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Topics of the Week,

Cannot the Safeguards be Stiffened ?

THE Sheffield Telegravh, an organ of moderate
Congervative opinion in Great Britain, has the follow-
ing in & recent dispatch of its Political Corres-
pondent:—

“ When the India Counstitutiom Bill -appears it will
prove to be strengthened by more safegnards than in the
‘White Paper. All the Indian Polios will not be put under
the Provincial Legislatures, and the aetting up of an All-
India Parliament with full powera will probably be
delayed. With these safegnards the Government means
to make the Bill law befors the next General Eleotion in
the United Kingdom, and to transfer powers in India
before a lefi-wing Socialiat or right-wing Diehard majority
secures power at Westminater.

“The aim, in brief, is to get India out of the comiro! of

the House of Commons before we are afflicted with a |

reckless Houss which would pass something far more
dangerous than ths Bill now in preparation, A Cabinet
of Mnharajas, their Diwans, and Indian Liberals, under

a strong Viceroy, wounld safeguard India against she

pranks of a Crippsite Cabinet here.™

Assured such a Cabinet wili safeguard India in
the Central Government, but what about the pro-

vinees? Are they to be loft to the tender merciea’

of popularly elected Ministers ? Cannot the Bald-
win-MacDonald Government oblige India by setting
up hereditary second chambers in the provinces

where, for want of the counterweight of Tndian '] find existing at the time when a decision will have

Princes, which is ealonlated to preserve the balance

80 besutifully at the centre, demccracy is apt to
xun riot ? }'

The Princes’ Chamber.

THAT the Princes’ Chamber needs to be reorga-
niged oannot be gainsaid. Some of the largest States,.
accounting among themselves for the greater portion
of the area and tbhe population in all the States to-
gother, are outside, viz, Hyderabad, Kashmir, Mysore,
Baroda. It Is. obvious that the Chamber cannot
pratend to n representative character unless these
States are included. Schemes for the overhauling of
its eonstitution have therefore been under considera-
tion for a long time, but it would appear, from the
scheme that was proposed by Sir Akbar Hyderi at
an informal meeting held in Bombay last weeok, that
the bigger States cannot be brought in unless the
smaller States are driven out. For the scheme amounta.
to this, that the rulers in the Princes’ Chamber or
Narendra Mandsl, as constituted at present, are to ba
concerned hereafter only with those questions that
rolate to dynastic matters or matters personsl to
Their Highnesses and questions concerning the exer-
ciee of paramountey, but all cther questions relating
fo policy or administration are to be yemitted for
congideration to a body to be formed for the purpose.
cormrposed solely of Ministers, It is 0 consist of 15
members, ten drawn from the ten biggest States ens.
titled to a salute of 21 and 19 gune, and five mem-
bers drawn from all the other smaller States (a hun-~
dred odd in number). This means, in effeot, winding
up the Chamber as it is and creating in its place, so
far as wa can make out, a Counci! dominated by the
bigger States. It would be more than human if the
smaller States remained within the organization if
the Hyderi plan wera to be carried out. These States
found a very powerful advocate in the Maharajs of
Bikaner, who, in spite of his distinguished position in
the councils of the Empire, has a fewer number of
guns to his credit than 19, The scheme will bs ocon-
sidered by a commilteo of twelve Ministers, but the
result of accepting it will be to make it still more un~
reprosentative than before. The Chamber is after all
a consultative body, whose dacisions have no binding
forcse. Why thenr should it rnot be thrown open to
evary ruler, we wonder? _

. » .
C. D.—Mandatory or Discretionary ?

CIvIL disobedience has been stopped for all, but
it has been kept alive for Mahatma Gandhi. Ia
it mapdatory in his case, or merely discretion~-
ary? Isit incumbent upon him, after the expiry
of the period for which he has secured a dispensation,
that is, in the beginning of August, to break asome
law or other and go to gaol, or ia it open to him to
adapt his conduct to the circumstances that he may

