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Topics of the d¥eeh,

The India BIlL

THE new Reforms Bill was published last week
and though its text is not yet available to the Indian
publio, it has been assured that the Bill does not
depart from the J. P. C. recommendations—a painful
assurancs, That assurance oarries with it the inti-
mation that the Indian public would do well not to
look for Dominion Status being ro much aa mentioned
anywhere in the Bill, For all this the people of India
oannot be said to bave been quite unprepared. The
omission is sought to be officially justified by some
such reasoning as this, The new legislation is
intended to taka the place of the existing Government
of India Actand will result in its repeal. Though with
the passage of the new Aot thepresent legislation will
be dead, its preamble is immortal so that responsible
government with Dominion Status, which is
authoritatively declared to be its eventual oulmina-
tlon, will continue to be the pole-star of Indian
policy, A statement on these lines will, it is stated,
be made on behalf of the Government in the course
of the Parliamentary disoussions on the Biil

L * -

IT is certain this will not at all meet Indian
wighes, for past experiencs shows that there is a
tendency to challenge the validity of such deolar-
ations. What India desires is that the statement
about the goal should be included in the statute
and it {s too muoh to expeot that its omission
‘from the Bill would be regarded by her as anything

administrators of India haviug a right to look upon
Dominion Status as the fulfilment of her political
asmbitions, there has been no lack in the past. Be
1t eaid to the oredit of the present Viceroy that he
takes every opportunity of giving expression to his
ambition to see this country an absolute equal of the
Dominions, though we now hear less of his ambition
to bethe first constitutional Governor-General of
India, But declarations such &s his are no better
than the expression of mere pious wishes, and are
from the practioal point of view of little value,
* ' *» *

THE London T¢mes whioh must be presumed t»
be in the know of things tries to justify the omission
by mentioning the dificulty of a precise definition
of Dominion Status, The difficulty is more apparent
than real. Whilst aspiring to Dominionhood, India
has set her heart on nothing less than complate
equality with the Dominfons, It passes our
comprehension why it should be impossible to make
this point olear somewhere in the proposed law.
If in spite of the passage of the Statute of Wesi-
minister Dominion Status ig so incapable of definition
as the T¥mes tries to make ouk, the purpose ecould
equally well be merved by the insorporation
in the Bill of an explicit statement that Indian
poliey must be so directed as to facilitate the atinin.
ment by India at a8 early a date as possible of a
status in no way inferior to that of 8 Dominion, We
are pompously assured that there has been no inten-
tion to depart by so much as a hair's-breadth from
the pledges given to India by the Sovereign and his
Viceroys and Ministers in the last decads. If s0, we
fail to appreoiste the universal official tendency to
treat the expression as if it wes something which
must not be allowed to contaminate one’s breath,

* * &

WE must explain once again, howaver, that the
mere mention of Dominfon Status in the Aot will
not satisfy India. It will remove but one of the
many grievances, What India wants more than the
definition of the final goal is the immediate taking of

pubstantial steps towards it. :
» » »

The Viceroy’s Speech.

THE Viceroy opened the ourrent session of the
Logislative Assembly on Thursday last with his
usual survey of Indian affairs, This would nol have
been complete without some reference to the oconsti-

but a danger aignal. Of declaratons by individual | tutions] problem In_the light of the J.P. C. report.
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In this respect public expectation was wmot dis-
appointed. Buf if soms people expected the Viceregal
address to furnish them with some hitherto undis-
covered argument in support of the official plea in
favour of the acesptanoce of the Report, it was conspi-
cuous by i*s absence in it. Indeed, nothing that he
-aaid on the subjeot need make anybody medify his
views about the Report. His Excellency naturally
spoke of the two foundations of the proposed schemae,
viz. provincial sutonomy and all-Indis federation
with his customary enthusiasm and wanted the
people of this country to be equally enthusiastic
about them—an appsal which in the absence of radi-
ool alterations in the scheme, of which there ssems to
be very meagre chance, is, we are afraid, likely 'to
£all on deaf ears,
* * L 2

OFFICIAL apologists of the scheme, obviously
speaking under a co.umon inspiration, usk people to
believe that the safeguards are not so many deductions
from power as is commonly supposed but a measure
of the advance intended. His Excellency the Viceroy
too did not let go the oceasion without repeating the
advice. With every desire to understand the official
view, the logie underlying this statement is difficult
to follow, It is argued that if the power proposad for
transfer had been ginall, all the safeguards with which
the J. P. C. soheme is riddled would have been un-
necessary. And after all what do they amount to?
They are, it is said, nothing more than precautionary
measures intended to carry us from one system of
government to another. To regard their existence as
“ an unreasonable or unfriendly aoct” would be, we
are warned, a narrow and prejudioed view, Despite
official protestations to the contrary, the Indian
public seems defermined to be perverse enough to
persist in taking the same narrow and prejudiced
view of the safeguards sgainst which Lord Willing-

-don sounded this note of warning.
»

* *

National Demonstration against J. P. C. Report.

I¥ purasuance of the Congress President’s appeal,
February Tth will witness tho national demonstration
against the report of the Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittea. The following resolution will be proposed
for aceeptance by public meetings orgenised for that
day:

" “Dhig public mesting condemzs the proposed constitu-
tional ohapbges as conceived in & spirit of imperialistie
domination and economic exploitation and disclosing no
jntention of transferring real power to the people of
India.

This meeting places on record its considersd opinion
that it prefers to continue to struggle for swaraj under
the present constitution, and oalls upon the popular re-
presentatives in the legislatures to reject the proposed
scheme.”

* *
A Snub to Government.

Mz. SARAT C. Bosg, brother of Mr. Subash Boss,
has been, as is well known, a State prisoner under
th> obsolete and antiquated Bengal Regulation of
1318 for nearly three years. He is neither allowed
an opportunity to prove his innocence ia a eourt of
law nor is he restored to liberty., A demand for
his relense has repeatedly gone forth from many
platforms and has received unanimous support from
t¢he Indian-owned press. But the Government has
systematicelly continued to defy publie opinion by
turning a deaf ear to all such appeals. Though in
oustody, Mr. Bose succeeded in securing his eleotion
to the Apsembly last November bui has been
prevented by the Government’s refussal to set him at
iiberty fronl representing his oanstitgants.

THE unfairness involved ia the Governwmnent's
action both personally to Mr. Bose and to those that
have perforoe to go unrepresented was ventilated in
the Assembly last week over & motion of adjourn-
ment, by passing whioh we are glad the Assembly
administered & well-deservedanub to the Government,
It is not our purpose o go into the question whether
the continued detention of Mr. Bose involved any
breach of privilege of the Assembly. We may be
prepared to grant the correotnesa of the position taken
by the Home and Law Members that membera of the
Legislative Assembly have no more rights than ordi-
nary citizens, Even so, Mr, Bose's detention appears -
to us perfectly unjustifiable, If the Government have
not enough evidence against him 80 as to be able to
prove his guilt, let them at least take the Assembly
into their confidence with regard to the charges they
have against Mr, Bose. Whatever the Government
may say, the public will- continus to look upon Mr.
Bose as innacent tili he is proved guilty, whether to
the satisfaction of a judicial tribunal or to a popular
one like the Assembly. To adopt neither couras is to
proolaim to the world Ehat the case, if any, which the
Government has agsinst him cannot stand the light
of public eritisism. The fact that the adjouranment
motion was carried in spite of the Independents
remaining neutral is a measure of the public indigna-
tion arouged by the conduct of Government in regard
to Mr.Bose and we hops the lesson of the dabate
will not be lost on them,

* * *

Is S. I. Society : Political or Social ?

IN our last issue was published the letter
addressed by our London eorrespondent to the Dasly
Telegraph with a view to removing that journal’s
misapprehension that the Servants of India Society
is a non-political body. Thelate Lord Sydenham too
laboured under a similar miegapprebension, to which
as 8 member of the Select Committee on the Montagn
Reforms Bill of 1319 he gaveexpression in thecourse
of his cross-examination of Mr. Sastri, the then
President of the Society. The following questions
and - answers that passed between the two will
show how much Mr. Sastri did to impress on his
Lordship the utter baselessness of such a belief.

1 took great interest in that (Servants of India)
Soojetyin its early days, and Mr. Gokhale assured me more
than onoe it would never become a pelitical body. Can it be
said it i a non-politieal body now?—I am.not aware that
at any time M¢. Gokhale intended it to be a non-political
hody.

He told me 80 more than once. Ts it a politioal or a
non-political body now P—Itis a political body. It wase
political body from its very inoception.

That is not what was explained to me. Now, you are
going to put in a Memaorandum of your viewa as %0
oonsaiends vlauses !~May I asy a word about that laat
puint? I was present when your Lordship visited the
Servants of India Society. Mr. Gokhale was there, and
I had the bonour of taking tea with you,

I remember ?—1I thivk at that time a conversation took
place which pointed to the faot that we were all studying
politieel questions and administrative questions with
a view to their being agitated. I remember discuasiog
with your Lordship at that time the repori of the Polios
{Public) Serviee Commission, which had recently been
issued. I remember discussing it with some particularity.

T quite understood the subject was being studied, bot
T also understood ocertainly that the Servauts of Indis
Society was never to ba made a political body?—Your
Lordship made a presant of aeveral hooks to the library. I
hope you went over the list of the library books, It wasa

strongly pelitioal library that we had,
» * -
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THE INVITATION DOES w~nor STAND,

HE resolution passed by the Chamber of Princes
defining the States' attitude towards federa-
tion and the speech made by His Highness the

Maharaja of Patiala in moving it are of erucial
importance in the settlement of this question.
The Princes, to judge from the Maharaja’s apeesh,
are still full of concern as to what might befall ther:
if they declded to enter the federation, There is hardly
sny important demand which they put forward which
the British Government has not accepted, and yet
thelr misgivings have not been allayed. There will
not be & uniform list of federal subjects for all the
Stutes ; anch State is to determine for itself for which
of these subjects it will join the federation, Still the
States are alarmed that the list from which they are
to choose is too long. They fear that it will in prac-
tics be difficult for individual States to shorten the
ligt for themselvea, Their complaint is that the list
containg some subjects, the propriety of the feders-
lisation of which was not previously discussed with
them. And if even all these subjects were cut out
and the list reduced to much smaller dimensions,
even then the fearn entertained by the Princes will
not be entirely quietened. What guarantee will
there be, they aek themselves, that the federation will
not encroach in course of time, as has happened in other
countries, on the sphere of authority reserved to the
governments of the federating unite? The jurisdiotion
of the Federal Court, acoording to the States, hag been
unduly widenad, but on this point their objection has
already besn met by the framers of the Constitution
Bill, who have assigned & narrower ambit to the
Federal Court'’s authority. But thia is only one of the
ways In which the powers of the federation have been
extended beyond the range which the Princes had
bargained for,

There are, moreover, certain  things which it
would be beyond the legitimate ssope of the Conati-
tution Bill o provide for, vis. the maintenanee of the
rights and privileges guaranteed to the Prinoes under
treaty. The Instrument of Instruotions to the Vice.
roy and the Treaties of Aocession alone oan provide
for this, and the Princes will scan thess Instruments
minutely befora they deoide to throw in their lot with
British India in & federal constitution, What they
are anxious to secure, we are told, is seonrity from
malioious attacke in British India agiinst their ad-
ministrations, The Princes’ Protection Aot gives them
- the seourity that they want. But they ave notsure
. that it will be ocorntinued In the new regime. It is
: true that when the Aot was pussed it was passed in
order Lo discharyge an obligation resulting from trea-
ties, but even ao it was bitterly opposed by British
* Indle, the latter not recking its moral obligations. An
Aot foreed upon the popular representatives of British
India by superior authority may be repealed under
responsible government, and the Princes require a
guarantee againet its possible repeal. It would ap-
pear that they have already beon promised patisfao-
tion on this score, as they will be given satisfaction
on every other score. It is said that the Instrument

of Instruciions will contain a provision requiring
the Govarnor-General to withhold kis consent from
any legisiation curtailing the protection which is due
to the rulers of States under treaty. But whatever
concessions be made to them, they appear to be ner-
vous, or Bt any rate affect to be nervous, about the
consequences which the federation will entail upon
them. Will their internal autonomy reslly remain
unaffected as the letter of the law provides, or will it
collapse under the perpstual pressure of thedemooracy
in British India? These and similar other doubts
still keep on eseailing their princely hearts,

