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Topics of the FWeck,

Assamese Opinion onJ. P. C. Report.

THE Assam Politioal Conference hald last week
and presided over by Mr. B. . Goswami is the latest
to join in the universal ohorus of condemnation of
the Joint Select Committee’s report. It has branded
the report as “unacceptable” and characterised it as
“highly disappointing and unsatisfactory”, due to
the faot that it falls “far short of the united demands
and aspirations of the people of Indis.”

L ] * *

IN taking this view of the report, the Conference
followed the lead given to it by its president in his
inaugural address. Both he and the Chairman of the
Roception Committee agreed in regarding the report
as being even more reactionary than the White
Paper. It had eometimes beent said in defence of the
J. P, C. report that though the proposed eonstitutional
soheme was replete with safeguards and restrictions
of all sorts it was really designed to lead India even-
tually to the goal of Dominion Status, Mr. Goswami
is very far from sharing this view. On the contrary
he thinks that the numerous sdditions to safeguards
and special responsibilities which the Committee
had made tend to make such measure of responsibi-
lity as is offored wholly illusory. To him as to most
Indians it is inconceivable that the operation of

'
L 2.

‘the proposed constitution can ever culminate in India:
'being raised to the status of a welf-governing:
‘dominion,

! » +* L ]

FOR his part Mr. Goswami would have preferred*

‘8 federation of the British Ifidian provinces as a-
‘preliminary to the wider one with the Iudian States,

He would ba in no hurry to promote a federation of:
British India with the States till the. latter had:
unanimously agreed to join it and till their subjects-
were allowed & voice in the management of their-
affaira apparently such as is allowed to the-
people in the neighbouring British Indian pro-
vinoces. In giving expression to these views, Mr.

" Goswami, we doubt not, was voicing.a large volume

of Indian opinion which would not shed & tear if :the-
prosent fedaral plan is altogether dropped.
: A st .

 Firing at Ajra. - :

HAPPENIKGS of a tragio character occurred Iast:-

- week at Ajra in Ichalkaranji Jahagir, a feudatory of
. Kolhapur State. Tt would appéar from’ press’ reports .
' that there was some dispute between the Jahagic-

authorities and the local Muslims over some sandal:
trees which the lutter seem to Have uuau!:horisedlr
planted in their cemetery. The mamlatdhr of Ajra.
visited the place for the purpose, it is said, of prepar--
ing arepcrtas to the circumstances in which the.
plantation came to be made; but his visit was mis.-
understood by the Muslims as being undertaken with.
the purposs of uprooting the frees. It seems the-
Jahagir officials also wanted to arrest the offending:
Muslims; but their attempta to cateh hold of them-
were violently resisted by the mob which seems to-
have numbered ahout 150, nearly half the Muslim
population of Ajra.
* +* *

IT was in these.siroumstances that firing was re-.
sorted to only as a last resort and after due warning
had besn given, Ewven so, the heavy ocasualties, nine
dead and about thirty wounded, point to the conclu-
sion of its not having been properly oontrolied, if in-
deed it was not excessive. Whatever that be, the public-
demand for an indepandent inquiry into those deplo-
rable happenings appears to be irresistible. The
rule that every oase of firing should be followed by
an independentiuguiry which is generally observed
in British India is a wholesome one and deserves AP
plication even to Indian Siates. Our experience of
inquiries in regard to the recent cases of firing in.
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Kapurthala and Rampur point to the determination of
the Paramount Power not only .to enforce this rule in
the case of Indian States and to ret up such inquiries

on foot without avoidable deiay but to smee that the.

deliberations of such committess come to as speedy
an end as possible. Wae trust the public will not be
long kept in suspense about the personnel of the
committee to inquire into the happeningaat Ajra.

* » *

Common Roll in Kenya,

A8 is well known, the Indian community in
Kenya is opposed on principle to the institution of a
separate register of Indian voters. So deep-seated is ita
aversion to the communal roll that for some time it
preferred to remain unrepresented in the local legis-
Iature rather than avail itself of such hateful electoral
arrangements. Having however reslised the harm
which such mnon-co-operation wrought to Indian
intorests, it decided last year tc enter the Kenya
Tegislature even under the existing regime, highly
unsatisfactory as it. doubtless is. This change
in its sttitude does by no means presage the asbandon-
ment by it of its fight for a common roll, Far from
it, Its sttachmeat to the ideal of the common roll
is firm and unshakeable. How strongly it feels on the
point will be clear from the observations of Mr.
Pandya in his presidential address to the thirteenth
sossion of the East Africa Indian National Congress
held &t Mombases during Christmas last. Said he,

We have suffered greatly and have offered large sacri-
fices for the sake of our ideal and although we have not
been successiul, from the point of view of the Indian com-
munity, I think no sacrifice is too great to achieve this
idea), because it is our honest and sincere belief that the
only solution of many of our political difficulties and
many of the evils from which this cur adopted country is
auffering lies in the practical application of the ideal of
common rotl and common citizenship carrying with it the
sense of common respensibility for the progressive deve-
lopment and prosperity of the country whiok is as much
our homse as that of our other fellow-colonists.

* * *

‘European Demand for responsible government.

THE European Colonists in Kenya have, it may
be Tecalled, laitterly revived their old agitation
for the grant of responsible government to Kenya. If
the agitation was meant to benefit the whole popula-
tion of the Colony, nobody would have any right to
cavil at it. But the responsible government the Kenya
Europeans are striving for ie meant only for their
own benefit. Of this no more convincing proof is
noeded than is furnished by the proceedings of their
unofficial conference held last July when not only
this demand but one for the vesting of the financial
control of the Colony in the hands of Europeans was
strongly put forward. These preposterous demands
are naturally opposed with equsl, if not greater,
strength of feeling by the Indian community which
rightly takes its stand on the deolaration of policy
made by the Imperial Government in 1930. In the
Kenya White Paper issued by them in that year
it was definitely laid down that, ' The goal of
the oonstitutional evolution in Xenya, as else-
where, is admittedly responsible Government by
s ministry representing an electorate in which
overy section of the population of XKenya finds
acocurate and effeotive voice and that the esia-
blishment of & common roil with an equal fran-

chise of civilisation or education character isthe

object to be aimed at and atlained, ™ It is however
not this sort of responsible goveroment that the Eu-
ropeans want, What they have set their heart upon
is & system of government which will make the non-
.official Europeans the virtual rulers of Kenya and

place them in a, position to continue their exnloita~
tion of the Colony without any serious challenge
from any quarter, It is to be fervently hoped that
the Imperial- Government will posseas the strength
to resist such a selfish move on their part.

L ] [ ] L 2

-'-Aml Financial Control.

Agfor the other demand of the Europeans viz.
for the financial control of the Colony being
vested it themselves, Indian gentiment in Kenya is
found forcibly expressed in the following resclution
passed by the Congress. The resolution says:

(8} The Indian Community firmly believes that no
seotion of the Non-European oommurities of Kenya haa
oonfidence in the financial ability, experience and wisdom
displayed by the European Elected Members in the past
and that the general polioy pursued as a result of the
influence exercised by them over the finances of the country
heretofore is largely responsible for the present financial
orisis and the deliberate programme of one-sided Colonial
development to the negleot of the interests of the other
sections of the population.

{b) While holding that finanecial control by an Unoffi-
oial Majority in the Legislative Council constituted in a
manner whioch would adequately and effeotively represent
and safeguard the interests of all tax-payers is a sound
prineiple, this Congress views with dlarm and perturba-
tion the type of control demanded by the Europeanr mem-
bers which, in the opinfon of this Congress, will be disas-
trous to the interests of the non-European tax-payers,

This Qongress iv, therafore, strongly opposed to any
change in the present financial control by the unofficial
majority until the Common Roll is established and the
Leginslative Counoil is 8o constituted as to fully represent
interests of all inhabitanta of the Colony.

* * *

Compulsory Voting.

