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Quetta.

DESPITE strong public agitation there is no sign
yet of an early start with the exoavation work in
Quetta, The QGovernment are now anxious to impress
the public with the oare and attention bestowed by
them upon the protection of property buried under
the debris. To this end batches of representative
preperty-owners would be given facilities for visiting
the earthquake aren. But to judge from the number
of applications for the provision of such facilities
received so far, not much anxiety is noticeable to
profit by those facilities. The publio apparently hold
the view that it is not enough at this time of day
to try to convince it that property is safeguarded
against loot by freebooters. What is urgently
necessary is that ite destruction and damage by
rains should be prevented by its early recovery
from the debris, T.oss of valuable doouments could
only be avoided if excavation work is over before the
raing pet in. 'We hope the Government will lose no
time in relieving public anxiety on this score by
meking their intentions authoritatively known as
soon after the Viceregal visit to Quetts, which is
now in progress, as posaible.

L ] * *

THE Baluchistan emergency regulation or ordi-
nance, oall it whatever you will, saw the light of day
last week. As expectsd, its provisions are drastic
enough. It empowera the looal administration to make
rulea for the publioc safety, health and convenience and
for the protection of pubiio and private property and
prescribes a maximum of two yesrs’ imprisonment
and fine, whose amount is not mentioned in the regu- {

Iation, or both for any breach of those rules or any
orders issued under them. Anybody in any way
obstructing the operation of any of those rules makes
himgelf liable to a maximum penalty of six months’
imprisonment and fine whose limit is left unepeoified
or with both. The regulation grants indemnity to
civil and military officers in regard to their official
acte since the ocourrence of the earthguake, and pro-
tects them from any legal proceedings against them
in respect to such acts. It is to be hoped that care
will be taken to prevent the misuse of such wide
powara by local officials ; and to thet end the central
Government must not lose touch with the looal
administration.
* * *

The Firozabad Inquiry.

THE U, P. legislative counecil is to be congra.
tulated on carrying against Government a non-offi-
cial motion demanding a public inguiry into the
conduct of magistrates and police officers in connee-
tion with the Firozabad firing incidents The riot
oneessare being heard by the courts and the matter is
sub judice. Partioipants in the discuesion were
under the necessity, under the rules of procedure, of
avoiding sny reference prejudical to the decision of
issues awaiting decision by the court. The Home
Member alone was guilty of a lapse when he used
tangusge which could be construed, as an attempt to
anticipate the findings of the court. It is a thousand
pities that the Home Member should have forgotten
himself to that extent. '

: » * *

THE usual bureauersiio rule of refusing all
requests for inquiry into the conduct of Government
servants was romehow not rigidly followed on
this ocoasion. Whether it was s realisation of the
strength of non-official feeling on the subject
or & oconviction about the reasonableness of
the non-official demand that prompted this
attitude on the part of the Government, we need not
pause to inquire, Suffice it to note that the Homa
Member, sheltering himeself behind some ohscure
police regulation, expreased his readiness to arrange
for an inquiry if the sessions judge hearing the riot
oages saw the need for it. In this case the inquiry
would be publicly conducted by a commission con«
sisting of two officers, ope of whom has had judicial
experience mnd neither of whom helongs to the
police department, Whether this kind of official
inquiry would inspire sufficient publioc confidence
wa do not know. The Opposition in the Council
apparently holds the view that it would not. Other-
wise it would not have insisted, even after the Home
Member's offer, upon carrying the non-official reso-
Jution asking for an inquiry after the riot cases had
been conoluded, should it ba neceesary in the light of
the decision of the vourt, The difference between the
Government offer and the non-official demand would
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appear to be nominal at first sight. But it iz not s,
‘While ¢he Government inquiry would be by officials,
the non-officials want one by a body from which
nop-officials would not be excloded. If the findings
of the inguiry are to have any weight with the
publioe, it is necessary to aseooiate non-officials with
it. We hops this will be done if and when an
inquiry comes to be instituted.
* * L -

Financial Help to Small Industries.

THE Bombay Government have at last been
awakened to the need of giving financial assistance
to small industries, an awakening which, though very
much belated, is not the less welecome on that aceount.
Their rules governing the grant of such help provide
for the applicant stating clearly the purpose for which
the loan is required. The purpozes for which loans
may be granted include construction of buildings,
wells, tanks, eto., purchase and ereotion of machinery
and purchase of raw materials. The msximum amount
of loan that can be sanctioned by the Director of
Industries has been limited to Re. 2,000, while for the
grant of 1arger loans the sanction of Government wiil
be required. But in no case will the amount of the
loans be allowed to exceed Rs. 10,000. Besides the col-
lateral security which the borrower will be expected
to provide, he will be required to pledge to Govern-
ment any buildings that may be erected or any plant

that may be purchased out of the loan money,
» - ™

IT is & wholesome safeguard agsinst the misap-
plication of the losn money that it should be advan-
cad according to the motual requirements of the
borrower and not handed to him at once at the start.
The provision abont charging compound interest on
such loans is likely to result in much hardship to the
borrower and needs to be carefully reviewed. The
maeximum pericd of repayment has been preseribsd
as ten years ; and the borrower will be required to
satisfy Government that the loan has really and
truly been expended cn purposes for whioh it was
intended. Should it be found that a loan is misap-
plied, the Director of Industries has been empowered
to order the whole of i to be refunded, Promoters of
gmall industries will, we are sure, not fail to take
the utmost advantage of these concessions which be-

come operative from the 1sb of next month.
P % *

Education in Rural Punjab.

THE only noticeable feature in the working of
distriot boards in the Punjab during 1933-34 was
a small increase of Ras, 2 lnkhs in their sducational
expenditurs which stood at a little over Rs, 111 lakhs,
Rs. 76 lakhs of this represented grants by Govern-
ment, while Rs, 9lakhs came from fees. The
boards’ share thus amounted to Rs, 26 lakhs, which
works out to 23-2 per cent. of their total expenditure
as against 20-9 during the previous years, It is
etrange that this proportion should vary from 3 to 47
per cent. and that in one or two cases the whole
expenditure on partieular branches of education
should be contributed by the Government. If there
ste any reasons for this kind of favoured treatment
they have not been stated in the Government resolu-
tion. Explanations of such departures should be
invariably given. Else the bald statement about
some boards being required to spend nothiug on edu-
cation of one variety or cther hardly assists in a
proper appreciation of the situation by the publie,

x * &*

IT is & mutter for ragret that the growth of girls’
education is very siow inthe villages, the expendi.
ture under that hesnd showinga slight rise of Rs, 6,000,
The education of the depressed classes, far from

registering any advance, however slight, has suffered
8 little set-back. 1Itis to be hoped that local boards,
realising the importance of female and depressed
classes education to nation-building, will do theig
best to push it ou. Not long ago the Puniab carried
the palm in the matter of adult schools; but public
enthusissm for that kind of educational activity
seems to be on the wane with the result that the
number of adult schools has gone down from 584 in
1931-32 to "22 during the year under report. Unless
this decline is quickly oheocked, the work to the
credit of the Punjab boards in the matter of
educating the adults runs the risk of being
undone. The least that is expeoted of the boards is
that they will maintain the status quo if indeed they

are unable to show any progress.
* L *

Bombay Excise Administration.

THE Bombay Q(overnment are committed all
these years to the goal of prohibition, but their
actions seem designed tc delay, if not directly to
defeat, the attainment of that gosl, Plentiful evi-
dence of this paradoxioal attitude is furnished by
their excise administration report for 1933-34. A
Government really keen on prohibition would not
go out of its way to extend facilities for drinking.
And yet that is what the Bombay Government have
been guilty of doing. The number of shops for
selling country liquor was increased by 458 and thair
closing time too extended by half an hour. The
reeult is to be seen in increased consumption—a fact
partially admitted in the report at any rate in regard
to gome districts. In Sind alone the consumpiion
increased in a single yea? by as much as 23 per cent.,
while the par capita consumption rose from 098 in
1930-31 t0 123 in 1933-34. Incressed consumption
hag generally the necessary, though very undesirable,
concomitant of inoreased drunkenness. Toe year
under report witnessed a rise in the number of con-
vietions for drunkenness—3,155 as against 2,900 in
the previous year. Cases of drunkenness on licansad
premises also increased from 4 to 18 in like manner.,

* * *

THE official contention that increased consump-
tion resultsin a reduction in the number of offences
againgt the abkari law seems to be flatly belied by the
happenings during the year. Far from there being
any falling off in the number of gsuch offences, there
was actually a rise of neatly 400. So far as couniry
liquor is concerned, the number of liquor cases went
up by 456, those of illicit distillation showing a rise
of 566, Whatever else al} this may indicata, the last
thing that can be inferred from it is a desire to
hasten the advent of prohibition. We hope the legis-
lative council will exert strong pressure on the
Government with a view to forcing them to take
proctical action to that end.

» * L

ALONG with country liquor, the consumption of
intoxicuting drugs too showed an upward tendenoy
during the year. Ganja was consumed to the tune of
25,000 seers as against 22,000 in the previous year
1,400 more secrs of bhang were consumed than dur-
ing the previous year; bub the rise inthe consump-
tion of charas was mosé disquieting, it having risen
from 4,702 seers to 7,423 during the year under
report. All which points to the necessity of the excise
authorities being reminded sbout the goal of the
Government’s excisa polioy.

* » *
Exclusive Licences.
A FEAUTRE of the native marketing legislation

pending consideration by the Kenya legisiature is
the system of exclusive licences whioh it meeks ta
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bring into being. The system is strongly opposed by
the Indisp trading community there on the ground
that the holder of an exclusive licence would enjoy a
virtual monopoly in respect tothe commodity concern-
ed. Buf what really is an execluaive licence? The
Kanya logislation is admittedly modelled on that in
force for nearly three years in Tanganyika, where the
grant of an exclusive licence entitles its holder “to
trade in a specified area and in a particular product
for a given length of time.” The exolusive licences pro-
pased to be jssued in Kenya would hardly be substan-
tially different in their nature, though there may be
some difference as regarde detaile. In Kenya, as the
Kenys Government’s despateh to the Oolonisl Office
points out, “such licences would be confined in all
oases to a partioular ares, which might or might not
be oo.terminous with the boundaries of an admini-
strative distriot, as in the ,case of.cotton in the
Nyanza Province, or pxtend beyond it ms in the
cage of cashew nuts on the Coastal belt.” But the tast
Is very asimple. Would an exciusive Hecengee “in
Kenya tolerate any other person dealing in the sama
aornmodity and in the same erea for whioh he is
licensed ? There ean be no doubt as to the snswer
which is bound to be in the negative, and the Indian
erchants in Kenya are msking no unreasonable
emand when they ask for the deletion of the clauses
validating the grant of such licenges, T
* » *

THEY are also apprehensive that once the power
of issuing such licences ia vested in the executive,
it might be used to the detriment of Indian interests.
A safeguard was therefore suggested by them
that every proposal for the issue of such s licence
ghould automatioally come before the legislature in
the form of & bill which would ensure jts dissussion
from all possibie standpcints. If the number of such
licences had been very large, the proposal could
have been laughed at as impraeticable owing to the
practioal difficulty of arranging for so many Couneil
meetings. But the experience of Tanganyika, where
the number of exclusive licenoes has nob exceeded two,
shows -that suoh licences would always be strictly
limitéed im number. In these oiroumstances the
Kenya Government seem to ue to have needlessly
alienated Indian opinion by their failure to meet its
wishes in this respeot,

. * »

BUT though that suggestion hae failed to receive
acceptance at their hands, it is something that they
are prepared to provide that the application of the
principle of an exclusive licence to any particular
type of produce shall be effected by a motion in the
" legislativa council after fourteen days® notice has
been given, This tardy oconcession ocan mever
prove satisfactory fo fhe local Indian trading
oommunity.

