
LIFE AND EXPERIENCES 
OF 

A BENGALI CHEMIST 

VOLUME. II 

' A 

PRAFULLA CHANDRA RAY 

CALCUfTA: 

CHUCKERVERTTY, CHATTERJEE & Co., Lm. 
15, College Square 

LONDON: 

KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & Co., Lm. 
1935 



Published by 
R. C. CHAKRAVARTI, M.SC., 

/M CHUCKERVERIIY, CHATTERJEE & Co., LID., 

15, College Square, Calcutta. 

Audi alteram partem 

Printed by 
!'ROBHAT CHANDRA RAY, 

SRI GoURANGA PRESS, 

711 r, Mirzapur Street, Calcutta. 



PREFACE 

In the preface to the first volume of this work it was 
mentioned that "a large mass of materials has been left out" 
and that "if circumstances prove favourable a supplementary 
volume may come out later on." I have now the satisfaction 

<)£ presenting the second and concluding volume, which, for 
aught I know, may prove to be my swan-song. 

It was with considerable diffidence, nay with fear and 
trembling, that I presented the previous volume to the public, 
but I was somewhat agreeably surprised at the favourable 
·reception accorded to it not only in India but also in England 
and America. As a chemist I consider myself an international 
property and some critics have naturally hinted at the large 
amount of space devoted to matters which might be considered 
as extraneous and foreign to the life of a chemist, pure and 
simple. I submit, however, that those who have closely watched 
my career will not have failed to notice that 1 have been 
something more than a mere chemist. True it is that through
out my active career, now extending over half-a-century, I 
have served Chemistry as the Goddess of my idolatry ; to her 

·I have been a whole-hearted devotee, and even at this advanced 
age she claims me as her own. But it should not be forgotten 
that the present volume and its predecessor include my "life 
and experiences." This is my apology for the presentation of 
the diverse activities corine~ted therewith. 

Social and economic problems relating to India and 
especially to Bengal have always claimed a portion of my 
attention, and thus what I have written is inextricably inter
woven with my life and experiences. If now and then I have 
been drawn into realms which might be considered as political 
it is because, as Professor Bowley observes, ''economic and 
Political events cannot be disentangled.n 

As an educationist I have devoted considerable space in 
this volume to matters educational. I have traced its progress 
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since the beginning of British rule in India and have been 
unsparing in criticising the wrong direction it has taken to the 
serious detriment of the future prospects of our young hopefuls, 
who have been accustomed to look to an academic career alone 
as a passport to success in life. 

The saying is generally ascribed to that prince of diplomats, 
Talleyrand, that language was given to man to disguise his 
thoughts ; the student of science, however, cannot agree with 
the above dictum and he is inclined to call a spade a spade. 
Hence my considered opinions on a variety of subjects dealt 
with in these volumes have been freely expressed and some
times, I am afraid, with brutal candour. 

I have reproduced 'Verbatim et literatim several passages 
from my essay on India published half-a-century ago. It is sad 
to reflect that there has been no material change of policy of 
the British Government during the last fifty years ; any change 
that has occurred is only a change for the worse as evidenced by 
the New Constitution. The problems--social and economic
which were acute then have become acuter still. 

It now remains for me to express my indebtedness to 
Professor J. C. Ghosh, Head of the Department of Chemistry, 
Dacca University, for many useful hints and criticisms. 
Dr. P. K. Bose, my colleague and ex-pupil, has laid me under 
a deep debt of obl{gation by taking upon himself the arduous 
task of looking through the proofs and preparing the table of 
contents and the index. He has also furnished me with many 
valuable suggestions. 

October, HJ33· 
UNIVERSI'rY COLLEGE OF SCIEl\CE 

AND TECHNOLOGY, 
CALCUTTA. 

P. C. R. 
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"A more remarkable career than that of P. C. Ray could not well 
be chronicled. The story told is not only fascinating : it has an 
altogether special value, as a presentation of a complex mentality, 
unique in character, range of ability and experience. * * * * * 
From beginning to end, the message of the book is one of the highest 
endeavour, pulsating with vitality and intellectual force. Few pages 
are without proof that the author is steeped in our best traditions, no 
mere nationalist. "-Nature. 

"Next to the late Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee, Sir Prafulla Chandra Ray 
has been the foremost Bengali educationist of our time. He has done 
most valuable work in creating a school of chemical research in Calcutta, 
and thereby has exercised a wide lnfiuence on the progress of science 
in the whole country. Sir Prafulla, who is now a septuagenarian, has 
set his face steadily through his public career against the too literary 
character of university education and has dwelt on the necessity for the 
development of industries as a means of checking the flow of middle
class unemployment."-The London Times (Educational Supplement). 

"This is an interesting and inspiring account of what a chemist's 
life can be. * * * To the readers of this autobiography it is clear 
that * * * Sir P. C. Ray has been a great scholar, chemist, teacher 
and administrator and that he has been first, last and all the time a 
patriot-a Hindu and a Bengali."-Journal of the American Chemical 
Society. 

"* * " the student of Indian affairs will find the book worth 
the pains it costs to read. For Sir P. C. Ray is an independent and 
original thinker-a doer, perhaps, rather than a thinker-and he has 
had a remarkable career which has given him a special interest in and 
knowledge of certain important aspects of the great Indian question." 
-Manchester Guardian. 

"We have enjoyed reading this book by a distinguished chemist 
and shall enjoy reading it again."-Chemistry & Industry (London). 

"An autobiography of the Great Indian Chemist * * * contains 
much thoughtful advice to the younger generation, based on his own 
keen observation and ripe experience."-Tize Chemical Age (London). 

"To the chemist this book is of great value. It is also one of the 
finest works on education that India has produced. Generations of 
students, many of them now well known in the land, have had reason 
to be grateful to the author."-Statesman (Calcutta). 

"The reader will be staggered by the diversity of Dr. Ray's interests 
and the extent of his activities. * * * Posteritv will have reason to 
~emember Dr. Ray for his heroic share in org-ani"sing chemical studies 
1n Calcutta. ~ * * * after Mahatma Gandhi's "A utobiograpl!y" no 
m9re challengmg book by another eminent Indian has been issued in 
thzs country than the "Life and Experiences", which invites perusal 
b~: every student of the quickened life in India after· the impact of West 
w1th East."-TI!e ll!adras Mail. 