WITrH a continuous lowering of the franchise,
the complaint is very oftenm heard that elections,
whether to local bodies or to legislatures, are becom.
ing prohibitively costly save to.those backed up by
the powerful support of a popular organisation like
the Congress. If sucoess at elections is to depend
largely upon wealth, the outlook musi indeed be said
to be gloomy. For in such a state of things it would
not be the most public-spirited or even the most
qualified but those commsanding the means to win
elections, with whom our local and legislative bodies
would be filled, It is no wonder if at the hands of such
representatives public weal does not slways receive
primary consideration. In the oase of some who have
undergone considerable expense for their election,
there is also the danger of their falling a prey to
the temptation of recompensing themselves, while

in office, by dishonourable means.
* *

TH® remedy has been suggested by the Confer-
ence of office-bearers of local bodies in C.P. and
Berar recently held et Raipur under the presidency
of Rao Bahadur N. K. Kelkar, It is to make it
statutorily obligatory on the voter to exercise his
right to vote. It is difficult to say how far the
remedy is practicable in our existing conditions.
But if it could be -enforced it should result in
bringing election within the power of persons of
moderate means by effecting a considerable reduc-
tion in election expenses. For when the voters
sra legally bound to go to the poll oandidates

' may ordinarily be expected not to put themselves

to the expense of arranging conveyances for them.,
Though this is mnow legslly prohibited it does,
a8 is a matter of common knowledge, form quite
alarge item in & candidate’s election expenses.



JANUARY 17, 1935, ]

_THE SERVANT OF INDIA 3

When non-attendance st the polling booth would be
an offence in the eye of the law, it is ramoua_hle to
guppose that the general tendency among candidates
would bé to inour no expense on- the voters’ eonvey-
ande, . An over-zeslous candidate might even then
be found to be taking his votersto the polling booth
ir his own or his friends’ cars which is now allowed.
But he would be an exception rather than the - zule.
From the point of view of eliminating even such
exceptional cases would it not be better
not to stop short at merely throwing the legal obli-
gation to vote on the voter but to accompany it by
an express prohibition to make use of other people’s
oonveyances for tha purpose ? Exceptions to cover
really bhard cases of old and decrepit voters or of a
conveyance-owner giving his voter friend a Lift to
the polling booth will have to be carefully provided

for.
* * »

Akalkot in 1933-34.

IN reaponse to our request for a copy of the ad-
ministration report of the Akalkot State, we have
been favoursd with a type-written summsry. It may
be admitted at once that this is better than the utter
absenoe of any response with which such requests are
sometimes met by the suthorities of Indian States.
But may we enquire if the State administration report
is never printed ? The obligations the State owes
to the Political Department are probably met by the
submission to it of the report in type-written form
but does oot the State feel that it owes a duty to the
public in the State and outside ? How oan it interest
the general public in the working of the administra-
tion except by making the annual reporf freely
available toit? We hope that in these democratic
daya a few rupees spent upon the printing of a suffii-
cient number of copies of the administration report
will not be regarded as waste of money by the State
authoritien. .

* » *

COMING to the events during 1933-84, the year
was darkened by the tragio death of the minor ruler's
wife shortly after his wedding which evoked univer-
sal sympathy with the young ruler. The State re-
ceipts amounted to nearly Ra. 734 lakhs and the expe-
nses to sbout Rs, 634 lakhs, leaving a surplus of about
ons lakh. Nearly one half of the reserve balance of
Rs. 5 lakhs was spont on new water works, while
the other half represented the marriage expenses of
the ruler, We should have liked to find out what pro-
portion the palace expenses bear to the State income
but this is rendered impossible by the summarised re-
port which fails to give details either of the receipts
or the expenses side,

L ] L *

EDUCATION in the State seems to require much
more careful and sympathetio attention thar it has
reovived so far. The number of educational institu-
tions increased by one {0 51. The number of atudents
nevertheless showed & diminution to the tune of
nearly 300, which is regrettable. If 15 per cent, is to
be taken as the school-age population, the number at
present under instruction represents, roughly speak-
ing, no more than 25 per cent of the population to ba
eventually brought to school. May it be hoped that
the young ruler who is being trained for his high
station in life will, when he mssumes the reins of
power, ochalk out a programme for the universalisation
of liii%r;oy extended over a stated number of years,
fay . :

» . +

ANOTHER matter to which aleohe may usefully
devote his attention is the development of represen-

tative institutions with a viaw $o the introdection of

- responsible government within a- measurable distance

of time. As it is, thers is-only one municipulity in
the S8tate with a preponderance of the nor-offioisl’
element. ‘How muoch of this is elective is not olear
from the summary of the report supplied to 9s, What=
ever that be, we would suggest that as many ‘more of

| such Jocal bodies ba brought into being as possible

with a legislative council enjoying powers similar to
those conferred on the provinoial legislatures in
British Indis. An anncuncement onsome such lines
on the ocoasion of the approaching accession of the
ruler to the Gadi will go far to reassure his sabjects
that the new regime will mean something more than
8 mere change of hands for them,

* : » »
New Bombay Industries.

IT is encouraging to learn from the report for
1933-34 of the Bombay Industries Department that,
despite the economic depression, the year witnessed the
birth of several new factories, Prominent among
these may be mentioned a factory started in Bombay
for the manufacture of razor biades, In view of the
gonerally unsatisfactory nature of the imported blades
the new factory should find & good market for its
wares provided the blades give better results than
their foreign counterparts, -

* * *

A NEW canvas shoe factory was added to the two
already existing. The faotory is said to be well-
equipped and ocan turn out & maximum of 5000 pairs
of rubber-soled canvas shoes per day. A factory for
the manufacture of metal serews and nuts which uses.
imported bars has also ¢ome into being and the finish
of its products seems to have come up to the expeota-
tions of the Department. The Cooper Engineering
Works of Satara, though in existence for a good
many years, commenced last yesr the manufacture
of small orude oil engines, This is the only factory
in the presidency which makes oil engines—a faok
which should ensure for ite products remdy sale
at the hards of swdeshi enthusiasts having oppor-
tunities of purchasing oil engines, The design, work-
manship and working of the engines are described
as being of “ a high order," which is an additional
recommendation in their favour. Another class of
manufacture which should prove profitable is that
of clocks and time-pieces, for which purpose two
factories already existed and a new one was added
last year.

* * L

WHILE it is true that the birth of the new
factories oan in no way be directly traced Lo the
aotivities of the Department it oan hardly be open
to question that it was iIndirectly facilitated by i,
Besides giving technioai advice to promoters of new
jndustrial enterprises and heiping them with the
preparation of financial estimates, the Department
pursued its usual activities of giving demonstrations
in hand-weaving, wool-weaving, dyeing, ootton-
pizing, ete, The Government Hand-Weaving
Institute had 30 students on its rolls, all of whom
passad in the annual examination held in April
1933. Departmental aotivities covered investigations,
with a view to finding out the possibilities of cottage
industries, those undertaken last year relating to
oil seeds, hemp and bone manure. We miss in
the report any mention of the grant of Stata aid
to industries ; but this was never a strong point of
the Bombay Industries Department. And the
omission cannot be accidental but must be looked
upon as an indication of the fact that none was adtu-
ally given. ’ ‘

. & » »
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THE SUPPLEMENT TO OTTAWA.