to be taken? The Mahatma himself has given ne
inkiing of his mind on the subject, but those who
were in intimate touch with him at Ranchi and
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Patna and shared his thoughts fully and unreserved-
1y give us an assurance ( in order that we may not
take retention of oivil disobedience as the Congress
policy too tragically ) that Mahatma Gandhi is under
no inexorable necessity to offer civil disobedience
and may in fact find it possible to be af peace with
@overnment, even without a substantial change in
its attitude, Babu Rajendra Prasad tells us so, and it
must ba remembered that he is not a pro-Counecil-
ountry Congressman whose opinion on this subject
must be taken at somse discount. For such Congress-
men would find it very embarrassing, when their
leader is in gaol, to oontest elections on
any programmme excepk that of indiseriminate oppo-
eition, whioh they do mnot wish to adopt at
present, and it is to their interest, therefore, to make
it appear that Mahstma Gandhi can still be dis-
suaded from pursuing the path which he has reserved
.for himself. Rajendra Babu's opinion istherefore
entitled to special consideration and one would like
to know what it is based upen. We too would
naturally wish the Mahatma to lay aside the weapom
of satyagrahs in his own case as he has done in
the case of his followers, but we must confess, with-
out claiming to know his mind, either directly or
indirectly, to a feeling that he would himself take a
different view of the matter. Suspension of civil dis-
-obedienee for all other Congressmen but reservation
rof it for himself means, "in our judgment, nothing
more than a limitation of the field of actual fight for
-atrategic reasons, but it also meane that the fight is
still on. If Mabatma Gandhi too were to abstain from
<civil disobedience on the appointed day, it would
-olearly mean that the fight is over. We believe that
Mahatmaji considers himself pledged to carry on the
fight, and that he does not think that he is at liberty
to racall civil disobedienees till the objective, in view
©of which the fight was commenced, is attained.
* »* %

QObjective of C. D,—

AND that objective is surely not the withdrawal
of repressive measures, Civil disobedience was not
Jaunched by the Congress in order to oounter mes-
-gures of coeroion which Government had wantonly
-introduced. ‘The passive resistance movement that

“was initiated when the Rowlatt Act waa passed was of
" this nature. That movement could be legitimately

1iquidated after the repeal of the Act, for civil resisters

" had gained their end, and there was no resson for

the movement to be continued any longer. But the
repressive measures that were applied by Govern-
ment during the last three or four years were called
into play by the inauguration of the eivil disobedi-
ence movement instead of civil disobadience being

" entered upon for the purpose of fighting repression.

The movement has been suspendsd for ail but
-one individual, and therefore it may be that Gov-

* ernment will withdraw or at least not enforce the

* owning defeat.

coercive measures with which it has armed itself.
Butall that will be seouredihereby is the re-establish-
ment of the status quo anfe bellum, and this will afford
no justijieation for the Congress to bring the fight to
s close, The causes which prompted the Congress
to enter on a fight wiil remain as before, and the
Congress will be unable to lay down iis arms without
‘We have no desire to remind Maha-
tma (Gandhi of this line of thought if he would rather
like to forget it for the moment and seize upon some
pretext for calling off the movement altogether,
But we are go convinced that this special pleading
will fail of effect with him that we feel we must
undeceive all those Congressmen who hopa to per-

suade him by this means to desist from praotising

oivil disobedience,
* o x *

—Not Release of Prisoners.

WE are surpised to find that Mr. Bhulabhai
Desai who is destined to be the leader of the Cone
gress party in the Assembly advances so ridiculoug-
ly untenable an argument. “Questioned whether
he expected Gandhiji to resort to ocivil disobedience
in the near future and thus give effeot to { the Work-
ing Committee's resolution) of July last Mr. Desai
replied :

That is more than I oan eay. In my opinion, {4
depends on Government., So far as Gandhiji is concern-
ed, he i3, 89 he stated in his interview to the Hindyu,
straining every nerve toprevent Oivil Resistance from
b ecoming a necessity. While I have not had the advane
tage of a talk with Mahatmaji on this subjeot and -
osnnot therefore speak authoritatively on his behalf, it
strikes me, alter listening to his speech in reply to the
debate on the Civil Disobedience resolution at the
All-India Congress Qommittee, that Mahatma (Gandhi is
natueally much worried over the oontinued imprizons
ment of Congressmen even after he had withdrawn Civil
Disobedienoe for whioh alone they had been oast ianto
prison, If I were the British Government, I wonld
straightaway reloase all the Congress prisoners. That, to
my mind, is the one sure method of making this resolution ,
s dead lotter.” .

If Mahatma Gandhi had desired all Congressmen to
escape repression and keep out of gaol, all that he
need have done was not to star: civil disobedienoe,
but he started it for a specific purpose, and cannot
wind it up merely if those who were deprived of
individual liberty on account of their participation
in the movement again bscome free men. We are
acquainted to some little extent with the Mahatma's
relentless logic, and wa cannot hope (though we
would heartily wish it) that mere release of prisoners
will be regarded by him as a valid reason for bring-
ing the civil resistance movement toa termination,
it the object with which the movement was started
is as far from being achieved as ever before, On the
contrary, we are afraid, that he will regard it as his
religious duty, on which there can be no going bac_k,
to keap up the fight, af least in his own person, till
the objective is attained. The Swarajists will be in
a terrifio difficulty if this happens, it is true, but we
do not suppose he will remain out of gaol in order to

