SIR WILLIAM WEDDERBURR, BARY.
4 Skeick of His Life and His Work for India.
s et

HIS FAMILY HISTORY.

IR William Wedderburn was born in Edin-
burgh on the 25th of March 1838, being
the third son of Sir John Wedderburn

ou the retired list of the Bombay Civil Service.
fThe family is an anecient one, the name of Wal-
.ter-de Wedderburn appearing among the bar-
‘ ons of Seotland who signed what is known as
‘the “ Ragman Roll ¥ at Berwick-on-Tweed in
1286. Members of the family were strong
sapporters of the Scotlish Reformation during
the 18th Century, and were the reputed authors
of the *“ Gude and Geodlie Ballatis®, and the -
¥ Complaynt of Scotlend,” which exercised an
important influence on the side of the reform-
ers.. Ip thereign of Queen Arne, a baronetcy
.of Nova Scolia was conferred or the- family.
But during the rebellion in Scotiand, Sir John
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Wedderburn went out on the side of the sj
warts, and having been taken prisoner after ¢
battle of Culloden, was tried for high treaso
and executed on the 28th of November, 174!
Hiseldest son John was Sir William's grant
father, As a yonth of 17 he fought at Cull
den, holding a commission in Lord Ogilvie
regiment ; so that Sit William ecan say (th
ease iu no doubt unique) that his grandfath
fought in & battle 6n British soil 164 years ag
In 1803, a new baronetey, of the United Kin
dom, was conferred on Sir Williaw's predecesso
As regards the family connection with Indin
Sir William, some two years ago, wrote as fol
lows : “ As long ns I can remember anything
1 was destined for the Judian Civil Setvice. My
father had served 30 years in the Bombay
Civil Service, which he eotered in 1807, now
100 years ago, before Haileybuty College exist~
ol My eldest brother John joined the Bengal
Civil Service in 1844, by nomination to Hailey-
bury, and served until bis death in 1857,
during the Indian Mutiny. But when my bun
came, nominations to Haileybury had ceased,
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1ith the demise of the old Hast India Com~
»ny, so that I went to Tndia as » ¢ Competi-
ion-Walla,” jofningthe Bombay Civil Servioe in
1860, and continning a member of that service
antil my retirement in, 1887, Thus our family
had a long and-intimate connection with the
Government service in Indis ; and it will
readily be understoad that we all tookan ex-
eessive pride in that service. For myself Tean -
say that I slweys regarded thie hereditary '
mrofession, which was elso the profession of my
shoice, as £he noblest career open to youthful
spirations. I lay some steess on this point, a8
ib shows that if, at various ﬁmen, I have come
into collision with the dominant powers of the
great Tndisn buseateracy, the canse must not
be gought in any iobred hostility to the ser
vice, nor in any warit of esprit de corps. In
every way I came ouk to Tudia under plessing
circumstances. The friends of my fathar and
my brother were in high offics, and willing to
give e all ressonable chances of advance-
ment. Also, ab that time there etill existed
among the seniors in the servise some social
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prejudics against the new raca of Civiliany,
who were coming out under the competition
* gystem ; 50 I found wyself warmly welcomed
83 o who, by sucoessfully pussing through the
fiery ordeal (I took 3xd place in the Kst), hud
‘upheld the credit of the fold Anglo-Indiat
families ", ‘
$ir William's own connection with Indi

has vow continued unbroken for half-a-cen
tory ; and his work may conveniently b

notified under threo headings : (1) His offvia
career in the Civil Service ; (2) his sympathy
with Tndian reform, especially as affecting the
condition of the ryot; and (3) his work, aftes
retirement from the service, in Parliament,
and ns Chairman of the British Committee of
the Indian Nationsl Congress.

8 DWICIA‘L CAREER.
As regands (1) his officia] career, it must be

said that bis lines fell in plessant places :
Under-Seerelsry to Goversment; Registra
of the High Court ; Judicial Commissioner iv
Sind ; Secretary to Government in the Judi-
cinl, Political, and Educational Departments
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sod Judge of the High Court; of all thess
coveted and infiuential appoiutments, he en
joged his foll share, after he had served his
apprenticeship a2 one of the rank and file ju the
wofussil, Jn connection with bhis political
work, one or two points msy be noticed. Sir
Willian: held pronounced views in favour of
girengthening the position of Indian princes.
Ho considersd thut the Indian people were
happiest under a well-administered Native
State, whera, free from the evils* o'f qgvercen~
tralisation, Jocal feelings could be best con=
mlted, sod loeal resonzces most *effectively
developed. To these views he was able to give
effect when in oherge of the Political Deparis
ment, auder sympathetic Governors like S
Seymour Fitagerald aud Lord Reay ; and be
thus took park in establishing (z) the Rej
komtar College ab Rajkot, under Mr. Cheste
Macnaghten ; (b) the Joint Administeation s
Bhaunagnr, under Mr. Percival and M

