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Topics of the d¥ech.

The B. N. R. Strike. -

THE gtrike of the men on the Bengal-Nagpur
Railway has been in progress for nearly ten days and
is spreading all over the line. Already nearly 40,000
men are affected and the number will be increasing
daily. In these hard times a strike of this magnitude
with all the risks involved in it will not be launched
upon by the workers unless it was forced on
them as an unavoidable necessity, In this case
though the preparations for the etrike have been going |
on for several weeks, it was resorted to only as a last |
resource when all ofher means of securing redress had
been exbhausted. Though the date of stopping work
was fixed beforehand and duly notified to the proper
authorities, the commencement of the strike wag
actually delayed by a few days to enable the authori-
ties of the labour union to make a last-minute effort
to avert it by means of an agreed ssttlement. But the
spirit of compromise shown by the men failed to
evoke a corresponding response on the part of the
Railway administration who unfortunately chose to
take up a stiff attitude. The unbiassed public will
thus hold the railway administration responsible for
the present crisis on the B. N. R.
: * %

»*

.THE whole trouble arcse out of the Agent’s
esire to eﬂ‘ect.retrenchment. His policy was to out
own expenditure without retrenching the staff,

he himself explained, he intended to effect all

ible economies in deadstock so thatthe *live

ock " may be hit to the minimum extent possible,

And, even zo late as November last, an authoritative
contradiction of the ramour about the reduction in the
staff was officially issued. The irony of the gituation
is that the Agent 80 keen on retaining the staff should
have seen fit to refuse to explore, in consultation with
the representatives of the men, all avenues of a
settlement by mufual consent.
* *

His retrenchment policy began to manifest itself
in the form of reverse promotions. The men singled
out, for this process are officially described as being
surplus fo requirements. Were any steps taken to
convince the men’s representatives that this decision
wag not arbifrary ? Would it not have been better
from this point of view to have taken the union
officials into confidence ? It is true that the process wag
accompanied by a promise of promotion as vacancies
occur. One wonders, however, whether much value can
be attached to this promise when the reduced men can
be counted nof in tens but hundreds. The insecurity
of grade involved in reduction was what was resented
mogf by the men, Granting for a moment that
reductions were a necessary corollary of the Agent’s
policy, one fails to see how the increase in the work-
ing hours from eight to twelve which took place at
certain places could be justified. Longer hours pre-
suppose additional work for which extra hands were
really required. How then could the present strength
of the workers be said to be in excess of actual
needs ? The actual working out of the Agent's
policy thus led to the infliction of a doubls injustice
on the men: reduced salaries buf increased work.
The good attendance bonus which used to supple-
ment their meagre earningse was also stopped
and the facilities enjoyed by the shed workers for
religious festivities suddenly withdrawn, How could
the men be expected to submit to all this provocation
meekly and docilely ? Let us hope wiser counsels will
eve:lac vei prevail so as to avoid prolongation of the
ptrike,

#

*

* *

Official lnte-rference in J;m khandi.

IF official interference in elections deserves con-
demnation and is unjustifiable in Britich India it is
not less so if practised in an Indian state. Yet we
hear very little of official meddlesomeness in elec-
tions to representative bodies, such as they are, in
Indian States, This is not o say that instances of
official interference with elections are ‘non-existent
or even exfremely rare in Indian India. What it
meang is that such cases fail to receive publicity,
thanks to the weak and unorganised state of public
opinion in Indian States in general,

*® % »

. A MOST recent instance of official attempts to
mﬂuenpe the results of the election is reported from
Jamkhandi, a small state in the Southern Mahratta

. Country. There electiong to the toy legislature of the
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State were recently held, in which official influence
was openly cast against popular representatives who
in the outgoing legisiature did their best to safe-
guard public interests without minding o?ﬁclal frowns,
The reward for their loyalty to the public cause was,
it is said, a regular vendeita againstthem at the
election on the part of persons in the State service.
It is reported that this was conducted so openly as to
assume the character of a public scandal.

. * *

Scandalous,

A GLIMPSE of the persecution to which Bengalee
detenus interned for what look like interminable
periods are subjected is afforded by a recent case re-
ported from Mymensingh, Two detenus had appa-
rently refrained from attending the police station.
Whether such attendance was a part of the resirie-
tions imposed on them and whether their rigidity
allows for non-compliance for good and sound rea-
sons we have no means of knowing. All that is per-
tinent to our prasent purpose is {o note thatthis grave
offence of not going to the police station earned for
the detenus the severe sentence of two years’ rigorous
imprisonment at the hands of the magistrate.

* +* *

THAT the case was not quite a bona fide one was
clear from the evidence led on their behalf. It seems
they had dared fo complain against the officer who was
told off to look after them. 'This greatly enraged him.
And theso false cages were instituted by him, it was
stated in Court, by way of wreaking vengeance
against them. It is amazing that in face of this plua
the magistrate should bave seen fif to meet what
.after all was no more than a technical offence with
such a heavy punishment,

L L4

LucokiLy for the unfortunate young men, when
the case went up in appeal to the Sessions Judge he
looked at the matter in the right perspective. He
strongly criticised the general tendency of magistrates
to award “abnormally heavy sentences on detenus for
what are palpably technical offences.” Coming to
the present case, he blamed the magistrate for throw-
ing all sense of proportion to the winds in pronounc-

“ing his sentence. The ends of justice would have been
- amply met if the detenus concerned had been let off
with a warning. As a matter of fact the Sessions Judge
showed his preference for such a course of conduct by
magigtrates when it is a case of a first violation of the
-internment order. In this case no warning had been
. given. Where, in his opinion, a mere warning would
have sufficed, the unconscionably heavy sentence of
“two years’ rigorous imprisonment was pronounced !
-This is how love for the justice-loving British
administration is sought to be inculcated in the
impressionable minds of the younger generation
in Bengal! And for one case in which an appeal was
preferred and the Sessions Judge happened to be
merciful and just encugh to ‘reduce the punishment
to a fine of Rs. 30 there must be scores in which the
«defenus have no alternative but to submit to the
heavy penalties in silence and without complaint.
All which goes fo strengthen the public demand for
an open inquiry into the detenu problem.
. * * *

Another Colliery Disaster.

ANOTHER catastrophic explosion is reported from
a coal mine near Asansol. On December 18, a serious
explosion took place in Poidih colliery in which more
than 200 persons including the European manager
are reported to have lost their lives, The accident
has occurred at a time when a committee is grdppling
with the very problem of the prevention of such

acoidents, It provides the committee with an oppor-
tunity to satisfy itself by personal inquiries on the
spot as to how far such accidents ars unavoidable
and whether the resulting loss of life could not be
minimised by the enforcement of life-saving pre-
cautions, We have every hope that the committee
will Iose no time in viziting the scene of accident as
much with a view to ascertain to what extent the
present accident could have been prevented as with
that of devising measures for making such ex-
plosions and accidents impossible in the future.
The accident proves the desirability of great expedi-
tion on the committee’s part in the discharge of the
task entrusted to it so as to make it possible for its
recommendations to be considered in the next session
of the Indian Legislature. '
* * *

Termination of Singapore Strike.

ACCORDING to Malay papers to hand by last
mail, the Indian strike in Singapore which commenc-
ed from the beginning of this month was to come to
a conclusion on the 13th inst. as a result of an agreed
settloment. The strikers who are in the service
of the Singapore Municipality are stated to have
numbered more than 13,000, And most of them
being engaged in the essential services of the
Municipality, a great deal of inconvenience was
naturally caused to the citizens of Singapore as a
result of the strike. Public streets became filthy
owing to.the collection of garbage, and the sudden
break-down of the conservancy arrangements led to
the accumulation of dirt and filth, all which consti-
tuted a serious menace to public health. It is worthy
of note that during the currency of the strike the
streets were cleaned by European civilians with the
assistance of Boy Scouts and others.

