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@opics of fhe SVeck,

Late Sir Dinshaw Wacha,

THE death of Sir Dinshaw Wacha oun Tuesday
1ast a¢ the ripe old age of 92 will be desply mourned.
Owing to growing age and declining health he was
1atterly not much in the public eye. All the same it
cannot be doubksd that he had an exceptionally long
and meritorious record of public service devotedly
-rendered for nearly halfl a gentury. He wae one of
the foundars of the National Congress whose first
pession, held in Bombay, he was privileged to attand.
His wns such & restless personality that even wheu
Congress work was not as exaoting ag it is at the
present day it engaged Sir Dinshaw’'s energies for a
considerable part of his busy time. His disinterested
work in the national eause received graieful
recognition at the hands of hLis countrymen by his
election tothe presidential chair of the Congresa in
1901. An Secretary to the Congress Sir Dinshaw
discharged his duties with rare ability and charac-
teristic distinction,

* * L}

BUDGET figures and trade atatistics have w ree
pelling effect on the average politicfan. But for
Bir Dinshaw they had » special atiraction and he
handled them with an ease and mastery sll his own,
It speaks volumesg for his love of economies that he
ssgiduously devoted himsslf to its siudy ata time
when such study was exceedingly rare. But there is
no doubt that it was his deep knowledge of Indian
finance and eeonomics that was the secret of Bir
Dinshaw's success ns & witness befors the Welby
Commission and lator aeg & member of the provincisl
and ceatral lagislatures. The military polioy of the
Govarnment as reflected in India’s scandalously
heavy military expendibure found in Siz Dinshaw
2 life-long and l;uthless crjtio. _

| attention,

Sre DINSHaw did not however resitrict his
attension to problema of national importance, Civie
activitien {oo used to make a- heavy call on his
Hia thirty years' assosiation with the
Bombay Municipal Corporation of which he roze to
be President was marked by work for the improve.
mant of the City undertaken in a completely none
gectarian and severely impartial epirit. To this
must ba atbributed his success st successiva munl-
cipal slections from a sonstituenoy which had a large
European electorate. One great characteristic of his
natura was his unconesnled hatred of humbug,
whether in private or public life, and his habit to
oall & spade & spade. To this was joined a child-like
gimplicity and an impartiality which aserved to rob
his eriticism of men and things of all trace of rancour.
In his death India has lost a patriot of sterling merit
whose memory will be cherished by his grateful
countrymen for many a long vear,

* * »

The Rallway Budget.

IF railway earnings are any clue o the progress
of recovery, it is c¢lear that the movement towsrds
recovery in Indin was checked fairly early last
yvear. Last yoar's . Railway estimates were based
on the hope of a eontinuance of the slight trend
in increased traffic receipts mnobiced during the
year 1934-35. But there was a relapse instead
and the receipts for most months of the year
193536 are expected to fall below those of the year
1934~:5. TI¢ ia noteworthy that the traffic in metallio
ores during the current vear continued to riss and
there was no diminution in fhe trafic in ocoal; the
loss of revenus was dus mostly to a fall in the
movement of agricultural produce, the most marked
asmongst which were oilseeds and cotton. In view of
the -impending discussion regarding the Oitawa
Agroement in the Assembly it is remarkable to find
both the Railway Member and the Chief Commis-
gioner for Railways drawing speoial attention to the
loss to railways consequent on the diminished ex-
porta of groundnut fo Franca.

* L ] ]

RECEIPTS not having eome tp to expectations,
the now well-estabiished devioce of borrowing from the
depreciation fund is being followed for the current
year and further borrowings are budgeted for next
year. The Railway Member anslysed the general
finaneial situation of the railways and easily proved
that there waa littie hope of any general recovery in
trade and eonsequently mno hope of balanced budgets
in the near futoure. In these ciroumsianees it was
surprising te find him taking I8 for granted eompla-
eently that ail possible esonomies had been -effected
and that no scops for further zrstrenchment was
possible. While om the one hand he dilated on the
increased cost to railways in recent years due to
labour legislation, he did not even disouss the possibi-
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lity of reimposing cuts in order to balance the buc_!g_et.
The Railway Member's reference to road competition
was also perfunctory. The one point of view that he
indioated was that the opposition of the provinoes to
oontrolling road transport affected the central re-
venues through railways and thus had an indireot in-
fluence on their own finances. One wonders whether
this referencs by the Railway Member means that
the way of finanoisl pressure may be tried to make
the Provincial Governments see the point of view of
the Indian Goverament in connection with the
problem of road-rail transport in India,

* & *

The Samiti Law.

THE {ate that overtook the latest non-cfficial at-
tempt to get rid of what is popularly described as the
Samiti Act will eause widespread disappointment.
The defeat eariier in the session of the (Govermment
move to closure the debate gave ground for the hope
that the resentment aniversally aroused by the legisla-
tion all these years would be decisively expressed on
the floor of the Assembly; but thehope has been dashed
to the ground, thanks to the use by iis President of
his casting vote. Even eo the result may be fairly des-
oribed as a moral victory for the Opposition. That,
though working against heavy odds, it could muster

‘a8 many as 66 votes sgainst the hated Iaw is a
measure of the public indignation againat it.
* * .

ENACTED in 1908, the law was directed against
the formation of secret sooictios, Whether secret
societies had become a problem necessitating suobh
drastictreatment and whether, assuming its existenoe,
the problem could not have been met by milder
means are points whioh it would serve no usefui pur-
pese to examine at this distance of time. Suffice it
to state that on the strength of the solid majority at
ita command, the Government of the day thought fit
$0 enact it in defiance of publio opinion,

L g L 2 -

THE law coneisted of two parts, the first of which
was repealed in 1922, But this, it may be stated, was
only in partial satisfaction of tha recommendation
of the Repressive Laws Committee with regard to it.
Though refraining from proposing its “ immediate *
repeal, the Commiitee made no secret of ita opinion
that the legislation should continuze in operation
80 long and only so long as “the present tension
created by the non-co-operation movement ™ laated,
It is worthy of note that the Committee even agread
with the then Bihar Government in emphasising
“the importance of removing from the statute book
as far as possible all special laws of this character.”
How scant was the respect shown to its wishes by
the Government is dencted by the faot that though
the movement of non-co-operation and oivil dis-
obedience is dead the Act itself iz alive.

* L { L

THE principal argument in support of its conti-
nuanca advanced by (Government spokesmen in
the oourse of the recent protracted debate on the mation
for its repenl was that the law was found handy for
dealing with the Communist organisation. We are
afraid that this plea is rather overdona, Was not an
indentical excuse brought forward by Government ia
its attempt to silence the Opposition to the renewal of
the ordinance legislation intended to cope with the
civil disobedience movement? With the help of tha
logislatures, where possible and without it when
necessary for the purposes of Government, thst
legislation has recently been given a fresh lease
of life rangiog from three to five years, Is that
not & puofficiently etrong weapon to deal with the
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Communist organisation? Even granting for the
sake of argument that it is not, we fail to understand
what prevents Government from ocoming before the
legislature with proposals avowedly desigaed to rook
out commuanism from the land. To opposa the dis-
continuance of antiquated laws on tho ground of their
possible use to put down Communism is not to faos
the problem fairly and squarely.

* * L ]

Indians and Cypher Bureau.

THE prohibition against the employment of In-
dians in any Government department in this countey
would be.-unbelievably strange; nonetheless it js a
reality, howaver unpleasant. The department which
bas earned that unenviable distinction is the Cyphes-
Buareau under the Government of India. The anomaly
of the exclusion of Indians has besn continuing in.
this Bureau for nearly twenty years in spite of
ropeated protests by popular representatives in the
Indian Legislature. Europeans and Anglo-Indians
find easy admission into the Burean; but no Indian
can be admitted to that sanctum sanctoram |

THIB is how the soandal is officially defended.
The Bureau uses oodes whioh are the property of the
British Government, As owner of the codes, that
Government has the right of saying who should or
should not handle them. It is in exercise of this
right that it is desired by them that no profane In-
dian hands should touch their codes. It follows as a
corollary that the ban fn regard to Indian appoint-
ments to the Bureau would have to be in operation
so long as.the British oodes oontinne to be in use
in it.

