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lndianisntion or vaaraj ?

+ 1IN his autobiography Pandit-Jawaharial Nehru
has, it would appear, described the objective of the
Liberal Party’s policy to be merely a replacement of
the Britighers in control by Indians, and that of the
Congress to be a radical reconstruetion of gociety.
Mr. Brailsford, in his review of the book, states
the difference between the two partles, as \newed by
the Pandit, as follows :

. What they (the Liberals) envisage &s the desirable

fnture of India is a oontinuance of the prefent msovial |

structure with a change of colout. It will be an India of
princes. and capitalists, landlords and I C. 8, policemen
and governors, but gradually what is white to-day shall be
brown to-morrow. Theirs is a colour grievance, which forr
bis part he does not sbare..,. What he.demands is, of
courss, a fundamental change in the whole social structure,
that will release the latent capacities of this ill-organised
population for productive work and raise the masases

from their sub-human poverty. ... His objectiveis there- |

fore mo mere colour-washing of the present Indian fabrio,
_but a shift of power which will be accomplished on.ly when
the lant British troops are withdrawn,

* » . »
*  WHAT a travesty this is of the Liberal Party's
attitude will be best shown by repreducing ‘what we our-
solves wrofe in the SERVANT OF INDIA of 25th August

last year in commenting upon. Mr, Jayakar's advice, |

anwe. wnderstood. it, “of never attacking . privilege
and never attempting a shift of power from the higher
tothe lower- clames.” The extract: we give below

; 'ﬂses almost the aame words that Mr. Brallsford uses

and thus gives a categorical denisl .£o Pandit
Jawaharlal’s statements : .

Even if it were posaible to work t.ha oonswhmon without
caming up against the safeguards it would not be desirable.
However inflexible our determination may bs o trevel in

_the well worn .ruts, we shall soon bs . jolted out of them.
But what is the good to the gountry of our keeping to these
ruts? We do not want self-government maraly’ for
emotional satisfaction, in.order that we may enjoy the
feeling that Indians now rule in the place of the Britishers.
In fact even suoch & feeling would be illegitimate, fobr
behind the facade of Indian self-rule that we may succeed

o ia puttmg up there will always be British consrol, :
But & mere change of masters, even if it were real, woul;t
satisfy notiody. We want: elf-government only as a meana gf"
entroducing fundamental changes in sociely, as a means of
abolishing privilege, as a meana of transferring power from
the ruling class, whether whits or brown, to the. broad
masses of people, asa means of establishing a democratic

" and equalitarian regime,  If our self-government is such. as
to foreclose all these momentous issues, a8 .on. Mp.
Jayakar's hypothesis it does, we have no use for it,, “Wedo
not want our future legislators to maka it the one ambition
of their lives to keep steadily to the right leat, if they
allowed themselves to stray into the sheep-fold of the
leftists, they might give an excuse to the Governor or the
Governor-General to invoke his reserve powers. - On the
contrary we want them to sponsor drastic measurss for the
creation of a new social order and echallenge all the vested
interests and the Governor and the Governor-General to-

_gether to do their worst,

. To make the constitution succesaful is nos cur objectiva.
Our objective is and muat be to revamp our social and econo-
mic structure, dnd if even in taking one forward step in this
long and weary process we coms into collision with the
holders of power and privilege, as we are afraid wiilt be the
case, for such collision we must be prepared, whatever .the
reaction of it may be on the constitution, We are d¢f course
under no delusion that any bat very small and tentative
items of a programme such as we have inmind oan even be
attempted for 4 long time, for the vested interests: can halt
any radical programme without ceremony, But the tendency .
and direcsion of the programme shonld be stated olearly
at this formative stage, In any case we do Hot: wand
those who weuld gointo #he legislatures o be the errand
boys of our Princes, communalists, wetvices and the
Governors and the Governor-General. On the contrary
we want front-fighters, whose character opposition will
only harden to iron, \ :

* * : *

THE fact of the matter ia that the. bulle of ortho-

 dox Congresswmen led by Mahatma Gandhi understand

gelf-government In the narrow sense of & mere change
of masters, which we have consistently repudiated. A
most conclusive proof of this mentality of the older
Congress leaders is afforded by their attitude towards
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the problem of the Stales, The States’ representatiyes
34 1ho fodera] lagtilatiu Will sho- tho Pifaoes!; noms
nées’s and being nominess of , autoorats, they, should
Téve beeft Objected to’stronigly ;. but the Erinces .wear
4an'Indian skin, 4nd Maliatma Gandhi eould not bring

Thimself to object to them, The federation under this |}
scheme, to the extent to which it will yield real power, |

will only substitute a brown autocracy. for a.- white
‘bureancracy, but. what. Gandhiji. and  his. followers
desire is just. & brown government—whether it - be
autocratic or plutooratic, Let the Britishers be elimi-
nated (of course, they will not be under .the .scheme;
they will on the contrary consolidate their strength),
and the Congress leaders will think that their heart’s
degire is satisfied. This aspect of the question has
been well brought out by Mr. Edward Thompson in
his review of Pandit Jawaharlal’s autobiography.
After pointing out how unjust the Pandit is to the
Liberals, he goes on to say : :

And to Srinivasa Sastri in particular he ( the Pandit) is

- consistently and grosaly unjust, I would ask him one question,

"' an & matter dear to him, How many Congressmen have

" shown Sastri's concern for the Indian Princes’ subjects?

Some kinds of courage are cheaper than others, in India as

elsewhers ; and Sastri's- courage has not been of the cheap
kind, . P P

& * *

Civil List. :

- THE House of Commons pasged the Civil List Bill
as presented to it on 12th May. It embodies the pro-
visions recommended by the Salect Committee without
any alteration. - The Labour Party moved for an
amendment for - the nationalisation of the Duchies of
Lancaster and Cornwall, supposed to be the private
estates of the King and the Prince of Wales respect-
ively, but the amendment did not propose any reduc-
#ion of the amount to be made available to the Royal
Hodusehold. For the amiendment ran: * Whilst desir-
ous of making adequate provision for the maintenance
of the Royal Household and the dignity of the Crown,
and whilst being' willing to provide additional grants
in:lieu of the revenues of the Duchies of Lancaster
and Cornwall,” &c. &c. The amendment was rejected,
and we are not concerned here with its merits.

* * *

" ANOTHER amendment was proposed for increasing
the grant of new pensions “to persons who, by the
performance of duties to the public, or by their useful
discoveries in science and atfainments in literature,
the arts, or learning, have merited the graocious con-
sideration of the Sovereign and the gratitude of their
country ” from £1,200, provided for in the Civil List,
40 £4,000 a year. The total amount disbursed in pen-
sions of this character every year at present is about
£20,000, and if the fizure of new pensions were in-
«<reagsd as the amendment proposed, the total amount
would also have proportionately risen. But this
amendment also, though it found considerable support
in_a!l quarters, was rejocted, and the Government's
©riginal proposals were adopted without any change,
‘The ‘point for us to note is that Parliament has
complete control over the Civil List; only it is exer-
«ised once in the reign of a Monarch.

* L ] *

The Nizam'g Wealth,

. IF in westorn countries the paople’s deputies exer-
cige contrgl over the monies allotted to the King, what
happens in eastern countries? Referring to the late
king Fuad of Egypt, the. Reynolds News writes :

Nobody will ever know how much money Fuad left, But

in apite of heavy losses in the depression, he must have
boo_n enormously rich,

.o Frobably the riohest king,in the world-—unless you reckon

.. among kiogs e Nizam of Hyderabad, whois far and away

the richest man in the world, bar none. PV

Fuad made most of the chances kingship gives to a man

who loves “ making money.” As soon as hs got his throne

he gave himself a civil list bigger: fhan . tha . King:n{

. England's; and he hardly needed to spend any of it, for all

¥ " his expenses werd piid; often paid several timas over by

“' different minfstries to whith * the Palace  would aend in

acoounts, S - o )

Loand speculation, with all the dice carefully weighted

in the royal favour, was another favourite gamea. Profits
went to the King, losses to the State.

. And there wera other ingenious methods, Qne day, for
example, a cow from one of the King's herds strayed on to
the railway line and was killed.

Promptly a bill went to the Ministry of Communications,
demanding compensation for the destrustion of the whole
prize herd ; aiid, of coubie, it had to be paid without ques-
tion. '

L
* . * . *

Repreésion in,'l,'. State.‘_ L .o

IF a body be started for the purpose of giving
publicity to the suppression of civil liberties, Indian
States may be trusted to provide sufficient work for
such an organisation. , )

Jamkhandi is one of the biggish States in Maha-
rashira and it is one of the progressive States as pro-
gressive States go in India. It has a Legislative
Counoil of a very rudimentary character, which con-
gists of course of a standing official majority. The
Council recently passed, in despite of non-official
opposition, a resolution sponsored by the State for the
application of income-tax to the people of the State.
His Highness the Rajasaheb gave his assent to this
resolution and sought to justify his action on the
ground that “ publie opinion in favour of income-tax
largely outweighs public opinion against it.”