All these fenrs are idle, Tha Princes will
themsolves be secure under federation and will
maks British power in India secure. Sir Kailas
Narayan Haksar has plainly stated that they need
not still be standing on the edge of the bank, but
that they may throw themselves into the federation
without further thought, for, he says, they have in
several respects obtained more safeguards than they
had asked for. We have no doubt that if the Princes
merely consulted their sectionsl intereste, they will
decide in favour of federation. The only question is
what their decision will be in view of determined
hostility of all seotions of British Indians to the
federal scheme. Viewed from this angle of vision,
their attitude seems at the moment to be entirely satis-
factory. For the resolution passed by the Chamber
emphasises that “ the inauguration and success of
federation will depend entirely on good-will and co-
oporation of all the parties coneerned,” and
in view of the declered opposition of the British
Indian people, not to federation in prineiple, buf

-to the federal scheme now before the country, it may

be hoped that the Princes may yet decide not to join
the kind of federation that has been proposed, The
Maharajs of Patisla put the point very clearly. The
extract is long, but his exmot words are worth
quoting. He sajd:

The ciroumstances under wbich sowme of us agreed to
oonsider a federal proposal, as providing a snitable acheme.
for oc-operation between British India and the States,
are indead well-known, It was not from any desire on:
our part to hinder British India in the realisation of its
legitimate aspirations but rather to help India in her
constitutional progress and palitical development, without
sacrificing our own sovereignty and internal auto-
nomy. But today responsible men in British India, men
who I know bear ne i1l will towarde the States, havo not
hesitated to say frankly that in the present schems of
things, Indian States have become a positive hindrance
rather than haelp to British India. I would not have taken
such an expression of views, from however eminent a
quarter, serioutly, but for the faot that it seems to be
widely held im all secticns of politieal opinien in British
India. And if that ie the view of men of moderation in
the country, it is a matter for your Highnesses seriovsly to
oosnsider whether we should put curselves in the pnraition
in whioh praetioally every important body of opinion
in British India considers us unwelcome partners, and
looka upon our entry into Federation with suspicfon
The beuneflts of a federal soheme to the Indian States ars
in any case not 85 overwhelming thas, whatever the opi.
nicn of British India, it would be in our interests to go in.
On the other hard, if, a8 it would seem, the invitation op
British India whioh we willingly acoepted does not stand,
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and the benefits to the Btates are not obvious, the FPrin-
ces for their part shonld be prepared to say, that while
they are willing, as they have alwayas been, to enter into
a federstion, they would be equally prepared to stand out
of a foderal scheme if British India is not anxious to have
it. In view of the acousation that is being levelled
against the States, I think it is necessary that our views
should be clearly and unequivooally stated on this issue,

Do lot us say bluntly that if the invitation went
from British India, as the Maharaja says, it no
longer stands. This is clear from the resolutions
pasged by the various political parties in the eountry.
The Congress will be organising meetings this day
woek all over India rejecting in terms the federal
proposal which the Princes are considering. The
Liberal Party at its annual Conference has plainly
stated that it does not want this proposal to be pro-
ceeded with and to be put through. If, indeed, as the
Princes profess, their entering into the federation is
dependent upon British India accepting it, they need
not tarry in intimating to His Majesty's Government
that it should consider the negotiations thaé have so
far proceeded as having fallen through, British
India has slready given the answer. Let the Princes
take it as finul and definitive. We are glad to find
that the Princes themselves, from their own point of
view, do not consider the advantages of federation to
be so great as to justify their drawing upon them-
galves the hostility of British Indis, and this hostility
will be very serious indeed, Only one point needs
to be stressed lest misunderstanding should arise. In
discarding the proposed constitution, British India
does not diseard federation as euch ; but it discards
the particular scheme with which alone we are now
concerned, It may be that under other circum-
stances British India will offer a new scheme of
foederation to the Prinoes, and the Princes will then
have the liberty either to accept or reject it, as may
at the time be desmad best in their interests, But
for the present British India itself does not entertain
the J. P. C. scheme and certainly does not want fhe
Prinoes to entertain it either, Uniled Bengal expre-
sses on this point the united wishes of the whole of
British Indis. Referring to the speech of His
Highness of Patiala, it says: “He has observed that
the Princes have no mind to become unwelcome
partners of the British Indian people. There is no
gainsaying the fach they will be positively unwel-
come if they enter the federation on the conditions
on which they have insisted and which have been
incorporated in the White Paper proposals and the
Report of the Joint Seleot Committee. Hia Highness
will do the British Indians a real service if he minds
their opposition and decides to keep out.”

RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT IN THE
J. P. C. REPORT:

HE establishment of responsible government was
enhunciated by the preamble of the Government
of India Aok, 1919, as the goal of Indian cons-

titutional progress., That Aot itself provided for
gubstantial steps to be immediately taken towards
the attainment of the prescribed goal, leaving to
future enactments the task of a completer fruition of

responsible government, The Report of the Joint
Parliasmentary Committee is the basis of the new
Constitution Aot which is now presented in the form
of = bill to the British Parliament. It is, therefore,
of speoial interest to analyse the views of the J. P, O,

on responsible government and its application to
India.

The J. P. C. assert that by directing the attention
of Indians towards the objeot lessons of British
congtitutional history and by aocustoming the
Indian student of government to express his political
ideas in the English language, it has favoured the
growth of a body of opinion inspired by two femiliar
British conceptions; that good government is not an
acceptable substitute for self-government, and that
the only form of seif-government worthy of the name
js government through Ministers responsible to an
elected logislature, Thers is & considerable amount
of truth in this view and one of the most far-reaching
advantages that India hasreaped from its association
with Great Britain is the early appreciation by its
educated olasses of fhe merits of self-government,

It is hardly fair or correct, however, to imply that
the Indians’ support of self-government, and

especially of its responsible form, is almost entirely
the result of British contaot and English education.
That these influences smoothened the way of political
eduoation in India is to be admitted, bat it must:
further be realizsed that a genuine Indian thought on
the subject of Indian government has emerged.
Swaraj—azell-government—is the very soul of fhe
Indian nationa} movement, which has within ita
borders all sections of nationalists ranging from the
educated, progressive and oapitalistic olasses to un-
lettered, orthodox and socialistic seotions. The
Indians’ demand for self-government cannot be treated
aa an exoliec and superimposed fact due toc extornal
influences alone.

Nor is it quite accurate to say that tha responsi-
bility for the growth of a strong feeling in favour of
the responsible type of self-government is due prin-
oipally fo the gemeral influence of the teaching of
British oonstitutional history and of the English
tongue, This issue was unsettled till the advent of
the Montford Reforms. In fact the Congress-Lea-
gue scheme which summarised the demands of politi-
cally minded Indians provided for a popular and
elective but not ‘ responsible * executive, But the

years following the Treaty of Versailles were
notable for Anglo-American insistence on the esta-

blishment of Parliamentary governments in the newer
demooracies, and the Indian reforms were not im-
mune from this influence. The then leadera of the
Congress had demurred to the principle of & removable
exeoutive and the irritation caused by their attitude in
Mr. Montagu’s mind has been recorded in his diary,
By a deliberate act of polioy on the part of the British
Parliament responsible government has been pres-
oribed as our counstitutional goal. We have already
travelled a stage towards it and have familiarised our-
gelves with ite working in this as in other ocountries.
If, therefore, we now prefer to keep on the same traock
till we progress sufficiently towards nationhood and
demoboracy we oannot be blamed as deriving our
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model too exclusively from the gxperience of one
country, namely England,
The J. P. C. take no notice of this fact and apeak
aa though India was demanding a form of govert-
mant, which the morg experienced British statesmen
think is unsuitable to India. It is these very British
statesmen who have imposed this form on India, and
pow the J. P. C. are oxaggerating the difficulties in
the way of its successful working with a view fo
retard further progress, The Committee assert that
rosponsible government is not an automatic devme
and that unwritten eonventions ptay a very impare
tant part in its working. Indian politioians and
students of government might be oredlted with the
knowledge of these facts, which the wriers of
British History have aken enough oare to empha-
pige, Itis stmnge indeed that having eulogieed the
importance of *unwritten * conventions the Com-
mittee should proeeeql to justify their recommenda-
tions that these so-oalled conventions should be reduc-
ed to ‘statutory provision." Flexibility is the soul of
convention, rigidity that of a provision of the statute,

It is here that even the Oanadian analegy that the
J. P. C. have pressed into service in support of their
safeguards fails to carry conviction, Under the
Canadian constitution the powers vested in the Gov-
ernor-General in Council are £o be construed as
referring to the Governor-General acting with the
advice of the King's privy touncil for Canads, which
means the Capadian ministry. The Constitution
does not provide for the Ministers being necessarily
members of the legislature. Thus though the res-
ponsibility of the Governor-Gieneral to the ministry
is provided for, that of the latter to the legislature is
not assured by the letter of the law. But the whole
woight of constitutional government is overwhelm-
ingly in favour of makingthe ministers in their turn
responsible to the legislature. The Canadisn experi-

ment which makes the Governor-Genersl the non-.

responsible mouthpiece of the Federal ministry cannot
relavantly be used as an analogy for supporting a
constitution which is noteworthy for the plenitude of
dlsoretionary powers that it vests in the Governors
and the Governor-General. If the Canadian model were
to be followed in India in all its essentinl details—
foderation, residusry powers with the centre and
constitutional use of the powers of the Governors
aqd the Governor—GeneraI—-nobcdy would be better
pleased than the Indmn progrossives,

The J. P, C. Report has Iaid cousiderable
emphasis on thd merits of evolutionary growth.
The replacement of the principle of direct election,
whioh now holds the field, by & schemse of indireot
reprosentation is the most flagrant violation of the
prinoiple of evolutionary growth. The refusal to have
all residuary powers vested In the oentral govern-
meant of the country as at present is another palpable
breach in the citadel of evolutionary principles
whioh the English value most. The sams is obviously
true with regard to the proposal to have second
chambers in the major proviness, Oaly thoss who
have deliberately shut their eyes to facts oan ¢laim
that the inshtutlon of second chambers in Indian

provinees is a natural growth of the inherent politiocal
tendencies prevalent in them.

The J.P.C. havo attempted o foew essays in the
field of governmental theoriea which only prove the
unwisdom of not having added trained talent to the
Committee, The executive, the Commilttee tell us,
cannot share its responsibility with the legislature,
If here the exeoutive means the Ministry, and furiher
by if sharing of responsibility is meant the pushing off
of blame or praise the Committee’s remark is justified.
But if it is contended. ag is obvioualy the implieation

. by context, tha.t the Governor and his ministers are

not under the control of the legislature in respect of
the pu‘f;o of tfleir Government then the Committee’s
statemen i‘s ut!:er]y untenable, No Item of executive
policy and action is outside the direct influence of the
Commons. In fact this is the characteristic feature
that distinguishes the responsible from the presiden~
tial form of demooratic government, It would be
truer to say that in & responsible government no exe-
outive ( ministry } will share its responsibility with
the nominal head (Governor, Governor-General or
King). The measure of responsibility contained
in the new constitution can be vory accurately asses-
sed by the extent towhich the Governors and the
Governor-General are expeoted by the letter and the
spirit of the law to abnegate themselves in favour of
their ministers.

