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Topics of the “Woek,

Congress-Democrats Agreement,

THE main, if not the only, explanation of the
birth of the Demoecratic B8waraj party in the Deccan
was the keen desire of its members to make use of
the Councils for the promotion of national progress.
Thege were until recently abjured by the Congress,
committed as it was to direct action and ron-coopera-
tion, With the abandonment of these extra-consti-
tutional methods by that nationsl organisation and
the whole-hearted eupport which the cause of Counoil-
oeniry has since jeceived from it, the question
naturally arcse as to whether something could not be
dome to bring sbout closer ao-operation betwesn Con-
gresemen and Democrats. The recent agreement
between these two political groups marks the culmi-
nation of efforts in that direction. Even if the
agreement does nothing more than lead to a temporary
diminution in the bickerings between these two
seotions, it must be said to have justified itself. It is
doubtful if any more solid results can be expected
from it. In any case nobody has a right to prophesy
that it will help permanenily to harmonise the rela~
tions between the two sections of public workers who
represent two distinet schools of thought with differ-
ent political outlook and methods.

‘It is an open secret that what really divides
Congressmen from Democratic Swarajists is the
extent to which they are prepsred to surrender
their judgment to that of Mahatma Gandhi who

dominates the Congress organisation. It was because
the erstwhile Respousivists under the new name
of Democratic Swarajists felt that, in most im-
portant matters of national concern, the Congress °
had no mind of its own but Mahatma Gandhi’s,
that they felt compelled to raise the standard
of revolt and while nominally remaining within
the Congress, to reserve to themselves complete
liberty of action. They cannot be blamed if they
seoratly entertain the fear that if to-day the Congress
supports Council-entry, it does so under the influenca
of Mahatms Gandhi and may perhaps take a difforent
decision tomorrow under the same influence. Nor
are they fully satisfied with the attitude which the
Msahatma took up at the Round Table Confsrence,
which wiil also be the attitude of the Congress im
future deliberations on the Swaraj constitution. For
instance, they wholly disapprove of the surrender
which the Mahatma was prepared to mske to the
Princes, reserving all his demsnds for the British
Government, The Demoorats bhave spscifically
taken to themselves a power to follow an independent
line on this point.

Inthese circumstanoes it is a puzzle fo us how any
extravagant hopes can be built, as seems to be fondly
imagined in some quarters, on the slender foundation
of this agreement for the whole-hearted or lasting
oo-operation of these two sections, It may be thasg
exigencies of the forthooming elections made the
compromise possible,in which case the concord at may
be expected to be shori-lived. But even from the
point of view of the immediate necessities of the
situation, its terms cannot be said to be tao favourable
to the Kelkar party. As is well-known, the election
is going to be oontrolled by the Congress Parlia-
mentary Board, upon whick Democratic Swarajists
can only serve as co-opted members having no right
to vote, This places the Kelkar group at a serious
disadvantage, especially in view of the well-known
fact ihat its influence in the Deccan is far groater
than that of the Congress. But if that group sees
nothing wrong in accepting such terms of a
settloment with Congressmen, it is entirely its
business, with which outsiders have no reason to
interfore,

* * *
Rent Adjustment,

I'.l: is a thousand pities that the U, P. Legislative
Council 1ast week adopted a resolution rejecting the
system sought to be introduced by the U. P. Govern-
ment which purporis to adjust the rent and re-
venue demand according to major fluctuations in
price. The large reductions that have become
necessary in rent on acoount of the sudden slump in
prices cannct be covered by any provision of the
existing law. The law at present in force only
contemplates abatement in rent on account of agri-
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cultural calamitiee like flood and famine, but it takes |

no acocount of factors like the heavy fall in prices
that we are now experiencing owing to the world
economic depression, It is indeed pointed out that the
remissions of rent granted in 1931 were, strictly
gpesking, irregular and that in no case could they
be repested year after year without a suitable change
being introduced in thelaw as it exists at present.
Again, when faced by a sudden emergency in the
form of & sudden disruption of the price structure,

. Government could only take rough and ready means
to alter rents, without attempting to base their action
upon any scientific prinoiple. :

This defect Government had proposed to remedy
by devising a formula, which would enable them to
make automatic fluctuations in rents payable by
the tenants to the gemindars and also inm revenue
payable by the zemindars to Government. The

- particular formuls which was placed by them before
. the legislature (without as yet their own imprimatur)
may be full of defects, If so, Rai Rajeshwar Bali
and his zemindar colleagues who attacked it did not
care-to point them out for the enlightenment of the
Couneil. Much less did they make any constructive
suggestions for removing them, On the contrary,
what appears to us as its principai merit they seem
to-regard as the most serious defeot, viz. that the
system will work automatically and will not place
the tenants and landlords at the meroy of the reve-
nue officer, as is the case at present. Rai Rajeshwar
Bali thinks that it would imply a serions encroach-
ment upon the right of the zemindar if he were not
to make a downward readjustment in she rent of his
tenants as he pleased, but if the coliector were to come
al_ong and order any remission. It would in fact eeta-
blish, he sasid, nothing less than an official land-
lordism, Much ignorandt criticism in a similar atrain
was offered by the gemindars, snd our regret arises
from the fact that it was on the strength of such cri-
ticism that the so-called Turner formuia was rojected.

There were however a few members’ like Rai
Bahadur Babu Vikramajit Singh, Khan Bahsadur
Maulvi Fasih-ud-din and others who recognisad the
neeq of unofficin] co-operation with Government in
finding satisfactory solution of the problem oreated
by & severe decline in the price level. They
were prepared to give the proposed solution &
trial, (}overnment thomselves put it forward as
an experimental measure and did not want anythiog
more than that the method should be tried out and
xmproved as experience was gained. The system itself
§ very complioated, ag it is bound to be. No one can

il how It will work in actual practice, ‘That is no
reasor however for any one to refuse to allow the
system to be enforced even in the way of an experi-
ment, Thoe general impression among the Council
- members seams to be that while, as a result of the
introduction of the system, rents will not be lowered,
+tha revenue demend will be enhanged. While this fear
was oftsn expressed, no ground was advanced on
-which it had been based. The Finance Member re-
futed ,this suggestion, saying that if Government
wanted to increase the revenue they could find
a more practical and less' round-about method
of doing so. Buat this had no effect upon the
gamindar members, The main reason of their dis-
approval of the scheme however is that it does nok
leave them fres to deal with their tenants as they
"plesse, but it reduces them to the position, as one
membar expressed it, of mere rent collectors.

* * *
Political Piraéy: _
UNDER the sbove oaption, the Indian Social

Reformer makes the following comments on the
neutral attitude adopted by the Working Committes
of the Congress towards the Communal Award.
The paper says:

To adopt the epigram of a British statesman who aftere
‘wards beoame the leader of the Party he denounced, the
Congress Parliamentarians have ocaught the Liberals
slespiog and bave walked away with thair olothes. When
five months ago, & number of oitizens who met in Sir.
Chimanlal Setalvad's office, to consider the possibility of
calling a Non-Party Conference to oonsider the White-
Paper propossals, decided to leave the Qommunal Award
out owing to differences of opinion on it among different
seotions, the Wationaiist newmpapers wers extremely"
scornful of the i midity of the Liberals, Those very papers
are now applauding the decision of the Congress Working -
Committee and the Parliamentary Board to do the identi-
oal thing, as the wisest decisions that oounid be made.
But the most startling proof of the rifling of the Liberal
wardrobe by the Congress Swarajista {s contained in the
astonishing statement which Mr, Batyamurti published in -
the Times of India on Thursday, He was the first to
hoist the flag of revolt against the boyoott of Counoils
oarly last yoar, He was followed on this side by Mr.
Jamnadas Mehta, Then, snddenly Dr. Apsari and others
brought matters to a head and announced tae formation
of a Bwaraj Party. To Mr. Batyamurti, therafore, belongs
the oredis for the new development in the Congress and
what he said may be regarded as representing the views
generally beld by the Congress Parliamentariana, Atteon-
tion may be partioularly called to his statement that Con-
gressmen may havs to work the Waite Paper schemae to -
the utmest limit of their eapacity if it is adopted In apite
of their protests. What has become of the * sanotions "
whioh weras vociferously demanded whensver any ons
spoke of having to work the now Qonsitution, usacospte
able thoagh it may be? The last paragraph expatiating
on the greator value of a Conservative than a Labour
Government for carrying through Indian reformas, is
extremely suggestive., The tone of the statement, so
obviously anxious to emphasise agresment with the Times
of India, is also worth noting. The Parliamentarians
are ready to outbid the Moderates for securing recognition
ot the hands of the powers-that-bs as the political leaders
of the country, The pendulum has swung from ona
extreme to the other., What next ?

* * L

Mr. Kanitkar’'s Suggestions.

