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PREFACE. 

IN the preface to last year's Almanack we pointed out that, 
although the General Election showed that the majority of tho 
electors were opposed tQ any tinkering with our fiscal system, the 
campaign ·was not over, since the restoration of Protection was 
supported by the Conservative Party. The events of the year have 
confirmed this view. The Tariff Rtlformers have been most active, 
both on the platform and in the Press. Enormous sums must have 
been at their disposal to enable them to carry on this agitation 
during the year, while Free Traders, who do not see any immediate 
prospect of the success of their opponents, have been apathetic. 
Individual interest always excites more activity than the general 
interest of the community, and, if the fallacies of Tariff Reformers 
are ~ot continually exposed, the public, at the next General 
Election, may give a majority to a party which has accepted the 
policy of Protection, merely because some of the sections of the 
Liberal or Labour parties are dissatisfied with the Government for 
not having pressed forward their own particular hobby. Free 
Traders must continue to repeat that Protection and Preference 
mean dearer food and dearer raw material, and, as a consequence, 
increased restriction of production and commerce, which means an 
increase of the unemployed. The facts and arguments in support 
of this view will be found in the article on Free Trade.· Last year 
we pointed out how the action of Britain in refusing to claim any 

' preferential treatment from her colonies and dependencies had 
materially assisted in building up the Empire, by disarming or 
counteracting the jealousies of foreign nations, We are glad to 
note that our argument has been emphasised by, amongst others, 
Lord Cromer and Mr. Lloyd George. 
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The opponents of Free Trade ue by no means in agreement with 
each other. l\Ir. Balfour, wh•> has no settled convictions, is quite 
aware that the taxation of food is not likely t() be popular, and he, 
therefore, says that all they aim at is the broadening of the bas>s 
of taxation, so as t.o enable tl1e Tory party to gi\·e Old Age Pensioru; 
and carry out other schemes of social refot·m. Mr. Bonar Law, 
being placed on the horns of a dilemma by the experience of 
Germany, France, and America, which shows that Free Trade is 
absolutely necessary for the success of shipbuilding, hopes to obtain 
the benefits both of Free Trade and Protection by the adoption (If 
Tariff Reform as a. general system, coupled with the application of 
Free Trade to any industry we may seek t() build up or stimulate. 

The Chaucellor of the Exchequer has a difficult task before him. ~~ 
Be has, in the first place, to put a stop to the extravagance of his i 
predecessors; to inspire confidence in the financial world by i 
reverting to sound finance; and, at the same time, to find money I 
for eocial reforms, including Edue&tion and Old Age Pensiona. He , 
has indicated t-hat this is his policy, but he, no doubt, meets with !I 
diffit•ulties in inducing the heads of the two great servi~the ~~ 
Anny and the Navy-to make adequate t·educt.ions in their ·, 
d<>rnands. At the conference held by the Financial Refonn 

1 

ASSOC'iation at Leeds, in July last., Mr. Gibson Bowles, who is an ll 
&t·knowledgcd authority, asserted that, after consulting with iJ 

experh, he had cOlne to the conclusion that very considerable [I 

rf:'ductious could be made alike in the Military, N'aval, and Civil : 
Sen·i("('s, wit.hout in the least impairing efficiency. !i 

l:)till, some new source of revenue will have to be found in order !i 
to m~t the demands for social reforms, and this must be in the i! 

!: Corm of Diret_'t Taxation. Mr. Balfour and the Conservatives say, rl 
Xo. G.) hldt to the good old times when there were eome •

1

; 

*''·rut~·n hundrt'd articles on the tarift; •·hen e\"erything used by .: 
the p< .. lple, from th\! cradle to the gra\·e, was taxed. On this I 
'}Ue..ti•m ..:•f Din'<.'t nr~u4 Indirect Taution the Fi.n.&ncial Refonn I 
A"'~>< . ..-ia.tiou u.u s1~ak from exp.:rience. It ..-a.s chiefly owing to I 
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their efforts that the vexatious duties were swept away, and in 

every case the reduction or abolition of a duty materially tended 
to the benefit of the trade of the country, the comfort of the people, 

and the expan~ion of the revenue generally. 

