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SAMYUKTA MAHARASHTRA PARISI-tAD 

l 
OR 

The United Maharashtra League 

OBJECTS 

( I ) 'ro take all necessary steps to constitute the 
. whole of the contiguous areas inhabited by 
t~e .Marathi-speaking peoples into a single 
provi~ce. 

The following are the contiguous areas of the 
Mara.thi-speaking :people-

( i ) Marathi-speaking areas in the Province 4 of 
Bombay. 

( ii ) :Marathi-speaking areas of the Central 
· , Provinces and Berar. · 

(iii) :Marathi-speaking areas from the Hydera­
bad ( Dn. ) and the Indian states in the 
territory contiguous to the areas mentioned 
in ( i ) and ( ii ) above. 

( iv ) Marathi-spea.king areas from the Por­
tuguese India. i. e. Gomantak. 

( II ) In this effort to try,·. as a first stage if 

necessary, to bring into being a single 
province of the Marathi-speaking peoples 
under British Rule and then to try further, 
as and when possible to incorporate such 
of the other Marathi-speaking areas as are 
contiguous to the above Province. 



Samyukta Maharasbtra Pari~had 

OR 
The lJnifeJ ~1ohoFo\laffo leoque 

A Bri.::f Account 
Formation of homogeneous linguistic unit;; in a 

federated India. is now considered the bt:~t and the 
most natural process along which the supreme task of 
building up the permanent political structure of India 
should proceed. The Indian National Congress has 
long ago accepted this fundament:~.] basis. The idea 
was slowly gaining ground during the last quarter of a 
century vr more. As however, the time was fast appro­
aching when India. \Vould atta.in its full freedom, 
serious efforts became necesea.ry for translating the idea. 
<.·f the formation of linguistic units into actual practice. 

So far as th,e 'Mara.thi-speaking people are concerned 
the need of the formation of a linguistic 'Maharashtra. 
unit was pressed hefore t.he people by the All-lfaharah­
tra. Litt>rary Conference at its sessions ht>ld at the 
prinripa.l centres of !\Iaharashtrians from time to time. 
llvweYer, at the B~l~:\um session of the confer.:nce in 
llay 19-ju ~Ir. G. 'l'. hla.<.lkholkar Edit'-r '' Taruna 
Hh.lr;tt " :1nJ. a. Hot~J a.ut.hvr in ~hrathi put iu a 
,·i;~oron:J plt!:l. in it~ fayour in his. aJJrcss d:::L,·erfJ 
th(!rc. The Conft:rence at ou(·~~ proct>.:J.~_:.J to :l.pt•oint. 
a rcprt":"C'DtltiYe ComruittL't> with )I. ~I. Prof. D. Y. 
l'utdu as thl' Chairman auJ ~Ir. Keshlwl'lo J~dLe, 
Mr. Shwbrrao Dl·o, )lr. S, S . .X;J.\\'J.f'~ as. m.:--wlA. rs 
to;c:hc-r with .llr. M~kholku as its seer· ~:1ry. 

Th!s Co!Dmitt~ ft•!t tLI3 need of brint;iug into 
~:xi-s~<nc.""~ a. repr~3C'nttl:.i\"tl org:misJ.tion specifically set 
u~ fvr thll pJ.r~sc. '\Y 1th tb is en l in Tit-w, a r~presen· 
titi-coe ~·tbu~~ Witt held at tbe B!,~teky Loato ~ 
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BJmba.y on 2'3ch Jnly 1946 under the ·Ch:11irma.nship of 
Mr. Shankarr:1o Deo. Mr. S. K. Patil was the Chairman 
of the Reception Qommittee. This Bombay Conference 
unanimously adopted a. resolution urging the formation 
of a. linguistic :Maharashtra province and asked the 
representatives from the Bombay Province and the 
Central Provinces and Berar in ~he Constituent Assembly 
to n.ise there this question and try to bring into 
being the linguistic 1laharashtra Unit. 