Gurishankar, $he distinguished Ministerof th

late Maharajs ; and (c) the Grassia Court &

‘Rathiawad, These measures all teuded to gir
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strength and permanence to the edministra-
tion of the States concerned, The Girassia
Court, 8 tribunal mainly representative of the
Teigning chiefs, dieposed finally of the dis-
ptes between the chiefs and their feadstories
disputes which had Jomg egitated Kathiawad,
and led to outlawry aud brigandage, The
Joint Administration of Bhannagar was a new
experiment, Hitherto during & minority,
Native States had been placed in the charge
of a Political Qfficer, who often made vital
thanges in the existing system, thus breaking
the continuity of the chief's administration. On
thio other hand the Joint Administration, by
exercising the usual powers of a Durbar, pre-
served the continuity of the State tradition,
while securing & general accordance with the
spirit of British poliey. Lastly, the Rajkumar
College, by giving the yotng chiefs & sound
education, laid the foundations in eash State
for & stable and enlightened m_le.‘ Tn connec~
tion with his career on the Bench of the
Bombey High Court it may be suffielent to
say that he won the confidence of the people
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bty s ndamentine impartislity as much .
88 by his benignity and coartesy. Bitting on
the Appellate Bench with his Indian colleague,
the first of his race, the late Mr. Nanabhai
Haridess, hehad often thedisagreeablenecessity
to enhance sentencesof & most inadequate
charaoterpassed by the DistrictJudges—aenten-
ces altogether most disproportionate to the
crime committed. These light sentences had
scandalised the Indian community and to Sie
William snd his collesgue helong the 'high
credit of having effectnally put an end to the
seaudal, They were nicknamed © Enhsnee-
ment Judges * by a section of the rabid Press,
bat every‘bnriy knew how they had greatly im-
proved the admivistration of criminkl justice
in the Mofussil, The Session Judges were
made to remain on their good behaviour. When
Siv William left the service in April, 1887, the
Government of Tord Reay issued s Gazelte
Extraordinary expressing regret at his retire-
ment : © Sic W. Wedderburn has been inti-
mstely associated with the Government ns
Acting Chief Secretary, and for a short time
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a8 Member of Counmeil. And it is a grea
pleasure to His Excellency in Couneil toacr
¥nowledge the valuable ‘assistsnce snd adviee
for which he has been indebted to him, both
as 8 Secretary and as o collesgee, . . His
enthusissm. in the cause of education, and his
anxiety to promote all measurey which would,
iu his opinion, conduce to the moral and
malerlal progress of the patives of this coun-
try, have, as His Excellency in Council” be-
lieves, won for Sir W. Weddexburn the con-
fidence and the gratitede of these in whose
cause he has labonred” It is pleasing to
record that for the strenous service he render-
‘ed to the cause'of Indin and the active sym-
pathy Sir William uniformly displayed to-
“wardy their legitimate ambition and aspire-
_$ion, the grateful people of Bombay voted
him a handsome purse. Part of the moneys
subscribed were devoted to an ofl-painting of
Sir William and the bulk was handed over to
the Bombay Presidency Association as the
nuclens of a permanent faud, the income of
which was to be utilised in the political ad-
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vancement of the people of this Presidency.
The portrait costing 600 Guineas was painted
by Mr. Herkomer, It is a speaking likeness
of the great and conscientious Englishman
and adorns the rooms of the Bombay Presi-
dency Association.
HIS WORK A4S AN INDIAN RFFORMER.
Leaving now the subject of official services,
we come to {2) Sir William’s personal work in
India, when co-operating with Indian reformers.
'He had the advantage of familiar converse with
more than one generation of Indian reformers.
’ Among the early pioneers in Bombay were Mr.
8. 8. Bengalee, Mr. Nowrozjee Furdonjee, Mr,
Dadabhai Naocroji, Dr. Bhau Daji, Sir Mangal-
das Nathubhai, and Bao Saheb Wishwanath
Narayan Mandlik. Then followed Mr. Justice
Raunade,  and the distinguished triumvirs,
Bir Pherozeshah Mehta, Mr. Justice Teiang,nnd
Mr. Justice Tyahji, who repres?nted the cordial
alliance of Parsee, Hindu and Moslem, bound
together as Indians for the cause of India. In
" couference with advisers so well understanding
the condition of the people, and also with the
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younger generation of edueated men, Sir
William soon begau to Jearn where the Indian
shoo pinches, and to realise that the deeti-l
tmtion of the masses is the: one great faet of
the Indian problem, In searching for the
eaysesof this excessive poverty, and the
practicsl remedies, he foand himaelf in agree-
ment with his Indian friends, who preseribed
a8 smong the most immediate requirements,
the limitation of the Goveroment demand ;
the provision of agricultural capital ab moder
atorates; and the settlement of disputes
without expense by friendly arbitration, in the
Place of Jitigation in the Civil Courts. Actord-
ingly he brought forward (4) a schbme fora
permanent settlement in the Dekkhan ; and
laboured to establish,(B) a pioneer agricultursl
bank ; and also to place upon a firm 'hasis,
{€) the system of “ Lawed ® o Coneiliation
Coyrts, organised by his friend Mr. Ganesh
Wasedeo Joshi. It was when at work on thess
Practical remedien that he first came pain-
fully into collision with the machinery of the
great centralised departments, which have,
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»
practically absorbed sl autbority in the ad
ninistration. The consequent fube-of the three
schemes noted above may briefly be narrated.
(4) The proposed permanent settloment was
based on the old law of Mana, ender which the
ryot paid his revenue i Lind, as s fixed share
of the gross produce. Sir Jawmes Caird, as one of
the Famine Commissioners, had recom~
mended thet fn 8 few selected villages
experiments  should be mede om this-
basis; and accordingly Sir W. Wedderburn
organised sn experiment in & village near
Ahmednagar, the propossl being that the ryok
should give to the Government in kind 1-16th
of the gross prodnee, with the option of paying
a fixed quit renf in cash, when, by reason of
his improvements, ik was advantageous for him
to do so. In organising thiz experimentmnch
assistance was given by the American Missiona-
ries, who eultivated & considerable smount of
1and held from Government on the nsnal
terms, avnd who were willing to be respopsible
for the srrangement with the villagers, All
parties concerned weve pleased with thescheme,
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and the Collector of the Distriet forwarded it
to the,Government with un exprassion of his
approval, The scheme would have freed the
ryot from the power of the money-lender, and
would huve provided sn incressing revenue to
Government, It might therefore have been
expected that the proposed experiment would
buve been welcomed by the authorities, ' Bub
this wag notso, The Collector, who ent up
the acheme was sharply rebnked for seeking to
tnterfere with the existing order of things ; tud
the Proposal was nipped in the bud. A subse=
quent attempt met with a similar fale. But
it may be noted that H. H. the Gaekwar has
in the last few years inaugurated an experi-
tnent on these lines under the mansgement; of

his Revenue Secretary, the lamented Mr
Romesh Ghunder Dutt.

(B) 'l‘he schemo for estabiishing a pioneer
Agricultaral Bank at Saswad, near Paone, had
8 move fortunate career, and was only wrecked
when it reached the Indis Office in Londom.
‘The'object of the promoters was, to provide for
the settlement of old debls; to restore the
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{riendly relations befween the ryots and the

. mooney-lenders ; to secuxe the hearty co-opetas
tion of both these classes ; and to induce the
loeal capitalists to give their financial gapport
to an Agricultural Baok on the lines of those -
which had achieved such &' brilliant euccess
among the rural populations of Eorope, After *
much eaveful enquiry,and many local meetings,
all parties ngreed to co-operste. ' A publio
meeting was then beld at Poona, under the |
presidency of the Collector of the distriet,
resolutions  were pused for the estab-.
lishment of sn ~Agrienlbwral Bank, anc:
on infloentisl Committee was appoins
ed, This Committee waited wupon r1:'119
Governor (Sir James Fergusson) and set forth
their proposals for an experimental back st

- Snswad in the Pnrandhar Taluka, Hig Excel-
lency received the deputation in a very cordml
monner, expressed himself favourablg to the
scheme, and agreed to forward it to the
Government; of India. The Marquis of Ripon

was then Viceroy, and Sir Evelyn Baring (now
TLord Cromer) who was Finance }\:.[mmber, bad
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porsonal experience of Agricultaral Banks, o
4hat the Poana scheme receivad immediate and
aympathetic consideration ; and & very imports
ant despateh dated Decomber 5, 1482 was sent,
from Simls to the Bobay Government, Sub-’
Jeot to cerbain minor conditions, the Govern-
wmenb of India acoopled the Poona proposals,
“They were willing o appoint & Commission for
theliquidation of thexpots’ debs within a limit
ed experimental ares ; they wonld advance th
<ash (some 83 lakhs) necessary to compoun
the old debts; and they wonld concede to thai
bank the privilege of tecovering the advances
‘through the revenue offivers on the same foot-
Tug es advances made by the Government. In
coheosion, the Government of India, stated
tha¥; they attached very great importaneeto the
expekiment, and asked the Bombay Governmen
1o'on the worling of the measure. To,
this the Bombay Goverament agreed ; and on
the B1stlof May, 1864, an nuanimous despatch,
sigoed by' the Vicetoy aud his collengues, v
 forwarded 80 England, asking the sanction of
the Sectetary of Stata to the proposed experk
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snb: #We ste atxions,” they said, * to give
effect to & scheme which wa believe to bo advo-
cated on purely disinterested grounds, which
canunder the experimentai conditions proposed
Yo carefully wabched, and which js likely, if
tuscessfl, to be productive of much benefit fo
the country” A long and wearisome corves
povdenes followed. The India Offica raised
every sort of theorbtical objection ; snd finally
in August, 1887, in reply to a question of Mr.
Bamuel Smith in the House of Commons, flat-
Iy refuged to allow the eXperiment to be made.
Bub the pregelents A Wisdom of that scheme,
strange 10 827, has now been sckmowledged,
The Credit Co-operative Societies are the fores
runnexs but Xndie is vow within a measurable
distance of the establishment of Agrioultaral
Banks, more or less on the prineiplas of the
Egyptian, The fossils of bureaucracy hava been
obliged by the whitligig of Time to uabend,

