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A Slutckof HiaLifeandHis Workfor India. 

BIS FAMILY HISTORY. 

~ !R William Wedderburn was born in Edin­
cf' burgh on the 25th of March l838, being 

t.he third •an of Sir John Wedderburn 
oD the retired list of the Born bay Civil Service. 

:The liunily is an ancient one, the name of \Val­
, ter·de Wedderburn app~aring among the bar­
! ons of Seotland who signed what is known as 
·the " Ro.gman Roll " at Berwick-on-Tweed in 
1296. Members of the family were strong 
supporters of the Seottish Reformation during 
the 16th Century, and were the r~puted authors 
of tbe " Gnde and Godlie Ballatis ", and the 
"Complaynt of Scotland," which exercised an 

importallt influence on the •ide of the reform­
en. In the reign of Queen Asne, a ooronetcy 

. of Nova Scotia was conferred on the family. 
But during the rebellion in Scotland, Sir John 
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Wedderb= went out on the side of the S~ 
warts, and having been taken-prisoner after t~ 
hattie o£ C~Uoden, was tried for high . treaso1 
and executed on the 28th of November, 1741 
His eldest son John was Sir William's gran< 
futber. All a youth of 17 he fought at Qull• 
den, holding a commission in Lord Ogilviel 
regiment; so that Sir William can say (th 
case ia no doubt unique) that his grandfatb 
fought in ,a hattie on BritiMh soi1164 years ag~ 
In 1803, a new baronetcy, of the United Kin 
dom, was conferred on Sir William's predecesso 

All regards the family connection with Indi~ 
Sir William, some two yeers ago, wrote as fo1: 
Iowa: '' As long as I can remember anything 
I was destined for the Indian Civil Service. MJ 
father bad' served ao years in the Bombay 
Civil Service, which he entered in 1807, now 
100 years ago, beforeHaileyburyCollegeexist­
ed. My eldest brother John joined the Bengal 
Civ11 Service in 1844, by nomination to Hailey· 
bury, and served until his death in '1857, 
during the Indian Mutiny. But when my turn 
Cllllle, nominations to Haileybury bad ceased, 
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lith the delllise of the old East .ladi& ~ 
)lilly, so ~ l went to tndla as a 1 Competi· 
don• Walla,' jolningthe:Bombfty OlviiServloeln 
1860, and oontinniug a member of that •ervice 
DDtilmy rememeut in.l887. Th11S our family 
had a long and intimate connection with the 
Govemme11t service in India ; aud it will 
readily be understood tbat we all tookan ex­
ceeaive pride in thet service. For mysel£ I cen 
say that I always regatded thit beredltaty 
'?!'OfessiOil, which was also tbe profession ofmy 
1hoice, as the noblest cereer open to yontbful 
!*pirations. I lay some stress on this point, as 
it shciwa that i~ at various ~me,, I have eome. 
into collision with the dominant powers of the 
great Indian bureaucracy, the ce11Se must not 
be aonght in any inbred htmillt;y to the ser­
'riee, nor in any want of uprit iU CO'Jll'· In 
every way I ceme out to India under pleasing 
oircumstaneee. The friends ~[ my father and 
my brother were in high office, and wi!Hng to 
give me all reasonable ohancee of advance­
lll!lllt. Also, ali thet time there atill.existed 
among the seniors ill the eer'rioe some social 
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prejudice against the new race of Civilians, 
who were coming O)lt under the competition 
system ; so I found myself wlll'Dlly welcomefj 
aa one who, by successfully paasing through th1 
fiery ordeal (I took 3rd place in the list), bad 

· upheld the credit of the [old Anglo·India1 
families"· 

Sir William's own connection with IndL 
baa now continued unb1'0ken for half-s-een 
tury ; and his work may conveniently b 
notilie!l under three headings : (1) ms ollibl~ 
career in the Civil Service ; (2) his sympathy 
with Indian reform, especially aa ~ffecting tbe 
condition of the ryot; and (3) his work, afte1 
retirement from the service, in Parliament, 
and 88 Chairman of the British Committee of 
the Indian National Co~gress. 

Bl8 Ol'I'IClAL CAIU!ER, 

As regards (1) his official career, it must be 
eaid that his lines fell in pleaaant places : 
Under-Secretary to Government; Registra1 
of the mgh Court ; Judicial Commissioner in 
Sind; Secretary to Government in the Judi· 
cia!, Political, and Educational Departments 
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and Judg~~ · of the High Court ; of all these 
eo'vek!d and inauentlal ·appoilltments, he en• 
joyed hit full share, after he ba~ served hit 
appnmtioeflhip as one of tbe 1811k and llle in tba. 
mofllasil. lrl connectiOn with his political 
work, one or two points may be uoticed. Sir 
William held pronouaced Yiewa ia favour of 
etreagtbeuing the position of Iridian princes, 
He considered tlult the Ind!au people 1l'el'8 

happiest under a wall-admilliaterei Native 
State, where, 1i:ee from the evils · of overoeu• 
traliRation, loosl feelings ooald ~ heat con• 
ealk!d, aud loosl resonross most' eft'ectively 
developed. To these )iewa he wu able to give 
eft'ect wheu in llhatg~~ of the Poliliical Depart­
meat, under sympathetic Governors like Su 
Seymour Fitzgerald and Lon! Rasy ; and b1 
thus took pert in eetabliehlng (a.) the RaJ 
knllllll' College at Rajko~ under Mr. Oheste 
lllaonaghten ; (b) ~he Joint Adminietretion a 
Bbaullagar, under Mr. Percival and :Ml 
Gaurillbankar, the distinguished Millisterof tb 
late Maharaja l and (c) the Gnaia Court tc 
Katbiawad, These massuras all tended to gil 
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strength and permanence . to the administll!· 
tion of the Slates concerned. The Grlll8ia 
Court, a tribunal mainly ,representative of the 
reigning chiefs, di1pcsed finally of the dis· 
putes between the chiefs and their feudatories' 
disputes which had. long agitated Katbiawad, 
and led to outlawry and brigandage. The 
Joint Administration of Bhsunagar was a new 
experiment. Hitherto during a minority, 
Native States had been placed in the charge 
ofa Political Officer, who often made vital 
changes in the existing system, thus breaking 
the continuity of the chiers administration. On 
tb'e ot.ber hand the Joint Administration, by 
exercising the usus! powers of a Durbar, pre­
served the continuity of the State tradition, 
while securing a general accordance wlth the 
spirit of British policy. Lastly, the Rajknmar 
College, by giving the young chiefs a sound 
education, laid the foundations in ea~h State 
for a stable.and enlightened rqle.' In connee· 
tion with his career on the Bench of the 
Bombay High Conrt it may be sntlioient to 
aay that he won the confidence of the people 
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~y his adamantine impartiality as . much 
!IS by his benignity and coartesy. Sitting on 
the Appel(ate Bench with his Indian colleague, 
the first of his race, the late Mr. Nanabhai 
Haridass, he bad often thedisagreaablenecessity 
to enhance' sentences of a most inadequate 
character;passed ~ythe DistrictJ udges-senten­
ces altogether most disproportionate to the 
crime committed. These light sentences had 
scandalised the Indian community and to Sir 
William and his colleague ~eloug the ·high 
credit of having effectually put an end to th& 
scandal, They were nicknamed "Enhance­
ment Judges" by a section of the rabid Press, 
but everybody knew how they had greatly im­
proved the administration of criminal jnstie& 
in the Mofuesil. The Session Judges, were­
made to remain on their good behaviour. When 
Sit William left; the' service in April, 1887, the 
Government of Lord Reay. issued a Gazette 
Extraordinary upressing ~et at his retire­
ment: " Sir W. Wedderblll'n hBII been inti­
mately associated with the Govemment as 
Acting Chief Secretary, and for a short time 
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as Member of Council. And it is a great 
pleasure to His Excellency in Council to all' 
knowledge the talnable ·assistance and advice 
for which he has been indebted to bim, both 
as a Secretary and as a colleaguP. , ; His 
enthusiasm in the cause of education, and his 
anxiety to promote all measures which would, 
in his opinion, conduce to th~ moral and 
material progress of the natives of this conn~ 
try, have, as His Excellency in Council' be­
lieve8, won for Sir W. Wedderburn the con· 
fidence and t)le gratitude of those in whose 
cause he he.s laboured." It is plee.sing to 
record that for the strenuous service he render- . 

