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Owing to the celebration of the Anniversary of the
Servants of India Society which falls this week there witl
18 usual he no issue of this paper next week.
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Topics of the A¥eck,

The S, I. S. Anniversary Celebration.

THE 29th celebration of the foundation of the
Servants of India Society commenced at its head-
quarters in Poona on the 12th inst. as wsual. The
celebration was opened by Pandit Hirday Nath
Kunzru, the Viece-President, with a speech on the
political situation, which will be found summarised
elsewhere in thie issne. The session was attended by
most of j:he members, the notable absentees being
the President who is busy in Travancore Siate with
the co-operative inquiry there and Mrz. Venkats-
subbaiya who is assisting him, Mr. Sastri who was
unable to attend owing to the illness of his wife and
l@r. Sahu whose oontinued illness has again prevented
him this year from coming to Poons. The ‘At Home’ to
the Society’s friends in the evening of Tuesday was
largely sattended, the Vice-President addressing the
assembled guests on the aims and objects of the Sooiety
and some of ita more important activities, Messra,

of the Bociety's Counecil. The financial position
of the $oclety which has been a source of anxiety for
gome time past and questions relating to its internal
administration will receive the earneat consideration
of the members assembled for the session.

* L *

ker, Limaye and Vaze were re-elected members |

Exoneration of Sir Samuel Hoare.

To Mr, Churchill the report of the Committes of
Privileges will be in the mature of a sovere elapin
the face. He had raised this hare-hunt in the hope
that its results would considerably strengthen him
in his c¢ruesade against the White Paper. But this
hope has been cruelly dashed fo the ground by the
Committes unanimously absolving both Sir Samuel
Hoare and Lord Derby from any blame on the ground
of breach of privilege. That both these gentlemen
did try to influence she Manchester Chamber of Com-
merce to revise its original memorandum to the Joint
Select Commitiee hardly admits of any doubt. But
the Committes holds  that the iInfluence exerted
by them to this end cannot in any gense bhe
regarded as undue pressure or coercion. Nor can
their efforts in this direction be said to have met with
any measure of sucoess with the Chamber, though the
question of success or failura is quite immatarial to
the decision of the principal point whether a breach
of privilege had besn committed. It in faot
appeara from the cabled summary of the Committee's
report that at one stage the Chamber had definitely
get its face against any alteration in the statement
of its views on the White Paper originally submitted
by it to the Joint Select Committes., But decisive
influence in this direction was exerted by urgent
messages from the Chamber's delegation in India
which pressed upon it the desirability of supple-
menting the Chamber's original evidence by a
further “ strong sand ocordial ” memorandum. It is
interesting torecall in this connection that, in the
debate on the motion for the appointment of the
Privileges Committee on April 16, Mr. Hammersley,
who was himself 8 member of the delegation, cate-
gorieally denied the delegation having been respon-
sible for inducing the Chamber to modify its evidencs.
It is open. to doubt whether the Committee would
have taken such a lenient view of the part played by
these two members of the Joint Select Committes in
the whole affair if its view were that the Joint
Selact Committes was & judicial tribunal. This
however is not how it regards the Joint Salect
Committee and largely accounts for its disinelination
to bold either Sir SBamual Hoare or Lord Derby guilty
of any misoonduct. But the matter was to be dis-
ensged in Parlisment yesterday and the Committee’s
report cannot be ragarded as the last word on the
subject.

* & *

Acceptance or Rejection ?

SIR CHIMANLAL SETALVAD has now supplied, in
the speech that he mads ‘st the annual general meet-
ing of the Western India National Liberal Aesocia-
tion, the omission that we noticed last week in the
statement that he made the other day jointly with
Sir Cowasjee Jehangir. This statement had main-

} tained silence on the advisability or otherwise, from-
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the Liberal point of view, of the policy. of rejection
advoocated by the Congress Parliamentarians or Swa-
rajists. Sir Chimanlal Setalvad now expresses his
own individual view of that policy, If rejection
means a deolaration, in the most eategorieal form
‘possible, of the unacceptability of the White Paper
proposals and does not involve boyocott of the consti-
tution as a necessary consequence, he is all in favour
of it, and indeed he feels that there can be no ques-
tion about it in any progressive group. The questicn
at issue, however, is nof quite so simple as this.
Condemnation of the reform proposals as unsatisfac-
tory and inadequate is one thing, and recording a
~vote in the Assembly to the effect that the consti-
fution is wunscoeptable quite another thing. On
the former unanimity is easily attainable; not so on
the iatter, For it ia believed in some quartera that the
«effect of passing an adverse resolution in the Assembly
will be the dropping of the reform proposals by Gov-
ernment and it is by no means agreed even among all
progressive groups that this would be desirable.
While some think that the White Paper Scheme is on
the whole a retrograde measure and that every effort
must be made to put a stop to it, thers are others who
think that the proposed comstitution, however defect-
ive and meagre, is still preferable to the continuance
for an indefinite time of the existing constitution.
The policy of rejection, which has in it the possibility
of the work of all the Round Table Conferences be-
ing brought jgnominiously to naught, cannot find
favour with those who are of the opinion that,
balancing good features of the scheme with bad, it
wakes an advance on the present position, Where

exactly, it may be asked, does Sir Chimanlal stand ?
L ] * *

Acceptance or Obstruction ?

ALTHOUGH no direct answer to this question is
found in Sir Chimanlal’s speech, there iz no doubt
to our mind, judging from the speech as a whole,
that he will advise such Liberals ag will find their
way into the Assembly to vote in favour of a
resclution condemnatory of the White Paper even if
it should result in the abandonment of the whole
scheme for an indefinite isngth of time. For he
goes on to say that while the Liberals will be willing
to work the mnew constitution, even if unimproved,
the manner in which it will be worked will depend
upon what form it will eventnally take, If the
“ minimum demands™ which, according to him, are
embodied in the Joint Memorandum are conceded
and the White Paper proposals oorrespondingly
improved, the constitution will be worked con-
tentedly, * which will result in the country settling
down to a period of peace and prosperity.” Bat if
no improvements are introduced into the proposals,
the constitution will no doubt still be worked, but
it will be worked “in such a way asto demon-
strate how unworkable and insufficient it is and,
by oreating deadlocks and obstruction, to force the
pace and secure further devolution of power. ”
“ I have no doubt,” he says, ‘“that, if the White
Paper proposals are not substantially improved,
the second mode of working the  constitution will
inevitably be adopted, and that will not be for the
benefit of either India or England” Here he does
not expressly say that the Liberal Parly mem-
bars themselves will create deadlocks and practise
obstruction. What he says is capable of being inter-
preted to mean that other parties will play that part,
while the Liberal members, realising that this policy
will not enure to the benefit of India, will try to
exert, though without effect, a restraining influence
on the other parties. But a prominent leader in the
position of Sir Chimanlal is not likely to make such
a statement unless he feels that it is the duty of
the Liberal Party to help in passing a resolution in

the Assembly ocondemnatory of the Government’s
proposals, unooncerned about the possibla withdrawal
of the proposals as s result of such action. We have
never disguised from ourselves the grave consequen-
cas, for good or evil, that will flow from the polioy
either of acceptance or rejection, and we would earn-
estly entreat the general public to consider the
question from all sides and arrive at a deliberate
judgment thereupon. Sir Chimanlal hasin this speech
issued & warning to Government which it would be
folly for them to ignore,

* * *

Status Quo Preferred.

WHATEVER conclusions Indian politicians as a
whole may arrive at, whether in favour of accept-
ance or rejsction of the White Paper constitution, we
hope that no one will lightheartedly make up his
mind to rejection in the belief that even & formal
rejection of the White Paper scheme by the Assembly
will not lead to the withdrawal or the destruction of
the scheme. There is of course a possibility that Gov-
ernment will be o cailous as to put the scheme into
force, whatever opinion the Assembly may express
thereupon. If Anglo-Indian pap:rs, found only too
often to be in the know of Gavernmoent’s inteations,
are any guide, there is 2 strong likelibood of Govern-
ment not proceeding with their proposais in the event
of the Assembly oarrying a rejsction motion. The
Times of Indig and the Statesman have said in cafogo-
rioal terms that they will fesl compelled to drop their
proposals in these circumstances. The Pioneer now
says the same thing. In its issna of the 8th insk,
it saya:

“The stage having been cleared (by the removal of the
existing ban on Congress organisations), it remains for
the Congress leaders to maks up their mind what they
are going to do about the reforms, If they find, as they
undoubtedly will find, that they can get nothing more cut
of Parliament, do they propose to try to destroy them
directly or by obstruction, or to work them as they
stand? In the former case, they will play straight into
the hands of the die-hards and will incidentally let the
Conservatives out of & very awkward predicament. They
need not, therefore, be surprised if the British Govern-
ment take them at their word and the whole schems Ig
shelved indefinitely. "

The paper goes on :

“Thers are many Liberals among them, who profess to
believe that that would be the best solutios, counting, no
doubt, on obtaining better torms from a Labour Govern-
ment in due course. But thoss who so g libly argae in this
faghion would do well to consider the present dissensiona
and divisions in tha Labour Party. Unlesa these are re-
solved more spesdily than Seems probable it will be a
vory long time befors a Labour Government comes into
power with a majority sufficieat to ocarry through a
schems on more liberal lines. The alternative is to con-
tinue indefinitely uader the preseat system with pechaps
an attempt, foredoomed, to our mind, to failure, to force
the hand of the Gavernment by direct action.”

