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Topics of the AFeck,

Regulation I11 of 1818,

TEE public complaint about the diversion of
this obsolete measure from its original -purpose when
used in the case of Indian public workers received
gupport from unexpected quarters in the ocourse of
last week’s debate in the Assembly on it, viz, from
the Foreign Secretary himself. Not that he made a
frank admission to that effeot. But his remarks, read
between the lines, amount in effect to such an admis-
sion. Hoe stated that the Regulation was designed
for use not so much in cases of internal commotion as
for the purpose of controliing the movements- of re-
fugees from foreign lands beyond India's fromtier.
Latterly, however, as everybody knows, it ia freely
resorted to in order to restrain the Iiberty of incon-
‘venient politiciang, which is thus manifestly incon-
eistent with the intentions of its framers., The press
summary of the Foreign Secretary's speech gives no
indieation as to whether this abuse of its provisions
was at all sought fo be defended by him and if so,
on what grounds. - “Whatever that be, publie opinion
would highly value his testimony to the misuse of
the Regulation when set in motion against people
in India’s public life.

’ * * *

BUT if the Foreign Secretary thus weskened an
already weak case for the continuance of the
Ordinance, the Home Member did try to bolster up
support for his demand for its retention. 'This he
did by an appeal tothe existence of terrorism and

.volves blotting out the gonl itself.

communism, which were to him public enemies,
While public opinion can have nothing to object
to in his desoription of the two oults, it cannot see
eve to eye with him as- to the efficacy of the remedy.
For dealing with the former, the executive has been
in recont years armed with exoceptionally stringent
powers and. the Government drive sgainst com-
munism has recently started by its being declared as
anunlawiful organisation. In neither case however has
a resort to the Kegulation been found to ba necessary,
Whatever justification there may have been for its .
possible uee in controlling terroriets has been altoge-
ther removed by ‘e anti-_k?g'sk draconian legisia-
tion which the Government Iias suceeeded iz indueing
the prosent unrepresentative Councils to pass. The
debate on the Regulation is still unfinisbed; bug
nobody need be in doubt us to its vesult, It is oo
much to expect the Assembly as st present con-
stituted to record ita vote in favour of its rescission.
* * .

“Federation an Insuperable Obstacle.”

MR, X, M. MUNSHI, one of the most prominent
of the younger Congress leaders in Bombay, appears
to be an uncompromising opponent of federation.
He blames even Mahatma Gandhi for sgreeing to
set about drafting a constitution in the Round Tabile
Conference on the federal basis. In a coniributed
article to tha press, he rays !

* Indians—gullible Round Tabls Knights—gave up the
oharished ambition of responaible government for British
India only and accepted a foderation with the Princes,
By a formal politioal struoture, they koped to attain na-
tional solidarity for the whole country. Even- Gandhiji,
the inveterate optimist that he is, made it a corner-stone
of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. But theso hopes soon vanish-
ed into nothingness,

Once federation was conceded, cenirifugal foroes were
liberated and national strength undermined in the pro-
posed socheme. It was seen to that no Motilal Nehrn
_aould dominate the Federal Assembly or effectively voice
national sspirations in them in futurs, Responsibility was
made conditional on federation; and now, the respowusi-
bilisy is to be shared and controlled by the auntoeratio
Indian chiefs, acting under the inspiratlon of the,Para-
mount Power. Responsibility ia to be given only if it is
no responsibility at all,"

* ) : *

NOT only is the White Paper scheme devoid of
an element of responsibility, but it will ever remain
803 and this geems to Mr. Munshi to be its worgt
feature, It is not a atep towards the goal, but it in-
Mr, Munshi
says :

The scheme, again, ia a oaat-iron scheme, It oan never
grow wide enongh to satisfy Indian aspirations. A petty
pringeling ean hold up a change in the constitution for ever
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oven if every popular representative wanted it. Bir Tej
Babadur Bapru once thonght that unleas he aceepted
federation he would never be able to seours the tranefer
of the army to popular control. Now that he has secured
a federation, he oan never getthe army till every prinoe
agrees to it and no prince will ever agree unless the Secre-
tary of State commands, The federation, accepted as a
means to anend, has haoome an insaperable obstacle to
its realization. '

» * .

Why not accept ¥

THE Vice-President of the All-India Muslim
League, Khan Saheb Haji Rashid Ahmed, in his
staterment to the Press regarding the Congress Work-
ing Committee’s decision on the eommunal award
g8YS :

“The Congresa has now reached the margin of Go-operas
tion. Only one step more and Musaalmans will join it
in offering anited oppositionto the White Paper propo-
sals. Mussalmans would be wiiling to join hands with
the Congress in fighting the White Paper, if the latter
made it olear in unmistakeable terms that it acotepted the
communal award till & communal solution was agreed
upon by all the parties ooncerned ...It is meaningless to
say that the Congress neither rejects nor acoepts the oom;
munal award, Mussslmans are not going to be entrapped
by ouck vagne expressions and will- stick to the Award
and the White Paper proposals till a better acheme {is
suggested.”

Thig is & brutally frank expression of opinion on the
part of & responsible official of the leading Muslim
organization in the country, and it ought to disabuge
Congressmen of the idea, if it be entertained by
any, that the facing-both-ways policy of the Con-
gresso would secure the support of the Muslim commu-
nity in the country’s fight against the White Paper.
The support of the community cannot be obtained
unless the Congress cemses to sit on the fenes, and
comes down boldly on the side of acceptance of the
communal award, .

* * *

IT is not really too heavy s price for the Con-
gress to pay in purchasing Muslim co-operation in its
rejection policy. For the neither-accept-nor-reject policy
smounts in practice to nothing less than aaceptance;
and the Congress apologists have indirectly to admit
as much. “‘he Congress is a national body *, they
say, " and has therefore to lay aside its own opinion
about communal electorates because -it is not acoept-
able to one entire community. For this reason the
Congress cannof oppose communal electorates.” It is

but one short step from this position to the position

which the Musiim League now invites the Con-
gross to take up. It has orly to say: * The commu-
nal electorates are of eourse unacceptable to us on
principle, but gince we represent all communities
and since one community insists upon them, we
shall accept them for the present, reserving to our-~
gelves the freedom to convert this community to our
view and abolish the communal electorates at a Iater
date.” The Congress gives up nothing substantial in
agsuming this. attitude; in faoct this is its real attitude
at present, and nothing is lost by its saying expressly
what it now says impliedly,

* * *

To do so will secure at least some tangible gain.
‘We are not certain that Muslims will decline to
aocept the White Paper scheme even if the Congress
accepts the communal award, but the Congress will
at any rate be in a position to'put the Muslim eommu-
nity on its trinl, However, its present not-this-not-

that attitude only serves to alienate the Hindus withe
out vonciliating the Mahomedans. If reversal of the
communal awerd is to take place by the consent of
all communities, Muslima will not mind the Congress
accepting the communal award for the present and
then tryisg to have it set aside. If even with this
concession on the part of the Congress, they do not
oppose the White Paper constitution to the point of
refusing to acoept it, they will at least bs found out.
Why should not the Congress accept the communal
award in terms and eifher get the Muslims to support
its policy in regard to the White Paper or expose the
hollowness of their pretence? Its neutral attitude

-only serves to estrange ali communities,

. * *
Sir P. C. Sethna on Situation,

IX his article in the latest issue of the Hindusian
Review, Sir Phiroze SBethna gives evidence of greater
realism than most others who have taken a hand
in oonstitution-making. He has no illusiona that
the White Paper even if left intact would provide
& satisfactory or permanent solution for Indin’s
political ills, Of the White Paper leaving the Joint
Select Committee's hands without considerably re-
actionary modifications, there appears, humanly
speaking, to be no chance. On the ocontrary, there
are unmistakable indioations that it will be very
much whittled down in some important respscta.
8ir Phiroze Sethna is positive that to look forward to
the incorporation in the Committee’s report of any
important improvements sponeored by the Indian
delegation in its Joint Memorandum is to expeot
the impossible, The hope of an agreed settlement
betweon India and Eogland being thua rnled out,
Sir Phirozs Sethna does not foreses an early termina-
tion of the present political turmoil in India,

