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Topics of the dteek,

l—ngenlous But Unconvincing,

LET it not be supposed that the Government's
refuss]l to give effect to the Assembly’s wishes in
yogard to the reduction of the price of postcards from
nine to six pies bad only financial considerations to
support it. The non-financial considerations geem
to have been put forward for the first tims * in the
upper air and calmer House,” to borrow Sir James
Grigg's characteristic description of the Council of
State. When the Finance Bill in the form recom-
mended by the Viceroy after its rejection by the-
Arsembly came before that august body, Sir Frank
Noyoce attempted & defence of the retention of the
prica of the postoard at the exigting level. As
will be seen, the defence was more ingenious than
convinocing,

L ] * *

IT appeared from his speech that the gap of R,
50 lakhs that would have been oreated by a reduction
of the price of the posteard did not, comparatively

speaking, have much terror for Sir Frank Noyece, |

His principal grouse ageinst it was that it would

benefit the town-dweller rather than the wvillager |

whose use of the postcard was proportionately
smaller than that of those. living in towns,
But, may it be enquired, whoever really asked
for the reduced price of the postesrd in the
name of the rural population? - The demand for a
lower-priced postosrd is, as Sir Frank Noyce cught
to know, based on a consideration of the economio
diffioulties of people of limited means, irrespective
of the fact wbether they live in towns or villages.
To fry to make it appear as If the concession, in the

aevent of its being effective, would conduce to the
benefit of the town-dweller rather than to that of
the poor villager and to oppose it on that ground
is to be guilty of misrepresentation. The distortion
might not have been iIntentional in the present case
but is none the less blameworthy on that account,

™ » »

Sir G. H. Hidayatallah and Joint Blectorate:.

SIR GHULAM HUSSAIN HIDAYATALLAL'S presi-
dential address tothe first session of the al11-India Local
Self-Government Conferende beld at Delhi is fuli of
construotive suggestions for the reform of locsl
bodies, Whatever view one may hold about the new.
Reforms as & measure of political appeasement, it is
hardly open to question that they will liberalise the
constitution of our Legislative Councils and consi-
derably widen the franchise.  Since the legisiatures
are to be demooraticed, it follows that our local
bodies too which are looked wpon as a trsining
ground for self-government should undergo a similar
process, This, he remarked, could be brought about
by the totsl elimination or at any rate the reduction
to the minimum possible of the element of nomina.
tion in them,

* » »

Af regards the oxtensfon of the franchise, Sir
Ghulam Hussain made no secret of his preference for
adult suffrage if that was practicable. Nor is his
partiality fo.r-f adult suffrage merely sentimental or
irrational ; it is baced on sound rational considers-
tions, Separate electorates, as everybody: knows,
ensure the return to legiclative or . local bodies of
a stated number of representatives of the minorities.
That. anti-giemooratio and enti-national method of
representation has to be tolerated because the fran-
chise 1s not sufficiently wide. If if is so enlarged
that the electorate becomes a faithful refloction of
the strength of the different sections of the population,
separate electerates: will becoms .needless. Sir
Ghulam Hussain points out with great force that
adult sufirage is such a device and that its adoption
will achieve the very purpose which meparate ele-
ctorates are intended to serve, The plea- as coming
from an ex-Minister of an important and advanced
province like Bombay will, we hope, not fail to
attract the notice that it deserves.

] * »

FATLING adult suffrage, how is representation to
be guaranteed to minorities ? 8ir Ghulam Hussain
does not think that for this purpose separate electo-
rates are an absolute and unavoidable necessity. FHe:
thinks that joint electorates with plural member con-
stituencies and the cumulative vote with or without
reservation of seats for minoritios ‘weuld -gerve the:
purpose equally well, With the admitted superiority

- of joint to separate electorates from tha national

point of view the method of representation advooated
with such strength of conviction by Sir Ghulam-
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“‘Hussain Hidavatallah deserves to be mdopted not
-only in the elections to local bodiss, but to the

degislatures as wall.
L * L

“Compulsory Education in Cochin.

READERS of this paper need not be reminded
of the fact that educationally Cochin is one of the
most advanoced States in India, in which nearly four-
“fifths of the total school-age population is in receipt
-of instruction, This can be said of only a few
among the States, while British India cannot even
be mentioned in the same breath-—so woefully it is
behind Cochin in the educational field. But though
Qochin has such an ndmirable record it has still
-some leeway to make before the universalisation of
education can be said to be an accomplished fact in
thet State. 1t was in order to hasten the advent of
that day in the Biate that a bill seeking to make

primary education free and compulsory was recentiy .

‘brought before its Legislative Council. The legis-
lation was not intended to cover the whole State all
at once but was to be introduced only in select aress.
‘8o keon was the Council vpon the introduotion of
this reform that it expressed its readiness even to
-bear additional taxation for the purpose,

. % %

THE Dewan, though not opposed to the Bill, tried
to press the claims of consolidation rather than of
-expansion of eduoation in the State, His own view
was that in stend of spending money on starting new
-gchools and increaging the number of pupils, it would
be befter policy to econcentrate the resources of
-the State on making the existing educationsl institu-
-tions move efficient by improving their housing
- -accommodation, by improving the quality of instrue-
tion and by introducing similar cther measures, Bul
the reasoning advanced by the Dewan had liitle
-effect ou the Council which eventually referred the
Bill to a Select Committee with instructions to report
in four months.

% - i * %

Attack on Hindi and Gurmukhi.

THE commotion aroused by the N, W. F. Govern.-
ment’s ciroular against the use of any other ianguage
but Urdu as the medium of instruction in schools
shows no signs of abatement. A representation
protesting against the oircular hse recentlv been
-addressed to the wife of the Governor by a number of
‘Hindu and Bikh mistresses in the provinos, in which
her intervention is sought for preventing the per-
petuation of this iniguitous arrangement. It is
perhaps inoorrect to describe .the circular as bynning
<the use of Hindj and Qurmukhi in the educational
“institutions of the province, ms is done i1 some
-quarters, All thut it does is to warn them ngainst
expecting any Government grant in case Hinii or
-Gurmukhi continues to be in use as the medum of
-instroction, which in effect amounte to ngking them
-to divcontinue the use of the non-Urdu iunguages.
(A little reflection will show how ithis would in
rpractice be the result of the effectuation of ths
~oircular, Private enterprise in the edue.rio- al
rfield being whakt it is, it will not need much mental
-offort to see that in the absence of G vernment gra t
~there would hardly be any sch-o's which would
1be able to maintain & decent existence.

» » L ]

Review of Clove Legislation.

THE Zangibar Government’'s exverience of the
-working of the clove legislation durinz the last
twontv-one monthe is apparently nor very happy.
Otherwise we would not be hearing about their desire

to have it examined by a competent authority. The
desire has indeed already assumed practical shape
and a chartered accountant from England in the per-
son of Mr. Binder will soon be on the #pot, subject-
ing the working of the legisiation to closs sorutiny,
While we have no intention of prejudging the results
of his inquiry, we should not be surprised if some of
his conclusions bear out the contentions repeatedly
urged by our countrymen against the legislation. Inthe
raeantime we strongly support the suggestion made
to the Government of India by the Imperial Indian
Citizenship Association about the deputation of a
competent officer to Zanzibar with a view to helping .
the Indian community in the preparation and pre-
sentation of its case. The suggestion is timely and

opportune, and deserves to be acted upon, There can ~
he little doubt that the Indian community in
Zsnzibar will highly value the suggested help. In
anny oase the Government of India should lose no
time in asking for opportunities for being heard at

the contemplated inquiry,
+* » [ ]

Right of Prior Consultati'on.

Two European members of the Kenya Exeoutive
Council, Lord Franois Scott and Major Cavendish
Bentinck, have resigned. The event is too important
to pass unnoticed in England and has as & matter of
fact aitracted prominent attention’in Parliament,
Though the text of their resignations is not yet
available to us it is gathered from the Kenya papers
that the step was taken by them as a protest against
their not being consulted by the Governor on his
propogsl to disband the Kenya Defence Force, As
our readers are aware, this proposal has since receiv-
oed the sanction of the Secretsry of State for the
Colonies.

* * *

WE need not pause to Inguire whether the
Governor was legally bound to oall the Europeans
into consultation prior to the subwission of his pro-
possl to the higher autherities and wheather in not.
doing so be commiited & breach of the law. If this
bad been the oase the Europeans w:ould obviously
not bave resorted to this form of protest but would
hve challenged the Governor’s action in a court of
law, Apart from this, however, there can be no two
«p'nions that the principle involved in the Europeans’
protest is ahove reproach, It is that no aetiva affact-
iny the iuterests of any community, white or coloured,
should be taken by the Governmeut without the
community concernsd being allowed a hearing,

* % -

BUT the Europeans do not fight for the universal
application of this unexceptionable prineiple. They
want that right only for their own community, It
i~ & pity thatthey should refuge to other communities
a right upon which they insist with such vehemence,
But itis no use blinking the fact that hasall long
b : n their attitude—an attitude which has alienated
them trom other communities. They ought in fajr-
vess to recognigse that other conmunities have as
much right to prior consuitarion about ma: ters affect-
ing their well-being as the Europeans. If they would
hercafter not cavil at the extension of that right
to ot er eommunities as well, the disbandment of
the Kenya Defenice Force without their being pre-
viougly heard about it may be said to bave been a
blessing in disguise.