SPARKS FROM THE

PARLIAMENTARY ANVIL.

House of Lords: 18th, 1oth and 20th June,

SEATING ON THIN IOE.

HE Second Reading debate on the India Bill took
place in the House of Lords on these three daya
and oonoluded with the defeat of Lord Lloyd's

hostile amendment hy a vote of 55 in favour and
236 against, 'The new Sacretary of State, Marquess
of Zetiand, moved the Second Reading ina speech
which was temperate in tone but was marked by
" hardly any other quality. Itcertainly did not con-
tain any elaborate justification of the Bill, Lord
Zetland contented himseelf with a foew brief remarks
in defending the Bill’s provisions against the Labour
- Party's attack and for the rest oooupied himself with
n defence of the provisions against the attack of the
right wing of the Conservative Party. *“In your

Lordships’ Houass, " he said, “ the Government need |

not give any serious oonsideration to the Labour
Parly's contentions, but only to those of the group
jod by the Marquess of Salisbury.” In this, of courss,
he was quite right, Even in the Commoens’ House
8ir Samuel Hosare did rot find it necessary fo pay too
much attention to the Labour Party; in the Lords'
House the Party oould be safely ignored. Lord
Zotland had to skute over thin ice on the question
of the communal award. It will be remembered that
be had moved an amendment in the Joint Seleot
Committes leaving it to the minority ocommunities
in each province to decide whether communal electo-
rates or general eleotorates should be iIntroduced in
the provinoe, This smendment was ‘rejected by the
Seleot Committee, and Lord Zetland was naturally
in some diffioulty in regard to this ‘matter. Referring
to thir, Lord Middleton said —"I think in mest pro-

[ vinces you may expeot that the curious humen
mosaio of Parliament will funotion fairly satisfactori-
1y, but it is impossible not to feel anxiety about
Bengal. I am sure we all admire the skilful way
in whioh the noble Marquess, Lord Zetland, played
npon the soft pedal, when he mentioned this matter
on Tuesday. I am sure, we all appreciate his position
in the matter now and rejoice that his strong views
on the subjeot did not prevent him from acocepting
his present office.” The sly hit implied in this cbserva-
" tion must have gone homae,

NO DISSOLUTION OR NO DIVORCE !

LoRD LLOYD moved hia anti-Federation amend-
ment in a speech of conspicuous ability. The amend-
ment itself did not express opposition to Federation
s such, but only on the ground that the Federal pro-
posals were premature, He himself however was
opposed to Federation on the ground that it was * an
entirely wrong and impracticable conception of the
beet form of government for India. One point that
he made was fully justified, and it is & point to whioh
few publicists have paid any attention. This point
is that Federation is irrevooable and must not be
hastily brought about. * One thing ", he said, " we
must bear in mind, that is, that in a Federation there
is no dissolution or divorce once it is entered into,
You cannot make an experiment in Federation and
then get out of it. Onoe you have made the experiment
you are committed to it all the time.... It neoeds
bearing olossly in mind, when the ‘Government ars
prooceeding hot-foot to bring in provincial autonomy
and Foderatiou in one fell swoop, that whatever they

4
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do now, they will find it impossible-to undo.”” An-
other point that he made was equally convincing., A
federal government is always a weak government,
and in India, where & strong central government is
particularly needed, s Federation must not be esta-
blished without proper safeguards. The proposed
Federation, Lord Lloyd argued, goes agains{ the
whole trend of history and experience of India, “The
unification which at present India enjoys, and which
is the goal of every constitutional development in all
Tederal countries, is to be smashed into pieces. Pro-
xineces hitherto subordinate are to be made co-ordi-
pate with the Federal Government and get adriff on
the unchatrted Sea of Federalism, It is an experiment
as rach a8 it is unprecedented, and the result of it no
man cen foreses. Union is now being deliberately
suppressed in favour of disunion.” The Indian Social
Reformer has long been pointing this out and urging
that provinoces be first knit into a union and before
an All-India Federation be undertaken. But this
advice has been consistently ignored both by British
and Indian politicians,

UNALTERABLE,

IT may not be wholly correct, as Lord Lloyd
gaid, that * every single Federal country would dis-
card to-day (the Federal system ) if it knew how to
get out of it.” DBut the many difficulties through
which he said the Federal ocountries were passing at
present were not imaginary but very real. He referred
particularly to the obsiacle that the federal constitu-
tion of Canada presented at the present day in com-
bating the economic depression. “ However great,”
he said, ** the sconomic needs of Canada which have
prorapted him ( Mr. Bennett) to put forward these
{ New Deal} proposals, they will probably never be
put into operation unless the provineial governments
and the legislatures of Canada can be persuaded—
which is considered impossible—to agree to such s
drastic amendment of the constituéion as will endow
the Dominion—ihat is the Federal Parlisment—
with the necessary powers.” Woe have ourselves
‘brought these difficulties that are experienced in
Canads to the attention of our readers on more than
one ocoasion, and we have shown how very much
greater will be dificulties that we shall have to face
in India in the matter of constitutional amendment.
1f nine provinces of Canada are found to hold up
vital legislature in regard to indusirial matters,
will not the several hundreds of States that will join
the Federation in India make all constitutional
change utterly impossible ? Lord Lioyd then referr-
ed to Switzerland where too, he said, " it has been
found necessary to enlarge the Federal powers by
twelve amendments of the constitution in a single
generation.” It cannot surely be that no amend-
ments of the constitution will be found necessary in
India, but here no amendment, however necessary, it
will be posgible to carry in a legislature in which
the representatives of every single state have been
given the power of vetoing any amendment which
they do not like, Lord Lloyd on this ground pleaded

holding in abeyanoce the structure of what he called
“this mad Indian Federation.”

CENTRAL RESPONSIBILITY NOW SAFE,

HE also showed very skilfully how the Federal
proposals went against the recommendations of the
Simon Commission. The general belief is that the
Simon Commission refrained from recommending
Federation because they did not expect the Princes to
plump for it as they afterwards did. That how-
ever is not the correct pioture. For the Simon Com-
mission had said, “ Even if we were to ignore the
Indian States and were to rest content with the
provinces ms &t present constituted the necessary
conditions for bringing a fully Federal constitution
into being are not yet present.” Lord Lloyd siso
showed how Lord Hardinge had changed his position
on the question of central responsibility. He quoted
the following passage from Lord Hardinge's speech

with groat effeok :

I wishto urge on ths (Goveroment the adoption of &
polioy of greater prudonce and caution, and that there
should be no question of conceding respomsibility at the
centre until events proved that self-governmont in the
provinges is & practical and justifiable policy. No risk
should be run of administrative chaos, of whioh I am pro-
foundly apprehensive as ocertain to follow if self-govern-
ment in the provinces and in the centre be consceded
simultaneously.

Lord Hardinge was naturally much chagrined to
hear these former views of his being resurrected, and
he interpolated the remark, “ That was two or three
years ago.” Lord Lloyd retorted: “ It was, but the
pituation has not changed.” Really, however, the
situation has changed, The change consists in the
faot that the cantral Parliament will in & Federation
be an mbsolutely safe Parliament. Oae-third of
the seats in it will be occupied by the nominees of
rulers, nominally independent but actually under
the control of the British Government. To such a
Parliament why should not Lord Hardinge be will-
ing to concede power? The power, though trans-
ferred in name to Indian hands, will in fact rest
in British hands. Lord Hardinge had not realized
when he opposed central responsibility that there
would be such a large element of the Princes to
hamstring popular power in the central Government.

Finally Lord Lloyd appealed to the House of
Lords tothrow out the India Bill, although it had
been passed by the House of Commons, just asa
hundred and fifty years ago the House of Lords
rejected Fox’s Bill, “an iniquitous and, I believe,
& corrupt India Bill which had been passed by large
majorities in the House of Commons just like this
one.” The Fox Bill was thrown out and the Pitt
Bill was adopted. Similarly, Lord Lloyd urged that
the House of Lords should intervene, not to throw
out the Government's bill, but only to suspsnd it.
As we have eaid above this amendment was heavily
defeated.

A LARGER PRISON!
THE Labour Opposition was represented in the
debate by Lords Snell, Olivier, Strabolgi and Pon-
sonby. They adhered generally to the Labour Party's
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position in the House of Commons, but they put
forward their cage much more feebly and opposed the
Biil much less thoroughly than Major Atiles, Mr.
Morgan Jones or Mr, Seymour Cocks did in the
Houge of Commons. Perhaps in the House of Lords
nothing better is possible even for radical politioians,
Lord Snellstated tha general attitude of the Labour
Party towards the Bill in the following significant
words :

First of all, we do belleve in the prinoiple of self-govern-

ment. Now this Bill does nect honour that prireiple in '

the sense that it makes it fully effective. It too frequently
withholds the substance of melf-goveroment and grants
only the eshadow. It appears to offer freedom whereas
what it really does is to construot a larger prison of
whioh the Government holds the key. Thus, when this
Bill is passed into law, the Indian people will be free as
& bird i3 free that fs put in a larger ocage, and this ocage
is apparently an inescapsble, rigid machine, The Bill's
provisions appear to us to imply distrust of the oapacity
of the Indian pecple, and {¢ does, in spite of what the
noble Marquess (Lord Zetland) has said, place the masses
at the power of wealth to a :degree whioh fills me, at
least, with enziety and with dismay.