* * %

IF the prospect is gloomy, want of advice as to
its improvement is the last thing that can be pleaded
by enybody. The Congress has done fta bit in
improving the politioal situation by abandoning eivil
disobedience and encouraging parliamentary acti-
vity. B8ir Phiroze Sethna thinks, and rightly too, that
the improvement would have been accelerated if
(Fovernment had seen their way to relemse Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru and Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan, In
view of the unquestionably friendly quarter from
which the suggestion derives support, it is to bs hoped
that Government will lose no time in acting upon it.
Sir Phiroze Sethna's further suggestion aimed at
bringing about political pacification is that the Go-
vernment should make 8 declaration that when the
Ordinanoce Acots expire their renewal would not be asked
for. He would also like them to davote their attention
fo the economie problem with & view to taking sotion
gpecially to tackle the unemployment problem which
is at the root of the Indiasn political problem. *A
well thought-out five or ten years’ plan for impro-
ving the condition of the agriculturists, for relieving
their indebtedness, for promoting indigenous in-
dustries, for reconstructing our system of eduocation
go a8 to make it more practical and scientifo, for
providing sgsinst-unemployment, for iowering the
burden of taxation and making it8 burden more
equitable"—this is no doubf a comprehensive and
also an attractive programme; but it is open to
doubt whether any part of it will be vigorously
prosecuted by Government,

’ . [ %

Mr. Kalinath Ray and Congress Policy,

THE Congress attitade towards the White Paper
and its decision (or indecision ? ) on the Communal
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 Award ara subjected to much thoughtful oritioism by
Babu Kalinath Ray in his article in the August
number of the Hindustan Review on the subject. It
is obvious, as pointed out by the Congress Working
Committee, that the only sstisfactory alternative to
the White Paper is & constitution drawn up by a
Constituent Assembly. But, an uneatisfactory con-
stitution, says Mr. Ray, capnot be less unsatisfactory
merely because it emanates from & Constibuent As-
sembly. It will be satisfactory only if its provi-
sions are sufficiently liberal and progressive, Woul.d
a constitution fashioned by the kind of Consti-
tuent Assembly which the Congress has in mind
satisfy this test # Mr. Ray has grave doubts on the
point. According to the Congrees plan, the Assem-

bly is to contain representatives of “important minori- {
ties” elected by separate communal electorates be- |
gides those representing national interests and elected '

on the basis of adult suffrage or something.olosel_y
approximating to it. It will indeed be 8 miraocle if

a body so constituted produces & political dosument |.

very much more advanced than the White Paper. In

this case, there is little reason to suppose that the |

result of its labours will oommand greater publio
suppors than the White Paper only because a Consti-
tuent Assembly has given birth to it. Mr. Ray also
entertains the fear that a body so undemocratically
composed will end by perpetuating the system of
seperate electorates, for which he has deep-seated
abhorrence,
* + »

THE neutral attitude of the Congress towards the
Communal Award is sought to be justified by the
resistance offered to the Award by different commauni-
ties, In Mr. Ray's opinion, this is an nungound posi-
tion for the Congress to adopt. If it chooses to look at
all questions that come before it from this angle of
vision Mr. Ray isright in saying that it will have
very little to do. In the nature of circumatances the
Award is sure to encounter strong opposition from
some communities. And if the Congress wants to
mske up its mind on the Award only after such oppo-
sition has died down, Mr. Ray says, and rightly too,
that it may have to wait till the (Greek Kalends.
According to the Working Committee’s resolution on
the Award, the Congress would sccept any sclution,

~ though not national, acceptable to all parties and re-
ject one not agreed to by any of them. The pronounc-
ed opposition to the Award of the Hindus and Sikhs
seemsto Mr. Ray to constitute a sufficient ground
for its rejection by the nationsl body, and not for the
adoption of an indecigive attitude towards i. These
are some of the considerations which lead Mr. Ray
to regard the Congress decision on the Award as be-
ing “essentially faulty” and to press for its modifi-
cation “without any avoidable delay.”

-+ L %
Mr. Kidwai’'s Dissatisfaction with Congress.

MR, RAFI AuMAD KIDWAL, a prominent U, P,
Congress worker, is stropgly incensed against the
Congress Working Committee for its threat of die-
eiplinary aotion against Congressmen who dara
oppose the Congress programme. ‘So angry is he
with that body that he hag thrown cut an open chal.
lenge to it to proceed sgainst bim. Mr, Kidwai is
by no means opposed to the council-entry programme
per se. Indeed he has always believed in the cap-
ture of legislatures by the Congress and was himself
a member of the Assembly when it was dominated
by the Swaraj Party. But he strongly objects to
the whole scheme of the Congress Parliamentary
Board, Iis persounnel is thoroughly disagreeable. to
Lim because it consists of nominees of Dr. Ansari

and Pandit Malaviya and because many of its mem- |

bers are either non-Congressmen or opponenta of the

'motivities arising out of the programme ohalked out

by sbe Liahore Congress, The idea of investing such
a body with supreme control over electoral matters
is unbearable to him. Then, again, the Board’s elec-
tion manifesto strikes him ss too mild for the Con-
gress, Nor is the Working Committee’s decision on
the communal award less obnoxious to him. This
he characterices as “camouflage.” Says he on the
point :
“Tt { the remolution on the Award) tella the Muslims,
‘we are not rejecting the sommunal award, and in return
we invite you to join us in rejecting the White Paper.’ It
tells the Hindus: * It is true we are not rejecting the
communal award. But by declaring that *the White
Paper lapsing, the communal awerd must antomatically.
lapse’ we are ensuring its ultimate rejection,’ If you
really want to rejeot the communal award you should
not make any fues about it. Let all of us——Hindus, Mus-
lims and Sikhs—oombine and reject the Whitd Paper,
which, according to our formula, will alao mean the rejec-
tion of the communal award.”

* - -
Recovery of Municipal Dues.

ATTENTION is drawn in the Bombay Govern.
ment’s resolution reviewing reports om municipal
taxation and expenditure for 1932—33 to the inoreas-
ing growth in the arrears of muniocipal taxationm,
This indeed is & hardy annusl but crestes little imp-
ression on those for whom the strictures are meant.
The resolution as vaual strongly animadverts upon
the chronie unwillingness of municipalitiea to resort
to sll their powers for the recovery of their dues
and the view is expressed that things would show a
material improvement if resort is freely had to the
coercive processes provided by law., While it willbe
generally admitted that in the present. hard times
the ratepayer deserves every oconsideration that can
pospibly be shown to him, it is algo true that & more
frequent use of suoch powers or even the threat to uge
them will go a considerable way in the arrears of
municipal dues being cleared off.

But the really serious public scandal consists in
members of municipalities themselves remaining in
arrears. The resolution makes it clear that this is by,
no means a rare phenomenon, The failure on the part
of municipal members to pay up their dues in time
deserves strong condemnation for more reasons
than one. For one thing by such conduct they ses a
bad example to the general body of ratepayers, and,
for ancther, they are, conscionsly or unconsciously,
guilty of an abuse of their privileged position as
members of these bodies for the satisfaction of their
personal ends, As oustodians of the ratepayers’
interests, however, they wmust really be sbove the
slightest suspicion as to their bona fides. But
experience shows that no amount of mere sermonia-
ing is going to effect an improvement in this state
of affairs.

The practice of publishing as part of the resoln-
tion the names of such defaulting members for the in-
formation of the world, which was followed for some
years, seems now to be given up as being of no prac-
tical wuse. More stringent steps are apparentiy
needed to maké the defaulters reform their eonduct
and Government would do well to consider the pro-
motion of legislation which will seek to disqualify
for municipal membership, at least for a perfod of
yoars, those municipal oouncillors that after due
notice fail to pay up their arrears. Aotion on these
lines is contemplated in C. P. and its results will be
weatohed with interest elsewhere.

»* »* *
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Articles,

STEEL PROTECTION BILL.

