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PREFACE 

THis anthology is planned to give, within the 
limits of its format, a general impression of the 
stories of Africa written during the ·past fifty 
years. Although consisting mainly of stories 
whose African environment is a v~tal and inte· 
gral part of them, it includes for contrast a few 
examples of those to which an African setting is 
only incidental. Some episodes from the experi
ences of African adventurers have also been 
chosen. 

Translations from African literature in other 
European languages are excluded, but by way 
of recognition of African folklore (which for 
adequate representation would need a volume 
to itself) the book opens with a typical native 
story. 

A short glossary of obscure local words, sup· 
plementing the writers' own footnotes, is given 
on page s6o. 

The editor acknowledges his debt to friends 
for their criticisms and suggestions, and thanks 
the following for permission to reprint copyright 
stories: 

Mr. John Buchan (Tht Green Wildebmt); 
Mr. Alec J. Dawson and Messrs. Methuen & 
Co. (The Story of Pat Derry); Mrs. Kingsley Fair· 
bridge and the Oxford University Press (Kings· 
ley Fairbridge's I Survey Rusapi); Sir Percy Fitz· 
patrick and Messrs. Longmans, Green & Co. 
(The Koodoo Hunt); Mr. Perceval Gibbon's 
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Executors (The Coward and King if the Baboons); 
Mr. R. B. Cunninghame Graham and Messrs. 
Gerald Duckworth & Co. (The Gold Fish); 
Sir Rider Haggard's Executors and Messrs, 
Longmans, Green & Co. ( Umslopogaa.r wins 

· 'lnkosikaas'); Messrs. Kegan Paul, Trench, 
Triibner & Co. (Sir Harry Johnston's Epfumo 
and the Head· Wife) ; Mrs. E thelreda Lewis and 
Messrs. Jonathan Cape, Limited (Blind Justice); 
Mr. A. E. W. Mason and Messrs. Hodder & 
Stoughton (How Barrington came to Johannesburg); 
Mrs. Sarah Gertrude Millin (A Sack for Nine
pence); Mr. Anthony Parsons (Strong Measures); 
Mr. Samuel Cron Cronwright and Messrs. 
Ernest Benn, Limited (Olive Schreiner's The 
Unfinished Letter); Mr. W. C. Scully ( Ukushwama); 
Miss Pauline Smith and Messrs. Jonathan Cape, 
Limited (The Pain and The Simzer); and Mr. 
H. G. Wells (Pollock and the Porroh Man). 
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