£ * %

THE difficulties of the situation seem to have
becn added to by the unwise and unbending attitude ,
adopted by the municipal authorities in regard to
some items of the sattlement. While agreement wag !
reached on most other points, they declared their firm
resolve not to take back as many as 800 strikers. Lest
the action might be thought to savour of vindicti-:
veness, the explanation was obligingly vouchgafed
that the step was in pursuance of the refrench-:
ment policy decided upon by the municipality. While -
nothing can be said against the municipality’s desire.
to cut down needless expenditure, everything has to.
be said against its choice of the time for giving effect

to its retrenchment measuros. :
%* * »

THE gratuity clause is also stated to have pre-
sented considerable difficulty. The municipality
wanted to treat the men's participation in the:
gtrike as a black mark in their records and con-:
sequently to make them liable to a 10 per cent.
reduction in the gratuity earned by them by reason of
their meritorious services, The uncompromising at-
titude adopted by the municipality on this point
threatened for a time to endanger the wholo settle-
ment. But wiser coungels prevailed in the end a}nd
the municipality decided to give in even on-that point.
The Singapore public has reason to feel thankful to
all those who helped in bringing the sirike to an
early termination. . :

* * *

Demand for Compulsion in Hyderabad. :

THE proceedings of the Conference of the Andhra
subjects of the Nizam provide eloquent testimony as
to their keenness in the matter of compulsory primary .
education, The resolution on this subject that was-
brought before the Conference supported the principle
of compulsion underlying the two bills pending con-.
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sideration by the Hyderabad State Lagislatwe
Council and asked for their early enactment into law.
So far as we can see from press reports, the resolution
also favoured a ten year programme for the attain-
ment of the goal of universal compulsion. But we
are really concerned more with the discussion on phe
resolution in the Conference than with the resolution
itself.

* * *

AFTER two forceful speeches recommending the
acceptance of the resolution, an amendu}ent. was pro-
posed. This in no way sought to r_mlhfy‘ the effect
of the zesolution. On the contrary it was mten_ded to
make compulsory education a reality in the Nizam
dominions. The amendment wanted to fix the res-
ponsibility for the introduction of compulsion on
the Nizam’s Government rather than on local bodies,
as is usually the case. The sponsors of the amendment
made no attempt to conceal their misgiving that )f
local bodies with their meagre resources and their
conservative and reactionary personnel were made
responsible for putting compulsion into effect, it would
be considerably delayed. The experiment had not
proved a success in British India and was, it was
stated, not likely to fare better in Hyderabad. The
opinion was also strongly expressed that the Govern-
ment was the right authority to shoulder the burden
and must not be behindhand in recognising iis res-
ponsibility. The strong advocacy, with which the
amendment was supported, had the effect of winning
a majority in.the Conference on its gide. ’

. * +* »

Indian and Fijian Education in Fiji.

DESCRIBING the Indian situation in Fiji, M.
C. F. Androws says that the primary requirsment
of the Indian community is better and more wide-
spread education. Educationally speaking, the
Indiang are left far behind even by the Fijians,
During the last half a century the Fijiang havs
progressed . so rapidly in the educational field
that, according to Mr. Androws, 90 per cent. of

their children can now read and write, so that their
lsvel of literacy is second only to that of the
European - community. According to the education
report of Fiji for 1935, very nearly 15 por cent. of
Fijian males and 10-68 per cent. of Fijian females were
in school as against 1541 and 15.89 of the' European
community., This record of educational progress is
doubtless very flattering to the native commnnity.

* * *

BUT #o far as our countrymen go, nearly 8§ per
cent, of Indian boys and nearly 314 per cent. of Indian
girls, according to the Fiji education report, were in
gchool in 1935, This ie very unsatisfactory and Mr.
Andrews rightly strosses the need of well thought out
measures to quicken the educational pace of the
Indian community so as to reduce the gulf in the
level of literacy between the Fijians and Indians, He
hits the nail on the head when he says that the claims
of the education of Indian girls dernand attention
even more urgently ‘than of boys. All that can be
done by us in this eountry is to urge the educational
authorities of Fiji to devoie closer attention to the
needs of Indian female education and to express the
hope that they would do a0,

* * *

A Correction.

IN our issue of the 3rd inst, appears a combined
review by Mr. R. V, Oturkar of two essays dealing
with communism, These pamphlets ara therein des-
cribed as having been published by the Director of
Public Information, New Delhi, The Deputy Director
informs us that this is not a fact and that the Director
had nothing to do with their publication. Proceeding,
the Duputy Director adds: *“ Even I, as Secretary of
the (Prize Egsays) Committee serve in my personal
and individual capacity and not in my official capa-
city, The Director has, in fact, already resigned
from the Committee. Sir George Anderson waa, some
time ago, the President, but since he left, a new Presi-
dent will be elected at the next Commitiee meeting.”

«BRITISH BLOOKADE OF SPANISH DEMOORAOQY.”

TY UMOURS areafloat that a Christmas truce is being
arranged in Northern Spain, which may even-
tually lead to an end of the terrific civil war and

to perpetual peace, Whether these hopes will be realised

or not is doubtful, but if they do not materialise it is
certain that the military stalemate established in

Madrid will continue for & long time, Before the

winter set in the rebel forces were expected to cap-

ture Madrid in one fell swoop, but it has shown un-
guspected power of resistance, and it is now certain
that it will hold out for a long time even if it is
destined to fall finally to the army of the Moors and
legionaries.
position is due to three factors: the strong support
from Catalonians, the heroic stand taken by the

International Column and the large reinforcements

that haveapparently come from Russia. The Interna-

tional Column is composed of gome 5,000 men belong-
ing to 13 nationalities and is.commanded by General

Emil Xleber. It has become the shock troops of

Bpanish democracy and has extorted praise from

everyone who has seen the gallant work done by this

“Brigade of the People’s Front of Europe,” to use

Nicoletti's words. For instance, Wing-Commander

'James, who on the invifation of the Labour Party

This strengthening of the loyalists’:

spent about a fortnight in Spain watching events
there, paid & glowing tribute to its heroism in the-
debate in the House of Commons on 1st December.
He said : “ Madrid was saved by the intervention, at
the eleventh hour, of this International Column, a
magnificent body of fighting men drawn from almost
every country in Europe, who, for their principles,
without any hope of reward, and with every prospect
of an extremely unpleagant time, have rallied to. the -
support of the Spanish Government.” Similarly the.
Puchess of Atholl spoke in appreciative terms of hd
valuable work ™ this unconquerable international
force was doing for the Spanish Government in the
last few weeks. The eulogy given by these person's
is the more-significant because it comes from Conser-
vatives. It shows that all Conservatives are not
united in wishing for victory to General Franco ;
some of them wish for his defeat. The general atti-
tude of the Conservative section of the British publia
was clearly expressed in the debate by Mr. Wise,
who said : “ Many of us on this side of the House,
although we desire to preserve the most complete -
neutrality, and not fo assist either side, would natur-
ally think it less embairassing if General Franco
should win the war than if the Communist Govern-
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ment did—not because we parficularly desire to see
another Fascist State on the Mediterranean, which
indeed we do not, but because the international com-
plications of the Government's victory are likely to
be far worse than the international complications of
a Fascist victory. And as our interests are to
remain at peace we naturally prefer to see the less
embarrassing side successful. ” Not so, however,
all the Conservatives. The Duchess of Atholl, who,
like Mr. Churchill, is following a programme of
what may be called Liberal Imperialism, sees
great danger in the victory of the Fascists. She
remarked: * Although there may be dangers to be
foared on both sides, if the Spanish Government
win we might have a not very orderly Spain, the
dangers that that would involve to this country
are very much less than those with which we
might be faced if the insurgents won. Obviously,
they have had the most valuable assistance from
Fascist Powers which could not well be repaid in
money, and would therefore have to be repald by gome
transfer of terrifory or the lease of ports, air bases
and so on.” A section of the Conservative Party at

any rate is thus alive to the grave threat which a
Fascist vietory holds out to the British Empire,