,ed to the cause of India and the active sym· 
pathy Sir William uniformly displayed to­

wards their legitimate ambition and aspira· 
tion, the grateful people of Bombay voted 
him a handsome purse. Part of the moneys 
subscribed w~re devoted to an oil·painting of 
Sir William and the bnlk was handed over to 
the Bombay Presidency Association as the 
nucleus of a permanent fund, the income of 
which was to be utilised in the politica~ ad· 
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vaneement of the people of this Presidency. 

The portrait costh•g 600 Guineas was painted 
by Mr. Herkomer. It is a speaking likeness 

of the great and conscientious Englishman 
and adorns the rooms of the Bombay Presi­

dency Association. 
HIS WORK AS AN INDIAN RF.FORMER .. 

Leaving now the snbject of official services, 

we come to (2) Sir William's personal work in 

, India, when co-operating with Indian reformers. 
He had the advantage of familiar converse with 
more th~n one generation of Indian rpformers. 

Among the early pioneers in Bombay were ~lr. 

S. S. Bengalee, Mr. Nowrozjee Furdonjee, Mr. 

Dadabhai Naoroji, Dr. Bhau Daji, Sir Mangal­
das Nathu!)hai, and Rao Saheb Wishwanath 

Narayan Mandlik. Then followed Mr. Justice 

Rana.de, and the distinguished triumvirs, 
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, Mr.JusticeTelang,nnd 

Mr. Justice Tyabji, who repres;mted the cordial 

alliance of Parsee, Hindu and Moslem, bound 
together as Indians for the cause of India. In 

' conference with advisers so well understanding 

the condition of the people, and also with the 
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younger generation of ~ducated men, Sir 
William soon began to Jearn where the Indian 
shoe pinches, and to realise that the desti• 
tntion of the masses is 'the• one great fact of 
the Indian problem, In searching for the 
causes•of this lllcesaive poverty, and the 
practical remedies, he found himself in agree­
ment with his Indian' friends, who prescribed 
as among the most immediate requirements, 
the limitation of the Government demand ; 
the provision of agricultural capital at moder­
ate rates ; and the settlement of disputes 
without expense by friendly arbitration, in tbe 
place of litigation in the Civil Covrlll. Accord­
ingly he brought forward (A) a scheme for·a 
pennanent settlement in the Dekl\ban ; and 
Iabourad to establisb,(B) a pioneer agricultund 
bank ; and also to place upon a firm 'basis, 
(0) the system of " Lriwad " or Conciliation 
Co,rts, organised by his friend Mr. 'Ganesh 
Wasedec Joohi. It was whan at work on these 
practical remedies that he first came pain· 
fully into collision with the machinery of the 
great centralised departments, which have, 
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• 
practically ab!!Orbed all authority in the ad· 
ministration. ~e consequent fate.of the tw 
schemes noted above 'may brielly be nlll'l'llted. 
(A.) The proposed permanent settlement was­
based on the old law of Manu, nuder which the 
ryot paid his revanae in kind, as a fixed shiU'Il' 
of the gross produce. Sir James Ce.ird, as one o£ 
the Famine Commissioners, had recom• 
mended that in a few selected village$ 
experiments should be made on trus.' 
biiBis ; and accordingly Sir W. W edderbnm 
organised an experiment in a village near 
Ahmednagar, the proposal being that the ryot 
should give to the Government in kind H 6th 
of the ~ produce, with the option of paying 
a fixed qnit rent in casb, when, by l't!llllon of 
his impro~ements, it was ~vantageons for him 
to do so. In organising this experimentmuch 
assistance was given by the American Mission&· 
ries, who cultivated a considerable amount of 
land held lrom Government on the nsnal 
terms, and who were willing to be resp~naible 

for the arrangement with the villagm. All 
parties oonoerned were pleased with theiiCheme,. 
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and the Collector of the District forwarded it 
to the, Government with an expression of his 
approval. The scheme would have freed the 
ryot from the power of the money-lender, and 
' would have provided an increasing revenue to 
<lovern~nt. It might therefore have been 
expected that the propceed experiment woUld 
have been welcomed by the authoriti~, 'But 
this was not so. Tha Collector, who . sent up 
the scheme was sharply ~ebuked for seeking to 
interfere with the existing Ol'der of things; 1md 
the proposal was nipped in the bud, A subse­
(j,Dent atte~pt met with a similar fate. But 
it may be noted that B:. B:. the Gaekw~r has 
in the last few years inaugurated an nperi­
ment on these lines cander the manMgement of 
bis Revenue Secretary, the lamented Mr. 
Romesh Chunder Dutt • .. 

,(B) '.rhe scheme for establishing a pioneer 
Agricultural Bank at Saswad, near Poona, bad 
a more fortunate aateer, and was. only wrecked 
when it reached the India Office in London. 
The'object of the pro10oters was, to provide for 
the settlement of old debts; to restore the 
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friendly relations betvreen the ryots and th& 
money· lenders; to secure the hearty co-opera· 
tion of both these c18SIIes ; and to indnce th& 
local capitalists to give their :financial support 
to an Agricultural Bank on the lines of those 
which had achieved such a· brilliant success 
among the rural popmations of Europe. After · 
much careful enquiry ,and many local meetings, 
all parties agreed to co-operate. · ·A publio 
meeting was then held at Poona, under the 
presidency or the Colleotor of the district. 
resolutions were passed fo~ the estab­
lishment of an · Agricnltnral Bank, an~. 
an inliuential Committee was appoinll­
ed. This Committee waited upon ,~he 
Governor (Sir James Fergusson) ~nd set forth 
their propoEals for an uperimental ba~k a~ 
Saawad in the Pnrandher Talnka. His ,l!."xeel· 
Ieney received the deputation in a vert coidial 
manner, e;pressed himself favolll'llblr to the 
scheme, and agreed to forward it to th& 
Government or India. The Marqwl8 of Ripon 
was then Viceroy, and Sir Evelyn11laring (now 
Lord er~mer) who was Finanoe 1.Iinister, . bad 
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personal experienee of Agricultural Banks, so, 
tbat the Poooa scheme received immediate and 
sympathetio co~sideration ; and a very import-
11Dt despatch dated December 5, 1882 was sent' 
from Simi~ to the llombey Government. SuiJ.I 
,ject to certain minor conditions, the Govern· 
:ment of India acoepted the Poona proposals. 
'They were willing'to appoint a Commission for 
tbeliquidation of theryot.s' debts within a Jimi~ 
ed experimental area; th~y IVOI!ld advance thr 
oasb (some Gl lakhs) necessary to componnr 
the old debta; and they would conoede to th~ 
hank the privilege oll'etl>vering the advances. 
~hrough the revenue oflk-ers on the same foot· 
h.'$118 advances made by the Government. In 
co~ousion, the Government of India, stated 
tha\ they attaohed very great importance to th1 
~ent, and asked the Bombay Governmen 
1o nn~ the working of the mea.;ur~. To. 
thiS th Bombay Government agreed ; and on 
the Slst of May, 18841 an unanimous despatch, 
signed by the Viceroy and hi3 oolleaguea, Will 

. forwarded ~ England, asking the aanction oi 
the -~ of State to the proposed experi· 
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mt: "We are anlious," they eaid, " to give 
eft'ect to a scheme whioh we believe to be advo­
cated on purely disinterested grounds; which 
can under the experi~~~e~~tal COilditions ~posed 
lie carefully watched, and which is libly, if 
sueceseful, to be productive of mneh hene1it to 
the oonntry.• A long and wwisonle corre.s· 
ponden" followed. Tb11 india Ollioe milled 
every sort of theol!etical object.ion ; and 1inally 
in August;, 1887, in reply to a question of Mr. 
Samuel Smith in the House of Qomltlona, flllt­
ly refused to allow the el'ptriment tO be made. 
But ""i8 preacleril:eiii1r'W!s~om of that scheme, 
atfange to say, has now been aclmowledg.!(lt 
The Credit Co-operative Societies are the fore­
rnnnera but India is DOW within a mea811table 
distance of the eetabliah~~~e~~t of Agriollitaral 
Banks, more or lese on tbe prioclpl'!ll ot the · 
Egyptia~. The fossils ot bureaiiCraoy have betll 
obliged by the whfiliglg of Time to llllbelld. 