- * *

Jhabua.

A BROCBURE bas been brought out under the
auspices of the Jhabua State Peuple’s Conference in
which is given an acconnt of the misrule prevailing
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in the State. The people of the State appear to be
partioularly unlucky in their rulers in that for a
period of close upon forty years they do not seem to
know what efficient and just administration is. '!‘he
" public discontent with the ex-Raja’s reign extending
over 36 years apparently rose to such a Pltch that the
Viceroy was foroed to advise him to abdicate. It was
fondly hoped by the subjects of the State that his
abdication would see an end of their woes.
» * *

WHEN during the post-abdioation period the form
of the new administration was the subject of negotia-
tion between the Political Department and the ruler,
it was expeoted, not without reason, that the ad-
ministration would be entrusted to a Dawan who
would work under the general supervision of the
Political Agent. Whether that plan was abandoned
beoause it did not commend itself to the ruler we do
not know definitely.- All that is known is that at his
instance a Council of administration was set up.
Inthe words of the A. G. G. the Council was created
to give the pesople “the bénefit of juat, efficient
and honest government ", and to tackle the “ many
grievances which will need attention and redress.”

* *» -

FAR from helping to pour oil upon trouble:l
waters, the Council added fuel to the fire of public
discontent by pursuing a repressive polioy in relation

to public movements. It signalised its assumption:
of the charge of the adminisiration by the issue of
ordinanoes heavily penalising any attempt “to oreate-
hatred or discontent amongst the subjects of the
Stats " and by declaring the Vyapari Sangh an illegal
assooiation. Onoce again the hope of tha people of
securing the benefits of good government has been
dashed to the ground.
* [ ] *

THE pamphlet abounds in instances of official
high-handedness and wanton waste of the resources
of the State, to which a roference is not intended here.
But, broadly speaking, the quarrel of the State
subjeots is really with the constitution of the Courncil:
of administration which, itis loudly complained, is
not managing the affairs of the State fairly and justly.
It is tharefore desired that the Council should be
replaced by an Indian membar of the I C. 8. with
instruotions to place the administration on & basis of
justice and fairness and to organise local bodies imn
towns with a population of 1,000 and more. Whether
the suggestions emanating from the People’s Conier~
ence prove acceptable to the authorities or not, we
hope it is not too muoch o expect that the staie of
affairs disolosed in the pampblet will not pass un~
notioed by them,

HOW TO FEND OFF THE NEW CONSTITUTION ?

ANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU has the
heartiest congratulations of all sections of Indian
opinion on his election to the presidential chair of
the Congress. He needs, and will sureiy receive in
full measure, also the sympathy of all progressive
political parties for being called to this exfremely
difficult, though much.prized, office in & year which
is the most crucial among recent years in this coun-
try. We are entering upon a new chapter in our
hisory. Somae of us thought, perhaps foolishly, that
it was going to be a glorions chapter, in which the
era of political struggle was to end and that of poli-
tical achievement was to begin. We know now,
however, that {he new chapter is going to be far mora
pinister than any that we have left behind; it is u
chapter in which political struggle will only be
intensified and polititical achisvement will have no
chance. We are indeed entering a new danger zone
—with moze enemies to faoce and with fower resour-
ces at command. The Britishh Government appears to
withdraw from a large sphere of administration, but
only after taking good care that new vested interests
. are oreated which will constantly be looking to it for
protection and that no constitutional avenues will be
open to Indians to diclodge them from their position.
The stranglebold of the British Government will be
no less complete because it will leave the Indian
privileged oclasses to meet the brunt of popular
oppoeition in the first instance. If we are to emerge
from this danger zone without shipwreck we need at
the helm of our affairs & men who not only has su-
preme courage but who has a totally different outlook
upon the questions that confront nue—one who will
fight privilege wherever it may reside, whether
nnder a white or & brown skin. Whatever the final

outcome, we know that the fight cannot start under-
better anspices, Pandit Jawaharlal is just the kind of
leader for whom the times bave called. He will la—
bour with flaming geal and tireless patience to ‘save

tae country from the blight that seems about to falk
on it,

How to fend off the attack of the new constitu-
tion is the question before the country. We have no-
knowledge of the means that next week he wilk
recommend his countrymen to adopt for the purpose;
They may be different from those that we have beenr
advooating. But of onre thing we feel certain. He will
not ask his countrymen in the altered circumstances-
of the eountry to look upon Swaraj—not oligarchie
but demooratic Swaraj—as but an irritating vision of
what never can be, He will not ask them to put
aside the yearnings of their heart since no prospeoct
of their realisation appears in gight. And that is the-
mosk important thing. We want a leader who will
fear not to rise up in defence of a cause which,.
though it appears to be almosé lost for the moment,
js worthy of the uttermost saorifices on our part. We-
have no doubt that whatever be the particulsr policy
that Pandit Jawaharlal will propose to the Congress,.
it will not. be a policy of tame aoquiescence in the
new constitufion, it will not be a policy of resigna--
tion—a policy into which several leaders are trying
to manoeuvre the country. His will be a policy of
which the main aim will be to keep up an attitude of
opposition amonget the progressives. Let us hope
that it will be as much informed by a sense of realism
as by s epirit of idealism and that it will enable a.
Progressive Bloco to be formed—asomething like the
Third Party in the United States—which will not
falter in resisting the Indian oligarchy that will
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come into power under the new regime, for it is by
registing this Indian oligarchy that we can af all
hope to resist the British bureaucracy. What the
result of such attempts at resistance will be no one
can foretell, The times are much too grim fora
facile optimism. Buia benumbing scepticism will
be even more fatnl. It is far better to try nobly and
fail than not to try at all. It will be easy to pour
ont scorn on any plana that may be put forward to
defeat & constitution that is water-tight and sealed
sgainst all change. IL.et those who have criticisms
to offer exercise their intelligenca, not in ridiculing
thoge who are engeged in finding their way about in
a desperate situation, but in improviag those plans so
that we can put mora dynamite into the measares
that we may decide upon,

Destiny scems to have placed at the head of the
largest political party in India this year 8 man who
has gmall faith in constitutiona in order to fighta
constitution which is both reactionary and unalier-
able. Constitutionalists have failed utterly in
securing from the British Government reforms which
have any chance of being accepted by the country.
If the reforms had made but a halting progress in
the beginning but were susceptible of growth in the
near future by normal oconstitutional means they
would have had some chancs. But reforms which are
not merely a step back but which sesk to make
reactionarism permanent in the country can receive
no honest trial even at the bands of constitutionalists.
Even if the British Government had done nothing
elee ‘but to refrain from imposing upon Indians a
constitution which they have demounced with one
accord but just loft them whers they are, constitu-
tionaliam might have hoped to keep its end up, As
it is, even constitufionalists will be eompelled to
devise mesns of foiling the British Government's
object in saddling the country with the new con-
titution. India is in some respects in s position
similar to that in which Germsny finds herself today.
Germany has to fight the dictate of Versailles: India
bas to fight the dictate of the Hoare comstitution.
Moderate German politicians used ail their sweet
reasonableness in persuading the statesmen of victor
countries to mitigate the severity of the terms of the
Versailles Treaty in actual practice. But all their
entreaties fell on deaf ears. The very failure of
moderate politicians gave rise in Germany to
Naziiem, which knows nothing about the sanctity of
treaties and which is prepared at the slightest provo-
cation to tear up ail the treaties in the world, Even
Hitler they could have managed to keep frem open
acts of defiance if they had been more responsive to
Ais fair and just demanda. But thbey continued to be
unresponsive, thus only adding to Hitler’s truculenoce.
Liet the League of Nations Council pass any number
of resolutions protesting against Germany's unilateral
repudiation of treaties. They will make no impression
upon neutral observers, for these observers know that
treaties are saored only in so far as they are based
upon equity and justice,

