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@opics of the d¥eeh.

The late Dr. M. A. Ansari,

THE death of Dr. M. A. Ansari of Dethi which
must have taken most people unawares will be deeply
mourned throughout the land. Besides being a physi-
cian of great renmown who counted in his clientele
many rulers of Indian States, he was endowed with
an exceptional measure of public spirit. Dr. Ansari
first came before the public eye as an organiser of the
Red Crescent Mission to Turkey in connection with
the Turko-Italian War more than twenty years ago.
His close collaboration with the Ali brothers inm that
connection gave rise to the irapression that Dr. Ansari,
in spite of his prolonged stay in Europe, was develop-
ing into a narrow-visioned Muslim. Observers of con-
temporary events will gladly bear testimony to the
fact that his subsaquent. public career eompletely be-
Tied this fear.

* * : *

EVER since the Congress came under the infln-
ence of Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. Ansari’s identification
with its programme of work has been whole-hearted
and he was always known to have given unsiintedly of
his labour and money for the furtherance of its cause.
Of this, what more convincing proof is needed than is
furnished by the fact that he did not shrink from betak-
ing himself more than once to the rigours of jail life
in obedience to the command of the Congress during
the last fifteen years ? This naturally raised him
very high in public estimation and ensured an honour-
ed place. for him in the councile of the Congress.
His eleotion to the presxdentlal chair of the Congress

f he was expected to unfold next month.

which was held at Madraas foliowed as é,'matter of
course in 1927. .
* > »

THAT Dr. Ansari was not a mere destructive critic
buf was gifted with a constructive bent of mind could
be seen from the fact that it was during his regime as

1 Pregident of the Congress that the Nehru Committee,

set its hand to the important, though by no means
easy, task of evolving an agreed constitution for.
India. But what will be universally regarded as a
feather inhis cap was his presidency of the All-Parties-

.Convention held at Calcutta towards the end of 1928,

at which the Nebru scheme was finally adopted as t.he
nation’s reply fo Lord Birkenhead’s challenge #o.
India to produce a scheme of reform a.ccepta.bla to all
parties. A

IT must also be gratefully recognised by nation-
alist India that the Nationalist Muslimm Party owed
its birth largely to Dr. Ansari's endeavours. Whether.
the outlook of that party was sufficiently wide and
whether its attitude towards the Communal Award was
all that it should have been are matters into which it
is purposeless to go in this obituary notice. Suffice it
to note that Dr. Ansari largely used his opportunitiea
for inculeating the nationalist view in the minds of his
coreligioniste. This by itself is & service of no small .
importance, for which India must be grateful to him.
He was reputed to wield unrivalled influence with the

.Mahatma and the miracle of the Mahatma's conver-

gion to parliamentarianism ig largely credifed to this
personal factor. That Dr. Ansari should have been
snatched away by the cruel hand of Death before
parliamentary mentality had taken firm root in the
?ongreu goil is without exaggeratlon a great national
088,

* * *

The late Mr. Vagbhat N. Deshpande,

IT is with deep grief that we have to record the:
death of our friend Mr, Vagbhat N. Deshpande, the
Dewan of Aundh, While on his way to Aundh
Myr. Deshpande met with a serious motor accident.
on the 21st of last month which among other bodily-
injuries bad affected his spinal chord. In politics Mr.
Deshpande was a Liberal. Himself a State sub-.
ject, be knew at first hand their ills and disabi-
litieg and was actively associated with the move-.
ment for an improvement in their political status.
To him his appointment as Dewan of Aundh six
months ago was mnothing short of a God-sent oppor-.
tunity to translate his ideas on the reform in Indian-
States into effect. He had elaborated.a -scheme
of debt redemption and rural uplift for a part of
the State territory, Schemes of wider import also
engaged his attention. Among such was one for the
establishment of & common high ecourt. for the
States in the Deccan, a complete scheme. of Ivnvh;gh.

&
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midst of all his other preoccupations Mr. Deghpande
always found time for his literary activities. He
has to his credit several works written in
Marathi, whose literary merit is widely recognised.
That a life so full .of promise should have been cup
short in this tragic .manner is a ‘great misfortune and |
a severe blow to: his near and dear ones no less than
to the large circle of hia friends.! . Toi his widow and
the other members of the bereaved family we offer our
heart-felt condolence.

* * *

R—oyal Inauguration of Egdleration ?

- MR K. M. PANIEKAR, an official of the Princes’
Chamber, writing in the Spectalor, says that for a
gtart being made in giving effect to the federal part .
of the constitution two things are necessary : first, the
formulation of a general Instrument of Accession,
which will be applicable to all the States ; and, second, .
the Hsting of reservations to be made in favour of
individual States. -The latter task will involve some-"
what - prolonged negotiations, for, as Mr. Panikkar
very frankly says, the States will “ naturally ” be .
very anxious “to retain as much as possible and
minimise the federal content of the subjects.” Yet
he thinks that all the preparatory work will be com-
plete by the autumn of 1937, or at the lafest by
January, 1938. Obviously the British Government
will make every allowance for the “ natural *” desire of
the Princes to put as liftle as possible into the federal
pool and be willing to bring into existence a federa-
tion, however‘thin and anaemic it may be?

B : % *

THE establishiment of even this kind of federation
which the Princes will defederalise as much as they
can appears to Mr. Panikkar to be such “ a historic
change ” as deserves to be signalised by & Royal
Durbar, It will not be enough, he says, if the King
issues a proclatiation on the occasion or even gefids a
member ‘of the' 'Réyal Family to announce the great
event. ' That would be doing less than justice to * the
momentous ' character " of the new constitution,”
Nothing lese ‘then '* a Great Durbar at which His’
Imperial Majesty will in ‘person’solemily inangurate
the new Government of his Indian Empire ” “will ba
. fitting, It is necessary that the world should know and
appreciate to the full the enormous change that the '
constitution will bing about in India's status, and this
can only’ :
federation himself at ‘'a Coronation Durbar. "~ '

* * % ’

WE very much wish that nothing like this would
be done. Rightly “or 'wrongly, the Indian people are
#0 hitferly- hostile to the new- constitufion that it
would be-folly.delibarately to do anything which wili -
tend {o transfer the deep resentment which they feel .
towards theix administrators for imposing the consti- -
tution wpon’ them te the parson of the King-Emperor, '
‘The Xing'is always abuve. politicd; and- the present
King had -no -hand whatsoever. in this Hoare diclal.
Why should the Governmént then go out of its way to
associate this unforgettable wrong upen poor India in -
the people’s:mind with His Majesty ? <Why place him:
and the :people of india wantonly in guch an odious’
position 2:.:When: the Xing wvisited India as Prinoes
of Wales the' non-co-operation movement was in full
swing in the country, and the: people were unable to .
také that detached iview of the visit.which would have:
saved him from incidents that no one would now like
to recall: to his mind;- But if-the King's. advisers
would riow.make him personally responsible for' giving -
& start to-a constitution which the psopla 1dathe from -
the bottom of their heart, they would create the maxi-

Sk

be done if His Majesty will inauguratethe !

o

mum amount of ili-will in the country. His Majestyn
ought to be spared all this.

* * *®

IT may be that the judgmeat of the Indian people
about the ‘new "constitution is wrong. If so, they err
in good company; “Professof Berriedale Keith in his
new book, A Constituttonal History of India, 1600-1935,
finds it * difficult to deny that federation was largely
evoked by the desire to evade the issue of extending
responsible government to the central government of
British India."” He dismisses “ the alleged concession
of responsibility as all but meaningless,” and says,
“If it ( the federation ) operates successfully, it will

| probably be due to-:the virtual disappearance of re-

spongibility and the assertion of the controlling power
of the Governor-General backed by the conservative
elements of the Indian States and of British India.”
This echoes the feeling of all progressive Indians, and
if a Royal inauguration of the constitution is to
take place, let it be preceded by a continuous official
propaganda till the constifution bacomes popular.
‘We fancy the propaganda will have to go on till the
‘Greek Kalends, ™ ) A ;

* * . *

No Retaliation, But Re__giprocity.