make their path easy.
* [ ] *

Non-Congressmen and Anti-Congressmen,

To Mr. Bhulabhai they are all all the samae.
“Those who are not with us are agsinst us,” is his
motto. It is in this spiritthat the Congress is going
to meet the so-called menace of the White Paper,
With the heartiest co-operation of all other nationa-~
list groups, the Congress will hardly be able to
carry a resolution condemnatory of the White
Paper in the Assembly, and if it assumes an
attitude nnt merely of cold aloofness but of
bitter antagonism to them, its defeat (i e £the
defeat of the Congress and not of the White Pa-
per) is certain. It is an ominous sign that not
only new converts like Mr. Bhuilabhai, whoss
overzeal is perhaps excusable, but seasoned Congress-
men like Mr. Rajagopalachari exhibit such & deplo-
rably exclusive spirit. The White Paper is & result of
“British determination” and must be defeated in order
to prove and enforce India’s right to self-determina-~
tion. This is how the Congress leaders define
the immediate issue before the country. In this
issue they seem to assume that all those who are nob
in the Congress will necessarily vote against a pro-
position condemning the White Paper scheme, This
assumption however is not true. While undoubtedly
there will be some Liberals and Nationalists who
will, in order to save the White Paper scheme, vote
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for it, there will be others who will vote, along with
the Congress, sgainst the White Paper, hoping that
thersby thatthe scheme wiil be put out of the way.
Such Liberals and Nationslists it will be to the
interest of the Congress to. seek out and support at
dlection, for in some constituencies they will be
more snocessful tham the Congress oandidates, It
bodes itl for the country that the leading politicians
in the Congress should be so narrow and partisan
in their cutlook., Self-determination vs, other-deter-
mination, says Mr. Bhulabhai,

“ was the simple issue, Those who baoked the Congrass
oandidates stood for India’s right" to solf-detarmination,
Those who opposed Congressmen aund those who voted for
non-Clongressmen—he would not say anti-Congressmen—
wore people who were content to give a blank cheque to
8ir Samusl Hoars mot only to pursne kis dubiouz dual

" polioy in this couniry, but also to deny India her
natural and inalienable rights.”

* Atticles.

CONGRESS AND COMMUNAL AWARD.

HE ALC.C. at Patna, like the Swarajist Con-

‘L ference at Ranchi, shelved the communal award
and has thus made itself the target of general
criticism, not only in the non-Congress eamps but in
the Congress camp as well,
the prominent Congressmen sesms disposed to defend
the Committee’s action, but it isa very unconvincing
defence that he is able to put up. The defence briesfly

present only to matters on which there is universal
sgresment among all the political parties in India.
The communal award is not such a matter. Soms
seotions of Indian opinion favour it while others con-
demn it. This therefore is a question that the Con-
gress moust agree to put on one side for some time.
‘Eliminating all controversial questions in this way,
there remains only the White Paper on which, says
Dr. Ansari, there is no difference of opinion among
politicians in India, for sll schools of thoughi are |
agreed that the White Paper scheme is unsatisfactory,
And, therefore, this is the one question or which the
" Congress will concentrate at present. Dr, Avsari must
be extraordinarily simple-minded and naif ifhe thinksa
.thet because each party grnmbles about one fenture or
another of the White Paper, they all desire to put an
end to it, as the Swarsj party wishes to do, by bring-
ing forward in the Assembly and carrying a resolu-
.tion condemning the Hoare scheme. Nok to speak of
Moslems and other minority communities, even ail
nationalists are not at one with the Congress
in wishing the White Paper proposals dropped or
defested. Will the Congress then give up its policy
of rejection because unanimity cannot be reached on
it? The Congress will surely not do so, but wili
proceed with its own policy, whether i be
accepted or not by other groups. So must the
Congress atand fast on its own principles. on
the communal question, in spite of the oppogition.
of extreme communalisgts; The Congress oan
either aim at sinking all internal differences, in
which case it must renounce the ambition it enter-

taing of dealing & death-blow to the White Paper, or it

Lnmy deoide to draw to itself all progressive elements;—

in which case it must cease to play* fast and looge -
with the communal award as it is doing, but take its
gtand on principle and reject the award along with -
the White Paper, without minding what reactiona~
ries will l;hink of it. :

The parliamentary section of the Congress has
announced its intention to stand by the National
Demand as propounded by Mahatma Gandhi at the.
Round Table Conferemce, This demand contains
several items whioch aré mot agreed to even by the most.
radical members of the Libernl Party. One suoh
ftem is the demand that the Army be immediately-

.transferred for control to the federal legislature, The
:Mahatma had no sooner put forward the demand

than the Liberal representatives opposed it as wholly

-impracticable. If, ms Dr, Ansari says, “the Congress«.
'men want to find the greatest common measure of

agreement on non-controversial questions,” then they
oughf to sorap this part of the National Demand, be-~
cause it meets with the support of none but the Con-
gress. However, they want to retsin it in spite of:
the active opposition of all other parties, while they
want fo maintain an attitude of neutrality towards the
communal award though all sections of nationalists

Ouly Dr. Ansari among | like the Liberal Party are united in condemning it.

