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@opirs of the a¥ech,

J. P. C. Report in Bihar Council,

THE Joint Select Committee Report was the sub«
jeot of a lengthy debate in the Bihar and Orisea
 leglslative sounoil. During the two months the report
has been before the country, so much has been said
and written about It that hardly any points can be
said to be left oui which such a debate could be
expected to throw up. But the debate was noteworthy
as providing & measure of the resentment caused
throughout the land by the absence of any mention
of Dominion Status in the report, nearly every non-
offioial speaker making a pointed referenoe to the
omission, On another point too there appeared to be
substantial agreement among non-official members,
‘Will the new reforms take us backward or forward ¢
It seemed to be generally felt that, in the name of a
forward move, the scheme soreened a good deal of
retrogrespion and that it was better on the whole to
continue working the present constitution than acoept
and work the new one willingly. As s matter of faot
an amendment embodying this view was duly moved
but was not voted upon, the Council passing a com-
promise resclution acceptable to all sectiona of
opinion.

» * *

THOUGH this says nothing about the acceptabi~
lity or otherwige of the J. P, Q. scheme it oondemns

it in no uncertain terms. It characterises it as "highly
unestisfactory and inadequate” and ohallenges the
neoessity of the safeguards. Moreover, a distinet
warning is given to the British Government that
unless substantially modified, the scheme would not
be likely “to evoke goodwill in its working on the
part of the people of this country.” The inevitable
reference to the omission on the part of the Committes
to mention Dominion Status followed, ending with a
request to the looal Government to press for its in-

corporation in the Constitution Bill.

* L ] »

WHATEVER one may think of the resolution,
the point for conaideration is whether such a debate
was likely fo result in any practical good. Itis
olear from the Bihar legislature’s resolution that.
what it presses for is not amendments of s minor
nature but modifications of substance inthe J. P, C
scheme, JIs thers even a sporting chance of gecur-.
ing these ? The policy that the British Government
was expected to follow had been made clear by Mr,
Nevilla Chamberlain, the Chancsllor of the Exche-
quer, speaking soon after the J. P. C. report was
published. He plainly warned all concerned againak
expecting any substantial alterations in the acheme,
Our London correspondent too who has exceptional
opportunities of finding out the official view on
such matters tried to impress the same ‘point on the
minds of our readers a few weeks ago. If thera
i little ochance of the scheme undergoing any sub-
stantial modification, one fails to ses any tangible
gain from such debates which must be said to be con-
duocted In an airof unreality.

 J * *

Independence Day. :

AMONG the matters considered by the Congress
Working Committee at its meetings held last week
at Delhi was the question of the ocelebration of the
Independence Day which is the 26th of this month.
Thanks to the official ban on such celebration and the
Congress polioy of ¢ivil disobedience which waes in
force so long, its observance has in the past been
attended by arrests and lathi charges in some cases,
Now however the situation is completely changed by
the Cangress having virtually forsworn civil disobe-
dience—a fact which {s apparently writ large on
the instructions issued by the Committee in regard to
the celebration, 'Whereas formerly a clash with the
powers that be was to be courted, it is hereafier to be
avoided by every possible means. Thus the Come



34

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ JANUARY 24, i985.

mittee's instructions comprise an express prohibition
against the breach by Congresamen of any law or
ordinance or official order inthe matter of the obser-
vanoce of the Ingependencg Day.

THE possibility of Independence Day mestings
being prohibited by the authorities too was not absent
from the mind of the Committee, In such cases, con-
gistently with the present Congress policy of obeying
laws, the proposed meetings are to be "abandoned,
Not that the affected area is to go without an Inde-
pendence day meeting. Its place will be taken by
meetings held in every house at which the resolution
framed by the Committee will be passed. The re-
- polution reafirme complete independence as the
Congress goal and pledges Congressmen and others
to push on the constructive programme as a means of
facilitating its attainment. It is slao worthy of note
that even hartals have been definitely prohibited by
the Committee, The country will heave asigh of
relief that the instructions issued by the Working
Committee do not contemplate any disturbance in
the present peaceful conditions of 1ife.

* * *

Congress and King's Silver Jubilee,

ANOTHER matter which engaged the Committoe’s
attention related to the silver jubilee celebration of
the King's reign which falls due about the middle
of the year. Alter the manner in whioh the civil
discbedience movement was repressed by the Govern-
ment daring the 1ast five years the Congress could of
course not be expected to be particularly friendly to
such a celebration. Erven so, its attitude might have
been less censorious if the Government had respond-
ed really handeomely to the public demsnd for a
political advance. This however is very far from
being the cage. In the oircumstances one ia not sure
if the Congress could reasonably be expected to do
more than advise abstention from funotions arraﬁgeé
ih econnection with the ovelebration. This its resclu-
tion on the subject ernjoins upon Congressmen and
members of eleoted bodies. A similar course seems
to have been recommended by it in regard to official
functions of a social nature as well, a visible demon-
stration of whioh was to be found in the absenco of
Congressmen from Syed Raza Ali's party in honour
of the Viceroy last week.

* * *

Lord Brabourne on the Reforms.

A DEFENCE of the J, P. C, schems of reforms
was attempted by Lord Brabourne, Governor of
Bombsay, in his speech at the Bombay Rotary Club
dinner last week, He sot out to prove that the propos-
ad reforms constituted an advance on the present state
of things and that the safeguards did not make the
gsoheme unworkable, as was stated in -some quarbers,
In support of his first contention he pointed to the
additional departments marked out for transfer to
ministerial control. That under the new regime the
whole of the provincial administration would be in
charge of ministers sounds imposing to uusophis-
tioated eats. The real point however is: in the ma-
nagement of provinoial affairs whose voice will be

supreme—the Governor's or minister's? Will
the latter have at least as satisfaotory oonstitu-
tional means of asserting his will as are open to him
at present? Or oan the Governor, if he is mo
minded, ignore the existence of the minister or for
that matter of the whole ministry in the name of his
special responsibilities and carry on the administra-
tion ? We wish Lord Brabourne had examined the
position from this point of view.
* * *»

Do the safeguards make the scheme unwork-

able ? They do,in the sense that nobody worth his

salt will be enthusiastic in ita working. It is never
suggested by anybody that because of the existenoce
of safeguards the future Governors would find it
difficult to secure the services of any ministers,
This would be & miracle in & vast country like Indis.
That however cannot be understood to mean that the
paople of this country are willing to work the
scheme. If the soheme had been fashioned in a
manner to secure their approbation, their co-operation
would have been more whole-hearted. As it is, no.’
body with any acquaintance with politioal thought
in India can pretend that the'J, P. C, scheme

'hag the backing.of publie opinion behind it.
: * * »

Excise in Bihar & Orissa.

IT is a sad phenomenon that while most provin-
cial Governments are committed to prohibition as the
goal of their excise policy, prohibition seems to be
receding farther and farther into the background,
When in the earlier years of the Montagu-Chel maford
regime the memory of this gosl was still fresh in
their mind, the tone of excise reports used at any rate
to be npologetic in ease consumption showed an up-
ward tendency. Things however seem now to be
completely changed. The declaration of the goal has
bacoma so sncient that excise officiala need to be
reminded of its existence, If there is inoreased con-
sumption, they no longer feel oalled upon to apologise
for it or to explain it away. They seam to look upon
it as 8 matter of course. It must in fairness ba ad-
mitted that inoreased. consumption is nof directly
encoursged by them ; buf it follows from their efforts
to swell revenue. It is strange that this state of

affairs does not cause them any the least concern.
* * +*

THE excise report of Bihar and Orissa for 1933~
34 may be cited as a typioeal instance of this state of
the bureaucratiec mind. It is found that the exoise
rovenua there increased by ahouf Rs. 2 lakhs, If the
added revenue had not led to added eonsumption,
there would not be much ocause to regret the pheno-
menon. But in this case the increased income resuli-
od from inoreased consumption, That people drank
mora swadeshi liquor instead of foreign wines, as in
this casse, can only be a matter of eold comfort to
prohibjtionists, The incidence of excise revenue per
head naturally went up by one pie fo five annas and
a quarter, True it is lower bthan in some other pro-
vinoes; but. it seams to us that such comparisons are
beside the point. -What matters is whether consump-
tion is decreasing or inoreasing. The fnorease, if any,
must set excise officials athinking as to the suitabla
means to oheck it, if they have any regard for the
goal of prohibition. It is this however which appears
to be generally at a discount af the present time, and
to which pointed attention neseds to be drawn. For the
rest the report does not seem to oontain anything
whick oalls for %peoiul gttsntion.
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“HE WHO SEEKS EQUITY MUST DO EQUITY".

