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Topics of the d¥ecl,

The Congress Jubllee,

THE Golden Jubilee of the Indian National Con-
gresa will be celebrated throughout the country, as is
but mest and proper, by all forward-looking Indians,
frrespoctive of whether they are atill in the Congress
or had to leave it on account of the policy it adopted
in recent yoars. The celebration is to be on strictly
non-party lines, and there is no exouse for anyone
to stand aside, partioularly when the differences of
opinion among the differant seotions of progressives
are rapidly becoming thinner. The Jubiles, however,
falls in & yesr when no political worker who is cap-
able of a correct appreciation of the political situa-
tion will be in a mood of rejoicing, much less in a

mood of exultation,
. * * L

WE are glad to see that the leaders of the Con-
gress are conscious of this. President Rsjendra
Prasad has forbidden {lluminationa as a part of the
Jubileo celebration partly for the reason that such
expenditure would not be justifiable at any time in &
poor oountry like Indis, and particnlarly at & time
of economio depression like the present, and partly—
and we believe ochiefly—bscause it is realiced that
** when repression is still rife in the country and
thousands of men and women are in internment
without trial  jubilation such as is indicated by

flluminations would be altogether inappropriate,
* [ &

REPRESSION is, however, only one aspect of the
dofeat which the Congress and the couniry as a
whole have sustained at the handa of the Govern--
ment on the question of reforms. The new constitu-- -
tion, instead of placing India near the oulmination
of her political progress ss had been hoped, is a veri-
table chackle on that progress. No one who will:
caimly contemplate the situation can deny it for one
moment. Those who pin their faith to eonstitutional
means must recognise that the India Act is so fram--
od that constitutionaliam holde no promise for the
future. Those who believe in direct asction must
equally recognise that this method will be unavail--
able hereafter, when an ostensibiy Indian Govern-.
ment will be in power. The vested interests in Indian
society—those that existed before and those that will
be oreated anew, chiefly the Prineces—entrenched
securely behind the British Government will rule the-
country. We are eaught in & vice. Never was the.
political situation more desperate than now.

+* * *

NONE can afford, therefore, to take part in the-
Congress Jubilee in an exultant mood, They should
rather be in a pensive mood. in & mood of self-introg--
pection. Congressmen. ex-Congressmen and others
should, without giving themselves up to pesslmlsmm
or despair, take stock of the results that have flowed
from the pursuit of the different methods, ruminate
on the adjustments that are demanded in thege-
methods by the new sifnation that confronts us—a.
situation to which there is no parallel—achieve a.
United Progressive Froot and then attack the pro-
blems of the country's future progress in a chastened
but undaunted apirit. Let us all use the Jubilae-
celebration for once more restoring unity amongst
our scattered forees, for once more setting ounrselves
resolutely to the task of sweeping into the discard all
that hss proved futile mnd mlschmvous. and for once-
more inspiring each other with a wise but Intrepid
courage to counter both the British Government and
the Indian privileged classes in the interest of the
Common People.

™ » »
A Proselytisation Act.

THE JIndian Wilness, an organ of the Metho--
dist Episcopal Church of Lucknow writes :—A
member of the Legislative Council in the Cantral
Provinces proposes to introduce a Bill for the purpose
of regulating proselytisation. The proposed Bill has
been published in the Hifavada and whether it is ever:
introduced into the Legisiative Council or not, ita pro-

posed provisions have been made publio. “Conversmn"
is defined as an act “of renouncing one and embra.cmg
another religion or faith.” Endently all conversions
are intended fo come under the provisions of the Act.

One provision rends as follows: “Any person or
gociety who proposes, or actually converts any othaer
person or pergons from the religion or faith to another
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shall register himeself or itself making a declaration
to that effect.” A heavy fine with the possibility of
imprisonment extending to six months may result if
due registration is not made.

. A further provision is that reports giving details
of conversions must be made to the District Magis-
trate, as they may be asked for either by the Magis-
trate himself or on application through him by sny
person,

Another provision is that “ the person or persons
to be converted shall be produced before a magistrate
a week before the econversion” and the magistrate
must be patisfied that the conversiom is voluntary.
The magistrate is to record such evidence as may be
necegsary in this inquiry, Again after the lapse of a
week the person or persons to be converted shall ap-
pear again before the magistrate can endorse the
intention first given.

A further provision is that anyone attempting to
convert or converting 8 minor shall be punished with
imprisonment that may extend to tweive months and
with a fine that may extend to a thousand rupees.
There are other details in the Act, but these are pro-
bably the most significant.

#* L} *

A Christian Interpretation.

AFTER thus summarising the provisions of the
proposed Act, our Christian contemporary proceeds to
give its own interpretation of its effect. It Bays:
“The very evident purpose in such an Act is to
restriot religious freedom. By making a civil magis-
trate the suthority who may sanction or refuse a
person the right to reach his own decisions in reli-
gious matters is bringing a type of State supervision
into religious matters that should be repugnant to
Indin with its traditions of religioue freedom. Since

Hinduism has not ordinarily been considered a prose-

1ytising religion it will naturally be oharged with
seeking to restrict those faiths which do permit econ-
version, And Hinduism has all along prided itself
upon its liberality.

“We do not believe that any such legislation will
be passed by any Provineial Legislature. We doubt
whether such legislation would be in keeping with
the religious liberty which India at present enjoys.

“We feel, bowever, that the publieation of auch
proposed legal restrictions should cause us to seek
bebter to understand each other. We do not believe
sincere-minded men and women of any religion be-
liave that there should be legal restrictions placed
upon religious beliefs, So long as no offence is given
to society, there is no reason why the religious liberty
enjoyed in India should not continue, And it should
be clearly realized that genuine religioua movements
cannot be thwarted by impetuous legislation. If there
are smong the Hindus those of the depressed classes
or others who seriously wish to change their faith,
this cannot be prevented by any legislative measures,
If those who favour such measures believe that

difficulties can be put in the way of conversion so as

to make it virtually impossible, we believe such an
effort will end in failure. Perseontion has never
hindered religious development. The blood of the
martyrs hag always been the seed of the Church.

“The Christian attitude towards such legislation
would be that it attempte unncessarily to interfere
with the exercise of the individual's religious freedom,

And we should oppose such legislation, not because it

would restriot our efforts but because it would inter-
fore with the personal privileges of the oitizens of
India, We do not believe such legislation would
receive the whole-hearted support of a very large num-
ber even among Hindus, But communal disputes are

very often omuses for expecting communal support for
any and all communal ¢fforts. It would be difficult
to convinee most people in India that such proposed
legislation was not distinotly communsl and in this
lies its danger. We trust the Hindus of India will
pot be turned aside from their traditional support of
roligious freedom. And we also trust that others in
India will let it be clearly underatood that there will
be no coercion in matters of conversion, Just what
is meant by coeroion is not easily understood and
there is great danger at this point lest the coercion be
on the other side.”™
| ] * *

Coercion or Freedom ?

WE must confess that we are greatly surpised at
this comment from our enlightened ocontemporary.
The Bill probably mneeds certain detailed amand-
ments. If the restrictions sought to be imposed by it
are unnecessarily vexatious and unduly harsh, their
rigour may be softened, But the underlying princi-
ple of the Bill no one can challenge. There are
perious compiaints made all over Indis, but particu-
Iarly in certain provinces, that some of the so-called
conversions are brought about by foroible means;
that sometimes religious fanaticism and frenzy are
the cause of such forced conversions; and abt other
times the dominating motive is politioal, seeking
thereby to inorease the weight of the community
concerned in the legisiatures and other publio bodies.
‘Whatever the grounds for these complaints, right or
wrong, the complainta are rife,

* * *

THE obvious remedy for this state of things is
registration of all conversions, Why should the Indian
Witness look go suspiciously upon iE? Registration
of conversions is intended to serve the purpose which
the appointment of & Protector of Emigrants fulfils
in the case of those who wish to go to foreign ooun-
tries g 1abourers. These labourers are often enticed
sway by holding out to them false allurements,
and the Protector of Emigrants sees to it that the
intending emigrant knows the conditions which ha
will confront where he wishes to- go. The object is
to secure that the emigration that may take place is
really voluntary. Similarly, the object of registra-
tion of conversions is to ensure that the conversions
are not forced, ng they sometimes are,

L J * +*

TO say that the proposed measure will deprive
people of the right of religious freedom is grossly to
misrepresent its nature. It will not destroy religious
freedom ; it will secure it. Does the appointment of
the Protector of Emigrants check voluntary emigra-
tion or promote it ? If it encourages voluntary emi-
gration why should registration of conversions stop
proselytisation of the right type ? The fears of the
Indian Witness are entirely groundless. Our con-
temporary is confident that the measure will neither
be introduced nor passed. We very much hope that
it will be introduced and passed, not in the C. P.
Couneil alone, but in all other Councils as well—
with such amendments as may seem desirable.