( 0) There remeius to notice the oase ot tbe 
Arbit~ion Courts. The proposal IVllll to . 
refive the old Maluatt.a eystem· of Ram 
Sheabi and NAIIII Fmavis, under which 
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no dispul~ came More a Judg~ until every 
form of arbitration bad been tried, and failed. 
Tbe "Pancbnyat "system is dm to the Indian 
mind, 88 exemplifi~d by the pbTIISe " Panch 
Parameswara ",an t.stern equivalent of "Vox 
populi, vox Dei"; ,and in 1876, a strong 
movement was lni~ated by that noble old 
patriot Mr. Gllneah Wasedeo Josbl and his 
friends, which resulted in the establishment of 
" Lawad " or Arbitration Courts in Poona, 
Satara,Sholapur, Ahmedmagar, Tbanna, Ratna· 
giri,NMik, and Ahmedabad, with Branch Courts 
at the smaller towns. In the Poona Court 
alone 3,000 suits were dispo,sed of in the first 
two years, with gmt satisfaotion to all parties 
conoerned. &ir W. Wedderbum, who, aa a 
District Judge, had painful experience of the 
ruin brought on the agriculturists by litigation 
in the Civil Courts, WBS anions to give com· 
pleteness and permanenoe to these voluntary 
Al'bitration Courts, by incorporating them ln 
our judicial eyatem; and in order to give shape 
to the project, a large and representative pnb­
lio meeting waa held in the Town Hell at 
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Po~na, when a . Co.mmittee was appointed to 
prepare a ~mft bill and ~eport. The Committee 
.consisted of seven Subo!'dioate Judges, two pen· 
sioned Suborilinate Judges, two pensifed 
Bevenue Officers, three Pleaders, two Bauliers, 
and an Edito,r; all practical men deeply inte­
rested in the welfare of the rural population., 
Briefly stated, the biU, as ultimately approved, 
provided that all suits should, in .the first in· 
stance, be brought in an arbitmtion court; and 
if either party was dissatisfied, the case was to 
be finally disposed of by the Suboroinate Judge, 
going on circuit, and sitting with the arbitm• 
tors who had originally d~11lt with the case. 
One would have supposed . that . a practical 
scheme of this sort, stamped with popular ap­
proval, would hAve at least obtained .careful 
consideration from the autho~ties. Not so. The 
popular movement in favour of conciliation was 
discountenanced by the Government of Sir 
Bichard Temple; .the A~p duty upon arbitm· 
tion awards was increased ; and each of the 
Subo!'dinate Judges who had taken part in th~ 
scheme was separately repriman~ed •. 

. 2 • 
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These attempts to deal with rural distress 
have been shown in some detail, in the hope 
and belief that these and similar propo· 
sal\ for the ·relief of ~he ryot will receive 
from the reformed Councils careful and symps· 
thetic consideration. 

Sir W. Wedderburn was much interested in 
education, especially Female Education. At 
K111'1'Behee in 1880, the " Wedderburn Hindu 
Girls ' School " was established to commemo­
rate his connection with Sind ; and in 1884 be 
co-operated with Rao Bahednr Mahadeo Govind ~ 
Ranade in founding the High School for Girls 
at Poona. As Agent for Sirdars in the De~· 
khan, he addressed the assembled Chiefs on the 
subject at the Annual Birthday Durbsr, and 
obtained from them liberal anpport ; he him· 
self contributing Ra. I 0,000 to found a scholar­
ship in m'emory of his brother Sir David. 

In 1885 Sir William, as a coadjutor of Mr. 
A. 0. Hnme and Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee took 
}l&tt in organizing at Bombay the first session 
of the Indian National Congress, an epoch· 
making event, As showing the apil:it in which 
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the movement was initiated, it may be men­
tioned that the Viceroy, Lord Dufferin, was 
approached, with a view to the meeting being 
held under the presidency of Lord Reay, then 
Governor of Bombay. Lord Dufferin approved 
the proposal as showing the desire of the Con­
gress to work in .complete harmony with the 
authorities, but he pointed out that many diffi­
culties would be involved if a high official pre­

sided over such an assembly. The idea was 
therefore abandoned, but none the less the 
first Congress was opened with the fl"iendly 
sympathy of the highest authorities. In the 
same way Lord Lansdowne a few years later, 
declared that the Congress movement was . 
" perfectly legitimate," and enjoined upon 
Government servl).nts to abstain from int.erfer­
ence. Unfortunately such a policy of friend­
ly neutrality did not commend itself to the 
dominant faction of officials, and the friends of 

the Congress were made to feel that ofli,;ial dis­
pleasure awaited those who , supported . th!s 

organised movement towards an advance in 
self-government. 
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SEBVIOI!\, · 

, "In retuming to EngiBlid,. Sir William's spe­
cial object in life was to co-operate wi~h the 
Indian National Oongrell& ·in obtaining . for 
indians a f.air share in the management of their 
·own atfairs: From his OWll experience he was 
convinced that no. help in 16lii direction could 
he expeeted i!pm official in!lnences in India. 
Q.uite the oonttiry. Originally he waa in· 
olined to believe in the Indian Civil Service aa 
the cmlained instrument of India's regenm: 
tion : he was proud to take part in en adminis­
tration JWb)cb was to bring peace and plenty 
to the masses; and, as it were by the touch of 
Ithurie\'~ spear, . to revive th$ ancient' arts, 
·and industries, and laaming of.the Eaat, while 
fteely offering to those who desired it, the edn· 
cation and scieni:e. of the West. Such. was the 
dream of youtbCul enthi!Siaam, Unfortunately 
it was' but a dream.- What was .the reality~ 
The fault was not .with the .. indi.vidnals .who ' 
·formed the seni.ce; it waa.the syslienl that was 
in fault, a eystem tainted with. the. vi~s,P1sepa· 
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rable from bmea11Cl'&tic' dolllination : a · rigid 
mechanism, highly centraliNed, seeret, ~rre~~, 

· ponsible, and intolerant of outside criticism 
and suggestion, : 

·Reformers ccald not expect help to procee4 
from this stronghold of official privilege : too 
unsympathetic to ·persuade ; too ·powerful to 
ccerce. But if a frontal attack could only end 
in. disaster, much might be ac'complished by a 
flanking movement, For,.:though the Secre­
tary of State might be inaccessible as tbe head 
of a great official adlninistration, he is ap.• 
proscbable, and subject to. persuasion, from 
the House of Commons, and . the British el­
tor. As regards India, he is an antoorat ; as 
regards Britis)l·statesmanship he is a member 

·of a Cabinet depending for its existence on the · 
vote of the House of Commons ; ·the Honse of 
Commons being in i~ tam .dependent on the 
British eleetorate. The appeal therefore moSt 
be made to the. democracy, which, if it onder­
stands tbe facts, will have both the power and 
the' will to do justice to India. 4ccordingly, 
the plan of campaign which Sir William bas 
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steadily pressed ilpon his Indian friends is,1 to 
carry OD the Work of organisation and propa• 
ganda simultaneously in Indifland in England; 
both are equally important. In In~.ia the ob-

. ject has been to develop, ·by means of the 
Indian National Congress, an approved pro­
gramm~ ofreforrns, founded ·upon tb.e wi~est 
Bllperience and the wisest counsels available 
under existing condil!~ns. This has been 
done ; and the Congress programme has 
tiecome the brief, which the friends of India, 
working with the British Committee of the 
Indian National Congress; have been forcing on 
the attention of the British public, by means 
of Parliament, the Platform, and the Press. In 
all these activities Sir William has taken a 