Here the Pioncer refers obviously to Dr. Paranjpye
and Mr. Chintamani, We wish toassure our fon-
temporary that these lesders do not build their hopes
at all upon the coming into power atan ea_rly date
of the Labour Party in England. They are sincarely
prepared to face with perfeot equanimity the pros-
pect, which appears so appalling to the Pioneer, of
continuing indefinitely wunder the present system.
The present *reforms,” they think, are only an
impediment in the way of future reforms and they
woald much rather like to be just where _they are,
This is their honest conviction, howeaver _dxfﬁult it
may be for the Pionser to give oredencs to 1.

% * *
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“ Pull-Fledged Democracy. "

SIR SAMUEL HOARE oughtto be congratulated
upon the success he hes attained in getting & number
of recently retired members of the L O. 8.to be the
advocates of his White Paper scheme., Perhaps the
most active among these is Sir John Thompson who,
on May 25, induiged in a hot defence of the
soheme mt Bristol. This defence perhaps makes
a deep impression upon the Britishers, but in India
‘it can only have the effect of giving one more argu-
ment to the Swarajists who are bent upon destroying
the scheme. For his defence only amounts to saying
that the power proposed to be conceded to Indians is
only nominal, or, to use the expressive phraseology
of Mr. Rajgopalachuri, * skimmed milk.” Sir John
BAYS :

“And what is the extent of the responsibility which the
White Paper proposes to transfer at the centre ? The die-
hards will tell you that everything is being handed over,
that is their copyright phrase; by a stroke of the pen
the Government will establish full-ledged demaocracy.
‘What do you think of this for full-fledged democracy ? The
Ministers will have the spending of 20 to 25 per cent. of
the central revenues. They will not oontrol defence and
foreign affairs, which will be under the Governor-General.
They will not withont the Governor-General’s permission
be able to touch those thorny subjects of currenoy and
exohange. They will not have the contrcl of payments
on acoount of loans, the pay of the principal services or
their pensions, and they will not have the administration
of the railways. They will not be able to amend the
cozstitution, and if they menaos the interests which are
to be speocially committed %o the Governor-General's
charge they will ind that he has ample resources of
persuasion and of power to protect them. Can you
wondsr that while the die-hards talk of complete
surrender their Congress allies in India should exclaim
that the concessions made by the White FPaper ara not
worth having ? "

Jt is interesting to observe, in oounexion with
the impossibility, alleged by the Pioneer, of the
Labour Party in England offering a betier maasure
of reforms when it comes into office, the remark
made by Sir John Thompson to the effect that thbere
is reason to believe that this will happen. He says
to the British die-hards:

“ And consider another set of probable consequenoces,
another morass in which we may find curselves landed if
the die-hards have their way and the bill that is to be
produoced is rejected. It is quite on the cards that that
would mean that thenext India Bill would be a Labour
bill, and the Labour party, if they find this India question
still unsettled, are bound by their deolarationa to go =
good deal beyond the White Paper. What are you going
to do about it? Astute Indian politicians are beginning
to build on the prospect and to pray for the success of
the die-hards, simply because they beliave, aud believe
with reason, that with the White Paper out of the way
they atand to get better terms from the Labour Party ia a
few years’ time, That is what I mean when I. say that
the die-har(? are the allies :f the Congres:."

Bikaner and Federal Citizenship.

A WRITER in the Madras Mail says—

The Bill infer alia provides that any foreigner may be
ordered to remove himself forthwith from the precinots of
the Btate and empowers the Government to apprehand
and detain a foreigner who refuses to remove himself,
Ap British Indian citizens are foreigners in Bikaner Btate,
it is clear that the contemplated legislation will impose
wery serions disabilities on them, and they cannot even

travel in that Btate without a pass from the State autho-
ritites, much less gettle down to do business without being
exposed to serions risks of deportation. It is not known
whether it is realised that the subjects of Indian States

have settled down in large numbers in British India and
ars cartying oo Juerative trades, and that the Marwaris,
the moneylenders throughout India, mostly come from
the Indian States. If British Indian citizens are subjeoted
to treatment suoh as that suggested in the Bill, British
Indian authorities will not look on with unooncernm, and
will think of awarding the same treatment to the subjects.
of the Indian States residiug in British India. 1t is ama-
ging that the Bikansr Durbar ahould have thought of ini-.
tiating this legislation at a tims when a foderal constitu-
tion for the whole of India is being aotively discussed. If
there is to be a federal India including the Indian Btates,
can the federal units be permitted to impose disabilities
such as thoss suggested by the Bikaner Durbar? Federal
citizenship will be at an end if such legislation is per-

mitted,
* * »

Sultanpur Firing.

THE findings of the Committes appointed to.
inquire into the firing incident at Sultanpur in
Kapurthala State on April 25 last justify the worak
fears of the public. In the first place it is oclear
from the Committee’s report that the route followed by
the M uslim procession on that day in connection with
the Mohurrum festival was not oificially banned
under section 144 Cr. P. C, It follows therefore that
the unarmed orowd that sought to make use of if
couid not be regarded as in any sense an unlawful
assembly. In these circumstances the firing that
was resorted to for the purpoze of dispersing the
mob ocannot be said to have any justification to
support it. But if there was no prohibition previous-
ly issued against the use of the disputed road by
the procession, oven on the spur of the moment it
does not seern to hava been made unmistakably clear
to the crowd that its progress along that road could
in no case be allowed. In fact the delaying tmotics
that were resorted to by those responsible for the
maintenance of peace oreated quite the contrary effect
on the people partioipating in the procession, What
is more, timely notice of the firing was also lack-
ing and such notice as was forthcoming was giver
in such a manner and at such a time that it could not
have been heard by the processionists. As if this
geries of mistakes arguing a callous disregard of
human life on the part of the, guardians of peace in
the State was not enough, the officer in charge of the
troops made no attempt o regulate the firing so as to
limit it strictly to the needs of the situation, buk
ordered 16 men to order two rounds each. The cnon-
clusion is inescapable that the amocunt of firing
actually used was excesgive and uncontrolled. This
is in fact the unambiguousiy expressed verdiet of
the Committee, and it holds those responsible for the
firing as being guilty of a disastrous lack of judg-
ment, We do not think that, in view of the dis-
closures made in its report, anybody would blame
the Committes for the use of what might seemingly
be strong language.

By way of reparation it recommends the dis-
miasal of the head of the police and of the military
officer who commanded the firing party. The grang
of suitabie allowances to the dependents of the
viotims of the firing who number 25 and to those of
such of the wounded ones numbering 35 as have been
incapacitated from earning their livelihood is also
suggested by the Committee, This is nothing more
than is demandsed by humane feelings and it is to be
hoped that the amounts of such financial help will be
fixed in as large-hearted s manner as possible, The
Committes’s report is very damaging to the admini-
gtration of the State; but its exclusively official
personnel should protect it from any charge of undue

partiality to popular interests.
L) »* »
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Sound Sense.

