of the. Mysore Forest 
Regulation provides for the grant of grazing and other 
privileges, consistent with the due maintenance of the 
forests, which may be cancelled without assigning any 
reason. · Such privileges can be exercised by persons 
entitled thereto only to meet their own requirements and 
not for purposes of merchandise or trade. To minimise, 
as far as possible, the ill~effects of grazing and to check 
an unlimited use, fees are levied for cattle admitted for 
grazing in State Forests and the grazing season is fixed 
from June to December, when, owing to the abundance 
of grass, least damage to tree growth is expected to result. 
The licenses issued are of two kinds :-

(a) ordinary and (b) nomad, 
.~ . 

the rates for which are laid down in the ]If ysore Forest 
Manual. 

Goats are specially harmful to the well~being of forests 
as they eat away the leading shoots even above breast 
height and indiscriminately devour alm'ost all species. 
They are not admitted into the State Forests as a rule, 
but where unavoidable, suitable areas are selected from 
time to time·in the Maidiin Districts of Kolar, Bangalore, 
Tumkur and Chitaldrug, not exceeding 200 acres in 
extent in. convenient localities, and set apart for goat 
browsing: ·This concession is revocable at any time and is 

. subject to the conditions laid down in the Fol'est ]\[ anual. 
Steps have also been adopted in regard to injuries 
sustained from natural causes. The spike disease, preva~ 
lent in Mysore, Hassan and Bangalore Districts, has been 
under close investigation. Lantana continues to be a 
pest in the Mysore and :,3hadravati Divisions. In the 
latter division, an attempt has been made to eradicate it . 

• 
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In the Kolar District, prickly-pear is much in evidence and 
its periodical destruction has claimed attention. Teak 
borerrJ do considerable damage in the 1-!ysore District. 
In the Sagar Division, some slight damage is reported to 
teak plants by moths which bore right in their stumps. 
In the Bhadravati Division, fuel billets have been attack
ed by borers, the damage caused being reported to be 
severe. Elephants cause damage to the tender teak 
growth in the l\Iysore District. Climbers interrupt the 
free groV~<-th of valuable species of trees, including the 
Sandal tree. A fair! y vigotous campaign of cutting down 
these climbers has been attempted in recent years by the 
department in almost every part of the State. 

The.se restrictions can be relaxed at the option of 
Government in times of· famine. '"\'bere there is likely 
to be a serious failure of pasture and fodder in any 
district entailing loss of cattle, the Deputy Commissioner 
t.uay, in consultation with the Conservator of Forests, 
throw open to grazing any portion of forest land subject 
to the conditions laid down in the Famine Code. . 

Penalties for trespass or damage in State and District 
Forests are provided in Sections 24, 2.5, 36, 38, 55, 7 4 
and 78 of the l\Iysore Forest Regulation of 1~00, as 
amended by H.egulation IX of 1901. · 

The measures adopted for the protection of g·ame and fish 
have been described in Volume I, Chapter V-Zoology. 

To conserve game, suitable forest areas in the Mysore, 
Tumkur, Kadur and Shimoga Dist~icts have been consti
tuted into "Game Preserves" under the .control of a 
Gazetted Officer. In them, shooting is forbidden except. 
with the special sanction of_ His Highness the :Maharaja. 

A Working Jllan sets forth the lines on which a forest (cl Working 

~;houlrl be managed so as to meet the best interests and plana. 

therefore the wishes of the owner and indicates the means 
by which this purpose may be accomplished. In other . 
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words, it is a Forest Regulation prescribing the applica
tion of certain cultural rules and the execution of .certain 
works in order to produce a given desired result. In a 
forest worked on economic principles, the desideratum is 
generany to obtain perpetually a regular supply of pro
duce in the greatest quantity, that is, a maximum 
sustained annual yield. A working plan ·indicates how 
this is to be done. 

The first step, and the most essential one, in the direc
tion of forest management, is the preparation of working 
plans. Working plans are prepared only for -forests 
which have ~een completely demarcated and settled. 
Other considerations also would enter in the matter. 
The demand for timber and other forest produce would 
have to be of sufficient importance and if possible conti
nuous ; and the rate of growth, the character and require
ments of the principal species comprising the forest should 
have been sufficiently studied and the lines of export to a:. 
certain extent developed. 

The importance of equipping all forests with suitable 
working plans having been realised, Government appoint
ed, in 1914-1915·, an Assistant Conservator of Forests as 
Special Working Plan Officer for the State Forests in 
Shimoga District as a temporary measure. In 1916-1917, 
a Sub-Assistant Conservator was also appointed as an 
additional ·working Plan Officer. To. secure a better rate 
of progress and bring this most important work to com
pletion early, Government appointed a third Working 
Plan Officer since 1920. 
. The following statement shows the progress made in 
the preparation of working plans till1920-1921 :-

Areas for which Areas for which 'Areas for which Tot~! working plans h..ve working plans working plans 
been sanctioned by are bein8 have st1ll to be Statt' forest 

Government till compile tllk~n in hand area 
the end of 1920-21 

Sq. Miles Sq. MiiPs Sq. Miles Sq l\Iiles 
1.293 275 1,716 ii,2tH 
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\Vhen all the conditions required to render the com
pilation of working plans possible do not exist in a forest, 
its working is regulated by what is known. as a Provi
sional \Vorking Plan. Such plans remain in force for 
short periods only. They regulate fellings, thinnings, 
collection and transport of forest produce, grazi:Q.g · of 
cattle and provide for the proper 'carrying out of works 
of reproduction and improvement. 

To ensure systematic working of the forests, plans of 
operations are prepared by the District Forest Officers 
annually and the sanction of the Conservator is obtained 
before the operations are permitted in the forests. In 
recent years, the question of remodelling working plans 
based on old ideas, with a view to take advantage of the 
results of modern investigations, has received some 
attention. The suggestion has also been made that a 
Forest Officer should be deputed to specialise in this 
branch of work both in India and elsewhere. According 
to Section 45 of the Forest Code, working plans are 
prepared for the revenue year and are based on the 
proYisions of the working plan, where working plans exist. 
For forests for which no regular working plans exist, they 
are based generally on recognised principles of forest 
conservancy, detailing therein the working of each forest 
for the year with necessary and sufficient provisions for 
fellings, thinnings, export of produce, grazing of cattle, 
protection against fire and the execution of works of 
reproduction and improvement. 

The extraction and transport of forest produce, parti- Extraction, 

cularly timber, is often attended with much difficulty. !~a.:~1:~sal 
A major portion of the deciduous forests of the State is 
fairly accessible, but the most richly wooded Ghi\t regions 
are very hard to negotiate. Except for a few blocks, the. 
regions lie at an average distance of about 70 to 80 miles 
from the nearest rail-head or the sea-coast. The forests 



188 MYSORE GAZETTEER [CHAP. 

occupy for the most part steep hill slopes badly cut up 
by nallas and ravines. Extraction of timber from those 
regions involves ,engineering problems demanding a high 
degree of technical skill. Efforts are being made by 
appointing specialists to overcome these difficulties and 
to open up the country. 

The aim has always been to encoumge private capita- · 
lists to work the forests so that the department may be 
able to devote sufficient attention to works of improve
ment, but as private enterprise is slow to come forward, 
most of the work of exploitation is being done depart
mentally. Of late, however, private people are coming 
forward as the profitable nature of the work is . being · 
demonstrated to them. Timber is exploited· either in 
the round or after partial Conversion in the forests. 
:Most of the teak sold in the market is first roughly 
dressed in the forest to save Unnecessary expenditure in 
extraction. · A Saw Mill has been set up in a convenient 
central place to convert timber which cannot be profitably 
disposed of in log into scantlings, sleepers, etc. 

The transport methods employed vary greatly accord
ing to local conditions. They may be described under 
the two main heads. of land and water transport. 

Transport by land is effected in either of the following 
three- ways :- · 

(i) By human agency:-Except for small quantities of fuel 
and other Minor Forest Produce that is brought out in head
load, this agency is not very widely resorted to. 

(ii) By animals:-Most of the partially_ converted timber 
is dragged down to places accessible to carts by elephants and · 
where suitable roads exist, its further conveyance to the 
markets is effected by bullock carts. 

(iii} By mechanical appliances:-In places which are 
expected to give a. sustained yield- of forest produce to per
manently feed a. Tramway, Tramways are laid out and appreci
able saving of both time and money has thus been etl"ected. 
Lines over a ~istance of 72 miles . are now in working order. 
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Ropeways and such other contrivances necessary for bringing 
out forest produce from steep hill sides or land-locked nlleys 
have not yet been introduced but investigations regarding the 
necessity for their introduction are in progress. To facilitate 
transport of heavy logs in places where no Tram~ays have been 
laid out, roa.d trains consisting of traction engines and waggons 
are employed and these have been working satisfactorily since 
1909. • 

Facilities for transport of forest produce by water exist 
only in the Mysore, · Shimoga. and Ka.dur Districts. 
Timber and bamboos are rafted down rivers in- these 

· districts for about four months in the year. Uost of tbe 
· rivers are too shallow during the summer and floating 
• can be effected only during the monsoon months when 

the rivers are in flood .• Another impediment in the way 
of utilising these water courses is the frequent occurrence 
in them of boulders which makes navigation both 
dangerous and difficult. 

For the disposal of the forest produce, the following 
methods are in vogue :-

Th~ auction system:-As regards the major forest produce, 
which is chiefly timber, the trees are marked out for felling by 
trained officers in accordance with the prescriptions of the 
working plans and they 11:re then sold standing either by 
auction or .. tender." If no suitable man is forthcoming to 
purcha'le the coupes, the extraction is done departmentally and 
the produce collected at a. conveniently situated sale dep(lt. 
In such depots, the timber is sold out periodically by auction 
sa.le after giving due publicity to the contemplated sale, in the 
Jf!lsore Gazette a.nd the Newspaper. Provision also exists for 
selling out timber in such sale depots in retail to suit the 
requirements of small merchants and bonafide house builders. 

Not to inconvenience the local population by binding them 
O\'er to purchase timber for their requirements in sale depots, 
the license srstem is adopted. Exploitation by the licerise 
holders of dead and fallen timber on payment of certain rates 
of seigniorage is thU'~ permitted and the concession is rea.dilr 
availed of by many. 
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·Under the head of "Major Forest Products" come 
timber and fuel. The valuable species composing the 
forests are carefully arranged in two classes ; the reserved 
kinds comprise 21 species, while the classified trees are 
fairly numerous. Of the reserved trees, the following are 
the most i;mportant_ :-

Sandal 
Teak 
Rose Wood 
Kino 
Gallnut 

. Benteak 

Satinwood. 
Ebony. 
Irol}wood. 
Poonspar. 
Chittagong Wood. 
White Cedar . 

Of the many valuable trees which might be described, • 
114 species have been selected by the Forest Department 
and details of these are given in the Commercial Guide 
to the Ecorwmic Products of Mysore. 

As regards Sandal, only dead trees are at present 

Mysore Dist·rict. 
1, Hunsur. 
2. Seringapatam. 

Shimoga Di.strkt. 
3. Sbimoga. 
4. Tirthahalli, 
~· Sagar. 

. 6. 
7. 

Kadur District. 
Chikmagalur. 
Tarikere. 

Hassan District, 
8. Hassan. 

Banga.lort District. 
9. l:langalore.. · 

Manual. 

uprooted and, after a rough dress
ing in the forest; are brought 
down to kotis. In the course of 
preparation in the Sandal Koti.s, 
of which there are the marginally 
noted nine in the State, the heart
wood is separated from the white
wood and assorted into 18 classes, 
as sanctioned in Government Order 
dated 1st April 1898. These are 
given at page 131 of the Forest 

. The best parts of the Sandal tree are used in the 
manufacture of boxes, cabinets, desks, walking-sticks, 
photo-frames, watch-stands, plates and other useful and 
ornamental articles. The roots which are the richest in 
ol.l and the chips go to the still. The oil forms the basis 
of many scents and is also used for. medicinal purposes. 
\Vealthy Hindus use sandalwood sticks for the funeral 
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pile as a mark of respect for their departed relatives. 
The wood when rubbed with water on a circular piece 
of mortar stone gives· a fine paste which i!! .extensively 
used by Hindus in temples and daily worship in their 
houses and on marriage and festive occasions, mixed 
generally with rosewater. Parsis also use sandal in their 
worship_. 

The principal minor forest products are gallnut, tann- Minor Foree~ 
ing barks from Tangadi (Cassia A Jriculata) and Kakke Products. 

(Cassia Fistula), Lac, Soapnut, Gums, Honey, Bees-wax, 
Tamarind and the O'il-Seeds, Hooge, Hippe (Bassia 

.Latifolia) and Dhupa (Veteria indica). 
The collection of minor forest products is leased out 

by auction to the highest bidder. The sales are conducted 
by Talukwar and leases last for 11 period of one or two 
years. The revenue from this . source during the year 
1923-1924 was about Rs. 9 lakhs. 

Honey and wax are obtainable from almost all the 
forests in the .State. Ther' are about four species of 
bees, viz·:-

(i) Hejjenu, · 
· (ii) Thudave)enu, 
(iii) Kaddijenu or Kirijenu and 
(iv) Torigajenu. 

'fhe first two are the most important ones. The first, 
which is abundant and common throughout the State, 
builds its hive on high trees and over inaccessible rocks. 
The second builds ita hive generally in the· hollows of 
trees. The insects are not offensive and do not sting. 
The third is generally found in the village fences and on 
small twigs of trees in open places and scrub forests. 
The honey is highly valued for medicines. The last is 
found in abandoned ant-hills and the yield from this 
source is very small. 
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The extensive forests of the State are destined to 
play a very important part in the industrial and economic 
development of the country. They contribute to the 
general commercial welfare of a country and provide 
employment for its population. If statistics were avail
able regarding the number of persons employed in 
working up the raw material yielded by the forests, they 
would show that, apart from the jungle population 
directly dependent on the forests, and a number of wood 
cutters, sawers, carriers, raftsmen and others working in 
or nea.r them, employment on a. large seal~ is also pro
vided to persons engaged in working up the raw materials. 
Among the latter. may be mentioned, carpenters, wheel
rights, coppers, boat builders, tanners, ropemakers, lac
manufacturers, basket makers and many other classes of 
skilled labourers. Though the forests are of a very mixed 
nature, incapable of supplying any one material to a 
large extent as in other countries, )iet they have been 
found to contain enough material of every kind to meet 
the requirements of the State for its industrial activities. 
In January 1917,, Government appointed a Special Forest 
Officer to deal with Forest Industries. The following 
paragraphs deal briefly with a few of the most im::>ortant 
Forest Industries. 

First as to sandalwood. The rough wood that is 
received in the kotis, is cleaned and cut up into 3' billets 
and after dividing them into 18 classes, is stacked in lots. 
The far greater portion of the sandalwood, sold yearly in 
Mysore, used to be taken to Bombay, wherefrom it found 
its way principally to China, France and Germany. 
After the establishment of the two factories for the dis
tillation of the Sandal Oil at Bangalore and 1\Iysore, the 
old classification of sandalwood into 18 classes was done 
away with, as it was found unnecessary, and the wood is 
now sorted out into 5 classes. The annual auction sales 
of sandalwood were also put an end to and all the wood . 
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i>~ being supplied to the two factories at Bangalore and 
l\1 \'sore. When these factories are developed to their full 
w~rking capacity, it is expected that they will be ablEf to 
absorb the entire out-put of sandalwood within the State. 
The quantity of sandalwood supplied to the Sandalwood 
Oil Factories during the year 1923-1924 was '1,496 as 
against 606 tons in the year previous, the larger supply 
being due to the increased demand for oil and the reopen
ing of the Factory at Mysore. The total revenue from 
sandalwood amounted to nearly Rs.13~ lakhs, showing 'an 
increase of about 4~ lakhs over that·of the previous year. 

A \Vood Distillation Plant has been instaUed at 
Bhadravati in connection with the Iron Works there. 
The Plant is capable of dealing daily with 240 tons of 
Fire-wood and yields about 50 tons of Charcoal and the 
Lye-products, viz:, Calcium Acitate, \Vood Alcohol an(} 
Tar. it is under contemplation to expand the plant for 
a further distillation of Tar. 

The Forest Department has for some years past been 
preprtring Railway Sleepers, and during the year 1914, 
j,mpplied the State Railway with a. large number of them. 
Sleepers of inferior wood were treated with antiseptics 
and the treated sleepers were sent to the Railway Con· 
~-;truction Department for testing them. The results are 
not yet to hand. 

The only tree that is now being utilised for lac culture 
is Slwrea Talura in the .Mysore, Tumkur, 1\olar and 
Bangalore Districts. The farming of lac has been taken 
over by the Forest Department with a view to revive, 
this valuable industry. The cultivation of lac is now 
(1U2:~-HJ24) being can·ie(l on in thirty different localities 
in ell'\Cil different ranges. During 1923-19:24, 412 
llla1wds of lac were collected. The revenue realized from 
iti! ~>ale was about Hs. 10,000. 

Ime~tigations regarding the prospects of paper-pulp 
indu~">try, the match industry and the mallJ.lfacture of 

)!, Gr. YOI.. Ill. 13 



194 li!YSORE GAZETTEER [CHAP. 

pencils and straw board~.were conducted by the Special 
Forest Officer mentioned above. Large quantities of 
bamboos are available for starting a pulp and a paper 
mill of moderate capacity and a working plan for certain 
specified bamboo areas of the State has been compiled, 
as a preliminary step towards the starting of the industry. 
Woods suitable for making matches and pencils are found 
in quantities sufficient to start these industries and only 
the necessary machinery has to be obtained before start
ing them. (Since this was written a 1\Iatch Factory 
worked by a Joint-Stock Company has been put up at 
Bhadravati and is now in working order. Government 
have granted certain concessions to this Company in 
regard to supply of wood, etc.). Straw boards were 
manufactured under the supervision of the Special Forest 
Officer and fairly good prices were realised for them. 
Recent investigation .of _resourc~s of Ghat . Forests has 
disclosed the fact that. they contain sufficient quantities 
of woods su'itable for cabinet and furniture making and 
railway sleepers and other industrial purposes. The 
man~facture of catechu from Kagli (Acacia Catechu) was 
started in 1923-1924. on a modest scale in the Forest 
of Arsikere Range, Hassan District. 

Forest Tribfs. The forest tribes found in Mysore possess the common 
characteristic of viewing with intense jealousy any inter
ference with the habits and customs of their primitive 
life. The policy of the State is to permit no sudden 
imposition of restrictions that may alter the accustomed 
mode of life of these tribes, but rather to win· their con
fidence by kindness and thus gradually to create self
supporting communities acknowledging. the State as 
arbitrator of questions hitherto decided among them by 
might rather than by justice: Forest tribes, with some 
exceptions, depend on agriculture to supplement their food 
supply evep though hunting, fishing and the collection 
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of forest products may form the most important part 
of their occupation. .Most of them are . nomadic out of 
necessity. They move in quest of game and practise 
shifting cultivation at their temporary_ head-quarters. 
They are armed with ~capons which they can m~u-
facture 'or procure. · · 

In the M:ysore District,jungle tribes known as Jenu 
Kurubars, Betta Kurubars and Sholigars furnish efficient 
labour for forest works. · These people roam about the 
jungles in search of roots and honey, clear ··their· way 
through long grass, sometimes by firing it surreptitiously. 
In the Kadur District, Woddars can be had for timber 
work. In the Shimog~ District, the Lambanis · form 
the chief source of labour supply. The system of paying 
rewards to wild tribes- for the successful protection of 
forests has been tried with satisfactory results. 

Research work is necessary to co-ordinate and elaborate 
the scientific knowledge so necessary to successful 
economic working. Valuable scientific work has, it is 
true, been carried out from time to time as the result of 
individual efforts in special branches brit much useful 
work might have been lost for want of systematised 
methods. . . 

In order that the working of the forests may be placed 
on a more scientific basis, the then Conservator of 
Forests submitted, in 1915-1916, proposals regarding the 
constitution of a Research Division with head-quarters 
at Bangalore in charge of a full-time Forest Officer an<\ 
also for the establishment of a Forest Economic Museum, 
where forest products may be exhibited so as to be 
available for inspection by firms, traders, etc. Gov
ernment, in their Order No. R 5997-9-Fl. 97-16-2, 
dated 13th December 1916, sanctioned the establishment 
of a small Library with necest>ary appliances at a total 
cost of Rs. 3,000, in addition to the utili&'ation of a 
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work,ing table offered to be provided by the Director of 
~griculture in the Mycological La~oratory for Botanical 
and Histological work. 

The direct value of forests to the State may be gauged 
by the financial results of their working. While the 
gross revenue of the· department was only about 13~ 
lakhs in 1895, it reached the highest figill'e of 45 lakhs in 
~917; and while the surplus annual average for the 
decade ending with 1842-1843 was about Rs. 1,28,000, 
in the decade ending with 1912-1913 it was . nearly 
Rs. 14,25,000. The most valuable source of forest 
revenue is sandalwood, then follow timber and minor 
forest produce in the order named. The following 
tabular statement contains particulars of receipts, charges 
and ·surplus for decades commencing from 1833-1834 :-

Receipts, Charges, 

I 
Surplus, I Decade annual annual annud 

. I average average average 

I 
Ra. lls. Rs. I 

1833-34 to 1842 -43 ... . .. 1,46,795 18,9C6 1,27,890 ·I 
1843-44 to 1~-58 , .. . .. 1,67,456 21,773 1,45,683 1 
1853-54 to 1862-63 ... ... ~.08,520 32,635 t.~5.8Sfi i 

I 

1868-64 to 1872-73 ... ... 8,42,403 1,10,930 2,81,473 

1873-74 to 188\1-83 ... ... 5,84,954 11,17,128 8,17,826 

1888-Si to 189\1-93 ... . .. 10,93,886 3,77,169 7,16,227 

1893-9! to 190'4-03 ... ... 12,71,139 4,34,006 8,37,083 

190lHl4 to 1912-13 ... ... 20,87,267 6,62,654 14,24,613 

1913-14 to 1!122-23 ... . .. 34,13,670 11,04,0C9 '23,0),~01 

'Actuals for 1923-24 ... ... 36,18,568 19,34,248 16,84,3'20 I 
: 
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CHAPTER V. 

MINES AND MINERALS. 

I. MINERAL PRODCCTS. 

Chief Mineral THE chief mineral product$ in 1\fysore are the metallic 
Products iu 
Mysore. ores of gold, iron, manganese and chromium, and"·the 

The Kolar 
Gold Field. 

Old workinlls 
in the Kolar 
UoldField. 

non-metallic minerals, mica, asbestos, magnesite, comn
dum and garnets.· Such of the minerals as are useful in 
the manufacture of pottery and mineral pigments, {n the 
preparation of earth salt_ and soda, and in the production 
of lime and cement can also be obtained to a limited 
'ilxtent. · Ornamental building stones, potstones and 
lime&tones occur in fair abundance. in very many parts of 
the State. 

Twenty years ago, gold was the only .. mineral systemati
cally raised from the mines, but since then, work has 
been started on the iron, manganese and chrome ores 
and to some extent on some of the non-metallic minerals. 

II. METALLIC ORES. 

Gold. 

Of the minerals in 1\fysore, gold holds the premier 
place, and it occurs in the crystalline schists of Dharwar 
·age. The principal occurrence is in the Kolar schist belt, 
which is composed of a series of dark hornblendic rocks 

· stretching North and South 'for about 40 miles, with a 
maximum width of 4 miles, and bounded on the east and 
west by y~unger granitic rocks. The Gold Field itself, 
however, is limited to a length of 5 miles towards the 
southern end. 

The presence of numerous old workings along the 
strike of the schists in the auriferous locality indicates 

• 198 
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that the inhabitants must have carried on gold mmmg 
operations irom the remota past. It is said that Tipu 
Sultan caused the mines to be worked through the 
agency of one Raja Ramachandra for some time, but 
abandoned the enterprise as the produce of gold just 
balanced the expense. Lieut. John ·warren of H. M. 
33rd Regiment, while surveying the eastern boundary of 
Mysore, immediately after the fall of Seringapatam, heard 
vague reports of the find of gold near Oorgaum and 
Marikuppam arid in 1802 he seems .to have noticed gold 
in those places. 

. ..... 
Nobody appears to have paid any serious attention to History:o( 

this till 1873, when. Mr. 1\I. F. Lavelle came forward ~o!~eM~~:~ 
and applied to the Government for the exclusive privilege ~old Field 

f . . . h K l n· . H' smce1873. o mmmg m t e o ar 1stnct. IS request was 
granted on certain terms. .The Wynad gold ~boom' of 
1878 brought in its wake several companies which started 
vigorously to purchase and to work the lllines of the 
Kolar Field, but not having grasped fully the mode of 
occurrence of gold, much money was wasted in the 
beginning. It was only the dying effort of the. 1\Iysore 
Company in 1885 that discovered the rich 'Champion' 
lode and thus saved the situation. The adjacent 
Companies which were on the verge of extinction, now 
resumed mining operations at deeper levels and succeeded 
in coming upon rich lodes. Ever since, the Kolar Gold 
Field operations have been successful, though considerable 
anxiety is caused from time to time by the intermittent 
character of the richer shoots of ore. Air blasts and 
quakes also cause a co~siderable amount of damage and 
dislocation of work and owing to their frequency some 
portions in the Champion Reef Mine are now completely 
shut dov.'ll. The deepest workings are now over 5,000 feet 
vertically below surface and over 6,000 feet on the 
underlie of the lode and th.ey continue to disclose valuable 

. . 

.. , 
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veins of au~iferous quartz. Practically . all the gold 
produced in :Mysore has come from this field. 

The ore body which consists ol reel quartz is crushed 
· under stamp batteries, and the gold is extracted by 
amalgamation and cyanide processes. 'Vithin the last 
four or five years, special plants for treatment of slimes 
have been installed and so it has become possible to 
re-treat considerable portions of the old tailings dun:i.ps 
which have been through the amalgamation and cyanide 
processes in former years and to obtain almost all their 
gold contents.· 

The· introduction of electricity generated · at the 
Cauvery falls, 92 miles distant, to ·work the power plants 

. has tended to reduce working expenses and the comple
tion of the Ka.nnambii.di (Krishnarajasagara) Dam will 
ensure the steady supply of this power even more to 
the mines. 

Besides this occurrence in the l{olar Gold Field, gold 
has been noticed in several parts of the State, the old 
worl;ngs always furnishing a. clue in the first instance. 
Quite a number of old workings have been found in close 
proximity to one another along the strike of the Dharwar 
rocks and in caught-up patches of the schists in gneiss. 
1\Iost of them are· shallow excavations with irregular 
dumps all round. Some of the deeper ones have been 
recently prospected for gold, but owing to the smallness 
and lack of contip.uity of the lenses or veins of ore, 
successful mining has not -been established. Among 
such the following mines may specially be mentioned:-

In the Shimooa. District. 
(1) The Kudrekonda mines, close to the village of 

Palavanahalli, on what is known as the Honnali Gold Field: 
In the neighbourhood, a gold nugget weighing 4'82 ozs. was 
found in 19ll. 
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(2) The Honnehatt.i mine, on the left bank of the Bhadra. 
river and 13 miles south-east of Shimoga. The workings on 
this hill and to the west near Thambadihalli and Shinganmam~ 
a.re very extensive and much money has been spent on 
exploration work though without success. 

l1i the Kadur District. 

(1) The Ajjampur mines, and (2) the series of deep old 
workings to the south and south-west of Tarikere. The latter 
occur in or in close proximity to the Calc-Chlorite Schists 
(Keratophyres), and extend all the way from Nandi to Lakvalli, 
not far from the gneissic contact. Recently, at Shiddarahalli 
and J alagargundi some deep prospecting work was done and at 
the latter place a small body of fairly good ore has been located. 

Considerable attention has been paid to many old workings. 
that are found in the- long Chitaldrug Schist belt. The 
Kotamaradi region, near Gonur, lying about 4 miles north-east 
of Chitaldrug, the Bodimaradi hills near Iplara, and the 
Bellara mining areas, which are located amidst the crushed 
gray traps, have been prospected for a number of years and 
the country in their vicinity shows gold on washing the soil. 

Other interesting places <1.long this belt of schist are:.:_ 
{1) Ajjanhalli and Ramanballi near Javanballi, ('2) Kaliuganahalli 

w bert> the old workings occupy a considerable•area with dumps 
10ll round, .. ud {3) Hounabetta. hill lt miles south by west of 
1\aga.ma.ugala. 

Among the schist patches in gneiss numerous old workings. 
have been observed, and there is no doubt that they all 
represent gold . diggings. Commencing from Halekal and 
Anekonch, the auriferous localities in the North, the series can 
he followed at intervals to the Amble an Woolagiri mines in 
the South. ~.Considerable amount of mining activity has been 
exhibited at the Haranhalli, Kempinkote and 'Voolagiri mines 
hut unfortunately without any great success. 

The total value of gold bullion produced from the 
commencement of mining operations up to the end of 1918 
is about £50,8Hi,397, on which a royalty of Rs. 400,75,335 
has been realised. Ever since the year 1900, an average . 

Value of gold 
bullion 
produced. 
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of over 500,000 ozs. of bar gold is produced annually, the 
largest production of 627,037 ozs. being in 1905 .. The 

. following table 'shows the quinquennial progress of the 
· gold mining industry from the year.1885 and the royalty 

realised thereon. The industry may be considered to 
have started in 1882, in which year gold to the value 
of £38 was produced. 

Quantity Value in £ Stg. Royalty in Year produced in or Indian 
Bar Gold ozs. Currency Rupees 

£ 

1885 ... 6,424 24,860 18,465 
1890' ... "105,523 409,526 3,04,620 
1895 ... 256,348 973,610 7,23,240 
1900 ... 509,272 1,879,086 13,99,980 
1905 ... 627,037 2,373,458 17,56,245 
1910 ... 559,335 2,107,749 17,67,045 
1915 ... 567,560 2,182,903 19,29,213 
1920-21 ... 442,111 Rs. 2,58,63,00<1' 14,83,535 
1923-24 ... 426,139 Rs. 2,58,25,000 13,89,112 

• 
Altogether during the official year 1923-24, there were 

22 mining leases current in the Kolar Gold Fields area 
and no leases or licenses current for gold outside it. The 
number of gold mining companies in the Mysore State 
in 1918 was 10, of which 4 paid dividends, 1 produced 
gold but paid no dividends and the rest were non-producers. 
The four dividend payers were the Mysore, Champion 
Reef, Ooregaum and Nandydrug Companies. In 1922-23, 
the nUmber of companies which produced gold was only 
five, viz., Mysore, Ooregaum, Champion .fleef, N andydrug 
and Balaghat. The. nominal ()apital of all the gold pro
d.ucing companies in 1923 ~·as £1,667,737. · . 
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Alluvial gold is met \\rith in small quantities in the pebbly Allu'vial Gold. 

bed of the Tungabhadra riv.er near Holalur, Shimoga Dis-
trict and in the surface soil in many places. \Vashing on a 
~mall scale has been carried on in the past by a class of 
J alagars or 'gold-washers' of whom few now remain. The 
earnings are very small and precarious and the very low 
gold contents of the alluvium and lack of. abundant water' 
render it impossible to carry on the work on a large scale. 

In order to provide for the safety and well-being of the T~e Mysore 

employees of mines and to prevent the theft of and =ci~ation, 
illicit traffic in mining materials, a Regulation (III of 
1897) was passed in October 1897. · · 

In 1900, Section 5 and Clause V of Section 24 of the 
above Regulation were-respectively amended by Regula
tions I and VI of 1900, the first amendment prescribing 
a license for. gold-smiths, silver~smiths, etc., carrying on 
their business within the Gold mines area and the second 
amendment empowering Government to make rules 
regarding slaughter houses. 

The above Regulations were repealed and Regulation 
No. IV of 1906, called the Mysore Mines Regulation,"was 
passed in July 1906 dealing with the protection· of mining 
property, safety and discipline of mining employees and 
inspection of mines, liability of Superintendent, sanitation, 
etc., and bringing 'unwrought gold. within the purview 
of the enactment. · 

The Regulation of 1906 was further amended in 1914 
and 1915 (IX of 1914 and VII of.1915). 

Iron Ore. 

In a large number of places in the 1\fysore State, there Occurrence of 

b d d 11f t't d H · · Magnetite and occur an e ~· ague 1 e an ~matite quartzites amongst Hematite 

the Dharwar Schists. The majority of them, however, Quartzites. 

are unfit in their natural condition for·use in the iron and 
steel industry. · 
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It is evident from the numerous old workings for iron 
ore and from the large ·and widely distributed heaps of 
slag that iron smelting has at one time or another been 
widely practised in the State. In several parts of the 
State, slag heaps are met with in places now overgrown 
with jungle and where practically no traces. remain of the 
habitations which existed at the tiq1e the industry was 
abandoned. There can be little doubt that some of these 
slag heaps have taken centuries to accumulate and that 
the production of iro.n by the direct reduction of iron ore, 
in somewhat primitive charcoal furnaces was kno:wn to 
the people of Mysore from very early times. 

In some of the old workings on the Kolar Gold Fields, 
iron tools such as the head of a broken drill, and blunt 
hammer heads have been found and these doubtless 
belong to the period at which the workings were 
discontinued. 

IroD smelting There are reasons to believe that the process of the 
in_ C~italdrug production of iron bloom wroucrht iron and steel in 
Dtstrtct. ' b 

charcoal furnaces (now practised on a small scale) in a 
few localities in the Chitaldrug District is still the same 
as of old. The hills in the Sand.ur State (Kumarsvami 
betta) and the Chitaldrug range of schist hills furnished 
the ore to the smelters and the forests close . by afforded 
the necessary charcoal. Formerly a nominal tax was 
paid for each furnace and this enabled them to get wood. 
free from forests for conversion into charcoal. The 
labour employed being cheap, it was possible for each 
smelter to make as much as Rs. 100 profit per ton in the 
wrought iron industry. · 

Steel making was carried on only in the village of 
Gattihoshalli, Chitaldrug District, and it has been 
reckoned that a profit of Rs. 145 to 200 per ton may 
have been obtained. Pieces of wrought iron bloom were 
placed in crucibles with chips of wood bark and leaves 
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and heated by a charcoal fire urged with bellows. The 
iron was converted into steel by a sort of cementation. 

The cheapness of the imported articles is responsible Decay of the 

I . d . indigenous 
for the decay of the indigenous iron and stee m ustry m industry. 

Mysore and it is doubtful if it can be revived. 

For some time past, · Government · had under their Prosper.ts of 
. ·a . h t' f t'l' . th. 1 an Iron and active cons1 eratwn t e q-qes wn o u 1 Ismg e arge steel 

iron deposits in the eastern summits ·of the Bababudan industry. 

Hills in the Kadur District. The investigations, made 
from time to time by the Mysore Geological Department 
in regard .to the feasibility of the" manufacture of iron 
from these deposits having yielded favourable. results, 
Government in Hll5 engaged the services of 

·.Mr. C. P. Perin, Consulting Expert of the Tata Iron and 
Steel Company, Limited, for advising and formulating a 
workable scheme for the manufacture of iron by smelting 
the ore with the aid of charcoal to be obtained by 
distillation of wood from the forests of the Shimoga. and 
Kadur Districts. 1\Ir. Perin accordingly _drew up a report 
and after a careful consideration, Government decided in · 
1918 to start the manufacture of iron in the State .in 
accordance with Mr. Perin's scheme. 

Having regard to the expert knowledge and special 
-experience possessed by the Tata Iron and Steel Company, 
Limited, in the manufacture of iron, the Government 
decided to employ that firm as their managing Agents 

_and entered into an agreement with them under certain 
terms. The management of the Company was original!y. 
subject to the control of five Directors, three of whom 
were nominated by Government and two by the Company. 
The Board of Management was, however, reconstituted 
in June 1923, in consequence of the cancellation, by 
mutual consent, of the Agency Agreement of 1917 with 
the Tata Iron and Steel Company. All the members of . 
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. the Board are now nominated. by . Government and they 
have full and effective powers of control over all parts of 

· the scheme. The Board is presided over by a Chairman 
and includes a Government. Director who co-ordinates 
the work of. the several agencies-Forest, Geological, 
Railway, etc.-who have most to do with the works. 
The works &re located at Bhadravati, in the Shimoga. 
District, originally known as 'Benkipur but now changed 
to Bhadravati under the orders of Government. 

Manganese Ore. 

The manganese ores of the .State are widely distributed 
in the highly decomposed chloritic schists. · They are 
chiefly psilomelane, pyrolusite and wad, and occur as 
hard lumps and lenses in the ferruginous .and siliceous 
banded ochres as .the result of impregnation and replace
ment by oxides of manganese. Associated with them are 
various iron ores which are mostly limonite and earthy 
hrematite and in places the-ores occur in or are associated 
with laterite or ... lateritoid" material. 

Oc:currencein In the Shimoga District it is the heavy and compact. 
the Shimoga, '} h' l d l'k ' 'l l . 48 Tumkur and Sl very-w 1te or ea - I e psi ome ane averagmg per 

DC~ita.ldrug cent of manganese . (1st grade) that is mined, while in 
JstrJcts. . . 

the Tumkur and Chitaldrug Districts, It 1s largely 

Production of 
manganese 
since 1906. 

pyrolusite ore of low grade under 40 per cent of Manganese. 
The latter deposits have proved comparatively uncertain in 
character. · 

· The mining o! manganese ores in Mysore commenced 
in the year 1906 and the total quantity of ore production 
during the period 1906-18 was 340,792 tons on which a. 
royalty of Rs. 1,40,094 has been realised. The maximum 
quantity of 69,725 tons was exported in 1907. Owing to 
the sudden fall in prices about that time, the production 
of manganese ore in Mysore decreased gradually and in . 
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1918 it was only 22,660 tons. The quantity of ore 
extracted during 1922-23 was only 22,029 tons and that 
exported 93,491 tons against 16,430 and 16,9_37 tons 
respectively in the pre,·ious year. The royalty paid to 
Government on the ore exported was Rs. 35,222 aa against 
Rs. 8,249 in the previous year. 'Most of the ores have 
come from the Ku.msi and Shankargudda blocb · in 
the Shimoga. District owned by the "~ orkington Iron 
and Steel Company, Limited (now called "Gnited Steel 
Companies, Limited, Shimoga), who export . the ore to 
their furnaces in Cumberland. 

The cost of raising the ore from open quarries is low, Coet of. · 

b f . · h prodacti.on • ut the cost o cartage to the nearest ra1lway stat10n, t e utility of • 

freight to the coast and thence to European or American the o"'· 

ports often stand in the way of ore production. The low 
grade ores can only be mined and exported if the rates 
and prices become favourable. As to the utilisation of 
such ores iQ the manufacture of ferro-manganese, etc., 
success would depend .on the quantity of charcoal 
available, and that is at present a. doubtful matter owing 
to the large demand which the smelting of iron ore will 
entail. 

Cliromite. 
The mineral chromite is found largely in the Districts Occun-enee iD 

of 1\I vsore and Hassan associated with a.ltered ultra basic ~!~and • ~u 

rocks tmch as Dunites and Amphibolites. The most District.e. 

important deposits are situated near Shindhuvalli, },fysorc 
Ta.luk, where the chromite occurs in thin narrow \·eins or 
as large wide'lenses. The quantity of the ore is fairly 
good \\ith 48 to 53 per cent of Chromite. There is also a 
good deal of lower grade material. During the year 
1907-09, there was considerable mining activity at this 
place but afterwards for nearly four years the chromite 
production was at a standstill owing chiefly to the fall in 
prices. The total quantity of ore production up to the . 
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end of 1918 was ~1,242 tons of an e~timated value of 
Rs. 6,31,896. · There has been recently a revival in the 
industry. In 1922-23, there were 9 mining leases and 2 
prospecting licenses current for chrome ore as against 8 
mining leases and one prospecting license in the previous 
year. The quantity of ore collected during the year was 
17,783 tons and that exported 36,496 tons as against 4,306 
and 8,323 tons respectively in the previous year. 
The royalty paid· to Government on the ore exported 
~as Rs. 29,478 as against. Rs. 6,243 in 1921-22. The 
greater portion of the output and export of ·this ore is 
from the Bhaktarhalli Mining ·Block in the ·Hassan 
District. 

In the 'nassau District, over a length of about 20 miles 
from Nuggihalli to Arsikere, chromite patches occur in a 
schist belt. The ore consists of small grains of chromite 
embedded in a talcose matrix (amphibolite) with much 
variation in the amount of chromite present. Here and 
there segregated chromite lenses. occur associated some
times with the. iron ores. Except in a· few places, as at 
Bhaktarhalli and Bairapur, where the ore analysis sh0ws 
49 to 51 per cent of phromite, the majority of the chromite 
in the area is of comparatively low grade, being not more 
than 42 per cent of Chromite. The advent of the late 'War 
created a great demand for Indian chromit'e and several 
thousand tons were mined and exported from this area: 
The total quantity of ore. exported from Hassan District 
was 24,652 tons. . This realised a royalty of Rs. 18,182. 
During 1922-23, the output in the Mysore ·District 
totalled 2,316 tons while t11e quantity exported was 
2,435 tons and in the Hassan District the total quantity 
extracted was 5,367 tons and that exported 7,843 tons. 
The royalty realised in these districts was Rs. 9,815. 

Copper, · Besides these metallic minerals, Copper, Antimony and 
Antimonyand Lead Ores have been noticed sparingly in the Chitaldrng 
Lead Ores. • 
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and 1\Iysore Districts but not in sufficient quantity for 
commercial work. 

III. NoN-METALLIC MINERALS. 

The mica. produced in Mysore belonbs to the variety Mica. 

of .Muscovite and it is found in pegmatite veins traversing 
gneiss. Cle<1n sheets of mica 8 inches square can be 
obhined, but the average size is much less than this and 
ther.:~ is much waste or defective material. Since 1911 
mica mining is on the increase, and in the eight years 
ending 1913 about 22,878 lbs. of mica was exported, 
realizing a royalty of Rs. 583. The principal producer was 
the Kabbur 1\Iine in the Hole-Narsipur Taluk, Hassan Dis-
trict. Other Ioc:tlities where mica has been exposed· in 
open quarries are at Kikri in the Sringeri J agir, at 
V ades:1mudra and Kg,tferi near French Rocks, and at 
Tagadur, Nanjangud Taluk. During 1922-23, the number 
of prospecting license 1 current for mica was four against . 
three in the previous ye:tr. The quantity extracted during · 
the year was 11, 718lbs. r::tw mica; 4,220 lbs .. sheets; 1,524 
lbs. and 16 cwts. of waste mic!l. and that exported was 4,4 'J4 
lbs. 3 oz. sheets; 6,857 lbs. discs;, and 606 lbs. round. 
Almost the whole output of the year was exported to 
Gudur and came from the 1\!ysore and Hassan Districts. 

,i 

Attempts have been made from time to time to work Asbestos: 

this mineral but without much success. Recently, in 
.Mysore City, an asbestos industry for the preparation of 
heat insulating covers for boilers, steam pipes ·and stills 
has been started and it is reported that the concern is 
working satisfactorily. The low grade asbestos from the 1 

Kabbur Mines, Hole-Narsipur taluk, was unearthed and 
in the four years, 1914-18, the total quantity of produc-
tion was 420 tons valued at Rs. 40 a ton. The royalty 
realized amounted to Rs. 625. In 1922-23, there was 
only one mining lease current for asbestos and the 

• 
M. Gr. VOL. III. 14. 
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numbering of prospecting licenses fell from 6 to 5. The 
quantity of asbestos extracted was 256 tons against 184 
tons in the previous year. The entire output came from 
Hassan and was utilized for the manufacture of mill
boards, boiler composition, etc. 

Magnesite. Magnesite occurs in conjunction with chromite in the 
Kadakola area, Mysore. District, where a good deal of 
prospecting work has been done. The quantity exported, 
however, is very small. During 1922-23, there were 
only four mining leases cmTent for magnesite and the 
number of prospecting licenses fell from 4 to 2. The 
quantity of ore extracted was.l21 tons and that exported 
1,224! tons against 1,775 and 1,852 tons in the previous 
year. The royalty paid to Government was Rs. 640 
against Rs. 1,157 in the previous year. Experiments are 
being conducted with a view to utilize the Mysore material 
for the preparation of burnt magnesite and magnesite 
bricks for use in the steel furnaces. 

Corundum. In very many places in Mysore, pink and grey Corun-
dum pieces and crystals lie scattered over the fields. For 
a long time past, they have been collected by local people 
under collecting licenses. Some deeper prospecting work 
for the mineral has been done notably in the Madhugiri, 
Goribidnur and Bowringpet Taluks. Since 1910, the 
export of the mineral steadily continued to increase as 
can be seen from the following statement; but from 1914 
onwards, owing to the slack market (probably as the 
resuit of the war), the export of the mineral has fallen 
considerably. The reservation of this mineral for State 
purposes was ordered by Government in 1920 but the 
reservation was withdrawn in 1923. The following is 
a statement showing the quantity of corundum exported, 
the value at the mine and the rent and royalty realized 
thereon dtuing the years 1910-18 :-
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Quantity Average 
Year exported value at Royalty. 

in Cwts. the mine 

Rs. Rs-. 
1910 ... ·-· 2,152 8,608 1,134 
1911 ... ... 2,505 12,525 1,020 
1912 ... ... 2,926 14,630 1,522 . 
1913 ... ... 4,150 20,750 2;179 
1914 ... ... 1,604 8,020 845 
1915-17 ... .. ... . .. 
1918 ... ... 243· 1,032 128 

Ruby Corundum can be obtained from tne taluks of 
Bowringpe~, Mandya, T~-Narsipur and Hunsur and from 
the Sringeri Jagir, but the quantities available appear 
to be very limited. · 

The mineral garnet occurs in many of the cryst.alline Garnet. 

schists and gneisses, but clear and transparent varieties 
are rare. In 1907, a. prospecting license was taken out· 
for collecting the pink garnets from Kemphole, :Manjara.-
bad Taluk, but only 825 lbs. were collected and sent 
abroad as a. test sample. Further than this, no attempts 
have been made for its exploitation. 

Besides these, among the non·metals, apatite, beryl Oceu~ee of 

and rock·crystal have been noticed in :Mysore but they ::a~~~berylo 
do not occur in sufficient abundance for economic deve·

1 
rock-crystal 

lopment. Varieties of felspar useful for pottery purposes ~nd felspar. 

can be obtained from the pegmatite veins in the State, 
notably in the Hassan District. Graphite is met with 
sparingly at Gana.charpur, Bowringpet Taluk, and at 
:Mavinhalli and Sargur in the :M:ysore District. These-
deposits are being prospected. 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 
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IV. MISCELLANEOUS 1\IINERALS. 

Through alteration some of the pegmatite veins and 
the coarsely crystalline gneisses have given rise to kaolin 
deposits suitable for the manufacture of pottery, earthen
ware and to some extent porcelain. Such deposits have 
been found at Melkote in the :Mysore District, at Bagade 
in the Hassan District, at Golhalli and Hindigana• and a 
f~w other places in the Bangalore District, also in the 
Kolar District and in the Sringeri Jagir. Except in the 
last named' locality, there is a deficiency of good water 
for washing the Kaolin and this would restrict the output 
to comparatively small dimensions. In the neighbou:r;
hood of Sringeri, the proximity of the Tunga river may 
afford facilities for wa:shing on a larger scale, but the 
distance from the railway is at pr~sent a bar to profitable 
work.. During the past few years attempts have been 
made. to make use of the Kiwlin occurring round about 
Bangalore in the manufacture of firebricks and some 
classes of porcelain or pottery ware. 

On the Bababudan hills and in the Shimoga, Chital
drug and Tumkur Districts, red and yellow ochres and 
coloured ferruginous clays are found in close association 
with the iron ores, and may one day be of use for the 
manufacture of mineral pigments if greater tranPport 
facilities come into existence. From some of the ochres 
obtained from Tumkur and Chitaldrug Districts, paints 
a.re being prepared locally. During 1922-23, there were 
four prospecting licenses for ochres as against nine in the 
previous yea!. The Mysore Pioneer Paints Company, Ltd., 
a. local concern, has been granted exclusive rights for the 
quarrying of paint materials in an area of about 400 square 
miles in the Shimoga, Chitaldrug and Tumkur Districts. 

Saline efflorescent products are obtained from the soil 
in various.parts of the State, especially along the water 
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courses on the river Vedavati .and its tributaries in the 
Chitaldrug and Tumkur Districts, and in the Mandya 
Taluk, l\Iysore District. Out of earth salt thus obtained, 
some impure salt is being manufactured to meet the 
local demand. Formerly, earth soda was ·prepared and 
used for making bangle glass. Attempts are being made 
to produce earth soda on a commercial scale from the 
efflorescent products round about Mandya and Sira. 

The irregular lumps of calcareous concretionary matter Kankat. 

called kankar are found in several parts of the State 
usually in dark coloured soils. The substance is collected 
largely and burnt in specially constructed kilns to produce 
lime. The burnt lime from Mandya is considered excep
tionally good. 

v. BUILDING STONES, ETC. 

1\Iore than half the area in Mysore is covered by com- Ornamental 

pact crystalline rocks which present different . grades of ~~~'!:.g 
texture, structure and mineral composition and it is there-
fore not a matter for surprise that a great diversity of 
useful and ornamental building stones should be. found in 
the State. Among such, special mention may be made of 
(1) the various porphyries and felsites in the Sering-
patam and Mandya Taluks, Mysore District, and (2) 
the mottled and porphyritic grantites constituting the 
Closepet range of hills. The ordinary gneiss of the 
State is very largely used and is a good and cheap building 
stone. 

The dark talcose trap rocks in the Hassan District Potstone. 

take a very good polish and being fairly soft have been 
used largely in temple architectures at Belur, Halebid, 
etc., and also in the New Pal~e at l\Iysore in which 
many of the more ornamental building stones find 
appropriate settings. 
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Limestone. Extensive deposits of calcareous and d~lomitic lime~ 

Gold mining 
Leases and 
Royalties. 

stones occur in the schist runs,in the Tumkur, Chitaldrug 
and Shimoga Districts. Many of them, however, are 
highly siliceous and purer varieties are comparatively 
scarce, and · on this account, they are not used for 
mortars and cements. .· 

VI. MINING ROYALTIES. 

. In 1873, the Chief Commissioner in l\Iysore granted 
Mr. M. F. Levelle, the exclusive 'privilege of mining in 
the Kolar District on certain terms, of which the follow~ 
ing three may be mentioned :-

(1) The lease of each block of land was ~to be f~r .20 years 
and was to convey an exclusive right to work and mine within 

. the limits named. 
(2) A royalty of 10 per cent on the net sale proceeds of 

. all ores, coal, etc.; extracted and about 20 per cent on that of 
precious stones was to be paid to the :Mysore Government free 
of all deductions. 

(3) If the block of land selected happens to be arable 
waste, a premium of 30 times the assessment was to be paid 
in addition to an annual rent which was to be determined by 
the revenue authorities. 

In consequence of the representation made by the 
Concessionaires that the terms of the lease provided for 
in the concession were not sufficiently favourable,· they 
were further allowed in 1880, to obtain the lease of lands 
selected by them for a period of 30 years instead of 20, 
and the royalty stipulated for 10 per cent and 20 per cent 
which was complained of as very high, was reduced to 5 
and 10 per cent respectively, with a provision for its 
befng further reduced in the event of the Government of 

. India fixing a lower rate for British Iridia. At the same 
time, on the application of the Concessionaires, permis~ 

sion was ·given for commuting the claims of Government 
to royalty and rent ·by a present payment of Rs. 55,000 . 



v] MINES AND MINERALS 215 

per square mile. The Concessionaires were allowed one 
year's time from the. date of the' lease to avail themselves 
of this commutation. 

In 1881, there was a. rush for gold and numerous 
applications were received. dn the 26th July 1881, rules 
were laid down for the grant of mining leases, somewhat 
on the lines of the terms descri~ed above, but with the 
view ofkeeping out applications made upon ;mere specu
lation, the lessees were required, in a4dition, to make a. 
deposit of Hs. 1,000 with Government for every square 
mile of land applied for and to pay an assessment of 8 
annas per acre on all unarable land, subject to the condi:
tion that after the expiry of two years, in the event of 
the Government not being satisfied with the working or 
its results, an assessment of Rs. 5 per acre shall be levied 
instead of the royalty and other payments. 

As the above rules were found ineffective in -some 
respects, Government in their Notification No.107, dated' 
5th September 1887, revised the rules which differ from 
the old rules in three important particulars :-

(i) In the provision made for the grant of prospecthig 
licenses. 

\ii) In attaching to the lease a. condition that within two 
years of its grant, a company should be formed with a. paid-up 
working capital of not less than ,£ 5,000 per square mile. 

(iii) In the express reservation of the right of the Govern
ment to limit the aggregate area to be granted for the time 
being and to dispose of mining leases for such area by public 
auction. 

