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FOREWORD

By Tue Rt. Hox. Wepcwoop Beny, D.S.O., D.F.C,
(Late Secretary of State for India)

Major Granaum PoLE has produced a book which, while
it contains a mass of solid information, is very easy and
pleasant to read. These qualities must be attributed to
the author’s wide first-hand knowledge of the real India
and especially to his understanding and sympathetic
appreciation of her political demand.

The case of India differs historically from those of
Ireland and South Africa in that no political party in
Great Britain is found openly to oppose the claim to
Dominion Status. The real division, and it is very real,
is as to facts and as to methods,

As to facts: there are those on the one hand who regard
the many differences of race, creed and class as an almost
permanent bar to a self-governing India ; and those
who sce in the unifying passion of Nationalism a force
which must submerge even communal divisions and fit
India for her place among the Dominions. It must be
added that the real enemies of India’s claims—and they
are many—exploit these differences to achieve an end
they dare not avow.

As to methods: there are those who cling to the pre-
amble of the Act of 1919, and those who recognise, what
is indeed the fact, that the meeting of the First Round
Table Conference established relations of equality in
dealing with India and destroyed for ever the tutorial
plan so offensively and indeed uselessly laid down in
that preamble.
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vi FOREWORD

The position to-day of the British administration in
India is difficult. Co-operation must be the keynote of
policy and yet to secure it requires infinite patience and
sympathy. There is a party of Indian nationalists who
do not desire understanding. They eagerly wish to de-
stroy it. They find a counterpart among the British.
How fatally easy it is to walk into this trap and to undo
in a few weeks a task of reconciliation which has been
the labour of years. This * firmness” not only sows
seeds of bitterness which, as we see in Ireland, may
blossom after many years, but renders almost impossible
the active co-operation of Indians in the framing of the
new constitution,

The problem is essentially a practical one. We must
find Indian shoulders to bear the burden of Government.
We must therefore have Indian advice as to fitting it to
Indian shoulders and, moreover, we must find Indians
willing to assume it with the assent of their fellow-
countrymen. Otherwise the rew constitution means
either chaos or reversion to pure emergency rule.

Somehow, therefore, we must revert to the method of

¢ conference, and administrative policy should be shaped
to that end. .

It cost much labour to assemble in the summer of 193t
a comprehensive conference, long neglected during the
election and then light-heartedly dismissed. A represen-
tative conference must meet again with two purposes.

(1) To place before the British Parliament India’s
Teal demand. Congressmen and Moderates alike are
asking far more than the Government has shown any
willingness to concede.

(2) To attempt to secure by an understanding states-
men willing and able to carry the burden of Government
under the new constitution.

No bureaucratic draft, however industrious and full of
paper safeguards, will do. (We may remember the
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Government of Ireland Act of 1920.) A Bill which pre-
tends to give Swaraj, and in fact denies it, is a real
danger, To create new political forces without loading
them with responsibility will mean a return to dicta-
torial powers without effective means of enforcing them.
Nothing will do now, if indeed it is not already too late,
but the gift of real responsibility.



CHAPTER

CONTENTS

PAGE
HOW INDIA IS GOVERNED = - - = I
BRITISH POLICY IN INDIA -~ - - = II
INDIA'S CLAIM TO SELF-GOVERNMENT - = I7
THE MONTAGU-CHELMSFORD REFORMS - 26
THE ROWLATT ACT - - =~ =~ - 38
THE TRAGEDY OF AMRITSAR - - - I
ELECTIONS AND BOYCOTTS - - - 350
THE REFORMS INQUIRY - - - - 56
THE INDIAN NATIONAL DEMAND - - = 72
APPOINTMENT OF THE STATUTORY COM-
MISSION - - = - - - 79
THE BOYCOTT OF THE COMMISSION - - 86
THE INDIAN ALL-PARTIES’ CONFERENCE - 9
COMMUNAL ELECTORATE PROBLEMS - =~ III
THE IRWIN DECLARATION - - = = 117
DOMINION STATUS ASSURED - = = 129
A DISASTROUS BRITISH CAMPAIGN - = 154
THE LAHORE CONGRESS AND AFTER - - 142
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE = - = = = 153
BOYCOTT OF BRITISH GOODS - - - 16y
THE STATUTORY COMMISSION'S REPORT - 136
THE INDIAN COMMITTEE'S REPORT - - 187
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA'S DISPATCH - 18g

THE FIRST ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE -~ 194

1



CONTENTS

THE SECOND ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE =~
THE BURMA ROUND TABLE GONFERENCE -
HINDU-MUSLIM DIFFERENCES - - -
THE ARMY IN INDIA =« - - - -
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA . - -
INDIAN STATES - - - - - -
AGRICULTURE - - - - - -
THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON AGRICULTURE =
INDIANS OVERSEAS - - - - -
PLANTATIONS - - - - - -
INDUSTRIALISM AND FISCAL POLICY - -
FACTORY POPULATION - - - -
. RAILWAYS AND MINES - - - -
FACTORIES AND FACTORY LEGISLATION -
UNREGULATED FACTORIES - - - -
. TRADE UNIONS  « - - - - -
THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON LABOUR IN INDIA
A CHAPTER OF STATISTICS - - - -
CONCLUSION - - - - - -

INDEX - - - - - - -

PAGE

204
217
222
230
245
264
275
283
290
208
304
310
318
327
332
339
347
362
371
379