To implement this resolution the Conference 
also appointed a Committee and entrusted to it the 
ta.sk of founding the United .Maharashtra League. By 
another resolution the Conference appointed a committee 
with the Rt. Hon. Mr. M. R. Jaykar as Chairman and 
Prin. D. R. Gadgil as the Convener to prepare a draft 
scheme of the United Ma.harashtra Province after 
making necessary local inquiries. 

On behalf of this Committee Prin. D. R. Gadgil 
and l\Ir. Shankarrao Deo undertook a tour visiting 
some of the principle centres'from the Central Provinces 
and Berar and discussed several important matters 
involved, with the local leaders and groups. Prin. D. R. 
Ga.dgil had submitted to the Jayakar Committee two 
!>hort but weighty notes § which have been separately 
published both in English and Marathi. These notes deal 
with the general principles affecting. the creation of 

. homogeneous units in a Federation and discuss some 
. of the. devices which may be adopted in case of need 

1 such a.s local autonomy and the · institution · of 
subprovinces in a Federating Unit. These notes have 
no doubt proved very helpful and are· calcula.tetl to set 

- at rest a number of doubts and difficulties likely to 
arise a.s we proceed ftnther. in our task. 

§ ( i) Unii'ieatioJ1 of :MaharashtPa • ·· · ~-- · · 
(U) The ooo.ttitnt\on of ied~r:ni11g t;'oit!!. 

-·. 
---- .J 



'fhu work"/ preparing a J.ra.ft cunstilutivn of the 
United !l!a.harasLtra. League, decidt.:d to be e5tablished 
with the specific c,bject uf Lringi.ng into being a. "Cnited 
~hh.ara.shtra. Province, waa entrusted to a. Committee 
wnsisting of M. M. Prof. D. Y. Potdar, A(harya. D3.d~ 
Dharma.duikari and llr. A. S. Patwardhan. Accorlli· 
ugly, ~ draft was prepared and after discur:sion a 
Con:ititutiou for the propo:;.cd Lc;,1 gue ''" h finally approved 
ou 2t:'Lh St:pt. 1946 at Poona. 

T~c rc,-ponse from the puLlic to the c:a.ll of the 
U. ~I. League w:J.s so prowpt and entbus1:1.stie that 
within ahuut one month to the enJ of October 1946, the 
hst day fixed fur enrolment of members, the number 
spontaneously Wt'nt to 13803. UnJt~r the constitution 
tlection~ '\\'ere held and a Council of R.:pres.?nt3.tives 
w~l.s elected in D(·cember 19-iG. .. 

U nJ.er the aubpic<:s oC the G uiteJ 1hharashtra. 
Leagul.' thus formed, a. con[ert'uce of the Council of 
Hepreseut:1.tives of the League was held in the Town 
Hall at Jalga.on (East 1\.handesh) on 13th & 14th 
April 1947 under the .chairmanship of !~Ir. Sha.nkanao 
Del). This c<mference adopted the P...eJ?l>l"t of the work 
done so far together with a. Statement of .A.xounts. 
tiubwitteJ by Dr. Y. K. Sovani. Then the election of tht' 
uc\\' l~xecuti\'c Committe-e was hdd. Some ch3.llges in 
the t·unstitutiou of th.:> J.A'a;ue were carried out. It \\·ae 
a.1t.V decided t-o Lol.i a. ~uppkmcntary t:k<:tion of the 
P-.cprc~ntatives in view d the wry pre::sin~ decand 
from num0ro:1s ccutl'(;s to enlist ad.di~iona.l members of 
\he League. 

In its dehb€r&tions, the Council tbra.shoo out 
SI:VHal irupc~rtant frobkms dcmandin~ a~tention and 
tW•,•pt.:d tht.: followi.n~ resolutions una!limousJy. Tl:e 
l\:>u~ql C•y"i'";_,.,j i 1:'0'.,1;,... 5.:--"'•_;,.._., u·l-'.:.•P> tl-..:=..:> l.,.,..,n .. ·e ....... + -- ... - ..-- ............ _ t.r ... •- __ ....,. ,. .... ._.. 

- . . 
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tions wer~ <:.ommunica.ted a,nd expla.ini.ld to the public 
.who welcomed them very enthusi~stically. 

