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EDITORIAL. 

The 11andala has two series of publications :-(1) Sweeya 
ur ' Home ' series, (2) Puraskrit or ' Recommended ' series. 
The publications of the :\landala are almost all of them in 
2\Iarathi. For the sake of convenience, it was thought 
desirable to publish papers written in English in a separate 
book. The present is the first of such publications. 

The Editors crave the indulgence of the learned scholars 
who have so kindly supplied the contributions in this book 
as also of the members and others for the great delay in its 
publication. Proofs even were not sent to all the writers. 
Errata have been added. Any other mistakes brought to 
our notice will be published in our quarterly. 

The Editors take this opportunity of thanking Dr. 
~. K. Aiyangar of ;\ladras for the troubles taken by him in 
~:etting the book out. Thanks are also due to the :\lanager 
of the Diocesan Press, :\ladras. The Editors hope that the 
book will be favourahly received by all the :::itudents of 
Indian History. 

EDITORS. 



ERRATA 

Line 18, page 18, read' stage' fvr' state.' 
6 1 !-!, add" second stage " before the para-

begins. 



A GUMPSE INTO THE EARLY HISTORY OF 
KONKAN 

BY 

OR. S. KRISHNASWAMI AIVANGAR 

Professor, 11-fadras Vnivn sit}' 

KoNKAN, or as it is sometimes written in Sanskrit Kon
ka1.1am, but ordinarily known as Konka1.1a, is the narrow 
tract of country lying between the Western Ghats, and the 
sea, on the western seaboard of peninsular India. It is 
generally spoken of as falling into seven divisions (Sapta 
Konka~zam ), and the names of the seven divisions are given 
with some slight variation, but on the whole generally uni
formly in medireval times. During the period, however, 
to which the so-called Sangam literature of Tamil refers as 
a body, the term 'Konkan' seems to have indicated a far 
less extensive region of country along the same seaboard. 
It seems to have been bounded on the south by the terri
tory under the authority of the Chera rulers for the time 
being ; on the west it was bounded by the sea ; on the north 
it seems to have extended pretty far, but no definite limit 
is traceable, and on the east by the Ghats. One other noti
ceable feature of the geography of the Dakhan during this 
period is that the rest of the Dakhan was practically 
covered by the great forest Dam/aka, referred to in this 
class of Tamil literature as Da11(jtlra~zyam. 1 The highways 
of approach from the north to the south were either along 
the west coast or along the east, the great forest region 
being between. At one 'time the political outlook of the 

1 (!!JLiiC:,fi!r Q,J(ie C:6'/1'61M;$_i;(!!J C:tillfil' 

lltftrJllli. f;&trUJ~•r:!l'Jl vJeirtDUJ&flit 
{!>liBt-.rru6!5!iltJJ:$1'1i r;:&rrL..u.:.. t-&:(!!J•t-•,ufi 

Q,"""..;,..,_ll.f.:_,_,jlil Q~~;~(ji.JJlh;n:_, urriruurU~. 

Padirruflpaltu, vi. ptldiga,,., 1. 3, 
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Southern rulers seems to have been bounded by the Vin
dhya Mountains in the north, and the sea all round, ~lthongh 
at this period this is varied sometimes by extending that 
outlook to the Himalayan frontier. 

With this geographical introduction, we shall now pro
ceed to consider what exactly can be gleaned from this 
body of literature in regard to the name' Konkan ', and its 
early history. Several derivations have been offered for 
the word generally of a fanciful character, and the latest in 
the field 1 is the most · fanciful of them all. The actual 
.explanatjon of the term is available to us in this body of 
Tamil literature .. This literature divides the whole of the 
sout)lern region, that is, the region south of the Dan¢aka, 
into three kingdoms ruled over by crowned kings, and a 
number of chieftain des ; while the former number remains 
constantly three, the latter number varies from time to time 
from the highest, as far as we know from this class of 
literature, the number fourteen to as low a number as 
five. These numbers are by no means exhaustive, and 
some refer only to the more prominent ones at the time, 
the time to which the reference is actually made. Rulers 
in the Tamil land are divided into two classes, kings and 
chieftains, Vendar and Vi!/ir, respectively. The former are 
the three, and are crowned rulers ; the latter are rulers of 
inferior dignity and not l'egarded as .crowned kings in the 
orthodox sense of the term ; but crowns are sometimes as
cribed to them, :so that the sovereign, suzerain for the time 
being, is sometimes spoken of as wearing a gai'land of 
seven· crowns. 2 It is from the three crowns of these three 
monarchs that the Palla vas of· a latter time took their title 
Trai-rtilya-Pallava (Pallava ruling over the ChOla, .Pal;ldya 
and the Chera), and the. title,, Mummudi Cbola, about both of 

'Indian Antiquary, vol. iii, p. 138. 

'6rti<!P'9- Q~<l} fiJILI~e Q(5U>/1«6!1/i61u 
Qwrsu•iiJs•....nu Qurrtlt)Jir:llti m6fsrQ!TiiiJr 
lli-1-ii/fllltrtii!J(£.,$ $1.9-(!J>/1 fD~· 

· .f4dirruppattu, poem ~o. 
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which there was some misunderstanding and confusion even 
in a scholar of the eminence of the late Dr. Fleet.l 

The kings n1led over compact territory in the best and 
the most settled portions of the land, and conducted their 
administration in the ordinary fashion of civilized kingdoms. 
The rest of the land was region not so fertile, nor so 
settled either, and was therefore described as somewhat 
inferior in character. It was something of the nature of the 
non-regulation provinces of British History where it was 
more the rule of the sword than of the law. This region 
of the Tamils is described as Kupmilam meaning small or 
inferior land, and the chieftains entrusted with these non
regulation districts, to rule by force of n1ilitary power, were 
known generally as Kurunila Mamzar or Ve/ir, whose desig
nation later on assumed the form of Ku:rumbar. This 
came to be used exactly in the sense of Ararta in Sanskrit, 
and the term • Araf(a' is used among the Tamils as the 
exact synonym Kurumbu, 11 a somewhat depraved appli
cation of the term • Svaraj '. So • Araftar ' or • Kurumbar ' 
or • Vt{-pula-arasar' all mean the same, namely, petty 
chieftains who held a sort of military rule over unsettled 
and comparatively barren districts allotted to their control, 
with a clear tendency always to throw off the authority of the 
suzerain power. They would thus correspond to the Pala
yagars of modern British History. 

One of these petty chieftains is known to Tamil literature 
as Nannan, whom is described there as ruler of Puli-Ntil/u, 3 

otherwise described as ruler of ' KO'fJkllnam, which produces 
gold '. The formation of the word • K011kttnam ' • shows 
its Tamil character. It breaks into two, 'Kol' and 
• Kanam '. • Ko{' means literally, taking forcible possession 
of that which is not one's own, that is plunder. That this 

1 BlmWay Gazrltur I, Pt. ii, p. 362n, 6. 
~~l.ll{iiJ.9Q•i.Jfil IU/f,:_t...'&.IJ.Jt...ir~lll l.llfopw 
lil.I)IJ.Jir (!J''-P-"'tiJ<!!Jif-

1 Arattan means Kurumban Cllintamani 1221. (NacMIIinttrkiniyar). 
• See note 2 on p. '1.. 
• Narr1nai, 391, 1. 7. 

Qu,.;rt.A (darr•&u.trO/Sf ••• •wet.:..il. 



is the way in which t\le word legitimately breaks up is indi· 
cated by the interposition of th~ (arjjective) /lertl.m 1 between 
the two worqs in some of these Sangam poems, the word 
interpolate.d meaning merely ' gt·eat '. The whole expres
!lion wo.uld Ol'l the. great fQI'est region where it is. 
·legitimately open to a1wbody to t .. ke what he can, a sort ot 
no ml,.l.n's land, legitimat!!lY. opeljl to occupa,tion or appro· 
p:dation by any pO<;ly that ca.n Clo so. ThJs. seems. to l!a ve 
comprised ~he territou o! '.tu!u, that is. the couutry, tol;lDd. 
Mangalore, an<!. tb.e two, :Kanl,.l.ras, north and soutb,. But 
how ~ar further it el\tended J;~Qrtb.w!.lrd!!. we cannot say with 
cet:tainty. 

Chieftain~ of such territory w.ere many, among whom was 
apowerful ruler of l{onkan. He exercised: his autocratic 
a.\JJhority with perhaps undue rigour. He is said to have 
maintained a pleasure garden. of his own. planted with fruit 
trees, through whicl;l passed a river or a canal, past the 
garden. A girl who. went to the river fQr a ba..th picked up 
a fnli.t floating down the stream and ate. it 001: then and 
th~re. ],?or this offence of the inno.cent maiden sbe was 
ordered to be killed. The. parents offered to. ransom her by 
giving him eighty-o.ne elephants, a life size golden statue of 
the. girl and whate.ver ~lse tba chi~tain i11 his mercy might 
d_ernaud. Naunan was. inexorable an(); carried out his doom 
without relenting, and so he is. handed down to posterity as 
N!ij,l,nal_l_ 1 the woman killer' for this acV~ That the coun
try was. fertile iQ the production of, gold is. clear not only 
from tl;lis but from the general· attribute given to the coun
try i~~lf, namely, that 'its hills bore. gold. ' 3 There is 
further evidence- in the name. given to the Kaveri itself in 
Tamil, The. river is_ calledPonni. which means that which 

1 Puram, 154 and 155. 

II 1-D-..fl/IJ QII'Qr/11. Qfi!Jff~ll/fi/J/i(/I)J/._, 
y•;oJl)l u&tiru>ffi.J{ioir ;o;>flit/TIYU/f! 
Q""rr:<ilrw{R,tb Q('J<ilrl-lli/ &ftf/,tb.Q(!It.-fJJJ.J/Iii/JIJfl 
QutroirQ8'tUL.Jtr<iQ6JJ Q&fflilluufil/iil Q&tr.iretrtrflir 
QuerQ&~r!t.! ytRm;~~ mtlit•f!itr:utr.o. 

• Paranar in Kt11!Um/Qe:a#, 29,2., U, 1:1, p. ~. note 3, supra. 
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carried down gold, and the name is said to have been given 
to her as she brought down golden sands. 1 This gives the 
lie direct to the statement that gold was unknown in this 
part of India. N annan's territory contained the port towns 
of Kadambit~-f;>eruMyil, :l Param, 3 Pz"rambu, • and Viyabi.r. 5 

The famous hills of his land were E!il Malai 6 (Sapta-Saila 
and Plili). 7 The former is identifiable now, and is eighteen 
miles north of Cannanore. Near the other hill Pa).i, the 
Val;luhar, that is, Telugu and Kanarese speaking people, 
1 who made recent entry into the land ' were turned back 
after a sanguinary fight by the Chola ruler whose name is 
given as lla!ll Setchenni. Hence he is known to Tamil 
literature as 1 Setchenni, the victor in the war of Pali.' 8 

Notwithstanding all this Nannan was a chieftain of literary 
taste and regard for literature. He had accumulated consi
derable wealth which be had secured in the citadel of Pali, 
and gave freely of that wealth to learned men. 9 At the 
same time he was rigorously valiant in war. On one occa
sion when a number of chieftains went to war against him, 
be defeated them in war and shaving off all the hair on the 
heads of their women-folk, made ropes of them with which 
to tie the elephants he took from them. 

He was at war with his Chera neighbour described in 
Tamil literature as Ka(am Kay Ka~z~zi Nttrmzu/i C/ural. The 
Chera who had a garland of ' kalarp. kay ' and twisted in 
his hair a fibre garland of some kind. He sent his general 

1 Pa!fit~apptllai, I. 7. 
• Padirrut>pattu, iv. padigam, I. 7. 
• Aham, 152, I. 12. 
• Aham, 356, l. 19. 
• Allam, 97, I. 13. 
" Akam, 152, I. 13; Narri11ai, 391, I. 8. 
7 Akam, 258, I. 1; 152, I. 13. 
• ]rJaiyan Sendan Kurran in Akam, 375, 11. 10-16. 

(;6'1ff:lri Qt.J(!!ILD&W 

.JJ•r5l®Lf•ii i.D,i~6&mw <ii'u6€Ji<ii'.g:onr61Sfl 
(!iLj!..i&~"' ~fo®tltJI!J JJ:i;.r(!f'Ljl.LDifff 

r.:."'U>LffDii yrfl-w uri} p,rfi 
61/Wt.J 6111B&rr tltJiuill~&ll .IF&Jt:..l-9-.i 
Q&trllitr,«J viTa.& r:.rttr~.:-1.9-;i; a(!!wJI)Jll> 
.II{~& t.lJ(!!ILDP".!iW QQJ~IlrJ!w. 

• Aham, 258, 11. 1-3 ; 152, 11. 11-12. 
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Aay Eyinan .who was put to death by Nannan's general 
Mygi'iili. 1 This Eyinan was so powerful that another 
chieftain of rank in Madttra was actually in hiding for fear 
of him, and felt relieved .when he heard of his death. The 
Chera king felt the loss so greatly that he turned all his 
forces against Nannan and killed him in battle at a place 
called Vahaippayandalaiwbich contained a Vahai guard-tree 
and which N annan himself worshipped. 11 This chieftain is 
celebrated in poems by a number of poets of Sang am fame, 
chief among them being Parat).ar, Palai-paQ.iya-Perum, 
KaQ.ung&, and Kalla<tan, who .are known as Sangam cele
brities. Several others could be groupeQ. round.them from 
references that they have made to contemporary rulers . 

. ·From this account of the chieftain it becomes clear that 
the name ' Konkan ' is of Tamil origin and was actually 
ruled over by a farp.ily of petty chieftains re,Iated to the 
Cheras in the centuries of the Christian era covered by the 
literature of the third Sang am. 

1 Aham, 142, 11. 7-14 ; 296, 11. 1-6. 
• Padirrt~/>pattu, poem 4, padigam.· 



THE MARA THAS IN SOUTHERN INDIA 

According to Jesuit Sources 
BY 

REV. H. HERAS, S.J., M.A. 

[Read at the Thirteenth Sammelan, Shake 1817.] 
IT is not our purpose to give a full account of the 
achievements of the Maratbas in Southern India. It would 
be too difficult a task to inclose such a vast argument 
within the short limits of a paper to be read before the 
members of this Mandai. Our only aim is to publish 
several extracts of the Jesuit letters referring to Sivaji, 
Sambhaji and the former's brother, Vyankoji, who became 
the founder of the Maratha Dynasty of Tanjore. As you 
will be able to realize soon, new materials are afforded· by 
the Jesuit writers; several facts narrated by them are not 
yet recorded in Maratha history. It will be also interesting 
to know the contemporary opinion of Southern India about 
the Maratha inroads through that country. 