* » *

Calcutta Corporation Incident.

MR. A. K. FAZL-UL-HUQ, the Mayor of Calcutts,
has resigned “under circumstances”, as the Mayor
himself says, “which every patriotio Indian will
deoply deplore.” A proposal sent up by 16 Muslim
Councillors to the effect that 25 per cent. of the posts
in the Caloutta Corporation services should be
reserved for Muslims was referred to a special com-
mittee. There was, however, some trouble over the
eloction of the committee’s personnel. The proposed
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et of names did not find favour with the Muslim
members, who in their wrath, led by Khan Bahadur
Momin, walked out. And the Mayor resigned his
office.

TRY as weo may, we oannot persuade ourselves
that this was sufficient eauge for the Mayor to resign.
As the head of the Corporation he Is aupposed to be
abova considerations of communal politics and his
resignation does small credit to his oareer as the
Mayor, In justifioation of this inconsiderate step
My, Huq ssid in an interview that he could not
forget that he was an elected Councillor and when
all the Muslim members had resigned, he could not
but do the same. May we suggest in this conneo-
tion that just as Mr. Huq was an elected Muslim
Councillor, so was he an elected Mayor? Why
should he have been oblivious of this obvious con-
sideration is more than we can see, Instead of
dooilely following the Muslim membera out of the
Corporation, he might have earned the admiration of
“every patriotic Indian” by showing an exemplary
gonse of detachment from all partisan and commuaal
motives,

» . »

Bxcise in Bihar and Orissa.

THERE is nothing in the excise administration
report of Bihar and Orisea for 1934-35 which will
hearten up any temperance worker. As a mattor of
fact there is & good deal which will positively de-
press him ; espeoially the fact that the province
drank more of both country and foreign ligwor. The
rise of over a lakh of gailons or of 20 per cent. af
one bound in a pericd of twelve months, in the
consumption of country liquor is doubtless very dis-
quisting and has apparently given cause for concern
even to the Government themselves. The generai
tendency of all provincial governments is towards
promoting inoreased revenue, even though such a
courss might involve added consumption. A reduc-
tion in the retail rates of oouniry liquor which was
oarried out by the Bibar Government during the year
under report exemplifies that tendency, Probably

when reducing the rates, they did not bargain for
so fearful an increase in consumption. But itis
reassuring that they sse in the increase an evil which
needs their eareful attention and the restrictive action
now contemplated is an inerease in retail prices.
May we suggest & return to the status quo ante ?

L 3 *» »

THE increase in the consumption of foreign
liquors too was no less alarming. Whereas in 1933~
34, 12,116 gallons of spirit, 3,911 gallons of wine
and 64,844 gallons of beer were oonsumed, the cor-
responding figures forthe year under report were
13,837, 5829 and 76,102 gallons respectively, .India-
made foreign liquor also was in demand on an
enlarged scale. Its consumption was 2,828 gailons
of epirit and 5,676 gallons of beer against 2,399
and 1,039 gallons respectively. Nor can these
figures be taken to represent the total consumption of
foreign liquor in the province, for it is stated in tha
report that many private persons and clubs, which
are not required to take out licenses for sale of liquor
to their members, habitually order a part of their
requirements from other provinces. When this fact
is borre in mind, the incremsed consumption of
foreign liquor must give cause for greater concern
even than that of country liquor. For while in the ona,
case the total quantity consumed is messurable, in
the other case it is beyond ascertainment,

» * *

THE writer of the report tries to explain this away
by saying that the consumers are mostly Europeans,
Anglo-Indians and the better off among Indians, The
implication is obvious. It is that these are people
whose soocial degradation, even if brought on by
excess of drink, nead not cause the Government any
qualm of conscisnce. We are not sure that this view
of the matter will commend itself to any well-wisher
of the country. It is to be earnestly hoped that mem-
bers of the Bihar legislature will not lose sight of
this evil of fearfully growing consumption and not
weary of pressing on the iocal Government the desi-
rability and urgenoy of aotion designed to bring it
down to the lowest possible limit,

HOARE GONE,

(VIR SAMUEL HOARE has been dropped out from
the British Oabinet; but the British Govern-
ment does not seem to have dropped his policy.

Sir Samusel too did not like the peace proposals; he

recognised, aa him eritics do, that they give the

aggressor almost all that he could kave hoped #o get
by aggression, But SBir Samuel folt that there was no
heip for it but to offer them, He was all in [avour
of laying an embargo upon the export of oil to Italy,
and such an embargo would considerably weak-
end Mussolini, if not stop him altogether. But
the cardinel prinoiple of the British Government's
policy is not to take isolated action, and ocollective
action in an oil ban is impossible as France will not
join in it. For, although M. Laval had declared
himself to be In favour of putting a ban on oil ex-
ports to Italy, his opinion changed since it became
kpown that Italy would treat the imposition of this
sanction aa an aot of war. The Brilish Government
itaelf never contemplated the use of military sanc.
tions, and if economio sanctions of the more drastio
kind will lead to war—war in which France will

WHAT NEXT?

not take part and of which the brunt will have to
borne by England—ithe British Government must
abstein from these economic sanctions too., The only
practicable course for England thus is to adopt con.
ciliatory methods in favour of Abyssinia and to try
to reach as favourable a settlement for her as may
be poasible in the circumstances. It is true that the
actual settlement proposed is grossly unjust to Aby-
ssinia, but it is only that kind of settlement that hss
any chance with Mussolini when it is once admitted
that collective resistance of an effective type cannot
be offered,

This ia water-tight logio on the part of Sir
Samuel Hoare, and Mr. Baldwin does not repudiate
it at all. One must not therefore delude oneself into
the belief that, with Sir Samuel gone, Mr. Baldwin
will adopt a more vigorous League policy. There is
no reason, however, why he should not. So far ss
stopping the supplies of oil is conoerned, M. Laval’s
oonsent is immaterial. France is not an oil exporting
country and whether his Government supporta the ban
or opposes it, it will not affeot the ultimate issue one
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whit, The League countries that matter in .this
respect are Russia, Rumania and Great Britain.
Russia is agreeable to the oil embargo. Rumania’s
exports are only one.third or one-fourth of British
exports; and Great Britain controls the oil of
Iraq, Persia and Trinidad. In these circumstances
there is mo reason for England to run awsy from
this sanotion because France chooses to run
away. The attitude of the United States is friendly,
if negative. Though it has decided to remain
neutral in this conflict, prohibiting export of the
instruments of war to both parties to the conflict,
the prohibition works in effect against Italy, and it
is to be noted that the list of these prohibited instru-
ments that was drawn up by President Rooseveit
was bodily accepted by the Co-ordinating Committee
of the League, In regard to oil, Mr. Harold Ickes,
Secretary of the Interior and Federal Qil Adminis-
trator, informed the industry that it “ought to comply
in the letfer and in the epirit with the U. S. Govern-
ment’s efforts to prevent the furnishing of war
materiale to either of the belligerents.” This
bappened on 21st November, but when the
-Government saw that in the League Powers them-
geives there was great Jukewarmness about the
use- of this sanction it drew bmck, and on 3rd
December Mr. Ickes explained that his former decla-
ration referred to munitions and not to other mate-
rials indirectly ureful for war purposes. But there
isno question that the U. 8, Government will fully
co-operate with the League countries by using all the
pressure it can upon the American shippers not to
export oil if the League countries decide upon
putting the oil embargo into effect, and in any oase
in keeping ihe exports of oil down to the normal
lovel of the past few vyesrs, 20 per cent, of oil ex-
“ported to Italy being normally supplied by the U. S.
From all this it will appear that the key-position in
respect to the oil embargo is held by Great Britain,
and there is no reason why she should not press for
the application of this most powerful sanction, what-
ever the attitude of France may be.