IX the courss of the iast Assembly session, oppor-
tunity -was taken by’ non-official speakers to draw
the attention -of the Government to the legislation
undertaken by the Iraq Government with a
view to prohibiting the employment of foreigners, a
large numbers of whom are Indians. = The Govern-
ment spokesman was compiacent enough to
counse] patience. “ Do not worry about it just yet
There will be time enough to submit representations
against it after it is passed’ said he in effect. Of
what practical use such submissions, however strongly
worded, would be at thatstage he alone could know. But
may we tell him that even this excuse for his inaction,
utterly unsubstantial as it is, has been once and for
.all removed by the final enactment of the law and
that his opportunity for fulminating against it has
arrived? ‘We hope he will ssize it in order to impress
on the Iraq Government the strength of Indian feeling
against it. ‘ ’ o "
i v * - *

UNDER this law, non-Tragis are prohibited from

pursuing the following trades and professions :
* Printing, photography, showing of ¢sinema films, smith’s
work, barber's work, carpentry, masonry, tailoring; paint-
ing, weaving, musician's work, danoing and transportation,
-in the loeal civil services and loading and wnloading of the
goods, lighting, heating and water supply, and permansné
_ :fierviced as motor-oar drivers, steam engine and oarriage
-drivers, and manufacture of cigarettes, sadars { oaps), hats,
.and footwear, and work in hotels and bakeries and service
anywhere us labourer, or watchman and service in various
trades -and placas such as restaurants, elubs, baths, coffee-
shops, @and. shops, theatres -efc;, and such trades aund
professions as shall be decided upon from time to time by
spacial regulations,

BUT this is not all. The forsigner is not to work
even'ad a salesman inshops or do any hawking nor
will he ba tolerated as a broker. His presence in
csrtain trades and' professions will bz tolerated
“only when such trades and professions need expart
guidande or require improvement or progress provided
that there does not exist an Iragqi who can undertake
similag work,” =~ ' -

;'.—.;.! o A, 1.—* " *

EVEN po, all is not lost if only the Govern-
ment moves in-time, { For the law ‘provides for
exceptions ‘being fnade in the case of ‘foreign na-
tionals on a bagis of Feciprocity. In such'-cases the
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Traq Government is empowered to issue regulations
*“ whereby permission shall bé granted for carrying on
with part or whole of the trades and professions by the
subjects of those powers who permit . Iraqi gu’b]ects'}-f:o
. work in their countries on a reciprocal basia.” Iraqis
in India number only 300 but are subject to no restric-

tions in regard to.the pursuit of. any. profession or |

trade. - Why should not the Indian Government press
for reciprocal treatment for Indian nationals under
this law? They should without loss of time. ask for
the exemption of Indians from' the operation of this
law. No retaliation which perhaps the :Government
dread and for which nobody . would ask. till other
remedies are exhausted, but just reciprocity.

* * *
Need for Further Information from Iraq.

AN inspired messagé fromi Simla in the course of
last week wants the public to believe that the Govern-
ment are closely in touch with the Indian situation in
Iraq and gives expression to their readiness to deal
with cases of individual hardship. The first part of
the statement does not seem to be borne out by facts.
For if the Government had been .closely following
the trend of events in Iraq they would not be asking
for specific instances of hardship to bs bronght to
their notice. In the course of a recent letter i3 Dr.
Rabindranath Tagore such cases have a3 a matter of
fact been mentioned in detail - and the intervention of
the Government of . India earnestly. implored with a
view to securing redress. . Let the Government take
up these cases with proper authorities and help in
securing justice to Indian nationals in Iraq. Any-
way their claim tobe closé observers of Indian deve-
lopments in Iraq cannot be allowed to pass
nnchalienged.

* * . *

- 1T is a great pity that all the commotion in India
during the last few weeks over the fate of Indians in
Iraq should not have moved Government te make effi-
cient arrangements for being supplied with reliable in.
formation about the hardships from which Indians are
guffering in that eountry. Their source is obviously
the British Consul whose primary concern ig bound to
be the safeguarding of British interests. In the natire
of things he cannot give his undivided attention to the
protection of the interests of Indians whose number'in
Iraq i 5,000 or expeditiously attend to requests for
information about their condifion. . Would it not
therefore be better to follow the Zanzibar precedent
in respect of Iraq and depute an experienced Govern-
ment officer on- a fact-finding: mission to Iraq?
‘Whether the Government miltimately :succeed.in
gecuring. the removal. of Indian grievances or not,
this will at least leave no ground for the. feeling
that the Indian public is . suffering from lack of
firsthand and full information. .

» * £
Sex Ratio in Malaya.
.. T bt
. . ONE gets an inkling from the latest report of the
United Planting Association of. the arguments with

which fhe Malayan Govérnment’s request for the non-
enforcement of the sex-ratio rule would be :supported

when the Indian deputation visits that eountry., Itis

‘necessary, to remember that this rule .does not- pres-
cribe sex-equality among Indian emigrants to Malaya.

All that it ]Jays down is that out of every five persons:

assisted to emigrate at least two must be women. The
requirement ig very moderate and should not be diffi-
.eult of fulfilment at the hands of the Malayan autho-
rities. But, thanks to the f,qcommoda.ting. ppirit shown
by the Government of India in this matter, ‘their

" classes.

exemption from the Op'érat'.{oh of this rule. Is; airfady
in . force, though for a. limited period. . The Malayan
Government's heart is now-set upon securing the con-
cession for an uniimited period.
2 - 0w *

. NOW that the rubber industry iri Malaya is again
looking up, the Indian Goverhment axe naturally de-
manding that at least one half of the 20 per cent. cut
in the wages of labourers should be restored, The de-
mand is fully justified and ought to be ungrudgingly
accepted by Malaya. But there are indicationg that
it will be used as a baigaining point with a view to
gecuring the suspension .of . the sex-ratio rule. . Then

it is also likely %o be said that the problem is one for

the Malayan Government with which the Indian
Government need not bother. If the non-observance
of the rule raises any difficulf situation, the Malayan
authorities are well able to deal with it without
drawing upon the Indian .Government for assistance.
‘We are confident the deputation will not be taken in
by such specious reasoning. Whichever may be the
authority dealing with the problem, it does not do
away with the fact that the problem relates to the
maintenance of a redsonably high standard of Indian
morals which is obviously a matter of vital concern to
the Indian Government. How can it then afford to
disinterest itgelf in it ? - This may be what is desired
by the Malayan -Government but would be nothing
short of a serious dereliction of duty on the part of
the Indian Government,

* * *

... THE Indian Government will be asked. to abholish
the rule-on the plea of their inability to insist upon its
observancein the caseof all emigrants, whether assisted
or unassisted, to Malaya. Why then enforce it only
in. the case of those migrating to. Malaya with that
Government’s help, it will be asked. Either insist upon
the enforecement of the rule in all cases or let .it. go
completely by the board. . We are sure the deputation
will not be in the.least impreszed by such arguments.
The Indian .(Government's primery .responsibility is
for: the well-being of those .whoee . emigration -is
authorised by them. In their case:at any rate they
are bound to sse that the afeguards stipnlated for for
such emigration are duly observed. i But to ask that
a rule should be allowed to be a dead letter because it
is not possible to. enforce it in all .cases betrays a
digordered mentality which would prefer starvation
even Wwhen the means of satisfying one’s hunger
partially are available, simply because they cannot be
had to the requisite extent, Nobody outside bedlam
would commend such an attitude. '
*

* *

: . THE plea of a steady improvement in the sex ratio,
so far as the Indian.populationr. in Malaya .is: con-
eerned, will also be strongly urged. with the-help of
statistics: .But such: a plea is begide  the point,..as a
little reflection will shaw... If the sex ratio is improy-
ing in the case of the Malayan Indian population, it
is doubtless a phenomenon . which . deserves the wel-
come_of all concerned. But we fail to ses, how it
disposes of the Government of , India’s primary res-
pongibility for the moral well-being of flie Indians
going out to a foreign land with their full backing.
No,. To us it appears that they would be betraying
t,he}i', trist if they became willing . parties t6 any

. relaxation of the above iule,

i La e * e - .. * *"
Uplift of Depressed €ldsses, .