The documents from which our information is derived 
are all in the private Archives of the Societyof Jesus in 
Europe. They are letters, either in Portuguese or Latin 
or Italian, from the Missionaries to their Superiors, written 
annually, about the success of the mission. Now, in the 
beginning of these letters, of which we have photographs 
in our possession, there is almost always an account of the 
political conditions of the territory in which the mission 
was established. We owe to this circumstance an invalu· 
able amount of reliable information on the history of the 
south. The writers of these accounts were in many cases 
eye-witnesses of the events related by them, or at least 
they had heard these events related by eye-witnesses: 
Anyhow they were not concerned with forging a poetical 
account of the events occurred during the year, while 
writin~ to their Superiors, to whom the real state of the 
mission had to be shown. 
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The Marathas. as Invaders of the South 
Now, these letters will help us to consider a new side-

light in the life of Sivaji. It is quite uncommon to study 
1 the great Maratha hero as the invader of a foreign country. 
' The histories of his life represent him marching his army 

A
, · o the Karnatic irt order te recover the jahgirs of his father, 

hue! do not say -anything about the impression caused in that 
. country by the depredations of the enterprising man. The 

extracts\._which I am going to translate convey these· 
impressions by- their stylin~ Siv_~i. and other Maratha 
chiefs as tyrants and thiev~~. - We shall- discover such an 
appreciation in the ft)llowing extract written in 1731 and 
describing the whole Maratha race : 

'This Kingdom (of Tanjore) is in the possession of a 
race who came from a long distance. Their country is 
towards the North-West. They are called Marattes. They 
do not fulfil their promises, covet other people's money 
and commit every kind of cruelty. They are fit not 
precisely for. waging war but for nocturnal depredations ; 
hence they prefer mares to horses, as the latter might 
awake the people by their neighing.' 

The picture is a little too dark indeed, and applied to the 
whole race is thoroughly false. I, who have lived among 
Maratbas since my first arrival in this country and count 
many of' them among my best friends, must affirm that they 
are most generous and altruistic. Anyhow, the above
quoted words that reflect the general opinion of the inhabi
tants of the Tamil country about the Maratha invaders are 
the most precious document for the history of Southern 
India. It shows how the Marathas were received among 
the Dravidians. 

Vyankoji, Conqueror of Taniore 
No mention of Shahji is made in the Jesuit letters J have 

examined hitherto. The first Maratha chief's name record
ed in them is Shahji's second son Vyankoji, always called 
by the Jesuits Ecoji. 

The Jesuit account, in the annual letter of 1674-76, refers 
to the war waged by the Nayak of Madura against the one 
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of Tanjore, the result of which was the latter's defeat and 
death. Only one mF.mber of the Nayak family of Taujore 
escaped that bloody tragedy. This boy finally made his 
way to the court of the Sultan of Bijapur, Sikandar Adil 
Shah. This was an excellent occasion that offered itself to 
the Sultan of Bijapur for interfering in the affairs of 
Southern India, and his Government determined on re
installing the Telugu family on the ancient throne of the 
Chola kingdom. For this purpose, Vyankoji was sent to 
the south. 

'When this was announced to the Mussulman ldalcano 
(Adil Khan) says the above-mentioned Jesuit account, to 
whom the Naiche of Madurey is tributary as well as the one 
of Tanjaor (Tanjore), he sent against the Governor (of 
Tanjore) a Captain named Ecoji at the head of a consider
able army with the command to expel the above-mentioned 
Governor and then to place over that Kingdom that son of 
the )ate Naiche, who was in his court. Ecoji, nevertheless, 
was defeated and thoroughly routed by the Naiche's son 
(viz. the brother of the Nayak of Madura) who was defen· 
ding the fortress. Hence he retreated to a safe place on the 
frontiers of that kingdom, waiting for a favourable occa
sion to carry through the attempted enterprise. After 
waiting thus for two years, he became aware that there 
were some differences between the two brothers (viz. the 
Nayalc of Madura and his brother Governor of Tanjore): 
then he gathered his forces and suddenly fell upon Tarrjore, 
which was captured at his first attack. Then he conquered 
several other places of Madura, while he was defending 
himself on the other side against the army of that son of 
the Naiche (of Tanjore) whom he had to enthrone by order 
of the ldalcano (Adil Khan). 

' This victory caused such a panic in the N aique of 
Madurey that when the enemy appeared before the fortress 
of Trixirapally (Trichinopoly), where he was stationed, he 
did not dare to check his advance, and had Ecoji attacked 
the town, as he had done in Tanjiaor, he would have taken 
possession of it and with it of the whole Kingdom of 
Madurey.' 

2 
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Such is the account of the contemporary Jesuit who 
wrote the letter, differing quite from the narrative of 
Mr. Ranade, who unfortunately, does not mention the 
source of his information. According to the Jesuit letter 
Vyankoji did not 'establish the refugee Prince on his 
throne.' 1 But from the time of the conquest of Tanjore 
he took the throne for himself, and even sent an army 
against that Prince, who was patronized by the Sultan of 
Bijapur. These facts occurred between 1674 and 1676, 
according to the letter. Since this is the same date pointed 
out by Ranade for the expulsion of the Nayak Prince 
from Tanjore, l suspect that the cause of the confusion of 
this and other authors comes from the two years' waiting 

'for an opportunity after the first defeat of Vyankoji. 

Discontent against Vyankoji 
The same Jesuit letter quoted just now points out two 

facts showing that the Sovereignty of Vyankoji over 
Tanjore was not without enemies. 

' Anyhow,' says the writer, ' there are many who cannot 
stand to see Ecoji exalted as King, himself having been a 
subject shortly before. As a matter of fact rumours are 
spread- that the N ababu, a M ussulman chief, who is the ruler 
of the Kingdom of the Idalcano (Adil Khan), despatched a 
large army against him.' 

I suppose that the Mussalman chief mentioned in this 
extract must be the Afghan leader Bahlol Khan, who bad 
seized the protectorship of the young Sultan Sikandar at 
the end o£·1675. But those rumours were not confirmed, it 
seems, for no mention of any war is made in any of the 
subsequent letters. Naturally another attack was likewise 
feared at Tanjore, since they supposed the Nayak of 
Madura would intend to recuperate the Cb<:ita Kingdom. 
Accordingly the Jesuit letter of the following year 1677, 
speaks of the rumours· about this impending war. 

'In the beginning of last year (1676),' says the letter, 
1 a· great war was expected between Ecoji, Captain of the 
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Mussulmam ldalcano (Adil Khan) and now Lord of the King~ 
dom of Tanjore, and the Naique of Madurey, who resides 
with his court in the city of Trixilapalli (Trichinopoly).' 
Neither were these rumours realized. Vyankoji anyhow 
had to be ready for any eventuality, and the first threat 
came from his own brother Sivaji. 

Sivaji's Expedition into the Karnatic 

There is fortunately a long narrative of this -expedition 
in the letters of 1677 and 1678. I shall divide it into 
different sections, to each of which I shall add brief com
ments. 

1. Rum£~Urs about tke expedition.-' Then (in the begin
ning of 1677) news reached us that Sabaji (Sivaji), elder 
brother of Ecoji, and Captain, though faithless, of the 
Mughal (Emperor), many of who~e territories the former 
had captured, was coming from the north at the bead of a 
powerful army in order to conquer the Kingdom of Ginja 
(Jinji). It seemed generally impossible that Sabaji (Sivaji) 
would come here from his own territory, which is far away 
more than two months' journey crossing the territories of 
ldalcano ( Adil Khan) and of the King of Golkonda, who are 
powerful Mussulmans. Nevertheless when they saw him 
posse!>sed of the main fortress of Ginja (Jinji) they could 
not doubt any more that what they had foretold as impossi
ble was true. As a matter of fact it was very advantageous 
to him that the Mussulmans were then divided between 
themselves, and some other Mussulmans, who were Abyssi
nians, had joined him.' 

In this extract only one reason for this expedition is 
pointed out, viz. the conques't of the Kingdom of Ginja 
(Jinji). This was the main object of the expedition, accord
ing to Mr. Kincaid: • Shivaji's design, therefore', .says he, 
'was to win a new kingdom which would stretch right 
across Southern India from Bednur to Tanjore. Having 
won it he would guard its northern frontier from Mogbul 
attack by a line of forts and expand his conquests as far 
south as possible. He might then defy their endless line 
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of communications · that he might attack them in the field 
with some prospect of success '. 1 

This seems to be the main design of the expedition, but 
we are sure it was not the only one. He publicly an
nounced that be was going to the Karnatic to recover his 
share in Shahji's jahgir from his brother Vyankoji. This 
was not only a pretext, as Mr.- Kincaid seems to suppose, 

~ but one of the objects of the enterprise. As a matter of 
fact we shall see in the same letter that this was one of the 
petitions made by Sivaji to his brother. Sivaji was in need 
of money for continuing his wars against the Mughals, as 
Prof. Jadunath Sarka! pointed out in his life of Sivaji.2 

Perhaps this was the real secret reason both for conquering 
a kingdom in the south and for demanding his father's 
jabgir. · Those fertile lands might afford plenty of money 
to him for his patriotic undertaking. 

Moreover the opinion which the inhabitants of the South 
formed about the expedition of Sivaji is noteworthy. 
When they heard he was coming, it was supposed to be 
simply impossible. So it would have been, indeed, for an 
ordinary tnan, but it was not impossibie for that great 
warrior and consummate statesman, who was the wonder 
of his age and the idol of his countrymen. 

2. CO'IUfU'Jsl ot Jinfi.-' Sabagi (Sivaji) took pos~ssion 
of.the Kingdom of Ginja (Jinii) so easily that no resistance 
was made to oppose him. Tbe Mussulman Governor of 
the main fortress was an Abyssinian. He was at once 
defeated more by gold (bribes) than by iron (arms). 
Another Mussulman merchant, who was Governor of the 
territory given to the Nababu by the ldalcano, was ready at 
the head of two thousanu horse to ~heck the advance of 
Sabaji. But the result sl:iowed that he was an abler 
tnerchant than warrior. For he did not dare to fight with 

, Sabaji, • but fled at the latter's approach and was finally 
·ma.<le prisoner together with his son. He succeeded in 
making his. escape and then obtained his son's liberty by a 
heavy ransom.' 

~ Kincaid-Parasnis, HistO'I"jj of the Maratlza People, i, p. 253, 
2 Sarkar, SkivtJ;i and His T#~Ms, l'P· 322-4. 



The Governor of Jinji was then Ambar Khan. 1 have 
found nowhere that he had been bribed by Sivaji. The other 
Mussulman chief the Jesuit writer speaks of was no doubt 
Sher Khan, who held the important town of Trinomali, 
and was thoroughly routed with his force o( .5,000 horse. 
His defeat was the cause of Ambar Khail's discourage
ment.• 

3. Sivaits Fortifications in the Karnatt'c.-' After the 
capture of the Kingdom of Ginja (Jinji) by the tyrant 
Sabagi, as related in the latest annual letter ... and 
after the surrender of the main fortress of Velur (Vellore ), 
the siege of which lasted for a year, Sabagi, as a sagacious 
and experienced man who knew the great strength of the 
Mussulmans in India, whom he had banished fror,o. this 
Kingdom and treated with great dishonour and desecrated 
their mosques-though he was not in fear of them at 
present-nevertheless started to fortify himself for the 

. future in order to resist the whole of their power. To 
attain this he strongly fortified the main fort of Ginja 
(Jinji), though its situation is naturally impregnable. 
He pulled down great parts of its walls and built 
them again with new bastions so tactically constructed 
that it looks a fortress built rather by Europeans than by 
Indians. Thus he fortified himself in the rest of this 
kingdom, by destroying some forts which he considered of 
no use, and by building new ones both in the plains and 
on the hills and highest mountains against all enemies. 
Following European methods, he broke up tremendous 
boulders, built tanks, constructed edifices and all other 
requirements of warfare. For building all these fortifica
tions he spent a great deal of money, which he acquired 
more by oppressing his subjects than by justice.' 

The fortifications both in the plains and on the hills prove 
the decision of Sivaji of retaining the conquered territories. 
The newly acquired kingdom was too good a source of 
revenue for being abandoned so soon after such a costly 
expedition. 

1 Kincaid·Parasnis, o.e., pp. 155-{). 
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4. Oppression of the Inhabitants of Jinfi and Tl~tlore,_.. 

' Fo.r he (Sivaji) exacts _new taxes from these people who 
are thus so exhausted that many who· cannot bear his ex
actions any more, leaving their own country, went to live in 

-foreign kingdoms, and others who do not dare. to abandon 
their homes curse_ b.i~ tyrannical rule and clamour for the 
Mussulmans, whom they themselves had supposed to be 
the worst. But thus while waiting for the coming of the 
Mussulmans they lead a miserable life, which may be 
rightly called hard captivity. 

' Thus this Kingdom of, Ginja and a great part of that of 
Velur are in the most miserable state on account of the 
forts built there by Sabagi. Everywhere fortresses may 
be seen as well as ruins of great cities. There are fortifica
tions against the M~:~ssulmans everywhere, bttt the Kingdom 
is perishing as the result of Sabagi's operations : it seems 
that his purpose is to kill everybody, so that he alone may 
rule on the high hills and mountains over. which lle has 
consolidated his power.' . 

We discover in this passage the new policy of Sivaji 
towards his subjects of the south. They did not belong to 
his own nation. His policy was to exact from them either 
by fair or unfair means the money necessary to maintain 
his resistance against the Mughals in the Maratha country. 

S. Meeting of Sivaji and Vyankoji.-' Thus Sabagi had 
no opposition to fear in the Kingdom of Ginja, apart from 
the territories possessed by his brother Ecogi. Then 
(Sivaji) simulating a visit to the latter went peacefully 
through the territory of the Naique of Madurey, till he 
settled his camp next to the river C()llarao (Kolerun), three 
leagues distant from the city of Tanjaor. Ecogi went 
there to pay a visit to him, expecting to be received as a 
brother ; his disappointment however was extreme when 
he realized that Sambagi was moved more by greed of 
wealth than by fraternal love; for Ecogi was imprisoned (by 
order of Sivaji) in order to get the treasures of his father 
which, he said, belonged to him. Notwithstanding, the 
imprisonment was not so close that Ecogi was not able to 
make his escape,. by swimming across the river, with 
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much effort and great danger, since the whole valley was in 
flood. Sabagi on becoming aware of his brother's flight, 
at once took possession of the latter's territories in Ginja.' 

