The

20

(=]

°'|’ <&»

3 Q r a n n E

a .

]

3 .

% -

o2 Editor: B. &, Vaze Office : SERVANTS OF InpiA BoorEr¥, Pooxa,

* SEPTEMBER 27, 1934, { INOIAN  gomgy, B85

Vor XVII No. 38. | POONA—THURSDAY, » 1934, { wormian T

CONTENTS,

Page
TOFICS OF THE WEEK we 445
ARTIOLES *—
A Cruel Caricature, By the Rt, Hon'ble V. B,
Brinivasa Sastri. — i
An Unfounded Accusation. .. - AAT
The Congtess and the States’ People. By A.V.
Patvardhan. . e 448
The Dead Hand. By Observer. . 450
OUR LONDON LETTER ... - . 453
REVIEWS :—
Survey of Vedio Religion. By P, 8, Deshmnkh, ... 458
Sugar Industry. By C. J. Robertson. ... . 453
8=HORT No'ngxs w4565
MISCELLANEOUS :—
The Congress Sociaslist Party's Statement. . 455
Topics of the deeh,
Mr. Nariman at Shivaji Mandir.
AS the Assembly election is drawing near, it is

but natural that rival eandidates should attack each
other’s opinions and try to make out how very supe-
rior they are fo the rest in the fiald. Mr., Nariman,
though & Congress candidate, feels his position to be
8 bit shaky between Sir Cowasjes Jehangir on the
one hand and Mr. Jamnadas Mehta on the other,
and a little exuberance in his utterances may well be
condoned. But on occasions he overpasses this 1imit

and makes himseif utterly ridioulous.
»* * »

IN his speech at the Shivaji Mandir in Poona on
Monday last he said that there were only two major
parties in the country in fundamental opposition to
each other : one was the Congress party which stood
for the oountry's freedom and the other was the
Liberal Party which stood for bondage, How did
Mr, Nariman make this out? The Congress has
made Complete Independence the goal of its political
ambition, and Complete Independence means, aceord-
ing to him, severance of the British econnexion in
every shape or form. But Liberal leaders like Sir
Cowasji Jehangir only want Dominion Btatus, and
Myr. Nariman is olear that whoever would not desire
fustantly to go out of the British Empire hankers

after slavery.
ok * *

Mahatma, Prince among Slaves,

IT is of course too much to expeot a busy politician
like Mr. Nariman to go to the paina of finding out just
what Dominion Status means and what sigaificance
the Congress has attached to Independence. He is,
a8 he is fond of saying, but a Congress soldier and he
conceives his business to be just to attack. Bat time
has now come even for Mr. Nariman to know, before
our knight-errant again tilts at the wind-mill, that
the Congrese, though it uses the word “Independonce”™,
and “Complete Independence ' for that matter, has
not decided, even as its final goal, to sever the British
connexion ; it only wants power, not immediately
but in fuiness of time, to sever the connexion if at
that time it 20 chooses, Mr. Nariman must now.inform
himself further that Dominion Status does give
this power. And if a mere desire to have the power
of severance without making up one’s mind to bring
about the actual severance implies s desire to con-
tinue in bondage, then pride of place in the roll of
bond slaves goes not to poor Bir Cowasji Jehangir
but to Mr, Nariman's idol, Mahatma Gandhi.

L] * *

Rejection Impossible ?

ANOTHER statement that Mr. Nariman made at
the Poona meeting was a revelation to us. He said
be had no hope of the Congress, even with the help of
Nationalists, capturing & majority of seats in the
Assembly and carrying a motion for the rejection of
‘the White Paper. Nor had he any hope, assuming
that the White Paper was unexpeotedly rejected by the
Assembly, that Government would drop the White
Paper proposals. A candid statement this.

What then do Congressmen propose to do in the
Aggembly ? Mr. Noriman poged this question to
himself and answered it by saying that he and other
Congressmen sought entry into the Assembly only to
express their disapproval of the White Paper—and
then to set up a constituent assembly for the drafting
of a constitution aathe people would like it, Well, mere
disapproval of the White Paper was a humdrum affair,
not worthy of the sound and fury which Mr. Nariman
expends on it,

But, however innocent he may be of the deeper
subtleties- of Congress strategy, Mr. Nariman ghould
know that’s constituent assembly cannot be broughs

into exisfence unless the White Paper proposals

are first put out of the way. If the Congress is to be
shown as being serious about the constituent assem-
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bly, at any rate a pretence must be kept up that
rejection is not only possible, but certain. Mr,
Nariman may in this matter take a leaf out of Mr,
Satyamurti's bock. He ocan never catch Mr,
Satyamurti owning that rejection is at all in doubt; for
he knows that to do so is to admit that a constituent
asgembly is—a complete bust,
* * »

A Politician among Educationalists.

MgR. K. F, NARIMAR occupies to-dsy a high
position as & responsible public leader, being the
Chairman of the Reception Committee of the coming
gession of the Indian Nutional Congress. This week,
at the Fergusson College, on the oceasjon of its
Annuasl Sooial Gathering, he had an opportunity to
address, as the honoured guest of the day, a large
audience, eonsisting nf the students of the College,
past and present, and distinguished citizens in dif-
forent walks of public life invited as guests, It was
naturally expected that he would, in his appeal o the
sudience, honour those high traditions of public life
which require a Jeader of his position, at sucha social
. function and in the pure atmosphere of an educa-
tional institution, to rise above the turmoil, the pas-
sions and jealousies of ourrent polities and inspire
the feeting of all-round good-will and the spirit
of high endeavour for the common good. But
Mr. Wariman, with the golden opportunity he
had, failed to make & worthy use of it. Indeed,
even as & 'political animal’ (to use his %wn
desoription of himself ), he need not have chosen to
play the role of the animal that barks and bites and
madly runs af every one,

-+ * *

MR. NARIMAN exhorted his young audience to
make the service of the motheriand and sacrifice for
it the mission of their lives, and in this every one
can heartily join with him. He referred to the fact

* that the founders of the Fergusson College had made
self-gacrificing service to the nation the guiding
principle of their work.. But he declared that edu-
cation under the existing systom was incapable of
inspiring this noble idesl. Having thus charged with
fusility the labours of the workers of the College,
he spokes, in rhetorical strains, of foreign domina-
tion and the ‘' slave mentality " that it had produced,
as the root-caus s that vitiated the whole system of
education. He wanted young men to emulate the
example of the British studeants who in days of the
world-war obeyad the call of their nation and readily
sacrificed their all for it,

* +* *

" Now Mr. Nariman knows only too waell that
neither he nor anybody else can for the time being or
in the near future dislodge the * foreigner® from his
dominant position and that it is unjuat to deny ail
worthy motives even to the ‘foreigner’, when it is
his nobility and sense of justice on which he and
his * non-violent® friends rety in their * peaceful ’
offorts for rastoration to liberty. All impassioned
talk about * foreign domiaation ' at & socfal funo-
tion is sheor wasto of breath, and ik is out of place

in an educational institution which is imparting
the benefits of modern knowledge to thousands of
young people by working in honest and seif-res.
pecting co-operation with Government, ‘ foreign ' as

it may be, . .

AS to the ideal of service and sacrifice for the
motherland, there are ways and ways in whioh it
may be preached and praoctised. Does Mr. Nariman
know how the Fergusson College, for inatanos, has
by its patient and self-denying labours, during the
past fifty years, suoceeded in implanting it in the
minds of its alamni? If not, let him go to any dis.
trict or taluka town in the Deccan, and he will find
fts ‘ old boys’ there working for spread of knowledge
in the spirit of self-sacrificing service to their mother-
land, It Isto the labours of these and others from
similar institutions in the Deocan that the country
owes to no small extent its present intellectual do-
velopment which makes it possible for Mr. Nariman
to address huge gatherings of educated people.

