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Topics of the aVeek.

S, L. Soclety’s Anniversary.

THE thirty-second anniversary of the foundation
day of the Servants of India Society was celebrated
at the Society’s head-quarters in Poona on the 12th
instant, The celebration was attended by most of
the members of the Society, the exceptions being Mr.
Srinivasa Sastri who could not come on account of
pressing work at the Annamalai University, Mr.
Bakhale who has not yet returned from Japan, where
he attended the Asiatio Labour Conference, and Mr.

Krishna Prasad Kaul who was prevented - from at-.
tending by the ill-health of his daughter. Mr, P.

Xodanda Rao, who was on a tour in the East on hias
way back from the United States, returned in time
for the anniversary. The ‘at home' on the 12th
inst. wee attended by more than 300 friends and
sympathisers of the Soolety, who were addressed by
the President Pt, Hirday Nath Kunzru, on the present
political deadloek, the position of Indians abroad and
the Society's work, A summary of Mr. Kunzru's
speech appeara elsowhere in this issue,
* * * '

THE annual ecleotion of three members to the
Counoil of the Socisty resulted in the return of Messrs.
Vaze, Bajpai and Parulekar to the Council. Mr.
Rama Shankar Misra from the U. P, was admitted
to the membarship of the Society on the completion
of his year's probation. It has beem found impossible
to admit any probationers this year, in spite of the
_need for them, on account of the difficult financial
situation with which the Society is faced, ‘

* .. B L.

LECTURES of experts on their special subjecta
were arrangad for the benefit of members and asso-~
ciates this year also. Principal D.G. Karve of the
Willingdon College, Sangli, delivered two lectures on
Foderal and Provincial Finance, Prof. V, Q. Kale
spoke on Capitalism and Socialism in a couple of
lectures, and Mr, D, R. Gadgil, Director of the G. L
P. K., discussed Planning in two lectures, Mr,
Kodanda Rao, who returned after studying the
problem of Indians Abroad at first hand in the Paci-
fic and the Atlantic counfries,.gave two lecturesa on
his experiences and conclusions therefrom, and is to
give another on the “East and West in Civilisation,”
and Mr, Suryanarayana Rao is to speak on the ques-
tion of Indians in Ceylon. Swami Kuvalayanand,
well-known here and elsewhere for his investigations
and experiments regarding the yogic system of exer-
oises, was also specially invited tospeak onhis subject

to the members, .
* - *

A NEW scheme was initiated this year and proved
a great success. Those members of the Society
who were engaged in specialised work were asked
to write papers on their subjects during the year.
The papers were discussed by the members in
speoial sittings of the Society. Great interest was
evoked by these papers and it is hoped to continue
the experiment next year also. The papers thus pre-
pared were: (1) Rural Development by Mr: N. A.
Dravid, Senior Member of the C. P. Branch; (2) The
Pogition of Women in Indian Society by Mr. K. P, .
Kaul; (3) Better Villages through Scouting by Mr.,
Sri Ram Bajpai; (4) Social Insurance by Mr. S, V.,
Parulekar; and (5) The Aborigines Problem by Mr.
A, V. Thakkar,

» * L]

MANY of the discussions were attended by asso-
ciates of the Society, among whom may be men-
tioned Sir M. V. Joshi, Dr. R. P. Paranjpye, Prof,
V. G, Kale, Prin, J. R. Gharpure and others, Mr,
Vaikunth L, Mehta, Managing Director of the Central
Co-operative Bank, Bombay, kindly eame down to
Poona specially to attend the discussion on the
Rural Regonstruction paper, The Society is deeply
appreciative of the help and encouragement given
by these gentlemen. ’

L 3 * %*

'THE session of the Society was overcast by the
deficit budget which had to be presented to it this
year. The finencial position of the Society is causing
grave anxiety to its members, this year's deficit being
something more than Ra. 10,000.

L} L I *
Summer School Ban Contretemps_.

THE official justification of the forcible disband-
ing of the Summer School at Kottapatnam in the
Madras presidenoy is given as the preaching

| of violence in the school.. As pointed out in an
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earlier imsue, the allegation, not being based on any-
thing more reliable than police reports, could never
have been taken at its face value. Jts value how-
ever, is still further lessened by the findings of the
committes which wag appointed by the Andhra Pro-
vineial Congress Committee fo inquire into the whole
episode. The committee has come to the conclusion
that the allegation hag no bagis in fact. On the con-
trary it was fully satisfied that “ violence in any form
was not advocated in the school.™ The commitiee’s
inquiry was an open one and any party, including the
Government, was free to lead evidence before it. If
the Madras Government had convincing evidence in
support of their statement about the school having in
any manner been used {0 propagate the gospel of
violence, it wag their clear duty to have made it
available for public information. But, one wonders,
if in that case they wounld have kept it to themselves.
If in the absence of such evidence the public is
expected merely to take their word for it, we are
afraid they are making too heavy a demand on public
credulity. ‘
* * *

THE committee’s report also gives support to the
general public belief that needless force was used in
disbanding the school. It is difficult to believe that
the inmates of the school  made any attempt to cesist
or evade arrest nor, so far as we know, is such a

charge levelled even by Government, Where then was .

the need to employ force? Its use in the ecircum-

stances wae most uncalled-for and highly improper. '

But this is not the only misconduct for which the
gaardians of law and order need to be called to
account. The arrested women were made fo travel in
an open lorry at a time when the heat is almost un-
bearable and a batch of arrested men was made to

walk a distance of about four miles in the hottesf

part of the day. Surely all this discomfort was
avoidable and could have been avoided if the police
‘were not possessed, as they appeared to be, with the
idea of teaching the arrested persons a lesson. The
interim ministry inthe Southern presidency will be
hard put to it {o justify these, what must be termed,
police excesses.
* * *

THE refusal by the organisers of the school of
permission to the police to attend it is officially cited
as a count against them. It has fo be noted that in
.doing 80 the school authorities were doing nothing
extraordinary but merely insisting upon their right
of private meeting. The satisfaction of the police
.demand would have meant a clear encroachment on

civil liberty and the virtual surrender of a right to

whose enjoyment no objection has been so far taken,
"The stand taken in this matter by the organisers of
the school thus appears to be based on good and sound
reagons, It will be seen from all this that the commi-
ttee’s report constitutes a damaging indictmens of the
police in their handling of the Summer School situa-
tion. But let the public be under no illusion that the
officials guilty of such indefensible conduct would
meet with their deserts. This of course is not to be
expected of a ministry which could not even persuade
iteelf as to the desirability of an inguiry when a
prima facie case for one was established to the satis-
faction of all reasonable beings.
* * *

Manutfactured Loyalty.

AY instance of how some people are more‘loyal
than the King himself is reported from Kathiawar,
There in a smell State by name Bagasra a number of
its citizens have been served with notices to show
cause why they should not be fined for absence at the
tolebrations connected with the King's Coronation,

THE SERVANT pF INDIA

' The State authorities are obviously living in a world

from which the knowledge of contemporary events
glsewhere is completely shut out. Their present action
ig inexplicable except on this supposition. For if they
had even remotely beep, in touch with the happenings
in adjoining British Indian territory they would have
had no difficulty in seeing that abstention from Coro-
nation ceremonies was nowhere looked upon as an
offence of which notice need be taken. Ae a matter
of fact in obedience to the Congress resolution
adviging non-participation in the Coronation
rejoicings an overwhelming majority of the people,
who were not all Congressmen themselves, kept aloof
from the Coronation festivities without incurring
penalties. If such non-participation was not consi-
dered blameworthy in British India we fail to see
why it should be otherwise in an Indian State. And
should not the State authorities be able to see that
such forced exhibitions of loyalty can do good to
nobody ? The public both in British and Indian India,
being thoroughly dissatisfied with the new constitu-
tion which is being imposed on the country against
its will, is in no mood to be a party to any rejoicings
attendant upon a change of sovereigns. And any
official attempt, as in the present ihstance, to com-
pel it to act as voluntary participators in the rejoic-
ings will only add to the existing estrangernent
between the Government and the people. 1t is a pity
that what is so obvious should not have been apparent
to the authorities of Bagasra State. '
* ¥ *

Zanzibar Day.