An opportunity for testing the accuracy of this ez
cathedra statement soon presented itself. For a Taluka
Conference was convened at Xundgol for 1st and 2nd
June for the purpose of expressing public opinion,
among other - things, on the introduction of
incometax under the distinguished president~
ship of Mr, Divakar, a leader of the Congress
party in Karnatak. The State officials, however,
did not appsar to rolish the idea of the Con-
ference. On the contrary they were so much dishear-
tened by the prospect of a real expression of public
opinion on the subject, that they put a ban on the
Conference.

-Information was demandad from tha orzanisers
of the Conference on ssveral points : when was the
organisation formed, what ars its rules, who form the
executive, what are its objsctive and methods, whab
subjects will be discussed and what subjects there is a
possibility of being discussed at the Conferenca, &c.
&e.? The Rajasaheb will consider the advisability
of revising the order of prohibition in'the light of the
information received; but the ban will remain
operative till it is rescinded by Further orders:

Thereupon the Kundgol psople thought of hold-
ing a public meeting for the purpose of considering
the prohibition order. Forthwith _amot.her order was
fssued intimating that this meeting would -be pro-
hibited, as if it was the Kundgol Taluka Conferenca
itself | The State officials did not stop here. They
perhaps feared that the order would be defied and they
kept a force of armed police rea_.dy to meet every
emergency | -And, it is said, the British and Railway.~
police were also called. .in to guard entrances to tha
town!! The President-designate, Mr, Divakar,
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Bducstion in Fijirii 7 b & notr 4787 10
- * IR the ooursé of our comuients on. the. Education
report of Fiji for 1934 published in & recent issue, tho
total educational expenditure was atated to have been
£6,600 in the case of the Europedns, £5,643 in that of
Yijiangrand £2,962 in that of Indians. This was a
mistake, which we regret very much.  The figures
relate only to tuition costs in Governmeént Schools
maintained for the benefit of the respective communi-
fies, The net expenditure from Government coffers
on European education during 1934 was £4,926, on
Fijian education £17,339 and on Indian education

£9,439, Our attention was drawn to the mistake by

Mr. Polak, to whom we are highly thankful.

» » *

Retreuchme'nt in G. 1. P. Railway.

- IN his presidential address to the first annual
Conference of the New G. L. P. Railway Staff Union
held on the 31st ult, Mr. N. M. Joshi subjected to
severe criticism the Government’s retrenchment . mea-

sures designed to cope with the ecomomic depression. |

Retrenching the staff, reducing the salaries and wages
of the employees, increasing the railway rates and
farea~—all this was, in his opinion, “ wrong policy.”
But he did not stop with merely criticizsing the exist-
ing policy but indicated what in his opinion would
have been the right one. This “would have been to
roduce rates and fares not only to maintain fraffic
but to develop and extend it, and thus to avoid the
neoegsity of retrenching down their salaries and
mu .
e * - . *

To illustrate how heavily the burden of this
wrong policy has fallen on railway workers, Mr. Joshi
gave some very telling statistice. The total number
of railway employees in India during 1929-30 was
nearly 84 lakhs. During the last five years, however,
the number had been reduced by 1,12,000 with a con-
sequent reduction in the cost of the staff, amounting
to Rs. 434 crores. Turning to the G. 1 P. Railway,
Mr. Joshi remarked that the number of its employees
which stood at 1,13,000 in 1929-30 had been reduced to
a little over 81,000, the fall in numbers amounting to
more than 31,000. Proportionally speaking, the re-
trenchment axe wrought greater havee on the G. L P,
Railway staff than on that of any other line, the per-
cantage of retrenchment to the total staff in the G.LP.
beipg 14 as compared to only 3 in the B.B,C. I, the
lowest on any line. _

L * +*

IN the foundry shop of the G. I P. Railway
Workshop at Parel the number of workers was 400;
. but of theee 66 temporary men were heartlessly dis-
charged and the system of compulsory leave without
pay by rotation for one month in a year introduced,
Mr. Joshi thinks that it-was quite possible to find addi-
tional work for all employees if only serious efforts
had been made to produce in the workshops all the
railway requirements which were formerly produced
in them instead of ordering them from foreign ccun-

:l'his gerves to reduce unemployment in foreign
eountries, while increasing it in our own.
* »* »

< = BUT the tale of woe does not end here. It is con-
“emplated to retrench 189 more men in the employ of
the.G. L P, Reilwsy. The number is really so small
that the Railway authoritics, if they at all know their

] 1 tiIFWfaijm.i!i,‘Uf; FELTs TY

e : g e [
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ment, on a'waiting list and of giving them 'a ‘chande
of employment whenever there are vacancies. At the
same time the Agents are allowed freadom to recruit;
new men on the excuse that the men on the waiting

list are unsuitable for employment. Mr. Joshi rightly
takes exception to this. If the men on the waiting
list are unsuitable, he insists that steps should be,
taken to make them suitable by providing for the re-
quisite training, The option left to different railway
managements to recruit new men is, a8 he remarks,
open to abuse as it places an undesirable {emptation in
the path of foremen and other employing officers. For
this reason Mr. Joshi presses for an express prohibi-
tion on Railway authorities in regard to fresh recruit-
ment so long as the waiting list is not exkausted. He
also condemns the policy of paying reduced soales of
pay to new entrants as tending to lower efficiency. =

: * +* *

Diagnosis of Zanzibar Riots.

THE report of the Committee which was apgointed
to inquire into the circumstances of the rioting at
Zanzibar in February last has been published  and

‘largely endorses the non-official - diagnosis of "the
‘public disturbances, ~ The breach of peaes took-place

on February 7, the Commiftee being appointed ten
days later with instractions to submit its report- by:

.the 30th of April. The report which is unanimous,
‘was actually signed on April 25, which  bears testi—

mony to the expeditious nature of its work. - The
Committee consisted of five members, three Europoans
and two non-Europeans, one of whom was a native and.
the other a Muslim advocate, upon whom' must have
fallen the brunt of representing non-official opinion
in the deliberations of the Committee. '

% - *

THE terms of reference to the Committee included
an inquiry into the causes, both direct and indirect,
of the riots. Among those of the former variety must
be prominently mentioned the favouritism enjoyed by
big copra producers in the matter of its export.
‘Where the shippers are themselves plantation owners,
their produce would appear to have enjoyed exemp-
tion from official inspection, . This, we suppose, Was
not legally allowed but was probably the resuit of
official connivance. But this fact did nothing to
lessen the feeling of unfairness experienced by the
native of limited means. - Whereas big exporters
enjoyed an almost complete immunity from official
inspection, the produce of the poor native was.
subjected to close scrutiny at the hands of Govern-.
ment inspectors with the result that in some. cases
his produce was rejected as being unfit for export.
This materially added to his economie difficulties,

_ already heavy enough in all conscienoe, The accumu-

lations of such rejected copra are said to have,
amounted to 1,500 bags on the day provious to the.
riot. Bu{ in point of fact it was the report that a.

this rejected copra would be thrown into the sea that
acted as a match in a powder magazine, )

L * . -

THE catalogue of direct causes, however, does not
end here. The corruptior. prevalent among the inspect-
ing staff also helped to fan the flame of native dis-
content., “ It is clear from the evidence before-us,™

says the Committee, * that there were certain emplo-
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¥yoeg amongsi the staff of native examiners of very
doubiful integrity who possessed ne seruples in their
‘ways and mannez of dealing with the poverty-stricken
Manga who arrived with his small consignment of
«copra for examination ; it is apparent that ‘not omly
‘was there bribery and corruption but alsp in many
‘instancee acts of insolence and insulting behaviour
«on the part of the examineis towards the Mangas,
one af the worat offenders being himself of servile
<origin,” Indiang apa ourious as to the action that
mightt be: taken by the Zanzibar Governnrent with
~ avigws not only to punish cemrupt officials but to- put
down the bribery evil so rife in the examining staff,
* [ *

THE Committee partly attributes the ricting to the
failure of the authorities to carry on effective pro-
paganda in such & manner as-to familiarise the parties
concerned with the purposes and penalties of the new
legislation providing for the grading of produce,
‘Whether such propaganda would have preventedthis
particular ebullition of public tsmper cannot. of course.
besaid with certainty.. But the incident has & lesson
forrtha future wlich ought not to be. lost on the
Govefnment. The Committee strongly. emphasises the
need. of vigorons propagsnda. at least in.regard to
all enactments “likely to cause dissatisfaction or
misunderstanding amongst the natives.””

