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THE As.~1U Politio,,\ Conference held last week 
and presided over by Mr. B. O. Goswami is the latest 
to join In the' universal ohorus of oondemnation of 
the Joint Select Committee's report. It bas branded 
the report a8 "unaoceptable" Bnd charaoterised it as 
"highly disappointing Bnd nnaatisfaolory", due t.l 
tbe fact that it falls "far sbort of the united demands 
and aspirations of the people of India." . .. . 

IN taking this view of the report, the Conferenoe 
followed the lead given to it by its president in his 
inaugural addresB. Both he and the Ohairman of the 
Reoeptlon Committee agreed in regarding the report 
B8 being even more reaotionary than the Wbite 
Paper. It had sometimes been said In dsfence of tbe 
~. P. C. report that though the proposed constitutional 
soheme was replete with safeguards and restriotions 
of al\ Borts it was really designed to lead India even
tually to the goal of Dominion Status. Mr. Goswami 
is very far from sbaring this view. On the contrary 
h. thinks th"t the numerous additions to lafeguards 
and special responsibilities which the Committee 
had made tend to make suoh measure of responsibi
lity as Is offered wholly illusory. To him as to most 
Indiana it is inoonoeivable that the operation of 

".-~-

'the proposed oonstitution can ever oulminate in'Indi"", 
; being raised to the status of a Bell-governing: 
, dominion.. 

• • • 
FOR his part Mr. Goswami would have prefened' 

a federation of 'the British Iliilian provinces as,,' 
preliminary to the wider one with the Indian Stato&_, 
He would be in no hurry to promote a federation 91: ' 
British India with the States till the, latter had!' 
unanimoasly agreed to join it and till their subjeots
were allowed a voice in the manage'nent of theit-
affairs apparently Buoh as is allowed to the:· 
people in the neighbouring British Indian pro': 
vinoes. In giving expression to these views., Mr. 
Goswami. we doubt not. was voicing,a large volume 
of Indian opinion wbich would not shed &tear.Jf'the-. 
pl"Ilsent federal p1an is a!tog.ther dropped~ 

... .. ' .. 
, Firing at Ajra. 

HAPPENINGS of a tragio character occuued, ,J""t" 
week at Ajra i11 Iohalkaranji Jahagir. a feudatory of 
Kolhapur State. It would appear fTom' press' reports, 

, that there wa. some dispute betwe~n the Jabagir' 
authorities and the local Muslims over some sandal
tree~ whic"h tbe l"tter seem to' Iiave unauthorisedlY
planted in their oemetery. The m'amla'rd'o~ of' :,!jra._ 
visited the place for the purpose. it is said, of prepar ... · 
ing a report as to the oircumstanoes in which the, 
plantation oame to be mad.; but his visi$ was mis-
understood hy the Muslims as being undertaken with, 
the purpose of uprooting the trees. It seemB the
Jahagir offioials al80 wanted to arre.t the ofl"ending 
Muslims; but their attempts to oatch hold of theIq' 
were violently resisted by the mob which seems to
have numbered ahout 150, Dearly half the Muslim 
population of Aira. 

* * • 
IT was in these ,oircumstances that firing waB re-, 

sorted to, only 88 a last resort and after due warning 
had heen given. Even so, tbe heavy oasuaHies, nine 
dead and about thirty wounded. point to tbe conolu
sion of its not having been properly oontrolled. if in
deed it was not exoessive. Whatever that be, the publio 
demand for an independent Inquiry into those deplo
rable happeningB appears to be irresistible. The 
rule that every oase of firiog should be followed by 
an independentiuquiry which is generally observed 
in British Iodia is a wholesome one and deserves r"P-" 
plioation even to Indian St"te.. Our experienoe of 
inquiries in regald to tbe reosn! oase8 of firing in 
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Kapurthsla aud Rampur point to the determinatlo~ of . 
the Paramount Power not only .to enforce thie rule in 
the case ot Indian States and to set up such inquiries 
on foot without avoidable delay but to see that the 
deliberations of euch oommittees oome to as speedy 
an end as possihle. We .trust the publio will not be 
long kept in suspense about the. personnel of the 
eommittee to inquire into the happenillgs at Ajr •• 

" " " 
Gammon Roll in Kenya. 

.AJI, is well known, the Indian community in 
Kenya is opposed on priuciple to the institution of a 
separate register of Indian voters. So deep-seated is its 
averoion til tbe oommunal roll that for some time it 
preferred to remain unrepresented in the locallegie
Iature rather than avail itself of such hateful electoral 
arrangements. Having however realised the harm 
which suoh non-co.operation wrought to Indian 
interests, it decided last year to enter the KllDya 
legislature even under the existing rellime, highly 
unsatisfactory as it. doubtless is. This change 
in its attitude does by no means presage the abandon
ment by it of its fight for a common rolL Far from 
it. Ita attaohment to the ideal of the oommon roll 
;is firm and unshakeable. How strongly it feels on tbe 
point will be olear from the observations of Mr. 
Pandya in his presidential address to the thirteenth 
~ession of the East Afrioa Indian National Congress 
held at Mombassa during Christmas last. Said he : 

We have Buffered greatly and have offered large saori
fices for the sake of our ideal and although we have not 
been sucoessfu1. from the pOint of view of the Indian Gom
munit,. I think DO .aoriBol ia too great to aohieve this 
ideal. because it is our honest and ainoere belief that the 
only solulion 01 man:r of our politioal diffioallie. and 
man, of the evil. from whioh this our adopted oountry il 
aufferiDllies in the praotioal application of tbe ideal of 
oommon roll and oommon citizenship carrying 'with it the 
aanse of oomlDon responsibility for the progreasive dave .. 
lop men' and prosperity of the oountry whioh is. &I!I muoh 
our home al that of our other fellow·aolonists. .. .. .. 

European Demand for responsible government. 

.' . ,' . .... 
l J.l.NUi.RY17, t93l;. 

place them in a. position to oontinue tbeirex?iolta
tion of the Colony without any serioua challellR8 
from any quarter. It is to. be fervently hoped thac 
the Impari,"" Government will possess the strength. 
to resilt suoh a selfish. move on their part. . " . 
--And Financial Control. 

AS for the 'other demand of the Europeans viz. 
for the.' financial oontrol of the Colony being 
vested il1 themselves, Indian sentiment in Kenya i~ 
found foroibly expressed in the following resolution 
passed by the Congress. The resolution says: 

(al Tbe Indian Oommunlty IIrmly belle.... Ihal no 
leotion of the Non .. European oommanit;isl of Kenya baa 
oonfidenoe in the financial ability, experience and wi.dom 
dioplayed by the Ellropean Eleoled Membor. In Iho PMI 
and thallhe Benoral polioy PlJrlUed a. a reoull of the 
influenoe eseroised by them. over tb, finanoes of the oauntr,. 
heretofore illarg81., responsible for the prellsnl finanoial 
orilia and the deliberate program.me of ODe-aided Oolo~al 
development to the negleDt of the interests 01 the other 
seotlonl of the population. 

(bl While holding thaillnanoial oonlro\ b, an Unoffi· 
oia) Majority.in the Legislative Counoil oODalituhd in a 
manDer wbioh would adequately and .ffeatively repr,aent 
and safeguard the interelts of all tax-payer. i8 a lound 
prinoiple. this Congress views with alarm and perturba
tion the typo of oonlrol demandod by Ih. EurOPean mem
ber. whioh, in the opinion of thl. Oongress. "m be dis".
trona to the interest. of the Don-European tax-pa.,erl. 

This conglell ii, therefore, Btrongly opposed to any 
ohange in the present flaanoialoontrol by the uaomoial 
majority until the Oommon Roll II e.l"bU.h.d and th. 
Legialative Oounail is 10 oODstituted as to full., reprelent 
intere.t. of all inhabitants of the Oolony. 

" .. * 
Compulsory Voting. 

WITH a continuous lowering of the franchise, 
the oomplaint is very of teD heard that eleotionl, 
whether to local bodies or to legislatnres, are beoom
ing prohibitively oostly save to those baoked up by 
the powerful support of a popular organisation like 
the Congress. If suooess at elections is to depend 
largely UPOD wealth, the outlook must indeed be said 
to be gloomy. For in suoh a state of things it would 
not be the most public-spirited or even the most 
qualified but those oommanding the means to .win 
eleotions, with whom our local and legislative bodies 
would be filled. It is no wonder if at the hands of such 
representatives publio weal does not always recein 
primary oonsideralion. In the oase of some who have 
undergone considerable expense for their eleotion, 
there is also the danger of their fslling a prey to 
the temptation of recompensing themselves, while 
in office, by dishonourable means. . .. 