The British Government, however, is taking every
possible step to prevent assistance from reaching fhe
forces of the Spanish Government, either volunteers
or war material. It has now passed an Act prevent-
ing arms and ammunition from being taken in
United Kingdom vessels from foreign ports to any
ports in Spain. As a party to the so-called Non-in-
tervention Agreement it has already put an embargo
on the carriage of war supplies from Great Britain
itself to the scene of war. Now this embargo is ex-
tended to the transportation of such supplies from
any foreign port to any Spanish port. If the farce of
neutrality on the part of European Powers is to con-
tinue it is obvious that all these Powers must prohibit
the unloading of munitions in the ports of Spain from
-their ships, whether the ships carry the goods from
“their own ports or from foreign ports. But Great

"Britain is the first to adopt such legislation, and
‘France alone has showed an inclination to follow, The
Fascist countries—Germany, Iftaly and Portugal—
‘have no intention fo impoge any such prohibition up-
-on their merchantmen. The logical consequence of
it will be that while supplies of arms to the Spanish
LHovernment, carried, let us say, from Russian ports in
PBritish bottorns will be eut off, those carried in
German and Italian ships from foreign ports will
econtinue. The difficulties confronting the Spanish
Government will thus be increased. Col. Wedgwood
put it very clearly in the Commons. In opposing the
Bil] for the Carriage of Munitions to Spain, -he paid:
% If it passes it will be more difficult to get arms
from Russia into Spain, . .. Probably the only way in
which supplies can reach Barcelona or Valencia is in
bottoms which the Ttalian Government or the Italian
volunteers will not dare to sink, so that I regret this
- Bill because it wipes out, as a possible source of
guccour to that oppressed people, the English mer-
‘cantile fleet from the picture and leaves tfem {o rely
upon other countries,” The rebels are getting plenti-

ful help from the Fascist countries both in men and
equipment. Only on the day the debate was held
5,000 or 6,000 Germans were reported to have landed
in Seville with arms, and if the Spanish Government’s
opportunities of getting arms from outside were ocare-
fully taken away from them, “the inevitable end must
be,” as Col. Wedgwood observed, “the victory of Franco
and the defeat of the Government.”" The only impor-
tant source of supply for the Spanish Government is
at present Russia, but Russia is not well placed
geographically to bring munitions to Spain. “If
Russia wants to supply arms to Spain,” said Miss
Rathbone, “ she is very much more likely to need the
help of British ships, or those of some other foreign
Power, than is Italy or probably Germany. Inevi-
tably, therefore, we are inclined to think this, like the
non-intervention pacts in the case of Abyssinia, is
likely, because of the way it has been operated, to be
almost entirely to the disadvantage of the legitimate
Government of Spain,”

Another reason why this new Act is to be de-
precated is because under it it is perfectly legal for
British shipowners to transport arms to a Portuguese
port, even if the cargoes are known to be intended
ultimately fo reach Spain, and; as Mr. Dalton
said,” “it is notorious that Portugal has become
simply a conduit pipe through which munitions of
war have poured in ™ into Spain for the use of the
rebels. Mr, Eden denied this, but evidence in favour
of Mr., Dalton’s statement is overwhelming, Mz, Noel-
Baker quoted in support an extract from the Sunday
Times, * which is not & paper favourable to the Gov- -
ernment of Madrid.,” A correspondent, writing from
Hendaye, “ a place where he was not likely to hear
things against the vebels,” wrote to say on 28th
November that the Spanish Government’s attack on -
Talavera was very serious for General Franco, be-,
cause Talavera was on his “ main line of commaunij.
cation with Portugal, through which he obtains large .
supplies.” Even asguming, as Mr, Eden asserts, that
Portugal has a perfectly clean record, and that arms
are not in fact passing through Portuguese ports to
the rebels, they will in future. If Spanish poris are
claged, the traffic in arms will be diverted to Lisbon
and other ports in Portugal, which is known to be
sympathetic to the rebels and to the Fascist dictators.
If thus an embargo is to be levied, it must cover ship-
ments to Portuguese ports, in order that it will operate
evenly both for the loyalist and insurgent forcea.
But to put on an embargo of 100 per cent. efficiency
on shipments to the Government and to leave Lisbon
open for the carriage of arms to the rebels is in fact,
in Miss Wilkinson’s words, to set up “a British block-
ade of democracy in Spain.” 8ir Archibald Sinclair
gave his powerful support to this plea, The British
Government is trying, he said, desperately to patch
up the Non-intervention Agreement as a shield
against war, but he added : *“ To put all the patches
on the holes through which the constitutional Govern-
ment of Spain is getting supplies, and to leave open
all the holes through which the rebels are drawing
gupplies, would insure the defeat of the Spanish Go-
vernment, . . . The ship from Odessa to Barcelona will
be stopped, but the ship from Hamburg to Lisbon will
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not be stopped.  Therefare, the ghip which is carrying
supplies to the Spanish Government will be stopped,
but the ship which is carrying supplies to a port from
which those supplies can very well reach the rebel
forces will not be stopped....Iam not criticising
Portugal particularly, but it is well known that a
certain quantity of supplies did reach the rebel
forces from Portugal, and, if we pass this Bill, it is
quite obvious that we shall fend to divert the whole
of the Spanish arms trade through Portuguese ports,
for they will be the only ports through which the
market can be reached, "' Sir Archibald made another

point. Why should Britain alone take action when |

none of the Fascist countries who are parties to the
Non-intervention Agreement have done so? It was
said in the Abyssinian war that the British Govern-
ment could not take individual action until they
-were quite sure of the co-operation of all the members
of the League, Why are the Government first to take
action now which will cripple the loyalist forces
but will leave the rebels free to commit aggression ?

Sir Archibald, whe has uniformly supported the-

Non-intervention Agresment, offered to support the
Bill on condition that it would not be brought into
force until other Governments who had subscribed to
the Agreement took effective steps which would pre-
vent arms going to General Franco as much as to the
Spanish Government, Mr, Eden refused to sfop the
Portuguese hole in the Agreement and also to make
the operation of the Act dependent upon similar
action being taken by other Powers, and therefore the
- Liberal Party as well as the Labour Party opposed
the Bill.

. In fact it was wrong for the British Government
to prohibit the export of arms even from British ports
1o Spain uniil all the signatory Powers had agreed fo
do so. If collective action was justifiable in any case,
it was justifiable in this, The British Government.
however, without waiting to know what other Govern-
ments would do, refused licences for the export of
arms some time before the beginning of August.
When did the Fascist Governments come into the
Non-intervention Agreement ? The German Govern-
ment on 24th August, the Portugnese Government on
27tk August and the Italian Government on 28th
August, After coming into the Agreemen{ they

_continued exporting arms, but leaving that aside, the
lead which they had over the British Government en-
abled them so to weight the rebel gide that it was al-
most immaterial whether they could send any further
help. They used this interval, as Mr. Noel-Baker said,
“to pour in arms in quantities which they thought
were sufficient to win the war,” Miss Rathbone en-
dorsed this remark, If the Fascist countries had
observed the Agreement perfectly, it would not have
made much difference, she said, “because they had
simply saturated Franco’s troops with arms before
that, * “Why then,” she asked, “ was not more care
taken that the Non-intervention Pact was not brought
into actual operation until those who were supplying
arms to the rebels had given evidence of their inten-
tion to stop doing s0?” It is remarkable that the

.Duchess of Atholl takes the same view, She said :

Thenone has to admit that a mistake was made in put-
ting on our embargo against the export of arms before we
 were assured that other Governments were going to pursue
the same policy. Tcan never forget that quite early in
August we had convineing proof that Italian aeroplanes
were being sent to the insurgents, nor that, on 13th August,
T read in the Daily Telegraph that Sir Peroival Phillips
had wired from Gibraltar that he had hired not only
Italian, but German aeroplanes, and that not only cone
verted commercial aeroplanes, but bombers and fighters;
were going to the insurgents., That was some five days
after an assurance had been given by the German Govern«
ment that they had not sent any armements to Spain,
It seems strange that, notwithstanding the evidence that
existed on the 18th August that Italian and German fights
ing aeroplanes had been sent to the insurgents, the Gov-
ernment should put on an embargo, I think it would have
been wiser to have waited until they were satisfied any-
how that other Governments which have taken this action
were not going to take further aotion of the k:ind'-
Therefore, owing to the way in which the policy was
introduced, and to the fact that, as we know, it was not
being fully adhered to, it has further inured to the dige
advantage of the Spanish Government.