· leading pad. As regards the work in India, be 
returned to Bombay in 1889 as Presi~ent of 
the 5th Congress, baing accompanied tby Mr. 
Bradlaugh, who had given his powerful aid to 
the cause of India. Again, in 1904 be accom· 
panied. Sir Henry Cotton, who had been elect­
ed President, when be reeaived a most cordial 
welcome both in Bombay and Madras. In 



SIR WU.LUM WEQDEBBUIIN1 BAIIT, 23 

En«! and he has kept touch with India through 
the British Committee, of which he has always 
been Chai)'lllan. And in '1893 he obtained a 
seat in the Honse of Commons for the County 
of Banff, ~his he retained until 1900, when 
he retired. The reasons of his retirement are 
stated as ·follows in a letter which, jointly 
with Mr. Rume and Mr. Dadabbai Naoroji, he 
addressed to the President of t)le Indian Na­
tional Congress: "The work in, England is 
great and difficult, and the workers !lfe few; 
and these are overtaxed both as to physical 
endurance and financial resources. That is 
why one of us who now address yon (Sir W. 
Wedderbu!D) bas been driven to retire from 
Parliament., For seven ,years he bas had a 
double burden ; direct work for India; to­
·gether with the wear nnd tear of contested 
electi011s, care for the special interests of his 
constituents, and the multifarious duties of 
parliamentary life. He, has found it not pos­
sible to continue this double burden, and bas 
·therefore, with great reluctance, for the pre­
·sent retired from the Honse of Commons, in 



24' Sll\ WILLUM WEDDEBBUIUI, BAl\T, · 

~ider to economise bisl'll$0urces for the direct 
work on behalf o£ India." It must be mentioned· 
here, in bare j118tioe to Sir William, that be 
JiBS iip6Dt over a lakh of rupees from 
his own pocket in a variety of ways with the 
tole and excl118ive object of advancing the 
moral 'and material well·being of the Indian 
people. His left band bas not known what· 
his right band did. When ~t the Bombay 
Congress, Mr. D. E. Wacha, th11Joint-General 
Secretary, referred to t.be heavy aelf·sacrifioe 
undergone by Sir William in the cause of 
the Indfun people, tile approbation with which 
the entire 8B9embly received his remarks was 
bnt a small recompense lor his magnificent ~nd­
selfless services, Dnring his time in 
Parliament be organised an Indian PRrlia· 
mentary Committee, consisting of about 120 

· members, pledged to give attention to Indian 
&trairs, and to see jnstioe done. or this Com· 
lllittee he ih.s elected Chairman, and on vari· 
oui occasions weighty representations, on 
financial and other questions, were addressed 
to the Secretory of State on behalf of the 

1 
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COmmitte&.' lu: 1895 Mr. Dadabhai Naoro.l4 
with the help of the Qmlinittee, obtained the 
appointment of a Royal Commission nnder 
Lord Welby to enqnirll into Indian expenditure 
and the tlnancial relations of India with the 
Jltitish Empire. Dllring the five yeal'll for 
which the Royal Commission lasted, the case 
for India was laborionsly kept to the front by 
the minority of the Commission (Sir. William 
Wedderhlll'lli Mr. Caine, and Mr. Dlldabhai 

· Naoroji), who represented Congress view. 
Valuable evidence wa$ obtained from Indian 
witnesses; and the Indian viAw received pub­
lic and official recognition in the Minority re­
port. }Iansard's reportS will show that, duri11g 
his time in Parliam~nt., Sir Willilllll lost no 
opportunity of defending Indian interests, hnt 
it ·may be· noted thnt he vehemently protested 
against the political and military aggressions 
on the north·we.•t fron~ier, and denounced tbe 
breach of faith which Will! committed when 

. aftlor the reliiofChitral, Lord Elgin's Govern· 
ment ti1!led to emnnte tlie territories of the 
frontier tribes, as ~hey had solemnly promised 
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to do. In summarising the work.' done py 
frisuds of India in England, there· remain to 

·notice the aotivilies in the Press, and on ·the 
platform. As regards the Press, the British 
Committee of the Indian National1 Congress 
established "India" as a first clw weekly 
journal, which gives full and special reports of 
Indian Parliamentary debates, and of Indian 
meetings, which forms a store house of facts and 
argll!Dents for journalists and spaakere through• 
out the oountry, and which keeps before the 
British public the Indian view of current events. 
In l904 it was thought desirable r-o· separaie 
the journal (financially, not politically) from 
the British Committe!', and the " India'' N ewso 
paper Company, Limited, was formed to carry 
on the enterprise. Of this Company, Sir W. 
Wedderburn became the C)lairman. .As re­

glllds the use of the platform, Sir William bP 
always attached the greatest . importance to 
Indians staling their case at first band to Bri· 
tish audiences, and he constau'tly urged the 
despatch to England of qualified and accredited 
Indinn• delfgatea, both to address public rneet· 

. \ 
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· iugs, and ali!O to make use of sOCial opportuni• 
ties to s_pread 00!11lCt views about India. Such 
ocCMions were provided for the delegates when 
Sir William invited Members of Parliament; 
and other iiiiluentlal ~on-s to m~~ tbem at. 
his friendly breakfasts at the Westminster 
Palace Hotel., Tbe brilliant success of Mr; 
Gokhale and Mr. Surendranath ·Banneljea · in 
very critical times showed the great value or 
such visits, and it is only to he regretted 1 that 
a permanent delegation of qualified· Indian& 
bas not been retained permanently at the seat 
of power. It may be here added thst Sir­
Willi~m hal', all through these 20 years and 
more, been in almost weekly correspondenc& 
with leading Indians like Mr. D. E. Wacha. • 
and Mr. G. K. Gokbale keeping himself well 
in touch with all Congress affaira and Indian 
pnblic opinion. 

During the recurrence of famines, Sir Wil· 
liam periodically brought forwsrd a motion ~n 
tlie House of Commons to the following etrect : 
" That looking to the grievous snlferinga en• 
dared by the people of India, this Houl!e is or 
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~inion that a detailed and searching villaga 
enquiry should be insMtuted, in order to ascer­
tain the wuses which blight the industry of 
the oultivatom, and render them helpless to ~ 
eist even the first attacks of famine and pesti· 
lence.• This motion was always negatived at 
the instance of Lord George Hamilton; the 
Secretary of State for India. ' So after leavin~ 
Parliament, Sir William organizep the Indian 
Famine Union, with Lord Courtney as Chair-' 
man, on a purely economic basis for the speci· 
iic object ofinvestigating the causes of Indian 
famines, and promoting possible means of pre­
vention. The Union met with great public 
enpport ; meetings were held ; and a memorial 
:adopted asking the Secretary of State for India 
to cause a detailed enquiry. to be carried out in 
eelected typical villages in each of the provine­
es aft'ected by the famine, witb.a view to as· 
wtain the actuel condition of the cultivator, 
end to suggest means by which he may be en• 
ebled be iter to withstand the attiicks of famine. 
'This ,memorial was signed by a large number 
-of the most inBuentlid persons in the United 
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KiDgdom, including the highest dignitaries.Q( 
the Church, headed b)1 the · Archbishop of 
C&nterbury and the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Westminster, Members of both· Honses of 
Parliament of all .shades . of pclitical . opinion~ 
retired Indian otlicluls, C!viland Military, who· 
had held the highest offices under the Crown, 
Heads of Colleges, literary men and women or , 
distinction, Mayors and. Provosts of towns, 
Chairmen of County Councils, a11d ]:'residents 
of Chambers of Commerce. There could hardly 
be a more representative body of memorialists, 
and what they asked for was something not 
only easy and simple, but absolutely necessary; 
for there was no agreement as to the actual 
condition of the ryot, the otliciale alleging that 

1 ·he was prosperous, and increasing in prosperity; 
while'all Indian opinion held that he was cbroni· 
cally on the verge of starvation. It.seems: almost; 
incredible that such a request, so made, shoulcl 
be · refused. But so jt · WSS; • Lord ~ge 
Hamilton refused $I'M to receiYe II deputation 
.,on the subject, though' it .-w~ :to-. be 'headed ·h.t 
no;lesn ·personage than theMaxqnis p_£ Ripoli, 
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f.D ex· Viceroy of India. A diagnosis of the 
patient is the first step towards scientific treat· 
ment ; and it is a matter for great satisfac· 
tion that Sir William has1 no intention of 
81\owing this question of the condi!Jon of the 
masses to be dropped. He feels sure that the 
matter will be taken ·up when tl•e new 
Councils in India have had time ·to settle to 
their work. 