Our main objections &o the Bill are just these. Tt does
not provide, or if it does it does only in a limited and un-
gertain way, for the natural and desirable development of
wolf-government without further legislation. The result of
that will be to divert the minds of the Indlan people from
esgential soclal lasues to politioal iasues, It establishes
a kind of finality in the matter. The Indian people may
daevelop within the framework of this measnre, but not
grow outside it; and, on the other hand, the liberty ac-
oprded to them {s hedged around by conditions and
safeguards to a tantalizing degree. Some of these may
be necesssery, but do not let us oall it self-government,
Let us frankly say: " This is as far as we oan #ee
at this stage,” and leave the door open for further deve-
lopment. '

One cannot but feel satisfaction at the way in
which the Labour Party members put their finger on
the right spot by referring to the rigidity of the con-
stitution and its unalterable character, Lord Snell
then goes on to develop his objeotions to the Bill on
the ground-that it omits mention of Dominion Status,

saddles provinces with second chambers, gives in-
representation to Labour, and substitutes |

adequate
{ndirect for direct election. But all these objections
are familiar to us in India, and they mneed not
detain us here. '

PRINCES, AN ELEMENT OF STABILITY.

LORD HARDINGE'S intervention in favour of |

the Bill was for assuring the Lords that the Princes
would jein the Federation and that politieal parties
In British India would loyelly work the eonstitution
after the Bill had gone to the Statute Book. With
regard to the Princes he said : “ They appreciate the
faot that the States will be in & stronger position in
India within the Federation than outside It. And we

al50 should recognize that the States will be an ele- |

ment of atability within the Federation, and should
do all wa oan to facilitate their accession.”
juat beoause British politicians are consoloua of the
fact that the British Government would be entrench-
od in power by the Prinoes being brought into the
pounstitution that they are s0 solicitous for the forma-

I¢ is | opposition to the Bill, Referring to this Lord Charne

tion of a Federation, Lord Hardinge’s own ohange
of front, as was shown by Lord Lloyd, was solely
due to the recognition of this new factor. On the
attitude of Indian politicians in general, Lord
Hardinge said :

As for the general question of the Bill, I do not propose
to disouss it beyond saying that, from all the information
that I receive from India, agitation has oompletely died
down ginoe the appearance of the Bill, and shere isa
goneral inclination on all sides to accept it as & gennine
advanoe in fulfilment of the pledges given over and over
again by the British Parliament, Even in Madras, one
of the most advanoed political centres in India, Congress
has decided to accept and to work the mew Constitution.
Burely it ia not too much to hope, with great respeot, that
the opponents to the Bill in this Parliament may follow
this example, and, when the Bill has become law, that
they willdo all in their power to make its e¥eoution a
complete suovess.

Lord Hardinge must be strangely misinformed to
think that agitation sagainst the Bill has died
down, - On the contrary never was there such unani-
mity in opposition, and violent opposition, to the

Bill.

ANOMALTES OF FEDERATION.

LORD CHARNWOOD showed how great were the
anomalies of the Federal constitution resulting from
the position of the Princes. He said :

Other Federations imply a fiscal unity throughont their
Fedoral dominion, Here the Princes will generally
kaep,and I believe they value the right of maintaining
the internal oustoms barriera within the ederation.
Surely, my Lords, a great cause of affection in itself,
Next, there are the taxing powers of the Federation.
Taxes may be imposed by the vote of the Indian Siates
and it might be impoasible to carry thosa taxes withont
that vote, British India +will pay theae taxes. Will the
States pay them? The Bill says that they may or they
may not.... Next, asto legislation apari from taxa-
tion, the Seventh Schedule containe a long list showing
matters on which the Faderation has power to legislate
exolusively or comourrently. On each of these matters
the vote of the Statea may result in the passing of laws
to whioh British India will bo subjest. To how many,
-and which, of those laws which the States pass will the
States themselves be aubject? Would the Federation,

- for example, be able ta apply tothe states soms of the
provisions of the admirable Indian Penal Code? Would
it be able to pass Yaotory laws whisch would apply %o
the states or to any of them? We do not know in the
least, bacause it is always, I nnderstand, to depend upon
the numercus instrumenta of accession by which these
very numerous States are to oome in.

This much we know for certain, that ecriminal law,
which is everywhere regarded as a subject of
national concern requiring uniformity in manage-
ment, will not be accepted by any State as a Federal
subject. Indeed, no one from British Indis made

' such & demand, and why should the States be ina

hurry to concede something which everyone is agreed
in thinking it would be injudicious and imprudent
even to ask for?

The Government makes light of the popular

wood pointed out how oontradictory the position of
Lord Halifax and other spokesmen of Government
wag, He paid: “In substance I think he ( Lord
Halifax ) said two things—1. trust these Indian
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gtatesmen with generous confidence; 2. brush aside
almost entirely all that they most solemnly say at
this most gerious orisis in their political history,
“‘Which way is he really going to hsve it? Either
it would seem they would be peculiarly irresponsible
people, incapeble of treating any important matters
seriously, or Congress leaders have seriously warned
us by proclaiming to their followers that this Bill
is but the feeblest rubstitute for what they want and
will continue to work for., No Liberal section of
Indian opinion bag taken & line of strong support
to the Bill.... Oaly let us pay them { the Congress
and the Liberals )} the respect of recognizing that they
do sometimes mean what they say. "

i e

VERBAL POINTS,

LORD OLIVIER, whoss spesch in this debale was
the most disappointing of all the speeches from
Labour benches, thought that the question of Domi-
nion Status was merely a verbal point, Neverthelees
he thought that it should have been incorporated in a
preamble fo the Bill. He said:

I do think it is » very great pity, from the point of view
of oourtesy and good feeling and of promotiog a more
favourable atmosphere, that that was not put into the
Bill. Nobody ocan say definitely that there will be
Dominion Btatus, but all the probabilities avd all the
necessities, 80 far as we oan see them, of political evolu-
tion point to that faot. And although it would pot be
possible to put inte the Bill motual provisions for the
establishment of Dominion Status, yet it might have been
possible to go as far as we did in the Government of India
Aot, 1919, and definitely put on record the fact that India
as a community, like South Africa, Canads, and the Austra-
lian Commonwealth, is to be a self-governing Dominion of
the British Commonwealth. From the point of view of
the Empire and of India it is very much to be regretted,
and I share the views of my noble friend Lord Snell on
that point,

Another verbal point, agoording to Lord Olivier,
was the question of safeguards, The numerous safe-
guards with which the Bill is overloaded are not,
in his view, contrary to the principle of self-govern-
ment. On the contrary they seem tohim to be “a
practical necessity ” and “ a beneficial necessity.”
Lord Olivier is a supporter of the indirectsystem of
election to the assembly. “ I am not at all convine-
ed,” he said, " that this system of delegated eleotion
is not the best working arrangement.” He however
opposed the system of communsal slestoratos, On
this point he observed :

It has been a source of great gratification to mein this
House to have the support of the noble Marquess, Lord
Salisbury, in his denunciation of the prinsiple of communal
representation., Twelve or thirteen years ago when I was
on that Benoh I had the indisoretion to commit myself to
a publio expression of opinion condemning the principle
of communal representation. I was bitterly attacked by
the late Lord Curzon, with the murmured applauss of the
noble Marquess, for venturing npon such an indisoreet and
dangerous exhibition of folly. I am delighted to find
that we have now converted members of the Conservative
Party who formerly were so hostile to our idea of repre-
sentation, and I hope that is a favourable augury that
people in India, and even Indian political parties them-
selves, may in time to come to-share our opinion.

CENTRIFUGAL FORCES !

THE supporters of the Bill have one uniform
reply to make to those who oppose Federation : * Proe
vincial Autonomy by itself is imporssible. The
provinces will develop centrifugal tendenoies, and
the present unity will disappear. Provincial Auto-
nomy must therefore be accompanied at least by
partia] responsibility at the Centre, and the conces-
sion of Central Responsibility would from the Britigh
point of view be safer under federation than other-
wige. So a federation must be brought about.” If this
argument is cogent, why did not the supporters of
the Government's proposals object to the Simon Com-
misgion’s recommendation for mere Provinoial
Autonomy ? Ak that time they said: “ Of courge to
give Central Responsibility and Provineial Auto-
nomy together would be unthinkable, Lot Indians
make two bites ab the cherry. Let thom first exhaust
the potentialities of Provincial Autonomy; Central
Reapongibility will then come in its own good time.”

The Marquess of Crewe spoke thus of the dis-
integrating forees that would bs set in motion if
Provincial Autonomy without a measurs of Central
responsibility were introduced :

What I would ask noble Lords to conaider who may be
disposed to support Lord Lloyd's Amendment is: How
is it possible to combine any measure of real provineial
Home Rule for these vast Provineas with a Central
Government which, in effeot, is only responsible in the
firat place to the Viceroy, the Viceroy being responsible
to the India Office and to Parliament in England?t It
seems to me an absolutely unworkable oombination and
puts the holder of that office in an altogether untenable
position. Even ‘now I venture to think it is true that the
Viceroy with his Legislature finds himself placed ina
very faotitious position. Hehas a Legislature composed
of men, many of them of considerable personal eminence
—I[ have no doubt a great many. They are altogether
irresponsible. They can say what they like withont any
fear of being oalled to asocount by constitvents or by
public opinion. Boat, they being what they are, the
Viceroy has to treat them as though they <ere respon-
sible persons, beoause many of them are much too distin-
guished to be ignored and {0 be set aside.

If shat ia the position with the Viceroy at present, as
I am pretty sura it is —and I should be surprised if any
noble Liord contradiots it—how much worse the position
of the Viceroy would be with these powerful self-govern-
ing Provinces, whose procesdings will, in one form  or
another, come before the Central Legislature? I cannot
help thinkiug that the resuls of the noble Lord's Amend-
ment—assuming it to be carried, which I trust is not
likely to ocour—might be the ultimate break-up of India
into complotely separate provinoes, as distinct from one
another as Gambia and Bierra Leons. I rather think that
John Bright thought that that would be the fatura of
Indian Government, but it is absolutely opposed to the
hopes and beliefs of all progressive people in India at thia
moment, and it is one of the dangers whioh the noble
Lord’s Amendment seama to involve.

But why did not the noble Lord think of this im
criticising the Simon Report which to him asta
most other British statesmen was at the time =&
political Bible?

CLIQUISM WILL BECOME RAMPANT.
LORD CREWR oconsidered it “‘a strong order *' to
take away the right of direot represontation on the
Assembly which the people had enjoyed at present
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and appealed to the Government to reconsider the

decision about indirect election partioularly because

fndirect election would virtually deprive the

Governor-General of the right of dissolution of the

Aggembly in a moment of erisie when such & right
would be invaluable to him. He said:

The point on whioch the possible Amendment appeals

to me is in relation to the poaition of the Viceroy,

1 have already said something about the position of the

Viceroy In relation to the Legislatuve, and it would be

a parallel position of diffioulty in whioh, I think, you

would be plasipg him 1if indireot election is left in the

Blil, He will bs completely at the meroy of a smsll

body of previncial opinion., I am amssuming, of course, a

onse ocours in which he will think it his duty to override

what has been considered proper, He will be placed in

8 position of subservienoy to the particular provincial

opinion. It will be quite uselesa to diesoiva the Assem-

bly, beocause the question would simply go baok to the

same small cligue who had been responsible for the oris

ginal proposition, and therefors he would be in the posi-

tion, in which I think he ought to be placed as seldom

a8 possible, of having possibly io override what would

be considered Indian opinion, but whioh wonld be merely

the expression of a looal sgotion of [ndiane, and have to

do so with the authority of the Beorotary of State. I

want the Vioeroy to bave as little as possible to do with.

officers and Parliaments here, and I hope that when the
time oomes poble Lords will give serious consideration
to the possibility of some kind of Amendment which
would help to sase matters in this partionlar relation.