Imagine a statesman of Mr. Lloyd George’s
standing and one bepides who had & bjg hand in

drafting the Versailles Treaty declaring publioly
that Germany is not wholly to blame in rearming n
defiance of the terms of the Treaty, He said in the
House of Commons on 10th March: “I do not think
France is in a position to point the finger of scorn ak
Germany on the ground of treaty-breaking. Germany
has been reckiess, Germany bas been rash, Germany
has broken a tresty, but in s ocourt of equity she
could call evidence which any judge would say
provided some mitigation of her folly. Fortwelve
years or more France has refused to carry out her
undertaking to disarm. Even after Loocarno, which
was intended partly to provide a basis for disarma-
ment, France has incremsed her armaments year
after yonr. Bhe is not in a position to talk about
treaty-breaking.” The history of Germany's rearma-
ment is very instructive. She began by proposing
the abolition of sair warfare. Her propoeal waas
not accepted. Then she declared herself to be
ready to accept 30 per cent. of the air forces
of the combined European Powers who were her
neighbours, or 50 per cent of the French air
force, whichever was less. She also proposed that
she should have no bombing aeroplanes, That
proposal also wae rejected. Thereupon ocame her
latest propoaal for mir parity, and this was acoom-
panied by a public statement by General Qoering,
the German Air Minister : “When other countries
deoide to eliminate their air forces altogether we will
nof hold back. If they say they will do it within
two years Germany will follow suit.” In regard to
land forces Qermany first proposed land effectives
of 300,000 men for herself. The proposal was not
considered and Germany now claims 3% divisions,
which means a maximum land army of 550,000 men,
Thus expansion in armsmené is going on, and it
will go on indefinitely—¢iil she goes bankrupt—in
order that Germany may successfully assert her
olaim to equality. First the humiliation of defeat,
toen the blockade causing siarvation and death of
large numbers of children, and the truncation of
(German territoriee—ihese things are burnt into
Germany’s mind, and there will be no forgetting
them wunless other Powers change thejr attitude
towards her.

The dictate of the Hoare oconstitution will simi-
larly give fuil rein to extreme elements in India, and
the moderate elements will be thrown inko the back-:
ground so far as popular agitation is concerned,
though in the government all vested interests will
predominate. Moderate progressives can only hope
to make their contribution by keeping popular agi-
tation on praotical lines. - They would be powerlesa
to oppose the movement for resisting the new conati-
tution even if they wished to do so. If the Govern~
ment feels that the acoession of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru to power is a danger, it has brought danger
upon itself. Bo far as Indian progressives are con-
cerned, they wish all strength to his elbow in giving:
fight to the bureanoracy and the reactionary elements-
in the conntry and will co-operate with him in de-
vising ways whioch are at once sound and practicable.

it
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HE recent speech of Bir R. K., Shanmukbam
Chelty in-couneotion Wwith a zesolution inthe
Coohin ‘Leglslative' Oouncil msking for oconsti-

tutional "reformd 1o’ the State -has: Fightly attyaoted
donafderable stteotion fo/ the Endian - press.’  ‘The
standidg of the'ersfwhile'Bwatajlst &nd ex-president
of the Legislative Assembly noless thanthe exalted
position he-holds fn the State attaotes a siguificance
€0 bis utterance’far béydnd what the moment and the
placa would themselvad warmant: 1€ is-fndeed diffi-

oflt to ‘imagine that'such ‘an-important pronounds- -

fhont on the 'relations of Tndian states with the Para-
motnk Powdr could’ have been made by him excapt
aftor prolonged aid 'ahxioud consultation  withthe
British anthorities. Andthus thd poiot vaised mssu-
més unexpected Bignifoarice 'in' the eyes of all thaose
foterpsted in' the bause of réspensible’ government
in"Indian States. --* - T el e e

" - Sir Sbaymukbam’s view had better be given in
his own words: " The Raler of anindian Btate die-
charges “ his' - obligations - towards thie -Paramount
Power becanse legally he is'an mutocrat: bnd the
problem 'was how far he could recounile this ‘with the
divesking of that responsibility with regerd to the
internal administration of -the State. ™ -In ' other
waorde, there ‘being a bilateral contract betwesn the
Ruler on the one hand and the British ‘Crown on the
other, neither party may transfer its obligationg
to a third “without the consent of that other. The
British Government firsb used this argunment at the
R.T. C. in stressing the izipossibility of responsible
government in the Centre without a Federation.
In the other case, it argued that without ‘the
Princes- releasing the British Government from
its obligations, the laiter could nok travsfer them
to a democratically governed Indis. In particular,
the duty of rendering military aid to the
Princes could not be iransferred for a long time to
come becauds the Princes are not Tikely to be fna
hurry in agreeing to such transfer. Thus the estence
of the. argument is that responsible government in
India was’ not ‘podsible wittiout 'the" oonsetit ‘of the
Princes. - "I short, no Central responsibility withous
Federation.. -~ oo S S
“*"'Tha same tale is now told by Sir Shanmukham
bug froni: the other end.” He conjures up he British
Crown as the power whose consent is needed “if the
Princes- are to ‘trapsfer - any part of their treaty
obligations to' their ‘peoples. Otherwise they would
be guilty’ of breaking® their part of the' contrdct,
Reaponsible government in the States is not indeed
rided ot bot'ft is made b 'distant corsummation
to'be devoutly prayed for. Whenever it might be
reslised and at every stage of ‘its realisation,
the ‘consent of the British Qovernment would be a
edndition prescdent. ' ‘Thus in effect the Princes and
the British authoritles have etitered into’ an unholy
combination.” When British Tndia ssks for respone
siblg govarnment. the Princes mre indicated as the
party whosd consent is necessary. And on the other
hiavid,' ‘when  States” sfbiécth “esk’ ‘for ‘responsible

government the Savereign Power i pointed qut ang’
itg oonscnt fo adld ¢ bo nedemsary, In this managr,.
ft:q trestles betweon the Rulars and the British Crowp
are heing utilised to stend the progress of lsmooracy.
ia British frdia ps woll as in Princely Tndia, ..
The Princes have always been complaining of
the undefined rights glaimed by the Crown by yirtyg-
of $he-treaties. They - hoved .tha} the Butler: Com--
mittes would afford them somg relief by-ppecifying-
inatters. But the response they got, from that body:
qn the point may correctly be summed up.ip Lorg:
Reading's well-known _dictum: that Paramouatog
shall romain paramount. §ir Shanmukham’s regent:
propouncement, -elearly showy that the: gegue-
language of the treaties is being ayailed of by:ithe-
States as against their peoples. Nothing :indeed .in-
the freaties can be specifically pointed . oub ag-
militating against respongible government. on- #ither-
sido of the politioal borders in India. But within she-
tange itslf of those doopments; the Bulers csn.
dony, or at any rate postpng responsible: goverp~-
ment to their peoples -on the score of . Britein's-
gopsent being needed therefor. And on the other
hang Britain can deny respopsible government even
ot thie stage fp British Indis f #nadequate number-
of States do not join the Federstion. She will be-fyjiy -
evtitled tq do so on the ground advanoed by her at-
the B. T. C. that withou$ federation therg gomld-bp ag -
responsibility at the Centre, The sinister poesibilities..
of the Government of Iadia Act of 1935 however-
and in particular of the new interpretation. of -the~

 relationship betwoeen the States and the British Crown.

are by no means exhaupted with phis, It is said that-
the Indisn princes are opposed to the Indianisation-
of the Political Department. Perhaps they mre': buk-
in any esse, Indians could be excluded on that-
ground from that Department. The same plea: was-
advauced gt the R: T, G, when fhe replagement, even.
gradunl, -of British froops by Indian-was urged..
Indianisation of the Army, even with its shrinking:.
ooniibtatiot i, e is well-known, poropously called sa-
experiment today; fthe irtention presiingbly - belhg td--
have ‘the resérve power ‘fir-one's hand tt be able td-
say, if and‘when the need arises that''thé *szxpetiment:
has falled and thas to holdup the tranafer of military

résponaibility to Indians, - Thé word’ “experiment **
thus provides the' firstk lodphole foi ‘rétreak fn' the -
ratter. - And the:eeeond -'would ‘e ' to* ‘say that
the ‘consent’ of the Princes is needed before Britaln'-
could lranéfer hor obligation to-defend them b &.
democratically governed India. Thus both the Princes..
and‘Britain * dan-leasily- Bupport and ! strengthen

each ‘other in their reactionary roles while ‘posing ak

the 'sdme: time~ to'! be ‘most solicitous about thé

' progress and proéperity "of the: péoples under their
| refpective “oharges, 'The 'game mierely consists in.
-each pointing tothe ofher .ns the villuin of the pisde;.