HE Libsral Party has pagsed s resolution declin-
ing the proffered eonstitution with thanks, It
asks for nothing more than to be saved from

this constitution, It does not perhaps expect that
India will be so saved ; perhaps it feels that the con-
stitution will be imposed upon the counéry in despite
of the weight of unanimous opposition from all
progressive parties in the country. '

But whatever the Government may do or may
not de, the Liberal Party itself is estopped by its
very resolution from doing certain things whioh it
may be said {0 have counienanced, or at any rate nat
put ita foot down upon, in the past. Certain propo-
gals have been made purporting to force a federation
upon those who have either expresaed their opposition
to it or who, it was feared, would oppose it if ‘they
were given the chance, If the Liberal Party wishes
the British Government to desist from ocoereion, so
must the Party iteelf in all its dealings with othera,

It will be recalled that at the Round Table
Conferences Brilish Indian leaders have always
ingisted that the next instaluent of reforme must not
be limited to provineial autonomy, but that it must
comprehend a large measure of central responsibility;
that botht must be introduced simultaneously,oralmost
simultaneously ; and that if a long period of time in
found necessary for bringing the central respongibi-
lity part of the oonstitution into operation, the esta-
blishment of provinocial autonomy should be deferred
till then rather than allow central responsibility to be
separated from it by a lengthy interval. '

To the extent that this objection to provineial
autonomy unaccompanied by ocentral responsibility
was founded on the fear lest, if the former is introdu-
ced at first and the latter left to follow at an unspeoi-
fled date later, central responsibility would never
oome, one would endorse it. A petty reform, as Mr.
Bastri observed In Lis artiole week before last, often
proves the enemy of big reform, and politiofans have
frequently to refuse toaccept a smaller gift for tactioal
reasons, not beoause the gift itself is undesirabls, but
because it stands in the way of a larger gift coming
quickly afterwards., A question, when once partislly
settled, becomes extremely diffioult to reopen shartly
thereafter, and it is found best on many :ocoasions to
leave the whole question undecided rather than acospt
a fragmentary solution.

But it was not on this ground slone thst insi-
stence was placed by British Indian politicians on
osntral responsibility being conferred at the same
time as provinoisl autonomy. Another ground wasg
the fear that if provinoial autonomy oame first, free-
ing the provineces from the effsotive conirol of the

- Central Government, some of ths provinoes, parfion-
larly those in whioh the Msahomedans are in a
majority, might declare themselves against an all-
India federation, and that an all-India foderation
would thus become impossible on the British India
side, aparl from the difficultien that have to be
enoountered on the other side. And if an all-India
federation hecame . imposgible, these ‘politioians

bslieved, just like British politicianas, that central
responsibility would be wholly unattainable. In
order therefore that the door to central responsibility
be not closed, it was dasired that an all-India federa-
tion should beoome an accomplished fact before the
provinoces obtained freedom to expresa an opinion of
their own us to its desirability or otherwise. The
provinces must somehow be forced into an all-India
federation, these politicians said in effect; let provin-
oial autonomy be therefore withheld till federation
comes about and central responsibility is reached
through its avenue, . ‘

Now it must be clearly stated that this reasoning
wae nob put forward by any membar of the Liberal
Party ; only Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru is on record as
having puat it forward. Sir Tei, when he used this
argument, had gone out of the Liberal fold, and no
responsibility abtaches to the Libsral Party for what
he said as an Independent, But, in the public mind,
the distinction between him and the Liberal Party is
not too olear; it is blurred. For this zreason it is
necassary for the Pariy to be particularly carsful in
dissociating itself from a statement which urges, by
implieation, the imposition of an all-India federation
upon all the provinoces in India, The Liberal Party
hes never lent support to Sir Tej Bahadur's view.

Indeed, one of its criticisma against the Simon
Commission’s Report was that, although entry into
an all-India federation was left to the option of each
individual State, the Repori recommended that the.
future constitution of British Indiabe cast in such a’
form as to make it easily capable of being organised
on a federal basis, The Liberal Party was not opposed
to federation, but it took exception, and rightly, to a
unilateral arrangement whereby faderation would be
foroed on British India, but would be left to the ehoisa
of the States either to accept or rejeoct if. It insisted
even at thaf early stage that accession to federation
should be voluntary as much for British India as for
the States.

A Party whioh took this line on the Simon Com-
mission’s Report is not likely, direotly or indirsotly,
to endorse a plea for postponing provineial sufonomy
with the object of deliberately depriving the provin-

‘ves of - the power of saying “no” to an ali-India

foderation. It may plead with the provinces and try

‘to eonvinoce them how federation, if of the right type,

is essential to India’s national unity, But it will in
the last resort make the realisation of such federation
dependent upon the willing oonsent of the people in
British India. It carn be no party toa procsss of -
compelling them to mccept it. How can it? What

moral right will it have to complain against the im-
position by the British Government of an unwantsd
oconstitution upon the country if it will urge, or even
aoquiesoce in, the imposition of an all-India federation

upon the provinoes ?

The Liberal Party’s record is olean in this Tespect,
but in another respeot it might have taken a stronger
line than it actually did, Al] the negotiations at the
Round Table Conferenoces in regard to federakion
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were conducted with the rulers of Indian States, their
subjects being rigorcusly excluded from these Con-
ferenced. For this the Liberal Party is of course not
at all to blame. But when it was found later that the
States’ people were against the foderal scheme evolved
at the Conferences, it was the duty of the Liberal
Party to make clear that it would not eonsent to the
scheme being foroed upon them even as it would noé
consent to the scheme being forced upon British
Indians. It ought at least to hava pressed for ascer-
taining the wishes of the people in the States in that
behalf,

It cannot say : * This is not our concern. If ¢he
will of the States’ people is being disregarded in this
matter, the responsibility for the defiance of popular
wishes does not attach to us, It attaches to the British
Government and the Indian Princes. We have a hard
enough job already on our hands in protecting our
own interesks. We cannot afford to add to the diff-
oulties that exist at present by making ourselves the
champions of all the oppressed peoples in the world.
They must look after themselves,” This is rot only a
short-sighted view of the question. It is distinetly
immoral, It is not as if the Liberal Party is asked
to go to the succour of a people in distress with whom
the British Indian people are unconnected. Tt is not
an act of altruism and philanthropy which is asked
of the Party. The Party, if it agrees to the federal
scheine, would agree to something which involves the
coercion of the States’ people, and it cannot escape
parb of the responsibility for such cocercion. It is
true that now it does nof agree to the federal soheme
and is consequently absolved from ail rssponsibility.
But it would have tremendously enhanced its moral
prestige if it had from the start made iis own acoep-
tance of federation oonditional upon the consent of
all parties concerned and would have immensely
strengthened its plea with the British QGovernment
for not saddling the Indian people with a constitution
which they do not want,

Why is it, for instance, that the Protestants and
Jows all over the oivilised world are protesting
againgt the restrictions put upon the Roman Catholic
Chureh in Mexico? How is it their affair? The
anawer is, obviously, as it has been so forcibly put by

a journal of religion, and a Protestant journsl at that,
as followa:

Wherever raligious libetty is denied or the fresdom of
the ohurch—or of any ohurch—js destroyed by subordi
nation to governmental policy, aninjury is done to human
rights. Against such an injury free men everywhers
ought to raies their voices in protest, whether they be
members of this or that church or of no church, whether
the injuty be done in their own country or in some osher
country. Nations are too olose neighbours to permita
political boundary to be s barrier to either sympathy of
indignation; and men are too truly knit together in
brotherhood, in spite of difforancen of race and oreed, to
leave any justification for indifforonce when the rights of
their common humanity are attaocked.

Now, suppose that the Roman Catholic Church was
being deprived of its freedom in order to confer
special privileges upon the Protestants and Jews.
Then it would clearly be the duty of the Protestants
and Jows to reject with scorn and indignation the
privileges offered to them at the expense of the free-
dom of their Roman Catholie brethren. Similarly,
British Indians, if they value solf-determination for
themselves, must refuse to accept a coustitution which
involves denial of gelf-determination to others, and
on this ground alone, even if thore ba no other ground
for such refusal. Fortunately for them, they have to
take this course merely on grounds of self-interest, but
what an acocession of moral power they would have
derived if they had shown themselves from the begin-
ning to be ag regardful of the intereats of the States’
people as of their own!