THERE is a tendency in certain quarters to treat
political detenus and suspected terrorists as outlaws
- and to regard any concessions shown to them while
under detention as misplaced kindness and deplo-
rable weakness. In strongly rebutting this view, the
Statesman says &

%A prigoner {8 man (woman) in prison, and it is habi-
tual to infer that he (she) deserves to be there. It is
therefore necessary at times to make an effort to remem-
ber that in India, especially in Bengal, there are
prisoners under detention, not necessarily deservedly by
the canons of ordinsry judicial admiaistration. They have
not been pronounced guilty of crime after open trial and
techuically they are to be regarded as innocent men under
restraint 8s a measure of proteciion for society. In these
worda there ia no implication that they are detained light-
!y and without goed reason, nor do we belisve that their
oases have been considered otherwiss than carefully
and competently; yet since ciroumstances are such that
ordinary open trial is not always possible, it i3 right to
remember what ia due to them and they ought in fairness
%0 be given facilities for living their ordinary life so far as
may be compatible with the restraint that Government
decide to be nacessary. Evenm if all youths in Bengal's
jails and detention camps Were there as convioted offen-
ders it would still be enlightened practice, not weakness,
to let them as far as possible use their daye in improving
their oapacities. Prison for the young anyhow, should be
8 time for reformation and progress as well as a boring
captivity, and the principle is generally accepted that
young prisoners should bs helped and encouraged to aoti-
vities and contemplation that may make them batter
oitizens when again at liberty. We jail only because we
do not know how else to deal with the defective in
behaviour, Perfeot wisdom in penclogy is yet to be found,s

- I -

L.oca] Boards in Bombay.

THE working of district boards in the Bombay
prepidency during 1932-33 reveals a sad tsle of the
curtailment of public utility services, never very
well developed in rural parts, due to the necessity
for retrenchment. Thus there avpears to have been no
division in which primary schools were not oclosed,
but the Cenfral Division enjoyed the unenviabie
distinotion of having the largest number of
its schools, more than 100, abolished. It is needless
to add that thie closing process was precipitated by
the reduction in the Government’s educational grants
to these boards. While the reduced grants may have
been unavoidable, it is to be devoutly wished that
they will be restored to their former level at the
earliost possible opportunity.

The Panchayat movemsent does not yet seem to
have taken root in this presidency, It is noteworthy
that there are no panchayats in Sind, and even in the
other parts of the presidency their number iz by no
means impressive. Nor is the working of the few
panchayats that exist satisfactory. As a matter of

fact the condition of most of thess bodies in the
Poona district is described by the Colleotor himself
a8 “scandalous”. In one case atleast no recovery of
dues was made, the arrears being 100 per cent. In
thres cases they were over 90 per cent. and in five
they ranged from 52 to 81. It is regrettable that
gome of the so-calided progressive towns were the
worst offenders in this respect. Conditions in other
divisions may not be equaliy bad but cannot be said
to be very much better. But why waste any breath
on a state of things which has become obsolete by
the passage of the new Panchayat law? It is difficult
to forecast whether the new law will be & greater or
lesser success than its predecessor. Anyhow it en-
sures the trial of the panchayat axperiment in more
favourable conditions.

Government ordera for the erection of notica
boards near wells, dispensaries and dharmashaiag
maintained out of local board funds deolaring fhem
to be opan to all people without distinotion of esste
wera issued too late for their effect to be reflected in
the report on the working of these bodies for 1932-33.
Still it is & source of satisfaction to know that
sevaral boards have either put up such notices or had
decided to do so, Three local boards gave substantisl
grants to hostels for depressed olass students, while
one of them conduocts a boarding house for the benefit
of students of the forest tribes. This ia however not
to say that public prejudice against the untouchables
is non-existent in rural areas. It will diminist in
proportion as the education of the public progresses
and we stress the hope expressed in the Government
resolution that locs]l boards will continue unabated
their efforts to educate the public to regard untouoh-
ability as s canker that must be removed from Hindu
gociety as soon as practicable,

* . .
The Lokashikshaa.

WE welcome the attempts that are being made
for the resuscitation of the Marathi monthly maga-
gine, Lokashikshan. Its conduct for five years under
Mr. Jambhekar's editorship was marked by con-
gpicuous ability. This is however not to say that the
venture was s commercial success, Far from it. The
public support to it was very inadequate and its finan-
cial responsibility was too onerous for en individusl
of the moderate means of Mr. Jambhekar. He had
therefore no slternative but to suspend its publica-
tion in the firm hope that its revival on & more sound
footing could be arranged for without muech difficulty.
That this wss not & vain hope is clear from the
public response which the idea of the formation of »
joint stock concern to tuke over the whole burden
of running the magazine bas so far received and
promises to receive. The news will be joyfully
received by the Marathi-reading public; for the
number of reslly good Marathi magazines is very
small, And the disappearance of the Lokashikshan,
which happily need no longer be contemplated,
would have been a serious loss to Marathi readers.

THE PRESENT POLITICAL SITUATION.
PANDIT HIRDAY NATH KUNZRU'S SPEECH.

In the absence of Mr. Devadhar, President of the Servants of India Society, owing to his pre-uccupation
with the report of the Travancore Co-operative Enquiry Committee of which he is President, Pandit Hirday Nath -
Kunzru, Vice-President of the Society, presided over its 29th Anniversary which wus celebrated on the 12th

inst,
- A FTER welcoming the members, Associates end
well-wishers of the Society who were present
Mr. Kunzru expressed regret at the absernce of
Mr, Sastri owing to Mrs. Bastri's illness. He then

Following is a summary of the speech he delivered in opening the session.

referred briefly to the work of the Socciety, which
had expanded in several directions, especially in the
domain of village reconstruction and to the difficul-
ties it had to face. Its financial position showed no
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improvement. The year 1933-34 had closed with a
defioit of about Rs. 8,500 and the ourrent year was
expected to end likewise.

-  Reviewing the political situation, Mr. Kunzru
wished it was possible to say that the joint efforts of
the British Indian delegation to the Joint Select
ICommittee had succeeded in brightening the outlook
for the future but it waa regrettable that notwith-
standing their devoted labours it appeared darker
han before.

The constitutionsl problem had been under dis-
ussion for close upon seven years and nearly four
ears have passed since the first session of the Round
able Conference, but India, hungering for gelf-rea-

lisation, had not yet advanced one step on the road to
national freedom. And in regard to the transfer of
ontrol at the oentre, without which political

eform will be a snara and a delusion and Indians

will not be able to attain to the full height of their
ature, it was not even possible fo guess when it
would begin.
! The inordinate delay that had taken place in
the consideration of constitutional reforms was
not compensated by any advance over the position
reached during the first Round Table Conference, A
perusal of the despatch of the Government of India
on the report of the Simon Commission and the
proceedings of the First Round Table Conference
will convince anyone that the intervening disous-
pions had not induced His Majesty’s Government to
sbandon a single restriction in the sphere of fihanoe
and commerce proposed in the Government of India
despatch or to accept any suggestion for the liberali-
sation of the scheme outlined by the Round Table
Conference. The subsequent diroussions led not to
progrees but to retrogression, and as time went on the

hopes of peaceful development and fruitful co-opera~

tion between Englamnd and India grew increasingly
dim, The White Paper and the eovidence of Sir
Samuel Hoare before the Joint Select Committee
furnish abundant proof of the ohanged spirit in
which the British authorities approached the problem
f adjusting the divergent interests of Indians and
Britishers, To illustrate this, one need only refer to
the declaration of 1929 about Dominion Status. I
was this deciaration which, by expressly enunciating
the aim of British policy, promised to open a new
hapter in the history of Indo-Britisk relationship
and made it possible to look forward to an era of
'acial reconciliation. Yet there was a disposition on
the part of imporfant members of the Round Table
Jonference o regard it as an expression of generous
ientiments rather than as a solemn obligation which
Togland must unhesitatingly try to redeem, Sir
Jamuel Hoare almost deprecated any reference to it.
Even Lord Irwin, through whom it was made,
eemed to shrink from it. One feels that if it could
o recalled the authorities would lose no time in
loing so.

It has been apparent for s long time that there
8 no chance of progressive modifications being
nade in the White Paper although, as evidenced by
the memorandum of the Eritish Indian Delegation:

they have been wunanimously urged by Indians,
inoluding the representatives of the minorities whom
British politicians have taken under their special
proteotion. It was, however, believed in wall,
informed oircles both in India and England that it
might be made more objectionable to Nationalist
Iadia in order to placate British die-hards, It
was feared that notwithstanding the opposition of the
British Indian delegates and the recommendation of
the Government of India and the Lothian Committee
indireot election through provincial Counocils might
take the place of direct election for the Legislative
Assombly. So complete a reversal of the polioy
which hasbeen in force for fourteen yeara would be
justifiably regarded as an attempt to break the power
of the Assembly and to destroy its moral prestige
as the representative of the people of India. It
would not be & postponement but a destruotion of
our hopes for the future. It would complete the parti-
tion of India among the vested intorests.