B R AT S )
;o il ackward Class Officer. in Bambay is intend-
ed as the official protector specially .. of .the -depressed

C It is seen from his report for 1934-35 that he
is satisfactorily filling that role to the best of his
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. opportunities and within the means at his disposal.
The effectuation of the Governmenf’s policy of en-
" couraging the admission of depressed class children to
" common achools instead of creating speeial schools for
their exclusive benefit is to be seen in the increase of
over 6,000 in the number of Harijan children attending
common schools. The number of children in special
"schools showed a small decline of about 1,500, It
" mugt be added that these figures relate to the primary
education stage alone, the total mumber of depressed
class children in receipt of instruction of any kind in

the presidency being 72,260 as against a little over-
68,000 during the preceding year. It is gratifying

‘to note that the public prejudice against ‘Harijan
" c¢hildren sitting side by side with higher class pupils
in schools is slowly dying out. The report gives a
typical instance of its having been overcome as a
result of official firmness. We trust it ‘wiil be simi-

larly dealt with in all cases where it might raise its’

" head,

* * *

. ONE of the important functions of the Backward

. Class department is to help the backward classes in
gecuring jobs in Government service. It is slready

1aid down that at least 10 per cent. of the menials in
.Government offices must be persons belonging to
« scheduled or depressed classes. Similarly too one-
- tenth of the recruitment for clerks’ vacancies has now
been reserved for the backward classes and one-fifth
in the case of talatis, The Department maintains a

register of qualified and non-gualified candidates be-

longing to backward classes seeking employment, -

This greatly facilitates the task of the Backward
Class Officer in making suitable recommendations, the
Officer having helped to place 108 such persons during
the year under report. Buf it is obvious that without
the oco-operation of the leaders of these classes the
Officer cannot do all that is possible for their benefit.
It is revealed in the report that in some cases back-
- ward class candidates failed to send replies to officers
_.offering them appointments which they lost in conse-
.quence. It is disheartening to find that the Depart-
ment’s attempts to secure openings for backward class
- candidates under local bodies have so far come to
nought; but let the Officer not weary of knocking at
their door which cannof long remain banged and

bolted against the backward classes,
. * 2 *

- IT is obgerved from the report that the Depart-
“ment has to its credit some activity in the direction
_of securing house sites for the backward classes ; but

it must bs- regretfully adwmitted that it is nothing as
compared to what is being done in Madras in that
dirsetion. It is to be hoped that the Department
will keep Madras as the model before it and try its
, best to reach that level as as soon as possible, A care-
- fully chalked out programme of work spread over a
.number of years may perhaps be found useful in this

.connection. Its preparation will, we hope, engage the _ ]
.| maintain such a huge army—in the

- gerious attention of the Officer in the near future.
N ‘ * * )

WITH regard to the provision of drinking water

" facilities for the untouchables, the year witnessed a
"definite step forward, Sign-boards notifying the
"accessability of public wells maintained by local
boards to all classes without distinction were put up,
‘to begin with, on only 20 per cent. of such wells
‘Orders were issued during the year for the exhibition
of such boards on all weils controlled by losal boards,

The suggestion made by the Backward Class Board

for the erection of pumps on common wells for the use

of the scheduled classes was approved by the Govern-

-ment who have authoriged the trial of the experiment
in one or two places where conditions are favourable,

& * *

m e ———————

~ Qnfidles.

THE CREED OF NON-VIOLENCE.

N justification of the enforcement of Regulation ITY
l of 1818 against Babu Subash Chandra Bose,
the Government rely to a great extent upon his
opposition to the non-violence creed of the Congress.
The inference drawn by the Government is that who-
ever is opposed to non-violence as a creed must be in
favour of the use of violenoce as a working policy.
The fallacy underlying this reasoning is not difficult
to detect. Mahatma Gandhi was the first to commit
a large section of Indians to non-violence in principle.
Before his advent no Indian of any prominence had
subscribed to the doctrine. But was the policy of
India based for that reason on force? Political India
was ag non-violent in so far as its policy went as at
present. The leaders recognised that, though in the
abstract force has certainly a legitimate place in poli-
tical agitation, though the use of force would be
justifiable in certain circumstances, the conditions in
India were such that force must in fact be abjured by
all rightthinking persons. On this there was no
wavering af all in any quarter, except among terro-
rists whose number, however, shows no sign of
diminution because of Mahatma Gandhi’'s emphasis on
non-violence, What Mahatma Gandhi did in Indian
politics was not to convert a people addicted to vio-
lence to rencunce it as a matfer of practical policy.
For such conversion there was no room. All he did was
to convert a section of the people who, convinced as
they were that non-violence alone in the existing
Indian conditions is practicable and desirable, felt that
violence could legitimately be used in certaln other
possible circumstances, to the renunciation of vio-
lence in all eircumstances. Subash Babu was not one
of the people so converted; but he is only one amongst
many such unconverted people. And on this ground
alone no valid argument can be rested thet because
Subash Babu does not accept non-violence in -theory
he does not aceept non-viclence in practice sither.

One would like to ask Sir Henry Craik, the Home
Member, who used this argument with great self-
assurance: Does he himsself accept non-violence as a
creed ? Do other members of the Government of India
accept it ? Did the last ,Viceroy accept it, and
does the present? If they do, why do .tlfey
opinion
of Indians a vastly larger army than neces-
sary—ab the cost of an annual outlay of 45 to 50
crores out of India’s restricted resources? If, like
Mahatma Gandhi, to an invading army of Afghans,
e. g, they would offer no physical resistance, the
Indian army has no function to perform,  How many
jn the world, one would like to know, accept
the Tolstoyan principle of ; non-resistance which
Mahatma Gandhi has introduced into India? Even
the League of Nations, brought into existence for the
purpose of preventing the use of violence by nations,
has for its basis the use of force; only it employs
—or is rather intended to employ, for it never does
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employ—Ilawful force to counter unlawful force. As
Viscount Cecil has said, Article 16, the Article of
Sanctions, is “the kerne] round which the whole of the
rest of the League of Nations conception was con-
structed,” and thesanctions allowed and in fact enjoin-
ed here include military sanctions, Collective action
need not always result in military action, as Viscount
Czcil observed, but it may result in military action.
Resgistance is the very foundation and plinth of the
League of Nations; it is not the non-resistance of
Tolstoy or Gandhi. And, considered philosophically,
both for individuals, families, States and interna-
tional bodies, the use of force must be allowed in
certain circumstances. The prineiple of non-violence
as Mahatma Gandhi preachss it is wrong. Sir Henry
Craik, we are sure, will agree with us in this, Then
why make so much of Subash Babu's opposition to
the Congress creed, which creed he knows is not
ethically well-founded ?

~ Weare aware that the Government's contention
ig that Babu Subash Chandra Bose goes further and
advocates the use of revolutionary violence in the
pragent circumstances in India as the right policy for
Indians. Of this we would like to have clear and
irrefragable evidence, and such evidenca can only be
afforded at an open trial in the ordinary law courts
nonder the ordinary law. The excuse which ig often
trotted out for the application of extraordinary laws
like Regulation IIT in prefersnce to public trial is
unavailable in the present ‘case. The excuse is
that the lives of witnesses wonld be menaced if
they were produced at the trial. But such evidence
as the Government seem to have in their
possession against Subash Babu is evidence that
roquires no witnesses and that will therefora
lead to no outrage upon their lives. For the
Government rely upon Subash Babu's book, The
Indian Struggle, his undslivered speech at the third
Indian Political Conference in London, certain
private lefters of his, etc. All this is documentary
evidence, and if it proves conclusively, as the Gov-
ernment maintain, the incitement by Subash Babu to
violent crime and his complicity in it, why do they
nof, put the matter to the test by a trial in the courts in
the ordinary way ? How can the people be convinced,
from the few extracts that the Government choose to
make public, that the trend of his writings and speeches
is really as the Government allege ? The Government
have the power to keep him under detention aslong as
they please, and 8ubash Babu will have {o submit to
all such persecution. But if the Government’s desire is
that the people at” large should be satisfied about the
justice’ of their action, then we must say that the
peopla will be. satisfied only when Subash is put on
his trial,

The reacon why we are moved to refer to this
subject on the present occasion is becauss of the publi-
oation of a summary of the talk which Babu Subash
Chandra Bose had with M, Romain Rolland recently
on Indian politics in general. This summary shows
that Subash Babu’s writings jand speeches can well be
interpreted quite differently from the way in which

the Government interpret them. It contains most of |

the sentiments and expressions upon which the Gov-
ernment pieze for showing to their own eatisfaction
that he is a revolutionary intent upon bringing about
a maass rising. He spoke to M. Rolland of the failure
of satyagraha in India. Hesaid:

India's great hope was that the eatyagrahbs movement
would fruotify in a peaceful movement in the followingman-
ner. Within India, the movement would graduslly para-
lyae the civil administration of the country, Outside India,

the lofty ethios of satyagraha would stir the uonsmence of
the British people.