It is necessary fo state that in this matter the
Liberal Party is in no worse o0ase than the other
parties. No politioal party in British India has shown
much oconcern at the imposition upon the States’
people of & constitution which they have rejected,
But it is to be hoped that when the aim of all political
parties at the present time is to save themeselves
from an unwanted constitution, they will not be
tempted, at a favourable turn in their fortunes
in future, to be parties in imposing a constitution
which they want upon others who do not want if.
They must be prepared to say with Walt Whitman :
“ For every atom belonging to me, as good belongs
to you.”

WIHAT SHOULD THE PRINCES DO ?
THE OFFER MADE TO THEM OF FEDERATION IS NOW WITHDRAWN.

HE Chamber of Princes, which at this writing is
in session in Delhi, will consider the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee’s Report, but will not

reach a final decision as to the desirability or other-
wise of entering into a federation, not only before the
Congtitution Bill is published, but before the Con-
gtitution Act is passed. But we may know provi-
sionally whether the favourable opinion which the
rulers of the States formed of the White Paper pro-
poaals i now confirmed or shaken by the recommen-
dations of the J. P, C. The general view seems to be
that, upon the whole, the J. P, C, Report conatitubes
an advance upon the White Paper. Locked at from
the narrow point of view of their immediate self-

interent, this view can find muoh justification. Their
strength will be centred chiefly in the upper chamber
of the federal legislature. Its size has not been re-
duced, as at one time it was feared, which would not
only have made it difficult for them to adjust satis-
faotorily all the claims of the Statss for individual
representation, but would have left them in a rela-
tively weaker position in the joint sessions to be held
in all cases of dispute batween the two houses. The
Council of State will, under the J. P, C. schems,
enjoy wider financial powers than under the White
Paper scheme, and from the Princes’ point of view it
is an improvement. The additional restrictions upon
popular power recommended by the J. P. C. relate to
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British India alone; they do not relate to the Statea.
And on this ground some spokesmen of the States
urge that the States need not decry the J. P. O, Report
as British Indian politiclans are doing, Sir Kailas
Narain Haksar, for instanoce, in an article contributed
by him to the ourrent number of the Indian Review,
takes this view, After referring to the abandonment
of direct election for the Assembly and the super-
impogition of upper houses in several provinces as
the ohief reactionary changea suggested by the J. P.
C., be pays: “Wkatever objections British Indis may
have to the present proposals, the States—the nece-
ssary complement of federation—ocan have nonse
beyond those that they had to the White Paper.”

But this is an entirely wrong line to take., The
States may disinterest themselves in matters conoerns
ing British Indian provinoes, but they cannct and
must not disinterest themselves in provisions con-
cerning federation, although the provisions may
relate to British India alone.. The creation of second
chambers in provinees is not & matter whioh the
States need worry very much about, but the subatitu-
tion of indireot for direot election to the Assembly in
British India is a matter of whioh they have to take
serious note, For it affects the compositlon of the
House of Assembly, which is as muoh the States’ as
British India's Assembly. The States insist that they
can onter into s feleration only if the federal
Government is a responsible government, and what-
ever militates against responaibility militates agains$
their entry into the federation. They cannot therefore
remain indifferent to such matters, even If they
relate to British India. Indirect election of the type
propoged In the J, P, 0. Report certainly makes the
Assembly’s responsibility very shadowy, and for this
reason the Btates muat protest against it even as
British Indian politicians find it necessary to protest
against the nomination of the States’ representatives
by the Princes, The additional safegusrds again,
which the J. P. 0. Report recommends, . g., the crea«
tion of a new special responsibility for the Governor-
General giving him power to pravent the lovying of
what he may choose to look upon as penal tariffs on
the United Kingdom imports into India, are restri-
otions on the power of the whole federal Govern-
ment, and not only on the Britisk Indis part of it.
How oan the States affect to treat them with uncon-
corn? Whatever the Princes may do, we hope that
they will sternly refuse to follow the very unwise
advice tendered to them by Col. Haksar.

What again happens to the Princes’ stipulation
that their joining the federation is conditioned by
effective responsibility being oonferred upon the
federal Government? Already British politiciana
are indulging in jibes, not without reason, at the
Princes’ continuing to view the federal scheme with
favour, though it is riddled through and through
with reservations and restrictions. “ I thought it was
& veory funny thing,” said Mr. Winston Churchill
in the House of Commons, * that these autooratio
Prinoes ... 1nsisted that there must be responsibi-
lity." British politioiana are reluctant to believe that
this stipulation was aeriously meant, and if the

 further than this.

Princes oan acoept the J. P, C. scheme as conceding
real tesponsibility, no one in British India will
believe either that the stipulation was sericusly
meant. Do the Prinoes claim either that the acheme
gives effective responsibility immediately or will
lead to it soon? Surely, they oannot if they are true
to themselves, The Princes’ stipulation really went
They not only laid down the
oondition that what they regarded as real responsible

- government ghould be granted at the Centre, but that

what waa generally regarded in the politioal oircles in
British India as real responsible government should
be granted. Only the other day Sir Manubhai Mehta
explained the position of the Indian Princes thus:—
“ A resolution adopted by the Ohamber of Indian
Princes in March 1932, had also promised that she scheme
of federation to which they would be prepared to accede
could only be a federation that provided for real
rasponsibility at the Centrs and was found generally
gatisfactory and acoeptable to ths country as providing
soch responsibility Bt the Centre, The Prinoces wonld,
therefory, naturally awais the well-oonsidered verdiot of
their countrymen ‘whether the scheme of governance now
offerad did oontain the seeds of such effective responsi-
bility." ‘
The deciding factor was thus to be not their own
opinion alone, but that of the Indian people as a
whole. Do the Princes believe then, like British
politicians, that the resolutions of non-acceptance or
rejection passed by the Congress, the Liberal Party,
the Nationalist Party, the Responsivist Party and
several Mahomedan organisations do not represent
the country’s considered verdiot, but that the opinions
of extreme communalists, champions of vested in-
tarests and official propagandists 1ike Lord Brabourne
do? They surely will not say so, and therefors,
like all the progressives in the country, they too must
come down definitely on the side of non-acceptancs.
There is one more consideration which must be
brought to the notice of the Princes. They have been
saying that the offer of federation came from British
India, and that they have only been considering
whether they should accept the offer and if so0, on
what terms, This version of the start of negotia-
tions has been challenged, but it must be conceded
that, whatever may have happened behind the acenes,
the official records of the negotiations show that the
initiative in regard to federation did come from British
India, a8 the Princes olaim, Be it so. But if the
offer originated with British India, it is now clear
that British India has sinoe withdrawn it. The Bri-
tish Indian leaders originally thought that a federal
scheme could be hammered out which would give
reasonable satisfaction to the political aspiratione of
both the provinces and the States and they therefore
proposed a soheme and worked on it for some time,
Bus they have now found that the form which it has
ultimately taken is objsctionable from many points
of view. They do not want the Princes to consider
the scheme in this form. The Princes have there-
fore now no proposal for federation submitted to
them, and for this reason alone they muat say tothe
British Government, if the latter persists with the
sohems, that, the original offer being withdrawn by
those who made it, they must refuse to take any fur-

(4
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ther part in the discussion of the scheme, and that at
any rate they can never accept it. The British Gov-
ernment would naturally like the Princes to pull
tbe chestnuts out of the fire for it, but they must not
let themselves 'be sxploited in this manner, If they
do, the ill-will which the forcing of the mew consti-
tution mupon British Indie will inevitably :creabe
among British Indians against His Majesty’s Govern-
ment will be partially turped against the rulers of
Indian States. Tt would be well if the Stetes careful.
1y weighed the consequences that would flow from
such a policy and take a desision accordingly.