But, it is urged, the application of this sarction
will immediately provoke Italy into war, and Great
Britain cannot certainly think of condueting war
with Italy single-handed. In the first place, it is
-erroneous to think that the oil embargo means war.
Mad as Mussolini is, he is not that mad. On this
point the Economist’s opinion may be taken into
-consideration. “The o¢il embarge iz one™, it
says, “agesinst which Signor Mussolini can take
very little, if any, effective military action.”
But, assuming for argument’s sake, that he meets
the oil ban with war, is there any reason for Great
Britsin to be apprehensive ? Sir Samuel Hoare
himeelf had no fear about that. If she decided to
-apply military sanotions she could do so effectively
without help from other countriea, but she does not
want to take any action except in co-operation with
them. For one country to go to war by itself
with another country would be, Sir Samuel says,
& private war, which Great Britain has undertaken
not to enter upon, Buch isoiated action would be

opposed to the principle of colleotive security on
which the whole League structure is based. This is
mere quibbling. Great ‘Britain must not go to war
with Italy for her own purposes. But if she goes to
war, not in her interest, but in obedience to the eall
of the Lieague for preserving the territorial integrity
of a threatened country her action would be not only
justifiable but highly commendable. Indeed under the
League Covenant, every Member State is obligated
to do whatever it can to check the aggression upon
another Member State, and it is not absolved from ita
obligation because other States do not fulfil their part
of the duty. If Great Britain stands alone in enforeing
military sanctions against Italy so much more glory
to her, The idea that because France will not co-
operate with England in doing what both are requir-
ed to do under the Covenant England too may remain
inactive is wholly wrong. Buft this ides governed
Sir Samuel Hoare's policy, and Mr. Baldwin is not
going to abandon if. France's record in this matter

is extremely black. Mr. Lloyd Georgs told the

House of Commons on 23rd October that even when

- the League countries had decided upon the stoppage

of the export of arms and war materials both to
Abyssinia and Italy, France had been supplying
Italy with huge quantities of prohibited goods, Bet.
waeen January and September of this year she sent to
Italy 478 tons of the products of the distillation of
coal, corresponding to what is known as T.N. T. “I¢
ia the materiel,” Mr. George said, “for high explo-
gives, In 1934 there were no exports of that kind to
Italy from France, but 478 tons, not of explesive
shells, but of explosives, were sent between Januarg
and September, three months after the embargo, from
France for bombs and shells, During the same
period, 697 tons of glycerine was sent ; that is for the
great guns—cordite. Anybody knows how important
that is as a war material.” Eungland can never
receive co-operation in imposing sanctions from
& ocountry which is guilty of such doings. It is
no sort of justification, therefore, for her fo refuse
to put even military sanctions into force if she can do
80 because Pranoce will not co-operate with her,

The Hoare-L.aval pesce proposals are killed, but
this does not mean that the British Government will
put any more energy into its Lieague policy. So far
a8 Abyssinia is concerned, the situation will remain
much the same as before. A “ peaceful and honour-
able settlement” will not be attempted for some time
longer, but the sanctions will not be stiffened either,
Italy and Abyssinia will be left to fight it out be-
tween themselves. Collective security hasthus va-
nished in any case. One good featurs of the military
situation is that Italy is not having all her own way
in the war. She is meeting with stern resistance on the
part of Abyssinia, and Italy’s hope of eonquering the
oountry within the next three or four months before
the rains set in again cannot be realised, After some
more fighting peace terms will once more be in the air
and we are afraid they will differ from the Hoare~
Laval proposals, s0 unceremoniously turned dowa,
only in detail. They will again be based, we fear,
on the 1906 treaty—a treaty which should have been
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declared null end void as being inconsistent with
the fundamental principles of the League Covenant.
The policy of earving up Abyssinia in economic gones
peserved for different European ocountries will be re-
vived, and that is little short of politioal dismember-
ment. Sir Samuel Hoare eaid that France in January
had agreed to disinterest herself economically in
Abyssinin, Mr, Lloyd George brought out the real
implications of this. * It was more or less,” he gsaid,
“ like the sort of issue which arose between ourselves
and Francein Egypt.... The Entente between Franca
and Britain was based upon our disinteresting our-
selves in Morocco and giving France a free hend,
Franoes on the other hand withdrawing her c¢laims in
Egypt.” Similarly, Mr. George pointed out, France’s
disinteresting herself in Abyssinia * was not a mere
question of shares in a railway in Eritrea. That
waa & small matter. PBut France is able practically
to leave her Italian frontier unprotected. I am told
that France values that concession as 18 divisions—
balf the whole demand of Hitler for the German
army. That ias a tremendous eoncession. 'Where
there s an agreement which has these tremendous
resunlts, where the concessions are of very great mag-
nitude, and where Francs in return says, ' We dis-
interest ouerselves in Abyssinia ecomomically,” it
means something, There was another circumstance
to show that it meant a iittle more than the right to
ooncessions in Abyssinia to work minerals or to sink
oil wells there. Signor Mussolini was at that time
sending troops there. He was building up an army
at the beginning of that time. The moment tha
agreemont was made he mobilised two divizions of
regular troops. He organised 70,000 Black Shirta
moon after this,. ... Any Foreign Minister, hearing a
phrase of that kind (* France disinteresting herself
eoonomically in Abyssinia’) immediately efter the
sending of troops there, would know at once what it
meant. Abyssinia knew, and appesled to the
League,”

But even if reserving special economic sones
for different countries or for one country has no
politioal significance, one oan easily see how
vory much worse this is than a mandate, Thin is
brought out very clearly in the reply of the Ethiopian
Government to the peace proposals, ** The mandatory
system,” it is said in this reply, “ always safeguards
the rights of the native population, seeking to promote
and encourage its economio progress, It includes as e
fundamental principle equality of treatment of nation-
als of all Member States of the League, The project
consecrating in favour of Italy an exclusivity of future
soonomio initiative would sssure the impossibility
of compstition in the development of a region by Italy
alone for its own profit.” The proposals thus “ tend
to institute in Eihlopia a system worse than a man-
date.” Nor indesd could Abyesinia be handed over,
under the League principles, to Iialy as a mandate.
In the selsction of the mandatory country oare has
to be taken to see thatit is a country which tha
country to be put under a mandats has no oause to
fear. You oannot appoint the declarad enemy of a
person his guardian or trustee, This is obvious, Lord

Lugard recently discussed in the T¥mes the question
of placing Abyssinia under & mandate. He said the
League must firet annex Ethiopia as international
territory before it sppoints a mandatory, which of
course the League oannot do, If even & League
rmandate is not possible, how is an Italian mandate at
all possible ¥ Lord Lugard then recommended the ap-
pointment of a temporary Commission for the purpose
of effecting reforms in Abyssinia, and he suggeated—
and this is the coniral point—that the Commission
should “preferably be eontrolled by Holland, who has
great colonial experienos, assisted perhaps by Saedon,
Denmark and Norway.” Why were these countries -
suggested ? Lord Lugard himself supplies the answer:
“ None of the these countries can be suspected of
motives of self-interest.” Even if a temporary
Commission is to be appointed, we have rigorously
to exciude from it representatives of countries
which ean be suspsoted of motives of self-interess.
Can Italy them be appoinied as a mandatory for
Abyssinia? Certainly nof, if the League principles
are at ail to respected. But the Hoare-Liaval proposala
put Italy in absolute control, without the supervision
of the League, The question hasonly to be putin
this way in order that the enormity of the injustice
involved in it may be fully realised.