SUNDAY last was observed throughouf the
country ae the Zanzibar day. And the resolutions
passed at countless public meetings held on that day
and the speeches made at them bear sufficient testimony
to the strength of public feeling on the Zanzibar pro-
blem, The one bill that drew on itzelf more criticism
than another was that relating to the clove trade. This
is designed to carry into effect Mr. Binder's racommen-
dations, This bill confers the virtual monopoly of
the clove trade on the Clove Grower's Agsgciation
which, as experience has shown, is hardly better than
a close British corporation. It was pointed out by
gpeakers at these meetings that the practical result
of the operation of such a law would be the ruin of
Indians by their baing squeezed out of the clove trade
in which they are vitally interested and eventually
from Zanzibar itself. The speeches took due note of the
fact that pressure was being exercised by the India
Government on the Colonial office with a view to per-
suading it to withdraw the obnoxious measure. If
the India Government’s efforts result in the further
progress of the bill to the Zanzibar statute book being
arrested nothing better could be desired, But if i
proves a vain hope, the Government of India were
strongly urged to resort to retaliatory action by the
imposition of a heavy import duty on cloves of
Zanzibar origin. We ghall not be required to wait lon
to know the effect of the Government of India's
representations to the Colonial office,

* * *

IT is sometimes supposed that India is kicking
up all this row about Zanzibar in order that she may
have a hand in the exploitation of the natives. As
Mr. Brelvi, president of the Bombay meeting, pointed
out, this is very far from being India's wish, All that
our countrymen in Zanzibar demand is bare justice
and pothing more, Mr. Brelvi thus explained the
position :

“The Arbas and Africans maet be protected against exe
ploitation, whether by Indians or the British. Indians did
not want that their countrymen should be given a sharein
any schema for the exploitation of the Arabs and the
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Africans. Nor could they agree to the exploitation of the
" laster by the British. What they wanted was that in pro—
teoting the interests of the Arabs and the Afrioansno avoi-
dable injustice should be done to Indianas and this end oould
only be seoured if the obnoxious Bill was withdrawn and
anothar measure was introduced, which, while fully eafe-
guardiog the interests of the Arabs and the Africans,

would avoid any injury to those of Indians,
. * x

Queerly Arbitrary.
THE lateat bulletin of the Indian Civil Liberties
‘Union gives a formidable list of prosecutions for
alleged sedition, of magisterial orders under section
144 Cr. P. C., and of demands for security deposita
from newspapers, A case is also cited in which the
possession of an objectionable book was punished with
four months’ rigorous imprigonment. In another case
the distribution of “ prohibited " literature earned for
the distributor as severs a punishment as three
months’ rigorous imprisonment ! Innumerable cases
of hcuse searches, presumably in order to get at what
the Police believed to be undesirable Iiterature, have
been brought to light. All which makes one wonder
. whether the country is in reality despotically gove-
rned placing the liberties of the people entirely at
the mercy of the exeoutive or by popular ministries
having any touch with public opinion,

* L *

BUT the bulletin gives publioity to an order which
in point of whimeical high-handedness beats all the
rest. Under this order an inhabitant of Chittagong
has been prohibited from admitting to his premises
any males between 12 and 30 who may not be mem-
bers of his family, The order is issued in the name of
the suppression of the terrorist scourge which pro-
bably accounte for its queerly ludicrous nature. The
Bengal Government apparently lock upon youths
within the given age-limits as being potential, if not
actual, terrorists,

- to expose whose unwarranted character no words need
be wasted hers, they have ordered this resident of
Chittagong not to give them any quarter. The order
is sure to appear highly oppressive to all having any
value for oivil liberty, But why should Sir John
Anderson’s Government at alt bother about their
foalinga? Anyway the order vividly illustrates once
more the danger of investing the executive with
arbitrary powers.

* * *

And acting upon that assumption, |

Women Workers in Mines.

IN a press communigque recently issued, the
Government of India state that they have decided to
sugpend for a period of three months the operation of
the New Regulations prohibiting women from work-
ing underground in mines. The New Regulations
will therefore, come into force from October 1 in stead
of on July. In 1929 the Regulations promulgated
limited the number of women, who could be employed
underground in any coal mine to a specified percentage
of the total underground labour force which was togo
on getting less and less every year. The percentage
fixed for the first year was 29 and if the Regulations
had continued in force the percentage from July 1
would hava besn only five, It is important to note,
in this connection, that the actual percentage of
women employed in 1936-37 was only 56 per cent. of
the fotal underground labour forece, though the per-
centage allowed for the year was 8. This was due
to the fact that some mines had taken steps to
exclude women in anticipation of official action.
Under the Regulationg of 1929, complets exclusion
would have been effscted by 1939, but the industry
was in favour of earlier exclusion and the Govern-
ment of India issued on February 1 regulations
designed to exolude all women from July 1 this
year.

* L *

THE argument advanced by the Government for
suspending the operation of the new Regulations is
that the final exclusion of women should not coineide
with the fime when other labour is likely to bs the
shortest. In our opinion, this argument ia untenable,
in view of the fact that there is no guarasntes of
adequate supply of labour forthcoming even after the
1st of October. If the employers find it difficult to
get a sufficient number of men to work in mines, it is
their obvious duty to attract more Iabour by offering
higher wages. The QGovernment of India have ad-
mitted the fact in their communique that there has
been a sharp rise in prices of coal due to greater in-
dustrial activity in the country. It is, therefore, all the
more necessary that there should be & rise in the wages
in order to -attract sufficient labour and not the
suspension of the new Regulations, By suspending the
Regulations till the 1st of October, the (Government
of India have once again shown their readiness to
help the industry at the expense of labour.

THE VIOEROY’S EXEGESIS.

HE silence of the Viceroy ever since an impasse
was oreated in six provinces was interpreted
in Congress circles as due to his being favour-

. ably inclined to the grant of the Congress demand
for assurances of non-interference by the Governors,
It was felt that the Governors’ refusal to give the
assurances was an act of compulsion on the part of
the Secretary of State; that the polioy was imposed
upon the country against the wishes of some of the
Governors and in any case against the wishes of the
Viceroy. And the longer the Viceroy's silence oon-
tinued, the stronger became the belief and hope of
Congressmen that Lord Linlithgow might even feel

constrained to tender resignation of his office. The
belief was, however, utterly unfounded and the hope

fantastio to the last degree. While the Governors
were explaining the constitutional position to the
‘leaders of the Congrass party, there was no occasion

for the Viceroy to intervene; and the Secretary of
State and the Under Secretary of State appeared on
the scene only because questions were asked in the
Houses of Parliament. No opportunity presented
itself in the ordinary course of things to Lord Linlith-
gow to make a pronouncerment on the subject, and
even theoccasion now taken by him did not come in
his way naturally. He had to go very much out of
his way to make the pronocuncement. He must have-
folt that time had come for him to make it clear that
he was in complete accord with the Secretary of State
and that there was no question of his contemplating
resignation on account of any divergence of view.
.The statement issued by him explains elaborately
the points made often enough before in official pro-
nouncements, Iis exegesis is clear and unchallenge-

abla. The Indian qonstitution is admittedly a half-

way house; it does mot purport to give full self-
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government and cannot be turned by any legerde-
‘main into a constitution of full self-government,
No kind of assurances which it is constitutionally
open to the Governors to give will remove the safe-
-guards, with which it is replete. And the only thing
which Indian politicians can in the circumstances do
is either to shoulder the responsgibilities of office,
whether the object in doing g0 be to work the conm-
. stitution loyally or to sabotage it from within, or to
stand away from the machine of government and
rejeot office. The Congress, however, took none of
-these courses, Mahatma Gandhi disavowed the in-
tention of Congressmen to play the part of sabotantes
in any case, and he expressed a wish fo accept office,
with a view to giving an honest trial to a confessedly
imperfect constifution, provided, however, that the
Governors did mnot interfere in the administration.
' Complete non-interference is under the Act impossible
aB the Governors are required in certain circumstances
- t0 set aside the advice of the Ministers. The Mahatma
therefore interpreted the Congress resolution, drawn
in too wide terms, to mean that interference in day-to-
day administration alone was sought to be prevented.
An assurance in this limited sonse was clearly
unnecessary. It is provided, as the Viceroy now
gshows, in the constitution itself. In the sphere
allotted to it the Ministry is the cock of the walk,
and the Governors have no right to step in. In the
other sphers, which naturaily the Viceroy tries to
make out is small but is really very wide, thers is
room for give and take. In this sphere there is no
" doubt that the Ministers will be called upor to give
far more than they can ever take, for in the last
resort the Governors dominate the whole of this
sphere. These limitations are implicit in the Act:
nay, they are expressly incorporated in it. And the
question is whether under these limitations, which no
assurance can override, office should be aceepted
or not.