POSTPONE FEDERATION |

LORD ISLINGTON has a very high oonception of
the role that India is destined to play within the
British Empire. * India hag been and is to-day,”
be said, “the linch-pin of the British Empire.
Remove that linch-pin, and the future of
the British Empire is made extremely diffi-
oult—to put it in the most moderate form.” It is
just because of this that he opposed the Second
Roading of the Bill, because he thinka that *the
Government have taken a leap in the dark in their
measure.” “It is perfectly true,” he said, * that there
are & host of safeguards. ... I have had a list
shown to me of the powers that a Viceroy has, which
he oan allocate to.the Governor of the Province
( when the Governor has to take deoisions contrary
to the decisions of the Provinecinl Liegislature). {They
fill a thick foolscap book,” But.Lord Islington feels
that no suoch safeguarde will be of any practical uti-
lity in actual sdministration, One wonders what
this foolgeap book is ?

His alternative to the present Bill is simple : post-
pone federation and introduce provineial autonomy :

I am anked, what ia she alternative if we destory the

Bill like shis? My own belief is this; and here I differ,
with great respect, from my nable friend Lord Crews, for
whese opinion in all matters, and especlally on India, I
bave very deep respect, We are told by my nobls friend
that thers is no alternative. I would say, however:
postpons Federation. Thers la vo immediate hurry for
Federation. It would bs better to postpone it than to
bave it started in a premature fanhion bafors it is tho-
roughly thoughs cut and the financial Items conocerned
with is have been thoroughly investigated. I would say:
g0 back to the 1919 Aok, wlth all its imperfections, as
your basis, and apply to is, with certain exoeptions, the
Tecommendations which the Simon Commission gavein

its extensive Report. It would give a wvery liberal set
of Provincial Governments—dangerously liberal—but at
the same time It would leave a Central Government whick
might be quite what the noble Marquess suggests and
what the Simon Report saggested: it might bs tempo-
rarily an advisory committee,

ORIENTALS NEVER ACCEPT!

LoRD HUTCHISON of Montrose bad a very
simple explanation of the widespread and wviolent
denunciation the Bill ie meeting with everywhare in
India, Nothing else can happen .in un Oriental
country. Hasaid: " No matter how many people
gay that India doeg not want and will not acocept
this Bill—I maintain that when you are dealing
with Orientals they never will acoept what is of-
fored—I believe in my heart that when the Bill
beoomes an Act the.people of India will work it, and
use it for their great ‘advancement, for their better
politiesl knowledge, for the davelopment of their
own people, and for the preparing for the next mtep:
forward, which we have promised to give when:
they are fit for it." Lord Bingley voiced the same
feeling. “ I do not know, " he said, “why any one
should expect Indiane to tumble head over heels to
aek for this Bill, We know tha Otiental spirit of
bargaining, and when noble Lords opposita {of the
Labour Party) have already mors or legs promised to
give the Indians everything they ask, and have al-
ready assured us that after the next Election they
will be in power, ia it likely that the Indians are go-
ing to be.satisfied with anything less than the whole
of tbeir demands? " OQrientals never aoccept] Why
did the Governmeut then oall Orientals who never
accept what is offered to a Round Table Conference
with Qceidentals who, we suppose, never wait for
being asked, but always give more than what one
may dare fo ask ?

INEQUALTIES OF FEDERATION.

LORD RANEKEILLOUR'S was & very weighty
contribution to the debate on the diehard side. He
mercilessly exposed the inherent defects of the

federal scheme. o said :

The weakness (of Federation} arises partly from the
inequalities and reservations among the units of the
Federation. One State will have greater powers than
anothar, All the States will have greater powers than
the Provinoes, You will have men at Delhi who will
have the power to vote for lawyg which they will not obey
snd which will not affeot them, and for taxes that they
will not pay. This is & very great weakness, andI
venturs to think that a Fedevation which iz based om
unequal contribution capnot endure. And especially will
this sppear in the question of taxation, beocaunse we know
that the Btates, sava to a small degree and in exceptional
oircumstances, will not pay direct taxes,¥and the result of
that will be that the Federal Goverament, if an inorease

- of taxation is neocessary, will have to fall back upon
indireot taxation perhapa to the grievous hurt of the oon-
sumer, ocertainly to the unbalancing of the whola fiscal
system. )

These diffoulties of Federation under these unequal
conditions will be accentnated and embittered by the oon-
fliot of law. You will have Federal laws, Provincial laws,
and State laws, It was said by Lord Hutohison jusé now
that the Federal law will always prevail ovee the Provin-
sial law and in theory it will prevail over the State law ™
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also. But how are these laws to be enforsed? Where is
the sanction for these lawa? I remember very well in the
Seleot Committee, when the late Betretary of State gave
evidence, that he was pressed time after time upon this;
and all that he could say was he could devise no sanctions,
it was a matter of good will, You cannot have Federal
officers evefswhere, and if they were everywhere how
oan you be sure that what they did would prevail, any
mote than the Federal prohibition agents in the State of
New York prevailed? I think that it would be possible
to devise sanctions for Federal laws in the Provinces, but
only finanoial sanotions. It is not the time to go into that
now. Batin the States yoa have no sanotion at all, In
the States the Governor-General may dirgot theic enforoe-
ment, but actual power to see that the Federal law ig
carried out he has noue, unless, indeed, he falls back upen
the other part of his multiple personality and uses his
paramountey, if he bas paramountoy, to that effect.

VICEROY'S MULTIPLE PERSONALITY.

THE Viceroy will have to be a super-man if he
is to exercise all the functions and powers assigned
to him wisely and well. On this point Lord Rankeil-

lour observed :

Consider the position of that one man who is to bs the
supreme ruler in one case, the fountain of rewards and
honours, the autocratio ruler of the Army, the direotor of
foreign relations, the paramount ruler over one-third of
the whole of India; and yet, on the other hand, he is & con-
stitutional ruler, Under the provisions of the Bill he may
have to be his own Prime Minister. .All the time he will
be thinking how he is to get his Bills through and have o
grapple with the arts of the lobbyist to do so, But he is
not wholly a constitutional ruler in the sense in which we
understand it, besause all the time his ¢onstitutional position
will be complicated by the use of disoretionary reserve
powers. These separate functions cannot be kept in water.
tight compartments, At all times they may impinge one
on the other. Every moment of the working day he will
have to think in what capaocity he is acting and with what
powers. ... I imagine his valet will be daily ooncermed to
know whether to put cut his despotic uniform or his gonsti-
tutional short jaoket.

A friend of incomparable industry tells me that he has
worked out that there ave eighty occasions laid down of
departure from ordinary constitutional practice. On eighty
different oooasions he is able to use his discretion entirely
apart from his Ministers, or else he has to consult his
Ministers but need not follow their advice. I do not say
this is not necessary, but see how enormously it adds te
the complications of the position. Let me give one or two
examples, Under Clause 9 he is given judioial pcwers; he
may determine in certain cases the limits of his own
jurisdietion. Under Clause 104 he may decide in certain
cases whether the Federal or Central Legislature oan deal
with a new subject. Under Clause 11 he has protestive
powers in all sorts of important spheres. Under various
clauses he has legislative powers by various processes
moTe of less summary. Then he has powsr of veto, to
forbid legislation. He has power to restriot debate. Hae
has, under Clause 7, great financial powers. He has
enormously difficult problems of discrimination wunder
Clause 111. He has what may be of intense importance
and even danger, the prerogative of meroy, and under
Clause 54 he has the ultimate power to dirsct the opera-
tiona of all the Provinoial Governments,

NO INDUCEMENT !
LORD HASTINGS, who, like Liord Hutchison, was
& member of the Davidson Committes, was at. great
paine to show that, In recommending remission of
tributea in favour of federating States, no induce-

ment was offered to the tribute-paying States ; but his
attempt did nokb attain any conspiououns suecess. For
he admitted that the Davidson Raport oontained s
statement “ implying that ocertain things would be
done in the event of States entering Federatiom
whioh would not be done if they did not enter into
Foderation, and to that extent the criticism whioh
bad been levelled at the Raport and the consequencas
of the Report in the Bill are perfeotly justified.”
Then what is it that is not justified ? He went on to
state that the Davidson Committee could consider
questions like the remission of tributes only with
reference to foderation, unlike the Butiler Committes
whose examination of such questions had no reference
to constitutional reform, The anawer to this is
quite obvious : in such a cage the Davidson Commit-
tee should have considsred the question of financial
obligations of the States on the presenf basis, without
touching the entirely unoconnected question of whe-
ther tributes paid by the States, irrespzctively of their
joining the federation or otherwise, should be remit.
ted or not, If they consider the question of tributes
and then recommend that they should be remitted
only to federating States, they certainly give ground
to oritics to maintain that remission of tributes was
certainly intended as an inducement to States to join
federation. The suggestion itself appears to Lord
Hastinges to be preposterous. “ Can i be seriously
supposed,” he asks, “that, in these great matters of
far-reaching and everlasting importancs, the entry
of any State into Federation is really going to be
affected by the question of whether or not it receives
remission of tribute. or- loses its immunities ¥ That
is to underestimate, not only the intelligence of the
Ministers of that State, but the loyalty, the far-
reaching and enduring loyelty, of the rulers of the
States of India.” Where does the States' “far-resching
and enduring loyalty” come here, one wonders ? Is
a loyal Stata bound to join federation, even without
& prospect of gain ? Doas then the condition that the
Princes laid down—that the federal government
must be a responsible govsrnment if it is to induce
them to accede to it-——Imply disloyalty on the part
of the Princes ?

FINANCIAL FETTERS.