The Text of the Resoiutions passed at the 
. . ·~ 

Jalgaon Conference beld on 13 & 14·Aprill947. 
I Unification of Maharashtra. 

This Confcre1;1ce reiterates· the Resolution rtgar· 
ding 1.mification of the :Maharashtra Unification Con· 
ference held in Bombay in July 1946. It places on 
record its conviction' that the fully autonomous consti­
tuent Units of a Sovereign Indian Union must be homo· 
geneous lingustic units. To form such units it is nece­
ssary to reuistribute the existing Provinces in India. 
So far as tbie question concerns the Marathi-spea1.-ing 
people the contige.ous areas inhabited predominently by 
the speakers of Marathi in the Province~:t of Bombay 
( including the city of Bombay) and of the Central Pro­
vinces and Berar, should be brought together in one 
political unit as the first step. The constitution of such 
a unit of unified Maharashtra shquld form . an integral 
part of the work of the. Constituent Assembly. This 
conference therefore expresses satisfaction a.t the t Reso­
lution passed in this behaJf by the Bomby Legislative 
Assembly duri~ . the recent budget session urging 
the Constituent Assembly . to ta.ke the question 
immediately. 

~ ReJolution by Mr. A. J. Doddameti,M. LA. ( 10-2-1947 ) 

"This Assembly recommends to Government to convey to 
the Constituent Assembly. through the Government of India 
th.!t thiA A.ssembly is of opinion that the. ~edistrlbution of pro. 
'tinea~ on. ... ling':i!::t.!it.asts i: a nec:!!:SSai'1 preliminary to the 
ev.ol't!tio:t c! 3!\.bt.:.;ril eou~titut~c·!! f~ lnclfu.nd that therefc.re 
t£~ q"1~Et:.~1l t~_t.:ka tqUOl'.: cou::2~;;.ti~~at a:a ;~:.:~:t C~!ge o~ 
i'!.3 'T'·::l~'e'e"d.!""rllt. • ,·, ... - : . . . ~ • 

.1" +-t;,P ·-:- ...... · ...,.,._ .. ~•.•• 
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II State~ of JanJira, Jawbar and Sargana.. 

This Cvnference notes that in tho vrojec~(l 
c.onfellt~rn.tion o£ tLe 'Yestern lndi.!\ S~!l.~a a.re include'J 
.Janjira., Jawhar :~.nd Surgana. Th~ population o£ thcsc 
8tatcs is Marathi·spe:1kin~ and they r1re sought to be 
iocorpor:1tcJ in !\ Union whi<:h w.i.H compose, in the 
rua.lu, vf units inh:1 bited by speakers of other lillguug•!S. 
This Conforcnce therefore protests a.gtl.in:;t the indusivn 
of the:;.-~ f:'tate~ in the propo::;cd C'onfcJera.tion. In tl1e 
t•pi nion. of this conference, the natur:ll pl1.l'e uf 
thc&J statcs is in the Pn•poS0d Union of D~-an States. 

IU No discrimination. 
In view of misa.pprr hensions that have lot:en 

(•xprcsseJ iu certa.in quarters, this Conference declares 
that the da.im to form provinct>s on the basis oflinguidtic 
homogeneity invol\'cs no discrimination a.g:1.inst or dimu· 
nition of the rights of any"groups of ref'idt'nts of the 
units on the ground of place of birth or of belonging: to 
a.ny origiD.a.l homo or of their epea.king any langna.ge 
or of belonging to any caste religion etc. No l1iscrimi~ 
nation either in favour of or a.gaiu!>t a.ny.section of the 
popula.tion need, will or ca.n result from the re!orl..U.3.tiun 
of provinces on a particular basis. 

IV Delimitations of Frontiers. 
(A ) This Conference is of opinion tha.t as a 

preliminary to the reformation of con:;titnent units the 
Constituent Assembly should immediately formulate 
the gen(:l'al priocirles on which delimitation of fron­
tiers of tb~ n.aw units will be undertaken. 

