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YouNG BLIGHt, a dismal 0ffice-boy and clerk. 
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Mr. FLEDGE BY (" Fascination Fledgeby "), a doltish dandy. 
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!'1 "''PY, a foulHlling, ad .. pt1·J by Betty Higden. 

~~ k. ~!a \'Is Twuuow, 'II'" of the poc.rer members of "society," and a 
fru·11d of tbc \\·u<Hillp. 

~!1<. IIAMILTOs \'r 'LI:I<I~G, a r,;.u-v .. nu, tolerated by" socidy "on account 
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~!1<. \'[\\ s, a pr•·..,·r\'o·r uf animals aud birds. 
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MISS SOPHRO!'IA AKERSHE:II, a fast young lady of " society," afterwards 
married to ~lr. Alfred Lammle. 

MRS. HE:"RtETTA BOFFIX, the cheerful wife of )!r. Xicodemus Boffin. 
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LIZZIE HEX..I.ll, the braYe devoted daughter of Jesse Hexam. 
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MISS ABBEY POTTERSOS, landlady of The Six Jolly Fellowship-Porter;. 

PLEASAST RIDERHOOD, an unlicensed pawnbroker, and daug!:tter of Roger 
Riderhood. 

LADY TIPPtss, a member of" society," and a friend of the \"eneering;. 

MRS. AsASTATIA \"E:"EERI:"G, wife of ~[r. Hamilton Yeneering. 
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Postscfipt 779 
In my social experiences since Mrs. Betty Higden came upon 

the scene and left it, I have found Circumlocutional champions 
disposed to be wann with me on the subject of my view of the 
Poor Law. My friend Mr. Bounderby could never see any 
difference between leaving the Coketown "hands" exactly as 
they were, and requiring them to be fed with turtle soup and 
venison out of gold spoons. Idiotic propositions of a parallel 
nature have been freely offered for my acceptance, and I have 
been called upon to admit that I would give Poor Law relief to 
anybody, anywhere, anyhow. Putting this nonsense aside, I 
have observed a suspicious tendency in the champions to divide 
into two parties; the one contending that there are no deserv
ing Poor who prefer death by slow starvation and bitter weather, 
to the mercies of some Relieving Officers and some Union 
Houses; the other admitting that there are such Poor, but 
denying that they have any cause or reason for what they do. 
The records in our newspapers, the late exposure by THE 
LANCET, and the common sense and senses of common people, 
furnish too abundant evidence against both defences. But, 
that my view of the Poor Law may not be mistaken or misre
presented, I will state it. I believe there has been in England, 
since the days of the STUARTS, no law so often infamously 
administered, no law so often openly violated, no law habitually 
so ill-supervised. In the majority of the shameful cases of 
disease and death from destitution that shock the Public and 
di,;grace the country, the illegality is quite equal to the in
humanity and known language could say no more of their 
Ia ,,·les<:ncss. 

On l'riday the ~inth of June in the present year, Mr. and 
~lrs. Boftin (in their manuscript dress of receiving Mr. and .Mrs. 
Lammle at breakfast) were on the South-Eastern Railway with 
rne, in a terribly demucti1·e accident. \\'hen I had done what 
I could to help ·others, I climbed back into my carriage-nearly 
tunwd over a viaduct, and caui:(bt aslant upon the tum-to 
e:..trirate the worthy couple. They were much soiled, but 
othm1 ise unhurt. The same happy result attended Miss Bella 
\\'ilkr on her M'dding day, and Mr. Riderhood inspecting 

: Dr:hll· :· Headstone's red neckerchief as he lav asleep. I 
1 rcmeml,, r with devout thankfulness that I can ne;,er be much 
nearer p;!rting company with my readers for ever than I was 
thl'n, until tLcre shall. be written at:aiast my life. the two words 
"lth wluch l have thlS day closed this oook:-TllE END. 
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