' + » -+

THE first atep to open the doors of the Bureaun to
Indians is obviousiy to replace the British Qovern-
ment's codes by thoss owned by the Indian Govera-
ment. Negotiations to this end have been in progress
for years past, but have not yet come to an end. 1In
1933 it appeared as if their conclusion was a$ hand,
Auswering a question in the Assembly on the 15th
of Septamber that year, the Foreign Sacretary himsalf
expressed the hopa that the negotiations wacld be over
“ jnside the next twelve moantha." Nearly two years
and a half have since gone by without the obstacleg
in the way of the employment of Indians ia the
Bursau having been removed, an eloguent commen-
tary on the expaditious despatch of public business

by the Government.
* +* L

THE latest offioial mssurancs is more reassuring.
It is that the new oyphara woald be introduoed
before the session of the Assembly ia September
next. It is this assurance which eaved the
Government the indignity of a severa cansure in-
flicted upon it on a recant date. Bas it is ocartainly
very curious that the Governmnent should themselves
not have recognised the inconsisteacy of their posi-
tion without it having been pointedly brought $o
their notice. It is to be boped the acanial will ere

long be a thing of the past
- L 4 L

Natlonalisation of Rallways.

WE congratulate the Lugislative Assembly upon
haviag passed a resolution favouring the taking over
by the State of the B. N, W. aad the M. 3. M. Rsil-
ways, It is admitted on all hands that uader State
management the Railways will be maiotained ina
decidedly better state of efficiency. Tne large num-
ber of accidents tsking placa over the B, N. W. Rail-
way eovery year is in itgelf an argument
for terminating the presen$ agreemant with that
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Railway at the carliest opportunity. Though no
reference was made in the Assembly to the ineflicinoy
of the M. 8. M, Railway management, yet nobody
oould deny that there is smple scope for improve-
ment in this Railway slso. This can be brougbt about
only by the State which, unlike private companier,
does not or at Jeast should not look upon Railways
as mere profit-making agencies.} .
* i L ] *

THE Reilway workers also will welcome the
obange heartily., Under the present oiroumestances,
workere who want to get their grievances redreseed
are asked by the Railway Board to go to the Agent
who in his turn directs them back to the Board.
They are thus driven from pillar to post nntil

they give up their quest in despair,
% * L

MR. V. V. GIRI in his speech on the resolution
voicted out that, apart from the theoretical advis-
ability and practics] utility of nationalising industry
and Railways, this particular proposition of taking
over the BN.W, and M.S.M. Railways appears to be
finanoially sound. The M. 8. M. Railway is paying
8 dividend of 10 per cent, while the BN.W. Rail-
way pays 18 per cent. Now even after making al-
lowance for the inoreased expenditura necesesrily
involved in State mansgement, it can safely be said
that the State will be able to earn a fair amount

of profit in normal circumstances.
* * *»

WITH reference tothe idea of raising a loan for
the purchase of these Railways, Mr, Giri threw out
a praction]l suggestion om behalf of the railwaymen
of Indis. The State owes to these men as provident
fund a sum of Ra, 42 crorers. Even takingthe share
of the employees to be Rs. 21 crores, “I am sure,” he
mid, “it is not a difficult proposition to raise a loan
and I oan assure you that the railwaymen in India
will be very glad to give that sum on the same con-
ditions on which the company-managed railwayn get
314 per cent. guaranteed interest, even if thers are
losses” The chief objection of lack of funds brought
by the Railway Member against the resolution is
thus well met by the above suggestion.

* * »

Congress M.L.A.s and Workers.

FROFESSOR K, T.SHAH, in giving his impressions
of the work dore in the Legislative Assembly, writes
about the Withholding of Wages Bill as follows:—

The speechas on the Payment of Wages Bill marked
members into two opposing camps, in whioh there was,
however, little bitterness or acrimony. Maessrs. Joshi,
Giri and Ranga are fightiog agaivst heavy odds; and if
the Congreas Party a5 a whole is in sympathy with them
it does not seem to be very active in their support. Joshi
and @Giri bave facts and arguments ; and Ranga burns the
pure flame of undiluted Bocialism. But the aweet reason-
ableneas of Joshi and the trenchant argunments of Giri are
seldom heard by the propertied majority—ever in the
Left Opposition. And the flerce denunciation snd heotic
hopen of the workers’ ownership of faotories and work-
shope by Frof. Ranga make the capitalists and the
employers sit up vneasily ard take notice even of that
which is vot visible on the surface. Eventually, however,
the workers' point was Degatived—with some absentees
from the Congress ranks contributing to the defeat.

- - %

What Selfishness 1

THE well-informed and thoroughly impartial
T¥mes of India, it will be remembered, remarked some
time ago on the extraordinarily meagre ecope of the
sc-called “ independence ™ granted to the Philippine

Islands and on the grossly selfish motives of the
American gtatesmen even in granting these narrowly

restricted. powers, Another paper, not so well-in-
formed nor so impartial as the T¥mes of India, says
about the Philippines Government in the new
regime : ‘
The President of the mewly inavgurated Philippine
" Commonwealth Governmentis olearly determiied that
the withdrawal of American control from his oountry
shall marka renl change of polioy. He has c¢ancelled
thirty-one exploration permits granted to oil companies
and has announced that oil produotion in the island is not
to be run by * a handful of oapitalists.™ Buooh a flagrant
aot of independence may raise doubts in the minds of
American oil kingd a8 to the wisdom of relinquishing tha
white man's burden. American Governors in the
Philippines can, in faot, luy olaim to a record of generous
treatment for a backward peopls hardly squalled in the
anpals of imperialism. During . the thirty-ive years of
Amarican oooupation health services have been vastly
improved, the population has doubled, and Government's
income as the result of increased foreign trade iz no;
soven times greater than it was In 1900. A third '01;1?':
gnnnal revenue has been spent on eduoation, a figure which
compares well with the record of any European Govern-
ment in its imperial affaira, These are faots which wilk
no doubt ba recalled if the Philippine President continnes-
to disregard the interesis of American traders and in--
vestors. The United States atill ratains ity sovereigaty
over the islands for ten years; s Ropublioan Qovern-
ment might be tempted to follow the example of Prasident
Harding and look forreasons to cancel its grant of self-
government $o this ungrateful dependsncy. The
Philippines sitvation may provide an interesting confliot.
between the American people’s aversion to foreiga
entanglements and the Amerioan oapitalista’ desire for
foreign investments. .
The journal which makes these remarks ig the New
Statesman, but its oredibility is of course much less

than that of our Bombny contemporary !
L) L *

Scandalous,

THE Kenva papers to hand by the last msil
report action by the local Education Department
which, unless effective protest is entered against it,
is likely to result in a virtual withdrawal of facili-
ties for secondary education from some Indian stu-
dents. The number of boys involved is apparently
not very large, being 120 in Nairobi and 50 in
Mombsss. But whether the number is big or small,
the matter is of great public impoertsnce and deserves
to be brought prominently to public notice.

*. L * :

THE number of Indian students was
incressing rapidiy, more rapidly perhaps than
the Education Department was able to cope
with. The problem with whick the . Eduecation
department was faced was whether provision was to
be made for all the students that might like to avail
themselves of the educational facilities or whether
some means of restrioting the number was to be
found out.

L *

THE provision of adequate educational facilities
was apparently given up as a hopeless task by the
Department. In its eearch for remedies of the easier
variety, the Education Department hit upon the
novel plan of furning out from the school boys above
the average age, This plan has, it was represented,
the great advantage of removing the existing dis-
parity in the ages of students in various classes, and
make room for additional younger children. But it
was not ouly the over-age boys that were thus sent
away, Even boys looked upon as dull or not coming

up to a definite standard were algo similarly treated.
. * .
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HAIL AUTOCRAQOY!
LESLIE SCOTT AND SHANMUKHAM CHETITY. .