" Only one inferencs can be drawn from this, viz. that

the Congress adopts a wavering policy on the commu<

' nal problem not in deference to external differences,;

is this. The Congress wants to confine itself for the | but in deference to internal ones. All sections of the

| Congress do not agree that no communal settloment

will be accepted that is based on eeparats electorates;
That is the raal reason why the Congress is unwill-.
ing orunable fo reject the communal award. For
the same reason i} i8 pursuing s reactionary policy
on tha States question. The Liberal Party insists.
upon election of the States’ representatives, but the
Congress agrees to nomination, because Mahatma.
Gandhi agreed to it at the Round Table Conference.
8o it amounts to thie, that the Congress neither repre-
sents the most progressive mind in India, mor does it
reprosent the greatest common measure of agreement,
It is radical in certain matters, though it receives
support from no eone else ; it is reactionary in ceortain
other matters, because several of its own leaders hold
resctionary views, It settles its own policy without
reference to the views of other sectiona and in accor-
‘dance with the views of ita own leaders. This is the
only explanation one can think of of the very
curious fack that the Congress is at once too conser-
vative and too advanced in its general outlook—con-~
gervative when dealing with different phases of the
internal probiem and advanced when dealing with
the British Government,

We have already expressed our own opinion on
this subject in no uneertain terms.: In the existing
circumstances we must give up insisting either on
genersal electorates or on election in the States. To
press for them at the present time is not merely un-
profitable but suioidal, becauee it would hold up ali
reform. Monlems will not support any step in eon-
stitutional reforms in British India unlees separate
electorates are conceded and the Princes will not come
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into the federaiion unless nomination is mococepted,
The part of true patriotism therefore consists in
supporting both communal eleotion and momination.
But the Congress cannot do so consistently with its
avowed policy of rejection. If it does not mind the
whole scheme of reforms baeing withdrawn, why need
it support separate electorates and nomination, which
are wrong in principle? Whom does it try to conei-

liate by making this conoession and how is it neces-
sary?! We on the contrary want to secure as much
oonstitutional advance as is possible here and now,
and we therefore naturally have to make conoessions.
But the Congrees is under no such necessity, and its
attitude on these two questions is therefore open to°
serlous objection.

BIKANER’S COERCION LAW.

HE Foreigners Bill of Bikaner State is a sharp
reminder to British Indians, if they needed it,
that under the proposed federation there will be

no such thing as common citizenship. It is an essen-
tial feature of all federal unions, that the States enter-
ing such a union aceord, to the citizens of all the other
Btates, which are constituent members of the union,
all the oivil rights which they accord to their own
-oitizens, So far as political rights are concerned the
‘Btates msy discriminate. In the matter of franchise
or of employment in the publie service, for instanoce,
one State may give to its oitizens mors rights and
-privileges than to those of other States, but in regard
to civil rights every State must treat the citizens of
«other States juet as it treats its own., This is the

basis upon which all federations are founded, There -

can be no alienage, under federatiori, hetween the
oitizens of one State and of another. There iz a
spacifie provision in the constitution of the United
States which says that * the citizens of each State
-shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of
-citizens in the several States, ” The full gignificance
of it was well brought out in 8 memorable judgment
of the Federal Bupreme OCourt in the following
-passage
“It has been justly said that no provision of the
Constitution has tended so strongly to comstitute
the citizens of the United States one people as
this. Indeed, without some provision of this kind,
removing from the citizens of each State the dis-
abilities of slienage in others, giving them
equality of privilege with citizens of those

States, the Republic would have constituted
little more than a league of States ; it would not |

have constituted the Union which now exists, **,;
There is no federation in which this principle of
interstate comity does not prevail. There is no federa-
tion in which a State can impese upon the oitizens

.of other States restrictions in such matters as estab- -

1ishing residence, holding property, entering into
-contracts, eto,, which it does not impose upon its own
citigens ; nor can it restrict rights of the fresdom of
speech, the press and publie asgembly of the citizens
of other SBtates in sny other way than it restricts
those of itsown oitizens. When & federation is brought
about, a citizen of no State can be a foreigner to one of
other States. The Indian federation, however, is sud
generis. Lest we forget this important faot, which
~ diffsrentiates our federation from others, the Maha-
rajs of Biksner, to whom more than to any other
statesman, either from British [ndia or Indian States,
our federation is due, has a Bill prepared which places

drastic restriotions upon the entry of Indian foreige
ners (1) from outside his State. From a Bill to an
Act is but a short step in Indian States, and we shall
soon be informed that the Bill has passed the Legis-
lative Assembly of Bikaner without any opposition
and with perfect unanimity. But what I wish to
impress on the readers is that such laws will not -
be invalidated by the establishmentof the federa-
tion, but that they will remain in forcs, as if Indian
States were not brought into any organic relation
with British India., Each of the 600 odd States,
can treat the people from other States and from
British India as aliens, even after federation, sa they
could do st present,