LORD STRABOLGI of the Labour Party showed a
clear grasp of tho main features of the Bill, Oa the finan-
cinl safeguards he made the following observations :

My noble friend Lord Snell spoke of India being a cage,
" an gnlarged oage, ™ under this Bill, Not only i3 she in the
onge, but her pinions are shackled; they are shackled by
- finanoial fettexs placed upon them under this very Bill.
The Governor-General, the Viceroy, will be advised
by a financial expert, reared, bronght up and soaked
in the traditions of the City of London, who will in
effact, I presume, have a superior position becanse
of his statatory nposition, because of his titular position,
beoause of his position in the Vice-Regal Court, to that of
the Finance Minister, He will veto any atiempt to alter
drastioally the finanocial and economio sitwation in India.
One of the great complaints —I ventured to mention this in
a previons debate in your Lordships' Honse, and the noble
Lord, Leord Lloyd, from his diffexent poiat of view, rein-
foreed it also—which the Indian people kave to-day is that
they have not been allowed to put their own finanocial house
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* in order; -that they have been dominated by British
) financial interests. Whether they are justified in that
belief or not is not at issne, but amongst the meroantile and
financial classes in India that is the belief, and the noble
s Marquess, with his great knowledge of India, knows that
that is so, Thereis a strong antagonism in India to the
idea that this financial control will be continued by means

of the olauses relevant to that oontrol in this Bill,

THE REAL BAFZGUARD OF MINORITIES.

LoRD BTRABOLGI roundly denonnced the com.
munsal eolectorates and blamed the Government for
making them virtually eternsl in India, He said :

There are two religions minorities in this sountry, who,
in the past, have suffered perseoution ~the Roman Catho-
lios and the Jews. Nonconformists slso have suffered in
their time, but I am thinking now particularly of those tw®o
minerities. The Nonconformists ere in suoch large num-
bers, and so powerfully organised, that perhaps they may
not be oonsidered as a minority apy longer, but the
.soattered Catholio and Jewish ocommunities could have
1ooked for no protection or support from such members as
‘they oould have returned oa a communal register. But
where they are fairly aumerous in a oonstituency, every
noble Lord who has had experience knows that once a
member has been elooted to Parliamant he looks upon the
minorities as his spgoial care. Itis not only a question
of gotting their votes, thongh in certain constituenoies the
Oatholic and Jewish vote is very important and in a
-olosely oontested election may just make all the difference.
That, however, i3 not the main reasen why the Jewish or
Roman Catholio ¢lectors can with confidenca Jook ta the
member for the constituenocy toredress their grievances. It
is the member's general sense of respousibility for all the
-eleotors of his own coastituenoy. That is the real safe-
guard of minorities in any oountry, and the ludian politi-
oians are not golng to be so very different from ourselves;
they are very much the same under the skin ag We are.

I believe that we made a blunder in not insisting upon
-& oommon gleotoral roll, The Hinda oandidate with s’
Moslem minority would have besn very careful to give:

-certain pledges to his prospective oonstituents of the
Moslem faith that he would ses that they wers not perae-
-outed. And he would have kept the pledges so as to rely
-on thei# support in the future. Now the Beoretary of
Btate declares that nothing oan be dooe until the diferent
-communities have agreed, I consider that this communal
tegiuter is mo mischievous and so dangerous, and unfortu-
nstely it will be so permanent, that I would have postpo-
ned all Federal reforms in India until the commupities
bad agreed together. Instead of that, the Prime Minister
who has just left offics, Me, MaoDonsld, foreed the Com-
munal Award when these matters were under discussion
thres years ago, and in so doing I consider that he com-
mitted a very great ecror of judgment,

RIGHTISTS OAN NEVER SOLVE THE PROBLEM.

THE Indian problem is so difficult, said Lord
Strabolgi, that & Government of the Right can never
solve it, and he thought that it was a great tragedy for
India that it had faller to such a Government to
solve it. “ It would have been far bstter,” he said,
* to have left this matter alone, as indesd our best
friends in India have. begged us to do. It would have
been far better to have left this mattor until the
people of Eagland were in a progressive mood and
ready to return a Left Parliament, and then %o bring
in areform which would have won Indian scoepk
ance and support.” He feels, however, that whata
Right Parliament has done a Left Parliament will
sventually undo, a hope which does not appear $o be

justified, for even a Left Parliament in England will
be powerless to amend the consatitution withouf the
consent of several hundred autoeratio rulers in India,
On this point Lord Strabolgi said :

I am perfeotly certain of this, that eventually the Party
to which I belong, and for which at the moment I am
spaaking, will have to resettle this question. Thisis not
the end of the drama which has lasted seven years, This
is not the final word. This is a stop-gap measure despite
its size and formidable content. The problem will be
thrown back on some future Government. It may be a
Government of the Right or a Government of the Left;
1 think it will be 8 Government of the Left that will have
to sottle this question. I only hope that matters will not
detericrate in the interval so as to make it too diffioult to
deal with. The right reverend Prelate spcke of China
and drew a terrible parallel between condiiions ix India
and conditions in China, I hope he is wrong. Demooracy
io China has not been tried. It is the very generals of
whom he spoke who are suppressing demosracy there,
just as it is suppressed in Chicago by the gangsters. Wa
are not trying demooracy in India under this Bill, ' I
will not be a fair test, and it is for that resson that we
foel bound to criticise and oppose this Bill,

RIGIDITY OF THR FEDERAL CONSTITUTION.

Lorp PHILLIMORE omphasised the rigidity
of the federal constitution asthe principal defect of
the measure. He observed :

When I ventured to address your Lordships® House on
the Motion to debate the Report of the Joint Select Qom-
mittee, I explained that there was one thing, and one thing
only, whish worried me more than any other in the propo~
sals, and that was the rigid effeat of these proposals on the
future course of Indian development, For that reasonX am
most heartily glad that Lord Lloyd has spoken on this
guestion of the Federal system proposed for India. I have
no desire to see the legitimute aspirations of the Indian
people thwarted. Indeed, it is largely because I belisve
that this measure is more likely to hinder than to promots
progress, that I venture to oppose that portion of it whioh
is concerned with Federation.

‘We regavd the proposed Federal system for India as,
in the first place, unworkable. You have only to turn to
the Bill to see that. In the second place, Wwe regard it as
likely to hampet the future course of development of the
Indian people. Thirdly, we think it is an attempt to foroa
the development of oar Empire along far too rigid lines—
lines so rizid that they can only be upset by a more or less
violent disturbanoe in the future. I, frankly, am still
puzzled to know the Government's true mind on this ques- -
tion, Why this insistence upon Federation?

Lord Lloyd has baen at great pains to draw yoor Lord-
ships' attention to recent ohapters of the bistory of the
Federatod Commonwealtha which I have named. It hag
been & very wnhappy ohapter of historg—a echapter to
whioh the rigidity of a Federal Constitution makes it diffl-
oult to supply a happy ending. My Lords, are liberty and
federation really indissoluble elements of one whole ? Can
you not have liberty without federation, and self-govern-
ment without federation  The noble Marguess, the Seore~
tary of State for India, told us yesterday that “to thosme
who have dirested their gaze forward it has been obvious
that the eventual Government of India at. the Contre must
be of the Federal type.” Persons who for years erave
forward in one posturs, regardless of the  draughts and
ourrents that may blow aoross the world, may sometimes
end up by getting atiff neoks, This Government suffers from
a very oonsiderable dose of self-complacency, and may
possibly have a neok that has become too stiff, .

What exaotly are the reasons why the Government gra so

- anxious to foroe the develiopment of the Indian Constitution
into this particnlarly rigid channel ¥ For my part, I am
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persuaded that the late Secrotary of State for India wae
dangerously addieted to oross-word puzzles, and that this
Bill has strayed from a back sheet of the Times to lie
aoross the path of Indian progress.

A CUP OF BITTER ALOES.

THE EARL OF MANSFIELD received loud applauss
at the ond of his speech and Lord Halifax paid him
a high compliment for his eloguence, He drew
attention to the fact that the Bill had no friend in
India. He said:

An intelligent and impsartial observer, say someone
from Mars or Venus, might say : * No doubt this is taking

a great risk, bat it must be, doubtless, because the vasi

majority of the peoples of India desire this legislation,™

and he would be encouraged in his view by the magnificent
peroration of the noble Viscount, Lord S8ankey, when he
said that we had placed the cup at India’s lips and we
ought not to dash it away. But uvfortunately, as far as
one cah jodge from the comments that have been made
in Indian newspapers, Indian periodicals, and from Indian
platforms, the ordinary Indiap, whatever bis creed, what-
ever his seot, seems to regard the cup that is being held
to his lips, not as being full of refreshing nectar, but rather
of the essence of bitter alces. I have not been able to
discover one single person in the whole of India who is
enthusiastically

PRINOES MAKE GOVERNMENT STRONGER.

EARL PEEL could not understand why the die-
hards should oppose the Federation.
to strengthen the British power in India, there is
nothing in the world which can do it better than the
introduction of the Princes who will even after
Federation remain under the suzerainty of the British
Government into the Indian comstitution. Lord
Peel's argument is really unanswerable, Wae give it
below in his own words :

I am still a little unable to understand why it is that '
some of my noble frisnds seem so very opposed to the
Federation may -

entry of the Princes into Federation.
be a bad thing, as some of those noble Lords say, but
gursly, if you had your choice of a Federation with or
without the Princes, you would every time come down
for a Federation with the Princes in it, If this evil
thing is to be established is there any one in this House
who denies that the entry of the Princes will be a great
element of stability in the Government and will make
the Government stronger than it is mow? There is not
only the Princes’ great devotion to the Crown, but there
is the great responsibility of India for defeuce and so
on to be considered. The Princes, therefore, would suraly
add greatly to the strength of s Government which had
their support. In these ciroumstances my noble friends
will exouse me if I say I do not understand why they
bave heen trying all along to show & ourious objoction
to the Princes coming in.

Lord Peel was very angry that the die-hards '

pergisted in believing that the Princes had no love for
Foderation, when they were declaring from house-
tops, or rather from palace-tops, that they wers
willing to join Federation. Their declarations musé
be taken, Lord Pesl thought, at their face value.
But he does not think thab the declarations of Indisn
politicians should be taken at their face value. Thesa

politicians show a preference for the existing consti-
8till Lord Peel believes

tution over the new one,
that they inwardly prefer the new one, or at any
rate come to prefer it when they will come to realise

in favour of these so-called reforms. .

marked:
I do not think it ia foolish to suggest that, when these

when the matter is settled; when the Ministers and so
on find that, subjeot to certain limitations, these wide
powera are being oonferred upon them--wide powers
which have the sympathy of the noble Marqueas and of
my noble friend Lord Lloyd—there will be a great revul-
sion of feeling, The limitations and the eafeguards will
drop a little into the shade and they will councentrate
themselves upon the great dutiss, responsibilities and
opportunities that then lie before them. )

VIOLENT OUTBURST WOULD FOLLOW
‘WITHDRAWAL |

LORD PEEL aleo deal with the emphatic dis-
approval of the Government’s proposals by the Legis-
lative Assembly. Hoe said:

i It has been said that here you bave the Assembly,
| representative of British India, and has not the Assembly
by votes condemaed your proposals? I am not, I may say,
deeply impressed by the fact, because I know very well--
we all know very weil—that every Assembly hus its
corporate sense and its ocorporate dignity, Considering
the faot that under the new Bill that ‘Asgsembly is going
F to be entirely abolished, how is it possible that you should
‘ get from an Assembly of that kind any very enthusiastie
vote in favour of a Bill which destroys its very existence ?