AS any politician in India grasped the full impli-
cations of the relations subsisting between the
British Government and the Indian Statesand

the reperoussions these relations have upon the
attainment of responsible government in British
India and the States? We are sure none hae,

We all thought till only a few years ago that,
whatever might or might not happen in the States, in
British India at any rate sslf-zevernment wounld be
possible the moment the British Government was
favourably disposed. No one was s0 simplesminded
as to hope that the British Government would in
voint of fact be favourably disposed, say, to the
travsfer of the army to popular control at an early
period ; but one falt certain af all events that no
congtitutional difficulty in the way of such transfer
oould possibly arise om the side of the States, Woe
thought that British Indian self-government wasa
self-contained problem and that the States could
have no say in the matter.

However, we were disabsued of this notion by
Sir Leslie Scott who pleaded the cause of the Princes
before the Butler Committee, He argued that the
‘British Government has undertaken certain obliga.
tions towards the Princes, protection of the States and
their rulers for instance, and that all {he instruments
required for the implementation of these obligations
the Government must keep under its own control. It
<cannot hand over control of these instruments, the
army for example, to a popular British Indian
government without the consent of the Princes. The
Butler Committes virtually accepted this argument
and laid down, comprehensively, that the relations
between the Indian States snd the British CGovern-
ment &8 their paramount power would require the
Princes’ agreement for being transferred to a demo-
cratioc government in British India.

British Indian politicians fought sgainst this
doetrine for a time. They contended that the British
Government would, even affer the grant of self-gov-
ernment to British Indis, continue to be in relation
with the States: only the Government would choocae
a popular instead of a bureanoratic government as
its agency to give effect to the obligations resulting
therefrom, And surely the Britisk Government has a
Tight to cheose its own ageney ; the States cannot im-
pose a veto upon this right Consequently, the con-
stitution for a smelf-governing British India drafted
by the Nehra Committee provided that “the Common-
wealth shall exercise the same rights in relation
to, and discharge the sams obligations towards, the
Indian States, arising out of treaties or otherwise,
as the Government of India has hitherto exeroised
and discharged.* The draft constitution further pro-
vided that defence too would be in charge of a
Minister responsible to the legislature, subjact to
certain qualifications which have nothing to do with
the Indian Siates, .

This position was, however, soon given up io ail
intents and purposes by Indian politicisng, for when

the Simon Report endorsed the Butler Committee’s
dictum no emphatic protest was entered against
it in the quarter from which a protest might
have been expected. In fact, the federation idea
which was mooted about that time was the
tesult of mn implicit aoquisscence §n the theory
that the estabiishment of full esif-government
in British Indias, including control of the army,
is impossible except with the oonsent of the Princes.
Federation was proposed primarily in the belief
that only in this way cculd India ever be self-suffi-
cient and self-govarning in respect of the army. As
& matter of fact this objeot has not been sesured, for
the consent of the rulers of federating States will be
required even under the federal regime for the trans-
fer of defenca to popular control and paramountoy
will still remain with the Crown’s representative in
India and will not pass to the federal government.

Thus it has become almost an a¢cepted dootrine
now that the British Goverument is constitutionally
inoapable of turning defence over to a popular gov=
ernment, whether it represents British India alone
or British India and Indian India togetber, except
with the consent of the States. The British Govern~
ment is not master of itself in this matter,

It is only & development of this doctrine to urge
that, as the British Governmeat cannot transfer ite
obligations towards the Siates to a popular govern-
ment in British India without the Stales' sousent,
g0 the Indian Btates too cannot transfer their obligae
tions towards the British Government to popular
governments in the States without the British Govern-
ment's consent. And we wers wondering why no ruler
of a State had yot put forward this iden, The Princes
could well say: “Popular government? Of course,
we are all for it. We would introduce it imme.
diately if we ocould., Buot you have left out of
reckoning the oonstitutional obstacles in the way,
We are bound to the Crown by certain obligations,
Woe can transfar rights to our people, but not obliga~
ticns, These obligations we must discharge ourselves.
We cannot nnfortanately entrust to our beloved
subjects the fulfilment of these undertakings,
although we have (need we say ?) full confidence in
our subjects,” ,

It was reserved for the ingenious Dewan of
Cochin, B8ir Shanmukham Chetty, to come forward
with this plea, Replying to a non-official resolution
for the grant of responsible goverament, ha as Presi-
dent of the State’s Logislative Councii first protested
that he was wholly in favour of the establishment of
popular government in the State and then observed :

I have devoted mome attention to the stundy ef the
problem of responsible government in British Indis. That
has bristled with diffeulties. But the problem of raspopmiv.’
ble government in am indian BState bristles with even
greater difficultion than the problem of responsible govern-
ment in British India (hear, hear), because bere ia the
Indian States, we have to keep in mind, whea oonsidering
the question of responsible government, notmerely the
relation between the peaple and the raler which in a Btate
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like Cochia ia simple, s the relation bettwaen the State
aud the Paramount Power itself. I¢- is s problemr in
oonstitutional law, which. is of tremendous significance
and importance, and I wonder how many subjeots. of
Indian States who have applied their ininda tothe study
of oonstitutional problams in their respectiveStatexhave
realised the diffonlties that orop up in'the way a8 a reslt
of the necessery adfostments thiat RBave to be made be-
twosn the State and vthe Parameant Powen whet you

shink of Pesponsibls gowernmentin the Stobw. By woaties, |
by ussges and, by variousosher menna thevs. have come |

inta existenas 7arions rights and respensibilities bet_wean
the ruler of an Indian State and the Paramount Power,
At present the ruler ofan Indlan State is enabled to dis-

charge thone obligstioneYeomuse; egally; he is:am autooret |

and the problem has toche thoughtt out. as te how fae the
rulep of a Stater oan necomcHe thad. pesition-of responsir
bility taths Paramount Power, when onre:he divests
himself of that responsibility with regard to the internal
administration of the State. In faoct, I am throwing cut
this suggestion, nov with & view to pukting clistwoles in
tha way, but to offer a snggestioneta tire pespls of Coshin.
that they msy study the problem of oconstisusional
development from this aspect as well because, as I have
observed inthe budge¥ discumsions- abiomt: the ocensti-
tution al' reform in Indian- States, nobody: has ever applied! ||
his, mind to this-problam of. the:relatianship betweansthe- |:
State and tha Paramount Bewer, and the necsssary:
adjustments that will bave to be made in case s scheme
of responsible government is' to be introduced in the
Btate. b

It must be admitted that the people (or, as Sir
Shanmnkham wonld have if, the subijects ] of the
Indian States have never considered tliis problem.
They thought, ignorant of constitutional law. as they
are, that if the rulers were go minded they could in-
troducs:respomsible gavernmenéd ine their States with-
out any ahjection. on the part of the paramound power
which.they are Bound to respect, jusé as. British: In-
diens bad - thought: till reeently: in their: ignomnece
that-if ‘the: British: Government were so: minded it
oenld: introduce: responsible: governmene im Brikish
Indin without any objection on the part: of the Princes:
which.iix waa bound fo respeck. Britiah Indiane, how.
over; have now received’ enlightenment;: they: heve.
come torlearn that. the British.Government, all powar:
~ fol: thoughs it: might: look in outwards appesrance;.
labiours in fact under & veto of the; Piinees. It nright
wish to give self government to tha peaple:: but: if it
omikss toigo ronnd to the: Princes.and take the indivi
dusal consent,of ail.of them it darenob give-effock tonits:
wisln. The States! people:toe: mnst undergo e similar:
procees of; edncation. They. tonumust teach themseelixes-
tathink thattheir rlers, however muoh they may: be.
itching-ta inauguratea democratio: regime in. their
States, cannot do so, though they are soversign. im.
their domestio affairg, till the paramount.power says,
“Qb ahend, "' And the States’ people cannot Kave a
better mentor in this respect than a prominent
ex-member of the Swarsjist party in British
Indial