IN hig interview with Mahatma Gandhi during
his recent stay in Poons, Mr, G. N. Kanitkar, a well-
known local Congress worker, pressed on the
Mahatma's attention two imporiant points, bearing

- on the more vigorous prosecution of tha construetive

programme, One relates to the complets abandon-
ment ofthe oivil disobedience movement by tha

Congress, It is true that hereafter none but the

Mabatma can offar ecivil resistance; but ia Mr.

Kanitkar's opinion, even tais is not enough to ensure
success for Congress activities in the viliages. His

experience was that, cwing to the repressive polioy of
the Government whick had been in farce for the last
two years and more, people in the villages were so
terror-stricken that even under present econditiona
they refuse to have anything to do with Congress
workers, Knowing as Mr. Xanitkar did the
Mabatma's unshakeble faith in civil disobedience,
Mr. Xanitkar wsas afraid that his suggestion for the
complete abandonment of the movement would not
commend itself o the Mahatma. He therefore made
an slternative suggestior, viz. that the Congress
should dissociate itself from the movement and that
a separate organisation should shoulder the task of

popularising  civil disobedience.  Unless. tha
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Mahatms is grievously misreported, Mr. Kanitkar's
suggestions failed to receive acoceptance at the
Mahatma's hands. In effect he told Mr, Kanitkar
that he ( Mr, Gandhi ) being the only true satyagrabi
in the 1land at the present moment, he had
. reserved the right to resort to civil disobedience only
to himself, If the Congress wants to deprive itself
of his leadership it was free to do so, in which
case he would think of starting an independent
organisation to propagate civil disobedience. Mr.
Kanitkar's suggestions, designed as they waere to
furiher the inferests of construotive Congress activity
in the rural parts, surely deserved more coungiderate
treatment at the Mahatmsa's hands than they seemed
.actually to have received.

Another difficulty which the rural worker has to
encounter, and which Mr, Kanitkar brought to the
" Mahatma’'s notice, arises from the fact that temple-
" entry forms an important part of his anti-untoucha-
bility campaign. It only acts as a needless irritant
- to the ignorant villagers, most of whom are oaste-
Hindus, Besides adding to the difficulties of rural
work, it also adds, Mr. Kanitkar pointed out, to the
" Persecution to which the Harijans are subjected at
- the hands of the higher classes. Nor were the Harj-
jans themselves, Mr. Kanitkar bolieved, particularly
keen on securing admission to temples, What they
needed most was an improvement in their social and
economic status. Even on this point the Mahatma's
reply cannot be gaid to be satisfactory. Unless the
reporter has done him a grave injustice, Gandhiji
seemed to think that the stories of the persecution of
untouchables in the villages were somewhat ex-
aggerated and were by no means too numerous. It
would be news to many that the Mahatma *“laid
' no particular stress upon temple-entry.” The publie

would indeed be hard put to it to reconcile his
threatened Guruvayoor fast and his deep interest in
" the Temple Entry Bill with this statoment,

L] > *

Sir Mirza Ismail’s Inconsistency.

IN the course of the budget discussions in the
Mysore Representative Assembly the public demand
for s demooratisation of the State constitution was

strongly voiced. But it fell on deaf ears, for the-

Dewan announced in his concluding address that
there was no intention on the part of the State to do
anything tomeet it. This attitude, highly unwise
and nnstatesmanlike as undoubtedly it is, was sup-
ported by the Dewan with arguments which we eannot
help charscterising as ludicrous, In the first place
- heseemed to be far frem sure that there was any pub-
lic demend for a more liberal constitution. One
wonders how he could be under such an jillusion
in view of the strong versistence with which such
8 demeand finds repeated expression in the legis-
lature and in other organs of public opinion. Sir
Mirza Ismail must indeed be blind to the realities if
, he even yet remains unconvinced of the public
anxiety for further reforms,

- Further, he beld the view that g change
~ would be beneficia}l neither to the State nor to
- its people. One does not know the grounds for
Bir Mirza's belief; but history furnishes numerous
instences of such changes baving dome good both
to the rulers and their people. And unless Mysore
18 going to be an exception to the rule, there is
no reascn to suppose that different cobsequences
would flow in Mysore. Mven supposing that such
changes would be followed in Mysore slone by
the most unusual results, 1s there anything to
prevent Bir Mirza Ismail advising the Mahs-~

4

-national action that

rajs, in that eventuality, to withdraw what he
granted ? To him it was a surprise that a politieal
advance ahould have been asked for at a time when
* parliamentry demoocracy ia decaylng everywhere.*
Without aoccepting his statement unreservedly, it
may be asked : if that is the ground of his opposition
to the introduction of any further reforms in his
State, why does he not with squal reason advocate the
maintenance of the atatus quo in British India ?
‘Why does he show sll the enthusiasm he doea for the
proposed Indian federation avowedly designed to
confer larger powers of democratie self-government
on the people of this country ? Should he not on the
same ground ask the British Government to hold up
the grant of any further reforms to British India till
Sir Mirza was assured that the process of decay of
parliamentary democracy ‘had ocome to a stop.
Consistency, if nothing else, requires him to take
this stand in relation to the Hoare reforms. But

' these he not only does not oppose; but goes to the
' length of advising the British Government to enaoct

into law with as much spsed as possible irres-
pective of any publio resistancs to them. Surely, he
eannot have it both ways. |

* . »

U.S. A's SilverLaw.

ON the 19th inst, President Roosevelt signed
the Silver Bill promoted by the silver block., The
Bill has thus become law, The most important pro-
vision of the Act is that which- * directs and autho-
rises "’ the Treasury to purchase silver at & price not
exceeding the coinage value of $1-29 an ounce, until
the metallic reserve against the currency is 75 per
cent, gold and 23 per ocent. silvar. In order that
silver backing may reach this proportion, the
Treasury will have to buy, it is estimated, 1,300
million ounces of silver, at an expenditure of about
$650 milliops, assuming the average price to be
50 cents an ounoce, Although the Treasury is
“directed ” to make these purchases, the time for
making them is left entirely to its discretion, and no
limit is fixred within which they are to bs
completed. The mandatory instructions given to the
Administration are thus rendered in effect purely
permissive, and in fact the Administration- may do
rothing at sll to carry them out. Even if large pur-
chases are made, it is more than doubtful if the infla-
tionicts 8t whose instance the law is passed wiil be
even moderately satisfied ; for it is likely that the
eilver certificates which the Treasury is empowered to
issue against such purchases will be promptly return-
ed to the Treasury and Federal Reserve Banks, adding
only to the country’s idle currency and bank reserves
and doing little to increase the volume of money in
o:rculatiop. But it would appear that the silver party.
hes received some soré of assurance that the
silver purchase policy would be carried into effect
to 8 cerfain extent. As we go o press, wg
learn that at least 1,000 million ounces will be
pur_chas_ed. . The most important feature in this
legislation is the President’s declaration that negotis-

tions have already been set on foot with * some of

our neighbours in regard to the usse of both gold and
silver on a co-ordinated basis as a standard of value,”
The sxlve:_" purchase policy now initiated by the
U.8. A., independently of any action taken by other
nations, is supposed to be only a prelude to the inter-
nal a i8 neoessary for the general
rehabilitation of silver for currency purposes.

* » »
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NEITHER ACOEPT NOR REJEOT.

O such an illogical and wholly fatuous conclu-
sion the Congress is driven on the communsal
question, because it pursues two opposing

policies in respect thereof, First, it desires, in devi-
sing a solution fo this problem, fo put itself before its
own consoience and advocate what appesars to it to
‘be both morally just and politically expedient, Con-
sidering the question from that point of view, it has
declared itself to be uncompromisingly opposed to
communal electorates and in favour of joint electo-
rates, It counts within its ranks members of all the
communities which go to make up the Indian people
—Hindus, Moslems, Sikhs, Christians and so forth—
‘and it olaims to speak for all. Being thus a truly
national organ, it may well try to implement the
prineiple it stands for without too much regard to
the susceptibilities of the communities which are its
component parts, In this oase it will necessarily
have to force its views upon some, be they communi-
ties or individuals, to whom those views may be
unacceptable. Such coercion is a necessary conse-
quence of all majority rule; and provided the Congress
is certain that it represents a majority—and an over-
whelming majority—of the Indian people, it need not
be too squeamish about imposing its own will upon
certain scotions of them. But the Congress, on the
communsl question, is more anxious to arrive at a
unanimous than at a right solution ; and therefore it
has declared that although an arrangement, based
upon communal electorafes, will be & wrong kind of
srrangement, both ethically and politiosally, it will
nevertheless acceptit provided that it mests with appro-
val on the part of all the communities concerned.