We have been asked to rally round the White

' Paper and warned that unless we are prepared to say
“that it will satisfy the reasonable gection of the

people the cause of constitutional progress may
receive a petback, We cannot be so antrue to our-

'selves as to allow ourselves to be influenced by

such appeals or threats. The White Paper has created
profound dissatisfaction in the country and shattered
the hopes of progressive India. Whenever we are
ealled upon to express our opinions we are bound
to say that it will find no friends in any nationalist
quarter. ;

Our friends in England whosa sincerity of
purpose we must recognise even in the hour of ocur °
disappointment are doing what they can to stein the
tide' of reaction, Important sections of Englishmen
view with alarm the growing estrangement between

' Indians and Englishmen. Influential groups in sll

walks of life-—public life, the churches, the Universi-
ties—inspired by high principles, wouid like to ses
justice done to India, but the decline of idealism all
over the world has weakened their hands, and their
best efforts have, unfortunately, proved ineffective.
We are grateful, however, to our friends for their
offorts and hope, for the good of mankind, that their
numbers will increase and their efforts will bear
fruit,

While there is much to oause us anxiety, it is a
matter for gratification that the withdrawal of civil
disobedience and the freedom given to Congressmen
to enter the legislatures will considerably strengthen
the nationalist element in these bodies. All those
who are acquainted with the record of the Assembly
and the Councils during the last four years will wel-
come the resumption of normal political life whieh
will enable them to funotion with & new vigour and
to give expression once more to the determination of
India to control her own destiny. Given concerted
action among the progressives, the popular represent-
atives should be able to offer solid opposition to
the forces of bureaucracy.

Joint action in connection with the legislatures
can bear full fruit only when it is a reflection of the
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larger unity which should prevail in the country. To
whatever causes disunity may be due, it is evident
that it is befng exploited to keep us sll in subjee-
tion. Appeals to magnanimity will not by them-
solves heal cur differences, but we must realise the
humiliation of the present situation before a remedy
can be applied to them. When, to use the words of
Mr, Gokhale, love of country so fills the heart that
all else appears as of little moment by its side, unity
will not long elude our grasp.

TEE BAN LIFTED.

HE ban on the Congrese Committees has been
lifted. This was only to be expected. Govern-
ment had declared on & number of occasions

that the reatriotions placed on the activities of the
Congress were necessitated by the defiance of law
on which it had embarked and that as scon as this
ceased the restrictions would be removed. The civil
disobedience programme of the Congress has been
practioally given up, and Government were morally
bound to carry out their undertaking. We are
glad that they have done so, for thers must be
many pedants among the officiala who would argue
that civil disobedience is still the official policy of
the Congress, though it is o be carried into effect by
one individual, and that so long as this policy
ie not formally renounced, Government are under no
obligation, nor would it be expediont, to revoke the
defensive measures token by thera. Infact we find
that, when the Government of India consulted pro-
vincial Governments, some of these took up this posi-
. tion. It is therefore creditable to the Government of
Indin that they took & broad view of the situation,
and have allowed the Congress Committees, which
will have no concern hereafter with c¢ivil disobe-
dience, to function in the normal way. After the ban
that Mahatma Gandhi has put upon them against the
practice of civil disobedience, it would have been
both unnecessary and wrong to continue the official
ban sgainst their ordinary political activities, The
Congress can therefore now pull itself together and
carry on the campaign, for instance, for the capture of
the legislatures, and we have no doubt thaf sll partiss
gladly welcome the re-enfry of Congressmen into the
Parliamentary arena, however adversely this may
affect their own fortunes at the polls.

Congress leaders are, however, not satisfied with
the action which Government have promised to takae,
They are particularly chagrined st the fact that
repressive measures passed by the legislatures are not
to be immediately swept away. Wo all expect—and
probably Congressmen too expect—that the measures,
though they will remain on the statute book, will
actuslly fall into desuetuds, thers being no occasion
to put them into force. Buf, Congress leaders ask,
why should these messures be held even in reserve,
when no Congressman excepting one ig free to offer

civil resistance in order to win Swaraj ? Surely, all |,

this armoury of gpecial legislation is unnecessary to
punish the one individual who is free. The Pioneer
goes so {ar as to say that Mahatma Gandhi shounld not
be deprived of his personal liberty when and if he

launches upon oivil disobedience. There will be no
danger to the public peace so long as he and he alone
follows this path. If imprisonment even under the -
operation of ordinary law is unnecessary, much more .
80 is the continued existence of special laws on the
statute book. i
This is how Congressmen argue. But we
must confess that the leading exponents of the -
Congress view themselves go far to deprive this
argument of its cogency. For instance, look
at what Mr. Rsjagopalachari eays. He may be
said to have been second-in-command to Mahatmas,
Gandhi when the oivil resistance movement was
in full swing. At a publio meeting held last week
in Delhi for the purpose of explaining the true inward-
ness of Patna decisions, he emphasised the fact that
civil disobedience was only temporarily suspended
to be brought back into aotion in more favourable
circumstances. He said: “Men with families and
domestio burdens cannot fight for all time, Peopla
therefore wanted rest. If Gandhiji has given us
privilege leave for some time, he has also asked us to
make good uge of this leave. You must not imagine
that the fight is over because it was decided at Patna
to suspend civil disobedience. The fight cannot be
over unless India rules hersslf.” 4

Surely Mr. Rajagopalachari and those who i
interpret the Patna decisions in like manner
bave no remson to be surprised if Government |
take due note of Congress intentions and prefer !
to keep coercive legislation alive with & view to?
giving it full effect as soon as their privilege '
leave expires, Probably Congressmen will be as harm--
less hereafter as they are now, immediately after the
discontinuance of civil disobedience, and there will
be no need to call this legislation to aid. But ome .
must not expect to have the luxury of such high
falutin talk without paying some price for it. There
is another side fo this queation. Tt would be more !
glorioue for the Swarajists to secure repesl of repres- |
sive legislation { and in this they wouid obtain the
hearty co-operation of all other progressive groups)
by self-help than as a gift from Government. What
the Sun says in this connexion is entirely trite, how-
ever ungracious it may appear : ¥ Today the Congress
ie again free, but not rescued by the nation. It is
nothing for the netion to be proud about or happy.
over. The initiative is Government’s.” We hope:
that we shall be able to put the repeal of represaive’
legislation to the credit of constitusional action on
the part of the Congress and other parties. That will
go a long way to make constitutional action popular
in the Congregs.

The question of the release of politioal prisoners
has been left over for consideration in each indivi-
dual case by the provincial Governments. We do
hope that these Governments will not be niggardly in
roleasing civil disobedience prisoners and that no
occasion will arise for the Congress to make a legiti-
mate complaint about it, In this connexion we see no .
reason for discriminating against those who were '
detained as State prisoners or thoze who were proceed- |
ed agsinst, in the oivil disobedience pariod, under the é

e
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-gedition law., TLeaders like Mr. Vallabbai Patel
and Pandit Jawaharla]l Nehra will labour under an
unnecessary disadvantage if such disoriminstion is
made. It would be eheerly pedantio if, on account
.of such technical considerations, these leaders re-
mained under detention. The Congress policy will not
be finally settled until these leaders, and particularly
Pandit Nehru, whose ideas on social and economie
questions are so radically different from those of other
Congressmen, are restored to liberty. The Congress
may decide upon a course of action, but the Pandit
may be abla, on his release, to upset the whole deci-
sion and give a different turn to Congress activities.
Now that the Congress js thinking out these questions,
let it havea full opportunity to arrive at what may
be regarded, bhumanly speaking, as a* final
-decigion, We wigh .particularly to emphasise this
aspect because we have noticed that some Congress
leaders, antipathetic to socialism which Pandit
Nehru favours, carefully avoid including him among
those whose release they require. But this isa
deplorably short-sighted view. The social and

economio policy of the Congress, and even its return

to Parliamentary methods, cannot be regarded as
secure 8o Jong as these have not been decided upon
with Pandit Jawaharlal’s concurrence, We sarnestly
hope that Government will take a broad and states-
manlike view of the question and release mll those

Influence in the Legislatures.

‘who lost their freedom on account of their participa-

tionin civil disobedience or other similar forms
-of non-violent agitation.

Our Loudon Letter,

(BY AIR MAIL.)
L From Qur Correspondent. )
LONDON, Juns 1.

CoNGRESS PoLicY.