The States’ people will.learn it all, by, and. by ;
but. they are not so knowledgeable as. their. mors ad--
vanced brethren in British India,.and. it is. possible:
that they will take.a.wee hit more time, Let.8ir
Shanmukham have a little patience with.them. They
are likely to resent the idea at first and ask questions.
They may ask : “ What are the obligations which the

- complete satiefactionr of all unbiased persons;
- may point, for instance, to thie obligation of umewerv-
- ing Ioyalty to the British Crown, which can be in-

Princes have undertaken of which. the performance
oannot be left forus?™ Questibns ke this ean only
procead from: abysmsab ignorames, - and Sit Shammu.
tham wilk Rave ne difficulty in answering theor to the
He

sured only so long as autoeratic Princes rule the
Siates. What guarantoe is there that their subjects,
- if they are Investsd with power; will' be imbued’ with
an equal measure of Toyalty ¥ Whereupon' the people
- may eay, " If this objection is valid, then, at no time
. oan responsible government be established in thes
' States. It is an objeotion which, if # holds good. at
all, will hold good for all time.” But Sir Shan-
' mukham eannot help it. If constitutionsl law is g

! inexorable as not to permit of the introduction of:

{ popular government in the States, so be it..

's. The upshot.of all this.discussion is that, betwenm

Su: Leslia Seott and. Sin S:ha.nmukhmﬁhntm s tuo.-
iracy will ba maintained parmanently im Byitish
: Indin and.the Indian States, It cannotbe distedged
. from British India-without the consent of the Pringes,
;and everyone of the numerous Princess; and i¥ canw
"not be dislodged from tha Indian States withont the
- consent of the British Gavernments So.it: comes abont,
. by the joint efforts of thess two knights, oneEnglish:
;and the other Indian, that the British Government
.hms - the: States By the throat, the Princes have Bri-
tishr Indie-by the throaf, and tlie British Government
‘and.the Prinoes together liave the whole of Yndia by
the throatt I¢ i¥ no longer necessary either for the
British: Government* or for the Princes to invent
plansiblaexcuees for delay in introdueing démooracy..
They donokheve to-earn-the hostilfty of the progres-
sives:in British India:or the States, They can profess-
every syopathy: with: popular aspirations so long as
they anm sura thal the’ dexs ex maching of the new
‘constitutiomall theory whioH theit fut-salaried
adwisers: have- developed: can save fhem from the
‘meeessity of giving effect to those aspirations,

o, liail autocracy |

il entbepdiy

THE PAYMENT OF WAGES BILL.

N partial and belated- compliance with.the recom-
mendations of the: Royal. Commission. om
Labour.the Pagment of Wages Bill was:first.

introduced by the. Government in: the: Legislative:
Assembly in.1933. ' It got. past the Seloct Committes:
stage 1ast year. Adopting the. usual dilatory tactios-
of the veasted. interests, Mr. James: at: the: Bimla
session.of the Assemhly. tried: to obstrnet ita progress
by bringing in a. motion for its recironlation on:ther
ground that it was materislly altered by the Seloct
Committee. The Houss, however, was not taken in
by such tactits: and'the Bill went thirough its final
stages-during the*prerent‘session.

In the course. of these debates Mr, N, M. Joshi.
suggested some very progressive amendments to the
BIIY, but unfortunately they did not find favour. with

the majority of the Houee. He sought to enlarge its
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scope by wmaking ils provisions applicable to all
faotories, tramways, docks, mines and plantations.
By means of another amendment Mr. Joshi puggested
the introduction of & clause in the Bill to the effect
that no fine be imposed on & worker unless he was
given au opportunity * through himself or through
a representative ” to ehow reasons against the imposi-
tion of the fine. Both these amendments were in the
interests of the working olaszes in Indis; but this is
no sufficient insurance against their rejection by the
Aesembly as it is constituted to-day,

Sir H, P. Mody moved an extraordinarily reao-
tionary amendment to olause 9 of the Bil] which
provides for proportional deduction in wages for
absence from duty on the part of the workers,
Agcording to the amendment as finally moved
by him, “If ten or more employed persons act-
ing in concert sbsent themselves without due
notice or reasonable cause such deduction from
any such person may include such amount not ex-
ceeding his wages for 13 days es may, under his

contract of employment, be due to the employer in .

lieu of notice.” As might be expscted, the amend-
ment was accopted on behalf of Government and, in
spite of gtrong and reasoned opposition from men
like Mr, Joshi and Mr. Giri, finally approved by the
Agsembly.

One of Bir Homi Mody'’s typical arguments in
favour of the amendment was that the proviso would
be quite fair fo the worker, seeing that he could elaim
selary during the period of notioe of dismissal, This
would naturally establish “a balance of reciprocity
between the employer and the employed.” Mr.
Joshi pointed out that this sweet reciprocity idea
could not bear & moment’s sorutiny. If a worker
leaves his job witbout notics the employer can with-
hold payment of his wages. The remedy against any

- unfairness to the employer on the part of the workers
is in the employer’s own hands. The poor workinan,

however, must go to the law courts, which may be

none too sympathetic towards him, to get his rights
vindicated against his wealthy employer. The emplo-
yer is his own judge, while the worker—poor man—
has to seek justice atthe hands of a court of law.
Reciprocity indeed ! '

Ancther object of Sir Homi Mody's amendment
was fo prevent dieastrous lightning strikes, Grant=
ing that lightning strikes are undesirable, the fact
must be moted thet Indian workers are not sufficj-
ently educated or organised to give notice of a
sirike and wait for its expiry before taking action.
Moreover in the absence of any minimum wage
legislation in India thia measure will deprive the
workers of theironly defence against the raduction
of their standard of living,

Again the proviso is capable of being widely
misused by the employers. As Mr. Joshi pointed out,
if & man was absent only for one day he could be
made to forfeit 13 days’ wages. If ten men remain-
ed absent from work to attend the funersl of a friend
even that could be regarded as a lightning strike.

Not only this. The employer could always find ten
men absent from work in order to make out that
they were acting in oconcert and that there was a
lightning strike,

My, Clow, Sscretary of the Industries Depart-
ment, in trying to meet the arguments of the opposi-
tionists, sought to persuade the House that Sir Homi
Mcdy's smendment, far from being unfavourable to
the working classes, would actually be beneficial to
them. Apparently he counted too much upon what
he called the three restriotions on the employer
seeking relief under the proviso, At present, he said,
the employer can withhold payment from any work-
man ; under the proviso he would be able to do so only
in oase of ten workers acting in concert. Thia ia
true o far s it goes, But this is no ocogent argu-
ment for positively logalising, even in a modified
form, the employer’s evil practice of penalising the
workers.

Again,says Mr. Clow, the right of employers
to forfeit the wages of workmen is subject to such
restriotions as the Loocal Government may ohoose ta
impose upon them. The third restriction on the
sweet will of the employer is that he cannot exercise
his right of forfeiture if there is a remsonable cause
for abgence. The enthusiasm of tha Local Govern-
ment in such matters and the employera® sense of
justice being very weli-known faots, no special in-
sight in labour problems is necessary to realise the
futility of these two so-ocalled regtriotiona.