( B ) This Conferc=:~e authorise~· the Executi-re 
Corno:~tce to take. r.e.:e;t.~y steps to formulate- a dn.f£ 
of such r!i~iples for .tb.a guidanca of . cur· r~":tre~::ta.-
.. ;,_"',. ;" ·'-' ,... __ <,; ...... -~ j ~!""' __ ,_,y • . . . .... .... ~ . .., ... o ~ ........ ..-... ..,...~.,.r· • .. 



( 0 ) This CQnference .further nskt:fthe Executive 
Committee to prepare a. case for United Maharashtra. 
Province after instituting a thorough inquiry into the 
question of boundaries. . · · 

V. Berar and H. E. H. the Nizam. 

In view of the reported at~empt of H. E. 11. the 
Xi~a.m's Government regarding retrocession of Berar and 
the h'btest statements an<i spee0hes thttt are being made 
on their behalf in this connection, which ,in the opinion 
of this conference constitute a threat, however slender, 

. to the future position· of Berar as a part ·of Free India 
as well as to the integrity and work of the ConBtituent 
Assembly, this Conference resolves that : 

· ( i ) The people of Berar have long formed part 
of a. British province and h~ve shared 
in its administration and in the constitu· 
tiona! progress that has taken place· in 
British Intlia. Their representatives are 
no\V included iu the Constituent Assembly 
and are participating in framing a coiJ,sti· 
tution for a Sovereign Indian Union of 
which Berar. is to form an organic and 
integml part:. The people of· Bern.r. will 
resist: any attempt to· deflect them from 
this. futt1re and tO force the Sovereignty of 

·the Nizam in any manner, on them . 

. ( ii ) This Conference earnestly requests the Con-
. stituent Assembly and the Provisional 
Government which will receive power· on 
tr~nsfer from the British to: see that noth~ 
ing will happen ·at the time of transfer 

·which will detroot in any manner from the 
jlositian of~(mu as:a.n· integta.~ ~nd vrganic 
p·a.:rt of tnQ"·t~'Jilt U&i~u. · · .·.- · ;. • · ,·, '· · 
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'. (iii) This donferencc would also ma.ke it clesr 
to H. M.G •. and the Government of the 
Nizam's Dominio~s that· no agreement 
or action on their part which \\'ill prejudice 
the political future of the people of Bera.r, 
indicated above, will be binding on .the 
people of Berar and th:it such agreement 
or action will also constitute an infringment 
of the sovereignty of th~ Indian Union. 

VI Homogeneous Lingustlo Constituent Units 
This Conference :rea.lises the re~ponsibility plooed 

on the people of India. by His 1\.bjesty's Declaration of 
20th Februa.ry 1947, to prepare themselves to receive 
tho transfer of power and to set up a machinery to carry 
it out. '!,his Conference t~refore requests the Consti­
tuent Assembly to pay special a.ttention to this hsk 
immetlia.tely .. This conference further places before the· 
Cotlstituent A8St'mbly its considered opinion that the 
t:1sk of formulating a permanent constitut.ion for the 
futul'e Sovereign Union of India. which involves a. number 
of complica.tionti and difficulties could best be a.coompli· 
shod by the cre:\tion of homogeneous linguistic Const­
ituent Units. 
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[ Extracts from ~lr. Sbankarrao D~~·s Prest· 
dential Address at Jahtaon on 13·4·1947] 

' " ............. Whenever I mention Marathi-Speaking. 
areas in Bombay Province I de.finite}y include Bombay 
City in _it. That Bombay City forms an -integral and 
insep:uable part of Ma.harashtra, is· a fact on which, 
no two opinions need exist ...... '' 

(.' ...... This clai!D of Sir Mirza Ismail is a. challenge 
to the people of Berar and to all those who are work· 
ing fo~ a. United Maha.rashtra Province. What is onr 
reply to it ? 'Ve say, Berar is ours; it forms an integral 
part of the Sovereign Indian Union which will emerge 
after the transfer of power to Indian hands. Every 
attempt to absorb Bera.r in the Nizam's dominions 
will be resisted and we are hot 'behind anybody else in 
fighting for our cause. The very fact that Bera.r is 
repr~sented in the Constituent Assembly · by British 
Indian representatives is a. clear recognition of the 
position of Berar as independent of the Niz::~.m. " 

'' ......... It is widely felt that the fut.ure India. wit 
ba a. federation. Bat in order that the federating units 
should develop according to their respective geniuses, 
ea.oh should be a. uniling11:1l and culturally homogeneous 
province instca.J of the present provinces which were 
formed in a. h'lpha.zard manner. 