A S Ihave already written, the decision of Congress
leaders to support the Swarajists in their

‘programme of Counecil-entry has been watched
here generally with sympathetic eyes. The fears of
British diehards that this deecision may mean the
imperilling of a new constitution by the capture of
Legislatures by the Congress left-wing are balanced
by the views held in most other quarters that it
is a distinet advantage to constitutional stability
that Congress has been convinced that extra-consti-
tutionsl efforts have failed to secure the ends which
‘Congress set itself to achieve., It is also held to be
very doubtful whether, under any counstitution such
as may be granted to Indis, it would be possible at
all for Congress to exercise so overwhelming an
inﬂuence. in she Legislatures, having regard to their
composition.

_Another source of weakness in the Congress
pogition is observed even by friendly critics here,
It lies in the fact that not only is Congress not By nO-
nymous with the Indian national movement as a
?vhole, but that it is not even homogeneous within
itself. One criticism that I have heard is that it will be
ditficult for it to formulate a policy, at the sams time
p_ract_;ca.l and effactive, that would carry the enthu-
siastic support, not only of ite own right and lefs
wings, but of other progressiva political parties,
without whose adhesion or coliaboration in somse

form or other it couid not hope to exert an effective
If indeed that be
go, to hold the Swaraj Party, oonfined us its
membership seems to be to Congressmen in gen-
eral, and to those, in particular, who bave suffared
imprisonment, either voluntarily or willynilly does
not appear likely in practice to have any element
of reality in it,

The most recent suggestion, that a Constituent
Assembly for India should be convened, has not
attracted much enthusiasm here, even in quariers
ordinarily friendly to Congress aspirations. In my
letter last week I summarised the rather cautious
observations on the subject of Sir Stafford Cripps.
the Chairman of the Hocialist League, This week's
New Statesman is singularly caustio on the whole
question, and I quote below the substance of its re-
marks in the current issue:

“ It is doubtful, however, whether the Bwarajists will
realise their maximurn anity, for while the extrems left of
Congress resenta this return to legal tactios, the right in~
ocluding both the more orthodox Hindus and the more
Nationalist Muslims, are absorbed in the sterile sontro-
versy over the Communal Award. The next step is that
it is now contemplating the calling of what it described
a8 » ' Constituent Assembly *, 10 work out an alternative
of its own tothe White Paper Constitution. ... Whas
Congress means by this Assembly is apparently only a
body elected from its own membership. Largs thoungh
this may be, ‘it oouid rot represent vhe main body of
Muslim or even of 8ikh copinion, and would inelude only
one of the two main tendencies among the untonshables.
All that it oould do would be to provide the Swarajist
party with a mors detailed and coherent set of proposals
than Mr. Gandhi brought with him to the Second Session
of the Rourd Table Conferenmoe. An alternative Consti-
tution, to have any success, ought, one would have
supposed, to rest upon an agreement between Congress
and the other Indian groups and parties.”

Most discerning friends of India here would saccept
this analysis of the position as realistic and suffici-
ently suggestive for due consideration in circles both
within and outside the Congress. ’

THE COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES.

An unexplained delay seems to have occurred
in the proceedings of the Committee of Privileges
that is now dealing with Mr. Churchill’s complaint
against Sir Samuel Hoare and Lord Derby. It was
expected earlier in the week that at Wedneaday's
meeting the consideration of the Committee’s draft
report would have been completed, and that the report
would have been presented to Parliament next
Monday, so that the debate might have been expeoted
ot Wednesday or Thursday of next weeck. Contrary
to expectations, however, after a three hours’ session,
the Committee adjourned wuntil next Weodnesday
afternoon. It is understood that in the meantime
the final report will be prepared and ecirculated to
members of the Committee, and it is now hoped that
it will be possible for the Committ:e to complete thoir
work in time for the report to be presented to Parlia-
ment on Monday, the 1ith June, when tha Govern-
ment will present s motion asking the House to
approve the Committee’s findings. If this programme
be ecarried out the debate should take place aither
on the 13th or 14th June. The cause of the unexpect-
ed delay is obscure and of course has given rise to
all kinds of lobby rumours, to which very little
importance need be attached. They naturally vary
according to the political predilections of those inter-
ested in eirculating them.

It does not appear, howevar, that Sir Samuel
Hoare himself is unduly anxious about the result to
judge from the vigour with which yesterday he
declared at a meeting of the Women’s Branch of the



284

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

| JUNE 14, 1934,

Chelsea Conservative Association, his own conetitu-
ency, that the surest way to smash the Empire, the
one eolid bagis of stability in the world, and to injure
irrevocably the trade andinduetry of this country was
to adopt an extreme or reactionary policy, and by
exireme or resctionary policy he made clear that he
meant either the antiquaeted or impracticable nega-
tions of Mr. Churchill and Lord Lloyd, or the fan-
tastic snd dangerous quack remedier of irresponsible
revolutionaries like Sir Stafford Crirps and Sir
Oswald Mosley, In the same speech the Secretary
of State for India tcok occasion to elaborate upon the
necessity for goodwill in India if the present im-
proved trade relations between the two countries were
to be maintaired and developed.

THE POLITICAL SITUATION AND INDIA,

There is more than a strong suspicion that all is
not well within the Government, and the Prime
Minister's position is evidently not so pecure as it
was some time ago, Mr, Neville Chamberlain‘s anti-
puthy towards him appears to have become more
marked, and Mr, Baldwin does not seem tp have
been able to prevent his own followers from siding
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer rather than with
the Prime Minister, with the resulf that, whereas a
yesar ago Mr. Baldwin told the House of Commons
that it was part of the * gentleman's agreement * that
Lord Snowden's Land Taxes should remain, this year
Mr. Chamberlain has been able to secure the with-
drawa] of these Taxes. The National Labour Mem-
bers of the Cabinet bave evidently not been altoge-
ther happy about the Government's disarmament
policy, which, among other factors, appears to have
led to a position of stalemate in the Disarmament
Conference at Geneva, from which now very little is
evidently to be expected for the present, if indeed the
Conference is not doomed to break up with com-
plete failure, It is not without significance that the
News-Letter the National Labour Party's organ, has
lately criticised severely the Government’s attitude
on both these questions, It is now mlleged that the
Prime Minister, both directly and through Mr,
Thomas, gave a promise to Lord Rothermere that
reconctruction of the Cabinet would take place in
the autumn. Exactly why or in what circumstances
such a promise should bave been made by the Prime
Minister to Lord Rothermere of all people it iz a
little diffioult to understand, as I should not have
supposed that two such dissimilar personalities had
any point of contact, Moreover the allegation
appesrs to overlook the fact that Mr. Baldwin would
be & necessary party to any such promise,

The mere fact that these rumours of internal
diesension, and the prospect of a reconstitution of the
Cabinet in the sutumn, are now being circulated,
mugt inevitably weaken the authority of the Govern-
ment, as they did some months ago when similar
rumours were afloat, involving the substitution of at
least three Cabinet Ministers, including Sir Jobkn
Simon, Certainly en unstable political situation of
this kind would encourage diebard faction, and would
stimulate whatever tendency there is in Tory circles
towards the elimination of the Nationsl factor in the
present (Government and its replacement by a purely
Tory Government, Strength msy be added to this
movement by the activity of Mr. Churchiil and Lord
Lloyd, who have never ceaged their effcrta to smash
the Government’s India policy; and who have their
own private reasons for seeking to drive Mr, Baldwin
and his sener friends out of public life. Whilst Sir
John Thompson's patirical criticiem of the latter’s
toleration of the Black Shirt idea in order to save
Indis, not to speak of Britieh vected interests from
the supposed consequence of the White Paper policy,
will eppeel to ressonable-mindec men throughout the

country, it will not in any way affest or influenowm-
the misrepresentations circulated with calouiation:
within the Tory Party by the bigots andthe reactiona-
ries, who are now mourning the loss of that great
lawyer and otherwise very gifted man, but an irre-.
concilable opponent of Indian reform, Lord Sumner,

Supposing that a Qenersl Election, which f{s
bighly improbable, were to take place in the autumn,
all of these bighly contentious factors would ocome
immediately into operation, and in order to preserve.
the Tory Party from being riven asunder by internal.
differences on the Indian question, the Government
might easily be compelled to jettison their non-Tory
members, and in order to go tothe country as a united
Party, to effect a compromise of & very far-reaching
cheracter on the India question, Whilst it is quite-
true that in the industrial coustituencies the electoral
position of 1929 would to a very large extent have
been atabilised, the Labour Party would not necessa-
rily go to the polls with effective strength in the
absence of good leadership mnd & practicsl and
attractive programme; whilst Sir - Stafford Cripps'-
recent epeeches, partioularly the latest in which he
forecasts a state of civil war on the advent of the
Socialist Party to power, are bound to have coat
Labour many thousands of votes throughout the-
country.