The resultant of these two foroces, acting in
opposite directions, is to be seen in the resclution
adopted by the Working Committee on 17th June,
which says, infer alic: “ No solution that is not
purely national can be propounded by the Congress.
But the Congress is pledged to accept any solution
falling short of the national which is agreed to by
all the parties concerned, and conversely to reject
asny solution which is not agreed to by any of the
said parties.,” The national solution ean be attained,
aocording to the Congress, only if communal electo-
rates ero rigorously kept out. This is the only
golution that the Congress can itself propose. But
if an alternative involving communal electorates is
suggested by the communitiess themselves, it will
accept such an un-nationsl solution in prefe-
rence to its own national solution if only all the
communities join in suggesting it. So far the
Congress position is perfectly intelligible : it
will compromise its own principles for the sake of
.communal harmony and political unity, But if all
communities do not agree to an un-national solution,
as they do not agree to a national solution, then
what happens ? The Congress rejects it. Therefors it
amounts to this, that the Congress will not insist up-
on joint electorates because some communitjes are
_too un-national to accept them, and it will not adopt

communal electorates because gome communities are |

not un-national enough to accept them. Thers thus
comes ebout an impasse from whioh no escape
appears possible. If the whole country wanted either
joint or separate electorates, the matter would be easy
enough. But it is just because the country is sharply
divided on it that the problem ocomes up befors the
Congress, What shall we now do in face of the
existing division of opinion? Thisis the question
that the country puts to the Congress ; and the Con-
gregs says, you shall do nothing—till the division
disappears. A deadlock, and an unbreakable deadlock,
which is thus the cmly sure result of the Congress
policy, will be regarded by most dispassionate obser~
vers a8 & complete justification of the Prime Minie-
ter's intervention to decide the issua.

Apart from this we eannot understand why the
Congress, deciding to reject the whole White Paper,
should boggle at rejecting what is oply a part of it,
viz. the communal decision. What is possibly to
ba gained by showing such deplorabla weakness
on a crucial point? Let us imagine for one
moment that the Congress succeedg in compelling
His Majesty’s Government to withdraw the
reform proposals or that it affords such stremgth
to the oppositionists in England as to throw
them out of the Houses of Parliament. The
India Bill is put out of the way, and the stage is
cleared for the summoning of a constituent assembly.
If the constituent assembly is at rll a true mirror
of the nation as it should be, all the diversity of
opinion that is now to be seen among the varions
communitiea will be reflacted in the oconstituent
assembly too. What will the Congress do in such
oircumstances ? Will it require unanimity in the
assembly for any conclusion that it may arrive at to
take effect? If so, an impasse will arise then, as
it has arisen now ? If the assembly will decide all
questions by a majority, why does not the Congress,
olaiming as it does to represent the whole people,
decide the communal question now, in so far as it
can doso? Why does it not say, we cannot acocept
the Premier's decision or any other decision which
entails recognition of the vicious principle of com-
munal electorates. In any oase, even if we were to
accept it, it would go into the melting pot along with
the Wkhite Paper, and the constituent assembly would
have to tackle the problem afresh, But the basic
principle of the decision is utterly unacoceptable to us
and therefore we have particular reason to reject it
slong with other parts of the White Paper scheme,
If the Congress tock up this position, as one would
have expacted it to do, in what way would it stand to
Jose? Would the Nationalist Muslims break away ?
They agree on most matters with the communalist

"Muslims but differ from them on this one question of

communal electorates. There is no reason then why
the Nationalist Muslims should be so shy abouf the
rejection of the eommunal award, Will the polioy
which the Congress has riow adopted of ranhing with
the hare and hunting with the hounds improve the
chances of the Nationalist Muslime at the ensuing
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Legislative Assembly eleotion? It will not improve \
them in the least. The present apostasy to truth on
the part of the Congress is therefore altogether pur-
poseless. Instead we should have much liked the
Congress to be true to itself and to reject for its own
aake the communal decision that it is going to reject
as part of the White Paper soheme.

e —

EDUCATION IN INDIA.

HE Educsational Commissioner's report on the
progress of Indian education during the five
years 1927-1932 published recently canuot be

passed over by anybody who realises the important
part which education plays in nation-building. The
quinquennium, 8s is well known, was characterised
by extreme finanoial stringenecy, much to the detri-
ment of the development of the eduocational and
social activities of Government, All that can be
reasonably expected in such circumstances is that
the progress already achieved should at lemst mob
suffer a setback. This expeotation must be said to
be satiafied by the state of education in the country
as a whole during these five years. The nmumber of
educational institutions increased by nearly 11,000
to a little over 214 lakhs and their strength by about
16 lakhs to nearly 114 orore. These figures sound
imposing enough ; but the point is not so much how
many children are already at school as how many
more are still awaiting instruction. An examination
of the report from this standpoint shows what a wide
expanse needs to be traversed before we can be in
sight of the goal of the banishment of illiteracy from
the land. In spite of the increased number of pupile,
their proportion to the total population does not yet
exceed 4.70 per oent. which is better than for the
previons five-yearly period by only about -20 per cent. |
So far as boys’ education goes, the quinquennium
registered no progress whatever, the proportion of
male pupils to the total male population being 7-33,
both at the beginning and the close of that period,
Female education advaneed only a very short step for-
ward, the proportion of girls at school to the female
population having gone up from 1-53 to 1-89 | Beeing
how closely interwoven female education is with

social progress, it goes without saying that its claims | .o o ohiems of stagnation and wastage in pri-

whioch have been wofully neglected so far deserve

very much greater attention at the hands of Govern- | on the subject, It is a pity however that no attempt is

- made to suggest practioable solutions for these evils,

ment than has been possible during the five years
under report. Whether this will at all be practicable
80 long as the present economie blight lasts is more
than oan be said.

Of all provinces, literacy is the most widespread
in Madras, the percentage of total population recei-
ving instruction there being 6-25. The corresponding
proportiong for the other two presidencies, viz,
Bombay and Bengal, were 6-11 and 5-55 respectively.
Among the provinces the Punjab leads with 5-61,
Assam coming next with 4-38. Bihar and Orissa
with its 296 onjoyed the unenviable distinetjon of
being the most {lliterate provinee.

A reference to the figures of educational expen-

diture in the different provinces would bere not be

out of place, It is seen from these thak the province
whioh spends the most on education is U. P. where
the proportion of its educational expenditure to the
total expenditure was 16-89. Next in order comes
the Punjab with 1589, while Madras with 15-74
gtands third in the list. In this matter Bengal with
1313 had the better of Bombay, which spent only
12-42 on education. Assem’s eduocational expenditure
was 1164 of its total expenditure, while C. P., Bihar
and Orisss and Burma with the level of their expen-
diture on education a little in exocess of 10 per cent.
oould be bracketed together. It may be-mentioned
that among provinces the newest one, the N. W. F.
P., spends the least,5:20 on educating its inhabi«
tants,

But what the man in the street would be inter-
ested to know. is whether primary education made
any progress at all during the quinguenmium, The

. number of recognised primary schools for boys went

up by over 6,100 with an increase of about 814 lakhs
in their stremgth, The largest number of boys at
sohool, 22,653,000, was to be found in Madras; while
the corresponding figure for Bengal stood at nearly
17 lakhs, U. P. had more than 1114 lakhs and Bombay

. 934 lekhs, The significance of these figures will ba

better appreciated when it is remembered that the
proportion of the male population of school age actu-
ally at school in the whole eountry was no more
than 42-2 per cent. The percentage was the highest

- —59-6—1in Madras and the lowest—24-1—=in Burma,

The position Is thus described in the report ¢ “ Thua
Madras has gone considerably further than balf-way;

' Bombay, Bengal and the Pupnjab have nearly gone

half-way ; the other provinces have still far to go
bafore they reach half-way."” To all those that had

- expocted univergalisation of education within a fow

yeara after the introduction of the Montagu-Chelms-
ford reforms, the position is sure to strike as exceed-

ingly disappointing; but, as can be seen from some

statistics noticed above, female eduecation is even in a
more parlous state and cries out for urgent action for
its quicker spread. Cannot something be done even

" in the existing straitened financial condition of the

country to bring about its speedier development ?
The report as usual makes an slaborate reference

mary education, which sdds little to our knowledge

Compulsion is admitted on all hands to be the only

| real and salisfactory way out of the difficulty ; but it
| isobviously as futile td agk for its general introduction

in the present circumstancea as to ory for the moon.

| During all these 10 to 15 years, in which compuleory
| eduoation acts have been in force in the different pro-

vinces, the number of urban areas under compulsion
has hardly gone beyond 150 and that of rural ones
3,400. The situation is hardly likely to undergo
any sudden transformation in the near future and
It is up to our educationists to put their heads toge-
ther and to hammer out & scheme by which the pre-
sent expenditure on edueation, totally inadequate as
it is, can be made to yield a better return by prevent-
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ing the relapse into illiteraey of childrern who have
mpent some time at sohool, We hope our educational
asuthorities, instead of merely contonting themgalves
by repeatedly pointing out the difficulties with which
these problems bristle, will think of means of getting
over them., Difficulties are meant to be overcome
and muet not be allowed to serve as 8 cloak for inme-
tion or incompstency.

