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FOREWORD,
JGPEY P S —

For over thirty years the late Mr. V. K. Rajwade and his
" ea-workers have been ccllecting letters and ducuments, pictures and
manuseripts which would throw frech light on the medieva] history of
Mabarashtra and their efforts have by now secured enough material to
keep a group of research-workers busy with them for over a genera-
tion. Some of the documents collected by these gentlemen Lave also
necessitated revision of the current rotions about the bistorycf the
“Maritl3s and to coe who bas access to them, many events atd

" personalities appear in a different perspective.

. A very large portion of the collection is in the possession of the
Bhraat-lmhzs—qamshodhnk Mandal (an Association of Lesearch
Workers in the History of India ), Pooua. Much of this, bowever,
isin the Marathi language and the late Mr. Rajwide and his cos
workers have published all their researches also in Mardthi. Those
who do not know this language are thus prevented from using their ‘
oouclusions excepting those few which are made available by Prof.
Nerkdr or Mr. Kincaid, in their bocks.  We propose removing this
deficieney to some extent b) publishing a number of bulleting re
some important questions in the history of the Marathis. 'In these
bulletius an attempt will always be made to present the evidence,
and to draw conclusions therefrom, in an impartial manner and
whatever be the personal views of the compilers of the bulleting
the evidence will be marshalled without any prejudioe whatsoever.

For the first bulletin in this series we choose the controversy
which bas arisen at presentin this Province over the date of the
birth of Shiviji. We docse this not only because it presents a topie
of wide interest but because it sbows in a swiking manner the
openness of the mind of the workers in this field, the care with
which they test each new piece of evidence, the peculiar opportani-
ties ooe has for cross-examination and the possibilities of obtaiving
fresh evidence from the most unexpected quarters, On reading the
~azes hereafter it will le sxn tlst the preblem has been onder io-



vestigation for over twenty-five years. The late Mr. V.. Rajwade
stated it first in the introduction of the fourth volume of his
“Materials for the History of the Marathas” published early
in the year 1900 and the lhate Mr.B.G. Tilak discussed it in
his paper (Kesari) in the April of that very year. In 1916 Mr. Tilak
raised the same question again when presenting to the Bharat-Itihas-
Samshodhak-Mandal a new document which bad come into his posses
sion. The date given in this document differed from the usually
accepted date by about three years, and striking though the an-
nouncement was, it was but coldly received at the time. New
evidence, since obtained, supported this document in & remarkable
manner and this needed careful sifting of all the available evidence
and that was done,

The bulletin, therefore, presentsa problem which bas beent dis-
tarbing the Maratha historians for over twenty five years and which
has been nnder close scrutiny for ten years at least. Whether the
conclusion becomes acceptable or not is another matter ; but there
is no doubt that a very strong case is made in favour of the year
1630 A. D.

1t is needless to add that these bulletins are essentially mons
technical compilations, their chief aim being the creation of interest
jn the subject, in the minds of laymen. They are not intended to
serve as source-hooks for the history of Mahrashtra, -although even
8 serious student of Maratha history may pofit by the many re-
ferences given.

N. B.~Readers not fomiliar with the Hindu ‘Calender wil do
well to read the Appendix first.
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APPENDIX,
The Hindu Calender.

Readers who are not familiar with the Hindu Calender may
find it somawhat difficult to follow the details, although care is
taken in every case ta make them self-explanatary, The following,
therefore, may prove useful,

The Hindu year consists of twelve Lunar months and is
approximately of 353 days. In three years, it thus lags behind
the Salar year by about 30 days and this lag is corrected by
having every third year, a year of thirteen months. The correction
is automatic and nsarly accurate. Each month th2 sun crosses a
zodiacal sign, but once in threc, years appears a Lunar month in
which this crossing doss not take place. It may take place, for inst-
ance, on the last day of the.preceding month and the first day of
the succeeding month. The month without a crossing is thus
an extra month and bears the nam: of the succzeding month,
Once (or twicz) in a century it also happens that the sun
crossas two zodical signs in the same Lunar month and then
month is passed over i. ¢, omitted. The year is thon of eleven
months only. B

In the Dzccan thay follow what is known as the Shilivdhan
era and the figures for a year are precaded by the word Shake.
This era begins about 78 years after ths Christian era and to
obtain ths Cristian from a Shaka year one must add to ths latter
79 or 78 according as ths month is approximately before or after
March, for ths naw year's day in the Daccan is somawhare about
varnal equinox. In ths North thzy follow th: Vikram era
which is distingnished by ths word Samval, This bagins about
56 years bafors Christ and to obtain ths Christian yzar from
a Samvat y=ar ons must subtract about 56 years. from ths latter.
Thz n3w year's day in this casz comss somawhere in Novembor.
Math-matical tablzs ars now availablz and w3 can find the Euro-
pean dates corresponding to the Shaka or Samvat datss and vice
versa from 1630 A, D. to 1900 A, D.