Certain political factors have been indiecated by
the J. P. C. as essential for the sucoess of responsible
government, Familiarity with the principle of rule
by majorities, readiness of minorities to concur in
and loyslly abide by the decisions of the majority,
the organisation of well-knit parties based on pro~
grammes and the ex:atence of mobile public opinion
are the four requiremients stressed by the Committee.
That none of these exist in India and therefore pro~
gress towards responsible government is not to be
lightly thought of is their conclusion, Now both:
the preseription of requirements and its application
to India muet appear ocompletely falluoious
to any dlspasslonate and informed student.
The prmmple of majority rule is indeed at the
very rootof all demooracy; so also party govern=
ment is the unavoidable instrument of organised
governmenial action under a demooracy. But none
of these two requirements are in any way more in
demand under the parliamentary as dlstingmshed
from the premdentml form of demooratio organisation.

In deciding upon & progressive political
policy in India we start with the assumption that
what with the leavern eupplied by the educated
classes and what with the experience and traditions
of the peopls themselves there are enough grounds to
justify the introduction of & demooratio constitution..
There ocanbe no greater obstacle in the way of
responaible government than in the way of demo-
oracy, If the British Parliament feela that India is.
not fit for demooracy let them say eo openly, Perhaps
it is too late in the day mow even for the British
parliament to argue such a case and atill hold their
hends high before the bar of civiljsed opinion, Noth-
ing is goined by magnifying the slleged diffiulties
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in the way of responsible government, Traditionally,
ss well as by the experience secured during the last
twenty-five years, India has enough leadership and
political capacity to make a success of a demooratio
and responsible constitution., Such difficulties as
exist can only be removed by the praciice of
responsible government itself. Conventions of a
constitution esnnot be solidified into statutory provi-
gions imposed by an externsal power ; they must grow

out of the actual functioning of the government, The
whole bias of the J. P, C, scheme is towards over-
loading the constitution with quantitative and
qualitative restriotions on the competence of the
representatives of the people. Their scheme will not
make for demooracy, muoch less will it lead to the
establishment of respongible governmant.

D. G, XARVE.

NEGRO PROBLEM IN AMERIOA.

T have just finished reading a book on the Ameri-
I cen Negro. Itis a book called “Brown America’

by Edwin R. Embree, a white man, A few tit-bits

may not be wholly uninteresting to your readers, in
view of the contemplated visit to India of & delega-
tion of Negroes from this country.

In the first place, there are not many, if at aill,
“ pure ” Negroes in this country : most, if not-all, are
of mixed blood : mulattoes, like our Anglo-Indians,
Ouly they bhave the blood of three races in them :
white, Negro and American Indian. “Masters freely,
one might say habitually, cohabited with their slave
girls. Such relations have been common whersver
glavery has existed. In America in addition to the
usual cases, there was an economic moiive., Children
born of slave mothers became slaves, During the
esrly deoades of the nineteenth century, with the
need for more workers (in the cotton-growing indus-
try, which developed very rapidly sinece the inveun-
tion of the cotton-gin) and tbe increasing difficulty
of importation ( as the slave #r:de was forbidden by
international action) there was pressure for more
and mors glave children ", sc much so that slave-
breading, like cattle-breeding, became a great indus-
try itself |

The first consignment of slaves consisted of
twenty. They were landed in 1619, before the land-
ing of the Pilgrim Fathers in the Mayflower. It
appeare that Sir John Hawkins, “ one of the most
desperate man-hunters”™ get out in a ship named
“ Jesus ” (1) to snatch and win for England a part of
¢he profitable slave trade,

In the first two centuries, till about the bagin-
ning of 1800, the treatment of the slave tended to
improve, to become more humane as between a kind-
1y master and a willing slave. But when oofton-
growing became a great industry and its progress got
forced, the personal relations gave way to impersonal
and mechanical relations and the slave was merely &
dumb-driven machine to be prodded and goaded to
maximum work in order to swell the profits of the
owners, The Civil War in the aixties of the last
ocentury suddenly relemsed the slave; it gave him
personal freedom but no property or voeation to live
on or by. He was driven to wage-slavery, It was
something like cutting the leash which tethers a
bullock buf muzzling it; it may be free to roam about
but it cannot eat. Since his release, the American
Negro has been subjected to discrimination and dis-
abilities and driven from pillar to post. Neverthe-
iess, with all the handioaps, he has made progress
during the last sixty years which can only be des-
oribed as amaging. To give an instanos, illiteracy,
whioch amounted to 957, in 1865 has been reduced to
20% in 1930, They now run Universities, banks,
buainesses ; they are in the professions, in the realns
of art and literature,

It has been said that the American Negro is,
from the eugenic point of view, better than the white
or the pure Negro. Slave conditions killed out the

weak and the “unfit™ In transportation alone from
Africa to America in the days of slave traffic, only
one survived of every five captured! Then the hard-
ships of slave work weeded out more. Only the
strongest survived. The present gencration of Neg-
roe8 was derived from the unions of the most aristo-
cratio, “blue-blooded” white planters and owners and
the most intelligent, comely and bright Negro girls :
the select from both groups. They now forin about a
tenth of the whole population of tha United States :
some 12 inillions in about 120 millions. The majo-
rity of them are in the Southern States, the more
tropical part of the country.

The status of the Negroes in the Northern States
differs from that in the Southern States: there is no
social, eduoational or political segregation in the
North; there is in the South. In schools and colleges,
in bhotels and restaurants, in trams and trains, in
theatres, in all public places and services, there is mo
disorimination in the North. But in the South it is
complete and uncompromising, There the schools
and even colieges are duplicated, ( In South Africa
it is worse: they are quadrupled : white, Negro,
Asiatic and mixed.) Under the duplicate syatem the
Negro gets the worse of it. The discrimination and
prejudice against him is so great in the South that it
sometimes leads to comic, if they are not reslly so
tragic, sitnations. For instance, the Negro in the
South, whatever his attainments and status, may not
be addressed as “Mzr.” “When Booker Washington
( & world-famous Negro leader and the founder of the
Tuskeegee Institute for Negro education) was intro-
duoed on Southern platforms, he was calied professor,
doctor, president, principal, even on one occasion a
major—anything to avoid mister”, “In a recent
oase before & justice of the peace in Delaware, in
whick the parties were Negros, one spoke of the other
as “Mingter”, The Justice told him he mustn't do it,
When the Negro persisted, the judge fined him for
contempt.” “RonaldHayes (a famous Negro singer),
when he gave one of his first concerts in & fashion-
able club in Louisville, Kentuoky, had tosing from be-
hind & screen, lest it be thought a Negro was opanly
received in a gentlemen's club.” A white man may
not eat with a Negro under any ciroumséances : there
should at least be some pankti-bhedam : some distino-
tion in the seating arrangements. A whife man may
eat the food cooked by the Negro though. In this
respect our caste system was in one way more logical;
if A will not eat with B, he will not eat the food
cooked by B either.

The Southern white hes not only a prejudice
againat the Negro but he still nourishes antipathy to-
wards the Northern white because of tha Civil War
over the question of the abolition of slavery in the
United Siates. It is surprising to notics the inten-
sity of the bitterness which still lingers: it reminds
one of the Hindu-Muslim antipathies in Indis. The
Southern white feels himself grievously wronged by
the Northern white over the emancipation of the
slaves, The Southern white with the help of cheap
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Negro labour success{ully competed with the Northern
white employer who hed to employ dearer white
labour. “ We must remember that business, rather
than brotherly love, chiefly determined the Northern
point of view towards slavery.” * With the break-
down of tho slave system, whita workers were released
from the very real bondage in which they had been
held by slave competition. "

The Southern white's antipathy towards both
the Negro and the Northern White was greatly aggra-
vated by the fact thut for a deoade or so after the
Civil War, the Negroes ruled the Southern Btates,
while the whites were digfranchised as ‘‘ rebels” and
the “Enemy” in the Civil War | They “held the balanoe
of political power in the topsy-turvy South of the
post-bellnm days,” and with the exception of one State,
they “controlled, for a time, all the state governments”
in the South, The slave of yesterday changing places
with the master today!! BSBome retribution that;
some humiliation to the proud Southern white. Soon
after the Northern military control wes withdrawn,
the scals turned ; the wheel of faie turned and the
Negro was diseriminated againet with a vengeance.
He was disfranchised—nob directly, for that was
against the Constitution, but by all msnner of indirect
means. "The story is told of a Negro graduate of
Harvard who applied for registration ( as s voter ;
in Mis=sissipi. The offioial asked him to read in turn
the Bible, the Constitution, a Latin book, and & Greek
text all of which he did with fluency and ease. It
kappened that the registrar had a laundry slip with
some Chinese oharactars printed on it, Thrusting
the bill into the man's face, he demanded; "Now,
daggone ye, what dosa thal mean ? ” The Negro in-
apected it earefully and answered: “It means that you
white folks are not going to let me vote,”

The Negroes, when they were imported into this
sountry as slaves, were heathen, non-Christians, The
missionaries undertook to converk them to Christia-
nity, With them preaching went with teaching, espe-
cially to read the Bible. But then arose a dharma-
sandeham: a doubt regarding the proprieties. ''Embar-
rasgements arose in oarrying the gospel of brother-
17 love and of a common heaven to persons held in
chattel slavery ¥ Could a Christian be & slava ? The
question presumed that the elave wes a man, a
human being. But way that so sure a proposition ¥
An ingenious psrson hit upon the convineing
sopbistry whioh was hailed with delight and repeat-
ed widely, “Man is made in the image of (God”, he
oried,” and since God, as every one knows, is not a
Negro, it follows that the Negro is not a man, ™

But apparentfly this happy solution was nct con-
clusive and consoience pricked, Granting that the
Negro was a man, could he be held as & slave ?
“Preachers brought the Soriptures to the defence of
their slave-holding congregations. Noah’s ourse upon
the children of Ham resounded from a thousand pul-
pita...8t, Paul's command, “Servant, obey your
master,” was given added point as the learned
divines argued that the Greek word "doulos” used by
Paul, and usually translated “‘servant”, properiy
‘meant & parson held in service for life—a slave,”

Now to come back to the original question sfter
this diversion. Could a slave be a Christian? “The
. Chureh of England divines, thwarted by the old
BEnglish dootrine that Christians must be free, were
relieved by formal declarations of the Bishop of Lon-
don and the legislation of the Coloniai Assemblies,
ab:iogat,ing the law that & Christian eould not be held
8 slave,” '

Preaching is one thing and teaching quite
anot‘r_neg. Education may be dangerous. So it was
prohibited. In 1740 South Carolinamade it & orime,
punishable by a fine of £ 100, “to teach or oause to

be taught any slave or to employ one as a goribe in
any manner of writing whatever,” Another State
prohibited the education not only of the slave but of
the free Negro too and fined the teacher and ordered
“a publio whipping of the free persons of colour or
slave instrueted.” The situation in 1832 was des-
cribed by Henry Berry in the legislature of Virginia:
“We have, as far as possible, closed every avenue by
which light may enter their (slaves') minds, If we
could extinguish the espacity to mes the light, our
work would becomplete; they would then beon a
level with the beasts of the field and we shall be
safe. I am not certain that we would not do it, if
wo could find out the prooess—and that on the plea
of necessity,” 8Sbades of Manu; the great law-
giver| Manu’s more drastie prohibition of religious
eduoation to non-Brahmins may be an interpolation
and never historically proven. But the American
prohibitions of Negro education are apparently bis-
torical and not of the remote pre-historic past.