In accordance with an agreement entered into in 1901 
between the Government and the several gold inining 
companies holding rich properties on the Kolar Gold 
Field, the mining leases have been renewed for a period 
of thirty years from the 22nd March 1910 on which the 
earliest lease was to expire .. The renewed leases give the 
Government the advantage of a. royalty of 2} per cent of 
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all declared dividends in addition to the royalty of five 
per cent on the output payable under the original leases. 
- In 1903-04, the general rules for the grant of prospect~ 
ing licenses and mining leases were revised and with a 
view to provide for the encouragement needed by- the 
gold mining industry, especially in its earlier stages, 
royalty OJ:!. gold was abolished so long as the operations 
did not result in any profits to the lessee and the levy of 
a. royalty of 5 per cent on the gross sale effected of the 
gold and silver was prescribed for each calendar year in 
which the operations resulted in a balance of net profits 
to the lessee with an additional royalty of five per cent 
of all net profits in excess of£ 25,000. 

The existence of a. number of minor minerals having 
been noticed during the course of the Geological Survey 
of the State, and a large number of applications having 
been received for their exploitation, revised rules regard~ 
ing licenses and leases as affecting them were issued in 
1905-06 as the rules of 1904 were chiefly meant for gold 
and other metals requiring a large amount of capital for 
successful working. 

One other important change effected in the rules of 
1904 was the limiting of the area to be granted to an 
applicant for prospecting. In order to avoid large areas 
being indiscriminately applied for on mere speculation 
and 'to assure some good work being done within the 
short period of one year during which the licenses are in 
.force, it was decided to limit the area under each license 
to 10 square miles. 

In the -case of large scattered deposits of corundum, it 
was found that the terms of the ordinary prospecting 
licenses and mining leases which provide for the payment 
bf acreage rental on the area leased, in addition to royalty, 
were prohibitive and it was therefore decided to grant 
short term licenses over a taluk or group of taluks to 
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search for and collect the mineral on a minimum guaran
teed royalty. 

In October 1910, some changes were introduced in the 
rules of which the following two are the most import
ant:-

(i) That prospecting licenses and mining leases were to 
be granted for specified minerals instead of for all minerals in 
general as previously. _ 

(ii) That royalties on minerals should be fixed from time 
to time by notification in the official Gazette, as ex.(>erience of 
the working of each mineral is acqujred. 

A table showing the minimum rates of royalty leviable Rates of 
royalty. 

on different ores is given below :-

Name of mineral. Rate per ton. 

Chromite 
Raw Magnesite 
CalcineJ Magnesite 
Dead burnt :l'lfagnesite 
:Manganese Ore 
Manganese Ore containing not more than 

44 per cent of Manganese 
Crude China clay 
Kaolin washed or prepared from China 

clay 

Rs. a. p. 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 4 0 
1 8 0 
0 10 0 

0 6 0 
0 12 0 

1 8 0 

As regards precious stones, thirty per cent on the net 
profits of each year taken separately. . 

On ali other minerals not specified above, 5 per cent 
on the sale value at the pit's mouth or on surface of the 
dressed ore or metal convertible at the option of the 
lessors to an equivalent charge per ton to be fixed annu
ally or for a term. Other conditions as to royalty are:-

(i) The royalty is payable quarterly. 
(ii) On all ores despatched during the quarter, royalty 

has to be paid within ninety days of the close of the quarter. 
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Before the outbreak of the War, ~he gold extracted 
from the mines was .being shipped to England, melted, 
assayed and refined there and the royalty due paid by 
Messrs. John Taylor & Sons, the Companies: Agents 
in London; to the State Bankers. Since the commence
ment of the War, however, consignments of gold from 
the mines are deposited at the Bombay Mint to the order 
of the Bank of England. On being so deposited, their 
assay value is certified by the official assayers of the 
Mint, and the gold is purchased by the Bank of England 
at £3-17-9 per standard ounce. .On such values being 
ascertained and communicated to · the Bank of England 
by cable, the Bank pays 98! per cent of the value, 
leaving a balance of 1! per cent to be adjusted subse
quently. 

According to the terms of the lease, royalty is payable 
by the Companies within nine days after the sale of gold 
or within six months from the time of the extraction of 
the ore. 

The Government have prescribed rules for the conduct 
of prospecting and mining operations in the State Forests 
and such District Forests as may be specially brought 
within the scope of the rules and lands under special 
protection. The following are the more important of the 
rules:-

The licensee or lessee shall :-

(a) Pay a lumpsum compensation for damage and dis· 
figurement of the surface on al111oreas operated upon at the 
following rates :- · 

(l)_ In State Forests, rl.'served Ianda, and pole forests. 

f 
(i) Rs. 100 per acre fo1• high 

or in District Forests, (ii) Rs. 50 for other forests 
· including scrub ; 

(~) For Railways and tramways and for roads on which traction 
t>ngines are used, at the foregoing rate; 

(3) For ordinary cart-tracks and foot-paths at the rate of Rs. 25 
ermile; 
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(b) undertake not to cut sandalwood except with permis
sion of the Forest Department and on payment of an extra. 
charge to be fixed by the Conservator ; . 

(c) make over to the Forest Department all trees felled 
in the area operated upon. · 

In February 1919; Government directed that certain ·Minerals 

minerals required for industrial purposes in the State, or :::=:or 
certain areas containing such minerals so required, might purposes. 

be reserved and notified in the Mysore Gazette from time to 
time, and that prospecting licenses s~bject to such reser· 
vations and the condition that Government should have 
the first refusal of the mineral collected, might be freely 
granted to applicants who are 1\Iysoreans by birth or 
domicile and in exceptional cases to others also, prefer.,. 
ably those who have afreooy worked in the State for not 
less than five years. In 1922-23, Government sanctioned 
the withdrawal of the reservation of certain ores and 
minerals in the State notified in April 1920, so a.s to 
provide greater scope for private enterprise to carry on 
mineral exploitation and prospecting work on commercial 
lines. At the same time, the Government ordered the 
reservation exclusively throughout the State of iron ores, 
limestone, dolomite, manganese and chrome ores which 
are in the nature of " essential " or " key " minerals; as 
it was considered desirable that the resources of the 
State in these minerals should be conserved as far as 
possible for possible use in connection with the Mysore 
Iron 'Vorks. In the case of certain other minerals such 
as kaolin, China clay, asbestos, etc., the Government 
have directed that licenses and leases should be grant~ 
only to such persons as are willing to give an undertaking 
to start a manufacturing industry in the State in these 
minerals. The rules for the grant of prospecting licenses 
were also slightly amended during the year so as to 
permit the levy of full fee in the case of applications for 
renewals of certificates of approval and also in the case 
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of prospecting licenses where applications for renewals 
are not submitted '\Vi.thin the- time prescribed. As the 
question of the proprietary right in the ores owned but not 
removed during the currency of licenses was not clearly 
understood,' Government issued definite orders laying 
down that 1111 such minerals should be considered as 
belonging _to Government unless the previous permission 
of Government was obtained for their removal after the 
expiry of a license. In 1924, the restrictions regarding 
reservation of chrome were relaxed to some extent and 
permission given for the issue of licenses for prospecting 
for this mineral subject to certain conditions, for a 

. period of one year at a time, and not exceeding three 
· years in all. 

The revenue earned by the State from the royalty on 
minerals other than gold during the year 1922-23, was 
Rs. 69,556 as against Rs.17,993 in the previous year. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ELECTRIC POWER. 

THE Cauvery falls are situated on the Cauvery river 
in latitude 12-16'-47" to' latitude 12-17'-36" and 
longitude 77-12'-3_0" to longitude 77-13'-33." As 
regards the origin, etc., of the Cauvery river, reference 
may be made to Volume IV, Mysore District. It' :tnay. 
however, be stated here that the .river Cauvery, after 
flowing from Karrigal in a generally south-easterly direc
tion for about 150 miles, divides into two branches 
forming the island of Sivasamudram, · and it is across 
these branches that the falls are situated, one on the 
eastern or British side, called the Bar Chukki, and the one 
on the western or Mysore side, the Gag&na Chukki. 
This is divided into two by the small island of Ettikur. 
About I! miles below the falls, the two branches unite. 
Thus the Cauvery river at and for some 'distance about 
the falls is partly in British and partly in Mysore 
territory. 

In 189.4:, Mr. Edmund Carrington, an Electrical Engi
neer, applied for a. concession of the water-power at the 
falls. He was connected with Mr. ,Holmes of Madras, 
one of the pioneers of Electric lighting in India. These 
gentlemen and Colonel Henderson, the then British Resi
dent in Mysore, who took a keen interest in the scheme, 
recognised that long distance transmission of power 
might be carried out. Mr. Holmes even suggested the 
supply of power to the Kolar G:old Mines .. 

Then the Mysore Government considered it advisable 
.to investigate the practicability of generating power at the 
falls, and obtained the loan from the Madras Government, 

• 222 
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of the services of Colonel Pennyquick, R.E., then Chief 
Engineer at .Madras, for the purpose. In his report, be 
took a most favourable view of the capabilities of the 
falls. · 

In June 1899, Captain A. J. DeLotbiniere, R.E., 
Deputy Chief Engineer of .Mysore, after studying the 
account of the installation at the Niagara Falls, conceived · 
the idea. of working the machinery at the Kolar Gold 
.Mines with electricity generated by the power· of the 
Cauvery Falls, and this scheme received the' hearty sup
port of Sir K. Seshadri Iyer, the then Dewan of Mysore, 
and Colonel D. McNeil Campbell, the Chief Engineer . 
.Messrs. Taylor and Sons of London, who have the 
general management of the mines· in the Kolar Gold 
Fields, also supported the-scheme. 

Government decided in 1899 to utilize the Fall!? for Farther 

the production of electric power and its transmission for prllgres
1 

tis. andf 
comp e on o 

the service of industrial undertakings in .different parts of the scheme. 

the State, including· the Kolar Gold Mines. In embark-
ing upon this great undertaking, the Government were 
influenced wholly by the consideration that the supply 
of a cheap motive power of the kind and on the scale 
proposed, was likely to greatly foster private industrial 
enterprise throughout the State and thus to indirectly 
increase the wealth and general prosperity of the country. 
Captain A. J. DeLotbiniere, Deputy Chief Engineer, was 
deputed to Europe and America to investigate and 
mature the project in consultation with experts and t~ 
arrange details. 

The 'Mysore Government acquired from the Govern
ment of· Madras, the right to utilize the whole of the 
water-power at the Falls under certain conditions. 

Captain Lotibiniere returned to India in February 1900, 
and the sanction of Government of India. for the various 
details, such· as the concession from the Government 
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of Madras, the agreement with Messrs. J. Taylor & Sons 
and the individual Mines, entering into a contract 
with the General Electric Company of Schenectady, 
United States, America, and Messrs. Escher, Wyss 
& Co., Zurich, was received in March 1900. In June 
1900, the agreement with Messrs. Taylor & Sons was. 
signed and Captain Lotbiniere again left for England and 
America 'in July 1900. Arrangements were made with 
the General Electric Company of New York for electri
cal plant and Messrs. Escher, Wyss & Co., Zurich, for 
hydraulic plant, the former taking . the entire responsi
bility for installing the plant and working for a period 
of one 'year. The works were completed, by 1902 and on 
the 30th June of that year, the current (30,000 volts) 
was successfully transmitted for the first time to the 

. Kolar Gold . Fieids. 

The power developed by the first installation was 
6,000 E.H.P., but owing to the increased demand for 
power at the Gold Fields and in Bangalore (including 
the Civil and Military Station) and l\lysore Cities for 
both power and lighting, the Generating Station was 
extended by the 2nd installatiqn in 1903, the 3rd instal
ation· in 1907, the 4th installation in 1914-15, the 5th 
installation in 1918 and the 6th installation sanctioned 
in 1919.· A seventh installation costing about Rs. 3! 
lakhs was sanctioned in January 1925. The total power 
generable was raised by the sixth installation to 34,000 
H.P. · The seventh installation provides for an extra 
14,000 H.P., thus making the total power generated 
under the seven installations- reach the total of 48,000 
H.P. 

The head works at Sivasamudram are located at a 
point approximately two miles above the Cauvery Falls 
anq the water is diverted by a masonry darn about 9' 
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high by 2,400'. long across the river, the flow of.water 
being controlled (completed in 1924) by suitable ·gates · 
into the channels. 

Two parallel channels each 3'375 miles in length have 
been constructed for supply of water to the forebay.above 
the Generating Station where are located the control gates 
.for the regulation of flow of water through the penstock 
or pipe lines connected to the water wheels in the 
Generating Station. 

The 
channels. 

The head under which the turbines operate is 423• The total· 

between water level in the Forebay and Tail race. head. 

There are 10 turbines: six of 5,600 B.H.P. Bowing & Water 

C F · b h turbiuea, oy's ranc1s tur ines eac direct connected to 3,530 
K.V.A. 3 phase alternators, one of 5,600 RH.P. Escher 
Wyss Francis turbines direct ·connected to 3,530 K.V.A. 
alternator, three of 2,700 B.H.P. Escher Wyss impulse 
turbines each direct connected to 1, 760 K.V.A. alter- · 
nators. All the generators are of the · International 
General Electric CompaJ:?.y's manufacture of New York, 
the speed regulation and penstock ·pressure rises being 
controlled by suitable 'automatic governors and relief 
valves. 

The excitation for the generators is obtained fr~rn two Excitation. 

·Turbine driven and two motoJ; driven exciters, ~ach of · 
250 K.,'\:. capacity at 110 Volts. 

The power from the generators is conducted by cable Electrical 

to the busses and connected to the step-up Transformer supply. 

station situated at the Generating Station and the voltage 
is stepped up by means of transformers to 78,000 volts . 
for transmission to Kolar, distant 92 miles, and to 
35,000 volts for transmission to .. Bangalore, distant 60 

M. Gr. VOL. III. • 15 
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miles, and to 35,000 volts for transmission to Mysore, 
distant 37 miles. 

The transmission lineEno each of these places are in 
duplicate and to Kolar each line is on separate posts. 

Energy received in the Government Transformer Sta... 
.tion on the field is reduced from the line pressure to 
2,300 volts at which pressure it is supplied to the Mines 
over their own distribution system for operating the 
several classes of mining, milling, pumping, etc., motors. 

C~ent is similarly received in the Main Sub-Station 
at Bangalore City and reduced to 2,300 volts, for dis~ri

b)ltion for power and street lighting. For Bangalore 
lighting, Motor Generator sets are installed in the first 
and two additional Transformer stations, where the 
frequency is raised from 25 to 60 cycles. 

A step down Transformer station at Mysore is installed 
for· receiving energy and distributing the same for power 
and street lighting and similar Motor Generator sets are 
installed and operated for supplying the bungalow lighting. 

Penstock pipes in the Krishnarajasagara Pam to gene: 
rate electric power to serve as a reserve for the Mysore 
power supply and for other purposes have been fixed. 

The experimental installation for pumping water by 
means of electric power · established on the banks of 
the Arkavati near Kankanhalli having proved successful, 
the question of establishnient of such installations by 
privatE; enterprise along the valley has been taken up 
for consideration. 

The total quantity of power generated at Sivasamudram 
during thfi year .1924-25 was 166,244,452 Units. Of 
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the power generated, 122,537,800 units were supplied 
to the Mining Companies at the Kolar Gold Fields, 
30,291,808 units to Bangalore including Civil and Military 
Station, 8,091,720 units to Mysore City, the balance 
being Station and Local consumption. 

/ 

At the end ofthe year 1924-25, there were 271 power Lighti.ngand 

service installations in all, exclusive of those at the i:::~ations. 
Mining Companies in the Kolar Gold Fields. Of these, 
197 were in Bangalore including Civil a.nd Military 
Station, 65 in Mysore City, and 9 in the Kolar Gold 
Fields. The total .number of interior lighting installa-
tions was 8,2~6. Of these, 6,480 were in· Bangalore 
including Civil and Military Station, 1,627 in Mysore 
City and 179 in the -Kolar Gold Fields. The total 
number of street lights were as follows :-

In Bangalore, including Civil and Military 
Station 

In Mysore City . ••, 
In Kolar Gold Fields 

2,955 
2,049 

233 
There were 20 additional power installations of which 14 
were in Bangalore, 2 in Mysore City and 4 in Kolar Gold 
Fields during the year 1924-25. 

The aggregate outlay on the Cauvery Power Scheme Financir.l 

from the beginning to the close of 1924-25 was Rs. results. 

1,82,37 ,6,36. The gross earning from the scheme amounted 
to Rs. 5,52,55,362. Of this, a sum of Rs. 21,06, 717 repre-
sents the interest charged at 4 per cent on the depreciation1 
fund deposited with Government. D.educting from 
these gross earnings, a. sum of Rs. 3,73,82,251, of which 
Rs. 2,02,38,134 represented the working expenses, 
Rs. '77,98,356 Depreciation Fund set apart and 
Rs. 93,45,761 the interest at 4 per cent on Capital outLiy, 
the net profit realized from the Scheme for the 23 years 
was Rs.1,78,73,111 or an average of Rs. 7,77,092 per year . 

• 
M. Gr. VOL. III. 15• 
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In the appendices to this Section will be found statisti
cal information bearing on the works as a State venture 
worked out on a commercial basis. 

Statements. I to VI. 

STATEMENT I. 

STATEMENT OF CAPITAL CH<\RGES, GROSS AND NET REV· 
ENUES AND NET RESULTS FROM THE COMMENCEMEtlT 

OF THE DEPARTMENT TO .ll:ND OF 1923-24. 

REVEN'Oiil 

Capital 
Expendlture 

YEAR 
. including the 

charges 
Gross amount ere- Net 

Revenue dited to Revenue K. H. S. works 
md Deprecia-
tion cbarges 

1 2 8 4 5 
.. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

1900-01 ... 23,361,7'\ ... 83,420 -83 420 
1001-02 ... 21,50,2~ 

7,s5;608 
1,23,815 -1.23.815 

1900-03 ... 1,89,2~7 2.76,188 4,59,420 
H03-()4 ... 4,23,177 U,33,89d 1,09,061 10,24,832 
1904-0i ... 9,55,379 11,45,014 2,16,1\30 9,28,&~ 
1906-06 ... 1,08,188 19,09,454 2,41,413 16,68,0-U 
1906·07 ... 8,86,049 20,11,554 2,88,661 17,51,893 
1907..00 ... 13,56,8fi9 17,68,846 2,35,600 16,01.666 
1906-09 ... 1,47,455 17,46,295 18,03,732 4,12,56'1 
1909-10 ... 2,81,60-l 19,49,282 10.18,709 9,69,674 
191()-11 ... 32,32,860 15,99,179 6,29,505 • 9,69,674 
1911-12 ... 60,221 16,65,69-l 6,31,09~ 10,34,598 
1912-13 ... 30,817 17,0~,781 6,43,693 10,62,088 
1913-14 ... 9,87,234 17,03,88!\ 7,80,397 9,78,491 
1914-15 ... 10,70,701 17,44,349 7,06,889 10,88,4CO 
1916-16 ... 8,96,221 20,07,632 8,6:3,669 11,54,263 
1916-17 ... 8,60,708 19,69,907 7,27,8·29 12,32,081 
1917-18 ... 6,82,745 22,8a,521 8,76,599 14,06,9~2 
1918-19 ... 8,74,579 23,82,529 9,89,o19 111,43,510 
1919-20 ... 10,12,769 19,49,161 10,90,561 8,59,600 
19ro-21 ... 12,23,984 26,12,456 12,1i3,366 13,5~.090 
1921-'.22 ... 25,19,310 32,39,080 \2,75,026 19,64,054 
192'.1-23 ... 8,66,012 85,11,708 14,00,847 21,10,81\1 
19'23-24 ... 3,76,9'27 44,8a,lld 14,46,778 30,35,840 

' 
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STATEMENT I.-concld. 

Interest at 4 NET RESULTS INCLUDING INTEREST 
per c~nt on 

YEAB capital outlay 
less iuterest 

Of Of excess Rate ~er cent 
on DPprecia. excess exc uding 

tion Fund Revenue expenditure interest 

6 7 8 9 

R". Rs. Rs. RF. 
1900-01 ... 45,723 ... 80,143 -6•83 

1901-02 ... 1,36,451 ... 2,60,266 -763 

I902-Q3 ... 1,83,241 2,76,179 ... -6'03 

1903-04 ... 1,95,439 2,29,343 ... 16•97 

1904-05 ... . 2,23,060 7,05,324 ... J2•65 

1G05-Q6 ... 2,44,231 14,23,810 . .. 23'32 

1:){)6-07 ... 2,3:3,0111 14,96,377 ... 23•69 

1907-08 ... 2,86,864 12,14,802 ... 16·94 

1308-09 ... 3,16,940 1,25,623 ... 1'69 

1909-10 ... 2,34,288 6,46,2~5 ... 7·97 

1910-11 ... 2/•1,866 7,07,808 ... 8•57 

1911-12 ... 2,62,168 7,82,430 ... 8·41 

1912-13 ... 2.42,433 9,19,655 ... 9·62 

1913-14 ... . 2,49,975 7,23,516 ... 8 21 

1914-lfi .. 2,78,598 7,59,562 ... 7·34 

1~15-16 ... 2,97,117 8,57,146 ... 7'97 

19JG-l/ ... 3,01,167 9,30,614 ... 8·40 

1~17-18 ... 3,09,468 10,97,454 ... 9•41 

1918-19 ... 3,17,308 10,26,2~ ... 8•52 

1919-20 ... 3.'2,091 5,16,509 .. 8·95 

1920-21 ... S,W,Hl 9,68,S49 ... 6•7-:1 

1\1'21-22 ... 4,90,631 14,73,463 ... 8'76 

1~.:2-2:3 ... 6,35,917 l-1,74,914 ... 6 59 

l92J-24 ... 6,63,812 23,72,008 ... 12•90 
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STATEMENT II. 

STATEMENT SHOWING REVENC E AND EXPENDITt:RE FOR 
AND UP TO END OF THE YEAR 1923-24. 

FOB THE YEAR 1923·24 

A<;COUNT HEADS Gross 
Final Grant Revenue receigts 

demand an 
!expenditure 

1 ll s 4 

Gross Receipts- Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Sivasamudram-Kolar Section ... 28,36,000 1!8,31,637 27,96,340 

Bangalore Section ... ... 11,15,000 11,76,620 11,!'>7,057 

Mysore City s~ction ... .. . 5,16,000 5,05,385 4,88,716 

. ----
Total ... 44,67,000 45,15,642 44,82,113 

----
Wm·king Expenses-

9,66,000' 9,40,781 · Sivaeamudram•Kolar Section ... . .. 
Bangi.lore Section ... ... 8.35,20:> ... ,3,4-1,679 

My110re City Section ... ... 1,66,000 ... 1,6~,313 

-------- ----
Total ... 14,fi7,200 ... 14,52,758 

1------ 1---------
Capital Account-

Section r 3,36,836 Si vasamudram-Kolar li,<r2,500 Works Net Stores Credit and 
... l -13,002 

other Sns£eose. 
Bangalore ection W o1·ks Net 1,86,500 { 91,614 

Stores Credit and other Sus-
... --84,9'23 

; pense. 
Mysore City Section Works Net 80,000 

, 49,77::1 
Stores Credit .and other Sus. -

... 1 -52,460 

pens~>. 
-&O,OCO Net Stores Credit ... ... ... ... 

f---.---------
Total '" 7,19,0CO ... 3,76,917 

1----·-~---1----

G•·and Capital and Working 1!1,86,200 ... 18,24,710 
Expenses . .. 
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STATEMENT II-concld .. 

TO EIIID OF THE YEAR 
1923-24 

Arrears 

ACCOUNT BEADS 
revenue at 

Gross end of 
Revenu~ receipts the_ year 
demand and ... 

~xpenditure 

.. li 6' 7 

Groila Receipts- Ra. Rs. Ra. -Sivasaniudram-Kolar Seotion ... 3,69,66,759 8,86,61,321 8,00,438 

Bangalore Section ... ... 72,55,9().~ '12,26,353 l0,5i!'i 

Mysore City Seotion ... - .. .. . 27,84,876 27,53,204 31,663 

Total ..... 4,89,87,530 4,86,39,878 ,8,47;653 

Working expenses-
Sivasamudrsm-Kolar Section ... ... 1,38,08,147 ... 
Ba~galore Section ... ... .. . 34,96,208 ... 
Mysore City Section 14,66,079 ' ... . .. ... 

~--:-· 

Total ... ... 1,87,70,434 ... 
CaSJital Account-

ivaaamudram.Kolar Section 
Works Net Rt.ores Credit and 

... 1,36,70,936 ..... ,. 
other Suspense. 

B"'ogalore Section Works Net 
St.orea Credit and other Sus-

... 27,81,971 ... 
pense. 

My110.te City Section Works Net ... 1!l,43.686 ... 
Stores Credit and other Sus- I reuse. 

Ne St11re1 Credit ... ... ... . .. ... 
---· 

Total ... ... 1,75,46,793 ... 

Grend Cepital and WorkiniJ ... 8,63,17,227 . .. 
Expenses. ·· 
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STATEMENT III. 

GENERAL BALANCE SHEET FOR THE YEAR 1923-24. 

LIABti:.ITIEB, Rs. Rs • .,. 
1,, Capital outlay aa per Appendix XI 1,75,46,793 

2. Depreciation Fund ... 45,67,499 

8. Outstanding' Liabilities-

(1) On materials 1,1G,639 

(2) Demands payable 958 1,16,497 

4. Sundry Creditol'll-

(1) Deposits payable 45,821 

(2) Miscellaneous advances as per 
contra 871 46,l9>1 

s; Excess assets over liabilities ... • 8,47,653 

Total 2,26,24,634 

ASSETS •. Rs. 

1:' As per Appendix XI- · 

(1) On works 

(2) Stores on hand 

(3) Sales 

... ~,5\l,S0,270 

... 18,96,848 

(4) Misoellaneons Advance (Capital) .. 

2. · SUndry Debtors-

{!) Misoellaneous Advance (Re:venue). 

(2) Due for current supplied 

(8) Other suspense as per eon tra-

8. Balance with Government- · 

(1} Depreciation Fund 

(2} Other depo~ts 

Total 

4,845 

2,15,830 1,75,46,793 

871 

8,47,663 

1,16,497 4,64,521 

45,67,499 

45,821 46,13,320 

---
2,26,24,634 

---
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STATEMENT IV. 

DEPRECIATION FUND ACCOUNT. 

Total balance Depreciation Total PavmentR . 
Sections at commence· charges for including the wade on 

rneut of tbP year works during 
the year 1\123·24 balance the year 

1 2 a 4 5 

Rs. R;;. Rs. Rs. 
' 

Si.-a.samudram- 30,53,591 4,75,161 35,28,752 1,86,549 
Kolar. 

nangalore ... 7,90,780 1,03,696 8,94,476 24,196 

Mysore City 3,10,134 
. 

48,064 3,58,198 2,171 ... 
------ ----------------

Tutal .. 41,54,505 6,26,921 47,81,426 2,12,916 

I 
Interest at Total 

Total balance 7 per cent on Total interest depreciation 
at credit of the balance on depreci- cl.iarges set 

s~ctions the fund at "-t commence- ation fund apart since 
end of the ment of the Account to the com-

year and 4 per end of the mencement year 
c~nt at end of year to end of 

1919·20 the year 

6 7 I 8 
I 9 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Si va<amudre m- 83,4:2,203 ) ,0-3,750 
I 

Kohr. 
... 1)7,16,182 

Ban galore ... 8,70,280 39,642 . .. 10,27,385 

~!ysore City ... 3,57,027 14,591 ... 4,06,936 

----

--,~'·"' 1--;;~,~~;-
------

Tot~! ... 4~.69,510 71,60,503 
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STATEMENl' V. 

STATEMENT OF GROSS AND NET REVENUE OF THE 
DEPARTMl~NT FOR 1923-2! AFTEH TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
DEPRECIATION AND INTEREST ON CAPITAL AND DEPRE
CIATION FOND •. 

Gross Grosi Interest at 
Revenue Revenue 1 per cent Deduct 
Demand Receipts on t• e Working 

from Min· from Min- ho.Jance at Expenseo 
Sections ing Cos. ing Cos. credit ot Total including 

~nd Power ~nd Power Deprecia· deprecia.-
!tnd Light- "-nd Light· ion Fund tion 
ing Insto.l· 'ng Instal- Account at cho.rges set 

lations lo.tion~ 
end of apart, etc 
19'..12·1!3 

1 !I 3 4 5 6 

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Sivasamudrl\ll1-Kolar 28,31,637 97.96.340 1.05.750 29,02,090 9,40,781 
Bango. lore ... 11,78,620 11,98,057 39,64:a 12.37,699 3,44.679 
Mysore City ... 6,05,&;5 4,88,116 14,591 5,03,30'1 1,62,313 

Total Results of tbe 
whole Scheme. 

45,\5,6411 44,93,113 1,59,983 46,43,096 14,47,773 

~ ~ ... Interest 
o.t 7 per Co.pitsl Rate per 

Sections Net cent on Net outlay to cent on 
Revenue eo.pito.l Protl.t lend of the capitol 

. outlay j)·ea.r 1923-24 outlay 
uring the 

year 

7 8 9 10 11 

Sivo.samudram-K~lar 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 

~·· 
Rs. 

10,61,300 6.44.699 13.16 610 85,70.936 ... 
Ba.ngalore ... 8,93,(}20 1,19,400 7.73.620 7,31.971 ... 
Mysore City ... 3,40,194 59,196 2,81,798 2,43,886 ... 

Total Results .of the 31,95,323 8,23,295 123,71!,(}28 5,46,793 13't8 
whole s,heme 

(a)·Calcul .. ted e.t 4 per cent on ·the accumulo.ted o.monnt at end of 1919-00 
and at 7 per cent on the subsequent net additions to the Fund yeo.r after year. 

(bl This net return ie a.rrived e.t by taking only the Ca.pital outlay of 
Bs. 1,75,46,793 on the Cauvery Power. Works. The expenditure on the Krisbna.
ro..ia Se.gara. Reservoir is not considered in this connection. Under G. 0. No. 
P. W. 115-126-K. S. S. 723-94, dated 1st 8eptember 11124, the Ce.pital and Revenue 
accounts of the Electrice.l Works and the Krisbnaro.Jasagara 8cbeme have 
been directed to be combined for purposes of judging the tl.nancial results on 
account of their in-timate o.nd almost inseparable association with each other. 
The combined Capital outlay on the Cauvery Power and Krisbnarajasagara. 
up to end of 10011-24 is about Rs. 4~ lakbs. Deducting the working expeusee, 
the net revenue realized during the year under review on the investment 
amounted to Rs, 30,29,000, which gives a return of 7'39 per cent on the com· 
bined capital investment of Bs. 4~ Jakhs. 
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ST.ATE~IENT' VI. 

INTEREST 0~. CAPITAL OUTLAY. 

Capital outlay (nterest at Total 7 per cen$ Tnteres$ o~ for the 
Sections Copita.l Ba.lf of the year and 4 the capita. 

outlay a$ 
outlay at outlay Total 

per cent a.t end oUhe 
the end of during the end of 

1~22-23 year 19'.1.3-24 1919-00 year 

Rs. Rs. Bs. Bs. Rs." 

Siva.samudram-Kola.r 1.32.48,384 1,57,701 1,34,06,085 6,44,706 ... 
Ba.nga.lore ... 215,74,797 28,345 27,03,142 1,19,!18 ... 
Mnore City ... 12,46 574 1,344 12,45,1!30 59,196 ... 

Total ... 1,71.69,755 1.84,702 1,73,54,457 8,23,310 84.84,617 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ARTS, INDUSTRIES AND MANUFACTURES. 

l. INTRODUCTORY. 

THE State is favourably situated in regard to the pro- .Position of 

duction of most of the raw materials needed for the !!~~~::!~6 
development of its industries. Agricultural raw materials of art.s and 

f . d bl 1 . d d th t manufactures. o cons1 era e va ue are ra1se every year an e mos 
important of these are cotton, coffee, oil-seeds, mulberry, 
and sugar-cane. Cotton, wool and silk and other fibres con
stitute the raw materials required for the textile industries. 
The forest products ·are also valuable. Besides sandal
wood, the forest yields different· kinds of timber that 
may be used for a variety of purposes. The minor forest 
products consist of tanning barks, myrabolams, gums, 
soap-nuts, bamboos, etc. Amongst the minerals of ·the 
Indian Empire, gold from the Mysore Mines stands second 
in point of value. Iron ores are widely distributed 
throughout the State, while other mineral resources 
include manganese, chromium, mica, asbestos, corundum 
and different kinds of building stones and clay. The 
Cauvery Hydro-Electric 'Works supply power annually 
to the extent of about 48,000 H.P. There are other 
water falls in the State which also possess large power 
potentialities. There are no deposits of coal in Mysore 
and its distance from the important coal-fields in India. 
and its land-locked position add considerahly to the cos~ 
of transporting coal into the State. But the resources· 
of wood fuel are extensive and in recent years numerous 
plantations of casurina have been coming into existence 
in most of the maidan districts. 

Of the indigenous industries, the most important is 
the hand-loom weaving which is dealt with in a separate 
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section.. Next to it in importance is silk rearing and 
reeling. The most generally practised industrial arts are 
those connected with metallurgy, ·pottery, carpentry, 
tanning, manufacture of jaggery, extraction of oil and the 
manufacture of earth salt. The chief artistic industries 
are ·sandalwood carving, ivory inlaying and toy making. 
Mention may also be made of other small industries, as 
basket making, carpet making, coir making, rattan works, 
manufacture of scents, etc. The artistic industries, when 
praetised on a large scale, have shown a tendency to be
come centralised in a few important towns, where special 
facilities for their develbpment are available. 

II. INDIGENOUS ARTS AND INDUSTRIES. 

Next to agriculture, hand-loom weaving is the most 
important industry in the State and is also one of the 
oldest. With the extension of the cheap and rapid means 
of communication, hu,.nd-loom has found a very formid
able rival in the power loom. It is to be noted that after 
so many years of competition with power-looms-Indian 
and European-hand-loom weaving is still the most impor
tant industry, not only in respect of the value of the raw 
material· consumed but also of the number of persons 
engaged in this industry. The total production of textile 
fabrics by the hand-loom weaver is estimated to be worth 
on the average about a crore of rupees and nearly a third 
of the local demand for piece goods is met by the produc
tion of these looms. 

Accurat!'l information regarding the number of hand
looms in the State, the total value of output, etc., cannot 
easily be obtained. As the industry is scattered all over 
the country,· detailed and definite enquires can only be 
'made with great difficulty. It is, however, estimated that 
there are nearly 30,000 looms in the State for the 
manufacture of cotton cloth. Besides these, there is also 
a large number of hand-looms for the weaving of silk and 

• 
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woollen fabrics. Nearly four-fifths of the hand-looms 
us~d for cotton and silk weaving in the State have been 
fitted with the fly shuttle slays and such slays have also 
been adopted for weaving woollen kumblies in a few places~ 

The spinning of cotton into yarn or thread :vas at one 
time the occupation of large numbers of women. Before 
the cotton was ready for the spinning wheel, it was cleaned 
or separated from the seed by passing tp.rough a rude gin _ 
and then, as it was too lumpy for spinning, it ~as fluffed 
up with a bow. It was then corded into rolls handy for the 
spinner. The wheel was turned by means of a handle with 
the right hand whilst with the left which held the cotton; 
the thread was spun on to the reel. After the bobbin 
was full, the yarn was rewound on to a swift. This was 
done by plaeing the axle of the swift perpendicularly on 
the ground and keeping it in rapid motion by a touch Wit~\ 
the third and -fourth fingers of the left hand. The thread 
was then-: reeled off on ·to a bigger reel and finally into a 
large skein passing round five small stakes set up in tJl.e 
ground in the form of a square: The skein was next dressed 
for the loom. The requisite number of threads was fastened 
firmly to fixed points and being separated by small sticks 
was supported by cross sticks. The cleaner then took a 
brush of cocoa-nut fibre and dipping it in a preparation of 
flour and water, passed it steadily up and down the entire 
length of the skein, using at the same time one of the 
small dividing sticks to facilitate the operation. _The loom 
was usually placed over a kind of well or hole, large 
enough to contain the lower portion of the machinery; 
which was worked on the pedal principle with the toes, 
the weaver sitting with his legs in the hole for the pur
pose. The combs were supported by ropes attached to 
beams in the roof, working over pulleys and stretching 
down into the well to the toes of the weaver. In his 
right hand he held the shuttle which contained the thread 

• 
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and which, when passed rapidly through the spaces 
· cre:1ted by the combs, formed the pattern; The principal 
comb was held in the left hand. As the cloth was coarse, 
it was. wound on the beam by slightly easing the rope on 
the right hand and turning round the lever. 

Hand-loom weaving in cotton is carried on in all the 
maid an districts of the State, nearly 40 per cent of 'the 
industry being concentrated in the Bangalore District. 
'The fabric turned out of these looms constitute mainly 
saries·, kiriges, kanas, in cotton or mixture of cotton 
and silk, panches with or without silk border, duppaties, 
checks, vastras, tape and tent cloth. Preparation of 
saries is concentrated at Bangalore, Dod-Ballapur and 
Anekal in the Bangalore District, at Molakalmuru in the 
Chitaldrug District and some places in the Tumkur and 
Kolar Districts. Panches are made at most of the looms 
in Melkote and Kikkeri ip. the Mysore District and at 
Hole-Narsipur in the Hassan District. Duppatties are 
woven in Hole-N arsipur and in several parts of the 
Bangalore, Mysore and Tumkur Districts and checks in 
the Bangalore, Hassan and. Kolar Districts. Tent cloth 
of strong texture is made in the Central Jail, Bangalore. 
Yarn used generally varies with the nature of the cloth 
to be pr£:pared out of it. 20s and 30s are highly in 
demand for saries and ·40s for an admixture of silk. 

At present, the weaver is illiterate, ignorant and hope
lessly conservative. He does not devise new patterns 
and even if they are brought to his notice, he does not 
readily adopt them. Some important changes have, 
however, come over the condition of the ·hand-loom 

. weavers. They ·have now begun to buy supplies 
of either European or Indian mill spun yarn as . the 
spinning of yarn· as a. domestic industry is fast dis
appearing. 
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The introduction of the fly shuttle on an extended 
scale in recent years is chiefly due to the efforts made by 
Government to improve the hand-loom weaving. Attempts 
are also being made to devise better appliances for wind
ing, warping, sizing, beaming, etc. Along· with the 
introduction of :new methods in weaving and of new 
appliances for preliminary operations, every effort is being 
made to emancipate the weavers from. the control of the 
middlemen, as they have no organisation among. them
selves. The Section heai!e4 Miscellaneous gives a. brief 
account of the help rendered to the weavers by Government 
through the Department of Industries and Co~erce. 

In the Sta.te, there is only one variety of silkworm, (2) Silk, 

and that is mulberry silk of the multivoltine breed. The ;::ia~: 
silk produced in the State is noted for its good qualities 
and is partly consumed in it and partly exported outside. 
The waste-silk is chiefly ~xported to European countries, 
preferably France and Italy. The total yield of cocoons 
every year roughly amounts to 10,000,000 1bs. capable of 
being reeled into 7,00,000 lbs. of raw silk. The annual 
value of silk produced exceeds a crore of rupees and the 
total number of persons engaged in the several branches of 
the industry is 1,50,000. The quantity of raw silk exported 
by rail during the year 1921-22 was 7,790 Bengal Maunds 
valued at Rs. 77 ,04,000. The export trade in silk waste 
came up to 6,700 Maunds valued at Rs. 5,92,000. 

The silk industry is wholly a. cottage industry. The 
worms are reared in the producers' houses and are fed 
with bush mulberry leaves plucked from the fields. 
Mulberry, on which the worm feeds, is grown as a field 
crop in the State and nearly 40,000 acres are under 
mulberry cultivation every year. The cocoons are spun 
on trays and are killed by being dried in the sun. The 
reeling is done by means of simple appliances over a fire, 
two threads of uneven thickness being drawn at a time. 

M. Gr. VOL. III. • 16 
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The methods of reeling _in vogue at present, are cap:1ble 
of considerable improvement. The market for :Mysore 
silk is very much limited at present chiefly owing to 
defective reeling. There is no doubt that any imprm·e
ment in reeling will fetch higher prices for the silk in 
outside markets. The looms generally used in weaving 
silk are the primitive pit looms and it is only recently 
that fly shuttles have been introduced in several places. 
The chief operations prior to weaving are twisting, 
degumming, dyeing and warping. Silk fabrics of stout 
texture and excellent designs are made chiefly by Pattegars 
and Khatris in Bangalore, 1\Iolkalmuru; Dod-Ballapur, 
Anekal and a few other places. Silk fabrics produced in 
the State consist of Saries, Kanams and articles of con-

. ventional dress as Vastrams, etc. Silk Saries and Kanams 
with gold and silver or gilt lace borders are largely 
manufactured in Bangalore. Owing to the improvement 
in the hand-loom industry and the introduction of new 

' d~signs, the export trade of the State in silk fabrics has 
been steadily expanding. 

Wool is the next important textile raw material. The 
chief ·areas of production of wool are the taluks of 
Pavagada, Sira and Chiknaykanhalli in the Tumkur 
District, Hole-Narsipur and Arsikere Taluks in the 
Hassan District and .almost all taluks in the Chitaldrug 
District. . 

The fleece is shorn twice a year, once in the cold season 
known as mage coonne and the other before the rainy 
reason known as kare coonne. Before the sheep are shorn, 
they are well w.ashed. The wool, when it has been 
shorn, is teased with the fingers and then beaten with a 

. bow,- like cotton, and formed into bundles for spinning. 
This operation is performed both by men and women, 

. partly on the small cotton wheel and partly with the 
·distaff. Some. tamarind 'seeds are bruised, and after 
, 
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having been infused for a night in cold water, are .boiled. 
The thread when about to be put into the loom is 
sprinkled with the cold decoction. One main defect in 
the local wool supply is that it;. is composed of a. mixture 
of the inferior varieties. 

The shearings from nearly three million sheep in the 
State constitute the local source of supply. In addition 
to this, wool is also imported into the State. Duririg 
the year 1921-22, 18,943 maunds of wool· were imported 
valued at a· 50 lakhs of rupees. The import is mostly of 
wet wool from the tanneries from the Madras Presidency. 
As this is of low grade and inferior in quality, it is used 
mainly {or preparing the cheaper kinds of kumblies for 
the use of coolies in the coffee and other plantations iii 
the Malnad. 

Of woollen fabrics, kU7nbli is an indispensable article Woollen 

of covering for almost all classes. Its manufacture is Fabrics. 

the staple industry of the Chi tal drug and Kolar Districts· 
and of Mandya. and Hunsur taluks in the Mysore 
District. The finest kinds are made only in the Chita.ldrug · 
District, and as these are of superior value are rarely 
made except to order. The fleece from the first shearing 
when the sheep are about six months old, must be used 
in making these kumblies. The high price of the finer 
kinds is primarily owing to the great trouble taken in 
selecting wool sufficiently fine, the quantity of which in 
any one fleece is usually small. There are about 6,500 
looms in all for weaving kumblies for use in and outside , 
the State. 

The loom is of the same simple type a.s that used 'in 
cotton weaving. Dkiit•alies or thinner kumbliei of finer 
wool, with or without fine silk borders, are woven at 
:\Iandya. and these are largely exported to places outside 
the State. Ujju kumblies or thicker kumblies are made 
at Hunsur and Chilmayka.nhalli, and these are used as 
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warm blankets. The kumblies vary in size from 6 cubits 
long and 3 cubits wide to 8 or 10 cubits long and 3 cubits 
wide. · · 

The bulk of the demand for kumbti comes partly from 
the malnad areas in the State and partly from the Nilgiris 
and Ceylon. It is a recognised custom that the coolies 
emp.loyed in. the plantations should be presented with 
kumbz.ies every year before the commencement of the 
monsoon season. 

Bangalore carpets are well known for their durable 
quality and for the peculiarity of having the same pattern 
on both sides. The number of men generally engaged in 
this industry varies with the demand for carpets and the 
number of looms now in use for making carpets may come 
up t~ a. hundred. .From a. commercial standpoint, the 
industry is not a big one·. The total value of carpets 
manufactured every year by cottage owners does not 
exceed Rs. 2,00,000. Owing to the f:;tct, however, that 
the woollen mills have each a department for the manu
facture of carpets, the output is at present likely to be 
increased on a large scale. For making low grade carpets, 
aniline colour!! are used and the vegetable dyes are used 
for the better quality. There is not much demand in the 
local market for plush or pile carpets, though the plain 

· carpets find a ready sale locally. In foreign countries, as 
England, the United States of America, Australia, etc., 
there is a steady. demand for high grade Bangalore 
carpets. 

The Central J aii at Bangalore has had a reputation for 
many years for production of carpets of good weave and 
attractive soft colouring. They are made in many 
excellent old patterns. About 70 convicts are now em
ployed·at carpet making. There are 16looms of different 
sizes varying in width from 21 to 29! feet. The wool . 
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used in the jail is of local origin and is supplied by a 
contractor. Vegetable dyes are mostly used. The sizes 
in great demand are 6 feet by 3 feet and 7 feet by 4 feet. 
Some of the good designs usually demanded are ' Sirdar,' 
' Peacock,' ' Hashamkhani,' etc. 

The following commendation of Bangalore carpets by Testiinony of 

Sir George Birdwood may be usefully quoted from his ~~t:~:J~ 
sumptuous work prepared. for the Austro~Hungarian 

Government :-

"The wonderful carpets of Bangalore probably approach 
in their bold scale of design and archaic force of colouring 
nearest to their Euphratean prototypes ........................ The 
ltalianesque style introduced in the treatment of modern 
Persian carpets, and, with local modification, of the Masulipa
tam and other denominations of Indian carpets, is a departure 
from the traditionary Euphratean mode, is yet undeniably 
pleasing, and on account of its broken patterning and generally 
~.Effused colouring, better adapted to carpets intended for 
European rooms, where they are overcrowded and oversha
dowed by the furniture, than the several co-ordinated designs 
and immense masses of clearly-defined, deep-toned colours of 
the carpets of U shak, E:oula and Bangalore. 

"Notwithstanding, however, the sweet charm of the 
Abbasi Persian carpets of modern trade, the palm for pre-emi
nent artistic merit above that of all other denominations of 
Oriental carpets now manufactured for merely commercial gain 
must be awarded to those of Masulipatam and Bangalore, to 
the former for their perfect adaptability to European domestic 
uses, and to the latter on account of the marvellously balanced 
arrangement of their colossal proportions a.nd the Titanic 
power of their colouring, which in these carpets ·satisfy the 
feeling for breadth, and space and impressiveness in State 
furniture, as if they were indeed made for the palaces of kings 
ana tbe temples of the gods; and tbese Southern-Indian car
pets, the Masulipatam, derived from the Abbasi-Persian, and 
the Bangalore, without a trace of the Saracenic, or any other 
modern influence, are both relatively to their special applica
tions the noblest designed of any denominatiov-s of carpets 
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now made, while the Bangalore carpets are unapproachable 
by the commercial carpets of any time and place." 

The various metallnrgical arts form an important group 
of indigenous arts ne_xt to the textile industry. Every 
large village and every town has its own goldsmiths and 
uonsmit~s .. There are no means of ascertaining accu
rately the number. of persons engaged in these industries 
nor the total value of the several articles manufactured 
by them every year. Gold and silver have alway~ been 
employed to a. very large extent in making jewellery and 
this has been the favourite method with the masses, of 
investing their savings. There are certain areas in the 
State where a very small' quantity ·of gold must once have 
been obtained from washings of the alluvial soil. At 
present, there. is_ a regular trade in gold and silver bullion. 
In ornaments proper as manufactured articles, there is 
hardly any carrying trade worthy of being noticed and 
the import of such articles by private persons for their 
own use does not constitute an important item of trade 

. in them from a commercial point of view. 
The common agency for the distribution of the precious 

metals inside the State is that of "shroffs," an indispen
sable complement to the goldsmith's trade and in many 
cases, the shro:ffs act as capitalist middlemen between the 
intending customers and th~ goldsmiths. 

The village goldsmith ofteri works alone and sometimes 
takes his near relations to work as apprentices. He con
fines himself generally to the manufacture of simple 

' ornaments and a single artizan will often turn his hand 
to what would in large centres of trade be looked upon 

. as separate occupations as embossing, chasing, etc. 
Further, t~e goldsmith and the silversmith are almost 

universally the same in rural parts and there has been no 
. clear distin~tion between the two branches of trade except 
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in large towns. The village goldsmith is not always 
appreciated by his customers and the popular ideas about 
him are never flattering. His procrastination is prover
bial. He is as often as not in debt and the silver or gold 
placed in his hands with today's order is invaria.bly 
utilized in making ornaments ordered months ago. 

Goldsmiths as a. class are not always in a prosperous 
condition and most of the members of the class in the 
interior parts of the State are poor and it is this poverty 
that may compel them to have recourse to doubtful pra.e
tices often complained of by their customers. Such of 
the goldsmiths as are prosperous have acquired ·their 
wealth by money lending or agriculture or some other 
occupation. 

Goldsmiths are generally paid for their work at a fixed 
rate per tola on the weight of the finished article, the 
material on which they have to work being usually sup
plied by the customer. The remuneration of a goldsmith ./ 
is, therefore, practically the payment for his labour only 
and it is regulated according to the nature of the labour 
required. The actual profits of the trade-if any-..:con
stitute a. matter on which it is very difficult to get definite 
information. The wear and tear of tools, consumption 
of charcoal and the like, form the outlay to be incurred 
by the goldsmith. 'Vhen he is employed by the customer 
to procure him gold and silver on which to work, as well 
as to do the work itself, he will have greater opportuni-
ties for making profits. · " 

The chief instruments used by the ordinary goldsmitJt 
are hammer, blow-pipe, forceps, mould, different kinds of 
pincers, stamp dies, crucible, anvil, chisels, files, scissors 
and compasses, bellows, and brushes. .Besides the above, 
there is a. variety of instruments which are practically 
moulds or instruments of the form to which the metal is 
to be shaped. Most of these are made in iron or steel or 
bell-metal. The stock of materials commo~.ly required 
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for his trade are salt, saltpetre, red earth, alum, calomel, 
sulphuric and nitric acids and borax. He needs for his 
fire, charcoal, cow-dung and wood. 

The commonest method of assaying gold is by rubbing 
it on the .touchstone and the quality of the gold is 
recognised by the ·shade of' the mark on· the touohstone 
or by comparing it with marks made by :pieces of .gold of 
known purity. The purer the gold, the· redder will be 
the tinge of the streak made but an experienced eye is 
required to estimate the amount of alloy used. . Gold, if 
alloyed, will give a paler and yellower colour than pure 
gold. A copperish tinge in· the: mark indicates the pre
sep.ce of copper in the gold and ·a white streak that of 
silver. · Silver is roughly tested by its ring in the manner 
wellknown: for testing coins ·or it may be rubbed on the 
touchstone in the same way as gold. 

The Indian method of purifying gold is, to take equal 
quantities of brickdust and common salt, a good handful, 
which is put between two pieces of potter's ware and into 
it the gold. These are placed in the midst of a heap of 
dried cow-dung (bra.this), and lighted at top in a place 
where the wind cannot produce a strong fire. The pieces 
of gold when taken out appear incrusted with a black 
crust, which must be removed and the process as often 
repeated as· the same is reproduced. 

It is rather difficult to arrive. at any estimate approach
ing preci!•·: :m as to the proportion of the value and amount 
of gold OJ.'Ilaments to those of silver already in use. Gold 
is confined mainly to the richer classes and numerous 
ornaments' are largely worn by their womenfolk on festive 
or other special occasions. The ornaments of the lower 
classes are made by silver and a good portion of· it is in 
daily and constant use. · The following are some of the 
ordinary gold and silver ornaments worn by the 
people:~ • 
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Ragate, Kyadige, Jedebille, Chauri, Cuppe, Bavali, Vole, 
Padaka, Addike, Kankani, Vanki, Bajuband, Dabu, Ruli, 
Kalu-gejje, Pilli, Udidhara, Karadige, Tayiti, Sunnada. Kayi, 
etc., etc. 

Vessels made in silver. or gold such .as .cups, plates, dishes, 
tumblers, attar. dannis, etc., are largerly used . by the richer 
classes and are ·given as presents on festive occasions. The 
images in the big Hindu tem.ples are often made of gold and 
silver. Besides these, the temples receive as offerings from 
the worshippers, silver-p1ated lamps, lotas and other service 
vessels, ear-rings, necklaces, belts, bangles, bracelets, gold 
umbrellas, silver sticks, cases for holding torches, etc. 

Observances relating to the use of ornaments vary from 
place to place. The use of one kind of ornament rather than 
another is at times · enough to distinguish different sects or 
grades of society. But what constitutes a distinction in one 
area may be no distinction in another.· Invariably; every 
wciman, Hindu or Moslem, if not a widow, will' ha.v.e some 
ornaments on her body~ · During marriage ·occasions, the 
brides are often bedecked with a. vast amount of jewellery. 