But that hope wat frustrated. Within India, no doubt.
the satyagraha movement created a non-violent revolutiorn,
but the higher services, both civil and military, remained
unaffected and the King's Government therefore went on

* much as usual, Outside India, a handful of high-minded

Britishers were no doubt inspired by the ethics of Gandhi,

but the British people as a whole remained quite mdlﬂ’er-r

ent ; splf-interest drowned the ethical appeal, )

- He then asked M. Romain Rolland, as one of thé
foremost advocates of non-violence, whether, since the
ethics of gatyagraha hag not succeeded, a changs in
Mahatma Gandhi's ideology should not be thought
about, The following conversation then took place:

If satyagraha ultimately fails, would M. Romain Rolland
like 40 Bee the national endeavour continued by other
methods or would he cease taking interest in the Indianm
movement?

The fight must go on in any ocase, was the empbatic
reply. He would be sorry if satyagraha failed, but if it
really did the hard facts of life would have to be faced and
he would like to see the movement conducted on other
lines.

Then the conversation turned on the desirability of
the national movement identifying itself with workers
and peasants if capital will not join with labour and
landiord with peasant, and on Mahatma Gandhi’s
attitude to this question. M. Rolland remarked that
the causs of the workers of the world was supreme,
and added :

If, as a remlt of unfortanate circumstances, Gandhi (or
any party for the matter of that) should be ir conflict with
the cause of the workers, and with their necessary evola-
tion towards a gocialistic organisation—if Gandhi (or any
party) should turn away or atand aloof from the workers'
cause, then for ever will I side with the oppressed workers—
for ever willI participate in their combats, because on their
side is justice and the law of the real and necessary deves
lopment of human society, ’ -

This interview shows Subash Bose as an earnest
goul engaged in considering possible alternatives
when Gandhiji's method, about which he was never
over-sanguine, had demongtrably failed. This failute
wrung from M. Rolland, who had.a more robust faith
in satyagraha, the admission:“ I have not decided
against non-violence, but I bave decided that non-
viclence cannot be the central pivot of our entire soeial
activity.” We suggest, that in the writinge of Subagh
Babu which the Government consider incriminating
the same searchings of heart are to be observed, the
same attempt to reach forward to a mors promising
solution, If any other interpretation is possible,
let the matter be put to the test—by placing him
on his trial,
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DE-BUNKING OF THE OCAPE SYSTEM.

HE native Africans of the Caps Province were
thraatened some time ago with the total aboli-
tion of the franchise which they have enjoyed

for over eighty years on a footing of equality with
the Europsans. By a new Bill which recently passed
the Union Parliament their vote has besn retained,
but they are put oti a separate foll. Even at present,
although the Cape natives are put on the same rogister
and vote at the same ballot box as the white men, they
can vote only for Europeans, for a fundamental part of
the South African constitution is that no native shall
git in either chamber of the legislature. Thia oolour
bar wag first Introduced by the Act of Union.
Befora the Act of Unlon any pergon could be a mem-
ber of the Union Parliament, whatever hig face, creed
or colour might be. No non-European waf in fact
_ elected at any time, but in theory thers was 1o bar.
Binoe the Act of Union was passed, hon-Europeans
are statutorily excluded from Parlfament.

‘The whites in South Africa are all agreed about
one thing : that their supremacy must ever remain
tinchallenged and unchallengeable. Even those 1iberal
statesmen amongst them who favour the retention of
the franchise by the natives of the Cape Provinece or
even its extension to other Provinees are not prepared
‘to envisage at any time in future the country being
governed by the natives. The native population is
between gmeven and eight millions and the white
population is only two millions. Nevertheless even
the advocates of a Fair deal towards the natives refuse

“$o contemplate a time when the natives, as they
sfvancs in weatern civilisation, will be the predomi-
nant partners in the government of their own country.,
They are willing to give a vote to the natives, but on
the distinet -understanding that the African voters
will form a small, almost an overwhelmingly small,
proportion of the total electorate. In the Caps Pro-
vince at present the total number of voberg g 417,524,
of whom tlis number of hative voters is only 10,628,
or an insignificant 214 per cent. of the total (Asiatic
voters being 1,401, Malays 1,796 and persons of mix-
8d or Colourad racss 21,596). In the Natal too the
tiative i3 suppogzd {0 have a vota, bud it is only homi-
nal and entirely insffective 7 thers ig only one native
enroliad on the Natal ragistor, the total number of
votors being 92,116, (There ars 10 Asiatio votars, 343
mixed or Colourad racas, and the rest whites.) In the
Transvaal and the Orangs Fras Stata all the voters
mbst by 1aw ba whita, the pr2e2nt number of voters in
these Provinces being 349,000 and 101,089 tespzctively.

Tha libaral Cape politicians, therefors, insist that
the natives having such a small vote, they nesd not
be daprived of it It can bs retain:d without

endangering in eny way the political supremacy
of the whites, Liberalism costs so little in Bouth
Afrioa! Ganoral Hartzog and others tad are not afraid
of the present position, but they fear that if the prins
oipls of an equal franchiss for the natives ia bnes
granted, thera is bound to coms a tims, as tha hativeg
acquire property and become educated, when the
native vote will swamp the whits vots in a country
wheore the natives outnumber the whites by a propor-

tion of two to threa. And white dominance is an
article of faith with all Europsans, whether they be
English or Dutch, whether they be large-minded or
narrow-minded. This dominance can be maintained,
if the natives are to be admitted to the voters’ register
on the same franchise qualifications, only by taking
effective measures for the prevention of the natives
from acquiring voting qualifications, i e, by keeping
them poor and uneducated. The poassession of an
equal franchise by the natives has in fact, it is said,
only resulted in making the Union Government pur-
sue an unsympathetic policy towards them. General
Hertzog, in moving the Bill, said: . _
‘We cannot close our eyes to the fact that in the past
we ofteii felt that it was desirable to promote the natives®
interests and to make them happier people; we felt thas it
would bs of great importands to ve with a view to the
interests of the State to be able to help the natives for-
ward, bot instead of doing that we always put on the
brake, Why? Beosaide every tims that the native took s
step forward on the read of pivilisation it was felt to ba
making the threat worse that he will eventnally overwhelm

us with his numbers, We were never honest towards the
natives,

He felt that it would be much better to remove the
native from the elactoral register and to help him move
forward educationally and economioally than to retain
him on the register (which did him little tangible
good) and then keep him down in matters that affect
him closely, '

General Hertzog thought that the best way of
relieving the white population from the nightmare of
ultimate native domination was to put an end fo the
hative vote in the Cape. But it was feared that it
would be considered too drastic & measure in some
quarters, and he therefore proposed that the native
should remain on the voters’ list, but he should be on
a saparate list. This would achieve the same object as
the abolition of the vote and would appear less sweep-
ing. The natives, whatever the number of voters on
their separate register may be, are to elect three repre-
sentatives—of course, white representatives—to the
Houss of Assembly of the Union Parliament. The
number of reprosentatives is not t6 be increased un-
1sss a proposal fo this effect is accepted by a two-
thirds majority of the members of both the chambers.
A possible increase in white repressntatives of the
natives being thus provided against, it would be a
matter of indiffzrence to the whites how rapidly and
how high the native vots graw. In the Provincial
Counci] of the Capa Provinea also the native votars are
now taken off the common roll and put on a s:parate
roll. Thus the much-vauntad liberal Cape systam has
cometo an end, Of this system Genaral Smuts racently
said: *The quintsssenca of the Caps native franchise
fs that there should be thesa thras elamenta of common
troll, common vandidates end common ballot box.”
And yet ho now agrezd to the undoing of the sysiem
of common roll, which he himsalf had said was the
foundation of the native franchises !