The Jesuit account says clearly that Vyankoji was 
imprisoned by order of his brother. It is worth while to 
quote here a passage of Kincaid to realize the difference 
of both accounts: 'Vyankoji thereupon set out for Trivadi, 
where Shivaji received him with every honour. He stayed 
at the King's camp for over two months and the two 
brothers repeatedly discussed Shivaji' s claims on his 
father's inheritance. Shivaji was willing to compromise 
the dispute. But Vyankoji, whose understanding was 
narrow, refused to recede from his position that it was 
not undivided property governed by Hindu laws of inherit
ance, but a fief granted to him alone. The King bore his 
brother's obstinacy with exemplary patience. And when 
the fall of Vellore required his presence there, he dismissed 
Vyankoji with the same honours that had greeted his 
arrival.' 1 Prof. Takakhav's account is perhaps a little 
more accurate ; after a long narrative in which the two 
brothers are represented discussing their own rights in 
Livy's fashion, this author sums up the preceding pages 
as follows : ' Thus all this time was lost in vain. Nothing 
would move Venkoji to a peaceful settlement. At this 
continued obstinacy Shivaji's first impulse was to put him 
under arrest and take his own share of the inheritance by 
force. But calmer thoughts prevailed. Shivaji reflected 
on the impropriety of any form of violence towards one 
who was his younger brother. It would be a disgrace to 
his family and to his reputation as a King. He would 
exhaust first all the arts of conciliation at his command. 
But Venkoji took flight and fled from Shivaji's camp in 
the darkness of the night, with only five attendants.' 2 

Prof. Takakhav records Vyankoji's flight, but does not 
admit his imprisonment. Unfortunately, neither Mr. Kincaid 
nor Prof. Takakhav gives any reference to any authority. 

1 Kincaid-Parasnis, o. c., p. 257. 
• Takakhav-Keluskar, The Lift of Sh.ivaii Makara;, p. 443 
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lienee we do not kn_ow what is the source of their infor
mation. We may reasonably reject both accounts, in view 
of the evidence of our contemporary writer, himself perhaps 
an eye-witness. 

6. Stvaji's Return to the North.-' Then he (Sivaji) left 
the largest part of his army there, and hurried back to the 
North, where it was said that the Mussulmans were hard 
pressing a sonof his, left by him there at the bead .of a 
not less considerable army.' 

Both items given here about Sivaji's son, Sambhaji, are 
quite new, viz. that he had been left in the north com
manding a considerable army ; and that he was much vexed 
by the Mughals. · 

Vyankoji's War against Sivaji's Army 
Nat less new is this war, minutely narrated in the Jesuit 

letter of 1677, after Sivaji's return to the north. We have 
not seen this war narrated in any author. 1 

'On this occasion (after the return of Sivaji to the North) 
Ecogi tried to recuperate his territories of Ginja. The 
Mussulmans he had in his army, who are as a general rule 
enemies of the Abyssinians and partisans of the Nababu, 
encouraged him to this undertaking, even more than his 
own conviction that he was able to defeat the army left 
there by his brother. In command of this army (of Sivaji) 
there were an experienced Brahman (Hambirrao Mohite ?) 
and a step-brother of his, named Santogi (Santaji), the 
most valiant gener!'l ever seen in this country, who )las 
often obtained great victories over the Mussulmans. 

' Ecogi tnarcbed his army towards the l{ingdom of Ginja 
and entered it with sotne opposition. Then the General of 
Sabaji also came forward at the head of his own. The 
latter numbered nine thousand horse and a few foot-sol
diers, they said ; and the fonner had five or six thousand 
horse, with a battalion of infantry. The Mussulmans 

1 Kincaid-Parasnis, o.c., pp. 257-8, speaks of a war betwe~n Vyan
koJi and Sivaji, followed by the victory of the latter. If thiS author 
refers to the same war, it is evidently misplaced 'fhlil Wilt st~U"te4 
1\f~er tb~ retreat o£ Siva~i. · 
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under Ecoji were desirous of fighting and often challeng ·rt 
their enemies to the contest ; the latter though mo s 
numerous, and under such a good general, yet were afrai, 
of the Mussulmans, who besides being valiant soldiers, 
were decided either to win or to die h~ the fight; these 
were specially stimulated to do so by the injuries and 
outrages committed by Sabagi against their wives and 
children shortly before: some of them had been barbarously 
murdered by him in order to obtain money. 

• The battle was finally fought. It was the scene of great 
courage on both sides, and many lost their lives in the 
action. Ecogi at the head of his cavalry-since all his 
infantry fled away-had already defeated Sabagi's army 
and was rallying his scattered soldiers, when he himself fell 
into an ambush prepared by his enemies. . He was 
thoroughly routed on this occasion, and the partisans of 
Sabagi obtained the victory : one of the prisoners was 
Ecogi's g;.meral and younger brother. It is said that both 
armies combined lost from five to six thousand men; the 
victorious army lost more than the other one, and pursued 
the Mussulmans who ran towards the river Colharao 
(Kolerun) and they having crossed the river joined the 
Naique of Madurey. Both armies invested Tanjore. The 
general of Sabagi promised the Naique to give him that 
fortress and Kingdom, on condition that the N aique would 
hand over to him a great amount of money, which so much 
he appreciates. He prefers money to fulfilling his promise 
to any one. Thus Ecogi remains Lord of Tanjore and of 
several forts in the boundaries of Ginja, while the Naique 
was thoroughly disappointed. Sabagi's army then retreat
ed to this Kingdom (Jinji).' 

War of the Setupati of Ramnad against Vyankoji 
The letter of 1678 gives the following information about 

this war: 
' In the fertile Kingdom of Tanjore, of which Ecogi, 

Sabagi's brother, is the King, there have been several 
revolutions, which as a general rule are always very fatal 
for its inhabitants. One of these ~v~nts was that th~ 

3 
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Henarava (the Setupati of Ramnad), potent vassal of the 
mat·aiqtte of Madurey, waged war with Ecogi on that side 
of pf his kingdom), which, on account of the thick forest, 
an:::avalry is not allowed to go through. Now, cavalry has 

always been Ecogi's greatest strength; so, the Marava 
t' chief, (not being checked by Ecogi's cavalry) entered the 
' latter's Kingdom, sacking the cities several times. During 

one of his entries, he, besieged one of the forts, though 
he retired soon, not daring to fight openly with Ecogi's 
cavalry.' 

We are not informed by this letter what the result of 
'·-this war was, but the letter of 1683 tells us that 'the ~hief 

of Marava had captured part of the. Kingdom of Tanjore.' 

A Criticism of Vyankoji's Reign 

Examining carefully the Jesuit letters of those years 
we distinguish two different stages in the Government of 
this Maratha chief. 

First State.-Our information is gathered from a letter 
of 1674-6. It runs as follows:- · 

' The Kingdom of Tanjore under the new rule of the 
usurper (Vyankoji) started a period of impr~vement after 
so many years of sufferings and oppressions. It is a very 
fertile country, as is well known, and Ecogi does his best 
to foster agriculture among his subjects, by improving 
and cultivating all the lands which were waste and barren 
on account of the past wars and exactions. Such was the 
abundance of fruit in the whole of the Kingdom that year 
that the natives themselves do not remember to have ever 
had such a crop in the past.' 

Vyankoji's right hand during this time seems to have 
been a Brahman, named Gagana Das Pandit, who perhaps 
was the cause of the good administration of the Kingdom 
of Tanjore during the first years of the reign of Vyankoji. 

, This Brahman died in 1678, and the letter of that year 
gives some hints about his person and rule. It runs as 
fo116ws: 
\T4at l{in~dom (of 'fanjore). hacl <1 ~r~at loss in th~ 

\ 
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pet son of Geg anadas pandiden. 1 He was a Brahmarl 
of excellent qualities for governing. . . . All the natives 
were very sorry for the demise of this Brahman ; but 
specially Ecogi, who loved him extremely because of his 
qualities, gave great demonstration of sorrow.' 

Just after the death of this great statesman the second 
stage of Vyankoji's government seems to have been 
inaugurated. For in the same letter of 1678 we read the 
following passage:-

'The rule of this chief (Vyankoji) is not as bad as the one 
of his brother. Nevertheless it is not good as yet, so he 
cannot be called a good king. Although he is a tyrant and 
exacts as much as he can from his subjects, yet this is done 
in such a way that they may live.' 

This was just the starting of the new period in the 
government of Vyankoji. New details are given in the 
Jetter of 1679-81. They are to the following effect :-

, The Kingdom of Tanjore continues in the same miser
able state on account of the tyranny of Ecogi, who is its 
ruler. He is a tyrant who does not know loyalty either 
towards men or towards God. No pagan has been known 
hitherto so disrespectful to the temples of the so-called gods 
as this one. The rents, granted by his predecessors for 
performing sacrifices (lmjas) and other ceremonies, have 
been united to the rent of the crown by his order, because 
of his covetousness of money ; this is the idol he worships. 
The priests of the idols went to him complaining that these 
had no sacrifices, because the income of rice, which was 
spent in these ceremonies, had been taken away. It is 
said that he answered that aromatical flowers are quite 
enough for the gods, since they do not eat rice. . . . Such 
is the covetousness of this tyrant, that in order to get 
money, not even his gods are safe of his spoliations. 
From this fact we may conclude how tyrannically he is 
treating his vassals ; they are worse than slaves ; because 
slaves are fed by their lords who wished to be served by 

1 This ie the Tamil word Pandidan, the equivalent of the 
~larathi Pandit (S.K.). 



J:lfbem; but Ecogi treats his subjects as slaves and does not 
JY give them the food due as slaves. A poor agriculturer was 

once complaining to one of the go~ernors of that kingdom 
saying that of four ~ons he had he was obliged to sell two 
in order to pay the taxes to the King ; he (the Governor) 
replied that he had to be very glad on account of that, 
because having fewer children,. his family was now smaller 
and easier to support.' 

Land Revenue under Vyankoji 
The land revenue system referred to in a letter of 1683 

shows one of the tyrannical exactions of Vyankoji, as well 
as his grasping avarice, which seems to have been the 
chief characteristic of his rule. The extract of this letter is 
to the following effect:-

' In this Kingdom, as well as in the other Kingdoms of 
this ~mpire, all the lands belong to the Crown; hence all the 
subjects, excepting merchants and soldiers, are agriculturers. 
These receive from the King one.fifth of the crop; the 
other four parts must be paid to the King in money. Now 
the quantity required by the King is always higher than the 
cost of the whole crop, so they are obliged to pledge them
selves every yearin order to pay not only the rents to the 
Crown, but also other special taxes to Government.' 

Sivaji's Demise 
The lettet of 1679-tn informs us of this sad event for the 

Maratha cause. lt had taken place in the month of Aprii 
of 1680. 

' At the ·end of 1670 {1680) news came to us that be 
(Sivaji) was dead. l't was true on thi$ occasion, for previ
ously he often deceive9 other people by spreading news of 
his death in mder to steal and plunder without difficulty in 
those places in which he was supposed dead. This tyrant 
finally met his end ... he woo styled himself Firm King 
chosen by God to rule among the natk>ns.' 

A Criticism of Sivaji's Career 
In one of .the above-quoted extracts the Jesuit writer 

mentioned the exaction~ imposed by Sivaji upon his subjects 
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of the k.arnatic in order to get money for fortifying that 
Kingdom and for his ulterior purposes in the north. 
Anyhow, the Jesuits acknowledged the great qualities of 
that extraordinary man. 

• Sivaji,' says the letter of 1701, • from a low origin 
a~cended so high by his valour and military achievements 
that he conquered three kingdoms, Conqueao (Konkan), 
Gi.nja (Jinji)) and Vellur (Vellore), and succeeded in waging 
war against the Mughal (Emperor). Had he lived longer, his 
Kingdom would have extendeJ into the Great Mughals.' 1 

The Beginning of Sambhaii'a Reign 
In the letter of 1679-81 the beginning of Sambhaji's 

reign is referred to : 
' A son of his (Sivaji's) named Sambagi succeeded him 

both in the kingdom and in the tyranny. This descendant, 
so they say, is worse than his father, who was supposed to 
be the greatest thief (sic) in the East. They call him 
diabolic, and affirm he has a contract with the devil, who 
suggests him whatever he has to do while governing. 
Events seem to confirm this opinion. For Samb6gi 
(Sambhaji) imprisoned the Brahman appointed by his 
father as governor of this country ; and after his imprison
ment many murders and thefts ,were everywhere committed, 
without judicial investigation of the crimes bdng made by 
the officers of Government. Moreover, it is even affirmed 
that the authorities themselves went shares in the booty of 
these depredations. Finally a brother-in-law of Samb6gi 
was appointed Governor last year ; then murders and 
thefts on the roads have not been heard oi any more, but 
injustice is still prevailing everywhere.' 

Sambhaji's character and rule as described here is not 
difft>rent from the criticism of the historians. 

' Anothtr J<:suit, Fr. Lainez, in his Delensio lndicarum 1llissionum, 
a book printed at Rome, 1707, p. 8, gives another similar criticism of 
Sivaji: • SevRji (sic), qui mediocri loco uatus in tantam potestatum 
virtu to: b<:llka excre\·it, ut tvtius Indi~e terror foret.' I saw a copy of 
this book, \\ htch is supposed to be very rare, in the library of the 
Seminary at Rachal, Goo. 
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Sambbaji' s Tyranny in the South 
:New details on this subjects are given in the letter of 1683 : 
' In the Kingdom of Ginja, Sambagi is the absolute Lord 

to-day. He is the most cruel tyrant ever known in this 
poor and miserable Kingdom. Its inhabitants cannot 
endure his exactions any more ; so, in order to escape the 
crushing oppression of this tyrant, they flock to foreign 
countries in exchange for their native soil. For he and 
his ministers rent the land in the beginning of the year, 
that is for them the month of July. Then, when the 
agriculturers after sowing time have pledged themselves 
to pay the King's dues from the result of the crop, they 
(the King and Ministers) rent the lands again at one-third 
higher rate. They are not yet satisfied, for on evecy 
hundred patacas paid they demand ten patacas more. 
Then, if the agriculturer after selling everything he has i!. 
unable to pay this amount, he is finally bound to pay under 
the most cruel tortures. This tyrant never fulfils his 
promises. Hence, nobody trusts his word, though all must 
bear with him .... The Kingdom of Vellur (Vellore) 
partly belongs to the same Samb6gi and partly to the 
Mussulman Sovereign of Golkonda : injustice is prevailing 
here. as much as in Ginja.' 

