


:MOTOR DO'S AND DON'TS 



MOTOR 
DO'S AND DON'TS 

BY 

HAROLD PEl\IBERTON 
"DAILY IIAIL 11 IIOTOIUIIG COUISPONDitliT 

METHUEN & CO. LTD. 
36 ESSEX STREET W.C. 

LONDON 



First Publish8tl in 1923 

PIIIIITID llf GIIJU.T IRIUIII 



TO 

ALL TRUE LOVERS OF 

THIS HAPPY AND HEALTHY PASTIME 

BOTH PRESENT AND 

TO BE 



CONTENTS 
UGI 

MOTORING· I 

CHOOSING A MOTOR-cAR - 2 

POINTS FOR THE OWNER-DRIVER - 3 
THE COST OF MOTORING • 4 
DEPRECIATION 6 
SECOND-HAND CARS 9 
THE WOMAN DRIVER - IO 

THE CAR ARRIVES • I2 

KNOW YOUR CAR • 13 
EASY STARTING - • 14 
LEAR!\ING TO DRIVE • IS 
THE POLICE • 17 
SKILLED DRIVING SAVES WEAR AND TEAR • 17 
RECOGNIZED ROAD SIGNALS - 18 
PREVENTION OF SKIDDING - 19 
THE HOLIDAY TOUR - 22 

THE DAILY PROGRAMME • • 23 
THE ROUTE • 24 
SPARES ON TOUR· - 26 
PICNICKING • 26 
DASHBOARD DELIGHTS • • 28 

vii 



IXDEX 
Accelerator pedal, 4 
Accidents : their causes, JS 
Anti-da.ule devices, 46 

Brakes, 4, 20, 23, 43 
B:g end, 32 
Bhnd spots, 1 I 
Brushes, collector, and &

tributor, 35, 36 

Cam ~t, 32 
Cars: 

Coup~. II 
Exptrts, JO 
S..Uoon, 11 
Second-hand, g, 10 
Speed v;hen new, u 
Treatment ~·hen new, 

12-14 
Carburettor, J, 14, 33-35 
Clut:h, 4. 17, 31, 32 
Combusucn ch:u:.btr, 3S 
Cocpress.~on strcke, JI, 39 

L:.ss cf, 40 
U.ntectl::g roo. 31 
Cor.tact breaker, 35, 36 
Cor.trvi.:., 4 
Cra.Lkshait, Jl, JZ 
CyJ.n·.1ers : 

l\emoval, 3S 
Dttact.alie, 4. 37, 39 

Da.:;tboarJ fi:t:r:gs, 2S-3o 
[•uz..!e h~:a.:!::~:.~. 45· 46 
I~t-c.ubo::u.auc.n, 37, <43 
h.-?recauon, 6, 7 
Vl::trt:Lt...ll, 32 
L' •• H4l:lce JU~():ng, 19, 20 

~5 

Driving, 15-21 
Seat.4 

Engine, JO 
Revolution Meter, 29 

Factories, facilities for \"isit· 
ing, I2 

float chamber, JJ, 3-l 
flywheel, 31. 32 
Fools motoring, 16 
Foreign touring, +7 

Guide to, 4S, 49 
R.A.C., 4S 
Spares, 49, 50 

Garage costs, 5 
Ge.u box, 32 
Gears, 15 

As brakes, 1 8 
Cha!!giJ:g, 42 

Grease gun, 3. 44 
Kipple, 3 

Greasi:lg, 13, ..... 45 
Gudgeon pin, 31 

Hill dangers, 15 
Gradier.t mete1, 29 

Ignition, 35 
J.n.surance: 

A.A. Policies, so 
Costs, 5~ 
Third party ruks, 5z 

Jets, 13, 35, Ef 

Knodir.g, 37 



56 MOTOR DO'S AND DON'TS 
Magneto, 3, 35 
Make and break, 13 
Maps, 25 
Motor car wireless; 52 

Aerials, 53 
Dynamo silencer, 54 
Magneto insulation, 54 
Sparking plug insula· 

tion, 54 
The best set, 53 

Motming: 
Costs, 5-9 
Log, 43 

Oil consumption, H 
Oiling, IJ, 44• 45 
Overheating, 16 

Passing tramcars, 1~ 
Picnicking, 26, 27 

Choosing a site 27, 28 
Equipment, 27 

Police, 16, 17 
Petrol consumption, $-9 

Meter, 28 
Piston, 31 

Rings, 38, 39 
Platinum points, 36 
Propeller shaft, 32 

Radiator thermometer, 29 
Repair costs, 5-9 
" Road Hogs/'.12 
Road numbering, 25 

Self-starter, 14 
Signals, road, 18, 19 
Skidding, prevention, 19, 20 
Small end, 32 
Sparking plug, 31, 33, 37, 40 

Indicator, 29 
Spot lights, 29, 46 
Starting the car, 14 . 
Steering column and wheel, 

4· 17,45 

Tappet adjustment, 41 
Tax, 5-9 
Test Hill, 41-43 
Tight nuts, 13 
Tours, 22 

Average speeds, 23, 24 
Planning the route, 24, 

25 
Spares, 26 

Twilight dangers, 45 
Tyres, 19, 21, 23 

Ultit. S-9 

Universal joint, 32 

Valves, inlet and exhaust, 4, 
31 

Grinding, 39-41 
VulcanW.ng, 23 

Windscreen cleaners, 29 
Women motorists, xo, n 