It would appear strange that British imperialista
are 80 partial in this conflict to ¥ranco although they
ought to realise in .what a great danger his victory
would involve the Empire. Col. Wedgwood once
again brought the gravity of the danger to the notice
of the House of Commons in his forceful way. The
rebel victory, he said :

means more than the ebnslavement of a great people,
It means that we are providiog for Franco all along tha
coast of Bpain and Portugal places innumerable not merely
for submarines, but for aercplanes, The situation would
be such that we ocould not get food shipa to this country,
It wonld not be necessary for Spain or Portugal to concede
a single yard of territory, We remember how in the War
the submarines used the bases in Spain and Greece and
how we had to olose the Mediterranean in consequence,
The submarine is a8 nothing compared with the geroplane ;
the range of the acroplane makes it infinitely more danger-
ous, If Franoo wing, it will not only ensiave the Spanish
people, but it will establish another Fascizt State in a
world divided between Fascist peoples and fres peoples,
That State will be established on our flank where cur com-
merce can be destroyed, where our communications can be
out, where our fleet can be destroyed. We are doing this
with our eyes shut, selfishly thinking that we in our time
may save our lives. But ocur children will perish. ’

British imperialists choose to ignore this danger to
the Empirs for two reasons: firet, they think that
Franco's victory would prevent a Communist Govern-
ment from coming into power in Spain; and second,
they think that the Fascist Powers are too powerful
to come into clash with. Both these reasons are
fallacious, In the first place, the fear of the Coms+

munists getting the upper hand in Spain is wholly

groundless. The Duchess of Atholl’s testimony in
this matter based on information received by her
from a representative on the insurgent side can be
readily believed. She said: “ The fear that, if the
existing Spanish Government won, we should be faced
with a State which might be subject to the dictation
of Soviet Russia gseems to me to be a very remote
contingency, I probably should not like the form of
Government that might emerge, but T do not believe
that it would be a Government that would be sube
gervient to Rugsia,” In the second place, every' pers
son with commonsense would say with Sir Arohibald
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Sinclair: “ When I see two dangers, I have more
réspect for the one which is solid and apparent and
pubstantial (the Fascist danger) than I have for a
bogey like a Communist Government, which may
come into being, but which in faot does not exist,
and which may never come into being. The second
reason is obviously untenable. The more you are
afraid of Fascist dictators the more aggressive they
become, and there must be some limit to the aggres-
sion that you will tolerate, otherwise it involves you
in a policy of perpetual surrender. If to-day you

sacrifice Spain, tomorrow you will have to sacrifice '

_ Czechoslovakia, and this will go on ad infinitum.” Miss

T

Rathbone put the point well. “The result of it all &
that through this talk of taking no part in the wal
and keeping gafe ourselves, what we are doing is tc
throw one by one of the surviving democracies of
Europe into the arms of either Fascism or Commu-
nism, What can these weaker countries think when
they find democratic States huddled into the corner of
the fold, hoping that the wolf will feed on smaller
iambs than themselves, and so will leave them alone,
whereas the dictatorships protect their own? But
after the smaller lambs get into the inside of the
wolf, the turn will come of the bigger lamb.

THE PALESTINE COMMISSION,

HE Royal Commission on Palestine began its .

sittings on 12th November. Originally it was

- intended to inquire into one question only, |

viz. the constitutional question. The High Commis-
sioner had made certain proposals for the establish.
ment of a Legislative Council, which were accepted
by the British Government. But they were rejected
out of hand by the Jews, and thus a fresh inquiry had
become necessary. In fact, when the High Commis-
sioner submiifed proposals, he had envisaged the
possibility of the Giovernment of Palestine having to
meet with non-co-operation on the part of sither or
both of the two communities, Jews and Arabs, in
Palestine, and he had recommended that if any com-
munity would not accept the offer of election that was

made to if, the scheme of the Lsgislative Couneil
should still go forward, the places allotted to the -

community on the Council being filled by nomina-
tion, If was never intended that the institution of a
Legislature, held up for many years, should again be
allowed to be deferred on account of the obstructive
attitude of any mection of the Palestine population,
But Jews are a very imfluential and powerful commu-
nity, and their refusal even to look at the proposals
“made by the High Commisgioner compelled the British
Government $o consider the question afresh, If the
Royal Commission had confined its investigations

fo this one issus, there is no doubt that it would have

had to encounter non-co-operation on the part
of the Jews as it has had fo encounter now, with
its wider terms of reference, non-co-operation on
the part of the Arabs. Now the Commission is o
congider whether the mandatory Power is carrying
out the terms of the mandate im their integrity
and how the complaints made by the Jews and
the Arabs against the Palestine Government’s
policy can be removed. The inquiry will necessarily
be made within the framework of the mandate,
and the Arabs are totally opposed to the mandate

itself and the Jewish National Home for which |

it provides. But this is not the reason why the Arabs
have declined to recognise the Commisdsion or
to give it any help in arriving a$ a conclusion. .They
had asked that while the Commission was making an
inquiry all Jewish immigration should be suspended.
Their contention is that, even according to the tests
applied by the Palestine Government, no more Jews

ought to be allowed to come in, and they feel that it
would gravely prejudice the issue against them if,
before they were given an apportunity to make good
their case, they had a large number of Jewish settiera
thrust upon them.

The British Government, on the other hand,
thought that the present policy followed in Palestine
must continue until, after the Commission had re-
viewed if, they came to the conclusion that it ealled
for a change, and thaf, therefore, the normal inflow
of Jews could not be interfered with. A temporary
sugpension of immigration, asked for by the Arabs in
order to leave the Commission unhampered in its
work of investigation, was itself declared by the
Government a8 a factor that might be held to preju-
dice the Commisgion’s inquiries. All that the Govern-
menf;, felt able to do with a view to meeting the
wishes of the Arabs was to instruct the High Com-
misgioner, in permitting the immigration of Jewish
labourers, “ to take a conservative view of the eco-
nomic absorptive capacity of the country.” The
High Commissioner thereupon fixed the Labour
Schedule at 1,800 certificates for the next six months.
Besides those who go out to Palestine as labourers
under the Labour Schedule, there are other classes
who enter Palestine and settle in if, for exampls, those
who are in possession of not less than £1,000 capital,
and to these no quota is applied. Their immigration
is entirely unrestricted, and Mr, Ormsby-Gore stated
in the House of Commons, that the total number of
jmmigrants for the next six months would be substan.
tially below that for the last six months. This state
ment, however, is not likely to assuage the feclings of
‘the Arabs, for Jewish immigration has reached suct
heights recently ( last year it was nearly 62,000 ) thal
it is quite possible that even if it be substantially
less this year it may prove to be too much, consider
ing the' capacity of Palestine to provide for mor
settlers. It is a pity that the Commisgion has t«
start upon its work with the serious handicap of nof
merely the aloofness but the hostility of the Arabs.

The amount of justifiable immigration in the
light of the country's economic development is nof
easy to determine. The ecriferia for the sclution of
this difficult question have been 1aid down, but as yel
no adequate steps have been taken by the Palestine
Government to establish the necessary machinery
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+8ir John Hope-Simpson in his report made the follow-
+ing recommendation in this regard :
f The principle that the preparation of the Labour
§ Schedule shall depend on the total unemployment in Pale-
. stine demands that the existence of that unemployment
o shall be accurately determined, As has been shown above,
i no machipery exists at the present time which permits of
¢ an aceurate estimate of Arab unemployment. Such machi-
*.  pery must be devised. In the towns this result could be
obtained by the creation of Government Employment
Exchanges, with which the existing Jewish exchanges
mighs be amalgamated. Arrangements to facilitate the
employment of the unemployed is the function of a Gov-
ernmeat rather than that of one section of the population,
- ‘The existence of Employment Exchanges would permit of
i a comparatively accurate estimation of the number of
Palsstinian unemployed, whether Arab, Jew or other, at
any moment.