(0) There remaios b notice the case of the
Arbitestion Courts, The proposal was to
revive the old Mahratts system’ of Ram
Bhestri and Nana Farnavis, under whick
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po dispute came before a Judge until every
fortn of arbitration hed been tried, and failed.
"The “ Panchnyat * eystem is dear to the Tadian
‘mind, a8 exemplified by the phrase ¥ Panch
Parameswars *, an Esstern equivalent of “Vox
populi, vox Dei” ; and in 1876, a strong
movement Was ‘init\iated by that noble old
pattiot Mr, Ganesh Wasedeo Joshi and his
friends, which resulted in the establishment of
% Tawad " or Arbibration Courts in Poona,
Satara,Shalapur, Ahmedmagar, Thanna, Ratns-
gir, Nasik, and Ahmedabad, with Branch Courts
at the smaller towns, In the Poops Court
alone 3,000 suits were disposed of in the first
two years, with great sutisfaction to all parties
concerned, Sir W, Wedderburn, who, #s a
District Judge, had painful experience of the
ruin brought on the agriculturists by litigation
in the Civil Courts, wag anxious to give com-
pleteness sud permanence to these voluntary
Asbitration Courts, by incorporating them in
our judicial system ; and in order bo give ghape
to the project, a large and representative pubr
lic meeting was held in the Town Hell st
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Poons, when s Committes was appointed to
prepare a draft bill and report, The Committee
«consisted of seven Subordinate Judges, two pen~
sioned Subordinate Judges, two pensi?led'
Revenue Officers, three Pleaders, two Baukers,
and an Editor; all practical men deeply inte-
rested in the welfare of the rural population.,
Briefly stated, the bill, as nltimately approved,
provided that all suits should, in the frst in-
stance, be brought in an arbitration court ; and
if either party was dissstisfied, the case was to
befinally disposed of by the Subordinate Judge,
going on cirenit, and sitting with the srbitra.
tors who had origirally deslt with the case,
One would have supposed that.a practical
scheme of this sort, stamped with popular ap-
proval, would have at least obtained careful
consideration from the authorities. Not s0, The
popular movement in favour of conciliation was
discountenanced by the Government of Sir
Richard Temple ; the stamp duty upon arbitra-
tion awards was mcreased and each of the
Subordivate Judges who had taken part in the
scheme was separately reprimanded,
N T
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Theso attempts to deal with rural distress
have been shown in some detail, in the hope
‘and bolief that thess and similar propo-
salg for the ‘relief of the ryot will receive
from the reformed: Couneils eareful and sympe-
thetio consideration. v -

Sir W, Wedderburn was much interested in

education, especially Female Edueation, At

Kurrachee in 1880, the  Wedderbun Hindu
Girls’ School ” was established to commemne-
rate Iis connection with Sind ; and in 1864 he
co-operated with Rao Bahadur Mahadeo Govind
Ranade in formding the High Sehool for Girls
at Povna, As Agent, for Sirdars in the Dek-
khan, he addressed the assembled Chiefs on the
subject at the Annual Birthday Durbar, and
obtsined from them liberal support; he him-
self contributing Rs. 10,000 to found a scholar
ship in méwmory of his brother Sir David,

In 1885 Sir Willism, a0 a coadjutor of Mr.
A. 0. Hume and Mr, W, C, Bounerjes tock
part in arganizing ab Bombay the first session
of the Indian National Congress, an epoch-
waking event, As showing the spirit in which

<
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the movement was initiated, it may be men-
tioned that the Viceroy, Lord Dufferin, was
approached, with a view to the mesting being
held under the presidency of Lord Reay, then
Governor of Bombay. Lord Dufferin approved
the proposal as showing the desire of the Con-
. gress to work in complete harmony with the
authorities, but he pointed out that many diffi-
enlties would be involved if a high official pre-
sided over such an assembly. ' The idea was
therefore abandoned, but none the less the
first Congrese was opened with the friendly
sympathy of the highest authorities. In the
same way Lord Lansdowne a few years later,
declarad that the Congress movement was
# perfectly legitimate,” and enjoined upon
Government servants fo abstain from interfer-
ence, Unfortunately suck a policy of friend-
iy neutrality did not commend itself to the
dominant faction of officials, and the friends of
the Congress were made to feel that official dis-
pleasure awaited those who . supported  this
organised movement towards an advamce in
self-government,
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. I3 WORK AFTER RETIRING FROM GOVERNMENT

T ‘ SERVICE, - :

W ln returmng to Englnnd Sir 'William's spes
clal object in Lifa wag to co-operate with the
Indign National Gongress -in obtaining . for
Indinns a fair shave in the management of their
‘own affairs,” From his own experience he was
convinced that no help in £5is direction could
o expected fipm oficisl influences in Indis.
Quite the contriry, Originally he wes in-
clined to believe in the Indian Civil Service 8
. the ordained instrument of India’s regenera~
tion : he was prond bo take part in an adminis-
Eration |whieh wos to bring peace and plenty
to the masses ; and, ag it were by the touch of
Ithuriels spear, to Tovive the aueient aris,
‘and induatries, and learning of the East, while
freely offering to those who desired it, the edu~
cation and science of the West, Such was the
dmm of youthful enthugiasm, Unfortunately
6 was but & dream. What was the reslity
The fault was. not with the. individusls who
formed the service ; it was the system that was
in favlt, o system tainted with the vices. inseps-
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rable from bureaneratic' domination = a rigid
mechanism, highly centralived, secret, irres-

- ponsible, aud intolerant of cutside eriticism
and suggestion,:

"Beformers could not expeck help to proceed
from this stronghold of official privilege: too
unsympathetic to ‘persuade ; too powerful to
coerce. Bub if & frontal attack could only end
in disaster, much might be aceomplished by a
flanking movement, For,/though the Secre-
tary of State might be inaccessible as the head
of 8 great official adiinistration, he is ap-
proachable, dnd subject to- persuasion, from
the House of Commons, end the British eles—
tor, As regurds Indis, he is sn autoerat ; as
regards British-statesmanship he is a member
-of & Cabinet depending for its existence on the -
vote of the House of Commons ; "the House of
Commons ‘being in its tam dependent on the
British electorate. The appea! therefore must
be made to the. democxacy, which, if it under=
stands the facts, will have both the power and
thewill to do justice to Indis. - Accordingly,
the plan of campaign which Sir William has
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steadily pressed tpon his Indiau friends iaMo
carry on the work of organisation and propa-
genda simultaneously in Indid and in England §
both are equally important, In India the ob-
.Ject bas been to develop, by meavs of the
Indian Natiovsl Congress, an spproved pro-
gramin of reforme, founded -upon the widest
experience and the wisest counsels available
under existing conditions, This hes been
done; and the Congress programme  has
Become the brief, which the friends of India,
working with the British Committee of the
Todian National Covgress, have been forcing on
the attention of the British publie, by means
of Parlinment, the Platform, and the Press, In
all these actirities Sir Williom hes taken a
+ leading pact, As regards the work in Indis, he
returned to Bowmbay in 1889 ss President of
the 5th Congress, being accompaniedby Mr.
Bradlaugh, who had given his powerfal aid to
the eause of Indin. Again, in 1904 he accom-
panied Sir Henry Cotton, who had been elect
ed President, when he received & most cordisl
welcome both in Bombay snd Madeas, In
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England he has kept touch with India through
the British Committee, of which he has slways
been Chafrman, Aud jn 1893 he obtained a
seat in the House of Commons for the County
of Bantf, This be retained wotil 1900, when
he retived. The reasons of his retirement are
stated as-follows in a letter which, jointly
with Mx. Hume and Mr. Dadabbai Naorcji, he
addressed to the President of the Indian Na~
tional Congress: “The work in, England is
great and difficult, and the workers are few;
and theso are overtaxed both as to physieal
endurance and financial resources. That is
why one of ug who now address you (Sir W,
‘Wedderburn) bas been .driven toretire from
Parjiament. For seven years be hes had a
double burden; direet work for Indiay to-
‘gether with the wear and tear of contested
elections, care for the special interests of his
congtituents, sud the multifarious duties of
parliamentary Jife, He bas found it not pos-
sible to continue this double hurden, and has
therefore, with great relnctance, for the pre.
‘sent vetired from the Hovze of Commons, in
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orler to economise his resources for the direct
work on hehalf of Tndia” Tsmust be mentioned
hers, in bare jnstice to Sir Williaw, that he
liss epemt over a lokh of rupees from’
his own pocket in & variety of ways with the
wle ond exelnsive object of advancing the
moral and material well-being of the Indian
people. His Jeft hand has not koown what'
his right hend did. When at the Bombay
Congress, Mr. D, E. Weeha, the Joint-Greneral
Secretary, referred to the heavy self-snerifico
undergone by Sir William in the eause of
the Tndian people, the approbation with which
the entire assembly received his remarks was
but & small recompense for his magnificent and
. solfless  sorvices, Doring hig time in
Parlisment be orgenised an Indian Parlis-
‘menury Committee, consiating of about 120
members, pledged to give attention to Indian
affuirs, aud to see justice dome, Of this Com-
mittes he ®as elected Chairman, and on vari-
ou§ oceasions weighty representations, on
financial and other questions, were addressed
to the Secretary of Stale on behalf of the
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Committes, Tu 1895 M. Dadabhai Naoroji,
with the help of the Cominittee, obfained the
appoiniment of a Royal Commission under
Lord Welby to enquire info Indisn expenditure
snd the finaveial relations of Indis with the
British Empire, During the five years for
which the Royal Comumission lasted, the cass
for Indin was Jeborionsly kept to the front by
the minority of the Commission (Sir. Willism
Wedderburn, Mr. Caine, and Mr, Dadabhai
" Naoroji), who represented Comgress views.
Valuable evidence was obtained from Indian
witnesses; and the Indian view received pub~
lie and official recognition in the Minority ve-
port, Honserd’s reports will show that, during
his time in Parliament, Sir Wilkam lost no
opportunity of defending Indian interests, but
it aay be-noted thul he vebemently protested
against the political and miﬂ(ury aggressions
on the north-west frontier, and denownced the
breach of faithi which was committed when
_after the relief of Chitral, Lord Elgin's Govern-
ment fnfled to evacante the lerritories of the
- frontier fribes, as they had solemnly prowised
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to do. In sutnmacising the work -done by

“friends of Judia in Englend, there remsin to
"notics the activities in the Press, and on the
platform, As regards the' Press, the British
Committes of the Indisn National | Congress
established “India” »s & first class weekly
jouroal, which gives foll and special reports of
Indian Parlinmentary debates, and of Indian
meetings, which forms sstore house of facts and
arguments for journalists and speakers throngh-
oot the country, and which keéps before the
British public the Jodisn view of current events,
In 1904 it was thought desirable to separaie
the jonraal (fosncially, not politieally) from
the British Committee, and the “ India” News*
paper Company, Limited, was formed to cory
on the enterprise,  Of this Company, Sir W.
Wedderburn became the Chairman, As re-
gards the use of the platform, Sir Williax hes
wlways attached the grestest importance o
Indians stating their case b first hand to Bri-

. tish sudiences, and be constantly urged the
despateh to England of qualified and accredited
Tndiou delegates, both to address public meet-

' A
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‘ings, and aleo to make use of sdeial opportuni=
ties to spread corvect views shout India, Such
oceasions wore provided for the delegates when
Sir William invited Members of Pmllamentn
and other infivential persons to meet them ab
his friendly breakfasts- at the Westwinster
Palace Hotel., The brilliant sticcess of Mr.
Gokhale and Mr. Surendranath ‘Bannerjea- in
very critical times showed the great value of
mch visits, and it is only to be regretted ' that
a permanent delegation of qualified Indians
s not been retained permanently at the seat
of power. It may be here added thet Sir
William ha, all throngh these 20 years and
more, been in almost weekly correspondence
with leading Yodians like Mr. D. E. Wacha -
snd Mr, & K. Gokhale keeping bimself well
in touch with sll Congress affairs and Indisn
public opinion,

During the recurrencs of famines, Sir Wil-
liam pericdically brought forward & motion in
thio House of Commons to the following effect «
“"That Jooking to the grievous sufferings en-
dured by the people of Indis, this House is of
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opinion that & defailed and seavching village
enquiry should be instituted, in order to ascer-
tain the cunses which Blight. the industry of
the cultivators, and render them helpless to ve-
4ist even the fivst attacks of famine and pesti-
lenes.” This motion was always negatived ab
the iustance of Tord George Hamilton, the
Secretary of State for India, ' So after leaving
Parlisment, 8ir Willism orgavized the Indian
TFemine Union, with Lotd Courtney as Chair-
nan, on & purely economic basie for the speci-
fic object of investigating the causes of Indian
famines, and promoting possible means of pre-
vention. The Union met with great publie
support ; meatings wers held ; and a memorial
adopted sking the Secretaiy of State for Indis
1o causo a detailed enquity. fo be carried ont in
aelected bypical villages in each of the provine
e affeced by the famiue, with-s view to -
certain the actusl condition of the cultivator,
and to enggest means by which he may be en-
abled better to withstand the attacks of famine.
“This - memorial was signed by a Jarge nomber
of the most infiueutial parsons in - the United
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Kingdom, including the highest dignitaries of
the Church, headed by the - Archbishop of
Canterbury and the Cardinal Archhishop of
Westminster, Members of both- Houses of
Parliament of all shades of political <oj)inion',
retired Indian officinls, Civil and Military, who*
had held the highest offices under the Crown,
Heads of Colleges, literary men and women of .
distinction, Mayors and. Provosts of towns,
Chairmen of County Councils, and Presidents
of Chambers of Commerce. There conld hardly
be'a more representative body of memorialists,
and what they asked for was something not
only easy and simple, but absolutely necessary;
for there was no agreement as to the aotnal
condition of the ryot, the officials alleging that

‘he was prosperous, and incressing in prosperity;

whileall Indian opinion held that he was chronj=
cally on the verge of starvation. It sesms almost;
{ncredible that such a request, s0 made, should
be - refused. But so ji'wesi . Lord George
Hamiilton refused even to receive b deputation
,on the shbject, though: it wak to:be ‘headed by
nd;lesa s ‘personage than theMsrquis of Ripod,
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an ex-Vieeroy of Indis. A diagnosis of the
patient is the first step towards scientific treat-
ent; and ibis a matter for great satisfac-
tion that Sir William has, no intention of
allowing this question of the condition of the
masses to be dropped.  He feels sure that the
matter will be taken -up when the new
Councils in India have had time ‘to setfle to
their work.