During the swnmer of 1908 Sir William 
had a somewhat severe attack of illness. From 
this he made a good recovery, but he has 
been recommended to spend his winters 
.abroad. This does not mean that he has in 
any way stopped his work for India, for though 
living sev~ral miles away !'rom London, he 
mntinues his interest in Indian .afl'airs by 
timely representations to responsible English 
politicians in power, by communications to the 
Press and regular oorrespondence with his 
many friends in India. . 

The members of the Indian Civil Service 811 

a class have won jnet distinction for integrity, 
industry, and zeal 'for the good of the Indian 
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people. Si~ William W8.9 amongst the few who 
added to these qualities genuine appreciation, 
and love. of those who!Jl they served devotedly, 

· In all matters he gave the first . and foremost 
thought to the interests of the people. Those 
of.his seflflce he would consider it his duty to 
subordinate when necest>&ty. His own he 
surrendered with the unhesitating cheerfulness 
of tlie true sacrificer. It was part of biB nature 
to treat the Indians with the considerateaess due 
to equals and the tenderness due to those who 
felt that they were politically subordinate. In 
one of his r~cent messages to his Eastern breth· · 
ren he laments the anti·Engli!lh feeling that bas 
been a marked feature of'one school ofindian 
agitation,and exhorts them to seek the glory of 
beingperhaps the onlynation on earth to ground 
their political aspirations on the basis of a com· 
mon humanity, Therein he . strikes a note 
that cannot but evoke a sympathetic echo 
in the heart of many an Indian who has learn­
,ed to regard hls country as the teacher of 
true spirituality to the world. In other ways, 
too, Sir William Wedderburn ilia hero after the 
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Hindu's heart. The most genuine philanthro; 
pist of the West is often a bustling individual, 
oonstantly adding up hill deeds and strain-

, ing hill ears to the sound of popular praise. The 
perfect self-effacement, the sage-like forgiving· 
ness and sarenity of spirit of Sir William ar11 
virtues whicli we conllider peculiarly ours, and 
without which, in our eyes, the grMtest men , 

, lack the supreme element .or grtatness, 



APPENDIX. 

8eleotionil from 8ir William Wedderburn's 
Speeches and Writings. ' 

I. Parliamentary Inquiry into Indian 
AJI'airs.* ' 

Tho flrat. oo..,ion on which Parliament inlerlered 
acthcly in tho a.Jaira of tho East India Company waa in 
1778, when, under Lord North's admillisll'alion, the 
llogulaliog Act waa pas~sd, and ao attempt was madato 
plaCe • control on the (.',overoment in Calcutta. The 
experimeot was nola aucceas; and in 1782aod 1788,two 
Comtaitlieea ot the House of Commons were appointed, 
one preaided over by Mr. Edmund Burks, aod the other 
by Mr. Dundaa; aod theao two Committees made not 
less than 17 Reports, alloondemnalory of the Company's' 
Governman~ Upon these reports tho Houao ol Com­
mons paessd resolutions lor the lmmadlote dismiaslll ol 
the Governor-General and the Cbiet Jnelioe ol Sonpl; 
tbo situation. being thn• deaorihod by tho B~ lfoo, 
W.lllwey ill hia History of llingland nuder George 
III:-

Tha Company lay under aoouoatiou of having orueUJ 
and aoandllloualy abused tho privil'£"' of rnlbl'll. Thetr 
Prln:cipa\aervaats h&d. beau inoulpat&d of gross ma):rer-­
satiou by a Q.Danimol18 resolution of the House ot Com­
mona; and the Company had neverlhllleoa upheld their 
om ..... in opile ol the opinion ol Parliament and of the 
Minister ol the Crown .. , . . Nor had the Company 
puruboaecl material prooperity by the open violation nl 

• Reprint !rom J'tl4fo. 
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lhe principles ·on which· cinl govel'lllllonl; noy, aoe~iety 
itaell, io haaecl. Plunder 011d extortion bad only relieved 
lhelt immediate and temporary exigenoles. The ordinal')' 
,..o...., ollndia """ unequal to ,.lioly lho sreec!Y 
advenlu"" who were apre.d ovor tho land, and to 
maintain tho Jllilitary to"" whioh ,... • ......,.,.to sup­
port an Qt'bitrary ana iniqtdtous G>verument. The 
Company, lbmlore, oame hi!oro Farliamont .. dolin• 
quenta who hai gro881y abused their !root, and .. bank· 
rupto who were nnableto perform tbllir engagements. 

Such being lbo oondilion of aftaira, India formed lbe 
moat promioonltopio in tho King'o Speech on opening 
the autumnal S..aion ol 1783; and a low day• later Mr. 
Fox introdueed bia tamouo India Bil~ . to auopond the 
powel'll oUbe ComPI:JlY, and to bring ~be a.ttairs of 
India under oonolilulional oontrot In 1784, Ibis Bill 
11 for the better goverrnnent of India " waa passed 
through lhe Bonae of Common& by a majority or more 
than \wo to one in etery division. .And 1f it had becomo 
la", a strong od independent Parliamentary control 
would bm bien estabHohed over the E:teoutive in bdia. 
Unhappily, tho progMs of the relormero .,.. otopped. 
by llui !aU of tho Co&litionlolillistry ; and the taok of 
putring a bit and a bridle in the mouth ol tho groat 
lndi10 bu'""u<lriO¢!' I.'OIIlliol un!uiJIUecl to tho preoent 
day. . ' 

Mr. Pitt, who ...t oamo into power, paooed bia India 
Bn~ wbiob establiebod t.be Hoerd ol Conltol, tho Presi­
donloflhn Board being alolilllollll' of the· Crown. Bo 
thuo prondod lor syot.om&llo inlerfereoco in tho al!airo 
of tho Company ; and in 1193, Mr. Donilu, then l'ro­
oidont ollhn Board ol Control, took advao~o ol tho 
renomol oltho Company'a Cbertor for • penod ol 1!0 
yoara, to oonoolidat.o lllllbo exioilng onaotmonta, thua 
oe~mploting lbo!abrio of tho dual government by the 
Board ol Conlrol and lhn Contt ol Ilireotore, which 
!aotecl aomo 60 !"" !rom lhio data, · 

A limilar Parli.,.ontary enquiry woa bold before the 
reoewlll of tho Cbextor in 1813, lhn ,....llol wbfoh waa 
lilallhn oommor<lial monopoll wbich lhn Eaal India 
Com~~ enjoyed with rogu<1 1o India and Cb.i .. , wu 
aboU-. . 



Agaio, io 1888, when the Charter WA8 ,...owed, the 
memonble Act Willi p .. ud by whiob it IY1III ~ .. lai'Gd that 
Natirea ol lndill, M~lOUt regan! to <jPionr, a ..... t ., 
l'llligion, should bo eligible to erecy olllce uudor the (lor. 
ernmont whlob their eduoaliou and aoquir<llllOo!o might 
qaalilytbem to flit, ' 

Fioallv, thei'G w .. tbe enquiry whioh pi'GDaded tbt,. 
oewat o( the Charter iu 1868; M enquiry whlah led to 
many henedoial "'forms, iooloding the aboli~on ol pal­
ro~age io lbe Jodi.. Ci'lil SorviM, the oppoiutmoota 
boi•g thrown opeu to public oompetition. 