The ornaments now in use are lighter and more fanciful 
in .workmanship than those of a generation ago.·. They are 
also lighter in make-up. Mangalore patterns and designs 
have been widely in vogue in the Cities of Bangalore and 
Mysore. There has been no great change, however, in the 
prices of the ordinary ornaments used by the middle class 
people. Ornaments set with pi·ecious stones are chiefly used 
by the higher classes. False jewellery is largely sought after 
by the poorer folk. 

From an economic point of view, the excessive use of 
ornaments has done great ha::-m to Indian society gen1-
rally. A large amount of wealth is locked up in jewellery 
and is thus not available for its employment in profitable 
channels. There is no doubt that the economic develop~ 
ment of the society can be materially accelerated if a. 
diminution in the stock of ornaments in use is effected. 
The spread of education among the masses, development 
of tnde and manufactures,· opening up. of better 
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opportunities for investment, etc., may reduce to some 
extent at least, the desire for and the use of ornaments. 

Irol1 ores are widely distributed in the State and the 
supplies are ample to meet all demands that may be made 
upon them. As the ores are variable in character, it is 
only in a few places they can be had in sufficient abundance 
and purity so as to facilitate their being worked on a 
commercial scale. In past times, iron smelting was 
carried on in most parts of the State. The production of 
iron by the indigenous method is now almost extinct. 
This is due to the fact that the local iron cannot success~ 
fully compete with the imported iron and steel received 
in the form of bars, rods, sheets, plates, etc. 

1 Every village has its own blacksmith who generally 
works in or near his dwelling place. The more common 
articles of iron made by him are agricultural implements 
as ploughshares, scythes, axes, and tyres for carts. The 
chief domestic utensils are frying pans, laddies and 
vessels of different sizes to draw water. The manufacture 
of most of these things is now being abandoned as the 

·imported articles turned out on a large scale with the aid 
of machinery sell at ~heap rates. 

There are four foundries in Bangalore, where some 
casting work is done and articles like ornamental railways, 
stands for garden seats,. etc., are prepared. The old 
foundry at Chick-Ballapur is now only a workshop for 
repairs. 

Musical \\·ire • Musical-wire drawing is an industry peculiar to Channa
drawing. patna; It dates from: the days of Haidar Ali, who, it would 

· appear, created a demand for it by sending the wire to 
Delhi. · The special character of the wire was due to the 
peculiar te~pering and the high class local steel used, 
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viz., the old Indian "'\Vootz." The industry declined 
owing to decrease in demand for the wire and the diffi
culty of getting a proper kind of good steel ; the local 
industry of making steel from the :M:ysore made superior 
wrought iron has practically died out. The workers 
have decreased in nnniber and the skill is also being practi
cally lost. A substitute for the steel is now used_as attempts 
are being made to revive the industry in a small scale . 
. The present process may be thus briefly described::,....-The · 
workmen buy some good imported steel, beat it into thin 
rods and draw them out thinner and thinner, through 
various sized holes in a wire drawing plate, just as they 
draw silver in Bangalore. · After the required thinness is 
obtained, the wire is te~pered by being heated in a butt 
of molten tin and cooled slowly in a dry chamber. It is 
kept free from rusting by being immersed in quicklime 
powder. It is stated that the German piano makers prize 
it highly and that there is demand for it all over India. 

Brass and copper vessels play a very large part in the Brass and 

ordinary daily life of both Hindus and Muhammadans. copper. 

Gifts of utensils made in these metals are usually made 
on the occasion of weddings, festivals and ceremonies. 
In the Hindu temples, Yessels of brass and copper are 
largely employed and their shape and design differ accord-
ing to the sect to which the temple belongs. It is only 
in some rich temples that vessels made of gold and silver 
are employed and that too only to a limited extent. 'Vith 
the exception of a few copper vessels used either fo~ 
sanctity or for ceremonial purposes, vessels made of pure 
copper are not generally used by Hindus, whereas, 
Muhammadans use copper vessels more freely than those 
made of brass or bell-metal. 

Manufacture of brass and copper vessels used to be Maoufactnre · 
· d f 1 b · ' of bran and carr1e on ormer y y a part1eular caste kn?wn as the copper 

vessels. 
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Bhogars, but at present persons belonging to other castes 
as well have taken .to this business. Though the industry 
is localized to a great extent, every large town has usually 
a shop or two for the sale of these vessels, .and generally 
pedlars go froin village to village or visit important fairs 
to sell their wares to the people. 

The casting process falls into two sub-divisions, mould
ing and casting proper. A core of mud is first made of the 
shape of the inner surface of the intended hollow casting of 
metal and turned true. A lining of bees-wax of the thick
ness of the casting required is then laid over this turned 
surface and also turned true under a bow lathe. Lastly, 
an outer layer of mud is superimposed on to this wax 
lining. Two openings are left, one at the bottom for the 
melted wax to be run out and the other near the top for 
the molten metal to be poured in. A coating of rough 
mud is now put on the mould and the whole carefully dried. 
The mould is then heated and the bottom opening is left 
open to allow the molten bees-wax to run out .. The molten 
brass is next run in through the opening . on the top and 
after it is cooled, the earth inside and outside is removed. 
The cast article is then filed by hand and turned under 
a strong lathe worked by two men. 

Casting and sheet metal work are carried on to some 
extent at four places in the State, namely, Magadi, 
Nagamangala, Sravana Belgola and Sitakal. The casting 
work at N agamangala is more extensive and '·aried than 
at Magadi. The ~sting is mostly in brass and to some 
extent in bell metal. The articles prepared from castings 
of brass are images of the various Hindu Gods, Valwnams 
or riding animals of different Gods, lamp-stands, candle
stands, tumblers, sounding bells, cups and boxes. 

In the beating process, the imported sheet metal is 
chiefly useq. ·If old vessels are utilized, they are cast into 
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plates locally and from these plates new vessels are beaten. 
The beating process is in vogue both at Sravana Belgola. 
and at Nagamangala.. At Sravana Belgola, brass vessels 
beaten from sheet metal constitute the greater bulk of 
production, while those from copper sheets come next. 
The articles prepared out of sheet metal at N agama.nga.la. 
are prabiihvalis, platings over doorways in temples, silrya-
haras, t•imiinas and mantapa$. · 

The following table shows the total quantities and Trade in 
bl'llollll and 

values of brass and copper, unwrought and manufactured, copper. 

imported into the State during the last two years. To. 
facilitate comparison, similar figures for the year 1913-14 
are given. It has been possible to obtain accurate statis-
tics of the internal movements of brass and copper ware 
from district to district within the State:-

I 1913-U I· 1919-20 1900-il 

Mds. Re. Mds. Ra. Mds. Ra. 
Brau "Cnwro~ht uoo 1,7UOO '.!,127 1,65,099 6.589 4,45,363 

do Manufactured 8,900 6,33,200 6,ti67 7,51.~6$ 10,7411 9,52,778 
C'Xpt>r Cuwrougbt 3,100 1,59,900 640 50.119 2,658 1,79,9;38 

o M&a~ufe.ctured 5,200 8,7-1,009 S,3ii0 3,66,639 11,78t :1,36,684 

It v•ill be seen from the above table that the imports 
of brass and copper articles are greatly in excess of the 
total weight. of brass and copper imported in an un
\\T::>Ught condition. Formerly, the alloys used to be mostly 
mixed here in the count;y and vessels used to be made 
mostly out of old utensils melted down or of plates cast 
locally. The demand for vessels has. outgrown the supplyl 
of old vessels, and local casting and moulding has suffered 
owing to the large imports of ready made articles and 
also the manufacture here of vessels, etc., by beating out 
imported brass sheets. "•ith regard to copper, imported 
sheets ha>e been mostly in demand from the beginning, 
as copper cannot be melted easily. 
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Pottery. · ·The pot~er as a member of the village community is 
found in almost ~very large village. Owing to the brittle 
character of the ware and the difficulties of transport in 
the way of exploiting distant markets, the industry has 
not betm localized. The numbers of potters in the State 
as returned at the Census of 1921 is 23,45 7 as against 
26,229 in 1911 and 24,182 in 1901. The principal tools 
employed by them are the wheel, a convex stone and a 
series of flat bat-like mallets for tapping vessels. The 
clay is usually obtained from the beds of tanks, rivers and 
niilas. 'fhe articles most commonly manufactuted are 
vessels of different shapes and sizes, having narrow or 
wide mouths, cooking plates and dishes, stoves, flower 
pots, tobacco-pipes, rough images of Gouri and Ganesha. 
Bricks are made in the usual wooden moulds. Country 

. roofing tiles are also made on the wheel in the form of 
cylinders and are afterwards divided into two parts 
by a. wire or a knife. Reference also may be made to the 
manufacture of large jars for storing grains, six feet or 
more in height. 

Sculpture. For sculpture, potstone or soapstone is the common 
material used. From this stone superior cooking vessels 
are also made, besides images of the Gods, and various 
ornamental articles. The Jain statue of Gummatesvara. 
at Sravana Belgola, 57 feet high, standing on the summit 
of a rocky hill, which rises to 400 feet, is one of the most 
remarkable works of Indian art. In the opinion of 
F~rgusson, the decorative sculpture of the Halebid and 
Belur temples offer " the most marvellous exhibitions of 
human' labour to be found even in the patient East;" 
such labour as, he. believes, "never was. bestowed on any 
'surface of equal extent in any· building in the world." 
The erection of the New Palace at :Mysore has afforded an 
opportunity of reviving the artistic skill of local and other 
sculptures. (See Volume II, Chapter I-Architecture). 
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Of the art of engraving, the best. examples. are to be Engraving. 

found in the numerous inscriptions on copper or stone 
scattered over the country. Some of the oldest on stone 
(as those of the Bana. kings at Srinivaspur) are deeply and 
heavily cut, on ponderous and massive slabs, as if by the 
hands of a. giant race .. But the Ka.damba inscription .of 
tbe fifth century on a. stone pillar at Talgunda.is a beauti-
ful example of a regular and ornamental engraving in the 
so-called box-headed character. Some of the old rock 
inscriptions at Sravana. Belgola are also fine specimens. 
The Ganga. grants on copper of the fifth to the eighth 
centuries are most artistically incised both as to form 
and execution. Many of these are the work of a Visva.-. 

· karma, and as the Kadamba inscription of about the third 
century on a stone pillar-at Malvalli, in the Cave charac
ters, was also engraved by a Visvakarma, it is evident that 
there was a. family of this name attached to the court as 
engravers, first under the Kadambas and then under the 
Gangas. 'Vith the Cha.Iukyas the style improves; and 
later on, the Cholas covered some of the eastern temples 
with inscriptions in old Tamil deeply and well cut. But . 
it is under the Hoysalas, perhaps, that we find the most 
perfect specimens. Their inscriptions, on beautifully 
polished slabs of hornblende, are masterpieces of the art. 
The letters are of ornamental design, varied to suit their 
positions, and the whole so weli fitted and harmonized 
together that no space is left where a single additional 
letter could be introduced. Sometimes, the initial letters 
are formed into designs imitating birds or pther animals. 

I 
Sandalwood carving· is an old indigenous art peculiar Carviug io 

to Mysore. It is done by a class of workmen called ~.~nd: 
Gudigars, about 400 in number, who live in Sagar and Sanrai!ood 
Sorab taluks of the Shimoga District. The designs with carving. 

which they entirely cover the boxes, desks and other 
articles made, are of an extremely involved and elaborate 
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pattern, consisting for the most part of intricate 
!nterlacing foliage and scroll work, completely enveloping 
medallions containing the representation of some Hindu 
deity or subject of mythology, and here and there relieved 
by the introduction. of animal forms. The details, though 
to some extent incongruous, are grouped and blended 
with a skill that seems to be instinctive in the East, and 
form an exceedingly rich and appropriate ornamentation, 
decidedly oriental in style, which leaves not the smaller 
portion of the surface of the wood untouched. The 
material is hard, and the minuteness of the work demands 
the utmost care and patience. Hence the carving of a 
desk or cabinet involves a labour of many months, and the 
artists are said to lose their eyesight at a comparatively 
early age. European designs are also imitated to perfec
tion.· 
. The articles that are usua.lly prepared are:-images of 
the various Hindu deities, animals, combs, fans, caskets, 
boxes~ desks, photo _frames, walking sticks, etc. A ·good 
deal of elaborate carving is introduced int~ almost every 
one of these articles and the details of the ornamentation 
are sometimes so elal;>orate and costly that they fail to 
attract the attention of modest purchasers. The Gudigars 
cannot always keep a large stock of articles for sale. 
They show their skill only when especially large orders 
are placed with them and the requisite money is paid in 
advance. The bulk of the articles manufactured by them 
is now sold through the Government Depot organized to 
provide a market for all artistic products in the Stat.e. 

Many old Hindu houses possess beautiful specim~ns of 
ornamental wood-carving in the frames of doors, and in 
pillars and beams. -

The art of inlaying ebony and rosewood with ivory, 
which seems to have been cultivated by Muhammadans 
and of which the doors of the mausoleum at Seringapatam 
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are good examples, has been recently revived at 'Mysore. 
As a result of this, ~everal many useful and ornamental 
articles are being turned out. Similar work is also met 
with in choice musical instruments, especially the lnna. 
The Muhammadan workers are advanced either money 
or ivory and the articles prepared delivered· td'·!J central 
depot which advances a part of the price to ·enable the 
workruan to produce the articles, the full price being paid 
when the article is sold. · 

The manufacture of Tamburi, Vina and Sitar; at costs Musical 
· f R 15 60 h a· · t th t · instruments. varymg rom s. to eac , accor rng o e na ure, -

quantity and quality of the material used,· is being carried 
on to some extent at Magadi in the Bangalore District. 
The Sitars are in great demand in Hyderabad, while the 
other two are disposed of locally. Halasu or jack wood 
is mostly used and the .nature of the work is such as to 
demand manual skill and the use of machinery does not 
offer any special advantages; 

This art is, principallj·, if not entirely, applied to the Glassmakiug. 

manufacture of bangles or glass rings, w'orn on the wrists 
like bracelets by all classes of women. Till very recently, 
glass for bangles 'VI~as being prepared in several places of 
the State, t•iz., Molakalmuru, :Muttod and Anivala i:q the 
Chitaldrug District, Julupalya and other villages in. the 

•nagepalli taluk, .Th!mmasandra, Gazalahosahalli in the 
Sidhghatta taluk, K'lttapalli, Koratagere and Pavagada; 
in Tumkur. The decline of this once flourishing· industry 
is chiefly due to the scarcity of cheap fuel and alkali earth 
and the importation at low prices of bangles of much 
higher quality from Austria and Japan. Bangle glass of 
three different colours, deep cobalt, blue, deep emerald,' 
green and deep black was being manufactured at Mota:. 
kalmuru in the Chitaldrug District. The industry is 
now practically extinct. 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 17 
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' 
The furnace at Molakalmru'U is situated in the .open 

country, about a mile to the east of the town and about a 
furlong to the south of the road to Rayadurg. The furnace 
used in making glass is approximately in the form of a 
cylinder surmounted by. a truncated cone of a short height, 
the smaller section of the cone constituting the top. The 
height of the cylindrical part is 12' 6'' and its diameter 
15' 0" whereas the height of the conical part is 4' 6", the 

-diameter measuring 2 feet, 2 inches. A small circular 
·opening about 9 inches in diameter lies in the centre of 
the furnace. At the height of about 4 feet froni the base 
of the furnace, there is a circular platform projecting 
from the inner walls and towards the centre of the furnace 
leaving an opening at the centre. There is a small open-

. ing to one . side in the lower part of the walls of the 
furnace between. its base and the platform and through 

· .tbJ.~ opening the furnace is lighted. Inside the wall of 
this top and from the mouth of the furnace is lined with 
potstone, the thickness of the lining being about 18 
inches and the outside is built of roughly burnt bricks . 

. The pots fully charged are piled up on the circular 
platform so as to form eight rows, one above the other, t~e 
pots in each row breaking joint with those in rows above 
and below. The mouth of each pot is exposed to the 
.centre of the furnace while its base is turned towards the 
wall, the entire pot having a downward tilt towards the 
·base. Twenty-two pots make up a row, those forming 
th~·topmos~ ro~ ·being of smaller size than the rest. 
One hundred and seventy-six pots thus piled up fill the 
furnace to a height of about. eight feet above the circular 
platform. 
,..Fuel used is the ordinary jungle wood. The furnace is 
kept ·"'UDder a steady fire. Firewood is introduced in 
regular quantities and none put in till that in the furnace 
is completely burnt up into ashes. Irregular or imperfect 
burning o~ firewood is stated to retard the melting of the 
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charge or to spoil the colour nf the glass produced. 
The fire in the furnace is gradually raised and kept for 
eight days continuously, night and day, and is · warked by 
shifts. When coloured glass is to be produced, the fur,;. 
nace is worked for 12 . days. Three weeks ·are allowed 
for cooling, after which period the pots are taken out 
through the mouth of the furnace, which is now widened 
out. 

The materials used in the preparation of glass are· 
earth-soda, quartz and colouring matter, as oxide of copper, 
and oxide of cobalt. 

The different kinds of glass made are the following:- . 
(1) By using a mixture of impure varieties of soda. and 

quartz in the proportion c5f 2 to 1, a. pale greenish yellow 
glass is obtained which is called bija, meaning seed. 

(2) Deep cobalt glass is prepared by fusing a. mixture in 
the proportion of 18 seers of the yellowish glass, 24: of the 
purer variety of earth soda and 12 of quartz with 12 tolas of 
cobalt oxide. . 

(3) Green glass results from fusing a. mixture of 18 seers 
of yellow glass, 24 of the purer variety of earth soda, and 12 
of quartz; with 6 tolas of the colouring matter, black oxide of 
copper. 

Four charges of 176 pots each are taken out every 
year. The average weight of the glass in one pot is 
about one and one-sixth maunds of 24 lbs. per ma.nnd. 
The total quantity of glass produced per year from 
this furnace is 821 maunds or · slightly less than 
9 tons. · t 

./ The village carpenters working in the rural parts are (c) Carpentry 

chiefly engaged in providing the raiyot with agricultural and t1ll'Ding. 

implements and also building materials. To a limited 
extent they undertake the construction of bullock carts. 
A few factories for working in wood have recently come 
into existence in different parts of the State. 

Y. Gr. VOL. III. · 
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Power driven saw-mills have been established in· the 
Kol~r Gold Fields and in Bangalore City and to a smaller 
extent in the two industrial schools worked by Missionary 
bodies in the towns of Tumkur and Kolar and in the 
Chaniarajendra.· Technical Institute at :Mysore. The 
Kolar· Electrical Saw Works were started with a view to 
meet •. the needs ·of . the Gold Mines. The two Mission 

·Industrial Schools work their sawing plant by oil engines, 
using all.the types of saws, viz., the circular, the frame 
and the hand saws. These power-worked saw-mills have 
been established with a view to afford useful and practical 
training to the •students. Agricultural implements are, 
however, being prepared in the Kolar Industrial School in 
addition to meeting occasional demands for furniture. 

· Carpenters' workshops and country cart factories are 
in existence at Bangalore; Tarikere, Hunsur, Tiptur and 
other trade centres. They supply the local demands for 
country carts and other articles required. by the raiyat. 
Each factory produces, on, an average, about 30 to 50 
carts per yeaT. The demand for carts appears great, 
considering the number of carts in use in the State. A 
few furniture factories are also working in Bangalore and 
a.· few.· other large places where good cabinet work is 
turned out, mostly copied from English designs. Coach 
. and carriage building is also being successfully carried on. 

; Lac-turnery is an old indigenous industry in Mysore, 
practised chiefly at Channaptna, by a class of people 
called Chitragars. The wood used is Hale or Eifi which 
grows abundantly· on· waste lands round about Channa
patna. It is soft and of . fine grain, admitting of being 
turned under a bow-lathe, worked by one hand. The 
people cut the logs and thick branches of the wood into 
smaller pieces, turn -them under the lathe and apply 
variously c;oloured lac, by pressing it gentl;y against the 
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articles under the bow-lathe, in which process the lac 
melts and coats the toys. By dexterous handling, various 
shades of colour are imparted to. the . different parts of 

· the toys turned by the lathe. 
Since the introduction of the subject in the local indus

trial s~hool, boys of other classes trained in the school have 
taken to the profession and are earning an. independent 
living. The introduction of power driven lathes has facili.; 
tated the increase of production and training of .men of 
different classes in the manufacture of these toys~ · · . 

The toys for which Channapatna is noted are remarkably 
well suited for their purpose and much sought after by; 
all classes of people, including the Europeans. These 
toys are of brilliant colours, smooth and hard and the 
colour never comes off, .Large toys, representing various 
animals, are made from a soft wood like touch-wood 
bhurige-rnara. They are elaborately painted by hand; 
the birds especially, and. some fruits, being very fairly 
modelled and painted to imitate nature. 

The old rural industry of curing hides has been very (d) L~ther 

largely replaced by organised bark or chemical tanning ~r:::'::~ing 
on a large scale. · 

The indigenous process ·of tanning is the sanie in all 
places. The salted hide is immersed in chunam or lime 
water for 6 or 8 days, after which the hair is removed. 
It is agai:q immersed in fresh solution for about 4 days, 
aiter which the fleshings are scraped off. The hide is 
then immersed in water charged with the bark of 
Tlzangadi (Acacia A uriculuta) and the process is repeatFd 
thrice. Three days of further immersion in bark w~ter 
and gallnut completes the tanning process, by which 
time the tanning extracts would have permeated com
pletely throughout the thickness of the hide. It is then 
scraped, washed and oiled with Jwnge oil (Pongami(t 
glilbra). Rubbing with· oil and fat is the next process . 
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after which it is dried, and when half wet, American 
flour is spread and a plank run on with some more fat and 

. oil. One day's final dcying finishes· the whole p;rocess, 
after which the leather is packed ready for transit. 

The materials generally used in the bark tanning 
process ~,tre thangadi bark (Acacia Auriculata), chunam 

.gallnut, oil, fat and lastly flour. On an average, 22l1bs. 
of bark are required for every .10 lbs. of the tanned hide 
or about 25 lbs. of the raw hide.. One and a half 
measuring seers of chunam are consumed in the process 
of linhairing the above quantity of hide, 3! lbs. of 
gallnut, about 5/8 lb. of oil, half a pound of fat and 
5/16 lb. of flour. 

The work of collecting hides and skins from the various 
p~rts of the State is almost· entirely in the hands of the 
Labbe& or Tamil speakingMuhammadansfrom Vaniyam
bii.di ·and ·vellore excepting at a few places where the 
iocal.Muhammadans replace them. 

In all towns and in almos~ every important village, 
store houses for hides and skins; known as Mandis, have 
been established by the Labbes who work both as 
wholesale merch!l.nts and retail buyers and sellers. Every 
Mandi employs a :t;~.umber of hands who roam about the 
country and collect the hides by buying them from the 
Culavadis and Talaytiris. 

A very pretty ki:t;~.d of red morocco is manufactured at 
Harihar by a set of people called Muchika1's. 

It is in the first place tanned. The goat skins (these 
only are employed) are dried in the sun for one day; 

· ne·xt day they are washed. in the river, rolled up and put 
into a pot, with a mixture (for each skin) of one handful 
of common s:tlt, as much water, and half of that quantity 
of the milk of wild cotton (Asclepias Gig an tea). After 
the skins hav~ been so:tked in this mixture for four d<tys, 

·the pot is ~lied up with water, and the leather suffered 
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to remain four days longer in it: the .hair now comes 
easily off the skins when scraped by a piece of broken 
pot. The le::tther thus cleaned is laid in the shade, and 
when dry is rolled up and kept in a. house for two or 
three days, in a. place secure from smoke and from 
insects; it is then soaked for eight hours in pure water, 
and scraped with a piece of earthenware till it becomes 
quite white. Before the leather is dyed, it is soaked for 
one night in a pakka seer of water which has been mixed 
with a handful of cholam meal (Holcus Sorghum) and 
warmed on the tire; in the morning, it is taken out and 
dried with a piece of cloth: when well dried, it is soaked 
again for half an hour in water with which one see:r· of 
tamarinds has been mixed; it is then spread on a. mat 
and the colour. applied. 

For the red colour, take l kacltcha seer of lac (18 drams); 
alU toppalu (leaves of the Mimecylon Capitellatum) 1/8 
of a. dub weight ; and the same quantity of the salt 
extracted from washerman's earth (carbonate of soda); 
pound these ingredients together; boil i of a seer of w,ater 
in a place where there is no wind; put the pounded mass 
into it and keep 1t for a quarter of an hour over a slow 
tire. To ascertain whether it has acquired the requisite 
consistence, dip a. cholam straw into it; if the liquid does 
not run down the straw when turned up, it is sufficiently 
done, but if it runs, the boiling must be continued for 
some time longer. 

The leather (previously extended on a mat} is, at three 
different times, rubbed over with this liquid; it is then 
thrice sprinkled over with tamarind water, and lastlyiit 
is steeped for five or six days in a liquid composed of 
3 seers of water and one seef of pounded tamgadi bark. 
Every morning it is taken out, washed a little, and again 
replaced, till at last it is well washed in clear water and 
dried: thus prepared, it has a. fine crimson colour, and is 
very soft. 
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The indigenous oil pressing industry scattered all over 
the ,country is practised by the class of people called 
Ganigars. · The work of crushing . the oil seeds is done 
mostly i.n the primitive wooden or stone oil mills, called 
gtina.s. These are i:ti the form of an immense mortar and 
pestle. In the kind driven by two bullocks, the mortar 
is a block of granite 6 feet 9 inches above the ground, 
'with a pedestal let into an equal distance under ground. 
A wpoden beam, 17 or 18 feet long, pressing at one end 
closely against the foot of the mill has an arm projecting 
upwards at about a third of its length, which is attached 
to the head of the pestle. The mill is driven by· oxen 
yoked at the farther end of the beam, who pull it round 
and round. 

The stone gtinas are in use mainly in parts of the 
Kolar District. At Tiptur, besides oil seeds, copra is 
also milled . in these gtinas. On an· average, about 50 
measuring seers. or about four local tnaunds of seed are 
crushed in one gana per day with an aver:1ge yield of one 
seer by· weight of oil for one measuring seer of about 
2 pounds, i.e., 30 per cent of the weight of the seed used. 

There were about 3,572 gtinas 30 years ago and 
. the number has fallen to about 2,500 in 1921, owing 
partly to the introduction of power oil-mills and partly 
perhaps to the increasing export of oil seeds. 

There are four s~rew presses at Bangalore ~nd Arsikere, 
used solely ·in · extracting ·oil from castor seeds and 
four Anderson Oil Expellers, three in Bangalore and one 
in Davangere. Another Anderson Oil Expeller is in the 
cour~e of erection at :Mysore. 

Rotary mills have also been started in various places 
in the State. About half a dozen of such concerns using 
rotary mills va~ying in number from two to about 
twelve are now working successfully in the State: 
. . 
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. Full data are not available for estimating the quantity 
of production of the various kinds of oil in the State, as 
the capacities of local~iinas vary as to the rate of yield 
of oil. Moreover, several kinds of seeds are used, viz., 
gingelly, ltutchellu, honge, Hippe, (bassia latifoUa), 
ground-nut and even castor, the same mill using the 
different seeds in different parts of the year. , 

Tinsel of silver white and golden yellow. colour is 
woven into tapes in Bangalore City. Tapes of breadths 
varying from nine to forty threads of the tinsel are woven, 
ki5ra silk and mercerised cotton being used for the weft. 
Most of the production in Bangalore is of 20 threads. Each 
tape woven is termed a "than" and is 35 yards in length. 

There is only one factory in Bangalore weaving tinsel 
with the aid of electri<:~ power while about 170 looms are 
worked by hand. The weavers work for wages, the raw 
materials being supplied by the merchants. The daily 
outturn in handlooms is reported to be 22! thllns per 
loom, being 7 5 per cent of that from the power loom. 

This is the smallest textile industry engaging about 20 
families of Muhammadans in Bangalore City. Tape is 
largely sold in the market and is used for cots, tents, 
horses' girth, etc. The State Military Department con
sumes a large quantity of tape annually. 

At Sindaghatta, Krishnarajpet taluk, there is the small 
industry of weaving silk threads which are styled udidiira, 
or nadukattu (waist bands) as well as silk twists for 
borders of panches, kumblis and for ornamental work bn 
the military uniform and for narndas ·over horses, ele
phants, de. The silk used for all this work is either 
what is spun by band by women from the silk waste or 
kora silk. These are sorted into various grades of fine
ness, dyed and woYen or worked as above. 

(f) Other 
industries. 
Tinsel. · 

Cotton tape 
and rope. 

Siik thread, 
etc. 
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Pierced cocoons are reeled to a pertain extent in the 
State at present, the silk so spun being used in making 
sashes, ek Silk waste is almost entirely exported. 

Dyeing is largely carried on with the help of artificial 
_ dyes, though in the case of silk, natural dyes are still 

preferred. 

Calico printing is another industry that is carried on 
on a small scale. · 

The fibre from sunnhemp is woven on a large scale at 
present for making sacks;· ete: · . The methods are very 
primitive. Though jute is not grown in Mysore, other 
fibres of great commercial importance can be produced in 
the State. The country is naturally suited for the growth 
of sisal hemp and very valuable results have been at· 
tained at Mr. Brigg's Factory near Bangalore. The 
pulp of this plant has been found suitable for paper pulp 
and straw boards. About 500 acres of land have been 
planted and the question of providing a sufficiently large 
area of land to start a large factory is being investigated 
by the Department of Industries. 

III. ' FACTORY INDUSTRIES. 

Mysore is primarily an -agricultural country. .t\,ccord
ing to the Census of 1921, the total population engaged 
in agriculture is 47,03,846 and that in industries 54,922. 
Of these, 40,032 are employed in factories and the others 
in minor industries. 

The number of large industrial concerns at the end of 
1920-21 was 133. The most important of them are :
Gold Mining Works, Cotton, Woollen and Silk spinning 
and Weaving Mills, one Hydro·Electric 'Vorks, Manga· 
nese and Chrome Works, Sandal Oil Factory, one 
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Essenflour Products Company, one Asbestos Works, 
one Pharmaceutical ·works, one Metal FaCtory, four 
Brick and Tile \Yorks, four Saw Mills, two Carpet. 
Factories, Cotton Ginning Factories and Presses 
a.nd other miscellanE;lous industries using . mechanical 
power. 

Of these industries, the Hydro-Electric works which 
have been installed at Sivasamudram are owned by 
Gdvernment. The Sandal Oil Factory, which is ·dealt 
with in detail below, is also· a. Government concern. 
Government have also recently started a large Iron 
Works at Bhadravati in the Shimoga District. · · 

As cheap · electric . power is easily available,· in the 
Cities of Bangalore a~d Mysore, a. large number of small 
concerns such as Flour Mills, Ground..:nut Decorticators, 
Rotary Oil Mills, pumping presses, etc., have come into 
existence. The total quantity of electric power used by 
large industries such as Gold Mines, Cotton Mills, etc.L 
is 29,000 H.P. and that by small industries is 5',740 H.P· 

In the year 1913, with a view to encourage the adop
tion of machinery for various industrial purposes within 
the State, a system of loans was introduced and various 
other concessions began to be extended. As a resUlt; a 
large number of industrial plants, owned chiefly by 
individuals, using about 7,000 H.P., were installed in 
different parts of the State. The power is derived from 
oil, gas and steam and the industries in which such 
power is used consist chiefly of pumping insta:llations, 
sugar-mills, oil and flour-mills, ginning factories, ri~e 
mills, etc. 

Small 
industries. · 

Bangalore is one of the. most important distributing (lJ Cotton, 

·centres for· the textile trade in Southern India. · The etc., Mills, 

total value of such goods is estimated at 1·30 crores of ;:e~~~ 
rupees. The climate of Bangalore, which is more or less mills in 

• Banflalore. 
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uniform throughout the year, is eminently suited for the 
establishment of large cotton mills. The first mill to be 
started in the Mysore State was in the year 1884, now 
known as the Mysore Spinning and Manufacturing Mills. 
It is also known as the Maharajah's Mills. The next 
mill was started in 1887 and is now known as the 
Bangalore Woollen, Cotton and Silk Mills. Both these 
1\fills ·have had a very chequered career. They were 

· started by local capital, but owing to the concerns not 
having .been successful from. the b!'Jgin~ing, the bulk of 
the shares have been sold to outside people and the 1\~anag
ing Agents . have also come from outside. In either 
case, large concessions were given by Government, such 
as the supply of suitable sites and facilities to obtain 
water. Government also subscribed towards the share 
capital. The difficulties which such concerns have 
generally to face in their initial stages and the defects 
incidental· to their management were soon remedied. 
After working for a number of years quite successfully, 
they are both now in a prosperous condition. 

Th.e ~ysore The Mysore Spinning and Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
~~::::c~;~a. was started with a nominal capital of Rs. 4,50,000. It 
ing Company. sustained heavy losses during the first nine years and 

The Banga
lore Woollen 
Cotton and 
Silk Mills, 
Ltd. 

would have gone into voluntary liquidation in 1901 but 
for the liberal financial assistance afforded by Govern~ 
tnent. ·. The Managing Agency was changed and after 
some further struggle, the mill gradually began to make 

; 'good its past losses. Its present position is satisfactory. 
After discharging all its liabilities, it has built up a good 
reserve fund and has been able to secure the additional 
capital required for its extension. 

The Bangalore \Voollen, Cotton and Silk Mills, Ltd., 
was started with a capital of six lakhs of ordinary shares 
and four lakhs of preferential shares. The concern has 
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also passed through several vicissitudes but is now in a 
flourishing state. It has invested large amounts in the 
construction of comfortable residential quarters for the 
European staff and is, providing funds on an adequate 
scale for providing accommodation for its labour. It has 
also carried out large extensions, the capital haying. been 
provided.out of the profits issued to the share-holders in 
the form of additional shares .. 

The two mills together have been · consuming on 
an average 60,000 Bengal maunds of raw cotton per 
annum. 

The Bangalore Mills in addition to cotton goods 
manufacture blankets ·and carpets and during the ·Great 
European War were of substantial assistance in meeting 
the requirements of Government for blankets for troops 
on active service. · 

The following statement gives full information regard
ing the total capital invested in each of these concerns, 
and the existing number of spindles and looms, the labour 
employed and the annual outturn :-

SATISTICS .RELATING TO COTTON 'MILLS IN . BANGALOR~ 
FOR THE YEAR J921. 

Total Number of 

TotAl 
Persona employed 

Total daily (average) 
)l'umber Number 

of of 
Looms Spindles 

Men Women 

1 g 3 ! li 
I 

The Myso.:e Spiuning and g4o 20,068 754 126 Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
BRngalore. 

'I he BRngalore W oolll'n Cotton 434 23,024 . 2,423 644 and Silk Mille, Ltd., l$ange-
lore. 

Total ... 674 43,092 3,177 770· 
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STATISTICS RELATING TO COTTON MILLS IN BANGALORE 
FOR THE. YEAR 1921-concld. 

Total :Somber 
of Peraons 
employed Total amount of Capital 

daily 
(average) 

Child- Autho- I De-
reu Total rised Paid up belL-

. turee 

6 '1 8 9 lQ 

.I--. 
The Myson;~ Spinning aud 21!1 1092 15.00,000 11,92,700 ... 

ManufactlU'illg Co., Ltd., 
liangalore. 

Tbe Ban galore Woollen Cotton 240 3307 26,25,000 26,25,t00 ... 
· and Silk Mills, Ltd.,Banga-

lore ----
To*al ... 45!1 4399 41,25,000 88,17,700 . .. 

The boom in cotton mills and the advantages and the " 
prosperity which the industry enjoyed during the war 
stimulated the starting of new mills within the State 
under the auspices. of His Highness the Maharaja. The 
Sri Krishnarajendra Mill was 1;egistered in Mysore in 
1920 with a capital of 50 lakhs of rupees. Machinery 
was obtained from England and the mill started work 

· early in 1924. The mill has at present 25,000 spindles. 

'fbe :Minerva . 
Milia. 

It has a. complete up-to-date hosiery plant. Besides 
subscription of shares to the extent of five lakhs of rupees 
by Jiis Highness the Maharaja., the concern has been 
materially assisted by Government in regard to securing 
a. suitable site for its location and to supplying electric 
power at concession rates for a certain period. 

The Minerva. Mills with a. capital of 30 lakhs of rupees 
have been started in Bangalore. This mill is to be 
equipped with 20,000 spindles. Government have 
acquired for the mill about 70 acres of land and given 
it at cost price. 
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A weaving shed with 100 looms has been started The Bangs· 
h B 1 S . . d lore Spinning 

at Yesvantpur known as t e anga ore p1nnmg an and weaving 
Weaving Mills. Mills. 

The weaving of woollen blankets, kumblis and carpets 
has been an important industry in the State from time 
immemorial. The recent 'Var, however, proved the 
possibility of developing the industry. The Bangalore 
Woollen, Cotton and Silk Mills Co., Ltd., Bangalore, 
which had a plant for the purpose, found the demand 
far in excess of its capacity to supply. In addition to 
local supplies of wool, Bangalore is an important centre 
for the export of skeins; large quantities of these come 
from other parts of India and there is no lack of supply 
of wool, as these skeins _also contribute materially to add 
to the local supplies. 

The Kaiser-I-Hind Woollen Mill was start~d at Banga
lore in 1922 as a private Company, with a capital of five 
lakhs of rupees and erected a plant with 600 mules-six 
sets of units and 12 looms. The concern was converted 
into a public joint-stock company with a capital of Rs. 50 
lakhs in 19:23. 

The Ma.halakshmi Woollen :Mill was started with a 
nominal capital of 20 lakhs of rupees and its machinery 
is also partially erected. In addition to the direct manu
facture of woollen goods, this Mill aims at supplying yarn 
to the kumUi weavers and as a natural result of this, 
there is likely to be a great development of these cottage 
industries by the use ·of fly shuttle looms for weaving 
kumblis. 

Woollen 
Mills. 

Kaiser· I· 
Hind Woollen 
Mills, Ltd. 

'I he 
Mahalakahmi 
Woollen 
Mills. 

The chief difficulty in using Mysore silk in power Experimental 

looms is the want of uniformity in the thread and its Silk Filaturu 
st .Mywre. 

frequent liability to break. An experimental filature 
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with 12 basins has been ihstalled in Mysore and the 
quality of silk reeled is of a. high· standard. The success 
of this experiment has induced some. local capitalists to 
take up a scheme for putting up a large filature and it 
is expected that at no distant date sufficient quantities of 
this silk will be available to allow of the weaving industry 
itself being developed on factory·lines. 

('.1) Ta~neries. Like many others of its kind tannincr once a cottacre· 
Factor1es and ' o• o 
their industry practised all over the State, has developed under 
distribution, modern conditions into a well regulated industry run on 

factory lines. . The latest developments in the t~nning 
of hides and skins are represented in the State by the 
Mysore Chrome Tannery, Ltd., situated about a mile to 
the west of Bangalore. City. 

The number of factories as returned at the Census of 
1921 is 17, of which only the Mysore Chrome Tannery, 
Ltd., is worked' by power, the rest being worked by 
manual labour. The total number of persons engaged in 
the industry is 696 males and Ill females excepting a 
few scattered in the Kolar and Mysore Districts. Most 
of the bark tanneries, which are controlled by Lubbay 
merchants. are to be found in the vicinity of Banga
lore. 

·The til.nners collect skins of goat and sheep and hides 
of bullocks, cows and buffaloes from all parts of the 
State and also import these from places in British India 
as. far as Calcutta, Cawnpore, Amritsar, etc. All these 
tanneries excepting the 'Mysore Chrome Tannery and to 
some extent the tannery at C!lintarnani (Kolar District), 

· send out the hides and skins usually in a half tanned 
state. The reason is that the raw and wet hides are bought 
at more favourable rates by foreign countries, especially 
America, than tanned leather. Madras is the biggest 
market for tanned leather and hence all the finished 
leather goes to that place. 
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The Mysore Chrome Tannery, Ltd., was formed in 
April1908 with the object of organising and developing 
the leather industry in Mysore on modem lines. \Vith a. 
view to encourage the industry, the Government of His 
Highness the Maharaja was pleased to subscribe for shares 
in this concern to the value of Rs. 60,000. The average 
output of the factory at present· is 400 hides per day. 
With the existing machinery, the output can be increased 
to nearly 1,000 hides. The factory is equipped with 
complete up-to-date machinery, which is worked by 
electric power. The Company was declaring good divi
dends from 1917 but in recent years the slump in the· 
leather trade has interfered with its prosperity; 

The concern was until recently under the management , 
of Messrs. Chari & Co:, Ltd., of Calcutta. It is now 
managed by Messrs. Best & Co., Ltd., Madras. The 
subscribed capital of the Company is Rs. 1,6,7,7_90 while 
the Reserve Fund amounts to Rs. 45,000. Raw mate
rials are obtained both locally and from Madras. The 
finished leather is in demand all over India, and even 
beyond India, in the United States of America, England, 
the Federated Malay States, South Africa, Egypt and 
other foreign countries .. 

Since the above paragraphs were written, _the Com
pany has gone into liquidation and is now being wound 
up. (1928). 

The manufacture of spirits is a Government monopoly. 
In the Government Distillery at Bangalore, the manu
facturing operations are carried on by private agency 
under a. system of contracts periodically renewed. The 
operations, however, are under Government .sup~rvision 
and control. A detailed description of the several systems 
of manufacturing different kinds of beer is given in the 
S('ction on Excise in Volume III Part II Administratit·e, 
of this Gazetteer. 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 18 

The Mysore 
Tannery, -
Ltd. 

(3) Breweries. 
Government; 
Distillt'ry, 
Jl angalore. 
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I 
Breweries in 
the Civil and 
:Military 
Station, 
Bangalore. 

The three brewedes in the Civil and Military 8tation, 
Bangalore, supply vq1rious beer taverns at Bangalore and 
the Kolar Gold Fiell\l.s "·ith what is called country beer. 
There is also anothe;; brewery which prepares a superior 
beer for the soldiers'' canteens in barracks. 

(4) Brick and 
Tile Works. 
General. 

The manufacturel·i flooring and roofing materials for 
buildings occupies L prominent place in the gro]lp of 
ceramic industries. Formerly the occupation of village 
potters, it has now tttained to the position of a middle 
grade industry and ';moved its habitation to urba.n areas. 
The village potter ·i at present are neither able to meet 
the full demand fo · building materials nor able to produce 
bricks and tiles. of 'superior quality and designs; conse
quently, a numb( Jr of factories have sprung up at places 
where the necess, ~ry material is available and turn out 
various kinds of Emilding materials, including fire bricks, 
drain pipes, etc. 

B:'ick and 
Tile Works, 
Ltd., 
Hangalore 
City. 

Number and 
distribution 
of Factories. 

The oldest an, the largest ceramic Industrial Company 
in the State is . 1 the City Brick and Tile Works, Ltd., 
Bangalore (form Jerly known as the Arbuthnot Industrials) 
now managed oy the Directors of the South Indian 
Industrials, Ltd l, whose Head Office is at Madras. It 
manufactures o 'E 1 a large scale roofing, ceiling, flooring 
and ridge tiles, l:vvire cut bricks and pipes. 

b 
According toit, the latest census returns, there are 2'2 

factories in th~n:} State, employing D05 males and 393 
females. Meet~ tanical power is used in 10 factories. The 
total output of 1mhese factories comes up to about 100 lakhs 
of tiles per ann utn. It may be remarked that many of 
these are smal 0,1 concerns n}anaged with comparatively 
small capital an u; d turn out largely tiles of the Mangalore 
pattern. They are distributed all over the State, i.e., 
Mysore, ~umk u, Dod-Ballapur, Channapatna, Sringeri, 
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Saklespur, Sagar, Tirthahalli and other places. The 
factory at Mysore is, however, a large one. Two smaller 
factories have been established at Kolar and Tumkur and 
are flourishing. Some of the factories are not working 
!latisfactorily mainly because the kilns have not been 
properly designed. In some cases, the want of working 
capital has been a· contributory cause of their failure. 
A large tile factory which in addition to the manufacture 
of tiles will undertake the manufacture of sanitary ware 
is under construction at Yelahanka about 10 miles from·, 
Bangalore. Another factory for making bricks, specially 
fire bricks, started work on the Mysore Road, Bangalore, 
but went into liquidation in 1926. • 

About 40,000 acres of_land are annually under sugar- (5) Jaggery 

1 . . . h S Th . . 1 . and Sugar cane cu t1vatwn m t e tate. e prmc1pa growmg areas making. 

in it are in the East and South and the extension of the 
acreage under cane depends on further irrigational faci-
lities. All the sugar-cane grown in the State is used solely 
for making gur or jaggery. The methods of cultivation of 
cane have reached a high state of improvement in several 
parts of the State and the outturn is relatively high, 
being in many cases, as in the Bangalore and Kolaa:. 
Districts, as much as five tons of jaggery per acre. There 
are three chief indigenous varieties of sugar-cane grown in 
Mysore, 'Chein,' 'Rasatale' and' Pattii. Patti,' the last one 
being grown over the major portion of the area. Of the 
imported varieties, mention should be made of 'Red 
~Iauritius' and 'Mysore Java.' The sugar content in 
cane ranges from 15 to 20 per cent and glucose about 1 o· 5 per cent. The percentage of fibre is low and is 
generally between 8 and 10. The mills used for crushing 
the cane are mostly bullock driven and the juice is boiled 
over the ordinary furnaces. The quality of the jaggery 
produced in some places has maintained a high reputation 
in the market. The bulk of the sugar-can~ is grown 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 18". 
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wider tanks, wells and channels and as a rule, the acreage 
under sugar-cane in any particular locality is not large. 
It is not, therefore, possible to start large sugar factories 
under existing conditions. Owing to the fluctuations in 
the price of gur, sugar refining is by itself not sufficiently 
profitable unless the price of sugar is itself relatively 
high. 

Owing ·to the absence of facilities for starting an 
up-to-date sugar factory, the holdings being small and 
scattered, 'the attention of Government has been .concen
trated in the past in improving the present process of 
manufacturing gur which is crude and inefficient. The 
primitive wooden roller bullock mill has almost everywhere 
been: replaced by the three roller iron mills which are 
efficient if properly adjusted. To reduce the strain on 
'the cattle, they are often deliberately slackened. The 
amount of juice left in the megasse is considerable. 
During the process of boiling, about a fifth of the sucrose 
in the juice is converted or destroyed. The frequent 
removal of pans from the' furnace involves great waste of 
fuel. Experiments have been made with power driven 
·crushing plants and furnaces that could be continuously 
operated by burning the megasse or dried sugar-cane 
refuse have been introduced. The initial difficulties have 
thus been just overcome and there is a likelihood of 
power driven plants with improved furnaces being taken 
up on a large scale in future where the areas to be dealt 
with exceed 50 to 100 acres. Reference may also be 
made in this connection to the introduction of the 
improved varieties of sugar-cane and the successful 
efforts made to popularise the use of oil cakes as 
manures. 

(6)TheSandal The most valuable of the essential oils that can 
Oil Factories, be got from the raw materials available in the State is . 
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sandalwood oil. Itis obtained by distilling the chips of th~ 
heart wood of the sandal tree. The oil possesses valuable 
medical properti~s and is also largely used in perfumery 
and in the manufacture. of toilet soaps. It emits. lit 
sweet and delicate fragrance. The percentage of oil 
varies in different parts of the tree from 5 to 7 per. cent. 

In :Mysore, sandalwood trees wherever ~hey ma! w:ow ~!ia:;~::a 
belong to the State. They are found m all d1str1,c~s prior to 1914. 

except in Kolar and Chitaldrug, ··where the growth is ·-
scanty on account of the unfavourable clim~te. The 
average yield per, annum is 2,000 tons for the whole 
State. Previous to the outbreak of vyar in 1914, it was 
customary for the Forest Department to dispose of more 
than three-fourths of t}lis quantity by auction sales and 
the rates obtained for the wood were about Rs. 500 a ton. 
The bulk of the wood thus disposed of found its way to 
Germany, where oil was extracted from it. · 

Towards the close of 1914, when the State was l3a.nga.loTe 
. . a.nd Mysore 

threatened w1th the loss of a fru1tful source of revenue sandalwood 

by a sudden fall in the demand for sandalwood, Sir Oil Fa.ctories. 

Alfred Chatterton, then Director of Industries, proposed 
to Government the establishment of distilleries in the 
Sta.te for extracting the oil. The indigenous methods of 
manufacturing the oil were crude and wasteful; nearly 
10 to 20 per cent of the available oil being left in the 
wood unrecovered. A number of experiments were, there~ 
fore, conducted with a view to discover the most efficient 
and most economical process of distillation. The resul\ 
achieved was highly satisfactory. It was found that the 
business of sandalwood oil' distillation was sure to be a 
commercial success by the adoption of improved scientific 
processes. In 1915, Government sanctioned a lakh of 
rupees for the establishment of a factory. At first, the 
outturn was about 200 lbs. of oil per month. A._suitable . 
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site for the factory was found to the north of Bangalore 
City, not far away from the Indian Institute of Science. 
The factory started work in May ~916 and its capacity 
increased in the .course of two or three years and the 
output rose from 2,000 to 6,000 lbs. a month. A second 
factory having an ultimate capacity of 20,000 lbs. of oil 
per morith was started in Mysore in 1917. 

The. process of distillation is . very similar to that of 
rose water. The wood is converted into filings by means 
of a large cast iron chipper and the ·chips boiled in a 
copper pan tinn"ed inside. Mixed vapour is received in a 
condenser and the oil is separated from the condensate. 
A big pan takes several days to distil completely. The 
refused wood is used for fuel. The oils obtained at both 
the factories are of absolute purity and of the finest 
quality, and satisfy the standards prescribed in England, 
America and. Europe. . The Japanese have a slightly 
different standard, and the oil required to satisfy this 
standard is manufactured separately. There is a grow
ing demand for sandal-wood oil in the English and 
American markets. 

The factories 'started work at a time when the market 
was most favourable. The price of a lb. of oil which 
was selling at 21 shillings in 1914 rose to 50 shillings 
in 1917. In 1917-1918 the industry was considered to 
be firmly established. Between May 1916, the date of 
inception of the Sandalwood Oil enterprise in the State, 
and October 1918, 2,113 tons of wood were distilled 
altogether in the two facto~ies yielding 14,12,371 lbs. 
of oil. The realisations of the sale of oil amounted to 
Rs. 7,59,489 in 1916-17 and Rs. 27,50,422 in 1917-18. 
The average 'yield from sandal-w~od was about 100 lbs. 
of oil per ton of wood. During 1920-21, the factories 
distilled 1,~02 tons of sandalwood. 
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The demand was fair up to 1920 but with the ElfectoUraae 
depression. commencement of a. general trade depression throughout 

the world, the market for the oil soon became restricted. 
As the stocks began to accumulate and sales dropped, 
arrangements were made in 1921 to close down the 
factory at Mysore, till the surplus stocks were disposed of. 
One hopeful feature worthy of mention is that in spite of 
the extremely unfavourable trade conditions, the combined 
sales of wood and oil have reached 39lakhs during the two 
years: There is no doubt that when normal conditions 
are restored, the demand for the oil will revive as of old 
and the Mysore distillation will play an important part 
in meeting the world's market for the sandalwood oil. 

There are two Cigarette Factories in Bowringpet. (7) Mi~lla· 
One of these is the South Indian Manufacturing Company ::~~ ~ndus. 
which was started in 1911 with a capital of about Cigarette · 

Rs. 50,000. It is owned by the members of a single Factories. 

family. The other known as the Star Tobacco Manu~ 
facturing Company was started in 1905, with a capital of 
about Rs. 7 5,000 for plant and buildings. An oil engine 
of 9 H.P. is used in the first and a steam engine of 7 H.P. 
together with an oil engine of 4 H.P. in the· second. 
About 100 persons are engaged in both the factories, some 
on monthly payments and others on daily wages. About 
25,000 maunds of tobacco ·are reported to be consumed in 
the two factories in the manufacture of cigarettes valued 
at about a lakh of rupees per year. The supply of 
tobacco from Bettadpur and other places in the State is 
not suited for these factories as it is too strong. Th<v 
get their supplies from Guntur, Bezwada and Salem and 
other places at remunerative rates. 

·IV. CoxcLt:SION. 
To regulate labour in factories in the State, a The Mvsore 

Regulation was first passed in 1892, which was further ~=:i~u. 
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amended in 1914. The main provisions of the Factories 
Regulation of 1914 are briefly summarised below. The 
Regulation applies to all concerns wherein steam, water 
or other mechanical power or electric power is used in 
any process and wherein at least 50 persons are simulta· 
neously employed. Government can by notification in 
the Gazette extend the application of the Regulation to 
concerns employing 20 persons. Mines, electric gene· 
rating and transforming stations, indigo factories, and 
factories situated on coffee 'and tea plantations are 
exempted. The Regulation applies to all Govel'I.lment 
factories. · 

Provision is made in the Regulation for the appoint
ment of Inspectors and certifying Surgeons. Every 
factory. should, before it commences work, keep the 
Inspector informed of its name and address, work, and 
nature and amount of power used. Every factory should 
be kept clean, well ventilated and lighted. .If any water 
is used for producing artificial humidity, the water used 
should be pure drinking water. There should be sufficient 
and suitable latrine accommodation for the employees 
and good drinking water should be niade available to 
them in sufficient quantities. , The doors should open 
outwards and there should also be sufficient means of 
escape in case of fire. If the Inspector is satisfied that 
the factory is not provided· with any of these things, he is 
empowered to specify proper measures and to enforce 
their adoption before a specified date. 