OVERNMENT, in framing the amendments to
the Iron and Steel Protection Bill, have accepted
in its entirety the echeme of protection as

recommended by the Tariff Board. This has meant
making an addition to the number of excise duties
already existing in our taxation system. The levy of
excise on some of the products of the Tatas is rendered
necessary by the reduction of the duty on galvanised
sheets and the removal of the duty om imported
billets. The removal of the duty on imported billets
is due to the faot that re-rolling mills. have comse
into existence in India during the last few years and

that these, especially when situated in parts of India"

distant from Jamshedpur, are able to compete with
the Tatas in finished steel products. Now, if these
mills were to depend for their supply of billets on
the Tatas exclusively, that monopolistic concern
could easily make their position impossible, As a
fact the Tariff Board found that in & number of ways
the Tata Co, had been taking during recent years an
unfair advantage of its sheltered and unique position,
The Board, therefore, ook the view that an aiternative
source of supply of billets should be open to the
re-rolling mills and that in the absence of another iron
and steel producing company in India such an alterna-
tive source could only be imported billets. Hence,
the need for ailowing the import of billets into
India even without & revenue duty. The Board point
out that even so, the price of Indian billets will give
a fair profit to the Tata Iron and Stesl Co,
We find ourselves in this entirely in agreement
with the view taken by the Tariff Board. If a coun-
try at a considerable burden to the body of consumers
builds up sn industry or oconcern, that concern
must behave with a proper sense of responsibility ;
and in case it is found that the oustomers of that
industry are exploited beoause of its privileged posi-
tion, the scheme of protection must be so modified
as to make such exploitation impossible. There seems
little opposition to the principle involved in this
procedure. The consequence, however, is loss of
revenue, which in its turn has led to the excise,

The loss of revenue due to the abolition of the

revenue duty on billets is negligible; it is chiefly

the reduction of the duty on galvanised sheets that
makes it necessary to look for compensating sources
of revenue. This question raises the whole problem
of high revenue or protective duties and their direct
and indirect consequences, with which we have often
dealt in these columns. It was as a part of a scheme
of protection that the duties on galvanised sheets were
raifsed high, As, however, the home production is

small in comparison with the home demand, imports

continued high in spite of the high duty and, there-
fore, these brought in a considerable income. And
now, when it is recognised that protective dukies need
not be so high, revenue considerations make it diffi-
cult for them to be lowered. " Or if they are lowered,

it will only be becanse the burden is transferred
by means of an excise-cum-import duty on to the
shoulders of the consumers of some other gbeal
products, so that taxation remains as broad-baged as
before,

The problem raised by the position of the re-roll-
ing mills and particularly by that of galvanised
sheets imports relates closely to the problem of the
extent of the Indian market of the Tatas whioh
we disoussed & fortnight ago. The galvanised
sheets production was always ons which should
more properly have been dealt with by a direct
subsidy than by a general protective tariff.
This would have aliowed the revenue aspect of the
duty to be considered entiraly by itself. As it is we
have threo elements—protective, preferential and
revenue all mixed up in the galvanised sheets duties.
The duty on British sheets iz quite unnecessarily
low snd that on continental shests unduly high,
If both these are made uniform at & rats, some-
what lower than the proposed continental rate, the
duty is bound to yield substantially higher returnas,
But then galvanised sheets preference is supposed to
give us a substantial benefit in the way of free entry
for our pig-fron in U. K, in return. And the new
Finance Member even hinted at the awful political
oonsequences that might result if it were withdrawn !
In all this we are surprised that nobody talks of the
preferences in other directions such ss structurals,
bars, plates, ete, that we continue to provide for in
our new scheme and for which we get nothing in
return., At Oitawa it was said that as these prefe-
rences slready oxisted, ms part of our protective
gcheme, they could not be counted in the bargain,
But if we have now an opportunity of revising our
scheme, why should if be necessary for us to throw
in the additional preference to galvanised sheets for
obtaining the single oconcession of free-sniry in U,
K. for our pig-iron? For, even the Tariff Board did
not in 1926 think it necessary that the galvanised
sheets duty be framed onr the preferential model.

To excise dufies as such, we remaia in prinoiple
opposed. They are the type of taxation on pro-
ductive activity which is very generally condemned,
and rightly, though it is only fair to admit that
some of the strongest objections to excise lose much
of their force when the productive activity is
carried on by & single concern whose profits are sll
derived from the protective duties levied.. It is
obvious that to-day the Finance Member can iil
afford to lose a substantial source of revenus; and
once the principle of excise is accepted there is no
reason why the loss in this case be not met by
this partioular method, Our objection, however, ( as
indioatad when we wrote on the Tariff Board's
report ), to the proposed scheme is more fundamental
than a mere objection to excise. We feel that on the
Tariff Board’s findings, an elaborate Iong-pericd
gchems of protection i8 not justified, that the
monopoly of the whole Indian market should not
be presumed for the Tatas and that the preferential
element in the scheme is being unjustifiably and
unprofitably inoreased. . .
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AN EASTERN LOCARNO PACT.

YHE proposal for a pact of mutual guarantee be-
tween countrics of Eastern Europe which Franoce
and Russia have promoted may not materialise
on account of the opposition of Germany, which now
seemsa oertain, but it will still be useful to follow the
attempta that are made in this direction, for they are
attempts that certainly are on right lines and must
be encouraged by all men of good-will, The pact in
contemplation is one between Russias, the Baltio
States—Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Finland—
Poland, Czechoslovakia and Germany and will be
modelled, if it comes about, upon the analogy of the
Locarno Treaty. When the project was outlined by
8ir John Simon in the House of Commons on 13th
July, it met with the cordial support of all the political
parties in Great Britain—Conservative, Liberal and
Labour—because the pact is not to be, as Sir John
explained, in the nature of a selective alliance of fhe
old kind, * building up one combination as against
another”, but is to be “in the truest and most
complets sense reciprocal.” The proposed pact,
like the Pact of Locarno guarantesing the western
frontier of Germany is “purely defensive in character,
framed in the spirit of the Covenant, working in
close harmony with the League and under its
guidance,” It is intended to be part of the system of
collective seourity.

The Labour Party's view of the Eastern pact
may be given here In order to show how completely
unanimous British opinion is on the subject. A

document recently published by the Party says :—

“ The Labour Party is eonvinoed that, in the absence
of & world scheme of pooled security, the polioy of reduo-
ing national armed foroee in return for international
guarantees of security backed by international armed
forces may be promoted by States within the League con-
oluding regional agreements under Article 21 of the Cove-
nant and in conformity with the Covenant. It, therefore,
warmly welcomes the proposals made by the Frenoh Gov-
ernment for an Eastern Looarno Pact of non-aggression
and muatnal assistance, open to signature by all the States
in the region cancerned on the same terms. It aonsiders
that thess proposals would sérengthen the collective
sysiem of the League of Nations, and believes that their
acoeptance wonid lead to the entry of Russia into the
League at the Assembly in September next. The Labour
Porty urgently hopes shat His Majesty's Government
will give thelr cordial approval to these proposals, will
ao-operate in presming Glermany and Poland to partici-
pate in the Eastern Paot, and will agree to Russia be-
eoming a guarantor of Loocarno Paots of 1925, It trusta
that His Majesty’s Government will forthwith declare
their readiness to vote for the admission of Russia
to the League of Nations, and for the grant of a
permanent seat on the Counoil of the Leagne to Russia.”

The Government have expressed their whole-
hearted approval of the policy enunciated in this
statement. It has agreed to lend its moral support to
the pact and to the admission of Soviet Ruasia into the
League of Nations. Only one condition it has laid
down. Great Britain in the original Locarno Treaty
undertook to maintain the territorial integrity of
Germany, France and Belgium by employing, if neces-
sary, all its armed forces against the aggressor, but she
1= not willing o incur any obligation in respect of the

latter.

Eastern Pact, Ifaly's position is just the same., She
was the guarantor with Great Britain of the western
frontier of Germany ; now she too refuses to play
that part., Both Italy and Great Britain will be
only well-wishers of the XEastern Pact, but not ite:
executors. ‘

It may be asked why there should be need for a
separate regional security pact when the League
Covenant throws upon all its membera the obligation
fo guarantee the peace of the world by maintaining
intaot the frontiers as drawn by the Peace Treaty.