. *Wauul rights for all eivilissd men south of the
Fambaci™ s the famous dictam of Qaoil Rhodes, whick
hag best complatzly dohé away with by this new law.
But, In fact, apart fram thessparateclsotoral roil whick
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pow ssb up, this boasted equality had ceased to be
:slw. For inpfﬁo, the franchiss, which hitherto ha.d
" been confined to males, was extended to adult white
females, and in the following year all p‘roperty and
-;alary qualifications were swept off for. white men a:nd
thus all adult white men were enfranchised. While,
therefore, in the cage of the whites, complete adult
suffrage is established, in the case of the nativea the old
qualifications remain, vis., occupation of proparty worth
£75, veceipt of anmual wage or salary of £50, and
ability to sign the name and write the address and
eccupation Thus already the equal franchiss of old is
ended. However, the poor natives wesa quite propared
" “to accapt,” as Sonator ¥, 8. Malan said, “a white skin
as a qualification for the European Franchisz”, provided
they wers themsslves left undisturbed in the emjoy-
ment of their differential franchise. Now, however,
by their being put “in a separate kraal”, ag it wers,
the equality of rights of which s0 much iz made
wholly disappears,

In fact no ome who studies the history of SBouth
Africa ocan help fesling that the so-called liberality
--of the Cape system is very much exaggerated. The
franchise qualification was very low at the beginning,
-4 & in 1852 when the Cape was granied a constitution.
The gualification was ocoupation of £25, salary at
a much lower figure and no education test, And no

distinction was made between white and black,

because there was hardly any black population in the
Cape at the time. The natives being non-existent,
they could be very liberally troated, and gualifications
for the voters could be made low, because all the
possible voters eould only be white. Things, however,
changed later. The annexation of the Cigkei and the
Transkei followed, and the Transkei waa incorporated
into the Cape Colony. The non-racial franchise of the
Cape was extended to the Transkei, and when it was
found that a Iarge mumber of natives would be en-
franchised, a Bill was introduced into the Capa Par-
liament in 1887 by Sir Gordon Sprigg, the Prime
Minister of the time, cutting out the communal
teoure of land in native arsas as an occupation
-qualifieation. The Bill was passad, and as a rasult
30,000 natives wers struck off tha roll at ona blow.
Boetween 90 and 95 por cent of tho natives were
thug disfranchisad  This measurs is aptly callad
“ Sprigg’s Purga,” In moving it, the Prima Ministzp
said : *“ In cortain elsctoral districts no fower than
5,000 kafirs hava been placad on the list, If the Biil
-did not pass they would hand over this nobla Colony
-%0 a barbarous population,”

Five years later another Bill was introduced
by Czcil Rhodas hims:lf and pass:d, It raissd
the occupation qualifieation from £25 to £75 and
introducad a naw education qualification, viz ability

to wrlte ons's name, address and oceupation, Wiy |
was this changs mad:? Only to neutraliss or at

least to reducs the native vota, Sir James Rosa-Innes,
Attorney-Genaral and one of the most liberal statese
men of his time, said in the dabate :

The Bill contained no mention of colowr, but thiy i
. know that those who supported the Bill trusted that if
would neutralise the native vate, o

8ir James's own object was not to neutralise the nalive
vote, it is true, but that was certainly the objecf of
those who brought it forward, and Siz James support-
ed it because he fearad that otherwise the native vote
would be removed altogether. The education quali-
fioation waa specially inserted to bring abt!}t;t a
wholesale raduction of the native vote. Mr, Merrima
said in the same debate: ,

He looked at the census returns of the whole katie male
population and found that only 4 per cent. could read or
weite of those qualified for the vote....It struck him-if
they talked about the disfranchisemant of the native it wae
fust this education test whioh was going to ocleap the
register.

The education test was introduced to reduce the native
vote by 96 per cent., or “to clean the register™ as was
frankly puf. Iua the same debate Mr. Rhodes said :

‘When Great Britain eonferred representative government
on Griqualand West, it deliberately amended the Oonlﬁtnj
tion Ordinance by raising the £50 wage qualification to
£100, in order to exolude uneducated persons, and parti-
cularly the native vote,

In the Cape toe the object was the exclusion af the
native from the electoral roll. Cecil Rhodes himself
said in 1894 : . ‘

The natives ineresss at & tremendously fast pace. ... Wy
bave not given them any share iu governmens, and, ¥ am-
of opinien, rightly so, I consider that the natives shonld
be apart from the white people, and should nos be mized
with them. We should definitely be committing s serious
blunder if we wereto place the nativeson s footing of
squality with ourselves, If we tréat .them differently and.
say, those people bave their own conceptions and se on,
then all will be well with. ns, but if we deviate from that
course and place them on a footing of equality with our-
selves, we may as well give up. | .

In their joint monograph on the native franchise;
Mesars. Schrainer and Ramsbottom, the graat suppor-
ters of equal franchige for the natives, write, after:
saying how groundless is the fear of the whites that
the native vote will swamp the European vote : )

‘Were the facts ever to become Buch as to jugtify the view
that the native or non-European was likely to gwamp the'
Earopean, it would always be open to the still dominant
Europeans o raise the qualification for the franchise, and
80 to steengthen their pcsition at the polls. This was done
at the Cape in 1837 and again in 1892. It is certainly far

" and away the least unsatisfactory methad of retaining
power should such power bs ever jeopardised.

An equal franchisa for the natives has always been a
make-believe ; voting qualifications are fixed, not with
a view to obtain raally qualifisd voters, but with a
view to keep out the natives from the ragister, .All
that has happaned with the passing of Goeneral
Hertzoz’s Bill is that -tha.nativs has -Jost the vote in
theory as he had already lost it in practice, -

- General Hertzog was brutally frank about the
Bill, but it should be romembered fhat the funda-
mental objects of others, though worded & more
tactfully, aro the same, There were many protests
| roesived frum clericals all ovar the couniry that no
right once conceded eould be taken away i-it was
j also paid that a pledge had been given by  the
British Ministers at the tima the Ac{ of Union was
passed that native rights would not be interfered
| with except on account $ xsballion by the ;natives,

lied : : oo
f’l‘o ﬂ?%hhoﬁrﬁtix?;:lep tome on the ground thas it is'not

Christian, that isis in confliet with .Ohristiar principlen-
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' t!len Isay: - “Oh no, now I do not understand at all what

. You mean by Christian principles.” Christian principles

: count for very much, and I hope they will always count for

.+ wery much, with our people, but there is a principle of

*..eeMf-preservation for a nation. It is a macred principle, a

_ Chbristian principle, just the same as any other principle,

and it stands equally high. I place that principle still

higher; it is the only principle, that of self-preservation, of

self:defence, by which bumanity itself and Christianity
itgelf will ever be able to protect itself.

" We have duties, but let me say this, that whatever our
daty is towards the natives, the first duty of the European
is towards himself. o

Behind all the talk of “equal rights for all civiliged

men” the dominani idea is that of the domination
of the whites.

BReviews,

- FREEDOM OF THE PRESS,
THE PRESS AND A CHANGING CIVILISA-

TION. By A, J. CUMMINGS, ( John Lane ) 1936.
200m. 139p. 3i6.

THIS li.ttla' book wriiten by a well-known English
joump.llst is a thoughtful contribution to the consi-
der_a.txon 9’:‘ the problem viz, the freedom of the Press,
It is a brilliant and powerful defence of the freedom
of the Press. The author hag been connected with
the Press for many years, and is fully conscious that
the institution of the Press can be and is abuged by
some journalists. He stands for honest, fair, educative
dnd efficient journalism ; yet, his faith in the freedom
of the Press s o great that he opines that even the
vilest Press is to be preferred to a censored Press. He
rightly observes that if political authoritarianism is
glven an inch or two, it will promptly take in all. He
strongly condemns the Sedition Bill, recently passed

by the British Parliament, and quotes with approval, ,
‘Walter Bagehot's observation that * No one knows '

what blasphemy is, or what sedition is, but all know
that t}:ley are vague words which can be fitted to any
meaning that shall please the ruling powers.” He
also quotes with equal approval the following passage
from Mr. Chafee’s book, Freedom of Speech : :

Men assunre that such a law ( a Sedition Aot) affects
only a speech or a book which devotes itself entirely to the
advooacy of violence. This is not so. For instance, any

prevent radical agitators from bringing disagreeable facts
_ to public attention will be enabled by such a statute to go
through their speeches and pamphlets with a fine tooth-~
" comb and probably find a sentence here or there which can
be interpreted as advocating revolution. Thus, it will be
possible to imprison almost any radical agitator in the

absence of any real danger of revolution, Of course, trivial |

offences will not be punished in ordinary times ; but duting
the excitement of a great strike or some other widespread
unrest, the partisans of law and order wiil hardly bs able

to resist the temptation to make use of this law to bottle

"~ . wp Labour leaders and other agitators whom they fear and
~ dislike. .. . . . ’ . . .
. The offect of & sedition law upon books is even more in-
~ jurious,.., It must be remembered that a book falls onder
the penalties of the law if only a part of it is revolutionary,
There are many books and pamphlets which, for the most
part, contain elaborate discussion of social ard economie