The whole question of Arab mnemployment shonld form

. the subject of study and steps shonld be taken to create a

N machinery for the registration of Arab unemployment.

Government Employment Exchanges shoold be created,

without which determination of the number of Arab on-

. employed is not possible... If there are Arab work-

. men unemployed it is not right that Jewish workmen from

‘ foreign countries ahould be imported to fill existing vacant
. posts,

“The White Paper of Lord Passfield has the following
=apon the subject :

This examination has revealed certain weaknesses in
the existing system. It has been shown that under it there
: bave been many cases of persons being admitted, who, if

. all the faets had been known, shonid not have received |

‘ visas, No eflestive Government ocontrol exists in regard
to the selection of immigrants from abroad, with the result
that there are no adeqnate safeguards against irregularities
in connsction with the issue of immigration certificates,
t and also against the immigration of undesirables.

As regards the relation of immigration to anemployment
great difficulties at present exist owing to the absence of
efficient machinery for estimating the degree of nnemploy-
ment existing at any time. Thig is especially true as re-
gards the Arab section of the compmunity, Whils ng reli-
sble statistica are available, sufficient evidence has been
adduced to lead to the conclusion that there is at present a
sctio.s degree of Arab unemployment, and that Jewish
nnemployment likewise exists to an extent which consti-
tutes a definitely unsatisfactory feature. It may be regarded
as clearly established that the preparation of the
Labour Schednle must depend npon the ascertainment of the
total of unemployed in Palestine. It follows that the extent
of that unemployment must be aecurately determined, and
His Majesty's Government will give serions consideration
to devising machinery for this purpose. The eccnomie
capacity of the country to absorb new rumigrants must
therefore be jodzed with ref-rence te the position of
Palestine as a whole in regard to unemployment, and care
must also be exercised. in ascertaining shat economie capa-

. City, to make allowances for any demand for lahour, which,
owing to increased ciroulation of money connected with
expenditare on development or for other causes, may be
regarded as of a temporary character.

"Mr. Mills, Director of the Department of Migration,

had to admit how crude were the tests that were ap- |

.plied in determining the economie capacity of the
country to absorb fresh settlers. He said: “ If, for
example, the Jewish Agency stated that there was a
factory in Tel-Aviv that rsquired twenty workers, he
m.lght estimate that they required only twelve, and,
after deducting four * availables, they could get only
.eight instead of the twenty that were requested ™!

-This is gheer higgling, Is it mpot time that a more

scientific method was adopted? But before it could
be done the machinery necessary for it must be
brought into existence, and the Palestine Government
is long in taking this preliminary step. In any case if
cannot surely be argued that the sudden rise in Jewish
immigration in the last iwo years has any relation
whatever to the rise in the economic absorptive capa~
city of Palestine. It would apppear, to use Mr, Mille'’s
phrase, that the power of Palestine’s suction pump has
remained stationary, but the force pump of Eastern
and Central Europe has become more powerful
Arabs must certainly receive some guarantee thab
Hitler will not determine what influx of Jews shall
be provided for in a country which at any rate at
present belonge to Arabs,

The question of illicit immigration of Jews has
also to be tackled. .On this point the Jewish Ageney
did not fare well in the evidence of Mr. Shertok, as
the following questions and answers will ghow :

Mr. Bkertok: The presence of illegal immigrants ia
one of my proofs that the schedules granted were under-
estimated, becanse in those years a fairly considerable
number of Jews ware able to remain in the country without
the permission of the Government and bs absorbed in work
without ereating tnemployment.

The Jewish Agency never approved of this practice, Tt
openly condemned it and did what they could from tims to
time to dissuade people from resorting to it, We are very
anxious that our people should be educated in the spirit
of observing the law, but it was not for the pleasure of
breaking the law that those Jews got into Palestine nor is
it the case that the Jews are indifferent to what the law
is. The position was that letters were coming to every

. Polish township about the shortage of labour in Palestine
and plentifel employment. Our peopls there are in a very
difficalt coadition, and when they saw that if they counld
only get across they could at once work and that it would
take & very long time for a certificate. Considering the rate
at which certificates were being issued, they took the law

. into their own hands and said: We shall come to Palestine,
find work and theu apply for registration,

8ir Laurte Hammond: You say you have done your
best to dissuade these people from coming. I gather that
your activity with regard to illegal immigrants did not
extend to giving the police any information regarding
them.

Mr. Shertok: 1t d4id not.

Lord Pesl: The authorities received mo support what-
ever from the public in trying to deal with thess
immigrants ?

My, Shertok: It wounld be hamanly gquite inconceivable
for Jews to give information against fellow-Jews to
Government in order that these Jews shovld be deported
from Palestine and sent back where they cama from.,

Zord Peel : Do you suggest then that it is not mach
good for the Government to limit these schedules because
the result is that they get an illicit immigration who have
the sympathy of the Jewish population ?

Mr. Bhertok: We rogard the whole thing as a nusfon-
tune. Ilegal immigration did not take place in order to
get larger schedules. It was the result of small schedales.
These illegal immigrants very often beoame prey to un-~
scrupulous specnlators who promised to get them into
Palestine in a proper manner. It was most unfortunate
from every point of view; it is the result of & clash between
the law and economic realitiea.

Lord Peel : In that case, if there is not a clash, you
get no assistance from the Jewish population in enformnz
the law. That is a very serious charge indeed.



088

THE SERVANT OF INDIA

[ DECEMBER 24, 1934

Reviews,

AMERICAN FINANCE.

RULERS OF AMERICA, By ANNA ROCHESTER.
( International Publishers, New York) 1936.
24cm, 366p. $3-50. '

THIS is a very interesting and thought-provoking

book. This authoress has tried to indicate by re-

ference to facts of American economic life that capi-
talistic industry hae followed, with minor variatious,
certain bagic lines of growth. The writer in the fore-
word draws attention to the fact that every selection
and analysis of facts reflects the writer'’s understand-
ing of economic theory and her sympathies in the
clash between capitalism and socialism, *“The
present book,” says the writer, “is based on the
economic and the political teachings of Marx as
developed for the imperialistic era by Lenin.” With

such prepossessions it is difficult always to be a

scientific student except within the bounds of one’s own

choice, but astudy of certain economie tendencies does
not become any the less useful because information
is gathered with a definite purpose in view,

The book is divided into three main sections,
Part one deals with the principal financial groups
and outlines the principal ways in which they exer-
cige control and the effect of the development of
finance capital on the distribution of finances or in-
come in the United States; part two gives some
details of their gripon minor industries with refe-
rence to the interplay of monopoly and competition ;
and part three studies the problem of American
foreign investment, colonies and spheres of in-
fluence and analyzes the economic crisis depression
against the background of capitalism.

On page 31 the anthoress quotes from Lenin in

his “ Imperialism—the Highest Stage of Capitalism, *
about the essential features of capitalism :

1. The oconcentration of production and capital

developed to such a high stage that it has ecreated mono-
polies which play a decisive role in economie life,

2. The merging of bank capital with industrial capital
and the oreation, on the basis of this finance capital, of a
finaneial oligarchy.

3. The export of capital as distinguished from the export
of commodities becomes of particular importance.

4, International monopoly combines of capitalists ars
formed which divide up the world.

5. The territorial division of the world by the greatest
cépitalist powers of the world,

This analysis of the trend of events ison the
whole broadly true and even such a scientific thinker
as Dr. Marshall in his “ Industry and Trade ” has
had to admit the inevitability of certain tendencies
towards monopolies,

Writing about how financial interests control
the political structure, the authoress says on page 122:

The strueture of government in the U, 8, A, has always
been shaped to prevent control of the masses. For several

years after the founding of the republic, Btate constitutions:.
limited the suffrage to male oitizens having aome propertys
Slaves were never reckoned as oitizens, and throughout the -
South techniocalisies are atill inforce to keep Negroes -
away from the polls. Barriers blook the road to oitizenahip -
to foreign born workers and stiff requirements about length
of residence in @& given district rule cut masses of jobleas .
workers. The representatives and officials elected by the
‘ people * are mere cogs in party machines oontrollad by
groups of the oapitalist class.