Historical instances of this will be found in the article on " The 

Rise of the National Debt: An Account of the National Income 

and Expenditure from 1698 to 1870." This article does not pretend 
to be more than a slight historical sketch, but the tables and facts 
,. ill be of use to those who take an interest in the growth of our 

expenditure, and we hope it will be of some use to the movement 
against that militari&m that has been the curse of this and oth~r 
civilised nations. There are also articles on the House of Lords, 

the Taxation of Laud Values, and other subjects. It is time the 
question of Taxing Land Values was taken up by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. It is eighteen years since the Financial Reform 

Association succeeded. in getting this subject formally embodied in 
the Liberal programme, at the meeting of the Kational Liberal 
Federation in Mat1chester (December, 1889), and l\Ir. Asquith 
~hould be pressed to bring it forward at the earliest po&sihle 
motneut. Of course, it is necessary as a. preliminary to have a 
valuation of the land, shtwing the separate values of laud and 
buildings, &c.; but the Government must see that this is introduced 
in such a manner as to prevent ,the House of Lords by rejecting 
it, and thereby interfering with the power of the people to make 
what arrangements they deem £t to provide the revenue of the 

country. The repeal of the paper duty may suggest a metho1l. 

In order to avoid some inconveniences incident to the term 
t. Almanack," the title has been altered to " The Financial Reform 
.\lmanack and Year Book,'. and no effort has been spared to make , 

this. issue instructiv-e to the ordinary reader and useful to tlte 

politician. 
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Majority 

5,191 
4,63'2 

559 

GENERAL ELECTION EXPENSES, 1906. 

I Number i .Number Returning Otber Number 
of 1 of Can· Officers' Expen-. of ''otee 