Happily things have changed considerably and
for the better. Considering the harsh background
and the present disabilities, it is nothing less than
marvellous, the progress that the Negroes have made.
What will they not achieve, given equal opportuni-
ties and speoial stimulus to make vp the Iag ?

The mosat significant and gratifying feature of
the history of the Negro in this conntry is the fact
that almost from the beginning there were somse
among the whites who disapproved of the social in-
justice to ths Negroes and at great risk to themselves
undertook to uplift them. It was natural for the op-
pressed to revolt against and repel the injustice and
uplift themselves, But for the whites, whosuffered not,
to voluntarily suffer for the gake of social justice, is
something worthy of the highest approbation and ap-
preciation, The Latin, French and Spanish Catholics
were from the beginning sympathetically disposed
towsards the education of the Negro slaves, Among -
the Anglo-Sazons, the Quakers were pioneers in the
matter., Asecarly as1789 the Quakera of Pennsyl-
vanias,—it was not a Southern slave-owning State
though,—organised a “Society for the Free Instruc-
tion of Orderly Blacks and Peopla of Colour.” The
missionaries bave oonsistenily and continuously
striven to give education to the Negroes, though un-
like the Catholic Liatins of Mexioco and South Ame-
rica, they did not go the length of assimilating the
Negroes and Whites. Notwithstending that the
emanocipation of the slaves had for ‘its chief motive
economic causes, there were & number of heroic men
and wormen who, from a sense of social justice and in
spite of much social ostracism and personal prive-
tion and danger, sought, and still seek, to uplifi the
Negro. All honour to them, They may have been
few and had no decisive influence in publio affairs,
All the more honour to them,

‘Was there a corresponding feature in the Hindu
system ? b is true that in very recent times, during
the last few decades, Hindus have undertaksn the
work of the uplift of the Harijane in India. And to-
day, thanks particularly to Mahatma Gandhi, there
is contrition smong many memberas of the higher
castes anl a desire to give gpeoial facilitics
to the Harijans in order to enable them the quicker to
progressand ocomae into line with the upper olasses,
The tendency in India is to frown upon the repres-
aions, to discourage them, to eliminate them as early
as possible and nwot to approve of them, to confirmn
them or forge more of them. It is only a question of
time for the full consummation to be resched, If
only there were a gimijlar tendenoy in this country
and in Afrioa | {

QGranting that the present tendency in India is
satisfactory, was it so during the past centuries?

——
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Were there political, social and economic disabilities
and discriminstions in Hindu India ? If so, did the
oppressed revolt against injustice:’? And were there
members from the other class, however few they may
be, who espoused the casuse of the oppressed and
strove, may be unsuccessfully, to rectify the wrongs
and establish soecial justice? Were most of our
ancienf reformers religious reformers rather than
gooial reformers ?
P. KODANDA RAO.

O Lowdon Fetler,

[1]

{ BY AIR MAIL.)

( From Cur Correspondent. )
London, 18th January.

INDIAN LIBERAIS AND THE RETORMS,

AST week there was a disposition in some
circles here, and noticeably in reactionary quar-
ters unfriendly to the Government, but not solely

there, to regard the speeches delivered and the reso-
Tutions passed at the recent Indian Liberal Feders-
tion Conference, at Poona, as amounting to an
indication that the Indian Liberals were about to
meke common cause with the Congress Party, and
to reject the reformas in the senmse of establishing
something in the nature of & boycott of them. 1t
had not been noticed, or it had been ignored, in
these unfriendly quarters, that the term * rejection
was a very elastié one, ranging in mesaning from s
vory strong dislike of and dissatisfaction with the
official constitutional proposais to & complete boycott
of them, associated with wrecking tactics,

Whilst in friendly circles here, the Indian
nationalist rejection against the Government's pro-
posals as adumbrated in the majority Report of the
Joint Sslect Committee was very well nnderstood,
appreciated, and to a large degree sympathised with
it bas always been held in British progressive circles,
first that the reform proposals themselves do contain
a perceptible improvement on the present counstitu-
tional position and secondly that it wouldbea cerdi-
nal error not te work them for what theyare worth, to
extraot the maximum velue from them, and to use
them in & constructive manner. for the purpose of
building up an effective demand for the more
-complete satisfaction of Indian aspirations, with the
minimum of delay. My friend, Mr, Frederick Grubb,
in his lneid article in the Hindu of the 13th Decem-
ber, though writing solely on his own behalf, brings
out this representative British viewpoint clearly
and emphatically. It has been underlined by the
Labour leaders without ambiguity.

MR, SASTRI EXPLAINS,

Certainly to the relief of many friends here who
foared that Indian Liberalism was about to eommit
it«elf to & programme of sterile obstruction and sullen
hostility, Mr. Sastri, in his important article in the
‘SERVANT OF INDIA, has made it clear that tbe Indian
Liberals have not propozed, and do not intend, to do
anything of the kind. Indeed, he gozs further appa-
rently and expresses doubts, seemingly well-founded,
p8 to whether the Congress Party will do so either,
Indeed, with the possibilities of wide and effective
‘political notion and the conquest of power under the
new constitution in the autonomous Provinoes, it
would have been strange to any student of human
nature to find that very wide-awake and shrewd
Party contenting iteelf with anything less than
taking the greatest advantage of whatever opportu-
Rities, by Parliamentary action, might be available

to it, for the purpose of pursuing the political edu.
cation of the country snd of acquiring merit for the
time when Congress poliocy had more fully matured,
the political life of the country had become morse
fully co-ordinated, and national unity had become
more completely organised, so that thie national
demand iad became armed with a forca aund power
that it does rot at present posscss, '

A FRIENDLY COMMENT.

In an editorial comment this week, the Spectator,
which is now under the distinguished editorship of
tbat good Liberal, Mr, Wilson Harris, comments as
follows onthe situation a8 revealed by Mr. Sastri’s
illuminating interpretation of the Indian Liberal
attitude t—-

“ The surprise oavsed by the Indian Liberals’ unquali-
fied condemnation of the Joint Selest Committes's Raport
is a little modified by Mr, Bastri’s artiolea in the BRRVANT
OF INDYA, in which he makes it clear (as Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapru has done eldswhers) that the Liberals havs no
intention of refusing %o work the mew Constitution,
According to Mr. SBastri, if the Liberal meeting st FPoona
had thought rejection practioable, it would have advised
it plainly. Allit did say was that it thought the new
order little or no improvement on the cld. It becomes
increasingly olear that the ahsenoe of any reference to
Dominion Status in the Selact Committee’s Report is the
cause of more discontent in India than aoything slse, and
very intelligibly so, for to drop the term at this time of
day, after it has passed into common usage with offiolal
endorssment, marks definite retrogresasion at the very
moment when it is being sought to convinoe Indians that
the new Conatitution means substantial progress, as, of
courss, it does, The mistake should still be repaired.”

BRITISH LIBERAL INTENTIONS,

In this conneection it is imporiant to note a very
significant passage in a spesch by Sir Archibald
Sinolair, one of the leaders of the Samueslite Liberal
Opposition, in Parjiament, at the National Liberal
Club on Wednesday last. He was disocussing the
attitude of the Liberal Parliamentary Party fowards
the problems with which Parliament would bs faced
during the coming session. Remarking that the chief
legislative task in the next session would bwthe [ndia
Bill, he said that Liberalism would not join the Socia-~
lists and the Diehards in opposition. Inthis'connection,
however, it is only right to say that, to the best of
my information, the Parliamentary Labour Party
has not made up its mind to vote againt the third
rending of the Bill. Indeed, at the moment of writing
the probabilities are strongly against this. Itis use-
ful to note the exact language of Sir Archibald
Sinclair's further reference to the India question.

" We shall reserve our right to move amendments on
such important matters as the clear declaration that
India’s constitutional evolation is expected to end in fall
Dominion Status and for a aystem of direot instead of
indireot election, as now proposed, for the Central Legis-
lature ; buot otherwise we shall give firm support to the
Government's policy.”

Tt is olear from this that the Liberal Opposition
has definitely reéjected Lord Crewe’s. contemptuous
reference to Dominion Status as * a cank phrase of
politics, ** How it ever occurred to an ex-Secretary of
Stata for India that this was & propsr phrase fo useto .
describe a political status that had been assured to
india upon Royal, Viceregal, Cabinet, and even
Parlismentary authority, passes comprehension in
the light of an understanding of its psyohological
consequenoes in India.

A POLITICAL FOREOCAST.
L.ady Layton, having broadcast last Friday on

the position of Indian women under the proposed
Constitution, and the views expressed thersom by
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‘the various women's orgnnisations, Mr. Andrews is
both to epesk at the lunch-hour meeting to be held at
Friends® Honse next Tuesday and slgo to broadeast on
Tuesdsy night on Indian national feeling on the
reforms scherme. By an unintended ooincidence, the
India Bill, coniaining upwards of four hundred
clauses is expocted to be issued the same day,and 1
beliove that copies are already on their way to India
by air, the firet time in history of the happening of
such an event, '

Whilat the Diehsrds are still muttering threats
of reprisals against what they regerd as the Govern-
ment’s unwarranted intention, whioch they resd into
8ir Bamuel Hoare's recent broandoast, to suppress
free debate on the Bill, it is very doubtful whether

they will in fact carry qut their threats, Though the |
Prime Minister, at a much-interrupted meeting in his |
eonstituenocy last night, denied the intention of the § ,

Government to force an election this yesr, neverthe.
less publie opinion fis already on gusrd as to the
possibilities of the political situation. Indesd, for
the Government it may not be so much & matter of
intention as of necessity to doso. Whether, how=
ever, there is or is not to be a Ganeral Eleotion this
year (andif so it could only be sbout the end of
November or early December), neither the Govern-
ment nor the Tory Diehard forces have any real in-
terest in disrupting the Tory Party in the faceof a
general election that must come sooner or 1ater. The
probability, therefore, is that the Government will
give reasonsble fasilities for a full debate upon the
main principles, and that ths various elements of the
Opposition may be generally satisfied therewith and
will not seek to delay the passage of the Bill. Indeed
there are many good reasons why they should not do
80, The country certainly would not tolerate dila-
tory tactics not so much because it is eager for the
early accomplishment of Indian constitutional re-
form, as becauss thereare so many domestic problems
of urgent and immediate importance that require the
early applioation of Parliamentary machinery for at
least their partial solution, Whilst it is true that
unemployment has decreased in considerable areas,
there are nevertheless many industries and many
arens that are to-day derelict. The country is insis-
tently demanding that prompt steps should be taken
to deal with these grave economie and social
problems.

THE Guardian AND INDIA.