Our Fondon Letter,

[ 1]

(BY AIR MAIL.)
{ From Our Oorrespondent. )
LoxNDoOK, June 14,
PRIVILEGES REPORT.
"HE Report of the Committee of Privileges, publi-

shed only on the morning of the dispatch of the

‘last air mail, came too late for comment in my
ast letter. As its contents are already widely known
in India, there is now no need to do more than say
that the Report generally confirms the snticipations
of well-informed publicists and political realista,
Even upon tbe statement of facts alleged by Mr,
Churohill, when he first drew the sttention of Parlia-
ment to the alleged breach of privilege committed by
the Secretary of State and Lord Derby, it seemed
olear to those people who could keep their heads and
take a cool view of the situation, that the Seoretary
of State could not divest himself of his statutory

functions merely on account of the faot of his mems- !
bership of the Joint Seleot Committee, and that, in

such exercise, he was entitled to invite the aid of any

one who could influence the Manchester Chamber of
Commerce to observe a sense of realities, .

Mr. Churchill’'s charge, however, which the

" Report of the Committee of Privileges flatly rejects,

wag that Sir Samuel Hoare took the initiative and .

sought to induce the Chamber to modify the evidence
that it had already tendered in its Memorandum. The

facts ma found in the Report are that the initiative .

never came froin the Secretary of State but from the
Chamber itself, and that the Chamber's decision to
withdraw its Memorandum and to substitute new
evidence resulted from s change of opinion conse-
quent upon the representations of the Cotton Mission
to India, which, having come into immediate contaoct
with Indian opinion and the facts of the Indian poli-
tioal and industrial situation, realised that only by a
policy of conciliation, understanding and mutusl
advantage could DBrilish trade with India be
extended or even preserved, Indeed, throughout
these proceedings 1t is oclear that the true conflict
was botween two sohools of thought in Lan-
" eashire, the one which had never reconciled itself to
the fiscal autonomy conceded to India in practice
long before the conmvention was recognised in the
Montagu-Chelmsford Report and thereafter, and
those who may be, for convenience sake, be deseribed
as the * modernists,” who recognised the fundamental
changes that had occurred in Indo-British economic
rolations, There is not a- single Sacretary of State
for India, from the time of Mr, Montagu onwards,
that has not been pestered by the former to go back
upon the convention freely recognised by the latter,
and who has not coneistently returned Mr. Monta-
gu's well-known reply. It is therefore to the oredit
of Sir Samuel Hosre that, throughout the present pro-
-oeedings, he has firmly declared that the Government
were not prepared to alter their polioy on this ques-
tion in reply to the demand of the reactionary section

of the Chamber for inoreased safeguards for British
trade in India. ‘

It was not to be wondered at, therefors, that the
Committee of Privileges reported $hat Mr. Churchill
had failed to produce any evidence whatever in
support of his main and his subsidiary charges. On
the contrary, the Committes upanimously held Sir
Bamuel and Lord Derby fully exonerated, and even
Lord Hugh Cecil, upon whom the diehards were
evidently ocounting for a minority opinion, went no
further than his colleagues, save to the extent to
which he committed himself to an academio distine.
tion between persuasion and over-persuasion; not
that even the latter could be construed as a breach of
privilege had it ocourred (which, however, he joined
with his colleagues in denying) but because ita exer-
oise might result in the stultification of a Joint Select
Commictes’s work by the presentation on the part of
& withess of unspontaneous evidence, which would
not reveal his true mind.

Paragraph 21 of the Reaport ia perhaps in many
ways the most important, as it is probably the most
interesting, since it contains the considered view of
the Committee of Privileges of the exact status and
funections of a Joint Select Committee such as the..
present one; and it held that the terms of the Stand-
ing Order of 1700 had little relevancy to the circum-
stances of the present case. The Report drawse a
distinction bstween a Committee exercising judioial -
functions and which is concerned to ascertain faots
and to make a report thereon to Parliament, and a
npoh-judicisl body to which is referred the task of
hearing opinion and advising Parliament upon a par-
ticular course of policy in relation to proposed legis-
lation on & given subjeet. One would have thought,
a8 The Times romarks ironically, that such a distino-
tion, instead of being noted with exclamations of
pretended surprise and horror, would have been
welcomed by Mr, Churehill and his dichard col-
leagues as confirming the authority that they had

-gought, immediately the Joint Seleot Committes was

get up, to retain their freedom to launch upon iis per-
sonnel and proceedings every conceivable term of
hostile reproach, and to justify them in pursuing a
“ raging, tearing propaganda’ designed to destroy
the White Paper policy and its authors, and their
substitution by something vastly more reactionary
and dangerous to Indo-British relations. Their pre.
tence that until npow they had always regarded the
Joint Select Committee as a judicial body was fully
exposed by the Government spokesmen in Wednes
day's debate, who reminded them that had the
Committee been in fact a judicial tribunsl, they
would have repeatedly rendered themselves liable to
heavy penalties_ for soandalizing it and for other
well-recognised public offences of the first magnitude.

These sanctimonious crities now hold them-
golves to be perfectly free tolaunch am even more
dovastating attack upon the Committee and all ite
works, on the score of ita partisanship and partiality.
But then they have done this all along, and itis
diffioult to believe that they have any fresh weapons
in their armoury, though this will not prevent them
from continuing to sew discord and suspicion in the
public mind, In reality their scle cbject has been
eithar to bring about the fall of the Government, and
its substitution by a Tory administration, with Mr.
Churchill holding high office, or &t least fo prosure
suoh delay in regard to the Indian constitutional
proposals as to render them the sport of our own
domestio political sifuation, For even had they
really held the view that the Joint Select Committee
is in its very nature a non-judicial body, ordinary
politioal decency should have led them, as it had led
the majority of the membera of the Tory Party in
the House, fo await the Report of the Joint Select
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and whioh they affect to treat with the highest regard
and oonsideration as the great bulwark of British
Jliberties, and the palladium of the citizens’ rights.

THE DEBATE.

mittee of Privileges was awaited with considerable

and the well-founded oharmcter of their suspicions
regarding the dishonesty of the Government and the
|partiality of the Joint Select Committes, Realising
that the Report was unanimous and fully exonerated
the iwo intended victims, the only way in which
Mor. Churohill could hope to esoape the implied eriti-
.oism of his own adtion in the matter would be to
suggest that the Report was worthless in the absence
.of the documentary evidence, which, he alleged, by
‘Tecommending that it be not printed in the public
.Interest, the Committee was suppressing, with the
result that the public waes denied the opportunity of
forming its own judgment asto the value of the

mmittee’s findings, Indeed, ever since Saturday
this bas been the main theme of the political writers
in the Morning Post-Rothermere Press. The
-definition of the Joint Select Committee as non-judi-
¢ial had brought Mr. Robert Boothby into the srena
with an amendment to the Prime Minister’s t{abled
motion for the adoption of the Report to the effsoct
that the House should institute an enquiry for further
definition of the status of Committees. In winding
up the debate, the Attorney-General bad little diffi-
culty in showing that Mpr. Boothby's amendment,
which he did no$ in fact move, was entirely miscon-
geived, since the only question before the Committee
and to which it had solely directed itself, was
whether in the circumstances of the present ocsase
there had in fact occurred a breach of privilege such
as was contemplated in the Standing Order of the
Houss, to which the answer was a clear negative,

MR. CHURCHILL'S DISCOMFITURE.