During the sommer of 1908 Sir William
brd & somewhat severe attack of illness, From
this he mede a good recovery, but he bas
been recommended to spend his winters
abroad, This does not mean that he has in
any way stopped his work for India, for though
livitg several miles away from London, he
continues his interest in Todion affuirs by
timely representations to responsible English
politicians in power, by communications to the
Press and regnlar comvespondence with his
‘Toany friends in Tndia,

The membera of the Indian Civil Service a2
& class have won just distinetion for integrty,
industry, aud zeal 'for the good of the Indian
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people. Sir William was amongst the few who
added to these qualities genuine appreciation
and love of those whom they served devotedly,
- I all matters be gave the first .and foremost
thought to the interests of the people, Those
of his seefies he would consider it his duty to
mbordinate when necesssry, His own he
surrendered with the unhesitating cheerfulness
of the true sacrificer. It wag part of his natire
to treat the Indians with the considerateness due
to equals and the tenderness due to those who
felt thet they were politically subordinate, In
one of his recent messages to bis Eastern breth~ .
ren he laments the anti-English feeling that has
been & marked feature of* one school of Indian
agitation, and exhorts them to seek the glory of
being perhaps the onlynation on earth toground
their political aspirations on the basis of 8 com~
mon homanity, Therein he strikes a note
that cannob but evoke a sympathetic echo
in the heart of many an Indian who hes lesrn-
ed to regard his country as the teacher of
true spirituality to the world, In other ways,
too, Sir Witliams Wedderburn-is a hero after the
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Hindu's heart, The most genuine philarithro
plst of the Weat iaoften a bustling individoal,
constantly adding up his deeds and strain-
* ing his ears to the sound of popnlar praise. The
perfect solf-effacement, the sage-like forgiving-
niegs and serenity of spirit of Siv Williaw are
virtues which we consider peculisrly ours, and
without which, in our eyes, the greatest men
Jnck the supreme element of greatness, - -



APPENDIX,

Seleotion from Sir William Wedderburn's
Speeches and Writings.

\

L Parliamentary Inquiry 1\nto Indian
Affairg.*
" The first occasion on which Parlinment interfored
nctively in the adairs of tha Eest Indis Company was in
1773, when, under Lord Norih's administration, the
Regulating Act was pssged, snd ax atbempt way made to
place 5 control on the Government in Caloutts. The
exporiment was mot a sugcess; snd in 1782and 1783, two
Comittees of the House of Commons ware appointed,
ane provided over by Me. Edmand Barke, and ‘the other
by Mr. Dundss; and theso two Committess made not
less than 17 Reporta, all eondemuatory of the Compsuy's
Government.  Upon these reports the Houss of Com-
mons passed rasolutions for the immediabe dismissal of
the Governor-Cleneral and the Chief Justios of Bengal;
the sitnation. boing thus deseribed !.)]y the Rt. Hon,
W, Masgoy in his Bistory of Eogland ander Goorge

The Company Iay wnder secusationof buving eruelly
and seandaloualy abused the privileges of rulors. Their
prineipal servaats had boen inoulpated of gross malver-
sation by a ananimons resolution of the House of Com-
mong; and the Company had novertheloss upheld their
offioars in. spite of the opinion of Parliament and of the
Minister of the Crown. .,.. Nor had the Company
purchatad matorial prowperity by the open violation of

* Reoprint trom Tndia,
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the princlples 'on which: eivil goveroment; ney, sooisty
iuell;, it based, Plundor avd extortion had only valiovod
their immediate adl fomporary exigencis. The ordinary
rosources of India were unequal to lﬂlll{ the greedy
adventorers who were spresd over the Jand, aod to
Tosintain the mifitary foros which wea pecessery to sup-
ort en athiteary and iniguitcus Guvernment, The
ompany, thotefoce, came bafore Pacliament aa doline
quents who bud grossty abused their zast, an ss bank-
rupte who were ansble to perform their engagements.
aoh being the condition of affairs, Indin formed the
most prominent topic in the King's Speech on_opening
the autumnal Session of 1783; and s few duys later M.
‘Fox introduced bis famous Indis Bill, to suspend the
owers of the Company, and to bring the affairs of
fmﬁn under conatitutional control, In 1784, thia Bill
o the better government of Tndia” was passed
through the House of Comumans by » majority of more
than two to one in evory division, And if it had hegome
law, a strong aud indopandent Parlismentary eontrol
%o\;lld have b‘:en uub)inhe\fi tohve:- tl'u Exesutive in Ing&v
‘ohappily, the progrets of the reformers was eto)
by thr? gum of the Coalition Ministry ; and the wﬁ of
an‘ng o bit and s bridloin tha mouth of tha great
ndian bureauarscy vomaing unfulflled to tho present

day.

{lr. Pitt, who next oawe into power, passed his Indis
Bill, which established the Board of Contrel, the Presi-
dont of the Board being » Minister of the- Crown. He
thug provided for systematio interferenco in the affairs
of the Company ; and in 1793, Mo Dundas, then Fre-
sidont of the Board of Control, took ndvunhga of the
renewal of the Company’s Charter, for a pericd of 20
yoats, to conkolidata all the axisking soaotments, thus
oompleﬁn&tha fabrio of the dus! governmant by the
Board of Control aud the Court of Directors, which
Jasted sorme G0 yenrs from this date, :

A similar Parlinmentary enquiry waa held before the
renowal of tha Chartar in 1813, the result of which was
that the commercial monopoly which the Esst Indis
.(mim enjoyed with ngns to Indis and Chins, was
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Again, in 1838, when the Chavter was renewed, the
methoxable Act was paseed by whith it was deolared thay
Nitives of India, without regard to coloas, duscent ox
taligion, should bo eligible to every office under the Qov«
eroment which their eduoution snd sequiraments might
hun]gly then to fill, '

Finally, thero was the enquiry which preceded the re-
uewal of the Charter in 16585 an enquiry whiok ied to
meny benefleial reforms, including the sbolitian of pat-
tanage in the Indian Civil Service, the appointments
being thrown open to public competition.