HE latest Indo-British trade agreement has been
interpreted by the political correspoudents of &
section of the Press merely as reflecting the great
anxiety felt by British commerocial interests regard-
ing the future of Indo-British trade relations. And
it does seem strange, at least superficially, that so
-much store should have been laid by an agreement
which seemingly does little more than perhaps
underline some parts of the Otfawa agreement, The
-supplementary agreement naturally terminates with
the main agreement and cannot henpe be interpreted
-as prolonging the period for which British Preference
is to last. It also does mot provide for any mew
important concession. Inthe firet two articles the
Britisk Government sgrees ou the one hand to
recognise that interests of India's economic well-
being may make protection to Indian industry
necessary and also that revenue considerations may
lead to a high tariff vall. The Indian Government, on
the other, sgrees to recognise “ that conditions within
the industries in Indis, in the United Kingdom and
the foreign countries may be such that the Indian
industry requires a higher level of protection against
foreign goods than against the imports of United
Kingdom origin.” Merely sgrezing to visualise
the possibility of such circumstances existing would
have been, if at all, a purely academic concession,
The Government of India,however, in the third article
goes on to undertake steady adberence to the policy
of discriminating protection and having regard to
this policy further agrees “that wherever possible
lower rates of duty will bs imposed on goods
-of United Kingdom origin.” Now there is
perhaps nothing that is startling in this provi-
gion, . Yot we wonder why the Government of any
country should in an agreement with that of
another bind itself to follow only a particular policy
regarding the grant of protection to the home indu-
stries. The provision of a Tariff Board Enquiry and
the facility afforded to U. K. industrialists to appear
in such an enquiry have paraliels in the agreements
with some of the Pominions. But nowhere in these
agreements have the Dominion governments, we
believe, bound themsslves to & definitive polioy as
the mention in Article 3 of the new agreement of the
resolution of the Legislative Assembly of February
16, 1923 involves. We may ourselves favour dis-
oriminating protection wholeheartedly ; but knowing
the strength of feeling on this question in the
.oountry and the difference of opinion even
amongst the members of the Fiscal Commission,
wo feel that the Government of India was not
justified in agreeing to this wording of Article 3.

We also apprehend the interpretation that
.may .be put on the concession that * wherever
possible " lower rates of duty will be imposed on
U. K. products. For, this may be possible everywhere,
depending entirely how you estimate the possibilities,
If, s throughout the egreement, it is only the Indian
industriaiist who is visualised as being affected
by protective measures and having a concern with

tariff walls, then a margin of preferencs can always
be provided for, for the U. K. industrialist. The rate
of duty againat U, K. goods being fired at the rate st
which the prices of imported goods will be equated
with the fair selling prices of similar goods produced
in Indis, you can slways impose an additional
burden on non-British imports. This can certainly
be done &8s long as the prices of imported British
goods are not substantially lower than those of
non-British goods of the same quslity, a condition
which is almost universally satisfied to-day.
But this involves, as we have always insisted, an
entire disregard of the interests of the consumer. The
result of the Ottawa agreement has been the impo-
gition of a burden on the consumer not called for by
the interests of Indian industry and we are afraid
that this burden on the consumer will never he taken
account of in gauging the possibilities of according
preference to U. K. manufacturers under the
supplementary agreement.

Article 3 further goes te specify that diffe-
rential marging established between the United
Kingdom and other countries’ goods shall not
be altered to the detriment of United Kingdom

! goods, the only exception allowed to this being an

overriding surcharge for revenue purposes. Thus
whatever the altered circumstances, once a certain
degree of preference is astablished in favour of U. K,
goods it must ever be maintained. While thus even
the degree of discrimination once granted to U, K,
cannhot be changed, Article 4 gives the right fo the
British Government to demand an enquiry under
changed conditions of the appropriateness of existing
duties according to the principle of discriminating
protection. The text of the agzreement -leaves defi-
nitely this impression that woile it contemplates thag
under changed circumstances a tariff more favourable
to U.K, producers may come into operation, no
single concession now existing or to be obtained in
the future by them could, whatever the justifications
for such a step, bs ever reduced. Thus though it may
look at first glanee as if this supplementary agree-
ment did nothing but emphasize or underline the
principles ai the basis of the Otiawa sgreement, it
really amouunts on the part of the Government of
India to definite commitments toimportant principles
of policy in most wide and generalised forms. We
cannot see in anything that the Government of India
has been able to obtain in return or in any of the
experiences of India or other countries of the Empire
under Ottawa any justification for such an important
step.

We may under the circumstances be justified if
we read & somewhat sinister pulitical move behind
this agreement. 'The character of the safeguards thak
the British commercial interest- have been able to
obtain in the Joint Parliamentary Committee's
report are well-known. It is pernaps expected that
by the time that the Ottawa ngreement is due to ex-
pire the régime of these new safeguards will begin.
The definite commitment made in the supplementary
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agreement would then be meant to guarantee that the
newly elected Legislative Assembly should not upset
the struocture of Ottawa or take any decisions in the
realm of poteotionlst or preferentinl polioy which
would even temporarily embarrass British interests,
The egreement s thus perhaps meant ¢o

cut the ground from under the feet of
the new Assembly. But possibly there lies

even a deeper design behind. Under the proposed
safeguards of the new constitution it lies in the
power of the Governor-General to prevent anything
done which unduly disoriminates against British
interests,. The phragse is necessarily vague and
Ottawa and the new agreement give definite meaning
to It. If the present Indian Government is supposed,
beoause of the great benefits conferred on Indian produ-
oers of raw materials by the agreement, to willingly
make ocertain conocessiong to United Kingdom it is

obvious that any move which disturbs these establi-
shed principles later on could be interpreted as being
unduly discriminating against that couniry. The
oconstrugtion may look far-fetched; but the
proved foresightednesa of the ever-awake British
industrialists leads us to believe that it alona can
explain their mnxiety over this agresment, The
agroement is primarily meant to commit us for ever
to certain definite principles of policy. That is the
renson of its generaliped oharsoter and seeming
harmlessness. In our eyes that is really what,
ought to make it universally condemned. A
particulaz concession for a short period may infliot
temporary loss; but a commitment of poliey of this
nature, especially in view of whal is in atore for
us undex the new constitution under the guise of
safeguards, can only be regarded as suicidal.

LAND MORTGAGE BANKS IN BOMBAY.

HE Report of the Committea appointed by the
Government of Bombay to consider the question
of development of land mortgage banking with

s view to reileve agrioultursl indebtedness has just
been published, In view of the fact that the Com-
mittee was appointed to exemine a very pressing
problem, conditions for the sclution of which are mosé
ripe just now, it 18 a pity that as much as & year and
a quarter should have been spent in deliberation
alone. It is to be hoped that Qovernment will not
spend unnecessary time over further cogitation of the
unanimous recommendations made by the Committee,
If the proposed mortgage banka are to be successful
they should be started as early as possible, even
without waiting for the new finamoial year fo
oomrmenoe.

The genesis of the question which the Committee
was appointed to examine is well-known. Owing to
the mixing up of short term with long term lending,
and especially owing to the precipitate movement of
prices during the last few years it was found im.
possible in most parts of the Presidency to recover
the outstanding dues from members of co-operative
gocieties. It was geon that the fluctuations of business
and the long-term use of loans eould not be taken
account of by the ordinary oco-operative societiea
which borrow short, and hence must confing their
lending to equally shor perlods. The oo-operative
Round Table Conference which met in Poona in June

" 1933 referred the question of starting Land Mortgage

- Banks, to take over the long term obligations of egri-

- oulturists, to a committes presided over by Mr,

" Punjabee, the Reglstrar of Co-operative Societies and
oonsisting of other experienced co-operators and
bankera, ,

The Committee unanimously recommend that it
is not only feasible but eminently desirable to extend
the system of Land Mortgage Banking. The outlines
of their scheme are obviously determined after a good
deal of oareful thought and as far as any organisa-
tion can be proof sgainet financial failure their
suggestions might claim to be so. In fact the most

gtriking feature of their scheme is the large number of
precautions taken to avert the possibility of finanoial
embarrassment for the new banks, It is proposed that
a separate Central Land Mortgage Bank should be
started for the Presidency. The shares of this bank
might be takem up either by individuals or by co-
operative banks, The Central Bank will, as and when
necessary, issue debentures which will be guaranteed
by Government. The Bank itself will not make loans
oxcept through primary Land Mortgage Banks and
the loans shall not usually be for a longer period than
twenty years nor as a rule for a bigher amount than
Rs. 10,000, The profits of the bank sghall not exceed
614/, and shall not be distributed until half the
amount is carried to a regserve fund. .