Perhdps it was in'one of his: undress’ moments tHak .

| Lord: Morley :idnce ‘defibed * politics 4’ heithera.

science tior B art'but as'a dodge.:

% An' Indish 'Cbse'xj‘v"rei-'”"" in; the course of his-
“ Political Comments™ irf " the’ Statesmant of the 8tb
Msrch briters tho 1fkfs as the’ unkhown' champion of:
wentad woFoldio Wi lha PP PR NONYE NS (AR 4

-
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~4he ' much-criticised ” Dewan of Cochin. He holds
-that Sir Shanmukham’s speech merely states 8 plain
-¢ruth without sugarcoating it. Ard_tobutiress the
-position that Britain has every right to give or with-
. hold her consent to the introduction of responsible
government in the States, he invokes the support of
~oertain Indien politicians in British India who at
times urged Britain to see tbat the internsl adminis-
-tration of the States was improved by the introduoc.
tion of responsible government therein or
40 seoure such introduction before they were
-admitted into the Federation. This argumentisn
‘bragen piece of sheer sophistry, Apart from the
fact that the undefined nature of Paramountey will
~ongily admit of apy sattribute being added on to it,
4he mere invocution by British Indian politicians
-of certain powers of intervemtion by the Crown
jn the internal saffaire of the States does not
-necesgarily mean that such powers are acknow-
‘ledged to exist, Far from Crown intervention in the
-cause of 'constitutional reforms in the States ever
having been resorted to, 1t has not been either
~vigorous or timely even where there was grouss
-misrule. ‘On the other hand, where it did take pisce,
-the occasions havé been hard to define 'with referance
~to any intelligible principle of law or custom. And
the Princes themselves complained of fhis to the
.Butler Committee when they wanted a codification
of the practice of the Political Department which
-was and continues to be s inscrutable as divine
-dispensation itself, British Indis roundly suggests
4hat iotervention is resorted to more often on political
.grcunds than on those of misraule, Be that as it
-may, it is remarkabls that the position now advanced
+by Sir Shanmukham does not exactly fit in either
~with the claim of Britain to be non-interferiog or with
-the evidence the States themselves produced before
the Butler Commilttee to the effect that British
-intervention was too frequent and too ill-defined.

Another sspect of the matter may now be refer-

.yed to, It is undoubted that the power to prevent
misyule does vest in Britain, But that does not

.mesn power also to prevent good rule in the shape of
-responsible government, an equation, however, which
-8 implicit in the position of the Dawan of Cochin.
The former is purely a negative hold well recogniscd

-onall bands in the past. The supreme Power has
also the right quite admittedly to advise the Durbars

- in political and sdministrative mutters, But nobody
~till now claimed for it the additional right to sanc-
~£ion or regulate in any manner the development of
.regponsible government in the States. That distine=-
~4ion had obviously been left for the renowned knight
-of Coimbatore to achieve and thus to contribute his
mite to the heavy armoury of safeguards in the

.possession of the Viceroy, this being a safeguard
.against democracy to be worked through the Politi~
-goal Department. How the Princely Order will view
- this extension of -the powers of Parasmountey still
«remsins to be seen, On the other hand, Brirain
soight not exactly relish the inoreased responsibility

.now sought to be Jaid on her shoulders for tie not
~wery creditable state of affsire obtaining in most
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Indian states. When facts are so few, it is very hard
to guess at the truth. But Sir Shanmukbam's new
reading of State treaties as well ag the recent Press
Law in the Btate both seem to suggest that his
democratio days lie fur far behind in bis memory.

- The concluding remarks of the “Indian Observer”
may also be noted here.  He oites the authority of
Gandbiji and of Mr. Bhulabhai Desai in favour of
nationalist India not meddling now with the question
of coustitutional reforms in Indian States. And he
srgues that the position of Sir Shanmukbam is
the ssme, that is** not yet™, But the anslogy is false.
The attitude of the Congress is diotated by polioy and
not by lack of sympathy. But the position of most
Princes is different. It pushes the era of responsible
government in Indian States into the dim and distant
future even aa the British Government does the grant
of Dominicn Btatup to India. And it does so onthe
ground of the deub:ful suitability of that type of
government to Indis. The difference between the
two positions is thug as great as between black and
white, Mcreover it is an open secret that the
Congress has lost its one-time hold over the hearts of
the States' people, Its attitudé regarding their
pclitical fmprovement has been notoriously weak
even as its tenderness for princely susceptibilities
bas been remarkably keen. The real feclings of the
people of British India thus cannot be gauged from
the attitude of the Congress which is guided by con-
siderationa of expediency. In truth therefore the
Princes stand to gain whethar they bargain with the
Congress or with the British Government, Thess
two have virtuslly, though perbaps unintentionaliy,
entered into a compact against’ the Btates’ people and
their political advancement,

8. P. SHARMA.

Reviews,

SOUND MONEY.

100 % MONEY. By IRVING FiSHER. ( Adelphie
& Co,, Now York.) 1935, 21em, 212p, $2.50,
YET one more plan to secure sound money. Une
dauoted by ecriticisms against the compensated
dollar plan Prof. Fisher has been persistently ham-
mering 8way at the obtusenezs of the public mind
which declines to approve “ a sound nonetary system
providing an adequate permanent currenoy spumﬂ-
fically calculated to expand co_ns:sten_tly with the
increasing population and the inoreasing ability to

produce.”

Quitae recently an interesting historical acoount
of the movement for seouring sound and stable
money frea from the evils of inflation or deflation
was published by bim. Serveral members of the
Congress have been attempting to secure gound
money by ushering in the idesl of .100/. money. .
Many billsare on the aavil advoesting the above
jdesal and s this fdea has been brought to the field of
practical politics the preseot book outlines this new
bunking plan which aims at securing banking safety.
eliminsting booms and d¢pressiocas arteing in most
oases out of debt and deflation and reducing the
national debt of the country.
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= Apart from expounding the idea of 1007, money
“jn & simple and easily understandable style Prof.
‘Fisher bas outiined a model statute coupling the
above plan with the stabilisation ideal, The twoo
predominating ideas of the book are thata 1007
money is infinitely botter than the present 107, system
of bank money and that to maximire its benefi's it
oan be safely coupled with the stabilisation polioy.
The basio conoeption underlying koth the ideas ia
‘that money and banking are two entirely d.fferent
fanctions. The issuing of money ia the prerogative
-of the Scate and the modern banks have silently and
stealthily annexed this privilege wilh the resulting
-effect th«t each bank is acting as a *little irrespon-
-mible private mint " abusing the loan and the deposit
functions, The monstary function has to be segre-
.gated by the State and nationslised and placed in the
hands of a Currency Commission, The lending
‘function alone is to be left to the banks,

At present the main monetary highway congists

of cheques or deposit money and pocket-bovk money.

"The former is created by the banks and against the
orented “ credit money " or " deposit n.oney " or

" abeque currency * banks maintain 107, cash reserve
in “ legal money . This * inverted pyramid of bank

credit” or ** wild cat irsue of credit™is at times

inflated or deflated thereby eausing harm not only to

-the banks and the borrowing customers but also to
the innocent third party, namely, the general publie,
~Great booms and depressions resulting out of infla-
-tion of bank loans and the consequent oheque money
based on them and the deflation oreated by calling

in of loans which means the destruction of cheque

money or bank deposits would be altogether elimi-

nated. A timely and heipful mitigation of booms

-and depressions would result if the 100% money’

‘were to be duly installed by the Government,

So the proposed plan is to start a Currency
‘Commission and nationalise the money management.
"The Commigsion eurrency will have to ba issued
sgainst the rediscounted promisory notes of the F. R,
Banks, to buy and eell Government bonds and
-eligible securities, to buy and sell gold and silver and
“to buy and sell foreign exchange. Any loans granted
by the Currency Commiesion on purchases made by it
“will be given in Commission ourrency or by credit in
‘the books of the Currency Commission, The Curr-
-sncy Commission has to buy nl] assets of all the
banks so as to equip esch with 100% reserve against
-deposite and notes, All bank notes have to be duly
-vetired by circulating Commission currency, Hence-
forward bank d:posits partake of the oharacter of
trust deposits. The present deposit banks can Fpe-
oialise in ereque-paying business, Saving depoisits
will not be subject to cheque-paying facilities.
Cheque-paying bsoks will ecnarge service fees or
warehouse charges for undertaking cheque-paying
business. Tbe Currency Commission has to stabilise
-the retail price 1level of index number of eost of liviog
-at & conatint level. The Currency Conmission has
constantly to improve the weollertion of the index-
number data and make it thoroughly representative,
.After covering its expenses the exzess profits would
havefo be ceded to the Tressirv. Some of the
-mipor changes to be adopted wculd b the sppeioting
-of the Post offices to conduct. deposit-att racting and
obeque-issuing business, This plan for reform would
benefit the banks most, To qiote the picturesque
language of Prof. Fisher, “the ehange would be tor
the better, sway from a precarious business with its
~terrific ups and downs and toward the safe busi-
ness of whioh bankers dream, free fron booms and
' 'depresfions and free from & sy-tem in which an
-ostensibly short loin so often means a fruzen loan™,
This one constitutionsl sufeguard would render une
-Necessary any fur.her banking legislation,

The 1007, money enables the:reaping of these
substantial advantages. It incidentally solves the
money problem by enabling us to pursue an internal
managed ourrency system and cooperate with other
cdountries in fixing the price of gold. By this method
we can recura stable internal purchasing power of
domestio currency and stabilise the foreign exchange’
rates at the same time, As the 1007 paper money re-
gulated by the Currrency Commission would ba less
clumsy and troublesone than the 100% gold stand.
ard money it ought tobe adopted without the least
hesitation. The 1007, paper money of the Currency
Commission will »till retain goli within the system.
But its monetary use will be confined to serve as a:
bridge between currancies of differont countries and-
for facilitating internationsl settlements. [t might be
that “ discretionary redemption” of interonl currenoy .
into gold and * oceasional changes in the price of
zold * might also be provided for under the new and:
ravised currency law of the country..