* * *

To.its report: the Committoe appends.a list of
‘thirteen enactmentis, some of. them forming part of the-
hatad clove legislation, whese; enforcement was, in the'
Committee’s view, oneof the. indireet causes of the
rizing. The general economie: situation also st
have acted as a contributory. -cause, But the most surx-
prising cause is still ta cama: It is- the Committee's.
view,that i{ was the weakness shown by Government
in handling, similar situations in the past:that-acted.
a8.an encouragemeni. te the, igmorant native-to this-
rash act,, The disturbances, of. March. 1928; it is:
pointed out, lasted for full five- days- and took a toll
of piz lives and 46.. wounded; but the pelice did not
take.any decisive action intended.to enforce peace.! A:
mutinous cutbreak  amongst prisoners at-the Central:
Jail six months lafer was algo handled with an equally
-woeful lack of firmness. “Apparently,” says the Com-
mittee dealing with  this. incident; “one- hundred pri-
soners-held the prison.autherities-and : polies at:opsn.
defiance.for seventeen hours; and having announeced
their intention: te do-so0, broke out of the prison; with-
out.mesting with: determined opposition.” The Com-
mittes, progeeds: “There is evidence to support the sup-
position that thesa omissions to take some decisive.
action tended, subsequently: to influence.the mind of.
the najive, there being conceived in his: imagination
the belief that _acts of violenes could: with impunity:
be committed in Zanzibar” . . . .

¥ U * . [ 3

THI8 verdict i# doubtless disastrous to the prestige
of - the Government. Butit wonld be a calamity not
less-appalling than the riots themsalves if ths Govern-
moant; as-if to makeup - for its past woaknass; started:
giving-evidenca-of -its- strength in' ssason and out of:
season so- as [to- create - a-.moral . impression.on the
native: Thid id-not  what is expacted of -it. Its first
duty-is to remove all “gréund- for ‘public complaint’
on the-score of the existence on the. statute book of
unjust ‘and-oppressive laws and of their+ high-handed.
enforcement by corrupt -and * dishonest  officials; as in
this case, Firmness' ought te follow, and not to
precede, such,a process. . »

. *. * . *

Extension-of Moratorium"inlanzibar_.‘
'THE, Indian community- in Zanzibar. is greatly,
soncerned.at the poasibility of a further - extansion. .of.

the moraterium in regard to agricnltural debte. As
will be remembered, the moratorium was part of the
obnoxious clove legislation of 1934, when a whole
year's moratorium was declared, It was thea h

that it would be possible during the year to thrash out
some permanent measures for the reliof of agriculbusml
indebtedness. That hope, however, did not come true.
A further extensionm of six months was then sought
end granted by the Legislative Council. But even
this was found inadequate for the purpose in view.
Steps were then taken to make a seoond one for a like
period effective;. This too will soon come to an end
without there being any indication as to- whether the

| loval Government’s scheme has successtully run the

gauntlet of the Colonial Offica, If the Colonial Ssoret-

ary’s approval of the Zanzibaxr Government’s proposals

for the solution of the probiem of agricultural indebt-

edness should not ' lis fortheoming in time, will. the

life of the moratorium. be extended for the third time T
* * *

IT is complained with perfect truth that the two
yvears’ postponement in thepayment of dues by debtosss
has immeasurably added to the financial diffioulties
of the Indian section of the community who has sunk
nearly Rs. 80 Iakhs in the clove industry. It is point-
ed out that il a further postponement’ is granted, it
will’ tend to aggravate their difficulties to an
extent whicH carnnot be easily .imagined. The
Colonial Offics may have many preoccupations
which await ity attemtion, but surely: two years
is a sufficiently long period for the disposal of a
problem connected with a swall colony like Zanzibar;
‘We hope the Colonial Offica will' put a stop to the
stats of public uncertainty in Zanzibar b’y expediting
its decision cn the Zarzibar Government's scheme for
the relief of agricultural indebtadness,

+* * *

Travancore-Government And Untouchabllity.'

. THE Travancore -Government must be said to
have. planted their fest firmly on the road to the
abolition of untouchability in ths State by thelf
rocent- order throwing opsn publie roads, walls;
chhatrams, ete. t0 persons belonging to the depressed’
classss without any. rastrictions. This is- a' step
which will earn for them the hearty congratulations of*
all those having.the cause of social reform at heart. It
may be- that the order is not sufficiently comprehen-
give, as It fails to bring within its purvisw every’
road, well, ete., in the State, If thers ars any private’
roads, watering placas, ete, Iin Travancore from
which the untouchables still continue to be kept ouf,
the public dissatisfaction must bs directed against’
their owners and not' against ths Travancore Grovern-
ment- who saam to hava gona as far as they could
in the present-state of public opinion. But'as Indian
Ezxpress points out, the issue of the order is mnot®
everything. It do2s nothing mora than enunciate an
unexeeptionable prineiple whoss early implementa-
tion must besleeplessly. watched by Harijans and their-
frisnds. Qtherwisa the ordir is likely to ba a dead-
lstter; thanks o the consarvatism of officars upon whom
lies the responsibility for its execution. The paper
exprasses the hops,  which, we doubt: not, will be
widely sharad, that'the Travancora Government will
take the final plange and opan all tha temples of the-
State to all the Hindus. Proceeds ths papar : 7

We are under no illusion that even such action will end
untouchsbility.” A whole generatioz hag to betaughtto
- live without observing untouchability before the Harijans
will be able to move and breathe freely in the scciety of
caste Hindus. A regular quota of Harijan pupils in all
hostels and insistence on & comion mess - wil greatly
contribate to- the- eliminstion ' of . mbtonseions and - ine
stinetive prejudioes born of long practies and tradition, -
* - . * E 3
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‘matter of the initial and final distribution of the in-

yér Award would be accepted in. its ‘entirety by

.~ the Home Governmant, whatever the Oliver Twists
dmong the Indian Provinces might have to say" about
It In Fact, the Secretary of State in the Draft Order-
fo.Council has done nothing but to dot the i's and
¢éross the t’s of the Report of Sir Otto Niemeyer. Por:
hapa, fiothing better could have been expectad under
the circumstances, Sir Otto, in the words of -the
Secretar'y of State, had Brought an“ independent judg-
"ment” to bear upon the problem of financial
relations and after such * expeft treatment, by
the very hature of the ’case, the ' Home
Uovernment was not to be hustled into eleventh-hour
alterations suggested in an er-tempore fashion. The
Draft Order, therefore, has followed the line of the
Yoast resfstance, The whole procedure has been typical
"of the spirit fn which the new Constitution has been
ponteived and enacted, “ Quasgi-arbitral” is the
Socretary of State's description of the mew ¥Financial
Scheme proposed : “ arbitrary ', I think, would be a
mote correct appellative not only of this Scheme but
of the entire body of the Reforms. The choice of Sir
Otto Niemeyer for the financial readjustments was,
perhaps, a good ome, but the hurry in which ke has
accomplished hiz appomted task leaves room for sus-
picion that he could not give his best attention to the
frntimerable facsts of the financial question and that
he ¢ould, thereforz, be handled by the Finance Depart-
ment of the Government of India with great ease and
1ittle resistance. An impartial inquiry would have
most definitely revealed that it was necessary to put
afi énd to the finaneial hegemony of the Government

of India and to release adequate resources for the ali-
mentation of provineial revenues.

Sir Otto must, indeed, be excused for such wrongs
as he might have supposedly done- as a result of the
limitations imposed on him by the’ rigid Sections of
the Government of India Act, 1935, and it i3 within
the meaning of the powers of recommendation which
he could exercise that one must fudge his performance,
Yet, one cannot help feeling that Bir Otto has dons
grave injustice to the Provinces, as a whole, in the

IT was almost a foregone conc]uglon that. the Nieme:

eome-tax teceipts. He hag observed the following
order of precedence: stability of Central finances
naturally comes first ; the needs of what may be called
the “ pubvention ™ Provinces come next ; and last coma
the transfers under the scheme of income-tax redistri-
bution. Accordingly, Sir Otto has not a word to say
about the need fo the Centrp, aithough he,
48 well as the others, has paid 1ip homage to the cause

of Provincial autonomy and has piously hoped for its !

eatly initiation and success. He has not a word to eay

about the enormous waste of public funds through the .
military badget, Which, besides being unnecessarily

topheavy rela.twely to the efﬁclency and adequacy of

the f{ortes, lias 4160  kept a vicicus contact with the
Railway budget, Ioading the latter with an annual

deficit of 2 to 3 croree on account of the * gtrategic |

Jines.” He has not a word to say about the folly and !