- The answer is that this obligation is of too general!
& character to ba effective.
"does nob make it inoumbent upon any State to send
‘it army to a country sgainst which the League may
‘declare that there has been aggression.
. obligation has to be separatel y undertaken ; and each
:country will be prepared to undertake such an
" obligation only in respect of those frontiers in whick

The Covenant in itself

Such an

it is immediately interested. To enforce such an
obligationon every country in respect of all frontiers

. would be the surest way of leaving undischarged the

respongibilities incurred. Ag Sir Austen Chamberlain

observed in this debate, “If you try to give some
. guarantee for every frontier and every land, you wiit
- have to whittle your guarantese down until it is of
‘no value. We serve the interests of peace much more

by ooncentrating our main efforts where we ocan
really make them effective snd where we can

: bring a powerful contribution in support, of them. ™

Great Britain and Italy are not interested in guaran-

 teeing the eastern frontier of Germany so much as

the western and they do not consider it to be their
immediate concern to pledge all their resources to
the maintenance of the former as they did of the
The underlying principle of collective secu-
rity was well desoribed by Sir John Simon by using
a homely simile, Ho said :

*I oonceive the difference ( between the new method
of reciprocal engsgements and the old method of selec-
tive alliances) very mmch as though one ‘were to say
that in the post-war architecture of the world, the
wise architeot is the man who is trying to oonsiruet a
building in which there will indeed ba stresees and sirains
batween it various parts, but in which the combination
of the varicns parte takes up the stresses aud the
strains of the whole and keeps it, therefore, safa
and secure, The whole conception of this 'collective
system in the post-war world is the oonception that
mankind will be best sheltered: and most soeure if we
live in a building which, by means of a suitable combina-
tion of the parts, will cancel out strains and dangers
because every part is making a scitable ocontribution to

. proteet the whkols.”

The most remarkable event in international
politios of the present day is the complete transfor-
mation that hes taken place in the polioy of Soviet
Russia towards other countries and of other countries
towards Soviet Russia. Russia was so far an ouboaste
among nations ; few nations were till the ofther day
prepared to give it offieial recognition and fewer still
were prepared to admit it to the League. But since
the rise of the Nazis in Germany, the capitalist coun-
tries have overcome their horror of the proletariat
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Btate; they do not fear its predatory instinots any
longer. " But on the contrary they look upon Soviet
Rugsia as their bulwark in the Hast against the
growing strength of Germany under Hitler. They
have France on the west to checkmate Germany, and
if they oan count upon Russia and Poland to play the
same role in the East, they feel safe. Now they are
sll apxious that Russia should join the League,
Thie is necessary because otherwise it caunot emter.
the pact on which they are keen, as the paot isto be
under the League auspices. Russia too has dropped
its hatred of the League whioh it uzed to look upon
heretofore a8 & conspiracy on the part of imperialist
countries against the Soviet eystem. It regarded
Germany in the early years after the war, as its
special friend, and looked with favour upon all
countries which struggled to revise the European map
as drawn at Versailles. But the Hitlerite Germany
has cured it of these revisionist proolivities, For it
now fears that Germany might possibly extend its
frontiers and come into the Ukraine and set up, as
the Rosenberg plan revealed, a so-called autonomous
State in that fertile region. Thue Ruepsia feels that
it is now being encircled by enemies, Japan on the
west and Germsny on the east. It is therefors
anxious to maeke frienda with countries like France
and the Little Entente which are intent on maintain-
ing the Versailles status guo; and it is anxious to join
the League a8 a member, for its non-membership even
after entering the Locarno Pact, would prevent
France from going to its aid if attacked by Germany,
It has not oyermuch confidencs in the ability of the
Lesague to afford it protectior, but by joining the
League it would at any rate obtain official recogni-
tion from all League members and it would be once
again an equal among nations. Russia’s retura to
the ooncert of Europe is in fact an indication of the
abandonment by it of international communism,

A new balance of power is thus being created in
Europe, snd the decisive factor in its oreation is
Germany. But no reasonable objection ean be taken
to the proposed paoct of security to which it has
given rise, beoause the pact is not aimed at Germany.
It is & reciprocal pact betweer Germany and her
Eastern mneighbours, mutually guarantesing the
sanctity of their existing frontiers. Germany stands
to obtain under it the same measure of security as
the other parties to the pact, and has nothing to fear

~from it if she is prepared to give up her expansionist
aims and re-armament plans. Sir Austen Chamber-
lain was therefore well justified in issuing a grave
warning to her in the following words :

“ I think the reoéption of this proposal (for a paot) In
Germany will form the tonchstone by which we shall
discern what is Germany's purposs in demanding equality
of armaments, whother she will be content with security
or demands domination, I earnestly hope that her answer
will be favourable, that she will take her place in the
system now offered to her in the East, as ghe has taken
her place in the aystem of mutual guarantes for the West
and that she will come back to the Leagus of Nations
and oceupy her rightful place, as Russia will come in to
take her plaoe for the first time, Bnut if this proposal be
brought to nonght by the refasal of Germany, it is not for
us, who sre not prepared ourselves to take s greater

responsibility than we have already taken, to stand
botween thoss who, by that very refusal of Germany,
have their fears justified snd the peril confirmed and
security in any form in whish they can get is. If Ger-
many refuses a reoiprooal arrangement she oannot come
plain if those 'whose advances she heas daclined provide
for their own seourity,

OPIUM PROBLEM IN ASSAM.

IN spite of such restrictive measure as a reduction
in the number of shops, inorease in the prioe of
the drug, eto., that the Government of Assam have

taken during recent years the consumption of opium
inthe province remains at a fearfully high level. With
8 view o confining it to confirmed addicts a system of
the registration of -opium consumers has been in
operation in Assam for more than twelve years so
that none who is not on this register can get opium.
It may be mentioned that of the two methods of
opium oonsumption, vis. smoking and eating, the
former is under a strict ban since 1927, having been
deolared illegal by & wepecial law enaoted for the
purpose. But the evil of opium eating cannot yet,
oven after fwelve years’" enforoement of the
registration system, be said to have been reduced to
manageable proportions, This is not to suggest that
the opium consumption is stationary orthat it shows
no tendency to decline. It Is no doubt steadily
dooreasing, but even so it is very much in exoess of
the standard laid down by the League of Nations,
The consumption in 1932-33 ranged between 9¢ and
22 seera per 10,000 inhabitants as against 175 and
72 aseers respectively five years before; but the
League soale is no more than 6 seers | Buf even if
we leave the Lesgue standard aside as being too
exacting and judge Assam by the Indian standard,
wa may have to come tothe conclusion that s very
large part of Assam consists of what are known as
“ Blaok Spots,” i. e. areas whose opium consumption
exceeds five times the soale laid down by the League.

However disheartening the comparison, the raduction

in consumption is doubtless comsiderable though it
does not show as big a drop as one might have
desired.

How was this result achieved? It must be
ascribed very largely if not exolusively to the policy
of an annual reduction of 10 per cent, in the opium
ration allowed to registered consumers which was
forced on the lecal Government in July 1927 by the
Legislative Council. Prior {o that date every consu-
mer was Testricted to a definite ration ; that is to say,
he was not allowed to have any opium in excess of
the quaentity sanctioned for him. Opium vendors
were under an obligation to see that this condition was
sorupulously observed, but the ration itself was con~
stant and not subject to reduction, No doubt distriot
suthorities periodically inspected opium passes and
tried their best to reduce the ration in oases whers it
was found to have been in excess of actual require-
ments, But, broadly speaking, the statement remains
true, that the ration, when once fixed, was not reduced.
This served to stop the spread of the evil but did
little to promote a reduced consumption. To this end
the Legislative Couneil in July 1927 carrfed a reso-
lution which recommended a progressive annual -
reduction of 10 per cent. in the ration. The re-
duotion was however to be enforced in the case
of people of 50 years of age and under; those above
that agedimit were excluded from the operation
of the new policy for fear that a reduced ration
might inflici slmost unbearable hardship on them,
if indeed it would not endanger their lives. The
result of the uninterrupted pureuit of this poliey
is obvious. At the end of the decade not a single
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-addiet under 50 would be found in the province.
“Older addiots would no doubt be there, but their
number would be very small and, what is more,
would become smaller and smaller with the efflux
-of time until the last addiot dies out,

