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PREF¥ACE.

P —

IN the preface to last year'’s Almanack we pointed out that,
although the General Election showed tbat the majority of the
electors were opposed to any tinkering with our fiscal system, the
campaign ‘was not over, since the restoration of Protection was
supported by the Conservative Party, The events of the year have
confirmed this view. The Tariff Reformers have been most active,
both on the platform and in the Press. Enormous sums must have
been at their disposal to enable them to carry on this agitation
during the year, while Free Traders, who do not see any immediate
prospect of the success of their opponents, have been apathetic.
Individual interest always excites more activity than the general
interest of the community, and, if the fallacies of Tariff Reformers
are not ocontinually exposed, the public, at the next General
Election, may give a majority to a party which has accepted the
policy of Protection, merely because some of the sections of the
Liberal or Labour parties are dissatisfied with the Government for
not baving pressed forward their own particular hobby.  Free
Traders must continue to repeat that Protection and Preference
mean dearer food and dearer raw material, and, as a consequence,
increased restriction of production and commerce, which means an
increase of the unemployed. The facts and arguments in support
of this view will be found in the article on Free Trade.. Last year
we pointed out how the action of Britain in refusing to claim any
preferential treatment from her colonies and dependencies had
materially assisted in building up the Empire, by disarming or
counteracting the jealousies of foreign nations, We are glad to
note that our argument has been emphasised by, amongst others,
Lord Cromer and Mr. Lloyd George.




. to meet the demands for social reforms, and this must be in the
" form of Direct Taxation. Mr. Balfour and the Conservatives say, |

Preface, ' 5

The oppounents of Free Trade are by no means in agreement with
each other. Mr. Balfour, who has no settled convictions, is quite
aware that the taxation of food is not likely to be popular, and he,
therefore, says that all they aim at is the broadening of the basis
of taxation, so as to enable the Tory party to give Old Age Pensions
and carry out other schemes of social reform. Mr. Bonar Law,
being placed on the horns of a dilemma by the experience of
Germany, France, and America, which shows that Free Trade is
absolutely necessary for the success of shipbuilding, hopes to obtain
the benefits both of Free Trade and Protection hy the adoption of
Tariff Reform as a gencral system, coupled with the application of
Free Trade to any industry we may seek to build up or stimulate.

The Chaucellor of the Exchequer has a difficult task before him.
e has, in the first place, to put a stop to the extravagance of his
predecessors; to inspire confidence in the financial world by
reverting to sound finance; and, at the same time, to find money
for social reforms, including Education and Old Age Pensions. He |
has indicated that this is his policy, but he, no doubt, meets with l
difficulties in inducing the beads of the two great services—the f
Army and the Navy—to make adequate reductions in their |
demands. At the conference held by the Financial Reform l

f
|
i

Association at Leeds, in July last, Mr. Gibson Bowles, who is an
acknowledged authority, asserted that, after consulting with
experts, he had come to the conclusion that very considerable
reductious could be made alike in the Military, Naval, and Civil
Services, without in the least impairing efficiency.

Sull, some new source of revenue will have to be found in order

No. Go bick to the good old times when there were aomel
seventeen hundred articles on the tariff; when everything used by

. the people, from the cradle to the grave, was taxed. On this ‘
" question of Direct tersus Indirect Taxation the Financial Reform 1

o Association can speak from experience. Yt was chiefly owing to i
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and the expansion of the revenue generally.

Rise of the National Debt: Au Account of the National Income
and Expenditure from 1698 to 1870.” This article does not pretend
to be more than a slight historical sketch, but the tables and facts
vill be of use to those who take an interest in the growth of our
expénditure, and we hope it will be of some use to the movement

the Taxation of Land Values, and other subjects. Tt is time the

Association succeeded in getting this subject formally embodied in

motient. Of course, it is necessary as a preliminary to have a

in such a manner as to prevent the House of Lords by rejecting
it, and thereby interfering with the power of the pecple to make
what ‘arrangements they deem fit to provide the revenue of the
country. The repeal of the paper duty may suggest a method.

In order to avoid some inconveniences incident to the termn
% Almanack,” the title has been altered to “ The Financial Reforin
Almanack and Year Book,” and no effort has been spared to make

this. issue instructive to the ordinary reader and useful to the

politician.

the Liberal programme, at the meeting of the National Liberal
Federation in Manchester (December, 1889), and Mr. Asquith |
should be pressed to bring it forward at the earliest possible

their efforts that the vexatious duties were swept away, and in .
every case the reduction or abolition of a duty materially tended
to the benefit of the trade of the country, the comfort of the people,

Historical instances of this will be found in the article ou ** The

against that militarisn that has been the curse of this and other |
civilised nations, There are also articles on the House of Lords, |

question of Taxing Land Values was taken up by the Chancellor ,
of the Exchequer. It is eighteen vears since the Financial Reform !

valiation of the land, shiwing the separate values of land and ;
buildings, &c.; but the Government must see that this is introduced !
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THE BEST WEEKLY FOR SOCIAL R\EFORMERS.

bl' i
. EVERY FRIDAY. 2d. WEEKLY.
ESTABLISHED 1860.