Special importance is attached to assessment of
credit-worthiness whioh dspends in a large measure
on the valuation of assets. With a view to making thia
process a8 efficient and independent as possible it is
recormmended that the services of competent valuation
officers should be made available by Government free
of charge, at least for the firat three years. It is fur-
ther 1aid down that at least twice the amount of the
loan should be taken as mortgage mecurity., Perio-
dical revaluation, once in three years at least, and
the demand of further security if necessary are also
provided. The list of purposes for which loans are to
be made includes the following : redemption of land,

‘improvement of land or cultivation, purchase of oostly

plant or machinery, liquidation of old debts and pur-
chase of new lands for the purpose of sonsolidation
or improvement. In oases of misapplication of loans
they are liable to be recalled. It is further proposed
that the land held in mortgage should be liable to be
sold without the intervention of Courts, in oases of
default,

No loans .are to be sanoctioned except by the
Countral Bank. It is expected that in view of Govern-
ment guarantee and the generally sound nature of the
proposed organisation tho yates at whioh the Central
Mortgage Bank will be able to raise debenture capital
will not be high, particularly at the present time.

«
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With a view further to reduce the effective rates at
which évert in the initisl stages £hé borrowers will
get theif Jodna it is vedomimended that Government
should ihaké 8n annual contribution of Ra, 10,000
towards the expenses of the Bank. With the chieap and
1ong dated loans thab the new banks will bring to the
landowners it is expocted that fhe better sort among
them will be securely stabilised. Espeoially tha good:
offioes of the Mortgage Banks in decuring & substyns
tia Ireduction of the eash obligations of landowners by
compounding with present creditors are expeoted to
achisve a substantial rolief of agricultural indebied-
ness, which was the principal piirpose of the appoint-
ment of the Committee.

It must be admitted that go far.as they go, the
recommendations of the Cormmittee are well designed
and sound, Government should lose no time in giving
effect to them. The accommodating mood of the pre-
gent creditors and the exceptionally low rates of
interest are factors which will deteriorate with the
passage of time, as prices and general busitiess con-
ditions begin to look up. In this respect the success
of the proposed banks would have been more assured
if the prospect of direct Government initiative and
assistance in the matter of debt coneiliation had been
real. This is a matter which did not £all within the
immediate field of the Committes"s recomnmendations
but the Government itself before ik takes action will
be well advised in taking some steps in this direction,
Another feature of the proposed scheme which calls
for some comment i8 the provision of the future
ourrent and shork term oredit needs of the members
of the mortgage banks, Membership of TLand
Mortgage Banks is clearly incompatible with
membership of ancther credit asscoiation based on
unlimited lisbility. Will the personsl credit of the
Yorrower be enough to secure for him easy and ade.
quate credit for short term purposes ? If not is there
pot reason to fear that the difficulties in this feld
might accamulate so fast as to embarrass the agricul-
turist? Cannot the land morigage banks themselves
provide for a department in which shorf term credit
might be dealt with ?

At their best the proposed Land Mortgage Bapks
will be able to assist only a fraction of the agricunl.
tural population. Those who are most in need of
asgistance will not be able to satisfy the stringent
conditions rightly Iaid down for the operations of the
mortgage banks. _
tance at the hande of the state fa called for in these
lese fortunate cases. The Committes has not exagge-
rated the situation when they observs that in case the
present opportunity is missed “ the pressure of debts
may grow fo such an alarming extent that it may
lead to agrarian discontent and may shake the foun.
dations of rural economy.” This caution applies to
that part of the rural populstion that is beyond the
pale of likely membership of the Land Mortgage
Banks even more intimately than to the more favour.
-ad gections of egriculturists, The initiation of the

pew institutions, instead of being an isolated measurs,
-ought to be undertaken as part of a comprehensive
poliey of rural rehabilitation and agrarian reform,

£ aar s shu

A more positive and direct agsis. |

f

MR. WHITTY'S SORRY PERFORMANCE.

HAVING been foiled in their attempts to beat up
. non-officfal support for the report of the Joint

. Belect Committes, the Government are Bppa~
rently thrpwn back on the resoursefulness of their
own officials to aot ag its propagandiats. In some
provinoes, e.g. in Madras, explioit instructions to thia
effect are reported to have gone cut from the head-
querters, It is by no meansan easy task which the
Government have set to their subordinates, the de-
fence of the indefonsible. Last week’s oration of Mr,
Whitty, acting Governor of Bikar and Origan, is a
cese in point, The burden of his song was an appeal
to the people of this oountry not to rejeot the schome
out of hand but to work it with & view to meking it
yield the best possible results,

Why ? Because, he said, if Tndia were to non-
co-operate with the new constitution, it will only stir
up ill will, I{ is too early yet to say whather any
political party will go #he lergth of boyootting the
legislatures in order to mark its sense of keen dis-
approval of the proposed constitution, That apart, the
poink to be noted is that Mr, Whitty is keen apon the
avoidance of ill will. His object, laudabls as it un-
questionably is, would howaver be more effectively
served if he pleaded with bis own countrymen holding
the springe of power inEngland in favour of the
grant to Indis of & more generously conceived oonsti-
tutional scheme. It is really the offer of a niggard-
1y messure of reform based on the distrust and sugpi-
cion of Indians that has crepted all the wide-spread

" dissatisfactfon and discontent which Mr, Whitty in

common with others ‘deplores so much. But there
is little doubt the situation would assume s more
hopeful aspeot if the British QGovernment could be
persuaded to fransfer real power into Indian hands
rather than meking a show of doing so, which is
what the J, P. C. scheme is universally and with
good reason belisved to be designed to do.

Mr. Whitty himself must be regarded as sharing
the Indien view of the J.P.C. scheme at loast to
gome extent, for hoe too does not seem bo regard it

; demooratic in the sense that it confers on the

people of India real power to order their affairs aceord-
ing totheir will and pleasure. Else it is difficult to
account for the twist he tried to give to the
well-understood definition of democracy. Democracy,
as every school boy knows, is government of the
people by the people and for the people. In other words,
a people claiming to be democrationlly governed
must have at their command the means of making
their will in regard to national affairs effactive.
Mz, Whitty is too shrewd not to see that under the
proposed acheme it is exacily this vary power which
has been kept away from the Indian people and safely
deposited -with his own oountrymen. He therefore
sought to solve the riddle by making us believe that
all that demooracy aims at isto provide the people
concerned with the constitutional means, not of mak-
ing their wishes prevail in the first and last resort as
Wwo have been taught to believe, but of merely making
those wishes known, From their being thus made
known to their fruitiot is, according o Mr. Whitty,
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“but & short step. Whoever ¢lse may be taken in by Mr
Whitty’s ingenious definition: of demoocracy, it can
makeé no impression whatever on the people of India
-who know to their cost how even under the existing
order of thinga under which thera is no lack of oppor-
tunities for making popular wishes known, their satis-
faotion & a painfully slow process, What India
desires is not opportunities for discussing popular
grievances but the power to set them right without
reference to an outside authority, Can Mr. Whitty
honestly say that this will be possible under the new
regime ?
A DEMOORAT,

Owr London t‘_gltm.

(BY AIR MAIL. )
{ From Our Correspondent.)
London, 4th January,

INDIAN LIBERAL DISPLEASURE,

THE attitude of the Servants of India Society and of
the Indian Liberal Fedaration has besn tole-
graphically reported, both by Reuter and by the
-special ocorrespondenfs, together with summaries

of Mr, Kungru's presidential address and speeches in
-support of the main resolution of the Federation by
Mr, Bastri and Sir Chimanlal Betalvad. Whilst
‘thers ars no illusions hera as to the meaning of the
Liberal reactions to the reforme proposed in the
Roport, there is no disposition in the Presa generally
to take & tragic view of the news that both the Ser-
vanta of India Soociety and the Indian Liberals, as a
whole, find the new Bcheme of oconstitutional pro-
posals unaoceptable, It is generally recognised that
with the Congress having taken s strong stand
against the reform proposals, it would have been diffi-
oult, if not impossible, for the Libsrals to have done
otherwiee. This point of view is put by the fairly
sympathetic Spectator as follows :—“ It must be
remembered that the Liberals, who have often besn
-charged with an undue subservienoe in relation to the
Government of India, and an undus subordination
of nationalist agpirations, can least afford to declars
approval of the reforms.” Indeed, in his broadecast
'on Tuesdsy, Sir Samuel Hoare expressly stated
that widespread denunojations of the raforms from
Indian politioal parties had been fully anticipated
axd one drew the deduotion that they had conge-
quently been already discounted. )
Almost alone the New Siatesman to.day submits
-gnother point of view, namely, that the Liberal
meetings at Poona have rendered it olear that * this
Constitution has no Indian supporter, save the more
oonservative of the Muslims, the great landlords, and
some of the Princes.” Hence the paper suggests that
the present proposals, which the Spectalor urges should
be firmly pre.sed on with, are in effect “ an impossd
Conatitution.” But thers is, of course, nothing new
in this. Presumably fow people in India at any
time imagined that the new Constitution couid, by