The authoress goes on to quote details of the
connection of business exeoutives with high politics -
(pp. 127-128) and concludes by saying that the-
“ administration of N. R, A. codes was in most indus-
tries notoriously in the hands of the trade associations .
of the country. "

There is also an interesting analysis of how the-
average manand woman are kept away from thinking -
about bigger problems. Says the authoress on page-
135:

The substance of capitalist propaganda is of wide vArioty.
At oneend is the Hearst press which oarries on a
demagogio drive on behalf of finance capital against the -
labour movement. At the other end are *liberal’ studies
and government reports which uncover some important
faets, but carefully avoid any questioning of the oapitaliat
basis of the society. To distract attention from broad
social and economiec trends and to keep the workers and.
petty bourgeoisie from fruitful pondering on the causes of
their sufferings and onx the true significance of government .
policies, the movies, the talkies, the radio, magazines,
tabloide and novels foous their thoughts on sex and on
petty bourgeoisie rivalries and aspirations.

The reference tothe distribution of income in Ame«
rica is interesting. The Report of the Faderal Trade

Commission on National Wealth and Income (1926)
of fhe population. -

showed that “the richest 17

owned at least 597, of the wealth, petty capitalists, 127, .

of the population, owned about 337, of the wealth, and.
the great mass of the workers and others, 877 of the
population, owned 87, of the wealth. " “The best study
of income distribution in the U, 8. A, was pubiished.
by the Brookings Inititution, ” says the writer, and
appeals to the year 1929:

6 million families, or 21% of the total had incomes less
than $1000,

12 million families, or 42 %, had incomea less than $ 1500, .

20 million families, or 71 %, had less than § 2500,

Only 2 million families or 8 %, had Incomes more than
§ 5000, end 600,000 families or 2'3 % had incomes it excess-
of § 10,000,

*1 % of the families at the top received practically as.
much as 42 % of the families at the bottom of the scale,

It would appear that * we are actually building
up a society with one-fifth of the population as a sub-
merged class living more and more apart as the une
related at all with the others. ™

The author’s remarks on tariffs are worth notice :.

A tariff on imports is primarily a measure for limiting.
competition in the home market. As monopoly has gained
over free competition in the U, B, the tariff has helped to-
bolster monopoly prices in the home market and American
products have been sold at lower pricesm in the world
market.

These monopolies, when they cut across national boune
daries, cannot eliminatg conflicts and ar unstable economio

L
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political balancing is the inevitable reault, Instead of
opening the way to an organized oapitalism with peaceful
-orderly planning of production and markets, the most ex-
tensive monopolies really sharper conflicts which are in-
"herent in capitalist sooiety. ( p. 254.)

In the concluding sections the author tries fo
show that President Rocsevelt’'s N.R.A. did not help
the working classes sufficiently and that the fight
against monopoly must be organised both from with-
in and without. He says on p. 305:

The final struggle for the overthrowing of the financial
rulers and the oapitalistic system which has created them
cannot be carried through until capitalist power is also
weakened from within. It is equally true that their
.power will not collapse from economic deoay apart from
strong political aotion against them. A revolution is

- impessible without a revolutlonary situation. This in-
volves three factors:

1. it should become impossible for the ruling classes to
maintain power unchanged,

2. the wanis and sufferings of the oppressed oclasses
must become exceptionally acute.

3. the masses must no longer be willing to be robbed
without protest,

“ Present trends” says the writer  foreshadow
a revolutionary crisis at some future date.” When
tha§ day comes the outcome will be decisive for the
future of world history.

While the reviewer is unable to agree with the
writer in her Marxian ideology yet there is no denying
the fact that she has done good service in frying to
educate the people in the facts of economie life and
endeavour. The appendices at the end of the volume
are a useful addition. Students of contemporary
movements both in the ecomomic and the political
world would find much of interest in the book under
review, though how the authoress hopes to bring about
the millennium is not quite clear,

S. V., AYYAR.

COTTON PRODUCTION AND PLANNING.

COTTON AND THE AAA. By HENRY 1.
RICHARDS. (The Brookings Institution, Washing-
ton.) 1936. 21cm. 389p. $2-50.

THIS is the last of the series of six volumes published
by the Brookings Institution, Washington, U.8.A. -ag
a result of their study of the operation of AAA. for
aperiod of two years. The object was mainly to
obgerve and describe objectively the Agricultural Ad-
justment Act in operation without any effort to weigh
the merit of the plan. Accordingly, the study is a
non-critical description of the experiment of produc-

tion control as conceived and carried out by the

Agricultural Adjustment Act,

The author opens the book with the legislative
foundations and describes the developments of cotton
programmes pointing out at length the powers con-
ferred on the Secretary. He has drawn attention to
divergent opinions of the people in comnection with
such powers and control. Summarising the cotton
situation as it existed in the spring of 1933 in
respect of production, demand, carry-over, income

and price, he embarks on detailing the cotton pro-
gramine, the organisational set up designed for if, the -
promotional activities, the contract aigning up and
checking compliance,

In the chapter on the * Bankhead Act and Opara-
tiong ", the author explaing as to how the then exist-
ing volunta.ry devices of control proved inadequate
and how recourse had to be taken to compulsory ones,
It is interesting indeed to note that eompulsion and
Government intervention are sometimes necessary for
the general good of the community. In subsequent
chapters on “ Government Cotton and Cotton Loans
and Financing the Programme ”, the latter point is
stressed and visualised by facts and figures. In so
doing the author explains the development of com-
modity marketing movement which began in 1922,
drawing attention particularly to the principle of
equalisation of market supplies by holding operations
by producers financed by Government through co-
operative organisation. * Orderly Marketing ™ was
the chief force behind the Intermediate Credit Act of
1923 and the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1929. It
was this latter Act that was designed to promote
national co-operative organisations. Ultimafely he
surveys 8-10-12 cent cotton loans and expenses in-
curred which amounted to 386-4 million dollars with
a deficit of 53 million dollars. The main item of
receipt was the processing tax which iz fixed by a
certain formulae being the difference between average
farm price and fair exchange value of “ parity " price
of cotton.

The effort of the author to point out tendencies
and to arrive at certain conclusions in chapters
headed “ The Landlord-Tenant Problem ”, * Effect
on Foreign Market”, “Effect on Income”, “Potential
Gains and Losses ” and “ Feasibility of Continued
Control” have made them very interesting and
instructive. Besides they provide one with “ methods "
of arriving at effecte of the programme. The
author’s opinion that the tenant-farmer was protected
is questionable because cropper farmer does not receive
full justice in any programme, The other debatable
point is the effect of the control programme on cotton
prices. The author has not evaluated the effect of
monetary policy though he agrees that a considerable
part of the rise in prices may be due to devaluation of
the dollar. Besides he seems to be of the opinion that
the “ goal of re-establishment of ‘ parity prices’ by the
AAA is not a very satisfactory guide for the
operation of control.” He has based his viewpoint
in relation to both long and short views of the
situation.

The author is very plain. "He states that “the
cotton programme hag been modified in important
respects by political influence exerted in the interest
of particular group” and that the “ Goyernment
Joan policy was a serious mistake. " He appears to
be pessimistic about. the future usefulness of the
control devices, He feels that American farmers will
loss on account of expansion in foreign production and
decreaged foreign consumption of American cotton.
Ultimately he emphatically. puts down that “ the
A.A.A. has not been able to solve the basie problems
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{nvolved in Government control over the production
of eotton determining where cotton should be grown
and how much should be produced. ™

The volume should undoubtedly prove of very
great use to agricultural economists, bo those who
are concerned with cotton production and its plan-
ning and who trade in it.