- P ————

Bowlou Detter,

(BY AIR MAIL.)
( From Our Correspondent. )
London, 11th Jaguary,
DOMINION STATUS,

TO-DAY'S Speclator strongly supports Indian
netionalist criticism agsint the omission of sil
referance to Doiminion Status from the Mujority

Report as the goal of British policy in Indis, It
remarlks -

“ The text of the Government of India Bill will be avail-
ablein a few days now and it istobe hoped very much
that in its preamble or somewhers else it will frankly and
openly admit the justios of the plaim’'of India t¢ Domi-
nion Status. Cousjderable harm has besn done ip India
by the Archbishop of Canterbury’s speech in the House
of Lords debate, in which he sought to banish that parti-
cular term {rom the present and impending discussions,
That might be defensible if the term had been used in
relation to India for the firat time a month or two monthas
ago. Actually it represents s goal to which the eyes.of
India have been deliberately turned by public men in this
country for the last dozen years or more, Mr, Churohill
in 1921 looked forward to the assumption by India of
Dominloa Status, The King himself, in inauguratiog the
present regime in India, looked forward to the day when
Beitish India would attain ‘its due place among onr
Dominions.! The present Prime Minister in 1928, Lord
Irwin, as Viceroy, in 1929, Mr. Baldwin in the House of
Commone in the same year, Lord Willingdon in 1933,
all made use either of the actual words ‘Dominion
Status' or some such phrase as equality of status with
other Dominions. Sir Stanley Reed, in an articls from
Bombay which appears on a later page of this issue,
shows how grave an obstacle to good understanding the
taoit or open rejeotion of the olaim to Dominion Status
has become in India. Having gone so far the Governmant
has ueither justice nor loglo on its side in gtopping short
of the frank acknowledgment of Dominion Status as the
goal.”

Tt is interesting to note that the Caleutta Corres-
pondent of the Observer emphasises the same point,
and he adds: “India is brooding over the Archbishop
of Canterbury's and Lord Crewe’s depreciatory re-
ferences to Dominion Status, which now prove to
bhave been more unfortunate than all the * Dighard
oratory in both Houges."”
REFORMS NOTES.

Sir Samuel Hoare had a oonsultation this week
with the Prime Minister, on the latter's return from
Lossiemouth, Presumably the subject of discussion
betweon the two was the final form to be givento the
reform proposals as expressed in the Bill in which
they will be incorporated. Though the Dishards will

undoubtedly attack the main features o the Bill, with
gpecific amendments, and notwitbstanding My,
Winston Churchill'sroar of rage at the prospect of
curtailment of discuasion which Sir Samuel req ested
them to consider in his broadeast en New Year's day,
it is not expecied that there will be any perverse
attempt to blook tha progress of the Bill through its
various stages, To do so would be to fly in the face
of publio opinion, which pxpects, firat that the mino-
rities in the country will take note of the heavy
Parliamsntary majoritien against them slready se-
cured on the principles of the Bill, and secondly that
the Government ‘will make a firm effort to prooeed as
rapidly as possible with the constructive programmse
with which they claim to wish to tackle the problem -
of domestic and industrial reform. In order, there-
fore, thet the stage may be cleared for an appesl to
the country that may come any time after the end of
this yvear's summer holidays, it Is not considered
likely that the Disharde will be unduly obstryoctive
or the Government unnecessarily provcoative,

The National TUniversity Labour Federation
Conference has been held this week at Ilkliey, where
Mr. H.N. Brailseford roundly condemned the new con-
stitutional proposals for India as “a complete sham",
He added : *“ At present the Government of India
rests upon nothing but nuked force. Woe sonquered
Tndis s hundrod mud fifty years ago and wo have been
conquering it ever since,” If that is & correct report
of Mr. Brailsford’s wiews, it s quite clear that the
history of Indo-British relations ducring the last
century and a half is suscaptible of more than one
interpretation. On the general question of the re-

orms ‘he was supported by Mr. Jack Jones, who
went out to India with the British Universities De-
bating Team, last year, and Mr, V. Krishna Menon,

Lord Lymington,  to the joy of the Datly Mail,
has completely supported Major Courtanld’s state-
ment of the position which he put into the mouth of
the Viceroy during the Commons debate on the
Report, 1ast month, an& which the Viceroy eategorio-
ally denied. .

The Morning Post editorially describes the pro-
posed Constitution for India as “ the Banias' Raj”
and quotes Major Atilee in its support. Incidentally if
drage in the Mahatma to ifa aid by deseribing him as
8 money-lender by caste and & lawyer by profession.
The paper might at least have gone a step further

. and deseribed him as an agrioulturist and o weaver

by occupation, &1d an untouchable by choice.

Sir Henry Page-Croft in a letter to the Siar, wel-
comes the Indian Liberals as * comrades in arms.”
I do not know whather he has formally addressed
the members of the Indian Liberal Federation in
these terms,

Viscount Wolmer, one of the most prominent
eritios of the Govarnment's India polioy, bas just bean
defeated by an overwhelming wajority at the An-
nual Meeting of the Aldershot and Northants
Conservative Association on the followiug resolution:
“That the Central Counoil of the Asscciation is
desirous that a conference of the National Union of
Conservative and Unionist Agsooiations be oonvened
before the terms of the bill for the batter government
of India are made known, in order to give the leader
an opportunity of consulting with the party on tae
gubject,” This is Viscount Wolmer's own oconsti-
tuenoy.

FINANOIAL ASPECT OF FEDERATION.

In his broadcast talk on Tuesday the financial
aspeots of the federal sohems wera dealt with lucidly
and adequately by Sir George Schuster. Broadly his
viow wag expressed in the following passage:

“The total budget of the Central Government runs to

about £100,000,000, and that Government, even at the
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prosent slump levels for revenne, imatill paying its way
and setting aside £2,250,000 annually for debt raduotion.
There are alrendy nsigons of an improving trend in tax
revenue and State railways receipts. In |
stances I think it impossible to Bay that financial diffi-
ouities must be accepted as an obatacle to proveeding

with the constitutional plan., ‘But the most effective an- .

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

In these oirouwms '

swer to such arguments is that the greater part of these .

diffioulties would have to be met regardless of the con-
stitutional ohanges, The really new expenditure that
results from them s only £1,250,000, and all the addi-
tional tranafsra from the Centre—the object of which is
to help the Provinces—represent nesds that exist and
that would, in any oase, have to be faced.”

Sir George was equally emphatic that too much

<weight should not be given to the theoretical point -
“that the States insist that they shall not begome liable :
“A federation of this

4o the present Income Taxes.
kind cannot start without anomalies. . The hope must

‘be that, in practice, they will be smoothed out.”
This is very much in accord with the view expresseq

by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru in the analysisof the re-
forms seheme appearing in this month's Twenlieth
Century, whioch will be widely and sppreciatively

read here by a]ll who hold his experience and his -
opinion in respect. Another point that was empha- .
sised by Bir George was that it must not be assumed °
that the Provinces’ resources for raising revenue
within their oxisting powers were fully exhausted,
and that it would be wrong to create ‘the impression
that every outlet for expansion wag closed, and that
the anly hope was to deprive the Centre  of taxss on '

income,

Then fallowed s very impressive passage in .
s phatage I4 | C. Chakravarty, M. a., [ormerly secretary to Dr.

whicli Sir George dealt with the transfer aof responai-
bility. He emphnsised that safeguards were the nega-
tive side of the pian, There was, however, a posis
tive sideto the trensferring of responsibility and shat
supplied Its real justifioation, Even in these hard
timmes India could find a margin for expanding expendi-
ture on sooial services, but the problem could only
be properly tackled by governments at the Centre
and in the Provinces which could command the sup-
port of the public in raising additional revenue be-
oause they were national governments, and beoause
they had the responsibility of deciding how the reve-
nue was to be spent. He paid a tribute of 2dmiration
to the manner in which many sleoted mambers had
faced unpopularity for the sake of supporting prinei-
ples of sound finance, but he folt that the preseut
systom was unfair o both wides. “All of us who
have worked recently in the Government of India
feel that the time has coms when, if the national pro-
blems—financial or otherwise—are to-be fairly faced,
real responsibility must be given to the national
governments.”

The following final paragraph will be read with
mixed feelings in the Provinces :

“There is good ground to anticipate that the minimum
obligatory needs for getéing up the Federal and Provin-
clal Governments, and placing the Iatter in financial
equilibrium, oan be met without jecpardisiog the finane
olal stability of India. When resources are available

forther adjustments should be made between the Federal

Governments and the unite, but the possibilities of ¢this
oannot yet be fairly relied on, and it is better not tp hold
out hopes until those hopen ars within sight of realisation.