* [ 2 &*

THERR is the other method of preaching and
practising the ideal—the hot-house method. That
was tried by Mr. Nariman and others who had the
guidance of the Congress in their hands during the
past few years, They called out young men—eaven

| children—from their studies in schools and oolleges.

working on their unsophisticated sentiments, for
no better work to do than to swell the ranks of
the oivil resisters and gaocl-goers, and left them in
the lurch to shift for themselves., Bright oareers
have. been ruined, homes broken and even preoious
lives loat—all in a wild-goose chase after & promised
gwaraj-in-a-year. 7
» * R )

BUT these hot-house methods along with the
impracticable vows and resolves which they imposed
have,as Mr, Nariman must admit, led to incalou-
lable harm in ofher directions. They have made
hypocrisy the common passport to leadership and
ruined fthe honourable traditions and gracious
atiquette of public life, Mr, Nariman, although
himself & sincere and honest patriot, gave & sad
exhibition of the extent to which even he could
succumb to these degenerating influences,
He thought nothing wrong in using the ocoa-.
gion of & ocollege students’ social gathering
to level accusations against those who be-
long to other politioal persuasions than his own.
But his crowning ot of gracelsssness was his
conversion of the college platforin into the lowest
type of an eleotionesring stage, by the unkind and
unmerited terme of censure in which he referred to a
rival candidate, Does he really think that he haa
thus imparted an edifying lesson to the younger
generation ?

» *

THE younger generstion, however, is no longer
going to be a prey to impassioned appeals of
each and every politician, and it has Jearnt
to take discourteous and unmerited atitacks on
men Bud opicions at their true worth, This must
have been clear enough to Mr. Nariman, when Dr.
Mahajani, the Principal of the Cullege, in his closing
remarks, boidly justified the policy end ideals for
whioh the College has all aloag stood and contradiot-
od some of Mr Nariman's statements, them and
there. The vast audience of his students listened to
him with appreciation even after Mr. Nariman's
oratorical effort and thus Dr. Mahajani scoréd a great
viotory not only for the younger ganaration but aiso
for those qualities of head and heart which have
given him a unigue hold oa thalr miilds .
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‘A ORUEL CARICATURE.
BY V.S. SRINIVASA SASTRL.

WAS congratulsting myself that I was no longer
nuder the neceasity of making election speeches
and getting involved in election controversy.

Aas if to distrub my peace of mind, a friend sent ma
yeosterday a seomingly verbatim report in the Free
Press Journal of s speech made by Mr, Bhulabhai
Desai at Ehar Road on the 17th inst. Reforences
are made in the speech to my master Gokhale and to
me, which it is impossible to ignore. Mr. Desai
refers’at some length to a conversation between us
which took place some weeks ago at Coimbatore.
We discussed the word “ constitutional” and dwelt
on the evolution of its meaning under the stress of
changing circumstances. In reporting parts of this
conversation to his audience, Mr. Desai pute into my
mouth a certain definition of the word of which T
have no recollection whatever. In fact it sounds as
if it had been taken out of a wag's dictionary. The
quotation is long, but I must give it lest I should do
injustice to the spesker:

+ Their ( the Liberals’ ) idea of the word ‘constitutional’

was every form of agitation in which they ran the

smallest risk of incurring the displeasure of the authori-
ties or of receiving any penalty for the breaking of the
supposed law under whioh they lived. That was their
idea of the constitutional method. In other words, the
idea is that if yon oan, consistently with tha safety of your
home, with the safety of your personal freedom, with
no sacrifioe of personal freedom, with no saorifice of
property or comfort and with no sacrifice of the patro-
nage and the patrimonious regard of the English repre-
sentatives who are governing you say “we protest”, then
that is “oonstitutional agitation” according to the
great Liberal leaders of the past.
How a politician can represent his own party in
this unflattering light to a prominent leader of ano-
ther party is inexplicable to me. Mr. Desai must
have heard me, not with his ears, but with his ardent
mind,
It is at this point that he drags in Mr. Gokhale,
It would appear from Mr. Desai’s version of modern
Indisn history that, on Mr, Gokhele’s return from
his South Afriean tour in 1911, he was met by a
police officer armed with a warrant of arrest on
acocount of seditious speeches which he had made
in support of Mr. Gandhi's passive resistance move-
ment. Let me now give Mr. Desai’s own words :

The answer that Mr, Gokhale gave was, ‘I regret very
much for all that I have done, but will you please paocket
the warrant 2 I need hardly say that I have very great
respect for Mr. Gokhale, but as I bave said slready that
‘was typioal of the Liberals, and that was what they under-
stood to be tha ‘constitutional’ method of agitation,

It would be interesting to know the gource of
Mr. Desai’s facts. He makes his own facts and bases
on them a charge of cowardice and weskness against
one for whom he professes great respect, Gokhale
has been dead these nineteem years, the Msahatms

constantly oalls him his political gurw, and all parties |

unite in honouring his memory, Is it proper or

oven necessary for election purposes to hold that |

great name up to contempt? 1t is not truthful and
non-violent nor even legitimate and peaceful.

Mr. Desai doubles back on me after this and pays
me & compliment of such & nature thag I find it hard
to thank him for i, The doings and sufferings of
Congressmen during the last decade and more have
produced & revolution in the political thought of
to-day, and I have not been utterly impervious to the
new influence, The word “constitutional” has acquir-
ed a wider significance. And Mr, Dasai was agreeably
surprised and immensely satisfied when he heard me
define *‘constitutional agitation and struggle to

mean any struggle by  whioh the consti-
tuted  authorities of the State can be made

to come %o an understanding with the people of
the State in order fhat the future constitution of the
ocountry may be framed in consultation with thom.”
In the opinion of Mr. Desai I am so like a eclod
that, if even I oould appreciate the wholesome
change, then he “ must congratulate the oountry on
even the passive effect that it has succeeded . in-
producing.” ‘

The reader must pardon me if I make another
long quotation. This time my source will be Mr.
Gokhale’s own speeches. As early as 1907, within
a month of my joining the Servants of India Society,
Mr. Gokhale had formulated with his usual clear-

ness his ides of “ constitutional agitation.”

Constitutional agitation waa agitation by methods
which they were entitled to adopt to bring about the
changes they desired through the action of constituted
authorities. Thus defined, the field of oconatitutional
agitation was a very wide one. ... The first idea suggested
on a consideration of the question was that physical force
was excluded. Rsbellion, aiding or abetting a foreign inva-
sion and resort to erime—ronghly speaking, barring these
three things, all else was constitutional. No doubt Bvery-~
thing that was constitutional was not necessarily wise .or
expedient; but that was a different matter. Prayers and

appeals to justioe lay at one end; passive resistance, includ- .

ing even ita extreme form of non-payment of taxes till
redress was obtained, lay at the other snd o+« AS regards
the second condition, viz. that redress must be obsained
theough constituted authorities, it was olear that that
implied constant pressure being brought to baar on the
authorities and the idea that they should have nothing to
do with the authorities was one not to be entertained. . ..
The idea that they should leave the authorities seversly
alone and eeek to attain their goal independently of them
was inadmissible and absurd,

I know not whether these words seem too
cautious and balting to Mr., Desai. But tbey are
graven on the minds of the members of the Servants
of India Society and, I believe, also on the minds of

" bundreds of men and women who haveread Gokhsale's

speaches with reverence. To these the idea that
till quite recently Libersl leaders including Gokhale
equated constitutional sgitation with avoidance of
penaliies and the safety of their homes would be

- & eruel caricature,

AN UNFOUNDED - ACCUSATION.

R. K. ¥. NARIMAN, speaking the other day at
the Shivajl Mandir in Poons, stated that, accofd-'
ing o an eniry in the published Djary of Mr.

Montagu, he actually offered full autonomy to the
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Bombay Presidency, but that the leading Moderates
of the day were not prepared to accept it on the
ground that the people were not quite equal to that
big step. The entry referred to is of date the 26th
December, 1917. The names of the Moderate leaders
were Sir Dinshaw E. Wacha, Mr. N. M. Samarth and
8ir Hormueji A. Wadya. The expression actuslly
used in the Diary is not full sutonomy nor full
responsibility, but responsibility. The inference
that My, Nariman drew was that, when the authori-
ties were prepared to give a great deal, the Moderates
threw away the opportunity and were guilty of be-
traying the country’s cause. If a young man with-
out knowledge of the events of that period looked up
the passage in question in the Diary, he might feal
that Mr. Nariman's reading of it was just. But if
the context be made clear to him, it can be shown to
benr a totally different meaning and the leadera of
the Moderate Party will be absolved. We feel al-
most sure that Mr. Narirnan was not aware of the
relevant facts or lost sight of them at the moment.
What were the facts? In some ways the years
1916 and 1917 were remarkable in our political
history. After much bitter controversy the Congress
-constitution adopted in 1308 had been widened so as
toreadmit the extremist section that had broken
away at Surat, This reconcilistion had for its pur-
pose the enabling of the progressive politicians of
India to put forth a united demand for political re-
form. This was soon followed by & rapproachement
between the National Congress and bhe Muslim
League which shines like a bright star in an other-
‘wisge dark firmament. Private negotiations that did
honour to the men concerned brought about a coneur-
rent action by both bodies and, incredible as the
words may sound to the ears of the present genera-
tion, the leaders of the Mahomedan community

.actually recorded the following resolution:—

That the All-India Muslim League, while adopting the
geheme of reforms prepared by the Reform Committee of
the Lesgue and approved by the Council, submits it in
oconjunotion with the Indian National Congress to the
Government for its introduction after tho war as the firat
necessary step towards the establishment of complets
self-government in India.