From the abovs meagre kammaty wa can'ses the fm-
mense banefit that Indie derived from suth perfodical
Pulinmentary anquivies ; the objeat of these snquivies
beiog, fivst, to apoertain the facts as to the condition,
tho wants, od the aspirations of, the peapls; snd,
soaondly, 1o ducide how those wanis and aspications
¢an best he mat, with benolit to all concerned, Rzperi-
ence showg thut in ench period of 20 years fresh condi-
tions hiad rinen, nnd matarial slterations became neous-
sary bath in the fr k of tha t mnch
And' in modos of administeation, in ordur to most the
sonial atd political devalopments of tha psopla. Bnt
thiy development and progross has been much more
wapid duting the kall-contury which hes elapsed since
the enquiry of 1859, Whet hes bean dove sinco then
¥ voalive the wituation ; to provide redress of griev-
ahicer ; to contro] the offielal autooracy ; sod to eatisfy

- the natoral aspirations of the peoplo for self-govern-
went, stimulated a8 it bne been by the education sud
the contaot of Western ustions? Muoh was hoped for
in 1858, whan the old Esst Indis Company was dis
eatablished, and the direst sdministration was ssewmed
by the Crown, But what has been the practioal result ?
Tho thaory, of eorirse, is thai, the Searstacy of State for
Indis is responsible to, and subordinate to, Parlisment,
and that ip dealing with Indian ¢omplaints bo ooenpiss &
position of judicial impartiality,  But this s altagether
& dolusion,  Tha Beoretary of State for India, being

od by the Miniaterial majority, is in Indisn mab-
tors, pragtically the mestor, uot the ssrvams, of the
House of Conmons ; snd g0 far frow baing o imper-
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Vil judge, ready to hear complainte, snd eager to afford

rodress, b is in veality the mouthpisee and champion of
tho official hierarchy, sgaingt whoro the complaints are
wade. Deriving his views and information golely from
the Indin Office, he becomes naturally the wpologisk of
all offioial acts, And resents every complaini as o reflec-
tion on the administration of which he is himselt the
head, So far from things baing better now theb they
were before 1858, they are distinetly worse; epdes
pecially in two partioulsrs: In those deye Indis was
administered in the nama of the Bast India Company,
and there existed & wholesome jeslousy, both in the
House of Commons and in the country,of & chortered
monopoly. That wholeaome jealousy bas been Julled to
sloep vince the Crown has openly assumed the adminise
tration. Tho other great benefit that India then ens
joyed, and has mow lost, was the full and impartial
enquiry hefore sach renewal of the Compavy's Charter.
Out of those enquivies srowe, ns we bave ecen, nli the
mont usefal and progressive reforms by which England
hag benofited Indin.  Also,the Company used to put
it houso in order, and redreased griovances, when theso
enquiries wero in sight. Now, all these benefits are lost.
Bince 1856, thero haa bess o buch enguiry ; 5o day of
reckoning for the Indian adminietration ; and the Indian
people are quite powerless to abtain that thorough and
1ndependant inveatigation into facts which used to come
to them actomatically, and withont effort, once every

@ywn. 8o for from being controlled, the Tndian

1 y ib always b g stronger, more ye-
hotiontry and more aggressive ; fortilying iteell in the
great centralised departments, wnd grasping the legis«
lative mahinery, which it employs to undermine local
:elf-g?vemmenk. to suppress free specch, sud to paras
Iyse higher edueation. Instead of emphasining the diffor-
ence between _Bn_mh and Russion rule, and ‘develop-
ing thoso froe institntions which form the main ground
of Indisn attachment to England, theso blind guides re
Woiting p in Indis & fechle and foolish dmitation of
Russian despotism, and Ave rapidly alignating the sffece
tovs of a loyal, intelligent and law-abiding people.

Anyone who parases the edrlier dehates 1n Parlisment
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+ with regard to the aonstitutional changes in the Indian
Governmant, will wotice the anzious desire of the
speakiers that dus weight should bogivan to Indinn
opinion snd Indian knowledge. But the diffeulty in
those oatly days was to get hiold of sny suthorised and
otgunised [ndian publie apinion. Now, bowaver, thab
difficulty no longer oxiats.- Sineo 1866, sevarnl gemera~
tiona of educated men have come forward, trained in our
colleges snd universitied; men who have altained the
highest distinotion iu adwinisteation, on the Beuch, ab
the Bar, in scionge, and all the liberal professions, Witk
such apokesmen Indis i6 no longer inerticwlate. Nor is
Indian publio opinion sny longer without effective orga-
nisation. For the Indian National Congross, frecly elect-
.6d in all the Provinoes of Indin, has now met yoar aftar
Year, for the lnat 20 years, to voics the needs, the wishes,
and the aspirstions of the Indian paople; and the resola-
tons, modorate and roaeonable, ave yosr by year ras&eeb-
tully submitted for the consideration of the Iudisn Gov-

t. Rightly understood, the interests of Tndia snd
England ara idestioal, and the cordial co-operation of
the educated clasees is the most hopeful sign for our
suacessful ndministeation in the futurs. As & prelimin.
ary step towards utilising. this nource of kmowledge
sndl infuenes, an gxporienced Indianadministrator should
bo added to the Exeutiva Council of the Viceroy, sud
sevaral indepandent repressotative Indians should ke
invited to git on the Council of the Secretary of State

for India.* .

. At pretont; the Indian Government refasss enquiry

into the condition of the Indian rural popolation, whil

suffers from famine and plague; and » deaf ear is turn~
od to thy memorials of the Netional Congross, asking
far reasonable measyres whioh will improve the condiv
ton of the masses. Spscial Indian knowledgs, such aa

Parliament does not possesn, is needed to deal satiatac-

torily with these vexed questions.

*'This srticle was weitten long before the lateet
Indian Couneils Aot -




0. Agriowlfural Indebtedness."

T this Address yon have Tefaered to the impoverished
condition of the massea of this country, and you have
reforrel to the intervet that § have talien in the ryot, in
tho great raral population of Indis. Tt is quite true, &
may 8ay, that for pearly half s century my snxions
thought, bies bean for the great madn of the rural popu«
Ition. (Cheera) The great probleo is dhis, the tertible
indebtédness of the agriculturist, au indoltedness so
ﬁtub thetit paralyses his energics, it enelaves him, it

oprives. him of his herditary scres. Thebis the
greatest mistortune that can happen to dhe coumiry.
This great indabbedness lins 1ed, | regret to say, to the
destruetion of his ¢redit. When s man owes mors
o oxu ever hope to pay, how can ke got Joatts whon lio
is in great difficulties } The consoquenco i that this
wxasseive indebtadnoss i, ] beliove, the wain gsase of
tho great mortality duving famines. When orops failed
in former times & wan bad mome. litkle ornaments
remainivg tolimand be had eredit with the woney-
landor, with the grain dealee; but wow owing to his
axeosnive indebtedneas, if the hurveat fails, he hes no
monoy tabuy food, vo oredit to borrow money, and
wmloss ho iz “fed by the State at the expense of tho
taxpsyer, ho must Qdie in starvation. That is &
taible state of things. I way ssy thet famine
by ot besn o famine of f00d, bub hes been a famine of
poverty. In the worst times of the famine and in the
woret localitios there won slways food tio ba gotiif the
peoplond only the moneyto buy it with or had the
aredil to borrow the money. Thotefore, I sy this
terrible indoblodnoss is the groak oause of the famine
m%ml{lty. i .