THE European Colonists in Kenya have, it may 
be 'recalled. latterly revived their old agitation 
for the grant of responsible government to Kenya. If 
the agitation was meant to benefit the whole popula
tion of the Colony. nobody would have any rillht to 
~avil at it. But the responsible government the Kenya 
Europeans are striving for is meant only for their 
own benefit. Of this no more convincing proof is 
needed than is furnished by the proceedings of their 
unofficial oonference held last July when not only 
this demand but one for the vesting of the financial 
oontrol of the Oolony in the hands of Europeans was 
strongly put forward. These preposterous demands 
are naturally opposed with equsl, if not greater, 
strength of feeling by the Indian community whloh THE remedy has been suggested by the Confer
rightly ~akes its stand on the deolaration of policy enoe of offioe-bearers of local bodies in C. P. and 
made by the Imperial Government in 1930. In the Berar recently held at Raipur under the presidency 
Kenya White Paper issued by them in that yea.r of R"o Bahadur .N. K. Kelkar. It is to make it 
it was definitely laid down that, .. The goal of statutorilY obligatory on the voler to exerciee his 
the oonstitutional evolution . in Kenya, as else- right to vote. It ie diffioult to say how far the 
where, is admittedly responsible Government by remedy is praotioable in onr existing oonditions. 
a ministry representing an electorate in whioh But if it could -be . enforoed it should result in 
'every seotion of the population ·of Kenya finds bringing eleotion within the power of persons of 
accurate and effeotive voice and that the esta- moderate means by effeoting a oonsiderable redua
bUshment of a oommon roll with aD equal fran- tion in election expenses. For. when the ,!oters 
"hise of oivilisation or eduoatlon charaoter is the. are legally bound to go to the poll oandldaces 
objeot to be aimed at and attained." It ie howeveJ;' may ordinarily be expeoted not to put themselves 
not this sort of responsible government that the Eu- to the expense of arranging conveya~~es for them. 
·~opeans want. Wha.t they have set their heart upon I Though this is now legally prohibited it dD!'s, 
.is a system of government which will make the non- as is a matter of commo?knowledg~. form qUite 
-offioial EuropeanB the virtual rulers of Kenya and a large item in a oandldate's election expenses_ 
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When noo.att.ndaoc ... t the polling booth would be 
an offence In the eye of th,; law,' it, Is reasonable to 
suppose tbat the g.neral tendenoy among oandidates 
would be to inaur no expense on the votsr.' eonvey
a"tIe~' Aliover-zealouiloaodidatllJOighl even then 
be found to b. taking hi. votere to tb. polling booth 
in hi. own or his friends' Oars whioh is now allowed. 
But h. would b. an exception rather than th ... rule. 
From the point of view of eliminating even Buch 
exc.ptlonal cases would it tiot b. b.tt.r 
not to .top short at m.r.ly throwing the legal obli
gation to vole on Ihe vot.r but to aocompany it by 
an expr.ss prohibition to make use of oth.r p.ople's 
oonveyances for the purpos.? Exc.ptions to cover 
really hard ca... of old and d.or.pit voters or of a 
oonv.yance-owner giving his vot.r friend a lift to 
the polling booth will have to be oar.fully provid.d 
for. ' 

• * * 
Akalkot in 1933-34. 

IN r.apons. to our request for a copy of the ad· 
ministration r.port of the Akalkot Stat., we have 
b •• n favoured with a typ.-written summary. It may 
be admitt.d at onoe that this is better than the utter 
abesnoe of any response with which .uoh requests are 
sometimes m.t by the authorities of Indian States. 
But May w. enquire if tbe State administration report 
Is n.ver printed? Th. obligations' the State ow.s 
to the Politioal Departm.nt are probably m.t by the 
submission to it of the report in type-writt.n form 
but do.s nnt the Stat. f.el that it owes a duty to the 
publio in the Stat. and outsid.? How oan it inter.st 
the gen.ral publio in the working of the administra
tion exc.pt by making the annual r.port freely 
availabl. to. it? W. hop. that in these d.mooratic 
days a f.w rup ••• sp.nt upon the printing of a 8uffii
oient numb.r of copies of tb. administration r.port 
will not b. r.garded a. waste of mon.y by the State 
authorl!ie •. 

• • • 
COMING to Ih. events during 1933-34" tbe year 

was darken.d by the tragio death of the minor rul.r's 
wife sbortly after his w.dding whioh evoked univer
sal sympathy with the young ruler. Th. State re
o.ipts amounled to n.arly Rs. 7% lakhs and the expe
nses to abaut Rs. 6ij41akhs,l.aving a surplus of about 
one lakh. N oarly on. half of the reserve balano. of 
Rs. 5 lakhs, was spent on n.w water works, while 
tb. otbet balf r.pres.nted the marriage exp.nses of 
the ruler. We should hav.lik.d to find out what pro
portion the palao. expens •• b.ar to the State income 
but this is r.nder.d impossible by the summaris.d r.
port whioh fails to give details eitb.r of 'the reo.ipts 
or the exp.nses side. 

• • • 
EDUCATION in tb. State l8.ms to require muoh 

more car.ful and sympathetio attention than it has 
r.o.ived 80 far. The number of .duoational institu
tions increased by one to 51. Th. numb.r of atud.nts 
nevertheless showed a diminution to the tune of 
n.arly 300, whioh ia regrettable. If 15 p.r o.nt. is to 
b. taken as tb. sohool-age popUlation, the number at 
pr.sent under in.truotion repr.s.nts, roughly speak
ing, no more than 25 per oent of the population to be 
• ventually brougbt to sohool. May it b. hoped that 
the young rul.r who is b.ing train.d for his high 
station in life will, when h. assumes tbe rein. of 
power, ohalk out a programme for the universalisation 
of lIteraoy ext.nd.d ov.r a stated numb.r of vears, 
Bay lOt • 

• • • 
ANOTHER lDatt.r to whloh Blsoh. may us.fully 

devote his attentiol\ i. tbe development of represen-

tatlve institutions with a view to the introduction of' 
.... ponsibl. 'governm.nt within a, m.asurable distalio~ 
of time. As It is, th.re ,i. 'only on. munioip1llitv in: 
the State with a preponderanoe of the non-Clffioial' 
element. 'How muoh of this i. elective Is not' ole81'" 
from the summary of the report suppli.d to us. What;. 

,eyer that, b., w.' would sugg.st that as many 'more of 
suoh looal bodies' be brought into b.ing as possible 
with a legislative oounoil .njoying powers similar'to
tbo.e oonferr.d on the provinoial legislatures in 
British India. An announoement on1lOm. suoh linell' 
on the oooasion of tile approaching Bcoession of th~ 
ruler ,to the Gadi will go far to r.assure hi. subjects 
that the new regime will mean something more than 
a mere ohang. of hands for th.m, 

• • • 
New Bombay Industries. 

IT ia enoouraging to learn from the report for 
1933-34. of the Bombay Industries Departm.nt that 
despite the economio depression, the year witnessed th~ 
birth of several n.w faotori •• , Prominent among 
these may be mentioned a factory started ill Bombay 
for the manufaoture of razor blad.s. In view of the 
generally unsatisfaotory nature of the importe,d bla.d.s 
the new faotory should find a good market for ita 
wares provided the blades give better' result. than 
their for.ign counterparts. ' 

* * * 
A NEW canvas shoe faotory was added to the two

already existing. Th. faotory is said to be well
.quipped and oan turn out a maximum of 5000 pairs 
of rubb.r-soled oanvas shoes per day. A faotory for 
the manufacture of metal sorews and nuts whioh uses. 
import.d bars has also oome into b.ing and the finish 
of its produots s.ems to have com. up to tb. exp.ota
tions of the Departm.nt. The Coop.r Engin •• ring 
Works of Satara, though in exist.nce for a good 
many years, oommenc.d last year the manufactur& 
of small orude oil engines. This is tbe only faotory 
in the presid.ncy :which makes oil engines-a faof; 
whioh should ensure for its produots ready sale 
at tb. hands of Bwd.shi enthusiasts having oppor. 
tunities of purohasing nil .ngines. Th. d.sign, work
manship and working of the .ngin.s are desoribed 
as b.ing of .. a high ord.r," whioh is aIlo additional 
r.oomm.ndation in their favour. Anoth.r ola.g of 
manufacture whioh should prove profitable is thaI; 
of olocks and tim.-pi.o.!, for whioh purpose two
faotori.s already .xisted and a new one was add.d 
last y.ar. 

• • • 
,WHILE it is true that the birth of the new 

faotories oan in no way be directly trao.d to the 
aotivities 01 the D.partm.nt it oan hardly be op.n 
to question that it was indireotly facilitated by it. 
B.sid •• giving teohnioal advic. to promot.rs of new 
industrial enterprisu and h.lping th.m with the 
preparation of finanoial .stimates, the Department 
pureu.d its usual aotiviti •• of giving d.monstrations 
in hand-weaving, wool-w.aving, dyeing, 0011011-
sizing, eto. Th. Gov.rnment Hand-W.aving 
Institut. had 30 students on it. rolls, all of whom 
paosed in the annual .:t:amlnaUon h.ld in Aprif 
1933. D.partm.ntal aotiviti.s oovered investigations. 
with a view to find ing out the possibilities of oottag • 
industri.s, thoo. undertaken lalt yea.r relating to
all s •• ds; hemp and bon. manure. We miss in 
the repod any mention of the grant of Stat. aid 
to induslries. but tbis was nev.r a strong point of 
the Bombay 'Iudustri.s Department. And the 
omission cannot be aooidental but must b. look.d 
upon as an indioation of the faot that non. was adtu
ally given. 