From the abor& Dleagt'e B\\mDU\ey wo cart see the im~ 
mense henellt that India derired !rom such periodical 
riLdiamentary enquirieJ; the objoat or thGSe enquiries 
beiog, Bra~ to aooertein the f&ets M to the condition, 
the WMlts, aod the IIBpir&tiops c.t, the people ; and, 
eeocmcUy1 to deoide how those waot.s and upirations 
oan boat be met, with beneBt to ott concerned, llrperi· 
.. ,. shows that m ,.oh period ol20 Y'""' mah coodi· 
tioos had ariaen, and material slt:.er:a.tiona bect.tne necta~ 
Blry both in the lrawework of the gorernmeot ~:MChioe 
and in :modes of e.dmin~on, in order to moot the 
ao~ial and politico! deretopmento of tho people. Bnt 
tb" <ierotopment and progre41 hM beeo muoh more 
rapid during tho hall·century whioh b .. elapsed olnco 
tho enguiry ol 1853. Whllt baa been done oinoe thon 
to roaluso tbG aituation 1 to provide redl'W!s of grieT .. 
••.,.; to oonlrol tho omoial antooraey ; .. d to aatiof) 

· tho natural aspirations of lho people for aoll-gorern· 
men~ a~mulated M it hao henn by tho education and 
tho contoct of Wostern uotlous? Much waa hoped lor 
in 1808, when the old Eaat lodia CompODy waa dis· 
.. tabliBbed, .. a the dir .. t &dminiolra~on Willi eeeu"""' 
by the Crown. But ~rhal h .. been tho practiCAl ,..ult? 
Tho tl•oory, oloouts&, is that lho Seoretar)' ot State lor 
India is ,..ponsibte to, and aoboniioate 1<1, Parliamen~ 
.. a lhot ip dealing with lndion oomplainl8 ho ooonpi"' • 
.position of judicial impar!Wity. · But IbM is altogether 
• olol.,.ion. • Tho &mtar)' of Stalo lor Iodi., being 
baclte<! by the lliniaterial majOI'ily, Ia In ludiao mat­
lero.11 P""UCA!Iy the muter, oot the -~ ot lhe 

ouse o! Commona; ao~ so tar !rom baing •• impar-
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lial judge, roady to hear ,.mplaluta, ud eager to aftord 
rodreoa he ia in reality tho mouthpioco and champion ol 
tho omci.l hierareby, againll whom tho oomplaint. oro 
made. Derhiog his views and inlormatioo solely from 
tholodio Office, he beeomes oaturolly the opologiat ol 
all omoialaota, and resects every eomplainlaa n refteo­
tion on tho adminiatraUon ol which ho is himsolt tho 
head. So lar !rom things being botl:er now than they 
were before 1858, they are distinctly worsei and..., 
peeiaiiJ in two partioniora: In those dayo !nella waa 
admin11tared in tho DlllllO o! tho East India Company, 
and lb.,. elisted a wholeoomo joalousy, both in tho 
Bom o: Commons and in the oountry, of a chartered 

'1Donopo1y. That wholesome jealouay bu been lulled to 
lleop since tho Crown has openly aooumed the adminis­
traUon. The other great benefll that IDdia then on. 
joyed, and has now los~ waa tho full and imparUal 
onqlliry bolo,. ,..b ,.nowal ollbo Company'• Cbertar. 
0\lt of tboee enquiries aroBe, as we have seen, an the 

, mo11 uBOiul and progtoialvo relorm• bY wbioh England 
has benelltod India. Also, tho Company 111od to put 
ita houiW in order, and redreased grievances, wheu these 
onqwrioo wero in sigh~ Now, all thoso beno6ta are los~ 
Since IllOO, lb.,. baa been oo 1ucb enquiry ; no day ol 
l'fiOkoning for the Indian ailminiatrP.tion ; and thO Indian 
l"'ople are q~ito P'!werloaa \0 obtain that thorough and 
1odependent 1nveatigation into facts which uaed to collle 
to tliem ll\tomatioally, .,,, wilbout eftor~ once every 
20 year~ So for from being controlled, the Indian 

· Bumuoraoy i8 always becoming stronger, more re-­
actionary and moro aggreuive; forU!yin~ itaol! in the 
grealcentrali80d deportmellla, and greapmg tho legis• 
lative maohioery, "hicb il employs to undermine lOcal 
IOII·g?•lll'llmao' ~ suppreu !roe ap .. oh, aod to para­
lyae h1gher edocal•on. lnolead olomphaaiaing the differ­
ence between Britiab and Rua11irr.n rule and 'develop~ 
iDg tbo1e tree institntioDa 'Which form the' m:Qo grouna 
olloellan altacbmentlo England, these blind guidea aro 
,.lliog up in Ioella • leeble and loolieb Jmitation of 
Russian dOIJioti•m, and ore rapidly alianaUng the at!oo• 
tiona olaloyal, intelligent and law-abidin~ people. 

Anyone who plll'lliMIIIthe Birlier debolea 1n Parliament 
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, with regard to the oonatitvtinnol changes in the India1t 
Governmen~ will notice the an:rloua desire of th& 
llj>O&kora that due weight ohould ha given to Indian 
opinion and Indian knowledge. Bot the dilliculty ill 
those earljl daya wll8 to get hold of any autborioed eoa 
organised lodian public opinion. Now, boweYer, that 
dillloulty no longer Oliata, • Since 1806, sevOl'lll gene,... 
tiona of educated men baTe come forward, train(ld in our 
college. and unireraitiei; men who have o.ttaiaed the 
blgbeat distinction ~n administration, on the Bene~ '' 
the Bar, in scienCe, &.nd aU the liberal proteaeiont~. with 
such apokoamen Indio. is no longer inartioulate. Nor is 
Indian public opinion any longer without effective org:a,.. 
nisation. For thalndian National Congre,., l•••ly elect­
ed io all the Provinoos of India, has now met y .. r altae 
year, lor the Jut 20 years, to voioo tho necda, thowiaboa, 
and tho upirationa o! the Indian people; and tho rOBola­
tfons, modera\8 and rouonable, are yllal' by year respecl­
!nUy anbmilt.ed lor the consideration of tho Indian Go .. 
ernmenl Ri~~y uodmtood, the int.eresta ollodia and 
l!ngland are Jdentical, and tho cordial co-operation of 
the educat.ed clasoOB Ia the most hopeful aign !,or our 
euooeasfala.dministratioo in the future. As a preUmiD· 
rtty at.ep :towards utiUaing. thia oouroe of kno~VIedge 
and jqftuence, an experienced lndi&na(lminietrator Bboul.d 
be added to tho Exooutive Counall ol the Viceroy, and 
several independent repreaeotaUvo lodlano should ha 
invit.ed to sit on the Council of the Beoret.ery of Stlllo> 
for India,* 

AI preoont the Indian Govornment rofnsoo eoquiry 
into the condition of the Iudinn rural population, wbial> 
mften fl'Orn famine and plague i and a deaf ear is turn .. 
ed to tho men1orials of the National Coogras~ aaking 
for reasonable measures whioh will impro'fe the coadi .. 
tion of the m,..... Special Indian knowledge, auoh '" 
Parliament doea not po9SOBa, il needed to deal oatiafac­
lorily with tbeso vexed question•. 