The most important clanses of the Bill are given
below:—

His Highneas's Government or any Minister a0 authori=
gsed to act, on their behalf, may, by writing, order any
foreigner to remove himself forthwith or within a pre=
soribed period from the Bikaner Btate, or to remove him-
self thurefrom by a particular route to be apecified in the
order.

Every foreigner on arriving in any part of the Bikaner
Btate, in whioch the . provisions of this Part are, for the
time being in foree, under an order iasued as provided in
Secsion 9, from any part or place not within the Bikaner
State, shall within 48 hours report himself to the Magis-
trate of the diatrict or to such other officer as shall be
appointed by His Highness's Government to receive such
reporis,

No forsignar shall iravel in or pass through sny part
of the Bikaner State, in whioh the provisions of this Part
are for the time being in foroe without a permit.

If any joreigner travels in or mttempts to pass through
any part of the Bikaner State, without such permit as
aforesaid, or beyond the distriota or limits mentioned
therein, or after such permit shall have been revoked, or
shall violate any of the oconditions therein epecified, he
may be apprebended without warrant by any officer
eXercising any of the powersof s Maeagistrate orby any
commissioped officer in the service of His Highness the
Maharaja or by any police officer not below the rank of
& Sub-Inspector,

If any foreigner bs apprehended by s person not
exercisiog auy of the powers of s Magistrate and not
being a police officer, he shall be delivered over as scon
a8 possible to a police officer and forthwith carried before
the Commissioner of the Division or the Magistrate or
Additional Magistrate of the district, Whenever any
person shall be apprehended by or taken before the
Commissioner of the Division, or Magistrate or
Additional Magistrate of the district, such Commissioner
ot Magistrate shall immediately report the case to His
Highness's Government and shall canse the person
brought bafore him to be discharged, or pending the orders
of His Highness's Government to bs detained in custody.

It is superfluous to comment upon the Bill. We are
assured that“law-abiding or peaceful foreigners” have
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nothing to fear from its provisions. But we knaow
who are regarded as “law-abiding and peaceful " by,
the Bikaner Durbar or by the Durbars of other States, .
The chief thing to note is that the people from British

India or other States will be Jooked upon as foreigners
and that their freedom of movement will be restricted
even after federation comes aboui.

I am not surprised that the rulers of Indian
States desire fto keep agitators from outside their
States’ borders at arm’s length or that the British
Government desires to keep agitators from Indian
States out of British India. Both Indian and British
rulers used their powers in this behalf extensively in
the last few years in suppressing agitation within
their territory and naturally they are not anxious to
give up those powers under the new regime. What
surprises me s that our own leaders should acoept
without question provisions which are admitted uni-
versally to be destructive of the basio principles of
federation. Some of these leaders are renowned con-
stitutional lawyers, but apparently they think that all
their knowledge of constitutional law is intended for
the purpose of bringing into being a constitution
opposed to all known preascriptions of constitutional
morality. .

A. V. PATVARDHAN.

IMPLICATIONS OF REJECTION.

T is time the Indian public made up its mind what
~answer to give to the question that will be sub-
mitted to its judgment by the Swarajists (i. e,

the Congress) at the ensuing Assembly election. The
answer is not quite so0 easy to frame, for there are
rieks involved both in Rejection of the White Paper
scheme which the Swarajists advocate and in its
Acceptance, and the answer that the voter will give
to the question will depend upon which kind of risks
he will prefer to run. But before we try to draw
out the implications of either eourse of action, we
must make clear the meaning which the Bwarajists
attach to Rejection. It does not necessarily involve
non-co-operation. The Swarajists will work in the
first instance for the withdrawal and then, if nece-
seary, for the defeat of the White Paper. If in spite
of their oppoeition the Hoare constitution becomes
‘effective, then the question will arise whether to work
it for what it is worth or to give it s wide bezth.
That question has been deliberately left open, and at
least eome of the prominent Swarajists will then urge
upon the Congress the working of the constitution,
whatever it be, Even if the constitution be worse than
that outlined in the White Paper, they will exert all
their influence on the side of working it. It will not
do, therefore, to turn down the rejection policy on the
ground that it will lead inevitably to Council boyecott.
The Swarejists themselves do not understand Rejec-
tion inthat sense. It may be that they are wrongly
vsing the word Rejection ; perkaps Disapproval would
be the correct expression. Fut the peintis whether
weo object to the policy itself, apart from the name,.
Some people éry to avoid expressing their opinion