M. B. GHATGE.

INDIAN FINANCE.

INDIAN FINANCE YEAR BOOK, 1936. Ed. By
P. R. SRINIVAS, ( Editor, 20, British Indian
Street, Calcutta.) 1936. 26cm, 428p. Rs. 5.

THIS year-book as usual portrays the economic life
of India in its manifold aspects and thus forms an
excellent resume of the happsnings of the financial
world, using the epithet ‘financial’ in a wide gense.

It begins with an account of the Indian economy.

during 1935-36 ; what it reveals is full of hope, be-
cause the world as a whole is leaving depression
behind much faster than many of us imagined, the
outturn of agricultural crops is steady, industries are
improving and there are indicafions of an improve-
ment in general well-being,.

The salient fact about exchanges has been the
shaky position of the Gold Standard, Mr. Paul
Einzig prophesied that the frane would join the
sterling group; that has been amply fulfilled and
France this year has abandoned the Gold Standard.
Very likely sterling would be made to depreciate in
terms of gold, and there might be a short period of
curroncy chaos. Very valuable information is
confained in the article on “ London Capital issue
" Market.” From this we learn that British industries
have nearly £322 millions, placed at their disposal
during the last year. London still holds the place of
pride as the place where loans could be raised with
the greatest ease. The provincial finaness are as bad
as ever except for the fact that in some provinees the
deficits have been replaced by a slight surplus. A
good resumé has been given of the atlempts of the
various provinces to fackle the problem of agricul-
tural indebtedness. 1935-36 has been a good year
in currency and monetary affairs. India has been
free from the turmoils of Europe due to the Belgian
crisis. There has been cheap money and the first
vear of the operations of the Regerve Bank has been
a complete success.

The year’s exports have exceeded those of 1932
but the Editors think that it wlll be nearly a decade
before our exports rise to the lavel of 1928-29. Jute
and rice exports show an increase but tes shows a
decline. Britain is still our best buyer, buying nearly
Rs. 50 crores worth of goods, the next best being
Japan taking Rs. 2% crores worth of goods. Of the
total imports, 40 p. ¢. are from the United Kingdom,
only 16 p. c. falling to the share of Japan.

The agricultural section is as usual full of de-
tailed analysis .of the several crops. We have no
space to quote important figures but the following

are to be noted. The total acreage under jute is nearly
2 million ; India produces nearly # of the cotton in
the world ; of the world-production, India's share of
cane sugar is nearly 24 p.c.; Out of the 900 million
pounds of tea exported in the world 380 million
pounds fall to our share,

No new work of any importance has been done
by the Tariff Board except with regard to some varie-
ties of paper and envelopes which will receive a slight
protection, The Industrial Section covers the field of
the main industries. The coal industry is badly hit
by the depression and the competition of South
African coal. The jute industry shows a large reduc-
tion of profits, the dividends being reduced by 10 p.c.
and in some cases even by 18p. c; the low level of
prices also causes serious concern, The cotton {extile
industry also reporte a reduction of profits except in
South India. The tea industry has fared better,
some companies having given a dividend of 50 p.c,
and 60 p. ¢. Inspite of doing away with the protec-
tion afforded so far to the steel industry, the Tata
Company has shown good progress by reducing costs.
It is to be noted that the demand for steel products is
increasing in India since in spite of Indian pro-
duction, imports have rigen to the figure of 714 lakhs
of tons. In sugar production India has made rapid
progress, producing nearly # of the total sugar in
the world. The average dividend given by sugar
companies works at 17 p.e¢. which is not a bad
business. . o

Mosgt of the features of the Railway Budget con-
tinue to be the same: the deficit is there, there has
been no contribution to general revenues ; nothing is
paid info the Reserve Fund, and there is an increase
in working expenses. The question of State versus
company management has been ably dealt with; thé
tesult i a decided verdict in favour of the latter so
far as economic management ig concerned.

A roview of the balance sheets of the important
banks is a ugeful feature of this Annual and gives all
the information a student is likely to ask for. The
percentage of cash to depogits in the case of the Im-
perial Bank is 24-8 i.e. less than 25 p. ¢. which is the
orthodox $ill money regarded as safe for banks. This
requires some explanation. The Insurance Section ig
as usual a mine of information, giving etatistics of
all sorts. India is still behind other countries with
regard to insurance. The per capita Insurance in
India is only Rs. 534 as against Re, 2300 in United
States. The table of the annual birth-rate per mile
ie very instructive. It shows that India had the
largest birth-rate in the world being double that of
France and England. The only country coming up
to its level is Japan. Unfortunately, however, the
death-rate in India is also the highest, even Japan
having a lower death-rate, the two figures being 24-8
and 19 per mile, On the whole we have found the
Annual to be a very handy encyclopzdia on Trade,
Ourre_ncy and Finance,

V. N. GODBOLE,
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INDICTMENT OF NAZI GERMANY.

! WAS HITLER'S PRISONER. By STEFAN
LORANT, TRS. from the German by JAMES
CLEUGH. (Gollancz)1936. 2lem. 318p. 5/-

‘' THE YELLOW SPOT . THE EXTERMINATION
OF JEWS IN GERMANY. (Gollancz.) 1936.
22cm. 287p. 5/-

THE main sign of progress in the world in the past
generation was a growth of respect for the reasonable
rights of the individual, but of the attitude of the
German state towards the individual fo-day it is need-
less to say that all that is vocal in the nation has
been herrorised into silence. With all Bocialist
papers extinguished and the rest of the Press rigorous-
Iy censored and the Government in command of the
radio, the individual is not free so much as to think
except as the Government dictates. He cannot form
political judgements if he would, for the data are
denied him, A ferrible indictment of Nazi Germany’s
attitude towards the righte of the individual is given
in “1I was Hitler's Prisoner”. Stefan Lorani,
formerly editor of a non-political illustrated
paper, Munchner Illusirierte Presse, was placed in
one of Hitler's numerous prisons as he was regarded
as a suspect by some of Hitler's agents. He spent
634 months in prison during which he was able to
smuggle bits of paper in which he had noted his ex-
periences of prison life, His wife too was imprisoned,
but only for 614 weeks. In the book under review the
author gives his experienes of prison life and as such
it is an interesting testimony of Nazi Germany’s
brutal methods by one of its victims. The book: since
ita first publlca.tlon in April 1935 has run info four
editions.

Another side--and that equally sordid-of Hitler’s
Germany is deseribed in ‘ The Yellow Spot’. Perse-
cution of the Jews is one of the planks on the Nazi
platform and what the Nazis have done to extermi-
nate the Jews is described at great length in this
docpmented and therefore authoritative publication.
The book shows clearly that the brand of nationalism
now rampant in Germany is a mere gospel of hate.
The perverted mentality of the average Nazi seems
to maks it impossible for him to conceive of such
a thing as love of his country which is not fortified
and stimulated by a hatred of the Jews. The Bishop
of Durham who writes an exceilent introduction to
this book appeals to the civiliged world f.o protest
againgt this hysterical nationalism.

The books under review are indigpensabls to those
wbo wish to obtain reliable information about certain
aspects of Nazi domestic policy.

M. V., SUBRAHMANYAM,

TIMUR, THE GREAT AMIR.

TAMERLANE OR TIMUR THE GREAT.ANHFI.
Tre. by J. H, SANDERS from the Arabic Life by

AHMED IBN ARABSHAH. (Luzac,) 1936. 22cm.’

341p. 12/6.
AHMED IBN ARABSHAR'S Arabic work is one of the
«chief authorities for the career of Tamerlane or

Timur and the period from his death to the accession
of his youngest son Shah Rukh, written soon after
the events .described, Its English transiation is a
welcome addition to the sources of history of the
Middle East in mediaeval ages.