Even if nothing elas comes from the summary.
rejoction of the Hoare-Liaval propoesals, even if it does
not lead to strong action on the part of the countries
which profess to have underwritten the sanctions
policy, it at least has exposed the fraud of " an
honourable settloment,” and that is a distinet gain.
If the Lsague cannot help Abyssinia let it say so
and keep quiet, but let it not under a false guise
make her s slave of Italy.

HINDUISM ON TRIAL.

R. AMBEDKAR'S determination to leave the
Hindu fold is nothing but an ultimatum to the
Hindu community to set its house in order.

The Depressed Ciasses Conference held at Yeola,
where as its president Dr, Ambedkar declared his
intention, endorsed it in the form of a resolution and
several meotings of the so-called untouchables have
subsequently supported that resolution. At some of
these meetings it was made clear beyond doubt thaté
the melf-respeoting seotion of the untouchables are
sincerely disgusted with the Hindu orthodoxy which
believes in untouchability as an essential part of
Hinduism and which oonsiders social inequality as
the corner-stone of its structure, This disgust way
expressed by breaking publioly idole of Hindu gods
and goddesses whom the depressed classes have been
$ill recently worshipping and by burning books held
to be sacred by the Hindus. This kind of demonstra-
tion may be considered by some as unnecessarily
violent, but it must be remembered that it is not an
easy thing for any people to hold such demonstrations
without steeling their hearts agsinst sentiments
cherished for gonerations. Only a grim resolva can
lead to such demonstrative actions. The outrageous
conduct of oaste Hindus towards tha helplesg
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+ untouchables in 8 village in Nasik distriet which
followdd on the heels of the Kavitha incidents has
added fuel to the fire,

It would be suicidal on the part of the leaders of
the Hindu community to treat Dr. Ambedkar’s de-
claration as an empty threat, Apart from his master-
ful personslity and the immense influence he wields
over the untouchable masses, not only in Maha-
rashtra but also in other provinces, his declaration is
but the reflection of the awakened mind of the down-
trodden castes. An Ambedkar was bound to arise in
this country. If those caste Hindus who resent his
words and actions and want to preach the gospel of
patience would reflect for a moment and honestly
ask themselves how few of them would be proud of
being Hindus in a society in which they were
treated like dogs and pigs, they would find nothing
unnatural or outrageous in Dr. Ambedkar’'s and
his followers’ attitude. It is argued by some that
religion is not a thing which should be bartered
and that ite vslue, which is epiritual, shouid not
be measured by a material standard. But a man who
wanis apiritual ealvation may sitain it through sny
religion or, for the matter of that, without any reli-
gious label, for spiritual salvation does not depend
upon any particular dogma. Can it be reasonably
confended that a section of mankind must submit to
social degradation if they want to attain to spiritual
salvation ? The Hindu society is based on the socio-
economio system of caste ; there are degrees of social
degradation and certain castes ere condemned to the
worst degradation and extreme humiliation. Spiri-
tusl salvation is a matter of speculation. There may
be different conceptions about it, and there msay be
sceptica who will confess their ignorance of what
those words mean, Such is not the cmse with the
gocial degradation snd humiliation which are involv-
ed in the caste system, especially those whioh the
depressed clasees have to suffer. It is & matter of
every day experience, The present-day Hinduism
asks the so-called untouchables to bear the indigni-
ties to which they are subjected in society in a
philosophieal spirit, to behave like good boys in the
pogition to which they sre relegated, and promises
that if they follow this advice thoy will get thsir re-
ward in heaven or in their next birth. Can we blame
the matter-of-fact fellows among them who decline
to accept this promise at its face value and treat it as
a pious fraud ?

Ambedkar or no Ambedkar, the revolt of tha de-
pressed classes against Hinduism—the Hinduism
which professes to be inseparable from the'steel frame
of caste gradation—is bound to gather strength as
time passes. Dr, Ambedkar is only a spokesman, an
ncoredited spokesman, of that movement. The caste
Hindue should consider it their good fortune that
there is o leader of real influence through whom they
can negotiate with the depressed classes. Some caste
Hindu writers and speakers think that ;they need not
ottach much importance to.Dr. Ambedkar's threat
since the majority of the depressed claases would not
follow him if he goes out of the Hindu fold. Granted
that there is some truth in this belief, would it be

safe to sleep over the question ? It would not be just
to shelve the problem of untouohability simply be-
cause those who are branded with that stigma are
for the most part too poor, ignorant and superstitious
to dare fo leave the religion of their forefathers,
but i§ would not be safe either. The support Dr.
Ambedkar is receiving from the various places and
mass meetings clearly shows that a large number
will follow him in whatever step he may take, and
once the exodus begins nothing but a thorough
overhaul of the Hindu social system will stop it.
Why not then stop it just now? The tactica which
some of the caste Hindu leaders are following call
for & word of warning. The game of creating and
fostering divisions among the depressed classes
is & dangerous one. The futility of this kind of
game wag amply demonstrated before the Foone Pact.
The Raja-Munje Pact which was meant as a measure
to checkmate Dr. Ambedkar proved a worthless serap
of paper. The policy of pitting s Raja or a Rajbhoj
or some guch leader against an Ambedkaris but an
imitation of the divide-and-rule policy of the imperia~
lists, and i will never be paying in the long run.
On the other hand it may accelerate the crisis and
harden the hearts of men belonging to the militantly
self-respecting section of the depressed classes.

It is time that the leaders of the Hindu society
decided once for all not only that the caste system is
not an essential part of Hinduism but opposed to ita
bighest tenets, howsoever hoary the system may be.
The caste system has been the weakest point of
Hinduism, The sublime philosophy of the Hindus,
and their achievements in art, literature and science
—their progress in oulfure in general—have not been
able to compensate for the mischief wrought by the
caste system, which has been a veritable blight on
the solidarity of the Hindu community. This ini-
quitous system has raised inequality and injustice to
the level of sanctity and has been responsible for a
good desl of valuable human material being thrown
on the scrap-heap. Notb infrequently has it asked un-
fit persons to discharge duties of the highest order.
Untouchability and unapproachability are but an
extension of this vicious system. The touoh-me-not-
ishness of the Hindu orthodoxy essumes the most
aggressive form with regard to the so-called lowest
castes which also in their turn show the same spirit
towards one another, Those who twit the so-called
untouchables with observing caste distinctions
amongst themselves conveniently forget the fact
that the spirit of caste has percolated to the lowest
strata from the highest. It is for the higher oastes
to set the right example, The abolition of the oaste
gsystem is not only a communal but also a national
problem in that the spirit pervading the majority
community has affected other communities to a
more less extent. It is the greatest stumbling bloek
in the country’s progress in the direction of a strong,
virile and united nationhood.

The annusl session of the Hindu Maha Sabha
which is to be held in Poona this week is confronted
with a orucial problem, It must try to solve this
problem honestly and boldly. It must base its
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+wppeal for tue ubolition of untouchubility, not on
communal grounds, ®s-a-vis the Muslim or any
other community, but on higher grounds such as
those of justice, equality and humapity, The Maha
‘Sabha may not be supported in this attempt by the
.orthodox section; its efforté may he stoutly and
vehemently opposed by that section. But the Maha
Sabha must maks the right choice without hesits-
tion, Already the Hindu Msaha Sabha does not com-

mand the allegiance of the orthodox party. It haa
therefore, little to lose by following tha course
dictated by oconscience, common sense and emerg~
enoy., A pious resolution disapproving of untouch-
ability and the caste system will avail but little.
Only a vigorous country-wide campaign can be ex-
pected to fres the Hindu society from the grip of
these ancienk monsters. .

A REFORMER,

-~

A OLOSED CONSTITUTION.