29
v



The Hindus also recognise a cycle of sixty years and each year
of this cycls (Samvatser) bears a name. This fact has been extreme-
ly ugaful to a research student of Mar3thd history. A number of
entries are discarded or arc treated as doubtful and wanting
corroboration because a wrong uame of the year is mentionsd.
For instance, Shake 1549 was Prabhav, but soms dbcumants give
Shake 1549 Raktakshi., Now either 1549 is wroug or Raktakshi
is wrong, or both arc wrong. Th: entry thereforc is not
trustworthy.

A year has twelve Lunar months® and a month has four weeks
and two fortnights. A week has seven days corresponding to the
seven week davs in the European calendar. The first fortnight
is called the bright half and ends on the Full-Moon day ; the
second fortuigit is called the dark half and ends ou the New-Moon
day. The whole month is a period between two New-Moon days
and consists of about 29 to 30 days.

[In somec places in northern Iudia, 8 mouth is a period
between two Full-Moou days. Their first half is the dark half
and the sccoud half is the bright half.  The month in the Deccan
is thus Amidnt, cnding on a New-Moon day; while that in
Northeru Iudia ‘s Purniminta, ending on a Fullmoon day.
(See Page 15).  Thus, the bright half ol Philgun would
be the same everywhere in India. but the dark half of
Phalgun in the Deccan would be the dark half of Chaitra in
the North. ]

Every day of u fortnight agaiu has a uame and the number of
days in a fortnight is not arbitrary but is made to depend on the
movements of the Moou through the heavens. The Hindu calendar
i9 thus a complex affair and this complexity also has helped a
research worker in Mahardshtra in no small measure. '

A day 1s the period from Sun-rise to Sun-rise aud is divided
iuto sixty equal parts called Ghatis,  Each Ghati is further
divided into sisty Palus, and euch Pala hae sisty Vipalas.
A Ghati is thus cqual to 40 minutes, and & Pala is equal to
40 Seconds.

* The pames of the months sre—Chaitrs, Vaishikh, Jyeshta, Ashidha,

Bbrivan, Bhidrsnada. dchwin, Kartkia, Murgashirehs, Psvshs, Mighs
Phiigun,
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Thus when « Hindu astronomer records the birth of a child
he gives : :

1. The numbzr of ths year { Shake or Samvat )
The nams of the year ( Samvatsar )
The nams of ths month. -
The nature of ths fortnight ( bright half or dark half
The day of the fortnight ( Tithi )
The week day _
Ths time of day, beginning from sunrise (Ghatis and Palas)
Ths position of ths moon at birth (Nakshatra)

If a particular entry gives all thess or most of these aud
mathamatical calculations show tham to bs all correct we can
without hesitation take it as genuine. For it is extremely :diffi-
cult to forgs an accurate entry. It can bs done only by a clever
mathsmatician armed with modsrn aids to calculation.

Ths dates in the Bakhars are all rejected for this reason ;
their details are hopelessly incorrect.

Ths date in ths Jedhs Chronicle which is the sams as that in
Shivbhrat or that in ths Jodhapur horoscope is accspted as cor-
ract, bacause it is mathamatically aceurate.

-

00 =3 o bl BT

24



BY THE SAME AUTHORS.

1N PREPARATION.

No. 2 The Battle of Panipat.
No. 3 The Life of Shahaji.”
No. 4 Pitfalls in History Research.

Book yonr orders avith
(x) Vishvanath Ganesh and Co., Poona.
(2) D.B. Taraporevala and Co., Fort, Bombay.
(3) Bombay Book-Depot, Girgaum, Bombay. -
(4) Oriental Books-supplying Agency, Poona,

Printed at the Aryabhushan Press, Poona City by A, V. Patvardhan
and Published by V. G. Tahmankar, Managing Director,
The Mahidrashtra Publishing House, Ltd.
Poona City,