The Joint Scheme became famous as the Con-
gresg-League Scheme. Public bodies, Mahomedan
as well as non-Mahomedan, all over the couniry,
adopted the socheme and recommended it to
-Government, with slight modifioations if any. One
principal feature of the scheme, germane to the present
discussion, is that, while it msought to make the
legislatures in India predominantly elective and
«clothe them with substantial politioal power, it did
" not make provision for introducing responsibility in

the constitutional sense of the word. In other words
it left the exeoutive irremovable by the vote of the
legisiature, When Mr, Montagn and Lord
Chelmsford, with the delegation from Eogland,
travelied through the conntry ascertaining the views
and wishes of representative peopls, they found nearly
all these, including such men as Messra. Tilak and
Horniman and Jinnah committed to this feature and
combating the introduction of dyarohy and partial
responsibility which they favoured. The views
provalent among our leaders are met forth in the
Rt. Hon'ble V. 8. 8rinivasa Sastri's panphlet entitled
The Congress-League Scheme: An FEzposition, and
the ourious reader will discover that the partiality
for a fixed exeoutive was based, not on a desirs
to keep the Indian nation backward or on an
unduly low estimate of their political oapaocity,
but on a genuine feeling that the conditions of India
required a systemn more like the American or Swiss
system than the British. Mr. Montagu was favour-
ably impressed with the general advanoce that he
perceived in the Bombay Presidenoy and persuaded
himself somehow that its leading men wonld eagerly
embrace his plan of conferring responsibility upon
the people, partial though it be, Sir Dinshaw
Wacha, Sir Hormusji Wadya and Mr. Samarth did
not jump to the bait but maintained the greater
suitability to Indian oircumstances of the Congress-
League plan, Naturally Mr. Montagu was keenly
disappointed and recorded tha dissppointment in his
Diary. Bearing thess faots in mind, who would
venture to say that, but for the timidicy or culpable
back wardness of the Bombay Moderates, the Western
Pregidency might have obtained a far greater
mesasure of self-government many yeara in advance
of the rest of India ?

In passing judgment on the previous generation
of our leaders it is also necessary to remember the
sequel. In point of faot the general consensus of
Indian opinion in favour of the Congress-Lieague
goheme did not prevail. The now-famous Montagu-
Chelmsford report devotes a whole chapter to the
refutation of its principles, and the final recommenda-
tions included the introduction of partial responsi-
bility into the provinecial governments in socordance
with the oounsel of Mr. Lionel Curtis, to whom the
paternity of the dyarchioc scheme is generally
asoribed. When in 1919 Indian witnesses appesred
before the Joint Seleot Committee as representatives
of the various political bodies, all parties, having
accepted the logio of faots, asbandoned the Congress-
League Scheme and either actively applauded, or
quietly acquiesoced in, the introduciion of the system

of ins and oufs,

CONGRESS AND THE STATES PEOPLE.

AGREE entirely with the urgent plea made by
United India and Indian States, in its issue of 15th
September, for s elear definition of the place which

‘the States’ people are intended to hold in the Congreas
constitution. At present they are allowed to join the
Congress and its subordinate organs &g much as the
people in British India. From this one would gather

that the States’ people are accorded,on Congress bodies

_the same rights and privileges which British Indisns

enjoy ; that is to say, that they can form District
Congress Committees in the States and vote at meet~
ings of the Provincial Congress Committess the same
as British Indians, This would be quite's legitimate
inference, but it dees not happea to accord with facts



SEPTEMBER 27, 1934,]

THE SERVANT OF INDJIA.

- 449

—in all provinces. In Gujerat, for instance, the Con-
gress members drawn from the neighbouring States
are denied the rights to which British Indian mem-
bers of the Congress amre entitied. The people in
Kathiawad States can. join the Congress and take
aotive part in the Congress movement, whioch at
present is confined fo British India, but cannot exer-
oise the right of voting at the Gujerat Provinecial
Congress Committee, where it is possible that thay
may even be in a mumerical majority, In fack the
States’ peoples in Cutoch and XKathiawad ecomplain
bitterly about the very anomalous position which
they ocoupy in the Congress. For they are called
upon to bear the burden of battle in British India
without being given their proper share in the deter-
mination of the Congress polioy. Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel fights themn as heroically in Abmedabad as he
fought the forces of imperislism at Bardoli.. The
Congress must therefore either exclude the States’
people from its entire organisation or, eontinuing to
admit them, give them all the rights that British
Indiacs are given. Either course would be logical,
but its present policy is utterly illogical and must
be changed,

This, however, is a purely domestic problem
affecting only the iaternal organisation of the Con-
gress. But there is a question of wider significance
which awaite solution, and that ig whether the Clon-
gress is to concern itself exclusively with British
Indian politics or whether it is to take cognisance of
events happeaing in the Indian States also. This is
a major issue of polioy, on which sharp differences of
opinion exist, and it has become urgently NeCessary
that the question ghould be sericusly considered by
the Congress and decided finally one way or the

. other. Purna Swaraj is the objective of the Qongress,
but no one can say definitely now whether it has re-
ference only to British India or to the whole of India
inoluding the States. Ae a matter of fact, the Con-
gress has so far addressed itself to problema touching
British Indians alone; the woes of the States’ people
it has stadiously left alone, except that now and then
it has indulged in a pious expression of opinion thut
the States’ people should some time or othet come
into their own. This it has done in such a distant
way that its very resolutions on the subject were a
sort of warning to the people from the States that they
must not expsct any active assistance in bringing
about the desired reforms in the States. There should
be left no doubt on the point whether the Congress
regards the States as outside its immediate concern or
whether the whole of India, including the States, is
to be its field of activity, If it decides in favour of
restricting its activities to British India, it must
deolare either that it will keep out the States’ people
altogether or admit them in the same way as it
admits foreigners who, with altruistic motives, may
join the Congress and render help to it, but who have
no right o expeot similar help from the Congress in
return, If such a declaration is forthcom‘ihg, then
the States’ people will know what ia itt store for thein

as members of the Congress and it will not be the
fault of the Congrems if many of them allow their
names to be maintalned ou ita register thereafter.

If, however, it is decided that the Congress must
embrace within its sphers of activity the States as
wall as British Indis, it will further have to be decid-
ed whether it is to work in the States through its
members drawn from the States alone. Mahatma
Gandhi has. in his yeply to Mr, N. C, Kelkar, given
some measure of support to the theory of non-interfe-
rence on the part of the Congress in the States’ affairs,
This theory may mean ome of two things» it may
mean either that the Congress is a purely British
Indian Congress ‘and must on that account desis
from taking active part in the concerns of the States;
or it may mean that it is an Indian National Con-
gress in the full sense of the term devoting itself to
States’ affaira as much as to British Indian affairs,
but with this reservation, viz. that it works in one
part of India through its people andi m the other
through its, . Wa have alresdy conmdered the former
hypothesis. On the basis of the Iatter hypothesis the
prinociple of non-interference can only mean that
while the Congress will have membera both in British
India and in the States, it wil! work for politioal reform
inBritish India only through the agency of its British
Indian members and in tha States only through the
agenoy of its States’ members. If Mahatma Gandhi
wishes such compartmentalism to be introdnced into
the Congress sctivities, then it should be remembered,
first of all,that the States’ people musat not be allowed
to mix themselves up with British Indian agitation, as
they are constantly doing at present. Does Mahatma
Gandhi desire, or is he even prepared for, their with-
drawal from his satyagraha campaigns, all of them
inasugurated in British India and for British Indians ?
Such withdrawal is imperatively necessary if the
principle of non-interference is to be carried out in
ita entirety. If the States are foreign territory to
British India, British India is equally foregin
territory-to the States’ people; and if British Indians
must pursue a hands off policy towards the States,
the States’ people too must pursue a hands off policy
towards British India. Whatever the Congress may
decide, it is of the first importance now, when the
Congress constitution is going to be overhauled, that
8 final decision should be taken on this subject in
clear terms and announc ¢4 to all concerned.