If anything could have completed Mr. Chur-
¢hill’s discomfiture, it must surely have beer the
manner in which he conducted his own defence. He
sought throughout, not merely to justify his original
action, but the truth and force of the very allegations
that had been unanimously rejected by the Commit-
a0 that he had himself chesen as the tribunal for his
vindication. Never once did he express regret that
he had placed the Secretary of State for so long in a
position of embarrassment and humiliation or grati-
fieation that Sir Samuel Hoare had emerged success-
fully from his ordeal. If, he urged, the whole of the
evidence on which the Report was based, and which
was incompletely and misleadingly summarised in
the Report, could see the light of day, it wonld be
found that he had been completely justified in bring-
ing his charges. He then tried to draw the Govern-
ment Front Benoh into publishing the coneluding
sentence of one of Sir Samuel’s letters referred to in
the Reporf, and for the moment whiist the official
spokesmen seemed .to hesitate whether they wouid
consent to the omitted sentence being read, snd fin-
ally declared against it, it looked as though the
sympathy of the House wss veering towards him,
Then eame Mr, Churchill’s tragic disaster, Instead
of leaving the House under the suspicion tha the
Goverament were indeed suppressing something vital
to his case, he took the responsibility for divulging
the actual textof the sentence, when it became
sbundantly clear that, so far from aiding Mr.
Churohill, itin fact showed that the Secretary of Stata

“Committee to the very Parliament which had set it up ‘

Yesterday's debate on the Report of the Com-

eagorness in many quarters. Mr. Churchill and his
friends affooted to welcome iteagerly, for, socording -
to them, the Report contained, so far as it went,'
teonvinoing evidenoe of the truth of his allegationa

had acted with the completest propriety. This ex-
posure drew upon Mr. Churchill the derisory laugh-
ter of the House, from which he never recovered dur-

| ing the rest of the debate,

“TRIPPING UP SAM., "

Could anything have put the affair into its right
perspective it was & quite unexpectedly hostile
speech by Mr, Amery, a former colleague of Mr,
Churchill, In mooking accents he desoribed Mr.
Churohill’s motto, to whioh he always worked, as
Rat tustitia, ruat coelum (let justice be done, though
the beavens fall), Mr. Churohill fell into the trap
8o blandly set for him by his tormentor, whom, in a
moment of indiscretion, he asked to translate,
Swiftly Mr. Amery seized his opportunity by tran-
slating the Latin maxim intothe vernacular wittily
as follows. * If I can trip up Sam, the Government'’s
bust ®. This phrase was worth the whole debate, and

‘get the tone to ali that followed, The House, which

had already discredited Mr. Churchill after the miss.
ing sentence episode, rocked with laughter, for pra-
ctically everybody realised that that was the
essence of tho matter so far as Mr. Churchill had
been concerned.

Mr. Amery got in another shrewd blow when he
quoted Mr. Churechill the Historian agninst Mr,
Churchill the Politician, He quoted from Mr.
Churchiil’s book on Marlborough, in which the au-
thor, writing of Macaulay's charges against the
great soldier, said that he “assumed their authenti-
oity with unquestioning glee, and proceeded to use
them in the most sensational and malicious manner.
The House was vastly amused by this pungentsally.’
One of to-day’s papers describes Lord Hugh Cecil’s
speech, a rare event these days, as “judicial and
damning.” - The matter, in his opinion, was not of
very great gravity. It was obvious, he said, that the
Select Committee on India was not a judicial or an
impartial body, since you could not hope to “ make &
body impartial by mixing up conflicting partialities”,
It was engaged upon an enquiry into political
reform, and there ought to be parfect freedom to use
persuasion. They could rely only on publie opinion,
convention, and custom, for the whole question was
one of commonegense.

Perhaps in many ways the most devastating
eriticism of the author of this attack fell from the
lips of Sir John Simon, who has seldom spcken to
such effect to an appreciative House. He desoribed
Mr, Churchill as a  picturesque but inaccurate hig
torian”, & hard blow to & man who prides himself
upon being both pigturesgque and accurate as a his-
torian. Ha tore to shreds Mr. Churchill's story of the
chronology of events, he mocked decisively at Mr.
Churchill’s failure fo make good hias allegation that

| the miseing sentence in Sir Samuel Hoare's quoted
' letter was of vital importance and would, if read,
' make all the difference to the valua of the Commit-
- tee’s Report, and sent the House once more into loud

merriment by repeating & well-known divoree court

' atory. Then he turned triumphantly to Mr. Chur-
. chill's relisnce upon Erskine May for suthority in

the loud charges Mr. Churchill had made against Sir
Samuel Hoare and Lord Derby of breach of privi-
lege. What was the case that Mr. Churchill quoted #
It was & notorious case in which the Parliamentary

| Commiftee had baen set up to enquire into sllega-

tions against the Duke of York, then Commander-in~
Chief of the British Army ( of whom it is narrated
that he led his army of ten thousand men rightup
the hill and then right down againr)in connection
with the alleged traffio in military commissions
under the inflaenee of his favourite, one Mrs, Ciarke.
During her examination a half-witted clergyman hac
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nttempted fo tamper with her evidence by suggestingii

4o her that ehe should “out and run”, and if she found |
herself and her family upon the other gide of the
Channel, they would be amply provided for. What
possible analogy, asked Sir John mogkingly, between :
that episode and the one upen which the present Com- !
mittee of Privileges had been asked toreport? He'
had hoped that Mr. Churchill would have found it:
posgible to accept gracefully the Committee’s Report |
and to withdraw his chargea against the two mem-:
bers of the Joint Select Committee, and he still hoped -
that they would have heard the last of the matter, |
My, Churchill was foolish enough at this point to

mutter, “Don't make any mistake about that ', Sir

John immediately ocaught up the ejaculation and

denounced Mr. Churchill vigorously for having been

far more comcerned with an attempt to ruin Sir

BSamuel Hoare and to injure the Government than he

had pretended to be interested in the question of eon-

stitutional proprieties.

THE SELECT COMMITTER'S REFPORT.

M. Churchill and his friends appear to have sus-
ceeded at least to the extent of partly contributing to

further delay until the autumn of the
presontation of the Joint Belect Committee’s
Report. Naturally, whilst the conduct of two

members of such importance was under quasi-
judicial consideration, the tempo of the Committee's
work must have been slower and itsa rhythm less re-
gular. Moreover, the very prccedure of the Joint
Seleot Committee, requiring voting upon every im-
portant passage of the draft Report, involves some
degree of delay. I understand, too (though this is
probably more in the nature of surmise than accu-
rate knowledge), that various members of the Com-
mittee, either to the right or %o the left, are pressing
alternative views and methods, with considerable
vigour, possibly even supported by alternative drafts,
on particular points, I cannot, of couras, speak with
any authority, nor doI know it as a fact, but it
may quite well be found ultimately that the Labour
Members will bave advocated very strongly the sub-
gtantial amendments to the White Paper proposals
pressed for in the British Indiam Memoranda, even
if in some respeots they mey mnot actually have gone
beyond them. If it should be found that they have
jn fact done 8o, their views would probably be found
recorded in annexures to the Report,

. I rather gather from enquiries in authoritative
quarters that the official view of the further delay in
publication is that it will not affect, In any marked

degree, the programme regarding the introduction |
and passage of the Reforms Bill, or the inauguration |
of the new Constitution at the beginning of 1936, I |

am wondering whether this is not too optimistic as

expectations. It may be, of course, that, whilst these |

disoussions are proceeding, the Bill i being actually
drafted upon the lines of major decisions.
may also be the official view thab, notwithstanding
the present threatened slarums and exzcursions in

diehard quarters, the Bill, when presented to Parlia- |

ment, will be found to be of such a nature as io
facilitate its passage through Parlisment with the
minimum of delay. If that should be go, it would
appear to indicate the contemplation of compromises
on gome of the White Paper proposals that would
militate strongly against the value of the reforms
goheme from the Indian point of view,
THEE THOMPSON AND GARRATT BOOE.
“The Rise and Fulfilment of British Rule in

India”™ by Edward Thompson and G. T. Garrait, |

just published, has been described by Mr H. N.
_Braileford as * sarupulously, and almost painfully,
bonest.” Many books have been written about India
but the vision of the writers on both sides has been

And it |
| SANTATINIYAMANA

apt to be obsoured by their passionate convictiona,.
and this has led to a failure to face faots, i

Lord Lothian, writing in the Observer, says of
the authors of this new book that “ they have written
a fearless, but in no sense a propagandist, book. * Hs -
welcomes its publioation “on the eve of the fatefyl '
controversy which will break on Parliament and the '
country in the sutumn of this year. * He continues: °
“ The great strength of their work is their admiration -
for what has besen noble and couragecus wherever -
found, and their hatred of what has been cruel and
base. If there is & theme underlying their history it
is that all that is best in British rule in India has
been the creation of great men, and if the oonriection
between Britain and India is to continue to be fruig. -
ful, it will be because Britain and India are able :
to throw up on both pides men who can master the -
new and uuprecedented problems of the age.” My, §
J. T. Gwyon writes in the Manchester Guardian !
on the whole with congratulation upon the work of
the writers. At the same time he enters & protest :
against their denunciation, several times repeated, of ¢
what they describe as the “osnt” found in the *
worke of Mr. Vincent Smith and others of &heir :
predecessors. In Mr. Gwynn’s view, however, Messrs, .
Thompson and Garratt, by reason of their socialist |
leanings, are themselves not immune from a similar
charge. For example, be quotes them as speskingas .
follo#s of the Indian villages, in the pericd between
1901 and 1911 : “The oapitalist systom was coming
into full operation, draining away the psurplus §
produce by & process as ruthless as that of the
eighteenth century Mogul official, and more efficient.”
Mr, Gwynn then goes on to say : “The present writer
spent gome time in Indian villages during the period t
last mentioned, and saw the rise in the villagers'.
gtandard of living and the growth of independence
resulting from the rige in prices and and the increase .
in the demand for eotton and ground-nut, and he can~
not but feel that the two generalisations quoted are
‘oant ’, and not the kind of ‘cant’ Mr. Vincent Smith
used to write, but etill * cant,’ .