LL constitutions provide for future amendment
therein, and the attempt of their framers should
be te make them neither too easy nor too diffi-

-cult to amend. It is not easy to strikes balance
‘between too grest a flexibility and too great a rigidity,
but it is only that econstitution that works sucoess-
fully and without stress which fakes a proper middie
course between rigidity and too facile amendment.
If & constitution errs on the Iatter mide it fails to
safeguard the liberties of the peopla; if on the former
it invites revolution,

Qar Indian constitution is not too rigid; it is
wholly unamendable—by constitutional means. The
British Government’s part in making the constitution
-unalterable is universally recognised in India, No
change of any consequence oan come about unless
the British Government desires it and the British
Parliament approves of it. But it is not yet suffiei-
-gntly realised—we have not yet seen & olear stabe-
ment on this subject from any leading politician
«xcepting Mr, Kunzru—that the British Government
and the British Parliament too have nof the last word
on the subjeck, They have to get the assent ( on all
matters excepting purely provinecial onea) of the
rulers of all the federating States, If the Staies
-object—or even if any one of these States objeots—
to an amendment adopted by the British Parliament,
then the amendment cannot take effect. We have
been calling attention to this vital defect in the new
constitution, but ours of course is a voice in the
wilderness. Now, however, that no less an authority
on constitutional law than Prof, Berriedale Keith
has expressed the same view we hope it will receive
some attention. -

Prof, Koeith, in the Journal of Comparative Legis-
lation and International Taw for November, expresses
this opinion, Referring, first, to the voluntary
character of federation for the rulers of States, he
proceeds ;

“But federation once accepted binds the State:
the right of secession is nowhere granted or implied.
In 8. 45 of the Act, however, an Important changs is
made to meet the legitimate oriticism that, as the
Bill first stood, on the breakdown of the federation,
the Governor-General might indefinitely rule with-
out restraint other than that of the Secretary of State,
The period is now reduced to three yoars; thereafter
governmont muat be carried on under the terms of
the Act subject to suoh amendments as Parliament
may make, But such amendments must be restricted
within the limits defined by schedule 2 of the Aot if
tha_y are not to affeot the aocession of the States.
This touches & very delicate point, whioh may give

rise to serious trouble later, Each ruler must ac-
cept, if he wmocedes to the federation, the right of
Parlisment fo amend certain provisions of the Act
without prejudice to the validity of his accossion.

What is the position if Parlisment goes further?

Can the State claim a declaration from the Federal
Court that it is no longer bound by the federation?

The list of matters whioch may noi be altered without

affecting the accession of the States confaina some

items of great importance, Thuse, Parliament cannot

deprive the Governor-General of control of defence

and external affairs or take away hiespecial respon-
gibilities for tranquillity and financial stability,

without, it seems, affecting the adhesion of the States,

Moreover, can a State tacitly acquiesce in change,

and later at pleasure raise the objoction that it is no

longer bound ? The net result is to oreate a federa-
tion in whieh full responsible government cannot ba

introduced by Parliament without affocting the

adhesion of the States.”

Mark Prof. Keith’s worda: “ The net result is to
creste a foderation in which full responsible govern~
ment oannot be introdpced by Parlisment without
affecting the adhesion of the States.” If it be true, as
be says, that “the right of secession is nowhere grant-
ed or implied,” it means that no change in the federal
park of the now constitution can be made which will
be objeotionatle to any State, giving it ground to con-
tend that its adhegion to federation is no longer valid,
Thus all the States oolleotively and every single Siate
individually is giventhe power to veto constitutional
amendments that the British Government itself may
wish to make, Wa are not so simple as to believe
that the British Government will bs bursting with the
desire to make any radioal changes, o, g, to transfer
to popular control the departments of defence and fo-
reign affairs, which are now reserved. Lord Zetland
in his Cust lectura at the University Collegs, Notting-
ham, was brutally frank about it, Hesaid: “Fora
pericd which the boldest prophet would ghrink from
nsming the defenice of tha country and the conduct of
its foreign affairs will be administerad by the Viceroy
and will be beyond the control of the federal legisia-
ture. They will continue, that is to eay, to ba a res-
ponsibility of the Imperial Parliament.” But even
if the Government should agres to throw the responsi-
bility for administering these reserved subiects on to
the shoulders of Indian ministers, it would find itself
unable to introducs the reform except with the ocon<
sent of all the Princes. The dissenting voice of even
one Prince'who is in the federation will block the re-
form, though every other Prinoe and the British Parli-
ament msay be favourably disposed. Our politicians
lash themselves into great fury becsnse the British
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Governmerit does not make mention of Dominion
Status as the goal of Indian political development in
the body of the Aet. In view of the veto power
whioh is conferred upon the Princes and to which
objection iz not taken, all this fury is wasted. Even
if Dominion Status were mentioned in capital letters
in the Aot it would have been wholly futile unless
the Princes’ veto was simultaneously removed and
ensy amendment procedure provided.

There j8 nothing in what we have said above
which is new; we have said it a score of times before,
But what is new is the weighty support which our
contentions have received from guch an acknowledged
authority on constitutional matters as Prof. Keith,
Our politicians condemn the Hoare constitution in
the best declamatory style; but they will not condemn
it for what is easily its worst defect. They may
learn a little from Prof. Keith ! Since the oniy thing
that we for our part can now usefully do is to quote
authorities which Indian politicians cannot ignors,
we give below a fairly exhaustive statement of the
procedure for constitutional amendment which various
countries in Europe have adopted. It is taken from
the speech which Mr. James G. Douglas made in the

Sensate of the Irish Free State on 16th May lest year. |

The Irish constitution provides that, after the expira-
tion of the period of eight years from the date of the
eoming into operation of the constitution, any amend-
ments proposed must be submitted to a referendum of
the people, and shall not be passed unless a majority
of the voters on the register record their votes, and
sither a majority of the voters on the register or two-
thirda of the votes recorded ere in favour of the
amendment. Within the period of eight years amend-
ments of the constitution may be made by ordinary
legislation. This period was later extended by the
Trish Parliament fo sixteen years, and Mz, Dougias
brought in & bill re-introducing the referendum in
fegard to constitutional amendments for the remain-
ing pericd within the sixteen years mentioned. He
was a member of the Constitution Drafting Commit-
tee and was concerned to show that vital amendments
of the constitution must be placed on a different
footing from ordinary laws, and must be protected
from the evil of too facile amendment. In urging
his point of view he observed : :

“ 1 do not know of any country except England
where constitutional changes can be mace as easily
as ordinary legislation. England is not & proper
comparison ag it has no written consfitution, and it
maintaine a hereditery second chamber which pro-
vides & strong conservative block against constitu-
tional ochange. In deference to the Government, I
will begin with those countries which have only one
House of Parlinment. The most important of these
is Spain, which established & single chamber
Parliament after the Revolution, Considerable esre
was taken to prevent hasty constitutional change—
the principal provision being that the Cortes is auto-
matically dissolved if it passes an amendment to the
constitution, which it oannct do without a two-thirds
majority, and the amendment does not become law
unless passed by the newly elected Cortes, which
acts as & Constituent Assembly.

In Finland—apother =single-chamber Parlin-
ment=—ocne-third of the Cbamber can cause legislative

—_

proposals to be deferred until after the next elections,
and even then certain fixed majorities are necessary-
before conetitutional amendments can become law. In:
Esthonia, one-third of the Chamber can submit any

!aw, constitutional or otherwise, to a referendum snd

in Lithuania, 8 three-fifths majority is required for
constitutional amendments which are then submitted

to a referendum if demanded by the President.

Bulgaria does not permit the ordinary Parliament to

alter the constitution. When revision of the consti-

tution is proposed, & speojal National Assembly is

elected, twice the size of the ordinary Parliament,

Even in Turkey, which is very nearly a dictatorship,

and which has only one chamber, two-thirds of the

Assembly must vote for an amendment to the ocon-

stitution before it can become law. IFf we turn to the

bicameral States of Europe, we find that same desire

to prevent alterations in the constitution without

giving the people & chance of expressing their

opinion. Itis not perhaps surprising to find that

in Switzerland a referendum on all constitutional

amendinents is obligatory, but it is particularly

interesting to find that it is also obligetory in

Austria, in Denmark and in Australia. In Adusiralia
a majority of the States as well as a majority of the

whole electorate must agree, and in Denmark if both

Houses agree to a constitutional amendment, they

are both dissolved, and if the new Parliament passes

the mensure, it is then submitted to a referendum.