The Congress decisxon m ay be any of the follow-
ing i— ' :

(i) That it coneerns itself only with British
India and that, therefore, no State subject can
have a piace in it, except perhaps a8 an outsxde
aympathlser ;o
" (ii) that it conoarns itself equaily with British
India and the Indmn States, "and that, therefore,
people in both parts can become ita members,

(a) but that British Indian members must keep
sloof from States’ politics and Indian States
members from Brmsh Indian politics,

(b) and that British Indian members can take
part indifferently in British Indian and States’
politics and States members can tske part in-
differently in States’ and British Indian politios,
Only these three conclusions are possible; it is for
the Congress to choose any one of them,
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The present practice of the Congress is inconsis-
tent with any of the theories on which the above
conclusions are based ; it is thus self-contradiotory.
The inconsistency is very well pointed out by United
India in the following extract from its artiole :—

The Congress is a political body whose objective is
politioally confined to British India ; but when it enliats
members in the States, it puta no ban on their activities
and a large number of subjects from Indian States went to
prison during the deys of civil disobedience, Buch mem-
bers too are allowed %o vote during all disoussions of tha
Congress, political or otherwise—discussions whieh con-
oern only British India, We cannot imagine any convin-
oing reasons for giving representation to Statey’ subjects
in the consatitution of the Congress ; and we raspeotfully
invite responsible Congress leaders to advaunoe a aatis-
faotory argument in support of the prasent praotice of the
Qongreas oonstitution which ignores fandamental sonsti-
tutional barriers with no compensatory results., A little
reflection will show that the present representation
is a monstrosity which will met survive any logioal test.
There is no politioal gosl whioh the National Congreas
has presoribed for the States; there is no method of oivil
disobedience or entry into the legislatures of the States
whioch the Congress is applying to the States. Why then
should not the Congreas take its hands off the States once
and for all? There are other ways in which British
India oan help the people in the States. Our only point is
that it is unconstitutioral as woll indecent of the Con-

gress to continne the pressnt sonstitution of the Congress
and reoruit Congressmen from ths States. As we havs
maid, it prejudicen the State authorities; it doss not help
the States; and the Oongress iteelf creates enemies by
oreating trouble in areas In whioh by its own profes-
sions it has no locus standi and bas emphatically dis-
olaimed any politioal juriadiotion.
United India assumes here that the political objective
of the Congresa has reference merely to British India;
if so, it follows, as the paper arguas very ocogently,
that the States’ people have mno right to be in the
Congrees and must sk any rate abstain from British
Indian politics, But if the Congress objeotive is more
oomprehensive and is to be achieved by & joint effort
on the part of British Indians and the Indian States’
people, then Brifish Indisns will bave no exouse for
not giving active assistanceto the States’ people in
achieving respomsible government in the States ;
they cannot invoke the principle of noun-interference
which Mahatma Gandhi has suddenly remetnbered
after giving full rein to the States’ people to meddle
in British India.
Which of these positions will the Congress take
up? It cannot leave things indeterminate ‘as at
prasent,

A, V. PATVARDHAR,

THE DEAD HAND.

FTTRQUESTIONABLY the worat defect in the fe-
derai scheme outlined in the. Whits Paper is the
absence therefrom of & reasonably flexibie

procedure for future constitutional amendment. The

‘White- Paper conatitution is wholly inflexible since

no modifieation in it of an all-India character is ak

-all possible unlees every State unit of the federation

gives its individual consent to it. Any single State

—and they will be there by hundreds—will thus have

the power of vetoing every such amendment. A

federation of such rigidity is unknown to the world,

but this fact does not deter our politicians, for they

-geem to think that this requirement of a unanimous

-consent of all the acceding States may appear to be

a formidable impediment in the way of suitable

-constitutional revision in the future, if we consider

the question from & purely theoretical standpoint,

but from the praotical point of view it will not be
8 serious obstacle at all.

If you aesk them how,

they just answer : “Depend upon it, the States will

-teadily give their consent to all the amedments that
The diffioulty is not about the

future; it is about the present. Let the States come

into the federation, even with the veto power. ¥You
will then find that everything will pan out quite
nicely and that the States will in fact smile sweetly
-on every amendment that you msy propose.

have no fear on that score at all,

: Andif |
they do not, we shall make them agree. You need :
What is required

f=a little sense of realism in our oritics who are apt |

to be-ductrinaire.”

Why eur politicians look narrowly and even
suspiciously into every provision coneerning British
India and why they assume an overflowing amount
-of good-will and generosity on the part of the Princes

| them,
| our politioal weather-prophets always presage “fair

in considering provisions affecting the Indian States
it is difficult to underatand. See for insiance how dis-
tressed they are at the omission of the words “Domi-~
nion Status ' from the preamble to the Constitution
Act to be passed by the British Parliament. Even
if the preamble consisted of nothing but Dominion
Status repeated a bundred times over, it will have
no legsl force whatever. The old declarations about
Dominion Status have not been ocancelled; on the
contrary they have been reaffirmed. But the mere
absence of those words in the preamble of the new Act
is proof positive to our politiocians that the British
Government does not want to sand will not confer
Dominion Status upon India at sny timein future.
On the other hand, the States say, * You shan't
impose upon us any constitutionsl amendment even
if you pass it by a& nioe.tenths majority in the
federal legislature, We shall be freeto treat every
such amendment as: null and void, if we please,”
But even then our politicians expiain: “The Princes
are accustomed to draw the long bow; don't take
literally what they say. They will in practice
accept every amendment which you may press upon
Wa must iudulge theee rulers a bit.” Why

weather” in the Indian States and “thunder” in
British India it is not at sll possible for me to
divine. I don’t know if there is anything fn
Indian human nature which makes even autocratic
Indiana behave like democrats. But if it is not so, and ;
if history is to be any guide, the veta power given to |
oach one of the Princes under the White Faper ‘
gchema will render-our constitution wlolly unamend-{
able like the law of Medes and Persians. %
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In Canada there are only nine provinoes, and it:
is supposed that no change in her organic law is
possible unlees all the nine provinoces agree to the
.change. There is no constitutional provision to this
affeot, but only a sort of informal wunderstanding.
Even so, the position has bocome thoroughly intolers
able in Canada; she finds herself utterly powerless
to bring about a change in the distribution of powers
of the provincial and Dominion Governments, which
‘ia vitally necessary in order to cope with the present
economic depression. In India unanimous consent
will be required—not of nine States but of two or
three hundred—and such consent will be required
not only for redistribution of powers, which is a
.comparatively simple affair, but for substitution of
democracy for autooracy; and yet our hot-gospeliers
of foederation say blithely : Don’t bother; everything
will come right in the end. _

The difficulties that are experienced in Canada
on account of her being saddled with a rigid
constitutional system are graphically described in
the following excerpts from an article in the Canadian
Forum by Mr. Norman McL. Rogers, Associate
Professor of Political Sciencs at Queen’s University,
who took & prominent part in the Nova Scotia

Economie Inquiry :—

“The growing demand for constitutional revision
in Canada has proceeded pari rassw with the awak-
ening of & new social philosophy. That new socinl
philosopbhy is in large part the product of industrial-
iem, It originates in dissatisfaction with the social
instability inherent in the modern organization of
industry and commerce. Iis objective is s larger
meagure of security for wage-earners to be obtained
by the interveation. of the State in:'the economie life
of the commurity, In the pre-war period this new
social philosophy had made littla progress in Cansda.
The conditions favourable to its growth did not exist
in this country. In our outlook and organization we
were still an agrarian community, The industrial
sector was relaiively unimportant in our sconomis
lifo until. the turn of the century.. Even in the first
decads of the new century the tras frontiers of ex-
pansion wetre on the western prairies, Wa were still
in essentials an agrarian country although the in-
dustrial. sector was expanding rapidly under the
stimulus of western settlement and improved trans-
portation. Under such eonditions'the defects of the
Federal Constitution were not readily apparent. A
rigid constitutional system will not necessarily pro-
duce friction while the economic life of the -com-
munity is permitted to funetion for the most part in
a regime of private enterprise and freedom of eon-
tract. The real difficulty arises whenthe economio
system fails to funetion adequately under private
enterprise and the need is recognized’ for a larger
degree of sooial control. Then it becomes apparent
‘that rigidities in the constitutional system must bo
olaxed in order to permit the degree of centralized
control necessary to. guide the economic system
towards pre-determined social objectives.