INDIAN STUDENTS IN ENGLAND.

The Education Department of the Office of the
High Commissioner for India has this week {issued
& blue-book dealing with the eduestion of Indians in
this country during the academio year ended Septem-
ber 30, 1933, The report draws attention to thae-
relatively largo proportion this year of high distine-
tions gained by Indian students here in the fields.
of acedemic and professional studies, sport, and’
University domestic affairs. There ia everything to
be said for Indian students of high quality and gome
experience coming here for special qualifications and
research study. The High Commissioner, however,
emphasises once more, what has been only foo obvious
to most of those who have had long experience of the
circumatances and needs of Indian students, that
large numbers of them coming to this country are
unfitted either temperamentally, scademically or
finsneially, by sge, and otherwise, to take reasonable
advantage of the opportunities and amenities of
British life, and whose stay in this country is often
matrked by ill-heaith, lack of success, unhappiness,.
and embitterment, with sometimes, as in a few recent
cases, moral ruin, and even suicide. Some of these
phenomensa are by no means of recent oocurrence,
but they have undoubtedly been emphasised by the
serious economic depression at home, and in many
ceses domestie misfortune has left these unfortunste
Indian students stranded in & foreign country with-
out adequate means of subsistence or hope for the
fature. Tbe Indian earthquake has in a numbar of
cases added to these difficulties, It is not to be
wondered at, therefore, that Sir B. N. Mitra views
with equanimity the decresse in the number of Indian
students, since, he adds, it appears that any loss in-
quantity has been more than made good by imoroved
quality”. It is to be remembered in Indis that Indian‘
students in the West are the ambaseadora of In(_il_sn
culture and the representatives of the high qualities:
upon which the Motherland prides herself, who are
most familisr to Western peoples. If at!d w_hen,
therefore, they fail in their high mission their failure
brings discredit upon Indis, all the greater because of
the high expectations that are put upon the Indian
gtudents. 1t is all to the good, therefore, if every
effort is made in India to select forstudiesin Western
countries only the best. A National Government
ought to be able to exercise the discrimination of the-
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.. Egvptian, Jupatese, aud vther Governweats of coun-
stries that send their students abroad, and this is one
""more reason why Indiais entitled to manage her
_own affairs, .
} OF INTEREST TO INDIA.
|

Their Highnessess the Nawab and Begum of
- Rampur arrived in London by air from Paris on
. Monday, ar:d were sccorded a hearty reception by
- Tepreseotatives of the Indian populstion in London.
. The papers have been publishing long descriptions of
i the kNawub's predilection for amateur detective
. work. !

Lord Dufferin, in addressing the members of
i Edinburgh University Unicnist Association this
i week, made some vigorous comments upon the attack
i -on the Government’s India policy at present being
. made by a section of the Lonrdon-controlled Press,
| and warned his hesrers that they had always in the
: Conservative Party the danger of getting under the
-control of men like Lord North, who once lost to
Britain a great Empire. Such paople, he said, tried
to set up & barrier of preconceived ideas against the
irresistible tide of insurgent modern facts. The
P_res:dent—elect of the Association took the opportu-
ity of reminding those present that one resson
urged against Indian self-government was that
Indians were not sufficientiy educated, and he
remarked that the greatness of this country had been
founded by men who were no better educated than
the people of India to-day. Magna Charta, he said,
was sealed by each of the Lords, and not signed by
them—because they could not write.

Both Mr. Edward Villiers and Sir John Thompson
have been speaking this week effectively on behalf
of the Government’s India proposals. The lstter's
gpafcgz in particular, deserves widespread publicity
in India.

Mr. D.C. Allen, C.S. L, 1. C. 8. (retd.) will read a
psper before the East India Association on Juns 14,
-on _The Proposed lndian Reforms: & Critical Exami-
nation ", with Viscount Fitz Allen in the chair. On
‘the same day the Association bolds its Annual Gen-
-eral Meeting.

Conservative Members of Parliament are soon to
have at their India Committee Sir Micbael
‘O'Dwyer and Sir William Vincent on opposite sides
in & debate against and for the White Paper. Each
is to spesak for fifteen minutes on the following points:
Central Responsibility, the Franchise, Central and
Provineial, and traunsfer of Law and Order. Each
will bave five minutes to reply followed by questions.
Af the end of it all, no doubt, the Tory members will
be just where they were befors. Meanwhile Sir John
-Hewe't.t.ha.s issued “Some Reflections on the White
Paper” in which, among other things, after seven
Years of preparation on the part of the Government,
or rgthel"‘ 8 succession of (Governments, he protests
against “any idea of hurrying the Bill through Par-
liament as the Act of 1919 was hurried through to
<carry out Mr. Montagu's scheme”., There does not
-seem to have been much hurry so far.

The Lord Mayor has issued a further appesl on
behslf of the Indian' Earthquake Fund, which has so
'f§r totalled about £52,000, made up of 7,230 dona-
tions, besides those made direct to the various
Indian funds,

The Manchester Guardian London Correspondent
ref_ers toa Memorial to S8adku Sundar Singh now
being es_tablished in the Simla hills. Mr.C. F, An-
drews just before leaving for South Africa saw
through the press the proofs of his new book dealing
with the SBadhu's life and work,

Feview,

INFLATION.

INFLATION? By IRVING FISHER, (Allen &
Unwin, ) 1933, 20em. 104p. 3/6.
THIS is a remarkable attempt to desoribe the effects of
inflation and deflation in monetary theory., The
asuthor has fixed his eye purely on American condi-
tions and the instability of the dollar, hence his
thesis may seem to be only of academic value to
she Indian siudent, But the lIessons he draws from
the presenf chaotic condition of Anierican mone-
tury instability are in a ocertain measure applicable
to the conditions prevailing in our country. The
author makes an effective contrast between the post-
war infletion in Germany, and Austria and the defls-
tion eurrent in U, 8. A, in 1933 : how in the former the
creditors were cheated, the wage-earners penalised
by a rising price-level unaccompanied by an equaily
rising wage-level ; and how in the latter those
who had borrowed money were squeezed to pay more
the wage-earneres had to accept cute and the capita-
lists & scaling down of their profits. The author
rightly compares extravagant and undisoriminating
inflation to & thief and a reciless deflation to a gam-
bler. The effects of inflation and deflation are too
well-known %o students of economios aad as faras [
can see, the author has nothing fresh to say on
the subject except ladling out the old matter in gijt-
tering spoons, The importance of the book lies in the
faet that it is a plea for the theory that inflation by
itself is not wrong, In the peculiar conditioas of U.
S. A. to-day some measure of reflation is necessary
to restore the price-level and to scale down dsbjs
inourred in &he pre-deflation period. Mr. Fisher
suggests that the essential reflationary methods
should deal with the volume of the ciroculating me-
dium and also with its velocity, and that the devalu-
ation of the dollar (a subject which the T, S, A.
Government has already taken in hand ) should be
the first item in the schedule. He farther wants the
State to issue stamp scrip to subsidise employers to
re-employ discharged labour, The fluctuating charac-
ter of the price-level is pointed out as a curse of the
U. 8. A. financial structure and the autbor proposes
that, as in Sweden, an attempt should be made to
control the price-level. The experiment in Sweden
has not lasted long enough for other countriesto
follow and it is doubtful whether in & huge coun-
try like the U, S. A, where the price-level ia influen-
ced by many factors, it will be possible effectively to
control the price-level. The proposal to remove in-
equalities in debt-payment on the ground that most of
the debts were incurred in the pre-deflation period is
interesting.” “ On a rough calculation”, says the
author, “the average dollar debt now extant was
contracted at a price-level sbout 85 to 95 per cent. of
the 1926 level ; that is, abont 70 per cent above the
level for March 1933. The price-level, therefore, so
faz as justice between debtor and oreditor is con.
cerned, should now be lifted to about 70 per cent. above
the level of March 1933." ‘laking all points into con-
sideration the ideal price level is probably about that
of 1926. This level has to be reached either by
reflation or reduction of every individual debt
acoording to its respective degree of illicit growtn.
The author anticipates administrative difficulties
with regard to the latter solution, but the N. R. A:
Code is so all-pervasive in character today in U, S.
A. that it will be interesting to see the U. 3. Al
Government take up the matter of sealing down
every individusl debt. President Roosevelt ia deter-
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mined at any cost to restore the price-level and this
solution will not have perious administrative diffi-
culties if the men entrusted with the administation
of the National Recovery Code take it up seriously
in band as the only solvent for indebtedness. The
book was published in 1933 just on the eve of the
American embargo on gold; and much water has
flown under the bridge since then and Mr, Fisher's
thesis of reflation has found acceptance in the U. S.
A.Government. To Indians, the book has a signifi-
cant message, Unless some attempt at reflation is
made, there is no likelihood of raising the Indian
price-level, whatever Sir James Grigg may do in
other spheres. In such a reflationary programme,
the devaluation of the rupee must occupy s promi-
nent place. The Hilton-Young mistake of fixing the
value of the rupee 1214 % above the pre-war parity
must be corrected, if there is to be any recovery at
all. Credif reflation msay not' be possible in India
at present owing to lack of organisation and co-ordi-
nsaiion in our banking system. But devaluation is
within the scope of the Indian Government's powers,
and the economic experiments of President Roose-
volt in the matter of devaluation should teach them
the Jesson that drastic situations require drastic
remedies,

A. D. MANT.

SHORT NOTICES.