Members. · didates. Charges. Polled. 
t :- ii. £ I , 

England .... Counties ...... 234 400 112,047 007,960 2,437,961 

~~~:;.;~.;s::::i :!26 476 65,468 280,661 2,254,413 
5 7 37 1,317 11,336 

11'o.les ..••.. Counties I 19 29 ···" 
19,116 85,(106 

Borougbo :::: .. 11 20 2,553 11,686 91,368 
Sco\1...,-1 .... Counties ······· 39 83 U,&98 77,114 336,767 

Borough.• ..... I 31 68 6,971! 36,123 260,147 
l.'l>ivenlities .... 2 5 748 2,526 U,f!ll 

lr.!land .... CounOH ...... 85 100 7,127 17,056 114.977 
Boroughs .•..•• ~ i!3 !,045 6,306 3&,70. 
rniversity "" - ! ! !5 >7 

Tot:..: . .. .... • ... ' 670 I 1,273 "206,3:!4 95~.m I 6,645,104 

• Including """' of uncontested el.ctiono.. 
t Exclusive of expenses of unconl<"<le<l electioD& 

Av. Coot 
per Vote 
Polled. .. d. 
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THE BEST WEEKLY FOR SOCIAL REFORMERS. 

Public Opinion 
£fiERY FRIDAY. 2d. WEEKLY. 

ESTABLISHED 1880. 

Edited by PERCY L. PARKER. 

The purpose of "Pl:'BLIC OP~IO~" is to provide a weekly review of 
current thought and a:rtivity as it is expressed in the world's newspapers, 
magazinea, and books, and to put on record the ideas and activities which 
make for Religious, Intellectual, Political, and Social Progress. 

IT DIRECTS SPECIAL ATTENTION TO ALL SOCIAL AND 
LABOUR QUESTIONS. IT 15 ONE OF THE BEST PAPERS TO 
KEEP FOR REFERENCE, AND IS INVALUABLE TO EVERY 
PUBLIC SPEAKER. 

It -ks to provide the busv man with a lucid sttmmarv of what is 
happening in the different fields of human activity, and to" focus within 
readable eompa.so. something of that teeming interest which comes from 
~ing in touch with many phases of life. 

This object has been achieved with considerable success ever since 
"PfBLIC OPIXIOX" W .AS STARTED I~ 1800. In the 47 years since 
then it has consistently carried out its policy. 

The need for a paper like "PrBLIC OPISIO~ " increases with the 
years, for life becomes more complex, and the busy man, thonl'(h anxious 
to keep in touch with new developments of thought and activity, has not 
the time to read the many papers which would give him the needed facts. 
"PrBLIC OPIXIOX '' seeks to do this for him, and to present just 
that precis of life and thought which will enable him to qmckly onder­
stand what is going on in the world. 

"Pl:'BLIC OPIXIOX" (published every Friday, Price Twopence, 32 
paget~) can be obtained from any Xewsagent or Bookstall, or will be !M'nt 
poiit free for one year to any addresB in the lJnited Kingdom for 1 

lOs. IOd.; and to any place abroad for 13s. per annum. Orders l!hould 
be ad<ires.._..OO to 

"PUBLIC OPINION," 30 A 31, Temple House, Tallis Street, London, E. C. 
SPECDlE:SS SE..~T FREE OY A.PPUCA.TIOY. 

WHAT IS SAID OF "PUBLIC OPINION.'" 
I 
1 llr. R. B. fui.DA-"'11, Secretary for War, says (Oct. 1st, 1907): "I think ' I von have now got 'PrBLIC OPL"\"IOX' on to the right lirwlll." "I know 
1 Oi two Prim~ ll.misten who have read regularly' PrBUC OPIXIOX.'" 
t said Paily Sru:1, lfay 1·5, 190.7 "We know of at kast one who has 
l said Daiiv :St1CI. lfav 15, ll!Oi. "We know of at lea.'l't OIMl who has 
i· Yery much prized by "Thomas Carlyle. and .-as one of the last journals 

he read." said Dr. W. R. XJN)LL in British Tftl'kly, lfay 2, 1907. 



PUBLICATIONS OF THE 

Financial Reform Association. 
Pamphlets by l\Ir. T. Gibt~on Bowles:-

"THE LOHDS OF THJ<~ LAND AS LOHDS OF PARLI.UU:NT AND 