* Bven the failure of the British North Amaerica
Act to provide a flexible procedure for its own
amendment would not have made us acutely con-
goious of our handiesps if the courts in their inter-
pretation of the- Constitution had given a broad’ con-
struction of the powers sesigned toi the national
suthority. Bub the: Judicisl Committee of iz Privy
Council was too firmly entrenched imt its position as
the self-appointed guardian of provincial rights to
give a direction' to the Constitution' which might

have enabled the nationa} autherity to apply induss
trial controls as the necessity arose. Almost every:

 attempt on the part of the Dominion Pdrliament te

establish a jurisdiotion over industrial conditions hay
foundered on the judicial interpretation of * propersy-
and civil rights’ as originally assigned to the proe
vinoes. The impotence of the Dominion was revealsd
strikingly in the oase of Snider 3. Toronto Eleotrie
Commissioners in whieh the Privy Counoil denied
the validity of Dominion legislation providing for the
eompulsory investigation of labour disputes in publie
utilities, and agairy when it was discovered that the .
Dominion. did not possess: the power to implement
the signature of its represeatstives to the internas
tional oconvention for the eight-hour day. During
the war period the eomstitutional infirmities of the
Dominion Parliament were concealed temporarily
by the wide powers it sssumed under the War
Measures Act. With- the resumption of peace these
extraordinary controls: were removed. But our eyes
were agsin blinded to the inherent weakness of the
Foderal Constitution by the fevered. prosperity
whichk marked the final debaucsh of the old indus-
trial order in the four years whish. proceded the
major sconomic orisis of 1930.

“It hias baen emphasized that the movement for
constitutional amendment in Canade has been given
its major impstus by the recent trend towards state
intervention in economio life. As thabt trend has
become more clearly defined it has directed attention
to the inability of the national government in Cana~
da to oarry out any large measurs of ameliorative
legislation without exceeding its constitutional juris-
diction. A question may be raised as to the persis
tenoce of this movement towards state intervention.
Is i & short-term or & long-term pbase of social
development ? Perhaps it is too soon to give a final
answer, but the balance of opinion appears to incline
steadily towards the long-term theory. The worda
of Professor Edwin Gay of Harvard are worth re-
peating. ‘Are we dealing now with what looks 1ike
a new era, a new period of history, a desire for in-
oreased social sbability ? Or are we faced with &
comparatively short-term movement which has been
greatly emphasized and stimulated by the experi-
ences of the recent crisis? On this latter point I
eXpress my own personal view as a student of econo-
mic history, that a ocomparatively short period of
expansion—of laissez faire—rolatively to & longer
preceding period animated by a desire for economic
organization, is now being followad by the beginning
of a new period ; that we are going, at firat still ap-
parently haphusgardly, into a new period of economic
and social organization which is iikely to last for a
considerable period.” It may still be urged, however,
that so recent & change in‘ social philosophy is a
tenuous justification for the revisiod or reconstrue- .
tion of a constitution which: has stood almost invio-
lats for sixty-seven years, It. is true. that social
philosophies and politioal theories are impalpable,
but do they not also form the foundation of cur laws
and institutions? And is it not true that changes in
these theories are of the very essence of sooial
progress ? If we are to move' steadily forward a just
reverence for inherited traditions must be matched
by a willingness: to fashion these institutions for the
att sinment of new ideals, We must oleave to thut
which is good but reject as readily that which is
archai¢ and' useless, Otlierwise we place oliraslves
under the dictatorship of our ancestors who were
neither more wise nor more far-sesing than our-
gelves, The. truth is- that. the: work we want the
British North Awmerica Aot to permit us to- do- to-
day is far different from that "which was in the
mindg of those'who framed it. And this living gene-
ration of the Dominion ig' entitled to contrive an
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instrument of government which will assist in the
realization of its own purposes. The philcsopby in
which the British North America Act was conceived
has been gradually superseded by the dootrine of
state intervention for ancisl reform. This changing
view of the functions aund responsibilities of the na«
tional government must be given scope for expres-
sion through our political institutions,

“Tn our approach to the problem of constitutional
revigion it will be necessary to distinguish between
the present need for specific amendments and the
Iarger question of devising a flexible procedure of
amendment which shall be incorporated in the Bri-
tish North America Act and provide us with the
effective means of securing further revision when
necessary. It is possible that the consent of all the
provirces might be ' obtained for ecertain specifie
amendments of the constifution af the present junc-
ture. But this sucerss will not meet the fundamental
problem of finding = reasonably flexible mechanism
for future amendments, When the issue is faced it
must be faced as a whole. A piecemesl settlement
may be worse than no sclution at all if it gives sup-
port to the constitutionsl rigidity implied in the doc-
trine of unanimous provincial consent to every
amendment of the British North America Act. Poli-
tical expediency mey counsel postponement of the
larger issue. In the long view it is necessary to
combine the question of immediate revision with
the formulation of a permanent procedure for
future revision. It' would peem that the time
is now opportune to grapple with this vital
problem of constitutional reconstruction. The ex-
perieros of the past four years has enabled us to
see more clearly than before the handicaps which
prevent us from applying legislative remedies to
some of the grave abuses of the present economic
and social order. The chaotic finaneial inter-relas-
tionships of the Dominion and the provinces have
been brought into strong relief during the post-war
period. The financial difficulties of the federal sys.
tem are bound uwp with the distribution of powers
and the division of fields of taxation. The complexity
of this aspect of the problem requires that the work
of revision shall be preceded by careful study. These
preliminary investigations® will determine the suc-
cess of the final outcome. The diffienlty of the taek
must not be underestimated. We must recognize
that the fcundstions of the British Nurth America
Act have been weskened by a process of slow sub-
sidence. Its superstructure hse been weatherbeaten
by the storm and stress of the past four years. In
design and content there is need for repsir and reno-
vation. The work of ceonstitutional reconstruetion
presents a challenge to Canadisnstatesmanship.”

It should be remembered that Mr. Rogers, in
urging the desirability of laying unhboly hards on

instrument for attacking the immediate problems
before the country, but so as to provide a permanent
mechinery for introducing suitable amendments in

future whenever necessary.
OBSERVER.

Owr London Fetter.

{BY AIR MAIL,)
{ From Our Qorrespondent. )
: LONDOR, 14th September.
THE REFORMS PROPOSALS, - -

_ duties, and with the Report of the Joint Select

ing : .' feon, 8 century ago,
.NOW that we are reaching the ehd of the holiday Crusades, Napoteon, y

season and politicians are coming back to their

Committes looming ahead, the political journalists
arebeginning to msit up once more and take notice.
So there are observable once more occasioual
paragraphs dealing with the Indian situntion
and purporting to forecast some at least of
the probabie proposalas to ba contained in the
Report. From & closer examination of these para-
graphs, they sppear to emanate from one or two
weil-known but not very suthoritative sournes and
are apparently being ciroulated in antioipation of the
Tory conference to be held mnext month, whilss the
Joint Select Committes, which suspended its sessions -
on August 1et, having, it is believed, completed its
congideration of smendments to the draft Repor
presented by the Chairman, will have then resumed
its sittings for & revision of the Report itself, which,
in substance though not in form, will be a majority
Report. It is believed in certain circles that it will
be accompaniad by three sets of dissentient minutes.

The Morning Post publishes a dispatch from its
Caloutta correspondent expressing the fears alleged
to be held in European circles in India at the report
that appears tc be ciroulated there that the Joint
Select Committee has found itself unable, for reasons
of practicability, to separate the Specisl Branch
from the rest of the Police portfolio in the Provinces.
Henoe, it is stated, it is intended to recommed the
complate transfer of the Police, How far this
rumour is well-baged, it is st present impossible to
discover, but the paper’s political correspondent falls
over himself in his indignation at the disregard of
the recommendations of the Huropean Association.
On the other hand, in conversation with a well-known
former Bengal Police officer of high rank, he agreed
with me that it would be difficult, if not impossible,
to separate the Special Branoh  from the Police
portfolio as a whole. . :

It is saliently remarked in the Daily Express
that the Report will be even less welcome to the
Indian extremists than the White Paper itself,
Whether the writer knew that it is not the extremists
alone who are likely to be still more disappointed
with the Report than with the White Paper is not
olear. Perhaps, however, he was hoping by his stabe-

| ment to mollify Mr. Churchill and his die-hards, It

is, however, very unlikely that Mr. Churochill at any
rate, will throw up the sponge so readily. He has
other reasons for wishingthe downfall of the Govern~
ment, as Mr, Amery shrewdly reminded the House a
fow weeks ago. ‘

OF INTEREST TO INDIA.