The purpose of “ PUBLIC OPINION ” is to provide a weekly review of

current thought and activity as it is expressed in the world’s newspapers,

* magazines, and books, and to put on record the ideas and activities which
make for Religious, -Intellectnal, Political, and Social Progress.

IT DIRECTS SPECIAL_ATTENTION TO ALL SOCIAL AND

" LABOUR QUESTIONS. IT IS ONE OF THE BEST PAPERS TO

KEEP FOR REFERENCE, AND IS INVALUABLE TO EVERY
_ PUBLIC SPEAKER.

It secks to provide the busy man with a lucid summary of what is
happening in the different fields of human activity, and to focus within

being in touch with many phases of life.
This object has been achieved with considerable suceess ever since

" then it has consistently carried out its policy.

years, for life becomes more complex, and the busy man, though anxious
to keep in touch with new developments of thonght and activity, has not
the time to read the many papers which would give him the needed facts.
. “PUBLIC OPINION * seeks to do this for him, and to present just
" that préeis of life and thought which will enable him to quickly under-
. stand what is going on in the world.

“ PUBLIC OPINION " (published every Friday, Price Twopence, 32

pages) can be obtained from any Newsagent or Bookstall, or will be sent
post free for one vear to any address in the United Kingdom for

readable compass something of that teeming interest which comes from

“PUBLIC OPINTION ”” WAS STARTED IN 1860, In the 47 years since

The need for a paper like ‘ PUBLIC OPINION ” increases with the

- 10s. 10d.; and to any place abroad for 13s. per annum. Orders should I

be addressed to
“PUBLIC OPINION,” 30 & 31, Temple House, Tallis 8treet, London, E.C.
BPECIMENS BENT FREE ON APPLICATION.

WHAT 1S SAID OF “PUBLIC OPINION.”

Mr. R. B. Haipave, Secretary for War, savs (Oct. 1st, 1907): “‘I think
von have now got ‘ PUBLIC OPINION’ on to the right lines.”” ‘1 know
- of two Prime Ministers who have read regularly  PUBLIC OPINTON,"

said Daily News. May 15, 1907, ““We know of at least ome who has
. verv much prized by Thomas Carlvle, and was one of the last loumals
he read.” said Dr. W. R. Nicorr in British Weekly, May 2, 1907.
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AL typEwRITER

Royal in name and in quality. ||
The latest and best development of
the  Front Strike” principle. Per-
G fect in VISIBILITY of WRITING |
. and ALIGNMENT. SIMPLE in]
construction and PORTABLE.,

The ROY AL is the FIRST type-
writer with the Standard keyboard
to be put on the market at a reason-
able price

£15 15/= less 57

Equal to any £23 typewriter on th(-l‘
market in every detail. |

i

|

|

TEST OUR CLAIMS BY A FREE TRIAL.

ROYAL [ 41b, North John Street, LIVERPOOL. |
: * * | 23, King Street, Cheapside, LONDON.
Typewriters Agency | 13, oxford Street, MANCHESTER.

Telegrams: ‘' KENWORTHY'S, SOUTHPORT.” TELEPHONE No. 0438.

KENWORTHY'’S
Limes Hydropathic Establishment,

ESTABLISHED 30 YEARS. SOUTEHPrORT.

Physicinns—A. B. KENWORTHY, M.B., C.M. (Univ. of Edinburgh), and another.

THE climate, being dry, mild, bracing, clear, and sunny, renders Southport the most popular and

desirable winter residence in the north. The establishment is close to the Pier, Marine

Drive, Lord Street, and within 10 minutes’ walk of all the stations and all the chief attractions,

and is a home for the visitor requiring rest or change, or the patient requiring mild, tonie,

Hydropathic treatment, judiciously advised and administered, and applicable to almost all
ailments in its varfed 1 2thods. The accommodation includes

Large Dining Room, General and Ladies’ Drawing Rooms, Private
Sitting, Reading, Smoke, and Billiard Rooms, and over 70
well-appointed Bedrooms.

Turkish, Russian, Electric, Light and Heat (Dowsing) Baths.

Terms, Prospectus, and Enquiries from Mrs. KENWORTHY.
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I NOT

THE BEST REMEDY.

BEING A REPRINT OF
JONH SMITH'S REPLY TO “MERRIE ENCLAND"

BY

J. W. 8. CALLIE

(Editor of the * Financial Rcform Almanack™).