" questions, which it is very desirable to read. Hete and
v there, the writer is g0 impressed with the hopelesmess- of
legal ohange in the present system, that he advocates

. aronort to foree if mothing else serves, That alome will
o - wender circulation of tha whola hook, & beinous orime under

. have been many books on the Press;

" political existence.
and the

' blessing.- Let us hope

_ the Aot.- Many of the classios of moders enonothios will be-.
put on this new index expurgatorius; The law will prevent

s loyal oitizen from obtaining from abroad or from another -

"State the works of Marx, Proudhon, Baknnin or Stirner -
and will make it eriminal for a loyal bookseller to buy thess

books for him, A

Incidentally, we make a present of the above passagé»
to our Indian and provincial Governments. '

Every chapter of this book is replete with sound:
thought. The author’s critical survey of the condi-.
tions of the Press in Europe is highly illuminating.
He expresses a high opinion of the Press in France, .
which, he says, is much more serious than the popular
Press in England.  The French are distinguished by a
love of ideas and, still more, by the delicate nuances
of ideas. The existence of a host of amall “ journals
of opinion” in France is due to this remarkable.
national characteristioc. These political sheets are-
brilliantly written and brilliantly edited ; and it is by
them that public opinion in France is largely mould-
ed. They have no counterpart in mogt countries of”
the world including Great Britain. Such “ journals .
of opinion ™ ars the salt of the Press; and it is by
their influenco on the public mind that the real chara~
cter and worth of the Press in a country must be
judged. Wo wish that thers should be many such,
small journals of opinion in India. , .

According to the author, the.Press in Naszi
(fermany enjoys no freedom at all.. The Press in
Fascist Italy and Soviet Russia is also too much
under the control of the Government, but as compared
with the Nazi Press, they may be said to enjoy some.
measure of freedom. There is a general feeling among.
the British that the British Press is perfectly free,
and no menace to its freedom exists or is likely to-
arise, The author deprecates this complacent attitude, .
and warns his countrymen that the desire to resfrict.
the freedom of the Press is not quite absent frorn the..
mind of the Government.

We wish the author had also surveyed the
conditions of the Press in India and (_zondemned the -
galling restrictions to which it is subject. But the
book is confined in its scope mostly to t.h_e Press in
the chief countries of Europe and has nothing to say
about the Press in the Dominions, India or other-
castern countrics. A perusal of the book will show
what a valuable institution the Press is and can.
become, and how necessary it is for the progress of
society that its freedom should be maintained. There
but we have not .
come acroes another—barring, of course, the classics .

' such as Milton’s Aeropagitica—in which the noble
small conservative group in & community which wants to ;

cause -of the freedom of the Press is defended with
such cogency of reasoning, such brilliance and such
foroe as in this book. We cordially recommend it ta-
the readers of this journal. : : )
' R. G. PRADHAN,

E—————

SOCIAL ILLS OF MODERN LIFE.

 TRAGEDIES OF MODERNISM. By NAGENDBA

NATH CHAUDHURY., (A. K. Chaudhury & Co.,
 Calcutta) 1934. 22cm. 288p. Rs. 3.

* [N this book the author describes the. social ills which
- appear to be
. civilized life;

the invariable concomitants of modern.
he does not tell us whether there is any
causal connection between the two phenomena. Ta.k ing .-
U. S. as typical, he describes the horrifying conditiona .
with regard to marriage, morals and the democratio-
If all that he says is true—
book is well-documented t‘t“xtrlougt};;ub-s
ivilization would appear {o be a curse rather na
bla s however that the evils would

' be eliminated and-the good elements in clvﬂizaf!:ion

would endurs.



May 14, 1936. |

THE SERVANT OF INDIA

237

The drama opens with the description of the
iflaming youth including the detestable * flapper,* one
--of the most shocking variety being the ‘husband-
hunter ' who marries and divorces "as often as a dozen
times. The author quotes the criticisms of several
-reformers, directed against the morals of the flaming
_.youth, from which it appears that even Americans are
.getting disgusted with the fruits of modernism.
The institution of family is disappearing and the
..author regards it as of the eaddest {ragedies of
.modern life. Aocording to Miss Adams, “ thousands of
boys and girls become mentally and morally unfit
for the responsibilities of married life™ pn account
.-of the roigning industrialism and commercialism
which provide saloons and danca-halls for stimulating
".the passions of the young.
In another chapter the author proves that Ameri-
-«can democracy is & hollow sham on account of the
~corruption and bribery and consequent despotism, - all
- on a vast scale, Ag Mr, Chaudbary says, “ no system
- of instruction which does not make provision for its
.moral and spiritual elevation can be said to serve the
purpose " of preparing people for the ideals of demo-
.cracy. The poor are punished while the rich man
“* robbing a ware-houssfull of grain or looting & bank™
-escapes scot-free | No wonder that people are turning
‘communists. _
Nearly fifty-three pages are devoted to the Chapter
-on “ the Rising Tide of Crimes”. What a catalogue

-of daring crimes is revealed therein—robberies, hold- -

ups, kidnappings, and what not! The American Bar
Association regards the crime conditions in this
-civilized couniry “as the worst in any -civilized
country . The f{following warning by the Police
Department is eloguent :—" A lavish display of jewel-
Jery at the theatre is an invitation to the hold-up
men . . : Carry just enough money for your immediate
needs.” We should think British India is a. far safer
place. A certain official of a primary school in
‘Indiana destroyed the school building with all child-
ren by dynamite and the police could not think of
any reason. Many surgeons are doing a lucrative
-business by practising abortion, of course secretly.
The cost to the U. S. Government of the investigation
-of erime is £2,586 millions annoally ! Truly this ig
the ‘ cost’ of civilization. The Volstead Act prohibit-
‘ing drink has led to such a viclation of law that
qnany Americang think that it should be abrogated.

The Chapter headed “ Is Jesus Christ Reigning ?
‘is very eloquent. The burden of the author’s song is
‘that Christian societies are not heeding Christ and
are violating the principle of brotherhood in their
* dealings with the non-white world ”. The Protestant
<Church in America is declining owing to division in
4ts ranks and the rising tide of athoism. :

. At the end the author draws his conclusions. In

. hig opinion, companionate marriage and eugenic
-motherhood are ruining family life.. In spite of more
food and more things, * we are poorer, hungrier, more
‘helpless and more confused than ever before,” gogays
Mr. Hutchins, President of the University of Chicago.
Ancther moral is that “ Mammon, the God of wealth,
thas been worshipped . . . and at his altar human ideals
‘and virtues have bzen sacrificed ”. Industrialism
ought to be checked as well as reformed Western

‘countries which have got 2 myriad of the evils of

modernism are living in glass houses and should not
throw stones at India, With all this Mr. Chaudhury
admits the immense progress made by U. 8, A. in all
t‘hrectlons. _For instance, the total amount of life
Insurance in foree amounted in 1922 to 50 billion
dollars. The donations of U. 8, are well-known and
the League of Nations received from it two million
‘dollars for a Library. Rockefeller donated about 700
‘million dollags for philanthropic purposes. So it is
«clear that the author dozs not write the book in the

spirit of Miss Mayo and Miss Kendall (author of
“ India and the British : A quest for Truth™). As every-
thing is not right in the West, the author advises us
to study-the Western progress critically,. He warns
ug against importing foreign vices and fads like short
skirts and lip-sticks. It is good that the- author has
examined the ledger of Uncle SBam and exhibited: the
debits. Ocoagionally Uncle Sam becomes nasty and
it is necessary to pull him vp. The author ends by a
peroration preaching the high development of the
sl;;}iritual as woll as the material sides of our national
ife. ‘

V. N. GODBOLE,

ROMANTIC REALITY.