!
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cost of seven orores or more, of about the further, irve:
levance of charging this huge sum to revenus, in pur-
suit of outworn financial ideals of orthodoxy and thus
bloeking the prospects of an tarly rendission of the
distributable quota of the income-tax peceipts. 'What
is worss, he has not prevented the Central Governtent
from appropriating to itself a large slioe of the finan-
¢ia] cake for reasons which are boand t6 b& of enly
temporary significance and thus ereating serious in-
equalities between the Provinees and Federating
States snfer se. In fixing 50% as the ultimate Pro-
vincial share of the income-fax reeeipts, I believe, Bir
Otto has too readily yielded to the unreasoning olaims
of the Pringes, who have been all along anxious to
saddle the Provintes with as large a share of the Feds-
7al burden as possible, and thus to provide for them-
gelves financial relief at the . Provincss’ expense.
Ostensible excuses have been suggedted for this pro-
esdure, such as that the pre-Federation debt has been
{argely contracted for the benefit of the Provinces ete.,
‘put I do not think an adequate statistical case has been
made out for the view that, as a final proposition, 6 to
7 crores, i. e, 50% of the income-tax, was a proper
measure of that responsibility. However, the Pro-
vinoes (i e., the true demoeracy of India ) have from
the very beginning been the Cinderellas of the show,
and it was only natural that Sir Otto should have

. gocorded to them a treatment which, in any frue

Federation, would no doubt have set -centrifugal
forces into motion ultimately blowing it to pieces and
smithereens. I regard that the Central Governmert,
in their short-sighted anxiety to balance their budgst
in the immediate run, have very unwisely: brought
pressuré upon Sir Otto to propose 50%, as the ultimate
share of the Provinces and thus to deny the latter a

sufficiency of tesourcss almost in an irreveesble
fashion.

The gravest 1nmst1ce has been done to the Pro-
vinces by the 8ee-5aW of the Railway deficits versis
income-tax distribution on which transfers are made
to depend. In gpite of optimism at headquarters, it is
doubtful if the railways will ever be able to present
balanced budgets and to begin making their contribu- i
tion to the general finances within a measuralls,,
period of time. The prostrate condition of agriculturs,
industry and trade, together with the incidental evils
of wide-spread rural indebfedness and unemployment,, i
does not Buggest that there i a prosperity in store for|
the railways in the immediate future. Nor does the|
growing competition of road traffic in recent years.
support the hope that the railways will be a pay]ngi

‘proposition within a measurable period of time.  With §

the c¢haninels of India’s foreign trade eontinually con- .
tracting in ‘company with international trade, and'
with the ruthless advance of the agricuitural and in-!
dustrial slump (which, be it remembered, has not yet
been fesolved, so far as this country is conceried),:

the chances of the railways coming to ou¥ assistance:

are very lean indeed. They hdve prined and “axed™
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‘themselves almost to the skin, 5o thai further retrench-
-ment is out of the question, unless it be at the expense
of much suffering among the railway labourers and
. of gross inefficiency in the service itsslf. The sirate-
gic lines, moreover, have acted as a parasite sucking
the blood of railway finance and even the chances of
profitability of the other lines have been wiped out by
the cussed prodigality of the Army. The proper
course for the Expert was, therefore, to recommend
‘that the strategic railways should be taken cver by
‘the military department or at Ieast that their deficits
should be borne by it. Instead of doing that he has
‘rendered provincial autonomy nugatory by the pro-
‘cedur? of leaving it at the tender mercy of military
finance, once again, in an indirect manner,

Sir Otto has proposed two periods of five years
each in regard to the amount {0 be retained under
Section 138 (2) of the Act from the provincial share
of 507%. In the first of these two periods, the amount
10 be retained will be “ the whole or such amount as,
together with any Central Budget receipts from the
Railways, will bring the Central Government’s share
in the divisible total up to 13 crores, whichever is
Jess,” and it is only in the latter period that the last
preceding retained amount will be progressively
reduced by a sixth of that sum from year to year, so

v that after 10 years, i. e,, in 1947, the Provinces might
get their full 507, There are, however, a number
jof hurdles in the process; for, in the first place, the
railways (in spite of assurances to the comtrary)
lcannot be remunerative at any rate within the first
five years; and, sscondly, the sliding-zcale itself is

subject to the important reservation that, if necessary, .

the Governor-General can exercise his delaying power

-under the second provigo to sub-section (2) of the

\Section. It may be relied upon that the Governor-
General, advised as he will no doubt be by his
military and other experts, and in full commmand
of mpearly 807, of the totai Federal budget, will
continue to avail himself of this facility. Thus, the
Provinces will be left high and dry, so far as the
income-tax distribution is concerned. It may be of
-some interest to ramember, in this connection, that the
Government of India had “ hoped that, in view of the
initial assistance to Provinces recommended by Sir
Otto being far graater than was originally contem-
plated, the proportion of the divisible income-tax

receipts to bs parmanently retained by the Centre
would be fixed at 2/3rds and not 1/2.”
8ir Oifo’s task was mainly two-fold : in the frst

place, he had to examine “the present and pros-
sctive finaneial position of the Provinces and to
determine the exfent to which special assistance
would be needed,” and secondly, he had “to look
further into the futura and to suggest to what extent
and when it may be possible for the Centre to place
additional resources at the disposal of the Provinces
out of the proceeds of Taxes on Income.” But while
provincial autonomy was desirable, “the financial
g stability and cradit of India a8 a whole must remain
the paramount consideration.” 8ir Otto was, there-
fore, quits willing to admit that the Central resources

v were as ¢lastic or inelastic as the provincial—and this
in spite of the fact that land revenue and excise are

both rigidly inexpansive in the Provinces. Them
comes the next proposition, that * expenditure at the
Centre cannot be expected, consistently with *
safety, to decrease much below the point to which it
has now been reduced.” One wishes that Sir Otto had
really spared some time for arriving at the level of
Central expenditure at which economy would be con-
sistent with safety. As it is, the Provincial Govern-
ments have during the last five years or more carried
out rigorous economies in their expenditure, at the
same time raising their taxation in a period of deep
depression and it has been a case of only hand-to-
mouth budgeting. There is no question anywhere of
the modern type of social-service budgeting and yet
the concern of Sir Otto is merely to see that the Pro- v
vinces are started at the time of Autonomy on “an:
even keel.” Provincial Autonomy becomes a meaning-
less shibboleth, if it is not accompanied by an ade-
quate supply of funds for the “nation-building™
services. These have been starved from the very
beginning and three successive instalments of Re-
forms have come and gone leaving them just where
they were. It is not a case, as the Sacretary of State
thinks, of “aspirations having considerably outrun
financial possibilities and expactations having risen
high,” but of the legitimate functions of public finance
being callously ignored by the Government under the
pretext of national safety which was never seriously v
jeopardised, This, indeed, is the pivotal problem Ofi!
Indian finance and sc long as it is not fairly resolved,:
no amount of increased legislative power in the Pro-
vinces will ever be sufficient or effective, for financei
is the very life-blood of sovereignty.

The new Scheme, therafore, will do nothing betier
than provide the bare needs of civil administration in
the Provinces. The “ doles ” are specifically designed
to enable deficit Provinces to meet their deficits, while
it is a forlorn hope that the Federal Government will .
ever in the near future be able to part with any sub-
stantial ghare of the income-tax proceeds. Provineial
Autonomy, in the true sense of the term, therefore,
will be indefinite]ly delayed for want of the where-
withals which will not be forthcoming ; but Provin-
cial Autonomy of a nominal variety can be introduc-
ed even today and the self-assurance, with which Sir
Otto tells us that “ the budgetary prospects of India,
given prudent management of her finances, justify the
view that adequate arrangements can be made, step
by step, t0 meset the financial implications of the new
constitution,”—a conclusion which is naturally echoed
by both Simla and Whitehall,—this self-assurance is
horn of a callous disregard of the realities of the
situation,

On the other hand, it is not apparent that the
Government of India will really be in a position
annually to provide for the five or six crores { consist- ,
ing of 214 croreg for the subventions, and 3 croresl
due to the separation of Burma ), if they parsist in
their present scale of military and other expenditure.‘
Sir James Grigg has, of course, presented us with a
string of surplus budgets for the next two or three
years, but I, for one, do-not-share the optimism of Bir
James Grigg, and believe, further, that his estimates
ara likely to fall short by 1 to 2 crores per annum. Sir

v
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..James Grigg has based his estimates ma.mly on two'

“hopes, the retention of the surcharges on Income Tax
and Super Tax and upon the advent of an early pros-
_perity, The former is quite feasible, o far as it goes:
" the latter is definitely a miscaloulation which is
likely to endanger the whole system of Indian Federal
Finanoe in the near future. The Finance Member