Tamerlane who lived from 1336 to 1405 generally
does not attract much attention of a student of his-
tory. He was nothing more than a scourge to hu-
manity and he had no greatness except his military
genius, He was once a terror in the Middle East
ranging from the Levant in the west to the bordera of
China in the east and from parts of Siberia in the north
to the plains of Northern India in the south. He is
one of the world’s greatest conquerors like his pre-
decessor Jenghizkhan. I would not like to class him
with Alexander and Napoleon, as Mr. Sanders hag
done in the introduction, for the latter two combined
constructive ability with military genius.

The book is written in a style that enables the
reader to visualise the career of the great conqueror
before him. From the birth of Tamerlane to the
accession of his son, the successive scenes
pass before the reader in a panoramic manner.
One hundred and fifty-four small chapters into
which the book is divided read like a novel. In
chapter 96 of Vol. IT are described the gifts of
Tamerlane’s temper :

Timur did not love jest and falsshood; wit and sport

pleased him not; trutk though troublesome to him pleased

him ; he was not sad in adversity or joyful in prosperity.

... He did not aillow in his company any obscene talk.
(p. 295.)

Further, on page 299, he is described as possessing
“ rare temper and depth so deep that in the sea of his,
plans the bottom could not be touched, nos could one
reach the high peak of his government by a
smooth or rough path.” The book iz so full of wise
generalisations and remarks of human interest that
not a few of them will linger in the mind of the
reader long after the details are forgotten. Describ-
ing fhe rise of Timur from an humble origin, he
remarks: “ Truly the reed which you see rising high
grows and swells joint by joint” (p.2). Explain-
ing the rise of a despot, the writer says: “The apex
of a height will not be gafe from injury unless its
sides are drenched in blood.” The following anti-
thesis is beautiful. *“ But Timur revolted and fell
safely to the abyas of rebellion, nay, in this way

' climbed higher” (p. 5). On page7? Timur’s army

is thus compared o the flooded river: *“And Timur
and his company reached the Qxus which then, like
them, was swelling beyond its bounds "',

Buch passages abound. The description of women
in the army of Timur and that of the incident of
how one of them gave birth to a child on the way and
the nexft moment rode the horse and joined the army,
is vivid and women of today would certainly envy
their hardihood if not their hardships. There is no
doubt that this literary. biography would make
Tamerlane more widely known and betfer under:
stood, so tempting is the charm of the style in
which the book has been written.

R. V. OTURKAR,
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PUNJAB AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS.

FARM ACCOUNTS IN THE PUNJAB, 1933-

1934. By SARDAR KARTAR SINGH aqd SARDAR
ARJAN SINGH, (Board of Economic Inquiry,
Punjab, Lahore.) 1936. 24cm. 287p. Re, 1-8-0.

THIB is the tenth volume of the series containing all
the useful statistics which help a clear understanding
of agricultural economics of the province. The in-
troduction gives in a nut-shell the results of the
different chapters. The first section contains twelve
parts which give the income, expenditure and the net
income of different farms in different districts, Canal
irrigated, well-irrigated and rain-fed cultivations are
separately treated and their results compared. . The
ghares of the landlords, the tenant and the labourer
are geparately worked out. Economics of the Persian
wheel, the electric pump and the bore-well irrigation
are given and compared, Even now bullock power
for drawing water is cheaper than the other contri-
vances. For the first time the income and expendi-
ture of the irrigated and unirrigated portions of the
game farm are given separately.

The prices of agricultural commodities this
yearhave gone down lower than last year. This
has considerably lowered the net income of the
landiords and the tenants. Though the number of
farmg which sustained loss i not as great as in
1930-31 there are two farms which have sustained &
losg in this year of study. In the case of some farms
the share of the tenanfs is considerably lower than
that of the landlords; and in some the landlords have
gone out with their shares while the tenants have
sustained loss for all their labour and capital. The
labour charts for the individual farms reveal the fact
that the tenants do not even get the wages of the
casual labourers, The tenants are not mere labourers
for they invest capifal and take risks and carry with
them all the worries of farming. However accurate the
labour chart, it might have omitted to calculate the
many details which eat away the time of the tenants.
The fact that human labour is cheaper and that it is
rewarded less than bullock labour is being again clearly
revealed by the figures for the mainfenace of cattle.
If oniy the tenant gets what he spends on his cattle he
should be much better than what he is. Details of the
cost of management of the Government Risalwala farm

are given._ The cost of management in the case of
some holdings is more than what the tenant gets net
for himself. It should be really surprising to know
that the work of management is ag hard as the work
of actual ecultivation, for the cost of management
comes 0 Ra. 4,582 while the net income of the tenants
is only Rs. 7481. This is a useful statistical study
for any student of agrieultural economios.
N. S. 8.

SHORT NOTICE.

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION. By N. G. APTE.
( Rajaguru & Co's Press, Poona, 2. ) 1936. 21cm.
91p. Re. 1-8-0.

THIS is a collection of various papers written on
many occasions, The first essay on the Rural Problem

sets forth the problem analytically. Mr. Apte has
correctly spotted the trouble to be an economic
one. The growing poverty of the villagers, illiteracy
and ignorance are the root causes and out of these
have sprung up the other ills of rural areas. He
strikes the right note of caution when he asks th
rural reconstruction workers te reach the villagers no
with a patronising attitude, but to understand them
correctly, The second paper is an attempt at an
economic survey of a village. Inhis third paper on
Placning he stresses the need for comprehensive
planning and condemns the introduction of innova-
tions which simply aggravate the existing unemploy-
ment and poverty. He is for introducing Bhajans,
magic lanterns and other attractive devices for spread-
ing adult education. In his paper on H. E. The
Bgmbay Governor’s note on Rural Reconstruction he
tries to point out the defects of organisations under
official auspices and rightly condemns the attitude of
some retired Government servants and others who only
Beek advertisement for themselves. Mr. Apte rightly
points out that the village panchayat should be the
only organigation of the village which should guide
all its activities, As regards funds he hopes the
panchayat will be able to finance itseif out of the
profits of co-operative marketing. He bewails the
gradual disappearance of the many handicrafis in
Maharashtra and the forced unemployment created
by the introduction of flour niills, oil presses and
motor buses. His paper on the Xconomies of
Bullocks is a correct appreciation of the agricultural
problem, His experiences with the production of
fr;it juices are really helpful for those with gimilar
schemes,

The author has rightly understood the rural pro-
blem, but he is not equally bold in suggesting reme-
dies, The ineffective primary education scheme has
almost inflamed him against literacy and makes him
lose gight of its great potency for human advance-
ment. He hopes to set right the rural ills with a few
initial grants and with a tenth share of the land
revenue collected in the villages. Probably he has
not compared the land revenue and local taxation
systems of our country with those of other countries,
The book is worth perusal and close study by all those
interested in the Rural Problem.

N. 8 &

BCOKS RECEIVED

ECONOMICS AND TECHNOLOGY. By FERDYNAND ZWEIQ
(King.) 1936. 22om. 252p, 10/~

AUSTRIAN THEORIES OF CAPITAL, INTEREST, AND
THE TRADE-CYCLE. By FRANZ WIEN-CHAUDL
( Stanley Nott, ) 1938. 22om. 176p. 6/~

EARLY LAND REVENUE SYSTEM IN BENGAL AND
BIHAR, Vol, I—1765-1772. By D. N, BANERJEE,
( Longmans, Bombay. ) 1936, 22cm, 228p. Ra. 5.

LEAVES FROM THE JUNGLE. By VERRIER ELWIN.
( Murray.) 1936, 22cm. 243p. 9/-.

YES AND ALBERT THOMAS. By E. J. PHELAN.
Cressett Press,} 1936, 22om, 270p. 10/6.

MEXICO: A REVOLUTION BY EDUCATION. By GEORGE
1. 8aNOHEZ. ( The Viking Press, New York. ) 1936. 22cm.
211p. $275. « ‘

MEXICO TODAY. By IrvING SFEED WALLACE. ( Mesdor
Publishing Co., Boston, ) 1936. 22cm, 364p. $2°00.

CONCERNING PROGRESSIVE REVELATION. By VIviAx
PHELIPS. ( Watts,) 1936, 20cm. 118p, 1/-.
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