• • • 
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THE SUPPLEMENT TO OTTAWA. 
'fI1H E latest IndD-British trade agreement has been 
.1 interpreted by the political correspondents of a 

section of the Press merely as refleoting the gnat 
anxiety felt by British oommeroial interests regard
ing the future of IndD-British trade relations. And 
it does seem strange, at least superficially, that so 

.much store should have been laid by an agreement 
which seeminglY does little more than perhaps 
underline some parts of the Ottawa agreement. The 
supplementary agreement naturally terminates with 
the main agreement and cannot hence be interpreted 

-as prolonging the period for which British Preference 
is to last. It also does not provide for any new 
important concession. In the first two articles the 
Britisb Govern ment agrees on the one hand to 
recognise that interests of India's economio well
being may make protection to Indian industry 
necessary and also that revenue considerations may 
lead to a high tariff wall. The Indian Government, on 
the other, agrees to recognise" that conditions within 
the industries in India, in the U nUed Kingdom and 
the foreign countries may be such that the Indian 
industry requires a higher level of protection against 
foreign goods than against the imports of U nUed 
Kingdom origin." Merely agreaiog to visuali.e 
the possibility of such circumstances existing would 
have been, if at all, a purely academic concession. 
The Government of India, however, in the third article 
goes on to undertake steady adherence to the policy 
of discriminating proteotion and having regard to 
this policy further agrees "that wherever possiele 
lower rates of duty will b9 imposed on goods 

-of United -Kingdom origin." Now there is 
perhaps nothing that is startling in this provi
sion. _Yet we wonder why the Government of any 
oountry should in an agreement with that of 
another hind itself to follow only a particular policy 
regarding tbe grant of protection to the home indu
stries. The provision of a Tariff Board Enquiry and 
the facility afforded to U. K. industri .. lists to appear 
in such an enquiry have parallels in the agreements 
with some of the Dominions. But nowhere in these 
agreements have the Dominion governments, we 
believe, bound themselves to a definitive polioy as 
the mention in Article 3 of the new agreement of the 
resolution of the Legislative Assembly of February 
16,1923 involves. We may ourselves favour dis
criminating protection wholeheartedly; but knowing 
the strength of feeling on this question in the 
-country and the differenoe of opinion even 
amongst the members of the Fiscal Commission, 
we reel that the Government of India was not 
justified in agreeing to this wording of Article S. 

We also apprehend the interpretation that 
may be put on the conoession that .. wherever 
possible" lower rates of duty will be imposed on 
U. K. products. For, this may be possible everywhere, 
depending entirely how you estimate the possibilities. 
If, as througbout the pgreement, it is only the Indian 
industrialist who is .. isualised as being affected 
by protective measures and having a oon08rl1 with 

tariff walls, then a margin of preferenoe oan always 
be provided for, for the U. K. indushialist. The rate 
of duty agains~ U. K. goods being fixed at the rate at 
which the prices of imported goods will be equated 
with the fair selling prices of similar goods produced 
in India, YOIl can always impose an additional 
burden on non-British imports. This Can oertainly 
be done as long as the prices of imported British 
goods are not Bubstantially lower than those of 
non-British goods of the same qUality, a oondition 
which is almost universallJ' satisfied to-day. 
But this involves, as We have always insisted, an 
entire disregard of the interests of the consumer. The 
result of the Ottawa agreement has been the impo
sition of a burden on the consumer not called for by 
the interests of Indian industry and we are afraid 
that this burden on ·the consumer will never be taken 
account of in gauging the possibilities of aocording 
preference to U. K. manufacturers under the 
supplementary agreement. 

Article 3 further goes to specify that diffe
rential margins established b~tween the United 
Kingdom and other countries' goods shall not 
be altered to the detriment of United Kingdom 
goods, the only exception allowed to this being an 
overriding surcharge for revenue purposes. Thus 
whatever the altered circumstances, once a certain 
degree of preference is established in favour of U. K. 
goods it must ever be maintained. While thus even 
the degree of discrimination once granted to -U. K. 
oaonot be changed, Article 4 gives the right to ths 
British Government to demand an enquiry under 
changed conditions of the appropriateness of existing 
duties according to the principle of discriminating 
protection. The t,ext of the agreement -leaves defi
nitely this impre.sion that wiJile it contemplates that 
under changed circumstances a tariff more favourable 
to U. K. producers may come into operation, no 
single concession now existing Or to be obtained in 
the future hy them could, whatever the justifications 
for such a step, bs ever reduced. Thus though it may 
look at first glance as if this sllPplementary agree
ment did nothing but emphasize or underline the 
principles at the basis of the Ottawa agreement, it 
really amounts on the part of the Gov.rnment of 
India to definite commitments to important principles 
of policy in most wide and generalised forms. We 
cannot see in anything that tbe Government of India 
has been able to ohhin in return lIr in any of the 
experiences of India or other countries of the Empire 
under Ottawa any justific~tion lor such an important 
step. 

We may under the circumstances be justified if 
we read a somewhat sinbter pul itieal move behind 
this agreement. Tbe charader of the s .. feguards tha* 
the British commercial interp,t, h'IVe been able to 
obt .. in in the Juint Pari iamenlary Committee's 
report are well·k nown. It is p .. "aps expected that 
by the time that the Ottawa Rgreement is due to ex
pire the regime of these ne", safegu .. rds w ill begin. 
The definite oommitm~nt made in the supplementary 
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agreement would tben be meant to guarantee that the 
newly eleoted Legislative Assembly abould not upset 
tbe struoture of Ottawa or take any deoislons in tbe 
realm of poteotionlst or preferential polioy wbioh 
would even temporarily embanals British Interests. 

Tbe agreement Is tbUB perhaps meant to 
out tbe ground from uDder the feet. of 
the new Assembly. But possibly there lies 
even a deeper design behind. Under the proposed 
safeguards of the Dew oonstitution it lies in the 
power of the Governor-General to prevent anything 
done which nnduly dlsorimlnates against Brllish 
Interests. The pbrase Is necessarily vagne and 
Ottawa and the new agreement give definite meaning 
to It. If the present Indian Government is supposed, 
beoause ofthe great benefits oonferred on Indian prodn
oera of raw materials by the agreement, to willingly 
make oertaln oonoessions to United Kingdom It Is 

obvious that any move whioh disturbs these establi
shed prlnoiples later OD oonld be interpreted as being 
nnduly dlsorimlnatlng against that conntry. ~he 
oonstmotion may look far·fetched ; but the ' 
proved foresightedness of the ever-awake British 
industrialists leads ns to believe that it alon8 oan 
explain their anxiety over this agreement. The 
agreement is primarily meant to oommit us for evef 
to oertain delinite prinoiples of polioy. That Is tha 
reasOn of its generalised oharaoter lind seeming, 
harmlessness. In our eyes that is really what, 
onght to make it universally oondemned. A. 
partioular oonoession for a short period may infliot 
temporary loss; but a oommitment of polioy of this 
nature, espeoially in view of what Is in store fOf 
us nnder the new oonstitution nnder the gnise of 
safeguards,oan only be regarded as suioidal. 

'LAND MORTGAGE BANKS IN BOMBAY. 

THE Report of the Committee appointed by the 
Government of Bombay to oonsider the questioD 
of development of land mortgage banking with 

a view to reUeve agrioultural indebtedness has juat 
been published. In vie.. of the faat that the Com
mittee was appointed to namine a very pressing 
problem, conditions for the solntion of whioh are most 
ripe just now, It is a pity that liS muoh as a year and 
a quarter should have been Ipent In deliberation 
alone. It Is to be hoped that Government will not 
spend nnneoessary time over further oogitation of the 
unanimous reoommendations made by the Committee. 
If tbe proposed mortgage banks are to be suaoessful 
tbey sbould be started as early as possible, even 
witbout waiting for the new finanolal year' to 
oommenoe. 

Tbe genesis of the question whioh the Committee 
was appointed to 8l[amlne is well·known. Owing to 
the mixing up of short term with long term lending; 
and espeoialJy owing to the preolpltate movement of 
prloes during the Illst few year. it was fonnd 1m
posalble in most parts of the Presidenoy to recover 
the ontstandlng dues from members of oo-operalive 
sooleties. It was SQen that the fluotuatioDs of business 
and the loog-term use of loans oould not be taken 
aooount of by the ordinary oo-operative sooielles 
whloh borrow short, and henoe must oonfine their 
lendillg to equalJY short periods. The oo-operative 
Round Table Conferenoe which met in Poona In June 
1933 referred the qnestion of starting Land Mortgage 
Banks, to take over the long term obligatioDs of agri
onlturlsts, to a oommlttee prasided over by Mr. 
Punjabee, the Registrar of Co-opera~ive Sooieties aDd 
oonslstlng of other experlenoed co-operalors and 
bankers. 

The Committee unallimonaly reoommend tllat it 
I. not only feasible but emlnenUy demable to extend 
the system of Land Mortgage Banking. The outlines 
of their loheme are obviously determined after. good 
deal of careful thought and .. far a8 any organlsa. 
lion can b. proof against finanolal failure their 
~uggestiona might olalm to be 10. In faot the most 

striking featnre of their scheme is tbe large nnmber of 
preoautions taken to avert the possibility of linanoial 
embarrassment for the new banks. It is proposed that
a separate Central Land Mortgage Bank shonld be 
started for the Presidenoy. The shares of this bank 
might be takell up either by Individuals or by co
operative banks. The Central Bank will. as and when 
necessary, Issue debentures whioh will be guaranteed 
by Government. The Bank itself will Dot make loans 
except through primary Land Mortgage Banks and 
the loans shalJ not usually be for a longer period than 
twenty years nor as a rnle for a higher amount than 
RI. 10,000. The profits of the bank shall not 8l[oeed 
6~!. and shall not be distribnted until half the 
amount is oarried to a reserve fund. 