As one might have expected from past history,
the Manchester Guardian whioh has recently devoted
oongiderable space to a correspondence setting forth
the various pledges and promises made relating to
Dominion Status and the consequences in India of
the omission of any reference thereto in the Raport,
has now extended its hospitality to & more detailed
oongideration of the Indian question, both editorially
and by means of speoial articles. Tbis week it has
had two leading articles on India, one analyasing the
position of the Prinoces in ralation to the Federation,

and the other appreciating Mahatma G'qndh*i’s acti-

. vities on behalf of village -reconstruction, whick

sppear for some perverde Teason to have aroused the
suspicions of the powers that be in India, who are
evidently inclined to regard him as a sort of King
Chsrles’s head, In addition, the -Guardian has in-
duced half & dogzen prominent and representative
Indians of different schools of political thought éo
give their viewpoint on the proposed reforms, and he
first two of these, appearing in yesterday'sand to-dey’s
issues, are by Mr. Sachchidananda Sinha and Mr, N
M. Joshi. Besides these there imto-day & special
arliole by Mra, Corbett Ashby, in which she gives per
experience in India safter her visit to the Indian
Women’s Conference at Karachi,

DR. MAUDE ROYDEN INTERVIEWED,

Upon her return here this week from India, Dr,
Maude Royden has got very quickly on to the job
of telling the British Press some of the things that
she observed and felt during her recent visit. She
spoke with enthusissm of the spirit of welcome and
friendliness with which she and Mrs. Corbatt Ashby
weore received, The livest issue throughout the
proceedings of the Conference was, ‘she emphasised,
the political issue. Both at Karachi and later at a
conference of women’s organisgations at Delhi, thers
was general sgreoment in condemning the Select
Committee's Report. The goneral opinion in India
on the Roport seemed to be one of profound dissatis-
faction. When guestioned if the Constitution would
bs worked, she said that what troubled her was that
it would be worked but by the wrong paopie. Asked if
Mrs, Corbett Ashby and she had advised acceptanes,
she replied that they had baen oareful not o advise,
for it wag India’s business and not theirs. She had
been much impressed by Dr. Stanley Jones’s com-
ments upon the matter and the manner of the Report
that “it was so typicslly British,” Questioned asto
whether Dominion Status would satisfy, Dr, Royden
said that she had the feeling that the situation had
already got beyond this: but she added that it must
bsborne in mind thather impressions’had been formed
a8 a result of the faot that while in India she had
moved mainly in the more advanced politiocal sircles,
Other points that she stressed inoluded the hold that
Mabatma Gandhi's new village work had got upon
the educated Indian women who were also very keen
upon its success, She said that it had reduced her
to despair fo hear this work described in official cir-
cles as an *“‘astute move™ on the part of the Mahatma.
She had agked him about this and he had answered
that in no senss was it m political move. Ancther
point upon whioh she had felt very strongly was the
fact that when peopla were proud to go to jail, or to
have gone to jail, we were reaching a very deliosie
situation. Finally, it was easy to see that Indian
opinion had been enraged because all the concessions
made irthe Report upon the White Paper proposal®
had been in favour of Great Britain and against
Indin.

GOKHALE’'S LIFE AND WORK.

The Right Hon'ble V. 8. Srintvasa Sastrs delivered a course of three extension lectures ai Bangalore
last week under the auspices of the Mysors University, dealing with the life and work of Gopal Krishna
Gokhals. The following report of the lectures is extracted from the Hindu, Mpr. Sastri said :

L

R, GOKHALE died 20 years ago. He was in
many ways the acoredited and true represent-

ative of the Indian side on most problems of
his day. But things had changed very muoh mince
indis lost Gokhale, New questions had come up

and old ones had either diminished im importance or
passed away from the political field. Ewmphasis and
importance had shifted so muoh, that to one who
lived in the past and still lived in the present, ]‘ika
himself, the change was something remarkable.' I%
was therefore somewhat of a rash undertaking on the
part of the speaker to try and make Gokhale live
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again, so that young men might understand with
sympathy his life and work,

EARLY INFLUENCES,

Born in 1866 in the Ratnagiri District of the
Bombay Presidency, of poor parents, Gokhale owad
much of his education to his elder hrother, After he
graduated, he knoocked at the doors of {he Engineer-
ing College. In those days, there was the prige
appointment. Gokhale found in the College men like
the late Karpur Srinivasa Rao, Not hopeful of got-
ting the prize appointment, (Gokhale turned his back
upon the College using some remarkable words.
“There are some devils here, with whom I cannof
compete,” Then he entered the Law College, but
here also he did not stay long, Gokhale then joinad
the noble band of educationists who had formed thein-
selvea into the Deccan Educstion Society. Some of
the finest products of the Bombay Presidency hailing
from the Deccan enrolled themselves as life~-members
of the Society. To that institution, Gokhale was
atitracted by éwo eminent men of the times, Mr.
Tilak of great fame and Prof. Agarkar. Until the
great Mr, Ranade came into his life, Prof., Agar:ar
might be gaid to have been the great mentor of
Gokhale. Mr. Ranade, whoss name deserved to be
retnembersd on many accounts, was one ofthe mast
remarkable men of his times. His social position
as a judge of the Bombay High Court was only a
very small part of the numerous activitiea to which
he gave himgelf. In the social, in the industrial and
in the political field, Mr. Ranade was an unrivalied
figure and he had, what few leaders possessed, the
rare gift of attracting young and promising men
and give to them that turn to their minds and hearts
which rendered them great instruments of public
welfare, Mr. Gokhale was attracted in that manner
by the great Mr. Ranade. He sat at the feet of his
master and learnt what stood him in good stead in
his eventful life, which he turned into such marvel-
lous account by his own genius.

ENTRY INTO POLITICS.

After reforring to Qokhale's tutorial work in tha
Fergusson College, Mr, Sastri said that under the in-
fluence of Mz, Ranade, Gokhale took to political work,
Ho began very early the editorship of the quarterly
journal of the great political body, the Sarvajanike
Sabha. Gokhale also contributed to the English
oolunns of a social service paper., In these ocapaci-
ties, he won euch distinetion that he was very early
given charge of the Provincial Conference. He next
became the Secretary of even the great National Con-
gress, Disaster overtook the Sarvajanika Sabha in
1886. This Sabha of which Ranade was the life and
soul became & sort of general body, to which all the
active, energetic and vivacious intellects of the times
were drawn. Some of these, however, wera not exactiy
pources of amity and peaceful work. One or two of
them gave trouble to both Ranade and Gokhale.
Ranade was not the man easily to yield. He struggled
very bard, but it beesme impossible. He founded the
Deccan Sabha, Gokhale and Ranade suffered a great
deal of inpult. So much was done in violasion of the
ordinary rules of decerray to oust Ranade from power.

Young Gokhale tock this so much to heart and
this afforded him ococasion for exhibiting in a some-
what striking manner one of the qualities—a disposi-
tion to take things somewhat too seriously, almost
tragically, one might say. Gokhsle had given of his
spara energy to the work of the Sarvajanika Sabha
snd when he found that he was abused and even
ousted, he poured out his grief in a letter to a great
friend of his, Mr. G. V. Joshi. Mr. Joshi played a
great part in moulding Gokhale's life. How much
Qokhale respected and venerated him and loved him,
would appear from one or two of his letters to Mr.

Joshi., Qokhale wrote to Mr. Joshi; * I am absolu~-
tely sick of the public life of Poona. I am anxious.
to be relieved of all publio responsibilities and lead

hereafter an entirely retired life.” To speak of retire- -
ment at the age of 30 would be to fling at faots.

Gokhale never retired. He retired only when he was

called away.

WORK WITH THE WELBY COMMISSION,

Mr, Sastri, proceeding, referrad to the great part
piayed by Mr. Gokhale irn the Welby Commission.
In 1896 was appointed the great Royal Commission
presided over by Lord Wealby, Its main purpose-
was to enquire into the conditions of Indian Finanes,
Special emphasis was laid in India upon the way in
which charges fell on Indian Revenues, It had long
been the contention of India, and the question bad.
not been ssttled even to the presant day to the satis-
faction of Indians, that the charges from the War
Office and other departments on the Indian finances.
were not proper, bub that thay should really fall on
the British Exchequer. Some great friends of India.
weore members of the Commission—S8ir William
Wedderburn and Dadhabhai Naoroji. This Commis-
sion was hailed in India, like all other Commisaions,
with the liveliest satisfaction, and they expected
great things io happen. Like most commissions,
howaever, it ended with a report. (Laughter). Besides-
G. Subreamania Aiyar, Surendrenath Banerjee and.
Wacha, the young Gokhale gave evidence before the
Commission, Befors the Commission, Gokhale out
the most attractive figure and of the evidence that
appeared from India, his was the best evidence,
Gokhale was the recipient of warm praise from many.
people, Sir William Wedderburn observed that
(okhale had rendered signal services to the country
and opined that his evidence was a most asterly.
expcsition of the views of an edneated Indisn refor-
mer. Gokhale, however, did not feel elated. He
thought that what praise he reczived was due to his
master. (Gokhale wrote in one of his letters to Mr.
Joshi: * All these high praises belong really to you
and to Rzao Saheb (Ranade) and not to me. And if
it has been bestowed on me, I lay it at your fest and
Rao Saheb’s as our ancient honoured Guru Dakshing,
My work has been mostly that of a ocoaduit pipe or
an Edison's gramophone. Pray, accept this expres-
sion of despest gratitude for the splendid sssistance
which vou so cordially and so chesrfully gave me
and which has enabled me to discharge eatisfactorily
a great National duty.” This letter showed Gokhale's
love and veneration for his masters and the way in
which he always and whole-heartedly acknowledged
his indebtedness to them. One marked feafure of
his oharacter was this feeling of veneration for hie
teacher. Mr. Wacha, in a letter to Mr. Joshi, obser-
ved that Mr. Gokhale had most splendidly come out
of the ordeal.

POONA PLAGUE INCIDENT.

“Life is not "all of one tenor,” confinued Mr.
Sastri. “At the moment of the greatest triumph, it
gometimes plesses Providence—doubtless for our
own good—to send us also humiliation and sorrow.
Mr, QGokhale was not long allowed to enjoy this fesl-
ing of satisfaction.,” While he was in England,
Gokhale received news from home about the ravages
of plague in Poona and the neighbourhood. Gokhale
was informed of the story prevalent at that time in
Poona that some soldiers who were appointed by the
Government in connection with plague relisf work,
had violated the modesty of two women end that ons
of them died a little later. Gokhale's sorrow knew
no bounds. He was introduced by Sir William Wead-
derburn and spoke to a small committee of the official
members of the House and after thsat, he gave an
interview to the representative of The Manchester
Guardian. Later on, he wrote in that paper aboub
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-¢his incident. This produced a tremendous sensa-
tion in England and in India. Enquiries were seb
-on foot and the Bombay Government oabled back to
say that the whole thing was a maievolent invention,
The whole anger of the community was turned on
- Gokhale, who had made public what was stigmatised
.a8 a falsehood, QGokhale went through Hell, Ha
and 8jr Wililiam Wedderbura and other friends were
the recipients of foul abuse, In the House itself,
sngry prolesis were raised., "It paiuas me,”" Mr. Sastri
-gaid, "to think that as it always happens in such
-pituations, the worst abuse did not come from the
European side, but from our own side. There was
then in the House, in addition to Dadabhai Naorofji,
another Indisn member, also of the ssme Pursi com-
munity—8ir Muncherii Bhownagari. Bhownagari
-aaid, “Glokhale has defiled the threshold of this glori-
oug ipstitution,” .

