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PREFACE 

The primary object of this paper is to analyse the present condition of rating 
valuations of house property, in a manner which has been made possible by . 
the kindness of the Ministry of Health in putting at our disposal the results 
of an enquiry conducted by them in the years 1937-38. The statistical analysis 
of this material is given in Part II below. Its use has enabled us to draw, for 
the first time, a general picture of the valuations which have resulted from 
present practices in the determination of rateable values, and thus to give our 
discussion of the problem a firm foundation of fact. We should like to express 
our gratitude to the Ministry for the confidence which they have shown in 
entrusting this unpublished material to non-official investigators (a confidence 
which we trust we have not abused) and for the interest in our enquiry which 
they have maintained throughout. 

The enqui~ has bee~ conducted under the auspices of the National 
Institute of Economic and Social Research, and is a part of the general enquiry 
into local taxation which my wife and I have been conducting for the Institute. 
A report on the first part of our enquiry has already been published under the 
title 'Standards of Local Expenditure'; a third paper, dealing with the Inci
dence of local rates (14te payments .as a percentage of the income of the rate
payer), is planned to follow. We have in fact been led to make the present in-

~ vestigation into, valuations as a necessary preliminary to our study of the 
incidence of rates. , 

When a work has three authors, a word about the division of labour between 
them is perhaps called for. Part I, on the Historical Background, is the work 
of Mrs Hicks; the statistical analysis in Part II is due to Mr Leser. I am re
sponsible for the more economic analysis in Part II, and jointly with my wife 
for the conclusions as to policy. Mr Leser is not responsible for the recom- · 
mendations which have been based by his collaborators on the material which 
he provided. 

J.R.H. 

1944 