Mistaken reeipes like nationalization of bank-'
ing which are so univarsally recommenlded will be-
unnecessary if 1007, money issued by the Currenoy:
Commiseion were tu be adopted, It is because banks
have usurped the function of “minting money* that
many evila have arisen., If banking and money are
separated into two distinet things and money is eon-
trelied by the Currency Commission the banka can’
be left to bandle the lending buseiness alone. The
essence of banking nationalisation is- to put an end-
to tha domination of the banks, Frederick Soddy and*
other ' thinkers have already inweighed heavily”
agsainst the suggestion that “bankers should become
rulers” which they generally become in kimes of
great wars. The Currency Commission must rescue’
the Government from such bank eontrol; The Cen-'
tral Banks havé failed to secure this needed emanoi-’
pation. Their personnel, inclinations and traditions'
entitle them to perform well the rediscounting on-
the banking function. For the money management
business they are least fit, They cannot stabilise
their currency units, The conduct of banking
business and the oonircl of money business are
two incompatible things leading to wvaoillation, un-
certainty and oonfusion, As the well-known adage
says, it is difficult to serve two masters—both God"
as well as Mammon. While rediscounting on bank-
ing business ¢an be entrusted to the Central banking
authority the money-issuing and controlling busi-
ness should be placed in the hands of an indepen--
dent board called the Currency Cimmission. Both
privale as well as Government control over money
should be put an end to. '

The Currency Commisgion by ingisiing on buy-
ing Ciovernment bonds and substituting (Fovernment
bonds for corporation bonds will be tanding towsrds
the reduction of national debt. A time might come
when an embarrsssment of riches might exist as a.
vesult of the increasing flow of money through the
operations of the Currency Commission. A great relief
in the direction of paying Federal or Governmental
taxes might be forthcoming at such times, If after
abotishing the federal taxes any further surplus were
to easua it can be safely used as a “social dividend”,
to ba distributed among the people, Ceriain Socialiat
writers have described in glowing terms the
above situation, namely money of the people, by tha.
p=0;1e, to the people, That day is far ahead when this.
rosy picture can be realised in actual life, The.
1017, moaey system can secure this ideal for it does:
not depend for its successful funectioning on the.
continned existence of QGovernment debt. The.
Guvernmeut's financial condition can be vastly im-
proved out of the remuneration arising out of the
Government pervice of munaging money and provi-
ding a stable currency unit,
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.. ®he Currency, Commission need nof fail in this
task nor oan the - manjpujstion of ‘Comiogity prices
bu"onsidered’ & bugh:ar 8tandifig it the way. of ths
réalisation of this tnsk.’ Misgacting of prices need nob
b feared.- A Tairly satisfactory official index muin-
ber dan'always be secured,  The mob-rule’ manage-
mant of 'éurrency by' banks has 6 bs eliminated,
8§ aleo fhe” frresponsiblé management ¢f currency
by banks has to bé eliminated. Responsible manage-
ment of gurrency with' the  definjte object of achiev-
ing stabiligation can be “safely entrusted to the Qur-
rency Jommjssion,” * 7 et T

The Qutrency Commission, while managing the
nation's monetary standard oan, of course, provide
sbung money -but if cannot altogether prevent booms
and depressions; runs and failures of savings banks
and loan-banks-aad the recurrénce of the evils of fhe-
body -politio,namely, Jabour problems,‘evils of mone-
pbly, evils-arising -out of maldistribution of wealth,
It must, however, be'emphasised that unstable money,
whioch is by far the most responsiple cause for bank-
rupteles, unemployment and .t!aia depression can be
remedied: Unstuble moriey has been aggravating the
afher economic ‘evils, enveloping them in & dense fog
as i were. 'The 100% money by providing stable
mopey and a gpod monebary standard woudld enable
the geonomie- thinkers to yhualise' the econdmic
ovils mn‘imq.ﬁpg seciety in their true perspeciive, By
seeing” clearly the egonomio ‘evils proper remedies
oan o deyised. These can be ruade” to operate slong:
side the sound monetary stendard to provide'a radicsl
cure for the evilg. Ssfeguards for savings banks,
regulation of security’ issues, legislation for public
utiiities, for houre of labour, for minimpm wages, for
company unions and remedies’ for technological un-
employment, remedies for maldistribution of wealth

- and maldistribution” of political power can all be
rendered effective if a good monetary system were
to [unotion efficiently in any society. Stable money
allows the smcoth functioning of the private profits
system or the capitalistic system of {he modern times,
To safeguard tha capitalist system no reform is so
essential aa the ?}QZ money managed with the view
of securing stabilisation of money. If capitalism is
nct t0 be swept away by State Socialism this remedy
caonot be postponed any” further, -

B. RAMACHANDRA RAU.

PROBLEM OF. POPULATION.
THE GROWTH AND DISTRIBUTION OF
" ‘POPULATION. By §, VERE PEARSON, (Allen

& Unwin. J 1935. 24omi. 443p; 13/6,
As ¥o how ve
publio’

ulation problems are now very much in the
o' ‘ey¢ & book “on “'the  subject by an ~eminent
doottr’ ﬁptui;?ll'y “éxcites *considerable euriosity and
intérest’ “The most ' cursory teading “of the back 'is,
however, ‘enough %o reveal thé ‘fact that though
it is written by * a'doctor it ‘is_ not primariiy ‘u
medies] of physiclogieal essasy, In' fact in a book of
over”"four hdudred pages ' the only aubjoct treated
which may legifimately 'fall” within the purview of
thé man of medicine s birth control and thie does not
accup$ miich of the authof's attention. “* Dr, Pearson
refrains from pessirig* dny judgment on the one sitle
of _contraception  on ‘which ‘hie s most quslified to
decide’’"He appears to’ be unfavourably'ineclined
towards the adoption 'of these ‘methods and feels that
these ‘affedt'only thé stipetior "¢lasses In each country
and nof the pobrer dlasses to any' corsidefable extent,
I ‘any case "he' i8 ‘certain that the'fall’ in the birth
ratg‘ofl’séyéryal "Western countries is not primarily
dtib to the’ greater prevslonce of contraception and
sbortibti.” "Among sovial'factors the advance it the
marriagenble age would be placed as the fnost im-
portat fictor affdoting birth ‘rates by ‘Dr.'Pearson,
- | I

didv wanglln 3 L0

- phéncmetion thiaf, mray’

But the really curious part of the book
is that'it olalms to bd the résult of ‘& first-hand study
from }ife’s experiehce of psychology™ atd écondml:
that theé mithor bas made durfog hid fhirty yeary.
of practice, "Following Henry George, ¢4 Pearaod.
féela thut economyas ?s the ohe science“ill which thy-
speoialist 1s' giif of place,” Brery person should de-
velop'his ol éoonomics by experianbo. Dy, "Penrson_'&_
owii observations “afid 'thought have helped hii 13-
write & very intaresting thouhhf{ 10 ‘means a cog-
vincing book.” The peculiar confribution of bis book,
which deals with & varicd assoftnient’ of subjects and.
which is ‘a¢dotpanied by eevernl Interestidg thatty
sdd illustrations, ‘oonsists 'Id €ia importande that he
attnchés g'o".‘r’igbta"u ‘pfoperty, pa‘rti;iiihi'rlﬁ’i,r( lan ).
ey (he tosk importarf faotor in the popylatior sitiia-
tiotr, I effect his contention {s bhat if the ewnorshiy

lﬂ,;