• '~a ar~cle w.. written loug haforo the laled 
Indian Councilll Aot. 



n .• Agricultural Indebtedness.' 
In thlo Addroas yon b>ve re!llrrod to the impovoriabe<l 

~ondition ollbe "'"''" ol Ibis country, and you h•!• 
referred to t.be into""\ that I be•• tall en in tho ryo~ ID 
the gi'OAII'IIl'alpoplllotionof India. It Is quito lt~e,l 
may aay, that lor nosrly hall a cantury my anSiona 
thought ha8 been for the groat malo of the rural popn· 
lotion. (Cih<ert.) The groat prohlom is thi~ the terrible 
indebtOdneoa ol the agrioulturia~ in lndebtedneos oo 
groat thai it paralyoes hl• onerst~ II onola•os him, it 
deprl,.. him of his h"'lllii:Ary aerO'!. 'l'bat is IM 
-t.esl mlolol'lune that can happen to the· country. 
Thi• groat indeble<lneisbas led, J regnt to oay, to the 
.d,estruction o! his credit. When • ma.n owes more than 
he aao oter hope to pay, how oau he ~t loans wben he 
lB in gl'llat diD!cultioa? The conse<juanco is that tbia 
"'""'"!" indeblednosa ill, I beliOT~ tho main oauao ol 
lho f'l"'•l mortality during laminoa. When oi'Ops failed 
in former tbnea a ma.u had •ome little ornaments 
remainiug to him ond be had ci'Odil with the moner 
lender, with the grain dealer; but now owing to hio """"!" indebtodnea~ if the h.,...ot falls, he has no 
money to buy food. no credit to bortow money, ana 
unlORs he Ia led by tho Stole al the upense of tho 
tupa.yor, he mnat die in BtarTation. That ie a 
terrible alate ol tbinga. I moy aay that !amine 
hu oot been alamioe of looa, but baa been • !amine of 
twvorCy. lu the worst limoa of the f&Dline an4 in tbo 
worelloeall~ea there was ol .. y• food to be got il tho 
people bed only the money to buy II with or had tho 
credit to borrow tho money. Therefore, I aay tbia 
t.rrible indobledD<l84 Ia tha 8roU oa111e o! the lamina 
mort.lity. 

Gentlemen, with yo~r permi .. ion, l would very brle.fly 
1'8fol.o to tho e!O<Io "h•oh at di!oreDt periods! ha10 nlade 

.• Reply to on Mc!ftl,. ol Weloome preo .. tod by the 
OUzaoa ol Madraa on the 611l Janu..,, 1906. 
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in order to deal with this terrible evil of rural indebted­
ness. From both of these. things I had (lonsider.a.ble 
hopes ; but I am sorry to a&.y in both cases those hopes 
were not realiS'e(l. (The Chairman; for the present.) Jl~or 
the pro.<~ent, I am glad to see, the Chairman tells us. The 
IH.rst was in the year 1882 when our beloved Marquis of 
Ripon (cheers; was the Viceroy of India At that time 
we made a schtl-me to deal with the indebtedness of the 
Taluq of l)uranda.r in the Poona Collectorate. .Both the 
~yots and money-lenders agreed to t.he arra.ogements we 
1'ropo~5ed. The scheme wM to make a settlement of the old 
debts upon an equitable basis with the consent of 1\ll 
parties : the State was to adva.nce the amount of these 
debts. Having thus deared the- ·way, we were tv establish 
an experimental Agricultural Ba.nk in that f,s.luq in order 
that the ryots might reeeiYe abundant advn.noet> at a. 
moderate rate of interest. To this scheme the ryots ha.d 
agreed, the money-lenders had agreed-they were to be­
-come shareholders in the Rank-the bankers had agreed, 
the landholders had agreed and -,.,-e baa m~ny experienced 
Govemmer.t Pen~;~ioners wllo were ,v)Uing freely and 
without payment to adminis.ter the affairs of the Bank. 
Not only that, but the Go-vernment of Bombay agreed to 
this scheme n.nd the scheme ·went up to the Go'lrernment 
of India: and I run glad to bay J;hll.t the scheme was not 
<lnly approved by the Viceroy, Lord Ripon, but also by 
his Finance Minister, Major Baring, l.Yho is now Lord 
Cromer. I~ord Cromer, when he W&-8 sathdled that the 
people desired the scheme, that it wttt> on good bnsiness 
UneE4 and that it war,; lil~ely to be n. pioneer that might 
spread to other parts of the country, was willing to pro­
vide the hard cash to make the settlement between the 
ryots and the money-lenders. He wa8 willing to ad­
van<!€ no less than Rs. 63- lakhs in order to make-a com­
plete settlement of the old debts. 

This having been agreed upon, a despatch wa~ sent in 
the year 1882, to the Secretary of State for India in 
London, asking for his sanction for thia great and use­
ful experiment; and t.he Government of India said :"We 
<Cannot see that any harm can po~sibly come from _this, 
and very great benefit might accrue to the who\e coun­
try." I am sorry to sa.y-I am not going to call any hard 



"''""'• I do not tblak that aay hard aameo over break 
one's opponent'• bona~:~ nor do any good to one'u oa.use-
1 ohall oaly say that I regret to .. y that the SeoroiAry of 
State tor Iodi~t after " wearisome oo~~pondenee malt· 
ing dlffioul"ennd 88klng qu88dons that conld not bo 
answered-we want.d to make an ezperimeot and &ee 
how it worked; a man cannot learn to swim until he­
goea ioto water, and in the same way we wanted to make 
e.n experiment to aoe how a Bank could be worked-I am 
aorry to S&Y that after considerable correspondenee, the ' 
Booretary of State lor India ooded by giving a negative 
to tho whole acheme without giving any proper re"son8 
lor hlo re!u88l. (Sham~) That wuln 1882. Nearly • 
quarter of 11r oontl\l'Y hAl elapsed and now ~t.t laa~ after 
·22 yoo'l the Government of India hove discovered that 
Agrioultural Banka would be a good thing lor 
the ryota of the country, II they had fouod outthot 
22 years "SO, we lhoold b ... round thAI Lord Cromor, 
instead of employing his genius and ability in rescuing 
tho eyota ol Egypt from their indohtodn088, would have 
employed hla geaiua and capacity to hA•e done that for 
the ryota of tho Empire of India. 1 have seen the propo­
sa.ls of the Government of lodi& for Agricultural Ban. kat 
bnt it appnra to me that they are not oatisfaotory. 
'rbcy are too much cenlralloed. They depend upon 
oentralloation iootoad of hoiog ada?.ted lo the opeoial 
neoda of the poople in the locality, They are too 
dootrinairo i they are not praetical enough and I very 
much !oar that they hove •ot my much hop~ Boll 
am !dad atony 1'1\to tbalthey havo taken that one Btol' 
in 22Jo•ra, that thor dilloo•ered that Agrionltu,.l Bonk.• 
woul boa good lh~ng lor the poople. (Laughttr.) 

'rhe 1.econd matter to which 1 would dmw you\' atten':' 
tioo is the Memorial, the very largely and ioftuontially 
aigned Memorial, of the !ndi!lD Famine Union asking 
for a deta.iled economic inquiry into the condition of 
lypioal nil"!!" that have boon au!loring from lamlneo. 
Tha,re~Uon ~at we.deslred that e~qoiry was because of 
the llTel'!ODOllable dlffereDCII of optnion between tbe odl.. , 
olol• and the non·omoials with regard to the realoondl-
1\on of the Indian ryeta; Ia the Annual Reports we are 
alwoJ11 being told of the in0r881ing pro8p<ldty of tbe ryot. 
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:r be b08 bea> in<ll'IIUing in proapedly ovary.,_ since I 
'•member ollioiol Ileports, be ought to be a very fa\ 
nan by thie time. (La11!1hlor.) llut the non-ollicial 
>pinion ia that be ill a very poor mao, a mere otar; 
"ling and a .victim ol !ammo and plague. Until ., .. 
iecide what the condition of a patient is, how CAD WG' 
,o .. iblyapply any ramedy? n you have • aick mao, 
we Brat make a diignoaio ol bio oaae aud than we know 
now to •pply tho "'medy. We, therefore, bel!ged the 
Govevnment ol India to make thill euqulr)'. 1 thlnk I 
""Y ••r that never was a petiijon moroinftnontially oign­
od, beRinning with the Archbishop ol Cantorbury and 
going "3own through etery Rl"lldo ol oooiety. I am aorry 
to say lbot :he Secretary of Stato and the Government 
ollndla both relnoed to .make that onqnlr)'; and !see 
~at in the laat day or tlVo, Sir Edward La.w bas spoken 
ol the,seooral wave of prosperity that bas been, p08oill{l 
over lbo country dariug tho last throe yeare. I oay this 
is a statement wbiob ought not to be made un]CB& there 
ia a lull enquiry before iudependoot autboritiea to· 
88oertain what ia tho roo! coodiUon ot tbo people. 
Now, tbi.IJ enqniry was refv:Aed for 'flrloua reMons. 
One was that it would take up too muob time 
olthe Government ollloiols. llut I hove beeu able to 
point out to them that lli. Thorburn, the Financial: 
Commissioner in tbe Punjab, made such an enquiry in no 
'"'' than 742 Punjab villagee. Be complet.d the enqnlr)', 
I think in six weeka and tho whole coat of it was only 
£300. II that ie tbo cue, why should tbe Government 
shrink from making the enquiry we ask for I Another 
ground 1vas•tbal it would raiae un!oUlldod hopes in the 
agriculturists' mind&. ·But in Sir Antony Macdonnoll'• 
groat Famino Ilepor~ he aaid that one of tho groate&t 
erilo which the oountry onftered from was tbe des~airing· 
despondency of the agriculturiol:o. The Brei thing he 
ukod to take was tho motto. " put heart into the peo• 
pie •; thai ia what ia wanted. Therefore to raise hopes 
in the minda. ol the people ie not • bad thing, but on 
the other hand • very good thing. 
. LaoUy, they told us a moat .rtraordiuory tblng; they 
aaid that if tho enquiry were made it would be intonaely ,..,.led by lbe people. Now, 1 thinh thai it ill illf 
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bquiry which tho pooplo have alwoya bee~> "'king lor ; 
that it will not be resented by tho people is shoWll by tho 
tact that the Indian Notional Congress, which represents 
tho pooplo, h., twioo mado tho rtl<jU08t to Government 
that tho enquiry ahould be mado in aocordanne with the 
reoommenda.tiona of the Indian ll'amine Union'& Memo. 
nil. ( Ollem.) ---m. , ·The Mission of the Congress_. 