This would be an achievement of which any Go-
vernment could be justly proud. But since the enforce-
ment of the polioy of & 10 per cent. cut in the ration,
officialdom in Assam has been constantly assailed
‘by doubts as to whether the new policy had after
all been a success, and whether it had not brought
in its train the evils of smuggling and short mea~
sure. A committee was therefore appointed last year
with a view to examine the working of the new polioy
and to recommend futurs action. It is a matter for
satisfaction that the Committee has recommended the
-continuanoe without break of the polioy of a progres-
sive reduction in the opium ration. It found the
evil of short weight existent but not by any means to
an extent which can be said to interfere with the
success of the policy. The existence of this evil nreed
not however cause surprise. The number of registered
consumers is said to be in the neighbourhood of a
lakh: But owing to defects in the census of opiume
eaters and other causes it is open to doubt whether the
number correctly representsthe total number of people
subject to the influence of the opium habit. It follows
therefore that there must in a!l likelihood be at least a
few who are compelled to gratify their craving by
illegitimate means. The number of such unregistered
addicts is difficult to estimate; but it has been variously
put at 8000 §0 9000, Fanoy prices oan naturally be
<charged for the doses required by these habituas
and the temptations to vendors to swell their gains
by giving short weights to the registered consumers
and selling the opium savingsto the illegitimate ones
atexorbitant prices is almosk unavoidable. This subjects
the ration of the legitimate opium-sater to a double
-cut, once by Government in accordance with the
policy of reduction and again by the vendor for the
benefit of the unregistered consumers. But it is not as
if the evil is irremediasble, In fact the Committee
suggests that the drug should be sold in the form of
pills or tablets of a stated quantity, thus eliminating
$he risk of short measure altogether, This experiment,
when tried on & small scale in 1929-30, i said to
have been attended with sstisfsctory results but
-har_l o be discontinued in 1931 owing to finanocial
stringenoy.. The Committes recommends in favour of
its revival, if not by the Central Government, by the
Assam Government itself. To the same end it favours
8 smaller deposit with Government from opium sellers
and the entertainment of sellers on & fixed salary

ingtead of leasing out the shops on a fixed vend fee
Per seer by open competition. Its recommendation
to allow some officials and non-officials like chair-
men of local bodies to inspect opium shops and to

"in  Asgam,

report on their conduot is also a step in the right.
direotion, - o

Smuggled opium too can come to the help of the
unlicensed addict. That the evil of the smuggling
of opium has ghown some incresse during recent
yenrs is beyond doubt. But the real point is, to what
extent it is directly attributable to the policy ofF
reduced rations, In this connaction capital is soughs
to be made of the comparatively larger number of
oases of contraband opium that came to light soon
after the commencement of the new policy, Buf as

. pointed out by the Committee itself, it would -be
wrong o conneot that phenomenon with the new
. polioy. The inoreased detection of such cases was,

in its opinion, due to the strengthening of the pre-

' ventive staff in 1927 and cannot be looked upon as
- an indication of increased smuggling as a result of -

the enforcement of the rationing polioy. In any case
there is no reason, according to the Committes, to
suppose that the extent of the smuggling evil is so
widespread as to jeopardise the chances of sucoess
of the new experiment, In this connection the Com-
mittee- recommends the deportation of proved smug-

- glers which, in addition to the strength of publio

feeling against such practices, may be expected to go
a long way in checking the evil.

As has been already mentioned, the Committes
was expected to recommend to Government its future
course of aotion. In wview of the existence of a
considerable number of unregistered oconsumers
the Committee was naturally
confronted with the question whether they should
not be allowed an opportunity of openly coming on
to the register rather than continuing as surreptitious
consumers. If the register is msgain thrown open,
there iz no doubt the risk of the odeasion being
availed of by people other than addiots for the pur.
pose of securing the concesgion for themselves. The
opium habit would thus, instead of being restrioted,
have a chance to spread, Those who were opposed
to the reopening of the registers had thus sound
reason on their side, But on a balance of advana
tages with the disadvantages, the Committea
favoura the reopening of opium registers. Only it
wants the period for which they are to be reopened
to be very short and the age limit to be brought

- down to 45 instead of 50 as af present. This lower-

ing of the age-limit is not a step which will commend
itself to advocates of femperance, A ohange in thae
medical certificate ss a condition precedent to regis-
tration is also indicated, This is designed to emphba-
sise the absolute need of the drug for the maintenance
of the health of the addicts, and not merely for the

_satisfaction of his habit, as is the case at present, It

will be seen from a glimpae of the Committes’s recom=
mendations given above that difficult as was the task
get to it, it has been discharged in a large measura to
the public’s satisfaction. -

THE STATES AND THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY.

F the people in the Indian States be included

" in the Constituent Assembly, the formation
of which is under contemplation by the
Gongress; on the same ferms with the people in
British India, they would obiain at one bound a
right to self-determination and there would be no

further need for them to prefer to the Congress the |

smaller demands that they are now making. I there-
fore sgggasted that the leaders in the movement of the
Sta.te's people ask for an assurance from the Congrass
that in the framing of the new constitution their voice
shall count for as much as that of British Indians,
’nd that if suoh an assurance was forthcoming,

thoy drop their present controversy with Mahatma
Gandhi on such points as election and a declaration
of rights., At the same time I ventured to express a
doubt whether the Congress leaders had fully grasped
the significance of their admitting (if they are
willing to do s0) the people of the States to a body
which is to formulate a constitution for all India.

The election manifesto of the Congress Parlia-
mentary Board.only confirms me in these doubts.
The authors of the manifasto had clearly. British
India alone in mind when they wrote the paragraph

. sonoerning the Consiituent Assembly, and if they are

asked whether they intended at all to give the States’
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people s place on this body, they would be puzsied
for sn answer., The crucial question about the
Constituent Assembly s how it is to get the power of
making its decisions effective, To draw up & paper
constitution is an easy enough affair, We drew up
the Nehru constitution; it ali came to naught. We
are in no mood for that kind of intellectual exercise
any more. The Parliamentary Party of the
Congress too has no particularrelish for constitution-
mongering in the sbstract. It says in the manifesto:
“ Tt iy olear that the Congress must not frame
any constitution only to be rejected by Government.”
The implication of thisis that the Congress can
enter upon the task of constitution-making in all
geriousness only whenit gets an anfecedent assurance
or when it fesls confident £hat the constitution which
it will produce shall come into force automatically
thereaftor, without any resistance on the part of the
powers-that-be, This condition will be fulfilled, as
the manifesto recognises, either if the powers-that-be
are beaten into submission as the result of a success-
ful revolution or are brought to agree as a reaction to
the pressure of publio opinion, The Congress rejects
the former method and declares ita faith in the latter,

The modus operand: of the Congresz in securing
QGovernment’s consent which is essentisl to the con-
vocation of a constituent assembly is simple enough.
Get a thumping majority at the next election of the
Legielative Assembly. The Congress will obviously
have to fight against heavy odds in this election: if
in spite of the narrow franchise and unsatisfactory
oonstitution of the Assembly, the Congress will be
ableto carry & motion expressing the country’s
emphatic disapproval of the White Paper proposals,
Government will be convinoced, the manifesto observes,
of the imperative necessity to let the people them-
selves devise their own constifution. As to the feasi-
bility of this simple-looking pilan I do not wish to
gay & word on this occasion. I am concerned for the
present only to point out that the Congress Parlia-
mentary Party is only thinking of getting the
QGovernment of British India to conour-in this project
of the Constifuent Assembly, But to besure this is
not enough when the Congress has for its object the
drafting, not of a British Indian oconstitution, but of
an all-India constitution.

The concurrence of the States’ Governments will
have to be taken as well as of the British Indian
Government if the Constituent Assembly is to conaist
of the peoples in British and Indian Indiz and to
proceed to frame a constitution comprehending both.
The election manifesto of the Congress Parlinmentary
Board does mof as much aa refer fo this point, Does
the Congress mean that the elected representatives of

the British Indian people and the appointed agents of |

the Indian States” rulers will constitute the Consti-
tuent Assembiy for the purpose of constitution,
making? This aspect of the question, I am sure-
never oceurred to the Congress leaders; sub-conscious-
1y they were thinking all the time as if they had no
other Government to deal with than the British
Indian Government. But they cannot proceed one
step without obtaining the congent of the Govern-
moents of Indian States. And here they have to deal
n~t with one but with several mutually independent
entities, Each one of them must for itself and itself
alone permit its subjeots $o elect their representatives
on the Constituent Assembly “on the basis of adult
guffrage or as near it asmay be” if thete is to be a
parity in the mode of selection of the members of the
two parts of the Constituent Assembly. I cannot
believe that any reputable Congressman will be
prepared to forswear the principle of democracy to
such an extent as to agree to let the rulers of Indian
States to appoint their own nominees to the Consti-
tuent Assembly, through which the right of self-

. determination is to be won for the people !