Speoial importanoe is attaohed to asse~sment of 
_oredit-worthines~ whioh depends in a lllrge measure 
on the valulltion of assets. With a view to making this 
prooess as effioient and independent as possible it is 
reoommended that tbe services of oompetent valuation 
offioers should be made available by Government free 
of oharge, at least for the first three years. It is fur
ther laid down that at least twice the amount of the 
loan shonld be taken liS mortgage Reourity. Perio
dioal revaluation, onoe in three years at least, and 
Ihe demand of further seonrity if neoessary are also 
provided. The list of purposes for which loans are to 
be made inoludes the following: redemption of land, 
Improvement of land or oultivation, purchase of oostly 
plant or maohlnery,liquidatioll of old debts and pur
obase of new lands for the purpose of oonsolidation 
or Improvement. In oases of misapplioation of loallli 
they are liable to be reoalled. It is furlber proposed 
that the land held in mortgage should be liable to be 
sold without the intervention of Conrts, in oases of 
defanlt. 

No loans. are to be sanotioned noept by the 
Central Bank. It is 8ltpeoted that In view of Govern
ment guarantee and the generally sound Ilature of tb. 
propoaed organisation the rate. at whioh the Central 
Mortgage BaDk will b. able to raise debenture capital 
wlll not be high, partioularly at tbe preseDt time. 
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With II view futther to reduoethe effective rates at MR. WHITTY'S 
Whion even in thl! initial stage!! the borroWerB will SORRY PERFORMANCE.., 
get their loans it ia reoommended tbat Government H· AVING been foiled in their attempts to beal up 
sliould rilakit t.n' annual oontribution of Rs. 10,000 ,non-offioial support for tbe report of the Joint 
to'iVards the expenses of the Bank. With the oheap and . Seleot Committee, the Government are app .... 
long dated loans that the new bankswiIl bring to tha rently thr.own baok on ,the resouroefulness ot their 
landowners it is expeoted' fhat the bette! sort limo lilt own offiolals to aot as its propagandistll. In some 
them will lie seourely stabilised. Espeolally the gcod' provinoes, e.g. in Madras, explioit instruotions to this 
offioes of the Mortgage Banks in seoUrlng asubstan- effeot are reported to have gone out from the head
ti& lreduotioti of tbe cash obligations of landownera by quarters. It is by no means an e8llY task whloh the 
compounding with present creditors are expeoted to Government ha.ve Bet to their subordinates the de
achieve a lIubstantial relief of agrioultura.l indebted- fenoe of the indefensible. Last week's orati~n of Mr 
ness, which Wll8 the principal pllrpose of tbe appoint- Whitty, aoUng Governor of Bihar lIud Orissa, is ~ 
ment of the COmmittee. oa.se in poin!;. The burden of his song Will an appeal 

It must be admUted' that so fllr.as they go, the to the people of this country not to rejeot the Boheme 
recommendations of the Committee are well deSigned out of ha.nd but to work it with a view to ma.king it 
and sound. Government should lose no time in giving yield the best possible results. 
-effeot to them. The aooommodating mood of the pre- Why P Beoa.use, he Baid, if India were to non. 
fi8nt creditors and the exoeptionally low rates of oo-?perate with the new constitution, it will only stir 
interest are faotors which will deteriorat9 with the up ill will. It is too early yet to say whether any 
passage of time, as prioes and general business odn- pol~tical party will go the leJigth of boYcotting the 
ditions begin to look up. In this respeot the suocess legISlatures in order to mark its sense of keen dis
of the proposed banks would have been more assured ap~roval of the proposed oonstitution. That apart, the 
if the prospeot of direot Government initiative and pomt to be noted is thst Mr. Whitty is keen upon the 
assistanoe in the matter of debt oonoiliation had been avoidance of ill will. Ris objeot, laudable as it un
real. This is So matter whioh did not fall within tbe qUestionably is, would however be more effeotlvely 
immediate field of the Committee's reoommendations served if he pleaded with bis own oountrymen holding 
but the Government .itself before it takes aotion will the springs' of power in England in favour of the 
be well advised in taking some stepsin this direotion. grant to India of a more generously oonoelved constl. 
Another feature of the proposed scheme whioh oalls tutillnal soheme. It is really the offar of a niggard
for some oomment is the provision of the future ly measure of reform based on the distrust and suapi
current and short term oredit needs of tbe memhers oion of Indians that has created aU the wide-spread 
of the mortgage banks. Membership of Land . diesatisfaotfon and disoontent whiob Mr. Whitty in 
Mortgage Danks is olearly inoompatible with common with others' deplores so muoh. But there 
membership of another oredit assooiation based on , is little doubt the situation would assume a more 
unlimited liability. Will the personal credit of the hopefulaspeot if the British Government oould be 
borrower' be enough to secure for him ellsy and ada- persuaded to transfer real p'J\ver into Indian hande 
quate oredit for short term purposes? If not is there rather than making a show of doing so, whiob is 
not reason to fear that the difficulties in this field I what the J. P. C. soheme is universally and with 
might aocnmulate so fsst aa to embarrass the agrioul- good reason believed to be designed to do. 
turist? Cannot the land mortgage hanks themselves Mr. Whitty himself must be regarded 811 sbaring 
provide for a department in whioh short term oredit , the Indian view of the J.P.C. soheme at least to 
might be dealt with? I some extent, for he too does not seem to regard it 

At lheir best the proposed Land Mortgllge.Banks : demooratio in the sense that it oonfers on the 
will be able to 8IIsist only a fraction of the IIgrloul_ I people of India real power to order their affairs aooord
tural population. Those who are most in need of ing to their will and pleasure. Else it is difficult to 
8IIsistance will I10t be able to satisfy the stringent aooount for the twist he tried to give to tbe 
conditions rightly laid down for the operations of the well·understood definition of democracy. Demooracy, 
mortgage banks. A more positive and direct assis- ' aR every sohool boy knows, is government of the 
ta.noe at the hands of the state ie oalled for in these I people by the people and for the people. In other words 
less fortunate oases. The Committee has not exagga- " a people cla.iming to be demooratioally governed 
rated the situation when they observe that in oase the must have at their oommand the means of making 
llresent opportunity is missed" the pressure of debts i their will in rege.rd to national affairs effeotive. 
may grow to suoh an alarming extent that it may Mr. Whitty is too shrewd not to see that under the 
lead to agraria.n disoontent and may shake the foun_ proposed soheme it is exaotly this very power whioh 
,datioI1s of rural eoonomy." This caution applies to has been kept away from tbe Indian people and safely 
that part of the rural population that is beyond the deposited ·with his own oountrymen. He therefore 
pale of likely membership .of the Land Mortgage sought to solve the riddle by making us believe that 
Banks even more intimately than to the InOJe favour_ all that demooracy aims at is to provide the People 
·ed lIeotionll of agriou lturists. The initiation of the ooncerned with the OOI1stitu tional meane, not of mu. 
lIew insUtutionl!, instead of being an isolated m88llure, Ing thai! wiabes prevail in the first and 18llt re.ort 8IJ 

'\lught, to ~ u!ldertake~ as p~ of a oomprehensive ~e have. bee'll taught to believe, but of merely making 
iloUey of rural rehabi~~t,~~~~.and agrarian reform. I those 'li'lshes known: From their being thus mad., 

knowntb llieil' fruftldll'is, according to Mr. Whitty'. 
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'but a short .tep. Whoever else may be taken iu by M .. 
Whitty's Ingenious definition' of demooracy, it oan 
mak. no impression whatever on the people of India 

'who know to their ctist how even, under the existing 
<lrderof things under whichthera is no lack of oPPJr. 
tunities lor making popular wishes known, their satis. 
fsction fs a painfully slow process. What India 
deSires Is not opportunities for disousslng popular 
grievances but the power to set them right without 
referenoe to an outside authority. Can Mr. Whitty 
honestly say that this will be possible uuder the new 

.Tegime' 
A DEMOORAT. 

(BY AIR MAIL. ). 
(From 0 .. OorrespoDdeDt.) 

LODdoD. 4th JaDuary. 

INDIAN LIBERAL DISPLEASURE, 

THE attitude of the Servants of India Sooiety and of 
the Indian Liberal Federatiou has been tele
graphically reported, bnth by Reuterandbythe 

·-speoial oorrespondents, together with summaries 
of Mr. Kunmru's presidential address lOud speeohes in 
'support of the m .. ln resolution of the Federation by 
Mr. S .. strl .. nd Sir Chim .. nlal Set .. lvad. Whilst 
there are no illusions here as to the me~ning of the 
Liberal re .. ctionl to the reforms proposed in tbe 
Report, there is no disposition In the Press generaUy 
to t .. ke a tragio view of the news that both the Se .... 
vants of Indi .. Sooiety and the Indian Liberals, as a 
whole, find the new schelDe of oonstitutional pro. 
posals unaooept .. ble. It is gener .. lly reoognised th .. t 
with the Congress having taken a strong st .. nd 
ag .. lnst the reform propos .. l., it would h .. ve been diffi. 
<lUlt, If not impossible, for the Llber .. ls to h .. ve done 
otherwise. This point of view is put by the fairly 
sympathetio Spectator as follows:-" It must be 
remembered th .. t the Liberals, who have often been 
oharged with an undue subservienoe in relation to the 
Government of India, and an undue subordination 
of n .. tionallst aspir .. tions, o .. n le .. st afford to deol .. re 
approval of the reforms." Indeed, in his broadoast 

. on Tuesday, Sir S .. muel Hoare expressly st .. ted 
that widespread denunoiations of the reforms from 
Ind ian politioal p .. rties h .. d been fully antioip .. ted 
.. ud one drew the deduotion th .. t they h .. d oonse-
,quently been already disoounted. . 

worked. Telegrams in to-day's T'me8 seem to indio 
OBte th .. t there wJll be in praotice .. l .. rger amount at' 
toleration th .. n recent publio statements in tho Oon
gress o .. mp or on Liber .. 1 platforms suggest. Natura;.; 
11' a gre .. t de .. ll. going to depend upon the oiroums~ 
st .. noes that will prevail, both in Indi .. and thill' 
oountry, when the new oonstitution oomes into 
operation. 