If they want !

But if you have not got the negative test, I should like to
! place the positive test before yom, If it were to be an-
i nounced that; following the behsst of my noble friends, this
i Bill had been dropped, you would then see such an outbursé
of fesling in Tndia as would astonish those who think that
this Bill is being rather coldly received in that ecountry.

| Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru in his Poona speech deslt
! with the first point. If the Assembly is not the pro-
I per body to consult on the question of reform, why
: does the Bill propose to consult the Provincial and
| Indian Legislatures on several matters like the
frapchise concerned with reforms? If the Assembly
is bound to vote against a Bill whioh seeks to abolish
it, will not a Legislature elected on & certain fran-
ohise neceasarily vole against any proposal intendsd
to effect & change in the franchise ? The Government
cannot make the Indian legislatures criteria of Indinn
opinion on certain matters and treat them as of no
account on certain others. On the other poiut all one-
has to say is: why do not Government test Indien
feeling by temporarily withdrawing the Bill? Will
not they be in a much stronger position afterwards
to go on with the Bill? Why do they deny them-
selves this tactioal advantage ?

INDIAN CONSENT NECESSARY.

do so and can also ignore them when they are
gomewhat inconvenient. In answering the die-

hards who were unwilling to concede central respon-
system:-

aibility, he said: “It is clear that mo
" at the Oentre which does mnot command the
' confidence and support of the Provinoes and of poli-

form that funotion of wunifioation.” Agnin':
 introduce provinecial autonomy but to withhold

central responsibility “ would be to secure for the-

.
‘wm, v "’:”f -J
[JuLy 4, 1935. "?_:-

THE MARQUESS OF LINLITHGOW can lay down
sound prineciples of government when it suits him to-

-~ tioally-minded India can for long successfully p;‘r--
0.

-

‘
33

-

its immerse potentislities. On this point he re=s

criticisms are over; when the bargaining time is over; .
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"Centml Government the mistrust and hostility of
¢ politioally-minded Indians throughout the country,
1. and to invite Governments and Legislatures in every
Province to dedicate themselves to the task of render-
ing unworkable the system of Centrsl Government.”
~But thig is just whab is going to bappen by forcing
upon India & oconstitution which is unacceptable to
politically-minded Indians, - It will seours their
mistrust and hostility and will be rendered unwork-
able,

Federation must be brought about now or it will
never come about ; and Federation would strengthen
the British Government as ncthing else will, These
propositions, with which we have now become very
familiar, were repeated by Lord Linlithgow. But he
did not care to ssy, as no one has done yet, why
Federation, it dropped now, should become impossible
4o future, Lord Linlithgow said :

If we fail to set up now an All-India Federation with
responsibility, we shall let slip, perhaps for ever, the pros-
*  pectof oalling to the sounsels of the Central Government
and to the aervios of the Central Legislature the represen-
‘tatives of tlie Ruling Princes in India, whose adhesion, it
is generally agreed, will lend to the Government of India
strength and wisdom and those instinets whioh go with
-ancient traditions, and whose loyalty to the Throne and
person of the King-Emperor is part of the very breath of
their nostrils, Next, and for the reasons whieh I have
- wentured to submit, it is not the case that it is safer and
more prudent to postpone Federation while immediately
getting up Provincial Auntonomy, Indeed, your
Lordshipe’ own Oommittee, for weighty reasons, some of
whioh I have :oited this evening, and after deliberations
-extending over a period of a year and'a half, advised you
that the roverae is the case. They aaid that the Govern-
ment of India as now constituted ia a weak Government.
They said that it is destined to grow weaker; and they
said that if it is to hold together the great autonomous
.Provinces which we all, without exooption, propose to set
-up, it must be strengthened. Finally, they told your Lord-
whips that in their best view the only way to strengthen
it is the way proposed in this Bill.

PERMANENT CHEQKS.

LoRD PONSONBY, as the leader of the Labour
Party in the House of Lords, Jdefined the attitude of
Labourites towards the Bill in the following words :

There most necessarily be adjustmeuts, adaptations,
and tentative beginnings. That can ba admitted, But
the essential prinoiple to be followed must be two-fold,
Allowance must ba made for an easy opportunity for ex-
pansion towards full representative. government without
fresh legislation here, and no psrmanent barriers shonld
be set up, either in the Provinoces or the Centre. to cheok
the full attainment of :antonomous demooratio institutions.

This is where wo consider the Goverament are making
.8 oruoial mistake. In their timidity at the outory of some
of their sapporters sgainst acoording a demooratic Con-
stitution to India at all, they have peppered the Bill with
checks and safegnards, some of which, in our opinion,
seem oaloulated permanently to thwart the attainment
of fully ropresentative government, We ars apprehen-~
sive of the dangers of a gift from the Mother Country to
this great Empire which contains elements which will
be discovered to hamper the axpression of the popular
will, and whioh may therefore be condemned as spurious,
It appears to us a thousand pitiea that this great dppor-
tunity which lies within the reach of a very powerful
Government .in this country should be missed, and that
they sbould show lack of oconfidence in the
democratic principle and lack of confidence also in the
people to whom they are relustant to accord it in a
more complete form. The points in the Bill whioh illust-
rate my meaning are the predominant position given to
the Princes, the under-representation of the workers, the
restriotive safeguards placed in the hands of dominating
authoritien outside the Legislatares, and the establishment
of bampeting S8econd Chambers,

" SIR TEJ BAHADUR SAFPRU,

SIR TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU was referred to by
name on more than ouv ocoasion in this debate. The
Lord Archbishop of Canferbury expressed himself ag
being “not the least slarmed by the reception (of the
Bill) in India** andto show how favourable Indian
opinion was he referred to Sir Tej's article in the
Twentieth Century aa reflacting the Liberal Party’s opi~
nion, Tbe Archbishop seems to think that Sir Tej in
the leader of the Liberal Party in India., The Mar-
quess of Salishury ochallenged the representative
character of Sir Tej in this matter. He said that Sir
Tej had no following in India. “I am $o0ld,” he
added, “he could not get elected for any constituency
under any ciroumstances, Do not let us be led nway
by glib phrases."

AFTER THE ANGLO-GERMAN NAVAL AGREEMENT,

RENCH opinion 13 awaiting somewhat anxiously
the result of the present talks between Mr,

Eden and M. Laval. It ie no use denying that

the hasty signature of the Anglo-German naval agree-
ment has besn viewed with surprise and displeasura
hero, Mr, Eden will have a delioate task in fnding
-guitable arguments and explanations in view of
.appeasing legitimate anxicties, Let us hope that he
‘may succeed. After Paris, Mr. Eden proposes to
tackls Rome. A great diplomatio * season" geems

thus to be opening out. May 1t result in practioal
renlisations |

Owing to the changes and difficulties in her
homa politios, France has besn less watchful of late.
Moreover, the meeting at Stresa and the wnanimous
verdiok of Geneva had perhaps too readily been ocon-

.alidered as decisive,

In the meanwhile, Germany did nof remail
inactive ; romewhat discountenanced at firat by the

Geneva decision, German diplomacy -has not been
slow in launching & new oampaign, beginning with
Herr Hitler’s spesoh as s preface. Pacific assu-
ranoces, conoilistory gestures, offers to France to re-
poect the Rhine frontier providing the loosening of

her links with Soviet Russia, exclusion of the latter
from any system of European pesce snd sacurity—

Herr Hitler's thirteen pointa have clearly indioated
the main trends, and action has olosely followed
upon certain items of this profession of faith. With
great shrewdness, the Reichafuhrer has taken full
advantage of the impression produced in England by
bis specch, of the present pre-occupations of Italy inm
Afrion, and of the political and financial diffioulties
in France. A series of manosuvrea in London and
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Rome has enabled Germany to regain a position of
initiative,

- The Anglo-Gsrman naval agreement has proved
the test of succesz. The British Qovernment has re-
pognised the right ¢f Germany to build a flest squal to
35 7, of the British naval forces. As M. Jules Sauer-
wein points out in Paris—Soir, the essential point
is thaf the German naval power must henceforth be
determined by the British naval power, If the iatter
ig incressed or decressed, the Germsn power must
obgerve the same proportion, This link is more im-
portant than any figures.

It practically amounts to Great Britain control-
ling Germany's navel force. One can expect that a
similar agreement regarding aviation may follow
goon. These vital problems will be deslt with ina
ooncrete gpirit by the British Cabinet. England has
always shown more consideration for accomplished
facts than for theoretical agreements or promises.

Endeavours to establish a disarmement conven-
tion between sixty nations has failed in Genevs.
However unfortunate this may be, other means sre
being resorted to.

France must not forget that while England may
be & good judge as far as naval and air forces are
concerned, she mey prove somewhat excessively dis-
interested ns regards the army proper. Logically
speaking, if Germany is to regulate her naval forces
by England’s, she ought to do the assme with Franoce
e8  regards Lher land forces; onm this element,
Frarce's interests are far more important than those
of Great Britain., The opporfunity of a separate
pgrecment with Germany on the question of arma-
ments bad in faoct presented itself in the past; but
‘out of loyalty to previous allegiances (and especially
to England) the French have always refused to con-
sider any sgreement which would not include other
powers, Placed in similar circumstances, the Eng-
1ish have shown less delicate soruples, and more
realism.

To the French, it has come 88 a disappointment,
but also as a Iesson. Franoce and Italy will consider
themselves entitled to practise the same matter-of-fact
policy and eventually regain their entire liberty
of aotion. Monsieur Fabry, in the Republique,
gays : “ The English have a senso of humour. In the
‘way of limitations of naval armaments, this curious
agreement consecrates first of all the increase of the
German fleet”. M, Fabry also believes that this
might well be the signal of a general incresse and
competition of naval ermaments, if the financial
conditions of all powers were not go low at present.
If Germany is limited in the increase of her naval
foroes, she ¢an devote so much more to her army.

The Anglc-German agreement also places France
in a position of inferiority because she has got to
provide for naval defence on two fronts which have
no direot communioation with one ancther, and also
to think of her possessions oversaas,

But the importance of the Anglo-German nege-
tiations i not so much technical as diplomatic. * If
one dcubted if, it would be enough to wonder whether |

the Reich hus ever thougut of claiming from the
French an army equal to 35 7, of the French army.
The snswer is so evident that the question appearsa
joke ™.

The agreement concluded by the English gives
them the precious assurance that Germany will never
attack them on the seas, which is s important for
England as a similar assurance regarding her terri-
torial frontiers would be for France.