Sambbaji's War against Mysore 
This war, to which we have seen no reference ,in any 

history of the Marathas, is announced the first time in the 
letter of 1679-81 : 

' Mayssur (viz. the Raja of Mysore) says that he wants 
to establish a son of the deceased Naique on the throne of 
Tanjaor, and to install a son of the Naique of Ginja on the 
throne of this State. Thus he wages war with Ecogi and 
his nephew Samb6gi : as a matter of fact both went over 
to the Naique of Madurey almost at the same time, with a 
view to extort money from him,' as if from a tributary, for 
he had been such to the Mussulman (King) Idalcam, from 
whom his father had captured the Kingdom of Ginja.' 

In the letter of the following year 1682 the whole history 
of this war is narrated. It runs as follows :-

' The Naique of Madurey, after having killed the Mussal-
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man Canacan (Rustan Khan) who had tyrannically usurped 
the reins of Government, found himself shut up within the 
fortress of Trixirapally (Trichinopoly), surrounded by four 
armies. Of these the first is of his vassal Marava (the Setu
pati of Ramnad), who had come to his rescue. The second, 
the one of .Mayssur, who had invested it on two sides. 
The third that of Sambagi, whose general named Arasu
mali, his brother-in-law, had been called by the Naique 
against the King of Mayssur .... The fourth finally was 
that of Ecogi, uncle of Sambagi, who had come with his 
nephew with the same purpose. Both are great tyrants, 
the latter in this Kingdom of Ginja and the former in that 
of Tanjaor. On this occasion these two, besides the con
servation of their own territories, had intended under an 
apparent friendship to take possession of those of the 
~aique after driving uack the Mayssur (King) .... 

'Cumarayen (Kumara Aiya), the generalissimo of the 
~layssur army, was an experienced warrior. He was 
afraid t:bat he was not able with his own army to resist the 
attack of the three who had come against him. Hence he 
tried to free himself of Sambagi's army, which was the 
most powerful, by bribing those whom he could not defeat 
with the sword. He promised, they say, a great sum of 
money to the general of Sambagi, urging him to retreat to 
his territory. But this general, though be seemed inclined 
to accept the money, yet be was never decided to abandon 
his post. Besides, knowing that the Mayssur (General) 
stood in awe of him, he often offered battle to him with 
great courage, and even entered his camp some times. 
Cumarayen informed the King of all these happenings and 
of the disaster awaiting him in case new reinforcements 
were not soon sent to his rescue. His demand was vain, 
for the King did not receive his message in time. It had 
been retained by the courtiers, who were rivals of 
Cumarayen. Thus this general was ingloriously defeated 
on this occasion to the great shame of his King. For 
Arasumali after carefully examining the strength of the 
Mayssur army, joined the army of the Naique and that of 
Ecogi, and all to~ether so effi~:;iently attacked his enemy 
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that not even time for retreating was left tO him. , Never .. 
1 

theless he (Cumarayeti)realized that his only salvation was 
to attempt a retreat. He determined to do so one day 
early in the morning. He despatched the main bulk of the· 
cavalry to the van, for he supposed that the enemy would 
attack these battalions, and during the ensuing· fight, he 
himself vdth the rest of his army and baggage would be 
able to escape through a different road. But Arasumali 
foreseeing his intentions did not attack the cavalry. Now, 
this detachment did not attack Arasumali's army either, 
but ran away in full speed and with great disorder. Then 
Arasttmali pursued and slaughtered a great number of 
them. Then he captured the rest of the army. · The best 
part of the spoil for Arasuniali was Cumarayen himself. 
This was a captain who had always been victorious, having 
never lost a battle. Then he (Arasumali) started to 
conquer the territories taken from the Naique by the 
Mayssur (Sovereign) ; in which he met with very little 
resistance. He promised the N aique to give them back to 
him, so much so that he paid the expenses of the army and 
even sent his small army to join Arasumali's. 

' The outcome of all this was that Sambagi did not fulfil 
his promise. For Sambagi retained the territories in 
question as their conqueror and ruler, and has given the 
N aique not even one of the fortresses he has conquered. 
He collects taxes from the vassa~. as the real King of 
these territories, and is continuing his conquests ·while 
I am writing this. For the Mysoreans have still several 
fortresses, of which the main one is that of Madurey.' 

Such are the extracts of the· Jesuit letters dealing with 
the reigns of these three Maratha Sovereigns. Very little 
information has been hitherto published on the Marathas 
in the south of India. I shall be very glad if the publica
tion of .these extracts has pleased the members of this 
Mandai. May this little contribution of mine to the history 
of the Maratha people, be received by the scholars of this 
country, a.!l a testimony of respect and admiration for their 
heroic ancestors, who made thei~ patiop )l:novv!l 11mong the 
nations <>f the world. 



THE MAHAYOGISVARA AT ELEPHANT A . 
(GHARAPURI) 

BY 

Y. R. GUPTE, B.A. 

[Read at tlte Thirteenth Samn~-elan, Shake 1847.] 

The sculptures in the main cave at Elephanta or Ghariipuri 
near Bombay are most remarkable. They are known 
for the beauty of design, the vigorous expression, their 
symmetry and proportionate features. One, namely, Ardha
narisvara or Ardhanarinatesvara was described last year. 
I wish to deal with another on this important occasion. 
It is the often mistaken one of the MahayOgi. Who 
can this Mahayogt be ? Is it the figure of Buddha or does 
it represent somebody else? I intend to elucidate this 
point. 

The sculpture is to the visitor's left as he enters the main 
cave. The God is seated in padmasana on a throne support· 
ed by Nagarajas or cobras in human form. His locks are 
hanging over his shoulders while behind him is seen the 
frill. He wears a girdle with a jewel in front carved in 
imitation of the latest Gupta style, a necklace of diamonds, 
a head ornament and crown. The aureole signifies that the 
figure is superhuman. The sculpture is ten feet and ten 
inches high. To visitor's right Vishl)U with a mace in his 
hand is riding on Garuda in human form. The latter has a 
coil of a serpent round his head. Though he is the king of 
vultures and as such is sure to kill it, he has forgotten his 
enmity and has formed friendship with it. To the visitor's 
left is seen Brahman riding on holy geese. Above the 
canopy are Gandharvas and Apsaras flying and vying with 
one another in doing homage to the God. From the 
artistic point of view, the delineation of the clouds and oi 
the plantain tree deserve special mention. 

The seated figure is very often mistaken by visitors as 
one of Buddha. But it must be remembered that it is in a 

4 
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Saivaite teml,)le of the Smarta sect. The position of it is so 
much in unison with one of Buddha that there is no wonder 
if visitors, not familiar with Hindu mythology, take it for 
that 'of the la1:rer. There is small doubt that i't is 'll. copy of 
a figure of Buddha in the same attitude. But in the Hindu 
mythology there is an interesting episode in Siva's life 
which led the artists to imitate :a model of a kindred 
religion. Daksha, Siva's father-in-law, quite ignored the 
latter and even h'is own daughter Satl, Siv~"s firs\: wife, for 

· the simple reason that they ted poor ascetrcs' liV'es. The 
relations were ·so 'far sttetched that they were not invited to 
a sacrifice. S'ati took this to heart and in a fit of 'anger 
burned herself. Upon this }3i'Vil turned a great a.s'Cetic 
Maltiiyogi he'reafter called the Makil.ylJg'itvara. The ;gods 
w&re extremely anxi6'Us. They were afraid everything 
'inight come to a standstill, Siva being the S'l!lstainer 
of the world. They decided to wah upon him -ana to seize 
a !favourable opportunity 'Of reqtlesting him to lot>k to the 
welfare of mankind. The panel is the representation of 
this legend. 



THE MARRIAGE OF SN A AND. P ARVA TI AS 
DEPICTED IN THE MAIN CAVE AT ELEPHANTA 

BY 

Y. R. GUPTR, B.A. 

[Read at the Thirteenth Sammelan, Shake 1847.] 

A most pleasing scene in Siva's life, namely, his marriage 
with Parvati is depicted in a panel to the south in the main 
cave at Elephanta. Parvatl decorated with her wedding 
robes and ornaments (necklaces, ear rings, armlets) girdle, 
etc., and her rich head-dTess is a fitting bride. Her bands are 
broken, but the palm of her right band bas been lately dis
covered in the debris at Elephanta. Her position to her 
husband's n"ght shows that the scene must be the wedding 
one. Himalaya, her father (the name Parvati is derived 
from Parvata, the mountain, the Himalayas in particular) is 
leading her forward for the nuptial ceremonies. Chandra 
tbe Moon behind him -mark the crescent behind him-is car
rying the holy kal04a (vessel) that is customary to be borne 
on such occasions. Brahman, the Creator himself, is 
pleased to act as the officiating priest, while Vishl)u, the 
Preserver, is prepared to give away the bride by pouring 
water. Above in the firmament are visible the Gandharvas, 
the Apsaras and sages rejoicing at the union. 

A remarkable fact that is noticed here is Parvatl's age. 
She i:s depicted to be a fully developed maiden of about 
nineteen years of age. Rao Bahadur C. V. Vaidya in his 
Jfadhyayugi1la Bharata, Part II, asserts on pages 332 and 
333 that child marriage in the ninth and the tenth centuries 
was not only an admitted fact, but as a rule bad to be per
formed between the age of eight to ten years, according to 
Parasara and Vyasa smritis which in his opinion were com
posed during the period. On the strength of architectural 
features, it is almost certain that the main cave at Ele
phan ta was carved in the latter half of the eighth century. 
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A corroborative evidence was produced by me in 1922 
when I discovered an inscription on a Dvarapala,l 

It is highly improbable that child marriage would 
become !n established custom within fifty years or so. 
One is forced to arrive at the c~nclusion that the smritis, 
quoted by Rao Bahadur Vaidya must have been the 
works of a later age. At any rate, child marriage was 
almost an unknown event in the higher castes in the latter 
half of the ninth century and probably in the next too. 

1 Vide. the pamphlet on the Caves at ElePkanta, pnblished by the 
P.W.D. of the Bombay Government, p. 2. 



ROCK-CUT TEMPLES: AN INTERESTING 
ROCK-CUT TEMPLE NEAR POONA 

[Read at the Foundation day Ceremony Meeting] 
BY 

Y. R. GUPTE, B.A., KARAD 

Rock-cut temples or caves do not possess an external 
architectural form. Pillars they have. But they vary 
especially in size in different localities. It is natural that 
they are rather heavy. They have to bear the weight of 
the rock. But they cannot tell architectural stories in 
emphatic terms. 

At Badami there are three caves of medium dimensions, 
but of great interest. No. 3 contains an' inscription, dated 
twelfth year of the reign of Kirtivarman I, in the SOOth year 
after the inauguration of the Saka (king evidently un
warrantably assuming that the era commenced from the 
reign of a particular Saka king) A.D. 578. The other two 
were excavated a little later. These dates furnish us with 
data from which important results can be obtained. The 
principal feature about Cave No. 3 is that the front pillars 
with bracket ornaments bespeak in the most unmistakable 
terms of the wooden designs. 

The Ramesvara group at Ellora is similar to the Badami 
one, but the style seems to be more developed. 

The Dasavatara cave-temple at Ellora is evidently 
Brahmanical. It could not have been appropriated as the 
mandap of the Nandi as a bit of original design. The 
architect had a structural model in view. The temple may 
be assigned to about the latter half of the seventh century 
A.D. 

The ribbed-cushion capitals are supposed to be the types 
of early Indian architecture. From the fifth century onwards 
we have a regular series and so we can conveniently study 
the gradual development. The Elephanta Cave temples 
depict later and the fullest developments. They belong to 
the eighth century A. D. 
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To introduce light on three sides, caves were in late 
stages cut on the spurs of hills and were surrounded by 
courts. 'Dhumar Lena and Elephanta excavations will well 
explain how the desired !;lnd was attained. Unlike the 
structural buildings, in the case of rock-cut examples, the 
cella stood inside the porch instead of behind it. 

The method adopted in the eighth and the ninth centuries 
was this : A shaft was taken till the architects could get a 
workable stratum. A pit was dug and a temple with 
subordinate shrines was excavated. Mr. Ferguson justly 
remarks that a temple fallingJin a pit is an anomaly. The 
Dhamnar caves in Rajputaua explain this phase. 

Panchalesvara Temple near Poona 

A very good instance of an 1\ppropriate bit of design in 
cave architecture is not far off from the hall of the Bharata
ltihasa-Sa[!lsodhaka MaJ;~{Iala itself. It is a Sivalaya known 
as Piifichillesvara temple. It is not much frequented. On 
examining the interior of it, it will be found that earlier 
excavations ..... apparently caves of no architectural merit
have been appropriated. As we have no sufficient basis to 
stand upon, it is difficult to say whether they were Buddhist 
or Brahmanical. Buddhist excavations are not found in the 
vicinity. But at ~elarviidi seven or eight miles from the site 
(Bhamburda) was evidently a Buddhist settlement of a much 
earlier age. Be that as it may all these original dwellings 
had to make room for a frradakskina path. The pillars in 
the h.Ul are simple and cannot afford us a good clue as 
regards the approximat{l date of the monument. 'l'be only 
attempt at architectural display is on the door-way of the 
cella. On that strength the temple may be attributed to 
about the eleventh century A.D. It is doubtful if it ever had 
a structural Sikhara. The Nandi pavilion, though plain, is 
most interesting. Its design is pleasing. It is nearly 
circular, the roof being supported by sixteen square pillars, 
four within and twelve in the circumference. The only 
(left:Jct whicl:l is fund;~melltal is t)lat the mo!luJDent is in a pit, 



A BRIEF SURVEY OF PORTUGUESE SOURCES 
OF MARA THA HISTORY 

BY 

DR. SURENDRANATR SEN, M.A., Ph.D. 

[Read a! the Thirteenth Sammelan, Shake 1847.] 