No one should be employed in a factory on a Sunday 
or in lieu of Sunday a full day holiday should be granted 
within three days before and after a Sunday. 

At intervals not exceeding six hours, the employees 
should be allowed half an hour's rest. No child should 
be employed unless it is certified by the certifying 
Surgeon that it is not less than nine years old and is fit 
for employment in a factory. No factory should allow . 
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women and children to begin work before 5-30 in the 
morning nor should they be allowed to work after 'l 
o'clock in the evening. Maximum number of hours 
of work- prescribed for one day for women a.nd children 
are eleven a.nd seven hours respecti-vely. The textile 
factories should not work for more. than twelve hours a. 
day a.Iid no child. be allowed to work therein for more. 
than six hours in any one day. 

Factories should-keep registers showing therein the . 
names of -women and children employed therein a.nd their . 
respective employment. They should put up notices· 
regarding hours of· work, rest, etc. To avoid accidents, 
the machinery should be kept well fenced. All accidents 
causing death or injury whereby the employees are pre
vented from returning to work for three days will have 
to be reported to the authorities appointed in this behalf. 
Penalty prescribed for all breaches of a.ny provision .of 
the Regulation is a. fine extending up to Rs. 200. 

At the Census of 1921, the following scheme of occu
pations was adopted for purposes of enumeration :

A.-Production of raw materials:-
(i) Agriculture (exploitation of animals and vegetation). 
(ii) Exploitation of minerals. 

B.-Preparation and supply of material substances (or 
transformation and employment of raw materials):

(iii) Industry. 
(iv)· Transport. 
(v) Trade. 

C.-Public administration and liberal arts:
(vi) Public force. · 

(vii) Public administration. 
(viii) Professions and liberal arts. 
D.-Miscellaneous:-

(ix) Persons living on. their income. 
(x) Domestic service. 

(xi) Insufficiently described occupations. 
(xii) Unproductive. · 

General· 
atatistiee 
relating io 
occupations.. 
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The scheme is in its essence based on that of Mr. 
Bertillon. As outlined above, there are in it four main 
classes and twelve sub-classes. 

The following table shows the percentage o( actual 
workers and dependants under each sub-class. The ratio 
of dependants to workers is greatest in sub-class I 
(Exploitation of animals and vegetation) and least in sub
class X (domestic service) . 

. 
Percentage 

Sub-Class 

Workers Dependants 

I. Exploitation of animals and 
vegetation ... ... 25 75 

II. Exploitation of minerals ... 39 61 
III. Industry ... ... 33 67 
IV. Transport ... ... 38 62 
v. Trade ... ... 34 66 

VI. Public force ... ... 35 65 
VII. Public administration ... 28 72 

VIII. Professions and liberal arts. 33 67 
IX. Persons living on their in-

come ... ... 31 69 
X. Domestic service ... 58 42 

XI. Insufficiently described 
occupations ... ... 42 58 

XII. lJnproductive ... ... 49 51 

The table given below sets out by sub-classes the 
number of female workers per 1,000 male workers. It 
Will be seen that the number varies from thirty-one in 
sub-class VI (Public force) to 7sg in sub-class XII 
(Unproductive). Female. workers are found employed, 
it may be added, largely a8 · field labourers, cotton
spinners, silk-spinners, basket-makers, rice pounders 
and huskers, bakers, butter-makers and sellers, book-
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binders, sweepers, dealers in hay, grass and fodder etc., 
midwives, etc. · 

Number of 

Sub-Class 
females per 
1,000 male' 

workers 

I. Exploitation ot animals and vegetation 239 
II. Exploitation of minerals . .. . 56 

III. Industry ... . .. 195 
IV. Transport, ... . .. 52 
v. Trade ... .. . 366. 

VI. Public force ... ... 31 
VII. Public ~tdministl"ll.tion ... .. . 54 

VIII. Professions and liberal arts . .. 118 
IX. Persons living on their income ... 323 

X. Domestic service ... . .. 351 
XI. Insufficiently described occupations. 429 

XII. U~productive ... . .. .789 

The occupation statistics of the- sub-classes may be 
briefly reviewed here. The population supported by ~ub
class I (exploitation of animals and vegetation) has 
increased during the last decade by 12"4 p'er cent. This 
increase has been at the expense of the population sup
ported by industry, which cannot be considered a. good 
sign. The increase ~specially under groups four and five 
(farm servants and field labourers) has been nearly two:
fold and cannot be viewed with satisfaction as many of. 
them are living on .the margin of subsistence. Another 
matter which must cause some concern is the large decrease 
in the population supported by "raising of farm stock.'j 
The total occupied area of the State according to the 
Season and Crop Report for 1919-20 is 7,861,120 acres 
giving about two acres per "land-holder." As under the 
classification adopted, the term " land-holder" includes 
both actual worker and dependant, the total number of 
land-holders, as given in the' Season and Crop Report is 

• 
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less than one-third of the total number of "land-holders" 
return~d by the population Census. The average extent 
of .cultivated area per head of the total population of the. 
State is somewhat more than one acre, which is the 
approximate calculated average for all India. ! 

The population supported by sub-class III (Industry) 
has declined during the last decade by 1'7 per cent, the 
decreases being largely under textiles, hides and skins, 
chemical products, food industries, industries of dress and 
th~ toilet, and the furniture· industries; per cont'ra·there 
~ave been increases under wood, metals and building indus~ 
tries. This may be set down generally to the tra.de depres
sion prevailing in the country as a consequence of the 
late Great European War (1914-1918) and its after effects; 

The.re has been an increase of 32'3 per cent in the 
population supported by sub-class IV (Transport), 
During the decade there has been a large increase in 
motor vehicles of all kinds, and transport by motor buses 
is becoming popular both in Bangalore and Mysore Cities 
and in the districts as well. The population supported 
by sub-class V (Trade) has increased by eleven per cent 
during the decade. There has been a decrease of nineteen 
per cent in sub-class VI (Public force). Under sub
class VII (Public Administration), the decrease has been 
20'6 per cent. Under sub-class VIII (Professions and 
Liberal Arts), there has been an increase of 19'1 per cent. 
Sub-class· IX (Persons ·living on their income) shows a 
decrease of 7'4 per cent. Sub-class X (Domestic Service) 
shows an increase of 23'6 per cent on the whole of the 
population supported by it. There has been a decrease 
of 22'4 per cent in the group of private ·grooms, coach
men, etc., owing to a corresponding increase in the 
number of persons supported by the group of persons 
connected with motor works.· Under sub-class XII 
(Unproductive), there is a decrease of 23'3 per cent in 

· the population supported by it. There have been decreases 
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especially under the groups of inmates of jails, etc., and 
beggars, etc. . 

In connection with the census operations of 1921, a Industrial 

special industrial census was taken in the State. It was Census. 

wider in its scope than the corresponding Census of 1911, 
when the minimum strength of an establishment qualify-
ing for inclusion in the census was fixed at 20. The · 
law relating to this Census is contained in the Mysere 
Census Regulation of 1920, sections 4 0) (d), 9 and 10. 
This Census did not include, as in 1911, cottage or 
family industries, where the work was carried on by the 
members of a family and the profit derived shared among 
themselves. The total number of industrial establish-
ments of all kinds censu_sed was "553, the most numerous 
of these being coffee estates, 238 in number. Other 
important industries are gold mining (5) and textile and 
coru:iected industries (53). The Coffee plantations are 
distributed mainly in the Kadur and Hassan Districts, 
while gold mining is confined to Kolar Gold Fields. 
The large cotton mills engaged in production on a 
large scale are situated in Bangalore City, while one is· 
in Mysore. Cotton ginning factories are in Chitaldrug 
district and the silk manufacturing establishments (reeling 
factories and silk farms) are located in Kolar, Bangalore 
and Mysore Districts. Thirteen of the seventeen tanneries 
enumerated are in the Bangalore District, two in Kolar, 
and one each in Tumkur and Mysore Districts. Rice 
mills are found in all districts except Tumkur. Of the 
553 establishments, 42 are owned by Government or 1 
local authorities, 61 by registered companies, and the rest 
by private individuals. Eighty establishments use 
electricity, 64 steam,' 30 oil, 8 gas, and 4 use water for 
'motive power. The bulk of the steam power is used in 
mining and textile industries as also in rice and in water 
works. The · ·553 industrial establishments employ 
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57,952 persons, of whom 402 are managers, 1,043 belong 
f.? the supervising and· technical staff, 1,171 are employed 
in clerical work, 14,140 are skilled workmen and the 
rest (41,136) are unskilled labourers. 

Among the castes which have kept up their so-called 
hereditary ~ccupations are the Vokkaligas, Tigalas, 
Panchalas, Neygi, Kunchitigas and Komatis. More 
than 50 per cent of the total strength in these castes 
engage in their ancestral calling. Some castes, like the 
Bedas, Besthas, U pparas, Kurabas and Madigas, are get
ting on more and more dissociated from their traditional 
calling, the percentage of workers following the specified 
calling being less than 10 per cent in each case. Some 
cast~s, like the Agasas, Devangas, Ganigas, and 
Holeyas are still dividing their strength fairly between 
their hereditary . occupations and others. Although the 
Lingayets are said to have no hereditary calling, the vast 
majority of them are agriculturists. It may be remarked 
that the number of workers in some of the castes is not 
insignificant when compared to male workers. The 
Panchamas (or depressed classes) consist of H0leya and 
Madiga castes, which consist of 650,453 and 281,227 
persons respectively. The total number of these castes 
is thus more than nine hundred thousand and forms a. 
little less than one-sixth of the total population of the State. 
The total number of actual workers (both male and female) 
among the Holeyas is 212,685 persons, each having on 
the average about two to three dependants. Similarly, the 
number of actual workers among the Madigas is 83,332, · 
who have each, on the average, two or three dependants. 
Of the actual workers among Holeyas, 34'5 per cent are 
village watchmen and agricultural labourers and 29· 5 
per cent cultivators of lands. Similarly, of the actual 
workers among Madigas, 37'5 per cent are cultivators of 
lands a.nd 33'4 per cent are field labourers . 

• 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

COMMERCE AND TRADE; 

THE land-locked position of Mysore, the mountain barriers 
which separate it from the surrounding countries on three 
sides, and the want of navigable rivers are factors that 
are likely to. exercise an unfavourable influence on the 
external trade of the State at all times. For many centuries 
the difficulties of transport considerably restricted the 
growth of tr_ade. ·There were not many highways and 
the cart tracks were impassable during the monsoon 
months. The absence of any settled Government for 
long periods rendered it ·possible fat bands of highway 
robbers to carry ·on their predatory practices with 
impunity. The great variations in the standards of cur
rency and weights and measures even in neighbouring 
districts and the existence of the numerous customs 
stations involved undue delay in the concluding of bar
gains and the transport of goods: 

With the advent of settled Government in the 
nineteenth century, the trade of the State receivedgreat 
stimulus as the several factors which had impeded its 
progress till then were gradually remedied. At present 
the inland trade of the State is carried partly by road and 
·partly by rail. The bulk of the foreign trade passes along 
the Railway system centring on Bangalore. All railway 
lines leading outside ·the State. are now being worked 
by the M. & S. M. Railway Company, Ltd., and at three 
places the lines cross the frontiers of the State, viz :-

(1) at Harihar iq the north-west, 
(2) between Doddakuragod and Hindupur in the north, 

and 
(3) at Bisa.natam in the east. 

' • 288 
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As M:ysore has no port of her own, her commodities 
for the overseas market are carried by rail to Madras, 
Bombay and M:ormugoa and by road to M:angalore for 
being shipped abroad from those places. 

The timely publication of the trade statistics of a. Trade 
. f t . t •t bl th G Statistics. country 1s o grea 1mpor ance as 1 ena es e ovem· 

ment and the people to gauge the economic position of 
the country. Prior to 1913 some information regarding 
the exports and imports of a few important articles of 
trade used to be periodically published in the Gazette but 
this information was neither exhaustive nor accurate a.nd 
no reliable conclusions could, therefore, be · based . ~n 
these statistics. After the formation of the Department 
of Industries and Commer~e, arrangements were made 
with the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway Com· 
pany to obtain accurate trade statistics. and to render 
them available to the public by the annual publication of 
a Review of the foreign rail-borne trade of the State. 
The quantities of the several commodities of trade are 
furnished by the Railway Company ~nd to the Department 
is entrusted the·assignment of their values. In t4;ase of 
goods which are usually sold by weight, the value furnished 
in the Review may be accepted !1-S accurate and in other 
cases the values are only estimates approximating to the 
real values. There is no agency for the collection of stati·. 
sties of the roa.d-bome trade between M:ysore and the ad-
joining places in British India. lt was only during 
1918-19 that an attempt was made to register the external 
trade by land through the agency of Ookads or outposts 
established on the principal highways leading outside the 
State. These Ookfl.ds1• nm'uberfug eight in all, were pri-
marily interested in preventing the unauthorised export of 
food grains from the State. With the removal of restric-
tions on these exports, the registration of trade passiu'g 
through the frontier roads came automatically.to an end. 

M. Gr. YOL. III. 19 
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The trade of the State before .the introduction of the 
metalled roads and railways must have been carried by 
the primitive country carts. In many parts of the 
country, where even cart tracks did not ·exist, pack animals 
were employed for transport purposes. Owing to the 
difficulties pf communication, trade in. early times was 
restricted to articles of comparatively· high value and 
small bulk, for which there was an undoubted demand 
from the richer classes. 

The Government established by the Vijayanagar 
Sovereigns encouraged the cultivation and manufacture 
of various· articles of conl.merce by the supply of seeds 
and the advance of preliminary expenses. Manufacture 
of opium was under the control of Government. Foreign 
merchants used to be invited to .settle in the coun"try. 
They were thus importing valuable ·goods from distant 
countries and sending abroad . the products of this 
country. 

The Commercial Regulations of Tipu Sultan were 
elaborated with' t.he view of making the sovereign the 
chief merchant in his domain; with this object in view, 

. the trade activities of the people were regulated in all 
directions. · First, all commercial intercourse with Euro
peans was viewed with great suspicion and both imports 
and exports were prohibited because· they would afford 
means to his enemies of getting secret information. 
Exports were prohibited as they resulted in a rise of local 
prices and impotts were forbidden because they impover
ished the people. A Board of nine Commissioners of 
Trade was set up with seventeen Foreign and thirty 
Home factories and minute· instructions were issued 
regulating exports and imports. Special monopolies were 
created for trade in tobacco, sandalwood, pepper, etc., 
and a law rwas passed making banking the monopoly of 
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Government." Though special measures were a.d.opted 
during_ this reign· to foster trade, 'yet as they all tended 
to pass the control over trade into the hands of Tipu and 
transfer to him all the profits, commercial enterprise 
suffered seriously, 

;,,·; 

For a long time even after the fall of Tipu, tliere was (c). After the 
· ' h d't' f t d Th fall of Tlpu no great Improvement m t e con 1 Ions o ra e. · e Sultan. 

customs system in 'vogue was very oppressive. It practi-
cally stifled all trade activities of the people. · There 'were 
161 J(attes or tolls· stations scattered all over the State 
and all goods paF.ising through them were subjected to the 
payment of duties:which fell into three classes, namely:-. 

(1) Sthalada.yam, i.e., duties on articles imported for con;: 
sumption in a place, ' · · · 

(2) :M:a.rgada.yam, i.e., duties on goods in transit; 'and 
(3) :Uamooladayam, i;.e., duties on goods exported to 

foreign countries. . 

Great was the confp.sion caused by the variations in 
the rates of duties levied from station to station. The 
farmers to whom the Government had rented the Kattea . 
were usually unscrupulous. The grant to certain mdivi· 
duals of privileges of entire or partial exemption from the 
payment of these harassing duties added to the existing 
confusion. Every trader had to submit to the necessity of 
purchasing the good will of the- sayer servants to avoid 
detention of his goods and the consequent loss of time 
and money. The foreign merchants were practically 
debarred from entering the country and in the absence 
of wholesome competition, the trade was monopolised by 
the customs contractors or' their servants and a. few 
traders who ha.dinfluence at the Court. 

On the assumption of the Government of the State in (d) Improve. 

l u·~1 th C · · · d b h C • menta after 
ou , e omm1ss1on appomte y t e ompany 1a:n. • 

recognised the supreme necessi\y of developing tlie tra.de 
M. Gr. VOL. III. 19•. 
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and the resources of the country. Its chief task lay not 
so much in the introduction of new reforms as in the 
removal of the flagrant abuses of power prevailing in the 
old system of transit duties·. Accordingly, the rules 
under which these duties were levied were expressed in 
simple terms so that every' one could understand them 

· easily and a beginning was made in the reduction of the 
number of articles subject to these duties. The enjoyment 
of concessions regarding the rates of duties payable were 
gradually done away with. In 1864, most of the duties 
levied on articles passing between Mysore and the adjacent 
districts in British India were removed. The trade was 
completely liberated from the sayer duties in 1879-80, 
when they were virtually abolished as State taxes and in 
their stead, Octroi duties were introduced for the benefit 
of the Municipal Towns. 

The Commission also undertook to improve the means 
of communication. Metalled Roads were constructed 
connecting :f3angalore with the head-quarter stations in 
the Districts and some of these roads were extended on 
all sides to the frontiers of the State, and became outlets 
for the road-borne traffic of the State. The duty of 
maintaining the branch lines of roads and of extending 
them was entrusted to the local Bodies. Much attention 
was also paid to the construction of railways. In 1864, 
the Bangalore branch railway wa.s opened connecting 
Barigalore with Madras and in 1882 the Bangalore
Mysore line was completed. The line from Bangalore to 
Gubbi was opened two years later and surveys and esti
mates were prepared for the extension of the line to 
Harihar and the work was entrusted to the M. & S. M. 
Railway, which executed it by August 1889. The intro
duction of the British Indian currency also tended to 
facilitate the development of trade. In the year 1913, 
arrangements were made for the construction of new 
railway lip.es to link different parts of the State with 
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the main lines. ·A two feet light railway was constructed 
between Bangalore and Chick·Ballapur and the line has 
been connected with' Bowringpet on the Broad Gauge 
through Srinivaspur, Chintamani and Kolar. A direct 
connection was effected between Mysore and Arsikere~ 
Chitaldrug was linked with the Bangalore-Harihar line 
at Chickjajw:. In order to provide a through conneCtion 
with Erode, the line from Nanjangud to Chamrajnagar 
was surveyed and some preli.n{inary work has been carried 
out. The Shimoga line is proposed to be extended to 
Arsalu with a view to connect it eventually with Bhatkal; 
To facilitate the working of the forests, nearly hundred 
miles of tramways have also been constructed. The 
District Boards have been empowered to raise a railway 
cess to enable them to' construct branch lines within 
the Districts. The development of 'motor t~affic has 
resulted in the introduction o~ a large number of buses 
for the conveyance of mail~ anJ passengers in several 
areas of the State not served by railways. 

The neighbouring Districts in British India to which the Description 

traffic of Mysore enters on leaving the frontiers of the r:.!ai:.reign 
· State are Dharwar, Bellary and Anantapur in the North, 

Cuddappah, North Arcot and Salem in the East, Coim
batore, Nilgiris and Malabar on the South, and Coorg, and 
North and South Canara in the West. It may be noted 
that the roB.4-borne trade is entirely of a local character and 
is chiefly such as takes place between areas lying close toone • 
another. It is only in a few places that it assumes a special 
importance. In the north, for example, through the frontiet 
road crossing the Tungabhadra, large quantities of raw 
cotton are brought into the , State for being ginned at 
Davangere. There is also a considerable trade in raw silk 
between Kollegal and the 'Mysore District in the South. 
The 'Vestern boundary of the State is crossed by a number 
of Ghat Roads through which, in certain seasons of the 

• 
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year, food grains, coffee and cardamom are exported and 
. salt, kerosine oil and manures are imported.· 

The total value of the external trade by land during 
1918-19, when the· Ookads in the frontiers were employed 
to register the traffic passing through them, was esti
mated at Rs. 2,63,93,000 arid the aggregate weight of 
the. imports . and exports of merchandise was regi1>tered 
at 50,30,390 local maunds (24'7lbs. each). The imports 
weighe~ 18'77· lakhs of· maunds and were valued at 
Rs. 88'74 lakhs. The chief articles were raw cotton, 
piece. goods; hides . and skins. r~w silk and grains and 
pulses. · The. total. weight . and value of the exports by 
roads amounted to 3,153 lakhs of :inaunds and Rs. 17 5.'22 
lakhs. The exports chiefly. consisted of. coffee, . grains, 
manu~es, silk, jaggery, piece-goods and areca-nut. 

The introduction of the. railway, and the increase in 
· the facilities ~or the development of trade, the spread of 
education, etc.~ have tended to. concentrate along the 
Railway System . the bulk of the foreign trade of the 
State. .'The total weight. of the merchandise, excluding 
treasure, transported by railway in 1901-02 was 101'66 
lakhs of Bengal • ma~nds (of 82 l lbs .. each) and the 
estimated value was .Rs. 670"63.lakhs. There was a steady 
expansion in the total vol~me of trade and also a rise in 
the total ':alu~ unt.il 1907-08 and the total weight a,nd 
total value of goods transported in tha.t year amounted 
to 139'03 lakhs of maunds and Rs. 865'73 lakhs. A 
shrinkage in. trade set· in from the next year onwards and 
the year. l911-f2 saw the volume .of trade reduced to 
93"73 lakhs :of maunds valued at Rs. 805'78 lakhs. But 
in about two years, there was a . complete recovery as 
the total trade in 1913-14 was registered at 1 65"26lakhs 
of maunds, valued at Rs. 1,220'34 lakhs. On the decla
ration of the great .European \Var, the usual course of 
trade. was greatly · interfered. with by the food control 
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operations and other measures necessary for the success
ful prosecution of the war. The average weight and value 
of the foreign trade for each of the years from 1914.J.5 
to 1919-20 were lfi9'76lakhs of maundsandRs.l,657·38 
lakhs. The period of prosperity which had set in during 
the close of the long war was not destined to last long. 
During the past two years, the foreign trade of the State 
has been passing through a period of acute depression. 

Table I given at the end of the chapter shows the Exports and 

quantities and values of both exports and imports of Imports. 

merchandise for each of the years from 1911-12 to 1921-22. 
To facilitate comparison, figures for 1901-02 and 1907-08 
are also given. · 

The exports showed ·a ste!J.dy expansion during the 
period 1901-08 and the three years that followed this 
period saw a great curtailment in the exports, the heaviest 
drop being in 1909-10. The total weight and value of 
the exports fell in that yea.r to 33'38 lakhs of maund11 
and Rs. 412'3llakhs from 62' 4 7 lakbs of maunds valued 
at Rs. 439·70 lakhs in 1907-08. After the good monsoon 
of 1911-12, exports in the year 1913-14 rose to 58'~6lakhs 
of maunds va.lued at Rs. 54 7'25 lakhs. But this recovery 
was arrested by the outbreak of the war. It was not till 
1916-17 that a complete recovery was possible as 69'00 _ 
lakhs of maunds were exported in that year valued at 
Rs. 172'28 lakhs. During the remaining period of the · 
war, there was a very heavy rise in prices due to several 
causes considered below. Though there was a diminution 
in the actual quantiti.e~ of goods exported, the aggregatle 
values began to mount high as shown from the figures for 
1919-20. The total weight of merchandise imported into 
the State in1901-02 was recorded at76'62lakhs ofmaunds, 
valued at Rs. 374'67lakhs. Owing to rise in prices of the 
imported goods, there was al) increase in the total value of 
the imports in 1908-09 to Rs. 482'21 lakhs, though the 
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total weight was only 79'65 lakhs of maunds. The imports · 
suffered a slight set _back for a few years afterwards and 
recovered by 1913-14 both in volume .and in value as 
merchandise of 1 07'03 .lakhs of maunds by weight were 
imported in that year valued at Rs. 673'Da lakhs. Due 
to a phenomenal rise in prices of foreign goods, the value 
of the imported goods rose very high during the war period 
from Rs. 658'27 lakhs in 1914-15 to nearly Rs.l,298'00 
lakhs in the year 1919-20. The average weight and value 
of imports fpr each year from 1914-15 to 1919-20 were 
105'66 lakhs of maunds valued at Rs. 930·11 lakhs, 

As agriculture is the main occupation of the people 
and as the success of agriculture depends on the seasonal 
rainfall, the volume of foreign trade in any particular year 
is governed by the seasonal condition prevailing in the 
previous year. The growth of trade in the last decade has 
tended towards particular localities specialising in the 
production of the more paying commercial crops, chiefly 
in oil-seeds, cotton, tobacco, sugar-cane, fruits and 
vegetables. Consequently, the area under food grains has 
shown a tendency to contract from 53 lakhs of acres in 
1914-15 to 51;55 lakhs of acres in 1921-22. The chief 
articles that figure prominently in the export trade are 
raw cotton, oil-seeds (including copra and cocoa-nuts) hides 
and skins (raw as well as lightly tanned), raw silk, areca
nut, jaggery, oil cakes and timber. As most of these are 
raw materials, fetching comparatively low prices, the 
people sustain a great economic loss which might have 
been avoided if :the raw materials had been used within 
the State. As shown by the figures of the recent Census, 
the population supported by agriculture·in 1921 came up 
to 4 7'46 lakhs of persons as against 42'05 lakhs in 1911. 
This unfortunate tendency of the people depending more 
and more on agriculture has been checked to some extent 
by the fresh impetus offered to the development of 
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industries in recent years. \Vith the increase in facilities 
offered to the unrestricted flow of imports, the volume 
of foreign goods received into the State has been steadily 
expanding from year to year and the number and vari_ety 
of imported goods have also been very large. An analysis. 
of the several articles of import trade has shown that the 
chief articles received by the State are cotton piece-goods. 
machinery and mill work, manufactured goods, rice, salt. 
sugar, coal and kerosine oil. Tools .and implements of 
iron are in great demand all over the country. Petty articles 
of domestic use or personal adornment as soaps, scents, 
foreign medicines, bicycles, watches, sewing machines. 
enamelled ware and sugar are being received in large 
quantities and the demand for them has been steadily 
increasing. The imports of finer varieties of foreign 
piece-goods have injuriouly affected the indigenous hand· 
loom weavers of cotton and woollen goods, who have more 
and more taken to the using of mill-spun yarn. The use of 
the kerosine oil for purposes of domestic illumination has 
taken the place of the vegetable oils and thus contri
buted to the exports in large quantities of oil-seeds till 
now consumed locally. 

With the outbreak of the European War, the usual Industrial 

channels of trade were rudely disturbed.· The necessity changes in 

f d.l . 1. f . d . . f h the State. o stea 1 y pursumg a po tcy o m ustnalisatwn o t e 
country was recognised by the Government and the 
Department of Industries and Commerce organised hi · 
1913 was entrusted with the arrangements to be made 
to fulfil that object. (See Volume III, Part II, Chapter IV, 
infra,). The hand-loom weaving industry which was 
languishing till then received the special attention of the 
Department. By the introduction of improved methods 
and more efficient appliances, the position of the hand-loom 
weavers has been conRiderably strengthened. The use 
of the mill-made yarn and the application of power for 
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purposes of weaving and the use of power looms in small 
factories, as at Bangalore, will enable the indust-ry to 

·withstand the competition from the mills. The exports 
of hand-woven goods to places outside the State have 
been steadily increasing of late. The erection of oil 
mills in important centres, as Bangalore, Davangere, etc., 
and the consequent increase in the export of oils and oil
cakes also deserves mention. In the case of sandalwood, 
~Government monopoly, large quantities of wood used 
to be exported before the war to foreign· countries, espe
cially to Germany. The erection of the Government 
Sandalwood Oil Factory in 1916 has dispensed with 
the necessity for this exportation and in its. place oil 
extracted therefrom is being sent out. In 1921-22, 
79,420 lbs. of oil were exported and the price- obtained 

· locally was Rs. 18'40 per pound. The successful work
ing of the Cauvery Power Scheme has enabled the State 
to do without large imports of coal. The power gene
rated at Sivasamudram is chiefly supplied to the Gold 
~fining Companies and the Cities of Bangalore and 
Mysore for lighting and industrial purposes. The seri
cultural industry in the State is also receiving the special 
attention of Government. A silk filature with 12 basins 
was installed last year at Mysore with a daily output of 
about 8 lbs. of silk. As an indication of the development 
of ·the sericultural industry in the State, it may be 
stated that the area under mulberry has shown a steady 
increase and the exports of the woven silk fabric are also 
of considerable value. The establishment of an additional 
cotton mill at Mysore . and -of an \Voollen Mill at 
Bangalore indicate that private capital and enterprise 
are readily forthcoming for industrial purposes. Among 

. other industrial improvements effected in recent years, 
mention may be made of the use of .machinery for agri
cultural purposes such as Irrigation, J aggery boiling, 
manufactm·e of bricks and tiles, rice milling, oil seeds 
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crushiri.g, etc. The imports of cheap iron and machinery 
and mill work have contributed to the progress made by 
the several industries in recent years. · The erection of 
the VI" Installation at Sivasamudr~, the< construction 
of a large reservoir at Krishna.rajasagara,_ the opening of 
a new Railway Line between Mysore and Arsikere and 
the erection of Distillation and Iton Works at Bhadravati 
are the· chief works financed by Government. These are 
all calculated to enhance considerably the productive 
capacity of t~e people in several directioi).s. . 

' ,•. 

. The chief features of the Foreign Trade· of the.: State Treasure, · 

"in treasure are .that the ·exports chietly c~nsist of go14 ~X:;~~!:.a~a 
bullion-the output of the Kolar Gold Mines-and the 
·import trade is mainly in silver bullion and Governmtmt 
rupees. Table II given at the end of the chapter fu:t;~ 
nishes the particulars of the. exports of gold bull1on and 
the net imports of silver and rupees for each of the year$ 
since 1913-14. . To facilitate comparison, the average 
figures for each year from 1901-02 to 1910-11 are also 
given. : , . 

It will be noted .. that there have been no imports of . 
gold as shown by .the raiL returns . excepting in· recent 
:rears. It has also not been .possible to ascertain tha 
quantities of gold bullion -brought · into the State as 
passengers' personal luggage or through the frontier 
roads. Government rupees are imported by rail by th~ 
Gold Mining Companies and by the Bangalore l3ran<;:h 
of the Imperial Bank. The imporl of silver. bullion into 
the State depends on the price of silver. Th.e hea1y 
imports of silver in 1914-15 and 1915-16 synchronised 
with the fall in the price of silver and when there was a · 
rise in price as a ~esult of scarcity of silver, the imports 
declined considerably. During 1921-22, there was a 
phenomenal increase in the imports of silver as the total 
value was estimated at 40·63 lakhs of rupees .. , 



Fluctuations 
in prices, 

Internal 
trade of the 
State. 

300 MYSORE GAZETTEER [CRAP. 

The changes in the level of prices can be studied by 
recourse to the method of index numbers. There do not 
exist reliable statistics to illustrate the variations in 
the general level of prices for any period prior to 1913-14. 
In 1914, arrangements were made to collect regularly 
the wholesale prices, obtaining in Bangalore, of 54 articles 
of general consumption. The prices of these commodi
ties in July 1914 are taken as representing 100 and are 
compared with the prices ruling in July of every subse
quent year. The commodities included are a large 
variety of articles, and are arranged under fine main groups 
such as food grains, oils and oil seeds, other food articles, 
t;extiles and others. Table III at the end of the chapter 
gives the total index numbers of each of these five main 
groups of articles for the month of July in each year 
after 19.14. The index numbers are unweighed, that is, 
each commodity is considered to be of equal importance 
in the general average. 

From the table, it will be seen that prices began to 
rise high during 1916-17 and the rate of rise was accele
rated during the succeeding three years by the combined 
action· of several factors, as scarcity of goods, shortage 
of waggons. and steamers, controlling operations neces
sitated by war, failure of monsoon, the influenza epidemic, 
the inflation of currency, etc. It was oniy in 1920-21 
that prices, began to show signs of a climb down. The 
general average level in July 1922 recorded a fall by 
about 24 points from the lev:el of 1919, but it still 
represented an increase by about 80 points over that of 
July 1924. 

Before the' advent of Railways·and metalled roads and 
the introduction of a uniform system of currency and 
weight.s and measures, trade in rural parts was of a local 

· character and was confined to a few articles in the pro
duction of which the State had natural facilities, such as 
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sandalwood, food grains, coffee, areca-nut, cotton and its 
fabrics, etc. The trade was carried on by small journey· 
men who used to frequent the neighbouring weekly 
markets and the annual jiitt·es in the adjacent districts. 
The goods were carried in the country carts and on pack 
animals or by head-loads as is being done even now in the 
hilly tracts. The prevailing medium of exchange in 
early days was grain. The labourers . and the· village 
artisans used to be paid in kind and even in large weekly, 
markets one kind .. of grain used to be exchanged for 
another. The people in the country as a whole estimated 
their wealth not so m11ch in cash or jewel~ras in grain and 
cattle. 'Vhen there was a famine or a. dearth of food
stuffs, the surplus grain, especially ragi, stored in the 
previous good years, was made use of and the pernicious 
effects of a temporary scarcity of corn were easily· averted •.. 

The season of jiUres and festivals coincided with the 
time of rest when there was no work to be done on the 
fields. Rmal people would seize these opportunities to 
bring those things which could not be had in ordinary 
weekly fairs. Business combined with pilgrimage to 
holy shrines or annual festivities resulted in the promotion 
of considerable trade on such occasions. Some of the 

• places ·which have been famous on account of a.. large 
volume of trade effected during jtUres. are Chunchan.: 
katte, Ghati-Subramanyam,,. Sravana-Belgola, Melkote, 
Sulekere, Naikanahatti, Sibi, Nandi, etc. At Chunchan
katte, a. cattle fair is annually held and the total number of 
cattle exhibited range from 5,000 to 10,000, most of which . 
are sold. Sravana-Belgola, a. Jain centre, specialisedj 
itself in the manufacture of brass and copper vessels of 
good quality. The weekly fairs held at· the Taluk head
quarter stations and othe;r large important villages also 
afforded facilities for small traders and travelling pedlars 
hawking cheap imported goods to do business with the 
rural population. Some of these weekly fairs, e:g., at . 
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Tiptur, Arsikere, ·etc.1 ·still attract. a large number of 
people for purposes of trade; · 

The I!;lajor portion of the trade as described above 
was liandled by' one' or the other of the chief commercial 
castes. · Lingaya;ts, · Banajigas, N agarthas, Vaisyas, etc .• 
are a·few of the·chief·castes whose main profession is trade 
and trade was often· .combined with agriculture or indus
tries. ·· The farmers in· rural areas were often traders in 
grain on a small scale. · As caste distinctions are no longer 
rigid and trade has ceased to be local in character, it is not 
necessary to mention. all: the castes and sub-castes to 
which individual traders:· of the present day belong; 
Mention may, however, be made ofthe foreign merchants 
who have been coming into the State in large numbers 
during·recent years as the Marwsris, · Multanis, Labbes, 
Nattukottai-Chetties, Mudaliars, etc. 

The trade iri. the interior parts of the State even now 
suffers under a large number 0f. middlemen who take 
away the major portion of the profits that should legiti
mately go to. the producers. In early days, they were 
the chief money lenders and dealers in grain, salt, 
clothes, etc. They used to purchase grain from the 
raiyats in small quantities· during the harvest season and 
store it for some time 'and sell the same when prices had 
gone up. It was not worth the while of the small 
farmer to take his produce to large markets at a distance. 

For want of . adequate banking facilities, the chief 
agricultural crops of the State are being moved with the 
aid of funds obtained from Bombay and Madras. A 
certain quantity of local capital is also employed but its 
volume is limited. Of the two leading money markets 
in the south of India, Bombay and Madras, the major 
portion of the funds is obtained from Bombay owing to 
the fact that money can be had there at cheaper rates. 
To finance trade properly what is required is money at . 
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low rates. of interest and discount which would enable 
the borrowers to engage in every kind of tAtde, whole
sale and ret1il, and to sell at prices which ,the public 
could afford to pay. Financial facilities of this nature 
are not yet avail:lble, but the establishment of the' Bank 
of l\Iysore, Ltd., nearly ten years ago, has effected some 
improvement in this direction. t1" .. 

The Bank of l\Iysore, Ltd., was opened for business ·at The Bank of 

I h . d Mysore Ltd. Eangalore on the 2nd October 1913. ts aut onse ' 
capital is Rs. 20,00,000 consisting of 20,000 shares· of 
Rs. 100 each, fully paid up. According to Balance Sheet • 
&hawing the affairs of the Bank as on the 31st December 
Hl~2, private deposits have risen to the extent of Rs. 89;14 
lakhs, besides the Government deposit of ten lakhs. In 
the shape of loans and discounts, the Bank has finn.nced 
the trade and commerce of the State to the extent of 
Rs. 106 lakhs. The Bank has opened branches at most of 
the important business centres in the State. The demand 
for banking facilities has been steadily increasing, but 
without additional resources at the disposal of the Bank, 
such demand cannot be met easily. 

There has been a steady increase in the number of Joint- Joint-Stock 

Stock Companies in the l::ltate. At the close of the year ~o~~a~:=~e. 
!S~H-95, the total number of Companies in the State 
excluding those incorporated in British India and foreign 
countries amounted to 92 and their aggregate nominal 
and paid-up capital amounted to Rs. 43,40,292 and 
Rs. 25,66, 7 42 respectively. Of those 92 Companies, 80 
were engaged in Banking business and the rest in Trade 
and Industries. At the close of the year 1921-22, there 
were in all101 Companies limited by shares and16 Compa-
nies limited by guarantee besides 23 Companies incor-
}l<)rated outside the ~Iysore State. The total authorised, 
~::>ubscribed and paid-up capital of all these, Companies 
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amounted toRs. 772,55,214,11, and 126'55 lakhs respec
tively. 

The following table furnishes the total number of 
Companies engaged in several kinds of business and the 
total pa.id:-up capital distributed betwee.n them:-

f.- Number Total paid-up 
Description of cay,ital in 

Companies akbs 

I. Banking, Loan and Insurance. 42 41'61 
II. Transit and Tra.nSPf'rt ... 2 7'02 

III. Trade and Manufacture ... . 35 12'84 
IV. Mills and Presses ... 8 53'24 
v. Mines a.nd Quarries ... 8 11'65 

VI. Others a.s Estates, Hotels, etc. 6 0'19 

Total ... 101 126'55 

· All the 16 Companies limited by guarantee are Agricul
tural Banks registered between 1895 and 1898 and the 
totalll.umber of members on their rolls amounted to 393. 
Of the 23 foreign Companies working here, 9 have been 
incorporated in British India and the rest outside India. 
To 24 persons in the State, the Government have granted 
certificates to audit the accounts of the Joint-Stock 
concerns in the State. 

The new Oompanies Regulation (VIII of 1917) came 
into force from the 1st July 1918. The chief features of 
the new Regulation are the legal recognition accorded to 
private Companies and the grant to the Registrar of Joint
Stock Companies :of vast executive powers with a view 
to safeguard the interests of the share-holders and to foster 
the growth -of Joint-Stock enterprise in the State. It 
will take some time before the Directors and Managers of 
the various Companies thoroughly understand all the 
provisions of, and the duties they have to perform under, 
~his new Regulation • . 
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TABLE I.-IMPORTS AND l'~XPORTS. 

Article 

llllPOBTS, 

1. Cement ... 
2. Coal and Coke ... 
a, Cotton ••. 
4. l'iece·gooda ••• 

cEuropean) 
5. Do (lndiaa). 
6. Drugs • ~ .• 
7. Rice ... 
8. Manufactures ... 
9. Wrougbtlron& 

Steel. 
10. M acbinery 
11. Kerosine Oil ••• 
u. s .. tt 
n. Refined Sugar ... 
14. Timber 
Hi. Wool, raw 
16. Matches 

27·75 
·'25 
·a~ 

•46 
•()03 

7·00 
1·2:9 

8 

18•18 
4•56 

20•78 

21!•07 
•15 

2A'66 
18'91 

19·67 
f.i•35 
929 
1'48 

4 

21·98 
'19 
•45 

•58 
•00 

5•00 
•67 

2'68 
6•41 

•98 
10•75 

·oo 

14'28 
4•09 

8068 

82•88 
2•08 

2897 
6•15 

120j 
1~'11 
789 

115•93 
•31 

6 

1'88 
•1!9 
'46 

•48 
00 

7•84 
'59 

3·10 
6'71 

•98 
892 

•()8 

7 

1:03 
6•88 

80•87 

28·61 
]•85 

88·24 
5•00 

15'48 
l2'b] 
8'95 

34"74 
1'28 

-------1---1---1---1 

Total ... f'~·E;08 148'95 49·~ 182·81 81'35 180'29 

.EXPORTS, 

1. Raw Cotton ... 
2. Twist and Yarn ... 

(Indian) 
S. Piece·goods 

(Indian) 
4, Tanning barks ... 
5. Oil-cakes ... 
6. Fresh Fruits ... 
'7. Cofiee ... 
8. Copra ... 
9. Graina and pulses. 

10. Skins, raw ... 
11. Unmattu.factured 

l..atber. 
12. Oil Reeds 
U. Ores, Metallic ... 
14. gilk, raw 
15. Silk Waste 
16. J l<f{~ery and 

17. T~b~~ sugar. ... 

Total 

----- ----:.:---1---lf----1-·--

'09 1'59 
•008 8•09 

•()24 1"13 

•77 1'47 

2'12 10'98 

8•66 24'59 
•76 29'07 
·sa 4361 

SfO 19·69 
·® •05 
'05 34•56 ... 

1'68 11•29 

16•53 
·s. 
•86 

5•10 
19•76 

·06 

8 67 

81'49 
6•26 

1•97 

8•61 

16•59 

50•44 
34•24 
5n~ 

81'49 
15'43 
48'17 

1!4•77 

•72 
•12 

'05 

1'61 

2•62 

10'49 
•86 
'50 

5·73 
8•81 

·C4 

1•65 

1'?·05 
4·98 

2•83 

4•83 

18•9'J 

29•49 
81•80 
81'79 

34•90 
6'61 

22•70 

12'99 

·04 •53 •10 1'18 'l!l l'IW 
1-----------·-

Ie·soo 1B1·.7o 53·Io 319"39 ll2·82 214'411 

M. Gr. YOL. III •. 20 
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TABLE I.-IMPORTS AND ExPORTS-(concld.) 

~ ~ m ] ~ ~ ~ 
~~ ~ ~~ ::; ~ ~ ~ ~] 
~! s ~1 s ai ~ ~~ 
~ d uj ~ ~ ui ~ ~ rD ~ ,; '" 

Article .s 
~- = ~- = ~- = ~- = ..:._ --·1--+--~--!1--.J.---1---1 

r---------~----~~d_11_9 __ 1_1_o_~lr-1-2-r-~-a_ 1 __ 1_4_ 1~ 
IMPORTS. 

1. Cement ... 
2. Coal and Coke ... 
11. Cotton ... 
4. Piece goods ... 

(European) 
q, Do (Indian). 
6. Drugs ... 
7. Rice . • •• 
8. Manufactures ... 
9. Wrought Iron & 

Steel. 

•17 1•14 '44 2·89 
:i4·e6 23·63 ss·sa ~5·62 

'41 10'0tl 48 33·25 
•59 43•89 '25 6fi'67 

'7 4 40'78 '81 ~12"18 
•JO 12·110 '15 6.,·fi2 

7'80 39•24 9'49 76'96 
1'01 24·()& 1'17 40•75 

'11:1 1'00 •58 7'64 

10. Macbiuerv ... ·02 •68 
20•41 
11•53 
ll'25 

21•97 
1:1-117 
2•09 

•}8 
1!'86 
7•16 

•98 
5'17 

•20 
·1a 

10•10 
27•39 
25 91 
13•68 
36·&7 

11. Kerosine Oil ... 11·64 
12. Salt ••• 6·83 
111. R~tined Sugar ... ·99 
14. Timber ... 6·86 
16. Wool, raw ... ·23 
16. Matches ... '10 

G'll 
4"68 

1'41 6•72 '76 33·82 
86 IH 42'49 2!1·88 89·28 

'62 24•77 •67 2J•23 
·oo 22·27 ··o7 1s·sa 
•96 215'-Y.I 1•17 3o4·2.~ 
•07 54•97 •11 97'!:1!1 

8'59 71!·sa u·a7 9a·2o 
1•06 ;1,4•13 '84 31"55 
4•66 58•08 .)•09 77•'d7 

1·oo 57'46 
S·9'J 37'44 
8•98 23·87 

'56 16'68 
6•55 46'79 

•22 4'41 
'18 6•94 

1·31 96·69 
4·30 40•91 
6•88 19"75 
·ss 16'49 

4'1:13 31i'27 
·19 3'60 
'20 l'l-59 

Total ... 62·58 264·04 64·63 664·02 75·~7 764·84 68·55 637·70 

1--·1----1----1---1-------
ExPORTS, 

1. Raw Cotton ... 1'87 33•93 1'39 99•00 1·79 71'86 •98 3:3"00 
•09 12•22 2. :!:wist and Yarn .. 

(Indian). 
8. Piece-goods ... 

(Indian). 
4. Tanning barks ... 
li. Oil-cakes ... 
6. Fr~>sh Fruits .•.. 
7. Coffee ... 
8. Copra ... 
9. Grains and pulses. 

10. Skins, raw ... 
11. "Cnmanufactured 

leather. 
12. Oil seeds 
1:1. Ores, Metallic ... 
14. Silk, raw 
16. Silk, Waste 
16. Jag~ery and 

refined sugar. 
17. ~obacco 

•JS 7·87 '20 22·44 ·13 16·91 

•09 4:9iJ 

1·68 6'72 
'25 ·611 

4•46 31•24 
•62 31•85 ... 

18·l) 79•82 
'72 23 15 
•45 27'30 

8'4.'1 40•82 
8•67 •68 
'05 31'73 

5'68 29'82 

2•10 
'211 

8'21 
'67 

l"r\7 
10'99 

·sa 
•76 

l:l-62 
•87 

30'53 
16•()6 
29•64 
00'48 
24•20 
70•69 

28•24 
s·oo 

50·90 
2•65 

37•21 

'30 78•40 

•62 
•61 

4•28 
•44 

2•0!J 
0·95 

'40 
•28 

5•89 
u·oo 

•03 
•06 

2•97 

2·~ 
2•27 

44'75 
)5•37 
51•67 
7•94 

15·78 
29·55 

45•43 
5'60 

37'19 
6•95 

62•00 

•85 92•69 

·88 
'58 

4'6J 
•40 

2·17 
1576 

•52 
31'00 

5•84 36•8!) 
4•00 8'25 
·os 77'04 
·H 5·9'2 

8·CO 42·76 

:J;,otal 

•14 2•38 0·34 11'55 •36 15'20 ·84 ~4 

... 4siiQ-p52·ss as·54 5lls·s9 32'14 514:5s 7o·7af5oo·e6 
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TABLE II-EXPORTS AND IMPORTS IN TREASURE. 

Year Ozs. in Rupees in 
lakbs. lakhs 

EXPORTS. 

Gold Bullion. 

1 1901-02 to 1910-11 (average). 4'94 304'40 
2 1913-14 ... ... ... 356'40 
3 1914-15 ... ... ... 360'11 
4 1915-16 ... ... ... 323'74 
5 1916-17 ... ... ... 319'39 
6-1917-18 ... ... 5'30 304'67. 
7 1918-19 ... ... 4'95 266'17 
8 1919-20 ... ... 4'87 266'92 
9 1920-21 ... . .. 4'58 278'44 

10 1921-22 - --- 4'20 294'97 ... . .. 
IMPORTS. 

Silver Coin (Government Rupees). 
1 1901-02 to 1910-11 (average). 14'09 37'87 
2 1913-14 ... . .. ... 63'33 
3 1914-15 ... ... ... 53'06 
4 1915-16 ... . .. ... 66'40 
5 1916-17 ... ... ... 78'02 
6 1917-18 ... ... 21'94 58'35 
1 1918-19 ... . .. 22'03 .58'59 
8 1919-20 ... .... 14.'96 39'78 
9 1920-21 ... ... 9'97 26'53 

10 1921-22 ... ... 12'28 32'65 --

IMPORTS. 

Silver BuUion. 
1 1901-02 to 1910-11 (average). 3'07 5'82 
2 1913-U. ... ... . .. 5'52 
3 1914:-15 ... ... 1- . .. 9'08 
4 1915-16 ... . .. ... 8'37 
5 1916-17 ... ... . .. lf66 
6 1917-18 ... ... 1'26 3'29 
7 1918-19 ... . .. '88 2'72 
8 1919-20 ... . .. ... ... 
9 1920-21 ... . ... '40 '99 

10 1921-22 ... ... 3'00 7'98 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 20·. 
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TABLE III-FLUCTUATIONS IN THE 

LEVEL OF PRICES • 

..d =:!: m .. 
" e 0 .. """' z z .. .s ..... 

"" 101 
~<0 Main Head ~ .. I» <t;IJ) 

.... ~ 'Ei3 '0 .... 

"' ""'"' "' "'"' s::"' 
a·~ -!'l': ....... ~ . .... ~ ~., ]!' t 3-3' .. 0 

., 
.8S (ijZ o,; ... o..., ... .... E-i < E-i < ------ ----,-1 II. 3 • 5 . 6 _7_ 

I 
1. Food grains and 9,ulses 8 800 803 100 8'23 JO:J 
II. Oils and Oil-see s ... 10 1000 998 100 1051! lO.S 
8. Other Food articles ... 15 1500 1486 99 1547 103 
4. Textiles ... 6 600 631l 89 641 107 
5. Others ... 15 1500 1719 115 1900 127 

General Average ... 64 5400 5538 103 5963 I 110 

.; .; .; 
0 0 0 z z z 
~~ ~<X> 101 

"'"' ]~ 
., ... .. ., .... 

"' Main Head §'o c"' c"' ...... "' ..... Ol) 

';!,e. I! ]!' I! -eo. !!! 
"' ~ 

.,_ ., 
""'~" 0~ ~ .... > o.!; I> 

< E-i < E-i < .. f---.'--
8 9 10 11 111 13 
1---- ------1-

1. Food grains and s,ulses 866 108 111211 153 1944 243 
II. Oils and Oil-see s ... 1138 114 1401 140 2341 '.B4 
3. Other Food articles ... 1746 116 1858 124 117111 181 
4. Textiles ... 9l'l 1511 1430 238 1323 1120 
5. Others ... 11134 1411 11345 156 2712 181 

Ueneral Average ... 6794 126 6257 153 110311 1104 

~ .,; .; 
0 0 

lZi z z 
H H,.. ~~ <1>0 

118-l "' 
~g! 

~ ]~ "' Main Head ..... tiD .s .... tiD 

:s-a 
.. ";_?;. -eo. .. .. ... ... 
"' "' .a-a "' I> +>l'f ... > o..., o..., ~ .... E-i < E-i < < --- ---------1----

u 15 16 17 18 19 

------
1. Food grains and d,ulses 1698 IIlli 1713 214 1451 181 
II. Oils and Oil-see a ... 11064 1106 1608 lfi1 1887 lf\9 
S. Other Food articles ... 2455 164 2358 Hi7 2548 170 
4. Textiles ... 1393 11811 11133 206 1840 22!:1 
6. Others ... 2470 166 2497 166 11495 166 

General Average •.. 10060 187 9409 174 9721 180 



vm] COMMERCE AND TRADE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY,· 

Reports of the Department of Industries and Commerce. 
Reports on Joint.stock Compauiee in Mysore. 
RicE'S Mvsore Gazetteer, Vol. I. (1897), 

309 



Regulation 
No. III of 
1906 and its 
object. 

CHAPTER IX. 

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES. 

SooN after the scheme of Agricultural Banks was aban
doned in 1905, Regulation No. III of 1905 was passed 
in June of that year for- providing for the constitution 
and control of Co-operative Societies in ::M:ysore having 
for their object :-

(a) the promotion of thrift and providence among the 
members, 

(b)· the attraction of capital and grant of credit to the 
members, . 

(c) the supply ~i raw material, seed or manure, 
(d)' the sale on behalf of the members of agricultural 

produce or of manufactured goods, · 
(e) the manufacture of goods or growth of produce by the 

' members co-operatively, 
(f) the purchase of food-stuffs, clothing or other articles of 

. consumption or of animals, implements or other stock required 
· in agriculture o:r; industrie~ and their retail sale to members, 

{g) the purchase of machinery and its use in common 
by members, . · 

( i) the carrying out or development by joint· action of 
agricultural or industrial improvements. 