Curiously enough, the Mahatma accepted the
limitations but insisted that when in the give and
take the Ministors are desired to give more than in
the best interests of the country they feel justified in
doing, they should not be left to quit office but should
be kicked out of it, ag the Indian Social Reformer put
it recently. On this strange demand the Viceroy put

his foobt down in a way which appears to leave no fur- |

ther room for bargaining. Resignation in such a
contingency is, he said with several others before
him, more in keeping with constitutional theory
and the Ministers' own self-respect, and though
dismissal is always open to the Governors, they
should not adopt this course asa rule. To dogo
would imply a position of inferiority of the Ministers
which it was, the aim of the framers of the consti-
tution carefully to guard against. There is nothing,
in this last rather ingenious argument, but it must
be admitted that the Viceroy iz quite right in urging
that the insfstence upon dismissal in preference to
resignation is entirely misplaced. Lord Linlithgow,
while rejecting the demand for automatic dismissal,
said that if in the event of interference by the Governor

state that they were compelled to resign on account
of the Governor forcing an unacceptable policy on
them, This will no doubt obviate crisis in small
matters but will not give relief in matters of major
importauce. In any case it is no response to Maha-
tma Gandhi's and the Congress Working Committeo's
demand for dismissal and while the Viceroy's utterance
was thought sympathetic, towards the end came what
can only be considered as an ultimatum. He said:
“If what I should regard as a deplorable gutcome
should emerge from the present situation and if
parliamentary and responsible governtent should as
a congequence be suspended in a number of Provinces,
it might, however much we might all of us regret it,
be beyond the power of any of us rapidly to reverse
the circumstances that must then supervene, " Here
he told the Congress in plain terms that he was quite
prepared to face the continuance of the .presant
impasse and would not be deflected from what he
rogarded as the proper course by any threat of
agitation on the part of the Congress. In presence
of this final statement of the Government’s view
the impasse can be resolved only by the Congress
waiving its demand for -dismissal. An indication
of what it will do will be afforded at the Working
Committee’s meeting on 5th July.

The Viceroy took this opportunity to reassure the
vested interests, in whose behalf the safeguards have
been devised, that they would never be sacrificed, how-
ever fierce might be the attack that politicians might
make upon them, This assurance implies that even if
the Ministers, after resignation of their office and
dissolution of the Assembly, obtain a majority in a
fresh election for the view which caused the crisis, the
Qovernor will not yield but will take the same action
again as before, contrary to the advice of the new
Ministers. The electorate will not thus be recognised
as the final arbiter. This is indeed implicit in the -
fact that the constitution is not one of full self- .
government, buf in Congress cireles fond hopes were !
entertained that the Governors would give in if they
could find no alternative mirnistry. It is just as well
that this bubble is pricked. Lord Linlithgow in his
statement made no reference to the avowed aim of
the Congress to end the constitution, but Lord Zetland
in a recent speech made clear that it would be one of
the factors that would determine the Government’s
policy in dealing with the Congress Ministries. This
position, we suppose, remaing unaltered. The Viceroy's
speech, although it does not help in ending the
deadlock, has cleared away misunderstandings, and
it now remains for the Congrass to determine what
its line of action shall be,

RELIEF OF INDEBTEDNESS IN EASTERN
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES.

NHE burden of agricultural indebtedness increased
in every country after the great economic depres-
gion due to the catastrophic fall of agricultural

prices. The fixed charges incurred by the farmer
remaining almost the same, the low money value of

" the agrioultural crops led to deficits in the family
the Minjsters remained in office, they might publicly t

budgets of most of the farmers. For example, it was
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fownd oub by investigations i Greece tha whereas

the average indome per family was 19,398 drachmas, |
the annual expenditare eonsidered to be Indispensable |

fox such a family amounted to 25,055 drachmas. The
swerage annual deficit, therefore, was 5,657 drachmas
fot each family. It followed that the farmers were
compolled to incur debts to provide for their gubsi-
stence, Thiy state of affairs was not peculiar to
Gresce alone, Most of the eastern European States
laboured under these difficulties in some form or
other. For example, in Hungary, the interest charges
per cadastral arpeut (the unit of jand ) were equal to

nearly three quintals of wheat. But the net return |:

from a cadastral arpent did not give the value of
even a quintal of wheat, 8o, the interest charges in
Hungary were far higher than the return on the pro-

perties.
The reagon for this discrepancy between the

money value of the crops and the cost of their pro-
duction is to be found in the faet that the firmer
bought more dearly than he sold in comparison with
the pro-war period. The heavy Interest charges, the
investment in farm buildings and dwelling houses,
expenditure for the purchase of maochines and for
improvements which was incurred at the time when
parkef conditions were favourable:; sl these factors
otnpired to Increase the cost of production of the
oultivator, while due to the economic depression, his
crops failed to fetch their former mioney value. The
eomjunotion of these circumstances could lead only to
ohe gepult, It paralysed the farmer# by the incubus
of indebtedness, According to an inquiry conduoted
i Hungary, it wag found eut tliat half of the very
ptnall land-owners and nearly half of thie large land-
owners were indebted o the credit institutions, The
vory small and medium sized propertiee were parti-
cularly burdemed with debte of this kind, In the
western provinces of Czechoslovakis, 1987, of the
farmg wero free froin debt while in the easterd pro-
vinoes, nearly 14-57, of the farms were free from debg,
Similar was the eituation in most of the eastern
European States. This state of affairs eried for prompt
and effactive remedy and it is gratifying to note that
in sach of these countries, measures were adopted by
the respeotive governments for the relief of the alarm-
fhg indebteduess of the farmers, .The limited space ag
our disposal precludes the posesibility of teking into
acbount each of the individual measures passed by
these governments, But, viewing thetn && a whole,
W find that the different fidasures adopted partook of

the natuve, either in whole or in part, of the following
methods : . X )
1. Deolaration of moratoriums of varying

Jengths of time, ‘

Boaling down of debta by a veduotion of the
interest oharges

Provislon of echoaper éredit fasilities by
the Governinent to enable thé farmers to
pay off their debts,

Exemption from distraint of a minimum
amount bf land am alsb eertain movable
and immovable propedbies:

The spreadiug of instalments of repayment
over longer periods:

i

5.

6. Different measures adopted with & view to
yaising the prices of the principal preducta.
Every Governmernt rocognised the fact that in

drder to free farmers from indebtadness, it is wot only

' pecessary’ to reduce their debf, but what is more

. important, their farme should be placed on such &

' footing that after paying for the expenses of the

' farsers, a margin should be left over from which the

 farmere will pay their outstanding debts. For seeny—

' ingr this, improved methods of cultivation should be

'taught to the farmers and the erops produced by ther

farmers must be made to fetch a higher price

‘With this double object in' view, the Governments
of the eastern Furopean Btates have established’
raodern agricultural centres, futmished with modern’
technical equipment for every branch of productiont
with & ¢iew to fncreasing’ the yield of the land and’-
improving its quality ; foreign commerce has Been
-sought to- be regulated im order to extend the outiet
for the indigenous productz—these two measures
seem comparatively simple. But the more difficult,
in fact the crucial one, is the attempt to raise the
prices of the agricultural products. With this object,
an interesting experiment was carried out in Bulgaria,
which it is to' thre- intersst of every country to follow
and practise In Bulgaris, & system: of monopolyt
was introduesd st the beginning of 1934 for wheat,
meslin and rey with a view to guarantesing to the
producers higher prices for cerezls than the world
matket prices. The exclusive right to purechase wheat,,
meslin and rey’ was granted after the iniroduction of!
the monopoly, to the offices for the purchase and exports
of cereals) Any loas incurred was to be met; out of thee
State: budget.. This measure: was one of the most
important measures adopted in Bulgaria as the fall i
the price of coreals had been very heavy and thie
increase in the price resulting from the operations of’
the office benefited a large number of farmers,