LOJWS 01<' THE KIKGDOIII." 

Price 3d. J<'or quantities lOs. per 100, or £4 per 1,000 . 
.. N.\TIONAL FINANCE: AN I.!\Il\UNENT PERIL." Price 3d. 

·· SOCL\LISll NOT THE BEST REMEDY." 
Bt-ing a reprint of "John Smith's Heply to 'Merrie England,'" 
witlt new prefatory chapter by J. W. S. Callie, price 6d. papl;'r, 
cloth co\"er ls. 

"-~ FIFTY YEARS' RETHOSPECT." 
&ing a sketch of the history of the Financial R(lform Association 
from 1848 to 1898, prioe 3d. 

'' PROTECTION OR FREE TRADE." 
By Henry George, paper rovers, price 3d . 

.. THE STORY OF RICHARD COBDEN." 
By FranOOtl E. Cooke, prioe 6d. 

"N.\1'10NAL EXPENDITC"RE AND TAXATION, 1869-iO to 1886-7." 
Hy John Noble, price 6d. 

"BlPEHBLISIII AND COMl\lEHC'E." 
Hy lhchard Robinson, prioe 2d. 

·· }'REE TR.\DE AND SOCIAL PROBLEliS." 
Hy }2dwin .~dam, M.A., LJ •. H., prioe 2d. 

"1'HJ<~ LAND 'J'.~X: OR. HOW TO RF:STOHE FORTY IIIILLIOXS 
OF I!IT.HJ<: HEXT TO 'l'HE AXNCAL HE\'ENFE." 

R~ G. H. H.HWARD, price 3d. 

·· Tl1.- Hight to Work!' or "Tht- True ~on of the Gn·at Strik<'s in 
.~m .. r·ica." by H .. nry G('()rg~-, 4 pp . 

.. F .. ch for F>imiE'I'S," ooing a ft'!Wint Ctf 8 pamphll:'t i~~Ut'<l L~· the 
.\nti.('Ot·n-Law Leagut>, showing the e¥ils of Prott-<·tin• Dutit•s 
on t'ood to Farlll.<L'n!i and Lahourt>rs. 8 pp . 

.. 1'1w I.uhour Prol•i<'m and a llinimum Wag.>," 8 pp. 
" Tl .. • ( '11u,_, ol all the TrouLk>." 
" Briti•h FinH.s &o.·tting up •orks in Fol'>'lb'll Countri...,," .l pp . 
.. n,,, Hou..-ing Qttt-stioo." 8 pp . 
.. ~dk IUld ('~·d<'Oi." 4 pp. 

Wloo ,1 ... 11 !!""'"' ~ Tl ... 'Yor·l .. r or th.,. DrOI.W'!'" 4 pp. 

S,..,· .. ral ot 1 ... ,. in pr....paratiou. 
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!THE ROYALTYPEWRITER 
I .. 

I Royal in name a nd in quality. 
The late ·t and be~t deHiop1u en t of 
t he" F 1·ont Strike" prin ciple. Per ­
fect in \"J IBrLrTY of 'VRITI G 
a nd ,\LIGX:>IEXT. HlPLE in 
eon~truct i o n a nrl PORT. \.BLE. 

The RO YAL is t he F rR T type­
writer wit h t he tandnrct keyboard 
to he put on the market at a reason­
ab le ]WiN' 

£15 15/· less 5 % 
Eq ua l to any £23 typewriter on t he 

market in eHry deta il. 

TEST OUR CLAIMS BY A FREE TRIAL. 

ROYAL f 
Typewriters Agency -l 

41 b, North .John Street, LIVERPOOL. 
23, King Street, Cheapside, LONDON. 
13, Oxford Street, MANCHESTER. 

Telegrams : " KENWORTHY'S, SOUTHPORT. " TELEPHONE No. 0438. 

KENWORTHY'S 

Limes Hydropathic fstablishment, 
E TA.BUSHED 30 YEAR SO"''T:&:POB.T. 

P hy•i<·,'ll,IA -A. B. KK~\\'ORTEIY, M. B., C. M. (t:niv. of Edinuurgh), anrl another. 

T HE clima.te, bE:ing d.r}, mild , braA.·in ;.{ , clear, and sunny, renders outhport. the most popular od 
desin.Lie winte r r~idt-nce in the nor th. The establi~bment is close to tbe Pier, Marine 

Orh·e, Lord St reet, and wi thin 10 minutes• walk of all the stations and all the chief attrartioM, 
and is a home for the ,i .. itor requi ring re9t or chan e, o r the plltieni rt-quiring mild, tonic, 
Hydropathic t reatment, jndid oW!Iy ad,;sed a nd administered, and applicable to almost II 

ailmt=nt-. in i ,. ritd 1 ~thod The a.reommodation includ 

Large Dining Room, General and Ladies' Drawing Rooms, Private 
Sitting, Reading, Smoke, and Billiard Rooms, and over 70 

well-appointed Bedrooms. 
Turkish, Russian, Electric, Light and Heat (Dowsing) Baths. 

Terms, Prospectus , and Enqu i r ies f"rolft Mrs. kENWORTHY. 



SOCIALISM 
NOT 

THE BEST REMEDY. 
BE£NG A REPRD.""T OF 