In Portugal, the oconstitution may be revised
every ten years by a special Constituent Assembly.
If two-thirds of the Assembly agree, it may be
revised five years after the previous revision., In
Norway, s vote of two-thirds of the Storthing is
required, and smendments must be introduced
during the first or second year after an election.
They are not, however, finally passed until after
another election has taken place. In Belgium,the
passing of a oonstitutional amendment causes the
dissolution of both Houses, and a two-thirds majority
in both the newly-elscted chambers i8 necessary
before it can become law. The position in Holland
is, I believe, identical with Belgium, In Rumania,
the position is very similar. Bothk Houses meet
together and a two-thirds majority is required, They
are then both dissolved and a two-thirds vote is
necessary in the new-elected chambers. In Poland:
an smendment to the constitution can be passed if
supported by a two-thirds majority in both Houses,
but there is no provigion for a referendun.

In France, both Houses meet together to consider:
constitutional changes, and an actual majority of
the total membership of both Houses is required. I
have not been able to ascertain the exact position in
(ireece, but I know that all legislation is examined
by Commissions before being discussed by Parlia-
ment, which prevents hasty action. The p_reuent
position in Jtaly, Geermany and Soviet Russiq is not
olear, but I think we may safely assume thab there
is no referendum in any of these countries. It mey
be noted, however, that the Weimar Constitubion in
Germany, which has been superseded, though not
finally repenled, provided fora two-thirds majority
in both Houses as well as for a possible referendum
to the people. ” '

The sbove extract is from the speech of one
whose object was to bring home the evil of inserting
fundamental changesin the constitution by a bare
majority vote in the legisiature, as will be the cuse
in Ireland from now till 1939. Constitutional ame; d-
ments must always bs made more diffieult than
ordinary legislation, and in some countries they are
made very d:ffienlt icdeed, e, g, by the requirement
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that all constitutional amendments must be submit-
ted to the people. But, however difficult they may be,
they are not rendered impossible, as they would be
under the new constitution in this country. In no
other country are there so many as some 600 oonstitu-
ent members of & foderal union, and in no federa-
tion is the cousent of every constituent member re-
-quired for the introduction of an mmendmentin the
constitution. To require, aa our oconstitution does,
that every one of the 600 odd units of the federation

" shall sgree to a constitutional amendment is to make

the constitution immutable, As the Round Table
.for this month remarks,“ It is in the nature of
federations that the eonstituent units demand a pre-
oise legal formulation of their rights and are jealous
of any encroachments thereon, , .. Hence it is in the
nature of federations to be inflexible, to be tardy of
growth to match the development of facts and
opinions. The task, therefore, fa to find some means
-of bending federal constitutions and allowing them
to grow to meei changing circumstances. " It thus
beaomes the especial duty of the framers of federal
-gonstitutiona so to frame them as to admit of a rea-
gonable scope for future growth by an essy amend-
ment procedure. And in addition the courts often
-come to the rescue where the letter of the 1aw seemna
to forbid change, in spite of the facility afforded for
-oonstitutional changes. The Round Table quotes a
pagsage from s Privy Counocil decision in regard to
Canada, in which Lord Sankey said: * While the
courts should be zealous in upholding the charter of
the provinces as enacted in s, 92 (of the British
North America Aot ), it must no less be borne in
mind that the real object of the Aot was to give the
oentral government those high functions and almost
sovereign powers by which uniformity of legislation
might be seoured on all questions which were of com-
mon concern to asll the provinoes as a comatituent
whole, " and then prooseds to say very truly :* The
law must conform to the faots, or so much worse for
the law, " for ' federation is a politiosl expedient, not
a moral principle.” The Canadian constitution * con-
tains several olauges that permit a measure of flexibi-
lity,"” and the oourts often interpret the oconstitu-
tion beyond ite plain meaning and facilitate growth.
Even so in Canada tremendous difficulties are ex-
perienced because, with all these safeguarde, the oon-
stitution still remains too rigid. And in Oanada the
particularism of only nine provinces has to be dealt
with, If in India our advance to responsible
government is placed at the merey of every one of
the 600 autooratio Princes who may be in the fede-
ration, will that advance ever hecoma possible—even
if Dominion Status were to be repeated ten times in
-every seotion of the Act? Our oconstitution is
not open to change at all; it is sealed against

all change ~ If conatitutional means alone are to
be used,

[y
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INDIAN TRADE UNIONS.

TRADE UNIONISM AND LABOUR DISPUTES
IN INDIA. By AHMAD MUKHTAR. (Longmans,
Bombay. ) 1935, Z2cm, 251p. Re. 6.

THERE have been many books written about Trade

Unionism and Labour Disputes in other countries

but very few about India.

This book is “ an attempt at presenting the
recent development, present position and main prob-
lems with reference o trade unionism and labour
disputes in this country ”. The author claims his
“ association with the conditions of Indian labour.
dates baok to the last fifteen years, ™ '

In the first chapter, a brief historical survey of
confliots between Labour and Capital since 1884
among various classes of workers in different pro-
vinces of the country has been made. Plantation
workers’, textila workers’ and railway workers' dis-
putes in recent years have been spacially dealt with,
In spite of good material available in the Evidence
Volumes of the Whitley Commission, the author has
not made an adequate atbtempt to desoribe the condia
tions in the railways and other transport underiak-
ings; the activities of the trade unions of Govern-
ment workers have also been ignored. Nor is any
space devoted to desoribe the sifuation in the Indian
Native States. The author would have done well to
refer to the History of various Trade Unions prepared
by Mr. R. R. Bakhale.

The second chapter on “ The Law and the Right
to Combine " is a summary of Government reporis
on the working of the Trade TUnion Act. No
oritioism worth the name has been made of the
vexatjious rules iseued by Looal Governments such
ag those whick in effeot discourage amalgamation of
registerad unions oatering for workers spread over a
wide area. The defects of the Indian Trade Unions
Aot have not been dealt with. In this chapter,
there is interesting Information about the number of
workers in the registered trade unions in different
provinces, prepared from the Annual Reports of the
Registrars.

The third chapter is on the investigation and
setilement of labour diSputes and & summary of the
provisions of the Actis given, bul there is nocriti- -
cism of it. The Aot has failed to deal with the most
important disputes. It has been used to restriot the
right to strike in the public utility services and the
Government have in most csses refused to use the
machinery of the Aot to settle txade disputes in spite
of frequent applioations. There is no mention about
the unsatisfactory regulations framed underthe Aot
for entertaining applications. The recommendations
of the Railway Court of Inquiry on the Aot bave not
been dealt with, The non-recognitioni of trade
unione as such in the Act when dealing with trada
disputes has not received any attention,

The fourth ohapter is specially devoted to the
Abmedabad Textile Labour Association.

The fifth chapter on Trade Union Co-ordination
deals with the history of the All-India Trade Union
Congress and Nagpur split. There ia no refersnca to
the great part piayed by the All-India Railwaymen's
Federation in oco-ordinating the activities of nearly
50,000 railwaymernt throughout India and Burma.
The case of all-India organisationsof Posial, R. M. 8.
and Telegraph workers is conspicuous by absence.

The last chapter entitled “ Miscallanecus Re-
marks ”’ ocontains noteworthy observations on
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mediation and oconciliation in industrial disputes,
The author concludes after perusal of the official
roport that the Bombay Trade Disputes Coneiliation
Act* has been very serviceable to the labour popula-
tion in Bombay,” though this will be questioned by
all érade unions, The criticism of organised labour
sgainst the Act has not been referred to.

The text of the Indian Trade Unions Aet, Trade
Disputes Act and Bombay Trade Disputes Coneilia-
tion Act is published in the appendices.