C’-

has gradually begun to realise that, “ unless prosperity

returns at a quicker pace than now seems likely,
both the present Government of India and its Federal
- guecessor will find their freedom of action in the
financial sphere uncomfortably limited. ” At the
_same time, true to his fres4rade dogma ( which, to
- pay the least, is utterly misconceived in the case of
a counfry like India rich in industrial potentialities ),
he is somewhat anxious to “reduce those indirect
-~ taxes which are an undue burden either upon enfer-
prise {sic) or upon the consumer,” but he is not
-quite clear whether such action would increase or
diminigh the revenue from customs duties.
The prosperity assumption will not materialise
“and for the following reasons. Im the first placs, the
world’s economy is becoming more and more nationa-
-1istic and consequently, there is little hope, uniess of
course the impossible happens, that India's foreign
- frade will ever recover its pre-war position. Secondly,
- apart from the public budgets of Governments, rail-
‘ways and local bodies, the private and corporate
budgets, whether in the cities or in the villages, are
-showing deficits everywhere, the root cause of which
has to be sought in the disastrous fall of agricultural

prices since the war. - The -price; index ( wholesale i
which stood at somewhere about 240 in the war years
fell to about 180 in 1925 and 160 in 1927, and. since
then, after the adoption of the sterling link at ls. 6d.
ratio, has steadily fallen and today stands at -the
miserably low level of about 90, It is. unthinkable
that the cost level of the agriculturist and. induatrig+

' list should also have fallen. to these depths, As if

appears to me, the cost level. of the former ciase of
population, consisting as it does very largely of items
such as ap inelastioc land revenue and interest pay-
ments on age-long long-term borrowings, cannot have

" fallen to less than 150, i, e,, having the, base year in

which both prices and costs stood at. the equilibrium,
level of 100. If this is the case, it must be clear that
the insolvency of agriculture (and, of commerce and
industry which depend upon it ), is to a large extent,
to be attributed to the monetary  factor. The reve-
nues of governmental bodies do not arise from Draft
Orders-in-Council ; they depend upon the well-being
of the average citlzen If lossés.. are being consis.
tently incurred by the population at Iarge, it. ig
impossible for governments to balance their budgets
and even if they did balance them by financial jug-
glery, by ruthlessly retrenching (e. g.) the lower strata
of the services, and raising revenues by increased
scales of taxation, such facts would hardly reflect the
true state of affairs in the country. .
: : B. P. ADARKAR,.
{ To be continued. )

THE FUTURE OF THE LEAGUE.

fVHE ignoniminious failure of the League in the
Italo-Ethiopian digpute is undeniable. Viscount
Cranborne, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign
_Affairs, admitted in the House of Commons on 6th
May that Ethiopia had been “eaten up by the
-aggressor,” " that it was “ a most lamentable tragedy
and failure,” that the League wag unable to protect
a weak nation against a strong one, that the League
had “encountered a great disaster™ and that the
‘failare was “a bitter disappointment” for all
nations, He does not admit, however, that the League’s
is an ignonominious failure; he contends, on the
contrary, that, great as the failure is, it iz “an
- honourable failure,” at any rate, for Britain, for,
- according to him, Britain did all that was in her
power to avert the disaster. The Labour and Liberal
parties, however, proved to the hilt that Britain failed
miserably in taking the lead in this matter. - All that
Britain can claim in this disma) affair is that she was
prepared to do all that every other Power did, but at
the critical juncture the Ieadership that might have
been expected of her was not forthcoming. What did
Britain do, for instance, in regard to 0il ? She merely
said that if other countries would put an embargo on

- oil exports, she too would. She did not plead with
-them for such an embargo:; she did not urgently
press it on them as she ought to have done. In faet
she geemed to take comfort in the faet that other
-~countries too were not willing to go to extremities

in applying sanctions and that if in her plea she
went a litile further than she had actually intended to
go she would be safe,

Buf the important question to consider now ls
what is to happen to the League, and on this all that
the Government could say is that it was engaged in
stock-taking, an * exhaustive and relentless” stock-
taking. The League, Vigcount Cranborne warned,
must not be regarded as “ too perfect an instrument, ”
as " a magic incantation,” *“Itis,” hesaid, “a
human instrument worked by human people, and it
will not do everything. ” Of courss, it cannof. But
can it do what it was intended to do—prevent war,
or at least prevent the -aggressor from geiting away
with theraggraession ? If it failed in Ethiopia can it
ba relied upon or even expected tosucceed elzewhere?
Mr. Eden himself raised this question. He asked’:

b “ Can we anticipate that in the future more vigprous
. League action will be possible than in this dispute?

Are the nations likely to be willing fo take, under
the Covenant, graver risks than they have been pre-
pared to take hitherto? Is it possible s0 to organise
League action that it can be preventive rather than
repressive ?” He did not answer these questions in
the affirmative ; no one can. And yet, without being
able to assert that the League will be successful
in future, or even less unsuccessful in future, he
insisted that “the League must goon;"” that “in

a modern world it is absolutely indispensable to the
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organisation of internstional affairs. ” -- Senor Ge
Mudariaga, ‘in his ‘broadcast of 16th" May;  drew’ the
sinie conclusion Trom the same prerides, He argues
it thls wise' @ Tt i true that the League has failed;
but it must be remembered that it is. not a universal
Teague: some of the big Powers are outside ‘it.
Besides the Leagus is not a super-Btate, It can ‘act
only i a voluntary sgreenient is reached between its
Jmembets, at least the most important of them. If so,
how aré we to expect that, in course of time, the
League will become stronger ? 'What ground is there
for the hope that the member States, which are now
guided by self-interest and self-inferest alone, will take
their gtand in future on moral principles? There is
fio rooin here fot¥ evolution, as in the case of the
States. The League, Mr. de Madariaga says, is only
gixteén years old, but can one say that it will
become stronger as it will grow older? The Statés too,
it is true, were in their early stage of development
unablé to put down erime, but they had in them the
itihevent - power, which, when properly organised,
équipped them with the capacity to deal with
Iawlessness. But what is there in the Ieague which
will requite its’ member Btates to substitute moral
rinéiple for sel-interest in their dealings, for
owever lotg a time it may be in existence?
That the sanctions imposed upon any aggressor
country in the present mentality of the’'State are
doomed to futility was p{'oved conclusively by Sir
Austen Chamberlain’s coniribution to the debate of
Hth May. Sir Austen was one of the strongest pro-
ponents of the application of “stringent sanctions
against Italy. He was willing, aa he said, “ to go to
all lengths within the collectivity of the League.”
He was prepared “to go to all lengths with other
Powers, bven to use of ilitary force. ™ The only
vondition he made was that Britain wocld not act
alone. Provided that Britain had the support of othet
Powers, he would like her not only to adopt economiec
sanctions of the utmost severity, but even military

ganctions. In fact, he had asserted that drastic
economic sanctions could not be enforced without
being prepared for war. He could not, therefore,
sipport anything like an oil embargo without being
ready for milifary sanctions. And his opinion is that
if other Powets were willing to go as far as Britain
was, Abyssinia would have been saved without
applying eithet drastic economic sanctions or
military sarctions. He said : "I think if the other
Powers had been prepared to act, if everybody in thig
country had spoken as I spoke then and had given
the Government the assurance that they would
gupport them if they proposed such a policy—and if
other countries had agreed—I think the course of
history would have been very different. I think you
inight haveé prevented the struggle, or, at any rate,
‘brought it to a rapid decision. ” This sounds very

‘promising, ffom the point of view of the League’s

‘fut.\‘iré, but what are the facts 7 Britain will not act
in isolation even if shé is in a position by her unaided
‘strength to stop aggression ; she will employ sanctions
of & stringent hature only if the other nations do;
'and some of the other nations at any rate will al-
ways hang back because it is contrary to their in-

terasts to antagohiee the aégre'sgor. In_thia. paﬂ,icu].;r

caso all blame is placed on France, because, on aceount. -
of her newly-formsd friendship with Italy, she has-

been able to remove her army from her Italian
frontier. France would not thexefore agree even to an:
oil embargo, for, as Sir Austen Chamberiain said, no
one can proposs such a measure who is not preparad
to go to the length of war. France, being unwilliog
to go to war with Italy on any aceount, was alse uns
willing to put on an oil embatgfe. And becauss
France hange back Britain too does. But is it not
plain that in svery important jssue some country
or other will always play the part of France even if
gome country becomes willing to play the part of
Britain. If every nation will look at every inter-
pational dispute from its selfish angle of vision i
there the smallest hope that at any time sanctions can
be enforced against the aggressot and his aggression
gtopped ? None whatever. If collective attion is to-
be.understood in this gense, never will come a time
when collective action of a drastiec character will be
possible. Sir Austen's brave wotds, therefore, do not

amount to very much, Anyone can use such words
without being required to live up to them,

. The inevitable conclusion from Sir Austen
Chamberlain's speech is that the sort of collective
security afforded by the League Covenant is of no-.
valuo unless it is underpinned by a series of regional
pacts of guarantes, but such pacts, even where they
are feasible, partake of the nature of pre-war military
alliances. That the League is not universal is the
least of its defects. Even if it was composed of all
the States in the world, collective security would not

| be strengthened if the League remained on its present

basis. So long as no country is under an obligation to
make that contribution to collective peace which it is
in a position to make, the League can be of no avail,