Now the last questioni is, how far the hieasires
adopted by these countries succeeded in ameliorat-
ing the conditions of the farmers? Ewvidences of
this alse are mot far to seek. Weo have already
referred to' the appreciable effects of the measures
adopted by the Bulgarian Government for the amelios
ration of its farmers. Similarly es regards Rumania
the legislation on the reduction of the agricultural
debts dnd the extension of the period of repayment,
had & favourable effeot on the enonomia conditions of
the peasarits. It is estimated that 70% of the debtors
at present benefit by the advantages conferred by the
law relating to the reduction of debts and paying
them off by instalments. The definite solution of the
problem of indebtedness has brought about a revival
of économio activity amongst the Rumanian farmers«
An yogards Esfonia, a copsiderable improvement has
‘taken place th economic conditions winoe 1933 fn
which year Estonia had been seriously affected by
the general economie crises. In Greece again, speak-
ing genorally, it must be noted that the Agriculturad
Bank hag brought about an appreciable improvement
iti the matter of agricultural eredit. It granted loans
ini 1934 to theé total amount of 1,884,252,446 drachmad.
Similar favourable results have been achieved im
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most of the countries, by reason of the ameliorative
steps taken by their respective governments,

India is almost wholly an agricultural country.
The peasantry which forms the mass of the population
is indebted to an extent of approximately Ra, 1500 crores
which amounts to many times the total annual land
revenue, They cultivate fields, the average size of
which for the whole of India is approximately 5 acres.
Cultivation is carried on with inefficient wooden
ploughs and half starved emaciated bullocks and the
yield is perhaps the smallest in the world. We do nct
know what far-reaching measures for the relief of
indebtedness ‘have been planned and undertaken by
the different provinces in India. 'We hope, however,
that the new provincial Governments would show
some originalify and initiative and follow in the
feotsteps of the more advanced, though smaller
oountries of Eastern Europe,

SHYAM SUNDAR MISRA.

devicw.

PROBLEM OF NUTRITION.

THE NUTRITIVE VALUE OF INDIAN FOODS
AND THE PLANNING OF SATISFACTORY
DIETS. BY W. R. AYEROYD. (Manager of
Publications, Delhi) 1937. 25cm. 48p. As. 2.

THE recent publication by Government of Health

Bullstin No. 23 dealing with the nutritive value of

Indian foods and the planning of satisfactory diets

iz an event of great importance. That a consider-

able amount of malnutrition exists in India has been |

widely known. The nature and extenf of this mal-

nutrition can now be judged more or less adequately. .

Dr. Aykroyd deserves the gratitude of all students
of Indian social conditions, He makes it clear in
this small yet highly important publication that
though the human body possesses a remarkable facul-
ty to adapt itsef to semi-starvation there is a certain

average nutrition that it must have for a healthy

exis{ence,

Malnutrition that results from ignorance about
tho correct principles of dietetics should now be defi-
nitely cured by following the suggestions of the
author. We hope that the book will be translated in.
to all the Indian vernaculars and will be distributed.
very cheaply, if not altogether gratis. A greater
regular intake of milk, green vegetable and juicy
-fruit has been proved by research to be not a luxury
.or an idiosyncracy but a physical necessity. It is
_hoped that all those who can afford will benefit by
.the doctor's suggestions in this respect.

But, for a major portion of the Indian population
amal and under-nutrition result primarily from econo-
amic poverty. How untrue in fact is the abstract
notion of a minimum of subsistence is well proved by
the dietetics of the Indian rank and file of the popula-

tion. Even the least nutritive of foods, cereals, ocost
for an adequate quantity a sum which is beyogd the
reach of & large portion of the population. It is cal-
culated on the basia of the present level of prices that
a balanced diet would cost from Ra, 5 to Rs. 6. Add

" to this figure the other necessary - charges of deqent
iiving e g ocooking, fuel, house-room, eclothing,
.education, recreation, citizenship, etc. and we shall
discover that unless the incomes in the lowest ranks
of the Indian population approximate about Rs. 15 per
aonth a good feeding is out of the question.

. Even the most optimistic of observers of Indian’
life cannot put the figure of the earning of the largest
class of Indians at a figure approximating even half
of this desired figure. The publication of the bulletin
is highly opportune in view of the intensive efforts
at raiging the material standards of the masses that
might be expected from popular governments in the
provinees This small publication of 48 pages out=
lining the nutritional value of all the important con-
stituents of Indian diets and suggesting means of
improvement is worth its weight in gold. We repeat
our suggestion that it should be translated in all
vernaculars and freely distributed.

D. G. KARVE.

SHORT NOTICE.

INDIAN' WOMEN IN THE NEW AGE, .
By T. S, RATAGOPAL. ( The Jaya Electric Press,
Mysore.) 1936. 20cm, 246 p. Rs. 2.
A hen is not a birg,
Nor is a woman a human being.—Russian preverb.

| No race in the world, says the author, has gone

through so long a period of subjection as women,
The woman's movement has been entirely a modern
growth, a development of the last hundred years,
may pe asa further realisation of the democratic
principle of equality,*the natural development. of the
process of political and social evolution, or the logical
development of the growth of industrialism. Very in-
terssting sidelights are given on the position of women
in different countries at different epochs,—women in
the patriarchal regime of ancient Babylon, Rome and
Greece, ag well as women in Fascist Italy and Nazi
Germany, in Russia, Turkey and Japan,

The legal disabilities of Indian women are ¢losely
analysed, under the wvarious heads of mazriage,
divorce, inheritance and succession. Ancient codes
and authorities are discussed in detail; and in the
end, it ie pointed out that a Manu's Code or a Yajna-
valkya Institute should not be held a working guide
when Internationalism is the order of the day. The
British Government is blamed for having avoided its
duty towards women under the guise of religious

‘neutrality.

The author further points out the necessity of
women in modern India taking their due place along
with men in the political, social and economie life of
the country. In spite ofthe strong agitation by re-
presentative women’s associations, franchiserights in
the new constitution are extremely defective. Socially,
women seem to have a queer growth. © What is called
the nature of women is the result of forced repression
jin certain respects, and unnatural stimulation in-
others.” Seclusion has resulted in a lack of sharpened
intellectuality. Sir M. Visvesvaraya is quoted to
support the opinion that the economic backwardness
of India is partly due to-the seclusion of its women-
folk, An eloquent plea is put forward in the end for
universal education; for “ by educating a girl, you
got an educated family. ”

The author is a thorough champion of the
woman’s cause. His painstaking array of simple
facts and figures - side by side with refreshing paral-
lels from countries in the vanguard of progress
makes a convincing appeal. A true disciple of Mill
throughout, he concludes: “The standard of civi-
lization of a country is to be judged by the position
of its women " and every reader of the book, man or
woman, will agree with him.

SHANRTA BHALERAQO,
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SERVANTS OF INDIA SOOCIETY.
MR. KUNZRU'S SPEECH.

. Following {3 a summary of the speech which Pandit
Hirdaynath Kunzru as President of the Servants of
India Society made on 12th Jume in Poona on the
«@wccasion of the Sociely's anniversary :

FTER welcoming the guests to the 32nd anniver-
gary of the Servants of India Society Mr. Kunzru

.dealt with the work done by the Society in various
Adirections last year. He was glad to say at the ontset
that they had been able to publish a life of Mr. Deva-
.dhar in Marathi, which had been written by a8 member
.of the Bervants of India Society, Mr. Fhadke, Hbe
hoped that a similar book would soon be published
in English also, He described briefly the sactivities
.of the Soclety which covered many fislds—politics,
rural development, labour, depressed classes,
.co-operation, scouting, education, social eervice,
The work in rural areas whioh owed its
<commencement to Mr. Devadhar's inspiring example
and precept had taken root and was steadily
spreading. It was being carried on in three
provinces at present—Madras, Berar and Orissa—and
its extension to ome or two more provinces in the
ourrent year was being considered. Want of funds
considerably hampered their work, but they were
trying in their own humble way to make some con-
tribution to the solution of a problem which over-
shadowed all others in importance. Their experience
made them think that they had to gain the confidence
of the villager by helping him in his immediate
difficulties and to bring about those psychological
conditions which would tend to rouse the energy that
lies dormmant in him. They had partly 1o satisfy
the needs of which he was conscious and partly to
strengthen his will to live and make him divinely
discontented with his surroundings and pesition.
The Government of Lord Linlithgow were taking a
keen interest in the economic davelopment of rural
areas but the foundations of their work which seemed
to be weak as yet would become strong only if they
desired the improvement of the villager's status and
material position as ardently as a national Govern-
ment would and if their agenta could convince him
that they were his friends and servants.