From a persual of the book, it would seem that
the autbor has based his msterial on the back
volumes of the Bombay QGovernment’'s Labour
Guazette and blue books, The view-point of organised
1abour, the handicaps’ imposed in organising trade
unions both by the employer and the Government,
and the recent aftempts on the part of communal
lenders to introduce communalism among trads
unions have not been satisfactorily considered.

To those who ere completely ignorant of Indian
conditions, the book contains useful and interesting
inforraation from official sources.

V. V. GIRI

MR. NATARAJAN AS AN AUTHOR.

OUR TRIP TO AMERICA. By K. NATARAJAN.
(The Author, Kamakshi House, Bandrs,
Bombay.)} 1935. 20cm. 150p. Rs. 3.

THE book contsins & series of articlss published
in the first instance in the pages of the Indian Social
Reformer. While reprinting the articles in book
form, a foew changes were made in the original. Mr.
Natarajan proceeded to the U. 8. A. on an invitation
received from the Chicago University to deliver a
gories of leotures known as Haskell lectures; and he
was accompanied on this tour by his daughter Kama-
koti, who, it seems from the accounts given in the
book, made quite a favourable impression on the
Amerioan and the Continental people. Miss Xama-
koti deserves to ba congratulated on so successfully
playing the role of an Indian lady.

The book has in all 150 pages, confaining 16
chapters, A rough calculation shows that nine
chapters are devoted to descriptions of city life in
some cities of Europe and America. Two coniain
information regarding the conveniences and dis-
comforts and some observations in the course of
jourmeys from and to India. Two othera discuss
some sooial trends of the peoples of the Hastern and
the Western hemispheres, ss also some notes on the
lectures delivered in Chicago: and the rest of the
chapters tell vs about some interesting acquaintances
formed by the author during his sojourn in America.

For those who have visited the countries of
Europe and America the book helps in recalling old
memories and at once establishes a contact which
might have been lost through the passing of years,
For others, howaver, the information contained in the
book is not sufficient to form a true pioture of
the things the author desoribes. This is because of
the smallness of the spaoe devoted to such descrip:
tions. A person who has never been abroad wishing
to read this book will conjure up pictures of a short
mentsl trip to U. 8. A. when reading the book., Hoe
may however remain partly unsatisfied. I$ would have
been better if Mr, Natarajan had devoted a few more
pages to the description of the various preparations
one has to make while travelling to far off countries,
and sleo to suoh matters as the comforis end
discomforts of hotel life in foreign oities.

Then again the disoussions on the scoial and
religious matters—compnrisons between the peoples
of the East and West; their present social tremds;

etc.,—are not discussed st length. Of course no one-
can demand of any writer that he should devote se

many pages to such and such a subject, but coming

from suoh a great social reformer and a mature
thinker as Natarajan, one expects that the book

should contain some detailed disoussions on matters

connected with social upheavals and trends.

One would not venturs to remark on such
deficiencies in the case of any other writer, but as.
Mr. Natarajan is a writer of very long standing, a
reformer, and a journalist, we naturally expect
greater things from him. I may be mistaken,
however, or rather too hasty in making these remarksa.
Perhaps a bigger volume containing more substantial
material is in the making, and a8 a prelude to it this
small volume is very nice indeed.

And now as regards the material itself which is.
presented to the reader. The style of writing needs.
no comment, It is quite breezy and entertaining, and
keeps the reader deeply interested till he has finished
reading the whole book; only on finishing it one
feels as if one wants a little more. That oraving in
itself apeaks so much for the kind of work placed
before the reader by the author. Though incomplete,
Ilw0uld strongly recommend it to the reader of every
class,

L. V. GOGATE.

—_—

SHORT NOTICE.

RESEARCH IN SUGAR PROBLEMS AND UTI-
LISATION OF BY-PRODUCTS.
THE INDIAN SUGAR INDUSTRY AND PRO~-

BLEMS OF TRANSPORT. By M. P

GANDHI, (The Author, 135, Canning Street,.
Calcutta.) 1935. 20cm. 40, 13pp.

THE sugar industry of India has of recent years
made striking progress. But this rapid achieve-
ment, it cannot be ignored, is -the result of the
impetus given to the industry by the heavy dose of
protection rather than a sequel to any improvement
in the internal organisation of the industry or to-
any reductions in costs either by agricultural or
technologioal improvements. The importance of re-
gsearch in sugar problems, considering the strong,
Javanese competition, needs no further emphasis. Mr.
Gandhi’s two pamphleis may therefore be oonsidered
as most opportune publications. In one he gives,
s tontative programme of work that oan be under--
taken by the Research Institute. He relies, however,
in this respect too much on Government initiative
and expects them to spend out of the proceeds of the
excise duties recently imposed about 37 lakhs apnu-
ally, * which can be made easily available for re.
search work *. And what does he expect the manu-
facturers to do? Their aotive oo-operation is to be.
availed of with a view that research should be more
practical and * non-officials should be allowed to
have a large control over the general policy of any
institute of research.” It is doubtful how far this.
sort of proposal would be acceptable. It should be
noted that Government are already spending ten
lakhs annually om such work. The utilisation of
molasses and bagasse is the second problem, Mr.
Gandhbi laye great atress on the production of power-
aloohol, denatured spirit &c. as competitive fuel
products with petrol whose consumption is fast in-
oreasing snd refers to measures adopted In other
countries. He thinks that the interests of the Gov-
ernment would not suffer in any way. Bagasse can
be used for the manufacture of packing paper, _ﬁbre
boards &o. But the work should be done initially
by experimental factories. The third jimportant pro-
biem that forms the subject matter of the second
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~pamphlet is esst of transpork. He pleads herein
:for » thorough revision of the rates polioy with
-a view to provide distribution from up-couniry
manufacturing centres to ports and inland consum-
.ing aress and not vice versa, as it is to-day. He has
-hig own concrete suggestions to make and already
some railways have taken a weloome move to reduce
thefr freight charges, Woeo believe that Mr. Gandhi
-sums up nicely the case for researoch and other pro-
.blems on behalf of the manufseturing interests with
o view that “ Government should spend more liberal-
1y." We wish the author would give us further a bare
-etatement of the work already done independently
by the industrialists to convince the public that the
-aacrifices involved in protective tariffs are well
-worth making for the development of this industry.
The interests of canegrowers and consumers should
in no way be ignored, .
8. &, PURANIE.

Wiscellanesns,

A———— - o~ ——

TRIBUTES TO MR. DEVADHAR.

Numerous messages condoling and sympathising
with the Servants of India Sociely in its grief are being
received ol ds head-quarters in Poona. The following
19 a selaction from them 2—

Babu Subhas Chandra Bose writes from Vienna:

1 was exosedingly grieved to read in the papers of

.the sad and unexpected death of your President, Me.,
Devadhar, I never had the privilege of knowing

him personally though I knew from various sources

, of his remarkable and unostentatious work for his
country for a whole life. People of this type are rare

in every country including ours. I oannot let this

<©ooasion paas without placing on record my humble

- tribute to that great personality. His death has

-meant an irreparable loss, not only to your Society,

-but to the whole souniry as well. It is on such un-
ostentatious but sound work that real nation-buildiug
can take place. There fs no one in India today who
does not mourn the irreparable loss,

~ The Siri-Dharma, Madras, writes: The death of
Mzr. Devadhar, the Hon, Organising Seorstary of the
Poona Beva Sadan, the President and one of the
founders of the Servants of India Socicty and the
-suthor and the organiser of many other social acti-
vities for the amelioration and betterment of the lot
of women and of the masses, has osst s gloom over

+ the country. To many of us who have known him

pergonally and who have been benefitted by our
assoolation with him, hisdeath is a personal oalamity
and an irroparable loss,

He wasafriend and colleague of the famous Gopal
Krishna Gokhale and one of the founders and the
first member ofthe Servants of India Society. While

. Mr, Tl_le_;k and Gokhale gave their thoughts and time
to politios, Mr, Devadhar directed his intellect and