Meanwhile, the duty should be olearly laid on all the -

unita of government in India to adjust their sxpenditure
to their present rosources, and to make the meat of these
reaources in preparing for the new oonstitntion,”
INDIA AWD THE PUBLIQ.
Mr, John Fletoher, the Sacretary of the lunoh-

hour maetin_gs hald‘_ on Tuesday at Friends House,
has been quick to seixe upon the faot that just nowan

importent matter of interest to that eeetion of the
publio that looks to Friends House for guidanoeiis
the subject of the Indian ponstitutionsl proposals,
which is accordingly made .the special subjact foy
the month, . . : .z

‘Migs Mehra Masani, B. A., who ds inwlose touch
with the Congress Socialist 'Party, of which her
-brother is Seoretary, is a student of the LondonScheol
of Eoonomics and opened .the neries wwith @ ‘talk ton
“"What Young India Thinks of the Proposals’. Briefly,
the answer was, just nothing &t ali. She deseribed
Britain.as worse than a foreign country such as
Franee or Jtaly because it has vested interests in In-

| din. “Congress”, she remarked, “says that if the

Reoport of the Joint Seiest Cowmitiee wore &
thousand times better than if is, it still would mdt
look st it, and young India does mot condesoend to
look at the Report, which they say does not concern
them.” The firsk part of this statement is confirmed
in a nows letter contributad to this week's Spectalor
by Sir Stanley Reed, from Bombay, - The second part
is somewhat discounted by Miss Masani's sonolu-
sion that young Indians would have to accept the
Report whether they liked it or notheoause it was her
ing thrust down their throats, but in their minds they
rejected it. A thing that is thrust down one's throak
ean only be rejected In one way and it is- not quite
correot in those circumstanoes to say that this much-
disliked constitution does not concern young India
Apart from these somewhat sumwmary views, Mise
Mesanji was at great paing to give . the meeting the
soveral arguments urged by other partiea against the

| scheme. ~

Other speskers in this series will be Mr. Ami;'cl)

Tagore, and at present making post-graduate studies
at Ballio] College, Oxford, on *India and England:e
The Peyohologioal Tangle"; and on the same dag that
he broadcasts Mr. C. F, Andrews will speak on “The
Lutest News from India.” Onthe 29th Mr. B. N;
Mukerjee, M. A., will speak on* Indian Music " and
give a demonstratipn. thereof. :
TTEM OF INTEREST, |

The name of the Earl of Athione ia mentioned as
a new possibility for the office of next Viceroy of
India. His experience as Governor-General of South
Afrion might, in that event, stand the Queer's brother
in good atead. '

Ay —

deviews,
[ ———— —
CHINESE LABOUR MOVEMENT.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT AND LABOUR
LEGISLATION IN CHINA. By LIN TUNG-
HAL (China United Press, Shangbai.) 1933.
24cm. 252p. $6. o

THIS book of Prof. Lin Tung-Hai (Jefferson D, H.

Lamb) i the firet one of its kind or Chinese Jabour

written by one who has devoted several years of

close study to the problemn. The first two chaptors
are devoted to a description of the impaet of weatern

| idens on China and the growth of the revolutionary

Kuo-Min-Tang movement with its repercussions on
the labour movement. The author shows how the

| revolutionary movement wunder the leadership of

Dr. Sun-Yat-Sen directed against Manchus and the

foreign capitalists sucoessively failed until the con-

soiousneas of the workers and the farmers was ronsed

by holding out hopes of economic emancipation, how

the militant Chinesa workers, though outnumbered

by $he Imperial army and navy, carried everything
L]
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before them on aceount of the new fervour imported
by the advent of Borodin and several Russian revo-
lutionaries and how Kuo-Min-Tang, after haviug
entrenched itself in power, began a campaign of
suppression of Trade Unions in the guigze of expel-
ling the communist elements. At one time in the
heyday of the Trade Union movement in China, there

were nearly 300,000,000 organised Trade Union mem- |

bers in 1927 as against 574,766 members in 1930.
The author makes it clear that although thera
are more than 15,000,000 persons oconstituting the
wage-earning population in the Republio, China is
-industrially 8 very backward couctry. There are

only about 25 establishments each employing more'

than 1000 workers in this vast country. 857 of the

industrial establishments employ only about 7 to 30

workers per establishment., The employment of
women and children in the factories is a great sooial
problem in China. Mr, Hai eays that from ene to
two-thirds of the family expenditures is earned by the
oombined labour of mother and.children, The third
chapter contains many statistioal tables showing the
pizo and strength of indusirial establishments, the
average wages earned, the daily working hours, the

wookly rest days and the position of organised labour ] sehool as well asin the University, greater attention

in China,

He gives a vivid description of the development

of factory legislation in recent years. He shows
that China has made more rapid progress in enacting

progressive labour legislation than in enforcing it.
The Chinese Factory Law has many noteworthy
features such as the minimum wage provision, the

8-hour day clause, the child-labour clause, the pro-
hibition of night-work clause, the rest days clause,
maternity benefits, legalisation of sirikes, provision
.for compulsory arbitration, recognition of only ore
union for each industry, registration of oollective
agreoments, eto, Bul unfortunately, it is admitted
that & greater part of the Law is evaded
in practice. Bince 1927 Trade Unions were sup-
pressed and only in 1931 the ban has been
removed to a certain extent. A regrettable feature
is that all factories run by foreign capitaliste have
not complied with the requirements of Chinese
Feotory Law. Added to this is the difficult question
of the powers of extra-territoriality enjoyed by indue-
trially advanced countries like U.S. A, Great
Britain, France, Japan, eto,

The wealth of information contained throughout
‘the book which covers nearly 262 pages of prinied
matter constitutes a firststep in the direction of keep-
ing the outside world informed about certain recent
developments in the Chinese Labour Movement, This
book, though written by one olosely associated with
the present Government in power, should find a place
in every public library.

V. V. GIRL

INDIAN EDUCATIONAL POLICY.

EDUCATIONAL POLICY IN INDIA. A NEG-
LECTED ASPECT. By F. F. MONK. (Oxford
University Press.) 1934, 20cm. 43p. Re. 1/-

THIS monograph is substantially the memorandum

submitted .by Mr. Monk to the Hartog Commiitee in

192_8, and is a plea for the re-orientation of the edu-

caticral policy in India so as to secure from the

secondary schools and the University & muoh larger
supply of the “direoting olass” so necessary for
shouldering the new responsibilities resulting from
the “transfer of the administration of India from
foreign hands tothose of the people of the country."

Mr., Monk apparently belongs to that olass of Britigh-

org—now almost extinot—who believed that the

£onquest of India by the British people was an aot of

Providenoce and that the happiness of the conqueting-
nation lay in re-transferring the control of affiairs
to the Indians when they were qualified to resume it,
On page 13, he argues :

The Briton's scepticiam and delay in ve-transferring his:
reuponsibilities as ruler are not entirely due to self-interest
but based also to a considerabls degree on an honest
doubt regarding the training of the men who are dostinsd
to take them over, and the Briton implicitly confeases
that he has falled to provide that trainiog. Here in faot,
in the failure to train for rule, not in the failure to
transfer ruling powers, is the real onus of the charge
that the Indian politician tries to establish against the
foreign administration.”

With the help of the White Paper and the st iy
more ominous-looking Repcrt of the Joint Parlia- -
mentary Committee it would be easy to knock down
the basis of the author’s argument quoted above, but
thet would not be relevant to a review of the book, the
oentral theme of which ia that one of the most urgent

1 needs of the day is a superior type of secondary

school—1let us not call it a Public School—, that the
real University work should begin at the present.
Intermsadiate ptage and that both in the secondary

has to be paid to inoulcating the virtues of leadership
or, as the author prefers to put it, “totwards creating sn
Indian ruling class to take over the duties and privi--
lege she ( Britain ) has hitherto enjoyed, including
that very trusteeship of the masses” There is much
that is scceptable in this contention, although one
would not agree with the author in his view that “such
provision of proper schooling of the directing class,
not merely as s development of education, buf as fhe
one solulion which goes to the root of all the questions
with which the Indian Statutory Commission and
the Round Table Conferences have been oocupied.”