any stretoh of language, be desoribed as an agreed |

one, The maximum, that might have besn haped,
had thinge gone reasonably well, would have heen &
tolerated Constitution and the only question is the
extont to which toleration will proceed as the propo.
~pals when east into final shape, are studied on their
-merits, and in the light of a constitution that is abouk
o be brought into operation and will bave to be

worked. Telegrams in to-day’s Times seem to indi-
cate that there will be in practice a larger amount of
toleration than recent public statemsnts in the Con-
gress camp or on Liberal platforms suggest. Natura- '
1y a great deal s going to depend upon the oiroums:
stances that will prevail, both in India and thig "
country, when the new constitution comes into
opsration, ‘ . '
POLITICAL UNCRERTAINTIES

No one, of course, oan say with any oer-
tainty what Government here will have imposed"
upon it the duty of setting the Constitution into.
operation, I notice that so intelligent and well
informed mn observer as Commander Stephen Kings
Hall, whoge work. at the Royal Institute of Interna~
tional Affairs has borne mueh fruit, anticipates that
the general elestion will fall this year, and that it
will result in & viotory of the National Government’
with a majority of about filty. Whether or not this
forecast will be verified, and even supposing that &
Labour Government takes offioe, its duty will be to
support the Governor-General and the Governors in-
ensuring their constitutional responsibility for main-
taining law and order. Mr. Lansbury, at the India
Loague meeting the other day, was quite explicit on
this point. Any British QOabinet, ton, would be-
strictly held, whatever the ocomposition of Parlia- °
ment, to gupport the Governor-Ganeral and the
Governors in the due exercise of their particular
rights and special responsibilities in the event of a-
crisis, either at the C:ntre or in any Province,

BRITISH CRITICISM,

It is important to remember, too, the true nature
of the criticism that arises on this side regarding the
attitude of the Iadian nationalists, Ik was orystal-
lised by Mr. Lansbury himself, the other day, when
he said that the Labour Party did not know what
Indien nationalists wanted ; all they knew was what -
Indian nationalists, with different notea of emphasis,.
agreed they did not want., Sir Samuel Hoare in his-
broadeast put the matter slightly differently when
he remsarked that no alternative proposals had come-
from India which would not make the diffioulties
of administration during the transitory period now
about to open graver than they would be under the-
(Government's proposals. That view will probably
be endorsed by the vast majority of people in this.
country, who .will take their criticisms from the ex-
perts whom Sir 8amuel quoted as being on his side.
It is of wvery liitle use, the British onlocker would.
urge, to say, as gome Indian nationalists have done,

“that there is an underlying unity in India of & nuch’

more permanent character than the present external
divergenocies, That kind of argument, whatever
weight it may carry in India, carries absolutely none
here in the absence of common agreement in India
upon such an important issue, for example, as that of
communsal relations, The memory of the abortive
Nehru agresment, some years ago, which it had been
hoped might ba reached at the All-Parties Con.
ference, has been revived by a racollaction of the
circumstances in which the Communal Award had to
be made, and of the angry reoriminations that have.
arisen sinoe the Poona Pact was agreed $0.

One other thing should bs noted. Sir Samuel
Hoare was speaking with a profound understanding
of the realities of British politiosl conditions, when,
on‘the 10th December, in moving the official resolu-
tion in favourof the Bill based upon the Majority Re-
port, he warned his Indian hearers that, if these pro-
posals failed to reach the Statute Book this year,
there would ba o prospect for many years to come of
Parliament being able or willing to deal vgith the
Indian constitutional problem. I domot think that
gufficient note was taken in India at the time of thia
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pronouncement, or of the most significant fact that it
failed to provoke any note of protest from the Opposi-
tion benches, Itis generally recognised that, how-
ever its sympathies may lie, no Labour Government,
even if it should attain power as well as office, in the
pear future, would be able to find the time or the
opportunity, even if it had the will, to force through
Parliament a new Constitution for Indis, substanti-
ally in advance of the one now proposed. In any
case, a3 Mr. Lansbury hss plainly intimated, a
Labouar administration would wait until it was told
authoritatively what India wanted before it made up
its mind whether to do anything, and if so what to
do for India,

FUTURE PROSPECTS.

It must therefore be realised that the only
slternative to the proposed Constitution for an in-
definite period to come is the retention of the present
Constitution, with all its limitations and defects, and
with the prospect that all chance of an All-India
Federation united for common purposes, with a pro-
spect of enlargement of thoge purposes, would have
disappeared for a very long period shead. These
geem to me at any rate to be the basic facts of the
situation here, and it is a duty imposed upon any
responsible correspondent to place them upon record,
in order that Indian opinion may be guided in the
formulation of iks views by reference to these facts.
I believe that they would be subscribed to by most
objeotive observers in this conntry who have taken
trouble to analyse the political situation here and the
probable line of political development with any
degree of dstachment. It is, of course, certain that
another get of facts exists in India, It is by an
understanding of the facts of either side thaf the
inter-actions between the two points of view can
best be understood and interpreted. It is to be hoped
that the nationalist leaders of various party group-
ings in India will be taking mll reasonable opportu-
nities of keeping the British Press correspondents
there in constant and adequate touch with the Indian
viewpoint, in order that those correspondents may be
in a position to reflect that opinion in their despatches
home. This process of mutual education should be
produciive of nothing but good to both sides, and it
;hould help to remove asperities and misunderstand-
nge.

THE INDIA BROADCASTS,

I have already referred to Sir Samuel Hoare's
broadeast on New Year's Day, in the India Constitu-
tion seriess He will be replied to to-night probably
by Major Attlee. 8ir Samuel’s main purpose, of
oourse, was to indicate that the great bulk of expert
opinion is on the Government’s side, and that the
Churchillites were proposing something that would
neither work nor had any alfernative attraction, His
secondary purpose was to arouse a general desire in
the electorate, now that Parliament has expressed it-
self in favour of the main lines of the scheme, that
the Bill ehould be allowed to proceed as rapidly as
possibie through its various Parliamentary stages,
without obstructive tactics, on the part of the die-
hards, which would only have the consequence of
preventing the Government from proceeding with
those schemes of domestioc reform to whioch they are
committed. It was quite an astute appeal, which,
however, is likely to fall on deaf ears so far as the
diehards are concerned. Doubtless the Government
hope that the pressure of opinion in the industrial con-
gtituencies will help them to create some kind of feel-
ing of unrest in the diehard constituencies which
are ordinerily not situated in industrial areas,

GENERAL SMUTS AND MR, ANDRWES,

A few days ago & Communist paper, in London,
published under various soareheadsan attack upon

] Communists address themselves.