One of the earliest biographies of Shivaji was written in 
Portuguese. The author, Cosme da Gnarda, styles himself 
as a citizen of Marmugao near Goa. His work, though 
composed in 1695, was not published till 1730 and as the 
editor says the manuscript was discovered by a fortunate 
accident only. Of the author we know absolutely nothing 
according to the Diccionario Bibliograp/lico Portuguez. Prof. 
Pissurlencar informs us, 1 Cosme da Gnarda was not the 
real name of Shivaji's Portuguese biographer (0 nome de 
Cosme da Gnarda eaffectado) and the late Sr. J. A. Ismael 
Gracias seriously held that Gnarda, though a genuine 
Portuguese, did not belong to Portuguese India at all. 
Gnarda's work seems to have been known to that indefatig
able English historian, Robert Orme. Among his manus
cripts we find an index of a work called Vida do celebre 
Scvagy. 2 Cosme da Gnarda, whoever he might have been, 
did not care, like many of his contemporaries for accuracy 
and be gravely asserted that Shivaji though popularly 
known as the youngest of Shabaji's twelve sons was really 
the offspring of an illicit relation between Jijabai and 
Dom Manoel de Menf'zes Portuguese gentleman of Virar 
near Bassein. This naturally reminds us of Clement 
Dunning's story about the Abyssynian origin of Kanoji 
Angria. The credulity of that age rendered Gnarda 
incapable of being over critical but strangely enough even 
in these days of historical criticism Gnarda's story has 

1 Xivaji Maharaj Com Sangue Portuguez ? • 
• Hill, Catalogue of Manuscripts in European Languages belong· 

iog to the Library of the Iodin Offi~ vol. ii, Pt. I. p. 204. 
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afforded a source of, interminable and bitter controversy. 
The story was given currency in English by the late Dr. 
Jerson da Cunha in the Jonmal of ike Bombay Branch of ike 
Royal Asiatic Society and it at once drew an angry 
retort from Mr. V. K. Raj wade in the Saraswati Mandir. 
Rajwade thoroughly demolished this palpably absurd story 
so that his article was expected to give the controversy a 
quietus. But only recently_ another Luso Indian writer 
Dr. J. J. Fragoso has come forth to vindicate Gnarda in a 
small pamphlet entitled Xivafi Malzaraj bencedor de 
Abdul Can. :fie suggests that the word doze in ' doze filhos 
de Sagy ' was a printing mistake and if we substitute dois 
(two) for doze (twelve) there need not be any difficulty 
in accepting Gnarda's story. Prof. P. Pissurlencar has given 
a crushing reply to Fragoso's contention in his Xivaji 
Malzaraj Com Sangne Portugues and this question need not 
detain us any longer. Full of gross inaccuracies as 
Gnarda's work is, it is not altogether useless to a student 
of Maratha history for it supplies valuable information 
about Shivaji's navy. · 

Julio Firmino Judice Biker has published in his Colteccao 
de Tratados e concertos de pazes que 0 Esiado da India 
Portzegueza fez com os Reis e Senlwses comque Teve relagiJls 
nas partes da Asz'a e Africa Oriental the texts of two treaties 
concluded between Shivaji and the Portuguese in 1667 and 
1670. They throw some light on military and naval exploits 
of the Maratha hero as well as on his diplomatic activities. 
An' English summary of the more important clauses of 
these treaties will be found in the present writer's Report 
on ike Historical Records at Goa. 

The late Dr. Dalgado of the Academy of Sciences, Lisbon, 
informed Prof. Sarkar that there are no Portuguese State 
papers relating to Shivaji at Lisbon. 1 The perusal of Dan
vers's report also leads one to the same conclusion. None 
of these scholars make any reference to the Goa records. 
The courtesy of His Excellency Dr. Jaime de Morais, Late 
Governor-General of Portuguese India, afforded the present 

• Sarkar, Shiva;i, introd., p. 10. 
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writer an opportunity of going through some unpublished 
Portuguese records embodied in the Livas dos Reis Visinhos. 
The first volume of Reis Visinhos is of unique importance to 
the students of Shivaji's administrative institutions as we 
come across here some letters throwing new light on the 
ongtn of chautb. An English translation of these 
letters has been for the first time published in my Historical 
Records at Goa but the Portuguese original is not yet 
available to the general reader. I am inclined to think that 
further researches at Goa and Lisbon may be rewarded with 
adequate u~sults. The Portuguese had for so many 
centuries to deal with. the Marathas both as friends and 
foes, that many contemporary events must have found 
place in their letters, reports and despatches. 

The Portuguese deliberately refrained from interfering 
with the ancie~t rights and privileges enjoyed by the village 
communities of Goa and the Government often instituted 
enquiries about the customary rights and perquisites of the 
village officers. The results of one of such enquiries are 
available in a £oral issued by Affomso Mexia, Veedor da 
Fazeuda, as early as 1526. The text of this fora] is available 
not only in official publications like Codigo das Communi
dadcs but also in such popular works as India Portugue~a by 
Lopes Menedes. An abstract of this important document 
was published by R. S. Whiteway in his Rise of the 
Portuguese Power in India and B. H. Baden-Powell dealt 
with it more minutely in a learned paper contributed to the 
Journal of Ike Royal Asiatic Society in 1900 under the 
heading-The villages of Goa in the early sixteenth 
century. The Portuguese also decided to retain the old 
taxes and duties levied by their Muhammadan predecessors 
and as a result many of these old taxes survived in 
Portuguese India long after they had become obsolete in 
Maharasntra. A reference to taxes and duties in Portuguese 
India therefore sometimes enables us to ascertain the real 
nature and incidents of similar taxes mentioned in old 
Marathi records. In this respect, Saldanha's Ht'story of Goa, 
M.oniz's work on 'Daman, Joao Baptista Amancio Gracias' 
Subsidios para a Historia Economico-Fin<Zncdr(l d(l India 

5 
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Portugueza and Phillipe Nerry Xavier's works on village 
communities are of very great use. 

As the average British· Indian reader is not sufficiently 
aware of the importance of the Portuguese sources of 
Maratha History I may here briefly indicate how much we 
can learn about the army and navy of. Shivaji's successors 
even from published Portuguese works. Almost all the 
important records of a political character have been 
published by Cunha Rivara, Balsemao, Phiijipe Nerry 
Xavier, Ismael Gracias and others. Most of these published 
records have found a place in the monumental work of 
Judice Biker. They afford us an insight not only into the 
military and naval organization of the Marathas but also in 
their court life and civil institutions. We get an interesting 
account of Sambhaji's campaign against Goa in Ismael 
Gracias's Vma Donna Portugueza no corte do Grii6 Mogol. 1 

In the appendix of the same work we come across a few 
original letters about themadtime activities of the Angrias. 
Ismael Gracias has published almost all Portuguese papers 
relating to the Maratha conquest of Bassein in 0 orimte 
Portuguez of which he was long the sole editor and principal 
contributor. No more important and reliable account of the 
Maratha military system can anywhere be obtained than 
that supplied by an exceptionally brilliant Viceroy the 
Marquis of Alorna in the instructions that he left for his 
successor the Marquis of Tavora. The original Portuguese 
work was published more than seventy years ago under the 
able editorship of F. N. Xavier and a few extracts were 
quoted by Danvers in his Portuguese in India. The entire 
work has however been rendered into English by the 
present writer and it is now available to every English
knowing reader. The Marquis of Alorna did not confine 
himself to one military subject alone but his remarks upon 
the peculiar organization of the Maratha empire and its 

1 A Portuguese account of this campaign translated into English 
for the India office has been published by Prof. Sarkar in the Jourt1al 
of tile Hyderahad Archaeological Society. The word canarin in that 
papE-r however has puzzled the learned Professor It stands for, 
as every student of old Portuguese records know, nativ~ Sf'poys, 
Palgado !Jas explained the word in his GloSSim(l. 



35 

inherent weakness deserve careful consideration. An 
estimate of the military aud naval power of the Marathas is 
found also in lnstrucziJes do Dom Jos~ I, the authorship of 
which is rightly attributed to the celebrated Marquis of 
Pombal. Pombal had no first-hand knowledge of Maratha 
affairs but he must have found ample materials for his 
subject in the reports and corresponder:ce from India. 
Space does not permit me to deal with this subject in detail 
here, nor am I in a position to give here a list of the interest
ing manuscript accounts of naval encounters between the 
Portuguese and the .Marathas, preserved at Lisbon and 
Evora. Curious readers are referred to the works of Cunha 
Rivara and Ismael Gracias. It is superfluous to say that 
the unpublisheq records of Goa have not all been 
exhaustively studied and they may be made to throw light 
where darkness now prevails. The Portuguese Govern· 
mcnt have appointed a di~tinguished Indian Scholar, Prof. 
P. Pissurlencar of the Academy of Sciences of Lisbon, 
Curator of their archives at Goa and there is every reason 
to hope that his contribution to our knowledge of Maratha 
history will not be less important than that made by his 
predecessor and teacher J. A. Ismael Gracias. 



LIFE OF SHIVAJI 
BY· 

JApUNA'l'B SARKAR 

t Translated from tke French of Abbe Carre.] 

In the year 1669 Surat was plundered for the second 
time by the army of Shivaji, one of the greatest warriors 

. that the East l~~s seen since a long time, and who, for 
his courage, the rapidity of his conquests and his great 
qualities, does not badly resemble the great Swedish King 
Gustadus Adolphus. ·The history of this Shivaji is 
contained in some degree in that of Surat and I have not 
learnt anything in my travels the narrative of which would 
be more agreeable to our nation, born to war and more 
accustomed to fight than to trade. The kingdoms of 
Golkonda1 Bijapur and the Deccan made a league among 
themselves and reciprocally promised their forces against 
their enemies. Aurangzeb, who had formed the design of 
conquering these kingdoms,-whose greatness offended 
his pride and gave him disquietude, made in all his State a 
great body of men and money, and sent to the Deccan a 
powerful army, under the command of his uncle Shaista· 
khan. . . . Shaistakhan set out on his·· march, and at 
the report of it the kings of Bijapur and Golkonda took up 
arms ; but that of Bijapur, either through weakness or 
through cowardice, after some preparation, showed a desire 

· to make terms with the Moguls, and to be not far from 
rendering himself tributary. He took that strange reso· 
lution, without remembering that it would destroy the 
league and ruin him by the disunion. · Shivaji, the prime 
minister of the prince (of Bijapur), a man much above 
his master, was in the Council according to custom, when 
the king put forward his design, and if he had not spoken 
as he should, the affair would have been passed by all with 
one voice. He perceived well that the flattery and the pas· 
sion to please the king would cause to be approved so 
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pernicious a resolution ; he saw well at the same time that 
the jealousy which he inspired turned the sentiments of the 
assembly to that of the king against his own, and that fhey 
did not care if all perished provided that they could 
oblige him. He represented all that the interest of the 
State, the glory of the prince, the fidelity which one owed 
to one's allies, suggested to him as reasons in support of 
his advice ; the emulation of his rivals gave him a (reason) 
that rendered him more eloquent than he was accustomed 
to be. He spoke as a very able man about the forces of 
his kingdom, its advantageous situation, the funds neces-. 
sary for war, that the Mogul was not so strongly to be 
feared, and whatever sentiments others cherished, his own 
would be to defend himself that he knew not to make his 
court at the expense of the glory of his master. ' Besides,' 
saicl he, • I do not propose anything which I am not ready 
to execute at the peril of my life, and I make bold to say 
that with very few troops, I shall stop Shaistakban in his 
passage or drive him out of the kingdom. ' 

All was useless ; the majority carrie•] it against good 
sense, and weakness against valou1. It was resolved that 
it was not desirable to send him against the Moghul but 
that, they ought to make preparations under the control of 
the ordinary commandants and under the orders of the 
king. The generals had understood that in one decisive 
affair Shivaji would be charged with the care of all the war, 
and that its being dr.awn to his honour, they would remain 
in forgetfulness and obscurity. It was this which moved 
them to combat his advice with such heat. They threw 
into their discourse traits which touched him personally 
and which made the king understand that under the pretext 
of resisting the Mughal be aspired to greater things. 
Finally, they loved more to expose their country to the 
shame of slavery than to free her for ever by the hands of 
another. 

Shivaji issued fro'11 the Council offended with the 
contempt they had shown towards reason ; but still more 
offended with that which they had done to his self. From 
that moment he did not think of anything except to be 
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themselves to be above him. He had nothing more in 
view than his resentment, without dreaming of the crime 
which he was about to commit. He employed his tact and 
his discernment to discover among the persons whom his 
fortune attached to him, those who would be capable of 
engaging themselves with him, and who preferred to their 
duty, hope or friendship,-if we may style as friendship a 
union which virtue has notformed. 

Shivaji having made his choice, and brought into his 
.intrigue a very great number of nobles, removed himself 
from the Court, on the pretext of his health, and retired 
to his lands to think there about the means of bursting 
forth with success. 

The retreat of the minister displeased neither the king 
nor the favourites ; they had an equal trouble in bearing 
the superiority of his genius ; they found themselves 
disembarrassed and paid no attention to the consequences. 

Shivaji having assembled those of his own party, took 
possession of a very strong fort on the frontier of the 
kingdom close to the Deccan, and gave orders for the 
passing of troops from that side. All the provinces were 
in the movement ; and as they made great levies, the roads 
became full of soldiers who were going to their regiments. 
It contributed extremely to hide the design of revolt and 
could not distinguish the troops of Shivaji from those of the 
king. . 

This lord, who was powerfully rich, among other good 
qualities, had a liberality which bordered on profusion. He 
caused to be distributed to the soldiers, by their Captains, 
large sums of money, for uniting them together better, and 
attaching them all (to himself). They swore one and all 
that they would follow absolutely wherever he would lead 
them. The men, full of wealth and of hope as to the future, 
had no hesitation in taking the oath. They promised more 
than he demanded of them, and added that they would 
serve him even against their own king, a vain promise 
which could not ·bind those who had no idea at all of lords 
and government. He knew how to profit by the effect of 
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his presents and the good disposition in which he found his 
army, and he was served by them in an enterprise which 
would have appeared overbold if success had not justified 
it. It was to go to attack the General of the Mughal army 
in his camp, who was entrenched very near Aurangabad, the 
Capital of the Deccan, to which he had carried the war. 
Sbivaji had a specious pretext in the agreement made 
between his master and that of the Deccan. The design of 
diverting the storm by. assisting an allied prince made 
bravery and justice in his enterprise. He did not in effect 
violate the order of the king of Bijapore ; but on another 
side he satisfied himself by executing a plan which he had 
given and he attracted against the territory of Bijapore all 
the Mughal forces, who would not fail to take vengeance. 
The prince had no reason at all to doubt that Shivaji was 
not fighting by the orders of the king his master, and he has 
not yet been able to be instructed as to the truth, as he was 
in the end. 

Before departing, he left in the fortress a garrison of old
seasoned soldiers and officers, under the authority of a 
Commandant in whom he recognized courage and fidelity; 
thus reserving to himself a key to the kingdom of Bijapore 
and a place of security for himself to retire in need. He 
marched next towards Aurangabad with only 6,000 mev 
armed li~htly and some better troops that he bad. 