India is no longer g0 blind as not to note the
fallacy—if not deception—in the above argument
that a systematio propaganda for the creation of a
direoting class iz 8 sine qua non of the transfer of
control from the handas of the Britiah to those of the
Indiane., Sound education in a distinctive school is
an esgential requisite for efficient administration and
such gchools do throw up young men and women who-
by their better education assume the leadership of a
nation; but self-government and the growth of a
directing class are concurrent and interdependent. If
Publie Schools in England have in the past supplied
the nation her grest statesmen and generals, her
great judges and admintstrators, it is no less true
that the English Publie School has been the result of
the history of England in tho last five hundred yesars,
Schools are not the only places where training for
leadership can be obtained, nor are they the best
pluces so long as they cannot enjoy the freedom so
neoessary for imparting such training; and it is not
correct to say that India will not be able to throw up
the right type of directing class, in the absence of
sohools designed for the purpose—if she be asked to
shoulder real seif-government. It would also be
incorrect 5o deduce such a conclugion from the exps-
rience of the last fen years when she worked the
Montford reformsa, verily a make-believe of respon-
sible government. in the Provinces.

One of the most obvious fallacies of such argu-
ment lies in viewing India in English perspective.
The adjeotives “Upper”, “Middle” and “Lower” when
applied in India to the olasses of people do not neces-
sarily connote the same groups as they would in
England, The real middie class eorras_pondmg to
the English middle class bas yet to make its appear-
anoe in India. It is still largely enveloped in
illiteracy and has little interest in the affairs of gov-
ernment. It wants gohools and education only to help
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ity membera o rise in social status by enlering Gov=
ernment service or by establisl.ing themaselves asg
lawyors, dootors or engineers. India therefore caunot
aupport the plea that “aid to middle eolass education
{i. e. education of the diracting class ) is even more
of a nation-building character than the promotion of
literacy,” nor would she listen to the advice : “In the
matter of primary education, go slow; a complete
‘revolution has to be accomplished in the spirit of
-gchool education ; take one stage at & time ; it may ba
logical to insist on beginaing from ihe beginning,
but we have to start from facts, not logio”.

One wonders if Mr. Monk is arguing in
‘favour of what was once known as the * filtration
theory " in education, so popular among the educa-
tionslists of the Iast century. It was proposed to
create & highly educated nucleus through whom
education would filter downwards, ¥. W. Thomas
strongly oriticises thie theory in his “History and
Prospects of British Eduoation in India”:

" The large featurss of the ocharaoter of nations, ” says

Mr, Thomas, *do not ohange rapidly, The intenssly
sacerdotal apirit of the ohief Indian caste, the one which
benefits most largely by English eduoation, iy not dead.
The rulss of oaste are a1 rigid as ever. The eXclusive-
ness, which has reigned for three hundred yoars, is as
rampant as before. Of anything like publio feeling and
mautual confidsnece and help there is no hope for many
ayear. It is not conoceivabla that knowledge should
under these ocircumstanses filter dowan. Thers is no
avidence that it has filéerad down.

"Things have changed since this was written Bfty
years ago, but the ohange has been in quantity, not
in quality. Any attempt, under the circumstances to
artifioially create a directing class by some kind of
exclusive education muet fail in these days when
power is pasaing ouf of the hands of that olass which
would supply qualified recruita for the type of
-education contempiated by Mr. Monk,
While thersfore admitting the ocentral thema of
Mr. Monk’s monograph. that in order to erable the
Indian youth to shoulder the responsibilities of a
solf-governing nation, education of a superior type is
necessary it Is esgential that efforts in this direction
should be initiated, financed and guided by non-
‘Government agenoies with active co.operation and
help from Government. But any organised effort by
Government to lay down a new poliey of education,
as suggested by Mr., Monk, must conflict with other
interests equally imporiant snd oreste prejudice
which would do more harm than good, There is
therefore more fruth than modesty in the following
.observations of the author :
“The writer's command of the data is llmited to only
a portion of the oonntry and to a relasivaly short period
of tima, Ifthen the data are inadeguate or misapplied,
let the faunlt bs laid on him, but let the intention of his
argament be pursued, irrespeotive of defects, to the one
conolusion whioh it desiras to establisth as unavoldable,
that in order to give India that Indian rule which the
British raos has promised her, it is bafore all things
necensary to provide her with Indian rnlers and thad
they can only be prodused by sduocation,™

M. R. PARANJPE,

THE HOME.

THE HOME ANDACHANGINGCIVILISATION.,
By NAOMI MITOHISON. { The Twentieth Century
Library Series, No.7.) (Joha Lane.) 1834,
20om. 169 p. 2/6.

MRs. MITCHISON sess in the organiszation and

funotioning of the homa through historioal times and
st the present day the prinoipla of ownership at

work. The msle has owned and still owng the

female and both in their turn rhe children. She

distingunishes ownership as personal and social. Social

and economic ownership i, according to her, the

most objectionabla feature of sccial life which has

vitiated the atmosphere of the home, On the other

bhand, she has not only no objection to personal

ownership mutually between the husband and the

wife, but sha looks upon it as “the necessary assuage-

mant of our inherited instinots from the social apes.”

She would like to see that pregnancy and ohildren

are not made an exouse for obstructing married

women in their ordinary pursuits nor a reason for

their economio dependence. She believes that beosune

at present & woman is made to feel that she is econoe-
mically and socially owned she is revolting against

such natural instinots as that of maternity. As

an example of sooisl owning may be mentioned the

contemporary practice in some of the avocations in

England of disecharging the services of a woman

employes as soon a8 she gets married. To lighten

the burden of home management there must bs nur-

series and ereches all over the country and the hours

of attandance in sechools must be inoreased to keep

the infants and children ueefully engaged.  The

husband and wife must oultivate an attitude of
sympathy towards each other and each in turn must
imbibe the feeling that giving is better than taking
or even expecting. Similarly the attitude of parents

towards their ohildren must be one of non-interfer.
enoe a8 far as poseible so that the widening gulf
batween the two generations need not create bitter
feclings. Her proposals contemplate an equalitarian
sooiety and she looks up to U. S. 8. R. for the proto-
type of the economic organization of sceiety in which
her new homes can flourish.

No thinker ean take any objsction to Mra.
Mitohison’s contention that there is a certain amount
of unnecessary and inequitable social owning of
woman, Her plea for correot attitude among the
members of a home is all in keeping with the teach-
ings of modern psyohology, rociology and educational
theory. But her proposals envisage an average home
as a place kept by husband and wife who both of them
asa rule go oub in pursuit of their oococupations,
where they and their ohildren return only for meals
and glesp. Evidently the parents cannot have much
timae ab their disposal either for mutual companion-
ship or for devoting to the service of their children,
a gtate of affuirs which prevails in many a working
class home of industrial sooiety. A number of
middle olass families in Amsrican cities keep such
homes and we areinformed by Amerioan sociologists
that the contacts between ¢he three principal consti-
tuents of the home—the husband, the wife and the
children—are of the thinaest. It dows not reguire
much imagination to realise that suoh a home must
be devoid of all homeliness and emotional appaal. If
homes are to be kept in suoh a pattern it is difficult
to resist a national movement to demolish such homes
and to communalise childrenn. The children in such
homes c¢an look upon their parents only as economie
supports—the persons who pay for their schooling
and up-bringing without any of the emotional effects
which personal oara and servica introduce and which
oharacterise a good home as & place different from
a communal nursery or a school, Social sffort musé
be largely spent on reconstituting the home in such
a way that it plays its part as a necessary comple-
ment of the publie school. Mrs, Faanina Halle
records that In the T, 8, 8, R. the little experience in
communalising children is against such experiment.
If we are sorious about the future of society we
must frankly admit, at the risk of appearing anti-
femininist, that the place of woman is largely in the
homa tiil ochildren become adult and that her
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economic independence must be sought to be brought
about by such methods as that of endowment of
wifehood and motherhood. and not through her
wholesale plunging into the midst of factory or
office~oocupations,

G. 8. GHURYE.

KONKAN RURAL LIFE.