Nevertheless, it is more generous to suppose that’
the English have been actusted by other and more
far-reaching reasons than mere national egoism.
The ides, for instance, that acceptance of Germany’s.
offer would relieve that country from a feeling of
isolation (which might eventually result in dan-
gerous consequences) may well have haunted the
mind of our neighbours across the Channel. Un-
fortunately, it is equally legitimate te wonder’
whether the breach in the Stresa front will not confer
on Germany something more than psychological re-
lief, namely an encouragement to pursue her ambi-~
tions in Esasfarn and Danubian Europe. " If one
considers the German polioy as a whole,” further
says M. Fabry, " their refusal to participate in any
pact of mutual assistance in Central and Oriental
Europe is & clear indication that they wish to leave
avery door opened to all possibilities of revisions of
freaties, and even if necessary to open a door
themselves ",

But pessimism is of no avail, and side by side
with the present disappointment, there is a deeper
current of opinion here wishing and hoping that all
misunderstanding should be dispelled and France
and England may continue fo aot in collaboration
as they have done up to now. Apart from the Ger-
man paval re-armament, there are many other pre-
blems to be solved at present. If unity of views and
action could be realised between the two govern-
ments in facing those difficulties, misunderstandings
would readily disappear,

‘What is Mr. Eden going to offer us in the name.
of his government ? As we have already indicated,
France is not primarily interested, as England s, in’
air forces and submarines, but especially in infantry
and frontiers subject to surprise-invasions, A simple
question of geographioal situation ! '

How far will England be prepared to commit
herself §o ensure security in Cental and Eastern
Eurcpe? How far could she command Germsny's
adhesion to combine the Franco—Russian paot with/
other pacts of mutual assistance or non-aggression ?
The future only will tell. '

Tn the meanwhile, let us not come to hasty con-
clusions, but rather await with hope and confidence
the result of conversations where two men of good-
will are endeavouring to reconcile their points of
view and to give a novel significance to.the Franco—
British collaboration for peaca,

L. MORIN.

Paris,

21st June.
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Leviews,

WORLD ECONOMIC CRISIS.

A BUSINESS MAN'S VIEW OF THE WORLD
CRISIS. By L. POTTER. ( Williams and
Norgate ). 1933. 20cm. 151p. 3/6.

Tae world ie soanxious to know the ocause and

-oure of the all pervading economic mailaise that any

new book on the subject is scanned with the greatest |

interest and hops. Businesz men are to a certain
extent the patients most direotly suffering from these
ills; economists are like doctors consulted inter-
miftently and followed with reservs ; politiciaus ara
like dispensing chemists who administer the doctora’
presoription if and when the patient aliows. Some«
times the patient thinks that he knows a lob more
about his malady and the way to oure it than all the
physicians combined, As an indleation of the inward
pathologiecal conditions such efforts are interesting
snd often helpful. Mr, Potter's book is written from
the standpoint of a sober but disappointed man of
business and it must be admitted that he has produc-
-d a highly intereating book,

What oauged the crizsin? Some think it was |

over-production, others that it was ourrenoy contrac-
tion and certain others that it was maldistribution.
Me, Potter feels that breakdown of confidence was the
principal ocause., Obviously this is straining a good
point too muoh, The orisia was ushered in by a
breskdown of confidence as most orises are. But that
ia not the primary oause of the dislooation and down-
ward movement of economio life, In faot for students
-of the historion] side of crises what is more singular
in the oourse of the recent orisis than anything else
is the comparative lack of panic among oitizens as
well a8 governments, Miscaloulations about the
-conditions of the world markets as radically altered
by the heritage of the war and the incomplete appre-

hension of the role of currency and credit control |

in the economic functioning of the community muss
be jointly credited with the responsibility for the
great disaster. It ie gratifying to note that in his
-suggestions for the future Mr, Potter has taken note
-of this truth,

Unlike the common run of business men Mr.
Potter recognises the shortsightedness of tariff barri-
erg and the superficiality of & proposal for raising
the price level by artificial means for purposes of
inducing a boom, He is a sober supporter of apolicy
of stable money and recognises that steps taken ini-
tially to raise prices and then hold them in compa-
rative steadiness would be weloome., But when he
oomes to the indication of the ways whereby this can
be achieved he very nearly falls into the same fallacy
-which has beset most members of the new school for
a ' otable money policy.' Till recently very fow,
even among the experts, were prepared to recognise
that a consoious control of the. price level through
-ourrency and oredit was feasible and desirable. Now
many people are placing too great a reliance on cur-
renoy and oredit expedients for m rise in prices and
-eurnings. It is not yet adequately realised that
supply of the means of payment is only one of the
factors that affeots the level of prices, inoluding in
this term prices of services as well as commodities.
There are several other factors which are remote, yot
more fundamental, Oonditions of demand and supply
must be better studied, regulated and allowed for in
our future goonomio life. In this task of regulating
the sonditions of & healthy economio life, control of
ourrenoy and oredit and the epsuring of a compara-

ol

tive stable price level are only two features. It im,
however, most refreshing to find that businessmen
are learning from recent experience to welcome &
regulative influence in business oonditions, Mr.
Potter’s book should be read by ail who are interested
in finding out a remedy for the reourring disturb-
ances of our economio life. :

D. G. KARVE.

MODERN INDIAN HISTORY.

TEXT BOOK OF MODERN INDIAN HISTORY
VOLS. 1 & 2. By 8 C BSAREAR and K, K.
DaTra. (Bihar Publishing House, Patna i
1934 & 1935. 24om. 1099+1LXX p, Ras. 13.8.0
for 2 vols. :

THE volumes under review oomprise the history of

India from 1526 to the present day. They are design~

ed for undergraduates of Indian Universitios and aime

at a standard higher than the usual run of college
text-bocks, The treatment is moatly topiocal and the
work is fairly well documented, Maps provided in

a wallet separately at the end of each volume ars

ealeulated to facilitate referenca, Bibliographies on

every chapfer are likewise . given at the end of each
volume. The printing and get up are good. '

Part I deals with the Mughal period downa to the
death of Aurangzeb, The Later Mughals and the
break up of the Empire form the subjeot of the second
ohapter of Part II. 1t would have better contributed
to the unity of the theme if thia had been taken up
earlier. So aleo the Mughal administrative systern;
and survey of economic and ascoial conditions under.
the Mughals, as well as the study of Mughal sivi-
lisation a9 a whole have been relegated to Part IIL
The rest of Vol. I, dealing with the European doings
in India, naturally hangs together with Vol. IL In a
work specially designed fSor oollege studants, the
arrangement of chaptera and sections ought to have
been less confusing. The separate paging of each
Part makes reference more cumbrous,

The book starts with a brief Introduetion which
surveys the main currents of life both in Europe and
Indis during the period of transition from medineval’
to modern times, and thereby gives the right per-
spactive to the reader, though one may not quite agree
with the authors when they speak of the Mughal,
conquest as not ‘proving quite a conatructive factor in
Indian History® because it ‘ultimately became an
agency for prolongation of mediaevaliam.” Similarly,
their characterisation of the Marathas, taking the cue
from Sir Jadunath Sarkar, is more facile than fair
to the peopla who, with all their faults, were as much,
the viotims of the acitgeist as any {fallen power in
history. " No nation that would rise,” the authors

. say, " can afford to oultivate virtues alien to honesty

or truthfulness. The Marathas committed a said
mistake in relying too much on finesse or intrigue.”
(vol. I, Part I, p. 198.)

The ohapter on the break up of the Empire looka
a bare summary of the events of this most fateful
period where one would have desired a more doherant
analysis of the complex izsues involved in s0 sudden
a collapse as foliowed the death of Aurangzeb. Apart
from the section on ‘ The Religious Policies of the
Mughal Sovereign * and ocoasional verdiots, one alsa
misses the personalities of the Emperors upon whom
the fortunes of the Empire so much turned.

The gecond voluma is divided into two parts: one
dealing with the growth of British Dominion in
India; the other giving & oritical account of the evo-
lution of British administration in this country. The
ohapter on the grest upheaval of 1857 ia s}gniﬁoamlr
entitled * The Last Test of the New British Supre-

£
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macy ' and inclines to the view that the attempted
revolution was only a ‘leap in the derk’ It is
inter¢sting to read in e foot-note (Vol. II, Part i,
p.138)—" In fact, the progressive and educated
geotions of the Indian people {(as in Bengal ) kept
aloof and stcod by the estebiished government, for
they bad learnt to esteem the British comnexion for
ite civic and cultursl value, and thrcugh it they saw
a path to a greater nationalism than the Peshwa or
the Padishah could lead to.'

The most interesting and valuable part of the book,
however, is the closing section which attempts s
comprehensive survey of the growth of Indian
nationalism in all its phases and aspects-political,
gooial and cultural-in sll the provinees, from 1821
to-1933.

This is on the whole a weleome production which
hag been the result of conecientious lasbour on the
part of the authors who seem to have spared them-
selves no paing to bring out a useful text-book on
quite rational and modern lines.

8. R. SHARMA,

INDIAN ECONOMIC PROBLEMES.

INDIA ANALYSED, VOL [Il— ECONOMIC
ISSUES. By A. N. MAINI and others, ED, by
FREDA M, BEDI and B, P, L, BEDL (Gollancs. )
1934, 20cm. 222p. 5/~

THIS is e little volume that makes a bold and direct

aspproach to five different topice of urgent economic

importanoce to Indis. The Editors deserve our warm
congratulations on heving secured the services of
eminent Indian economists who can write with
convioction and euthority on these differsnt pro-
blems, Writing first on “ Taxation and Social
Services” Mr. Maini points out how the Indian tax
system suffers from the inequities of repression and
falls short of the ideal of distributive justice. These
inequities, he foars, would be perpetuated even
under the new scheme of federel finances as Indians
would be having no real conirol over thern. Yet he
hopes that the acceptance of the new constitution

* wiil result in a school where the future youth of

India will be trained in traditions of democracy.,’
Dr. B. Ramachandra Rau next contributes a

ohapter on “Banking and Foreign Investments.” His

js a powerful piea for the establisbment of a Reserve

Bank of India to remove the existing anomalies

and to co.ordinate the present currency and banking

gystems. The Reserve Bank of India has now shifted
its place from the realm of controversy and becoma

a sottled fact, *“The Rupee and the Pound "—that

eternal muddie of the Indian currency system—is the

thizd contribution by Prof, Brij Narain, wherein he
launches a vigorous criticism of the recent Iinking of
the rupes to the deprecinted sterling at a parity fizxed
by the Hilton-Young Commission. He also resents
the Government’s inaction in freely allowing exports
of vest quantities of “distress gold” during the last
three or four years and he believes that this has
forced the country to live on its capital. “ We
went off the gold standard following Britain’s lead.