It is really a matter for regret that Government
could not bring themselves even to mocept a very
sane and practicable suggestion of Mr, Anantasaya-
nam Iyengar that before being competent to deduot
thirteon days' wages of the workers the employers
should be required to prove that they had actually in-
carred losses owing to the so-oalled “lightning strike,”
To this end Mr. Iyengar proposed t¢o establish
a special arbitration board in each industrial
centre. The forfeited wages should, he suggested,
be deposited with this board and employers should
establish their oclaims to these before the commis-
sionera whose deoision in the matter was to be final
This just and equitable course of action would
have effectively checked the workers in their rash-
ness in declaring strikes, while giving them some
protection against unfair victimisation. That
Gouvernment should not have been willing to acoept
evan such a reasonable middle course is very deplor-

able. :

The panalisation of concerted action on the part
of workers which is legalised by this measure is
caloulated to retard the healthy growth of trade
unionism in this country where the trade union
movement is very weak, Under these ciroumatances
it would be pufting it very mildly to say, as Mr.
Joshi did, that when it comea to labour legislation,
the Government proceed neither far enough nor
faat encugh. In this case they have really maia
a baokward march.
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THE NINETIETH SESSION OF THE

COUNCOCIL OF

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

L

REGULAR meetinﬁhe ninetieth sinoe the start
of the League sixteen years ago—of the Counoil
of the'League of Nations was held last week at

“Geneva, from Monday, January 20, to Friday, Jan-
vary 24, It was an important mesting: and I shall
presently emdeavour to explain the imporiant ques-
tions raised thereat: but as it was also a regular, in
many ways a routine, meeting, the ocoasion will be
taken o analyze the working of this Executive Com-
mittee of the League #s an instrument, whether of
world government or of international politios.

The Council on this occasion was presided over
by the representative of Ausiralis, which alphabeti-
-cally follows upon Argentine, whose delegate had
been in the chair of the 89th session. At the head of
‘the horseshoe-table, then, sat the Rt. Hon. 8. M.
Bruce, High Commissioner of the Commonweslth of
-Australia in London, having at his left M. Avénol,
the Seoretary-General of the League, Next to the
‘latter there followed Mr. Anthony Eden, Mr. Litvi-
noff, Mr. Beck, and the delegates of Portugal, Chila
-and Ecunador, To the right of the chairman came the
delegates of France, Italy, Spain, Argentine, Den-
mark, Turkey and Rumanis. M. Laval reprasented
France only on Monday: he left Geneva on Tues-
day morning, in order to hand in the resignation of
his whole Cabinet to the President of the Franch
Republic, After his departure France was represent-

«ed by two permanent officials from the Quai &’Orsay :
M. Léger and M. Masasigli. Italy’s seat was oceupi-
-ed by Baron Aloisi, whose very bearing loudly
proolaimed bis firm resolve not to go one inch beyond
<the absolutely *‘correct” : still, the most important
fact was that anyhow the chair was osocupied.

Hardly had the Couneil got into its stride on 1

Monday, when King George's death in the night of
Monday to Tuesday brought it to a stop. The regular
*morning session on Tuesday was countermanded and
the Council met only for one hour in the afternoon,
"to exprees its condolences on the loss sustained by
the British Government and nation, Mr. Bruce led,
-and at the olose of ‘his speech the whole Assembly
-stood in silence for a minute, as a tribute to the
memory of His lata Majesty. Followed M. Léger,
-voicing “the profound sympathy of the Government
-of the French Republic” : and after him Baron Aloisi
who “desired to associate himself with the senti-
ments of deep emotion aroused in the Council™.
-Beeing the actual state of Anglo-Italian relations, it
was certainly remarkable—and very graceful— for
him to eay that “the Italian nation bows respsctfully
- ‘before the great mourning which has befallen the
Royal Family and the Commonwealth of '.Bntmh
Nations,”
For other reasons there stood out Mr. Litvinoﬂ"

“expression of sympathy”, cleverly explained by thg |

faocts that “we know the sentiments of the British
-nation towards itz King, and that our co-operation in

- all Danzigers.

the orgnnisation of the League. has enabled -us to
understand each other bstter”, Similarly Mr. Rustu
Aras on behalf of "republican‘ Turkey” felt “bound
to recall that after the painful events which ocourred
and whioch epared neither his pountry nor my own,
it was under his reign that we were able to lignidata
all donfliots between us and to establish the bases of
& frank and loyal friendship®,

The rest followed conventional lines: but it
geerned certainly noteworthy that of the twalve non-
British world representatives there assembled, nine
represented republics and only three monarchies
({Italy, Denmark and Rumania), and that only the
iatter two could speak in a more personal strain of
the kinship linking the Royal House of Windaor
with their own, Last of all, Mr. Eden returned thanks
for “the warm and generous sympathy that my coun-
try has today received from this great Council of
Natjons on the death' of our King, who was the sym-
bol of all that we respect and the epitome of those
qualities to whioh we as Englishmen aspire:” as
perfect a definition of the Britisher's conocept of
kingship, as any I have ever seen.

And with that the meeting rose.

DaNzia,

One of the two serious questions before the Coun-
cil concerned the Free City of Danzig—no longer,
alas, very “ free ™, since the Nazi advent of power
there three years ago. Until then there ware con-
stant bickerings between Danzig and Poland; but
since the Hitlerian entente with Poland, the Dansig
Senate has obediently fallen into line and treats Po~
land, formerly the arch-enamy of every good  Nazi,
ag its only friend in & bad world full ‘of philo-
marxists.

But this composure of its difforenoes with Poland
has only served to make the Senate come down with
double fury upon its German- fellow-citizens who
still dare to oppose the Nazi regime, The last -elec-
tions showed that there are still 46 per cent. of them,
Sooialists, Catholios, Conservatives: united in their
stand against the Brown Gangsterdom that has made
itself master of Danzig, The only pretention against
it is the League : henoce the oconstant appeals to the
League from German political minorities in Dangig
against the tyraany of their own, Nazi, government.

The position of the League's High Commisgioner
in Danzig has thus become ever more difficult. Mr,
Sean Lestor has no forces at his command and can
only draw the Senate’s attention o infractions of the
conatitution, which guarantees political freedom to
If this call to attention is not heeded,
he ocan put the ruatter before the Council of the
League, and the Lieague can thea order the Senate to
comply. But if the Senate refuses to do g0 and daﬁas .
the Couneil ?

Thie unfortunately is exactly whsl: has hnppan‘
ed. The President of the Danxig Sonste not only has
refused to earry out the instructions which tha
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Counci} issuad; to it during its September Session,,

but has in open meeting of the Senate im November
held up the League to soorn, insulted its High Com-
missioner and dared the League to do its worst. What
type of men they are, ane.could gather;in the lobbiea
of the League, where a sirong contingent- of them
‘were-trusulently. and boisteronaly preparing to mest
the Councfl, in order to.stage one more defiance under
form of fresh evasions;

My, Eden, as Rapporteur-of: the.oase, opaned pro-
veedings-in an-adinirable. speecly, which stressed the
gravity of the situation, and; as M; Légar: subse
quently observed; the gravity was: alli the: more strik-
ing as My, Edet was acouskomed to measurse: his
words. When therefore ih. his spparently: nonche-
lant-manner, which merel ¥ stresses the great- reserve
of pawer behind if Me; Bden. questioned “ the good-
will, not to say the.good' faith, of the Senate”, any-
body who knowe: the British-maanes understood thas
a limit' hind: been remched and! that. Grest Britain
would stendino further trifling: M Litvinoff merely
orossed the t's by saying that the Sennte: had dis
regarded its international obligations, but thay. * if
one such breach were tolerated: at: the. present time,
im punity would lead to.other-bremches; whiolt might
have still greater-consequences than.the: firsk”

Baron Aloisi kept silence; Mr: Beck; Poland's
foreign secretary who-had- engineered his- country’s
entente with Hitlerian Germany, alone of the Coun.
cil Members made a. non-commifttal. speech, opining
that the . importanos of the matier had been.somawhat
exaggerated,, Ha obvipusly was, ill al essa: I had
watohed, him.before the;meefing in the lobby, fidgaty
ting with the notgs of the spesch, he, wag- gomg, to
makey :
Einally Mr Graicen. Prea!.danh of the; Senate,
was,called. to: the table and;made.a .speach, of whidh
it would ba difficult-to say whethen ib wass mora st
pid than it was cheeky, or more impertinent: than it
was,silly, Aoccerding, tq him, the- whole. question
hefore, the Council was merely a.differance.of opinign
‘between, Leagua jurists. and) his own., lawyers;, and
nots vary impportant.ane af that; ha thereforaexhortad
the,Gouneil, to,look;te the. spirit. rather than: tq; the
letter of the-law ;, and, actunlly closed with.a, pero-
ration that Dapzig had nomighty imperial forcea .ak

its command,. but only its good right—which ap. | .

parently- was, the righf, to- be. left alone; by the
Lengue..