POLITIOAL UNOItRTAINTIES' 
Noone, of oourse, can say w ilb any oer-

t .. inlY what Governmenb here will have imposed' 
upon il the duty of setting the Constitution into'
operlltion. I notioe that 80 intelligent and well· 
informed an observer as Commander Step:'en King. , 
Hall, whose work .. t the Royal Institllte of Intern .... 
tional Aff .. irs has borne muob fruit, anticipates that 
the general eleotion will f .. 11 this year, .. nd that it 
will result in a viotor,. of the N .. tional Government 
with .. m .. jority of about fifty; Whether or not this 
foreoast will be verified, and even sllpposlng th .. t a' 
L .. bour Government takes offioe, its duty will be to 
support the Governor.General and the Governors in' 
ensuring their oonstitution .. l responsibility for m .. in· 
taining I .. w and order. Mr. Lansbury, at the India 
League meeting Ihe other d .. y, was quite explicit on 
this point. Any British Cabinet, too, would he' 
striotly held, wh .. tever the oomposition of Parlia
ment. to support tbe Governo .... Ganer .. l snd the 
Governors in the due ueroise of their partiouIal' 
rights and special responsibilities in the event of a' 
oris is, either .. t the C.ntre or in any Province. 

BRITISH CRITICISM. 
It is import .. nt to remember, too, the true n .. ture 

of the critioism that arises on this side regarding the 
sttitude of the Indian n .. tion .. li.ts. It w .. s orystal. 
lised by Mr. Lansbury himself, the other'day, when 
he said th .. t the Labour Party did not know what 
Indl .. n n .. tionalists wanted; ali they knew was what. 
Indian nation .. lists, with different notes ofemphasis •. 
agreed they did not want. Sir S!lmuel Ho .. re in his. 
broadoast put the matter slightly differently when 
be remarked that no altern .. tive propos .. ls had eome. 
from India which would not make the diffioulties 
of administration during the transitory period noW' 
about to open graver tban they would be under the· 
Government's proposals. That view will probsbly 
be endorsed by. tbe vast m .. jority of people in tbis· 
oountry, who. will take their oritioisms from the ex
perts whom Sir S .. muel quoted as being on his side. 
It is of very liIlle use, the British onlooker would. 
urge, to s .. y. as some Indian nationalists h .. ve done, 

. th .. t there is .. n underlying unity in Indi .. of a Inueh' 
more perm .. nent oharaoter than the present utern .. l 
divergenoies. Th .. t kind of argumenl, wh .. tever 
weight it may oarry in Indi .. , oarries absolutely nona 
hera in the absence of oommon agreement in I ndi .. 
upon suoh an important issue, for u .. mple, as that of 
oommunal relations. The memory of the abortive 
Nehru agreement, some years ago, whioh it h .. d been 
hoped might be reached at the AII·Parties Can
ferenoe, has bean revived by a reoolleotion of the 
oiroumstanoes in whioh the Commun .. l Award had ta 
be made, and of the angry reoriminations thai h .. ve 
arisell sinoe the Poon .. Paat was agreed to. 

One other thing should he noted. Sir Samuel' 
Hoare was speaking with a profound underst .. nding 
of the realitie. of British politio~1 oond itions, when, 

Almost alone the New State.man to.day submits 
'",nother point of view, n .. mely, th .. t tbe Liberal 
meetings at Poona have rendered it olear that .. this 
Constitution hae no Indian supporter, 8ave the more 
oonserv .. tive of the Muslims, the great landlords, and 
lome of the Princes:' Henoe the p .. per suggeata that 
the present proposals, which the Spectator urges should 
be firmly pre,sed on with, are in effeot .. an imposed 

, Constitution." But there is, of oourse, notbing new 
In thi.. Presumably few people in India at any 
time Imagined th .. t the new Oonstitution could, by 
any stretoh of language, be desoribed as an agreed 
one. The maximum, th .. t might have been hoped, 
had things gone reasonably well, would have been a 
toleraled Constitutioll and the only question is the 
extent to whloh toleration will proceed as the p,opo. 
.... 18 When east into Hnal shape, ara studied Gil Chail
'merlts, and in the light of a oonstltu*ion that is about 
:to be brought inlo operation ",nd will have to he 

. em ·the 10th December, in movintt the offici .. l resolu
tioll ill favour of the Bill based upon the Majority Ra
port, h. wamed bis Indiall hearers that, if tbese pro
posals f .. iled to reaoh the St .. tute Book this year, 
tbere would be no prospeot for many years to oome of 
ParliameDt being able or willing to deal with the 
Indian oonstitution .. l problem. I do not think thai 
luffioient nole was t .. ken in India at tlil. time of- thia 
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pronouncement, or of the most significant faot that it 
failed ta provoke any note of protest from the Opposi
tion benches. It is generally recognised that, how
ever its sympathies may lie, no Labour Government, 
even if it should attain power as well as office, in the 
I1ear future, would be able to find the time or the 
opportunity, even if it had the will, to force through 
l'arliament a new Constitution for India, Aubstanti
ally in advance of the one now proposed. In any 
case, as Mr. Lansbury has plainly intimatsd, a 
Labour administration would wait until it was told 
authoritatively what India wanted hefore it made up 
its mind whether to do anything, and if so what to 
do for India. 

FUTURE PROSPJl:CIB. 
It must therefore be realised that the only 

alternative to the proposed Constitution for an in
definite period to come is the retention of the present 
Constitution, with all its limitations and defects and 
with the prospect that all chance of an All-india 
Federation united for common purposes, with a pro
spect of enlargement of those purposes, would have 
disappeared for a very long period ahead. These 
seem to me at any rate to be the basic facts of the 
situation here, and it is a duty imposed upon any 
responsible correspoudent to place them upon reoord 
in order that Indian opinion may be guided in th~ 
formulation of its views by referenoe to these facts 
I believe that they would be subscribed to by most 
objeotive observers in this conntry who have taken 
trouble to analy se the political situation here and the 
probable line of political development with any 
degree of detachment. It is, of oourse, cert .. in th .. t 
another set of faots exists in India. It is by an 
understanding of the faots of either side that the 
inter-aotions between the two points of view can 
best be understood and interpreted. It is to be hoped 
that the nationalist leaders of various party group. 
ings in India will be taking all reasonable opportu
nities of keeping the British Press correspondente 
there in oonstant and adequate touch with the Indian 
viewpoint, in order that those correspondente may be 
in a position to refleot that opinion in their despatohes 
home. This proOBSS of mutual education should be 
productive of nothing but good to both sides, and it 
should help to remove asperities and misunderstand
ings. 

THE INDIA BROADCASTS. 
I have already referred to Sir Samuel Hoare's 

broadoast on New Year's Day, in the India Constitu
tion series, He will be replied to to-night probably 
by Major Attlee. Sir Samuel's main purpose, of 
course, W8S to indicate that the great bulk of expert 
opinion is on the Government's side, and that the 
Churohillites were proposing something that would 
neither work nor had any alternative attraction. His 
secondary purpose was to arouse a general desire in 
the eleotorate, now that Parliament has expressed it
self in favour of the main lines of the soheme, that 
the Bill sbould be allowed to proceed as rapidly as 
possible through its various Parliamentary stages, 
wUhout obstruotive tactio!, on the part of the die
hards, whioh would only have the oonsequenoe of 
preventing the Government from proceeding with 
those Bchemes of domestio reform to which they are 
committed. It was quite an astute appeal, whioh, 
however, is likely to fall on deaf ears so far as the 
diehards are oonoerned. Doubtless the Government 
hope that the pressure of opinion in the industrial oon
stituenoies will help them to oreate some kind of feel
ing of unrest in the diehard oonstituenoies whioh 
are ordinarily not situated in iDdustrial areal!. 