JONH SMI TH 'S REPLY TO " MERR I E ENGLAND '' 
BY 

'ALLIE 

Tit t.n ~1 1 H nry Georg: wrote:- ·' D a r _l r . alhe.-1 ron rat ula 
you np n th,• lrttle book. wh1ch m- to me xc..>llent . iali.sm · so 
v gu and rontradictol-y t hat it cannot Hand argument. l 'l'ery 
v glh' n ' c·onrm nd, it to men who ,.,-r.ll not or cannot ta ·e the trouht 
t<> tlrink . but Ill t b Jon lUll the m u who do d rink w1ll w·n, if the 
d ' iorr 1 only kt>p~ up . ' 

CLOT H, 

'THE QUEEN, 
BATH ROAD, BOURNEIIOUTH, 

Board and Residence : Weekly, 35 6 to 3 
·' I .I Ll (.J/:TJ:. 

Cl Th pMn ipal Chure e and Chapels. op _ Theatre. Wtnter G-B.l'den. 
Pi . '" t Ground. and Pubb GB.l'dens auoe 'll'llhln fh·e m.tn tes' of 
"Th Q n.·· M:f SS T~E s. 

LI V E::&,POOL. 
· ' The Shaftesbur 



A tl1'rrtisPI/IP11fs. 

!"PAISLEY FLOUR 99 

~~ <TR,OE M .. K 

II -The sure Ra ising Po\\dn -mi:xed one 

1: part with eig ht pa rts uf •>rdinary tl our 
I 

:i makes the !Jest Cakt.: Fl uur. It make:-. 
1: 
!1 lighter and . more digestil ,k cakes, k<.:l' ps 

much !Jetter. and cos ts much less than 

prepared cake llour-. 

THE MONARCH 
Visible Typewriter 

contains all that 30 y.:ars 

of experien~e han: pro \'l· n to 

he valuable in typcwritn con-

struction. In additio n, it 

embodies all tha t 111"dern 

business requirem e nts dc: mand . 

It economiz.:s time, it ;,a\·c :: 

effort , and consequently it 

sa1·es money. Scnd feu· a cata· 

logu.:, you sha ll he th e j •.1 d ~l:. 

THE MONARCH TYPEWRITER COM.f'AHY . 
lhow Rooms : 97, Queen Vlctolia Lt. Ceneral Cftlcee : 219, Upper Thames St., Lon ~ on, f.C 

Telephone : 3415 & 3416 London Wall. Cable Addreea : rulstght, London . 

Liuoupoo/ Oeal<r< ESCO TT. 8£V£RIOGE & CO. , 37. TITH£8 H -V ~ T~EE r T< 75•:. '· 



.. '1rtT'TI "1'1/l'nl .. 

SED BY DOCTORS and the PUBLIC for OVER HALF-A-CENTURY. 

: J.Collis Browne's 

THE ORIGINAL A o ONLY GENUINE. 
The B t Remedy knowu fur 

COUGHS, COLDS, 
ASTHMA, 

BRONCHITIS. 
A.c like a charm in 

DIARRH~A, 

CHOLERA, and 
DYSENTERY. 

Admitted !"- the Prof iun 
t.o bt• the· mo -t \ u.able 
&rnt>dy e\·er rli O\"ered. 

Tho· ouly Palli tive in 

NEURALGIA, 
TOOTHACHE, GOUT, 

RHEUMATISM. 
Eft.;ctually cut ~ .-hort II 

attack, of SPASMS. 



EVANS' ANTISEPTIC 
THROAT 

PASTILLES. 
Prepared according to a formula of the LiverpooJ Throat Hospital 

A large proportion of the proceeds of se.le Is devoted to 
charity in e.ccordance With a scheme se.nctioned by the 
Court of Chancery of the County Palatine of Lancaster. 

MARK 

Highly recommended for-

VOCALISTS, PUBLIC SPEAKERS, and for AFFECTIONS of the THROAT. 

Immediate relle.,. In Hoan~eneae, Loss o¥ Voice, Cougha, 
Colds, Influenza, Aathma, Bronchitis, etc. 

CAUTION -Beware of any Pastilles which are Imitations of, or purport 
;;;.;.;;.;..;;..;;..;;;.;:.;.;,• to be the same as Evans' Antiseptic Throat Pastilles. 

SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE AND COPIES OF TESTIMONIALS. 

!~::~:''EVANS' PASTILLES.'' 
Sole Manufacturers and Vendors-

EVANS SONS LESCHE~ & WEBB Ltd., 
LIVERPOOL and LONDON. 

Sold by all Chemists and DPuggists at 1/- & 4/6 per Box. 

..... DO YOU DRINK LIME JUICE 1 THEN SEE IT IS 

'' MONTSERRAT ,, 
PURE LIME .. FRUIT JUICE. 

Pressed from Cultivated Limes. Purest and Beet. 

REFRESHING, INVIGORATING, AND HEALTHFUL 
Order the "'llonteerrat" Lhne-Frult tluice - "Limetta" 

Cordial tiiPOUII!ih pur Chemiet, ar-. ...... etc. 