BADALAPUR (OUR VILLAGE). By N. G,
CHAPEEAR, ( Aryassamsgkriti Mudranalaya,
Poona 2.) 1933. 2%2cm, 504 +23pp. Rs. 6/-

THIS isa recent work written in Marathi by Mr,

N. G. Chapekar, who is already well-known in

Marathi literary and historical ocireles as the author

of several books of high merit. The wvolume under

review is the result of nearly eight vears’ steady and
patient research work oarried out by the author who
has made a vary detailed socio-sconomioe survey of
his own ancestral viliage of Badalspur after his
retirement from  (Government service. While
soveral village surveys have already been carried
out in different parts of India by economists and
social workers like Dr. Mann, Dr, Gilbert Slater, Mz,

Mukhtyar and Mr. Bhalla, we have not so far come

across any other publioation similar to Mr, Chapekar’s

‘ Badalapur’, which, in addition to being an economie

survey of that village, also embodies tha results of a

detailed sociological investigation relating to the

wvarious castes and sub.castes in the village, thsir
fanctione, customs relating to marringe, death and
dther social ceremonies, ritusals, spells, and charms,
popular beliefs in ghosts, ete,, etc. The book also
gives interesting particulars regarding the history of
the village, its principal deities, the different varieties
of reptiles found in it, diseases prevalent in the
village, vital statistics, the population and its
distribution on the basis of caste, sex and oseupation.

The economio survey section of the volume under
review desoribes the oconditions of life and labour in
the village and extends over a wide range of topics
such as the land and its divisions, the prineipal crops
and agrioultural operations, the live-stock and
implements, marketing, land revenue and other farm-
ing costs, forest, indebtedness in the Village, the
drink habit, ete. This is followed by the drawing
up of a'balance-sheet of the village stating the
principal items of income and expenditure. In the
oonoluding chapter the author gives an outline of an
ideal seif-contained *happy viilage.' The utility of
the book is considerably enbanced by the inclusion
of some pictures relating to the village end
espscially of detailed statistical tables furnishing
particulars about the inventory of the families be-
longing fo the various castes resident in Badalapur,

The village of Badalapur is situated in the Thana
distriot at & distance of 114 miles from the railway
station of ifhe same name at mile 42 on the G. 1. P,
Railway line betwesn Bombay and Poona. Sinos
Mr. Chapekar hails from this village, has lived in
it ever since his retirement and has taken special
pains to verify the information collected by him,
his purvey might be regarded as a reliable picture
of the village to which it relates. It has a popula-
lation of nearly 2,500 acoording to the Census of
1931 ( or about 2,300 as stated by the writer who
excludes some people who have only a temporary
interest in the village ). Although the village is
subject to eity influences owing to its being on the

ailway line and in the vicinity of towns like
Kalyan, it could be regarded in many ways as a
typical Konkan village with rice-economy as its
predominant feature, The oconclusions drawn by the
suthor possess therefore more than local significance

and have a certain bearing upon the conditions of
life and labour in other Indian villages.

The main finding of the author, so far ss the
economic conditions in the village are concerned, is
that the village is not in a position to pay its way.
This conolusion is based on the following figures,
The total income, agricultural and non-agricultural,
is Rs, 2,05,343. The total expenditure comes up to
Rs. 2,40,705 { Rs. 1,20,705 on rice and Rs. 1,260,000 on
other expenses on the basie of Rs. 5 per head of the
population ). Thus the expenditure is not balanced
even by the gross receipts and but for the remittances
receivaed from their relations staying outside by the
people in the village, the economioe situation would
have been even more aoute than it is today. The
yeariy income per head is Rs. 33~4-0. The net income,
after deducing the amount of land revenue ( includ-
ing local cess ) and interest-on debts comes to Rs, 75.
This ie of course the general average, A large
number of income, we are told, belong to the class
of Rs. 50 and below. The total indebtedness in the
village is Rs. 2,79,417, of which the Mahomedan
population owes Rs, 1,80,000 mainiy for boying
forest wood for sale. The Hindus owe the remsin-
ing debt of Rs, 89,417, which comes to Rg, 51 per
head. .As repards the agricultural population the
permanent debt amounts to Rs. 81 per family (or
Rs. 17-8-0 per head ). In addition, the farmer has to
borrow for his current domestic and agricultural
needs. Out of 131 agricultural families only 36 are
free from debt. It is a notable fact that the village
spends Rs. 9,502 on liquor annually, which comes to
Rs. 4 per head.

~ The suthor’s diagnosis of the poverty in Indian
villages is instructive. Among the various factors
that account for the low economio condition of the
people, the principal ones are : the tendency towards
overpopulation, the so-called e¢ivilised but expensive
mode of living ( witness the money spent on the
railway and the bus ), wasteful expenditure on petty
civil 1itigation, marriage and drink, the abuse by the
farmer of the freedom to alienste his land and by
the moneylendsr of the facilties conferred upon him
to recover his loans. While the burden of land
revenue has not increased in view of the riss in the
prices of paddy during the last 150 years, in the
aunthor's opinion the expendilure by Government on
village dispensaries, echools and roads is not quite
justifiable having regsrd to the more pressing ele-
mentary needs of the village-folk. While there oan
be no two opinions about the poverlty of Indian
villages, we are afraid few persons will agree with
this view of the author, Increased literacy, better
eommunications, whieh mean better marketing faei-
lities, and a better standard of publio health, are all
of them caleulated to improve the economic condition
of the masses, Most people will, however, endorse
his suggestions that there should be cheap and expe-
ditious disposal of petty disputes by Village Pancha-
yats, that adequate facilities should be given to every
village by the Forest Administration (and village
forests should be revived ), that facilities for obtain-
ing drink should be curtailed and that certain rules
should be enforced to ensure and maintain s certain
proportion between Warkas and Rice land in the
Konkan fract.

While we welcome the publication of a compre-
hensive one-volume survey of the various aspects of
an Indian village, we wish the author bad devoted
more space to the economie sections of hig bool;, which
have been dwarfed by the far bigger sociological and
other sections. We would have welcomed more
information regarding the sub-division and fragmen-
tation of boldings and a more critical and oonvine-
ing exposition of the case against congolidation of
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boldings. So also, instead of writing » few para-
graphs regarding indebiedness in t$he village, the

suthor might as well have devoted a whole chapier |

to the disoussion of the subject, giving pnrt.iculara
regarding the sources of credit, rates of intereat
oharged, security for loans and the purpose for which
debts are contracted. So also we wish the chapter on

Marketing had been fuller and had traced clearly the |
movement of the etaple commodity—rice—from the _

field to the market,

Altogether Mr. Chapekar's ‘Badalapur—Our

Village’ will undoubtedly rank high as a olassical |

volume of its kind in the Marathi literature, The
publication of his book-at this junoture is very timely
having regard to the widespread interest in problems
of village uplift and rural reconstruction that is now
‘being taken by the Government as well as social
workers in India. Mr Chapekar's book should prove
to be s veritable mine of information and a source of
inspiration to all those who are engaged in this work.
The author hag set a very commendable em\mpl?J of
devotion to one's village, and we congratulate him
upon the lead thus given by him to all those wha arg
interested in the welfare of rural India,

8. G, BERL

PROBLEM OF MONEY.

WEALTH, VIRTUAL WEALTH AND DERT.
THE SOLUTION OF THE ECONOMIG
PARODOX. By FREDERICK SODDY. (Allen
& Uunwin.) 1933, 23cm. 320p, 6/~

IN the preface to the eecond edition of the book
under review, Professor Soddy says that his first
edition was out of print within a short time after its
publication in 1926, Professor Soddy is & well-
known ppecialist in one branoh of science who has
Jrantioally attempted to suggest remedies for the
problems in another field of knowledge, It is a work
of great difficulty, espeoially where, as in these days,
speoialiste build stone walls about their own boun-
daries. Professor Boddy writes with refreshing can-
dour about the corruption of the monetary system
and how the very life of the people is being affected
by the mishandling of the currencies by Banks,

In page 131 Professor Spddy writes as follows
-ahout the dangers of money:

" Money is a dangerons necessity only too apt in the
body politic to engender diseases potent enough to bring
the proudess nations to dust. It substitutes for the
natural inalienable right of the worker to the produce of
his toil & vagus geperalised olaim upon the totality of
the fruite of the community's efforta—sa highly indeBnite
quantity which openy the doar te any kind of abose.”