There are bound always to be some defaulters, and it
will always be possible to assume an attitude of vir-
tuosity for the other countries, shielding themselves
behind the defaulters. All that the League now does
is to provide opportunities for countries like Britain
to talk the language of disinterssted altruism while
pursiing an imperialistic policy. The world will lose
fothing if these opportunities are swept away. In the
absence of the League the weaker countries will at
Teast have a full awareness of the peril which
really threatens them all the {ime, and they will be
caved from a false sense of security. And if the
stronger pations embark on a programme of rearma~
ment they will at least be deprived of the excuse which
now comes handy to them, viz. that they are rearm-
ing for the sake of upholding the League Covenant,
The British Government is at present exploiting
the League to the full in its armament race. “If
we wmre to have a strong League we must have a
gtrong Britain,” says Viscount Cranborne. Bub
Britain was strong enough to deal with Italy without
any rearmament. If she did not adopt stringenf
preventive or punitive measures, Mr. Eden assures ug
that it was “not due to a fear of the ultimate con-
sequences. " That is to ray, Britain was confident of
a victory even without wn increase in her forces, and
the reason for its not taking such action was that she
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g unwilling to take isolated action. What differ-
- ence is likely to made té'such & dituation by Britain
jncressing her aymaments’? Sir Augten Chamberlain
ytade Onk suggestion. He said : A real effort thust
B¢ mdde . .. to secure in the different regions whére
. peacé may be ‘Broken shock troops which at any rate
will take the first brunt of the attack, which can hold
the fort while the League comes to their assistance
and the great community of nations doss what it
. can.” Bui which nation will -hold the fort in the
bedief that- “ the great comrhunity of natiobs " will
. come to the assistance of invaded countries’® Unless
s radioal ttansforihation of the Leagua’ takes place,
the Leagueas it is can be of no effective ugs in
preventing .or punishing aggression..
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_ AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT.;
LABOUR'S WAY TO UBE THE LANG BY
ToM: WILLIAMS, (Methuen.) 1935. 200m, 1205 2/6°
TS spiall, but adiirably gbt up, volume is ong of
the * Labour Shows the Way ” Series of which Major
C, B! Axtloe, M:P., is the general editor. It dalineates
--on & historical background the present state of agri-
. cultaie ih'the Unifed Kingdom, sketehes with dis-
eriminating cériticism’ thé measures adopted” by His
Majedty's Government from tinde to tims to assist this
_ gréat'industry, and gives a brief outline of the plan
wifick the Labouf Party underiakes to carry out;. if
and when ‘rétiitried to powef. In a’ small compass
i5 compressed muek valuable information, both statis-
tical an'd otherwise, which an intelligent student of this
importantsubject'will find extremely useful. Thethree
-~objectives aimed’ at, which' will readily command
. géneral acteptance are: (a) thaf the producer, i e., the
farmeé¥ and the labourer, gets a fair remuneration for
his work ; (b) thatf the full development and best use
of thé land are secured, and'(¢) that there is- effective
contro] over pricés and marging which will adequate-
ly saféegnard the consiier. . R
With these objecte’ in view;: the Labourt Party
proposes to nationalize the langd, t6 appoint a:'rational
-Agricultural Commission working through County
Committees for the execution of a national: plan, to
establish a National Marketing Commigsion, an Im-
port Board and a Committee for entering into con-
tracté with organised producers for price-fixing: and
other cognate funetions. If also confemplates a
- considerable increase in the scops of activity of the
Forestry” Commigsion, an extonsion of credit facilities
to agriculture, the fixation of a national minimum’
wage for agricaltural labourer, and an improvement
.of housing, educational facilities and other amenitiss
—-of lifé in the countryside.

Taemost controversial item in the programms ig
nationalization of the land. With' the' Communists;
the Labor Party proposes to expropriate the iandiords

-on payment of a reasonable compansation, - financing
the scheme by the issue of spacial land bonds ag
marketable seourities, regerving to the State an option
- of redeeming them in a number of years,, The scheme
ig'based on the assumption (and this is a big assump-
tion in view of the recent fall in the value of agri-
cultural-land all over the world) thatthe land is the'
~ohe asset that increases in value (p. 90); and it ‘is
- asserted with confidence which it is difficult to justify’
that the nationalization of the land on thesz condi~
-tions ig going to be a good business proposition. - The'

t
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‘than prébable that: gpart

‘even in & rich dountry like the Unlitdd

finaridial aspect of thd 6thér itoris i the prografifie
has 16t been, iridesd if could’ Aot havd Been;. trgated”
with sufficient thorduglitiess withid’ the spavd af the
disposal’ of thd authok.  If' dppbdrs,” however, mMidte”
from the' vitthal imposst.”
bility of geftivig thé Hous¥ df Lords t6 agred to’ soy’
of the more drastic pfoposal, it' is the rock of fnands,
on whithi-the' wholé scheme® i¥: Jikély to béd  wrecleéd
Uritad Kingdont. -
- The probletit of 'ﬂ'dtibnhl_iz‘iiig the’land in’a pdor
country like India, where ovet 707, of the pbp}llaﬁg_'-
lives dirdétly or indirestly ont agriculturé and where
the vested interests have béen’ safely entrénéhed' be-
hind the safeguards of the nsw constitution, is" vastly
more difficult’ and ‘ complicated than i the United
Kingdom, with lessthan 7% of the' pdﬁﬁlatidii;gﬁ@é&l ’
ed in agricultiire and' with £ government” infinitely
more regponsive to public opinidn. ' Neveithelesd, stich'
an important pronouncement of policy on behalf-6f &'
great party, oecupying the pogitionof the Opposition
in Great Britain, deserves {o be carefully studied in
the U, K. no less than in India, where the question is
assuming an ever-increasing importance in view of
the leanings of the best organised politicel party in
the country. o
Of much greater significance to . students  of
Indian politics is an array of telling figures repro-
duced in the book showing the extent ta which agri-
culture is baing helped directly and indirectly by the
British Government by meansa of protection, subsidy,
relief from taxation and other measurest In. 1934,
the Government provided approximately £5,500,600
to asgist the dairy farmars to advertise, distribute and
s2ll their milk, and £3,000,000 to beef producers, Add-
ed to this was an estimated sum of £45,000,000 waived
annually in the shape of, differential relief from
taxation and otherwise (p’4Y). For years: the’ égv-_
ernment paid & subsidy of 2¢. par pouhd to sugat beot
produesrs, while- the’ sslling” price was" 23d. (p. 50).
Wheat’ receiveg’ an annual' indirsct’ subsidy’ of
£6,000,000° (p. 53). Milk* consumption'ifi the more”
progperous’ tractt excoetls' 33 °Pints per person per week,
while the’ consumption of about’a pint per head pér"
week among the poor is régardefl a5 a sign of develit=
tion of duty on the part of the Governrent.. It w‘t;‘u';fqu
bs interesting to compile simifar compatative’ fignres™ -
showing the extent to which the various’ governmeiits™
in India are discharging thefr résponsibilities towards '
the agricultirists’ for whom' they profess extrarmie™
solicitude. ‘ ‘ o
The’educative efféct’of a publication of this” typé:
cannot be overemphasized, and we have no hesitation
in gaying that the book under review, af once cheap’
and informative, should be in the handsof all students
of politios.
B. DE,

RELIGION AND STATE. ‘

RELIGION AND THE' MODERN STATE.- By

CHRISTOPHER DAWSON. (Sheed and Ward.) 1935.

220m> 154p7 6/~ _ - s
As usnal Mr. Dawson makes'a brillant'analysis of -the
ills and' pitfalls of our times: He has~realiséd’the
grave danger of secularism, the congequent decay of
givilisation and the spiritual bankruptey of man.
Ratigion in the’old séngs has’lost ifs grip on man and_
materisalisation of life is now complete.; The danger
lies in‘the fact that “if religion loses its hold on:
social lifé] it losés itd hold on life altogéther.” Par-,
liamentary’ democtaey* is’ not’ safd even in England,
because’of soclaligm; economic nationalism and the
lack: of a consefvative” political ;;{hilpgoghy. _The
power of the Statd-ovef the individual has increased as ;
a result “of ' sseulaf’ education, ‘compulsory military



274

5 THE . SERVANT OF , INDIA ;- [ Jove 4, 1936
sern(;e ;ﬁ&:&oﬁoglceon—gr;l wl_t:h t:l;é ht;ff & ﬂ-;e pro- attad;,tii . éubﬁ.,histb;icaL., tros'@eqf -@Bs-ﬂ'&-\-li&:' fqnf -
peganda of the pbpuler'prees’‘and citenia; The danger | the further regon: ﬁfibﬁﬂ? A1 i 1o 6 vhizsonh.
ti Ohteistiaxiite “does ot lie 80 mriich in fhe se ,nlfri-‘ e further regonsizuctic 1.08,d8d1a, |4 poitonts hisonh

sation of life. It is a danger that Christianity Has
suocessfully wwithstood. 1t 18 thé-enbrgy i opposing
which the Church has renewed its spiritual® vigour.
But the philosophy and creed of Communism is the
great tival” of. Christianity. It has an advantage
over Christianity in being new and untried in a tired

and disillusioned world. Commuunism.even denies.