MODERN KNOWLEDGE AND OLD BELIEF, BY
VIVIAN PHELIFS, { Watts. ) 1934, 200m. 138p. 2/6.

MR. PHELIPS has produced another fine book as a
ssquel to his world famous “The Churches and
Modern Thought. * The churches are always trying
to seize any opportunity of a reversal or modifica-
tion of scientific theories in order to come forward
and show to the world that it is they who are right
and that soience has to modify itself from day to day.
The present volume shows conclusively how the
recent discoveries and theories of atomic Physies
give no support to the existencs of a god or even of
& factor that could even be remotely identified with
what either Dean Inge or Bishop Barnes understands
as the god of Christianity. Mr. Phelips examines
the position of the modern Christian apologists and
shows how untenable their position is. In fact they
are now compelled to say in substance that faith
{ without the least support of facta ) and possibly a
mysterious religious experience form their only
arguments for their being Christiang—a position no
rational being can accept as satisfactory.

The question of seoularising education in coun-
tries where the church dominstes all schools has also
been treated in an eminently reasonable chapter.,
Here in India we are free from religious interference
in school teaching in most ceses, although schools
and colleges conducted by missionary societies have,
in certain cases, compulsory attendance at Bible
classes, In my opinion, Dr. Paranipye losta golden
opportunity when he rillowed compulsion to con-
tinue even when these institutions were getting
Government grants-in-aid. A rationalist ehould have
been more firm ; the fear of people, who think that
the pupils of il gecular institutions will become un-
mworal is unfounded. Even a sudden disappearance
of all the churches, say in South Africa or England,
would only be a blessing and no catastrophe would
result, es none has resulted in the removal of the
churches from the field of education in Russis. The
pogpner this opium of the people is destroyed, the
better. Morality does not require the heip of
#his institution to support it,

D. D. KARVvE

THE EXTERNAL OBLIGATIONS OF INDIA.
By NALINI RANJAN SIRKAR. (Book Co. Ltd.
Caloutta), 1934.

THE problem of the external obligations of India is
an important one, becauss, as the suthor of the pam-.
phlet says, it has a great bearing upon the economio
independance of India. Mr. Sirkar, the well-known
Caloutta financier and banker, deals in this pamphlet
with the problem of the external imdebtedemness of
India from overy point of view, and arrives at the
conelusion that, considering some of the transactions
carried on in this connection, “I am led seriously
to doubt the finaneial probity of those who
carried on the transamctions on behalf of India™
Ho estimates the total foreign obligations of Iudia at
about 1030 millions,though there might be differences
of opinion about the figure. Besides the eapital
charges, India has to bear approximately about Ras.
100 crores annually for Home charges, Interest on
debt ete., which means " a wvery grave state of
affairs.”” " It is clear from our trade position that in
the normal course of events, as they appear today,.
reduction of our foreign debt obligntions eeems
almost impossible of sehievement, unless a deliberate
attempt is made either to increase our trade balance:
or reduce progressivaly our commitments abroad,"
But Mr, Sirkar says that the Government “has
neither plan ror purpose,” and resorts to deliberate
manipulation of exchange, with the resuit that there
is an eternal conflict between the interests of our
export trade and the conveniences of Government
finances. Regarding methods of reducing national
debt, Mz. Sirkar suggests the establishment of s
comprehensive and carefully devised National Dabt
Redemption Fund, whioh should comprise two-
branches, the Internal Debt Redemption Fund and the’
Foreign Debts Redemption Fund, and the claims of
the latter should prevail over those of the former, He-
also suggests the handing over of the fundto a
statutory body like the National Debt Commission,
Mr, Sirkar makes other useful recommendations
which deserve careful consideraticn by the Govern--
ment, i
C.V. HANUMANTHA Rao.

EDUCATION IN ANCIENT INDIA. By A. 8|
ALTERAR. ({(The Indian Bookshop, Benares
City.} 1933. 20em. 386p. Rs, 3.

IN this book ‘an attempt is made to give an authen-

tic, impartial and realistic picture of Education in

ancient India, its theories and ideals, rituals and
institutions, courses and curriculs and merits and
defects.” The reader will find in this book a fund
of informsation sbout the whole educational system
in snoient Indis. It is interesting fo read aboui;
conditions in those days and to compare old prace
tices with modern ones. The author has given &
detailed account of the Educational Rituals, the

Teacher and the Student, Students’ Life, Curricuis,

Method of Teaching and Examinations, ete. Then

he has proceeded to treat general topics such as

Vocationsl Educstion, Primary Education and Fe-

male Education. An account of some educational

centres and institutions of tbose times is also given
which is followed by a discussion about the sattitude

of society and State towards education. Finally a

survey of the aims and ideals of educstion in those

days is made and the achievements and failures are

stated. The author must be congratulated upon

bringing out this concise volume which is sure to

be - very useful to the student of the history of

education. ;
B, D. EARVE,
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SOOIAL INSURANCE IN INDIA,

- . NEED FOR FEDERAL CONTROL.—IL
By C. W. Jexxs of the Legal Service of the International Labour Office.

IN the preceding articie ( published last woek, the

case for conocurrent legislative jurisdiction in
respect of social insurance has been argued mainly
on the ground of the desirability of equalising social
charges throughout, in as large a partof the federa-
tion as possibla. In support of this argument the
experience of other federations has been adducad and
the snslogy of workmen’s compensation jurisdiction
under the White Paper proposals has been cited. In
this artiole it is proposed to eonsider the matter from
two further points of view, that of the Indian participa-
tion in international arrangements relating to social
insurance and that of the importance of avoiding the
creation within India, as a result of the development
of unco-ordinated provinecial schemes, of the type of
problem which is now receiving international con-
sideration. :

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS,

Social insurance is one of the subjscts to which
the International Labour Organisation has basen
lgiving particularly olose abtention, and the Inter-
' national Labour Conference has already adopted
‘twelve Conventions relating to insurance and kindred
subjests. A Conveniion relating to the employment
-of women before and after childbirth was adopted by
-the Conference at its First Session in 1919 and has
been ratified by fourteen States. This Convention
requires, inter slis, the payment either from publie
funds or under an insurance system of maternity
benefit during the six weeks following childbirth and
-if the woman exercises the right secured for her by
the Convention of leaving her work during the six
weeks preceding childbirth, during that period also.
The next step was taken in 1925 by the adoption of
three Conventions relating to workmen's compen-
-gation. The Workmen’s Compensation {Accidents)
Convention requires the compensation of industrial
accidents on terms equal to those for which it pro-
vides. It bas been ratified by fourteen States. The
‘Workmen’s Compensation { Qcoupational Diseages )
‘Convention requires the payment of compensation
for specified occupational diseases in accordance
with the general principles of, and at*a rate not
less than that preseribed by, the legislation of the
Member concerned relating to compensation for
‘industrial accidents, India is among the twenty-five
States which have ratified this Convention. The
Equality of Treatment { Accident Compensation )
-Convention requires on a reciprocity basis the grant
tg foreign workers without any condition as to re-
gidence of equality of treatment in respect of accident
compensation, Thirty States, including India, are
parties to this Convention. Two years later two Con-
ventions were adopted relating to sickness iasu-
rance, the one applying to industrial and commercial
workers and to domestic servants, the other to agri-
enltural workers, These Conventions require the
msintenance of compwlsory sickness insurance
-8chemes complying with defined minimum stand-
arde. They have been ratified by fifteen and ten
Btates respectively.