The Mughal General was far removed from his army, in 
a camp badly fortified and near a seraglio where he passed 
his time, giving himself up to love and pleasures. The 
city was blockaded and it (being) in sight of a numerous 
army be believed, out of harm. None knew the roads of 
the camp except the eunuchs and slaves, who were the 
ministers of the general's pleasures. His treasures were 
no better guarded than his person. He had immense sums 
of gold and silver, with which to supply the two things 
which were demanded most, namely, war and pleasure. 
Shivaji assembled his chief officers and after he had revealed 
to them the importance, of his enterprise, he informed them 
of the advantages and that it would be easy for men like 
them to carry off Sbaista Khan with all his riches. He 
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exaggerated to them the· obligation which they were under 
to the king of Bijapore, their common master, and the 
recompenses which were sure to follow to them. Becaus~, 
in the east as among us, able ·men always know how to 
colour with the interest of their prince the hardihood of 
their revolts. 

There was, close to the camp of Shaista Khan, a small 
wood, very specious and very suitable for the deceptions of 
war. It was there that Shivaji concealed his soldiers during 
the day, in order to wait for the coolness and obscurity of 
the night. Shaista Khan was not on his guard, and, 
although he had posted sentinels, the example of the 
Commandant had tainted the soldiers and discipline was not 
at all well observed. It is true that the couriers (spies) 
reported that they had seen troops about the wood, but they 
had formed no suspicion (about them) in the belief that it 
might be the retinue of some great lord of Hindustan, who 
was going to the court of the Mughal. 

Night having come, Shivaji under the shelter of gloom 
and without noise, conducted his troops up to the middle of 
the enemy's camp ; the night was very dark, and there was 
no moon. One can judge what was the disorder, when 
sttddenly the men whom none perceived, rushed sword in 
hand upon all whom they met. The air soon echoed , with 
the cries of the unfortunate (men) who felt themselves 
attacked unawares ; and the noise having increased, the 
alarm of the canip passed into the city, of which the 
Governor believed that they were attacking the advanced 
guards and that the enemy was preparing himself for a 
general assault, and one couid not say who were the more 
troubled, the besieged or the besiegers. They believed 
that they were betrayed on all sides ; and the horror of the 
night redoubling still the suspicions. 

There was . nothing which was not imagined at the 
moment. Forthwith the son of the general, a young man 
of good appearance and high hopes, who in the evening 
(time from supper to bed time) had, to his misfortune, 
come from the army to receive orders of his father, 
mounted his horse and put himself in an attitude of resis· 
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tance. He conducted himself valiantly, and did, with a 
platoon of men whom he had about himself, all that 
follows from courage and the spirit of a brave little 
youth but little accustomed to the hazards of war. 
His ardour carried him very far and his valour cost 
him his life. He fell pierced with blows, a pitiful 
spectacle, and which ought to touch (the hearts of) those 
very men who caused it. The others, whom the shame of 
abandoning such a Commander had stopped, did not stay 
after they had seen his death ; his father who was in the 
seraglio learnt in an instant of the misfortune of his son and 
of himself ; and there was nothing except tears and lamen· 
tation. The women tore their hairs and lascerated 'their 
faces, around a father whom the greatness of his affliction 
rendered motionless. At last, the more brave ones ran up, 
and arranging themselves near his person, resolved to · 
perish to the last to prevent his being taken prisoner, and 
by an obstinate resistance achieved their design. 

None yet knew the cause and origin of the tumult, nor 
whether it was the enemy who had come to pounce upon 
them, or the army had risen against the general. To know 
what had happened, they lighted fires in all the camp, but 
the terror was redoubled, when by the glimmer of the 
burning torches (lit. stakes) they recognized Shivaji and the 
subjects of the King of Bijapore. They doubted not that 
all the soldiers of that king had come near and were going 
to besiege the city after defeating the army. The general 
Shaista Khan was wounded in the melle by two sword cuts, 
and the necessity he was under either to conquer or perish 
made him do acts of unusual bravery. The day approached, 
and one would have seen clearly if the splendour of the 
torches had not obscured the glimmer which preceded it. 
The rumour was spread that the army of Bijapur was on 
the march, and that they had seen the front ranks. Shivaji 
gave orders for retreat, in order not to be overwhelmed, as 
he would infallibly have been, if his enemies had been able 
to see the small number of his men. The order of war was 
so well obeyed among his troops that all the fierce men who 
were set to staying and loading the booty, gave up all as 
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soon' as the command had run and retired with a good 
countenance, loaded with the booty. They abandoned 
much more for obeying. The spaciousness of the wood 
favoured their retreat ; and the consternation which they 
left behind them gave them time to .regain their posts, 
before it was. broad light. They were in safety, and 
those of the camp did not still believe themselves (to 
be so). 

_ Shivaji was not content with this success, which would -
however have contented a le'ss ambitious man than himself; 
but it was little to his taste to have pillaged the camp and to 
have made such a great slaughter with so small a number 
of troops without"losing' any but a few soldiers; he had 
wished to kidnap the Mug hal's general :he held that he had 
done nothing, because he had not been able to do that which 
he had intended. 

The second enterprise of Shivaji was made against 
Surat, which he caused to be pillaged by his army, in the 
design to enrich himself, and to accustom those 011 whom 
glory had not much force, to follow him at least in the hope 
of booty. .He had not much treasure from that city, so 
opulent, to sustain the long wars in which his revolt and 
his valour were about to engage him ; nor did he forget the 
maxim. of the seditious that ·when one had once raised 
himself against his legitimate prince, it is for ever. 

Surat was without defences wliich might stop an army ; 
and certainly the valour (vertu) of itl!l inhabitants did not 
take the place of ramparts. The merchants of whom it was 
full, besides their little experience in the act of warfare, 
being each . anxious for the preservation of his own 
merchandise, were not capable of contributing anything 
I'!Xcept weakness to the· good order of the public affairs 
whic,tl sacrifices sometimes the interests of individuals. 
Alsq in Surat, many of the Indians have by the ideas of · 
their moral, approaching in this respect that of Pythagoras, 
so great a horror of shedding blood, that they would not 
];:ill even the vilest animal, far less massacre men, a senti
mel1t which would be very good if all the world had it. See 
;Q.pw Shivaji conducted his ~nterprise. 
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He did not travel except at night, in order to conceal his 
march and to avoid the heat. In the day he retired intq 
the hidden places of the wood, which protected him from 
the heat of the sun. There his soldiers repo5ed at their 
ease, and the horse~ refreshed themselves in the rivers the 
banks of which gave them abundance of forage, which cost 
the soldiers neither trouble nor danger. He was master of 
the plain and was soon at the gates of Surat, which did not 
uream in the least that it would have to guard itself from a 
sack. But the misfortune of that city was not distant, and 
already Shivaji at half a march from the city, had maJe all 
his dispositions not for attacking the bastions but for the 
order of the pillage. After having distril)uted the quarters 
he excepted the house of the English, that of the Dutch and 
that of the Capuchin fathers. The last out of veneration for 
the good monks, and not to appear to treat with contempt 
in their persons that which the people respected ; the 
former because he knew that they were full of good pieces 
of cannon and where were to be found trained mea. 
Otherwise, it was very easy to be attache~.! to the Europeans 
who traded in the Indies foreseeing that he might one day 
have need (of them). The French had not any establish
ment at Surat. 

All being thus disposed, Shivaji advanced up to the 
gardens which arc around the city. The governor was 
warned ; but he feared so little that they were coming to 
atta;:k him that he let him enter into the place without any 
difficulty, because the soldiers in their countenance did not 
show what the ywere, leading with them bea~:;ts of burden 
and not flourishing their arms. Each (of them) knew 
where he should go, but they did not observe any order in 
their march. People took them, as Shaista Khan had done, 
for the men ia the suit of some powerful Indian, of whom 
there are incessautly in Surat the equipages passing, who to 
others would have appeared as entire armies. 

The ~:;oldicrs (of Shivaji) had time to take their posts in 
the places of the city and in the highways, without any of 
the inhabitants or strangers demanding what they were 
doing and by who::,e authority. Shivaji very calmly as in a 



city which at all times would recognize his orders command-
. ed at his pleasure, and nobody presented himself to oppose 

him. Meantime, the trouble quickly spread on all sides. 
The sig11al being given, the soldiers commenced the plunder. 
They attacked roughly whomever they founu under their 
hand, without considering either age or sex. They slew 
some, the others fled carrying with themselves whatevl'!r 
they could, and delivering to the avarice of the troops what 
they could not carry off. . They then entered the houses, 
and after plundering them and putting their booty (proie) on 
their horses and in the carts which they had brought purpo· 
sely (for this), there were not many cruelties which they did 
not exercise towards the women and the old men whom 
feebleness and age had kept in their houses. They wished 
by this to make them reveal where the rest of their treasures 
was concealed. The two Governors in despair knew not 
what t.o think, and nothing remained for them to attend to 
except to place in hiding.their persons a11d the most valuable 
things they had. Self-interest and greed overcame them 
and carried them against the thoughts of their duty. At 
last, he of the castle caused all his artillery to play upon the 
city: They fired at random. If there was danger for the 
soldiers of Shivaji destruction was certain for the inhabi
tants of Surat, whose houses were demolished by the 
cannon, and kindled a fire there, at the same time that the 
enemy had robbed them of their movables and emptied 
their stores. 

Shivaji was on horsback with a small number of officers, 
engaged in making the cast and loaded horses pass to the 
place of ren~ezvous. The sack lasted three days and three 
nights, after which Shivaji issued from Surat as easily as he 
had entered it, having found in only one city all the riches 
of the East, and made for (his) war the. funds which would 
not be .e:x:hausted in a long time. It was as yet nothing 
more t):lan preparation. The suit responded to it ; and 
Shivaji very soon appeared to the East in a rebel subject a 
eonqueror worthy nevertheless to be compared with the 
greatest men. Up to now he had commanded his army 
:bimself, without the help of any body, but as he wished to 
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increase it greatly, he created under himself four Lieutenant
Generals, and gave them large sums of money, as much for 
furnishing them with what would sustain their employment, 
as for distribution to their companies. He sent to all parts 
men with money to enlist soldiers. He sent others for 
observing the bearing of the Mug hal and that of the king of 
Bijapur. When he had set on (oot a large army, he did not 
hasten to undertake the things that he projected. He had 
in his troops many young men stili novices in the business 
whom he had assembled from all sides. In order to 
accustom them, he encamped for nearly three months on a 
level plain, training them to manage horses and to fight, and 
forming them with care in all the exercises of the military 
art. 

On the other side, the .Mug hal was irritated by the insult 
which he believed to have received from the king of Bijapnr. 
He did not distinguish if Sbivaji had attacked· him of 
himself or by the order of his master, he entered by force 
(invaded) into the kingdom ; he took some places, and the 
advantage in some baLtles. The troops of the king were 
very inferior in number and in valour. The king of 
Golkonda, who came to the succour of his ally with a 
powerful army, made the .Mug hal retreat, who did not lose 
the hope of taking revenge, although he saw himself· 
constrained to defer his vengeance. 

Shivaji took this time (opportunity) to occupy many 
places of Bijapur, and at last made it known to the Mug hal 
that he had not acted except on his own personal motion in 
the enterprise against the person of Shaista Khan. He 
entered into the maritime cities, which he found almost all 
unprovisioned; and the king (of Bijapur) having withdrawn 
his troops for making war on the Mughal, the gates which 
were not capable of bolding out long, were opened at once 
at the noise of his name, which was so great that resistance 
app~>ared fruitless, as it would have served for nothing 
except increasing his glory. He chose the maritime places, 
because they are more eqsy to defend and more difficult to 
attack. Besides the advantage of the posts and the liberty 
of setting out on sea, he dreamt further that by occupying 



in this way the <::casts and treating well the Eu~;opeans who 
arrived in the Indies, he could make himself .. beloved an¢1 
served (by them) in need. 

In effect, along the sea where he was master, no vessel 
from Europe came to which the Maratha Governors did not 
·send provisions, with all the good officers which they were 
able to .show with care to an allied prince. I passed there 
in the year 1668 with two vessels of the Company, and we 
were treated in a way which we had not ever hoped for. 
It was an effect of his policy ; but it was also an (effect) of 
the inclination which he had towards the people of Europe; 
and above all for our nation, whom he esteemed for the 
reputation .which they had everywhere of being the most 
warlike nation in the world. 

He mastered many other .cities fortified by nature or by 
the hand of man, and he made roads in the places which 
people believed inaccessible. The forces of the king of 
Bijapur being divided, were less capable of opposing such a 
conqueror, who had all the virtues of a great general and 
above all an ease. in taking his part, and an extreme activity 
which almost always decides the affairs of war : hardly had 
he gained a battle or taken a city at one end of the kingdom, 
when he was at ,the other extremity, making. havoc every
where and surprising the important places. To this swift· 
ness he like Julius Cresar joined a clemency and a goodness 
which gained for him the hearts of those whom his arms 
came to terrify. He made some raids into the territory of 
the Portuguese, from whom he had received some 
displeasure ; he took from them the island of Bardcs, and 
after desolating the country, constrained them to fear for 
God. He next retraced his steps, re-entered the Mughal 
territory, subdued a large country, made it give large 
co11tributions, ·and showed to it that he alone, without the 
support of Golkonda or of the Deccan, was capable of 
holding his head up, and that he was still going to inquire 
up to the heart of his state. If Shivaji had.to touch a high 

·point of the military virtues, he w:as not a man less capable, 
and he knew more than one way of -arriving at his end. He 
bribed the men of commerce and the spies who in the 
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different journeys which they were obliged to make, took 
care to speak of him advantageously, praised his fashion of 
government and prepared the hearts (of the people) to 
submit (to him). They did this in a manner which was the 
surer as it was imperceptible, and they spoke like disinter
ested men. Next, on the information which they gave 
him, he followed close to his reputation, and did not allow 
the ardour which such discourses, purposely made, had 
excited for him in the hearts, to cool again. By all these 
means Shivaji has come to such a degree of power that the 
Great l\Iughitl fears for his state, and prepares himself 
seriously to make war with him. 

Aurangzib has recalled to himself his uncle Shaista Khan 
and heaped upon him all the honours suited to his rank 
and his age, to console him for the things that had 
!Jappened, and for the death of the young prince his son. 
He gave him, with the government of Bengal and the charge 
of general of the army, the title of Viceroy in all the country 
which Mirjumla the famous Persian had beld. It was an 
honoural>Ie retreat for Shaista Khan, and an opportunity to 
put in his place one who had more vigour and more firm
ness than he, and who was more capable of opposing the 
progress of Shivaji, of whom the valour, like a torrent break
ing its banks, carried all the places which he attacked. He 
chose Jai Sinha, a powerful noble of his court, who had 
rendered him great services in the affairs that he had had 
at the commencement of his reign. 