If the States’ part of the Constituent Assembly is to-
consist of the States’ people as the British Indian part
is to consist of the British Indian people, what is the
method which the Congress Parliamentary Party
is going to adopt in securing the consent of the
States' Governments to the plan of the Constitnent.
Assembly ? Does it apsume that this consent will be

. given for the mere asking, without a show of moral

: force guch as it intends to bring into play in British

Indin? If so, I need havdly say that this assumption
is wholly unfounded, No governing power gives up-
its authority unless mada to, whether it be native or

.foreign. And no man in his senses would suppose.
that the Indian Btates, in none of which is there even

a8 much popular government as in British India, will

al] of a sudden, when they find the Congress sweap~
ing the polls in adjacent territory, become so friendly

to democracy &8s to declare that they foo will allow

their people to say what kind of constitution they
would like to live under.

Some force will thus be needed inthe Indian States-
foo to bring Princes to comply with the Consti-
tuent Assembly plan. For British India the necessary
foree will be generated, in the opinion of the Cone
gress, by the electoral campaign. This may or may
not be effactive, but the Congress at any rate has its
own ideas on the subject. What does it propose to
do in the States in order to create a similar force?
Doses it propose to do anything at all in this conne--
xion? I am ocertain that at present the Congress
leaders propose to do nothing, for they never:
thought of this, But will they do anything?
Or will they also subscribe to the policy of non-inter-
ference enunciated by the Mabatma and say: “We
ourselves are unable, from the constitutionsl point of
view, to move in fhe matter. Let the States’ people-
do in the States what we have done in British India,
perhaps on different lines, and get their Governments.
to agree to the Conatituent Assembly.” And if the:
States’ people oonfess their impotence in the matter
or are in fact impotent ? Will the Congress abandon
the plan of the Constituent Assembly altogether ?
Or will it go on with it in the restrioted spnere of
British India alone? Then, obviously, it will haver
to drop the federal plan.

I only wish to bring this matter to the attention
of the Congress leaders because it appears to me that
they bave completely lost sight of it. In the mean-
time will they at least assure the States’ people that
the Constituent Assembly will proceed to frame-
a federal constitution only when it receives the co-
operation of the States’ people on the same footing as

e d' n ?
British Indians A. V. PATVARDHAN.

 Owr London Letter,

N
R

|

(BY AIR MAIL.)
{ From Our Correspondent. )
LowpoN, July 27.

MURDER 1N CENTRAL EUROPE.

" 19 week's news from Vienna has raised im
many people’s minds the question whether in
fact the Germanic countries are not_reverting to

medisval barbarism. When s short time ago the-
ovents of recent occurrence in Germany became:
known here, with sll their horrible and brutal
details, when Herr Hitler declared in his own tame
Reichstag that for twenty-four hourshe had constituted

himself solely and nniquely to_ be the suprme courf’
- of Glermany, in other words claiming to slay at willy,
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.and without trial, and remorselessly any or all who
should stand in his way—the Times Dbluntly
desoribed the evenis as a reversion to medizval
barbarism. It has done the same to-day in respect
of the brutal assassination, in ciroumstances of the
most callous oruelty, by a group of Naszi rebels, of
‘Chancelior Dollfuss. Disguised as members of the
official semi-military foroes, these gangsters burstinto
thoe Chancellory, shot down the Austrian Chancellor,
without giving him time to defend himself, and left
him o bleed to death without giving him, or
allowing him fo be given, medioal or spiritual aid.

- He might have been that traditional German
mythionl animal of contempt the “ pig-dog * instead
of being the official head of the State, the beloved
father of a family, and a most devout son of the

. Church, to whom spiritual comfort at the moment of
death must always be of the utmost importance.
That he was a Dictator and that he had participated
in, and indeed suthorised, the suppression of the
Soecialist Party last February is beyond all question
frue, and history will place upom him whatever
responsibility he should properly bear, for that late-
winter tragedy, which converted peaceful Vienna, or
its working quarber, into a fortress under seige.
None of those events, however, can justify the
Chanecellor’s murder in the circumstances now known
to us, not indeed by the injured Sooialist still emart-
ing under their injuries, but by Nazi draves who
could have nothing in common with the Sooialists,
as witness the latter’s treatment in the meighbouring
country by Herr Hitler's hordes, and whose
partioular ambition iz to bring Austria within the
actual political sphere of Nazidom, governed by
Hitler, Goering, Goebbles trio( if it should still be
in existenoe when this reaches you ) from Berlin.

For a short time, baving wreaked their vengesnce
upon thejr unfortunate victim, the assassing suc-
oeeded in creating, both at home and abroad, by their
capture of the Radio station, the impression that their
pulsch had succeeded, the Government of Dollfuss
bad resigned, and the Nazi nomines Herr Rinterlen,
Ambassador at Rome, had become the new Chanoellor.
Soon, however, it became evident that the affair,
grossly misconceived and clumsily carried out, had
been s total failure, and, again as the Times points
out, the Nazi claim that virtually the entire country
was with them had been falsified, It is true that at
the time of writing there is still a certain amount
of sporadio fighting in certain provincial areas, but
st the moment it does not look as though the Nazi
claim oould at any time have been justified.

. At the same time that the gangsters murde
Dr. Dollfuss, they also captured tgwo gt:nf;her Austr;:g
Minijgters, and were induced to surrender them only
when they found themselves hopelessly outnumbered
snd, through the intervention of the German Minister
t]_:ley had feaeived & promise of safe conduct, condi-
tional as it now trauspires upon no blood having baen.
sI_:ed. The prompt reply of Germany was to repu~
diate and to recall its Minister, who is now to be
temporarily replaced by Herr Von Papen, who him-
self. seems to have had a narrow escape from assagsi-
nation at the ‘hands of his colleagues in the recent
events in Berlin, to repudiate the compact with the
rebels, to close the frontier in order to prevent armed
bands of exiled Austrian Nazi, with weapons derived
from the German Reich factories from entering
Austria from the Bavarian border, and to denounce
tt_xe_stl activity in Austria which the German autho-
rities have hitherto been encouraging by every
means in their power. Indeed, Germany is doing ull
she can to make the world believe that she’has neither
direct nor indireet responsibility for this week’s
kappenings in and around Vienna,

That it wiil bs very difficult indeed o cv.ivines -
the world of this is clear from official and non-official
statements made in all the oountries eoncerned.
Italy has been prompt to denounce Germany and
Signor Muasolini has at once massed fifty thousand
Italian troops upon the frontier as a sign that Italy
will insist upon the preservation of Austrian inde-
pendence, which is notoriously threatened only by
Germany. France is appalled and horrified by what
has occurred, and is prepared fo condone, and indeed
to support, anything that Italy may judge to be nece-
ssary in the circumstances that have taken plaoce,
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia are watching events
in Austria from other points of the border, and at one
time it was made to appear as though nothing could
prevent an almost immediate outbreak of war in one
of the two or thres great danger spois of Europe.
Indeed, that was how the matter has been looked
upon in Americs, where speculators are notoriously
ill-informed of Europaan conditions. It looks, how
ever, 88 though the danger of a conflagration is being
closely guarded against by all the parties immedia~
tely concerned, but it is a thousand pities that igno-
rant, bratal, and self-centred ruffians hehaving with'
all the indifference o human welfare that has been
characteristic throughout history of the Age of Bar-
barism, should have sought blindly to repeat the con-
ditions making for chaos and the destruction of
oivilization just twenty years after similar acts of
gtupidity by similar unbalanced and anti-social
enemies thrust Europe and the whole world into the
Great War, from whose consequences we show no
pigns even yet of having emancipated ourselvea,
Apparently the liquidation of lunacy is a firat call
upon the sanity of mankind, We shall know better
within the next few days exactly where Europe
stands and it is to be hoped that advantage will be
taken of the state of shook in which all- civilized
people find themselves at the moment to. bring Ger-:
many, slready faced with a disastrous winter,
to a sense of responsibility towards her fellow-
Europesans,

FASCISM AND OURSELVES.

Notwithstanding his lukewarm protests, Sir
Oswald Mosley, who in Indian matters is an even
worse reactionary than Mr, Chuarchill or Lord
Rothermere, has found it difficult to persuade people
that he and his movement are not anti-Jewish, It is
significant that within a period of a few days, Sir
Oswald Mosley, Fascism, and anti-Semitism have
been roundly denounced by no less a person than
Lord Rothermere, whose papera have been acting
recruiting agents for the Mosley Party, and also by
Lord Nuffield, (the head of Morris Motors ), who
was currently reputed to be a strong financial
supporter of the movement.