1933 marked & further step forward, the Con-
ference adopting in that year six Conventionsrelating
to old-age, invalidity, and widows’ and orpiauns’
insurance, These Conventions define minimum
etandards with which insuarance schemes are requir-
ed to comply and iaclude provieions relating to the
liability of foreign workers to contributions and the

right of susch workers to draw benefit. They are at
present under consideration by the Members of the
Organisations with a view to ratification. Important
as the above Conventions are, they are far from
having exhausted soocial insurance asa subject for
international action, and the gquestions now under
consideration by the International Liabour Organisa~
gion include unemployment insurance, migrants®
pension rights, ship-owners’ liability towards sick
snd injured seamen, sickness insurance for seamen,
and the compensation of further occupational diseases
—aespecially ailicosis.

INDIA'S POSITION UNDER THE WHITE PAPER,.

1t may well be that India will not for a conside-
rable time be in a position to ratify any appreciable
number of the international Conventions upon these
gubjects, but that is no reason why feabures of thenew
Constitution which are intended to endure for centu-
ries should now be 8o framed as to make ik constitu- -
tionally impracticable for her ever to accept such
arrangements except in respect of workmen's compen-
sation, even though it may become practicable and
expedient for her to do so in respect of some of the
other subjects mentioned. Yet this will be the position
if the White Paper proposals upon this subject are
not modified. The power of the federation to give
effect to international obligations *subject to the
sonourrence of the units as regards non-federal sub-
jaots ” will be valueless for the purpose of imple-
menting such arrangements. For that all the units
concerned will conour simultaneously is exceeding=
ly improbable, India will only ba in a position to
participate in such arrangements when the time for
her to do so is ripe if the federal authorities have
concurrent legislative powers in respact of sooial insu-
rance. It would seem a mistake to look upon her
participation in such arrangements as something
impossibly remote. Doubtless these Conventions
require the institution of insurance schemes of a
universality of application which is impracticable
in India to-day, but they leave unregulated questions
guch as pension rates as o which eonditiona in India
may be expscted to differ most sensibly from those
in Waestern countries. They represent the first
approach to an international treatment of the pro-
blems with which they deal. Various of their provi-
sions will no doubt be reviewed in the course of
years, and if India were at the time of such revision
constitutionally in a positioa to give effect to Con-
ventions upon these subjeots, any necessary adapta-
tions of them to her condition could be given
suitable consideration If is unquestionable that
as an emigration ocountry India has everylhing
to gain from participation in arrangements of this
kind designed in part to secure proper protaction,
social protection, for workers employed in countries
other than their own.

It is of even greater importance that some of the
problems with which the International Labour
Organisation is attempting to deal in the above and
in other suggested Conventions—problems such as
those arising in connection with the liability of foreign .
workers to insurance contributions, the conditions
ander which such workers ara entitled to draw bene- |
fit in respect of their contributions and to draw bene-
fit payable out of public funds, the extent to which
it is permissible to condition the continued payment
of pensions to them upon the continuance of residence
in the jurisdictions in which the pension has been
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acquired, and the arrangements which are possible
to preserve to migrant workers the benefit of contri-
butions paid to pensioa funds in the country from
which they migrate—should not be created within
India on a smaller scale. Unless there is at least
federal co-ordination of all gocial insurance schemes,
and proper co-ordination would be imposaibly diffi-
cult in the absence of any federal legislative authe-
rity in respect of this subject, restricted residence
conditions and unduly long qualifying periods are
likely to be necessary $0 prevent abusive inter-pro-
vincial migretion with a view to drawing benefits
under the more favourable schemes. The degree of
protection afforded by such schemes as sre set up
will thereby be reduced. Difficulties may also occur
as to the payment outside the provinces in which they
are payable, and there are certain to be difficulties
asto pension rightsin course of acquisition by persons
who migrate frorm one provinee to another. ‘This
Iatter problem is of special importance in a eountry
where the mobility of industrial labour is as great as
it is in India, and where it is clearly desirable, for
both economic and social reasons, that such mobility
should nof be adversely affected.

EXPERIENCE OF CANADA AND AUSTRALIA.

The importance of these problems may be illus-
trated by reference to the experience of the federal
oountries in which nonp-contributory schemes have
been established upon a State baais, The “ Standard
Bill " providing for old-age pensions advoosted in
the United States by a group of private organisations
since 1923 requires a fifteen years' residence qualifi-
cation in the State for entitlementto an old age
pension. This *Stendard Bill” has had some
influence on subsequent legislation and pericds of
ten or fiffeen years' residence in the same State, or
even in the rame county, are frequently required, and
must generslly be fulfilled consecutively immedi-
ately before the claim is made, The effact is to exclude
from pension rights a proportion of old people which
varies with the size of the State or country, the langth
of the period and the degres to which it must be
ftifilled without interruption immediately before a
claim is presented, and the frequency of migration
in the area and at the time concerned, but which is
1n many cases considerable, particularly since noth-
ing has been achieved by way of reciprocity, despite
the general similarity of legislation throughout the
country. The hardship imposed by the existence of
guch residence conditions  is, of course, mors sericus
in the case of invalidity and survivors’ pensions, de-
signed a8 they are to meet sudden emergencios, than
in that of old-age pensions which become payable at
a date known in advance. The position is well
illustrated by the position in respect of mothers’
pensions in Australis, Canada and the United States,
in all of whlqh there is State or Provincial legislation
upon the subject, The great majority of these laws
make it a condition of the award of a pension that
the mother shall have resided in the jurisdiction for
a preseribed period, varying from six months to five
years but generelly two yemrs, before losing the
support of her husband. Except in the United States
thers is generally a further condition that the husband
must have resided within the jurisdiction at the date
when he ceased to support his family or even for the
two or three years previous to that date as well. In
only one case, that of Ontaric and Sagkatchewsan,
is a reciprocity agreement known to exist, Elsewhere
persons not fulfilling these conditions simpiy fall
outside the acope of the scheme,

£oed

Equal hardship may be caused by the existences:
of requirements as to residence within the jurisdiction
as a condition for the continued payment of awarded
pensions. In the United States, for instance, pensions
are only payable within the State, or in some cases.
within the country, in.which the pension was award-
ed. The position is the same in Canada in respect
of mnothers’ pensions, but not in respeot of old-age
pensions, these being granted by certain provinces
in co-operation with the Dominion Government and
arrangements being made for their continued pay-
ment even though the pensioner moves from one
province to anotoer.

NEED FoR ALL-INDIA BASIS OF LEGISLATION.

The above difficulties have occurred in federal
States which have non-contributory pension schemes-
on 8 State or provincial basis, But it is now re-
cognised that non-contributory schemes are little but
a first step towards the establishment of insuranoce,
and in most industrial eountries in which constitu-
tional obstacles do not act as a drag upon progress
contributory schemes are in operation, Assuming s
fedevation in which there were State contributory
schemes, co-ordination would be even more impera-
tive,for there would be added to the problems already
discussed questions as to limbility to contributions,.
and as to the effect of crossing State boundariese upon
rights in eourse of acquirition and upon pension
rights which are not merely a public bounty but
something to the cost of which the insured person
has contributed over a number of years. Tha framers
of the Indian counstitution will bear a very heavy
responsibility if in the year 1934 they make no.
adequate provision for the handling on an sll-India
bagis of sooial questions of this importance, It is
therefore most earnestly to be hoped that the whole
question of legislative competence in respect of social
insurance will be given very serious reconsideration.
Certain branches of =social insurance—maternity
benefits, widows’ and orphans' ponsions, and un-
employment insurance—are not expressly mentioned
in the pressnt asgignments of heads of legislative
jurisdiction. They should all be treated on the same
footing and the federal legislature given concurrent
jurisdiotion under some head so drafted as not to
place any arbitrary limitation upon its power and
responisibility to watch over the future development
of all the branches of sooial insurance throughout
what is to-c]ay British India,

@orrespoudence,

“THE MAHATMA AND THE PRINCES"”
To THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

SI1R—1do not desire to say anything more on this-
matter of “The Mahatma andthe Prinees”, but Ishould
like, if I may, to assure Mr. A. V. Patvardhan and
those who think with him, that, in my opinion, the
Congress should never accept an Indian Federation,.
unless, inter alia, the paople of the Indian States are
given representation by election in the Federal Le-
gislature apd sere guaranteed certain essentinl and-
fundamenial rights of citizenship. I have always
pressed this view on the Congress and I will continue
to do so.—Yours, etc.,

S. SATYAMURTL
Poona, June 8.
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