J ai Sinha departed with orders to recover the places 
which Shivaji had conquered from the Mughal : he had 
other secret orders not to spare anything to gain Shivaji 
over and induce him to take charge of a Mughal army. 
Shivaji marched right before Jai Sinha to give him battle. 
Jai Sinha declined it and knew how to conduct himself in 
such a way that it was difficult to force him. J ai Sinha 
invested a strong fort; and his works being sufficiently 
advanced, he formed the siege with great intelligence of 
war. 

The defence of the besieged was vigorous, and such that 
the general of the illughal, despairing of reducing the place, 
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liked more to enter into negotiation' with Shivaji than: to 
make him obstinate longer. He proposed to him on the 

(
part of his master, great honours and considerable establish
ments, if he would be attached to his service. Shivaji 
pricked 'the ear at these proposals, and entered into an under-
standing which would put him at the head of the Mug)lal 
armies and would open so great a career to his valour. 

It appeared, in this war that he made against the king 
of Bijapur, that, if he had not sullied his great acts by the 
shame which is attached to the ruin of one's own country, 
he would have merited infinite eulogies. The Mughal 
wisheu to be served by Shiv:aji in the war which he prepar
ed to make against the king of Persia. He then invited 
him to come to his court and in order to make the sojourn 
more agreeable to him, he made him Raja, which is the 
highest rank to which the king can raise those whom he 
wishes to honour. He also g·ave his son a post which 
distinguished him, and placed him far above the young 
lords of his age. 

Shivaji appeared at the court of the Mughal with all the 
pomp and magnificence which corresponded to his rank 
and to his reputation: Lut he appeared there_ so well accus
tomed to the honours and with an air of nobility which 
caused him to be regarded as a man g-reater than his fortune. 
There was not _much good treatment that he received 
from the prince (Emperor) : he was not regarded equally 
well by every body. Shaista Khan was absent from the 
court; but there were his wife and a great number of men 
who held to him either by pleasure or by interest : it was 
so many enemies that Shivaji had made on the day when 
he undertook to carry off Shaista Khan ; the jealousy attach
ed to a great man set up so many others and irritated them 
so furiously that they formed a very faction for destroying 
him. The wife of Shaista Khan, a princess born with much 
fierceness, believed herself bound in honour to pursue the 
murderer of her son, who had done to her husband a signal 
insult and just missed slaying him ; a man besides who had 
pillaged the richest and most flourishing city of the Mug hal. 
She was so much near the king and sustained against 
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Shivaji a party so powerful, that it was resolved to arrest 
him. The king wished to give that satisfaction to the 
mourner and to the friends of his uncle ; but he had given 
his word, and in the need he had of himself to open the 
means of making Shivaji, escape a short time after from 
his prison. 

These arrangements succeeded badly with the king, he 
pleased nobody in wishing to satisfy all the world. Shivaji 
did not feel anything except the injury which he bad done 
to him, and the partisans of Shaista Khan took very ill the 
escape of the prisoner, of which the ease betrayed the king. 

Shivaji reached his army, saw well that he ought not to 
depend on any body for being in repose, and seized the 
design of making for himself by force of brigandage a 
legitimate kingdom. He greatly cherished the officers 
whom he called his brothers and his friends, living famil
iarly with them, and attending to their needs with all 
distinction, be did not give anything to himself. He con· 
ducted himself with such ability, not affecting anything, 
and proposing through others the things to which he appear
ed aloof, and (=but) which he desired at bottom. 

When he believed himself to be in a condition to hope 
for all from the good will of his own, he gave a magni
ficent feast to his generals : and after making good cheer 
having been in the wine, named king by some of his assist
ants, the army replied with acclamations and cries of joy. 
He was proclaimed king of all the countries which he had 
conquered : the chief officers and the heads of bands took 
the oath of fidelity. He had made for himself a kingdom at 
the expense of the kings of Bijapur, of the Deccan and of the 
J\1 ugh a!. Tired of conquering, he wished to assure his con
quests by limiting them. The army of the Mug hal prepared 
itself for fighting him; he had lost money, and partly in the 
different wars which he bad waged and partly at court he 
had exhausted his treasuries. It was this that made him 
resolve to pillage Surat a second time. He here followed 
another manner from what he had done formerly. 

He then formed a secret understanding with the Governor : 
and when he had agreed with him, he sent to demand 
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haughtily from the city of Surat a sum of ten ·.millions, 
otherwise. he would come there to pillage it. He who gave 
me this news has been known to me as an officer who cannot 
be doubted to have been in the service of the ·Governor at 
the time when that treachery was hatched. Under that 
appearance of freedom and that air also of brutality, Shivaji 
concealed his deception, and believed to turn the Governor 
in secret from the side of the court. But the traitor was 
punished, and lost his life, as we shall see in the end. I 
shall not give the detail of that second enterprise ; it will 
suffice to say that Shivaji having sent to tell the inhabitants 
the day and the hour when he would enter into Surat, 
exactly kept his word. He was able to get some twelve 
thousand men with him; and it is an astonishing thing, 
how a city so well fortified and full of more than four hun
dred thousand men made not the least resistance; whether 
it was that fear had cast down their spirits, or that so many 
men, so different in nature, and in interests, so little accus
tomed to arms, rather embarrassed one another than gave 
help to themselves and to the city. Shivaji wished to 
plunder at his ease, and he came to Surat to get booty, and 
not to fight. He ·was in repose as to the government. He 
sent an officer of his army to the three European Nat ions 
whom he feared most, the French, the English, and the 
Dutch, and warned them to display their flags on the top of 
their terraces, as they would be protected by it from the fury 
of the soldiers. 

We had not been established in Surat more than a year ; 
M. Carron, who was at the head of our merchants, showed 
that at a very advanced age-because he was seventy years 
old-he preserved courage and resolution. He thanked 
Shivaji and caused to be said to him a thousand obliging 
things by the officer who had come to inform him to hold 
himself on his guard ; but he took him to the place where· 
the merchants of France were assembled and made him note 
the quantity of artillery which were all ready to be fired ; 
and told him clearly that the quarter of the French believed 
itself to be protected by other 'means than the grace of 
Shivaji. 



Shivaji was at the gates of the city, and the Governor had 
ascended into the fort, carrying there counsels worthy of a 
traitor and capable of making his treac;hery succeed. It was 
to throw down a wall which covered the march of Shivaji, 
and which gave him great advantage in making his troops 
file (march). It was under the pretext of firing at Shivaji 
from above the fort, to lay the city open and to assure him 
the success of the undertaking. They wished to arm all 
the people, but they wished it very late, the enemy was al
ready in the city. The violence was extreme, and nobody 
was spared. Our French bore themselves bravely, and had 
a countenance so assured that they saved their house from 
pillage. They also ejected from the neighbouring houses 
the soldiers whom avarice and fury had brought there; and 
l\1. Carron, with the cold blood of the Dutch, passed for a 
Frenchman, to judge by his bravery. 

The treachery of the Governor of Surat having made a 
noise, the Mughal (Emperor) resolved to destroy him by 
poison, and in the same manner in which he had caused J ai 
Sinha, Governor of the Deccan, to perish for the same 
reason ; infamous path for a prince who has an absolute 
right of punishing his subjects. 

The Mughal has always about his person a great number 
of Faqirs, who call themselves the friends of God, to make 
themselves loved by the people ; and who, under the mask 
of an extraordinary piety, conceal shameful defects. These 
Faqirs are great poisoners and their art is of such a degree 
that the effect is difficult to perceive till it becomes irreme
diable. They avail themselves mostly of perfumes, as a 
thing which people distrust the least ; and in a letter, a 
bouquet, a fruit which has odour, they know how to put a 
poison which kills instantaneously. 

It is the customw hen some one has been very successful, 
either in business or in war, the Mug hal thanks him by letter 
and wishes him happiness. These letters are received with 
a profound respect and with grand ceremonies : before they 
are opened they are placed on the head, they are many times 
carried to the lips to be kissed: however, the joy is not for 
long, and these letters which are full of a subtle poison, 
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cause (£ort=third person singular indicative of fain) to mix 
tears with the pleasure of receiving them. The. Mug hal 
addres~ed a letter (E'eminine) to the Governor of Surat 
imprinted with a poison on which the cleverest Faqir had 
exhausted all his art. The Governor for receiving that 
honour, had assentbled aU his friends and the chief Euro
peans : he fell down stark dead, in kissing the letter 
according to the custom of the country. Our surgeons who 
opened the head noted without difficulty the' trace of the 
poison ; and the sensible persons made that reflection, that 
that mode of punishment not going except to the person of 
the guilty and•rendering the conduct of the prince doubtful 
produced the two great effects of the punishment, viz. the 
example and the precaution for the future. 

II 
Shivaji having established for himself a kingdom in the 

manner I have recounted, hau to do not a little in order to 
sustain himself in the rank to which his valour had raised 
him. The interest of the neighbouring kings raised up 
against him powertul enemies and furnished him with new 
subjects for victory or intrigue ; because he was as clever as 
(expert) in wielding arms, always ready to fight or to 
negotiate. 

The king of Bijapur set himself to make war against him, 
without being restrained by the ill success of his previous 
enterprises. It is not known what urged him most, whether 
hatred or esteem. Rustam-i-Zaman, an ancient favourite 
of the king of Bijapur and a head-man and a great warrior 
but selfish and miserly, had retired from the court and 
passed his life at Donghary, an important place of which he 
was Governor. This government with the immense wealth 
was the reward of the great services which he had rendered 
to the king. This lord did not dream at all of issuing from 
the repose which old age had begun to demand of him, nor 
did he seek for anything except a constant leisure which 
would become honourable to a person like him,-when they 
came to him to tell him on the part of the king that he had 
been chosen General of a large army, for opposing the 
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conquest of Shivaji. He was roused at the name of Shivaji 
and ·reanimating all his valour, he was soon in a condition 
to resist him by open force ; but he was not proof against 
his tricks, and love of money rendered all his great quali
ties u~eless to him. 

Shivaji, more for sparing the blood of his new subjects 
than for any fear that he might have had of Rustam-i-Zaman 
set artifice at work, being very capable at it when he wished. 
He had in his army an old officer, a relative of Rustam, who 
had managed to completion more than one important 
negotiation. It was him that Shivaji charged with this 
affair, and after instructing him he sent him to the enemy's 
camp, which was not very far from his own. He had 
deliberately allowed the enemy to approach him in order to 
engage their vanguard in the rocks where the cavalry would 
have to suffer much lack of fodder, and had by this course 
got the better of its fidelity. 

The intrigue was in good hands : the captain did his duty 
like an artful man, who was a great master of the art of 
managing the mind. He carried things to the point and 
that Rustam and Shivaji had a private meeting in a secret 
place where they came together. It was there that Shivaji 
a..:complished what his agent had so well begun. He ably 
made his adversary see that there was an impossibility in 
the designs of the king of Bijapur, and raised insensibly by 
this means the difficulties which present themselves to an 
honest man when the question is that of sacrificing his glory 
to his interest. Also be promised to him the sum of Rs. 
thirty-thousand pagodas ; which are gold pieces which may 
be worth seven to e!ght francs of our money. 

This offer was for Rustam-i-Zaman a powerfL11 reason. 
I-I.e succumbed (to it) and immediately afterwards on various 
pretexts which are never wanting to traitors, he made his 
army retreat, extolling it to his prince as a great thing that 
he had been able to lead the army back safe from destruc
tion where misfortune had engaged it and to have made a 
good retreat. 

This intrigue was raised abroad, in spite of all the 
precautions that had been t'aken to keep it secret. The 
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enemies o£ Rustam-i-Zaman soon informed the king o£ 
Bijapur and they gave him such convincing proofs that he 
could not doubt them, however much he might have had 
the inclination not to believe them. Nevertheless, to 
make· an example and to let the generals of the army under
stand what they owed to their charge and to the state, he 
caused the head of Rustam-i-Zaman to be cut off, .whom he 
had caused to come to his court as for a conference with him 
concerning the affairs of the war. However, as the king 
had greatly loved him, he wished to leave to his family a 
part of his charges among others the Government of 
Donguery, which he gave to his son, with less power, 
however than his father had had. 

In 1672 I passed by Donguery, and I received from this 
young lord all the marks of an extraordinary kindness ; he 
wished that I should dine with him, and appeared to me to 
have much spirit and politeness. 

Abdul Khan was then commanded. to take the place of 
Rustam-i-Zaman, and had orders to go and find out Shivaji 
wherever he might be, and attack him. Abdul Khan was 
the son of one of the greatest lords of the kingdom ; who 
after having made in the state a greater figure than an 
individuai can make, was passing his old age in his govern
ments, occupied in having beautiful edifices as the monu
ments of his magnificence, which he carried to an excess. 
Abdul Khan had all the inclinations of his father for 
magnificence ; but he joined to it a furious passion for 
women. Shivaji and he had long divided the favour of the 
king of Bijapur. Shivaji had been all powerful in the 
council while the prince had entrusted to Abqul Khan the 
care of foreign affairs and war. . 

The revolt of Shivaji having separated them, Abdul 
Khan obtained permission to retire. He shut himself up in 
his harem, and had no other thought than to seek out the 
most beautiful women in the world to fill his seraglio. He 
had assembled two hundred, who could all .dispute among 
themselves the prize of beauty : but this very beauty which 
had rendered them the slaves o( pleasure of an infamous 
(man) became the cause of their final misfortune. 
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In this situation, Abdul Khan weighed in his mind if he 
should accept the post of Commander-in-Chief which they 
had come to offer to him. He resolved against his wishes, 
(to do so) and prepared llimself to march against Shivaji, 
who being always at the head of his troops knew not 
pleasure. 

When Abdul Khan was about to depart, and when he had 
to quit his women, his jealousy flamed up with such 
violence that he could not master it any more, and it inspir
ed him with the darkest design of which a man is capable. 
He shut himself up for eight days in his seraglio, passing 
all the time in festivity and pleasure. The end was tragic 
because on the last day, to save all the disquiet which love 
gives, he caused to be stabbed before him the 200 unfortu
nate women, who did not expect in the least to receive such 
a treatment. 