The late My Henry George wrote :—** Dear Mr. Callie,—I congratulate
you upon the hittle book, which seems to me excellent. Socialism is so
vague and contradictory that it camnot stand argument. Its very
vagueness commends it to men who will not or cannot take the trouble
to think, but in the long run the men who do think will win, if the
discussion 1© only kept up.”’
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Ocoupies one of the Finest Sites in the Town
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South aspect. Two minutes’ frou
Golf Links filliaras Lofty, spacions Pulli
ncluding Smoking Room, also Lounge
I"Hte. Separate Tahbles Excellent Cuisine
Comfortably and cosily furnished throughout.

Board and Residence : Weekly, 356 to 3 Cns.; Daily 6 -t0 9 -;
ALSMY & L4 CARTEH

4% The principa! Churches and Chapels, Shops. Theatre. Winter Garden,
Pier, Cricket Ground. and Public Gardens sre within five minutes’ walk of

**The Queen.’ MISS TYE., Manageress.

LIVERPOOLIL.

~ , ® — ‘““The Shaitesbury,”

- Mount Pleasant.
BOUT 34

- Street d

=" wals froms Centra! and Lime
s, and adjoining Roscoe Gardems

Electric Cars for Mount Pleasant from the
Mumuwwmhw
Station, stop at Notel deoor if requested.

Telegrams : Shaflesbury Hotel, Liverpool
Telephone. 3882 Royal. Night Porter.
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;f —The sure Rzlising Powder —mixed one
part with eight parts of ordinary tlour
makes the Best Cake Flour. It makes

lighter and more digestible cakes, keeps
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THE MONARCH

Visible Typewriter
contains all that 30 yeurs
of experience have proven to
be valuable in typewriter con-
struction. In addition, it
embodies all  that modern
business requirements demand.
[t economizes time, it saves
effort, and conseguently it

saves money. Send for i cata

logue, you shall be the judge.

THE MONARCH TYPEWRITER COMPANY.
Show Rooms: 97, Queen Victo:ia {t. Ceneral Cffices: 219, Upper Thames St., LonZon, F.C
Telephone : 3415 & 3416 London Wall. Cable Address: Fulsight, London.
Liverpooi Deaiers. ESCOIT. BEVERIDGE & CO., 37. TITHEBARN ST?EET T 754, ¢




ANVETIUSETIONES,

USED BY DOCTORS and the PI.IBLIC for OVER HALF-A-OENTURY.

D J.Collis Browne's

Ghlor

The URIGINM a0 ONLY GENUINE.

The Best Remedy ki Admitted by the Profession
to be the most Valuable

COUGHS, 00[03 Nl avor Glogrrerel,

ASTHMA, NEURALGIA,
BRONCHITIS. TOOTHAGHE, GOUT,
e RHEUMATISM

CHOLERA, and Effe
DYSENTERY.

f SPASMS

wid taken in drog

INSIST ON HAVINC
Dr. J. Collis Browne's
CHLORODYNE

The immenss Success of
this Femedy has given
rise to many imitations
N8 - Every Bottie of
Ceonuine Ch or oayne bears
on the Stamp the name
of the Inventor, Dr. J
COLLIS BROWNE

““““

EACH BOTTLE

Of all
Chemists.




EVANS’ ronr
PASTILLES.

Prepared according to a formula of the Liverpoot Throat Hospital.

A large proportion of the proceeds of sale s devoted to
charity in accordance with a scheme sanctioned by the
Court of Chancery of the County Palatine of Lancaster.

Highly recommended for—
VOCALISTS, PUBLIC SPEAKERS, and for AFFECTIONS of tho THROAT.

Immediate relief in Hoarseneoss, Loss of Voice, Couphs,
Colds, Influenza, Asthma, Bronchitis, ete.

c AUT'ON - Beware of any Pastilles which are imitations of, or purport
-~ to be the same as Evans’ Antiseptic Throat Pastilles.

SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE AND COPIES OF TESTIMONIALS.
sxr ‘EVANS’ PASTILLES.”

Sole Manufacturers and Vendors—

EVANS SONS LESCHER & WEBB Ltd.,

LIVERPOOL and LONDON.
Sold by all Chemists and Druggists at 1/- & 4/6 per Box,

fup— DO YOU DRINK LIME JUICE?  THEN SEE IT I8

“MONTSERRAT?”

PURE LIME-FRUIT JUICE.

Preesed from Cultivated Limes. Purest and Best
REFRESHING, INVIGORATING, AND HEALTHFUL.

Order the "“Montserrat” Lime-Fruit Juice or “Limetta”
Cordial through yeur Chemiet, Grocer, ete., ote.