GENERAL SMUTS AND MR. ANDRWEB. 
A few days ago a Communist paper, in London, 

llubllshed under various soareheads an attaok upon 

Mr. C. F. Andrews, who was desoribed asa maliolou.· 
go-between bearing inspired m~ss8ges from the
British Government, c:nnveyed through the medium· 
of their henchman, General Smute to Mahatma .. 
Gandbi, witb the objeot of induoiDl!' the latter to 
~ooe~t the proposed reforms. One would hardly have 
lmagmed suoh a oharge possible against 80 "e1l
knowD, so bODourable, so generoue-hearted anet 
innooeDt-minded a person as brother Cbarlie Andrews. 
were it not for the faot that it is a reoognised 
method of Commu nist propaganda to disparage aDd 
cast suspicion upon publio men in order to unsettle 
the minds of those ignorant people to wbom the 
Communists address tbemselves. It might not have· 
been thought neoessary to take serious notioe of a 
charge ooming from such a souroe, but for the fact 
tbat, with variations, it was repeated tbis week by a 
Sunday paper with a small oirculation, whilst a rela
lively innocuous paragrapb also appeared in the Star. 
Of course, nothing of the sort took place, and in any 
&vent General Smuts, who has his OWD views, whioh' 
are far in advance of anything that the Government 
may propose, as was olear from his Dundee speeoh 
was hardly likely to allow himself to be used as a· 
demi·official cat·s-paw. Gandhiji and Mr. Andrews 
have had a 010s8 personal touoh with the General 
for many years since the old South Afrioan days, and 
the contact was renewed during Gandhiji's visll to 
England in 1931. They have naturally exchanged 
ideas from time to time and General Smuts has him
self made it clear that there was nothing surreptiti
ous in the correspondenoe that has from time to time' 
taken place .between them of a purely personal
oharaotel', and in the private oapacities of both 
parties. General Smuts is far too experienoed a 
statesman not to realise that a bad oonstitution is. 
better than a worse one from his point of view, and 
'it was obvious that when his opinion was asked by 
Mr. ADdrews whetber tbere was· any message that. 
the General would like him to oonvey to the Ma
hatma it was that the latter would oo-operate in work
ing the reforms whilst at the same time preparing for' 
something of a more satisfying charaoter in the
future. There is no publio man of any standing 
anywhere in the Empire who, if he had been asked .. 
would not have given similar advice, and indeed it. 
is what the Labour leaders he~e have already done. 

AGRICULTURE AS A FACTOR IN 
PROSPERITY. 

A PEOPLE'S CHARTER OR THE TERMS OF' 
PROSPERITY AND FREEDOM WITHIN 
A COMMUNITY. BY' A. H. MACKMURDO~ 

( Williams and Norgate.) 1933. 20cm. 270p. 6/-
THE revival of agrioulture and placing it in the. 
position of importance whioh is its due in the national 
economy in order to redress the disequilibrium ex-· 
isting in it at present is advooated in this book by 
the author. The crisis in world economio affairs. 
has brougbt one fundamental fact to the forefront. It. 
has taught ue that eaoh nation oan be oonsidered to. 
have laid the foundation of iteeoonomio prosperity 
on a sound basis only when its agrioultural industry 
is developed as muoh as its manufaoturing industry 
and vice-versa. In that oase the oountry will be able. 
to free itself from tbe oonsequenoes of ohangee ill 
world &rade polioiee and oarry on an independent. 
existenoe of its own. In the times of economio nationa
lism,· this is the polioy wbioh alone will help~ 
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Mr. Mackmurdo theroforo. dosires a national'polioy 
in Britain to reetore aRriculture on tho b ... is thai: 
..... a nation that cannot feod itself canMt remain 
mistress of her own do.tinies." . Ho prescribes as " 
panaoea for all eoonom io ills the fixation of agri
<lulture and agrieultural produce as tho physical 

.1>asls of mea.urement of all valuo.. The present 
money basis of fixing values is arbitrary and uselo.s 

. -on aocount of tho tluctuations in it. valuo and offorts 
80 far mad. to stabilise it have been unsuccessful. 
'This is the question of questions, and liS the autbor 
says. it is a question of choosing between the two 
alternatives of natural and artifici .. l faotors for tho 
purpose. 

II. 
Mr. Mackmurdo follows this thorne through all 

"the stages of the eoonomio proce,s. produotion. distri
hution and OJ:ohange. and throughout his argumont 
is based upon the prinoiple of RIItional self-suffici
-ency. As far as production is conoerned. he says 
that till now. it has been undertaken for a world 
market; but he wants that production should be 
undertaken m.iniy with the home market in vie ... 
And so also with regard to other branches of economic 
aotivity. he desires that the ideal of national self
iluffioiency sbould be kept in vie... He realizes 
that the main drawbaok of the present economic 
system consists in its distrihutive side and he 
1!UpportB the socialist view thst some take too much 
and Borne too little out of the common stock. the 
result of which is sooial disintegration. The principle 
on whioh the distributive system should be based is 
that seourity for the man and security for the com
munity that maintains the man shall be a matter 
not of oaprice but of scund adjustment. 

In order to bring about this state of affairs Mr. 
Maokmurdo advooat~s tbe publio oontrolofproduction, 
for unregulated oompetition in production is at the 
bottom of our eoonomio troubles. Unemployment 
among the workers whioh is brought .about by this 
is a national loss. for it reduoes the demand for tile 
article. and therefore causes overproduotion. On the 
same principle he also supports the dole. beo"use 
"the unemployed are not re.ponsible for their un
employment and the community is responsible both 
for tbelr adequate maintenanoe and for their re

. ~mployment. " 
III. 

The rais01Hle-etre of Mr. Maokmurdo's theory 
on whioh he bases aU his suggestions is tbat the total 
wealth oreated is equal to the value of 'the total food 
oonsumed.' Wealth oreation can take place not only 
when there is suffioient food. but it will also be in pro
portion to the total food oonsumed. as food alone is 
the active energy produoer. Tbe mathematical preci
sion of the formula may ba in doubt. but the ,fun
damental truth underlying the analysis oannot be 
gainsaid and should rightly form the hasi. for the 
odering of the eoonomio system of the future. Mr. 
Maokmurdo's theory may be stated in his own word. 

_as follows :-
II We are all the viotims of a system now 

hreaking down because of its maladjustment to 
permal1.n' human needs. T.hese latter needs 
whloh oannot be set aside demand a continual 
readjustment of human power to an inoreased 
meohanioal power. To make every use of 
meohanioal aids I. an advantage to the general 
.. elfare. But unle .. we organize the produotive 
oapaoity nf the nation so that the increase of 
machinery is balanced by a reduotion of human 
labour all round, sooial and eoonomio disaster 
must result. .. 

IV. 
:t4r. Maolrmurdo haa added some ohaplerl aI: Ihe 

end of the book on general topios like ·democr""y·. 
'electoral reform' and eo on, in which h. givee\ a 
practical demonstration of ho.. his prinoiples oan be 
concretised. The cbapter on "Electoral Reform" writ
ten in 1910 isan inde:< of how. twenty-five years ago-. 
the author thought of the neoessity for an oooupa
tional frauohise based upon the representation of 
professions whioh is very muoh similar to the guild 
socialism of Graham-W "lias and othere. Lastly. the .. 
is the ohapter on 'Eoonomics in a nutshell' in whicb 
he usefully summarises the various views urged 
by him in the oourse of the book. On the whole. the 
book i. a welcome oontribut ion to the theory and 
praotice of eoonomics and contains tbe basio prinoi
pie. on whioh a stable economic system could be 
built up under present-day conditions. 

C. V. HANUM.4.NTHA RAO. 

HISTORY OF GOLCONDA: 
QUTBSHAHI OF GOLCONDA IN THE SEVEN

TEENTH CENTURY. Ed. byVASUDEV C. 
BENDRE. (Bbarat IIihasa Samshodhak Man
dai, Poona.) 1934. 158 + 203 pP. R •• 4/-

THE present work. No. 39 io the 'Own' Series of the 
B. I. S. Mandala. is another of the series of sou roe 
book. which are a soecial feature of the historical 
publications of that learned body. The Mandala. as 
is well known. doe. not so much concern itself with 
the compilation of literary history as it does with the 
authoritative supply of properly documented sources. 
It ha. so far made very valuable contributions most
ly to Maratha history and the present volume. 
though dealing directly with the Qutbshahi of Gol
oonda. wa. seleoted for publication on aooount of it. 
bearing on the Snivaji period. i. e. on the latter half 
Clf the seventeenth century. . 

The book oontains three different aocounl!J ex
tracted from the famous Mackenzie Colleotion. the 
first and the last being oopied from the original Mss. 
whioh are in English. They refer respeolively to 
the history of a late .revolution in the Kingdom of 
Goloonda and (live some aocount of Akanna and 
Madannna. his Hindu ministers. The second BJ:traet 
is a translation into English by the Ed itors of some 
chapters from Hadiquat·ul-Alam. II Ms •. preserved in 
the Persian in the Maokenzie Colleotion. The ex
tracts naturally VBry in their reliability a. is olearly 
pointed out by the editor and it is for the purpose of 
estimating their real value and submitting a tenta
tive acoo'lnt af the Qutbshahi it.elf as plaoed to
gether from these sou roes lind others that he has sub
joined a very soholarly Introduotion of ahout 158· 
pages. 