on the desirebility of Rejection by saying that it is im-

ﬁaoticable. Why consider it at all when we know that

‘rejeotion will neverbe sucoessful # They prognostieate

s certain failure of the policy for these reasons: 1.
the Swarajists will rot obtain .a majority for.a ve-
solution condemnatory of the White Paper; 2. even
if they do, the British Government will not drop
their reform proposals on that account, but proceed
with them, in spite of the adverse vote in the Assem-
bly; 3. Government will not only proceed with the
Bill but get. it passed in Parlinment, the united foroes
of British dichards and Indian extremists notwith.
standing, None of these three events however can
be predicted with eertainty; there is an elsment of
doubt attaching to each one of them. Buf even
assuming that rejection is impractioable, it does not
obviate the nevessity of considering whether it would
be desirable if 1% were practicable. For if desirable,
wo may make an attempt in that direction, howsver
unpromising' the direction may be. We all know
that, humanly speaking, any substantial improvement
of the White Paper scheme is impossible. Wa  etill
oast about for ways in which some attempt at im-
provement may be made. If an All-Party Conference
is suggested, we welcome it. We say to ourselves,
“Nothing very much is going to come of it. But
atill let us do our duty. At any rate it will do no
harm,” And we set abounb the task with as much
enthusiasm as we cam muster, Similarly, if once weo
concede that rejection is desirable, it becomes our
duty to line up with the Swarajists who want to make
a serious effort at rejection, though we may bein-
wardly convinced that it is bound to fail.

The question therefore must be faced: Is Rejec-
tion desirable or undesirable, apart from its parctica-
bility or impracticability ? Rejection suraiy entails
some risks, which must be measured against the
risks involved in Acceptance. The risk we run by
following the policy of rejeotion evidently is that we
gtand to lose the White Paper constitution. Thut this
constitution, however meagre and inadequate, marks
an advance in some respects on the existing position
Bo ona can possibly deny. Some peopls detect an
advance inone part of the constitution;some in
others, Mr. Satyamurti welcomes provincial autonomy
ag an advance, though not as great as he would like
it to be, but he sees mothing but retrogression in
foderation. Myr. Sasiri, onthe other hand, sets little
store by provincial autonomy, but welcomes federa~
tion, though he woeuld have welcomed it still more if
the federation were of amother kind. And in this
way different persons place s different value upon
different parts of the soheme, But this much is olear,
that. eomething, will have to bs sacrificed if the
White Paper scheme disappears, Just what the
amount of sacrifice will be will have to be determined
by each. one according to his light.

1f there is some sacrifice, large or small,
involved in rejection, why- nok mcceps the White
Paper soheme for the time being, reserving to
ourselves full freedom to fight for a better con-
stitution at the earliest available opportunity ? In
following this: course thers canmot. ba. any risk.
A superfioial observer may argue like this. ‘But
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Acceptance too has ite own risks, as Rejection
has. Only one instance need be given to prove this.
‘When at the second Round Table Conference the
British Government, being somewhat in doubt about
the future of federation, offered to establish provincial
sutonomy immediately as only a first step, several
British Indian leaders objected, saying: ** Our eyes
ara fixed on contral responsibility ; if that takes time
Jet provincial sutonomy too take time. By -accept-
ing the latter now we may be postponing the former
indefinitely. We shall therefore wait for both, how-
ever long & wait it may be. For we don’t like being
cheated out of eentral responsibility by means of the
sop of provincial autopomy being thrown at us”
They risked losing something in order to avoid the

loss of something else that they coneidered bigger.

Similarly, Acceptance of the White Paper scheme too
is attended with riek. It is not every day that we
can make constitutional reforma a live issue. When
oncereforms of some kind or other are passed, it
takes long to bring up the question of further reforms
before the authorities as a matter that demands their
attention, and consequently it pays sometimes to
refuse smaller reforms in the attempt to get larger
ones. That obviously was the reason why Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru and Mr, Sastrj refused fo accopt pro-
wvineial autonomy when it was offered. .