Mr, Eden’s summing up was icy, Hae could, nat
acoept Mr, Greiser's view that the. Council’s dis-
regarded recommendations were. only: of segondary
impoxtance, He could nobagree with his- intaxpreta-
tion of the malter as a.dispuaie betwaen lawyers.. He

refused. to consider; that: there was, necessarily any |

confradiotion betweemthe leitar and;the: apixit ofi thie
provigions with which: the; Council was; aencerned;
In fine,, be must insiehithate itr wae not possible- to
iet the nituationcdevelopy a8, ik had; hean daing: for
several months.
There the matter ended.on Wednssday, safar as
the: publis wapconcerned] It waaimken: up again
. Fridey afterneomn, .

with satisfaction that- “ the Danzig Senate has found

" it possible to retonsider the attitude which it had
, adopted towards the Council’s recommendations.’™
It bad agreed now to give full effect to them; it
would amend the two decrae-}aws, declared unconsti-
tutional. by the: Hague Court; and its President
had promised that he would initiate leglslation,
ameliorating the situation of the press,

After congratulations all round at this happy
issue, Mr. Greizser—a very subdued and.chastened
Mr, Greiser—thanked the Rapporteur and especially
the Polish representative { Mr. Beck ) for fheir efforts
at conoiliation, and. ended by saying that “in fhe
interests of the maintenance of peage and the rule
of law throughont. the world, Danzig, would resign
herself, though with heavy heart, to the acceptance
of the measurea.proposed.in the. Rapporteur’s report,”
Whereupon, saluting the President aud Mr. Eden,
and taking leave with effusive cardiality fram Mr.
Beok, the Ianzig: contingent withdrew sadder,
though one can hardly hope, wiser men.

What had happened to bring about.this complete-
climb-down on the part of these Nazi stalwarts?

Mr. Eden had said that he was,*' indebted to his
Polish collengue for this valuable help in dealing,
with this problem.” : and it is quite obvious that. it

's. | Was by the mediation of Mr. Beck that Mr. Eden

had, put very. stropg prassure upon. the German

governinenf. Perhapsone will. uot ga very far wrong

in.surmising that Berlin was hluntly told that if it
valned friendly terms with England, these absurd

pinprigks in Danzig -must ceasp once for all;, that

the Polish intercession waa_snccessful in bringing it
hame to the German government that it could not pay

to,provoke open hostility on the part of Great Britain.
abthis: juncture; and that cpnsequently German

headqparte.rs gave Mr. Qreissr the. mof d'ordre, to-
give.in and shut up. If this surmise ig. correck, one-

may expect that in future the Reich and Nazi Party-

will treat Danzig es if it formed part of Polend or,

at loast, part of the compact with Poland. It issigni--
ficant certainly that on Lis way lome from Geneva

Mr. Beck stopped some Liours in. Berlin: no doubt,.
in order to round off’ personally the arrangements.
concluded by wire,,

ITALY.

This matéer- came before the Council on Thursday
afternoon, under the heading * Dispute bet ween Italy
" and Ethiopis.,” Dispute ? Hed not Ifsly:been judged
unanimously and: solemnly to: hava launched: an
unprovokad war-of aggression or 8. follow-member t-
Ta label this. gramest international offence amers,
“Jispute.” hetween two members jg.surely to-beg the-
whole: question;,

‘Yot sush, is-the case-;-and it -is: mwosk important
ta keep. im: minds that: thes officiel Lesgue attitude
towards the Jtalian: inwesion;of Ethiopimis that it con..
gtitutes. a: dispute.”.. If this is Leagua " impeebian
lity ™, obviously magistrates should also desoribe:
- ongen. of ‘housev breaking aa “ dispubes beiweem bur.-
glmanﬂ hanamholders" '

Let us nowr see, what exactly tha Counoil did’

when- Mr; Eden announced

on this ocoasiow; - It wes seized: of-a-report- submitted:
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by the chairman of the “Committee of Thirtesn”, the
-eminent Spanish statesman, Mr. de Madariaga. Paren-
~thetically let us observe that this* Committes " is
- gsimply the Qounoil iteelf minus Italy. Baron Aloisi
immediately observed that it was not for Italy to
vobe on this matter : whareupon the remaining Thir.
-teen, gua Counoil, solemnly passed the Reporé pre-

-gonted to themaelves by themselves gua Committes.

"The whole thing did not take five minutes.

And what did the Raport say ? That the Com-
mittee did not find it feasible {o aocede #o the
Ethiopian requests for fingnoial assistance and for an
impartial enquiry ; that i saw for the time bsing no

* opportunity of faoilitating and hastening the settle-

ment of the dispute through an agresment hetween
the Parties within the Iramework of the Covenant™ 3
and that therefore “ it could only decide to watch
-the situation carefully.”
And the oil sanctions ¢ They wers hot as much
-a8 mentioned : though the Cuncii members were
of course aware that the “ Committes of Eighteen *
{ & Commiltee of the Assembly of the League ) were
- sbout to appoint a “Committea of Experts” to “conduct
- & technioal examination of the trade and transpart of
petroleum”—as good a dodge for spinning out pro-
-oeedings without having to take decisions as any
other. No doubt, once the rainy season has safely
get in and put = stop to all military cperations, the

League will decree the application of oil sanctions—

-at least for the duration of the rainy season ?

Mr. Eden had sat impsssively throughout this
business : which by no means impliss that he was
inactive. On the day before he had addressed s
lengthy memorandum to the * Committes of Eight-

-een "’ { not to the Council |) informing them of the
military understanding for mubtual protection in the
‘Mediterranean, initiated by H, M.s government
with France, Greecs, Turkey and Yugoslavis. Simul-
-taneous declarations to the same effect wera handed
“in to the Eighteen by the French, Turkish, Greek and
Yugoslav delegations; morsover, the Czerhoslovakian
- delogate also sent in s note in whioh he declared
that the Yugoslav adhesion to this Military Pact
had been taken in full acsord with the other mem-
“bers of the “ Little Entente ”, viz. Rumania and
-Czechoslovakia.

These declarations are of great importance : on
the one hand they foreshadow the mutual help in
case of need, in fact 8 military alliance, not to put
too fine @ point on it, between Great Britain, Franae,
Yugoslavia, Greece, Torkey, Rumania and Ozacho-
slovakis, and they thus constitute s definite warning
‘to prospeotive disturbers of the European peace, by
“which term one thinks not so much of Italy, as of
.Germany. The whole move is a very great success
for Mz, Eden : aud incideutally -it wiil explain the
-#udden German complaisance over Danzig,

On the other hand thess declarations put the
matter right »is-a-viz of the League : for of courss Sir

8. Hoare had begun all his naval adventares in the

Mediterranean purely on his owa, and the point
made by the Italian delegate { in B verbal wnoto sent
40 all membars of the Loagne on Friday, the 24th

inst, in reply to the declaration above mentioned )
is perfeetly justified, that :

It would e difloult .oven from a formml point of view
alone %0 oomtest the faot that previoualy to the ekchange -
of visws aforsmentioned provisions of an exiraordinary’.
nature had bsem taken by = Powsr outside the Itale--
E:ihicpian dispute withoud oommuttioading them 40 the:
League, while the examiaation of shy aontroversy by the
League Oouncil way atill pending, and before thers had -
besn &n opportunity oe poulhllty of roferrigg te artiole
‘16 of the Covenans.,

Mr. Eden thus has dons his best to repair his pradaoe-

esor's bad blunder of acting, not on behalf of the

Leagus, but individually ; nok to preserve peace, but
British interests in Africa, But I think there is even
more in these" declarations than this: in faot, one
can hardly be wrong if one 1aoks upon themms u

veiled invitation, held out by the declaratory Powers
to Italy, to join their mutual protection-pact, which

in that oase would ba made to cover—Austria. .