This Regulation was based on the Co-operative Credit 
Societies Act X of 1904 of British India, but went much 
farther as it admitted of the formation of C<roperative 
SoCieties other than Credit Societies and of the Federa· 
tion of Co-operative Societies into Central Societies. 

These societies promised better results than the Agri
cultural Banks both as an educative agency and as 
promoting the material well-being of the raiyats and of 
the industrial classes. · 

310 
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The members of societies formed under this Regula
tion unitedly derive benefits which individually they 
cannot. There is no dis tine tion between the rich and 
the poor in a society and the criterion· for membership 
is a. man's character and not his property qualifica-
tions. · 

The above Regulation was amended by Regulation VII Amendment 
of the 

of 1918 in order to remedy certain defects brought to Regulation. 

light by the experience of the past twelve years. . 

The area. of operation of each society generally extends Area o_f 
. b operation. to one or two v11lages, ut where proper men are not 

avai~able for purposes of management, 3 to 5 villages 
are brought under the c9ntrol of only one society. 

The affairs of co-operative societies are managed by a. Management

Board of Directors elected at a general meeting. The · 
daily transactions are noted then and there and the 
affairs are made public leaving little or no room for fraud 
or any underhand dealings. They are constantly super-
vised and inspected by the Inspectors and higher officers-
attached to the Co-operative Department. • 

From its inception; the history of the co-operative General 

movement in Mysore has been one of steady progress as Progress. 

will be noticed from the following statement :-

Number Number Work in~ Total Reserve Yea.r of of Tran· 
Societies Members Capital &actions Fund 

I 
1905-06 ... 6 862 14,iU3 4,A5,606 13'1 
1906-<>7 ... 111 9,043 8,71,194 20,7~,413 . 9.649 
1916-16 ... 800 64,851 44,21.688 16fi,24,561 1,59,626 
1923-24 ... 1,~7 9:a,I!OS 87,44,946 272,40,951 11,8i,9Ql 

The Bangalore Central Co-operative Bank and the Co-operative 

Mysore Provincial Co-operatiTe Bank are the two principal ~r:!::ng 
Institutions. 



(1) The 
Bangalore 
Central 
Co-operative 
Bank, 

(2) The 
lrlysore 
Provincia.! 
Co-operative 
Bank. 
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central institutions for the financing of the co-operative 
movement in the State. 

The Bangalore Central Co-operative Bank which 
admits both individuals and co-operative societies as 
members wa~ started in December 1908, its object being 
not· only to finance the outlying co-operative societies 
but also offering them a safe and profitable investment 
for their reserve and surplus funds. It has an autho
rised share capital of Rs. 4,00,000 made up of 1,600 
shares of the value· of Rs. 250 each. The position of 
the Bank as it stood at the end of June 1924 is given 
below:-

Membership 
Loans gran ted 

and outstanding 
against 

Share Deposits 
Reserve 

Capital Fund 

Indivi- Indivi-
Societies dual Societies 

duals members 

633 161 8,00,771 8,4'.4,206 6,59,152 9,1!9,>389 1,07,500 

The Provincial Co-operative Bank was started in 
November 1915-

(i) for the purpose of financing, supervising and con
trolling the co-operative societies in the State and to take 
steps for the extension and consolidation of the co-operative 
movement in Mysore, · 

(ii) for arranging co-operative lectures and conferences, 
... (iii) for maintaining co-operative libraries, 

(iv) for publishing co-operative literature, 
(v) for organising a co-operative service for the benefit 

of persons who are working as office-bearers in societies, and 
(vi) for doing all such other acts as are incidental or 

conducive to the promotion of co-operation in Mysore. 

This institution also admits both individuals and 
co-operative societies as members but has made provision 
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for the elimination of individual membership in course 
of time. Unlike the Central Bank referred to abov.e, this 
Bank does not grant loans to individuals. . 

The Bank has an authorized share capital of Rs. 5,00,000 
made up of 5,000 shares of the value of Rs. 100 each. Of 
these, 3,500 are c:onfined· to co-operative societies in the 
State and the remaining 1,500 open to individuals. 

The position of the Bank as it stood at the end of 
1923-24 is given below:-

Membership 
Loans granted 

and outstandiug 
against 

Share Deposits Reserve 
Capital Fund 

hdi•i-1 s . . 
Indivi-

duals oc1et1es dual Societit• 
Members -

I 428 I 509 ,1,45,478 3,90,038 ... 4,78,815 35,957 

With a view to enable each of the above Banks to 
have its own separate and distinct sphere of operation 
and to devote itself to develop fully the field of investment 
and co-operative organization therein, the Government 
ordered in May 1916-

(1) that a cash credit of Rs. 50,000 be allowed to each 
Bank with interest at 3 per cent repayable in five years subject 
to certain conditions, and 

(2) that the Central Bank should deal with all applica
tions for loans proceeding from the Bangalore, Kolar and 
Chitaldrug Districts and the Provincial Bank with applica
tions from the other five districts. 

Neither of the banks has availed its~lf of the cash District 

credit sanctioned by Government. In 1912-13, smaller ~:~ir;'~nd 
Central Institutions known as Federal' Banking Unions Federal 

t t d 'th . . a· . t t I k :Banking were s ar e WI JUriS 1ct10n over one or wo a u s Unions. 

each with the object of supervising and financing co-ope-
rath·e societies in their jurisdiction. But as several of 



How the 
Societies are 
financed. 

Res nits 
achieved. 
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these did not progress well .with their limited area of 
operations, they were substituted by District Central 
Banks having operations over each District. There 
were five District Banks in all working in the Mysore, 
Hassan, Kadur, Shimoga and Chitaldrug Districts at the 
end of 1920-21. These were intended to serve as a link 
between the chief central institutions referred to above 
and the primary co-operative societies but it is now 
considered that they have not satisfactorily fulfilled 
their functions. 

The societies collect their own capital to a great extent 
by means of shares and deposits and wherever they 
cannot do this on an adequate scale, they obtain loans 
from District Banks and the two Central Banks referred 
to above. 

A great majority of the societies ~e banking and credit 
institutions ; but a beginning has been made in the 
development of agricultural and industrial co-operation 
with the co-ordination pf the Departments of Agriculture 
and Industries and Commerce. The following are the 
varieties of societies as ,they stood at the end of the 
year 1923-24 :-

Primary Agricultural Credit societies 
Primary Non-agricultural Credit societies 
Central Banks, Unions, etc. 
Societies for the supply of seed, agricultural 

implements and manure 
Societies for the sale of agricultural produce .. 
Societies for lift-irrigation 
Societies for dairy-farming 
Societies for weavers 
Societies for -sericulturists 
Societies for jaggery-boiling and rice-hulling 
Societies for the benefit of lacquer ware arti-

sans 

1.185. 
285 
18 

43 
3 
1 
1 

42 
4 
2 

1 
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Societies for Gudigars 
Societies for jewellers 
Societies for brass-makers 
Societies for shoe-makers 
Societies for oil-mongers 
Societies for mat~weavers 
Societies for rattan-weavers 
Societies f()r basket-makers 
Societies for home industries 

2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

·1 
1 
1 
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As ~ result of the new policy initiated by Government; 
that, wherever conditions are favourable, Agricultural 
Credit Societies should be made ~o undertake the work 
()f supplying seed, manure, agricultural implements, etc._, 
that are recommended by the Agricultlp'al Department 
as.useful to the raiyats, iL good beginning has been made
for the development of Agricultural co-operation. The 
societies are permitted to set apart and use a portion· of 
their Reserve Fund for developing this work. About 
110 societies are doing the work of supplying the 
members with good seed, manure, hnpiements, etc., and 
are popularising the usefulness of these articles among 
the agriculturists. Actively supported as it is by the 
Director of Agriculture, this branch of co-operative 
activity promises well for the future. 

The .weavers' societies are the chief among the Indus
trial Co-operative Societies in the State. There are 42 
societies w~th a working capital of Rs: 1,56,000 and a 
membership of 1,278. They are all doing business, chiefly 
()n the credit side at present. Proposals are under consi
deration to start a Central Co-operative Store in ordJr 
to purchase and supply the raw materials to all the 
weaver societies and also to find a sale for their finished 
articles. . 

The stores movement has made fairly good pro
gress in the State. TheJ"e are 82 stores societies working 
now and they are chiefly to be found in towns and cities. 
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These societies together sold goods to the extent of 10~ 
lakhs of rupees and made a profit of nearly 40,000 rupees 
during the year 1923-24. 

Apart from the purely co-operative part of their work, 
several societies showed a praiseworthy interest in 
developing the general well-being of the villages in which 
they are situated. The· formation and management of 
schools, opening of reading rooms and works of village 
improvement received strong support and encourage
ment from several co-operative societies. In times of 
epidemics and bad seasonal conditions like those through 
which the State passed in 1918-19, the societies actively 
engaged themselves in distributing medicines, food-stuffs, 
etc. To the flood relief fund many societies have contri
buted large sums for the help of the sufferers. 

Concessions The following privileges have been granted by the 
granted by G h . . 
Government. overnment to t e soCietles 

(a) The share or inter~st of· a .member in the capital of 
the~society is not liable to attachment f_or the money decree 
of a Civil Court. · 

(b) A society has prior~ty over other creditors to enforce 
its claim: 

(i) upon th~ crops or other agricultural produce of present or past 
members at any time within a year from the date when seed 
or manure wa~ advanced, or. money for their purchase was 
lent. 

(ii) upon any cattle, agrioultuml or industrial implements or raw 
material for manufactures, supplied by tho society or pur
chased in whole or in part with money lent by the society. 

(c) The societies are exempted from the payment of stamp 
duty and registration fees on their documents, and the settle
ment of disputes is done by arbitration. 

(d) Suits between societies and their members are 
decreed by the Registrar and the decrees are executed by 
the Deputy Commissioner. Until recently, no Court Fee was 
being levied but now the small fee of 25 per cent of the Court 
Fees levied by Civil Courts is levied on these suits. 
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(e) A sum of Rs. 35,000 from State funds for advance$ 
to weaver societies and another sum of Rs. 15,000 for 
financing some of the backward societies in their infant stages 
have beeu placed at the disposal of the Registrar. 

In addition to these sums, His Highness the Maharaja 
was graciously pleased at the time of the. inauguration 
of the movement, in 1905, to place at the disposal of 
the Registrar, a sum of Rs. 2,000 for advances, free ·of 
interest, to backward societies. 

I 

With a view to educate the members of co-operative Confe.-ences. 

societies in sound principles and methods of co-operation · 
and to afford to the Secretaries and other office-bearers 
an opportunity to exchange ideas with one another and 
to compare notes, Provincial, District, Taluk and Hobli 
ConferenceR are being held and suitable resolutions passed 
for the guidance of the societies. 

'With a view to serve as an incentive to good work hi S;Y~tem of. 

the co-operative field, His Highness the Yuvaraja <>f giVIng prlZes. 

M:ysore was graciously pleased to institute in 1918-19 a 
system of awarding prizei to co-operative societies. 
There are ten prizes, one for the best industrial society, 
one for the best agricultural society in the State, and 
the remaining eight, for the best credit co-operative 
society in each of the eight Districts. The prize for 
the best industrial society is in the name of His Highness 
the Maharaja. and the rest in that of His Highness the 
Yuvaraja. The prizes are in· the form of shields and a 
society owns a shield if it wins it in three consecuJ 
tive years. 

A Co-operative Committee was appointed in 1920 Co~itt~ on 

with the Hon'ble Mr. Lalubhai Samalda.s 1\fehta, c.I.E., co-operation, 

of Bombay, as Chairman to consider the progress of 
the movement in the State in all its stages, the . 
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organization, constitution, management, inspection and 
audit of societies and the development of non-credit forms 
of co-operation and suggest suitable measures for the 
future progress of the movement on sound lines. The 
Committee have, after a fairly ~detailed tour in all the 
Districts and examining a large number of witnesses, 
submitted , a report which is now under the considera-
tion of Government. · 

Work of the ' The following questions are actively engaging the 
Department. attention of the Department :- · 

(1) The formation and development of an Apex Bank . to 
finance the societies. 

(2) Development of a. co-operative Propaganda Institute. 
(3) Development of Agricultural and Industrial Co-ope

ration. 
(4) Development of Sericultural Co-operation. 
(5) Formation of a Central Co-operative Depot for the 

supply of yarn and raw ma.terials to weavers and for the sale 
of their manufactured articles. 

(6) Formation of sale societies for the sale of agricultural 
produce. 

(7) Formation of House-building Societies in the areas 
affected ·by the floods. 
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Brief history 
of roads and 
bridges in 
Mysore. 

Prior to 1881. 

CHAPTER X. 

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION. 

I. ~OADS AND .BRIDGES. 

Prior to 1800. 
THERE are a few bridges of singular construction 

·which belong to the period prior to 1800, such as those 
over the two arms of the Cauvery river as divided by 
the island of Sivasamudram and those ove~ the minor 
branches of the Cauvery at Seringapatam, the bridge 
over the Kabbani'river at Nanjangud, that at Betamangala 
on the old Kolar road, and five other small works of 
the same class within the fortifications of the ancient 
city of Nagar or Bednur. B1tt these, though doubtless 
of local value, formed no portion of a system of provin
cial communications. 

From Col. Green's report it appears that there 
existed in 1831 only three. roads in any way entitled to 
the app~llation, viz., the road from Naikneri to Mysore 
via Bangalore ; _ the road from Seringapatam to Sira 
and Bellary; and the road from Bangalore to Harihar; 
and all these were in a very indifferent state, having 
portions running through swamps, the passage of 
which would detain. the baggage of a regiment an entire 
day ; other places bore the appearance of water-courses 
with beds of river sand, the soil having been washed 
away far below the level of the surrounding country. 
The better order in which some few portions were 
preserved was in a great measure neutralized by the 
almost total absence of bridges, which, in a country 

320 
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like Mysore, situated between the two monsoons, was a. 
most serious inconvenience, and throughout the year 
kept the progress of the merchant . or the traveller 
perpetually liable to interruption. It was no uncommon 
thing for a. regiment, or even the postal runners to be 
detained for several days at a channel not. 16 miles 
from Bangalore, and there were several · other such 
impediments in different places on the · three roads, 
where lives were annually lost to a considerable 
extent. · 

There was not, at the ·time of the assumption of the 
country by the British in 1831, a. single pass through 
the \Vestem Ghats practicable for cattle with loads. 
At .the Agumbi Pass, in the Nagar country, which was 
the most frequented., it was usual to carry everything 
of value on coolies, the hire for which Wf!.S half a rupee 
per bulloc~ load. Thus, when the bales exceeded the 
number of porters, who were a peculiar caste of men 
of a limited number, or when the la.tter were away at · 
festivals, it was not an extraordinary' thing for a 
merchant to be detained at the ghat ten days or 8. 
fortnight before his turn came or there were means 
available by which his goods mig~t pass the ghat. The 

· approach_..W the head of the pass was marked by lame 
cattle, bleeding and bruised, with ~orns broken ·off in 
scrambling about the stones on the pass, while the 
atmosphere was tainted with the effiuvia of the carcasses 
of bullocks which, taxed beyond their strength, had 
perished by the way. 

During' 1831-56, a sum of 281 lakhs .was spent on Duringthe 
~.J Th d t t d t th' · d t n1 Commis!ion: roli!Us. ~ roa s cons rue e a 18 per10 no o y (Froru 1831 b 

connected all head-quarter stations with Bangalore, 1856). 

but also some of them were through lines extending 
on all sides to the frontiers of the State. Altogether 
l ,597 miles of road, with 309 bridges and l ,998 ·drains, 

M. Gr. YOL. III, • 21 
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were cor::.structed in the State after the transfer of 
Government and before a regular· Department of Public 
"\Yorks was organized. 

Und~rth? The expenditure under communications. was incurred 
Public Works . I . h . h . . 
Department. mam y e1t er m t e · constructiOn of new roads or m 

rectifying and improving old ones· as well as in the 
·construction of large bridges. In 1875-76, there were 
1,552 miles of road maintained by the department at 

· an expenditure of about three lakhs, and at the rate on an 
average of Rs. ·193 per mile, including the travellers' 
bungalows and inspection lodges.~. The two new ghats, 
viz., the. Bund and Haidarghar; were tnost important 
additions to the provincial c.ommunications, and com
pleted ' six outlets for cart traffic .. between Mysore 
and the Western Coast. These ·six were the follow
ing:-

(1) Kallur ghat road, (2) Agumbi ghat road, 
(3) Manjarabad ghat road, (4) Bisleghat road, 
(5) Bundghat road, and (6) Uaidarghar ghat road. 

The last was laid out· at easier gradients tlian any 
other. . It stands in direct connection with a net work 
of roads designed to open out the whole of the Nagar 
Malnad. This tract of country, so rich and fertile in 
its supari gardens, was most difficult of access, and 
presented 

1
a serious harrier to all communications with 

the coast. Opened by these lines, the whole State to 
its remotest comer is in communication with the 
Western Coast. 

The construction of numerous bridges also devolved 
on the Public \Vorks Department, in ·connection with 
both the old and the new lines. The~e are so numerous 
that only the very largest need here be mentioned, 
from among those which have been constructed since 
1856. : ' 
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Subjoined are particular:; concerning four such 
works:-

Materials Number D•WI Sl. Name of Over wbat On what of con- ~nddimen- of Cost .So. work river road struction sions of com .. 
spans pletion 

- ---
1 Harihar Thunaa- Bang• lore Stone a.nd 14 e11!pl- 1,868 

R•. 
3.48.006 

bridge. bbadra.. to Dhar- brick. ca.lspans. 
war. 00 feet - each. 

2 Sakleopur Hemii,·ati Bo.ngalore Iron ... 4 spans, 1,870 1,94,600 . 
bridge. to :Mo.n- la.ttice 

.:alore girder• • 
120 each 
on C)'lill· 
ders. 

3 Shimoaa Tunsa. ... B~tngalore Brick . .. 16 arches 1,859 1,07,538 
bridge. to Hon- of 50 feet 

n&wa.r. spo.n 
ea.ch. 

4 Benkipur Hhadra ... do. ... Brick ... 13 a.rches 1860 V4,907 
tnow of 50 feet 
Bhadra,. span 
v .. til each. 
bridge, 

The most important of the roads newly opened after 
· the Rendition were the Sagar.I\f:~.lnad road in . the 

Shimoga District and the Bababudan Hill road in the 
Kadur District to a length of 61 and 45 miles at a cost 
of Rs. 2,32,000 and Rs. 1,17,000 respectively. Exten• 
sire improvements were carried out to the :Mysore
~!anantoddy road in the :Mysore District and the Bisle
ghat road in the Hassan District at an aggregate cost of 
Rs. 2,96,000. For the accommodation and convenience 
of the travelling public, over 125 new buildings, such as 
travellers' bungalows, inspection lodges, musafirkhanast 
chattrams and chtlvadies were constructed. 

After the 
Rendition, 

'Vith the introduction and extension . of the railway Influence of 

system, it has become more and more necessary to build ~~~;ays on · 

roads in a direction which will enable them to feed construction. 

rather than compete with the :oewer means of communi· 
cation ; and the demand for metalled roads and bridges 
which would give access to the railway line at all times 

ll. Gr. VOL. III. • 21• . 
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of the ye::tr is also increasing. On the whole, the 
influence of railways has been in the direction of 
stimulating progress in road construction and developing 
traffic. 

Another great factor in stimulating construction and 
up-keep of roads has been the extension of Local Self
Government. Each district is provided with District 
and Taluk Boards and Municipalities whose primary 
duty it is to apply the funds at their disposal , t:o the 
maintenance and improvement of local communications. 

The increasing revenue derived since 1862 from 
District Local Funds enabled the transfer to that head 
of the maintenance of subordinate lines of road (main
tained by the Public Works Department) besides providing 
the means of extending cross roads ; including the 
transferred lines of road, ,'there . we~e, at the. end of 
1875-76, an aggregate of 2,243 miles 'for which main
tenance. allowances were provided out of .District Funds. 
During the first few years, while there existed inadequate 
means for laying out roads of this class, framing the 
estimates and subsequently executing the work, the 
results were in many respects unsatisfactory; but arrange
ments were made for entrusting the designs and setting 
out of the work to executive officers, while the work was 
carried into execution by local agency, under the Revenue 
Officers. The Public "Works Department, moreover, 
con&truct all bridges over 20 feet span on District Fund 
roads. 

Mysore has a system of magnificent roads, State as 
well as Local, intersecting the country in all directions 
and forming its centres of commerce and communications. 
Trunk roads run through all the district head-quarters 
to the frontiers of the State connecting the east coast 
and adjoining British Districts by way of the tableland . 
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with the west coast. Besides the construction of new. 
roads, improv.ements in the alignment of old ones, 
provision of bridges across rivers, and other measures to 
ensure free transit have been continuously carried out. 
A good system of local roads radiates from each district 
head-quarters to all parts of the districts. Much atten
tion has also been paid to improving the Ghat roads 
through the passes in the mountains to · the west .. ·. 
As railways have extended, feeder roads have been made 
in those parts where none existed. 

Roads are at present classified as State Fund roads Classification 

and District Fund roads according as the funds for of roade, 

construction or maintenance are allotted from the 8tate 
or District Board revenues. These are further classified 
as metalled and gravelled according as the surface is 
treated with metal or graveL 

In 1891, there were 1,730 'miles of State Fund roads Maintenance, 

and 3,113 miles of District Fund roads.' In 1904, the oost, etc. 

figures were 1,927 miles of State Fund. roads and 3,502 
miles of the District Fund roads; in 1919, the figures 
were 2,003 miles of State Fund roads costing for up-keep 
an average of Rs. 249 per mile ; and 3,505 miles of 
District Fund roads, maintained at an average cost of 
Rs. 84 per mile. In 1923-24, the total length of 2,061 
miles .. of State roads was maintained, of which 1 ,613 
miles were metalled. The average cost of maintaining 
the roads worked to Rs. 263! per mile. For the main-
tenance of State Fund roads, allotments ranging from I 
.Rs. 100 toRs. 600 per mile ha.ve been allowed according 
to the importance and nature of traffic on the road. 
Similarly for District Fund roads, the grants vary from 

· Hs. 30 to Rs. 250 per mile. Whenever special repairs 
are needed urgently, special allotments are made from 
time to time and the improvements carried out. The . 
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maintenance of all important roads in the State is 
systematically attended to by the subordinate establish
ment of t)l.e Public. \Vorks Department under the 
guidance and periodical inspections of Sub-Divisional 
and Engineer Officers. 

The total cost incurred towards the maintenance of 
State Fund roads during 1923-24 was over Rs. 6 lakhs 
and towards District Fund roads, over Rs. 3 lakhs every 
year as may be seen from the statement ·given at the 
end of the chapter. .Owing to the rise in wage~ and 
in the prices of materials, to scarcity of labour in some 
parts and the damage done to bridges by the motor 
buses, the question of the adequate maintenance of roads 
has become a difficult one. Proposals for effecting 
improvements in road maintenance have been recently 
sanctioned by Government. 

To provide for .the regulation and control of public 
conveyances,. Government in 1911 passed a Regulation 
called . " The Mysore Public Conveyances Regulation" 
(No VII of 1911). Power to apply this Regulation to 
any municipality and to make rules for areas outside 
municipalities is vested in Government under· Sections 
4 and 5 of the Regulation. · Any breach of rule under 
this Regulation is. punishable with fine which may 
extend· to fifty rupees. In June 1914, . Government 
framed rules under Section 5 of this Regulation. for 
the control and inspection of public conveyances in 
Mysore. The rules have already been extended to 
certain roads and to the toV.·ns and villages adjacent 
to these roads in all the districts. 

To regulate the use of . motor vehicles in Mysore, 
Government in 1913 passed a .Regulation called " The 
Mysore Motor Vehicles. Regulation" (No. IV of 1913). 
Under this~ Regulation, no person is allowed to drive 
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a. motor vehicle on a. public road or thoroughfare unless 
it has been registered and without a license obtained 
from the authority authorised· to issue the . same. 
Power to make rules under this Regulation is vested ' 
in Government under section · 9 of the' Regulation. 
Any person committing a. breach under this Regulation 
or of any rule made under Section 9 is liable, on con
viction, to a. fine which may extend to fifty rupees or 
in the case of a. second or subsequent conviction, to a 
fine of one hundred rupees. 

The following is a statement showinQ\the number of Statistical 

miles, cost of maintenance, etc:; of· the-· several roa;ds in· ~~~;~~tement 
the State :- of tbe several 

- .. 

State Fund roads 

District 
No. Co!lt of Average 
of main ten- oosJ..reer 

miles anoe m1 e 

1 !I 3 4 

Rs. Rs. 

Bangalonl ... . 215 84,000 ... , 
Kolar ... !1111 . 44,000 . ... 
Tnmkur ... 11!9 80,000 ... 
Chitaldrng ... i20 85,000 ... 
Mysore ... 386 1,46,100 . ... 
Hassan ... 1911 . 40,000 ... 
Shimoga ... 283t 65,000 -· 
Kadur ... 31lf.J 70,000 ... 

Rs. 250 
2,1l'l31. 6,04,100 per mile 

DistricU'und roads 

No. Cost of Ave~~ 
of main ten- oostJ;et 

miles a nee me 

6 '6. '1· 

"Rs. Rs • 

. 4541 61,81!1 ... 
39~1 IJ6.8'7~ ... 
6111 81,42.6 .. . 
!17Si; 11,476 .. . 
65li 68,!113 ... 
4391:\ . 39,690 ... 
427 85,440 ... 
810/.t; 23,345· . .. 

Rs. 84 
11,5011 3,04,97-J ~ermile 

roads in the 
State. 
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Of the nuii,lerous bridges constructed after the Rendi
tion, the_ following are the important ones:-

N arne of bridge 

1 Belur bridge ... 
2 Balehonnur bridge ... 
3 Hariharpur bridge ..• 
4 Yedatore bridge ... 
5 Hole•N·arsipur bridge 
6 Anjur bridge ... 
7 Honnali bridge 
8 Lakshmantirtha 

bridge. 

Where constructed 

Across the Yagachi ••. 
do , Bhadra ... 
do Thunga •.. 
do Cauvery ... 
do Hemavati. 
do do ... 
do Tungabhadra 
do Lakshman-

tirtha. 

Cost 

Rs. 
1,87,000 
1,71,000 
1,52,000 
1,06,000 
1,18,000 

88,000 
3,28,408 

98,839 

II. RAILWAYS INCLUDING TRAMWAYS AND 
WATERWAYS. 

In Sir Mark Cubbon's Ad1ninistration Report of 
1854-55 to 1855-56, under the heading 'Rail-roads,' the 
following passage occurs :-

" Colonel Green observes, ~ nothing of this sort has yet 
been commenced in Mysore. A branch to connect Mysore with 
the Madras and Calicut line had been conditionally sanctioned 
to be undertaken after the completion of the latter. But in the 
meantime, the Madras Railroad Company have been invited 
to undertake the Madras and Bellary line, so that the Bangalore 
Branch to the Eastern Coast bas been indefinitely postponed.' 
The Commissioner concurs with the Chief Engineer in regret-. 
ting that this course has been taken, for the opening of the 
short line from Madras to Arcot has been already attended 
with an enlivening effect on the trade of Mysore. Bangalore 
too with its. 162,000 inhabitants, its considerable European 
population, its importance as a military station, its fine climate, 
the yearly increasing value of its productions, and its situation 
as the centre of a high tableland exactly half way between 
two coasts of the peninsula, seems in every way to claim 
attention as a point of railway communication. It is believed 
that these sentiments are fully concurred in by the Madras 
Government." 
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The first railway to be constructe<l in this State was 
the broad gauge section of tlie Madras-Bangalore line 
lying in the Mysore territory and this was opened. for 
public traffic in August l864 during the administration 
of Mr. L. B. Bosvring, C.S.I. This line was constructed 
by the late Madras Railway -Company, under the old 
guarantee terms of the Government of India. The l\Iysore. 
State provided the land required for the line, but had no 
financial interest in it. But fifty-five miles extending 
from Bangalore to Bisanattam are within the limits of 
the State, Kamasandra being the last Railway Station. 
It joins the Madras main south-west line at J alarpet. 

In the year 1863-64, the survey of a line between 
Bangalore and Tumkur was made. But Railway construe-. 
tion by State Agency was first thought of about the year 
1871 and the construction of the Bangalore-Mysore line 
was actually taken up in 1877-78: The earthwork between 
Bangalore and Charuiapatna was, more .or less, com .. 
m"enced as a measure of famine relief in 1877-78. The· 
first section of three miles, between the . Bangalore 

·Cantonment and Petta, was for the broad gauge, while the 
metre gauge was adopted for the line between Bangalore 
Petta and Mysore, a distance of about 86 miles. In 
June 1879, the complete project was sanctioned by the 
Government of India at an estimated cost of 38"82 lakhs. 
In October 1880, the Petta extension was by agreement 
transferred to the Madras Railway Company who took it 
over up to formation level, free of c«;>st, to complete and 
work it as a portion of their system. The section from 
Bangalore to Channapatna, 35 miles, was opened to tra~ 
on I st Febuary 1881 and by the date of the Rendition, the 
25th March, a further length of 23 .miles was opened, 
as far as Mandya. 

The work progressed and the Bangalore-Mysore line After ~he 
of metre gauge was completed and opened in February Rendition. 
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1882. The whole line was"' constructed almost entirely 
out of current revenues. 

In October 1882, the construction of the Bangalore~ 
Harihar line, also of metre gauge,. was taken up .and the 
section' from Bangalore to Tumkur, a distance of 43 miles, 
was completed and opened for traffic in August 1884, a 
loan of Rs. 20 lakhs at 5 per cent interest having been 
raised for the purpose .. The line was shortly after extended 
to Gubbi, 11 miles distant from Tumkur, and opened in 
1884. Surveys and estimates for extending the line to 
the frontier at Harihar were also prepared, but the ·con~ 
struction work was interrupted for a time owing to 
financial pressure, chiefly brought on by the famine debt 
of Rs. 80 lakhs. On the advice of the British Government, 
it was decided to hand over the construction to the Southern 
Mahratta Railway Company, to whom the open line of 
140 miles was hypothecated for the amount of its cost to 
be worked by. them on terms similar to ·those in force 
with regard to the Deccan Railways. The transfer was 
effected on the 1st July 1886. The contract concluded 
by the Secretary of State, acting on behalf of Mysore, 
was to be in force for forty-six years. The Company, under 
his guarantee of interest at 4 per cent, payable by 1\fysore, 
raised a loan of.£ 1,200,000 which at a premium of 2 per 
cent realized .£ 1,224,000. Out of Rs. 16,382,801, the 
equivalent in Indian currency, the sum of Rs. 6,860,508 
was paid to Mysore for the actual outlay on the Mysore· 
Gubbi line, and the balance, or such portion as was 
necessary, not to exceed 80 lakhs, was to be devoted to 
the extension of the line to Haribar, 156 miles. The 
whole line from-Mysore to Haribar, 29& miles, was to be 
worked by the Company as a separate system, distinct from 
their railways in British India, the cost of management 
being apportioned .according to their respective gross 
earnings. Out of the net earnings of the Mysore line, the 
Company were to retain one-fourth, and pay three-fourths . 
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to 1\Iysore. From the balance of net' earnings, the State 
had to meet the interest on the sterling loan of £1,200,000 
amounting to nearly Rs. 7,20,000 per annum. The other 
metre gauge branch lines were worked by the. Company 
for actual working expenses, based on proportionate gross 
earnings, without claiming any share of the net earnings. 
The Kolar Gold :Fields Railway was worked by the Madras 
Railway Company under the same terms. Up to the year 
1907-08, the net result of the working of these lines was 
a loss of Rs. 65.lakhs to the State. · 

1\Ieanwhile, the advantage of Railway connection to 
other important places had not been lost· sight. of. 
Between the years 1890 and 1899, the metre gauge line 
from Yesvantpur to l)od Kurugod, the broad gauge 
sectiori known as the Kolar Gold Fields Railways, extend
ing from Bowringpet to Marikuppam, and the metre gauge 
line from Birur to Shimoga were all constructed by' the
State. The details of mileage, cost, etc., relating t9 
them are as follows :-

No., . N arne of Line Miles Cost • Year of 
opening 

Yesva~tpur-Mysore 
Rs. 

1 51'3fi 22,23,968 1892-93 
frontier. 

2 Kolar Gold Fields 9'88 6,37,204. 1894 
Railways. '. .. 

3 Birur-Shimoga 37'92 22,94,457 1899 
Railway. 

A short length of 15 miles to Nanjangud was constructed, 
by the Southern M:ahrata Railway Company and opened 
for traffic iri 1891. The cost of the line, Rs. 6,18,552, was 
met from the current revenues of the State. 

In order to liquidate the Southern M:ahratta Railway 
Company's loan, an arrangement was come to with the · 
Government of India in the year 1900, by which a sum of 
Bs. 50,81,500 was paid to that Go~ernment. This sum, . 
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with the interest accruing on it, will amount to more than 
the loan of Rs. 1,63,82,801, by the year 1936, when it is 
redeemable on the reformation of the Southern 1\Iahratta 
Railway Company. The original contract with it was 
revised and a supplementary. one entered into with the 
Madras·and Southern Mahratta Railway Company under 
date 26th June 1908. The modifications made in the 
?riginal agreement were :- · 

(1) Currency of the contract to be for a period of 30 years 
from December 1907; 

(2) The Company t9 get working expenses plus one
twentieth share of net earnings, besides interest at 4 per cent 
on the original loan of £ 1,200,000 and the State to receive 
interest on the further capital found by them subsequent to 
31st December 1907 for expenditure on open lines; and 

, (3) The terms for working the branch lines to be the 
same as for the main line. This portion of the contract is 
terminable at six months' notice on either side. 

The line from Nanjangud was extended to Nanjangud 
Town (a distance of 0'76 miles) and opened for traffic on 
12th July 1899. In the same year, the Metre Gauge line 
from Birur to Shimoga (37'12 miles) was constructed by 
the State and opened for traffic on 1st December 1899 . 

. There was, however, a lull in Railway activity in the 
decennium, 1900-1910. From 1911 the question was again 
taken up, a vigorous railway programme definitely adopted 
and a new State Railway Construction Department also 
organised in June 1~12. Bowringpet was connected with 
Kolar in 1913 by means of a Railway line 2' -6" in gauge, 
which was :fii:tanced by the Kolar District Board. The 
Bangalore-Chickballapur Light Railway, for. constructing 
which a private Company had been floated previously but 
which could not proceed to construction, despite Govern
ment guaranteeing an interest of 4 per cent on the capital 
cost, was next taken up by the State under agreement with .. . 
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the Company. Surveys for this line had been carried out 
and the sanction of the Government of India to the project 
had been received in 1Q09. The section from Chickballa
pur to Yelahanka was opened in 1915 and through running 
to Bangalore City by means of a third rail between 
Yehhanka and Yesvantapur was established in 1918. The 
question of linking up these two sections by a line running 
from Kolar to Chickballapur, 'a distance of 55 miles, had in 
the meantime been discussed with the Kolar District 
Board and the line was completed in November 1916.
Side by side with this activity on aided Railways, work on 
the principal State line from Mysore to Arsikere, which 
had long been in contemplation, was \aken on hand, and 
in 1918 the metre gauge line running from M:ysore to 
Arsikere, a distance of 103 miles, and crossing the three 
large rivers, viz., the Lakshmantirtha, the Cauvery and 
the Hemavati, was: completed at a total cost of 
Rs. 82,39,944. 

In October 1919, the working and maintenance of the 
Bangalore-1\fysore-Nanjangud and the Birur-Shimoga 
sections, which had till then vested in the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway Company, was resumed by 
the State Railway Department. In 1921, the Chickjajur
Chitaldrug metre gauge line (21 miles), partly financed by 
the District Board, was also completed. 

Besides these railways, there are tramways, 2' -Q" in Tr,mwe.ys. 

gauge, which comprise 36 miles, owned and worked by 
the State, known as the Tarikere-N arasimharajpur 
Tramway and its branch the Tadasa-Hebbe Tramwaj 
chiefly for transport of forest produce and also for general 
traffic on '.('arikere-N arasimharajpur Tramway and of 
another 30 miles between Shimoga and Kumsi ovi'Iled and 
worked by the Workington Iron Rteel Co., Ltd., for carrying 
the manganese ore in addition to 44 ·3 miles of Tramway 
connected with Bhadravati Iron \Vorks completed at a 
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cost of Rs. 43,10,153 to facilitate the supply of fuel and 
Iron ore. The tramway between Shimoga and Kumsi, 
though a private line, is subject to the control of Govern
ment in the matter of types of rolling stock used and the 
tools charged. 

Construction work was begun on the Shimoga-Arasalu 
and Nanjangud-Chamarajnagar sections and earthwork 
was also nearing completion on the former line, but further 
work on both of these lines had to be stopped for the time 
being in 1921 on acoount of financial stringency,' with a 
view to.develop the lines already opened for traffic. During 
th~ year 1923-24, the scheme for the construction of the 
Nanjangud-Ghamarajnagar section progressed favourably. 
The District Board of Mysore was permitted to raise a 
debenture loan of Rs. 8 lakhs at 7 per cent during the year 
an~ as it has already accumulated by means of the Railway 
Cess Rs. 4 lakhs, and the estimated cost of the line is only 
Rs. 12 lakhs, there is good prospect of the construction of 
this remunerative and important addition to the State 
Railways being recommenced during the current year 
(1924-25). 

Progress up • Thus, on the 30th June 1923, the State owned~ in its 
~~:a~th ~ne own right, 9'88 miles of railway (Broad Gauge), 525'2 

miles (Metre Gauge) and 36·2 miles of Tramways and had 
part ownership and powers of management over 102·2 
miles of 2' -6" gauge railway. There was also a private 
owned tramway of 30 miles in the Shimoga District. Out 
of the State-owned lines, the 9·88 miles. of Broad Gauge 
and 261'6 miles of Metre Gauge are worked by the Madras 
and Southern l\Iahratta Railway on behalf of the State. 
The total capital outlay on all the lines except the private 
·Tramway was Rs. ~,74,22,733lakhs including the sum of 
Rs. 1,63,82,801 being the proceeds of the sterling loan 
raised by the late Southern Mahratta Railway Company 
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on behalf of the Secretary of State for extension of the 
~Ietre Gauge line up to Harihar. The amount spent on 
lines under construction and the Iron Works Tramways 
to end of 30th June 1923 amounted to Rs. 51,05,516r . , 

In view.of further extensions, surveys for several lines Surveys and 

have been undertaken and projects are ready for the i:l::!s for 

following :- extensions. 

(1) Shimoga.-Tirthaha.lli-Sagar Railway. 
(2) Shimoga.-Bhatkal Railway. 
(3) Bhatkal-Harbour Investigation. 
(4) Tumkur-Sira. Railway. . 
(5) Ka.dur-ChickmagalurRailway. 
(6) Sira-Chita.ldrug Railway. 
(7) 'Mysore-Coorg Rajlway; 
(8) Mysore-Coorg Branch Railway.· 
(9) Arasalu-Tirthahalli Railway .. 

(10) Chickmagalur-:Mudgere-Koppa Railway. 
(11) Bangalore-Hosur Railway. 
(12) Nanjangud-Kakankote Railway. 

The project estimate for Nanjangud-Kakankote Rail
way is being prepared. There is no likelihood of these · 
lines being taken up for. construction in the .near future 
for V.·ant of funds. 

Owing to the importance of pilgrimages to the numer· Passenger 

OUS sacred shrines and rivers, marriages and festivals; aTndffiGooda 
. H ~ 

litigation, trade and commerce, the passenger traffic has 
always been on the increase, especially among third class 
passengers. ·The development of trnffic has 'been so rapid 
and the supply of stock so insufficient that in times of fairs I 
great difficulty has been experienced in connection with 
the conveyance of third class passengers. Some idea of the 
increase in passenger traffic in the State-worked section 
of the Railway may be had from the following figures;.......; 

1922-23 3,309,159 
1923-24 3,740,568 

• 
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In a country which is almost agricultural, the princi
pal traffic of railways must necessarily be in goods. 
The development in goods traffic has been very marked 
and the improvement in communications has equalized 
prices in the case of agricultural produce within reason
able distance from a railway. The opening up of the 
country has led to a greater dem<tnd for manufactured 
goods from foreign countries and a marked increase in 
the important trade accompanies the extension of the 
railway sytem. 

Before railways were open, pilgrimages occupied 
months and a~sorbed the savings of a life-time. A trip 
to any popular shrine is no longer a formidable under
taking. The cost is comparatively trifling and the 
journey involves an absen~e from home of only a few 
days. Another_factor is that cheap, easy and quick 
communications. enable the surplus population in con
gested areas to move to the more sparsely populated parts 
of the country, where labour alone is needed to make 
the soil yield bountiful harvests. · 

It is not easy to gauge the moral influence which 
railways have exercised on the habits and customs of the 
people. It is often alleged that railways are helping to 
break down caste; but it is doubted by many whose 
opinions are entitled to respect whether there has 
been any weakening of caste prejudices among the 
orthodox. There can, however, be little doubt that 
increased travel and the mixing up of all castes of people 
in ca~iages, "'which railway travel necessitat~s, must 
produce greater ~olerance, if it does no more. 

On, 1st July 1922, the total capital qutlay on all the 
lines, except the private tramway, was, as stated above, 

. about Rs. 474·4 lakhs. The gross earnings for 1921-22 
amounted to Rs. 69"4 lakhs and the working expenses 
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Rs. 54'4lakhs. On the Co~pany-worked railways, after 
deducting the Company's share of the net earnings and 
the interest due on the capital -outlay, th.e net profit to 
the State was ·Rs. 2'6 lakhs. On the lines managed · 
by the State Railway Department, the net earnings 
amounted to Rs. 3'16 lakhs, yielding only 1'36 per cent 
on the capital outlay. Deducting interest on the capital 
expenditure, the result of the working of the lines by 
the State Railway Department was· a loss of about 
Rs. 7,58,000. The disparity in results between Company 
and Department worked lin~s is due in a large measure 
to the fact that the lines worked by the Company are 
old lines forming part of trunk systems in which traffic 
has fully developed and _established itself while those 
worked by the State Railway Department are either 
new and· undeveloped or branch lines feeding the trunk 
system. The relative position of the several State-worked 
lines is summarised below :-

c .:: a . ... .. .. .. .. ., 
~$ "' "' '">. . 

Cl) . ., "'"' "' 
c .. 

~e- =~ c~ ~i :::::l fr· ... = ... ., ..... .. Ro a "' o.,.. 
~ re-s ()Q; .. (!., 

Sections 
..... 0 

"" .s. .. ..... 
~~ ~ c::f ... .., c.,; ="' ""c: :;~ .. ~:~ ..... g'g ~·e fo ~- u +>o .... <l .. ·=~ ! ~g =s ::s 8'" 8.~ ... o ""' ~ e.c .. bD .. ., 

eo ~~ .,.c .,~:~ 

~~ C)' .. Z"" p.< .~ ... 
Re. 

1. Bangalorc-Haribar- 261 17,676 3,9~ 1,189 ... ... ... 
Bangalore-Hindn~nr 

Kolar Gold Fields ail· 10 1,226 ... ... ... ... ... 
ways (broad jt&uge), 

2. Bau,;alore- Mysore ... 86 6,548 1,50!1 187 s·~a 887 81'-6 
3. Mysol'f'-Nanjangud ... 16 660 10'.1 12 1·8 131 88 
4. Bintr-Shimol!'& ... S8 2,461 328 41 1•7 166 88 
5. Mvsore-Arsikere ... lOS 12,631 685 66 0'5 109 89 
6. Cbikjafur-Cbitaldrug ... 2l 

1,~8s 
47 '24 41 

7. Bau~ta oi'E·Chikballapur 89 187 1•8 9d !'17 
8. Bowringpet-Cbikballa- 64 :J,1h6 208 24 1'1 68 89 

9. 
pur. 

Tarikere-Narasimh~~o- 27 7(}l 41 26 3·7 so 89 

10, 
raj sur. 

Tha asa-Hebbe ... 10 ... ... .. . New .. . 89 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 22 
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It will be seen that working expenses are heavier on 
all the sections worked by the State Department than 
on those worked by the Company. While this is inevit
able to some extent in respect of new lines and of an 
administration managing a relatively small system, with 
all its incidental overhead expenses, etc., it has to be 
conceded that there is considerable scope for economy 
in administration. The Bangalore-Mysore section is an 
old established line and the traffic on it has been well 

· developed. The proportion of working expenses on this 
section accordingly is being reduced to the level 
bbtaining on the .Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway 
system. · , Attempts are also being made to increase 
earnings with the same train mileage by utilising 
waggons and trains to greater advantage and _for effect
ing economies in running and station expenses and 
retrenchments in establishment, etc., wherever possible. 

' In 1922-23, the percentage of return on capital worked out 
to 1"96 against 1"36 in 1921-22, the ratio of working 
expenses to gross receipts being 84"94 in Hl22-23 as 
coltlpared Vtith 87'87 in 1921-22. Though in 1923-24 
the~ percentage of ordinary working ~xpenditure worked 
out. to 73"70, the percentage is still considerably high 
ana· its further reduction is receiving attention. \\nat 
has. actually contributed towards a high percentage of 
working expenditure has been thus authoritatively set 
down:-

" The ratio of working expenses to gross earnings on the 
Mysore Railways is high compared with the results obtained 
on larger Railways systems as, within :t;easonable limits of six 
or seven thousana miles, overhead charges per ten-mile and 
per passenger-mile decrease as the size of the system increases. 
This cognised maxim in railway working has led to the group
ing of the numerous railways in Great Britain into only four 
railways and also to proposals to group the railways in India 
so as to reduce the cost of management. Further, the Mysore 
Railways ,ponsist of detached feeder lines on three different 
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gauges bringing· valuable additional traffic to the Madras and 
Southern 1\Iahratta. Railway at comparatively little benefit. to 
this Railway owing to the relatively short lead. As an 
example, the manganese traffic from Shimoga to ·Mormugao 
which is the heaviest traffic on the Mysore Railways is carried 
only 37'92 miles on the Mysore Railways as compared with 
80 miles (Birur to Harihar) on the Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway and traffic to and from the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway for the Iron Works at Bhadravati · 
is carried only 28 miles on the Mysore Railways. The small 
receipts on the Birur-Shimoga section due to the short lead 
are still further reduced by the hire that has to be paid for the 
foreign waggons in which most of the material is carried. 
Owing to the severe gradients on the Metre gauge sections, 
1 in 70 between Bangalore and Mysore and 1 in 80 between 
Birur and Shimoga; working expenses are necessarily higher 
than on lines with gradients not steeper than 1 in 100 .where 
the state of the Permanent Way and bridges allows engines of 
equal or greater power to be used." 

With. the growth in the mileage, Railways are Recent 

receiving increasing attention in recent yelltrs. A sound ~~:!!
policy of economy in administration has not stood in ments. 

the way of meeting urgent requirements or developing, 
even necessary conveniences. During 1922-23, the 
renewal of the old 41l lbs. rails with 60 lbs .. rails 
between Bangalore and 1\Iysore was commenced and 12 
miles from Bangalore were replaced. During 1923-24, 
a further length of 35 miles, bringing the renewals up 
to M:addur, was completed. In addition to arrears of 
renewal of permanent way,_ the state of the locomotives 
and rolling stock transferred to the State Railway 
Department by the .Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Company, at the time it handed back the section, 
required urgent attention involving special charges of 
replacement of worn out parts. These special charges 
to meet depreciation, as there was no reserve or depreci-
ation fund out of which to meet the same, amounted 

M. Gr. VOL. III. • 22•. 
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during 1923-24 to about Rs. 8! lakhs. The details of 
capital cost by gauges, so far incurred (1st July 1925), 
are as follows :-

Lines worked by the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway Company. 

Perceo tage 

-- Mileage Capital outlay of net return 
on capital 

outlay 

Rs. 
Broad gauge ... 9'88 12,25,732 . .. 
Metre gauge ... 261'60 1,77,88,866 . .. 

Total ... 271'48 1,90,14,598 9'5 

Lines worked by the State Railway Department. 

Metre gauge ... 263'60 2,40,15,068 ... 
Narrow gauge (2'-6") 102'20 39,91,644 ... 
2 Feet gauge · ... 36'20 10,59,355 . .. 

Total ... 402'00 2,90,66,067 ... 

Among other improvements effected have been the 
following :-

The repairing of old bridges and construction of new 
ones ; opening of new stations, providing of additional waiting 
rooms at various stations for 3rd Class passengers ; extensions 
of goods sheds at different places to meet trade requirements; 
running of additional trains between certain stations to meet 
public needs ; opening of out-agencies for facilitating transport 
of goods from outgoing centres, like Hunsur, Mulbagal and 
Chamrajnagar; providing for the training of apprentices as 
skilled workmen in the workshops and for training students as 
Dri,vers and Firemen, etc. 

The State Railway Department maintained, in 1923-24, 
1,150 hru;ds against 2,862 in HJ22-23. Of these 1,150 
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bands, 1,098 were Indians, 47 Anglo-Indians and 5 
Europeans. The Madras and Southern Mabratta Railway 
during the same year employed under it 3,991 bands 
against 3,996 in the previous year. Of these 3,991 
bands, 3,822 were Indians, 145, Anglo-India~·md 24: 
Europeans. The cost of the Police ·Fc;u·&:':' ":.,:·J~tained 
by the Railway, on. the State-worked sectiont.,'\ was 
Rs. 44,015 and on the Company-worked sectio:g..- 1 

Rs. 24,139. The cost per train mile for the State-worked 
section was pies 11'6 and for the Company-worked part, 
pies 4'39. · 

A history of Railways in Mysore constructed and in H~toryof. 
progress will be found -in the annual Report of the ~~il;~r:. m 

State Railway Department issued from year to year. 
The following statement · gives in one conspectus the 
progress in the opening of the different sections forming 
the State-worked part of Mysore Railways:-

1. COMPANY AND DISTRICT BOARD RAn.. WAYS .. 

CO:NSTRUCTED AND WORKED BY THE STATE. 

(a) Kolar District Railway (1-:-6" Gauf}e). 

The first section of this. Railway from Bowringpet to 
Kolar (formerly called the Bowringpet-Kolar Railway) was 
constructed by Government agency under sanction conveyed 
in Government of India. Foreign Department Letter No. 2161-
I. B., dated 15th October 1912. It was financed entirely by 
the District Board of Kolar from the proceeds of a. debenture 
loan. Later on, it became evident that if the District Board 
had to obtain the full benefit of its Railway policy, it would · 
he desirable to extend the line to Chikballapur and link it with 
the Bangalore-Chikballapur Light Railways. Accordingly, the 
construction of the Section from Kolar to Chikballapur was 
undertaken in August 1914 under the sanction of the Secretary 
of Rtate for India conveyed in . First Assistant to the Hon'ble 
the Resident's letter No. 5420, dated 5th August 1914:. The 
section between Bowringpet and Chikballapur is financed both 
from the State Funds and from the District Board Debenture . 
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Loans. The whole length of the line from Bowringpet to 
Chikballapur is now called the " Kolar District Board 
Railway." 

Date of opening 
Section of Bail way Miles 
c_; Goods I Passenger 

Bowringpet to Kolar ... . .. 15th Dec. l 913 15th Dec. 1913 10•51 

Kolar to Chintamani .. ... 6th Mar. 1916 6th Mar. 1916 29•79 

Chintamani to Chikballapur ... Bth Nov. 1916 8th Nov. 1916 2·3·27 
---

Total ... 63·o7 

(b) Bangalore-Chikballapur L1:ght Railway (2' -6'' Gauge). 

This is the first Railway in the State started by private 
enterprise under a guarantee from the Government of 4 per 
cent per annum on the capital subscribed by the Company. 
The Government of India sanctioned its construction on lOth 
September 1909. 

Date of opening 

Section of Railway 

I 
Miles 

Goods l'as•enger 

Yelahanka to De,·anballi ... 15th Sept. 1914 6th Aprill915 14-'70 

Devanhalli to Chikballapur ... 1st \ug. 1915 1st Aug. 1915 13 7s 
Yelahanka to Yesvantapur ... 1st Feb. 1917 1st Feb. 1917 6'85 

Yesvant11pur to Ban galore ... . .. 7th Jan, 1918 8·33 . 

---
-

Total ... 

2. STATE LINES CONSTRUCTED AND WORKED 

BY THE STATE. 

SS·63 

(a) Bangalore-Mysore-Nanjangud Section (Metre Gauoe). 
This section, which was being worked and maintained by 

the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway Company on 
' . 
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behalf of the State, was taken back by Government in October 
1919. 