Christian morals which had been accepted by Libera-
lism. Communism is anti-Christian and anti-spiritual.

. Aftersuch a very promising beginning one wouid
have expected a really great contribution from Mr.
- Dawson towards the building of the “ Kingdom of
God on Earth,” but in that he is thoroughly disappoint-
ing. He is unconvineing in quoting the following
passage from Pope Leo XIII's Encyclical with
approval. -

‘Cursed be the Earth in thy work; in thy: labour thou
"‘shall eat of it, all the daya of thy life.” In like manner the
" other pains and hardships of life will have no end or
- .cessation on earth ; for the conmsequences of sin are bitter
! .and hard to bear,—they must accompany man as long as
life lasts, To suffer and endure therefore is the lot of
humanity ; let them strive as they may, no strength and no
" mrtifice will ever succeed in banishing from human life the
i jlls and troubles which beset &t. 1If there are any who
- pretend differently—who hold out to a hard-pressed people
the boon of freedom from pain and trouble, an undisturbed
repose and constant enjoyment—they delude and impose
+ .upon the people, and their lying promises will only bring
forth evils worse than the present. Nothing is more useful
- than to look upon the world as it really is and at the same

" fime look elsewhere for a solace of its troubles.

By approving this, Mr. Dawson gives half the
battle into the hands of the Socialists and Communists.
His perfect state is nothing but the Catholie Church
wedded to a Fascist state. And yet on Mr, Dawson’s
own admission none of the existing Fascist states, nor
any that may rise anew, are favourable to a spiritual
bagis of life. An alliance of the Catholic Church and
the Fascist state will not spiritualise the latter but as
it bas already done, only degrade the former. Mr,
Pawson thinks thaf the Catholic doctrine of the State
is not antagonistic to pationalism. But whiie indi-

vidual Christianity is menaced by a secularised state,.

National Christianity is in danger of being wiped
out under militarism, war and Communism. 1tis
therefore no use suggesting a mational Catholic
ideal. It is extremely disappointing that intelii-
gence of Mr. Dawson’s calibre should have been tried
and found wanting.

V. V. JOSHL

INDIAN INDUSTRIES & TRADE.

DECAY OF INDIAN INDUSTRIES. By P. R.
. RAMACHANDRA RAO. ( Taraporevala, Bombay. )
1935. 20cm. 155p. Rs. 2,

RUIN OF INDIAN TRADE AND IND USTRIES.
By B.D. Basu, (3rd Edn.) (R. - Chatterijce,
120/2, Upper Circular Road, Calcutta.] 1935.
200m. 267p. Ra. 2.

THE two books under review deal with the same

subject—the decay arnd ruin of Indian trade and

industries. They attempt to set forth in the proper

Tistorical perspective the main causes that have

contributed to the constant decline and destruction of

Indian economic life since the advent of the East

India Company down to the present day. The authors

acem to beliove that “the past is verily the future

niMajor-Basa’s wolitieisualrealys hown'to- the -
public and mow appears hs a third editionl “revised and: .
enlarged.”’- A’ number.of-" notes - and:articibe ave-
appended on allied subjects “whioh- go to' swell' thel
bulk of the: volumes.~ " : ~ ' e2 w2l » 2ié

“From the time England acquired political power in.
,.India™ argues Major Basu, “she destroyed Indian trade -

.. " and industries principally by means of :— :

Y]
6]

(3
4
(5)
(6)
M

The forcing of British Free Trade on India.
Imposing heavy duties on Indian manufactures im
England, )

The exports of raw products from India.

Exacting Factory Acta.

The transit and customs duties. _
Granting special privileges to Britishers in Iudia.
Compelling Indian artisans to divulge their trade-
secrots. T
(8) Building railways in India.

{9 Holding of Exhibitions. -
(10) Investing so-called British capital in India. ]
(11) * The denial of self-government to India.” (p. 11.)

The charge sheet is a pretty lengthy one but
there is nothing surprising in it. The British Empire
in India was built upon the ruin of the Great
Moghuls by a small group of avaricious traders whoee. -
avowed intention was to profit by the trade with the
Fast and to build up vast fortunes by exploitation
and plunder. When accidentally the merchants -
became the sovereigns of the land, the shopkeeper's’
mentality to profiteer by fair or fowl means domi--
nated their State policy and continued for long till’
the conquest was complete. 'The Indians could
scarcely realise the significance of the vast chapges
that were silently forging shackles on them. Woeful
and bitter is the fate of the long drawn conflicts of
interests that mar the fair name of Christian Epgland.
Mr, Basu cites passages after passages from official
records and elsewhere to point out how demoralising
were the weapons used. His words in certain piaces -
are too strong. His conclusions on the investment
of British capital, the development of railways and
the introduction of factory laws are the least convin--
cing. In his concluding Chapter, the author pleads fer-
vently for “ Swadeshi and Boycott " as two weapons.-
of retaliation and the * Charakha and Khaddar” as
the twin forces of future reconstruction. “In these”
he remarks, * lies the salvation of India.”

Mr. P. R. Rao’s monograph follows in the ssme
wake. “The work is inspired” writes the author, “by
1o mere dilettantism, nor is it my desire to perform
thanksgiving to the industrial past”, He thus neither-
indulges in purposeless hyperbole while dealing with
the ancient glories of Indian civilisation, nor is he
léss anxious to miss a fact which emphasizes his view
point. It is a lucid survey of the broad course of the
industrial history of India and details the main
canges of decay that have contributed to the destruc--
tion of the economic life in every aspect. The study
is more systematic, critical and convincing. The
whole story is thus finely revealed in the firat _ﬁv.o
chapters closely packed with information and authori-
tative quotations. The general trend of discuesion is-
however unmistakable. The last Chapter—the Pros-
pect—sets forth clearly the autbor's ideal of fulure
reconstruction, namely, the resuscitation of our decad--
ent village crafts and irdustries. He has further
tried to make a case against the meckanisation of in«
dustries, the use of latcur-savirg devices and such
other meckanical inverticos which medern eclences: -
give us. HBis criticiem is tased much more on equali---
tarian ccncepis aLd is Girected tewards the inequities..

! that bave resuited from the capitalistic methods of
writton backwards, ” and hence the great value they ' ton,

production. He warts us, theretcre, not to imifates
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aesume its lost importance and serve as & proper -unit’

- Yor further economic reconstruction.. . The sertioes of:

-- Ape All-India .Village- Industries iAssociation; the: |,
—~-author believes, would be of immense-value-in- this' ',
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SIR STAFFORD CRIPP’S SPEECH.

) The following is the Hansard report of the speech
~ sohich Sir Stafford Cripps, the Sodlicitor-General of lhe
. Jormer Labour Government, made in the House of

Catimons on 5th May last on the Civil List. It will
- show with what freedom prominent members of Parlia-

ament who have held positions of responsibility in the past

--and who expect to hold simélar positions in future crilicise
. the private expenditure even of a King who i8 known
- 10 have marked sympathtes with thelol of the labouring

_population, Sir Slafford said :— ‘
DO not want in any way to criticise the recipients
of these moneys that are in the Civil List, because,

. in the existing circumstances, and in view of
*. the demands that are made upon them by the aristocra-
- oy of this country, probably these sums, though very
Jarge, are necessary. I do not propose, either, to raise
the question which has been mentioned by the lagt
. speaker, of the desirability or the undesirability of a
-.constitutional monarchy as a form of government in
“this country, At the présent moment we have a con-
--ptitutional monarchy, whatever its benefits and virtues
.may be, or whatever its disadvantages may be ; there
-are many more important questions to be discussed
than that, which is academic now, of the relative
values of a monarchy versus a republic.

I desire to draw attention to one special aspect of
-this matter, ags I regard it of very deep importance to
~the future good government of this couniry, and it
. arises directly out of the consideration of the Civil
List. The opportunities which we have for discussing
~these matters are, unfortunately, not very frequent,
-and therefore anyone who desires to make observa-
“tions on the matter has to take the chanee when he
-can get it. These very large sums of money have to
e devoted to the Civil List because of the standards
-of lavishness and luxury that: are imposed upon the
Royal Family of this country by the traditional
- demands of our aristocratic society. It is unnecessary
perhaps, to discuss whether guch a development was
preventable or not ; it is certainly of direct and imme-
-diate imporiance to consider whether it is any longer
. justified, and what its reaction is upon the government
of this country.