of Iand §s veosted 'in thé gommutiiy jungr ft ia Jet 0
at short "leases to lndiyf u'alg. tha'rent beini dete
mined by the Ricardian principle of a nev'ravenue, .
the probleitis both ol * povetty &nd bad finanee witl by
solved;” Bach’ [adividpnl Wit have Tree acdess thuf.
i¥'to eay,'6n paynient of dcbnomic-Yent to Tand;'asd
the State' Will ba able to &bolish “all’ othe¥ tuxes tiw,
R%t’tﬁf{;“alfﬁg -héé#ﬂ?g’bii‘ﬂb’”ﬂﬁ'h‘ rgg‘éi‘n'ﬁ? tw Hstid,
*UPnis s h'"w}or’é"&ﬂﬂ' thesis",ﬁr'st. 'pq_pu'lqr'jsd,b,x'
Henry George and {ong diiéghrgi‘éif not-only by eao- -
nomists, " who'" aré persona’ jon ‘grats ‘with Hensy
George, Dr. Pearicn atjﬂ ‘theic fr,i?'m;i's. but also by
all "practicnl Teformiers.” Thal tho” meccess to Iang
should ‘be Freer than ‘'what it is'in" countries of bis
latidiord estatés is o génerally "actepfed view. B'u%_
when Dr. Pearson quotes suoh ‘ethinent” authorities .
as Sir Michael O'Dwyer and Mr. F. G, H. Andersdn in
gupport of his view that bis ideal has been well-niigh
realised in India we will get an idesa of the dispra.
pirlisnate fmportance that he altiches to rightsin
land. Ercepting the permanently ~settled areas.
the rights of private land-6wners in Lndia hava been
oongiderably ctrtailed. As Mr. Anderson claims 1t -
is the élastic tenure and equitable sssessment of land"
ravenue that haveé brought sbout the improvement of
the Indian people. ' Whether there has been such an
improvement is doubtful ; in fact Dr. Pearson himself’
does'not Feul ‘thaf it 1s ‘very pronoiirded, 'But Hig -
sitgestions "thidt the period of settlament should be
greatly "&Horfened and thiat ‘the vlsé of middlemon
1andlordsghould be checked by enltianced asséssments
att'baced ot an Indomplete undorstanding not ouly of
the Indisn sithation ‘but génear}ly of the "working’ Uf
thé' iacHinery ' of Production ‘ddd distribution. " °
S T,and is'an important' ‘factot of production sad
property' lawg. Ini fact, asDr. Poarsod Yemarks, all
social' factors now play s ‘niuch moré important parf .
ity determining"the relation ‘betwéen Man aud ‘his
environment thaii was done in the  esrier etages of
himan ° evolution™ when primary natural "fao!:o‘m.
predominated. - But the s¢hool of Heury George has.
never seen” two very “ serfous limitations ‘on ‘ita’
one-sided explanation’ of and prescription for econbd-

.mi¢ {lle. Inthe first pladce the complex economio

structure based on sclentifi¢ large-soale manufasture -
and’ internatiohsl exchange ‘cad’ by' nd stretch”of
imagination be explained sway by refarente miorel
to 1and’ legistation. “To this’ the Greorgians would -
roply that thé whole superstructure of modery in- -
dustry is based in & fundacientdl érror, Granting that -
it ‘13, the remedy suggested, viz.'1d establish’ vom.:
muhal ownership of land, ceases to ba’'very helpful..

In'the’ seconid’‘place the Cleorgiang do mot seer to -
‘have appreciated’the éxtenatons hnd transformations

of thd theory of rent that hiave ‘taken Dlace since e
dayh ‘of Ricarde,” Our’ conceptions of “rént are tto

1bfiger so definite not fortumnatel ¥ 80 ' dendly 88 they

Yot * years '6go, | Rent'is “an écoriorild -
Yoy 4Fite ADY whdre 10 the doutag.
" Yol ARt !

ayesid by YL T

werd 'till s
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.of excbange, with land as well as with other property
or services, Moreover, the proprietorship of this
element ocan hardly be vested in the community
.oxoept after the several knotty issues such as the
-equal treatment of all rents, the acourate determina-
-ion of rents, the reward to labour have been properly
gettled. Though a freer distribution of land would be
a welcome reform in the present landiord.ridden
.oountries, 1t is certain that the complioated problems
of maldistribution of wealth and population will not
vanish even when land has been nationslised.

Dr. Pearson’®s book will prove very interesting
on sccount of the Iarge number of social, economio
and geographical topics, on all of which he writes
with ease’and conviction. As an interesting essay
on the population situation by an ‘expert layman’ the
book should make s wide appeal to all interested in
population problems. .

D, . KARVE,

INDIAN HISTORY.

AN IMPERIAL HISTORY OF INDIA. By K.P.
JAYASWAL., (Motilal Banarsi Das, Lahore.)
1934, 28cm, 77+ 75pp. Rs. 8.

THIS work together with Mr. Jayaswal's earlier
book entitled Hislory of India, 160 A. D.-850
A, D., unravels the mysteries of what has been
rightly characterized as tha Dark Age in early
Indian History. 1In the work under review
Mr. Jayeswal givesus a most voluable readering
of a text, not indeed for the first time, with the
collaboration of the learned Vanerable Rahaula
Sankrtyayans. The text which is known as Arya-
mafijurimilakalpa was first published by the late
Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. Gapapati Sastri in the
Trivandrum Sanskrit Series in 1925. But the present
edition is a vast improvement upon the imperfect one

-of the great South Indian scholar. The Aryameuijusri- |
miulakalpa is a Mahiyans work, snd is the product of |

-oné man end not a South Indian forgery (p. 7). It
was translated into Tibetas by the Hindu pandit
. Kumarakalasa in A. D. 1060 (p. 3).

The precise importance of this Budhist work lies
in the fact that it purports to give a continuous
-account of successive Empires in India from the
$imes preceding those of the Buddha to about the
middle of the eighth ecentury A. D, where the work
stope (p. 2). Before we proceed to deal with this
-phase of the question, we may mention oeréain
-defects in the work, The Aryamariusrimilakalpa
is in a prophefic style which is put in the mouth of
of the Buddha (p.4); itis not an historical work in
the sense the Purdnas are (p. ibid); in it the past
tense iz used for the future (p. ibid); it exaggerates
the lives of many kings ; throughout the whole work
there runs a Buddhist vein (p. §) ; dynastic names are
omitted in it (p. 5); and there is & confusion between
. Afioka of the times of the second ceounoil, who flouri-
-shed a century before the Buddha, and the great
_A#oka Maurya (pp. 11-12).

Notwithstanding these grave defacts, the Mahi-
yana text in question is a unigue work because it
-containg & well-nigh complete nceount of the Impe-
tial Gupta epooh (A.D. 348-A. D). 500), Further it
gives us a full account of king Sasanka .of Bengal
sbout whom so little is known, and it narrates the
bistory ‘of the later Gupta rulers with a description
-of the popular elections in Bengal and the rise of
AGopéla. Indeed, this work may be said to fill in the
blanks in the history of our country from A, D. 78
-$ill the close of the eighth ecentury A. D. -

We may mention a few important and new’
details which the Mahiyana work contains. The'

independent evidence concerning the date of Panint
confirming that of the Purdnas (pp. 15-16); the fact
that it was only in the times of Ud&yin, the son of
Ajategdtru, that the Buddha's wordd. were.reduoed to
writing (p. 10); the various details concerning Mah&-
padma Nanda (pp. 14-16) ; the remarks about -Nagir-
juna and Aévaghosa (pp. 75-76); the character.
sketoh of Vignugupta, better known by his celebrated .
name Chanakya (pp. 16,17, 76-77 ); the very many
valuable details concerning the Imperial Guptas;
espacially the pen-pictures of 8amudra Gupta, Kumara,

- Gupta I, end Skanda Gupta ( pp. 35-36, 48-49 ); the
- account cof the later Gupta, particularly after

Hargavardhana's times { p. 42 ), with useful details
concerning Dharasena I'V, and Prakat&ditya ( pp, 59~

' 61, 65 ); the history of Nepal and Tibet in the north

(pp. 20-23), of Kacch, Sindh, and the Yadava country
in the west ( pp. 24~25 ), of Magadhadesa, ,the Saka
1and,the country of the Maukharis, and the Srlkantha~
Sthanedvara vwisaya in the centre -( pp. 26-28 ); and of
the many gouthern royal families ( pp. 29~32 )—all
theee and other detaila make Mr, Jayaswal’s work an
sltogether indispensable source-book which no
student of Indian history oan bs without. The
value of the work is heightened by the brilliant ex-
position of the author, the eareful manner in whioh:
he checks his statements with epigraphical evidence
and the assertions of foreign travellers (e. g., p. 56 ),
and the originality with which he enlivens the
problems which have hitherto remained unsolved,
Although there may still be s plurality of opinion on'
some of the conclusions of the author, as for instance,
his identification of Prakasaditya with Buddhagupta
( pp. 38-39 ), his assertion that Harsavardhana made
king Sasanka remain in his own ocountry without
moving ( p. 50 ) ete.,, yet there cannot be any doubt
that Mr, Jayaswal has Iaid all students of the history.
of Hindu India under a deep debt of gratitude by his
asdmirable performance,

B. A, SALETORE,

HINDUS AND EVOLUTION.

"HINDU PHILOSOPHERS ON EVOLUTION.