This principle· is admitted hy the Congreiia, The 
enemy· of this c:1ouse lies not without, but within us. We 
must now say without any reservation, thn.t we Wllllt 

one l\Iaha.rashtra.. " 



SaJ9yukta 1\labara~btra Pauhhad 
OR 

The United ~laharashtra Leatue. 

MEMBERSHIP 
( 1 ) Anyone who is above 18 and who accepts in 

\vriting the Aims anJ. Objects of the League and its 
Constitution and pays the required sub~ription can be 
enrolled as a. wew.ber of the LC:'ague. · 

[.Members carolled up to 3ht October 1016-13803] 

.SUBSCRIPTION 
( 1 ) The Subscription of mcruber~:~hip will be one 

Rupee to be paid only once; 
[Subscription and doua.tions collected-Tis. 14380] 

COUNCIL OF REPRESENTATIVES 
[ Firs~ Council met at· J a.lgaon on 13-14 April in 1947 ] 

( 1 ) The Council of Representatives of the League 
shall consi<st of from 51 to 201 persons. 

( 2 ) The Council will be elected according to 
rules framed for the purpose. 

( 3 ) The Council will elect as following Office 
b..;arers:-

( i ) The President ( ii ) Vice-Presidents up to 7 
( iii ) One Genera.! Secretary ( iv) F-:>ur Join' 
Secretaries ( v ) The Treasurer (vi ) All the 
JUemhers of the Executive committee (vii ) 
.-\dJitionalmembers as required by rules to 
make np the required number. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE 
[ Elected a.s noted overleaf] 

( 1 ) The Executive Cuunnittee shall consist of 
( i ) The Oilicc-Lcaras of the Council. 
( ii ) Ordinary members a.s required under Hules. 
(iii ) Togt!thcr the number shall oot exceed 29. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
( Elected a.t J a.lgaon ) 

President : Mr. Shankarrao Deo. 
Vice-Presidents: I. M. M. Prof. D. V. Potdar, Poona. 

I 2. Shri. Keshavrao Jedhe, Pooua. 

3. ,, Brijlal Biyani, Akola. 

4. , Punamohand Ranka, Nagpur. 

5. ,, Digambarrao Bindu, 
Hyderabad ( Deccan ). 

Treasurer : Shri. D. V. Gokhale. Editor Kesari, Poona. 

Genet·al Sect·etary : Shri. G. T. Madkholkar' 
· Editor Tarun Bharat Nagpur. 

Joint Secretaries: 1. Sau. Pramilabai Oka. 
Editor • Matrubhumi' Akola. 

2. 8hri. 8. 8. Naware 
Editor. Prabhat Bombay. 

~. Dr. K. B. Antrolikar. ~I. J,, A. 
Sholapur. 

4. 8hri. V. N. Naik, l\L L. A. Nasik. 

Members: Shri. S. A. Dange,l\l.L.A. Bombay. 2. Rao Saheh, 
G.M .Thaware.Nagpur 3. Shri. P. D.Rahangadale, 
Gondia 4. Shri. B. V. 8hende, Wardba. 5. Dr. 
Punjabrao De~hmukb,Member of the Constituent' 
Assembly, Amaraoti. 6. Sht•i. Anandrao 
Waghmare, Anrangahad. 7. 8bri. T. 8. Rharade, 
Abmednagar. 8. Dr. G. S. Kowadkar, Belgaum. 
!1. Sau. Indirabl\i Patankar, .Jal€!aon. 10. 8hri. 
M. K. Sahasrabudhe, Panvei. 11. Shri. K. H. 
Khadilkar, SangU. 12. 8hri. Gajanaurao Naik. 
Thana. 13. Shri. D. G. Angal, Amaraoti. 14. :i\Ir. 
Abdul Karim Lunje. Sholapur. 
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