Proceeding, Mr. Kunzru dwelt on the informed
and sustained -interest taken by members of the
Society In questions relating to Indians overseas,
He thought that owing to the importance of the
subjeot no apology weas needed for referring to it at
gome length, Mr, Sastri who had been deputed by
the Government of India to examine the condition
of Indian labour in Malaya had submitted a com-
prehensive report on the subject. * His wisit had
already resulted in the enhancement of their wages

. to the level at which they stood before they were
reduced by 20 p. o. owing to the world economic de-
fresalon in 1930 and it was hoped that it would soon

ead to a further improvement in their position in
.other respeots also. Besides, Mr. Sastri’s recom-
mendation with regard to the reversion to the old
-standard of wages which was introduced in 1928 was
not final, It was satisfactory to note that the
Government of India were not committed to the
mere restoration of that standard but had the
‘whole question .of wage rates under consideration,
FPresumably they ware oconsidering the suggestion
that Indian labour should share in the re-established
Jproaperity of the rubber industry as it had shared in
Ats advaersity. ,

Mr. Kodanda Rao, who had gone to the U. S. A,
©n reveiving the offer of a scholarship from the Yale

University, on his way back to India visited
several countries where Indians were settled in some
numbers in order to know something of their condi-
tion at first-hand, for instance, Japan, China, Canada,
Australia and' New Zealand, and the Colonies of-
Trinidad, British Guiana, Fiji and Malaya. Rach
Colony had its own problems, but the backwardness’
of Indians in education seemed fo be a feature com-
mon to them all. The descendants of the old indentur-
ed Indians were acquiring a new sense of self-respect
and nationalism, and their development ereated quee-
tions in which both the Government of India and the
Indian public should take a greater interest. The
Government of India were in touch with the problems
concerning Indians in Fiji, but there did not appear'
to be enough contact between themi and the Indiang
in British Guiapa, Trinidad, eto. That deficiency
should be remedied.

In South Afrioa a compromise had been arrived
at between Government and the Indian community.
The position of the Indian was, however, not sscure,
They mignt be faced any day with new troubles
which their opponents were eager to stir up.

The territories which required their attention
most at present were Zanzibar and Ceylon where the-
rights of their countrymen wete geriously threatened..
Practically speaking, they were in danger of losing.
both their property and their livelihocod in Zanzibar.
There they had to deal not with a Dominion
Government but with the British Government. This
Government, which had used every possible device to
ensgure for Britishers economic equality with Indians’
in India under the Government of India Act,
had sanctioned legislation which treated Indians.
who had been settied for generations in Zanszibar
as aliens and which would have the effect of
ruining them economically and driving them out of
the Protectorate. He. understood that the Govern-
ment of India had made strong representations to the
British Govermment on the subject. If those represen-
tations failed they would have no option but to
demand the prohibition of the import of Zanzibar
cloves into India. The British Government might
use its power to prevent the Government of India-
from acceding to this demand. It would be their
duty in that case to do everything in their power to
make the British Government realise that they would
not easily allow their countrymen in Zanzibar $o be
oppressed, humiliated apnd ruined, It seemed to him
that the hostility to Indians in the Colonies was the
}escix_lt of the growth of the nationalist movement in

ndia.

Friction between the Sinhalese and the Indians
in Coylon which ocommenced 'in 1929 was une:
fortunately on the inorease. The anti-Indian.
feeling was finding expression in many ways.
Beveral attempts had been made to deny to Indians,
on whom the prosperity of the Colony depended,
righta to which they are entitled, as was ilJustrated
by the Land Development Ordinance and the
proposed Destitutes Ordinance. The proposed Village
Communities Ordinance seemed to make a distinetion
between Indians on the one hand and the Europeans
and burghers on the other,

The Government of India must have been kept
informed of the situation by their Agent in Ceylon
One would like to know what steps they woere taking
to prevent injustice being done to Indians. It was
greatly. to be desired that the Sinhalese and Indians
should arrive at an amicable sottlement of the-
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questions at issue between them, The Goverament of
India had a duty to discharge in the ‘mattet.
The report of Sir Edward Jackson who had been

appointed by the Ceylon Government te vonsider the -

question of immigration was expected to be

ublished goon, It was desirable in the interests'

oth of Ceylon and India that the opportunity which
the publication of the report would offer should be
talkken to discuss all outstanding <questions and
pettle them by agreement. Although Ceylon
was next door to India, they were more amply
supplied with information regarding Indians
in more distant places than in Ceylon. Perhaps
Mr. Suryanarayana Rao had done more to
keep the country informed of the difficulties of
Indians in Ceylon than any individual or association.
The Indian Imperial Citizenship Association had done
splendid work in keeping India informed of develop-
moeontg regarding Indians in many places. It would
add to its record of service if it turned its attention to
Indian problems in Ceylon also, This was urgenily
needed,

Mr., Kunzru next referred to the pelitical
situation in the country and the constitutional dead-
lock in the six provinces in which the Congress party
ocoupied .a dominant position. The deadlock
was the result of a complete distrust of the
intentions of Government. Experience of the working
of the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms and the
provisions of the present Government of India Act
which flouted Indian opinion justified the feelings
of resentmenf and suspicion with which the new
constitution was viewed. These feclings were
intensified by the policy followed by Government
during the last two or three years. The proceedings
of the Central Legiglature showed no desire on the
part of Government to act in harmony with Indian
opinion in any important matter. The disregard of
Indian wishes was equally clear in the matter of
filling up posts under the Central Government.
‘Whenever an important post had to be filled up,
whether in the Defence or ¥inance or
Department, Railway Board or Imperial Council of
Agricultural Research, or even in the Central Broad-
casting Station, Indian talent was asa rule disre-
garded and Britishers, whether already serving in
India or specially imported for the purpose, were
appointed. The state of things in this respect was
nothing short of a scandal. .And they might be sure
that so long as British control continued it would
be used to give preference to British over Indian
interests. The psychological background of the de-
mand for assurances from (tovernors could therefore
be easily understood. This demand had been chan-

d twice in response to circumstances during the last

e months, The latest compromise put forward

by Mahatma Gandhi to bring the present impasse
to an end was that when the Governor could not- re-
conoile the ministers to the exercise of his special
powers he should call for their resignation. When one
congidered carefully the various alternatives of
voluntary resignation, dismissal and foreed resigna-

Homse
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tion, it eppeared ¢learly that whichever course wast
taken, the result wonld be the name, There would ber
a constitutional eorisis, the political efficacy of which-
tepended on the ability of the ministers to retain thet
support of the electorate. In the case of voluntary’
resignution the ministers would forve a crisis, in the”
other cases they might be supposed to be victims of
it; but the final outcome would depend not on the
technical terms used to express serious disagreement,
between the Governor and the ministers but on the
ministers’ power to prevent the Governor from form-
ing a ministry which would give in to him. But
whatever the value of the new formula from a eon-.
stitutional or political point of view, Mahatma-
Gandhi's statement must be regarded as conciliatory..
It seemed to bring Government and Congressmers
nearer than they were before. Mahatma Gandhi did.-
not want any change in the Government of India Act
and was, in his own words, anxious that Congressmen.
should accept office if they could do so with meif-
respect. Government were equally anxious that Cons:
gressmen should accept office, and Lord Zetland and
Sir Harry Haig had been at pains to show that the pro~
cedure contemplated in cases of divergenoe of views:
between the Governor and the ministers did not
militate against the latters’ self-respect and left them Y
wide liberty of action. It seemed in theme ociroums:
stances that pyschological difficulties aloneé stood in-

"the way of the termination of the deadlock and the.

constructive utilisation of the energies of the leglsla«i
tora, His Excellency the Viceroy, who was undoubted-
ly keenly interested in the material side of the,pro-
blem of Indian progress, had unfortunately shown no,
appraciation of the human side of the problem. It
was necessary in the interest of the country that.
both Government and Congress should realise ite
imporiance, ‘
From this point of view, Mr. Kungru thought, it/
wasg necessary that the interim ministries should not
be allowed to remain unduly long in office. He did:
not think that their appointment was illegal, but:
their unjustifiable continuance in office was uncon-
stitutional in spirit and would increase the psyeho-
logical impediments to a solution of the impasse, .
They had had enough time to formulate their pro-t
grammes. They ghould mow present them to the:
legislatures which shonid be summoned to meet at -
an early date. The ministries would certainly be:
defeated, but this result could not in any event be!
deferred much longer. The defeat of the ministries
might lead to a constitutional breakdown, and the
passing of all powers into the hands of the Governor;
but this unfortunate result might be avoided by a
tactful handling of the situation, and by a realisation

" on one side of the spirit of new India and on the other
of the country’s urgent need for practioal service.