“The pressure on the land is a real evil, and so s
debt, but the paradox which declares that the rise in 4
the value of the ryot's 1and increases his poverty has
been worked too hard, The villags moneylender is
neither g0 wicked nor so powerful as he is painted.
Like other ereditors, he finds it does not pay him to |
min his debtors. The ryotin debt is not a slave,
unless he is a slave by nature, which most Indian
ryots are not, ”

Qeview,

q
BIRTH CONTROL IN THEORY AND
PRACTICE. , {
( Marathi.) By R. A..
RAIREAR. ( Author, Poona 4. ) 1934, 20cm. 154p.
Re. 1/- ‘
TARAPOREVALA'S UPTODATE HANDBOOK
OF PRACTICAL BIRTH CONTROL. By
GEORGE RYLEY SCOTT. ( Taraporevala.) 20cm,
60p- Ra. 1"'
DR. RATREAR'S is the third book in Marathi on the
subject, my own book having appeared in 1923 ( not
1925 as Dr. -Rairkar says) and Prof N. 8. Phadke’s
jn 1925. Dr. Rairkar justifies his book by saying

‘that the other two books did not consider the theory

of the subject sufficienily and gave undue epaoce to
practical instructions abouf birth control. In my
book, only 30 pages are devoted to practice out of
130. If Dr. Rairkar finds this excessive, I differ

from him.
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The author has followed Dr. Marie Stopes
because the book does not show that he has any per-
bral experience of it in his own practice) in
pcommending the dome-shaped oap in preference to
he Dutch cap for ‘healthy® women, Apart from
he opinions of medical authorities in general, my
brsonsl experience is just the reverse. The dome-
haped cap either does not remain in place, or if it is
ht enough to stay on, it may cause irritation. It
also more difficult to fit, as the author admits: In
;ct, Marie Stopes is about the only authority (and
he is not medieal ) who recommends it and one is
istified in considering it merely a fad of hers.

l - 1 must also protest with all the emphasis at my
>mmand against the preposterous suggestion put
srward by the author (psge 95) to restriot the sale of
yntraceptives to persons predacing 8 medical certi-
cata that they need them. Even Lord Dawson's
ioent Bill is not so absurd. The medical profession
as in general been against birth control, and tha
ot always from disinterested motives, The main
irtion of doctors® incomes depands on women's and
tildren’s diseases, and birth control will certainly
duce these. It is only now, when patients conti-
1ally pester them with demands for contraceptive
rowledge, that they show any interast at all ia the
bjact, becausa ik is not pleasant to avow ignaranca.

is non-medical pe=ople who have borns the brunt

the fight and now dootors want to step in and
olly propose that nobody should be abls to buy
ntraceptives without &8 doctor's certificate. It is
imarily the right of every womsan to deocide for
iwrself how many children she wiill have, and
) doctor can claim to dictate thisto her. I fesl
my duty fo warn the public against any such laws.

The author mentions several makes of tablets and
ves the prices as Re. 1-8, Re. 1-13, and Rs. 2—-4 per
zen for some English and German makes. He does
t seom to be aware that I have got similar tablets
scially manufactured in Germany and have put
em on the market at Rs.1 per dozen. So alsc, a
p of good rubber, similar to the Pro-race recom-
snded by him, and made in Bombay, is s0id at
% 1, while the Prorace costs double. Among
emical means, he does not even mention jellies,
hich are certainly more effsctive than .any tablets,
ough of eourse, for perfect safety, a rubber cap
.ould be used in addition.

On the whole, however, Dr. Rairkar's book may
considered more useful than the next one.

 Messrs, Taraporevalas Sons & Co. have taken
vantage of the gemeral interest in the subjeot
sated by Dr. Hutton’s remarks in oonnection with
e 1ast consus report to publish a practioal book by
r. Scott, who is already well-known for other sex
oke. And the book does give sound practioal
formation in general. It is essy to see, however
at though the book mentions prices in rupess
cause the book is intended for Indian readers,
3 author is not familiar with Indian conditions,
r in all probability is Dr, Havelock Eilis,
08¢ recommendation of the book appears
the title-page. He says in Chapter IT, for
stance, that the suitable size for the average
yman ( for a Dutoh Cap) is 70 mm,, but for a
ung and just-married woman, it will probably
not larger than 60, while the mother of two
three children will take 75 or 80. This is perfoot-
absurd for Indian women, at least onm this side of
a country, where 70 is one of the largest sizes re-
ired, while one larger than 75 would be very rara
leed. These figzures are obviously baged on
surements of European women, who are general-
found to take larger sizes. He also recommends
'ontraceptaline”, a8 jelly manufactured by an

English firm,whioch, in practice, we have found to ba
uunsuitable for tropical climates, as it does not keep
well. One should certainly know these shings if one
starts to write & book for Indian readers,

The figures showing the Dutech cap in position
in both these books fail to give an adeguate idea of
the true position in which it lies when properly fitted,

Still the instructions are on the whole sound;
but what is really required in India are cheap books
in the vernaculars. Re, 1 fora book of 60 pages is
cerbainly not cheap and it reaches ounly English-
knowing people who form a very small percentage
of the population.

R. D. KARVE,
SHORT NOTICES.

COMMUNITY CIVICS. BY E. UHANNA REDDY
and R. E. ROBINSON, (P.T.L Book Dapot,
Bangulors. ) 1934, 131p. 18cm. Re. 1-4-0,

CIVICS is a subjeot which can be made extremely
interesting provided a living interest is oreated in it.
But at the same tims the interest in the subjeot can
be easily killed if the teacher gives too much im-
portance to the detasiled information about the
administrative machinery. The authors have tried
to givea plan of lessona in . which the student is
gradually introduced to his civie duties. The course
begins by introducing the pupil to astudy of his
loosl environment—home, sobool and community—
and showing how this widens out to include the
country and tte whole world. In each chapter the
aim of the lesson iaclearly stated for the benefit of
the teacher, He has to focus his attention on the
problem and collect the relevaut matter., Ha is to
introduoe the topic with the help of this materia] and
piace before the class the problems given in each
chapter. The student is thea guided to study them
with the help of books, newapapers, eto, The answers
to the questions are to be written down by the student
in his note-book. Tha teacher should summarisa the
discussion finally. The book will surely help the
teacher as well a8 the taught. It differs very muoch
from an ordinary text-book, inasmuch as it leaves
more to be thought out by the pupil than the actual
information given in it. In the hands of a teacher
who has a proper attitude towards the subject, this
book will be & fine instrument to shape the minds of
young stadents and instil in them the right spiri¢ of

oitizenship. B.D. KARVE

GUIDE TO BOMBAY AND POONA. (TARA-
POREWALLA.) 1934, 21om. 217 +120p. Rs. 3.

THE appearance of this guide has bsen occasioned
by the last session of the Indian Science Congress. It
msay be explsined how. It seems to be the practice
of the organisers of the Congress to bring out
for the benefit of delegates to the Congress such
guideg to cities where it may happen to meeé for the
time being. The laat session of the Science Congress
was, according to the original plan, to be held in
Poona. A Poona guide was accordingly got ready.
But owing to an outbreak of the plague epidemic a¢
Poona last year, the venue had o be shiiitad to Bome
bay. This accounts for the Guide eovering both the
capitsls of the Bombay presidency. Tl_lough pri-
murily intonded for the delegates and visitora to the
Soience Congress the'book is sure to prove of great
nse aven to the general publie. For the information
given relates mot only to the soientific but o all
sides of life of these two imporiant centres of Indian
culture. And the publishers deserve to be eompli-
mented on their publication of such a very useful

guide-book, GHEK
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INQUIRY INTO MILLHANDS WAGES.

MESSRS. JOSHI AND BAKHALE'S VIEWS,

The repcrt of the Bombay Labour Office Commitiee which . inquired into the question of the millhands’ wageg
in Bombay was published last week. The wiews of Messrs, N. M. Joshi, and R. K. Bakhale on the report are
contained in the following statement {ssued by them. The statement runs:

H E Bombay Labour Office enquiry into wages
and unemployment in the Bombsay textile
industry was restricted, by its terms of

reference, to the investigation of facts, Its report,
therefore, makes no recommendations on the issue of
wage outs and, on that acoount, suffers from itas
immediate usefulness, However, it is an abie doou.
ment which deals with some of theimportant aspeots

“of the textile industry and gives a number of useful
giatistics and charts, Having regard to the shortness
of time at its dispossl, it can be said that the Labour
Office has diacharged its task efficiently and,
gonerally speaking, impartially. The facta the report
has brought out confirm the general impression about
the chaotioc condition of the industry with epecial
reference to Bombay City aud justifies the complaint
that the wage outs are uncalled for and cannot be
supported on any rational grounds.