Data of opening 
Miles !>ection of Railway for Passenger 

Traffic 

Bangalore to Channapatn~ ... 1st· Feb. 1881 34'75 
Channapatna. to Mandya ... 20th March 1881 23'31 
Mandya to Mysore ... 25th Feb. 1882 . 27'97 
Mysore to Nanjangud ... 1st Dec. 1891 15'04 
Nanjangud to Nanjangud Town 12th July 1899 0'76 

Total ... 101'83 

(b) Birur-Shinwga Section (Metre Gauge). 

The working and maintenance of this branch was resumed 
in October 1919, from the Madras and Southern Mahratta. 
Railway Company. 

Section of Railway 
Date of opening 

for Passenger 
Traffic 

Miles 

Birur to Shimoga ... 1st Dec. 1889 37'92 

(c) Mysore-Arsike1e Railway (Metre Gauge). 

The construction of this important section was sanctioned 
by the Government of India on 2nd October 1913, but actual 
work was started some months later as certain ghat sections 
had to be entirely re-aligned. The line crosses three large1 
rivers, 'viz., the Lakshmantirtha, the Cauvery and the 
Heml!.vati. 

Section of Railway · 

I Mysore to Arsikere 

Date of opening for Traffic F
Miles 

Goods I Passen{!er 

lst Sept. 19171 Srd Jan. 1918 102·~5 
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. (d) Chikjajur-Chitaldrztg Rilway (Metre Gauge). 
·The construction of 'this line was sanctioned by the 

Government of India on 28th January 1914, but. actual con
struction work was started in October 1917. The requisite 

. funds for construction were provided by the State and by the 
District Board of Chitaldrug. As only a small portion of the 
capital was contributed by the District Board, the Railway 
was ordered to be as a Government and not a District Board 
line (G. 0. dated 12th August 1921). It connects Chikjajur, a 
station on the Bangalore-Harihar main line, worked by the 
Madras and. Southern Mahratta Railway Company, with 
Chitaldrug, the head-quarters of the District of the same 
name. 

Date of opening for Traffic 

Section of Railway Mil~s 

Goods Passenger 

Chikja.jnr to Cbitaldrng ... lltb Jan. 1921 6tb May 1921 20•90 

(e) Tarikere-Narasimh;rajpur Tramway (2'-o" Gauge). 
The ·original object of undertaking this project was to 

have a cheap tramway to carry forest products, but it has 
subsequently changed into a scheme for a tramway to carry 
all class of traffic including passengers. Its construction 
under the Mysore Tramways Regulation No. II of 1906 was 
sanctioned by the Government of India on 25th September 
1913. It is financed and worked by the State. 

I>o.te of opening for Traffic 

Section of Tramway Miles 
Goods Passenger 

Tarikere to Lak'kava.lli . ... 15th Jan. 1915 22nd May 1915 11•88 
La.kko. valli to No.ro.simharajpnr 15th May 1917 15th May 1917 14'72 ---

Total ... !16•60 
I 

{f) Tadasa-Hebbe. Tramway (2'-0" Gauge). 
This is a branch of the Tarikere-Narasimharajpur 

Tramway, te:king off from Tadasa station on that Tramway. 
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Length, 9'6 miles. This branch forms the first section of the 
Forest Tramway on the Jagar ·valley and is constructed to 
develop the resources of the Malnad Forest arid to open up ' 
the country. It is financed entirely by the State. Its coJlstruc
tion was sanctioned by the Government of ·India on 27th 
August 1917; construction was started in November 1917; 
and it was opened for traffic on 5th February 1921. 

3. LINES CONSTRUCTED BY COMPANIES AND 
WORKED BY THEM. 

Shimoga-Kumsi Tramway (!/-0• Gauge). 

This is the first Tramway constructed in the State 
under the Mysore Tramways Regulation II of 1906 from 
Shimoga, the terminus <Jf · the . Birur-Shimoga branch, to 
Kumsi and from Sheregere, an intermediate station of the 
Tramway at Shankargudda, in all about 35 miles in length. 
to serve the Manganese Mines near Kumsi and Shankar
gudda. . The construction and working of the line from 
Shimoga to Kumsi by the agency of the Mysore Manganese 
Company, Ltd., who afterwards transferred their und~rtaking 
to the W orkington Steel and Iron Co., Ltd., was sanctioned · 
on 12th April1907. Sanction for the expansion from Sheregere 
to Shankargudda. was given ·on 26tli February 1915. The 
construction of both the sections was ratified by the Govern
ment of India on 17th March and 5th May 1914, respectively. 
Among the conditions to which the Company is subject, 
one relates to payment of tools and taxes. The governing 
clause is as follows :-The Company to pay a. total duty of one 
anna. per ton on the. Manganese or other ore carried by 
the Tra.mway and afford facilities for the Municipality to 
collect octroi or other Municipal taxes. Also to pay tp 
Government a. ta.x of two annas per ton .of ore for the 
first. 10,000 tons in a year and for every ton above that 
quantity within the said year at one anna. 

The following statement gives the gross receipts •• Statistics 

working expenses, etc., of the railway lines owned by the state~11en· 
State, showing the position in its main aspects at the 
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·end of each decade commencing from 1881, when the 
Railway line was opened:·-

Number 
f!:'engtb of of Gross 

Year line open pass~n- Rtoceipts 
(miles) gers 

conveyed 

1881 58 163,07d 131,525. 
189:i. Js..;:· 296 624,969 626,599 

to June. 
1901-()'J ... 411 26,41,258 1,998,817 
1911-12 ... 411 40,46,869 3,'262,749 
1923-24 ... 571 57,87,157 7,173,109 

•Includes the following items :
(1) Surplus profits 1,21,7H 

Working Net 
Expendi- ea.ruings 

ture 

77,772 5a,753 
339,1711 227,427 

1,337,517 M1,300 
1,848,104 1,401!,935 
•o,%4,159 1,208,950 

(2) Guaranteed interest on Mysore Railway Sterling 
debentures 6,92,455. 

Per ~en 
tage of 
n~t 

earnin~s 
on capital 

outlay 

. .. '1'50 
1•5J 

2•90 
5'61 

. 2'74 

Alternative Mr. G. Richards, Engineer-in-Chief with the 
lines to the -

· West coast . Railway Board, investigated several alternative lines 
with Mysore. intended to give a more direct connection than exists 

at present between the railways in the State and the 
West Coast. The final decision on the best alignment 
is to be arrived at only after the question of the 
proposed harbour at Bhatkal is settled. This scheme 
involves the construction of a harbour open to shipping 
throughout the year at Bhatkal, a point on the \Vest 
Coast, about 10 miles from the Mysore frontier, and 
connecting the harbour with Shimoga. Investigations 
hitherto made have shown that the project is feasible 
from an engineering point of view and expert opinion 
is being obtained on the question. 

Legislation 
regarding 
Railways and 
Tramways. 
Railway· 
Regulation 

Act IV, 1879 (The Indian Railways Act, 1879) was 
in force till April 1894. On the 13th April of 1804, 
"The Mysore Railway Regulation" (No. IV of 1804) 
was passed repealing Act IV of 1879. Provision is 
made in this Regulation for--
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(1) Inspection of Railways, 
(2) Optlning and working of railways, 
(3) Responsibility of Railway Administrations as carriers, 
(-!) Report of Railway accidents to Government, and 
(5) Penalties for offences by Railway servants, passengers 

and others. 

To facilitate the construction and t.0 regulate the Tramways 

I Regulation. 
working of tramways in Mysore, the 1 ysore Tramways 
Regulation (No. II of 1906) was passed on the 7th 
day of July 1906. Provision is made in this Regula-
tion for-

(1) Making an order authorising the construction of a 
tramway in a circle on application made by the local authority 
of the circle or by any person with· the consent of the local 
authority, 

(2) Construction and maintenance of tramways, 
(3) Traffic on tramways, and 
(4) Working of tramways owned by local authorities. 

Power to make rules under this Regulation is vested 
in Government under Section 24. Failure of promoter, 
lessee or licensee to comply with the -Regulation or 
order is made punishable with fine which may extend 
to Rs. 200. 'Vilful interference with tramway is 
punishable with fine which may extend to Rs. 100. 

In 1914, Government proinulgated a set of rules 
defining the concession that would be granteJ to Dis
trict Boards and Companies to promote the financing of 
new railway lines by these bodies. These are givep 
below. 

The following are terms on which the Government 
of His Highness. t.he Maharaja of Mysore are prepared 
to consider offers for the construction of Branch lines 
of Hailways within the State:-

(1} The concessions to be given to promoters of 
Light Railways in the State will be decided in each case by 

Concessions 
to District 
Boards and 
Companies. 
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Government and embodied in detail in separate agreements. 
Such concessions will be generally on the lines adopted in the 
British India (vide the rules published in the Gazette of India, 
Part I, dated.29th November 1913, pages 1304 to 1311) with 
the modification that the rate guaranteed in the Mysore State 
will be 4 per cent instead of 3! per cent and with some minor 
.clianges indicated by the rules below or other !lpecial orders of 
Government. · Extracts from the Government of India Rules 
adapted to local conditions are appended hereto (Annexure A). 
The present rules relate only to arrangements for financing 
local railway projects. 

(2) Whenever a District Board, a private company or any 
other body offers to raise capital for constructing a feeder 
railway, the Government may, after such enquiry as they may 
dt~em fit, guarantee the payment of interest on such capital at 
4 per cent per annum for a period not exceeding 30 years. 

(3) In the matter of affording guarantee and granting 
other concessions, Government will give preference to lines 
according; to their importance and also according to the propor
tion of capital raised locally by the financing body. Govern
ment reserve to themselves the power of rejecting applications 
without assigning any reason. 

(4) If any line guaranteed under Rule 2 works at a loss, 
that is, pays less than 4 per cent per annum on the paid up 
capital, an amount sufficient to raise the return to 4 per cent on 
the whole capital will be paid ftom State Funds. 

(5) If the line works at a profit of over 4 per cent, half 
the profit in excess of 4 per cent will go to the State. 

(6) As an alternative arrangement to that contained in 
paragraph 4, the amounts drawn from the State Funds during 
a period of loss may be treated as an advance to the particular 
railway to be repaid with interest at 4 per cent. In that case, 
in modification of the arrangement in Rule 5, the whole of the 
profits during a period of profit will be available to the owner 
or owners of the railway, no part of the profits going to the 
State Funds. 

(7) When~ver a railway is constructed in a district which 
has accumulated fund of railway cess imposed under clause 1 
(a) of Section 20 of the Local Boards Regulation, all payments 
required to be made under Rule 4 will be made out of such 
railway cess fund as far as available and the balance from 
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State Fumds. In such a case, any profits derived under Rule 
3 will be divided between the District Funds and the State 
Funds in proportion to the contribution made by each. 

(S) The foregoing rules will apply mutatis mutandis to 
cases where capital is furnished by more than one financing 
Lody. 

ANNEXURE-A; 

(EXTRACT REFERRED TO IN m;LE 1 ABO""E). 

(i) The prospectus for the purpose of inviting subscrip
tions for providing capital for the line must be submitted to, and 
approved by, the Government before issue. . 

(ii) The railway shall be built according to· plans and 
estimates approved by Government and must conform to the 
fixed and moving dimensions for the time being prescribed. 
The gauge of the lines, the route followed, the situation of 
stations, and details of a similar character shall be subject to 
the appro-.al of the Government. 

(iii) All land which is, in the opinion of Government, 
required for the construction of the line, will be provided free 
of charge, including land, permanently or temporarily required 
for quarrying ballast for brickfields, and similar purposes. , 

(iv) The results of existing surveys will he made available 
to persons applying for concessions under these rules. In 
cases in which this is considered advisable by Government, 
fresh surveys will be made at the request of promoters inquiring 
into the probable prospects of any projected line on the under
standing that no preferential claim to a concession for the 
construction of the line is thereby established. If permission 
be eventually given for the construction of any line, the cost of. 
all surveys, whether special surveys or surveys previously 
malle at the cost of or with the approval of Government, shall, 
at the discretion of Government, be included in the capital co!:¢ 
of the railway. The Government expressly disclaim all 
respunsibility for the accuracy of any survey plan, estimate or 
other information supplied by them. 

(v) Arrangements will be made with the Government of 
India. for the supply of electric telegraphs and telegraphic 
appliances and for their maintenance by them at the charges 
and on the conditions in force for the time being for similar 
services on State Railways in British India. 
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(vi) The Government will grant assistance to financing 
bodies in the shape of guarantee of interest (4 per cent in 
Mysore). 

(vii) All agreements for lines constructed under these 
terms shall include a special purchase clause permitting 
Government to purchase the lines at any time, after giving one 
year s notice, in the following cases :-

(1) When the Government consider it desirable that the ga.nge of the 
branch lines should be altered. 

!2) When it is desired to couvert the branch line into a line of through 
communication. 

(3) When the Government desire to extend the branch line .(without 
altering the gauge or making the line part of a through route) aud the 
branch lin_, company is unable or unwilling to supply the necessary capital 
for such extension. 

In the event of" a line being purchased under this clause, 
the price payable shall be 25 times the average· net earnings 
(excluding payments on account of guarantee) during the 
three years preceding the purchase or 115 per cent of the 
capital expenditure on the line, whichever may be the greater. 

(viii) The agreements shall also include an ordinary pur
chase clause permitting the Goverm::Oent to purchase the line 
at the expiry of 30 years. The price payable. on purchase 
under this clause shall be 25 times the average net annual 
earnings (excluding payments on account of guarantee) during 
the three years preceding the purchase, subject to a maximum 
of 120 per cent and the minimum of 100 per cent of the capital 
expenditure on the line at the time of purchase, 

Waterways. Owing to either rocky or shallow beds, none of the 

Brief history 
.. ~f Posts and 
Telegn.phs in 
the State. 
Before the 
Rendition. 

Mysore rivers is navigable, nor are there other water
ways for such use. 

III POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS. 

The Anche, as the local Post was called, was an old 
institution dating from the time of Chikka-Deva-Raja 
in th~ seventeenth century. For many year'l, the Anche 
appears to have been almost wholly devoted to the 
conveyanc~ of official despatches. This institution did 
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its \York very well in times past. It continued to meet 
the wants of the public and _many improvements in 
working were introduced from time to time by the Anche 
B.:tkshi, the head of the Department. 

This institution was peculiar to Mysore and was 
distinguished from the local posts in the districts of 
the Madras Presidency by its more perfect organization.; 
The department was controlled by a Bakshi who was in 
direct ·subordination to the Commissioner,· and its 
offices were located at every taluk head-quarter station, 
as well as at every town of any size or importance. 
The establishments of both .office clerks. and runners, 
though for the most part underpaid, were organized on 
a. complete scale, and the service was on the whole 
conducted with much regil:larity and efficiency. 

The local post carried letters (ordinary and regis
tered), book-packets, news-papers and 'ordinary parcels. 
Postage stamps were not in use and prepayment of 
postage in cash was compulsory. Articles conk! not 
be insured, and there was no postal money order 
system or value payable post. The system of· granting 
receipts for the postage received in cash and ·keeping 
detailed registers of letters received and delivered was in 
vogue. 

Among the miscellaneous works executed during the 
days.of the British Commission was the commence
ment in 1853, and in great part completion, of flying 
and permanent electric telegraph lines, one from 
Attebele near Oosoor to Rampur on the Bellary frontier, 
being a length of 191 miles; the other from Bangalore I 
to Kankanhalli on the Nilgiri road, length 143 miles, 
at a cost of Rs. 1,03,639 for the lines, and ,Rs. 8,253 
for offices at Bangalore and Mysore. 

No extra postage was levied by Mysore on letters 
received for transmission to ·British 'territories through 
British Post Offices, or on those received for delivery in . 
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the State; As the collection of postage on bearing 
letters so received was attended with great inconvenience 
and complication of accounts, it was decided, in com
munication with the Post-Master-General of Madras, 
that paid letters only should be received for delivery by 
the Mysore Anche. 

Certain measures to . improve the efficiency of the 
service were also adopted. The practice of sending 
money Farcels by Anche which retarded the progress 
of the mail and was in other respects objectionable, 
was abolished, the charges for express tappals regulated, 
.and attention was given to various other matters of detail 
which would add to the efficiency of the department. 
In 1863-64, the Imperial Post Offices at Seringapatam, 
Hunsur and Tumkur were abolished and the service 
undertaken by the A nche Department. Consequent on 
the conveyance of the mail by rail, t'ia Coimbatore, the 
Imperial Post line between Mysore and Ootacamund 
was abolished, and the line was temporarily re-opened 
at the expense of the Mysore Government. The main 
lines radiating from Bangalore were 7 in · number in 
1866-67, and . comprised ;nearly 800 miles of road. 
There were 54· branch lines aggregating 1,506 miles. 
The rates of Anche were assimilated to those laid 
down in the Post Office Act XIV of 1867. 

There were at the time- two Imperial Post lines 
traversing the State, one from Bangalore through Chi tal
drug to Harihar (en-route to Bombay) and the other 
from Bangalore, via Mysore to 1\Iangalore. There were 
Imperial Post Offices at Bangalore and Mysore, as well 
as at the military stations of Harihar and French 
Rocks. 

In connection with the Anche Department, the fol
lowing establishment at head-quarters was maintained 
during 1867-68 .at a total cost of Rs. 1,08,854' :- . 

One Bakshi; 17 Sheristedars, Peshkars, Gumastas, etc.; 30 
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Shroffs, Duffeda.rs and Peons in Districts; 8 Inspectors; 184 
~Iutsaddis; and 1,511 Duffeda.rs, Peons and Runners. 

All letters, etc., despatched by public officers in the State 
through the British Post Office were chargeable with · 
postage from 1868-69, ~he amount of which was either 
transferred to the imperial exchequer by a cash payment 
or levied in the form of Indian Government· stamps. 

In 1869-70, the salary of the Bakshi and the pay of 
the Junardars and Gumastas of the establishment were 
increased and additional establishments were entertained 
for the additional post offices, receiving houses as well 
as for the postal lines extended. There were only two 
telegraph offices in the State in 1870-71, one at Banga~ 
lore and the other at Mysore. In 1871-72, an arrange
ment was entered into witli the Madras and Bombay 
Postal Departmen.ts ·for the distribution by the. A nche 
of all unpaid letters addresse4 to Mysore that might 
be made over to. it for that {lurpose by the local Im
perial Post Offices, the Anche Department being 
responsible to the British. Post Office for the full amount 
of postage due on all overland letters, and for a moiety 
of that leviable on all other letters so made over to 
it, any further realizations on the latter account being 

. retained by it. It also levied additional postage at 
half the Imperial rates on (bhang~) parcels weighing 
. more than 40 to las, transmitteq· to. or received froni 
British Post Offices and conveyed and delivered by the 
local Anche. The revised postal tariff published in 
Government of India. Notification No. 1445, dated 28th 
February 1873, was extended to the Anche Department 
with effect from 1st April 1873. 

The growth of postal receipts was slow, but steady. 
During 1833 to 1.843, they rose from Rs. 2,000 to 
Hs. 6,000, in 1853 to Rs. 12,000, in 1863 to Rs, 30,000. 
In 1872-73, notwithstanding a· reduction of postal rates 
in accordance with the British India scale, the revenue 
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. was Rs. 44,000. The cost of the department which 
had always exceeded its receipts-public despatches 
being carried free of postage in any shape-was enhanced 
from year to year. The establishment cost Rs. 33,000 
in the year 1833, Rs. 44,000 in 1843, Rs 49,000 
in 1853, Rs. 95,000 in 1863 and Rs. 1,51,000 in 1873. 
In 1875-76, the runners of the Anche Department were 
admitted to the privileges of gratuity rules. Till1875-76, 
all judicial processes issuing from Civil and Revenue 

. Courts were charged with postage. Such correspondence 
was, during that year, exempted, with certain exceptions, 
from postage. In 1878-79, the rates charged were 
changed in accordance with an alteration made in the 
Imperial postage rates to which Anche rates were 
assimilated. Early in the year 1879-80, an economy in 
expenditure on· establishment was effected by doing 
away with the Anche offices attached to the Division 
and District Office establishments, by recasting the pay 
of the Bakshi and abolishing one or two places in the 
head-quarter offices. An attempt was made for the 
first time in 1879-~0, to extend the postal system so as 
to take in many small places, at a cost so low that 
the little revenue likely to accrue would still prove 
sufficient. ·To this end, hobli school masters were ap
pointed Anche Mutsaddis and given a small addition of 
Rs. 3 per mensem for doing the extra work. Other 
changes introduced which should be noticed were, the 
introduction of post cards and reduction of bhangi 
rates. The latter change ~arne into force on the 1st 
April 1880; by it bhiingis posted for carriage in the 
interior of Mysore were charged with rates just equal 
to one-half of Imperial rate~ ; the same charge was 
levied ·on bhiingis intended for or received from outside 
the State, for forwarding. them to or from the frontier 
Post Office, but light parcels of one pound and under 
were forw.arded free of Anche charge like letters. 
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The Postal arrangements remained the same. as before After the 

the Rendition, but much was done from 1881-82 to Rendition. 

1885-86 towards improving the efficiency of the depart- -
ment and affording the rural population. better facilities 
for communication. The department was reorganized 
in November 1882. The establishments of clerks aiid 
runners which had been maintained on an extravagant 
scale, quite out of proportion to the receipts of the 
department and the requirements of work, were reduced 
and Anche lint;ls, kept up on roads which had ceased to 
be of importance, were closed and· new lines established 
in more suitable localities. The total length of Anche_· 
lines in 1885-86 remained nearly the· same as in 1880-81· 
(2,477 miles), but the gradual extension of the State 
Railway from Mysore to Gubbi and the changes effected 
in 1882 tended· to reduce the number of runners' miles 
from 2,442 to 2,293. The number of Anche officers, 
however, was largely increased from 1880-81 to 1885-86, 
as will be seen from the following table:-

Years 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 
1883-84 
1884-85 
1885-86 

No. of offices 
180 
182 
186 
369 
390 
412 

The increase was due to the gradual extension of the 
system by. which lwbU school masters in important 
villages were appointed Anche Mutsaddis. These cheap 
offices tended to bring the benefits of the department 
within reach of the rural population and became very 
popular. Their number which in 1880-81 was only 
30 reached 231 in 1886-87. 

Owing to the large increase in the number of A nche 
offices and to the introduction into the State of British 
quarter-anna. post cards by means of an arrangement 
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under which the State was paid one pie by the Imperial 
Post Office on each British post card used purely within 
the limits of the State, private correspondence increased 
considerably within the 5 years from 1881-82 to 1885-86 
as will be seen from the following table:-

I Packets 
Years Letters and news- Parcels Total 

papers 

1881-82 ... . .. 1,566,621 69,6~4 8,721 1,3il4,91\6 
1882-83 .. . .. l,ll29,495 'i9,H09 8,8t)9 1,417,613 
1883-84 .. .. l,::HS,SlO 6.i,4{6 9,679 1,42:3,454 
1Q'l4-t!5 ... ... 1,439,900 64.447 10,1)52 ~.514,399 
1885 86 ... . .. 1,519,469 76,676 10,146 l,606,2Cll 

The fee for the registration of letters at the Post 
office having been reduced from 4 to 2 annas in British 
India, the same reduction . was made in Mysore with 
effect from 1st August 1881. This concession which 
was greatly appreciated by the people led to an increase 
in the number of registered letters from 14,278 in 1880-81 
to 30,387 in 1885-86. 

Correspondence was exchanged and accounts were 
adjusted between the Imperial and the A nche Offices at 
Bangalore; but the process of exchange and restriction 
in routes, owing to mail matter having to pass through 
Bangalore, necessarily caused much delay in many cases. 
Ordinary paid letters and packets, post cards and 
registered letters posted in British India for l\fys9re were 
delivered free of charge by the Ahche, and so also were 
parcels not exceeding 40 tolas in weight, while for 
parcels exceeding 40 toias in weight, the Anche levied 
additional postage at half the ordinary rate. On articles 
of the kind named above which were posted in Anclte 

-offices for delivery in British India, no charge was made 
by the Mysore Post Offices, except postage at half rates 
on pa~cels over 40 tolas in weight. On all articles ex
changed between the Imperial and Mysore Post Offices, 
full post~e was charged by the Imperial Post Office. It 
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was only, therefore,· on parcels over 40 tolas in weight 
exchanged between India and :M:ysore in either direction 
that the rates of postage were in excess of those on the 
Imperial Post Office. Money orders were issued and paid 
by Mysore Treasuries, and there was an exchange of 
orders with British India through the Bangalore Post 
Office. The amount of money order business done -by the 
State treasuries ·was insignificant, the reasons no doubt 
being that treasuries cannot afford the public the same 
facilities as post offices for the transaction of business of 
this kind and that delays were necessarily caused by orders 
for places beyond 1Iysore having to pass through· the 
office of exchange. Value payable and insured articles 
posted in British India for any place in :M:ysore, except 
the ve~y few stations whe;e there were Imperial Post 
Offices, were detained in the Bangalore Post Office until . 
the addressees could make their own arrangements tc 
tak~ delivery. 

In 1885, two alternative proposals were made to the Amalgama

State authorities. through .the British Resident by the ~~!:;:;:-the 
Director-General of :Post Offices in India. The first was British 

that the complete control of postal arrangements in ~o~~;,nent 
Mysore should be surrendered by the State to the Imperial 
Postal Department; that the Department should take over 
the whole of the Mysore Postal establishments, pay them 
from Imperial revenue and treat :M:ysore in all postal 
matters exactly as if it were a British Province, the 
service correspondence of the State being carried at the 
cheap official postage rates prepaid by service stamps. The I 
other alternative proposal was that Mysore should adopt 
all British rules and rates of postage, using British post· 
age stamps overprinted . "My sore" which would be 
supplied to it for the mere cost of manufa.c.ture; that all 
paid inland correspondence, official or non..afficial, trans-
ferred from Mysore to British Post Offices or vice versa, 

• 
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should be delivered free, each post office keeping whateve1 
it collects in stamps or bearing letters; and that :\Iysore 
should introduce the money order, insurance, value 
payable parcel, postal note and other systems peculiar to 
the British Indian, Post Office, retaining any fees it earns 
on account of them. 

On a careful consideration of the subject, the Govern· 
ment of His Highness the Maharaja informed the Resident 
that it was inexpedient to transfer the local post to the 
Imperial System, but that it was ready to accept the other 
alternative proposal and to introduce into My~ore all the 
rules of the Imperial Postal system and ensure complete 
reciprocity between the two departments. 

To this communication, a reply was received to the 
effect that the alternative proposal in question had led to 
some practical inconvenience in the States to which it 
had been applied, and that until further experince of the 
system had been obtained, it would not be introduced 
ell'ewhere. The question was therefore dropped for the 
time being .. 

However, in 1889, the transfer was sanctioned on the 
following terms:-

(1) That the Imperial Post Office should take over all the 
postal arrangements of :Mysore without any charge to the State 
and administer the Post Office on the Imperial system, giYi.ng 
the public all the facilities for both internal and external com· 
munication afforded by Post Offices in British India; 

(2) That the whole of the official correspondence of the 
· State be carried within the limits of :Mysore free of a.ny cost 
to the State; and 

(3) That the official correspondence of the State which 
has to travel through British territory should be charged for 
at the reduced rates of postage allowed to the official corres
pondence of the Imperial Government, certain F>pecified officers 
of the State being authorised to use serYice postage stamps for 
the purpose. 

The transfer, from a financial point of Yiew, was a 
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success, the result being a saving annually of Rs. 60,000 
to the State. 

In agreeing to the transfer, the State was swayed by 
considerations higher than those of mere financial gain. 
Surrounded on every side by British territory and it!! highly 
developed postal system, the insolation of the local post 
could not long continue without causing marked incon
venience to trade and without impeding general progress. 
\Vith the railways and roads, which were then so rapidly . 
opening out every part of the country, and with the 
growth of commercial relations with other parts of India, 
:Mysore was expected to keep pace with the requirements 
of the times. Requisitions had, indeed, been made. from 
various quarters for the insurance of parcels, money orders, 
telegraph offices and other new wants, such as are 
elsewhere met by the Postal Department. But it was 
apparent that such an elaborate system could not nse~ully ·· 
be attempted by a purely local post, for, the essential 
condition of success in every postal system is centralized 
control and absolute uniformity of rules and organization. 
There were some difficulties in improving the Anche so 
as to give the public all these advantages and to fit it · 
into the Imperial system. Those considerations influ
enced the Government in deciding to amalgamate the 
Local with Imperial Post. 

The Imperial Post undertook to employ such of the Subsidiary 

post-masters and clerical staff and delivery and carrying ~:;:~;~ 
establishments of the Anche as were found qualified for tion. 

the work of the Imperial system, and in accordance with' 
this uudertaking, the Anche Bakshi or State Post-Master-
General was provided with an appointment as Superinten-
dent of the Bangalore Division and more than 25 per cent 
of the Post Masters and clerical staff and more than 50 per 
cent of the delivery staff of the t.Iysore Post were 
transferred to the Imperial service. It was also arranged 
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that the remaining and future staff of the post offices in 
Mysore should, as far as possible, be recruited from natives 
of the State, and that the pensions of men in the service of 
the Mysore State before the amalgamation should be 
divided between the Imperial and Mysore Governments 
according to th~ rule of proportions. On the other hand, 

, the State transferred free of charge to the Imperial Post 
Office in J.'fiysore all its own postal buildings and runners' 
huts that were required. Also, although it was no part 
of the original agreement that the Mysore treasuries 
should cease to perform money order business, the State 

· voluntarily closed the treasuries to this business from 
the 1st July 1891 and referred all applicants to the Post 
Office. · · 

F:r;om the introduction, on the 1st April 1889, of the 
Imperial Postal system within the Mysore State, the 
public were at once relieved of the postal disadvantages 
mentioned already. Every postal facility given by the 

· Indian Post Office was extended to the whole of the State, 
and the general adoption of Imperial postage stamps at 
once made every post office in the State a direct means 
of communication with the whole civilized world. On 
28th November 1887, the Government of His Highness 
the Maharaja expressed their conviction that the 
numerous public advantages likely to result from an 
amalgamation of , the local with the British post must 
outweigh all minor considerations. The most important 
of those considerations, and the one specially dwelt upon 
on that occasion, was the sentiment attaching to the 
~Mysore Anche as an ancient local institution, and it 
~as at one time feared that owing to this sentiment the 
public benefits from the change might not at once be 
1ully recognised. From the time of the transfer, however, 
not a single remonstrance was made to the Director
General against the measure, and on the other hand, the 
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Post-Master-General·received assurances from all quarters 
in Mysore that both the State officials and the general 
public fully appreciated ihe advantages derived from the 
introduction of the Imperial P~stal sys~em. 

From the statistical tables included in this Chapter, it Results of the 
amalgamation 

will be seen that the increase of 80 per cent in two years as shown by 

in ordinary correspondence and ordinary parcels is .statistics. 

specially noteworthy, for, as· has. been stated already, 
correspondence exchanged between Mysore· and :British 
India was not, as in the case of most Native states, 
charg~d with double postage during the time of the 
Anche. In British India, the increase in articles' of the 
same classes during the same period was 30 per cent and 
the more. rapid expansion of ordinary correspondence in 
Mysore (80 per cent against . 30 per cent) must be 
attributed to the greater facilities afforded by the Imperial 
system and to the acceleration of the service when 
correspondence :was enabled to enter and leave the State 
by every available route. ' 

The number of post offices in the Mysore State having Extension of. 

been practically stationary for a numbe:t: of years, the r:cs~!ies. 
State requested the British postal authorities hi the year .. 
1917 for a substantial extension of postal facilities in the 
State and furnished a programme including the opening 
of about 92 new post offices and improvements in a. 
number of existing ones. The British Postal Department' 
undertook to comply with the schen:i.e of improvements 
suggested by the State in three years and new offices ib. 
place~:~ most urgently required began to be opened from 
January 1918. 

The total number of post offices at end of the year 
1!)23-24 was 489, of which 4 were Head Offices, 109 
Sub-offices and 376 Branch offices. Of these, 67 were 
Combined offices. · The Postal Department is ~ow 
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affording facilities for carrying mails by the motor buses 
which have been started in ·different parts of the State. 
In addition to a through line from Shimoga to Mangalore, 
arrangements are, it is reported, in contemplation to 
have a similar line from Hassan. In the year 1921-22, 
the Director of Industries and Commerce was appointed 
Liaison Officer between the State and· the British Postal 
and Telegraphic Department. · In this capacity, he 
keeps himself in touch with the activities of the Depart
ment in the State and also represents the interests of the 
public in regard t~ the extension of postal facilities. 
According to the policy now being pursued by the Postal 
Department, no new office is opened unless it is self
supporting 'and exception is made only in the case of 
offices whose existence is found necessary on admi~is
trative grounds. 

For years before the amalgamation of the A nche with 
the Imperial Post Office, the public and the State had 
been pressing for the extension of the telegraph to a 
number of places in the State. Imperial Post Offices 
having been opened at these places, it became possible 
also to open and work telegraph offices at a small cost 
under the combined office system; and there are now 
telegraph offices at the head-quarters of all districts, at all 
the more important centres, in the planting districts, 
and at most of the principal places of trade. Excluding 
the cities of Bangalore and 1\Iysore at each of which 
there are several telegraph offices, there are now telegraph 
offices open at 42 other stations. 

The extension of telegraph facilities has not kept pace 
with the demand owing to the shortage of telegraph 
materials during the war. The restrictions in the opening 
of new combined offices having been removed, arrange
ments have been made with the Government of India 
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for opening telegraph offices in all taluk head-quarter 
stations of the State. The total number of Combined 
offices, as stated above, stands at 67. 

The following figures show the total number of Post Number of 
Post Offices 

Offices that existed in the State during the years 1916~17 between 

to 1926-27 :- 1916-1'7 to 
19-26-27. 

Year. No. of Ye&l' No. (\f 
Post Offices. Post Offices. 

1916-17 400 1922-23 602 
. 1917-18 411 1923-24 489 
1918-19 41iS 1924-25 488 
1919-20 49.'1 1925-26 498 
192()..21 494 1926-27 ... E10 
1921-22 603 

The monopoly of the Post Office iri Mysore has been Legisl~tion 
secured and its administration safeguarded and assisted ~:~:d~~~ . 
by the following measures 9f the Mysore Government :- TelegraphA. 

Under Section 3 of Regulation I of 1893, all postal Regulation t 

servants in Mysore are deemed public accountants and the of 
1893

• · . 

amounts defalcated by them are. recoverable from them 
and their securities as if they were arrears of land revenue, ': 
under Section 4 of the Regulation. · 

By Regulation VIII of 1894, the Mysore State relaxed Regulation 

the rule requiring the Post-Master-General to appear in VIII of 1894· 

person or by agent in any proceeding connected with the 
registration of any. instrument executed by him in his 
official capacity. · I 

Rules similar to those issued by the Madras Gov- Rules 

ernment requiring village officials to render aid to the requiring 
villa !ire 

post office by checking the clearance of letter boxes, officials to 

assisting runners during floods, selecting postmen and, rende~ help. 

runners, identifying payees ~f money orders and attesting 
payments, etc., have been issued. 
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Further, the Government have exempted postal officers 
of certain classes from the operation of the Mysore Arms 
Regulation and have extended free medical aid to officials 
of Imperial Post Office serving in 1\Iysore. 

To make better provision for the efficient working of 
the Postal Department in the territories of 1\Iysore, 
Regulation No. I of 1899 was passed assimilating the 
law relating to post offices in Mysore to that from time 
to time in force in British India and repealing, at the 
same time, Regulation II of 1895. Under Section 3 of 
this Regulation, offenders in 1\Iysore against the postal 
law are liable to punishment provided by the Indian 
Post Office Act and ru1es and orders thereunder, and to 
be tried and punished in 1\Iysore as in British India, 
under Section 4. 

Government and its servants are protected in 1\Iysore 
as in British India and the law of British India for the 
regulation of post· offices as well as--rules and orders 
havirig the force of law in British India are made 
applicable under Section 5 of the Regulation to the 
territories of 1\Iysore so far as they may be suitable. 

\Vith a view to apply the provisions of the Indian 
Telegraph Act of 1885 to all telegraph lines in 1\Iysore, 
Regulation No. IV of ·1899 was passed in October 1809. 
Under Sectio:p. 2 of this Regulation, privileges, powers 
and duties of Government and the telegraph authority as 
regards telegraph lines worked by the British Government, 
are vested in the British Government and its officers. 

The Government have prohibited the ·employment of 
Imperial Postal officials in the 1\Iysore State Service 
except with the previous permission of their depru:tmental 
superiors. 

Tables I to IV are appended. 
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TABLE I. 
THE FOLLOWI::-;G FIGt"RES SHOW THE IXCREASE IN LETTERS, 

POST CARDS, NEWSPAPERS, PACKETS AND PARCELS 

DELIVERED IX :hfYSORE D"CRI::-;G THE FIRST FEW YEARS 

AFTER THE AMALGAMATIO~. 

Year ~umber of 
letters, l'tc. 

1887-~S ... (Latl'st year for which statistics of the 3,951,851 
anch.e are available,) 

1889-90 ... (First year after amalgamation) ... 5,619,661.1 
7.113,886 1~\1-2-93 ... . ...... 

1002..{).3 ... ....... 10,742,264 

TABLE II. 
THE FOLLOWING TABL"'LAR STATEMENT SHOWS FOR THE 

SAME PERIOD THE· INCREASE I~ INSt"RED PARCELS, 

VAL"CE PAYABLE ARTICLES A.~D MO!'."EY ORDERS. 

Value 
Money orders 

Year Insured payable Issued Paid 
article "'rticles 

Number Amount Number Amount 

Rs. Rs. 
181<7-88 ... 2,886 9,300 47,809 8,61,000 61,498 10,72,000 
16119-90 ... 7,8:26 21,502 96,443 17,91,000 87,180 18,40,000 
1><92-93 ... 10,426 41,54S 1,50,516 26,62.000 1,18.2.57 24,31,000 
1 002-()3 ... 12,H2 92,763 3,12,056 50,1:!4,970 2.01,487 34,39,368 
Percentage of ) 

incrt'asdn five I 
years. (from r 261 346 214 209 129 ll!A) 
16~7-&8 to J 
1~92-9::J). 

TABLE III. 
THE FOLLOWIXG FIGCRES SHOW THE GROWTH OF BCSINES~ 

IS THE POST OFFICE SAVINGS R-L...-KS. 

Nurnb~>r of accounts Amount at credit of Year open on 31st March of 
the year the Depoaitor 

Rs. 
l'"-':8-89 ... 2,912 3,07,927 
11'1, ... 2-9~ ... 9,Hlli 5,69.187 
Hvl-00 ... 19,619 8,11i,67l 
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TABLE IV. 

STATEMENT OF RAILWAY BILLS ACCEPTED BY THE DEPGTY 

POST-MASTER-GENERAL, RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE AND 

SORTING, WESTERN CIRCLE, FOR ACCOMMODATION ON 
THE MYSORE RAILWAYS. 

Name of 
Nature of charge Haulage of Weij!bment Interest Railway vans system 

1 2 s 4 G 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

Mysore 
Railways. 

(i) Haulage of ml\il 
v~ns as per details 

3,524 8 6 ..... ...... 
given. 

(ii) Interest on the ...... ....... 413 14 8 
cspi tal cost of post 
offioe vans for one 
year. 

(iii) Charges for con; 
veya.nce of mails 
on Tarikere-Nara-

...... 50 0 I) ...... 
simhariijapuraline 
for one year. 

~---
Total ... 3,5~& 8 6 50 0 0 431 14 8 

Stations 
Rate per No. of Haulage Distance 

in miles mile in trains charf(e br 
From To pies dsily year 

6 7 ~I 9 I 10 I 11 

Rs. a. P· 

Bangalore City Bowringpet ... lO'J 41 1 872 9 3 

Bowringpet ... Bangalore City 102 46 1 872 9 s 
Mysore ... Arsikere ... 104 4f 1 889 11 0 

Arsikere ... Mysore ... 104 46 1 889 11 0 

---r-· 

I 
,3,524 Total ... ... .. . ... 8 6 . 
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CHAPTER XI. 

RENTS, PRICES AND WAGES. 

I. REXTS. 

THE sum payable by the occupant of unalienated land to 
Government is revenue rather than rent and is deter
mined mainly by the class of soil anq the kind of cultiva
tion carried on. The principles of assessment will be 
found described in the section on Revenue Survey and 
Settlement (Vol. III, Part II, Chapter II) .. 

·The principal measure intended to improve the position 
of the occupants and to relieve them from indebtednes is 
the collection of revenue in instalments at such intervals 
as would enable them to sell their crop first. 

The general system of land tenure is raiyatwi'iri under 
whic.h small separate holdings are held direct from 
Government. The total number of holdings according 
to the Season and Crop Repol't for 1923-24 is 1,027,596 
covering an extent of 7,803,612 acres. Of this total, 
109,755 holdings covering an extent of 101,365 acres 

·.are each less than one acre, and 4 73,941 covering an extent 
of 1,241,014 acres are each between one and five acres. 
There is also a certain number of Inam tenures which 
are wholly or partially revenue free. Land tenure~ in 
the State are described in .the sections on Survey and 
Settlement and Inam Settlement in Vol. 'rn, Part II, 
Chapter II. ' 

The following are the tenures prevalent in the Inam 
villages:-

(i) Varam.--Under this tenure, an equal division of produce 
is made between the land-lord and the tenant. The land-lord 
pays the assessment ; 

368 



-
:xr] RESTS, PRICES AND TV4GES 369 

(i; Jfukl.:uppe.-T:nder this tenure, two-thirds of the 
!Jrodu.3 go to the cultivator and one-third to the land-lord who 
pays- he assessment; 

.Iii) Arakandaya.-The land-lord gets one-fourth of the · 
)';>duce and pays half the Government assessment and the 
enant gets three-fourths of the produce and pays the other 
talf of the assessment ; 

(iv) lolakandaya.-The tenant pays a. fixed money rent 
o the land-lord for a. specified period; 

(v) Guttige.-The rent is paid in kind. 

An hereditary right of occupation is attached to all Relations 

hmdayam lands. As long as the registered occupant ~!:e:':neu' 
')a\'S Go'\'ernment dues, he has no fear of displacement, andregistt>~ 
' • occupants m 
,illd virtually possesses an ab~olute tenant right as distinct unalienated 

!'rom that of proprietorship. 'When the Government village<J. 

tinds it n<:cessary to assume the land occupied by him for 
tmLlic pmposes, he is always paid compensation, fixed by 
'nutual consent or under the Land Acquisition Regula.-
lirm. Sections 63, 64 and 65 of the Land Revenue Code 
lay down the conditions and limitations under which 
t.n occupant ruay use his land for purposes other than 
f ;,;riculture. The Land Re\'enue Code (Regulation Xo. I'\" 
: ,f lt->88 as amended by subsequent Regulations) and the 
ules framed thereunder deal in extenso with the various 
·onditions to be fulfilled for holding the land. and the 
ights and privileges attached thereto. 

!~ Chapter VII of the Land RHenue Code deals with the Re!:atious 

' ights and obligations of inan1dars and their tenants. hEt\\.,.,.u Lite 
holderls of 

. 'uch tenants as pay a rent assessed at the authorised alienated 

~·utes of Government land revenue are declared to have villages and 
tbt>ir tt>naot~. 

:.he rights of occupants of Go>ernmcnt land. Tenants 
ILl'e protected from the c:1pridvus enhancement of rent 
,)~- ina1udars and the grounds upon which and the mode 
ill \\'hich rent is enhancealJle are definitely laiJ uown. 
?r0vision is made for inarudars granting written leases 

!>I. Gr. YOL. III. • 24 
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and obtaining counterparts of them from their tei'tntF 
'Vhere written leases have been executed, the inanda.r 
are enabled to recover their rent through the revmu 
authorities as if it were a demand for Government laa 
revenue. 

The Land Revenue Code authorises Government 1 

issue a commission to any holder of alienated Ian( 
conferring upon him special powers with regard to tl 
recovery of land revenue. 

Questions ragarding the relationship of inamdars aJj 

their tenants and the administration of Inam villagE 
generally have formed the subject of discussion for 
long time. In July 1918, Government appointed : 
Commission with the Revenue Commissioner as Pre~ 
dent for investigating how far the existing rules ar 
standing orders furnish a satisfactory solution of all ou: 

· standing questions, in what respects they are defecti' 
'and what specific amendments are necessary. In the 
order constituting the Commission, the Governme1 

. referred, the .following matters for its consideration :-, 

I. Should the introduction of Survey and Settlemei 
be made compulsory in all inam villages? Or, subject to wh 
conditions may it be made compulsory on the motion I 
(a) Inamdars, (b) Tenants, and (c) Government? 

II. In what manner are the provisions of Sections t 
to 78 of the Land Revenue Code relating to rights of occ· 
pants, etc., to be applied in the case of tenants of inam villaio 
into which Survey and Settlement has been introduced? ; 

III. In what respects may Section 236 of the Lac
Revenue Code be amended and the provisions of Chapter V) 
on the 'rights and responsibilities of the inamdars . and the· 
tenants made more definite? 

IV. Should Rule 99 (c) of the Land Revenue Rul11 
regarding the recovery of arrears of quit-rent due in imL 
villages be amended, and if so, in what respects? 

V. How should the responsibilities of an inamdar ar 
the raiyatl\ of an inam village in regard to the restoration ar 
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maintenance of irrigation works, situated wholly within an 
inam village, be fixed ? 

VI.· Who should be held responsible for contribution and· 
water-rate payable to Government on lands newly converted 
into wet in an inam village from a · Government source of · 
irrigation, and what compensation, if any, may be' given to· 
Inamdars if they offer to coUect on behalf of Government ? 
Can the Block System of irrigation be introduced without the · 
inamdars' consent? 

VII. Do the existing rules in the matter of the assumption 
of the management of inam villages by Government require 
any modification, and if so, what? . 

VIII. Subject to what conditions may inam villages be 
11laced in the same position as Sircar villages in the matter of ' 
their securing the benefits of the various measures inaugurated· 
for rural improvement, e.g., the Village Improvement Scheme, 
the Tank Panchayet Scheme, the Village Forest Scheme, etc .• 
and the application of the Land Acquisition Regulation for the 
extension· of village sites, etc. ? 

IX. In what other directions are changes in the existing 
rules or the enactment . of new rules necessary to effect an · 
improvement in the relations subsisting between Inamdars and 
tenants, and to better the condition of inam villages generally? 

X. Is it necessary to have a separate regulation consoli .. 
dating all the laws in force and now proposed ·to be enacted, 
making the relationship between:-

(1) Government aud Inamdars, 
(2) Inamdars and Teuante, 
(3) Tenants and Gov.,rnment, 

. :More clear and definite ? 
• If so, the rough lines on which such legislation may be under .. 

taken may be indicated. · · 
The Commission, which was presided over by Mr. K. 

Chandy-added two other matters to the above questions 
referred by Government, v-iz. · 

(1) relationship between the Inamdars and the villaga 
officials, and 

(2) appointment of agents for i,-itti villages. 
' Suitable and exhaustive interrogatories were framed· 

by the Commission and sent to representative gentlemen 
M. Gr. VOL. III. • 24• 
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all over the State·. Twenty-eight witnesses were examined. 
Altogether, the Commission met on 15 days for the 
examination of the witnesses and for the deliberation of 
the subjects referred to it. In February 1920, the Com
mission submitted their report to Government, and in 
July 1925, Government issued their orders on it, after a . 
c!J,reful consideration of all the representations received 
on it. 

In regard to the question whether introduction of 
Survey and Settlement should be made compulsory in 
all Inam villages, Government have directed that when 
re-survey operations are in progress in any taluk, survey 
shall be introduced compulsorily into all Inam and 
Kayamgutta villages situated in it, the entire cost of 
the Survey Establishment being borne by Government. 
The incidental charges on account of flag-holders, etc., 
is· to be met by Inamdars and tenants as hitherto. 
Government may also order the introduction of survey 
in an alienated or Kayamgutta village independently of 
the re-survey operations of the· taluk on an application 
to that effect made in writing by the holder of the 
village or where there are more holders than one, on 
the application of so many of them as hold in the 
aggregate not less than two-thirds of the shares in 
such village. In such cases, the' Inamdar or Inamdars 
should pay the cost of the Survey Establishment. As 
regards settlement, Government have ruled that the 
existing facilities for introducing settlement should be 
considerably improved. They have therefore directed 
that settlement may be introduced on the application 
of the majority of Inamdars if they also hold not less 
than two-thirds of the vrittis, or on the application of 
not less than half the number of the Kadim tenants 
in the village. In the latter case, the Inamdar ·will be 
called upon to show cause why settlement should not 
be introduced and after he:.tring his objections, the 
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Hevenue Commissioner may pass orders, an appeal 
against his order lying to Government, whose decision 
will be final. As regards the cost of settlement, it will 
be waiYed if the settlement is made at the instance of 
the Inamdars, whether it synchronizes with the revision 
settlement of the taluk or not. If the settlement is 
introduced on the motion of the Kadim tenants, those 
who ask for it should bear the entire cost of the settle~ 
ment. 

In regard to the second point referred to the Commis~ 
sion, Government have ruled that in settled Inam villages 
whose owners do not hold a Commission under Section 
9\J to exercise powers under Sections 63 and 64 of the. 
Land Revenue Code, these powers may be exercised by 
the Deputy Commissioner on the application of the 
Inamdar or tenant, after due enquiry of both parties. 
One half of any penalty or fine that may,be imposed and 
recovered by the Deputy Commissioner in such case will 
be paid to the Inamdar and the other half credited to 
Government. · 

X ext, as to thethird point referred to the Commission, 
rendering more definite the provisions of Chapter VII 
(of the Land Revenue Code) on the rights and responsi~ 
Lilities of the Inamdars and tenants, the Commission 
recommended that the provisions of that Chapter, except 
Section 79, Le left unaltered. They proposed that the 
fullowing classes of raiyats should be considered as per
manent tenants :-

(i) Those who have been recognized as such, by the land
lords, or by Courts in cases to which the land-lords were 
p:;rties; 

(ii) lwlJers of lands in respect of which any alienation 
has been recognized by the lnamdars, or by Courts in cases to 
\d1id1 the Inamdars were parties or which have not been 
eontP-steJ by Inamilars for 12 years; and 

(iii) where tbe tenants have effected Jlermanent improve
ments, such as the construction of wells, t~nks, or 9ther works 



374 MYSORE GAZETTEER [CHAP. 

for the. storage of water for purposes of agriculture, the prepa
ration of land for irrigation, reclamation, drainage, etc., of land 
for garden cultivation, and are left in undisturbed possession 
for 12 years thereafter, provided that the Inamdars have made 
no contributions for such improvements nor recovered enhanced 
rent. 

These recommendations of the Commission were 
unanimous, but a majority of four against two further 

·added that permanent tenancy should be presumed when 
the Inamdar is unable to prove the origin of the tenancy 
and where the tenant establishes the fact of possession 
on payment of a fixed rent for 12 years or more. The 
Commission's recommendations have been accepted by 
the Government with the modification that the period of 
12 years suggested by them to establish permanency of 
tenure may be raised to 30 years. They have ordered 
the amendment of Section 79 of the Land Revenue Code 
in the light of these orders. 

In regard to the fourth point, whether the rule in 
regard to the recovery of arrears of quit-rent due in Inam 
villages be amended, the Commission recommended, to 
obviate the difficulties created by the joint responsibility 
of vrittidars and the consequent impossibility of putting 
purchasers in possession of the shares bought by them, 
that vrittis should be compulsorily allocated on the land, 
the officer appointed for the purpose being vested with 
plenary powers tci allocate the lands among the vrittidars 
in proportion to the income received and jodi payable 
by thelll: in cases where they do not come to any agree
ment among themselves and that the rules regarding 
the registry of Inam lands laid down by .Government 

. in February 1893 should be strictly enforced. Govern
ment have expressed the opinion that it is not practicable 
to undertake the compulsory allocation of m·ittis, as 
suggested by the Commission, where they are enjoyed in 
common by all the t•rittidars torrether and that the 

0 0 
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existing rules should therefore continue to operate. . In 
view of the recommendation of the Commission that, in 
the case of alienated holdings, permanent tenants and 
Kadim tenants are entitled to protection at the hands of 
Government, Government have ordered that necessary 
action be taken to ·amend the Land Revenue Code 
(Section 54) so that the. position of these particular classes 
of tenants may in no way be affected by the forfeiture 
and sale of alienated holdings. 