The deposition of the Raja of Jhabua has been
widely noted here in papers which formerly were
entirely ignorant of the existence of this small
principality, The Siar, s Liberal paper, ragards' it
a5 “one more instance of the quiet way in which

the Canadian constitution, suggests not merely that | British rule serves the people of India by saving

the constitution be amended so a8 to make it & good

them from themselves,” and by showing “all the
ruling princes of India that & certain stan({ard of
governing efficiency is demanded of them. * The
paragraphist might have remembered that it is not
only a moral but a legal obligation that the Crown
exercises in such cases of oppression as that
complained of in the case of Jhabusa, _nnd that 8
widespread complaint among the Indian .Shal:ga
peoples is that the paramouni power exerclses ite
right and privilege too seldom and often too late.

: There was. s time when we associated our
opponents with the unpleasant things of life and
frightened our children to sleop with them, as, for
example, in the case of Saladin, in the days of the
and the Germans

in more modern times. We hava, however, learnt to

.do better with them now and to associaie them in the

minds of youth with some of the more sucoulent
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-objects of enjoyment, for instance, there are certain
sweets known as blacx and white balls, composed of
gluocose and peppermint. In one place in Lanoashire
these tasty sweets ave accompanied by the following
thyme:
“ Boys and girls, you've heard of seas
And pale blue Indian akies,
Bt p'raps you've never tasted these,
Qur old friend Gandbi’s eyes. ™
As the Manchester (Guardian  paragraphist
comments, “ No serious distespect to the greab
Indian was intended, And he can reflect that there
are not many people in the world whose fame is wide
enough to be applied to children’s sweets. ”

Lhevipws.
[ —— ————————— ———————— ————————-
SURVEY OF VEDIC RELIGION.

“THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT IN VEDIC

LITERATURE By P.S. DESHMUKH. { Oxford
Univ, Press.) 1933, 22cm. 378p. Rs. 15/—

IN this thesis submitted for the degree of D. Phil.

—
—

-at Oxford, Dr. Deshmukh undertukes a fresh survey.

of Vedic religion. He has viewed the growth of
religion in Vedic times in India against a wide back-
ground, and one half of the book is taken up with a
ssuccinct summary of the results of modern research
on the religion of the earliest Aryans, called Indo-

Europeans by the author, and on its subsequent
devalopment in the Indo-Iranian period, The purvey
of Vedic religion itself is & very well-studied and
up-to-date piece of work which takes full acoount of
the results obtained by recent writers like Hillebrandt
and Griswold. Dr. Deshmukh’s knowledge of the
leading authorities in his subject and of his texts is
evident on every page, and he deserves to bes con-
gratulatad on the high level of excellence attained
by him in his difficult task.

At the outset the author disousses the definition
of religion and points out that what is understood
by religion has no exact equivalent in Sanskris,
though dharma is the nesrest approach to it, Turning

.then to the origin of religion, he combats the view
thaf:. religion grew out of magio, and finds the earliest
exhibition of religious feeling in the Melanesian
-concept og mana, 8 mysterious power that is transfer-
able and is oapable of assuming an anthropomorphic
oharpcter. The conclusions thus reached are thea
applied to the history of Indo-European religion, and
‘the dewmonstration takes the line of establishing three
propositions which, in spite of their negative charac-
ter, are of considerable importance to a clear under-
standing of the course of development among the
Indo-Europeans : (1) magic is not older than religion,
(2) prayer is not derived from charms and (3 ) priests
wore not et first magicians, By Indo-Europeans is
meant not g0 much a single specific race of pristine
purity a8 a more or less mixed group of related
pooples.

Progress and degeneration are question-begging
terme, but we find it difficult to accept the author's
view when he says: ‘In the form of giving undue
importancs to sacrifice, the mental degeneration of
of the Vedic Indians bad already begun and gone a
fan: way even during that comparatively bright
period of the Rig-Veda. To this was soon to be add-
ed magic and witchoraft and, lastly, priestoraft’
{p. 62 ; see also pp. 156, 267-8 eto.). What is the placs,

in this view, of upanishadic thought, the conditions |

that led to its elaboration, and the significance of all
that it stands for? Woe suggest that Dr. Deshmukh
hag dropped rather prematurely the distinction bet-
ween religion and magic he set up so properly and

with suoh effort as necessary for a proper under.
standing of the history of the religious spirit among
the Indo-European peoples, and that he reads too
much of later history into the early phases of Vedio
religion,

Profesgor Winternitz made s substantial sdvance
in his classifioation” of Vedic literature, and it is
somewhat disappointing to find this olassification
rejected on very inadeguate grounds( p.188 ). It is
equally unpatisfactory that there is no reference to
Winternitz or his views in the section on Vedie
chronology which just repeats the superstitions of
English scholarship on the subject. '

The rejoction of Oldenberg’s theory, supported

'by Griswold, that the Adityas go back fo the Indo-

Iranian period, if not to an earlier stage, seems to
rest on very proper grounds { pp. 230-31 ), Dr. Dash-.
mukh's explanation of the waning of Varuna and the
rise of Indra  to prominence as the result of the
changed conditions of Aryan life in india (pp.251-2).
is iuteresting and sounds quite probable. Equally
interesting, though not quite so convincing, is the
view that is presented of Brihaspati as ‘an Indraized
sacrificial deity’ ( p. 293). '

In his general discussion on Vedio gods ( Ch,
XIII ) the author doss well to show that the praise of
any deity as supreme was only the result of an: at.
tempt to please to the utmost the god that the wor.
shipper had in his mind at the moment, that it led
to no comparisons between gods ms in the later
period of sectarian religion, and that it is inacourate
to describe this phenomenon as Henotheism (Max
Muller) or to postulate the ousting of one deity by
another., But we are not so sure that the phrase
‘pantheistic polytheism®’, which the author adopts
from Hopkins, describes the Vedie system more ao-
curately ; and the suthor’s quarrel with Prof, Radha-
krishnan’s ‘view that the later Vediec poeta were
inclined to monotheism is mnot easy to understand.
He argues that “the very faot that he ( Prajapati-
Visvakarma-Hiranyagarbha ) is regarded ms the
oreator of other gods shows that he was only one of
the gods.” ( p. 324 ). One may doubt the sonndness of
this argument. We believe with Radhakrishnan
that there was a drift towards monotheism and
monism ; Ananda Kumaraswami hes, in fact,
proposed to equate the term ' deva ' with ‘ angel ’ and
this, we think, is correct. Dr. Deshmukh gays: “If
the religious thought of the Rigveda led to panthei-
stic polytheism,  its philosophic thought led to
monism as surely and as inevitably” ( p. 331). It is
possible that further reflection, he has been a busy
man of affairs since he left his University, leads him
to modify the first half of the statement.

" On the whole, Dr. Deshmukh’s work is a striking
production in an important and difficult field of
study and “will serve,” as Prof. Keith says in his
Foreword, “as a stimulating introduction to these
topies to those who desire to have fuller know-
edge.” .

8 K. A. NILEANTHA SASTAL

"SUGAR INDUSTRY.