After such a fine opening, he departed for the army, 
breathing of nothing except b~ooc1 and courage. The report 
of this barbarity was not long in spreading, and there was 
none who did not hold him in horror. This was the reason 
that Shivaji lent his ears to the talk of some among his 
generals, who advised him to assassinate Abdul Khan, 
during a pretended interview which he would ask of him 
at the time when the two armies would be at the point of 
being engaged. They represented to him that Abdul Khan 
being loaded with the horror of so black an act, which was 
that of causing to be killed two hundred women, whom 
their sex ought to have saved from his fury, if no other 
consideration protected them, the world would be delighted 
to see him perish in his turn, and that they would see him 
fall with joy, without thinking of the hand which would 
strike him down. They produced many other reasons 
to ' colour' the crime. Shivaji gave himself up to their 
discourse ; the more so as he having once by the 2:reatest 
of all the outrages revolted against hts legitimate king, one 
more assassination ought not to frighten him. 

The occasion for executing his project presented itself 
very soon: the two armies sighted each other, and already 
the commanders who passed rank after rank commence to 
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excite the valour of the soldiers by reproaches or by 
praise. Shivaji sent a herald to propose to Abdul Khan to 
advance alone in order to confer at the head of his arn:iy ; 
as he also would do also on his part: and that, for greater 
security, he also offered to give up his arms, provided that 
Abdul Khan too would lay aside his own. 

Abdul Khan accepted the offer, and by a signal im
prudence advanced alone, without having anything to rely 
upon except the word of Shivaji. It is true that he had 
kno:wn him at all times as a man of strong probity and 
he had not yet imagined him capable of breaking .what he 
had promised. Snivaji however, had under his vest a 
concealed dagger, well resolved to avail himself of it and 
to finish thereby a war which otherwise would last long 
and in which success was doubtful. 

When they were sufficiently near each other, Shivaji 
took the word; and as if he did not intend anything except 
to draw him into his revolt, h~ spoke to him of their old 
friendship and told him that it would be a violation of 
right to fight with one another : then suddenly changing 
his visage he drew his dagger and drove it into his bosom: 
he told him ' Take ' this is what those deserve who sully 
their lives with hateful crimes ; those who like you violate 
all the natural laws do not deserve to have any share in 
the privilege of the right of men. 

Shivaji (then) retired towards his own people, who 
immediately fell with fury on the army of Abdul Khan, 
totally struck with consternation at the death of their 
general ; he cut to pieces one part, the rest surrendered at 
discretion. He made ·the better troops take the oath and 
augmented his (army) with them. 

The body of Abdul Khan, adorned with the richest 
robes, was by order of Shivaji carrjed.to a neighbouring 
town where he was regretted by none. 

Thus ended the second enterprise of the king of Bijapur, 
against whom Shivaji prepared still other affairs. I 
remember that in 1673, in a journey which I made by land 
from Surat to St. Thome, I rested at Abdulpur, of which 
Abdul Khan had been Governor when he was assassinated. 
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I went to see the palace : I there fOUtt ;s, belie/ number ot 
work men occupied in cutting the stdng anybph were to 
serve as the mausoleum of Abdul Kh. ii was sur
prised (to see) how in the epitaph the.>·er ~ntioned the 
women of the seraglio whom he had caused to be killed. 

Shivaji with the reinforcement of troops by which he 
had augmented his army, did not lose any time, he 
advanced into the kingdom of Bijapur, and seized many 
large places which were in the heart of the kingdom and 
without defence. He established Governors there and 
disposed of all things at his will using a clemency and a 
goodness in the newly conquered country, which sub
jugated to him by inclination those very men whom he had 
come to conquer by force of arms. He then chose the 
most beautiful place, most abounding in forage, for making 
his army encamp and giving it at the same time leisure and 
comfort to refresh itself. 

He passed the time in meditating new projects as great 
and as glorious as his first ones. He conferred with his 
generals, in .order that at the end they inight be more 
heartened to execute the measures which they had ap-
1-Jroved. He opened his mind to them, and made them see 
that his glory called him from the side of Cambay and 
Gujarat; that the cities of Bijapur which he had subdued 
would furnish the co5t o£ the war, while he extended his 
conquests on another side. The indolence of most of the 
great lords of the Deccan, who lived in their lands like so 
many petty sovereigns, also made him desire to carry his 
arms to that side. 

For understanding what I am going to say better it is 
necessary to return to the things (described) a little above. 
Never had the kingdom of the Deccan greater splendour 
than towards the year 1500. It \Vas in such grandeur that 
nothing could raise it further, it could not do anything 
except to diminish daily and fall finally, as it did. Because 
the greatest lords and those who filled the important 
governments in the state, conspired together and agreed 
that each should render himself iudependent in his part, 
throwing off his allegiance by an infamous treason against 

8 
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the perso~valour . of sovereign. So, the forces o£ the 
kingdom b vaji sentnited were least capable of resisting 
the enterpr' e in ordiv:aji against whom up to now nothing 
had held. uld rJ · . 

He divided h)s troops for attacking at the same time the 
different princes, without letting them' help one another, 
each having enough to do to defend his estates. He 
formed a body of ten thousand of the bravest men and put 
his son at their head. He was a young prince full oi 
courage and worthy of the reputation of his father. He 
had accompanied him in the co~rse of his conquests ; and 
under such a good master, he had been formed to the 
trade of war, and could dispute it with the oldest. captains. 
He was handsome in person and his beauty rendered his 
valour still more brilliant and loveable. His soldiers had 
considered him as Shivaji himself and imagined no di:ffer
ence between the father and the son. They loved to fight 
under him and took pleasure in giving him the honour of 
all that was done : he also was touched by merit, and an 
act of bravery which was done in his presence was never a 
merit lost. · 

He had orders to attack the kingdom of Cambay and of 
Gujarat : aml seeing that his father had entrusted to him so 
important an enterprise he conceived a new valour and 
advanced with his army to signalize his first exploits. 
The terror of his name had vanquished in advance those 
whom he came to attack : he found the things very easy 
for his glory and in less than no time he rendered a very 
large country tributary. People talked nothing except 
about the young prince, and his father would have felt 
jealousy for him if great hearts had been capable of that 
passion. 

Shivaji formed a second army corps ·under the command 
of one of his oldest generals, a man who besides the 
military virtues which he possessed in a supreme degree 
had good sense and genius for business. T\le latter was 
sent into the country close to the Malabar coast, from Chaul 
up to one day's march from ourat, with orders to attack 
the many pretty sovereigns who esteemed themselves iu 
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security from the situation of their plat1s, believing them
selves beyond attack and not recognizing anybody besides 
themselves. 

In fact, neither the Mughal, nor any other power had up 
to now had the enterprise to subject them, because of the 
difficulty of the roads and ignorance of the country entirely 
covered by forests. I have pas!'ed more than once by that 
country ; and in looking at these princes, whose states are 
divided by the forest or by the petty rivers, keep as their 
soldiers none beside strangers or the men assembled in the 
mountains, it seemed to me that there •yas a great resem
blance between this country and Italy; just as the latter 
is now divided into so many states and different princes. 

The general who was placed at the head of that expe
dition, found more resistance than the young prince had 
found on his side. Besides he had to fight in a country 
where it was so difficult to conduct troops, that he had to 
conquer nature before fighting the men. It was not every
where that fortified castles in the midst of the forests or 
rocks of measureless hugeness served as their defence ; at 
each step one found rivers or torrents which arrested men 
and horses unless the commander had knowledge of the 
places. He did not lose heart for all these difficulties, and 
in three campaigns he subdued fot· Shivaji all the petty 
kings, who in more than a hundred places of the country 
recognized nobody except themselves. 

The fortune of his master did not desert him in all the 
campaigns which he fought: but entirely subdued as they 
were, they ceased to 'stir and to give much trouble to the 
general of Shivaji. Three or four of , the bravest among 
them and those who by their riches could better support the 
cost ot the war, were astonished to see themselves subdued 
with their neighbours' in a country which seemed inacces
sible and that too by (only) one platoon of the enemy; they 
then formed the design to fight for their liberty which they 
were going to loose with so little resistance. They began 
by concealing what they had preserv~d for their wealth ; 
and being aiJied among themselves, they issued into the 
field supported by many thous:mds of men. Their plan 
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was not to fight bu~o draw the enemy general into narrow 
places where they doubted not tllat they would have the 
better (of him). 

The trick succe~ded at 'first, and the general, a great 
man of war, said afterwards that he had never yet fought at 
so much risk. However he made detachments from his 
army for going by the secluded '(?side) paths to attack the 
enemy cutting the woods down and planning roads ; which 
was done with such speed and courage that nothing was 
capable of arresting the course of his conq~1ests. He placed 
Governors in the conquered places, he there put garrisons, 
and the army returned victorious to Shivaji to prepare itself 
for new victories. 

The Portuguese gained by the defeat of these kings; be
cause they having received the ·latte1 amorig themselves 
after the conquest by,Shivaji and having given them a treat
ment suited to their rank, they were discharged from the 
payment of a large sum of money which they had agreed to 
give them every year, for obtaining from them (the under
taking) that they would stop the flight of their subjects, 
above all at the ti!!le when the portuguese made their har~ 
vest of all sorts of fruits and gathered the provisions of 
which the sale made them so rich. 

I passed by Daman, a place which belongs tci the Portu
guese at the time when these things were happening and I 
was witness of those that I have recounted. 

Shivaji who understood that one of the principal succours 
which the kings whom he went to conquer had for sustaining 
their state consisted of the contributions of the Portuguese, 
wished to preserve them to his Govern?rs under the pretext 
that they would give. their attention to stopping the brigand 
age which the men of the country were accustomed to 
practise. He theu sent an embassy fo Daman, and to do 
honour to his ambassador, he caused him to be accompanied 
by a large body of cavalry, who marched more in order of 
battle than as the paraphernalia of a ceremony. 

The report quickly. ran through Daman that the army of 
Shivaji. was marching against that city ; and this rumour 
sustained by that of his last conquests carried the confusion 
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to such a point that the inhabitants knew not what to 
determine. The council instantly assembled at the house 
of the Governor : and in the opinion ovhich they had that 
Shivaji had sent to demand the kings to whom the Portu
guese had given an asylum, some gave the advice to surren
der them against the faith of treaties made with them ; 
other.;, more honourable men, but as little as the former, 
said that it was nece~>sary to embark them with all their 
most precious possessions and to take the consequence, 
thus avoid for ever the power of Shivaji, before whom all 
the East trembled ; there were those who wished that they 
should defend themselves fiercely and that at the ap
proach of the troops, they should fill the posts of advanced 
generals, and that they should show on the fortifications, 
soldiers who presented to the enemy a firm countenance. 

They issued from the council without having resolved 
anything : thus each one acted as he was of opinion and the 
port found itself in a moment filled with men who laboured 
to embark their best effects, others flocked to remove the 
cannon and pieces of artillery : I attached myself to follow 
one of the principal officers in order to know better the 
forces of the Portuguese in tha(place. All was in extreme 
disorder: the cannon were fo~nd for the most part dis
mounted or entangled in the bushes out of which many 
horses could not draw them. The walls were very weak 
or destroyed in the preceding wars and the inhabitants, 
unaccustomed to combat, had not with them either powder 
or lead. They ran in crowds to the castle ; there was not 
(room) ior one-third of those who demanded (entrance), 
and the disorder grew to such a degree that one perceived 
the bad condition of the place. 

However, the so-called army of Shivaji advanced and 
already the ambassador with all the escort had stopped 
at the head of one of the suburbs, demanding that they 
should open the gates to him. They were very long 
in doing it, because fear having reunited· everybody 
in the same opinion, they wanted only to fortify 
themselves on all sides. The ambassador perceived in the 
refusal which they made to let him enter, that the city at 
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the rep~rt of his com}ng had taken . up arn~s, and expected' 
to see :Shivqji hims~f in person. He sent a trumpeter into 
the field, to say to t]<e Commandant that he had not come as 
an enemy, nor to do<. any·Qutrage to the Portuguese; that 
he had a certain message' to convey to the governor on 
behalf of Shivaji, who wished to live with them· in good 
understanding and that he wished to speak to them. 

The governor received the embassy; and in the fear 
that he had, he agreed to all that was demanded of him as 
to the sums which. the Portuguese had been accustomed to 
paying in order t~ save themselves fron1 the outrages which 
otherwise their neighbours would not have failed to do 
them. 

That which Lam going to say may give an idea of the 
state in which the Portuguese are in the East at present. 
One may know it stillbetter by ,the description of Daman 
which I am going to make, having taken care to observe all 
things and having· passed there a part of the year 1672. 

During the time when the son of Shivaji and his generals 
looked to extend the boundaries of his kingdom and when 
all suceeeded with them in the manner I have just narrated, 
Shivaji on his part was not sleeping, and did not forget at 
all to make the designs that he had upon the Deccan to 
succeed. He commenced by taking. possession of the 
unimportant places and threw himself afterwards on the 
large territories and forts which at the death of. Jai S1nha 
had passed, by consent of Aurangzib, against the usual 
custom, to the son of that unfortunate (noble). It was for 
this that he. attacked the. Deccan, and that expedition did 
not cost him much, his presence was enough to make the 
governors restore the places to nim ; they wished to make 
it a merit· to themselves before him to do a thing to which 
they would have been forced very soon if they had refused it. 

It ought to be known that after the death of .Jai Sinha, 
whiCh happened as I have narrated long ago, the Mughal 
recalled his son to the court, with the pensions and the 
same honou~·s which his father had enjoyed in his lifetime, 
because he had designs upoa the .important places which 
formerly appertained to the king of the Deccan. 
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1t was not enough for Shivaji to have made such progress, 
he also knew how to win oYer to his party two powerful 
Governors of provinces ; he heaped up presents on tbem 
and made an arrangement with them which comprehended an 
offensive and defensive league for mutual support or attack 
on those whose very great power inconvenienced them. 
Shivaji did not go further into the Deccan~ And on another 
side, seeing that his lieutenants had subdued for him all the 
country which lies from Daman up to the port of Chaul, he 
took with himself an army crops, and went in person to 
conquer the rest of the country, that is to say all that which 
lies from Goa up to Chaul. 

It was there that by one stooke, so to say, he took 
immense riches ; also he rendered himself master of many 
very beautiful cities which bad grown very opulent by 
trade. He left good garrisons in the new conquests with 
governors of known valour, who had for the most part 
fought in his company in all the places where he had 
carried them. 

The Portuguese who saw the fire of the neighbouring 
cities, commenced to fear for their better places ; it was 
reported to them every day that Shivaji did not disguise 
that he had the design to rob them ; and these reports, 
sustained by the conduct of that conqueror, gave them 
cruel dtsquiet. They believed themselves besieged in the 
places of the Malabar Coast which were the most secure by 
their position and their garrisons. I remember to have 
passed by many of these cities, which fear always kept 
astir. 

1 passed to Chaul in 1673. 
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