ontlemen, with your parmission, I would very beiefly
refer 1o the elforts whichiat differant porioda] h:ie niade

® Reply to an Addross of Wel
Citizans of Mudeas on the 618 J:nm.lq;(.)%? o by e
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in order to dea! with this texrible evil of rural indebted-
ness. From both of these things I had considerable
hopes ; but I am sorry to say in both cases those hopes
were not realised. {The Chairman; for the present.) For
the present, 1 am glad to see, the Chairman tells us. The
first was in the year 1852 when our beloved Marguis of
Ripon {cheers) was the Viceroy of India At that time
we made a scheme to deal with the indebtedness of the
Talug of Purandar in the Poona Colleciorete. Both the
wyots and money-landers agreed to the srrangements we
wproposed. The schems was to make a seitlement of the ofd
debis vpon an equitable basis with the consentof all
parties : the Stabte was 0 advance the amount of these
debts, Having thus cleared the way, we were o establish
an experimental Agricultursl Bank in that talug in order
that the ryots might receive abundant advances ata
moderate rate of ivterest. To this scheme the ryots had
agreed, the money-lenders had agreed—thney were to be-
enme sharehclders in the Bank—the bankers bad agreed,
the landholders had agreed and we had many experienced
Government Pensieners who were willing freely and
without peyment to administer the affairs of the Bank.
Mot only that, but the Governmient of Bombay agreed to
this scheme snd the scheme went up to the Government
of indis: and I am giad to say that the scheme was not
culy approved by the Viceroy, Lord Ripon, but also by
his Finance Minister, Major Baring, who is now Lord
Cromer. Lord Cromer, when he was satisfled that the
people desired the scheme, that it was on good bysiness
lines, and that it wae likely to be o pioneer that might
spread to other parts of the country, was willing to pro-
vide the hard cash toc make the settlement between the
ryois and the money-lenders. He was willing to ad-
vapce po leas than Ks. 82 lakhs in order {o make-a com-
plete setilement of the oid debts.

This having been agreed upon, & despaich was sent in
the year 1882, to the Secretery of Htate for Iedinin
Londen, asking for his sanction for this great and use-
fal experiment ; and the Qovernment of Indis said : ©* We
csnnot see that any harm ean  possibly eome fromw . this,
and very great berefit might scerne o the whole coun-
try.” 1 am sorry to say—I am not going to csll any hard
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names, 1 do not think that any hard oawes over break
one’s oppotent’s boney nor do any good to onels causg-
1 shall only say that [ regret to say Uit tha Seoratary of
State for Indin, after a wearisome correspondande mak-
ing diffouition and asking questions that coxld not bo
answered—we wanted to make an experitent and ses
how it worked; 2 man canoot learn to swim until he
goes jnto water, and in the same way we wented o make
an experimoot to see how a Bank could be worked--I am |
sorry to say that alter considerable correspondencs, the
fooretary of State for India coded by giving & negative
to the whols scherme without giving any proper vousons
tor his rofusal, (Shame,) That wasin 1882 Nearly a
uarter of o contory bas elspsed and now a¢ Last, after
92 yoars the Govarnment of India have discovered that
Agticultural Banks would be » ‘sood thing for
the ryots of the country. If they had fousd out that
22 years wgo, We should have found that Lord Cromet,
instead of employing his genius and ability in rescuing
the ryots of Egypt from their indebtedness, would have
employoed his genius aud capacity tohave done that for
the ryota of the Empire of [ndin. 1 have ssen the propo~
sals of the Government, of lodia for Agricultural Banks,
but it appears to me that they sve not matistactory
Thoy sra too much centealised. They depend upon
contralisation instead of wing waptod Yo tho special
noads of tho poople in the locality, They are too
dootrinaite ; they ava uot practicsl encugh and I vory
much foar that they have nobvery much hops. But1
] 2glm'l b Ay rate t.luﬁ they have taken that one stap
in 22 yoars, that thoy discoveced that Ageictltural Banks
would b a sm‘l thing for the paople, (Laughter) .
 Tho sscond matter to which [ would deaw your atten-
tion is the Memorial, the vory largely and inflnentinlly
signed Memorial, of the [ndian Famine Union, askin
fora detailed aconomie inquiry into the condition o
typloal villages that have bean woffering from famines.
The reason that we desired that eoquicy was bacause of
tha irrecontilable differencs of opinion bebween the offi~
cials and the non-officialy with regard to the vaal oondi-
tion of the Indian ryots; in the Anuual Reports we are
alwaysbaingtold of the iucreasing proaperity of the ¥yob.
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1 he has been inoreasing in prosperity o sinao
‘emember official Ilepom,wl:e o‘:ﬂb vta:yh?:rva st
nan by this time. (Laughter) But the non-official
dpinion i8 thet ho is & very poor man, a mere atary
veling and o vietinn of famine and plague. Until we
lonide what the condition of & petisnt is, how can we
possibly apply sty romedy? If youhaves sick men,
wo flest make a diagnosin of his cnse wnd then we know
pow to apply the remedy, We, thorefore, he%gad the
Government of Indin to weke this enquiry. Ithinkl .
way esy that never was o petition more inflnentially sign-
o, bogioning with the Archbishop of Canterbury and
going down through every grade of society, Iam sorry
to say Shat the Secretary of Btate snd the Governmeot
of Indis both refased to mmake that euquiry; sod I ses
nt in the last duy o two, Bir Bdward Law has spoken
of the genorsl wave of prosperity that has beon. passing
over the country during the Jast three years. 1 say this
is o statemon; which cught not to he made nnless there
isa il enquiry befors independent nauthorities to
pacortoin what js the res] condition of the people,
Now, this enquiry was vefuned for various rossons.
Ong was that it would take wp too wuch time
of the Government officiala, ButThave been able to
goint out tothom that M. Thorburn, the Financial
ommisgioner in the Punjab, made such an enquiry inne
Tess than 742 Punjab villages, Ho completed the enquiry,
1 think in six weeke and the whole cost of it was only
£300. It that is $he case, why should the Governmont
sbrink from muking the enquiry we ask for ¥ Another
ground wasthst it would raive unfounded hopes in the
agricultarists’ minds, But in 8ir Antony Macdounell's
groat Faming Roport, he said that ane of the greatert
ovils which tha country suffered from was the despairing
despondency of the agricoliurists, Tho first thing he
asked to take waa the motto, * put hoart into the peo-
ple”; that is what is wanted. Theretoro to raise hopes-
in the minds of the people isnot & bud thing, but on
the other hand a very good thing.
. Lastly, they told vse mmutmrdlnl? thing ; thoy
said that if the enguiry ware made it would be intensely
resented by the people. Now, X think that it is ar
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inquity Whioh the peopla have always been asking for ;
thzt itl? will not be 3«5.@ by the poople is shown by the
fact that the Indisn National Congress, whiell represents
the paople, hes twice mede the roquost to Governmeont
that the enquiry should be made in secordance with the
vecommandations of the Indian Famine Union's Memo-
wisl. (Cheers)

~ *-“‘*"""‘
IIL. -The Mission of the Congress*

1 Jinve watehed from ity commencomont the movement
which bas now culminated in the Indian Nationa] Cov-
gress. And in my humble judgment the movement i
unmitigated goud in its origin, objects and ita methode.
As rognrds ity historical origin, we know that it is the
diraot resull of the nablest effurts of British atatesmun-
ship : the natural and healthy feuit of higher educetion
and free intitutiona freely grantod to the people of India.
Aguin what are the practical eobjects of the Congress
movoment P They are fo revive the Nutional lite, abd
fo inorense the material proaperiky of the conviry; and
‘what: better sbject could swe have betorous P Laatly, a8
xogards cur mothads, they axe open and comstitutiona),
sud basod solely on Tndis's relinnce upon British justice
and love of fair play.