“The next step, ” be argues, “is going off the sterling

and leaving the rupee to find its own level.” This

is a piece of advice that may come as a shook to
many,

Noxt comes a masterly analysis of the * Publio
Debt of Indin” by Prof. K. T. Shah, which, we are
sure, would srouse our sense of justice against the
fnequitable burdens that have been impossed on us for
long. The last but not the least important is an article
by Prof. Radha Kamal Mukerjee, on ‘the limits and
potentialities of agriculture. Being dissatisfied with

-

the slow rate of progress of the Indian pessantry,.
he becomes & confirmed advocate of agricultural
protectionism a8 initiated ty Chancellor Von Bitlow
for Germany. Such a policy, broadly interpreted to
include the rationalization of agricultural procduce,
prices and marketing, of land tenures acd revenue
policies would be the wutchword of the planned
economy of India in future,

The book keeps up an unflagging interest in the
subjects boldly tamckled and makes the readers
all the more covscious of the grim problems that face
the country today. We would heartily weleccme the
publication of similsr volumes on topics that have
been left untouched ir this interesting series.

8. G. PURANIE,

SHORT NOTICES.

SHREE BHAGVAT SINHJEE. BY S7. NIHAL
B8ING. (Golden Jubiles Committes, Gondal.)
1934, 25¢m. 380p.

THI8 volume is issued in connection with the Gondal
ruler's silver jubilee which was celebrated last year,
It isnothirg more than what such publications.
asuslly are——fuil of praise for the object of the
celebration, For aught one kunows, all the praise
may even be well-merited in the present case. But it
would be more imypressive if it is backed by statistica-
showing the progress in the moral and material
condition of the subjacts of the State during the lasé
half a century. In the volume before us statistics
are not sltogether conspicuous by their absence ; but
they are of little use in making up a connected and
consistent story. Still it is gratifying to learn that:
the educational expenditure hes increased by 1%
times what it was at the beginning of the present
regime, What is even more noteworthy is that the
eivil list instead of showing an upward tendsncy has
been stabiliged at Re. 1:4,000 since the present ruler
assumed the reins of his high office., We had expected
that the medieal expenditure of n State presided over
by an M. D. of Edinburgh would be very large but
find that it has only gone up from Ra. 12,500 so
Rs. 27,500 in the course of fifty years. This is rather
disappointing, Though the volume under notica
suffera from lack of eonneoted statistical information,
thers is no doubt it tells us a good deal about the lifq
of the present ruler which is worth knowing.
.Dl V. Al

A DERELICT AREA. A STUDY OF THE

SOUTH-WEST DURHAM COALFIELD.

By THOMAS SHARP. (The Hogarth Press. )}

1935. 20cm. 49p. 1/6.

IN this pamphlet the author pictures the derelict
condition of the older industrial regions, Derbam
is the oldest ocoalfield in the country and coal
bes been mined there for upwards of eight
bundred years ; but now this indusiry is dead. Some
75 per cent. of its total population is reported to be
unemployed. With facts and figures for _about -~
dozen villages and towns, the author describes how
the working population has lived for years, and
aocording ta the present indieations they are to
continue to live for the rest of their mortal days on
the few shillings & weck allowed them by their
charitable countrymen.

Out of several causes of dereliction in such an
industrisl arem as this, the drying up of naturai
resources is the main cause. Bad management of
the pits and lack of co-operation between adjoining
colliery companies are also some of the causes and
the author gives instances of these.
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Mr. Sharp eays very little towards the s>lution
of this intense looal unemployment problet. The
only twe courses open to them are either thab the
work must be brought to men or men must be taken

whers the work is, Anylhing is jireferable to the
present dreary drift. -

N.§.K.

The Servants of India Society.
REPORT FOR 1034-35. |

Fellowing are the comments in some of the news-
papers on the Servants of India Society’s Raport
For 19034-35 ;

UR hearty - oongratulations to the Servants of
India Soclety on the completion of ite thirty
yenrs of existence, Founded by the great patriok

and stalwart among politiciane, the late Gopai
Krishna Gokhale, in June 1905, this institution has
to its credit & splendid resord of gervice in various
sapheres of human activity~—social, edueational, eco-
nomio and political—which any iInstitutiort 1n thia
country can well feel proud of. Nation-building
requires simultaneous efforts in meny directions and
the Hoclety, with its devoted and selfless band of work-
erg, men of guch outstanding position and ability as
Mogars, Bastri, Kunzru, Devadhar, Foshi and Thakkar,
hoe rendered truly notable services in various
spherea of national activity., However much one
may differ in politicse with the wviewpoints of thie
institution—and we, no doubt, differ -from it widely
in this respeot—the faot that the Sociecty has done &
great denl for the promotion of labour organisatioen,
oo~operative sooieties, rural reconstruction, boy soout
movement, education, social service and, last but not
1least, for the sake of the removal of the ourss of un-
touchability from this wunhappy land extorts the
unstinked admiration of one and all, It is, no doubt,
& fitting memorial to its distinguished founder and

LIBERAL OFFER OF CO-OPERATION.

O one who is seriously and genuinely interested
in the welfare of the country oan safford fo

minimise the signifiecancs of the statement

made by Pandit Hirday Nath Kungru, President of
the Indian Liberal Federation, at a meeting of the
Western India Liberal Association in Bombay, I§
oontains a oandid and authoritative expoaition of the
attitude of the Liberal Party in regard to the Reforms
Soheme snd in particular to the relationship of the
Party with other politioal organisations in the coun-
try. The Indian Libsrals are s muoh maligned body
of individuala, and in & world whera gratitude, public
as woll as private, is so rarely to be found, their
contribution to the evolution and progress of Indian
oonstitutional development has been only insigni-
fionntly aocknowledgad. We oannot say that, to a
cortain extent, the Liberals themselves ara not res-
ponsible for it, becanse by their consistent indiffer-
ence to undertake the primary obligation of a poli~
_ tical party of getting inte touch with and educatiag
the masses, they have sorely missed their vooation as
such, It inevitably follows that it is only when they
are able to shake their lethargy and organiss them.
gelves for effective politioal motion that they can
reconquer the- lost ground and regain the position in
Indian politics whioh 1s rightfully theirs, Pandit
Hirday Nath Kunzru is not unaware of this indispsn-
gable faotor, for in his apeech he regretted the luck of
-onthusiasm among the Liberals; and exboried them
to shake off their lethargy and devote more time to
the propagation of Liberal principles,

The fundamental need of the hour now, as much

we wish it many more years of sucoessful and useful
- career.—The Searchlight. '

The news that six new members have been
added to the Sorvants of India Society will gladden
the hearts of sinoere lovers of India. Sanatanists
notwithstanding, the Society has also decided to asso-
ciate women in its work, thus acknowledging the
value of the services that women have rendered in
notivitios that have been allied with the Society.
The Society was started in stormy daya and stood
unflinehingly for political aotion which was not
popular st the time or eince. Lesser men than the
gturdy patriots who form the Sooiety would have been
swept away by the strong ourrenta of the day, but
the amount of sound politiesl thought and literature
that the Society has given to the country is an index
of the firm basis upon which Gokhale planted his
followers, Evern more remarkable is the sooial work
of the Society. The result is that even those who
have differed widely from the political views of the
Society respeot its members and regard them with
affection. The sacrifices that the members have mada
will riever be known. Its financial difficulties do
not speak well of the publio spirit of men of wealth
in the land, A similar institution in the weet, during
twenty years of its existence, would have survived
storms and found donors who yalue research and
rorions stady of politics, May that day come soon
in Indis tool—The Guardian. |

as it has been at any time previously in the histofy
of the sountry, is unity among.the differsent political
organisstions; and Pandit Kungru has done well
though not exactly to define, at least to stafe in
general outline the Liberal Party’s policy in this
regard, There has besn g0 much talk of unity during
the last-ten years or more and so little genuine effork
to achiave it that to indulge in shibbaleths about it
naturally imparts to-the effort an air of unreality.
But it will be generally recognised that tha ostensibie
veturn of Congressmen to oconstitutional fields of
action by their decision to enter the Legislatures
affords a favourable atmosphera for launching upow
another determined attempt to explore the chances of
unity, The move, however, must, as Pandit Kunzra
said, come from Congressmen, who are apt to deride
all efforts in that direction made by other political
parties by » too conpoious feeling of theif own self-
importance. If Congress leaders, as representatives
of an important politieal organisation, genuinaiy feal
that unity in Indian political ranks is essential, it is
for them to move in the matter and secura the adhe-
rencs and co-operation of othar parliss, wbo may
have been willing alwaya to co-oparate but who have
been repelled by the haubour of the former., Wa hope,
therefors, that the offser made by Pandit Kunzru that
Liberals are willing to join hands wiiby other Na&-
tionalist parties in India for common ascfion will be
responded to in the spiri¢ in whioh it has been made.
There are just as many ohanoes of Congressmen in
their present chastened mood acoepting the sugges-
tion made, as therd are of their rejecting ft; in yme-
suanoe of their old polioy of treating with oontempk
every offer of aa-operation coming from others. We,
however, prefer to wait and sea~The Indian Nation.

L]
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The Bombay Provincial Co-operative Bank Ltd.

( Registered under the Co-operative Societies Act.)

4
4
Head Office: Apollo Street, Fort, BOMBAY. (Eranches: 28) ﬁ

Apex Bank of the €o-operative Movement in Bombay Presidency.
WORKING CAPITAL Exceeds Rs. 2,00,00,000

2 FIXED, CURRENT AND SAVINGS DEPOSITS ACCEPTED.
4
%
S;

Terms on Application.

ESTABLISHED 1911, E
b

ADVANCES made only to registered Co-operative Societies.
COLLECTION WORK undertaken at almost all important towns in the Bombay Presidency.

For further particulars write to Managing Director.

Money deposited with this Bank directly benefits the agriculturists and persons of small means. E
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The lndustrlal and Prudentlal Assurance Co., Ltd '¥°
The Premier Indian Life Office. b

"

GRS

Estd 1913,
Head Office — BOMBAY.
UP-TO-DATE BENEFITS. LOW PREMIUNMS,
BONUS:
Whole Life—Rs. 22-8-0 per Thousand per Year,
Endowment—,, 1800 per .=

For Agency apply to—Secretaries and Managers,
Industrial and Prudential Assurance Coy., Ltd.,
Esplanade Road, Fort, BOMBAY
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SUPREME FOR YEARS
SUPREME TO-DAY— :
QUALITY ALWAYS TELLS

Mysore Sandalwood Oil B. P. qualify, the finest in the world, is perfectly
blended and milled by a special process with [
the purest Ingredients to make.

“Jt's good through and through
to the thinnest wafer "

Avallable Everywhere,

:
| |
GOVERN N'ENT SOAP FACTORY, ;

BANGALORE.
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