But there is ancther reason that will be advanced
by some people for rejecting the White Paper scheme.
They will say that the constitutional advance con-
tained in the White Paper is of such & nature as to
estop further advance for a very long time or perhaps
for all time in certain viéal respects. If nomination
by the Princes is allowed now and the substitution
of election in its place is left to the diseretion of in-
dividual rulers, the establishment of democracy will
be putoff for an indefinite time. Similarly if the
Princes are not bound to accept constitutional
amendments, adopted by the federsal legislature by
However large a majority, the growth of the White
Paper constitution into a self-governing constitution
will become almost impossible, Again, if the Viceroy
alone is to exercise rights of paramountoy over the
States, Dominion Status in its full significancs, not
to speak of Independencs, is clearly an impossibility,
not only politically, but constitutionally. To those
whothink that these arguments are sound acceptance
of the reform acheme will appsar to be more danger-
ous than rejection, inasmuch as ex hypothesi & small
reform will block the way for & bigger reform. They
will consider it of greater importance to keep open
the road to our final destination ' than to worry about
the immediate possible advance. On the other hand,
there are those-who think that, howaver long we
wait, - our political progress can hereafter be only
along the lines of federation and federation will be
possible not enly now, buf at any time in future, by
sgrecing to what may be- thought to be unreasonable
conditions of the Princes; and these men ask, if the
difficulties have fo be faced one day why not face
them now ourseives rather than leave them to be
faoed by posterity ?. Let us be done with it for
once and for all, say they. This, however, being but

& forecast of the turn that events will take in the
future, rests on the belief of the individual and is
nof capable of any proof. Besides, however ardent
mey be one’s desire for federation, there is yet quite
8 large amount of scope for constitutional develop-
ment in British India alone, and till that is exhaust.
ed the inevitability of immediate federation will not
be universally acknowledged.

There may be many who will be unable tomake
up their minds definitely when asked to choose bet-
ween Acceptance and Rejection. They will find
that there is much to be said on both sides, and
their choice will lie midway between acceptance
and rejection. But this of course will not be
admissible, They must return a categorical aye or
nay to the question: Do you want the White Paper
scheme or not? If they want it, they must be
preparad fo defend it against all the attacks that will
be delivered on it. If they do not want it, they
must be prepared, if necessary, to go on with the
present constitution for an indefinite .time. They
will have very sirange bedfellows ejther way. If
they are for Acceptance, their friends and co~-workers
will be communalists and reactionaries in India; if
they are for Rejection, their allies will be reaction-
aries in England like Churchills and Lloyds. They
will be uncomfortable in either company. But
each one amongst us must resolve for himaelf his
doubts and must be ready to answer to which side on
the whole his mind inclines,- It isa oruel fate that
asgigns to us the task of making a ohoice betwaen
guch alternatives, but the task must be psrformed—
not only by the few persons who will seek election to
the Assembly, but the many who form the electorate,
And therefore political education of the electorate on
this intricate but vital question must be undertaken
at once, The Swarajists may be relied upon to mar-
shal their forces, It is equally necessary for those
who are for Acceptance to oarry on an energetie
propagands on their side. They cannot afford to be
indifferent to the fortunes of the White Paper. In
the result lack of enthusiasm for acoeptance may
prove as harmful (in their view) ms support of
rejootion. Time has arrived when the protagonists on
each side should go about the country preparing the
minds of thepeople to grasp the implications of either
course of action and finally €o decide which of thesa
they will follow.

Our gfum_l;u Fettor.

L i

(BY AR MaIL,)
{ From Our Correspondent. )
Lo¥DoN, May 19.

THE REFORMS PROCEEDINGS,

A FTER all it has not been possible for the Com-
mittee of Privileges to present its Report to

the House of Commons befors the Whitsun racess.
Indeed, although it has been considering its Ropork
upon a review of the evidence for some time sgince it
ceaged to hear witnesses, it is understood that it will
require at least two more siftings before the Repork
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‘is ready. Parliament, therefors, will not be able to
econsider the matter until some time after the 20th,
when the House resumes its sittings. It is supposed
4hat, after the publication of the Rsport, either with
-ar without a record of the proceedings attached, the
Government will invite a debate. As Mr. Churchill
-and his friends have already dencunosd the Commit-
tee of Privileges as biased in favour of the Govern-
ment, he and they are entirely free to oppose what«
ever the Committee may have done, should the
Raport, on the whole, fail to support Mr. Churchill's
-charges. The Government, on the other hand, will
naturally want to expedite the whole matter, first
because the enquiry is taking up a great deal of time
in the case of those Ministers who are members of
“the Committee and secondly because the rules require
promptitude and despateh,