. energy to the service of the suffering women snd the

poor in his country. He was made of a different
mould. He believed, rather he was convinoed, that
_ & mere political programme would not secure freedom
for his country aud social reform and social reson-
struction should form an essential part of all efforts
to achieve politioal emancipation for the country.
. Mr. Devadhar was a far-sighted statesman and seer in
* that respeot as subsequent events ir the country have
wmply justified his deoision and to-day we find the
Oongr_ess. the foremost political organisation, under
the wise leadership and guidance of the greatest son
of Indis, Mahatma Gandhi, has adopted the pro-
gramme of village reconstruotion and the revival of

village industries and the removal of uutoucnability:
Mr, Davadhar wisely applied himself to the noble
and selfless task of educating and enlightening the
women, fhe masseaand the so-called untouohabjles,
He was particularly tender and gympathetio to all
women jrrespective of ocastes and oreeds. His heart
having been touched by the sorrows and by the
miserable lot of the widows and other destitute
women in the country, he chose £o beoome s co-worker
and colleague of Mrs. Ranade who founded the Poona
Seva Badan Society to find consolation and peace
after the loss of her teacher and husband, Hon.
Justice Ranade, the well-known Maharashtra re-
former, Even though the good lady conceived the

‘idea and founded the Socisty, it was left to the inde-

fatigable worker and the devoted servant of huma-
nity, Mr, Devadhar, to develop the institution and
to fuifil ail her objects.

.The Poona Seva Sadan harbours nearly 2,000
women of all castes and creeds including untouche
ables, and under its auspices are run centres and
branches all over the Bombay Presidency. The
Madras Seva Sadan which derivea its name from the
parent Society is indebted to Mr. Dovadhar for even
its very existence., Af atime when none in Madras
cameo forward to manage the institution he was-
invited by the Women's Indian Association to come
over and convert it intc a branch of the Poona Sova
Sadan, Ho did come here with his noble band of
women workers, stayed & faw months, interviewed
the prominent men and women, published pamphlets
and thus secured the sympathy of the local people for
moral and material support for the institution. The
Poona Seva Sadan is one of the many illustrations
of the great organising capacity and selfless devotion
of Mr. Devadhar to humanitarian work. He has
taught us how the unwanted human material of
our soeiety, the widows, the destitute and the help-
lase women could be trained to becoms self-reliant
and independent and how their natural genius, their
womanly qualities could be developed to serve the
different needs of the society to teash the young, to
nurse the sick and to heal the suffering. Hundreds
of these women missionaries fired with the same
zoal and enthueiasm for selfless service have gone out
as toachers, nurses, midwives, health visitors and
are in charge of schools, nursing homes, orphanages,
creches, welfara centres and hospitals, and have been
the first to render help in times of great oalamity,
such as fire, famine, floods and pestilence, having
been trained in first-aid, hygiene, preventive modicine
and in sick nursing. He was the father and mother
of the Seva Sadan and he spent most of his time and
thought on that Soeiety even though his services were
in requisition all over India. He responded to many
oalls from the South and from the North in connec-
tion with many benevolent sehemes for the benefit of
the poor and the suffering, It was a wonder to many
of us how he was able to give his time and thought
to anything else when he had already undertaken so
many responsibilities, He was more than human
in his eapacity to do servioe. Simple in habitsand of
an amiable and cheerful disposition, never complain-
ing about anything in this world, he has left a
mark behind -which can never be erased by time
Hius life and example will aver be an inspiration to
his asgooiatea and friends and to the present and
future generationa of men and women.

" Kala Nag " writes in the Bombay Scout » India
has lost a stalwart son by the death of Mr. G. K.
Devadhar on the 17th Novembsr. He was born at
Poona in 1871 and from early in his life he was im-
bued with the highest ideals for the uplift of his
country, His first effort in the service of-the publio
was his work for the Aryan Education Society in
Bombay to which he, with & few of hia friends, devo-
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ted a tromendously self-sacrificing life for a consider-
able time. The great body of self-sacrificing work-
ers, known all over India, is the Servanta of India
Society, which owed considerably to Mr. Devadhar
in its inception. Ever pince, he has been &' greak
prop of that Society.

Mr. Devadbar’s work in life has been mainly
organisations to offer relief to sufforing humanity.
Heo was the founder of the Poona Seva Sadan which,
while beginning in an humble way, has now deve-
loped in an institution where over 900 Indian women

under social disabilities receive training in such sub- .

jocts ns fit them ‘out to . life of self-respect and servige,
thus earning the undying gratitude of a large section
of womaghood.” - Mr. Devadbar's ectivities have besn
extraordinarily numerous; wherever there was a call
for the relief of distress, you would invariably find
Mr.Devadhar and his lieuteriants barnessed to the
tagk, In the work of flood relief in Gujerat, Kathia-
war, Baroda, Sind, Orissa, in Malabar relief ete. Mr.
Devadhar's name has been a prominent one. Socisl
activities, the oase of the Indiag, Press, co-operatien,
agriculture, all’ had the major of Mr. Devadhar’s

attention, T8 him there was nothing foo small or tob -

great to tackle, when it was a question of service to
his counfry., Self-sacrifice is, we believe, tha main
characteristic of the great body of the Servants of
India Scciety and it is but a fitting recognition of
its gfeatness, evéh among the choicest band, thef he
should .have been the President of that Sooiety
‘sjnee 1927, , : .

" ‘Mr. Devadhar is gone! He has done his duty,
and he has ldin down for his rest. May God grant
peace to his soul!

Boy Scouts of India whose aims are ecitizonship
‘and gervice can have no betier model to mould their
own lives upon than that of this great departed be-
loved son of India.

The Calcutta Municipal Gazette writes: The
Bombay Municipal Corporation, by a uvsanimous
vote, adjourned their meeting of the 18th November
ouf of respect to the memory of Gopal Krishna Deva-
dhear, President of the Servants of India Society.

The distinguished services of the Iate Mr. Deva
one of theearliest and ablest-disciples of his i1lugtr
master, the Jate Gopal Krishna Gokhale, has net
- fortuuhtely received from our pspers and public bo
| hare the recognition and appreciation, which they
certainly entitled to, Mr. Devadhar was one of
pioneers in the fiald of social service in the Was
Presidency, but his activities wers not, of oeu
confined within its limits only. His work oov
prsotically the whole of India, wherever bu;
suffering or distress called him, »wherever- any
structive work “claimed his services and attent
One of the foremost social-workers of his time,
greatest nchiévement of Mr, Devadhar was
doubtedly his work for women. The Seva Sadan
Poona—which has trained a gemeration of ind
women o be ' an effective factor‘ifi. the vast,e
chartered realm of social service "—-would rems
a8 6 lasting monument to his undying spirit and rs
power of organization, Mr. Devadhar’s denth i
greatloss tothe cause of eivie servics, in its truest
widest gense, and this civic organ mourns it, deegy
and sincerely, with hundreds of his admirers in s
-parts of the country. May his soul rest in peace !

—

RESOLUTIONS expressing sympathy and con
lonce were passed by the Board of Directors, Bomh
Provineial Co-operative Bank ; Government Serva
Co-operative Society, Wadakancheri; Batara Distri
Women's Co-operative Educational SBociety; Worki
Committee of the Akola Central Bank; the Sa
Samiti Boy Scouts Association; Members of the St
of the Bombay Provinocial Co-operative Bank ; Nag:e
cofl Co~operative Union; Karachi Indiam/Merchan
Association ; City Municipality, Ahmednagar; Dha
gar Hitachintak Mandal, Poona{ Co-operative Co
ference-of Central Indin, Raiputana and Gwalio
the Arya Mahila Samaj, Bombay; the Quilon Tah
Co-operative Union; Dohad Branch of the Bomlt
Provincial Co-operative Bank; Palghar Branch
the. Bombay Provincial Co-operative Bank; t
Municipal Council, Mangalore ; the Sulur Loc
Co-operative Union; Sir Jamsetjes Jeejeebh:
Charity Funde, - ‘
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