Tbe Introduotion is by no me .. n. taken up by the 
mere eluoidation and annotations of the text in tbe 
English sourCe.. The editor has spent a go,d deal of 
hi. time and energy 00 the more amhitiou."t'I>sk of 
pre.enting a general outline of the wbole of the· 
Qutbshabi period with a view to oonsolidllting his 
.tudies in some definite form. that mllY be of use to. 
future researobers. Mucb of the hist"ry of the 
Deooan is still clouded by many inaccuraoies and 
misrepresentations, some of whioh have been p~rti
oularly mentioned eve), in the volume under' re
view and so far. a. we kno ... there I. no reI iable
source whioh may be honoured by being given tbe
high plaoe deserved by auy standard hbt'lrY' in this 
respeot. History, in this as in many other in.t,.n09s. 
i. still in its fer mati ve period alld. we shall not be 
surprised if it take. another twenty-five ye"rs before 
we are ahle to say anything more definitely. ;Mr. 
Sendre and the Mandala ar8 certainly to he oongra
tuIated on heing ahle to handle 80 neglecled and 1<1' 
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so valua1:iie' a-B~bjecit with so muehauthority and 
detail~ . 

As matters stand, it would certainly be unscho
larly, if not unkind,to judge some of the details. even 
in the editorial introduction by comparing them with 
any available history as it is absolutely impossible 
to guarantee the veracity' of any account that pro
poses' to deal with the history of the Qlltbshahi. 
Abstaining therefore from any comparison at present. 
we welcome this contribution to the study of Golcon
da History, whioh would have been better -service 
able if it had been supplied with the necessary ap· 
paratus of a detailed index aDd ge nealogical trea. 

D.V. KALE. 

PUNJAB MARKET CONDITIONS. 
MARKET PRACTICES IN. THE PUNJAB. 

Inquiry conducted by L. R. D.A. W .A.R. (The 
Board of Economic Inquiry, Punjah). 193'. 25cm. 
SSp. As. 6/-

WRONG weightments, faulty measurements, numer
ous commissions, oompulsory charity deductions, 
allowances for dirt -and inferior quality, all these 
take away a fair margin of the price of the commo
dity which the agriculturist has to sell. The arlia
the all-powerful man of the market-keeps him at 
his entire mercy, and the poor producer thanks him 
for his help and returns home satisfied. He is get. 
ting to know the truths of the market alld the causes 
of his low realisation of commodity prices, but he is 
helpless. The Royal Commission en A,grioulture 
realised the enormity of the prbblem of marketing 
and suggested some improvements even in the last 
decade. The machinery of Government moves but 
slowly, and the ill-organised agriculturists. have no 
initiative to make new ventures. This booklet is 
the Eesult of a olose study of market conditions in 
the Punjab. There is practically no regulation of 
market practices, and no oontrol of them. Though 
astounding, it is the faot that only 50% of the pucca 
and 12% of the kachcha weights are accurate. The 
few attempts at organising market oommittees have 
failed. The Kachcha, the Kachcha-pucca, the Puoca 
Artias, and the Dalels are the middlemen at whose 
entire mercy the sellers and buyers stand. The two 

. systems in vogue, that of open bids, and bids under 
oover are described in detail with their relative 
-merits and demerits. The numerous deductions 
which the seller has to bear and the many inconve
nienoes which he has to put up with are descrihed. 

.. The appendioes are very useful. The 'comparative 
study of market legislation in Bombay and Berar is 
very helpful. This is a timely puhlication as both 
the agriculturist and the Government realise the need 

. for introduoing better methods of markethlg to the 
best advantage of the primary produoer. 

N.S. S. 

SHORT NOTICES. 

LABOUR FACT BOOK II. ( International Publi-
shers, New York. ) 1934. ~Ocm. 222p .•. 2.00. 

THIS book. is the second of the series prepared by the 
Labour Research Assooiation, New York. The latest 
and most important facts covering the reoent deve. 
lopments in U. S. A. are discussed in it. 

The beak is divided into nine ohapter.. The first 
oba pter deal. w fth the present economic orisis in the 
United States. The perpetual gap between the pro
duotive power of the oapitalist· industry and the con-

suming power of 'the' great masses of worken, the-
mass unemplo,ment becoming a general and well-· 

· recognised problem long before the present crisla, tha 
effects of the .. ar on American -industry, the course, 
of international 'investment going out from tbe 
United- States estimated at $ 363 mUlions fn 1928-
alone, the banking crisla and various oontradictions· 

· in the presentollpitalistBooiety -are well described. 
The second chapter deals with the various capi-

• talist measure. Illtended' to overcome the crisis. The
working of the N. 1 R. A., Roosevelt's Railro,d pro
gramme. Home-Owners Loan Act, and Federal U nem
ployment Relief have been criticised as measures of 
indirect inflation transferring the burden of the crisis
to the working 0la8ses. More than 30 p,c. of the 
nation's productivity is idle pot because there i8 no· 
use for it but beoause of the system which produ~es 
only for profit and not for consumptioo. 

The miserable social and political position of the
Negro worker, the Craft Unionism encouraged by the 
American Federation of Labour, the Minority Move
ment in the American Trade Union ranks and the· 
sad plight of tbe farmers are dealt with in the 
following four chapters. 

Toe remaining portion of the book is divided 
into three parts, the first one dealing with Fa8cism in 
various countriee, the second one on. War prepar&
tions and the last one on the Soviet Union. 

Though the book is intended to be a propagandist 
one, the prominent feature about the book is the 
wealth of faots and figures quoted from authoritative 
sources. This renders tbe book extremely useful as 
a reference book. which should find a plaoe in 
every Trade Union Library. 

V. V. GIRl. 

GOD, MAN AND SOCIETY. AN INTRODUC
TION TO CHRISTIAN SOCIOLOGY. By 
V. A. DEM.A.NT. (Association Press, Calcutta. ) 
1933. 200m. 224p. 6/-

THIS book represents an attempt to "map out the field 
of Christian Sociology." It is' written 00 the asSUMP
tions that "God has placed man in society and made 
him in part a oreature of nature," and that "because 
man is not merely a natural, nor even merely a social 
being, and because all his problems are the problems 
of a creature with a spiritual nature, no merely 
secular programme of social reform oan affect the, 
foundations of social life." The book is in many 
ways a psychological study of the insanity of 
modern society, and the author analyses this insanity 
as being the result of the nations, having mistaken, 
certain political and economic means to prosperity 
as being ends in themselves. Man has in fact be-, 
come the slave of his own ingenuity. and society lies 
stricken by its over-emphasis on "attention to econo-
mic pain." 'l'he vicious circle call only be broken 
into from outside, by a power which is independent 
of and above hoth the State and the soolal order, hy 
a power which is more than natural and right .. 
because it is a power .. that is . supernatural and 
divine." The book is well dooumented and is worth, 
study. 

. OUTRAM W ALBH, C. P. S. S. 

FARM ACCOUNTS IN THE PUNJAB,1932-33._ 
By SARDAR KARTAR SINGH AND SARDAR 
A.RJAN SINGH. (The' Board of Economic In
quiry, Punjab.) 1934. 25 om. 266 p. Rs.1-8~. 

THIS is the ninth pUblication of this leries divided 
Into two aeotions ;(1) farm accounts, (2) welt, 
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cirrigatlol\ and to be well irrigation. . Tube well 
.1LOOount8 are included in. tbi. and its pr.viou~ i!l!lue. 
~i. years' aooounts. reveal 'a general rise. in tbe 
Pl:ioe of. agricolturar oommodities exoapt gur and 

'lrapeseed, and this has enabled all tbe farms to work 
without 1088. The .higher .prioes have inoreased the 

.expenditure, but even then the cultivator get. more 
,·than during previous y.ar8, In faot h. has lost 
· oonold.rably in the two preo.ding yeaTO, The tub. 

well. are y.t failur •• , and .I.otrio pumping i. oostli.r 
dhan tbe Persian wh •• 1 both in initial outlay and 
working .xpen •••. Some of 'tbe .emi·t.nants get very 

'Iow wages, Tbe t.nant, have to spend more upon 
"maintaining their liveatock than on their families. 
'The t.nant gener"Uy get.alow n.t inoome wben oom
'Pared to the landlord. Water r .. tes are usually paid 
~y him, while the landlord pays the land revenue. 
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belonging to neutral oountries should not be attaoll'ad., 
the U., S. A. ;extended their hand of po-opsrtion· in 
a hearty manner to t~e British navy, in oom~atin'g the ' 
U-,Boat attaoks. . Tbe co,.OI!erative ~ffort of the two 
fleets in the oause . at tbe freedom of tbe se,.. and the' 
proteotion of trade is one of tbe Interesting ohapter~ . ' 
of the story, whioh holds on.'s attention'hroughout. 
Mr. CDat18rton in tbe conoluding paragraphs relates 
tbe crowning act of tbe' oo-operatlon bet"een the 
two fI.ets when Bir Lewis Bayley was' publicly 
honoured in New York for bis efficient dlreotion of 
the united efforts of tbe two navies daring the year. 
1917-18 and for suoc.ssfully' resisting German . 
submarine attaoks. ~ 

c: V. HANUMUfHA RAO, 

'The water rates, andtheoost of maintaininglivestnck SUSIE SORABJI. A MEMOIR. By CORNELIA. 
I take away a mojor portion of tb.' ten .. nt's gross BORABJI. (Oxford UniVersity Press.) 200m. 
inoome, and leave only a bare margin for his 

'subsistenoe. Land revenue 'and water-rat.s are 71p.,3/G. 
·,s.parat.d in the oa •• of oanal ilTigated land., and THE book was writt.n "in respOnse", the author' sal's, 
land revenue is shown to be a minor portion of the ., to tbe desire of pupils and friends in England, India, 
grosl and lIet inoome., Land and water are the two Canada and Amerioa ... ' It is a memoir' of Miss 

'factor. whiob tbe oultll'ator gets from the Govern- Borabji written by her elder sister. Miss Susie 'was 
'ment, and he pays for. both of them to the Govern. tbe founder of Bt. Helena's BCbool in Poona and' 
· ment. If tbe water rate i. added to land revenue laboured ill tbe oause of eduoation!or nearly forty' 
,and the total shown in proportioll to gross or net years. Bbe was always in the van where any move-
inoome it will reveal better the oondition of tbe ment for tbe uplift of women was oonoerned. This' 

'oultivator in oomparison with other tBlt-payers and story of her life is written with deep affeotion ami 
be more helpful to him for his own purposes. Again, muoh appreoiation.' The lirst obapters describe her 
,depreolatlon and interest oharges for livestook and early life in a verI happy home; tbe later ohaPters~~ 
implements are inoluded in expenditure but not teU of Miss Busle's work and of the growth of Bt.' 