Bsron Aloisi’s presence at the Council-table; -
hia friendly remarks on the death of King George;
the lull in sanotionist talk;the general expsctancy
of & further-peace move during the rains; the
League's chilly “correctness” towards Ethiopis;
sll indications eombine to make one believe that a
mester-mind is preparing within the League frame--
work so strong a combination of Powers against any
further arbitrament by war that. even Hitlerian
Germany will in the end deem diseretion the bet.iier
part of valour and—join the combination,

And I don’t mind admitting that in my opinion
that master-mind is Mr. Anthony Eden. Which is~
not equivalent to saying that he will succeed—for
no man ean command succass—but at least it is some-.
thing o understand the game of which one sees the
moves,

Geneva,

H. C. E. ZACHARIAS,
30tk January. Co -

A eviews,

AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL STUDY.

THE CONSTITUTION IN SCHOOL AND
COLLEGE. By H, ARNOLD BENNETT. ( Pui-
nam’s, New York, } 1935, 24om. 315p $3.50.

THIS is » unigue book written by an American

gcholar and eduentionist, Since the American Civil

War most of the state governmsuts have legislated

for a compulsory study of the Constitution in educne

tionsl institutions, Dr. Bennett finds that higher
institutions have practically ignored this require-
ment. The sehools provide formal instruotion, but it
ie devoid of all critioal and construofive value, The
Constitution in the United States has too often and
too long been freatad as an immutable and passive
symbol of national unity and stability. In the
opinion of Dr. Arnold this is a mistake, The conekie'
tution ought to be taught asuwn instrument of govern~
ment in changing sooiety. ‘

Dr, Arnold finds fault with old legal scholers

| who cared only for forms and structure and ignored

the underlying political principles. The educae

. tionist, on the other hand, approached the Constitu<
| tion mph too much awe.

Henos an ob:actlva study
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of the Constitution was never inculcated smong the
.Am_erican people in the most impressionable days of
their lives. A very strong prejudice sgainst all
would be amenders of the Constitution pervades
American voters and the process of peaceful adjust-
ment of constitutional forms to changing social
‘conditions bas thup become well-nigh impossible. Dr.
Bennett hee, therefore, put in o strong and plausible
Dlea for a new approach to the study of the Comsti-
tution, which be calls neo-juridical. An objective,
critical and constructive study of the clauses of the
Constitution and their bearing on ocontemporary
scoisl life would of course be s very welocome addi-
tion to American scholarship, But whether the
8chool is & stage at which such an erudite and ambi-
tious plan can be tried with advantage ia doubtful.
Perhaps, Dr. Arnold suspects this and he therefore
recommends that the teachers themselves in their
colleges should le tavght the Constitution in this
way, so that they may paes on the new outlock to
echolars,

Dr.- Arpold has written & very scholarly book
whioch j» based on a fund of erudition and experience.
Its perusal snd study ought to be helpful both to
students of the American Constitution and to edu-
cational experts. We may, however, be permitted to
state that much as objectivity and ocomprehension
may add to the usefulness of an advanced worker's
study of the Constitution neither the interests of
scholarship nor of civie virtue are likely to be fur-
thered by asking the gchool student torun before he
can walk., Inthe hands of an exceptionally able
teacher, such as Dr. Bennett himself, any system,
however ambitious, would succeed. But for the
average school student and his teacher, the civie pur-
pose of & siudy of the constitution is fairly well
served by a more or less descriptive study undertaken
in a respectful mood. We agree that the introduction
of a little more political science in the teacher's own
study of the Congtitution may come in as a useful
reform. We recommend Dr. Bernett's book to all
educationists and constitutional scholara,

D, G. KARVE,

' INDIAN FINANCE.

REVIEW OF INDIAN FINANCE., 1927-34.
By K. T. SHAB. (The. Popular Book Depot,

Bombay. ) 1934, 24cm. 48p. Rs. 2.

THIS boock is intended &8 & Supplement to the
author's “ Sixty Years of Indian Finance.” It is
admitted in the beginning that the edge of the criti-
cism ia dulled if we take account of the world-wide
depression and the fact that India is passing through
a period of transition. 1t is the opinion of the author
that during his stewardship Sir George Schuster
could not subserve Indian interests, Governmené
burdens bave increased, and in the matter of currency
Sir George has submitted to the dictates of White-
ball. Ag for reduction in the interest payments,
it is obiained only by {iransferring the interest
oharges to the commercial depariments which are far
from paying. One result of his debt operations has
~besn to increase the burden of private indebtedness,
Ample facts are given in support of the above eon-
fontion.
An for the reduction in military expenditure to
the tune of scme ten orcres of rupees the author
rightly points out that it is temporary and demands
for re-equipment mey epring up at any time. There
has been no substantial reduction in eivil adminis-
tration expenditure. ’
All the increases in taxation in Bir George
Sohuster’s time are examined in detail. It is caloulat-

ed that the total addition to revenue from fresh taxa.
tion is abeut Rs. 50 crores. During this period
Imperial Preference was openly asserted and oarried:
out. For example, the duty on British eotton picoe.

goods was 23 p. ¢, while that on non-British piece-
gocds was 50 p. . The arguments given by the
suthor against the silver duty are quite sonvinoing.
The excise duty on suger and matches pressed upon-
the poor people much more heavily than on the rich-
and the principle of adjusting every tex to the ability

of the payer is violated.

On page 40 the author reproduces from his large
work the principle that agricultural incomes should
be taxed by the imposition of an additional income-
tax. We disgent from this opinion for reasons
which are generally known by thie time,

Enough dsata sre supplied for proving the
charge that the Government Lave contracted and ex—
pended in currency to suit their own convenience.
In fect the need for manipulation arises from the-
maintenance of the 184. ratio so that the rupee haos
to go with the pound-sterling being tied to it.

It i3 doubtful however whether India would
have benefited from allowing the rupee to find its own.
exchange-level. The gold bloo has been trying this
expedient and is far from happy. The review there-
fore ghows that in every item concerning the finan-
cial position, India- displays a worsening effeot.
during the last seven years.

V. N. GODBOLE.

INDIAN MILITARY ENGINEERING.

THE MILITARY ENGINEER IN INDIA. By
E. W, C. SANDES. ( The Institution of Royal-
Epgineers, Chatham, ) 1933 & 1935, 2dem. 594,
392pp. 30/~ for 2 vols, -

THIS is the history of the activities of the Engineer

Corps of the East India Company, written in great

detail with maps, charts, and numerous half-tone-

illugtrations. The author was for some yeara the
prinoipal of the Thomason Civil Engineering College,.

Roorkee, and has already got to his credit two inter-

esting books : * In Kut and Captivity ”and “ Tales

of Turkey ".

The firet volume, to which a foreword has been-
provided by General Sir Bindon Blood, deals with:
the achievements from the year 1640 onwards of the-
men who firgt started as Gunners and carried cut-.
the defensive works of the East India Company and
of their successors who sssumed the charge of the
military works in the capacity of full fledged en-
gineers, as the trading company developed into an.
imporiant political body. The regular Public Works
Department of India was not orgsnised till the year
1853, Still at this time there were 2o many stupen-
dous civil engineering works, either started or-
projected, and so few civil engineers to do them,
that complete control of the civil works could not.
be trapsferred to the P. W, D.till so late as 1895,
when the P, W, D. was finally separated from the
Military Works Department. 8till most of the higher-
responsible posts in the Railway Engineering Ser-
vice and those of Chief Engineers of Provinces on the -
oivil side were occupied by Royal Engioeers.