Then as to the fifth point, the fixing up of responsi~ 
bilities of Inamdars and· their. raiyats in regard to the 
restoration and maintenance of irrigation works situated 
wholly in an Inam village, the Commission recommended · 
that the raiyats · in In~m villages should be .treated in 
the same manner as raiyats in Government villages. As· 
regards maintenance, the Hanchige patti (the allocation 
statement) prepared by village officials should be prepared 
by the Amildar, and it should be incumbent on the Inamdar 
to. get work carried out according to it. As regards 
restoration, raiyats in Inam villages should be held 
responsible for the same portion of the cost of restoration 
as raiyats in Government villages and the balance of the 
estimate should be borne by the Government and Inam
dars in the proportion of the Jodi and the g'ari. In all 
cases of restoration, the plans and estimates ·should be 
sent to the Deputy Commissioner for approval, and the 
Government quota of cost should be paid only after the 
work is inspected and approved by the Deputy Commis
sioner or the officer deputed by him. Tney also recom1 
mended that the restoration of serial tanks and tanks 
above Railway lines should be made compulsory and that 
in other cases restoration should be insisted upon, where 
the Inamdar or a majority of vrittidars or a majority of 
tenants ask for it and when the cost of restoration does 
not exceed 20 times the incoi:ue under the tank. Govern
ment have accepted all these recommendations but have 
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ordered that the work of restoration should be always 
done by the Public Works Department, the contributions 

' due· from the Inamdars and the tenants being collected 
in the same manner as contributions in respect of tanks 
in Government villages. Steps are being taken to amend 

'the Minor Tank Restoration Regulation accordingly. 
·As regards .the sixth point, the fixing of liability for 

contribution and water-rate payable to Government on 
lands newly converted into :wet in an Inam village, from 
a· Government source of irrigation, and what commission 
should be paid to Inamdars for collecting the . same, 
Government have ordered that all applications for water 
from tenants in Inam villages, in cases of this kind, 
sJ;>.ould be made through the Inamdars and that the com
pen~ation to the Inamdars should be fixed at 12 ~ per 
cent. On the question of the introduction of the Block 
System of.irrigation into Inam villages, the Commission 
declared that they did not favour the proposal. Govern
ment have accepted this view of the Commission. 

· On the seventh point, whether any modifications in 
regard to the assumption of the management of Inam 
villages by Government are called for and if so, on what 
lines, Government have ordered that while Inam villages 
should not be taken up under Government management 
ordinarily, Government should have power to interfere 
and take up the management in cases of gross mis
management or unsoundness of mind. They have 
ordered the amendment of Section 120 of the Land 
Revenue Code so as to make it applicable to cases of 

· management that may arise under this newly added 
provision. 

As to the eighth point, on what conditions may Inam 
villages be placed in the same ·position as Government 
villages to secure the benefits arising from the various 
measures inaugurated from time to time by Government, 
such as the Village Impr0vement scheme, the Village 
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Forest scheme, etc., Government have directed atten
tion to the fact that Inam villages can have the benefit 
of the Village Improvement scheme under their orders 
dated 9th May ~914 and that there is no legal objec.,. 
tion to the contribution of Village Forest, Village Courts 
and Tank Panchayets in Inam villages. · As regards the 
acquisition of land, the Commission recoinmended that 
the Land Acquisition Regulation should be suitably 
amended so as to make it possible to apply it to cases 
where lands have to be . acquired for village· extension 
or other .improvement for the benefit of Inam villages, 
even though payment is not made from the public 
Treasury. Under Government order dated 19th August 
1922, the duty 'of providing village sites in the rural 
areas, whether in Government or in alienated villages, 
devolves on the District Board. Proposals for extension 
of village sites should, it is pointed out, be formulated 
by the District Board on whose· behalf acquisition of 
lands under the Land Acquisition Regulation is permis
sible at present. Consequential changes in the· Land 
Revenue Code (Sections 40, 59 and 194) and the rules 
framed under it and in the Land Improvement Loans 
Regulation (Section 4) ·are, in .the light of these 
observations of Government, being separately provided 
for. · 

On the ninth point, in what other directio~s changes 
in the existing rules or . the enactment of new rules 
are necessary to effect an improvement in the relations 
subsisting between Inamdars and their tenants and tb 
better the condition of Inam villages generally, the 
Commission recommended among ot}ler things the 
following :-

(a) Raiyats should be protected against Inamdars in the 
appropriation of gomal and communal lands; 

(b) Raiyats in villages should be given the benefit of Takavi 
Loans and Forest privileges, as ~n Government villages ; 
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(c) As in Government villages, Revenue Officers should 
make necessary enquiries as regards channel offences on com
plaints made by Inamdars ; and 

(d) In cases of widespread famine, where Government 
grant remission of revenue, the Inamdars, on prooi forthcoming 
of their having granted similar remission, may be allowed 
appropriate remission of jodi payable by them to Government. 

Government have approved of these recommendations 
and in regard to gomal and communal lands, have ordered 
that lnamdars should not be allowed to dispose of them 
without .the approval of the Deputy Commissioner. 
They have also· directed the necessary amendments to 
the Regulations bearing on the recommendations. 

Finally, in regard to point ten, whether any separate 
Regulation consolidating all the laws in force, making 
the relationship between the Government and the 
I~amdars, Inamdars and tenants, and tenants and Gov~ 
ernment, more clear and definite, the Commission were 
of· opinion that there is no need for any special enactment 
of the kind mentioned and that the Land Revenue Code 
and· the rules thereunder, with suitable amendments, 
would be sufficient. Government have expressed their 
agreement with this opinion. 

Besides the ten points referred . to the Inam Com· 
mission for investigation, the Commission included two 

·more points i:o. their Report :-

(1) The relation between Inamdars and Village officials ; and 
(2) The appointment of Agents for Yritti villages. 

As regards the former, they stated that under Gov
ernment Order dated 23rd March 1876, Inamdars can 
appoint village officials, subject to confirmation by the 
Deputy Commissioner. As regards punishment, they 
recommended that Inamdars of settled villages should 
be given the powers of an Amildar and competent 
Inamdars should be given the powers of an Assistant 
Commissioner. They proposed that the present rule 
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regarding the· payment of potgi in Ina~ villages may 
stand and as regards accounts, etc., to be maintained 
by the village officials, they suggested· that they might 
be left to the decision of Inamdars. Government.·· . 
accepted these recommendations with the modifica
tion that, in the case of settled villages, the potgi 
payable to the village officers, Patels and . Shanbhogs 
may, in the absence of custom or agreement to the 
contrary, be fixed at half of that for Government 
villages, as they haye less work than village officers in 
Government villages. They have also ruled that the 
exercise of punitive powers by the Iri.amdars should, 'in 
every case, be duly .authorized by Government by a 
commission under Section 7 (3) of the Village Officers 
Regulation. They have also provided for appeals against 
the orders passed by Inamdars holding commissions 
under Section 99 of the Land Revenue Code, by. the 
addition· of a specific provision in it. ' Appeals against 
the orders of an Inamdar exercising an Amildar's powers· 
will lie to the Assistant Commissioner in charge of the 
Division and appeals in the case of an Inamdar exercising 
the powers of an Assistant Commissioner will lie to the 
Deputy Commissioner of the District. · 

Regarding the appointment of Age~ts for' Vritti 
villages, the Commission was of opinion that the rules 
laid down by Government in their order dated 2~th 
September 1871 in the matter of the recognition. of 
Agents for Vritti villages are sufficient and should he 
strictly enforced. They, however, added that, where 
there is no agreement among the Vrittidars as regards 
the person who is to be appointed as Agent, one of the 
Vrittidars may be selected, failing which the Patel or 
the Shanbhog may be made Agent and that five per cent 
of the gross collection should be paid as remuneration 
to him. Government have approved of these recom
mendations of the Commission. 
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Certain phases in the relations between registered 
occupants and tenants are dealt with in Sections 64 and 
77; Land Revenue Code and Rule 40 of the Land 
Revenue Rules.· 

An occupant of land appropriated for purposes of 
agriculture is entitled by himself,· his tenants or legal 
representatives to erect farm buildings and dwelling 
houses for agriculturists and their labourers, construct 
wells or tanks, or make any other improvement thereon 
for the better cultivation of the land or its more convenient 
occupation for the purposes aforesaid. But, if the 
holding or any part thereof is to be appropriated for any 
other purpose, the registered occupant should invariably 
apply to the Deputy Commissioner for permission to so 
appropriate the holding and, unless the Deputy Commis
sioner shall in particular instances otherwise direct, no 
such application shall be recognized except it be made by 
the registered occupant. ·Any tenant or any occupant 
or any other person holding under or through an occupant 
who shall, without the registered occupant's consent, 
appropriate any land appropriated for purposes of agricul
ture to any purpose unconnected with ·agriculture and 
thereby render the registered occupant liable to the 
penalties prescribed in the Land Revenue Code shall be 
responsible to the registered occupant in damages, 
provided that the Deputy Commissioner may, instead of 
fining the registered occupant as prescribed in the Code, 
fine any tenant or any other person holding under or 
through the occupant, who may have without the regis
tered occupant's consent appropriated any such land to 
any•purpose unconnected with agriculture. 

In order to prevent the forfeiture of an occupancy under 
the provisions of the ~and Revenue Code or of any other 
law for the time being in force, through non-payment, by 
the registered occupant, of the land revenue due on 
account of the occupancy, it is lawful under Section 77 
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. of the Code for the tenant interested in the continuance 
of the occupancy to pay, on behalf of such registered· 
occupant, all sums due on account of land revenue and 
for the Deputy Commissioner to receive the same. And 
in any such case, the Deputy Commissioner may give to 
the tenant who has paid the land revenue such aid for 
the recovery of the proportional amounts which he may 
consider to be properly payable by other persons in 
occupation or enjoyment of parts of a field or survey 
number as he might legally have given, had the tenant 
so paying been the registered occupant. But, the 
privileges conferred on the tenant by Section 77 of the 
Code as aforesaid do not· affect the rights of the-tenant 
and the registered occu,pa.nt as the same may be established 
in any suit between them in a Court of competent 
jurisdiction, · 

The tenant of a registered occupant is entitled, under 
Rule 40 of the Land Revenue Rules, to notice before the 
occupancy is declared forfeited for non-paymcmt of the 
land revenue due on it, provided he registers his name 
and his interest in the occupancy in a Register kept 'in 
the Taluk Cutcherry for the purpose and pays on every 
application for such registry a fee of one RupeE!" in the 
shape of Court Fee Stamps of that value to be affixed 
to the application. The registry thus made does not 

·give a right to the tenant so registe~ing to receive notice~ 
under this rule for more than five official years beginning 
with the year of registry unless a fresh application is· 
made before the expiry of the period and the entry in tpe 
register is renewed. ·No fee will, however, be charged· 
on application for such renewal: 

The following extract from the Imperial Gazetteer of Influence of 

India may be said to hold good generally in Mysore ~~!;~~on 
also:- ' 

"The incidence of rents may be said generally to depend 
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on the interaction of three forces, custom, competition and 
legislation. In the early days of British rule, custom was 
everywhere paramount and even now, the influence of com
petition is comparatively restricted. A rise of prices, for 
instance, even in unfettered tenancies, does not necessarily 
entail a concurrent rise in rents. The rent legislation of India 
starts from a basis of custom and while accepting the legitimate 
influence of competition, seeks to confine that influence 
within reasonable limits. It aims not so much at the 
curtailment of advantages naturally accruing to landlords as 
at the maintenance of rights already conferred on tenants 
by custom. Custom is, therefore, still to a large extent the 
foundation of Indian rents." 

II. PRICES. 

Since the year 1866, the prices of some of the articles 
have been published in the Mysore Gazette under the 
head "Nirakpatti" or "Prices current." The prices 
have also been reported in fortnightly returns from the 
Districts. An abstract of each year's prices has been 
made and embodied in an official publication entitled 
"Retail prices of some principal articles of food in 
1\Iysore," first issued in March 1901. 

The statement given below, of retail prices from 
1886, is confined only to four principal food grains, 
viz., Rice, Ragi, Jolam (Sorghum-vulgare) and Bengal
gram (Oicer Arietinum), for which a complete· record 
exists. 

Prices ..are expressed, according to the usual Indian 
method, in terms of the number of seers sold for a 
rupee. 

The averages for each quinquennium between 1886 
and 1915 and the years 1916 to 1923 are given. The 
average is for all the eight Districts in the State. 
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AVERAGE QUANTITY OF GRAL~ IN SEERS PER RUPEE. 
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Good crops were· harvested throughout the country 
and towards the close of 1889; owing to the apprehended 
scarcity in some of the neighbouring Districts of Madras, 
there was a large export of grains. 

The year 1891-1892 was one of serious famines in most 
parts of Southern India, and in Mysore, it was ha,ppily 
a year of only moderate agricultural disturbance. The 
rains everywhere were below the average. The year 
1892-1893 was one of agricultural prosperity. Towards 
the close of 1893-1894, the retail prices of the principal 
food grains, which during 1892-1893 remained high 
owing to the drought of the previous year, became more 
favourable and in 1894-1895 they remained aimosJ 
stationary. · 

There was a falling off in prices during 1895-1896, but in 
subsequent years there was a rise and in 1899-1900, there 
was a general rise in the price of ragi and jola and also 
in that of rice in some Districts. 

PriCf'S of 
1fl86-1890; 

Prices of 
1891-1895. 

Prices of 
1896-1900. 



Prices of 
1901-1900. 

l'rices of 
1906-1910. 

Prices of 
1911-19l5. 
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The prices went down gradually from 1901-1902 till 
th~ eai:ly part of the year 1904-1905, when they began 
to rise on account of deficiency of supply in the markets 
due to the withholding of a portion of the stock by the 
producers and merchants in view of the uncertainty of 
the seasons. The harvests were poor owing to deficient 
rainfall. 

Throughout the year 1905-1906, the retail prices were 
higher than in the previous year. · From the beginning 
they .showed a tendency to rise and in the last fortnight 
of the year, they were nearly from 20 to 40 per cent 
higher. This· was due to a general failure of the harvest 
owing to want of rain. The Shimoga District suffered 
most, the prices there being nearly 50 per cent higher 
than the average prices of the District, and rice 
had to be imported into the District from the Madras 
Presidency. In 1906-1907, the prices showed a tendency 
to rise in spite of increase in the out turn. During 1907-
1908 and 1908-19091 there was a rise in the prices of 
rice, ragi, cholam and Bengal-gram and significantly in 
the case of ragi, the staple food grain of the State, whi.ch 
rose by 25 per cent. The higher prices are ascribed to a 
perceptible falling off in the total outturn of paddy and 
ragi in the State and the large exports C?f ragi from the 
Districts to parts of British' India. The year Hl08-Hl09 
was a year of distress and relief measures were adopted. 
Though there was a de'cided improvement in the outturn 
of crops during 1909-1910, the fall in prices was but 
slight and the prices continued much above the normal 
average of previous years. 

During 1910-1911, there was a fall in price due in a 
large measure to the favourable seasonal conditions and 
to the good harvests of the year. During the next three 
years, there was a general rise in the prices owing to the 
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failure of the mungar rains and also to the exportation of 
food grains to affected parts outside the State. There 
was generally no large variation during 1914-1915 in the 
aYerage prices of rice and ragi though the price of Bengal
gram increased in all . the Districts owing to the poor 
yield of the crop. The price of ragi was somewhat 
higher in the Hassan, Shimoga and Kadur Districts 
while in other Districts, there was a fall. · 

During the year 1916-1917, _the price of rice rose 
slightly, due to the decrease in the outturn under paddy, 
in the districts of Mysore, Hassan and Shimoga. The 
prices of ragi and Bengal-gram, however, remained 
stationary in the Hassan and Chitaldrug Districts and 
the price of cholam rose appreciably in the Shimoga. 
District. During 1917-18 there was an abnormal rise 
in the prices of all staple grains owing to exports and 
the conditions brought about by the Great European 
War. 

During 1919-20, there was a slight rise in the prices 
of rice, ragi and Bengal-gram and an appreciable fall in 
the price of jolam. The prices were stationary during 
1020-21. A general fall in the prices of these important 
food crops was noticeable during 1921-22 and especially 
that of ragi was appreciable. ·In 1922-23, there was a 
further slight fall in the prices of rice, cholam and Bengal
gram while there was a slight rise in the prices of ragL 
During the last year of the quinquennium, there was a· 
slight rise in the price of rice and an appreciable rise in 
the pri~es of ragi and cholam owing to unfavoutable 
seasonal conditions in some parts of the State. 

Prices of 1916, 
1917, l~B and 
1919. 

The General Administration Reports of the State till- Wholesale 

18'..J.j contain statements of wholesale prices, and the prices. 

fortnightly statements of wholesale prices of food grains, 
etc., at the head-quarters of the eight Districts of the 

M. Cl', YOL. III. 25 
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State are being regularly published in the Mysore Gazette 
since ltl99. 

The following tabular statement shows the average 
wholesale prices of the principal food grains in the State 
during eacl;t year from 1881-82 to 1923-24 

E ~ ~ ;.; 
:; §. " ~ "" "" ~ s...:. 1:' s-0 

Years ~~ '"E Years '" 
., 1!1 

"':; "" ..... 
e!:: ~I: -F toll-. ;:: 
~.; 1~ s:<:!' ";:.::-.. "iii: .. 'tj, ~~ ~-~ 

"' .. 0 ;:i 

~-.: "' - .. i:9 P:l S" ~ ~ 5" ~-.: 

1881-82 .. , 12•1'6 27"23 26•50 14•06 19U3·04 .•. 10·18 36 81 31•62 10'00 
1882-8=~ .... 15•2::1 ~3·6ll 26•60 14•11 1904-05 ... fi'4a 20·CO 22"11:! u·so 
1883-84 ... 16'00 36•57 31'0o 15·14 1905-06 ... 6·68 14•50 14•00 9·1S 
1&;4-85 ... 1419 25·86 l7'50 15"23 1906-07 ... 7'25 17-50 17•87 b7"6 
1885-86 ... i'l-77 26'66 •l2'o0 13·21 1907-08 .. 618 15•18 15·25 7•94 
1886-87 ... 14'32 54·85 so.oo 14'94 1908-09 ... 1)'43 1hl3 11•81 6·74 
1887-88 ... 14'38 43 6' 37'50 14•57 J909-1o ... 6 43 14•93 H·1fl 7"99 
188!H:i9 ... H·69 40•85 35 5ll 1il>91 1910-11 .•. 7'56 10"26 20·12 9'~1 
1889-110 ... ll"65 39·38 Sl'<JO 11'19 1911-12 ... 6•87 14";)() 14-56 8•96 
1890-91 ... 9•88 28·97 29·00 12•01 1912-13 ... li•56 16"18 1s·a7 8·33 
1891-92 ... 8·35 20•58 17•311 11-43 1913-14. ... s·so 14•12 1'281 7'89 
1892-911 ... 10'77 27·82 25'26 9·00 1914-15 ... 6 86 16'30 14.85 6·40 
1893-94 ... 10•:.!6 30•23 26•03 9·25 1916-16 .•• 7'22 1Nl8 1~·35 7·09 
1894-95 ... 9·!17 31'47 24•77 12'25 1916-17 ... 7":!4 17•69 15•42 7·36 
1896-96 ... 10•44 34'2~ 30"iH 10·93 1917-18 ••. 6•:12 14•86 12•20 6'75 
1896-97 ... 9"41 23-lll 19•66 8•9.1 1918-lJ .•• 4•66 8·88 6•89 4·H 
1R97-9!l ••. 1:190 2 1'31 17"42 7·95 1919-20 ... 4'21 7•.)5 8·83 3·5· 
1898-99 ••• 10•59 2380 23-CiO 10-er, 1920..21 ... 4"17 7·f>5 8•16 3'54 
1899-00 ... 9•35 17·34 15"39 9'55 1921-2'l ... 4"54 10·26 8 51 3•77 
19DO-Ol ... 8·11 J4 64 1::1.3~ 7•30 19~2-21 ... 4•88 91>2 9-52 4•88 
1901 02 ... Jo·os 17"A8 2J•65 9·94 1923-iH ... 4'70 1:161 8•33 5"88 
190~-03 ... 10·82 25•71 25·71 10•00 

It will be observed from the above statement that, 
notwithstanding occasional variations, the prices all 
round· have been showing a more or less steady ten
dency to rise; so that; during the 37 years from 1886 
to 1923, the prices of all food grains have risen 
a.ppreciably. 

The question remains whether any conclusions can be 
drawn as to the operation of general causes which have 



XI] RENTS, PRICES AND WAGES 387 

tended to raise or depress prices. The conditions affect
ing prices generally may be ascribed to-

(1) short crops owing to the failure of the north-east 
monsoon on which a good harvest entirely depends, 

(2) large exports to adjoining territories of British India, 
(3) the raiyats laying by in store and keeping back from 

the market part of their produce as a result of the experiences 
of distress, 

(4) the levelling of prices due to the facilities of transport 
by 1ail to parts where harvests are deficient, 

(5) the steady rise in the standard of living of the 
people, 

(6) the heavy exports to distant parts of the world stimu
lated by reduced production in countries beyond the seas, 
resulting in shortage in the. world's supply, 

(7) the gradual displacement of food grains by more 
remunerative industrial crops in the area under cultivation, 
and 

(8) a redundant currency. 

III. 'WAGES. 

The daily wages for unskilled and skilled labour vary 
in different Districts from 4 annas to Re. 1-0-0, and 8 
annas to lls. 3-0-0 respectively, as may be seen from the 
following statement for the year 1223-24 :-

:No. District Unskilled labour Skilled labour 

1 Dan galore ... 8 As. toRe. 1 12 As. to Rs. 2 
2 Kolar ... 8 " 

12 As . Re. 1 toRs. 1-8-0 
3 Tumkur ... 6 

" 
12 As. Re. 1 to Rs. 2-0-0 

4 My sore ... 8 " 
Re. 1 Re. 1 to Rs. 2-8-0 

5 Hassan ... 6 " 
8 As. Re. 1 to Rs. 2-0-0 

6 Shimoga ... 4 
" 

12 As. 8 As. toRs. 3 
7 Kadur ... 6 

" 
Re. l 15 As. to Rs. 2 

8 Chitaldrug ... 4 
" 

Re. 1 8 As. toRs. 2 
1-

For the State ... 4 As. toRe. 1 8 As. toRs. 3 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 

Rates for 
unskilled and 
skilled labour. 



V e.riations of 
wages. 

General 
conditions 
affecting 
wages. 

388 MYSORE GAZETTEER [CHAP. 

In 1876, the average rates of wages for skilled labour 
were 4 annas to 1 rupee a day, unskilled about 2 annas 
to 8 annas a day. 

In 181)3, the following were the rates of daily 
wages:-

No. District Unskilled labour Skilled l&bo ur 

.1 Bangalore ... 2 Annas to 6 As. 8 As. to 12 As . 
2 Kolar ... 4 " 6 As. 10 .. l Re. 
3 Tumkur · ... 4 

" 6 As. 8 " 12 As. 
4 My sore ... 2 " 

4 As. 8 " 
12 As. 

5 Hassan ... 2 
" 

4 As. 8 
" 1i Rs. 

6 Shimoga ... 2 " 4 As. 8 " 
1 Re. 

7 Kadur .. 3 " 
6 As. 8 

" 
1 Re. 

8 Chitaldrug ... 4 " 8 As. 8 .. 1 Re. 

The minimuiP daily wages for skilled labour had thus 
doubled. in 17 years in all districts and that for unskilled 
labour had doubled in three districts and increased by a 
half in another. 

From 1893 to 1916, during a period of 23 years, the 
minimum rate for skilled labour rose by 50 per cent in 

. two districts (Tumkur and Mysore) while it remained 
stationary in the districts of Hassan, Kadur and Chi tal drug 
and it slightly fell in the Bangalore and Shimoga Dis
tricts. It increased by 20 per cent in the Kolar District. 
There was no perceptible change in the minimum rate 
of wages for unskilled labour during the same period. 
The wages for skilled labour have steadily risen from 6 
Annas toRs. 2~ in 1917-18 to 8 Annas toRs. 3 in 1923-24 
and those for unskilled labour have varied between 2 
A:i:n:ias, 8 pies toRe. 1 in 1917-18 and 4 annas to Rs. 2 
during 1918-19. 

Agriculture being the main industry of the State, there 
is comparatively less demand for skilled labour. The 
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wages of skilied labour are not altogether regulated by the 
operation of the ordinary law of supply and demand and 
are generally more or less on a par with those paid in the 
adjacent parts of India. The wages of unskilled labour, 
however, depend mostly on custom and are not easily 
influenced by competition except very temporarily. In 
big tmms and other places where there is a steady demand 
for skilled labour, irrespective of the conditions of the 
season, the tendency of wages is to increase with the rise 
in rrices of food stuffs. Numerous coffee plantations in 
the west of Mysore, railway construction, large expendi
ture on Public Works and greater activity in house~ 
building and the pla~e. account for the rise in wages. 
The establishment of mills and factories in the State and 
the development of mining and other industries have 
exercised a great degree of influence, illustrating the 
economic theory that wages depend mainly on the demand 
and supply of labour. The failure of crops destroys a 
large portion of the fund used in paying wages and the · 
numbers seeking employment are greatly enhanced, so 
that tho~;e, who find it, often obtain in return the barest 
subsi~tence. \Vhen, however, a rise in the price of agri
cultural produce is due tu a larger demand, and extra 
profits are thus obtained by the cultivator or land-owner, 
wages may and do rise. 

The rise or fall in the prices of food grains does not 
affect the wages of labour in the rnalnad tracts, as in 
aJdition to the money wages which are on a par with thos' 
prevailing in the maidan parts, they receive their rations. 
It must, however, be observed that any fluctuation in 
prices of food grains may not necessarily produce any 
i1umediate corresponding change in cash wages of labour 
uu account of the deep conservative instincts of the masses 
and the fact that wages are generally controlled more by 
custom than by competition unless the demand for skilled 
hlJour increases rapidly in any specified locality. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

FAMINE. 

I. HISTORY OF PAST FAMINES AND OF 

FAMINE RELIEF. 

THE information about famines due to drought, previous FaminPR prior 
to 1876-77, 

to the year 1876-77, is very scanty, but dreadful famines 
followed the devastations of the Mahratta armies and the 
wars with Mysore at the e~d of the eighteenth century. 
During the invasion of Lord Cornwallis, when the 
country was attacked on all sides and penetrated in every 
direction by hostile armies, or by defending armies little 
less destructive, one-half at least of the inhabitants are 
said to have perished of starvation. In the last century, 
periods of scarcity occurred in 1824, 1831 and 1833. 
The ten years following 1851 were a time of great trial 
when year after year the scanty and unseasonable rainfall 
kept the agricultural classes in constant dread of actual 
want. Two or three seasons ensued which were prospe-
rous, but in 1866, famine was again prevalent in Chital-
drug and the north-eastern parts of the State. 

The failure of rain in the years 1875-76 and 1876-77, 
brought about a famine such as was never known before! 
The beginning of the cnJamity was the partial failure of 
the rains in 1875, the fall being from one-third to two· 
thirds of the average. l\fuch of the food crop was lost; 
but owing to the usual large stocks in the State, only 
temporary or occasional distress was caused, the price of 
grain being within double the ·ordinary rates. In 1876, 
the rainfall was again very short and barely a third of 
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the ordinary harvest was reaped. Matters were aggra
vated by the fact that crops had failed in the adjacent 

_ Districts of Madras and Bombay, and by the middle of 
December, famine had begun .. From then till 1\larch 
1877 matters grew worse. The only railway from Madras 
to Bangalore brought in daily 500 tons of food enough 
to support 9,00,000 people; yet the prices of the food 
stuffs ranged during those months at four to five times the 
ordinary rates. In April and May 1877, the usual spring 
showers fell, and hope revived. But as the month of 
June wore on and July came, it was apparent that the 
early rains were going to fail again, for the third year in 
succession. Panic and mortality spread among the 
peopie, famine increased .and became sore in the land. 
In May 1877, 100,000 starving paupers were being fed 
in relief kitchens, but by August the numbers rose to 
227,000 besides 60,000 employed on the railwayto 1\Iysore. 
The Viceroy, Lord Lytton, visited Mysore and appointed 
Mr. (afterwards Sir Charles) Elliot as Famine Commis
sioner, with a large staff of European Assistants. Relief 

-works were now concentrated, and: gtatuitous relief was 
confined to those whose conditio~ was too low to expect 
any work from them at all. Bountiful rains rn Septem
ber and October caused the cloud to lift a:Q.d the pressure 
of famine began to abate. During the eight months 
of extreme famine, no crops were reaped; the price of 
grains ranged fro~ three to six times the ordinary rates; 
and for the common · people, there were no means- of 
earning wages outside the relief works. Even in 1877-78, 
the yield of harvest was less than half the c'rop of an 
ordinary year. From November 1877 to December 1878, 
prices ranged at nearly three times the rate of ordinary 
years. In 1878-79, the season was exceptionally favour
able, and though there were not wanting causes for 
serious anxiety, the crops, particularly the rice and ragi 
cr~ps, on which the agricultural prosperity of the country 
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mainly depends, were most bountiful. Although the 
rainfall in 1878 was slightly less than . that gauged in 
1877, it was more seasonably distributed, and did not, as 
in the end of 1877, cause damage by copious but untimely 
fall. A plentiful harvest soon effected 1t most welcome 
fall in prices, especially in the prices of food grains 
consumed by the people, which were sold at rates within 
the reach of the ~poor. The mortality in this famine has 
been estimated at 11 millions in a population of 5l.mil:
lions. The mean annual birth rate of 36 per 1,000· was 
reduced to one-half. 

The finanCial effects of the famine were indeed very Financial 

disastrous. The invested surplu~ of 63 lakhs had disap- effects. 

peared and a debt o~ 80 ·lakhs had been incurred. 

According to the Report of the Indian Irrigation Com- Bad and good 

mission, the average annual rainfall for l\Iysore i,!'!: 34 years. 

inches and the number of dry years and years of drougW 
that may be expected in a cycle of 50 years are 9 and 3 
respectively. The Revenue Commissioner, in his report 
on the Administration of relief measures during 1908-09, 
has classified the 28 years from 1881-82 to 1908-09 
into-

( a) "Good years" (numbering 11) in which the rainfall 
was timely, sufficient and generally seasonable throughout the 
State; . · 

(b) "tolerable years" (numbering 9) in which either 
of the two monsoons proved scanty or gave rise to apprehen~ 
sions of scarcity but subsequent rains materially improved the 
situation; and . 

(c) "bad years " (numbering 8) in which the rainfall was, 
on the whole, defective and unseasonable or ill-distributed. 

Under the last class are included the years 1883-84, Di~tress of 

1884-85, 1891-92, 1899-1900, 1904-05, 1905-06, 1907-08 J!ltla-!?4 and 
. 1884·86. 

and 1908-09. Taking the years under class (c), we find 
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that the years 1883-84 and 1884-85 caused grave anxiety 
to the Government. In the former year, the dry crops 
in the north-eastern and eastern districts yielded from 
one-fourth to half of the normal average. In 1884-85 
the unfavourable conditions of the first half of 18~3-84 
appeared in an aggravated form. This state of things 
was, however, ch~nged by the fall of heavy rains about 
the end of September; and subsequently the season 
ass.umed a favourable aspect. · 

The five years preceding 1891-92 were years of normal 
prosperity. In 1891-92 the rains of October proved a 
sad disappointment. In the maidan parts of 1\Iysore and 
Hassan District, the south-west monsoon was scanty and 
precarious. The northern and eastern districts did not 
get any of the early rains. A few showers which came 
later on permitted of. the sowing of nearly the usual 
extent of land with ordinary dry crops in the northern 
taluks. These began to fade from insufficient moisture. 

Besides the regular relief works, but under the same 
agency and serving the same objects as those works, were 
the drinking water-wells for which a total grant of 
Rs. 1;38,000 (chiefly from Local Fund) was sanctioned. 
There were in hand 850 such wells, principally new 
wells undertaken wherever most needed, besides a num
ber of old wells which r~quired deepening. They were 
all works of permanent utility but were of special 
immediate value owing to the scarcity of drinking wa.ter 
which existed in most places. 

In 1891, the Government resolved to make advances 
for the sinking of irrigation wells at a normal rate of 
interest, repayable by easy instalments in a long series of 
years; no further security was demanded than the well 
and the land it irrigated, exemption to the raiyat from 
enhanced assessment on the ground of the well being 
guaranteed. Accordingly the working of the scheme in 
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the year 1892, in each of the districts of Kolar, Tumkur, 
Chitaldrug and Bangalore, was entrusted to . a special 
officer under the Deputy Commissioner. The loans 
sanctioned aggregated Rs. 2,80,000 for 917 Kapile and 
530 Yiitam wells caculated to irrigate 5,252 acres. 

Another important class of works for which Government 
loans were given was the construction and repair of 
Siiguvali Kattes. During the distress of 1891-92, loans 
to the extent of Rs. 21,17 5 were sanctioned for 251 such 
works calculated to benefit 5,069 acres. · 

The total outlay on the several measures adopted by 
Government (excluding remission of · revenue) was 
Rs. 14,05,000 .. 

The rainfall in July and August 1899 was below the 
normal and the north·east monsoon was also deficient and 
unequally distributed. In the case of dry crops, the late 
sowings proved more .or less a failure; and as regards 
irrigated crops, the serious deficiency in tank·fi\ling rains 
affected the outturn of the Kiirtik harvest and prevented 
cultivation of the Vaisakh. There was a general rise in 
the prices of food grains, especially ragi. .Towards the 
close of the official year, the outlook in the m.aidan parts 
was again gloomy. A few test works to give relief to 
villagers were opened in the Bagepally Taluk of the 
Kolar Districl' and Mandya Taluk of the Mysore District. 
The rains of September and October 11599 considerably 
improved the prospects in almost all parts of the State. 

1 

Distress of 
1899-1900. 

. The heavy rains of 1903.04 had been productive of Distress of 

serious injury to the tanks of the Kolar District. In 1908-oo. 
1904·05, the north·easf monsoon was a failure and in the 
next year, all the Districts, except Bangalore and Hassan, 
were similarly affected. In 1907 ·08, the rnaidan districts 
except Mysore fared badly, the early rains being neither 
seasonable nor evenly distributed. The north·east 
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monsoon proved most disappointing in all the districts and 
the minfall in November was scarcely above the average 
with the result that there was insufficient supply of water 
in the tanks for the faisakh crops. The year 1908-0\) 
was thus preceded by three bad years. 

The distress was severe in intensity both on account" of 
the antecedent bad years as well as of the very deficient 
and unseasonable rainfall, combined with insufficient 
stock of food grains and abnormally high prices. By 
December 1908, the effects o~ the severe drought began 
to be felt by the people. Even before this, the raiyats in 
the arid tracts of Tumkur and Hassan Districts became 
solicitous about fodder for cattle and went in large mpn
bers to the jungles in the malnad parts of 'Mysore, 
Shimoga and Kadur. In the Districts of 1\fysore, Tmnkur 
and Chitaldrug, the distribution of gratuitous relief on a 
small scale became indispensable. By January 1909, the 

· campaign of relief operations was systematically taken on 
hand. By the end of January and the commencement of 
February, the raiyats of small holdings and the labourers 
began to feel the pinch. The hottest part of the year 
having set in, the difficulty for water and fodder began to 
greatly aggravate the hardships of the people who 
could only reap a very scanty harvest and who were 
therefore forced to buy food grains at high prices. Thus 
a number of causes combined to make the distress acute 
in February and March. In April, 1\fay and June, the 
relief operations were in full swing in the· maidan dis
tricts but the rains of April and M:ay mitigated the distress 
to a large extent. In June and July, the break in the 
rain caused apprehensions, but in August, the copious 
rainfall materially improved the situation and by the end 
of September all the special relief establishments were 
practically abolished. 

The affected tracts comprised about 5,600 villages, 
spread over all the districts, with a total area of about 
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7, SOO sr1uare miles and a population of about one million 
and four hundred thousand. 

The total cost to Government under direct and indirect 
measures of relief amounted to Rs. 19 lakhs. 

The south-west monsoon of 1923 was very feeble in Distress of 

the eastern distri.cts of the State and the north-east ms-24
' 

monsoon that followed was a complete failure.. The result 
was that a major portion of the Kolar and Tumkur Dis-
tricts and a small portion of the Bangalore and Mysore 
Districts suffered from drought, want of cattle fodder and 
want of employment for the labouring classes. 

As soon as the first signs of distress was apparent, suit
able measures of relief were . taken. The sinking of 
temporary wells was largely resorted to. The import of 
fodder was encouraged by Railway freight facilities, and 
Government depots, for selling straw and hay procured 
from elsewhere, were opened. Forests were thrown 
open for free grazing and the driving of valuable cattle to 
malnad forests was organised. 1'ank maintenance, tank 
restoration and village improvement works were started 
as locally required, to provide labour within easy reach. 
Land improvement, Takm~i and Irrigation well loans are 
being freely given. Relief to weavers, mainly through 
Co-operative Societies, has been arranged for. In extreme 
cases, gratuitous relief is being afforded to helpless 
persons. Certain relaxations have been ordered about 
the levy and collection of revenue on wet lands in th1 
affected tracts. The growth of fodder crops has been 
encouraged under the Krishnaraja Sagara and Vani Vilas 
Sagara. 

Instructions issued up to lOth April 1924 have been 
summarised in a hand-book which has been issued 
recently. 

Since the operations connected with relid are still 
going on, the total cost has not been given. 
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II. THE CAUSES OF F A:Ml:XE. 

The following extract from the Imperial Gazetteer of 
India describing the causes of famine holds good in 
:Mysore also :-"Famine is a disease of all agricultural 
countries. India is and has always been mainly agri
cultural under conditions peculiarly exposed to famine. 
The soil is parcelled out in minute farms. The farmers 
have no capital and depend on unorganised local 
credit which shrinks when harvests fail. Off the land, 
but dependent on it, are millions of agricultural labourers, 
the vast majority of whom have only casual employment 
and are thrown out of work when the harvests fail. Thus 
the masses of the Indian people depend upon harvests, 
and these depend upon a periodic, by no means regular 
rainfall.'' "When both the monsoons fail, distress becomes 
inevitable and its intensity is often governed by the 
quantity of rainfall in the years immediately preceding. 
Not only human beings but cattle also suffer from failure 
of rainfall owing to lack of water-supply and fodder. 

III. THE FAMINE PROBLEM AND 1\IODERN RELIEF. 

The consolidation of British rule in India has put an 
end to rapine and war. Engaged in peaceful occupations, 
the people are rapidly multiplying; but the growth gf new 
industries absorbs only a portion of the increase in 
population. The pressure on the land, therefore, increases, 
the supply of agricultural labour outruns the demand for 
it in the rnaidan districts and agricultural wages are 
low. Agricultural holdings get sub-divi<,led and become 
small in extent owing to laws of inheritance. Primitive 
methods of cultivation are therefore followed and agri
cultural 'profits are low. Food grains and fodder are 
not usually accumulated for more than a year and only 
about 16 per cent of the occupied area is protected by 
in-igation, the rest being liable to suffer from the effects 
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of drought which, as pointed out above, recurs in at least 
12 years out of a cycle of 50 years. Hence the famine 
problem. 

The first Mysore Famine Code was ushered into The Famine 
Code. existence amidst the agonies of the great Famine of 

1876-78. In supersession of discordant orders and diver-
gent methods, it was an authoritative decla.ration of 
policy and procedure in detail. The Famine Commission 
of 1880 commended the idea aud the Government of 
India afterwards laid down the broad principles of famine 
administration in a draft provisional Code for British 
India and another for Native Rtates. In adopting the 
draft provisional Code for .British India, with modifi.ca· 
tions required to adapt it to the local circumstances and 

, administrative machinery of 1\Iysore, one point upon the 
importance of which the Durbar laid special stress was 
the provision of works for the relief of the agricultural 
population in the vicinity of their villages. This principle 
was maintained in the subsequent Code of 1896 and 
received the approval of the Government of India in their 
Ber;olution published on the 31st August 1901. 

According to Section 49 of the, Famine Code of 1909, 
the Revenue Commissioner is vested with the chief exe
cutive control of Famine Administration in addition to 
his ordinary duties, unless a separate Famine_ Commis-
sioner is appointed. 

The Revenue Commissioner is kept informed at all 
times of the state of the season and the course of prices. 

Complete and well-considered programmes of relief 
works are prescribed for each dis'tt·ict showing the popu
lation and the maximum number of units in thousands 
for whom relief work is required. Reserves of tools and 
plant are stocked and lists of persons suitable on 

Famine 
Commisijioner 

f. tanding 
preparations. 
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emergency for famine establishments are prepared in each 
district. 

Apart from the failure of rain and the upward tendency 
of prices, the following symptoms demand attention as 
being warnings of possible distress:-

(!) Contraction of private charity indicated by the 
wandering of paupers ; 

(2) Contraction of credit; 
(3) Feverish activity in the grain trade; . 
(4) Rest.Iessness indicated by an increase of crime; 
(5) Unusual movements of flocks and herds iu search of 

pasturage; and 
(6) Unusual migration of people. 

'When the failure of rain'causes anxiety, active prepara
tions are made to put heart into the people. Accordingly 
meetings are held, the famine policy is explained, non
official relief agency and private charity are organised, and 
a central committee of the most influential residents is 
appointed in each taluk to advise generally, to stimulate 
private charity, collect subscription in cash or grain and 
later on, if necessary, to manage village works. Village 
inspection begins,' programmes of public and village 
works are scrutinized· to St;e whether the works 
included in them for the tract likely to be affected are 
sufficient, ar:r;angements are made for the tools and plant 
of all kinds required for the selected works to be held in 
readiness for immediate use, preliminary arrangements 
ate made for strengthening the Civil, Engineering, Police 
and Medical establishments, as necessity arises; every 
effort is made to ensure and to encourage prompt disposal 
of applications for Takavi advances for the sinking of 
wellS', the construction or improvement of private tanks, 
etc. ; early steps to meet the scarcity of fodder or drinking 
water are taken and enquiries as to the extent to which 
suspension of revenue will be necessary, are instituted. 
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If the uneasiness intensifies, the Government would review 
the financial position and decide what allotments should be 
made in the event of famine relief being necessary and 
what services should be reduced for the purpose. 

The preparations above referred to having been comp: The period 

leted, further developments are watched. If the outlook of test. 

does not materially improve, the fact whether there is 
merely scarcity or whether distress requiring relief exists, 
is determined by properly putting into operation a "test . 
work." Every arrangement is made to ensure safety · 
and health of the mass of people in the areas affected. 
\Vhen test works begin to attract people in large· 
nuinbers, the existence .of distress is considered proved. 
The condition of those who seek employment on the test 
works is closely watched and a look-out is kept by 
village inspection ..on the condition of those who stay in 
their villages. Simultaneo,lsly with the opening of test 
works, poor houses at the chief centres of the tracts 
1mder observation are opened. 

The measures adopted are .naturally such as would fit Measures 

in with the needs of the situation, according to the nature :~zpted on 

of the suffering of the people and the kind of relief that declaration 

can be effectively applied as a remedy. The following of famine. 

are the measures usually adopted:-

(1) Permission for the temporary cultivation of tank 
beds. 

(2} The throwing open of the State and District Forests I 
and certain Amrut Mahal kamls for free grazing of cattle, the 
cutting and stacking of hay at convenient centres for t.he use 
of cattle and the grant of permisBion for cutting and removing 
the date leaves for cattle. 

(3) Gratuitous relief to the old, decrepit and the infirm 
and uosha women. 

(4) The grant of loans on a very liberal 
Tohlri and the Land Improvement Regulation, 

M. Gr. VOL. III. 
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advances for earth-work to tanks and the purchase and storing 
of seed grains for sale to raiyats. 

(5) The expansion of ordinary village and public works, 
roads works and other works of public utility. 

(6) The remission of hulbanni, mohatarja and land revenue 
in regard to wet lands and suspension of land revenue in 
regard to dry lands. 

(7) Relief to weavers by way of advances. 
(8) Grain <!ompensation allowance to officials on low pay 

and village servants. · 

As the hot weather draws on to an end, the question 
would press for consideration whether all or any of the 
large works should be closed at once and the workers 
thereon distributed on small public. works and village 
works near their homes, their dependents being admitted 
to village gratuitous relief, or whether such works should 
be kept open till the monsoon has actually declared 
itself: ·At the same time, steps would be taken to distri
bute donations, if any, received from .charitable relief 
funds and Takiivi advances for the purchase of seed and 
cattle. · 

Premature action would be guarded against and 
measures of relief not entirely withdrawn until after the 
monsoon has actually declared itself. As soon as the 
commencement of the rains opens employment in the 

· fields, the task would be- raised for the able-bodied 
workers; and dependents and weakly gangs or weakly 
persons individually tasked would be, as far as possible, 
drafted to their homes, such of theni as require relief, 
especially the children, being brought upon the village 
gratuitous relief lists until the harvesting of earliest 
principal crops brings a substantial increase to the earn
ings of the able-bodied. 

The process of· gradual closure of works would begin 
as soon as tJle. demand for field employment sets in, and 
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all works would be closed by< the time the earliest prin-
. cipal autumn (Karlik) crop is ripe. When the earliest 
of the principal autumn crops is gathered in any tract, 
gratuitous relief would be generally closed, the recipients 
being given a valedictory dole, in grain or cash, sufficient 
to support them for about a fortnight. 

The aim of the relief operations undertaken during the 
period of distress prior to the actual pi:evalence of famine 
conditions has been to prevent congregation of needy 

. labour on large works, comparatively small works being 
fairly well distributed all over the affected tracts. To 
put heart into the raiyats by a liberal distnbution of · 
loans at the outset has also been aimed at by the measures 
adopted both in 1908-09 -and 1923-24. 

IV. PROTECTION AGAINST FAMINE. 

The principal protective measures thus far successfully Pro~ection 
taken have been the extension of railwa;ys; so as to admit £!:~~. 
of the import and distribution of food grains to all parts, 
and the extension of irrigation and other facilities for 
increasing cultivation. Plans for suitable relief works 
are also kept in readiness to be put· into operation at the 
first appearance of necessity arising from scarcity. 

A permanent system of intelligence exists in all System of 

districts, under which the necessary agricultural and vital intelligenee: 

statistics are collected regularly at fixed intervals. by the 
village and taluk officers and submitted to the Deputy 1 
Commissioner. The rainfall returns are carefully studied~ 
The rise of prices is also carefully observed. · Predis• 
posing circumstances of wide-spread agricultural depres. 
sion, such as successive failure of the early and late rains, 
abnormal rainfall, failure of one or more harvests, move-
ments of large numbers of p~ople in search of food or 
labour, and noteworthy increase in the mortality among 

M. Gr. VOL. III. • 26• 
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human beings or cattle, etc., are also carefully. observed 
and considered. 

Experience has shown that everywhere throughout the 
State, save in a narrow strip of assured rainfall along the 
western border, irrigation is necessary as a protection 
against occasional famine and the vicissitudes of ordinary 
seasons; while throughout the State it is useful in 
affording employment to the agricultural classes in the 
interval between the reaping of the dry crops in Dece1nber 
and the setting in of the rains in :May. None of the 
more valuable crops, such as sugar-c:~.ne, garden produce 
and the best qualities of rice can be gro\\-"11 profitably 
without jrrigation; and on im average the value of the 
produce of a single crop is said to be nearly quadrupled 
in ordinary years by an assured supply of river water and 
increased thirty-fold in a year of drought. 

The conformation of the country, eminently adapted 
as it is for the construction of tanks, has been almost 
fully utilised for this purpose from time immemorial. 
There are, in addition, numerous canals or river channel 
works. Many of these have been improved or con
structed by the State and nearly all are under State 
management. 

The Marikanve Reservoir (Vani Vilas Sagara) was 
completed in 1908 at a cost of Bs. 44f lakhs.. It has a 
capacity of 30,025 millions of cubic feet. The reservoir 
is expected to fill at least once in five years and to admit 
of an annual supply of water for irrigation of about 
30,000 acres of rice lands. The channels taken from the 
right and left banks of it extend to a length of 29 miles 
and command 12,500 acres of wet land each. The 
reservoi~ is capable of furnishing water for irrigation all 
round the year. 
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Another large work recently undertaken is the Cauvery 
Reservoir at Kannambadi at an estimated cost of Rs. 365 
lakhs in all. With an assured supply of water from the 
reservoir, the way has been paved for the cultivation of 
high class perennial . crops not hitherto grown in this 
valley. Arrangements are being made to cultivate, with 
the aid of the storage, about 10,000 acres of sugar-cane 
under the existing and new channels. 

Direct irrigation from channels such as those taking River 

ff f h C d 't t 'b t . · l channels o rom t e auvery an 1 s n u anes 1s a so a sure · 
protection against famine. Most of the river channels 
lie in the Cauvery Valley. Their total number is 53 and 
their aggregate length slightly under 1,000 miles. 

The tanks are of two classes, namely...

(1) major tanks, and 
(2) minor tanks, 

There are in the State 2,6G8 ma.jor and 22,228 minor 
tanks. On an average there is one tank for every I! 
square mile in the State. Efforts are being made to 
ref;tore both major and minor tanks requiring repairs. 
There are also large stores of sub-soil waters below tank 
beds and in the sandy streams, which might be tapped 
and lifted by pumps worked by some kind of motive 
power, and some progress has been made in this direc
tion. 

I 

Tanks. 

'l'hc total number of wells in the State is 40,464 Wells. 

irrigating on an aYerage 2 acres per well and paying an 
assessment of Rs. 5 per acre or 10 per well. The wells 
are very numerous in the Kolar and Tumkur Districts. 

A f'ystem of railways expressly designed to serve as a Railways. 

protection, by importing and distributing food grains in 
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times of scarcity; radiates from Bangalore and there is no 
district without a railway running through some part of 
it. Since the great famine of 1876-78, when the only 
railway was the Bangalore branch of the Madras Railway 
'as far as Bangalore Cantonment, the pressure of severe 
distress has· been averted by the construction _of new lines 
tr!l'versing the interior of the country. 

· l\Iuch has been done in othe~ departments to promote 
general prosperity. The land revenue has become pro
gressively moderate in. assessment and elastic in collection 
during times of drought. Loans are given by the State, 
at low interest and on easy terms of repajrment, for land 
improvement and for the purchase of seed and bullocks, 
etc. Separate departments of Government are charged 
with the work of starting Co-operative Credit Societies 
for ameliorating the condition of the people, with the 
carrying on of experiments in agricultural improvements 
and with the development of arts, industry and 
commerce in the State. Since the year 1911-12, the 
Economic Conference and its various Committees have 
had for their sp~cial aim the improvement of the matE;:rial 
condition of the people in various directions. 

... . 
To avoid an unnecessary resort to borrowing when the 

State is called upon to meet a· heavy demand for famine 
relief, Government decided in the year 1906-07 to lay 
by two lakhs of rupees a year as an insurance against 
famine. Since that year, a provision of two lakhs of 
rupees was regularly made for some years, and the p·ovi
sion was in 1916-17 even raised to Rs. 5 lakhs a year. 
In recent years, this 'provision has had to be dropped 
owing to financial stringency. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

. ECONOMIC CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 

SPEAKING in a general way, the economic life of a people 
means, their capacity to earn a livelihood. This capacity 
depends primarily on how they are organized, whether 
we consider them as consisting of individuals or families, 
or as forming a more compact group, a State or a Nation. 
The more highly developed a society or community is, the 
more complex is its· economic life. Its wealth-earning 
activity affects it as much as its wealth-using activities. 
Though this is so, we may for practical purposes restrict 
the wealth-earning activity itself as its economic activity. 
It is this capacity that determines its well-beiz;;g and in 
the determination of the progress made by a country or 
a community, it is in this sense that we should judge of 
its progress. In this chapter, an attempt' will be ma<'ttl to 
trace briefly the development of the wealth-earning capa
city of the people as such, and as individuals forming 
the State; in other words, what has been the growth 
or decline of wealth of. the average man in Mysore 
during the past fifty years or so and what has been 
the growth or decline of wealth of th.e State as a whoh, 
during the same period. A word of caution seems neces
sary at . the outset. The materials for the study of 
present economic conditions are not readily available, and 

. as a study of them, in the true historical spirit, presup
poses an amplitude of materials which we do not possess, 
it would ··be unreasonable to claim anything more for 
what is set down below than that it is only an attempt 
to indicate what they are to enable further investigation 
into the points raised possible. in the future. Neither 

.. 408, 
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social nor economic institutions are permanent ; they are 
constantly changing. To understand aright what is, we 
must know whence it has developed, and, so far as we 
can, also whither it is tending. Vole ought also to remember 
that great changes in the economic condition of a nation 
or a class are not brought about in a. moment at the 
command ~fan individual, or of a great number of ·men 
organized in a State, though both the action of an indivi~ 
dual and that of the State are powerful forces. "Bearing 
these facts in mind," as Ely well puts it, " we may free 
ourselves from two opposing errors, from which many 
false views of our future take their rise. On the one hand, 
we may hope to escape the pessimism that springs from 
working at the existing order of things as unalterably 
determined ; and on the other hand, we may escape thaJi 

. unreasoning• and unreasonable optimism which belittles 
the importance of our fundamental ideas and institutions, 
and which inconsiderately hopes to change these in the 
twinkling of an eye, by the simple expedient of the v~te 
of a majority" or the fiat of a Government. 