I hoYO W&tahed !rom il8 oommencomontlhe mo\'Oment 
which baa now culminated ill the Indian National Con~ 
gnaa. And in my humble judgmont tho movement is 
unmiliga 
As regards 

ship : tho natural and healthy lruil ol higher education 
and 1\'oo inolituUonafreely granted tathofoaplo ollndia. 
Aguln what mtho preotieal objoots a tho Congr .. a 
IMVemonl p :Chey '"' . to tovivo tho Notional lifo, aha. 
to lnoreaae the material prooporlly of tho country ; and 
what boUOr object could we have before us 1 Laady, as 
regards cur methods, they 11ro open and ooustilulional, 
and basad oololy on India'• reliaooo upon British juatioo 
and love olfair play. 

The man who points out the roaka and ah.)a.la towards 
which tho ahip ia moviog, Ia tho friend ol tho CAptain, 
not th6 anomy. And thai Ia tho light in which tho Gov­
·ernmoot ohouid regard tho orilioisma of tho Conr.:ess. 
·:J:bo modort~te reforms proposed hy tho Congre" Will all 
tend to make the poople ol India mo"' proaporoua and 
more contented, and will thereby strengthen tbofounda· 
tio~a of Britiah rule. (Oiuor•.) 



IV· The Coogress and the Masses.• 
If we carefully study the Congress resolutions, we· 

shall find that they an point to one main consideration, 
the -aonditicm of the agricultural masses. Upon t;h.­
welf9.l'e of the peasant cultivator depend-s the prosperity 
of all India. The one great question, therefore~ is bow 
ea.n he be protected from fa.mine and pestilence ? How 
ea.u be be. made happy and prosperous ? Everything 
depends upon the answer given to this question. And" 
it ls here that the irreconcilable dill'erence of opinion 
ariees between the offtelal and non~fficial ~iew of the· 
situation ; between the Government and the Congress. 
The Government view ie that tbe cultivator ia prosper­
ous ; the Congress view is that he is ruined : tbe Oov­
ermnent view is that the official system of centralised' 
departments- is the ca.uae of biB prosp&rity; the Congress 
view is tha.t this same system is the cause of his min. 
Here is a olea.r iseue of fact ; and the prayer of the­
Congress is that this issue lhould be tried and determin­
ed. b the cultivator pr<:H>perous 9r is he ruined? Wha.t 
we now ask for, a.s a ,Preliminary step1 is a. detailed eoo­
nomic inquiry, by an impartial .authority, into the con­
dition of & few typical villag-es J an inquiry after the· 
fashion of that conducted io London by .Mr. Cha.rlea 
Booth, a.od in York by Mr. Rowntree. But thia. inquiry 
the Inditm Governm£.nt is unw~ Go- fa.oe.. Lord• 
Curz<m will not allow it to be mad~alihough it has beea 
dem&nded by the IndUtn .Famine U~ b&cked by a 
Memorial signed by leading representati?ea of every in-­
.ftuential class in the United Kmgdom. 

The situation is, indeed, a. strange one. Oo the one 
bruu\ we have Indian public-opinfon1 f'epresented by the­
Congress, quite .solid, but aeetitute of. polttioal power; 
OD tlw other hand, we baTe Lord CUrzoi> a\ 6he head of' 
lihe ..U-compelling olllcial autocracy. The Congren says 

* From art article on t' Illdi& Be.VisJtecl " to tfl&. 
"Indian lie'riew" forMaroh,lOOO. 





1" I liave .pa;sed a quarter of a centurr 
~Oil( you,_ awl during that penQd of 
rze I have not k111rum what it was to 
~r an unkiwlness. from a. 11~tive of · 
[iia. During that period! have been in 

service of tlu peopk of b/.dia, awl 
eaten their ·salt. AwJ·f hope trJ 

te to their sffllke what still remains 
e of active !ife."-From tlu Pnsi· 

ial· Address to the Fifth .lwlia~t 

tiona/ Congress, 1889. 



SELECT OPIKIOKS O~~HE IlDia I REVIE'l 
SIR WILLIAM WEDDERBURN, writing to 

ooiWIIIlfiOI "India "(Aprill7,1908,mers to IIIOind 
Bwttw aa ' an excellea.t Madras magazine.' 

SIR HENRY COTI'ON.-AIIow ,.. to exp1088 
you lbo adrul.talion I !eel lor fOur odorl!)' in literary P, 
duolion and tho valaablo ..moe you are thereby rend\' 
in« to your fellow-oounteymen. 

THE GUZERATI.-Mr. Nolo8an may well be cr 
grotulnted upon the commendable enterprize he I 
shown and tho greet ancoeill which hen crowned I 
el!ort.. 

. THE TELEGRAPH.-Tbia Exoollenl Review. 
BtNGALEE.-ltis ably edited by Mr. G.A.Notooc 

u.,lhat dislingoishod publiniolof Southern India. • 
WeU-koown monthly magu.ine. . ~ 

liAS'~: GOFTAR AND SATYA PRAKASH.- < 

periodical is one do80rving of liberal l"'tronago 
tho pnblio, ·~ indeed, we believe that • journal w . 
!urulahea aucb ample reading and axcellout lit< ' 
materials for &q 1\IUlUAl oharge of ftvo rupees sh I 
ban several thot1.8&Dd subscribers on ita roll,; Tr: 
ilo name, lbo jonrnol is almost oolely dovolod to o 
Indian lopioe of lnlo10a~ d.,lhrilb from diftoront sti 
poiula by diftoroot writonl, th01 giving tho ~ 
thorough iuolght into tho subjoot-matlor of the oo. ' 
bulions and helping him to form au enlightonod op 
on tbe burning queat.ions of tho day. , , 

THE MAHARATI'A.-The Indian RwitW ia do 
uefuJ &er\'ioe "aS a monthly masa.zlne aod 11.ttemp ' 
koop a high level ollbough~ In its arliolea which "" 
oome frolll the pen o! Olen who have devoted 
thought to tho aubjooto th•y handle.' 

MORNING POST.-That very l'ead•blo mon 
HINDU PATRIOT.-A mine in Ita way of v 

IDteN~~ting ioformatioo, 1 

INDIA. -Tho Indian Rwicul obould be bolter kn 
amoag atudonta of Inditn nftain in England. 
2'111 Annual SublcriJOIWA ~<>.1111 • lndi«!I·Rill>kw,' 

t,.l. .UBWI & 00.13, 81JNKTilWI.I. ,Ql!mi: Bf.,lW)Jt.l, 