WORLD SUGAR, PRODUCTION AND CON-
SUMPTION. By C. J. ROBERTSON. (John
Bale.) 1934. 200m. 142p, 5/-.
THE INDIAN SUGAR INDUSTRY. By M, P.
GANDEI, (The Book Co., Caloutts.) 1934, 23om,
286 + ixxp, Rs. 5-8-0. -
THE development of the sugar industry inthiscountry .

has of recent years been & subject of active
interest to the industrialist and the economist as well,

It is, however, surprising to note that Indis, the



452

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ SEPTEMBER 27, 1934.

original home of sugarcane and its manufacture, bas
for generations in the past been mostly dependent on
foreign imports even for this elementary need of life.
It is only in post-war years that Indian sugar indus-
try has received its due meed of recogmition in the
national economy of this country ,and attempts sare
now being made to develop it on 8 wider soale under
the aegis of protective tariffs. The appearance of
the two monographe under review at such a moment
would, we think, be considered as most welcome and
opportune,
Mr, C. J. Robertson in his “WorldSugar” gives
a comprehensive survey of world’s eygar production
and consumption, both from cane and beet, and laya
greater emphaais on the geographical and economie
aspécts than on the technical side of factory pro-
duction. His appeal is more to students of economics
than to technicians and as such, matters like Iabour
supply, sccess to markets, utilization of mnatural
fg.oilities, effects of climate and density of populn-
tion, modes of consumption and dietary, tariffs, and
resenrch, ete. are of supreme importance. “The world
trade in sugar”, he points out, “presents particularly
an interesting feature of bringing infto direct com-
petition the agricultural production of tropical and
temperate zones, an identical commodity bsing
produced by two very dissimilar plants growing
respectively under very different sets of geographieal
conditions”, The problems which sugarthus raises are
oo numerous and varied in character and the author
tries to expound each of them by nhecessary atatistios
of production and copsumption, tariff srrangements
and other controlling factors in each sugar-
producing country separately. The book is thus
sure to create & live interest in the subject of sugar
by giving us a comprehensive survey of the wortd’s
situation at present. It cannot but leave the student
of the Indian sugar industry to ponder even more
thoughtfuily when the author pointedly concludes :
% The msin problem of Indian sugat production remains
however the agricultural one, which :is more diffioult of
solution than in other countries., Though factories may
be able rapidly to inorease their efficiency, agrionltural
efficlency will maintain costs of raw material at a rela-
tively high level which means that the cost of protecting
- the white indusiry will remain s high one while the pro-
duction of Indian industry, as a whols, is likely to remain
in the near future at a level that, though in itaelf
very high, is low in relation to the vast area under
cane” (p. 41.)

It is here we believe that Mr. Gandhi's mono-
graph on “Indian Sugar Indusiry” dealing with its

past, present and future, would be extremely useful.’

The story of the development of sugsr industry in
India {ruly reads like a romance. The panocity of
information, statistical or otherwise, except that
which could be gleaned through the reports of the
Sugar Committee (1920) and the Tariff Board Enquiry
(1930) was an obvious impediment to a detailed
study of this industry. Mr. Gandhi rightly deserves
to be congratulated upon his most successful and
illuminating study which gives us within a short
compsaes all that is absolutely necessary. Grest care
has also been taken in compiling statistical tables
“which include even the estimater for the current yesr.

 Since the passing of the Sugar Industry (Prote-
ction ) Act, 1932, imports of foreign sugar have been
subjected to a duty of Rs. 9-1-0 per cwt., of which
Rs. 7-4-0 is the protective duty and Re. 1-13-0 consti-
tutes a surcharge of 257, kmposed for revenue pur-
poses. The rapid development of this industry from
1933 to 1934 isa visible proof of what Indian enterprise
‘oan do, given certain faoilities, even in a period of
acute depreseion, and has more than justified the
sacrifioe which protection always imposes npon con-
sumers. The number of factories, in a period of

three years, has inoreased from 31 to 135 involvin®
an invesiment of about Rs. 20 crores mnd the em-
ployment of about 1500 graduates of chemistry and
engineering and & hundred thousand workers in
farms and factories. Factory production of osne-
sugar in India shows an increase from 33% in 1931
to 142°/, in 1933. Maention must also be made of the
most useful work done by the sugar technological
branch of the Imperial Agricultural Reseach Coun-
cfl. Improved varieties of oane from the experi-
mental farms at Coimbatore ocoupy more than half
of the acreage -at present. Further investigations
point out the great possibilities of developing this:
industry in Bengal. As the home indusatry rapidly de-
velops, the margin left for importation of foreign
sugar is sure to be narrowed down and India may
rightly expect to begin soon with exporting sugar
to foreign markets. On the basis of the present oapa-
¢ity to produce, Mr. Srivastava, the Sugar Teochno-
logist of. the Government of India, estimates an
overproduction of 6000 tons in 1934-35, ‘

This phenomenal development of the industry
creates in Mr. Gandhi too great an optimism which
we do not fully share. It cannot bes ignored that this.
great achisvement is all due to the artificial stimulus
of protection granted at the cost of other interests of
the community. Mr. Srivastava in reviewing the
progress rightly sounds a note of warning which
deserves gpecial attention. “The rate at which sugar
industry has been -developing”, he points out,.
* during the last two yeara has recently become too
fast to be healthy., In view of the statistieal position
disclosed, ocomsiderable caution and restraint are
neceseary in connection with any further extension
of the industry, if it iz be saved from the fate
of jute, rubber and a number of other induatries which
are now suffering from the ill-effects of overprodue-
tion,” Mr. Qandhi’s hope in this respect is that with
the lifting of depression, economio conditions would
improve and par{ pessu consumption too may oubbid
production|

It must further be pointed out that with therapid
progress of industry, there isbound tobe a cory for
the reduction of protective duties ( now promised for-
15 yeara ). Unless the advantages which acorue

.from it are equally well distributed, mere lowering

of the price which is largely due to internal ocompe-
lition eannot be taken as a sure index of such equa-
tisation of benefits. This industry in partioulsr
stands in very close relation with agricultural produ--
ction of canes. And complainte are very often heard
that prices paid for canes by the faotories or their
contractors are far lower than what they ought to
ba. The move taken by the U, P, Government to fix
the minimum price of cane is, we think, a step
in the right direotion, The problem of minimum
price fixation bristles with numerous diffioulties no
doubt, but they are not altogether insurmountable.
If there is every reason for the protection of the
manufaoturer's interests from foreign competition,
there is equally good reason for the protection of
the interests of the agriculturists from their ruthless.
exploitation by requisite state intervention.

The development of the Indian sugar industry:
has to face several difficult problems, The proper
utilisation of by-products plays an important part in
determining the margin of profits in the industry and
its future development. The precipitous fall in the
prica of molasses has created a new and difficult pro--
.blem which patient research alone can solve, The
recent establishment of the Sugar Technologiocal
Institute at Cawnpore will be hailed by all as 8
welcome measure on the part of the Govemmgnt of
India. Besides this, the problem of marketing is u.lso
gtill unexplored, Statistical information is lacking
regarding interprovincial distribution of sugar;
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co-operation is also needed of railway authoritigs
as the freights charged are oo high, Mr. Gandhi’s
suggestion for the establishment of a single Selling
Agency like the one organised in Java deserves the
serious nattention of all those who are intimately
interested in the future prospecis of industry. Con-
forences held at Simla, Patna and only recently at
Cawnpore are a oclear indication of the growing
co-operation of the (Government and the publio with
the interests of the industrialists and we hope the
next issue of this most delightful and brilliant
monograph would also include the resulis of suoh
deliberations. Wider publicity alone would strongly
dispel some of the doubts that very often lurk in
the minds of the ill-instructed public in respect of all
proteoted industries. Weo heartily commend these
two books to the careful attention of all who are
interested in the development of Indian national
industries.
8. G. PURANIEK.

SHORT NOTICES.

‘FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD. By RICHARD

ROBERTS. ( Association Press, Calcutts.) 20cm,

94p. Rs. 1-8-0.

DR, ROBERTS is out to prove im this litile book
that Christianity has not been found wanting; but
it has been found difficult and it has been not tried.
In his first chapter he enunciates the necessity for an
-object in our search and says that we need a direotion
to our search., Jesus Christ desires the open-eyed
deliberate surrender of the whole man, With that
obiect he shows how we have failed to surrender
-either our bodies or our minds to our souls to him.
But on the other hand God always has shown a
love that will not let mankind go down fo destruc-
tion,

Hae discusses what is wrong with human nature,

-and points out, that first it is unfulilled and second-
1y that it is perveried. How then shall human
nature get back to what was the purpose nf God for
- it ? He advises our concentration on s great persona-
lity and following his life to the utmost. Such a
i personality he says is Jesus. * Why Jesue” he dia-
susses in another chapter, Finally he points out that
Jesus is the disclosure of God. He isalso the

anticipation of the human nature and on these two
sssumptions he builds up his arguments. It requirea
a thoughtful reader to find realtiies in these assump-
tions,

(. Y. MARTIN,

THE MESSAGE OF KRISHNA. By ARDASER

SORABJI N. WADIA, (Dent.) 1933. 20om, 146p.
3/6.

THE book under review is written by a non-Hindu
brother as a contribution to the Message series which
is attempting to put before the world the Messages of
great prophets, so that the time should soon comse
when sll men shall gratefully recognize and wel-
come all that every ennobling religion has to offer
to our partial knowledge of Eternal Verities, The
author must indeed be congratulated upon the impar-
tinlity of judgment that he has shown in presenting
the doctrines of a faith to which he does not belong.
In a way, the non-Hindu character of the author
has done a servioe to the cause of the Gita, for it
shows once more that, like a jewel, the Gita can shine
by its own light, .