The first few chapters of the first, volume are
devoted to the history of the fortifications of Madras,
Bombay and Calcutta, and in the course of the narra-
tion a very interesting aoccount is given of _the-
difficulties encountered, not only from the rival
trading companies but also from the parsimonious
Board of Directors in England, who often grudged
to sanction the mneceesary funds for the detonsiv’e-
works, saying * Our business is trade and not war.”



FEBRUARY 20, 1936.}

THE SERVANT OF INDIA .95

‘

. The island of Bombay cama into the possession

-of the. British as part dowry of the marriage of
Infanta Catherine of Portugal with King Charles II
of Eogland in 1661. The Portuguese Viceroy at Gos,
‘when the news firat reached him, was shocked, and,
'plunging into despair, wrote: “India will ba lost on
“the same day on which the English nation is gattled
in Bombay,” The prophesy has happily proved
untrue, _
After giving an interesting account of the East
Jdndia Company, tha suthor proceeds o desoribs
he exploits of the Military Engineers in the varions
campaigns no less than 40 in numbar, .both inside
-and outside of India, such as the four Mysore wars,
thethree Mahratta wars, the Afghan, Sikh, Burmaand
China wars, the Indian Mutiny of 1857, the North-

West Frontier Provinces war, ete. taking tha readers

“to the - modern Great World War of 1914-18, not
omitting the Intestopsrations in N. W. F. P, ths oam-
paign in Vasiristan, the Moplah rebellion of Malabar,
.the Eajari Plain operationa of 1929-31, the Afridi
attack on Peshawar, and all the important events
~that took place down to 1932. Very ussful appen-
dices are added at the end of the firat volume on
-the existing Military Engineer Service Organisation,
Queen Victoria’'s Own Madras, King Gaorge’s Own
Bengal, and the Royal Bombay Sappers and Miners,
-S8ubmarine Mining in India, eto., with a very exhau-
-stive index at the end of both the volumes,

The chronological order of events as striotly
Iollowed in the firat volume was not poassible in the
-second, In it are described the achievements of the
-military engineers in oivil capacity as enginears,
-Aoientists, archaeologists, administrators, etc. The
-paré played by them in this capacity to make India
-what she is today is very important. As Ierigation
-engineers, they are respoasible for the excavation of
“¢he Upper snd Lower Ganga Canals, the Lower
AChenab Canal, the Siad Canals and many others, not to
«xclude the Khadakwasla dam and the Maths, Canals
-system near Poona. In the Roads Branch they have
<40 their oredit the Grand Trunk Road with the
Attock Bridge, the Kalsi Suspsnsion Bridgs, the
:Bombay Agra Road, the Bombay Caleutta Road, eto.,
and the Railway Branch all the older railway sys-
temaeguchasthe G. L P. R, M.S. M. R, the B. B, .
’I. R, E I. R, etc, which were designed by Ryal
Enginesrs and the Khyber Pass Railway, which
mas not only designed buk constracted by $1em,

. On the Buildings side too they have left a 1aat-
ing monument, The famous building of H. M.'s
Mint, the Towa Hall, the Sacretariat, the High Court
ato. in Bombay; the 8t John’s Church, the Gavarn-
‘ment House, the Town Hall, the Silver Mint, St.
Paul’s Cathedral, etc, ia Caloutta; King Gaorge’s
Medical Collegs, Lucknow, and many other similar
very magnificent buildings eracted by them oertainly
do oredit to their .enginaering and architeotural
—skill: They have done equally wall even in Marine
Eogineering. The Dty and Wet Dooks of Madras
and Bombay, the Light Houses of Bombay and Bur-
ana are & few of tha many ispiring works designed
and executed by them, :

A work of still greater merit is the Survey of
-Tadisa, Or_le must, in fairness, ackanowleiga that the
Aopographical map is the foundation stone upon
which all the projacte, whether of Roads, Irrigation
-»Ca.n?ls, or Railways are based In what masterly
fashioa they have exesuted it and with what agou-
Tacy they have shown even the minutast details, an
engineer alone can appreciate. Thair eontribusion
3o the Archaeology of India is of no small magnituda,
,.quor-(}aneral Bir Alexander Cunningham's name
‘written in golden letters in the anmals of Indian
‘Arohaeology will ever be remembered with grati-

tude. Nor is their record in the government field or
as conduotors .of educational institutions less
distinguished, &
The author deserves great oredit for the exten-
sive and laborious researches made by "him for writ-
ing thess volumes,” This invests his work with great
historical value. '
: R, 8, DESHPANDE,

SHORT NOTICE.

RECONSTRUCTING ELEMENTARY EDUCA-
TION IN MYSORE. By M. SIDDALIN-
GAIYA. (The New Education Fellowship,
Mysore. } 1935. 18om. 211p. R, 2-8-0,

THIS is an exoellent publication, thorough and com-
prehansive in respect of treatment of tha problem
whioh it undertakes to discuss. The author is very
woll qualified to write on the subject and usefally
quotes & good deal fron well-knowa American and
Earopean educationists. Although the book is
writion with Mysore in view, its ooaclusions ara
equally applicable to the whole of India, The
problem of elementary education in Indis, with its
allied questions, has baen discussed both fron the
theoretical and practical points of view, and in that
light reconstruction of elementary education has
been proposed. _ ‘

A “ new philosophy of education ™ has beem
propounded and in consonance with the aims thua
defined, revision of ourriculum, re-writing of text-
baoks, readjustment of the primary course both ia
respeat of the prosoribed siudies and length, re-
organisation of institutions for tha training of
teachers and revitalising of the whols fabrio under-
lying the educational syitem have baen succasafully
attempted in & suocinet manner. Taers is little in
the book with which any reader would dissgree.
The book is pleasant and immeoansely ingtructive
reading to persons interested in educational matters,
In aimost all tho provinees today, there is & discarni-
ble stirto raconstruct eduoation on linas related to
the realities of life, rural and urban, If the spsad haas
to ba aocelerated and a ocorreot approash to ths new
education in praotica has to ba ensured, it is very
naceasary that private offorts on a soand basis and
iafelligent organisation shouold ba fortheoming in
large measure to run these exparimantal schools.

M. B, MODAK.

BOOJKS RECEIVED.

LABOUR'S WAY TO CONTROL BANKING AND
FINANQE, By Joan WiLMmor, ( Laboar Showas the way
Series.)} ( Methuen,) 1935, 200 n. 113p. 2/6.
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EstABLISHED 1911,

The Bombay Provincial Co-operative Bank Ltd.

( Registered wnder the Co-operative Societies Act.)

¢ Head Office: Apollo Street, Fort, BOMBAY. (Eranches: 28)
% Apex Bank of the Co-operative Movement in Bombay Presidency. .

WERKING CAPITAL Exceeds Rs. 2,00,00,£00
FIXED CURRENT AND SAVINGS DEFOCSITS ACCEPTED.
Terms on Application.
ADVANCES mad& only to registered Co-operative Societies,
COLLECTION WORK undertaken at almost all impertant toewns in the Bombay Presidency.

Money deposited with this Bank directly benefits the agriculiurists and persons of small means.

2 For further particulurs wnte to Managing Director.
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% The Industrial and Prudential Assurance Co. [.td
The Premier Indian Life Office.

| Estd, 1913.
Head Cflice — BOMBAY.
UP-TO-DATE BENEFITS. LOW PREMIUMS,
- BONUS:
Whole Life—Rs. 22-8-0 per Thousand per Year.
Endowment—,, I80-0 per —»-

For Agency apply to—Secretaries and Managers,
Industrial and Prudential Assurance Coy. Ltd.,
Esplana.de Road Fort BOMBAY
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SUPREME FOR YEARS
— SUPREME TO-DAY—
—  QUALITY ALWAYS TELLS

Mysore Sandalwood Oil B. P. quality, the tinest In the world, Is perfectly
plended a2nd milled by a special process with
the purest ingredients to make,

SO@IP Avallable Evarywhoré.
GOVERI\N;ENT SOAP FACTORY,

BRNGRL@RE.
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