By BAL KRISHNA. (Taraporevala,) 1934. 23cm.
296p. Ras, 10,

-DR. BALERISHANA, who is slready known to the

world of scholars by his excellent array of books on

Eeconomies, Politics and History, now comes out

with a very valuable work deanling with the contri-
butions of Hindu philosophers to the theory of
Evolution considered in ‘a variety of aspecis and

applications—oosmological, biclogioal, sociological.
and political. The presentation and interpretation of

Indian philosophical systems have so far proceeded:
on philological and epistemo-metaphysical methods.:
Scant justice was done, therafors, fo the contributions:
of Indian thinkers to the various posifive sciences,.
Attention was firgt drawn to the scientific side ofi
Indian philosophical speculations by Dr. Brajendra-.
nath Seal in his ** Positive Sciences of the Hindus,”.
Dr. Balkrishna, in the book under review, has made.
a very successful attempt to present, interpret and
avaluate the Hindu ideas on Evolution,

The dootrine of Evolution is generally regarded’
a8 one of the greatest triumphs of the scientific geniug
of the West. But the learned author claims and main-
taine that “Three hundred milleniuma before Spencer,,
Haeckel, Huxley and Tyndall and other modern’
apostles of the theory of spontaneous Evolution pro-
pagated this doctrine, firmly laid the foundation of’
seientific research and oreated a living :fountain
of an animating foree in the eonfliot with the theistio
dootrines of creation® (p. 41.) Dr. Balkrishna enume-

rates not less than 46 theories,- physieal, psyoholo=



178

THE SERVANRT OF INDIA

[ APRIL 9, 1936,

gical, physiologicul, biological and so on,sll bearing
upon Evolution in a wider sense, whose disocovery
must be credited to the Hindu philosophers. The Ma-
hanaravaniya Upanishad boldly expressed the view
that life came to this world in showers of cosmie
life dust long before the modern scientist 1ike Kelvin
and Helmholtg propounded their theories. We are
also informed that Hindus have taught the Darwinian
‘doctrine of selection without having subsoribed to the
view of the transmutation of the species, Such catoh-
ing formulations as Bhrigu's Nebular Theory and
Aruni's Plunum theory will come to many as sur-
prising reveletions. The ideas about the stages of
social evolution as coutained in_the Puranas will
prove to be very interesting.

In the last Chapter on the “ Hindu Theories
on the Evolution of the Siate™ we are told that
Brihaspati's deseription of an anarchical state is
a fitting parallel to the Hobbsian natural state.
and the logic of the Fish anticipated the logic of
the Wolves, and that Bhisma was the first dis-
coverer of the Social Contract Theory. After a
Iaborious attempt at comparing the Hindu estimate
of the age of the world as given in the seemingly
fabulous figures of Kalpus with the modern estimates
of estronomers and geologists, as summarised by
Reeves, the learned author, in the Second Appendix,
only remarke that * Hindu speculations on the
topic deserve as much attention as any one of the
modern estimates,” Such a conelusion probably
shows only the futility of any attempt to read a
scientific meaning in a pure farbic of fiction,

The book on the whele is a remarkable result of
deap scholarship, width of vision, warmth on noble
cultural enthusiasm, and sheds a flood of light of the
peientifio side of Indian Philosophy. Dr. Balkrishna
certainly deserves to be congratulated on having
made such an eminent contribution to the literature
on Indian Philosophy.

D. G. LONDHE,

STABILISED MONEY.

STABILISED MONEY. By IRVING FISHER,
( Allen & Unwin.) 1935. 21em, 442p. 10/6.

To students of economics Prof. Irving Fisher needs
no introduction, His name is closely associated
with the movement for stabilisation of money, What
he sketched out in 1911 as a plan for a compensated
dollar which then received & halting intellectual
support is now accepted in monetary praciice, though
not universally, as indieating a way out of the post-
war monetary tangle. Prof. Fisher states in this
book his theory of stabilisatiom in its historieai
background in a very comprehensive manner. He
deals with the evolution of the idea of stable money
and the different plans proposed sinece the times of
Ricardo. The desire for stable money took different
forms—stability of money in terms of precious
metals, stability in terms of foreign exchanges and
gtability in terms of purchasing power—whioch the
author deseribes in his usual lucid style. He states
how the gold standard was gt first hailed as establish-
ing great stabilty of value, both internal and exter-
nal, and how it failed to fulfil theee expectations ; for
the instability of money even under the gold standard
came to be noticed with the gold inflation since the
beginning of this century which aocentusted the
problem of the ‘ bigh cost of living.! Yet the con-
cept of stable money was only in its academic stage,

‘The stage for popularisation was however set
with the recognition of the instability of money and
its consequences by such economists as Warren
and Mitchell in the U,8,A., Stamp and Hawlrey in

Eongland and Wickseil in Europa. The Stable-
Money League and the National Monetary Assosia---
tion were established. Distinguished economists
and businessmen lent their support. The idea-
first recelved legislative reoogoltion in the.
Federal Reserve Aot of 1913. However, the general
ascoaptance of the idea of stuble maney in practice.
cama in only after the war. Prof, Fisher deals in.
greater details with the aitempts made to stabilise-
money through the Legislature in America in.
partioular from 1919 tothe New Deal of President
Roosevelt. It is no vain eclaim when it is said that
Roogevelt was greatly inspired by the views of Prof.
Fisher. His examination of the factors interfering .
with stabiligation in U.8.A. Is exhaustive and sugges-
tive, He devotes two chaplers to the official recogni-
tion abroad of the stable money ides, The Swaedish
stabilisation experiment, as reviewed by the author-
in Seo, 2 chapter X, deserves very oareful study by
the studenis of monetary theory and practice.

Two of the sappendices deserve  special
mention. Appendix II on the controversy about
Swedish stabilisation is in fact & supplement
to the views of the author expressed in the fext-
itself. More important however is the appendix on
the * personal views of the author™ (sec. 3 of
Appendix I), where he combats the imaginary
and 1real difficulties of those who do not:
favour sfabilizing money. He enumerates six
reasons to explain his dissgreement over stable-
money (p. 394), Of greater importance is his
view on the immediate policy of stabilization. He-
is not for the postponement of stabilisation till in.
ternational agreement is reached. * Under present
oiroumstances it sesms to me,’" he says, “that the
quickest way to attain stable money throughout the
world is for eachk couniry to choose iis own price
level, its own method of measuripg the price
level and its own method of sttaining and ocontrol-
ling it. ‘Inocidentally when stable money shail thus
have displaced our gold standard and our eilver-
standard...the minor problem of stable international-
exchege will have almost solved itself ”, One might-
indeed say that the problem of stable international
exchange is not so simple and insignificant!

Among the methods of obtaining stable money
are mentioned a direst control of the total vulume
of cheque-deposits or cheque-money, open market
operations, and occasional adjustment of rediscount
rates under the supervision of a speeial monetary
authority or commission. He further advooates that-
the Government should take away from the banks
the entire function of oreating or destroying the
circulating medium and that the banks sbould be-
left with the strictly banking functions suoch as
lending money. Though many msay nof agree with-
the author on the methods of stabilisation, one
cannot but be grateful to Prof, Fisher for this-
extremely informative and suggestive book.

K. S. VENEATA RAMAN,

SHORT NOTICES.

MAN'S COSMIC HORIZON, By H, M, NATHAN,.
(Rider.) 20cm, 157p. 5/
THIS is yet another attempt at a synthesis of science
and religion on the basis of & common hypothesis ::
“The great objeot of this essay then is to forge that
one brief link misging in the chain that should unite-
soience and religion.” Modern celestial and terres-
trial physics appears to have led men away frm:n'
roligious thought and righteous behaviour and it is.
our author's purpose, audacious indeed, so to exhibit
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~the “higher temching” of late years in relation to
- solence aa to lead even the soientific once more back
to them.

Now then the main hypothesis on which our
suthor dapenda for the mocomplishment of this stu-~
pendous task is that of the essential connection bet-
ween mental effort and etheric vibration: “Once you
hava graspsd the oonnection betwesn mental effort

- and etheric vibration and find your mind ean admit
the fact that thought sends weves rippling down fhe

- gther, whioh are not merely similar to but. most pro-
bably identical with those emitted by a wirsless send-
ing station—exoept ag regards length and frequenoy
—+then yon have grasped the kernal of the nut; all
the rest follows quite easily. The electrio laws of
atiraction and magnetism, the wireleas laws of wave-
length and frequency, all apply to the human epirit
in etheriec form,”

Unfortunately however all this remains, like.the
mysterious and mystifying eschatological tales of
“the theoscphists, in the nature of spsculative flights
of imagination and at least has not so far borna any
-seientifio verification. Qur author is happily con-
scious of this: * Soience likes to be able to precisely
measure atl things done, and will not normally se-
- ¢8pt an observation as a faot till all workers find that
an experiment to demonstrate this fact can be repeat.
ed anywhere and at any time, and eounted on to give
the caloulated resuit. Unfortunately such & method
cannot- be applied to psyehic inquiry, Qur hypothesis
is based on the teaching of spirit entities, the dis-
-earnate personalities of men who have onoce been on
earth, Toey comae back, after centuries or millennia
of study whilst beyond the veil, to teach us whaé
they have learnt in so far as we are able to compre-
hend that knowledge.”