In a letter to Sir Oawald Mosley, Lord
Rothermere says : :

As you know, I have never thought that & movement
oalling itself Fasciat could be successful in this country,
and I have also made -it quite clear in my conversations
with you that I never could support any movement with
an anti-Semitic basis, any: movement which had die-
tatorship as one of its objectives, or any movement whioh
will substitute a ‘Corporate State’ for Parliamentary in-
stitutions in thiz ocountry. :

Writing to the Jewish Chronicle Lord Nuffield

8BYB :

During the last fow monthg it has, from tima to time
been bronght to my :notice that there are rumoues in
circulation to the effect that I have given finanecial
support to the Passist movement in this country, and that
my tendenoies aretherefors anti-Jewish; and a some-
what unfortunate cartoon which was published in .the
Evening Standard on Friday, June 29, has, I am afraid,
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done mush to convinees public opinionm that such is the
oase. I feel that it {s sosrcely nesessary for me towsay
that there is not an atom of truth in either of these allega-
tions, I never subscribed to the Fascist movement nor
supported it in any way, noither have Ithe least antipathy
towards the Jewish race. It oceurs to me that the best
means of evidenoing the foregoing statement may be
for me tc make a subscription to B Jewish charity, and
I am therefore enclosing this company's cheqae for £250,
which I should be grateful if you would add to the fund
which you are promoting — the Central British Fund for
German Jewry.” ’

Evidently the Mosley stock has fallen heavily, and
it may well be, too, that the Jewish commercial
influence in England hag had its effect upon the
advertising columns of the Rothermers Press,

OF INTEREST TO INDIA.

Sir Homi Mehta's long letter in to-day’s Times
and Manchester Guardian protesting against Mr,
Churchill’s attempt to sow discord between Lanca-
shire and India is a well-meant and well-timed effort,
coming as it does immedistely after the failure of
Mr, Churchill’s followers to induce the Manchester
Chamber to go back upon its evidence before the
Joint Select Committee. Af the worst the Chamber
bes committed itself to & vague aspiration that it
may be found possible by furtber safeguszrds to
guarantee Liancashire trade in India against extine-
tion. Sir Homi bas once mors, and more than once,
zepeated that the only guarantee and eafeguard for
British trade in India is mutual goodwill, and he
bluntly statesthat India, even in up-country villages,
is awake and alert to her own interests and needs,
and be asserts confidently - that * if the White Paper
proposals are whittled down, even to a small extent,
the time will soon come when England will lose
India just as she lost America and Ireland.” Com-
ing from him such & etatement should carry very
great weight,

Speaking at Farnham yesterday, Sir Maurice
Hayward urged a bold advance along an extended
front in Indis, which would gather strength as it
proceeded from the general population and the
Princes of India, resulting finally in the retention of
a contented gelf-governing India within the British
Empire. Earlier in the week, to the great discom-
fiture of the financial- pundits upon whom the
Morning Post relies for its theory that the proposed
new counstitution will bankrupt India, Sir Basil
Blackett declared that so far ss he could see the
additional expense would not exceed two million
pounds, which, he thought, with a comparatively
slight rise in prices, India could quite easily bear.

Last night Mr, David S. Erulkar presided af the
Annual Babpquet of the Indian Social Club held at
the Commody Restaurant, the chief guest being Sir
Abdul Qadir, the very popular new member of the
India Council. His speech in reply to the toast of the
guests was a model of friendliness and good-taste,
and it is clear that he and Lady Qadir will be a
grent msset to the resident Indian community. The
toast was proposed by the veteran Mr, J. M. Parikh
in felicitous language. That of the Imndian Social
Club was proposed by Mr. Polsk, and responded fo
by the President.

Feriews,
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HE MEDIUM OF POETRY.

THE MEDIUM\OF POETRY. By JAMES SUTHER-
_ sth Press.) 1934, 20om. 168p. 3/6.
ArMosT till\ie e:d\ {:f the 18th century English

\
e Ll

literary criticism, and especially the criticism of"
postry was donrinated by tenets derived directly from
the ancients—espeocially Aristotle and Horacte—or
indirectly from their medineval or modern inter-
preters like Boillesu or Johnson. In an age which
based its educational eystem on the almost exclusive
study of the literature and history of QGreek and
Latin, and in which native verraculer literature had
yet hardly established itself aas the vehicle of great
thought, this was & perfectly natural state of things,
The great poets and dramatists and prose-writers,
Ben Jonson, Milton, Addison, Gray, wers olasgsical
scholars, and their critics were claesical soholars too.
A Bhakespeare or a Burns was rather the exception
than the rule. Criticism itself wae a newly acquired
art, and naturally it confined itself to an applioa-
tion of already known rules to new work, and it did
this, as was to be expected, in a mechanical manner.
But with the growth of & new and virile civiliza~-
tion had come new, living ideas, and they had to be
exprecsed for a new class of readers, viz, the middle
classes, to suit their tastes and their intelligence,
Hence arose new types of literature like the novel,
the ballad, the story-poem, the essay. As thess new
forms arose, they were naturally subjected to
oriticiam according to the provailing standards
of taste and condemned, s was only to be
expected. If the new literature was to be
properly eppreciated, the new artists, poats, novelists,
essayisty, must create the taste by which they
were fo live, Hence arose the new criticlem of
the 1%th century, In the sphere of poetry, Words-
worth and Keats were tbe Hnglish pioneers of the
new coriticism. Ia Wordeworth the impress of the
ideas and emotions which he had derived in bis
rustic Cumberland, was too indelible to be removed
by the classical notions with which he came into
contact at school and the University. For him the
gimple, unsophisticated feelings of the rustic were
the only proper themes of poetry, and the equally
rustic, unsophisticated language of the countryside
was the only fit medium of expression. Keats, who
never came under tbe influence of classical ideas
formally and for whom the only ideas worth expres-
ging were those he derived from his unaided intelleot,
did not approach oriticism from the point of view
of idess. For him Wordsworth's theory was per-
haps too bsld to be practised with joy in the work ;
he, therefore, both preached and practised the dictum
that every rift should be filled with ore.

To my mind, the contribution made by Words-
worth and Keats to the understanding of the nature
of poetry is a very valuable, if not the most valuable,
addition to critical thought made in the last two
centuries, Mr, Sutherland’s book will amply de-
monstrate the troth of that statement, His restate-
ment. of Wordsworth’s theories of poetic subjeots
and postio diction is the clearest that I have read so
far. His examination of the fill-the-rift-with.ore
theory is highly -suggestive and can be usefully
applied not only tothe poetry of Keats, but to the
study of all poetry. The more valuable part of Mr.
Sutherland’s book is devoted to the exsmination of
these two theories. In the remaining chapters he has
considered a few implications of the use of the poetic
medium, viz. the restrictions imposed on the arfist
by the tune, the rhyme, the poetic style. Ifind it
a very refreshing book to read, especially when go
much that is written about poetry today is either-
erude or ill-digested, or unsubstantial, airy stuff.

- @ H. KELEAR.
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INDIAN PHILOSOPHY.

By
ANANDA K, COOMARASWAMY. ( Luzae, ) 1933,
20om, 116p, 5/—

"THIS i3 & very interesting essay in translation and

-clear statement of

exogesis of Vedic texts. The ideology of the three
texts translated and commented on here is discussed
with the aid of parallel texts provided by Vedio and
Chnstmn. geriptures, The author hss aimed at de-
monstrating the inadequacy of purely linguistic re-
search and the need for interproting texts on a
wider backgroind in order to discover the true placa
of Vedio_doctrines in the history of religions.
Though this method of approach is not so entirely
new as the author would have us supposs, it has
never before been followed so methodically ; and the
results reached by the learned discussions of the
orestion texts studied here justify the hope that the
comparative study of the world's scriptures will

engage the attention of Vedis scholars to a greater
-extent than in recent years,

That Vedic thought was by no meane ‘primitive’
but the prodact of & long antecedent evolution, was
recognised by Max Muller and others; but some re-

~cont writers like Keith have shown a marked ten-

den.oy to underrate the progress in thought attained
by_ the wise singers of the Vedic hymns’ and against
this Pendancy our author proiests in clear and em-
phatio terms, ‘Sur_ely‘. he says, ‘our faith in unifor-
mity forblds_ us to imagine, what is outside the range
of our experiencs, viz., that any sound formula, any

principles c¢ould have besn pro-
poundiad by anyone who did not understand his owa
words’ (.59 ), and in & note he cites J ung who

:#8y8 : ‘Our western air of superiority in the presence

of Indian understanding is a
barbarism.’