DEPRESSION.
One of the remsons for wage reductions in

'Bomba.y City given by the employers is trade depres.

gion, The Labour Offioe report points out that trade
dopression is not peculiar to Bombay and states on
page 43 that, in spite of world-wide depression in
the toxtile industry, the latter, so far as this Presi-
dency except Bombay City is concerned, “ enjoys a
reasonable measure of prosperity.” It puts its finger
on the right spot when it gays on the same page that
¥ the explanation ( for the depressed sondition of the
industry in Bombay City } appears to be the involved
financial position of the mills,”

With regard to wage reductions, the report has
brought out that since 1926 Bombay has reduced
wages by 21 per cent,, and Sholapur by 17 per cent.,
while Ahmedabad has increased them by 5 to 6 per
cent, A comparison between the actual wages paid in

Bombay and Ahmedabad shows that the Iatter centre

pays higher wages than the former. For
example, the spinner’s average daily wage on one
side is Re. 1-1-0 in Ahmedabad as agsinst
Re. 0-14-10 of the Bombay spinnor, The Ahmedabad
two-loom weaver earns an average daily wage of Re,
1-14-4 as against Re. 1-8-1 of the Bombay weaver,
One can estimate from thege figures that the wages
in Ahmedabad to-day are 20 per oent, to 25 per cent,
higher than in Bombay. But on the other hand, the

cost of living in Bombay is sdmittedly higher than |

in Ahmedabad., Even the Government of Bombay
makes a disorimination in favour of Bombay in fix-
ing salaries and allowances on aocount of the higher
cost of living in this ¢ity. The Labour Office report
further points out that the cost of living index num-
ber in Bombay has gone down by 29 points, while
that in Abhmedabad is reduced by 31 points. As
between Bombay and Sholapur, the difference
between the fail in the cost of living index number
.isonly 1 point in favour of Sholapur, while the
difference between the wage cuts is 4 per cent. to the
detriment of Bombay. .
COMPARISON.

A comparison between the relative efficiency of
the Bombay and Ahmedabad worker, as brought out
by the figures on page 11 of the report, shows that the
Bowbsay worker is in no way bebind the Ahmedabad
worker in his efficiency. In 1933, the number of
workerg employed in Bombay was 1,05,448 as against

~ period taken as the

82,318 in Ahmedabad. The production of yarn and
woven goods in Bombay in the same yesr was 253
and 214 million pounds respectively as against 168
and 160 million pounds in Ahmedabad. The ratio
of production of yarn and woven goods to the total
aumber of workers employed is practically the same
in both the ocentres—it leaus rather in favour of
Bombay. A further compsarison between the produc.
tion figures of 1926 and 1933 for both the centres
yields the seme result. Taking the Bombay centre
glone and eomparing its production figuree as given
by the Tariff Board for 1926 and 1931-32 it is seen
that while the number of workers is reduced by 135
per cent. the production of yarn and cloth has
increased by 23-4 per cent, and 32 per cent. Trespe-
otively. It is thus oconclusive that mince 1926 the
Bombay worker has increased his efficienoy and that
his efficiency is as high as, if not higher than, shat of
the Ahmedabad worker. .

Dealing with the real wages in Bomaby, Sholapur
and Ahmedabad, the report finds that taking the reéal
wage index number at 100 for 1926-27, the index
number today is 111 in Bombay and 115 in Sholapur
and 154 in Ahmedabad, Much may be made of these
figures. But the report itself gives 8 warning that the
index number of real wages must not be regarded
“ag an exact measure of the change bacause the
materisl for both wages and cost of living is not,
always complete or acourate,” The report relers to .
the numerous difficulties in obtaining correct tjatu of ;
earnings and their variations to the impossibility of
taking into scoount changes in the qu.antitxes oon-~;
sumed by the working clssses and, W‘.lﬁ‘l' regard fo
the working out of the index number, to “the neces-
gity of assumption that, at two points of time, the
gtandard of life has remained the ssm}e." The real
wage index does not, as the report points out, tr_ske
into account any slterations in the standard of life.
The report quotes the authorities of such ecomomic
experts as Professors Pigou and Dobb to show the
inherent limitations of real wage index numbers and
cautions the readers to use them with those limitations.

Moreover, these figures of real wages as given
above show that while the cost of living index num-
ber varies at Bombay, Sholapur and Ahmedab_ad
only to the extent of from I to 3 per cent. and while
the fall in the cost of living is the highest in Abhme-
dabad, the ]atter emjoys in respect of real wages
an adventage of 43 over Bombsy sard Sholapur
yespeotively, The Bombay worker has thus puffered
heavily both in nominal and real wages in oompa-
rison with his brother at the other two centres.

STUDY OF INDEX NUMBERS.

In studying these figures, one cannot jose gight
of a fow other considerations bearing on them. The
first of them is that, in determining the reletion bet-
wooon the ocost of living and wage level for two
different periods, one must- be satisfied, on the
strength of adequate dats, that the wage at the ﬁgat
base period was an adequate liv-
ing wage in terms of the oost of living. The Labour
Office report takes 1926-27 as the base period upon
which it hag determined the present nominal and real
wage level and the cost of living index number. But
it has mnot shown, mnor has it been shown
by any other Goverhment or other publication, that
the 1926-27 wages were adequate in terms of the cost
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living, It is an admitted fact that money wages
slow in adapting themselves to changes in the
t of living, * Thus", the report points out, “ in
perfod of rising prices they lag behind the rise of
rices snd there is & fall in real wages,” This faot
eads ona to the oconclusion that, having regard to
he cost of living, the 1926 wages in Bombay were
lower than they should have been. Ahmedabad is,
ccording to the report, the only centre where a mi-
nimum standard of living appesrsto have bsen ac-
leophed as one of the principles underlying the fixa-
tion of wagea,

" The second consideration is that of the unem-
ployed population. The repors of the Labour Office
shows that in Bombay City there are 28,000 unem-
ployed persons as against 95,000 employed, The
burden of supporting the former mostly falls upon
the latter. In dealing with the question of wages
and unemployment, Mr, Harold Butler, the Director
of the International Labour Office, says thus in his
iast year's report—

“In periods of depression the real test of the
well-being of the workers is not to be found
in the level of wage rates or even in $heir pur-
chasing value. When millions are on short time
or are not earning at all, the significant figure,
both socially and economically, is the aggregate

| income of the working population.”

1 Judged by this test, it is seen from the report
that the wages bills of 35 mills in Bombay City, for
which comparative data was available, was lower by

19-57% in December 1933 than in July 1926. Mr.
Butler's test further shows that the small advaniage
from the rise in real wages is not such as is general-
1y supposed to be; and this is particularly so in
India where there is no unemployment insurance
and where, as has already been poihted out, the un-
employed generally depend upon the employed for
their subsistence. The third consideration is the
indebtedness of the worker. A man who is indebted
to the‘shop-keeper, is at the mercy of the latter for
the prices charged for his foodstuffe——a factor which
to aomne extent deprives him of the benefit of the
reduced cost of living. Moreover, the eost of living
index number takes no account of the indebtedness of
the worker and the interest he pays,

MILL METHODS.

The report has shown the haphazard’ manner in
which rationalisation has been carried out in some
mills and has referred to the difference in methods
that Bombay and Ahmedabad have employed. In
Bot;:bay only two or three groups have introduced
rationalisation ; but their methods are mot the same.
In the Sassoon group of mills, for example, rationali-
sation has no doubt led to shorter working .day and
%o an improvement in the employment situation ; but
it has also led to reduction in earnings. On the other
hand, rationalisation in the Wadia group of mills has
resulted in securing more earnings for the workers;
but it has created unemployment for which no provi-
sion has be:en made. The report points out that
there operatives are attending more machines than
formerly, the workers have usually been given some
more wages. This is admittedly unfair to the
worksrs. because where the latter are doing more
work without the management incurring mueh ad-
_dttlonal_expenditure, the more substantisl portion of
the savings should have gone to the workers,
The employers may claim a reasonable portion
-of the gavings aceruing from rationalisation ounly if
they mour any extra expenditure in improving or
replaclr}g the plant. The employers have constantly
complained that they were prevented from adopting
methods of rationalisation by the workers, The
finding of the Labour Office enquiry goes almost ene
tirely against this complaint. The report says that

“ with the exoeption of four or five omses where the
( rationulisation ) system has not been tried owing
to the opposition of the work people, in the majority
of cases, it has not been adopted for technical and
other reasons.” These “ technical and other reasons *
are, according to the report, the old machinery
or the working on coarse counts or weaving
fancy oloth. This olearly shows that in Bom-
bay there is not muoch room for rationalisation un-
less the employers overhaul their machinery. In
Bombay City only suoch methods of rationalisation
have been adopted as put extrs strain on the opera-
tives while in Ahmedabad, “ rationalisation has been
particulrly directed towards improving the efficien-
oy and type of machines used,” The Labour Office
report points to the necessity of securing adequate
control over rationalisation; otherwise it has the
risk of going into unhealthy channels in so faras
the working classes sre coneerned.