THE ROMANCE OF " REALITY. BY JANET
CHANCE. (Allen & Unwin,) 1934. 20cm. 138p,
of-. :

THIS book is a plea for a realistic and scientifio
attitude and outlook on the problems of human life. The
history of hminan progress and civilization has been
a long tale of repeated acts or repudiation by huma-
nity of their magical beliefs, cherished  illusions and
supzrstitions, in favour of proved scientific matters of
fact. And true happiness in life can only be reached
by accepting the world as it ig, 1. e. ag it is disclosed
to us by patient work of science and adjusting one-
salf to it, and not by indulging in a world of fanta-
sies and delusions about the nature thereof. And the
world when understood as it is and made the best of
affords after all great opportunities and prospects for
the enjoyment of life, Reality then is found to be
unexpectedly right; and this, according to Mrs.
Chance, is “the romance of reality.” Romance does
not fall from the clouds : it is the natural flower and
flavour of a realistic life, a life based on a plain
admission and envisagement of facts and our scientific
findings about them. Romance is forward life, z life
not of conjuring sentimentality, but of sturdy
commonsense, '

This philogophy of life in the abstract cught to be
acceptable to all who want to reach fruth in life and
thought and are not prepared to remain satisfied with
mere hollow imagery. Mzrs. Chance develops it in the
course of the earlier chapters of her book, especially
the second; and the reader glides smoothly along her
ganeral statement of it, But after having stated the
theory, she proceeds to demonstrate the truth of it by
seeking to apply it to some of the concrete problems
of life, viz. physical and mental health, perscnal
relationships, work and recreation, emotional and
sexual well-being. and social responsibility. And it
is here, that is, in the actual handiing of some of these
problems in the light of the general prinecipies and in
the deduction of the consequences thereof, that every
reader may not see eye to eye with Mrs, Chance, I
would in this connection especially refer to the sixth
chapter (“ Beauty iz an Experience™ ) where tha
author considers the. problems of sexual life; and I
want to cite-hers 'in - particular an  extreme ease of
Mrs. Chance's applications of the realistic outlook to
the institution of marriage. Says the author :

It geems obvious fo many that our present marriage
customs and laws leave a great deal to be improved. Some
recognition of sexual freedom seems to have great advan-
tages over the Biamese-twin conception of marriagd
favoured by Church and State. With all these reservations
however and in spite of present handicaps, matrriage
proven itself every day fo large numbers of people a very:
desirable state. And such marriage holds s0 much more
than the sezual attraction and the emotional tie or the
mantal comradeship that it can afford to be generous to Cheu_:
things when they are found by either partner outside mam?
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Gg;. To §ay in any other sphere of life, “Youhave found
a delightful thing but I deny it to you ™, is econsidered un-
.. Christian unless some prior good is at stake, .And that is
what marital jealousy says. (Italics ours,) o
+. I nowleave it to the reader to judge for himself
whether such an interpretation really follows from
the realistic philosophy of life {o which, as I have
said, one can accord one’s general approval. For
myself I do not subseribe to Mis. Chance's view on
marriage, even when I have signified my general
support to his realism. If our modern psychopa-
thology can be invoked to bring to the fore facts of
repression and the evil consequences thereof as an
argument for the loosening of the marriage tie, it must
be remembered that it is equaliy possible to invoke
anthropology. and. sociology -to enlighten us on the
facts of social evolution in the course of which the
coneepts of the marriage bond and chastity have been
forged as the most snpitabje instruments of social peace
and sfability. It is a real pity that some.of our
modern writers on social problemg are very much in
a hurry to apply all too readily the  isolated findings
of a single geience, Ours ,should be 2 scientific rea-
liam on ¢il fronts. Human life no doubt ought to be
governed in the light of the best that we possess by
way of scientific knowledge; but' one must be assured
that it is the best. And the best is not to be con-
founded with the latest or the most novel. Theories
the most ingenious and oncé considered to be the most
unassailable, we must réemembér, have now been rele-
gatod to the limbo of discarded fads, Indeed Mrs.
8tapledyn, who has written a Foreword to Mrs,
Chance's book under review, very acutely observes :
“ It is possible that Mrs. Chance trusis contemporary
-geience more than I do.” , .

I would therefore formulate my judgement about
the book thus ; Mre, Chance’s plea for a scientific and
realistic basis for life is a sound one ; but her con-
crote applications at places betray a lack of synoptic
vision and a haste that I am afraid borders on
superficiality, I

The book however is highly suggestive.and cep-
tainly provokes thought. Mrs. Chance’s exposition is
remarkably clear, concise, crisp. I would therefore
very rheartily recommend & careful perusal of this
book to all readers . who are interested in the eternal
problem of the conduct of our lives... . .

D. D, VADEKAR.

. THE BIBAR FARTHQUAKE

THE INDIAN EARTHQUAKE. By C. F. AND-
REWS. (Allen & Unwin.) 1935. 20cm. 130p. 2/6.
THIS book is avowedly meant for the readers outside
India, on the Continent and America, where .in
some places Mr. Andrews found the Bihar éarth-
quake passed unnoficed. The book is an appeal fo the

Waest to forgef all racial and political . considerations .
and to extend moral and material sympathies in the

name of humanitarian feelings to devastated Bihar.

. .The book unlike the official =report is full of

personal touches and the heart-rending accounts it
containg. enhance the- interest of the reader. ., The
story of the small child, for example, & derelict from a
village in the eartliquake area, wandering a dis-
tance of 200 miles all alone to Allahabad and knock-
ing at the gates of Sir. Tej Bahadur Saprii for food
and clothing, will touch the hearf of every reader
and reveal to him the tragedy of Bihar,

~ . Mr. Andrews points out that the damage done to
Bihar wag as large as that done by the earthquake
of 1923 in Tokyo. and Yokobhama. .Apartfrom the
anaterial dislocation it. involved, it resulted in the
<complete destruction of the social fabric of thé pro-
‘wince, The amuthor points out that the consequent

town and rural planning and other reconstruction..
plans should turn the curse into a blessing by re--
modelling the social life of Bikar on sound lines,

The book makes valuable suggestions to Govern-.
ment. It is pointed out that big projects. require big
minds to execute them. Government, therefore,
should seek enlightenment from Japan in this respect.
1t is suggested that permission should be secured from
the Japanese Government to allow Indian representa-
tives to study the- methods employed in the recon-
struction -of the areas that suffered from the 1923-
earthquake, :

The value of scientific research is stressed and
it is pointed out that there appears to be a close relation
between geological and metereological research in
the causes of earthquakes, The book also contains--
an interesting account of a controversy between
Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindra Nath Tagore on the
moral issues involved in the earthquake, :

This splendid work closes with an appeal to the
‘West to seize the opportunity to help India in her
distress on the same lines as in the case of Japan
and thus build up permanent and cordial relations
between the East and West.

The book has a nice get-up and is faultlegs in all .
ways except for an error of printing in the footnote-
on p. 58. The year of Jawaharlal's arrest is 1934 and
not 1933, . .

N. M J
CIVIC TRAINING.,

TRAINING FOR CITIZENSHIP. By ERNEST

SIMON & Eva M. HUBBACK. { Oxford Uni.ver-

 sity Press.) 1935. 18cm, 48p. 1/~ _
THIS is a pamphlet containing two essays on the sub-
ject,one by Mr E, D. Simonand the other by Mr. E.
M. Hubback, the Chairman and Honorary Secretary
respectively of the Association for Citizenship,
London, , L ' L
.. In his essay on " The Case for Training in Citi-
genship in a Democratio State ” Mr. Simon reviews the
progress made in education in Western countries and
comes to the conclusion that the education given so-
far has been defective in many respects, that it has
créated ‘unemployment and has not made the world
secure from war. This, in his opinion, isdue to the
inadequate character of the education given fo our
boys and girls, which does not fit them properly to
play their roles as good citizens. A good citizen,
according to the author, “must possess a sense of
gocial responsibility and the will to sink his own
immediate interests and the interesta of his class in
the common good.” More than education along set
lines, it is the high standard of traditions of public
life sef up in the country that -will produce good
citizens, - o ,

_ In thé second essay on “Methods of Training for -
Citizenship”, Mr. Hubback unfolds & very interesting
gcheme of studies. He postulates one essential condi-
tion for the success of any scheme of education which
may be applied with equal force to other departmenta-.
of human activity. According :fo him, if any - scheme
of studies is to yield its full results, it musi to a very
lsige extent depend upon the teacher of the right.
type who cares intensely every moment of his waking
bours for the welfare of his country. He rightly
emphasises the part, the important part, such subjects .
ag Geography, History, Economics, Politics, Science, .
Current History, and Social Studies play in the train-
ing of a citizen. Thus any scheme of education in- -
tended for good citizens in any country should have for
its goal the imparting of a knowledge of the princi--
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-ples of life, through health. character, intelligence,
friendship, literature and the fine arts, and the under-
-standing of ‘the main . springs of human: activity
-through history, sciemcs, -economics and politics.