In conclusion, Mr. Kunzru referred to the very
ungatisfactory financial conditiory of the Society. It
was causing the members more anxiety thanm ever.
He appealed to the public to assist it liberally to!
enable it to serve the country to the best of its'
capacity. ‘

THE SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY.
Activities DuriNG 1936-37.

Introductory.

It is now thirty-two yeara sinecs the Servants of
India Society waa started by Mr. G. K. Gokhale, with
tha object of providing a trained agency to serve the
people of India. in all ways and to help im: the build-~
ing up of a seif-governing and prosperous nation,

 During the year under report Mesers. Desal,
Phadke and, Misrs, who had campleted their proba-

tionary period, were admitted to the membership of :
the Society and two new probationers were enrclled. .
The admission of three additional members bsought-,
up the strength of the Society to thirty-three, ;

It wae an agreeable duty for the President of this#
Society to usher into existence on the 12th June 19361
the Women's Fellowship of Service by admitting Miss-
Shanta Bhalerao, M. A.. and Mims ‘Godavar} Gokhale,s
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B.A,LLB. as ita first members-under-training. A The
Followship is inspired by the ideals and methods of
ithe Servants of India Society and while its member-
‘ship is confined to women, its objects and constitu-
tion are very similar to those of the Society, Atthe
‘vequest of the foundation-members of the Fellowship
-and in consonance with an article in its constitution,
"the Society has agreed to roanage its affairs during
the first thres years, including the admission and
‘trainipng of ite members. The Fellowship has made
quite satisfactory progress during the .ﬁrst year.
' It has been pointed out in previous reports that
+the members of this Society work largely through
'organisations already existing or brought into exis-
‘tence by them. It would certainly not be fair for the
Bociety to claim as its own the work dome by those
‘organisations. But so much time and energy of its
'members i8 given to the work—often the day to day
‘routine work—of those institutions, that some refer-

-gnce has necessarily to be made to it in a report of

“the Society's work, While doing so the Society would
‘Yike to express its thankfulness to those institutions
for giving it an opportunity to serve them and to
.serve the country through them. It, however, lays no
claim to their work beyond what is justified by the
gervice of its members, A list of the more important
.institutions of this kind is appended fo this report,.
Political.
*  When the year under report opened, Pandit
.Hirday Nath Kunzru was touring South India. He
Jwigited a large number of places where he delivered
: Jectures on the political situation. In November, 1936,
« he presided over the Agra Divisional Political Con~
« ference; and in December attended the National
. Liberal Federation at Lucknow, where he spoke on a
‘pegolution. In the same month he wes elected tothe
. Council of State and thenceforward much of his time
was given to its work. )

: As a8 member of the Council of State Mr, Kunzru
*-attended the Delhi gession and took part in the dis-
+ cussions on all important subjects. He himself was
* responsible for moving some resolutions on important
- ‘matters,

Criticizing the Railway Budget in general, he
pointed out by giving facts and figures that while the
Railway Board tried during the laat five or six years
to reduce their expenditure, the reduction had not
taken place proportionately in all grades of services
and that the axe had fallen more heavily on the
.employees in the lowest ranks, He drew aitention to
‘the fact that in oconsequence of the separation of
Burma from India, the latter would have to pay about
a corore and two-thirds to Burma from the Railway

- Depreciation Fund, although during the last five or
+,8ix years the loss on the working of the Burma Rail-
. ways was greater than the sum which would have
.stood to their eredit had there been a separate depre-
.oiation fund for them. He claimed that in these
soiroumstancss India owed nothing to Burma.

. Bpeaking on the General Budget he oritivised the
. enhancement of duty on gilver and sugar. He con-
. tended that the excise duty on sugar would, in the last
-regort, be paid by the poor cultivators who grew sugar-
- oane. He pleaded that to keep down expenditure the
higher palaries should have been kept at the reduced
--level at which they stood for a year or two and that,
if extra taxation was necessary, the surcharge on
+ income-tax on the higher incomes and the supertax
- which had been reduced during the last two years
'shonld have been reimposed so that the burden might
¢ fall on the rich alone, He pointed out that the army
- expenditure amounted to about 274 ¥, of the total
1 revenues of the Central and Provinocial Governments,
:.in spite of the reduotions made since 1931-32, This
..scale of expenditure was too heavy to be borne by a
_poor country like India. ' -

Moving his resolution regarding the Indianisation
of the Government of India Secretariat, he pointed cut
that in regard to several departments the position was
practically what it was about 12 yearsago. In two of
these departments viz., Home and Defence, there were
no Indians occupying any of the hizgher posts and the
position was the same in the Foreign and Political
Dopartment if temporary posts were left out of consi-
deration. In the rest of the departments the situation
was a little better, but with the exception of the Edu-
cation Department, Indians practically speaking
occupied the lower posts only. He also referred fo the
oxclugion of Indians from the Railway Board, the
Central Board of Revenue, ete. Reviewing the figures
relating to the position of the higher personnel of the
Secretariat he concluded that not only was the posi-
tion of Indians virtually what it was, say in 1927, but
there was also no indieation that the policy that had
been followed hitherto would undergn any change in
the near future.

Speaking on the position of Indiana in Zanzibar,
Mr, Kunzru dealt with the decrees of the Zanzibar
Government as they affected the position of Indians as
owners of property and as traders im cloves, He
pointed out that the Agricultural Indebtedness Com-
mission appointed by the Zangibar Government, which
had an official majority and was presided over by the
Chief Justice, had completely exonerated the Indian
community from the sericus charges levelled against
it by its defractors, He then examined Mr, Binder's
recommendations and showed that- they not only
offered no solution of the question which was troubling
the Indian community but threatened to complete its
ruin. He drew pointed attention to the recommenda-
tion that the Clove Growers' Association which had
already been given the monopoly of the export of
cloves ghould also be given the monopoly of pur-
chaging them. If this recommendation were carried
out the Indians would be economically annthilated
and would be practically compelled to leave Zanzibar
where they had been living for generations, He
thought that unless the Government of India took
pteps to prohibit the import of Zanzibar cioves into
India, there was little likelihood of any improvement
in the situation. He thought that owing to the poli-
tical developmeni of India Britishers were nervous
and wanted to prevent Indians from occupying a
prominent position in the life of any colony. He
suggested that the Government of India should appoint
an agent in East Africa to look after the interests of
the Indiana there.

In his resolution regarding the replacement of
British troops by Indian troops in the Army in India,
he showed that the proportion of British to Indian
troopa had remained unchanged since 1859. Another
fact which revealed the true purpose of keeping a
British force in India was that the proportion of
British to Indian soldiers was much higher in the ‘in-
ternal security troops than the field army, These facts
showed clearly that notwithstanding the recent con-
stitutional changes, the importance of which was often
impressed on Indians by the authorities, their military
policy continued to be what it was befors and that
they were still determined to maintain an army of
oocupation in this country. Indians had been charged
by their detractors with want of initiative and capa~
city for leadership, but the martial quslities of Indian
soldiers had never been questioned. Their record in the
Great War was such that any nation might be proud

‘of it, There was no reason therefore for not substi~

tuting Indian soldiers for British soldiers who oost
thrice ag much, ' Co
Mr. Kunzru moved an adjournment motion re-
garding the effect of the reorganisation of the Indian
Medical Service an the position of Indians, The cadre
of the ervice, he said, had been reduced but the old
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restriction on the proportion of Indians admitted into
it remained. This was parily due to the fact that a
reserve of European officers had to be maintained in
the I. M. 8. to look after the medical needs of the
British section of the army during a war. Such a
reserve, Mr. Kunzru contended, should be maintained
in the Royal Army Medical Corps and the needs of
the British soldiers should not be made an excuse for
limiting the admisson of Indians to the IM.S.
Even if the present system continued, he showed that
the number of Indians in the medical posts under the
Government of India could be increased if Govern-
ment wanted to extend the employment of Indians.

The Rt. Hon. V. S, Srinivasa Sastri spoke fre-
quently on political subjects during his vigits to diffe-
rent towns in India. His vigif to the Federated States
of Malaya on a Government of India Commission to
investigate the condition of Indian labour there
was availed of by Indians in Rangoon and in the
Federated States to arrange lectures by him on poli-
tical subjects.