SEVERE INDICTMENT.

~ The desoription of the conditions obtaining.in
the textile industry which the report gives in sum-
ming up theresults of the enquiry. constitutes =
gevere indictment of the management of the industry.
According to the report, *there is no common labour
policy and, therefors, no wage policy; sbill less is
there any common sales policy and goods produced
in one centre are sold in anothar although the same
artiole is being made locally.,” *It is diffioult"™, the
reporh further says, "'to find any one matter in conne-
ction with this industry upon which it is possible to
generalise.”’ This is a censure not only of the indu-
stry but also of those in suthority who consider the
industry as a national industry for the purposes of
protection. The statement of earninga of the Bombay
operatives given on page 30 of the report exposes a
chaotic and anarchical condition of the industry. In
the same oity m winder gets Re. 0-8~7 in eight mills
and Re. 0~14-0 in twelve mills; a reeler gats Re. 0-7-8
in six mills and Rs, 1-5-1 in twelve other milla ; a
woaver gots Re. 1-0-3 in 9 mills and Re. 1-14-0 in
two other mills; and a spinner gets Re.0-11-7 in 9
mills and Re. 1-0-2 in 13 other mills, It is high time
that the Government of India undertook an exhaus-
tive enquiry into the industry on an all-India basis
so that the public can decide whether the industry
deserves the proteotion it is getting af present,

The duty of the Government of Bombay is not
over with the publieation of the Liabour Office report.
They have helped in breaking the strika by putting
the strike leaders in jail, even though some of them
committed mno overt act, by prohibiting workers’
meetings and demonstrations slmost- throughout the
period of the atrike, by prohibiting picketing and by
employing a disproportionately large police force
at the ocost of the public thereby frightening
the workers, Thess mensures, at least - to the
extent to which they were employed, ware not nsaces-
gary purely to maintain law and order. It is the
moral duty of Government towards the workers who
have sufferad for two long months, to take effective
steps fo restore the cuits. We earnestly urge the
Government of Bombay to appoint immediately &
small committes to make definite- recommendations
with regard to wage ocuts and other matters dealt
with by the Liabour Office enquiry.. If they only sit-
on the report, they will bs open to the charge of be-
ing pertisl to the employers and of -having helped
thom to break the strike. Moreover, if it is the duty
of Government to protect the property of millowners,
it is equally their duty to protect the workers from
an attack on their standard of life. The Bombay
Government should also Jose no time in seouring the
reorganisation of the industry, even though it msay
be confined fo this Presidency.
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Lastly, we make sn earnest appeal to the publio
of Bombay. The textile industry which is regarded
as & national industry, must be saved from the ruin
which the Millowners® Association are bringing upon

it. Sinoe 1926, 23 mills have been closed, §ve of whioh |

are already seraspped on accouné of the wrong policy
which the industry has been following under the
guidance of, or sometimes, for want of any guidance
from, the Millowners' Association. More than 50,000
workers have lost their employment eince 1926 and
many thousands of other people in the city have
suffered on account of the sad plight of the industry.
It is those who call themselvea the “millowners”
who will suffer the least if the industry is ruined,
It is, therefore, the duty of the public of Bombsay to
insist that the industry must be saved by forecing
upon it a batter and more efficient and human orga-~
nisation in which all interested perties will have
due share of control and responsibility.

CONGRESS COMMITTEE’S RESOLUTIONS.

The following i3 the full text of the resolutions re-
cently passed by the Working Committee of the Congress.
WHITE PAPER AND COMMUNAL AWARD.

HE Congress Parlismentary Board having
asked the Working Committee to enunciate

the 'Congress policy on the White Paper
propesals and the Communal Award, the Working
Committee declares the Congress policy on thase
matters as follews =— :

“'The White Paper, which in no way expresses
the will of the people of India, has been more or less
condemned by almost all the Indian political parties
and falls far short of the gcal of the Congress, if it
does not retard the progress towards it. The only
satisfactory slternative to the White Paper is a con-
gtitution drawn up by a constituent assembly elected
on the basis of adult suffrage or as near it.as possible,
with power, if necessary, to the importanf minorities
~ to have their representatives elected exclusively by
the electors belonging to such minorites.

“ The White Paper lapsing, the Communal Award
must lapse automatically. Among other things, it
will be the duty of the constituent assembly to
determine the method of representation of important
minorities, and mske provision for otherwise safe-
guarding their interests.

“ Since, however, the different communities in
the country are sharply divided on the question of
the Communsl Award, itis necessary to define the
Congress attitute on it. The Congrees claims to
represent equally all the communities composing the
Indian nation. Therefore, in view of the division of
opinion, the Congress can neither accept nor reject
the Commuual Awsrd as long as the division of opi-
nion lasts.

“ At the same time, it is necessary to re-declare
the policy of the Congress on the communal question.
No eolution that is not purely national ¢an be pro-
pounded by the Congrees. But the Congress is
pledged to accept any golution falling short of the

(1

national whioh is agreed to by all the parties
concerned, and conversely to reject any solution

which is not sgreed to by any of the said parties.

“ Judged by the nationsl standard, the Commu-
nal Award is wholly unsatisfectory, besides being
open to perious objection on other grounds.

“ 1t is, however, obvious that the only way fo
prevent untowsrd consequences of the Communal

Award is to explore ways and means of arriving at*
an agreed solution, and not by sny appeal on this '
essentially domestic question to the British Govern- !
ment or any other outside authority, * :
SOCIALISM AND COMMUNISM. 1
“ Whilst the Working Committee welcomes the
formation of groups representing different schools of
thought, it is necessary, in view of the loose talk
about the confiscation of private property and the
necessity of elass war, to remnind Congressmen {hat the
Karachi Resolution as finally settled by the A.L C. C,
at Bombay in August 1931, which Iays down cer-
tain prinoiples, eontemplates neither the confiscation
of private property without just cause or compenss..
tion nor the advocacy of class war, '

“ The Working Coramittee is further of opinion
that conflscation and class war are contrary to the
Congress creed of non-viclence, At the pame time
the Working Committee is of opinion that the Con~
gress does contemplate wiser and juster use of
private property so as to prevent it from exploiting
the landless poor.”

HINDU MAHASABHA.

The Bombay and Suburban Hindu Mahasabha
Conference which met last week at Bombay passed the
Sollowing resolutions : '

COMMUNAL AWARD,

“This Conference puts on record its emphatic
and unreserved condemnation of the (overnment
golution of the communal problem of India known
as the Communal Award, as it contravenes the prin~
oiples of Minority Protection of the League of
Nations, besides being grossly unjust to the Hindus,
entirely subversive of all possibility of the evolution .
of India 88 & united Nation and that of real demo-
cratic systom of self-government and caloulated to’
create and continue racial and religious dissensions
in the country. ;

“This Confersnee holds that the Communal
Award is merely a decision of the British Govern-
ment and in no sense whatsoever an Award of an
srbitration and that, as such, every person or party
feeling aggrieved over it has the constitutionsl right
to question or reject it, which this Conference here-
by does. o

“This Conference emphatically protests against
the attitude of the National Congress in respect of the
Communal Award, the effect of which would be to-
justify the imposition by the British Government
of the anti-nationsl and reactionary demsands of the
Muslims on the majority community.”

THE WHITE PAPER.

“This Conference puts on record its deliberate
opinion that the consfitution as foreshadowed in the
White Paper will not allay but increase discontent
as being most disappointing, inadequate and even
retrogressive.”

ANTI-UNTOUCHABILITY, :

“This Conference reiterates the resolve of the
Hindu Mahassbha for the complete eradieation of
untouchsability and calls upon the Hindus to offer
every facility to the so-called unton_mhables in the
enjoyment of social and religious rights _inc_lud!ng
Dev-Darsan, use of wells and other public insfitu-

| tions of the Hindus under the Sanatan Hindu

Dharmsa equatly with other Hindus. This Conference
approves of the principles of the two Bills for
removsl of untouchability that have been introdu-
ced into the Legislative Assembly and calls upon
the Hindu members to support them.”
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