Mr. C. F, Andrews, who was desoribed asa malisious-
go-botween bearing inspired messages from the-
British Government, conveyed through the medium
of their henchman, General Smuts, to Mahatma ..
Gandbi, with the objeot of inducing the latter to
aooept the proposed reforms, One would hardly have
imagined such a charge possible against so well-
known, so ‘honourable, so generous-hearted and:
innocent-minded a perason as brother Charlia Andrews-
were it not for the faot that it is a recognised
method of Communist propaganda to disparage and
cast suspicionupon public men in order to unsettle
the minds of those ignorant people to whom the:
It might not have-
been thought necessary to take serious notioe of a
charge coming from such a source, but for the fact
that, with variatione, it was repested this week by a
Sunday paper with a small circulation, whilst a rela-
tively innocuous paragraph aleo appeared in the Star.
Of eourse, nothing of the sort took place, end in any
event General Smuts, who has his own views, which-
are far in advance of anything that the Government
may propose, as was olear from his Dundee speech
was hardly likely to allow himseif to be used as a.
demi-official cat’s-paw, Gandhiji and Mr., Andrews.
have had a close perascnal touch with the General
for many years since the old South African days, and
the contact was renewed during Gandhiji’s visit to
Fngland in 1931. They bave naturally exchanged
ideas from time to ¢ime and General Smuts has him-
gelf made it clear that there was nothing surreptiti~
oug in the correspondence that has from time to time -
taken place between them of a purely personal
chatacter, and in the private oapacities of both
parties, CGleneral Smuts is far too experienced a.
statesman not to realise that a bad oconstitution is-
better than a worse one from his point of view, and
it was obvious that when his opinion was asked by
Mr, Andrews whather there was. any message that:
the General would like him to convey to the Ma~
hatma it was that the latter would co-operate in work-
ing the reforms whilst at the same time preparing for-
something of & more satisfying character in the.
future. There is no public man of any standing
anywhere in the Empire who, if he had been asked,.
would not have given similar advice, and indeed it.
is what the Labour leaders here have already done.

Reviews,

AGRICULTURE AS A FACTOR IN
PROSPERITY.

A PEOPLE'S CHARTER OR THE TERMS OF
PROSPERITY AND FREEDOM WITHIN
ACOMMUNITY. By A, H MACKMURDO.

( Williams and Norgate. ) 1933, 20cm, 270p. 6/-

THE revival of sgrioulture and placing it in the
position of importance which is its due in the nafional

economy in order to redress the disequilibrium ex--
isting in it at present is advooated in this book by
the suthor. The orisis in world economic affairs.
has brought one fundamental fact to the forefront. It.
has taught ue that each nation can be considered to.
have laid the foundation of its-economio prosperity

on & sound basis only when ita agricultural industry

iz developed as much as its manufacturing industry

and vice-versa. In that case the country will be able
to free itself from the consequences of changes in
world trade polioies and carry on an independent.
existence of ite own, In the times of economic nationa-
lism, this is the policy which alone will help.
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Mr. Mackmurdo therafore desires a national policy
in Britain to restora agriculture on the basis that
4 o nation that cannot feed itself ecannot remain
mistress of her own destinies,” - He prescribes as a
panaoen for all economioc illa the fixation of agri-
. eulture and agricultural produce as the physical
. basia of measurement of all values, The present
money basis of fixing values is arbitrary and useless
.-on aocount of the fluctuations in its value and efforts
. Ao far mada to stabilise it have been unsuccessful.
"This is the question of questions, and as the author
says, it iz a gquestion of choosing between the two
alternatives of natural and artificial factors for the

purpose.
1I1.

Mr, Mackmurdo follows thia thome through all
the atages of the economic proce:s, production, distri.
bution and exchange, and throughout his argument
is based upon the principle of national self-suffici-
oncy. As far as production is concerned, he says
that till now, it has been undertaken fora world
market ; but he wants that production should be
undertaken mainly with the home market in view.
And s0 also with regard to other branches of economic
aotivity, he desires that the ideal of national gelf-
sufficiency should be kept in wiew. Hoe realizes
that the main drawback of the present economie
system consists in its distributive side snd he
supports the socialist view thatsome take too mueh
and some too little out of the common stock, the
result of which is social disintegration. The principle
ont which the distributive system should be based is
that seourity for the man and security for the com-
munity that maintains the man shall be a matter
not of oaprice but of scund adjustment.

In order to bring about this state of affairs Mr,
Mackmurdo advoeates the public control of production,
for unregulated competition in production is at the

- bottom of our econcmie troubles, Unemployment
among the workers which is brought about by thig
is & national loss, for it reduces the demand for the
articles und therefore causes overproduction. On the

same prineiple he also supports the dole, beosuse |

“the unemployed are not responsible for their un-
employment and the community is responsible both
for their adequate maintenance and for their re-
-employment, -

The raison-de-etre of Mr, Mackmurdo's theory
on which he bases all his suggestions is that the total
wealth created is equal to the value of ‘the total food
oonsumed.’ Wealth oreation can take place not only
when there is suffioient food, but it will also be in pro-
portion to the botal food consumed, s food alone is
the active energy producer. The mathematioal preci-
sion of the formula may ba in doubt, but the -fun-
damental truth underlying the analysis cannot be
gainsaid and should rightly form the basis for the
odering of the economio system of the future. Mr,
Mackmurdo's theory may be atated in his own words
-as follows :—

“We are all the victims of a system now
breaking down because of its maladjustment to
permanent human needs, These latter needs
which oannot be set aside demand a continual
readjustment of human power to an increased
mechanioal power., To make every use of
mechanioal aida 1s an advantage to the general
welfare, But unless we organize the productive
capaoity of the nation so that the increase of
machinery is balanced by a reduction of haman
labour all round, social and economio disaster
must result. ™ -

Mr, Maekmurc]o hea added some chapters at the

end of the book on general topics like ‘democracy’,
‘electoral reform’ and so on, in which he givesya
practical demonstration of how his principles can be
coneretised. The chapter on “Electoral Reform™ writ-
ten in 1910 isan index of how. twenty-five years ago-.

| the author thought of the necessity for an oscupa-

tionai franchise based upon the representation of
professions which is very much similar to the guild
socialism of Graham-Wullas and others. Lastly, there
is the ohapter on "Economics in a nutshell * in whish
he ugefully summarises the various views urged
by him in the course of the book. On the whole, the
book isa welcome contribution to the theory and
practice of economics and contsing the basic prinoi-
ples on which a stable economic system could be
built uvp under present-day conditions.

C. V. HANUMANTHA RAO,

HISTORY OF GOLCONDA.

QUTBSHAHI OF GOLCONDA IN THE SEVEN-

TEENTH CENTURY. Ed. by VaAsUDEY C.

BENDRE, ( Bharat Itihass Samshodbak Man-

dal, Poona.) 1934, 158 + 203 pp. Rs. 4/—
THE present work, No. 39 in the ‘Own’ Seriea of the
B. I 8. Mandals, is another of the series of source
books which are & special feature of the historieal
publications of that learned body. The Mandala, as
ia woll known, does net so much concern itself with
the comapitation of literary history as it does with the
suthoritative supply of properly documented sources,
It has so far made very valuable contributions most=
ly to Maratha history and the present volume,
though dealing direct!y with the Qutbshahi of Gol-
conda, was selected for publication on acccunt of ils
bearing on the Suivaji period, L. e. on the latter half
of the seventsenth century. '

The book contains three different aocoungs ex-
tracted from the famous Mackenzie Colleotion, the
first and the last being copied {from the originai Mss,
whioch are in English. They refer respectively to
the history of a late revolution in the Kingdom of
Goloonda and give some account of Akanna and
Madannna, his Hindu ministers, The second extract
is & translation into English by the Editors of some
chapters from Hadiquat-ul-Alam, a Mss. preserved in
the Persian in the Mackenzie Collection, The ex-
tractas naturally vary in their reliability as is clearly-
pointed out by the editor and it is for the_ purpose of
estimating their real value and submittiog s tenta-
tive acconnt af the Qutbshahi itself ms placed to-
gether from these sources und others that he has sub-
joined & very scholarly Introducktion of about 158.
pages, . .

The Introduction is by no means taken up by the
mere elucidation and annotations of the text in the:
English sources. The editor has spent a goaél deal of
his time and energy on the more ambitious”¥ask of
presenting a general outline of the whole of the-
Qutbshahi period with a view to consolidating hia
studies in some definite form, that may ba of use to.
future researchers. Much of the history of the
Deccan is atill clouded by many inaccuruscies ag:'.l
misrepresentations, some of which have baen parti-
oularly mentioned eveu in the volums under’ re-
view and go far, a3 we know, there is no.relmbl&
source which may be honoured by beit_rg ‘Riven tt§&
high place deserved by any standard history in this
respect. History, in this as in many other instanoces,
is still in its formative period and. we shall not be
gurprised if it takes another twenty-five years before
we are able to say anything more definitely. Mr.
Beudre and the Mandsala are certainly to be congra-
tulated on being able to handle so neglected and yet
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so valuabie a Babject with so much authority and

detail. .