Mr. N. M. Joshi took part in the Bombay Provin-
cial Liberal Conference held at Sholapur in July and
in the National Liberal Federation session at Lucknow
in December 1936. At the former he spoke on the Con-
stitutional Reforms and pointed out the desirabilily
of taking advantage of the Reforms, strongly opposed
fo them though we were, for whatever constructive
‘work could be done and for making use of the powers
given under them to effect further changes in the con-
shifution itself. He emphasised the unwisdom of not
accepting office when others might make use of it to
the detriment of the country’s good by passing re-
actionary legislation, imposing oppressive taxes, ete.
PDuring his vigit to London he spoke to the Conciliation
QGroup on India's attitude to the new constitution and
1o the Paddington Rotary Club on India’s attitude to
the Empire.

.. Mr, Kaul wrote a book in Urdu on the Indian
Constifution for the United Provinces Hindustani
Academy, As Secretary of the Reception Committee
of the National Liberal Federation held at Lucknow
in 1936, he was primarily responsible for making
arrangements for the holding of the session. Mr,
Ambekar continued to be a Secretary of the Deccan
Sabha. His political work was largely done.through
that organisation which took a live interest in all

public questions. He organised numerous meetings of
the Sabha to comsider Various political problems as
they arose from time to time. He also visited some
places to canvass support for the Provincial Liberal
Conference held at Sholapur.

Mr. Bakhale continued to be on the executive
committees of the Bombay Presidency Association and
the Western India Liberal Association. He gave his
whole-hearted support to an adjournment motion in
the Bombay Legislative Council protesting against.
the restrictive interpretation put on the University
franchise rules, Agitation on the same subject was
carried on in the C. P, by Messrs. Shahane and Mani,
whose efforts helped considerably in rousing public
opinion and resulted in broadening somewhat the
University franchise rules in that province, Mr.
Shahane with the help of Mr, Mani organised a meet-
ing of the local University voters in Nagpur at the
Society’s Hall where all the candidates for the Uni-
versity seat, except one, appeared on one platform and
presented their programmes and policies to the ele-
ctorate, The meeting was a unique one in election
meetings in India and attracted wide notice.

Mesgrs, Kunzru, Dravid, Joshi, Venkatasubbaiya,
Suryanarayana Rao, Dube, Shahane and Gokhale
took part.in the deliberations of the 19th session of
the National Liberal Federation held at Lucknow.
Messrs, Kunzru, Dravid, Joshi and Shahane were
elected to the Working Committee of the Federation,

Mr. Kodanda Rao, whose activities in the U. 8, A,
were referred to in last year's report, toured in
Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, Japan, China, the Dutch
Hagt Indies, Malaya and Siam and addressed numerous-
meetings on the Indian political situation and the
reaction of India to the new reforms. His speeches,
delivered at places where authentic knowledge of
India is rare and Indian visitors rarer still, evoked
great interest and discussion. It is gratifying to know
from various quarters that his visits to foreign
counfries and his speeches there have created a feel-
ing of friendliness and understanding towards India
and evoked admiration for him personally. He has
now returned to India. His thesis on * the East and
West in Civilization ” has been approved by many
compstent scholars.

( To be continued. )

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP OF SERVIOE,
RANI LAXMIBAI RAJWADE’S SPEECH,

~ The following speech was delivered by ' Rani
Taxmibai Rajwade as President of the meeling held
at the Gokhale Hall on the 19th inst. to celebrate
the first anniversary of the Women's Fellowship of
Beryice ;
THANK you for the honour you have conferred
on me by asking me to preside here this after-
] noon, I do think it is an honour; because ths
fecling is strong within me that the institution, with
the first anniversary of which I have the privilege
today of associating myself, is going to prove a truly
omentous undertaking, For one thing, a person
'ﬂke me belonging to an older generation and natur-
ally rather conservative in outlook, inevitably sees
the Women's Fellowship of Service against the can-
a8 of the new life which has made its appearance
“here during the last decade and a half. The new
ideas and roused enthusiasms are almost disconcert-
Ing alike in their richness and vitality as in their
‘durfous lop-sidedness and inadequacy-—the latter pos-
#ibly due to some lack of disciplin_e and *forethought,

1

Againgtsuch a background the Fellowship necessarily
assumes a momentous significance because it seeks to
harness this new life to disciplined and constructive
vision. I see in it the turning of the young genera-
tion towards the same impulse as led the late Mr..
(Gokhale as also the venerable founder of the Women’s:
University—Prof. Karve—and their contemporarics to-
establish institutions here like the Servanis of India
Society, the Deccan Education Society, the Women's-
University—institutions of which sny country may
well be proud. Above all that this need for discip-~
line and sanity and saerifice should have so impresasd.
the younger generation among women as to lead te
the establishment of this Fellowship is, I think, reas-
suring beyond words, Indeed I hardly know how to
congratulate the two young aunthors of the scheme,
Shrimati Shantabai Bhalerac and Shrimati Godavari-
bai Gokhale, and their sponsors; the Servants of India

-Society, who helped them to launch it. Perhaps the

most creditable tribute I can, pay to my young.
friends here is to may that they have succeeded in
‘making some of us wish our youth back again, that
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' «we might the more fully share in this great opportu-
' nity which they have created for themselvea and
their generation, And I add my confident hope that
- ‘the Fellowship will in years to come send out in im-
- creasing mumbers the women leaders and workers
' +whom we badly need.

This is no idle hope. My confidence is not wholly
due to the obvious gincerity and promise of the two
- original members of the Fe]lowship, nor fo the im-
prasgive background of the Servants of India Sociaty.
It is due largely to my conviction, that the Fellow-

ship has a well-defined raison-detre and very fair |-

prospects of success, It is true that some questions
bave to be answered bafore the reason for its existence
becomes clear. Why, for instance, could not the
soope of an institution like the Servants of India
Bociety be enlarged so as to include opportunities of
{raining and work for such women as desired them ?
If, again, the problems against which both men and
‘women workers alike will have to pit their training
and experience are identical, why then should women
have separate training and service centres? Indeed
if those probiems will not yield except to vital co-
operation between men and women, it seems essential
that they should have common gervice centres. Have
women as women a distinet socio-political pro-
gramme? Or is the Fellowship no better than a
belated appearance in this country of militant
feminism ?

These and such other questions arise. But to my
mind the Fellowship has an aspeot which lifts the
question of its raison-detre above these considerations,
I should like to stress that aspect to-day. It seems to
me that an institution 1ike this is surely much more
than a training and service centre. It is also & dis-
tinct community, It is not merely a place where
certain uniformities are enforced as in & regiment or
in office. Quite as important as the practical training
in social and political work is the initiation into an
atmosphere rarified by a spirit of sacrifice, intense
devotion and a constant sharing of experience, for
such a Fellowship is really a group of people who
subject all their worldly instinots to the service
of gocial purposes. In fact, you create herse an order
almost as austere as a religious order though wedded
to less spiritual aims. All this naturally involves
the coming together of persons with lasting affinitiea
which possibly transcend the commoner affinities of
political preference, class feelings or material inte-
rost, Finally, you will agree that the affinity of
womanhood is as vital and transcendent a basis for
such a community as any you can find. You may or
may not agree shat women as women have
any aptitude or opportunities wunshared by men.
You may or may not seet any store by
the idea of oco-operation between the sexes; Buf
you oannot, in all conscience, deny the vital
significance and even the urgency of women workers
dedicating themselves to social and political work
through a special order and, to that end, undergoing
the discipline of that order.

This then seema to me the major premise of your
Followship. That premise effectively counters the
suggestion that the existing service centres (of what-
ever political hue you ochoose) are, or should be made,
80 inclusive as to admit women workers, I rhall come
back to the question of co-operation later. But in the
meanwhile I should like to note incidentally that
such a Fellowship should solve some of the commonest
personal problems in our scciat world, Apart from
those who will do the work as a labour of love, for
many women it may prove to be a much-needed
avenue for sublimation, a means of assured recogni-
tion of their work and status, a voocation for lives set
adrift by tragio sooial eiroumstance, a precipitator of
& varioty of inferiority somplexes, a means of forcing

on us that most difficult of habits—team work among
women,

Beyond its significance as a Women'a Fallowship
of Service, it shares with the Servants of India Society
a feature which has always appealed to me. The

" Society attempts a scientifie approach to spheres of

activity where even now and even in the West, the
need of a scientific approach is not generally coneed-
ed. I mean the gpheres of politics and social serviee.
Thaf is a feature well worth perpetuating and repro-
ducing as it is reproduced in your Fellowship,

What then are the Fellowship's prospects of
success ? Obviously it will succeed in proportion to
the degree in which it makes its work crucial to the
community, I need not remind you of the critioism
usually levelled at such institutions—that their efford
is too often remote mnd irrelevant, that their outlook
is too cloistered, that their experience too urban and
bourgeoise—indeed too stereotyped, The point of thet
criticism is not, I think, that you should work only in
the villages and among the proletariat ar that yonr
training ghould fit you only for direct action polities.
The point surely is that your training and woxk
ehould deal directly with life, with men and women,
It is more important $hat sccial workers should leam
to understand the need of men and women than that
they should merely have an intellectual grasp of

-their problems ; more important that they should con-

tinually meagure their effort against the happiness
and freedom of the men and women they serve, than
that they should merely rise to the top of social poli-
tical movements. And lest all this preaching appear
arrogant in me, let me remind you that Mahatma
Gandhi has .always insisted on this condition of
success for any social service venture. As the first
annual Report of the Fellowship which has just been
read shows, the young women who at present make up
the Fellowship have already had experience of work in
direot touch with men and women in several walks of
life, If that habit persists and permeates the life of
the Fellowship, I have no doubt of its ulfimate success.