‘When Mr. Gokhale returned to India, he set on
- -foot some enquiry, Nothing was forthcoming. Like
& gentleman, he owned entire responsibility and he
would not hand over the names of his correspondents,
He was advised by friends that the only honourable
-oourse open o him was to tender an unqualified
-apology. It was a bitter pill to swallow., But Gokhale
rose equal to the oooasion and he apologised to the
Governor, Lord 8andhurst, the Plagna Commission
and to the soldiers concerned. That apology illus-
“tested in a striking manner some of the qualities of
Gokhale, He felt that the apology must be full, other
wise it would not give satisfaotion. The apology
must also be sincere and he felt that it must be such
88 was really calculated to wips off the maiter. In
his apology, Grokhale said:“In doing what I did, I felt
I wag discharging a most painful duty. My deepest
rogret is caused by the thought that I beoame the ins-
trument of adding anxiety to His Exocellenoy the
Governcr, I feel most keenly that I have been much
leas than just to their countrymen, the soldiers, etc I
once more tender my unqualified apology.” The
Governor did not reciprooate this sentiment, Lord
8andhurst would not even permit his lips to pro-
nounce the name of Gokhale,

THE AMRAOTI CONGRESS,

After some time, Gtokhale gathered his ourrent
onoe more. He attended the Indian National Con-
gress st Amraoti, Unfortunately, the delegates
who had come there, especially those from Bengal,

did not treat him properly. The speaker grieved.

to say that Gokhale was treatsd very shabbily. The
delegates wouild not allow Gokhale to figure as a
speaker on the platform. This inoident caused him
the greatest poasible anger. At the end of the session,
he was compelled to issue a statement to the press.
Gokbale had been blamed for it, beoause he allowed
himself to be dragged Into the presa onoce mare,
Many of his friends regretted that he wrote at all.
The ocoucluding part of the letter ocontained senti-
ments, which were worth reoalling and pondering
over. “Ihave nodoubt about the ultimate verdict
upon my eonduct, The day will come when it would
be generally recognised by my countrymen that this
most unfortunate inoident deserves to be thought of,
- as far as I am concerned, in sorrow and not in anger
and, in most trying ciroumstances, I have taken the
only course which was oonsistent with duty and
honour. Trials and troubles acoepted in the right
spirit only chasten and elevate, All that is neoes.
sary for me to do is to go on doing my duty, whether
it is sunshine or shade. Publie duties, undertaken at
tho bidding of no man, eannot be 1aid down at the
desire of any one. Whether one workson & higher
plane or a lower plane is & matter of comparatively
small importance. One is always glad of the appro-
bation by the publio of what one has done. It ja an
object of legitimate satisfaction; it 1s also more—it

is a source of strength and encouragement and more-

over in this country, it constitutes the only rewsrd-
in publio life. But it is not the highest purpose of

existenoce, nor nearly the higbest. If it comes—in-
the words of Herbert. Spencer—'well ; if not, well

als0, thoagh not so well.” ”

A Bengalee gontleman wrote a nice letter to Mr,
Gokhale, Mr. Gokhale wrote back to him saying, “I
have long since learnt to make my oonscience and
not popular appiausa the spriog of my seotion. The
best part in life is not in what we enjoy, but in what
weo endure,

ADVICE TO DISC{PLES.

Professor Gokhale was somewhat of an agnostic,
proceeded Mr. Sastri,- He did not keep hias belief fo
bimself. Once, it would appear, when there was a .
oondolence publio mesting held in memory of Char--
les Bradlaw, he delivered the prinoipal speech and
had the temerity to proelaim himself as an agnostio,.
It was commented upon at that time. Bui, under
the influence of Ranade, Gokhale seemed to have
changed his views. Nobody precisely knew the viewa
of Gokhale upon religion. Once, Gokhale told the
speaker that he (Rokhale) did not think it proper of
any person to spealk about the relations of the indivi~
dual to God and Nature. So far as the speaker was
awars, Gokhala felt during the whole of his life that.
he lived and functioned under the guidanoe of scme.
unseen power which he felt all about him,

In conclusion, Mr. 8astri referred to Mr. Gokha-
le's advics to his dioiples not to keep a diary. Part
of the activities of Government in those days was to
institute enquiries of all sorts into the conduet of
young men, espeoially of those who were members of
public bodies, In many prosecutions, diaries came
in handy. Strangely enough, the speaker had in his
possession a manuseript of Gokhale wherein he had.
noted down some of his ambitions. Gokhale had
writton : * By the graoe of Sree Gurz Datta, I will,,
humbly but firmly, endeavour to achieve or acquire
the following —first, I will practise Yoga; secondly
I will aoquire good knowledge of (a) history, ancient
and modern, (b) philosophy, (c) astronomy, ste., (3)
I will try to become a member of (a) the Bombay
Legislative Council, (b) the British Parliament and
(c) the Supreme Legislative Council, In all these
assemblies, I will try to do good to my country by
all means in my power”. Lastly, Gokhaloe wanted
to become a preacher of the highest philosophioal
religion and to teach thia religion to the whole world.
This letéer, the speaker observed, showed the way in
which Gokhale wanted to oleanse and purify hias
goul to the highest destiny.

*“ It will be best to leave him in this prayerful
mood, " observed Mr, Sastri at the conclusion of his
first leoture.

———

II.

GOEHALKE'S LEGISLATIVE WORK.

In the ocourse of hig second lecture Mr, Sastri
referred to the part played by Gokhals in the legisla-~
tares. Towards the end of 13899, a vacanoy ocourred
amongst the eleoted members of the Bombay Counsil,
Young Gokhale stood as a candidate and found that
he had an easy viectory, During the time that he
beld office in the Council, there were some measures of
importance upon which he expressed his views fully.
The subject upen which he made the most famous
speech of the session was the Land Alienation Bill,
which provoked very bitter controversy. That gawe
occasion to the famous soene in whioh 8ir Phiroze-
shah Mehta and three other non-official ocolleagues
after being defeated ona cartain amendment to whickh
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they attached the greatest importance, walked out of
the Council, anticipating by s long period the tactics
of the modern day (Lsughter), While Gokhale seem-
ed to have taken exception to this procedure in the
firat inetance, he also followed when he had deliver-
ed his speech and found that it found no more favour
than the speeches of others,

In 1901 the great Ranade passed away, amidst,
the lamentations of the whole of India. All the rest
of his life, Gokhala used to say that the world after
the death of Ranade did not seem to him the same it
was during his lifestime, Gokhale delivered a few
speeches on the life and work of Ranade. For many
yoars, it was expected that he would write his life
and publish it for the benefit of the country. A letter
which Gokhale wrote to a friend, a few months after
the death of Ranade, was well worth quoting, "I
have set my heart,” he wrote, “on publishing a study
of Mr. Rapade, with selections from his writings
and speeches, The work will no doubf take time,
but you may rest assured that if love, gratitude and
reverence oan aocomplish such = task, it will be
acoomplished.” It was a matter of universal regret
that this promise was not destined to be fulfilled.
There was no good life of Ranade at the present day.
None of Gokhale’s pupils, none of  thoss who learnt
of public affairs at his feet, continued the lecturer,
had yet written his life. He (the speaker) had been
blamad in some quarters for not writing the Iife of
Gokhale, He would plead guilty. He ( Mr. Sastri)
therefore owed special thanks to the University of
Mysors for allowing him to test, in a sort of prelimi-
nary way, his fitness for the great task. “The lectures
that I now deliver here may, God willing”, continu-
ed Mr, Sastri, “form the foundation, if not for a full-
blowrs biography, at least for another ocourse of
extended extension leotures, where I may treat ade.
quately the life and career of Gokhale,”

Mr, Sastri then referrsd to Mr. Gokhale’s work
in the Imperial Legislative Council. His work here
was of superlative value, His annual budget speeches
drew so much attention by their high quality, that
they were lisened fo with the greatest respect and
young men could still study them with great profit,
for they afforded such instruction, as a text-book
would, upoh the greatsubject of Indian Finance as
well as uponr topios of general administration. But
budget speeches were not Gokhale's only activity.
In every branch of work of the Imperial Legislative
Cl;.-unoil. he took his share and it was the lion's
share.

FOUNDING OF SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY.

In 1905, Gokhale founded the Servants of India
Society, continued Mr. Sastri, The primary objsot of
this Saoiety was to train a number of young man for
what might be oalled ‘ public work ' in social and
political matters.

The chief basis of this work was the five years'
preparation, for Mr, Gokhale fully believed that no one
was oompetent to be a servant of India, unless he had
prepared himself by hard discipline and study for the
task. He insisted begides that young men who sought
admission should be men not merely of character,
but of more than average ability, tested ia the ordi-
nary way by Indian Universities. Gokhale subjeoted
the members to seven vows of which the speaker would
maention only two. One was that they should regard,
as their own brother, every Indian, disregarding
every consideration of religion, sect or creed. They
were to work for the Indian nation as a whole and
not merely for any seot or community thereof. The
other vow that the epeaker proposed to mention was
more intereating, That was that they must not
engage in any personal quarrel. (Laughter.) “ Of
course, public quarrels could nob be avoided,” he con-

tinued. * They will find you, even if you do not find
them.” (Laughter.) This Servants of India Soociety
had branches in many parts of India and the speaker
hoped that people of mature yeara were aware of the
work performed by the membera in several fields of
national activity.

COMBATING EXTREMISM,

In 1907, immediately after the famous Dadabhai
Naoroji Congress in Caloutta, Gokhale undertook a
tour in Northern Indis, for the express purposs of
combating the spread of oertain dootrines which he
abhorred. For some years past, the counsels of the
Indian National Congress had been torn and national
work had been impeded by the growth of parties at
moral wvariance with each other, Dooctrines subver-
sive of order, unfavourable to the British connection,
threatening the very basis of constituted society
began to spread. Gokhale, aware of the immense
datger to national life, if these dootrines were
sllowed to reach their culmination, determined
to arrest these downward processes. This tour was
believed to have been eminently successful, Several
of the spseches that ha delivered were listened
to with the greatest interest and exercised a ¢alming
influence on the young mind. These speeches,re-
peated in several places, in the course of §wo or three-
months, were then regarded by the lovers of conti-
nuty in national life as smongst the very best servios
that Gokhale had rendered so far to the country.
But they brought him also a good deal of bitter attack
from the upholders of those doctrines, which he com-
bated. A great paper in Bengal, the Bande Mataram,
called in guestion his patriotism, his loyaléy to the
nation and his title to be regarded as a setvant
of the nation. The rancour of eriticism went so far
that there was a leading article eatitled * Exit Vibhi-
shans,” which startled the whole of India, meaning
thereby that Gokhale was s traitor to the cause of
the country. It was a tragedy that Gokhale ghould
recoive that opprobrious appesllation. In Lthose
days, political controversy went down and down in
standard, until even the career of omne, who had
proved again and sgain of the best quality, was not
saved from envenomed altacks.

THE MINTO-MORLEY REFORMS.

Mr. Sastri, proceeding, referred to the great and
remarkable part played by Gokhale in the insugara-
tion of the Minto-Morley Reforms. It was quite
difficult even at the present day to settle b.tween
Morley, and Minto, 8s to whioh of them made a better
conkribution to this work or deserved greater credit.
Morley being the able and asfute literary man that
he was, anticipated the verdict of posterity by pub-
lishing his recollections long before the Vicsroy
conld ever have thougut of it. As he published
only the letters that he had written, the impression
had been firmly established that his part in the work
of the founding of the new constituiion was the
greater, Sometimes afterwards, it occurred to people
{nterested in the great name of Minto, that something
ghould be done, if possible, to redrees the balance.
This task was entrusted to John Buohan. He was
not & thorough partisan and his book did not possess
the same literary value as John Morley's. No doubt
he put down certain matters correctly, showing that-
Lord Minto also from his gide really took a signi-
ficant part in the making of the new eonstitution.
But still the honours lay with the senior member of
the fraternity. Quite racently, a further atternpt had
been made from the sideof Lord Minto. The Countess.
of Minto had just published & book contairing ex-
tracts from the diaries and writings of Lord Minto,.
supplemented by passages from her owndiary. He
ocould not say that the book was interesting reading.
Bub the book contained certain passages, which
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made it clear, in° what ligat Lord Minto regarded
(Gokhnla, He was constrained to say that loose
" exiraots ware not quits favourable to the life and re-
putation of Gokkale. The speaker was by no means
. digoonoerted by this fact, He ocould prove that t]:e
Countess of Minto perhaps sufferod from the preju-
dices which had been implanted in her mind by some
-.of those obscure characters who gather round Simla
and Delhi, ( Laughter ). " It isextraordinary,” Mr,
Sastri said, “how our publio mon are completely mis-
judged by these pundits, They have their own
standards and sources of information, and although
they meet our public men, it takes a lot of their own
personsal testimony to oounteractthe information of
- these conveyers of truth, who belong to the C. L D.
{ Laughter ). They trust these people bebler than
they trust themselives.” ( Laughter ).
In the book of the Countess of Minto, oontinued
the speaker, there was a remarkable passage. In 1906
just after the accesaion of Minto to office, Their Royal
Highnesses the Prince of Wala and the Princess
were about to visit India. “'It soems—this is a faock
-discovered by the Countess—that there was an attempt
to boycott the visit on behalf of the public and some-
how or other, the chief agitator who was responsible
for this thraat was Grokhale,” Nobody, ia the world,
said Mr, Sastri, would believe this canard. But it
was solemnly put down in the book of the Countess |
It was weoll-known that in the Congross that was
held in 1903, under his own presidenoy, Gokhale was
responsible for passing the resolution welcoming the
visit of the Royal couple. For enybody to say thak
<Gokhale suddenly turned into an agitator was, to say
‘the least, a perversion of truth. The Diary racalled
the faot that Gokhale was understood to have told
the Private Seoretary to the Viceroy, undertaking to
stop the boyoott, (Laughter). Giokhsle never pretend-
ad to have such power. The speaker meantioned this
a8 an example to show in what way some of the most
-eminent men were regarded in the private minds of
the high potentates, Really, Mr, K. Natarajan, Editor,
of the Indian Social Reformer was perhaps justi-
fied in administering & serious warning to the
tenders of the people in India, that they should not
take at their face value tha praises that they received
at the hands of the powera that be, for all the time
‘they might be holding opinions somewhat derogatory
of the views they publicly avowed,