‘As matters stand, it would certainly be unscho-
larly, if not unkind, to judge some of the details even
in the editorial introduction by comparing them with
any available history as it is absolutely impossible
to gusrantee the veracity of any account that pro-
poses to deal with the history of the Qutbshahi.
Abstaining therefore from any comparison st present.
we welcome this contribution to the study of Golcon-
da History, which would have been better mervice
able if it had besn supplied with the necessary ap-
paratus of a detailed index and genealogioal tree.

D. V. KALE.

PUNJAB MARKET CONDITIONS.

MARKET PRACTICES IN THE PUNJAB.
Inquiry conducted by L. R. DAWAR. ( The
Board of Economic Inquiry, Punjab). 1934. 25¢m.
85p. As. 6/—

WRONG weightments, faulty maasuramanté, numer-

ous commissions, compulsory charity deduetions, |

allowsnces for dirt ‘and inferior quality, all these
take away a fair margin of the price of the commo-
dity which the agrioulturist has to sell. The artia—
the all-powerful man of the market—keeps him at
his entire mercy, and the poor producer thanks him
for his help snd returns home satisfied. He is got-
ting to know the truths of the market and the causes
of bis low realisation of commodity prices, but he is
helpless. The Royal Commission on Agriculture
realised the enormity of the préblem of marketing
and suggested aome improvements even in the last
decade. The machinery of Government moves but
slowly, and the ill-organised agricunlturists. have no
initiative to make new ventures. This booklet is
the result of a close study of merket econditions in
the Punjab, There is practically no regulation of
market practices, and no control of them. Though
astounding, it is the fact that only 507, of the pucca
and 127, of the kachcha weights are accurate, The
few attempis ab organising maerket committees have
failed. The Kachcha, the Kachcha-puoca, the Pucca
Artias, and the Dalals are the middlemen at whose
entire mercy the seliers and buyers stand. The two
.systems in vogue, that of open bids, and bids under
cover are described in detail with their relative
‘merits and demerits. The numerous deduoctions
which the seiler has to bear and the many inconve-
niences which he has to put up with are described,
-» The appendices are very useful. The comparative
study of market legislation in Bombay and Berar is
very helpful. This is & timely publication as both
the agriculturist and the Government realise the need
.for introdueing better methods of marketing to the
best advantage of the primary producer.

N.S. 8,

SHORT NOTICES.

LABOUR FACT BOOK Il. ( International Publi-
shers, New York. )1934, 20cm. 222p. §. 2.00.
THIS book.is the second of the series prepared by the

Labour Research Assoociation, New York, The latest }'

and most important facts covering the recent deve-
lopments in U. 8, A. are discussed in it,

The book is divided into nine chapters. The first
chapter deals with the present economic erisis in the
United States, The perpetual gap betwseen the pro-

-duotive power of the oapitalist' industry and the con-

suming power of the great masses of workers, the:-
mass unemplovment becoming a general and well--

- recognised problem long befors the present criais, the

effects of the war on American ‘industty, the course-
of international ‘investment going out from the

. United States estimated at $ 363 millions In 1928 -

alone, the banking orisis and various contradictions -

"in the present capitalist sooiety -are well described.

The second chapter deals with the various eapi-

‘talist measures itntended £6 overcome the crisis. The -

working of the N. L R. A., Roosevelt’s Railrosd pro-

gramme, Home-Owners Loan Act, and Federal Unem-

ployment Relief have been oriticised as measures of

indirect inflation transferring the burden of the crisis-
to the working olasses. More than 30 pe. of the -
nation’s productivity is idle pot because there is ne-
use for it but because of the system which produses

only for profit and not for consumption.

The miserable socisl and political poaition of the-
Negro worker, the Craft Unionism encouraged by the
American Federation of Liabour, the Minority Move~
ment in the American Trade Union ranks and the -
sad plight of the farmers are dealt with in the
following four chapters.

Tne remaining portion of the book is divided
into three parts, the first one dealing with Fascism in
varioue countries, the second one on War prepara~
tions and the last one on the Soviet Union.

Though the book is intended to be a propagandist
one, the prominent feature about the book is the
wealth of facts and figures quoted from authoritative
sources, This renders the book extremely useful as
a roference books, which should find a place in
every Trade Union Library.

V. V. GIRL

GOD, MAN AND SOCIETY. AN INTRODUC-~
TION TO CHRISTIAN SOCIOLOGY. By
V. A, DEMANT. ( Association Press, Calcutta. )-
1933. 20cm. 224p. 6/—

THIS book represents an attempt to *‘map out the field

of Christian Sociology.” It is written on the assump--
tions that “God has placed man in society and made

him in part 8 creature of naturs,” and that “because

man ig not merely a natural, nor even merely a social

being, and because ell his problems are the problems

of s creature with a spirituasl nature, no merely

sacular programme of social reform oan affect the-
foundations of social life.” The book is in many

ways a peychologioal study of the insanity of

modern society, and the author analyses this insanity

as being the result of the nations, having mistaken.
certain political and economic means to prosperity

a8 being ends in themselves, Man has in faot be--
come the slave of his own ingenuity, and society lies

stricken by its over-emphasis on “sttention to econo--
mic pain,” The vicious circle can only be broken

into from outside, by a power which is independent

of and above both the State and the social order, by

a power which is more than natural and right,.
because it isa power “ that is -supernatural and

divine.” The book is well documented and is worth .
study.

_OUTRm WALSH, C. P. 8, 8.

FARM ACCOUNTS IN THE PUNJAB, 1932-33..
By SARDAR KARTAR SINGH AND SARDAR
ARJAN SINGH. (The Board of Economic In--
quiry, Punjab.) 1934, 25 om, 266 p, Rs, 1-8-0,

THIS is the ninth publication of this series divided

into two sections; (1) farm accounis, (2) welk.
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-drrigation and tube well irrigation, Tube well
accounts are included in. this and its previous issue,
This years’ accounts. reveal a general rise.in the
price of agricultural commodities except gur and

: papeseed, and thiz has enabled- all the farms to work
without loss, The .higher .prices have inoreasad the
-expenditure, but even then the cultivator gets more

~than during previous years. In fact he has.lost

. coneiderably in the two preceding years. The tube
wells are yet failures, and electric pumping is costlier

rthan the Persian wheel both in initial outiay and
working expenses, Some of the semi-tenants get very

*low wages,

~meaintaining their livestock than on their families.

"Thetenant generally getsalow net income when com-
pared to the ]andlord. Water rutes are usually paid
by him, while the landlord paya the land revenue.

"The water rates, and the cost of maintaining livestack

rtake away a major portion of the tenant’s gross

:income, and Ieave only & bare margin for his
-gubsistence, Land revenus -and water-rates &re
~geparated in the oase of ocanal irrigated lands, and
-1and revenue is shown to be a minor portion of the
grosd and net incomens, Land and water are the two
- factora which the oultivator gets from the Govern-
-ment, and he pays for both of them to the Govern-
«ment. If the waler rate ir added to land revenue
- and the total shown in proportion to gross or nat
income it will reveal better the condition of the
voultivator in comparison with other tax-payers and
be more belpful to him for his own purposes. Again,
-depreciation and interest charges for livestock and
implements are included in expenditure but not
tintorest charges on general oxpenditure throughout

+the year, This is a considerable amount which.

: should not be left out of account. As usnal, the
: statement and the graph add tothe olear understand-
.ing of the boock which is a very useful one ko the
- gtudent of rural economios.

N.8.8.