While we recognise the value of C
h oomara-~
swamy's method of approach, we must tot fail to
note that there seem to be clear and definite limits to
its proper and useful application. Our author is

pars of our essential

:surely right when he says that ‘a knowledge of

- Banskrit, however profound, is insufficient’ ( Introduc-

tion ). Bus after all the Vedic texts are in i

ang no interpretation that fails to satisfysi?]:l\l: k:::-
quirements o_f the language can be accepted ‘merely
because it is aftrective or supported by parallel
texts. The translation of the second line of the
Puius.ha-Sukta into: “Encompassing (vrtva) Earth
(bhumim) on every side, he rules {vrtva) firmly-esta-
blished (afyatisthat) in the hears ( dasdngulam )"
could not easily be defended, and it is by no means
clear wl;gnce Gooq:la.raswami derives the impression
that 7(o!rzstmgulam) 18 explained in tradition as ‘heart’
(p. 71). Jayanta for ajayanta (p,1), punya-papa for
punya-pape (p.18), amrtasya for amrtatvasya ( p. 69),
morls for ‘nivrtti (p. 95 ) are examples of insufficient
attention to lqngua.ge. Somewhat superficial analo-
gles 8re sometimes suggested as for instance in the
parallel between Christ and Agni (pp. 434 ),

Mr. Coomaraswami translates the difficult
4+ ’ [ ] 1 word
deva’ fnto ‘angel’, To persons dominated by the
theogony of the Paradise Lost this may appear rather
bold; but the translation becomes quite easy to
follow if we remember two facts, Firat, the author’s
reforence to Summa Thealogica shows that he has in
mind a much earlier phase of the Christian theory
-of angels, Secondly, the new ‘rendering has great
value as emphasising the drift towards monotheism
-that is ag old as the Rig-Veds and as doing away
~with the ancient confusion betwesn gods and God,

K. A, NILAKANTHA SASTRI,

- ment of Mr.

AUSTRALIAN LIVING WAGE.

THE LIVING WAGE IN AUSTRALIA. By D. T.
SAWKINS, (Melbourne Uaiv. Press.) 1933, 20cm.
64p. 2/6. '

ESPECIALLY since the days of Industrial Ravolution
she problem of wages, in the broadsst sense of the
term, is confronting the economist and the polivician.
But during the last two decades it has bscome more
complex aad aoute. The labourer, who retails his
labour, is always at a disadvantage, when a modern
entreprencur who buys it wholesale, is concarned. In
the nearea; past the labour was helpless and die-
united ; but in the modern world, he has slowly but
surely gathered strength, by becoming artioulate, or-
ganised and united, The Trade Union movement,
created almost a new atmosphere in the labour world,
Thus during the last few years the employer, who
formerly had the power to dictate terms, hag to faoce
not only organised labour but also the Governe
ment, who, to a great degree, profess ( and even in-
tend ) to support the claims of the weak. against
the powerful. No Governmen! can, nowadays, over-
look the rights and welfare of & mass of people, upon
whose active support their very existance depends.
It is also quite natural that of all other labour pro-
blems, the problem of wages should become very
jmportant ; not only because the labourter claims a
better standard of life ( and that, too, not as & matter
of grace but asa mstter of right } but the problem
has also cometo involve, implicitly at least, the very
fundamental question of distribution of wealth, It
is more in consonance with modern ideas and spirit
to raise the question as to what extent the labourar
should share the profic of an industrial concern in
which he works. Moreover, it is now the accapted
idea in all enlightened and well-governed countries
that every adult citizen in it has a right to work and
proper wages. Consequently this problem of “living
wages” is ab present tackled by committees and
commissiona in slmost all civilized countries; and
the experiments and experience of any one of these
are bound to be instructive to all the others.

The book .under review gives a detailed but
pointed and succinct history of wages in Australia,
from the year 1907 to the present day. The year
1907 is an important landmark in the history of
wages in Australis, as in that year the historic judg-
Justice Higging, in the famous
* Hawester” case, set the ball rolling. The author
has taken the survey objectively, piling up facts and
figures; which, again, he has marshalled with
clarity and precigion, In his judgment, the learned
Judge declared: “The natural price of Ilabour
depends on the price of food, necessaries and conve-
niences required for the support of the labourer and
his family.” In hisjudgment “the natural or sub-
sistence price” is distinguished from “the market or
supply-and-demand price.” All the further attempts
of the Government to determine the minimum living
wagea were basged upon. this principle; though it
needs further interpretation, inasnuch as words like
food, necessaries and family are too vague, and open
to “connotative damage.” The best example .of
this is the controversy, which very recently took
place between the Ministry of Health and the British
Medical Association in England. The gquestion
was the minimum food requirements of an adul
labourer. The learned hody of medical men asserted
that an adult English laboursr requires 3400 calories
and 50 grammes of protein, while the Ministry of
Health asserted that 3000 ealories and 37 grammes of
proteins are quite enough, To avoid such controver-
pies it is necessary to do away with ambiguity in the

statement.  Again, the question of wages becomes
- still more complicated if the fluctuations in the pur-
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chasing power of money are taken into consideration;
thus the theory of real and money-wages comes into
existence, Therefore, in Australia, broad principles
are leid down. As they touch all important sides of
the problems; they may be quoted here : *(1)... so
arrange the business of the country that every
1abourer, however humble, shall receive enough to
enable him to lead 8 human life, fo marry and iring
up family, in some small degree of comfort. . .(2) to
find out the real price of labour... with the law of
supply and demand ocarefully in view, (3) the
degree of prosperity in the industry should also be
noted.”” These principles are not only applicable to
Australian labour but also to theat of any other
country. As such the detailed facts recorded in
the bock are bound to be of abiding interest to sll
persons interested in the [sbour movement. We con-
gider it worth our while to commend this little book
to all students of industrial economics, a particular
phase of which the author presents in a very praise-
worthy manner,

Y. & NaAIR.

T
—]

Gorvespondence.

ZANZIBAR INDIAN IMPASSE.

. MR.P. B. KHARE ( Nasik), who contributed a
lettor to our issue of 26th July, tskes exception in
another letter dated 6th .August to an article by
“ An Unbiassed Observer ” on the Zanzibar question
printed in our last issue and mainly relies in support
of his view on the speech delivered by Mr. Wiggins
in the Legislative Council of Zanzibar., This speech
haa received wide publicity in the Indian press, and
we do not think it neceasary therefore to reproduce
here the extensive passages which Mr, Khare quotes in
his letter. But the succeeding portion of it, which
contains his own arguments, we give below in full.
He says :—

“In further elucidation of the critical efrcum-
stances which have arisen, I may add the following

Though cloves are grown on a large scale in the .

Zangibsr Protectorate, the citizens of this Protecto-
rate including the “eons of the soil” for whom your

contributor feels go sorry (1), are legally prohibited:

from extracting clove oil within the Iimits of the Pro-

toctorate | 'What has your “Unbiassed Observer” to’

gay to this ?

Again, there is an excise duty on cloves ‘nmount-'

ing in theory to twenty percent., but its actual
incidence often goes up much higher, It is the great-
est factor in making cioves from Zanzibar too dear to
oompete with the Madagascar clovese. Will your
“Unbiassed Observer” take the trcuble fo teach the
gimple economic fact to the Colonial Government
that such an excise duty on the staple produce export-
ed from a counfry is extremely inimiocal to the best
interests of that country as well as to the “sons of
that scil” ? And if he does take this trouble, will the
' Zanzibar Government or the Colonial Office accept
his proposal with alacrity ?

Your contributor also does not know that the ad-
ministrative expenses of the Zanzibar (3overnment
have been top-heavy for a long time and that practi-
onlly very little has been done by the Zanzibar Gov-

"ernment to reduce these expenses in spite of the fact
. that the elected members of the Legislative Couneil

and the Presa have been orying themselves hoarse in
this respect. . But all their cries have been only the
proverbial ories in the wilderness | Zangibariana will
be extremely cobliged to the “Unbiassed Observer” if
ho brings about the miracle of inducing the Zangibar
Government to do what the popular representatives
have been so long demanding | This will effect &
great saving with whioh Government can help the
agricullturists without unjustly hurting Indian in-
torests ]
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