The condition of the people during the period immedi~ Con.ditions 

ately anterior to the restoration of the kingdom to the ~:;::!i~i 
ancient Ruling Dynasty need only be briefly referred to o~ the 

h B h H 'It · hi T • h' nmeteentb ere. uc anan- am1 on m s <JOUrney g1ves a grap lC century. 

description of it and the interested student should turn 
to his volumes and study them· through and through, if 
he desires to have a first-hand knowledge of it. The 
unsettled nature of the country, the destruction wrough

1
t 

Ly invading armies, the exploiting nature of the Govern-
ment that prevailed and the poor opportunity left for 
trade and commerce in the land are. all well brought out 
Ly Buchanan-Hamilton in his work, which to the serious 
economic student of Mysore ought to prove invaluable 
for a study of the conditions that existed towards the 
dose of the Eighteenth Century. From his remarks we 
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gather that in the country .close to Seringapatam, the 
then seat of the Government, agrestic slavery was uni
versal: .1griculture was practically the only occupation 
known ; and the system of agriculture pursued had 
" capital defects " in it. " Ameliorating succession of 
crops is utterly unknown ; scarcely any attention is paid 
to the improvement of the breed of labouring cattle, and 
still less to providing them with sufficient nourishment." 
So wrote Buchanan-Hamilton, in 1800. He adds that 
manufactures were " never considerable " and . trade 
almost " confined to the importation of provisions, cloth
ing, and luxuries for the Court and army." Writing of 
Bangalore and near about, Buchanan-Hamilton remarks 
that the trade of the country was just recovering. The 
inhabitants who bad deserted the place were then coming 
back but the trade was not even a fourth of what it 
was during Haidar's time. Writing of the country 
round Dod-Ballapur, Buchanan-Hamilton remarks 
that it had been " formerly under cultivation, but 
now," he adds, striking a melancholy note, "it IS 

almost entirely unoccupied." He then :r:ecords as 
follows:-

" Many farmers in every part of the country are so poor 
that they cannot stock a farm of one plough ; and for this pur
pose, two, or even three, are sometimes obliged to unite their 
capitals. A man who keeps three or four ploughs is a wealthy 
person." Wages were extremely low; a man got 6 fanams a 
month, a woman, 5. During the invasions of the 18th century, 
the invading armies as much as the defending ones did irre
parable injury to this part of the country, so much so, says 
Buchanan-Hamilton, that "one half at least of the inhabi
tants perished from absolute want.'' 

Such was the position in 1800. At the end of 
five years' of settled Government, Colonel \Vilks, 
Reside~t at Mysore, in his Report dated 5th Decem· 
her 1804, estimated the progress made in statistical 
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statement from which the following particulars are 
gleaned:-

1801 1804 

Copies, villages and hamlets . " 23,523 25,303 
Total villages and hamlets in ·the 28,333 31,272. 

books. 
Houses ... ... . .. 5,00,786 5,76,459 
Families ..• .. . . .. 4,37,665 4,82,612 
Population reckoning 4~ persons to 19,69,510 27,71,754 

each family. 
Ploughs ... ... ... 2,98,738 3.24,548 
Looms ... . .. ... 20,761 1,30,942 
Weavers iii Cotton ... - . - ... .. 10,180 
Weavers in Kumbli ... ... .. 34,8d0 
Cultivators ... . .. " 

10,86,760 
Manufacturers of salt ... " 

9,137 
Workers in brass ... 

" 
52 

Forges of iron ... ... 105 853 
Shops of various kinds ... 11,204 13,840 
Oil mills ... 1,242 2,991 

During the period of five years in question, all the 
irrigation tanks had been restored. ~n 1799, Wilks 
observes that they " had universally fallen into the most 
lamentable state of decay; and tanks, which had been 
broken and disused from two to two hundred years, were 
visible in every part of the country-, and very many more· 
were overgrown with jungle, and forgotten or unknown." 
In 1804, by the "unceasing" attention of Purnaiya, thd 
then Dewan, every embankment, and nullah then in use, 
was in Wilks' words, "in perfect order." He adds, writ
ing in 1804, that' many hundreds of each of the several 
descriptions of these works which were useless in 1799 
have been restored, and tanks forgotten for- two hundred 
years, have been recla.imecJ from the depths of the forest. 
" The relative states of the peopled villages in 1799 and 
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1804, above exhibited, will afford more ilistinct means of 
appreciating the extent of these exertions. The area of 
the State, as estimated, in 1782, by Major (afterwards 
Colonel) Mackenzie was 37,626 square miles, and the 
estimated population, 1804, being 21, 71,7 54, as above 
stated, the population per square mile, 1804, was approxi
mately 58. Allowing some margin for errors in the 
computation which was admittedly on the basis of 
families-reckoning 4~ persons per family-the depopula
tion may be set down to the devastating effects of the 
incessant warfare that · raged in the land during the 
struggles of the 18th century. Haidar's usurpation was 
an accomplished fact in 1760. At that time, many of the 
Districts of 1\Iysorewere permanently occupied by 1\Iahratta 
troops, and Gopal Rao Hari, the first feudal chid of 
Miraj, invaded 1\fysore in the same year. It was again 
invaded by Banni Visaji Pandit in 1761; by 1\Iadhava Rao 
in 1765, 1767 and 1770; by Triambak Rao in 1771 ; 
by RagunathaRaoin 1774; and by Hari Pant Phadke in 
1776 and 1786. Wilks records that his investigations on 
the ·spot showed "the merciless ravages committed in 
1791 and 1792 by Parasuram Bhao." Buchanan-Hamilton 
can be quoted in confirmation of the effects of these 
recurring ravages but it ought to suffice if it is stated 
that their cumulative effect was to operate as a check 
against the growth of population in the 8tate. " In 
consequence of these incessant calamities," to quote "Wilks 
once again, " many districts, formerly well peopled, do 
not exhibit the vestige of a human being; and Chitaldrug, 
in particular, may be considered as deprived of the great 
mass of its inhabitants." These causes, powerful to a 
degree and too terrible to contemplate, cannot but have 
left their impress on the country. The figures, such as 
they are, show their effect in unmistakable fashion. But 
the recovery of the first few years was significant to a 
degree and well showed that, with a settled Government 
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and an administration not unwilling to do its best for the 
people, things could improve, speedily if slowly. 

About a quarter of a century later, in 1834, Sir Mark Economic 
. f . l bl progress Cubbon drew up a report whiCh urmshes va ua e between 1805-

evidence bearing out this inference. In 1799-1800, the 1834. 

gross revenue had been estimated at about twenty-one 
lakhs of Kantirai pagodas (about Rs. 63 lakhs); in 1803-
1804, this stood at twenty-five lakhs Kantirai pagodas 
(about Rs. 75 lakhs). In 1809, it reached close upon 
thirty-two lakhs of Kantirai pagodas (about Rs. 96 ln.khs), 
the average for the eleven years of Purnaiya's manage-
ment being no less than nearly twenty-eight lakhs Kantirai 
pagodas (about Rs. 54lakhs). The highest amount reached 
during the period of Krishnaraja \Vodeyar III (1811-1831) 
was over thirty lakhs Kantirai pagodas in 1816, the 
average for the 21 years of his rule being nearly twenty-
six lakhs of pagodas (about Rs. 78 lakhs). Sir Mark 
Cubbon estimated the population, in 1834, at 45 lakhs, 
inhabiting 32,425 villages and hamlets. The number of 
tanks he put down at 19,800; wells 16,371; cultivators 
paying rent, at 3,83,702; and ploughs at 2,99,982. Com-
paring these figures with those given by \Vilks for 
1803-1804, we note that during the intervening period of 

. twenty-five years the population had more than doubled, 
inhabited villages had increased by about one fourth; 
and cultivators quadrupled themselves, though there 
was, if the figures can be believed,· an actual decreas~ 
(by about 2.5,000) in the number of ploughs. It is possible 
\Vilks' figures were only approximate, considering the 
conditions in which they were obtained. It must also be 
added that 8ir :Mark Cubbon's estimate of the total 
population at 4.5 lakhs was also an over-estimate. A 
computation made in 1840-41 showed that the population 
r-.toou then at a little over 30 lakhs. Taking this as the 
nearest approach to the total in 1834, i.e., a quinquennium 
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previously, it shows an increase over the figures for 1804 
by about 10 lakhs, or about one-third in addition. 

A quarter of a century later, i.e., in 1861-2, the revenue 
stood at about 100llakhs of Rupees as against the aYerage 
of about 78 lakhs of Rupees twenty-five years ago. 
Population figures are not available for the years in 
question, but as the population in 186D was 3,281,000, 
in ·1863, 3,872,209, in H!64, 3,895,687 and in 1~65, it 
stood at 4,013, 601, it cannot have been far removed 
from ·the neighbourhood of 38 lakhs in 1861. The 
increase of about 10 lakhs during a quarter of a century 
seems normal, remembering the rate or growth during 
the previous twenty-five years. 

The famine of 1866-67, howeYer, proved disastrous, 
especially to the Nagar Division, where its effects were 
most intensely felt. ;The population went down by about 
15,000 in that year or roughly by about 38 per cent as 
compared with: the returns of the preceding year, which 
had been computed at 3,900,735. The ratio of increase of 
population during the decade 1840-41 to 1850-51 is found 
to have been as high as 13 per cent, while in the decade 
extending from 1851 to 1860, the rate was 11'5 per cent 
and in the decade 1860-1870, it was 7·5 per cent. The 
results of the regular Census of 1871 showed that the 
population must have been under-estimated in the previ
ous valuations, an inference confirmed from other sources 
as well. In 1871. the population stood at a little over 
50 lakhs; in 1881, at a little over 41 lakhs, showing a 
decrease of 17'19 per cent; in 1891 at 49 lakhs, showing 
an increase of 18'09 per cent; 1901 at 55 lakhs; in 
1911, 58 lakhs; and 1921, at nearly 60 lakhs. The 
progressive increase is worthy of note, despite the 
disastrous effects of the famine of 1866-67. (See Vol. I, 
Chapter IX, Population, above). 
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With the growth of population and the modernizing Growth of 
State 

of the administration and the resulting benefits of trade Revenues. 

and commerce, with the opening up of the country by 
improved communications, the growth of State revenue 
has been more marked. · As stated above, the revenue · 
stood at about 100 lakhs of rupees in H:l61 ; in 1865-66, 
it reached 109 lakhs; in 1872-73, it :was nearly 110 lakhs; 
in 1885-1886, it went up to over 116 lakhs; in 1902-03, 
it was well over 208 lakhs; 1912-13, it was a little over 
27G lakhs; in 1917-18 it reached the high water-mark 
of over 315 lakhs; since when, it has oscillated at about 
300 lakhs. These figures show that the progress achieved 
during the. past century and a. quarter has been, despite 
certain adverse circumstances, great. 

That there has been appreciable progress in the condi· Economio 

tion of the people of Mysore since 1881 admits of no progress ~i!lce 
· tbe rend1t10n. 

doubt, as is evidenced by the following figures grouped 
under different heads.:-

STATEMENT 'A.' 

Head 1881-82 1921-22 

1. Population ... 42'92lakhs 59'78lakks 
2. Prices of food 

crops.-
Rice ... 12'86 seers 4'54 seers 

per rupee. ·per rupee. 
Ragi ... 27"23 seers 10'26 seers 

per rupee. per rupee. 
Bengal-gram ... 14'06 seers 3'77 seers 

per rupee. per rupee. 
3. Wages.-

From To From To 
Skilled labour ... Re. 0-4-0 to Re. 1 Re. 0-8-0 to Rs. 3 
Unskilled labour ... Re.0-2-0 to 0-10-0 Re. 0-4-0 to Rs. 2 

4. Miles of road 4,243 5,528 
Miles of Railway ... 58 571 
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STATEMENT • B.' 

Itein 1881-82 1921-22 

1. Area. under occupation 45'44lakhs 78'84lakhs 
of acres. of acres. 

2. Savings Bank deposits Rs. 10'68lakhs Rs. 62'32 lakhs 
3. Number of ploughs ... 5'83 lakbs 8'65 lakhs 
4. Number of live stock ... 42.28lakhs 100'4llakhs 
5. Value of exports ... Rs. 91'901akhs Rs. 411.lakhs 
6 .. Value of imports ... , 174'95lakhs 

" 317 lakhs 

The incidence of land revenue per head of population 
was Rs. 1-11-7 in 1881-82 and Rs. 1-15-0 in 1021-22. 
The value of annual agricultural production in the State, 
as estimated in 1915, stands at Rs. 14 crores and the 

"' land assessment for the corresponding year at Rs. 1'20 
crores. It will thus be seen that the ratio of land assess
ment to total produce is as 3'35. 
· The following table as to death rate will also prove 

instructive in this connection :-

Population Ratio of 

Year 
deaths per 

millt>of 
Persons Urban Rura.l population 

1871 ... 5,055,402 557;963 4,497,439 
1881 ... 4,186,188 561,899 3,624,289 17'02 
1sn ... 4,943,604 675,617 4,267,987 17'70 
1901 ... 5,539,399 712,569 4,826,830 19'07 
1911 ... 5,806,193 729,119 5,077,074 20'19 
1921 ... 5,978,892 862,628 5.116,264 77'81':' 

•Epidemic of influenza 'raged in the State during 1918. 

The people of 1\Iysore are still inhabitants of vilhtges. 
The village population according to the Census of 1921 
is 88'7 per cent. Though the growth of towns has not 
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kept pace with the lapse of years, still there has been 
some progress. Both under the State and under the 
Railways and private bodies, occupations have increased, 
by not less than 50 per cent during the past 36 years, 
and such of the servants as are e:rp.ployed under them on 
high pay are above want. Industries and trade afford 
opportunities for employments now to a la.rger number 
of people than before, though it is a question if the bulk 
of those whose income is less than Rs. 500 a year dp .not 
experience some hardship when prices of food grains and. 
house rent rise abnormally high, as they have done during 
the last decade. 

The condition of the ordinary agriculturists (73·1 Condition of· 

of the population) is by no means prosperous as in- ~r::~:: of 

debtedness still continues among them owing to a people:-
. f Th h (a) Ordinary vanety o causes. ey possess, owever, much agriculturists. 

greater staying power than other classes of the com-
munity, as the low land assessment and the steady 
increase in agricultural profits due to high prices enables 
them to tide over the vicissitudes of the seasons with 
greater ease. 

The condition of landless agricultural labourers is not 
uniformly satisfactory. Their wages have not risen in 
proportion to the increase in agricultural profits. Many 
oC them are prevented by their conservative instincts 
from leaving their homes in search of labour. They are 
ordinarily among the first to suffer when there is an~ 
widespread distress. 

The condition of the weavers, as a class, ha·s not 
improved. '\Vant of capital and competition with foreign 
produce combined with want of education and thrift and 
power o£ organised action have reduced them to a state 
of poverty. 

:M. Gr. VOL. III . 27 . 
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The condition of the skilled labourers and artisans 
(7"6 per cent), such as brick-masons, stone-masons, $one
carvers, carpenters, brick-layers, washermen, barbers, 
basket-weavers, potters, gold-smiths, silver-smiths, etc., 
has improved considerably as their wages have gradually 
risen in proportion to the rise in the cost of living . 

. The income of those who invest their capital in trade 
(4"1. per cent of population), industries and manufactures 
or in lending money, has also risen owing to the increase 
in the demand for their investments, the growth of inter
provincial trade and the more frequent commingling of 
the people of different parts. 

· The growing demand for domestic services has increased 
the number of servants (0"7 per cent) employed, and 
their wages have also gone up. 

Though the conditipns have vastly improved since the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, it admits of no 
doubt that the· economic· condition of the . people of 
1\fysore, when compared with that of the. more progres
sive countries of the West, is rather low as might be 
demonstrated by ·a few figures. Canada has a population 
of 7 millions, Australia 5 and Mysore represents the 
mean of the two, or 6 millions; but a comparison of the 
figures under the ·heads, education, revenue, expen
diture, number of post and telegraph offices, number 
of mile; of railways ·open, average earnings per head per 
annum and trade per head, shpws that 1\Iysore is ~o
where in the race for economic progress. The Common
wealth of Australia possesses property valued at £1,000 
millions or Rs. 1,500 crores. Rough calculations indicate 
that the total value of property in Mysore, excluding the 
Gold Mines, ·amounts· to about Rs. 125 crores. The 
value of farm produce calculated per head of population 
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in Australia. is estimated at Rs. 138 and including dairy
in()' pastoral produce, etc., at Rs. 351. In 1\Iysore, the 

bl • d 
corresponding figure is Rs. 24. In industnes an manu-
factures, Australia produces articles . valued .at Rs~ 171 
per head and 1\Iysore only Rs. 7 per head. The value of 
total production in Australia comes to Rs. 621 per head 
as against Rs. 31 or about twenty times that of M!sore. 
In Australia, again, .. there are 3 acres of cult1vat~d 

land per head of population against 1 acre .per head m 
1\Iysore. The estimated total trade of.Mysore ·amounts 
to Rs. 26 per head and that of Australia. Rs. 495 per 
head. Approximately the wealth of 1\Iysore may be 
estimated at about Rs. 203 crores or Rs. 338 per head of 
population. The corresponding: figures for the leading 
countries in the British Empire, before the war, were, 
United Kingdom Rs. 6,000, Canada. Rs. 4,440 and 
Australia Rs. 3,960. The annual ·agricultural production 
of the State was estimated, in 1915, at about Rs. 14 
crores and the industrial production at Rs. 4 crores, 
making a total of i8 crores or an average production of 
Rs. 31 per head of the entire population. In good years, 
with prices ruling high, this rate may go up toRs. 37 
or Rs. 40 per head. · On the ·other hand, the . average 
income in the countries mentioned above ranges from 
Rs. 500 to Rs. 720 per head. The annual addition to the 
wealth of the United Kingdom before the war was 
estimated at 400 millions per · anniun. In 1\fysore, i1. is 
doubtful whether any appreciable addition is being madd 
at all to its wealth. The annual revenues of 1\fysore 
amount to about Rs. 3 crores. Those from taxation 
alone approximate to Rs; 2'5. crores including salt and 
customs, giving a rate of Rs. 4 per head. The corres
ponding figures for· taxation. in the United Kingdom in · 
1913-14 come toRs. 54 per head, in Canada. Rs. '50 and 
in Australia Rs. 49. It is thus clear that much lee·way 
has still to be made by the. people of .Mysore if they are 

H. Gr. VOL. ·II.I. 27• 
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to attain to the efficient standards of the progressive 
peoples of the West. 

High prices affect landless classes and men with small 
fixed incomes. There has been a general rise in the 
standard of living among all classes. · Very few persons, 
however, are able to save from their incomes and the 
general accumulation of wealth. has not kept pace either 
with the growth of population or the extension of agri
cultural industry. 

The great bulk of the people are illiterate and agriculture 
is their chief occupation. No country so largely depen
dent as Mysore ·is on agriculture can be said to be really 
prosperous. The margin between the ordinary standard 
of living and destitution among the people is narrow. 
At the first sign of scarcity, which is usually occasioned 
by failure of rain, the poorest of the people are plunged 
into a state of distress. On account of the rapid growth 
of communications, the whole world is becoming one 
country and the prices of the necessaries of life and 
commodities are becoming more. and more uniform. 
Those people will be able to live in health and comfort 
that have capacity to buy them; capacity derived ·from 
disciplined activity, trained skill and superior knowledge 
of the affairs of the world. 

The economic strain is a growing, not a diminishing, 
evil. The population of the world is rapidly increasing. 
The struggle for existence is growing keener, facilities 
for communication are multiplying and prices of food
stuffs. have gone up in almost every part of the world 
from 15 to 50 per cent. In these days of growing hurry 
and strenuous toil, the idle and the inefficient are already 
finding it hard to maintain existence. 

Formerly 1\fysore was fairly self-contained in regard 
to the prime necessities of the people, such as, clothing, 
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building materials, etc., but owing to improvement in 
communication and keen foreign· competition, most of 
these necessities are met from outside, at cheaper rates. 
A large number of people have in consequence lost 
their traditional occupations and been driven to agri
culture. 

Despite these changes, it must be acknowledged that 
the country has progressed within the past thirty years. 
People are now better housed, better clothed and nor
mally better fed and the average standard of living has 
also risen ; but the advance in these directions has only . 
been partial. It has not permeated the masses. Even 
this has been due more to the general progress of the 
Indian continent as a whole than to any organised acti
vity or desire on the part of the people, though they have 
not been slow to adapt themselves to the new conditions, 
when shown the way. 

His Highness the present Maharaja Sri Krishnaraja 
'Vadiyar, in his speech at the opening of the Economic 
Conference in 1911, referred to the need for economic 
improYement in words that deserve to be quoted here:-· 

"The economic indlicinpcy of our people will be patent 
to any one who looks Leneath the surface of things. States
men ·and economists tell us that in more advanced countries of 
Europe; the earning power of the people averages Rs. 400 or 
more per head per annum. In England it is taken at Rs. 600 
to 700 per head. We have it on high authority that in India 
the aYerage yearly income does not exceed Rs. 30 per heal!. 
As regards education, the proportion of the entire population 
who can read and write is over 90 per cent in the United 
Kingdom and Germany, and over 80 in Japan. In M"ysore, 
the corresponding proportion is only 5 per cent. The av:eraga 
death rate in :Mysore is about the same as in the neighbouring 
British Prr>vinces, that is, over 30 for every 1,000 of popula. 
tion. The death rate of England and Germany is as low as 
15 to 18 per 1,000. The comparison under the above three 

Need for 
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ment. 
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main heads forcibly brings to light the extent of poverty, 
ignorance and low vitality prevailing-in our midst and is a 
striking reminder of the economic inefficiency of our people. 
The methods and examples set by the people who have . 
a~tained a high degree of economic efficiency have to be 
followed. The number of useless or unemployed people should 
be reduced. The number of skilled workers should be increased 
and their occupations multiplied. Agriculture should be 
practised on more scientific lines. The cultivators should 
learn to estimate cost of production and should be taught the 
.elementary mecha"nical trades which have relation to agricul
.ture. Manufactures and trade, the chief instruments for 
increasing wealth, should be specially encouraged. Skilled 
workers should be trained in wood, iron, clay, leather and 
textiles, and endeavour should be made to provide the people 
with their every-day cardinal wants, and education is the 
sovereign remedy for all economic evils." 

Remedial The remedial measures adopted to ameliorate condi-
:_:;~s tions are dealt with to some extent in the chapters 

(I & In .relating to Economic Conference and Agricul
ture. · Apart from what Government has done and is 
always willing. to do to advance the material progress of 
the· people, a. great deal depends upon the people 
themselves, if they desire to go forward. There are 
at least three directions in which the temporal condition 
of the. people can be improved. First, by withdrawing 
larger numbers to non-agricultural industries. The 
change from agriculture to industrial occupations has 
been slow; it could be quickened. Second, by distri
buting the pressure over under-populated tracts. In 
the Eastern division of the State, the mean density of 
population is 223 as against 149 in the ·western. This 

· disparity requires closer attention. Third, by increasing 
the produce pf the existing area of cultivation. Any 
general jmprovement in the directions indicated must be 
a work of time. Government can shorten that time by 
giving, as it· has been actively doing: during the past 
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decade or so, the amplest facilities for education, for 
manufactures, for labour transport, mining enterprise, 
and trade. It has also been grappling with the problem 
of an increased and better distributed food supply. It 
behove8 the people to secure needful changes in the 
general outlook on life, popufarise migration to less 
populated parts of the State, and ·.create generally an 
atmosphere favourable to the diversification of occupa· 
tions. If they do not voluntarily adopt these remedies, 
their children or children's children will be forced, by the . 
pressure of circumstances, to seek their aid. \Vith the 
growth of education in the land, a change towards a 
better era need not be despaired of. The new constitu· 
tional changes have brought the ·people's represen
tatives into direct touch with the administration of the 
State. Since the responsibility for the well-being of the 
people is partially at least theirs, from now, they will, no 
doubt, learn more about the State and its· potentialities, 
and act in consonance with its actual needs. If they did 
this, there is no gainsaying the fact that before many 
years elapse, a brighter chapter in the economic well-being 
of this State will open, ·which will prove to be the fulfil
ment of the long cherished desire of His Highness the 
~Iaharaja which was thus summed up by him in his 
Address inaugurating the new Legislative Council and 
Representative Assembly:-

"I have no doubt that you will use your new powers to. 
£trc::!gth-en all the beneficent activities in the country, to r>pread1 

education, to diffuse knowledge, to further industrial enter
prise, both public and private, and to Coster the civic '·irtues 
and the spirit of social service. :More especially would I urge 
you to instruct the people to practise thrift, to lay by provi
&ions and money against drought and famine, which are such 
a di stre;;;sing feature of our agricultural sf c.~ tion." 
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ADDENDUM TO VoL. III. 

CHAPTER X. 

Add the jollowi11g at the end of the_ Chapter 

The monthly expenditure incurred on the maintenance 
of Post Offices in Mysore State (bas.ed on average pay) 
is given below:-

Head of Expenditdre Amount incurred 

Rs. . a. p . -
1. Expenditure on account of Post 

Offices ... ... 52,666 10 0 

2. Expeu.liture ~fail and Jutka lines. 8,992 6 0 

3. Supervising Officials and Staff ... 4,051 3 0 

Total ... 65,710 3 0 

424A 



INDEX. 

A 
Agriculture: Ch. ii pp. 12-155; I Gene· 

ral, 12-59: Cultivation, its features, 
form and area, 12-13 j Crops and their 
kinds, ll-15; Soils and their different 
varieties, 16-19; Sizes of holdings, 
19-22; Cultivation.seasons and distribu
tion of rainfall over the State, 28-25; 
Implements of tillage, 26-35; Carts, 
36; Water-baling appliances, 37; Ka
pilt·8, Engines, 37-119; Manures and 
their removal, 41-49; Storing of grains, 
41-H; Oil-cakes, their production and 
usage, 49-51 ; Teunre, 52-57; Agricul
tural tenore, 53-56; Capital and Credit, 
56; Employmeut of labour on lands, 
67-o9; Wages for special operations, 
58; II.· Principal dry crops, 59-97; 
Hagi, 59-68; Area under cultivation, 59-
60; Sowing, transplanting, harvesting 
and threshing, 64-65; its average yield 
and annnal production in the State, 
67; Jiila, 68·72; Navane and Sajje, 
72.7;l; Sive, Baragu, Hirak:a and 
wheat, 73-75;' Pulses, 75-79; Avare 
and Toga.ri, 75-77; Bengal-gram and 
horse-gram, 77-79; Other pulses, 
blackgram, 79-80; Oil seeds, 80-87; 
Gin!{elly, ita cultivation, yield and 
use, 81-tjl; Hutcltellu, 82-83; Castor, 
Ground-nuts, Blltliower ·and linseed, 
83-87 ; Fibre crops, 88-97: Cotton, its 
different kinds and cultivation, 88-91; 
Hemp, 91 ; Poondi and Aloe, 92; 
Tobacco, its cultivation and va.rillties, 
92-96; Chillies, 95·97; III. Principal 
wet crops, 97-112; Rice 97-105; where 
largely grown, 97-98; varieties of 
J>addy, 98-99; where Puniji cultivation 
i~ largely followed, 100; transplanta
tion and the growth of such paddy, 
102-103; the kinds which give a high 
yi«ld, lOa; conversion of paddy ·into 
rice, 10!-6; imports and exports of rice 
in tile State, 105; Sugar-cane, 105-
112 ; art> a onder cultivation, 106; 
its growth, 106 ; varieties, 106-107; 

methods of plantation, manuring, bar· 
vesting and milling, 108-109 ; conver- • 
sion into country sugar, 111; totl!il . 
yiuld per acre, 112 ; 1 V. Garden crops, 
112-13i.l; Areca-palm, 1111-117; area 
under crop, planting, varieties, seed
lings, 113; growth, manuring and crops 
a~sociated with areca-nut, 114; life of 
the palm, 115; harvesting, out-turn, 
shelling and curing the nuts, 115-117 ; 
uses of the various parts of the areca· 
palm, 117; areca-nut pests and dis-. 
eases, 117; exports, 117; Cocoanuts, 
117-121; area nuder crop, soils, varie
ties, 118-119; plantation, 119· 120; 
harvest a.nd;yields, 120; special shows 
of cocoanuts, exports, llll; Betel vine, 
cultivation, .harvest, 121-122; Coffee, 
122-128 ; area under crop and selection 
of land, 1211-124; soil, preparation of 
land and selection of seed, nurseries, 
planting, 124-125; drainage,' shade, 
topping, pruning, 125; weeding, mulch
ing manuring and harvest, 126·127; . 
handling of the crop, manufacture and 
outtnrn. 127; quality, coffee diseases, 
the die back of coffee 128 ; Other money 
orops, 128-l~; Potato, soil, cmltiva· 
tion, yields, 128-130; Mulberry, tsluks 
io which grown, varieties, preparation 
of soil, cultivation, 180-13'2 ; yields, 
132; Miscellaneous crops, Baje, annat
to, indigo, ginger and ganja1 _132-133; 
Fruita and vegetables, 133 ; V. Farm 
animals, 134-142; Cattle and their 
number, 184-135; breeds of several 
kinds, 135-136; Cows, their feeding, 136-
137; breeding tracts, 137-138; reariug, 
fairs and castration, 138; buffaloes, 
139-140; sheep, 140-141; goats, U1; 
oattle diseases and preventive 
measur«Bt 141-142; VI. Irrigation and 
irrigated areas, 142; VII. Agricultural 
statistics, 142-143: area available for 
cultivation and under occupancy,142; 
Cultivable waste, 143; number of 
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holders, incidence of land revenue, 
ploughs and carts, 143; VIII. Agrioul
tut•al credit, 143-164; general, 14od-144; 
remedial measures, lU-145; Agricul
tural Banks, 145-154 ; their growth 
and decline, 146-147 ; Co-operative 
Movement, 14.7-148; Agricmltural 
Societies, loans, .replacement of Co
operative Societies for Agricultural 
Banks, 148; Research, popularisation 
of results, 149-151; Education, Jive
stock including Veterinary Science, 
151 ; Sericultural Department, extent 
and distribution, and award of 
scholarships, 162-153; The Central 
Agricultural Board, 153-154. 

Arts, industries and manufactures : Ch. 
VII, pp. 237-287; I. Introductory, 
2.17-238; Development of arts and 
manufactures in Mysore, 237-238; II. 
IndigenouR arts and industries, 2:38. 
26G; Textile~, cotton weaving, 238; 
Spinning 239-240; handloom fabrics 
and their distribution, condition of 
weavers, 240-241; Silk, varieties and 
prodnction, 24.1·\li\l; Wool,lHil·243; ita 
fabrics, 243-244; Carpets and their 
excellence, 244-246; Metallurgiclll arts, 
246; Village goldsmiths, \HG-248 ; Gold 
and silver ornaments, vessels, etc., 
2l8-249; Hoarding and ita economio 
effects, 249-250; Iron work and steel 
foundries, and musical wire-drawing, 
250-251; Brass and copper and their 
manufacture, 251-2<;2; Casting and 
beating processes, 25\l-253; Trade in 
both these· minerals, 253; Pottery, 
sculpture, 254; Engraving, carving and 
inlaying, 255-267; Musical instruments, 
glass making, 257; furnace at Molakal
muru, 258-259; Carpentry and turn· 
ing, 259 ; Saw-wills, Carpentry work
shops; lacturnery, ~0-261; leather 
dressing, bark tanning, 261-26\l; red 
morocco tanning, 262-263; Oil mills, 
screw presses and power mills, rotary 
mill&, 264-26/i; other industries, tinsel, 
cotton tape and rope, silk-thread, etc., 
265'266; Dyeing, calico. printing, Sisal 
and other fabrics, 266-; III. Factory 
industries, 266·279; Cotton, etc., mills, 
factory employees, large • industri~s, 
\l66-267; Smll.ll industries, Cotton, etc., 
Mills in the Mysore State, 267-271; 
Mills in Banga.lore, 267-271; Spinning 
and manufacturing Company in 

• 

Mysore, 268; Statistics relating to 
Mills in Bangalore, 26\1-270; Experi
mental silk filatures at Mysore, 271-
272; Tanneries and f~ctories, 272-273; 
hrewt•ries and Brick and Tile Work~ 
in Baogalore, 274-275; J aggery and 
sugar-making; 275-276; Introduction of 
crushing plants and furnaces, 276; 
Sandalwood disposal, oil factories, 
277-278; Process of distillation, yield 
and realization, 278; trade depression 
and its effects, 279; miscellaneous 
industries, cigarette factories, 27IV. 
Conclusion, 279-287; Mysore Factortes 
Regnla~ion, 279-2t!l; general ~tatistics 
relating to oc~upa.tions, l!dl-\185 ; 
Industrial census, 2~5-2t6; Occupation 
by caste, 286. 

Agricultural credit: as a means of im· 
proving the economic position of the 
agrict1lturist., 144-J4.j; Agricultural 
Banks, 1-45-6; growth of . .Agricultural 
Banke, 146 ; their decline, 147; Co
operative movement, 147-8; uumber 
of co-operative societies, 14~; Loans 
for agricultural purposes, 148. 

Agricultural Credit Societies : lostitu· 
tions of, 315. See also under Agricul
tural Credit, 143-154. 

·Agricultural Department: Classification 
of its work, 148-154; Agricultural 
Education, Uil; Livestock and Veteri
nary Science, 151 ; Sericultu ra.l 
department, 152·153; Central Agricul
tural "Board, 15a-154. 

Agricultural implements and applian
ces: 26-34 ; Agricultural proverbs, 
2M6; 

Agrioulturnl statistics : H2-H3 ; are,. 
under occnpa.ncy, 142; cultivable 
waste , 143; number of holders accord
ing to revenue p11id, 14<!; incidence 
of land revenue, 143; Number of 
ploughs and carts, 143. 

Akki, ho.si: rice not boiled; Akki, 
kudupal, boiled rio•, 104. 

Amrut Mo.ha.l: Cattle, 136. 
Amrut Ma.hal Kava.ls: Their value for 

6&ndal growth, for fuel and fodder, 
175-176. 

Anohe Mntsaddis: Hobli sohoul masters 
in charge of village post offices, 354. 

Animals, Farm: 134; Mysore, t·enowned 
for its cattle, 134; number, 1:1-4; 
breeds,l35; Amrut Mahal, 135; Maba
diiswaran Betta, ]35; Kaukauhalli 
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136 ; Village cattle. 186; Cows_ 1116 ; 
Palace cattle, 136; feediug,' 136-1&7; 
breeding trade, 137-138; rearing of, in 
Maida.n tn.cta, 138; Cattle f&ira, 138; 
eaamtion of, 138.9; buffa.Joea, 1.39-140; 
sheep, 140; ~to~, lU; Cattle~ 
HI ; preventive meaillrM, lfi-ll. 

Antimony: occurrence of, 208-9. 
.Areca.-palm, next ~ cooo .. nut, the m011t 

important palm, 11:1; area under, 113-
location of garden, 113; planting, 
113; 't'Arietiee, 113; aeedlings, 113-lH 
pwth, 114; manuring, lU; aaaoc:i. 
ated cropa, 114; laying a garden of, 
114-llli; life of the. llli; harvesting, 
lli; ontmro, 116; ahelling and cur· 
ing out& of, 11&-7; Daetl of varioua 
pa:1a of, 111 ; pKtll and d.iaeaaee, lJ '1 ; 
npori of, 117. 

Art.ll: Z:I'T; see under ..(rl•, lnil...tm• 
• anil J{t~.nufactwrt!t, 
A..bestoa: ooeurrenee of, 209; royalty on, 

209; proapecting lieenaea for, 210. 
Anre: one of the import&D& pru

grown in the State, i5; varietiea 76. 

B 
BigiyM, or Garden cultivation, 14; 

.eroJMI, H-l:i; Kaabki,l5. 
Baksbi, controlling oftic..r of the Anehe 

in olden day• subordinate ~ t;be 
CommiMioner, a51. 

.hanerji. Dewan, Sir, A. 8 : Opinion on 
Economic Conference, 11, Baragu 
(Pa..Oum MilU.Num), '1-1. 

Benj!'al-gram, (ladakl; 'l'i. 
Bertillon, Yr: Stati&tica of occupations 

baaed oo hi• echeme, ~2. 
Betel-vine: Pla.ee11 11·b.ere it tbrivea, Hl; 

grown with arMa-palm, 121 ; coltin
tiou,J2l·tl; b&r"leat, lZ:l; bow~. 
122. 

Bbin~~:U.: r.t.eP charged on,~. 
})h~, manufacturer~ of braes veMels, 

2-Jl. 
Board of Scientific Advice, 6. 
Bowrinl!', Yr. L.B., C.S.I .. opening of 

the Banf!alore·lladraa Railway hue, 
lt29. 

BI'&N and c<lpper: VeuE>ll, 251 ; vestelll 
ul<td by Hindua and Muhammadan&, 
il.SJ; manuta.:ture of, 251-2; casting 
procnt~, 25~; beating procesa, 2.12-3; 
trade in, w.a. 

Brlgg'a Factory at Banga.lore : Experi· 
menta in Sisal hemp, etc., 266. 

Bucbanan-Hauu1~n : hia deacription of 
theMnditionof people in the beginning 
of the XIX the oentory, 409; aee under 
E~ C>Miditima of pM>Pkl. .Makes 
oo mention in hie work, Jovr'Mfl from 
Jladra•, of ground-nut as a Aeld crop, 
86. . . 

Bnffa.Joea: where they thrive, 139. 
Building stones: occurrence of, 213. 
Bund and .Haidargbar gbita: constructed 

and opened. by the Public Worke 
Department, S2l. 

c 
Castor or Haraln, 83 ; coltivatioo 

methods, 83-4 ; pests, 84. 
Cattle: mortality of, decline in popola

tion, 134-135; pasturap for, 136; 
grazing in U'114l.t, 137; breeding area& 
in the State, 13'1; IIC&nlity .of boll 
calves, 138; fain held do.ring jiltrtlll, 
138; e&Stn.tion by veterinary oftiC¥ra 
appre<:iat.cd 138-139; bnffa.Joea of differ
ent varieties, 139; rearing of 1108&.1 
and their increaae in onmber, 141. 

CauYery Falla ; Power Scheme eonneeL
ecl with, 9-22; origin and dnelopment 
of, 222-224; ideu o( MMsra •. E. Car
ringio.n and Holmee, Col. Hendel)ICA 
and Cap. A. I. De Lotbiniere, B.. E., 
222-223 ; eupporied by Sir K. Seshadri 
Iyer; acqoiaitioa of right&, 2'13; 
deputation of Cap. De Lotbiniero ~ 
America and hi& return, 223 ; see 
under Elutric Power. 

Cbandy, K. Mr.: President of the Com
mi.twion of Enquiry of the Land Regu
lation Code, 

Chein : kind of sogar-eane grown in 
Yywore, 275 ; Cbikkadevan1a-S~r 
Channel, 160; Aqoedod rker the 
Liibpivani on the, 160. 

Cbitragin: toy• manufactured by, at 
Ch•nnapatoa, 260. 

Chromite: found in Yy110re and Hassan 
DiiltrietA, 207-8. 

Carpet&, Banealore: 244; Bangalore Cen
tral Jail, 2«; Sir George Birdwood'~ 
te.timoQy, ~-6. Carpenters, iu the 
State ; 2M! ; their work in ruraJ: parta, 
2.>9; Saw Milla, 260; worbbop'l, 
200; lac-turnery by Cbitragin, 
260-~1. 
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Cenjus, Industrial, of 1921; 285-6. "
Chikka-Deva.-Raja: Post office as an 

institution in his reign, SSO, Chillies; 
important dry crop, 95; area under, 
95-96; irrigated, 96-7. 

Cigarette: Factories for manufacture 
of, 279. 

Climate and seasons: 22; cultivation 
season, 23 •. 

Cocoa-nut : important plantation crop, 
117; grown in gardens generally, 117; 
exception to garden growing, 118 j· 
gardens how made, 118; area under, 
118; soils for, 118; varieties, 118; 
starting a plantation of, 119-20 ; bar-

. vest and yields, 120; ooir, 120-121 ; 
special show~ of, 121; Export of, 
1jU. 

Coffee: Introduction into State, 122; 
area under, 123 ; selection of land for, 
123; description of land in State suit
able for, l'l3-124; soil required, 124; 
preparation of laud, 124 ; selection of 
seed, 124; nurseries, lH; planting, 
12-1-1!5 : drainage, 125 ; shade, Hi5 ; 
topping, 12:3; pruning, 125; weeding, 
126; mulching, 126; manuring, 126; 
harvest, 126-7•; handling of nrops, 127; 
manufacture, 127; outturu, 127; qua· 
lity of Mysore coffee, 12t:l; diseases of, 
128. 

Commerce and Trade : Ch. VIII, pp. 
2...~309; natural obstructions to trade, 
inland and foreign, 288; statistics, 
289 ; brief history of the foreign trade 
of the State, under Vijayanagar kings 
and Tipu Sultan, 290-291; after his 
fall and improvements after 1831, :291-
293; description of foreign trade, 293-
294: rail-borne trade, 2U4-297; indus
trial changes in the State, 297-299; 
Exports and imports of treasure, 2!19; 
fluctuations in prices and internal 
trade, SOQ-30'2; financial facilities, 
30';!-SJ3; the llfysore Bank and other 
Joint-Stock Companies in the State, 
303-304; tables of imports and 
exports, 305-306; exports and import;s, 
807-8. 

Communication, met>ns of: Ch. X pp. 
320- 36i ; I Roads and bridges, 3Z0-
3Z8: brief history of roads and bridges 
in Mysore, prior to 1831, 3l0-321; 
durin!{ tbe Commission, from 1831 to 
1856, 321-322 ; undH tht!l Public 
Works Department, 3'22-323; after the 

Rendition, influence of railwavs on 
road construction, on-324; iutlu~tH'e of 
Local Self-Government, pres~nt con
dition of road~, 324-325; classification, 
n1aintena.nce, cost, etc., 3:2:i-3:lti; law$ 
regarding Public.ConveyancP& and the 
Mysore Pulllic Conveyances Regula. 
tion, Motor Vehicles Regulation, il~-
327; statistical table~, 327-328; state 
ment of sen·ral roads in the State, 
327; of bridges, 321:1; Il. Railways 
including tramways sud waterways, 
328-350; Railway acth·ities, brief 
history of, prior to tbe Renuition, B::!ll-
3:29 j ~<fter the Rendition, 319-332; 
minor extensions and resumption of 
activities, 3<12-3:33; Tramway>, ;J:J:3-Jo-!; 
suspension of activities owing to fiuau
ci&l stringency, progress up to ::SOth 
June 1923, 834-335; surveys and pro
jects for further extensions, pa-;senger 
and goods traffic, 335-3.36; economic and 
mor.<l e.ffect.s of railways, financial 
results, 336-339; recent railway in•
proveulents, 3:.J\l-341; history of rail
ways in the State, iJU-349; (1) Com
p.;uy and District Board railways of 
the State, 341-312; (21 Stat~ lines con
structed and worked by the State, iH:l
(46; (~) Lines constructed Ly C..:ompa· 
nies and worked by them, 345; stilt is
tical statement, 345; alternative bws 
to the we.;t coast with Mysor~, let) ida-

-tion regarding railwayd aud tramways, 
il-16-347; concessions to Tlistnct B·>anls 
and Companies, 347-350; IlL Poets 
and Telegraphs, i:l50-l:t.'\7; brief history 
of, before the Heudition, 350~~<>1; aft~r 
theHenditiou, 3!i5-3Si; amalgamation 
agreement with British Goverm~>,•ut, 
357-i1::09; Subsidiary t~rms o! amnlg»
mation, 359-o60; immediate rPsult~ o', 
360-1; facilities of, oil!; exh•nsim• of 
telegrapl.ic facilities and cowmunica· 
tion, BG2-363; IJumber of Po&t Oftiees 
between 1916"17 to 19:?.6-27; kgislatinn 
re~arding Posts and Telt·gra.pbs, Re~:u
lation I of 1893, VIII of lSf•l; Rnl~s 
requiting village officials to render 
help, 86.1: concession• to Po, tal Odi
cials, Reg·nlatiou I of 1S99, IV of lS\19 
and statisticnl •tatenwnts as >howu in 
appended tables, J6!-3G&. 

Commission,luam, 370. See under In,; 111 

Commi.••ion and Rt•>l/8, Pricr.s and 
TT'ag,s. 
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Commission, 1\fysore: improvements in 
irrigation effected by it, 159. 

Committee on Co-operation in Mysore, 
317-318. • ' 

Co-operation and Government; 816-317. 
See under Co-opaatit•e Societie8, 

Co-operative Bank, Central, at 
Han galore: 312; its progress, 312. 

Co-operative Bank, Provincial, at 
J:!angalore: its progress, 312-3B. 

Co-operative Societ;es: Ch. IX pp. 810-
819; Regulation No. III of 1905 and 
its object, 310-311; amendment of the 
RPgulation, area of operation, man· 
ageD)ent, general progress and co-ope· 
rative central financing institutions, 
311-312; (I) The Banf(alore Central and 
Mysore Provincial Co-operative Banks, 
312-31;;1; District Central J:Ja.uke and 
Ft!derd Banking Unions, 313-314; 
Low :Societi<'s are financed, results 
achieved, :114-316: other activities and 
concessions granted by Government, 
316-317; Confetences, system of giving 
prizes, Co•uiuittee on Co-operation, 
~17-318; work of the Department, 
i:l18; ao an educative agency, :no; 
membergbip b&sed on characte,r and 
nut on property, 311 i support given to 
works of village improvement, 316; 
benevolent grant by His Highness 
n•aue to backward societies, 317; 
awardi11g of prizes for the best among 
them, iH 7; !>ee also under Ag.-icu/,. 
tura l Credit. 

Copper, oecttrrenee of: 208-9-
Corundum, occurrence of: 210; varie

ties of, 210; collecting licenses for, 
210; export of, 210; reservation of, by 
the State, 210; cancellation of reser· 
Vlltion, 210; quantity exported, and 
royalty rtalized, 210-11; ruby corun
dum, 211. 

Cotton : cultivation of, 88; varieties 
"'rown, !:!8-9; rotation of, 69; 
Dharwar-American, 90; Cambodia, 
90-91. 

Cut ton, tape aud rope: 265; see 
under Arts, l~~tlusfries and Manufa.c
tures, 

Cotton weaving, 238-9; See under Arts, 
]ll,fllslrii'B O>lfl Man11(ncfures. 

Cro!Js, wet and dry, 12·14; plantation, 
Iii. 

Cull bon, Sir Mork: ecouomio condition 
of p~ol,le in 1834, 413, l'ee under 

Economic Condit:on of People: his 
report on Railway activities in' the 
State, 32tl. 

Cultivation, dry: 12; wet, 13-14. 

D 
Distresses : of 1883-84, etc., 393-4. See 

under Famine. 
Dry cultivation, 12; crops, 59-97. 
Dry land farming: 53. 
Duties, removal of: between Mysore 

and adjacent districts after 1831, 292. 

E 
Economic condition of people: Ch .. XIll, 

pp. 40!:1-424; m~aning of "Economic 
life," 408-409; conditions at the 
beginning of the nineteP.nth century, 
409-410; recovery after war, 1800-
1805, 410-413; Economic progress bet· 
ween 1805-18114, 413-414; between 1834· 
1861!, 414; effects of famine of 1866-67 
and subsequent growth of population, 
414; growth of StatA revenues, pro· 
grPSR since the Rendition, 415; inci· 
deuce and ratio of land asseRsment to 
tot11l produce and increase of occupa· 
tiona, 416; condition of special classes 
of people :-(a) ordinary agriculturists, 
(b) agricultural labourers, (c) weavera, 
417; (d) skilled labourers, (e) mer
chants, tradllrs, money lenders, etc. ; 
(/) domestic servants, comparison 
with progressive countries, 418-420; 
Tr11de, accumulation of wealth, chang
ing economic condition A, 420-4~1, need 
for economic improvements, 421-422; 
Remedial measures adopted, 422-423. 

Economic Conference: <.:h. i, 1-11; its 
objects and linea of work, 1-2; its func· 
tions, agency and annual meJtmg, 2; 
constitution of Central Boards, 3-G; 
their functions, 6 7; District Boards, 
7-6; award of honours and certificfltes, 
!!-9; changes in the constitution of the 
Conference, 9-11; formation of Sub
Committees and relation of the 1-loard• 
to the Representative Assembly and 
Legislative Council, 10; recogrlitio'n of 
its valull by the Government, 10-11 ; 
Economic Journal, M11.ore, 9-10; its 
Kanuada edition, 10; Economic work, 
Di11trict Boards entrusted with, in the 
Di•trict, 7. 
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Electrio power: Ch. VI, 22'2·236; the 
Cauvery Falls; their situation, origin 
of the Power scheme, '2'.l2·223; further 
progress, 223-\liH; quantity of power, 
224; the head works, the channels, the 
tetal head and water turbines, 214· 
225; transmission circuits, supply 
to Gold Fields, Bangalore, Mysore and 
miscellaneous, 226; Lighting and 
Power installations, 2'27; financial 
results, .227; statistical tables, 228.235. · 

Elliot, Sir Charles: Famine Commie· 
sioner, in 1877, 89'2. 

Engraving, art of: 256; examples of 
some of the oldest on stone, 255; rock 
inscriptions at Sravan•-Belgola, 255; 
Kadamba and other inscriptions, 255. 

Earth salt, Occurrence of, 213; used 
formerly for making bangles, 213; 
experiments to produce earth soda. on 
a commercial soale, 218. 

European Planting interest: represen· 
ta.tive of, on Board of Agriculture of 
Economic Conferenco, 4. 

F 
Factory Industries, '.l66-279. See under 

.Arts, Industrie• and Manufactures. 
Factories, Mysore Regulation : 279-81. 
Famine: 891-407; l. Hi•tory of past 

famines and of famine relief, 
891-97 ;· prior to 1876.77 and of 
1876-78, 391-393 ; financial effects, bad 
and good years, distresses of 11:!83-!l4, 
and 1884-&ii ld91-9.!, 1899-1900, 1908-09 
and 19-23-24, 393-39'7 i II. The causes 
of Famine, 398; Ill. Famine problem 
and modern relief, 398-403; Famine 
problem, 898-1.199; Famine Code, 
Famine Commissioner and standing 
preparations, 399-!00 ; danger signals, 
prleim inary action, 400-401; the period 
of test, measures adopted on the 
declaration of Famine, 401-4(}-2; policy 
before the monsoon breaks, at the 
commencement <>f the rains, closure 
of relief, 402-403; IV. Protection 
against Famine, 403-406; syste!l). of 
intelligence, 403-404; Irrigation, 
existing State irrigation works, large 
works, 404; river chann~s. tanks, 
\Yells and railways, 405-406; Other 
efforts to increase material prosperity, 
Famine insurance Fund, 406. 

Famine works: irrigation works on the 

Famine programme, 170. 
Farm animals, 134. 
Farm! Experimep.tal: (Hebbal), Ragi 

cultivation, experiments made at, 
etc., 67-f\8. 

Farm stfad, description of : 39-40. 
Foreign Trade of Mysore, 21*1; brirlf 

history of, 290; description of, 29B.2!H. 
Forests: Ch. IV, 175-197; areas, cla~ses 

and types, 175-176; sylviculture, 176-
180; organization and exrloita.tion, 
180·182; protection, 182-1&5 ; working 
plans, Hl5-187; extraction, tmn•port 
and disposal, 187-189; major products, 
190-191; minor products, 191; indus
tries, 192-191; rese .. rch w~rk, ~~~.'i·l96; 
financial results, 196. Famine relief; 
to agriculturists by advances, etc., 
391; description of kan, produce ob
tained from, 17ii; important proJucts, 
teak and sandal, 178-179; means of 
extraction and transport, not enconr· 
aging; establi~hment of addit!~t!al 
staff for conJ.uctin~ sandal vull1a tion 
surv .. y, etc., 181; bifurcation of the 
district charges, 181-182.; M~asur~• 
ta.k~n in the State to guard against 
fire, 182-183 ; ordinary and nomad 
licenses for grazing cattle, 184 ; pena.l
tieq for trespass and game 1•reserves, 
185; encoursgentent of private Cl\pita
Jists, 188; meilwds taken for the 
disposal of the forest produce, HJ9 ; 
uses made of the best parts uf the 
sandal, 190-191; disposal of the minor 
products by auction, 191: estubllsh· 
ment of two factories at Mysore a.nd 
Bangalore for absorbing tbe output of 
sandalwood in tbe State. cultivation of 
lao from Slwrea talur•, 193; mannl«c· 
tnre of paper, pencil and boa.rd out of 
bamboos, under the snpervi;i.m of 
Special Forest Officer, 191; h•bonr 
secured in the forest areas throng'h 
the nomadic knrbars and sholigars, 195; 
proposals and sanction of a !nil-timed 
officer for research wurk, 1U5. 

Forest Industries: 192; sandalwood, 
192-3; investigations as r~g .. rds pros
pects of paper-pulp, match, pencils, 
sud straw-boards, 193·4. 

Forest prod•tcts, l\lajor: 190; list of, 
190; distribution of sandal; most illl· 
portant of thent, 190; Min or ForE'st, 
pr,>dncts 191; list of, 191; bow value 
realized, 191. 