As the book is supposed to carry the message of
Lord Krishna to the doors of all, the author rightly
sots aside the metaphysical subtleties and emphasises
the ethical teachings of the Divine Song. The oreed
of action with the spscial emphasis on the principle
of non-attachment and detachment leading to seif-
realization is rightly placed in the forefronf. The

whtlale book has been written in a clear and fluent
style.

We however miss a discussion of the Bhakfi
elemeont in the Gita which haa certainly influenced
the devotional mystio of the whole of the India. The
reader goes through the chapter on the Call of Flute
with a hope to find a reference to it therein,
but in vain, The suthor’s interpretation of the Call
of Fiute may be refreshing but it certainly is not
convincing, Nor is it consistent with Indian
tradition. . The Maharashtrian saints have offered a
mystioal interpretation, of which the author seems
to have no knowledge. Leaving aside this aspeot of
the Gita teachings, we feel no hesitation in recom-
mending this book to readers for their persual,

8. V. DANDEKAR.

CONGRESS SOCIALIST PARTY'’S

The Executive Commiltee of the Bombay Congress
Socialist Party has issued the following statement to the
Press:— .

AHATMA GANDEHI'S statement laying down
terms for the continuation of his leadership is
in the nature of a “ Zinoviev Letter ™ which

has drawn a red-herring acrogs the trail of the Con-
gress and which may divert attention from the real
issue facing the country, which is how best to accele-

rate the country’s progress towards National Indepen-
dence.

It is by that test that we propose to judge the
value of fhe proposals put forward by Gandbiji,

But l_:efore doing =0, one thing needs to be said
and that is that, by coupling his suggestions with the
threat to retire from Congress leadership, & andbiji

has made 8 free and intelligent deocision on the issues
raised by him impossible,

Referring to the loyalty shown tohim by the

; B
STATEMENT. i

intellgentsia in the Congress, Gandhijl says in his

- gtatement :

“For me any more to draw upon this loyalty and
devotion is to put undue etrain upon them.”

And yet that is precisely what Gandhiji is doing,
for who can doubt that at the Bombay session the
real issue will bs not whether the ‘spinning
franchise is desirable, or whether “truthfulness”
should become part of the Congress creed, but wheiher
the acceptance of these unwanted clauses in the
Congress constitution is or is not too big a prioe to

_g;,y for the retention of Mahatma Gandhi’s leader-
‘ship.

"We do not doubt the genuineness of Gandhiji's
appeal to Congressmen to decide on the merits and

“eliminate him from their consideration,” but it is

obvious that his statement has made such a decision
impossible.

An sttempt has been made in certain quarters to-
make out that Gandhiji's proposed relirement is in
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view of a “Socialist menace.” There is nothing in
the statement to warrant such an interpretation. Ail
that Gandhiji says is that if and when the Socialists
gain ascendancy in the Congress he will be unable
to remain in the organisstion.

At the seme time one cannot help fecling that it
is unfair of Mahatma Gandhi first to bave entrenoh-
ed in power the moderates represented by the Con-
gress Parliamentary Board and then to threaten to
leave the Congress after a parting shot at the Socia«
lists. His statement, in the circumstances in which
it has been made, will have the effect of giving a
handle to those who want to put the Congress Socia-
list movement in the wrong and cover their own re-
treat from the objective of Independence,

Turning now to Gandhiji’s proposed amendments
in the Congrees constitution, tbe first and most im-
portant is the spinning franchise, It is alsc the most
objectionable. ‘

Our objection to it is based on more than one
ground, The  first is the utter irrelevance of a test
such as spinning yarn for membership of a political
organisation striving for nationsl liberation. We
are not concerned here with the ecomomic value of
khaddar, but only with making ita production a con-
dition of Congress membership.

The second objection to the spinning test is that
it is nndemocratic and is bound to make the Congress
an organisation open only to those with the leisure
to spin or the money to buy the requisite quantity of
yarn,

Facing realities and judging by our experience
of ** the unsshamed fraud in the observance of the
khaddar clauss ™ which Gandhiji himself has found
intolerable, we refuse to treat the possiblity of the
spinning test being genuinely observed as practical
politics. We know that far from lessening the corrup-
tion for which the khaddar olsuse is aiready responsi-
ble, the spinning franchise will provide yet another
opportunity for byporicrisy and fraud.

In fact, the spinning franchise was ‘tried after
the Belgaum Congress and had to be abandoned with-
in afew months. because of the fall in Congress
membership,

Gandhiji has sought to make out that what he
proposes is & “ Labour Franchise.” Congress Socia-
Iiets would be the first to welcome a genuine labour
franchise. In faet the Party's prograrnme includes
a demangd for adult suffrage on & functional basis in
the future 1ndian Btate, thus basing a citizen's right
to vote on his capscity to labour. But, according to
Q@andhiji, a man who has worked for ten hours in a
factory for the benefit of the capitalist has not labour-
ed enough to deserve a vote and must add another
balf hour’s labour at the charkha for the benefit of
the country. With such a conception of a “ Labour
Franchise” we cannot agree.

Gapdhiji’s second suggestion is for the stricter
enforeement of the oclause requiring habitual wearing
of kbaddar, 'That clause and the manner in which it
hes worked have already led to more dishonesty in
Congress elections than any other single factor. If
-on the other hand it is honestly enforced, it will keep
-out of the Congress all those who eannot afford khad-
dar as their babitual dress and the Congress will be-
come a purely middle class organisation.

The third amendment which Gandhaji proposes
to move is to substitute the words “truthful and non-

violent means” for the words “legitimate and peace--
ful means” in the Congress oreed.

. Nobody will object to the desirability of adher-.
ring to certain ethical standards in the course of cur
struggle for freedom, but whem one looks at the
reasons advanced by Gandhiji for the change oncis
inolined to ask whither the Congress is drifting.

“I bave entered political life in pursuit of the
gearch ( for truth )", eays the Mahatma *1I say that
this search necessarily includes Complete Indapend-
enco and that Truth, if it means anything atall in
a politioal contest, must mean the freedom of our
country and the liberation of the masses of our
people from all exploitation.”

Gandhiji's statornent hae in fact raised the fun-
damental question : What is the Indian National
Congress? And for what is it striving?

Is it & mass organisation etriving for the politi-
oal liberation of this nation from alien rule, or is it &
apiritual sect with & leader who says “Satya or Truth
is my God” and following that leader in asearch for
Truth which he “cannof suspend for anything in this
world or another.” ‘

If the Congress is not to renounce its leadership
of the struggle for National Independsnce against %
British Irperislism, there can be only one answer ,
to this question, and that is that the Congress will re-
msin & politioal organisation and will refuse to be
drawn into ethical or metaphysical abstractions.

The fourth amendment suggested by Gandbijl,
that for restricting the number of delegates to the
Congress seasion $o 1,000, is merely one of coastitu-
tional machinery, and oonsidered by itself there is
gomething to be said for it. But taken in conjuncs *
tion with the preceding amendments, it justifies the
fear that, by depriving minorities of adequate repre.’
gentation, it mey serve as an instrument for enthron~
ing in the Congress a dictatorship of expert spinuners:
and searchers after Trath, '

Mahatma Gandhi eclaims to be a democrat. j
Members of the Congress Socialist movement feel
however, that there may be many other things which
may be part of Truth.

Having said that, Gandhiji very rightly pro-
oeeds to obgerve : .

“I have begun to doubt if all Congressmen un- ﬁ
derstand the same thing by the expression Complete
Independence.”

In fact there is oause for more than a mere doubt. {
As with Complete Independence, so too with Truth,
It is & relative term and means different things to,
different people. To us it seems that they are better
democrats in that they are prepared to be in opposi~
tion in what they, like him, recognise to be * the
most powerful and the most representative organi-
gation in the country.” And just as they accept the,
majority verdiot and are prepared to await the con-
version of the majority of Congressmen to their;
ideology, so too they would appeal to Gandhiji to
aceept the majority decision, whether or nob it is;
palatable to him.

If, however, Gandhiji adheres fohis ultimatum
the duty of all those who are out to get Independence:
fs to reject Gandiji's undemooratic demands at the
risk of losing his valuable leadership for the time;
being. The Congress is greater than even Mahatma.
Gandhi.
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