Continuing Mr, Sastri snid that from the letters
that were available, it was olear that John Morley
maintained throughout an attitdue of friendliness
and even high personal regard for Glokhale, which
never for a moment waverad, Gokhale's part in the
fashifoning of the reforms was regarded as very great
and meritorions, When Morley first enunoiated the
reforms in the House of Liords, one noble Lord after
another stood up snd oriticized $1e reforms ns almost
revolutionary in character and traoad their origin to
the malign influence of an astuta Hindu, who went
over from the Dasooan, John Morley defended him-
self with vigour, Ho said that it was his duty to
consult the ohlef reprasentatives of those whose for-
tunes would be affected for all times by these reforms,
Mr, Gokhale was mantioned by name and Morley
acknowledyged the advice and assistanoe that Gokhale
gave him. In this connection, Gokhale himsslf had
sald that though Morley had taken somse hint from
his paper, his suggestions were not all acoepted.

PROSECUTION OF TILAK.

Mr. Sastri then passed on to the pariod of the de«
portation of Lajpat Rai and the arrest and imprison-
ment of Tilak. In 1908 the Government of Bombay
found it necessary to proseocute Tilak and had him
sontenced to six years' imprisonment, The speaker
was present during the trisl in Bombay. He was

very muci struock with the great ability with which-
Tilak deferded himself and the herios stand he took. .
When the sentence waa pronounced, the speaker folt
that an undeserved fate had overtakenm Tilak, The
speaker and his colleague, Mr. Dravid, were anxious
that the full facts ehould be made known to Gokhale
end they wanted Gokhale to interview Morley to see
that in jail, Tilak received as lenient a punishment
a1 was possible. I still recall with the greatest
possible pain and humiliation, the slanderous state-
ment made in a certain saction of the public preas.
and widely balieved among the partisans of Tilaek.
‘They sseribed to Gokhale a most infamous part in
bringing about the prosecution. Week after week
arkicles appeared in the Press asserting that Gokhale
was primarily responsible for the adviece tendered to-
the Government against the liberty of Tilak and his.
followers. I will read to you extracis from a letter
——gnd you will be the first to hear it,—whioch will show
olearly how Qokhale felt over the affair. In a letter
to Mr. Patwardhan, he wrote: “As regards Tilak, I
have not the least doubt in my mind that after a little.
time, he will be treated with every consideration and
that next year, aftor the proposed reforms have been
inaugurated, if things ave quiet in India, he will be
brought back and set fres. You may rest sassured
that I will do everything that I pissibly can in the
matter, though I don't like: to say so, for it might be:
misunderstood by our extremist friends, I will fol-
low up the work, with personal appeals to S8ir George:
Clarke, for everything will naturally depend upon
the state of thingn in the counity and in the Bombay
Presidency in partioular, during the next few months,”
Another lettsr written by Sir George Clarke to Mr,
(Gokhale was next read to the audience by Mr, Sastri,
In this letter, Sir Gaorge Clarke stated : **I have notime
to write to you about recent events, as to whioch you
might not agree with me. I will only ask you to ba-
lieve that I detest arresting anyone, but that the ac.
tion taken was absolutely necessary, Had it been
postponed, serious trouble was insvitable and your
objects and mine would have been renderad more than

ever diffioult of attainment.”

. THE PRESS ACQT,

In conclueion, Mr. Sastri referred to the pass-
ing of the Indian Press Aot and the part played by
QGokhale to modify the original Bill, The attitude of
Gokhsale on this matter had brought a great deal of
adverss oriticism and the speaker took it as an jilustra-
tion of the difficulties which confronted a public man
who desired to play a prominent paret in the country’s
affairs, The Press Act in its original shape was an
exceedingly severe one. Mr. Sinha, the Indian mem-
ber of the Cabinet, refused to support this measure,
as it stood. The other members refused to permit
any alteration being made, The Government of
India, like Provinoial Goverumente, were somshow
or other, moat unwilling that they should seam to act
in deference to a public demand. It went againsg
their grain to yield to reasonable demands, (Hear,
hear) At the instanoe of Sinha, Sir Lawrence
Jenkins and Gokhale, three changes, very important
indeed, were made in the Bill. One of them was that
for the first time the interposing of courts of law was
provided for in the Bill.

III.
LoORD HARDINGE ON 8. AFRICAN SITUATION.

In the course of his third leoture, Mr, Sastri
narrated the chief eventa in the last years of (Gokha«
le's life, years orowded with important events. i The
first topic to whioch the speaker asked the attention of
hia hearers was that of South Afrioa. Indians in South
Afrioa gtill suffered from disabilitiea and hardships

*
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gimilar to those with whioch Mr. Gokhale had to deal,
though they were very severe at the time. Gokhale
had to pay a visit to South Africa himeself, towards
the olose of 1912, but as the promige that the Govern-
ment made to him was not kept at the proper time,
trouble broke out again, in & much more drastic
shape. So harrowing were tha tales that reached
India of the suffering of Indinns in South Afriea that
they formed the subject of bitter complaint in this
country. Lord Hardinge, the then Vicesroy, bappen-
ed to tour in the Madras Presidency. The Madras
Mahsajana Sabha presented him en address and the
speaker had the honour of reading it. Lord Hard-
inge, in his reply, made certain observations upon
the subject of South Africa, which had since become
historiec. The observations of Lord Hardinge wers
in themselves quite just and proper. But, the Viceroy
who was so rash as to make them was taken to task.
But be was brave, just and ohivalrous. He did not
mind the rebuke. “Reoently our eompatriots in
South Africa”, said Lord Hardinge, “have taken
raatters into their own hande by organising what
is onlled Passive Resistance to laws which they con-
gider unjust, an opinion which we, who wafch
their struggles from afar, oannot but share.
In this, they have the sympathy of India, deep
and burning, and not only of India, but of those, who
like myseif, though not Indians, have feslings of
sympathy for the people of this couniry. But the
most recent developments have taken a most severe
turn and we have seen the widest publicity given to
the aliegations that this movement of Pasgive Resis-
tance has been dealt with by measures which would
not for & moment be tolerated in any country that
oalls itself oivilised, If the South African Govern-
ment desire to justify themselves in the eyes of
India and the world, only one course is open to them
and that is of appointing s strict and impartial com-
mittee, upon which Indian interests shsli be fully
represented, to conduot a thorough and searching en-
quiry into the truth of these allegations. I have not
gesibated to press this view upon the Secretary of
tate.”

PASSIVE RESISTANCE CAMPAIGN.

Whon this promise was cabled to South Afries,
continued Mr. Sastri, one could easily imagine how
this was received by Indians there. Mahatma Gandhi
himself had no words in which to acknowledge the
sympathy and helpfulness of the Viceragal utterance.
The speaker even now remembered how gratefal
Gandhiji felt for the help that his followaers received
by this uttorance, in & moment of supreme crisis.
After a little while, things had gone still further and
the situation became very critical. The South African
Government appointed a Commission. Nobody of
Indian extraction was appointed to this Commission,
But it inojuded two notorious enemies of the Indian
community. Gandhi drew the attention of the South
African Government to the words of Lord Hardinge.
The modest request that at lens; friends of the Indian
community should be appointed was not given heed
to. In India itself, & request of that kind would
some time ago have met with a refusal, It was only
in recent years that Iridians had bagun both to claim
and to obtain representations on important commis-
sions of that kind. In South Africa, the Govern.
ment was stubborn and returned a negative answer.
Gandhi started another kind of Passive Resistanoce,
this time including women and children, Mr. Gandhi

went still further—he was no Mahatma then. Hoe
administered an oath to his followers, He bound

them by a solemn oath not to recognise this Com.
misslon. Lord Hardinge grew impstient at this step,
which he cailed ®sirange conduct. Oables passed
of the ubmost secrsoy betwesn Gokhale and Gandhi
on the one hand and Gokhale and Liord Hardinge on

the other. During this period, Gokhale suffered from
a complieation arising out of his fell malady—dia-
betes, The speaker well remembered how Gokhale
struggled very herd duriog this period. He had to
plead with Gandhi who was unyielding and with Lord
Hardinge, who was impatient. The scene was one of
the utmost pain. Gokhale used to say : “what a trial
for me. At onestage, he burst out saying ‘what
business has Gandhi to make a pledgo of this"." Bu¢
there was no use in arguing with the Mahatma over
the cable. Even if he were present, one could not
shake him, ( Laughter). The Mahatma oabled back
saying that he could bind his men only by a pledge
and that any help was welcome. But if no help came,
there was God above.

SURAT CONGRESS AND AFTER,

Proceeding, Mr. Sastri referred to Gokhale's
activities after the Surat Congress split. The conven-
tion was made at Aliahabad to the effect that at the
future sessions of the Congress, only those ecould
attend as delegates who had signed what was then
called the creed of the Congress. This was a serious
departure from the previous rule. Many people Felt
that this departure was a radical one and they would
rather remain outside the Congress. The Congress
became weaker and weaker and all over the counéry,
the feeling grew that something should bs done to-
bring back into the fold of the Congress those who
had stayed out of it, Gokhale felt that some-
thing should be done. For three years he Iaboured
hard, A compromise was arrvived at, but this fell
through, owing to certain misunderstandings.
Gokhale felt that Tilak and his followers were mnot
fully prepared for a reconciliation and so ha with-
drew his consent to the compromise and at the
Madras session in 1914, his withdrawal was made
known to the Subjects Committes., This led to a bitter
and acrimonious controversy, (Gokhale had not the
strength to defend himself in a public meeting. He
wrote to the Press. In these maetters, the speaker
would observe that the good rule, derived by ex-
perience of many many ocenturies, was, “least said,
soonest mended.” e, whe puf in his defence, think-
ibg thereby to silence his opponent, merely gave the
opponant ro many sepzrate charges for each sentence
that he wrote, so that the controversy went on widen-
ing and perhaps bringing spectators and others into
the street. ( Laughter ).

GOXKHALE'S POLITIOAL WILL AND TESTAMENT.