It was stated recently in a newspaper that the
effect of the withdrawal of the ban upon entertain-
ments, which ban had resulted from the death of the

. late King, would be an expenditure during this season
- of close upon £10,000,000, in luxury articles and ger-
vices of all kinds connected with aristocracy. That
figure may be accurate, as a guess, or may be in-

-accurate, but it illustrates the very large extent of |

- duxury expenditure which is attached to the incidence
-of a Court circle, and to the snobbery of those outside
who ape its performances. - No one would justify that
expenditure on the. ground that it is luxury expendi-
fure, I think everybody in the House would agree
 $hat, while the masses go without, such an extrava~
-.-gance can, in itself, have no justification. It is argued
4hat the display of Court functions, and all that
penumbra of imitative events that surround them, sre

necessary to show the pomp and eiroumstance of the
Sovereign, and that;, in any event, the people enjoy
it. [HON. MEMBERS : * Hear, hear.” ] I thought that
would get an echo from the benches opposite. I do
"not for a moment doubt that the mass of the people of
this country like a good procession with plenty of
bands and gold lace. Those can always be provided
for them by the armed forces of the Crown and the
police. Those displays have no necessary relation to
the amount of expenditure which appears in the Civil
List, or to the Court cirole or the Palace entourage.

Of course, in the days when the rich landowners
and merchants ‘of this country had a compleie mono-
poly of political as well as of economic power in the
country, it did not very much matter that they should
form a close and impenetrable eircle about the Throne.
Elaborate Court costumes, expensive uniforms and
cosily entertainments were their hobby, and were paid
for by the exploitation of the workers then ag they are
paid for by the same exploitation to-day. The Govern-
ment was always a Government by the few for the
fow, and it did not matter very much that one set uti-
liged the Court to scheme against and overthrow their
rivals. A few heads were lost, a few new additions
were mads to the Peerage ; but, so far as the people
were concerned, the matter proceeded much as it was
bhefore. In the depths of their poverty, they hardly
felt or realised those little ripples on the surface of
the national life,

To-day, things are very different. The workers,
through thelr representatives, are in responsible posi-
tione, and the Throne should be surrounded not by one
class or, rather, by one section of one class, but by
persons truly representative of the people as a whole.
There should bs no provision or regulation, and no
atmosphere, to prevent, as in fact everybody knows
they do prevent, the representatives of the workers
from exercising as great an influence on the Throne
as the representatives of any cother.class.. So long as
the standards of this Civil List pertain it iz clear that
of those two nations which Disraeli described so many
years ago, and which still exist in this country, one
alone can have any general access to, or influence
upon, the Sovereign.

My, Radford: Surely the hon. and learned Mem-
bar agrees that His Majesty is always accessible to
his Ministers, and that, if the Socialist party were in
power, he would be surrounded by the Ministers
that party, as was the case~—— :

Sir 8. Cripps: 1 am coming fo deal with what
bappened when the Labour party were in power, if the
hon, Gentleman will wait. At the moment I was
pointing out that the pragent standards obviously do
not permit free contact with the working-class part of
the population, as they do with that part of the popu-
lation which has the neocessary means to compete in
the parformances which take place at that standard.
It is true that what has been so acourately described
as the aristocratic embrace wiill, no doubt, from time
to time and on convenient occasions, be extended to_
draw choice specimens from the workers’ ranks into
an artificial and temporary- association with those




:I

276

THE SERVANT [OF INDIA

-k

[ 'Ju':imf 4, 1936,

—

self-styled superior beings who constitute society, a

sort of mariage de convenance, which is dissoived when
its unpleasantness is .no longer necessitated by poli-
#ical considerations, but both the normal expense and
the exotic atmosphers of the Court make it quite im-
possible for any ordinary man in the street himself
to be in,” or to. participate in, the life of the Court
circle. Not even the noble Lady the Member for the

Sutton Division of Plymouth ( Viscountess Astor ) |

will deny that proposition, as the great experd in the

aristooratic embrace.

Viscountess Astor : May 1 gk the hon, and Iearn- |

ed Gentleman two questions, the answers to which he,

as g K. C,; ought to know? [ Iulerruption.] Silencs,

among the comrades. When the hon, and learned
Geptjeman talks about aristocrats, does he not know
that, from the foreign poipt of view, there is nof what
you call an . aristocracy in England? Aristocrats
come. from the ordinary people, -
if ever there was one,
and he knows that is so. You find that in the House
of Lords, if you go two generations back. Does the

Jon. and learned Gentleman think that what he calla |

the grigtocracy. walk in. and out of Court clrclea just

because they are well-dresged and can afford it ? Can |

10’ conceive of Cpurt cn:cles having ‘people only for
hat Feason ?.
. The Denul_j-Chamna:n ( C'aptam Bourne ): The
XNoble Lady appears, in her interruption, to be getting
very far away from the Civil List.

Sir 8. Cripps: 1 would not 3I-tempt" 1o vie with

the Noble Lady in regard~tc what is the foreign .

nation of Brltlsh_a?r'focracy As to her second point,
Y do not imagine that the people to whom she refers
d out of the Court, but I imagine that the
% is the cenfre around whlch they radiate. I was
amphasmmit.hat the great expenditure, of which this
rg Civil List is symptomatic, creates at the present
‘time the wall around the Throne within which class
rivilege delights to enjoy itself, and in one of its
Elost obnoxious forms.” By large Civil Lists we en-
courage the creation of these surroundings for the
Crown that T believe to be so dangerous to the sur-
vival of true democracy within this country. It may
be argued-—I say this in reply to the hon. Member
for Rusholme { Mr. Radfold)} who interrupted—that
the éxperience of the two Labour Governmentis has
shown that it is not impossible for the present system
of Court society to continue side by side with & truly
democratic Government. No one wishes to deny the
ooncessions that were made to fhe powverty of the re-
presentatives of the lower classes during that period,
but they werd concesalons, and they did little or
nothing, in my opinion, to counteract the imminent
dangers to democratic government which arise from
the present structure of Court society. I am certain
that all those who have not since suffered from the

strangulation of the aristrocratic embrace experienced }

during that period, must be firmly of opinion that
such a state of affairs could not possibly be continued
under any future Labour Government.

It is not a question of eoncession or toleration of
the incursion of-a lower class into the select and pri-
wileged area of a Court; it should be a question of
the right of aceess, and the setting up of eonditions in
which that access can be a normal and ordinary event,
J£- the Crown is to be, or to appear to be, impartial to
all classes of soclety, it is impossible that it should
remain ringed round with the present fence of privi-
Iége and wealth, which makes it quite impossible in
practice for there to be any general measure of social
mnta.ct w1th the masses and WJth their npresentanves

[

He is an aristocrat, -
They are just ordmary peopla, |

I believe tihat the constitutional monarchy can o
continue ‘to exist as a form of government as long

it adjusts itself to the changed circumptances of social
and political development. Today & working-class
party is the Opposition and the alternative Govern-
ment, and the Court can no longer be allowed to exist
ag the privilege and the hobby of a few select families
or a wealthy clique of vested interesta-the very thing
which is encouraged by this large Civil List which is
. being voted to-day. If it does so continue o exist, it .
will spell the end of monarchy, for the Monarch will ,
bgeome idemtified with the extravagance and exclusive-
ness of those who surround him, and the people, in
their desire to sweep away the latter, will demolish
the whole structure, and the monarchy will digappear -
together with all those unworthy adherenta who suri
round it to-day.

This Civil List is designed on the basis of con-
tiouing a form of social structare at- the pinnacle of
our national life which has no possible relationship
to-day to the problems and necessities of that life and
on a basis which, I strongly suspect, is wanted neither
by the Monarch nor his family. It is, indeed, a sort
of falge facade of luxury behind which the masses in
the country continue in their poverty, and we shall be -
well advised, if we degire democracy to econtinue in

| this country-—a.nd I understand that to be the desire

of hon. and right hon. Gentlemen opposite—to de-
molish this false facade, with all its tawdry and out.

| of-date ornaments, and build in its place an honest

{-and dignified elevation which matches the reality of
the architecture of - our national life. After all, in
America to-day every man feels that he is equal of
the Pregident, and yet-he pays him proper respect and
honours him ; and the President does not receive g
sum of two million dollars a year for his Civil List.
So, here, no man ought to feel himself repulsed by the
surroundings of the Monarch ; and, if such an aftti-
tude and outlook were adopted in this country as
believe to be consistent with the present stage
development here, it would certainly fit in with the
circumstances of our national life far more truly than
that which exists to-day can ever do; and, also, there
would then be no need to vote these very large sums
for the purposes of the Civil List.

The belief in the Divine right of kings has long ago
passed away. The Monarch rules to-day because the

' people wigh it, and it is essential that his office should
' accommodate itself to the changing times, in which,

to-day, the working classes form an important portion
of our society, just as important ag any other class. I
should, therefore, like to see these sums reduced, as an
indication’ that this snobbish exclusiveness of the
Court circle is to be swept away, with all its extra~
vagance and waste and all its dangers to the con- -
inuance of democratic Government in this country.
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