I interest cbarges on general oxpenditure tbroughout Helena's Sobool. Tbere are a number of exoellent 
• the year. This Is a considerable amount wbioh, photographs. 
,should not be left out of aooou nt. As usual, tbe E. A. G, 
, statement and the graph add to tbe olear understand-
· ing of the book whioh is a very useful one to the 
, student of rural eoonomios. 

N. B. B. 

:DANGER ZONE. THE STORY OF THE 
QUEENSTOWN COMMAND. By E.KEBLE 
CHATTERTON. (Rioh and Cowan,) 1934. 250m. 
437p.18/-

'WE have here a war book of intense interest written 
· by B well known writer on naval topios. It deals 
with the important and dangerous part played by the 
Royal navy in the great war, the dangers it had to 
faoe and how it faoed tb.m. In particular, the hook 

"'oonoerns itself with the aotivities of the Queenstown 
naval oommand, whiob, by nature of its being expos-

, ed to direot attaok by the G.rmans had to b.ar tbe 
brunt of tbe work of def.noe, Treated with sometbing 
like a step-motherly affeotlon by the higb oommand, 
the Que.nstown naval guardsmen, inexperienoed as 
they were, sbowed remarkable pluck and oourage in 
m.eting the organised G-Boat oampaign on the German 
side. Tbe author describe. tbe oiroumstano.s in whioh 
aome of the Important British steam.rs w.re ~torpe-

,doed by the German submarines and the most 
'Interesting aooount is of oourse that of the way in 
wbioh the s. s. Lusltanla, one of the biggest steamers, 
'that ever atrode aoross the Atlantlo, met its .nd, 

Mr. Keble Cbatterton next describes how the 
, drooping spirits of the Qu.enstown naval guardsmen 

were reviv.d by the appointment of Admiral Bayley 
as the commander at tbe Queenstown naval ststion. 
The U-Boat oampaign is d.soribed in full and tbe 
dispositions of tbe various fl.ets and sbips and the 
methode of attaok and defenoe are enumerated with a 
full knowledge of naval warfare. As the war pro. 

· Clleded and when it "as found that tbs unrelenting 
·..campalgn of Germany utended to great lengths and~ 

without any heed to 'Warnings tbat merobant silipplng 

THE MADRAS STATES DIRECT()RY; 1934., 
(Tbe Pearl Press, Coohin.) 193'.' 250m. ?61p.: 
Rs.5/-

Tme direotory will serve as a guide and r.ferenoe 
book to all those interested in the affairs of the 
Madras Btates viz. Travancore; Coohin, Pudu
kotta, Bandur and BaT\ganapalli. To oommercial 
and business men more partioularly, this book will 
be of gr.at value inasmuoh as it oontalns a list of the' 
important trades in the Btat.s. There are good and, 
attraotive illustrations and the directory Is well 
got up, The information supplied seems to be' 
up-to-date. 

B. R. V. 

~ iSttllllttt,O'US •. 

WOMEN & THE NEW CONSTITUTIdN. 
A meeting oflhe representatives of lhe Ihree IDa/rum's 

organisalicms viz. the All-India' Women's Can/Brenes, 
the .All· India Women's National Council and the 
Women's Indian Association was recently held at Delhi 
for cunsider.ng the J. P. C. repurt in safar as it aflecl8 
women. Ths following joint statement issued at the c0n

clusion 01 the. meeting embodies Ihs views of lhe 1D0men's 
organisations on the report , 

WE feel that the Joint Parliamentary Com
mittee was animat.d by a genuin,e desir~ teo 

bring women in gr.ater numbers on ~he 
eleotoral rolls and.to give them a delioite plaoe in the 
egislature under the new oonstitution. For this spirit 
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of s'ynlpath,. with UI and also for the unqualified r&. SECOND CHAMBERS, 
cognition pf the pari that women must pIa,. in the' If ,ceTtain s~lected provlDcl. are dsfinltel,. 
publio life of the country, we plaoa on record our to be bOTdened WIth ~eoond Chamber., we 'see n~ 
sioC8Te appreciation. At the same time, however, reMon wbatsoever why women should not be aooord~ 
we feel oonRtrained to express in no' uncertain ferms, ed a definite place in all these as well as the Counoil 
OUT inability, tl! accept the reoommendmions as tbey, of State. We regard 'it as OUr inherent right and 
stand for the following reasons:-'- must tberefore protest against tlrls omission. ' 

, We, olai!lltbat ,th~re should be '~, deolara-, , ,With Lord Lothian, we are 'unrepentant 
tion of rights in whioh the removal of sex disabilities, believers in tbe system of direct eleotion' ana we 
should be clearly stated. ,We draw attention to tbe therefore, object with an possible emphasis to Indirect 
fact tbat tbe word' sell:'\las been omitted for eHgi-, election at any time or for anyone. We refuse;like
bility ,for holdingpublicoffioes. ( Bee Paragrapb67,· ' wise to accept nomination to the legislatures. 
Volume I. J. P. C. Report). While, feeling. keenly ,We urge that the disql1alification of can
this OIJ;lissioDas a grave 'injustice to us despite our didature sbould not follow on conviction for criminal 
repeated demands in this connection, we hope that tbe offenoe involving a sentenoe of imprisonment u:oeed-
same may even now he re-ctified. ing one year where such offenoe does not involve 

'FRANOHISE: any moral turpitude. (See Paragrapb 77. Volume I. 
J. P. C. Report.)" 

The greater number of women enfranohised CONCLUSION. 
under, the recommendations are going to be the wives While mentioning the above details, we wish 
and widows of property.holders and to this number to make it quite olear tha~ even if we had seoured or 
have also been added the wives of meD with military secure for ourselves all that we hlld wished for or 
servioe qualification and pensioned widows and wish to seoure Bnd if at tbe same time we felt that 
mothers of military officials and' soldi.rs. ·Our the recommendations as a wbole were not in the true 
reasons Jar our strong objection to this method of interests of India, we would, as women and natural 
enfranchisement have been stated in olear language guardians of the future generations, feel it our boun
on more than one onoasion. They still hold good and den duty to deny all special privileges for ourselves 
we regret tbat despite our protest ,a qualification for tbe sake of the common good. In tbe light of the 
wholly unacoep~able to us is being sought to be im-general oritioisms of the report we know that the 
posed on us. recommendations are not aooeptable to all sbades of 

We reiterate our belief in an equitable method representative opinion in tbe country. We, therefore. 
of election and attaoh equal importance to the quality join in this widespread protest and still hope against 
as well as the quantity of women's votes. We objeot hope tbat sucb a new oonstitution may eventually be 
strongly to tbe doubling of the vote for any vested in- ,created as will meet with general approbation. 
terest as being against ,all. canons of justice for tbe 
poor who constitute India's main popUlation snd 
against all de_atic prinoiples. We again urge the 
aoceptance of our proposal. for tbe introduotion of 
adult suffrage, to begin witb in tbe urb~n .. reas, for 
purposes of increasiag our electoral numbers. 

ADMINISTRt.TIVE DIFFICULTIES. 

'In our opinion far too 'muoh weigbt has 
from the outset been laid on the administrative 'diffi
culties wbere women are concerned. This opinion is 
practioally strengthened by tbe number of purdah 
women who went to tbe polls in tbe recent Assembly 
elections. We protest strongly against the .invidious 
differentiation that bas been made between provinces 
with regard to literacy and property qualifications. 
The' application' of the oonditions and other details, 
including the omission of wives and widows of tbose 
holding educational qualification (if" wifehood" is 
a qualifioation 1 is uDreasonably persisted in. 

We have not swerved from our conviction 
that we do not on prinCiple approve of reservation of 
seats fil tbe legislatures for ourselves or for any par
tioular interest. Nevertheless, seeing that this 
expedient may unfortunately be imposed on us during 
the transition period, we deplore tbe entire omission 
of women from tbe legi.latures of several provinces 
and tbe total exolusion, for wbatever reason, of the 
women of the .Nortb-West Frontier PrOVince from 
all oitizen~hip rights inoluding francbise. We feel 
very strongly that in the case of those provinces 
wbere women may be said to be less vocal the exclu
sion of tbeir repre.entathes from the legi.latu res 
would constitute a grave omission and negleot of tbe 
:Yery oause for w hioh we stand We also claim that 
no disability sbould attach to women in any provinoe 
tbat may be duly oreated. 
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