I should also like to commend the wise thought
which enables the new Fellowship to be affiliated
for the time being to the Servants of India Soociety.
Apart from guidance and material help, it will mean
the engendering of the habit of co-operation. The
recent ' experience of national movements in this
country has, I think, conclusively shown that militant
feminism has no place in the modern Indian world,
for the co-operation given by dur men has been
80 unstinted and spontaneocus that the need for
militant feminism has never really arisen. Close co-
operation between the sexes, then, is the only form in
which we need envisage the social order of the future,
I am sure that, as far as the Fellowship is concerned,
everybody realises, on the one hand, that the habit of
co~operation is essential and, on the other, that the
Fellowship must develop its own point of view inall
matters, The Fellowship as well aa the Scoiety must
be perfectly aware that in time a separation of iden-
tities must be realistically faced which might, though
it might not, involve radical divergences of outlook.

Along with the growth of individuality the
Fellowship mugt %lso develop its own strength and
attain economic independanca. I ghould like to appeal
here to all those who are interested in the possibilities
of the contre to help its finances to the best of their
oapacity. I am sure the Fellowship's appeal for
funds will find an adequate response from everybedy,
irreapective of oreed, caste, class, or political opinion,
For, obviously, the work done here will transcend all
thege limits. Tam not sure I ought to let this occa-
sion slip withont making an appeal to those assembled
here to put down whatever figures they can on the
spot. I would like $o appeal specially to my . sistars
that the time has come when they should think seri.
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-ously of diverting the amounts they spend in reli-
gious ceremonials which has no value either as reli-
-gion or ag social gervice towards nation-building
activities,

I would like strongly to appeal to the young
women of this country to join the Women’s Fellow-
ghip of Service, though I know from personal expe-
rience of the women’s movement of this country—and
I congider it & most happy sign of the times-—that
there are women who are only waiting to be given a
reagsuring framework for their sacrificeand dedica-
tion to service. This institution provides that frame-

.work, I, however, fear that the work which iz being
-done by the Fellowship and its possibilities are not
sufficiently known to the women in the country. I
would therefore request my two young friends to give
a8 much publicity tothe organisation sg possible.

Destoievsky has a story in which a Grand Inquisi-
‘tor chances upon the resurrected Christ in the street
-and immediately claps Him into prison. Later in
the evening, he visits Christ in the prison and storms
.and raves over the bent head about the stupidity of
His teaching that “ Man liveth not by bread alone, ”
When the Inquisitor has spent himself, Christ
smiles and gently shakes His head until the tormen-
“for in sudden defeat lifts the prison latch and lets
‘the prisoner out. It would seem that though in the
modern world and in this country what we seem to
‘need is bread, yet perhaps equally we need a reaffirm-
ation of the ancient Indian claim that man liveth
-not by bread alone. We expect the Women's Fellow-
~ghip of Service to do its work in the spirit of that
elaim. I wish the Fellowship every sucocess,

LIBERALS ON THE SITUATION.

The Council of the National Liberal Federation of
India mel in Poona on June 18. Among the resolutions
passed by it were the following ;

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS.

(i) The Council of the National Libersl Feder-
-ation of India is of opinion that strong dissatisfaction
throughout the country with the present Government
of India Act, which it has repeatedly condemned in
‘no uncertain terms, provides. the psychological
background for the demand for assurances from the
QGovernors, by the Congress. It nevertheless regards
the refusal of the Congress majority in six provinces
to accept office as unfortunate. The Council feels
that the Congress should accept office in those
:provinces where its representatives in the legislatures
hold a dominant position in order 1o carry out
measures calculated to improve the lot of the people
and fo hasten the drastic amendment of the Govern-
ment of India Act by a demonstration of its inherent
defeots in its actual working. The Council notes
that the demand for assurances has undergone several
interpretations and is of the view that the lafest
statement made by Mahatma Gandhi with regard to
this matter shows that the two parties are much
nearer each other than before avd that the impasse
:should be capable of being resclvedsby the exercise of
tact and good-will on both sides.

(i) The Council deems it. essential that the
‘Provineial Legislatures should be immediately
‘oconvened as delay in convening them would be un-
.constitutional in spirit.

INDIANS IN ZANZIBAR.

The Council of the National Liberal Federation
+of India, while appreciating the strong representations.

which the Government of India are understood to have
made to the British Government with regard to the
legislation recently introduced in the Legisiature of
the Zanzibar Protectorate, which seriously affects
Indian interests, is strongly of opinion that if the
legitimate rights of Indians are not adequately pro-
tected, the Government of India should take stsps to
prohibit the imports of cloves originating from the
Zanzibar Protectorate into India.

INDIAN LABOUR IN MALAYA.

(i) The Couneil of the National Liberal Federa-
tion of India puts on record its appreciation of tha
work done by the Rt Hon. V. S, Srinivasa Sastri,
which has already led to the restoration of the 1928
standard of wages for Indian labourers working on
rubber estates, and urges on the Government of India
to negotiate with the Malayan Government regarding
the early implementing of the various recommenda-
tions contained in Mr. Sastri’s report in respect of the
abolition of the distinction between “ key " and * non-
key ” areas, application of the standard wage with
statutory force throughout the country, prevention of
illicit recruitment of Indian labonr, extension of
co-operative societies, and appointment of Indian
members on the Indian Emigration Committes, on
State Councils and other public bodies.

_ (ii) The Council welcomes the restoration of
wages to the 1928 standard and notes with satisfaction
that the Government of India do not regard this as a
final settlement of the wage question buf are exami-
ning the question of wagerates as a whole. The
Council hopes that the n:w rates will be so fixed &8 to
enable Indian labour to have a due share in the pro-
sperity of the rubber industry.

The Counecil further urges on the Government of
India to press for the provision of better educational
facilities for Indian children both in the estate and
non.-estate areas and the removal of the prohibition
now in force against the admission of non-Malayan
born Indiau children to higher Government educa-
tional institutions. The Couneil emphatically protests
against the appointment of a KEurcpean as the
Inspector of Tamil Schools.

INDIANS IN CEYLON,

(i) The Council of the National Liberal Federa~
tion of India expresses its deep concern af the grow-
ing estrangement between the Ceylonese and the
Indians and regrets that measures calculated to en-
danger the interests of Indians such as the Destitutes’
and Village Communities’ Ordinance are under
congideration by the Ceylon State Council, " In view
of the contribution which Indians have made and
are making to the prosperity of Ceylon and the ties.
which bind India and Ceylon, the Council hopes that.
questions at issue between Indians and Ceylonese will
be amicably settled.

(i) The Council requests tbe Government of"
India to inform the public of the steps that they are-
taking to safeguard Indian interests in Ceylon, ‘

REPRESSIVE LEGISLATION AND RELEASE OF
POLITICAL PRISONERS.

- The Council of the National Liberal Federation-
of India is strongly of opinion that action should be
taken in every province to repeal all repressive
legislation and to effect the release of persons con-
victed for political offences or detained without trial,.

| 1t further recommends the removal of restrictiona
placed upon the liberty of persons for political

reasons and with-drawal of all restrictive ordars on.

printing presses and newspapers..

-

Printed and Published by Mr. Apant Vinayak Patvardhan at the Aryabhushan Press, House No.915/1 Bhamburda Peth,
Poona City, and edited at the ! Servant of India ** Offie, Servants of India Society’s Home, Bhamburda,
. Pocna City, by Mr, 8. G, Vaze,