The nature of the general atmosphere and tonor
of the book under review should ba elear from what
has been said above. The net value of tha book to
my mind is that it is a philosophical romanos based
-on certain dogmatio postulates of belief; and the only
psychological attitude that a reader develops towards
it during the coorse of bis reading of it is that of
* supposal,”—neither belief nor disbelief, neither ac-
-coptanca nor rejection }

D, D. VADEEAR,

“TROUBLE ON THE FRONTIER. By DouGLAS

CHRISTIE. ( Rich & Cowan, ) 1935. 20cm. 278p.
7/6.
"THERE never was a God just even by accident that

ever cared to prevent propagandist degradation of s |

‘helpless race by the bullies in ruling autnority.
Were t e Britishers so honourable and chivalrous as
-they claim to be, & bock so galling to Indian self-
Tespeot as the one under review would never have
seen the light of day. Douglas Christie may, true
1.;0 British traditi>n, go on sharpening the racial
instinet of hia people to & provocative point, but the
Indian ever loyal to the British connection treats
the miscbief-monger with silent diedain.

The trouble on the frontier is as old as British
-arrogarce and love of *border foray.” Inordinate
pride of perfection and the incorrigible attitude that
‘the Pathan is “ & savags ' is responsible for it. * Do
martisl stunts and waste the tax-payers’ money ag
usual” Here are some of the pearls of unwisdom
that are found seattered all through tnhe printed
nauses,

Why I ever oame to this Gud-forsaken Blackman's
oountry, I don’t know.

I most Intensely dislike the Hindu. He smells, he
-oringes and be has no spiRIS.

Artful devils (for accepting bribes paid by the.
European ), India all over. o

Too damned oily and I always did instruot a yrestarn"
ired Indian, : '

She loathed Tndia. Mother India? Nol Old Hag
India, country of graft, perspiration, dust, beggarse
depravity, servility. . -

The boock along with books of similar evil intent -
duserves to be seb fire to rather than bas allowed to.
broed ill-will in the hearts of fellow-citizens of the
same Empire, ‘

_ K. VENUGOPAL RAO.

A

HOW | FORETOLD THE LIVES OF GREAT
MEN. By “CHEIRO" (COUNT LOUuIs HAMON, )
Ed, by HASMUKH M, KHAKAR, (Taraporevala,)
1935, 22cm. 111p. Rs. 6. ‘ :

THIS is an interesting ocollection of the greatest pre-
dictions made duringthe life of the world's most
successful palmist, Most of his predictions have
beoome faots of history, but the book still reads like
a novel. Relying merely on its narrative qualities
one oannat help sharing the thrill of the suthor,-
when he takes us from one country into another,
passing through various courts, from the intrigues
of Russian Palaces into the mysteries of the Vatican
in Rome. The book might be said to be a short but
thrilling antobiography of a man who has lived '
too muech but recorded too little. The author reveals
with an unerring aonfidence the lawa of pre destiny
playing with the hands of fate, om man and his
creations, He unfolds for the soeptic a future where,
however, much he may doubt, his scepticism vanishes
and his wonder turns inte belief. The narrative
reaches its climax when “Cheiro” gives him intirmate
glimpses into the Russian Courtlife of pre-revolation-
ary dayss His meeting with Rasputin, the mystio
monk of the Russian Court, and his influence over
the Czarina and other Courk ladies are facts recorded
with an observant, keen and critical eye. *“‘Chairo”
claims paimistry to be a sabject not requiring any
hazrardous speculations but a science governed .by
laws and confirmed by experiments. His theory of
numbers which appears to ba his greatest support for
belief in determinism might in ita fully developed
stage ab one time puzzle the world as the resultz of
psychological researches are doing today. : ‘

The price of the book is -rather prohibitive. But
the book itself on the whole makes refreshing read-
ing.

F, N, KHOSLA.

RELIGION AND A CHANGING CIVILISATION.
By Jov: 8 F. HECKER. [ The Twentieth Century
Library Series.] ( John Lane the Bodley Head.)
20cm, 1935, 160p, 3/6,

MY sensations while reading this book ware similar

{o those I experienced while being bustled through a

three days’ tour in France by a terrifyingly expert

guide, who maintained a remarkable indifference to

the things he displayed to ue. In the space of 152

pages of not very large type, Dr. Hecker presents to

us—Religion. He does it with a magnificent gesture
and, like my guide in France, he left me at the end
gusping for breatn and longing for freedom,

In t e first two chapters he presents Religion, as
it is for the bellever and tae theologian, Lhess, aa far
as they o, are reasonable ;- but they-are inadequate
and do not go far enough, Then follows a chaoter in
whic the author is concerned to show how religion.
has faile* to s:ve social problems, and anocther,
which ¢xplains that the four antagonists of religion
are secularisation, mechanisation, modern society and
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communism. By way of appearing to balance the
harm which these ohapters seem to brmg to the
ocause of Raliglon. the mext fs devoted to* What is
. aidieg Religion *, and people like Jeans, Eddington,
Millikan and Thompson ars brought to our notme
The conclusion from all this seems to be that * Reli-
gion is definitely on the defensive, which is s per-
feotly true statement and, as Punch would put it,
¢ another glimpse of the obvious.” For if A takes a
gtick to B, and B starts to defend himself and his
interests, lt is unnecessary for A to point out B's act
of self-defence, and unreasonable for him-to conclude
from it that B is already knocked out por even that
he is likely to oollapse, Yet that is what the author
concludes in the last chapter.

Dr. Heokor writes a8 8 Communist, and there-
fore has no use for Religion, ss such, That is &
pity, because he could have written so much more
shortly: “I dislike Religion as she iz practised,”
That would have been far more honest, But it would
not ha.ve taken our brea.th sway. Henoe this book.

OUTRAM WALSH,

'I'HE DECEPTION OF THE PEOPLE By THE
- SLOGANS COF EQUALITY AND FREEDOM.
By V.1 LENIN, (Martin Lawrence.) 20cm,
d¢4p, 64,
THia is one of the many publications to help the
spread of Communism. In the hands of well-inform-
od students of economics and politics the book is
not likely to doany harm, for they will be able to see
through the many fallacies in Lenin’s arguments,
But it is a dangerous book in the hands of the or-
dinary man in the stroet for he will be carried away
by Lenin's high sounding ‘ phrases’.

M.V, SUBRAHMANYAM,

BOOKS RECEIVED,

HOW TO BE A.JOURNALIST. By AperLow MYERS, (The
" Timed of India Press, Bombay,) 24om, 152, p. Rs, 3-8-0.

FACING TWO WAYS., By BARONRSS BHIDGUER ISHIMOTOY
( Cassell. ) 1935. 24om. 397p. 12/6,

AURANGZEB AND HIS TIMES, By ZaHIRUPUIN FARUEL
(Taraporevala, Bombay, ) 1935, 2{om. 596p. Rs, 5-8-0.

AN OUTLINE OF EUROPEAN ECONOMIO DEVELOP-~
MENT. By Roaer H, SOLTAU. ( Longmanas. ) 1935. fiom.
307p. /6. -

WE SAY "NO". By H. R. L.BHEPPARD. ( Murray.) 1935.
20cm, 163p. 3/6.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION FOR BOYS IN INDIAN
SCHOOLS. By GEORGE ANDREWS, ( The Little Flower
Co., Madras, ) 1935, 23om, 213p, Rs. 2-8-0,

EDUCATICN FOR CITIZENSHIP IN BECONDARY
SHOOLS. lssued by the Asaooiation for Education in
Citizenship, (Oxford University Press.) 1936. 20cm.

. 263p. 4/6.

THE SWEDEN YEAR BOOK, 1936. 1936. 20cm. 367p.

ON QUANTITATIVE THINEING IN ECONOMICS. By
GosTAV OaASSEL. (Oxford TUniversity Press.) 1935,
20cw. 181p. 6/-.

THEE INDIAN EARTHQUAKE, By C. F. AXDREWS, { Allen
& Unwin. ) 1935. 20om, 130p. 2/6.

THE MARCH OF MAN, Ed By LAWRENCE H. DAWSON.
( Encyoclopaedia Britannica Co.) 29om. £2. 136, :

THE PE[ILOSOPH.Y OF THE VILIAGE MOVEMENT. By
J. 0. EUMARAPPA, { Sanivarapu Subba Rao, Kovvur P, 0,)
1925, 18cm, 83p. As 8B,

INDIAN CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM. E4. by K. ISWARA
DUTTA. (The Twentieth Century Office, Allahabad.)
24om. Tlp. Re. 1.

THE ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL POSITION OF ITALY,
Issued by the Information Department, Royal Institute
of International Affaira. 3nd Revised Edn. (Ozford Uni-
versity Press. } 1935, 220m, 59p. 2/-

ABYSSINIA AND ITALY, 3rd Edn, ( The Royal Inetitute
of International Affairs, London, ) 1935. 220m. 85p. 2f=

SANCTIONS. 2od Edn, ( The Royal Institute of Internation-
al Affairs, London, ) 1935. 82cm, 72p. 2/~
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