.DANGER ZONE. THE STORY OF THE
QUEENSTOWN COMMAND., By E. KXEBLE
CHEATTERTON. (Rich and Cowan.) 1934, 25cm.
437p. 18/~

“WE have here a war book of intense interest written

by & well known writer on navsel topics. It deals

with the important and dangerous part played by the

‘Royal navy in the great war, the dangers it had to

“{ace and how it faced them, In particular, the book

~.conoerns itself with the activities of the Queenstown

naval command, which, by nature of its being expos-

. edto direct attaok by the Germana had to bear the -
brunt of the work of defence, Treated with something |-

-like a step-motherly affection by the high command,
the Queenstown naval guardsmen, inexperienced as
they were, showed remarkable pluck and eourags in
meeting the organised U-Boat campaign on the German

- side. The author describes the sircumstances in which
some of the important British steamers were -torpe-

-doed by the German submarines and the most
interesting acocount is of course that of the way in
whioh the s, s, Lusitania, one of the biggest steamers,
‘that ever strode aoross the Atlantio, met its end,

Mr. Eeble Chatterton next describes how the

- drooping spirita of the Queenstown naval guardsmen
waere revived by the appointment of Admiral Bayley
as the commander of the Queenstown naval station,

' The U-Boat oampaign is described in full and the
dispositions of the various fleets and ships and the
methods of attack and defenoe are enumerated with a
full kaowledge of naval warfare. As the war pro.
-oseded and when it was found that the unrelenting

-campaign of Germany extended to great lengths and.

without any heed to warnings that merchant shipping

The tenants have to spend more upon |

bslonging to neutrﬂ' countrieé should not be at'tack'ad;-

the U, 8. A. .extended. their haund of po-opertion in
a hearty manner to the British navy in comhating the
U-Boat attacks, The co-opsrative effort of the two

~

- e

fleets in the cause of the fresdom of the seas and the

| protection of trade is one of the interesting chapters .

of the story, which holds one’s attention throughount.

Mr. Cuatierton in the conciuding paragraphs relates
the crowning act of the co-operation between the

two floots when Sir Lowis Bayley was- puablicly -

honoured in New York for his efficient direction of

the united efforts of the two navies daring the years -

submarine attacks. :
G, V., HANUMANTHA RAO,

‘'SUSIE SORABJI. A MEMOIR. By CORNELIA
SoRABJ. (Oxford University Press.) 20om.
71p..3/8. - ‘

THE book was written “in response”, the author  says

* to the desire of pupils and friends in England, Indis, |
Canada and America, ™ It I8 a memoir of Miss -
Mise Susie was
Helena's School in Poona and
laboured in the ocausae of education for mearly forty

Sorabji written by her elder sister,
the founder of St

yeoars, She was always in the van where any move-

ment for the uplift of women was concerned. This

story of her life is written with deep affection and

much appreciation.” The first chapters describe her

oarly life in & very happy homse; the later ohapters
tell of Miss Susie’s work and of the growlh of St.
Helena's School. There are & number of exoellent

photographs. - : ;
E A G

THE MADRAS STATES DIRECTORY; 1934.,
761p.

(The Pearl Press, Cochin.) 1934. 35cm.
Rs. 5/—

THIS directory will serve as 8 guide and reference’

book to all those interested in the affairs of the
Madras States wiz, Travancore, Cochin, Pudu-
kotta, Sandur and Banganapaili. To commercial
and business men more particularly, this book will
be of great value inasmuch =28 it contains a }ist of the'
important trades in the States, There are good and
attractive illustrations and the directory Is well
got up. The information supplied seems to be’
up-to-date.

SRV
Wiscelluneons,

WOMEN & THE NEW CONSTITUTION.

A meeting of the represeniatives of the three women's
organisations viz, the All-India 'Women's Conference,
the All-India Women's National Council and the
Women's Indian Association was recently held at Delhi
for considering the J, P, C, report in 30 far as it affects
women. The following joint statement issued al the con-
clusion of the meeting embodies the views of the women's
organisations on the report:

[ E feel that the Joint Parliamentary Comi-
W mittee was animated by a gepuine desire to

, bring women in greater numbers on the
electoral rolls and to give them a definite place in the

egislature under the new constitution. For this spirit

1917-18 and for successfully’ resisting German -
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of s}nipathy with us and also for the unqualified re- |’

cognition of the part that women must play in the’
publjc life of the country, we place on record our
gincere appreciation. At the same time, however,
we feel constrained to express in no uncertain terms
our inability. to accept the recommendsations as they
stand for the following reasons:— :

We. olaim that. there should be a. declara..
tion of rights in which the removal of sex disabilities.
should be clearly  stated, -We draw.attention to the
faot that the word “sex’ has been omitted for eligi-,
bility for holding public offices., { see Paragraph 67,
Volume I, J. P. C.Report). While feeling, keenly
this omission as & grave ‘injustice to us despite our
repeated demands in this conneotion, we hope that the
ssme may even now be rectified.

FRANCHISE,

The greater number of women onfranchised
under the recommendations are going to be the wives
and widows of property-holders and to this number
have also been added the wives of men with military
service quslification and pensioned widows and
mothers of military officials and soldiers. .Qur
reasons for our strong objection to this method of
enfranchisement have been stated in clear language
on more then one occasion. They still hold good aund
we regret that despite our protest .a qualification
wholly unacceptable to us is being sought to be im-
posed on us. ' '

Woe reiterate our belief in an egquitable method
of election and attach equal importanee to the quality
as well as the quantity of wemen's votes. We object
strongly to the doubling of the vote for any vested in-
toresi a8 being againet all canons of justice for the
poor who constitute India's main population and
against all demooratioc principles. Wé agsin urge the
acceptance of our proposals for the introduction of
aduit suffrage, to begin with in the urban areas, for
purposes of increasing our electoral numbers,

ADMINISTRATIVE DIFFICULTIES.

In our opinion far too 'much weight has
from the oufset been laid on the administrative -diffi-
culties where women are concerned. This opinion is
practically strengthened by the number of purdah
women who went to the polls in the recent Assembly
elections, We protest strongly against the invidious
differentiation that has been mads between provinces
with regard to literacy and property qualifications,
The * application’ of the conditions and other details,
including the omission of wives and widows of those
holding educational qualification (if * wifehood * is
& qualification } is unreasonably persisted in.

‘We have not swerved from our conviction
that wo do not on prinoiple approve of reservation of
seats n the legislatures for ourselves or for any par-
tioular interest. Nevertheless, seeing that this
expedient may unfortunately be imposed on us during
the tronsition period, we deplore the entire omission
of women from the legislatures of several provinces
and the total exclusion, {or whatever reason, of the
women of the .North-West Frontier Provinece from
a]l oitizenship rights including franchise. We feel
very strongly that in the case of those provinces
where women may be said to be less vocal the exclu-
gion of their representatives from the legislatures
would constitute a grave omission and neglect of ihe
very cause for which we stand. ~ Wae also claim that
no disability should attach to women in any provinoe
that may be duly oreated.

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

SECOND CHAMBERS,

. If .certain selected provinces amre definitely
to be burdened with Seoond Chambers, we see n¢
resson whatscever why women should not be accord=
ed a definite place in all these as well as the Couneil
of State. We regard ‘it as our inherent right and

- must therefore protest against this omission.

. With Lord Lothian, we are ‘unrepentant
believers in the system of direct election’and we,
therefore, object with all possible emphasis to indirect
election at any time or for any one, We refuse like-

- wise to accept nomination to the legislatures.

. We urge that the disqualification of can-
didature should not follow on conviction for criminal
offence involving » sentenoce of imprisoniment exceed-
ing one year where such offence does not involve

| any moral turpitude. ( See Paragraph 77, Volume I,

J. P. C. Report.)”
CONCLUSION.

While mentioning the above details, we wish
to make it quite olear that even if we had secured or
secure for ourselves all that we had wished for or
wish to secure and if at the same time we felt that
the recommendations as a whole were not in the true
interests of India, we would, ag women and natural
guardians -of the future generations, feel it our boun-
den duty to deny all epecinl privileges for ourselves
for the sake of the common good, In the light of the
general oriticisms of the report we know that the
recommendations are not acoeptable to all shades of
representative opinion in the country. Wae, therefora,
join in this widespread protest and still hope against
hope that such a new constitution may eventually be

.created as will meet with general approbation,

BOOKS. RECEIVED.
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