Mr. Sastri next referred to the fulfilment of a
request made by Lord Williogdon, who was then
Governor of Rombay, by Gokbale. When tha air was
filled with idess of a most revelutionary charscter, if
was folt that India, which had bornz en honourable
part in the Great War, should bas rewarded by some-
thing in the nature of an advance in the constitution.
Lord Willingdon, true Liberal that he is, felt that the
time had come for ths Government of their own
accord to do something in that direction. He sent for
Gokhale and asked him to put down on paper, what
Gokbale congidered would be the minimum which
would satisfy India, coming from the Government of
its own accord, This matter was to be kept very con-
fidential, At this point, Gokhale showed one of his
most marked characteristics, He said this was a tre-
mendous responsibility. He felt that in this great:
task, ho should have the baocking of the whole of India
and be therefore took Lord Willingdon’s consent to-
consult both Sir Pherozeshah Mehta and His Highnass
the Aga Khan, sames which would have ccourred to
anyone acquainted with Indian affairs, as two of the
greatest consequenoce in Indian politios. Goghale was.
then in his death bed. He summoned his courage and
made a penoil draft of the demands that he thought
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- should be fulfilled if Indis was to be kept contented
during the progress of the war and feel that sbe
had been properly treated. This -document had
been called Gokhale’s political will and testament.
It could not be really called by that name,
if they were to understand by it, & document
which contained what in Gokhsle’s view
wera the advances in political reform which the peo-
ple of India were entitled to and which they would
accept, if an agitation had to be started- in that
respect. This draft only represented what Gokhale
thought, if granted st once and with grace by
England, voluntarily, withont any word being said
in India, would keep Indin contented and happy.

No PROGRESS WITHOUT PEACE AND ORDER,

* Gokhale felt,"” continned Mr. Sastrl, “that the |

moral authority of Government was of superlative
importance. That indeed was the corner-stons of
the Indian eonstitution. Like Burke wof whom he
was a most devoted student, Gokhsle in his later
years began to think that peace and order were the
eBsential pre-raquisites of any progress here. He did

with for so Jong as we may vet look forward to, It
- is not fashionable now-a-days to say such things. It
' may offend modern political leaders. Ranade, Mehta-
 and Gokhale always used to say that in the conection
| between England and Indis politically, they saw the
kand not of a punishing God, but of wise and benefl.
cent Providence, This connsection was, therefore, to
them, more or less of & macred oharaoter and they
- would not have it, in times even of greatest pro-
' vooation, spoken of lightly, Curiously enough, marny
i things have happened since then whioh make even
the enunciation of such a doetrine in a publis
meeting a matter of some risk to the daring speaker.
But I must ask your indulgence, for I am really
' living in the past for the moment and I ask you also
| to share the life for just & moment.”

“The idea that the future of this country™, ha
eontinued, ¥ must be evolved and sought outside the
- British connection: was to Gokhale a matter of most
extreme unwisdom. It wans that new doctrine which.
"he went about in Northern India especially o combat
and if possible to weaken. Unfortunately, the British

 Government, like all Governments, eannot remain
' for a long time without making somsa desperate mis-
| tnke or another. As often as that happens, so often
are the foundations of the British Raj shaken, - The
- strength of the belief in this Providentinl ndjustment
i which Ranade and Gokhale had before them is no
longer so strong. But one cannet help: it. Time
. moves on. Fate is not quiescent. New times bring
new events. New waye are gset up and the vigorous

pot share the feeling of many other politicians of
Tepute, both in his day and to-day, who believe that
peace and order have been the ruin of this country.
They cry out in their anguish : ‘give us a little tur-
moil. Lef us have blood, if necossary, so thal we
may know how natiooal troubles and causes grow
In intensity mnd dow inthe end, the wisdom-—des-
perate it may be—available to the people themselves

out of their own knowledge comes to their aid and
national troubles are solved by national effort and
not by the superimposed authority or politjoal
wisdom of another pegple, who stand so aloof from
things Indian.’ 1 do not say there s nothing in
. ‘this point of view. There may be something. God
knovs, Ihave beon trained in Gokhale's school, I
boliove myself that this teaching was not his own

young people are determined, if things are not shapad:
acoording to their wishes, to fry conclusions of one
sort or anothers But the question arises, what would

| Gokhsle have done, if he were alive to-day ? I am

sure of one thing. Nothing would prevent him, not
even the threat of lynching, from talking still of the

i negessity of the British connection. He would fight

' for Bwaraj, To him, Swaraj meant the attainment by

mersly, He followed the teachings of his master
Ranade, Joshi, Mehta and others, They were all wise
and great men, who knew affairs, could really guide
the nation alongsafe and helpful lines, To peace

' India of & status politically equail fo that which the
" gelf-governing Dominions enjoy. No more. Not,
- outside, but within the ambit of the British sommon.
" wealth, How would he attajn this end ¥ By purely

and order, Gokhele attached the very gremtest im.
portance,”

How gincere and going to the very root must
have bzen his conviction, observed Mr. Sastri, about
peace and order, will be clear from a oconfidential
ocommunication from him to us, which stated how the
membera of the Bervants of India Society had t6 oon-
duot themselves, so 8s to ba the proper vehicles foy
this peace and order. He asked tham all to realise
that whatever the shortoomings of the bureauoracy
and however intolerable at €imes the insolence of
individual Englishmen, they alone atood in the
oountry for order and without continued order, no
real progress was possible for our people. This would
give them an idea of the way in which the followers
of Gokhale had to control their fealings and restrain
the!r modes of expressions : how the movements in
whioh they could join and take park were striotly
oiroumscribed, By their original understanding, and
he would say, statutes, the members of the Sooisty
. were preoluded from taking part in movements,
- whioh were subvorsive of law and order. '

THE BRITiSH CONNECTION.

“Some of you, inclined to be oritical,” proceeded
the speaker, “may say that Gokhale wrote that before
the Rowlatt Aot, the Amritsar tragady, the Khilafat
movement, eto., and would ssk me what Gokhals
would say if he were alive now. I have read the
Passaes from the communication in order to indi-
oate how, in his judgment, the British connection
with India was neosssary and could not be dispensed

oonstitutional methods,”
* A PRECEDENT IN HISTORY. "

“ This word brings in another element of politi-
ool dispute,* Mr. Sastri continued. “There has beeq
no pracise definitlon which a acientific student of
affairs would possess of this expression * constitu-
tional methods.” Qokhale’'s own definition, I had
ocoasior recently to quote in a political dispute,
1t inds acceptance even in Congress quarters. Cnri-
ously however, when this method of oconstitutional
agitation is presoribed by people like me, eritica turn
round and say ' tell us which c¢ountry has attained
freedom by atrictly constibutional methods’. “This
question was asked of Gokhale himsplf in Madras. 1
remembser very well the meekiing he addressed a
the maidan, opposite the Panchaiysppa College.
Towards the end, a paper was given to him and he
waa acked to snswer the same question. Gokhale
was quick with his answer. * May be” he said,
* no country has yet done so, Buf, why should not
India do so for the first time and stark a precedent
in history. The history of the world i3 no} at an end.
Many chapters have yeot to be written and India
snd England acting together forthe consummation
and fruition of India’s destiny may yet form a bright
and lustrous chapter.” Brave words | They come back
to me now.”

Proceeding, Mr. Sasiri observed :—" 1 read bhe

statement made some time ago by Mahatma Gandhi,” -
asking the very same question. Two thoughts ocour
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to me, I dare nof pit myself againstthe Mahatma in
political controversy. I do not like it at all. Is this
the time, when the National Congress has, by uni-
vergal consent, returned o the constibutional methad
of political procedure, when Gandhi who has, it
seems, actively blessed this refurn to constitutional
methods, to put this question? And then, is it
right, I ask, for the progenibtor for the first time in
the history of the political world of a new method of
peaceful political warfare,—the most powerful and
unparalleled peraonality that he is—is it right for him
to ask that the werdict of higtory should
be sought for +{his? It meems strange. But,
we must all remember that the origis that has
overtaken India at the present moment is such
that it stirs up the deepest depth of our hearts. It

asks us questions about those things for which for |

voars we have been given the foundation and thess
thomselves seem to be called in question. I do not
therefore wonder that even the Mahatma, clear-headed
a8 he is, should ocrasionslly confound his hearers
and followers with questions of this very radioal and
drastic nature.

How GOEHALE WOULD AQT?

Mr, Gandhi himself had often acknowledged
that Gokhale was his political guru. True, He
geemed to have now gone beyond this striet province
of his teaching. He might seck justifioation for this
departure in the events of which Gokhale had no
experience and perhaps no forethought. The reputa-
tion of Gokhale had sdvanoed, since his death, In
his time, while he was alive, the Glovernment had
perhaps some suspicion now and then of his exset
tendencies, but now fthey had none. His political
critics often attacked him for his very timid doctrines,
for absolutely conservative views, for programmes
which were feeble and anaemio in the extreme, But
what did they say now ? It was indesd extraordinary
that they all went back to him and the speaker was
often asked by people belonging to the Congress,
whether Gokhale would act if he were alive, as the
speaker was acting now. He did not know, Speculation
of that kind were very misleading and in any way
unprofitable, They had, however, only to refer to
Gokhale’s writings and speeches, and his own ex-
ample, to find out what he would have done It appe-
sred to the speaker, and he would like to acknow-
ledge in all ‘humility, that the members of the
Society were keeping clossly to the lines that Gok-
hale would have approved, Not only was there much
interesting speoulation as to what Gokhale might
have done, but people often made comparisons. Com-
parisons might seem attractive to the speculative
and dreamy mind. In practice they yielded no results,

In conclusion, Mr. Sastri said that he had really
performed s task, which had giver him the greatest
poesible satiefsction. He marvelled at the way in
which he had been able to stand the strain all these
three days. They had a belief that when a dutiful
son performed the obsequies of his father or mother,
the very sacredness and weight of the task kept him
strong and healthy. Might be, the magnitude of the
task that he had performed had kept him also in full
vigour both in body and in mind. His profound
thanks were dus to ail those present to hear his
Tectures,

@orvespondence.

INDIAN FEDERATION—A QUERRY.

To THE EDITOR CF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

" 81R,—The Right Honourable Srinivasa Sastri is-

reported to have wused the following words in his
address to the Liberal Federation which met at
Poona in X'mas week :

“ The Prinoes approached us of their own acocord and
said ! federation will be incowplete without us,’ It was
they who made the offer to enter Federation in order fo
make things comfortable to themselves, We accepled it as
it seemed o be an inexcrable condition of central responsi=
bility,”

Mr, and Mrs, G.D. H. Dole in their new book
“ A GUIDE To MODERN PoOLITICS” ( Gollancz ) 1934,
page 307, write:

“The ides of an all-India Federation inoluding the
Native States was brought forward for immediate adoption
from the British side, because the British Goveroment
heped to be able to use the Indian Princes as a loyalist
ccunterpoise at the céntre againat the Nationalists. ”

Who was really responsible for this ourious
monster of Federation? Did British Indian
politicians want it? Did the Indian Princes want it
spontaneously ¥ Or was it all a got-up thing by the
British Government to keep things afloat ? Will the
persons who are in a position to know explain the
real story ¢ Yours, eto.

8. V. AYYAR.

Daoca, January 19.

MUSLIMS AND J. P. C. REPORT.

The Council of the Muslim League at its meeting
held last week at Delhi passed the followtng resolution
about the J. P. C, Report:

“The All-India Muslim League Council have
given their most careful and earnest consideration to
the Joint Parliamentary Committee report, and are
of the opinion that the constitutional proposals em-
bodied therein are more reactionary than the White
Paper proposals, which were considered by Council
on April 1, 1934,

COMMTUNAL SETTLEMENT.

“The Council reiterate their opinion that they
acoept the Communal Award, so far as it goes, until
a substitute is agreed upon by the various commu-
nities concerned, and on that basis they express their
readiness again to co-operate with any community or
party a view to securing such future constitution for
India as would satisfy the people ™
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