Professor Boddy defites money as something of
" virtusl wealth ' and not wealth, His eritioism of
the oredit maohinery and the cheque system is very
interesting and will repay careful analysis, Profes-
sor Boddy is right in saying (page 140): "It is not the
smount of Money that people have that is of any
importanoe, but the amount of weslth that they are

in & position to obtain any time in the future ondemand
that is of importanoe,” '

. Dr. Soddy’s parody of the rhapeodies of Hartle
- Withers about the beauty of the English bankini
ayatem {s extromely interesting. On pages 148 and 149
Hartley Withers is quoted as saying that ‘The bank-
Ing systera fs a wondrous example of buman ingen-
uity applied to the cheapening and furtherance of
trade finance and speoulation.’ Dr. Soddy answers

that this is not merely the aase of th
fable who overdrew her aoom:uet ® old lady of the

Ty

L a cheque for the amount, but that her misfortune was

' that she was not her own banker.

Dri. Soddy is nothing if not interesting in hié_
analysis of the economic future of society. Heg
writes on page 270:

Next to an honest monetary aystem, the need for the
continuous redemption of revenue-yielding capital out of
inoome appears to be the moat important atep toward’
reform, 'The Biate should exercize a geveral control over
the question as to the dae balanos to be preserved between
the production of gcoda for use and consumption and the
accumulation of fresh capita) as it did during the Wap,

There is no doubt that Professor Soddy writes
with deep feeling and deeper sincerity, and hig
challenge to the orthodox school is in unmistakabig
terms, but one would have wished that soientist ag he
is, he would have avoided a jiba at the Jow {p.289),

It is difficult tossy with any preocision what
exanctly ean be done by & single nation in the mattey
of the regulation of its currency without reference to
other nations, but every one, economist or other'
would welcome all interested to break any conspi.
racy that may exist in the matter of currency
systems. Woe certainly require' more and better edu.
cation in the technique of this very important soti-
vity of the banker, © = S "

The reviewer would very strongly recommend
this very thoughtful and thoughi-provoking book to
all those engaged in the art of creating money ab.
the banks and alsa to the very mapy men and women
who may bs intelligent enough to want to wndere
gtand what is going on about them.

8. V. AYYAR.
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NO CLIMB-DOWN.

N an erticle under the heading “Mr. Sastri's
Climb-Down" Forward oasbtigates Mr. Srini-
vasa Sastri for his recent article in the

SERVANT OF INDIA. After paying a just tribute te
Mr, Sastri’s “unquestionable patrictism, sincerity of
purposs and lopg record of publio serviee” and exs
pressing iss warm appreciation of his dignified state-
ment at the last session of the Liberal Federation
that * it was imposaible for the Liberal Party to give
an afom of oco-operation to the Government” with
regard to the proposed oobstitution, the journal
writes:—

“To.day the same Mr, Sastri paraphrases his own texs
and tells the world that Sir Tej Babadur Sapru's opinion
that ‘India has not the capacity to rejeot the new order’
ig amply oonfirmed by the suthoritative statement thas
encugh persons will be forthooming to work it. The
Liberal mesting at Poona fully realised this. It wounld
have advised rejection if it had conaidered that course
practicabie.” '

In our opinion the inoonsistenoy whioh Forward
hes discovered between Mr. Sastri’s two pronounce-
ments is  wholly imaginary. In the Poona speech
itself, asin his articlsin the SERVANT OF INDIA,
Mr. Sastri stated his belief that.-enough persons

. would be forthooming to work the proposed constitu-._.

tion. That isall that he means by saying that the

and sent her banker,

rejection of the oonstitution is impragticable.

[ 4
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difference of opinion between Mr. Sastri and the Con-
gress. All that the Congress means by “rejection” is
that it would rather remain under the present consti-
tution than sccept the proposed constilution, and
secondly, that if this new oconstitution is thrust upon
the country it would do everything in its power to
bring it to a speedy end, so that on its ashes & new and
acceptable constitution may be reared., That this is
exactly Mr, Sastri’s position we know nof only from
his speech but from a leading article in the
SERVANT OF INDIA which has always been regarded
ag his organ and mouthpiece, In that article cur
contemporary said ~—

“ There is no doubt that this is for the Liberal Party
definitely the left turn. It must be ready hereafter for a
politioal re-orientation much to the left of the position it
‘now oocupies. It cannot continue to stand where it does ;
it will be driven leftward by the foroe of circumstances.
Most of the leaders of the Old Guard indicated in their
speeches the necessity that would arise, in case the
proposed constitution was thrust upon the country, for
intensifying the Swadeshi movement, creating diffienlt
situations for the Government, and bringing into effeot
the more radical measures which constitutional agitation
understood in a large sense allows.”

Again:

“ Ity (the Liberal Pariy’s) main task will be that of
finding out ways in which the united weight of progress-
ive opinion of all shades can be brought to bear upon the
Government. What can be more significant than this
change in the general attitude of the Liberal Party
indicated by the fact that the thoughts of Sir Chimanlal
Betalvad and 8ir Cowasji Jehangir are now turned in the
direction of political Swadeshi and oconstitutional
deadiooks?”

There is not a word in Mr., Sastri's arbticle under
reference which shows that this is not stil] his
poeition.

‘Wa should like very much to know what else
the Congress itself means or can mean by the word
rejeotion, now that oivil disobedience has been sus-
pended or abandoned. If Mr. Satyamurti knows the
mind of the Congress, and Forward, at any rate,
whioch belongs to exactly the same school of thought
in the Congress as Mr. Satyamurti, will not deny his
claim to speak for the Congress, it means exactly
what the Liberal Party means. This is what he said
in a recent speech =—

“Positively the Congress means by the word ‘rejection’
that it has no use for these proposals, and would gladly
do without them. If, however, the constitution is forced
upon us, rejection does not mean that we are committed
to the boyoott of Legislatures. It is quite on the ocards
that we shall oontest all the elections on the twin issue
of the Constituent Assembly and the rejection of these
proposals, rather the substitution thereof by a constitution
40 be framed by the proposed Consituent Assembly, and
weo shall capture the power suoh as there is in these
Leginlatures and use them as an instrument in the atruggle
for Swaraj. While we are doing that we shall also do
everything in our power to mitigate the people’s difficul-

-ties and to improve their lot ¢to the extent to whioh it is
possible to do po under the restricted consitution. "

We do not think in this matter, there is anyt_r

Woell may Mr, Sastri say that there is no dif--
ferenoce in substance between the Liberals as repre-
sented by him and the Congress ss represented by Mr.
Satyamurii, 'and that “the difference between them
is reduced to the narrow verbal question whethor the
word ‘rejection’ expresses the ides best—a point of
comparative unimportance which it iIs possible to
debate foo minutely.” The plain fact is that the
Liberal Party to-day stands for the rejection of the
proposed constitution in exactly the sense in which
the Congress itself stands for it.—The Tribune.

IS 8. L. SOCIETY POLITICAL OR SOCIAL ?

The following letter from the London correspondent

of this paper was recently sent by him to the Daily
Telegraph of London for publication :
SIR,—In & footnote to the Reubter message from
Poons, reporting the views of the Servants of India.
Society on the recommendations of the Joint Select
Committe, it is stated that “The Servants of India
Society is a social movement whioh has done a great
deal of educstive and social work in the villages. It
is non-political.”

I rofer you to the following extract from the
constitution of the Soociety, as settled in 1905 by the
late Mr, G. K. Gokhale, its founder and first Presi-
dent, adopted by its members, and carried out by
them in the epirit of national missionaries ever
since:

“The Servants of India Society will train men prepared
to devote their lives to the cause of the ocountry in 8 reli-
gious spirit, and will seek to promote, by all constitutional
means, the national interests of the Indian people.
Its members will direot their efforts principally towards.
(1) oreating among the psople, by example and by precept,
a deep and passionate love of the Motherland, seeking its
highest fulfilment in service and sacrifice; (2) organizing
the work of political eduoation and agitation, basing it

on a careful study of public questions, and strengthoning
generally the publio life of the ocountry; (3) promoting

relations of cordial goodwill and co-operation among the
different communities; (4) agsisting educational move-
ments, eapecially those for the education of women, the
education of the backward classes, and industrial and
soientific eduoation; (5) helping forward the industrial
developm ent of the country; (6) the elevation of depressed.
olasses, ”

From the foregoing, it will be clear that the
Society is certainly not “ non-political,” and its
woekly organ, the SERVANT OF INDIA, is a power-
ful influence in the formation and forumulation of
Indian political opinion, The present head of the
Society is, not the Rt. Hon. V, S. Srinivasa Sastri, as
stated, but Mr. G. K. Devadhar,C. L. E,
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