" This essay points to the above ideal in a gensral
way. - . -

. At the same time, it must be said that both the

. authors are not mera doctrinairs educationists. They
. are conscious of the many difficulties that beset the
path of educationists. They offer valuable sugges-

- tions on problems that may aris2 in giving effect to
. & scheme like the one adumbrated in the book undar

It is no exaggeration to say that the book will be
found eminently useful by educationists and students
- of publio affairs. But the suggastions made in this

book require a more elaborate freaatmsnt for a fullerr

- .comnprehension of the schema. '
S. R. VENKATARAMAN.

SINGAPORE.

"THE LIGHTS: OF. SIVNGAPOHE- By ROLAND
* “BRADDELL. ( Methuen. ) 1934. 20cm. 204p. 7/6.
WITH Mr. Braddell singing praises of Singapore, with

. & heart full of appreciation of the good that many

races have done 10 ii, the charms of the city become
all the more irresistible. Other and more modern
. ¢ities there are in' the Empire but unlike Singapore
- they contain more alloy of racial animosities than the
. .gold of fellowship of citizens of all races. To most
pentimental lovers of places, Singapore holds no
appeal because “ it has no history like India or
+-China,” but the spice trade that has passed through it
throws a romantic halo round it, On the whole the
- —city deserves better than being ignorantly described
. .88 a tropical hell not worth being born in for a white
man. Whatever else its inhabitants do, they certainly
- do not as Fleet Street gossip has it, pull up tigers in
- their nets.” As Mr. Braddell says, its " terrible
~climate is in reality quite a reasonable one.” Among
- other things it is said of Singapore that it possesses
no culture of its own, but with Mr. Braddeil * I am
inclined to. believe fhat wherever you find a cultured
man or woman you have culfure.” '

Like Bombay, Singapore givas the imprassion of
" having partly risen out of the sea and it does not
- appear ag if Sir Cecil Clementi, its Governor, has at
-all become unpopular for aceomplishing this costly
beautification -of the city. - Unlike Lord Lloyd, Sir
*-Ceeil Clementi made amends by enabling Singapors
- to withstand * the economic storms of the past four
years ; we have large surplusas, little public debt, low
taxation, and a more than balanced budget. . How
many places in the world can say that?™ o

Being the gatekeeper of world trade, there is

- accommodation in Singapore for representatives of all
races, Great-hearted in this respect, “ from a social
point of view, our greatest weakness lies in the marked

. dxsproportlgn of the males over females amongst many
races, particularly the white ones and the Chinesge.”
As though not he but an outside agency is at work
to make a sexual sinner of the white man, Braddell
remarks: “The young white maa in Singapore runs a
most ghastly danger which it is utterly unfair to put
in his way. There is no easy companionship between
- the sexes and when he doss mest white women, it is
rarely under conditions that are entirely normal”

Being far- less capable of self-restraint and not the -
-salnt that he is°made out to be, he feels that he hag .
-been unjustly dealt with in that “ since 1930 a rigid

campaign of suppression has been forced upon ue so
that white prostitutes have been driven away entirely
and brothels of all kinds have been closed down, But
unfortunately you cannot close down human nature.
The result, has been sly prostitution and widespread
venereal dissase, ruined careers, and 'groke_n_ health,
a terrible price to pay fox moral enthusiasms.”

Of the many redeeming features of Singapore,
there ig one that does it immense credit and that is
that the city gives ungmdging hospitality to the Gods
of many pzople.. 'Not only are the Christian, Muslim,
Hindu, and Buddhist Gods seen’ to.live in friendly
neighbourhood but,K what is more praiseworthy, the
Hindu Gods are known' ta be better-behaved than in
India. Whereas the Hindu Gods in India live in un-
approachable . quarantines, ' the Hindu temple of
Singapore is open to visitors at any time during the
day and they will be shown courteously all that is to
beseen. A great reception is held at the temple to
which all are welcome whatever their race or creed.”

On the Malay Peninsula a different political
system prevails, Alongside of the British Colony of
Straitg Ssttlements which was once & dependency of
the Government of India, there are the. locsely fede-
rated Malay states which are jealously protected by
the British In a way “ the hand of the Malayan Civil
service lHes strong upoun-the land,” ‘Possessing a finer
political ‘outlook than that of the Europeans of India,
Mr. Bradde]l is glad “that the bureaucratic domination
is to be curbed, which seeins to have upset some of the
English Press Barons very much.” Y

Uniike the European of India who is never tried
of calling the Indian ugly names, Mr. Braddell thinks
very well of the Malaya.

They are the most loveable, kindly people one counld
know, and far more efficient than they ever get credit for.
If you tell a man in Beason and out.that he islazy and
wil! not work, he will lose all ambition ; - and if you let his
country be overrun by all manmer of exploiters be wily
deteriorate more and more...and a truly Britich Muddle
ensues, ’

Though regarded as uncivilised to-day and called
a sex mongter in the bargain, it fills us with pride to
hear from Mr. Braddell that we played 'a dignified
part as colonigers of Malaya and “that the Malaya
Archipelago was studded with prosperous Indian

colonies while large Indian ehips plied  regularly
 between India and China, - The mors one studies the

subject, the more : one realises -the immense debt
Malaya owas to India for language, religion, custom,
litorature and general culture.’™ * = "7

It is a most illuminating cultural treat to see
Singapore and its purroundings with $he eyes of Mr.
Braddell who is a more raverant lover of the Empire
than those who craate bitterness of feeling. With the
addition- of- a chapter confaining a description of the
fearful dimensions of the Naval base, the author will
maks his book infinitely more interesting.

K. VENUGOPAL RAO.

SHORT NOTICES.

THE NEW CONSTITUTION OF INDIA.
- B&-JS;IK? LAHIRI F@nJB.TK'%wEmm}i— The
Politios Club, Caloutta) 21 cm. 1936. 398 p.
Rs. 4—4—0‘_ S . oy
NOW that the noew Indian constitution is put on the
gtatute hook it is natural that the teachers should be-

_stir themgelves to prepare.constijutional fexts for the
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use of their students, and also * for the general reader’,
The actual text of the Act and the exceptionally large
number of reports and memoranda that have accom-
panied its framing supply very large material for
the authors. Messrs. Lahiri and Banerjee have usad
the available material with great care and have
produced a handy and readable book. The book is
calculated to serve the purpose of a general introduc-
tion to the new Government of India Act.

The first chapter supplies a brief yet expressive
introduction which presents the salient historical
stages of constitutional evolution in their proper pers-

tive. The new Indian constitution is eo full of
constitutional anomalies® that any attempt at a
reasonable reconciliation of any of them is bound to
fail. TItis best to recognise that as yet the stage has
not arrived in Indian political evolution where a
definite political consensus among a large portion of
the citizen body moulds the nation’s constitution on
the basis of some generally aceepted scheme. The new
Indian constitution is expediency, compromise and
mistrust, combined into one. In such a case any but a
predominantly analytical book is bound to be difficult
to write. Even if one were written its appeal is likely
to be limited.

Under these special circumstances it is highly
creditable to fhe authors that they have produced a
book which combines history, analysis, exposition and
criticism in right proportion. The book will be used
-with advanfage both by students and teachers of the
Indian constitution.

D. G. KARVE.

RATES OF FOOD CONSUMPTION BY T1

- FAMILIES OF TENANT CULTIVATORS
1IN THE KHANEWAL TAHSIL, MULTAN
DISTRICT. By SARDARI LAL. ( The Board of
Economic Enquiry, Punjab.) 1935. 25em. 193 p.
Re, 1-8-0. '

THIS is a survey of the food consumption of 71 fami-
lies of tenant-farmers of the Britain Cotton Growing
Association’s farm. Consumption of wheat, meat,
milk andgram is studied in detail. The figures arriv-
ed at by the investigator generally tally with those
given by the Association. A few families of Chris-
tians and the Musalies are very poor and their food
consumption consequently is very low. The food
graing grown and got by the tenants as their share
generally sufficed for their consumption. This is a
happy feature. It is told that the consumption details
collected are given in the appendices. This provides
very valuable material for many economic and diete-
tic studies.

N.S.S.
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