’
. L] * *

Tho mon who points out the vocke and skoala towards
which the ship is moving, is the friend of the eaptaio,
not tho onemy. And thab in the light in which the Gov-
-aroment should regand the eriticlams of the Congross.
Tho modexate reformn proposed by the Congreas will sll
2:& l:ol:&kt;ﬁe pe;% O{h Ingil more prospatous and

nted, sn eroby stron ‘ g~
ion of Britiah' rulo. Cheerag o thetomds

s From the Presidential 4ddyess to the FY
Congress, 1885, et o the Fifih



IV. The Congress and the Masses.*

12 we careinlly study the Congress resoluiions, we
shall flvd that they ell peint to one main consideration,
the condition of the sagriculiural magses. Upon the
welfsre of the pessant cultivator depends the prosperity
of ajl India, The one great guostion, therefors, ix how
can he be protacted from famine and pestilence 7 How
can he be made happy asnd prospervus ¢ Everything
depends upon the answer given to this question. And
it is here thai the irrecoucilable diffsrence of opinion
arises between the offiefal and non-official view of the-
situation ; between the Government and ihe Congross.

The Government view is that the cultivator is prosper-
ous ; the Congress view is that he is ruined : the Gow-
ernment view is that the official system of contralised
departments is the eanse of his prosperity ; the Congress
view is that this same syrtem is the canse of his ruin,
Here is & clear iseue of fact [ and the prayer of the
Congress iz that this jssue skould be tried and determin-
6. 1s the cultivator prosperons or ighe rained P What
wa now ask for, a5 & preliminary step, is a detailed eco-
nomic iaquiry, by an impartial avthority, into ths con-
dition of a few typical villages ; an inquiry afler the
fashion of that conducted in London by Mr, Charles
Booth, and in York by Mr. Rownires. Bul this inguiry
the Indian Government iz unwilling o face. \
Curzon will not aliow it to be mads, ugh it haz been
demanded by the Indian Famine Union, backed by s
Memorial signed by leading vepressntatives of every in--
Buential eln.sg: in Ié:!e Urited Kingdom. i

The situsation is, indeed, & strange one. On the one
hand, we have Indisn public opinion, fepresented by the
Congress, quite solid, dbut dostitute of political power;
oa the other hand, we have Lord Curzon ab the head of
the all-compelling official autooracy. The Congress says

* From an stbicle on * Indin Re-Visited ™ to the
“ Indian Review ” for March, 1905. ’
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At Tudjs is sofferiag; Lord Corson sayas ¥ No, she
is happy snd prosperous ;¥ and hars the matter musb
stand untld ingudry is made, and the facts datermined, It
9 the o} dispite Betweon the wearer of the shoe wnd the
maker, The wearer suya: * the slicodoss not b it gails
me; 1 am crippled, sud oannot walk; plesse stnaine
ﬁ!ool.md you will soo that thipis the onse’ ‘The
offioia] shos-maker fs indignapt that wach compleints
ghonldbo tade, He knows whaks supotior porson he is,
how slidlled & workman, how kindly intentioned, e,
therafore, refuscs all uquiry; and explaing to the British
pubdio that theoo complainta wust bo unfoanded, ad his
workehap and his work people are the most meritorious
it thio wotld has ever noon.

hﬂngh in thot asent m”mﬁwx&m

quiry cannot ba indelinitely peekponed ;
‘beoutin the and . )

sl e

V. A Balieme of Villsge Tnquiry®

My nchome in that, after the inquiry suggested in
‘e, dach of these typieal villages should be put ander
the ahatgs of an experienced and sympathetic officar
with fostruction that hashonld by kia own methods of
“keeping avscunts of the com, el bring thet village
into , X rogard the village community as the
it in Tndls, *The recals of this axporiwent wonld give,
uaclooto the methed for rendeting prospercus all
the halt » million villogen of which Indis §x made n&l

The fn in not werely to di
Mﬁm the m:im .:p.mi
Bach experiment that s found -succeseloi
tpld o neﬁshbommm:- eyt
expind each et
whish sacnowically are Kcuilarly sopditioned * oot

# * From au Interviow t the Representn
n Modrud, Maik i Juourg, 006 e of




1 have j}assed a quarter of @ century
o;tg yaa, and during that pericd of
e I have not fnown what it was fo
w an unkindness from a nalive of
Wia. During that period I have been in
service of the people of India, and
eaten thety salt.  Awd 'l hope by
te to theiy service what still vemains
e of ative life™—From the Presi
ial Address to the Fifih [ndian
tional Congress, 1889.



SELECT OPINIONS OR “THE INBIAN BEVIE'
et W e

SIR WILLIAM WEDDERBURN, writing to
columns of * Indin? (April 17, 1908, rafers to tho Ind!
Review an * wn excellent Madras maguzine.

SIR HENRY COTTON.-Allow me: to exptess
yot the admiration I foel for your edergy in literary p!
duation and the valushle wevias you are thereby rend

ta your fellow-Gotmtrymen, o

HE GUZERATI,—Mr. Natosan mny woll by o
gratulnted upon the eomwenduble enterprize he |
shown and the great anceess whioh has crowned |

efforty,
THE TELEGRAPH.—This Ercollent Boview,
BENGALEE.~Itis ably edited hy Mr. (i.A, Notes!
1.4, that distinguished publicist of Southern. Indis. * -
‘Well-known manthly magssine, . .
RAST, GOFTAR AND SATYA PRAKASH,.—
periodical s ono dewsrving of liberal patronage
the public, sy, indeed, we believe that s journal wl .
turobshes Buch smple reading and excellent Litef
matecials for an anwunl charge of fiva cupees sh
bave soveral thousand aubscribers on its rell, Tr
its namo, tho jouenal in slmost solely dovated to ¢
Tndian topias of interast, dealt with from diffevent st
pointe by difforent writers, thoa giving the
thorough insight into the stbjeot-matter of the ool '
butions and belping hica to form-an enlightened opis
an the burning questions of the day. . ,
THE MAHARATTA.-The Indian Review is do
weful sarvics a3 & monthly magazing and attamptq
koap & high lovel of thought in its articles which us
oome from the pen of ten who have develed
thought to tho subjects tla';y handle, .
MORNING POST.~-That very veadable mon!
HINDU PATRIOT.—4 mine in its way of v
intercating information,
INDIA. —The Indiean Review sbould e better kn
among students of Indian aBlairs in England,

The Annual Subseription fo the* Indiay Review,
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