So far as the Joint Comwittea is concerned, it is
‘understood that it has now completed its review of
the White Paper proposalsand of the evidenceproduc-
ed before it. When next the Committes meets on the
i day that Parlinment reassembles after the Whitsun re-
, ces8, 1t is understood that it will begin consideration
of the draft Raport, prepared, it is is supposed, by
"the Lord Chairman himself, who, in some quarters, is
spoken of as the probable Viceroy of India. As
however, Lord Linlithgow will probably not be the
~8ole compstitor for the high and onerous offica to
be held by the King-Emperor’s representative under
the new Ccnstitution, it is premature to apeculate
“upon the acouracy of the forecast, It suffices for the
moment that all indications seem to show that it
will be virtually impossible to produce the report
-until the end of July at the earliest, and very
possibly some time in August. I presume that
such technical difficulties as may arlso from the
possible necessity of publishing the Report when
Par.h?mentis not aotually sitting will have beon
-anticipated and overcome. It is still not believed
that t_he unexpected delay in presenting the Report
will interfere with Mr. Baldwin's forecast that the
“GGovernment wiil produce its Bill in the early winter,
i e. about December next, But, as I bave already
.gomted out, the delay will make it difficult for the
Government to overtake hostile propaganda in the
-country, though thoughtful people may take advan-
tage of the comparative Isisure of the recess io study
the _Report carefully, and bring & more reasoned
consideration of it to bear when Mr. Baldwin eon-
'su'Iigs the Tory Party next October. In the mean=
while we may note that the Times has given the
necessity of passing and implementing & new consti-
tution for_ Indis 88 a resson of major importance
for a National Government to go to the country at
the next General Election.

“ MORNING POST ” JOKES,

It is good fo realise that the Morning Post
Possesses 8 humourist on its staff. For some reason its
Bombay Correspondent affacts to regard Pundit Jawa-
harial as the Leader of the Congress right wing
which appears to suspact, according to the Corraspon:
dent, that the leaders of the newly-formed Swaraj
Party have entered into “a sabtle understanding *
with the Viceory, in order to support him and the
G_ro_vert}mant of India against the Conservative Oppo-
sition in England, in support of the White Paper.
This is described by the Morning Post in striking
headlinee as " forcing the hand of Whitehall, ” and
the reason given for the dissolution of the Assembly
is that Slm_la. has entered into some kind of crafty
uaderstanding with Congress, by which the latter’s
opposition to the White Paper proposals will be used
by Lord Willingdon as & strong argument to go
bevond the White Paper proposals. Another snbtle

nrethod that Simlais reported to have adopted,in ordep
to push forward its constitutional propaganda, is to
recommend the appointment of Ministers from
Indian States to high appointments in British India.
As an ingtance of this the name of Sir V. T. Krishna-
maochari, Dewan of Baroda, is said to have been sub-
maitted to His Majesty for the Commeros Membership
of the Government of India. Even supposing that
that wera true the Bombay Correspondent of the Post
oonviently forgets Sir Krishnamachari's long period
of gervice as a distinguished official in British India,
before he went to Baroda.

. Perhaps, however, the cream of the Morning
Post joke is to be found in yesterday’'s issue, where
the same Special Correspondent, who has apparently
been paying & flying visit to Madras, quotes the
Aindu as saying that Lord Willingdon will, during
his visit to England, “ ses that they make the reform
proposala approximate as nearly to the Nationalist-
Liberal demands as is posible, and in any event Lord
Willingdon is determined to persuade His Majesty’s
Qovernment to concede at least what is known as
the Sapru Memorandum, ' which, the Post Corras-
prondent declares, in its essence contrives to .ssours
the practical abolition of the Viceroyalty and the
substitution of a oconstitutional Governor-General
as in Canada. Consequently, continues the Corres-
pondent, Liord Willingdon is defermined to see thab
His Majesty’s Government acespt and inaugurate
Federation. He thon goas on to state that under the
pretext of paying a visit to England for reasons of
health and holiday, the Nabob of Bhopal, Dr. Ansari,
Sir X, N. Haksar, and Sir V. T, Krishnamaochari ars
coming here to assist Lord Willingdon. Really,
really! It takes the Morning Post and its readers to
swallow all this. In the meanwhile the Correspon-
dent asks his readers to believe that the Government
of India during Lord Willingdon's absenoce are™
taking the greatest preoautions to ges that no politioal
gaction ahould attack the scheme of Federation and
that they have solicited, in this behslf, the good
offices of the President of the Assembly. Soame of
the Princes and unofficial political sections, too, are~
gaid to expect Lord Willingdon to succead “as his
policy is to ignore Parlisment and o get mat-
ters fixed directly with the Cabinek” So that’s
that !

" FURTHER NOTES.

Mr. Butler had to tell Sir Alfrad Knox this week
that the ococasion for definite decisions by individual
Princes to enter the Federation cannot arise until
after the passage of legislation providing for a
Feoderation. He added that the question of weigh-
tage to be given to the representation of acceding
States in respeot of States which do not aoceds to the
Foderation is one that falls within the terms of
reference of the Joint Select Committee,

A similar telegramto the 7¢mes records proposals
for improving the central organisation of the Indian
States under two main proposals: (1) the classifioa-
tion of the States into regional or possibly economic
groups, each with its own organisation for collective
discussion of policy and matiers of common interest
to the States forming the group, and ( 2) the nomina-
tion by these regionsl organisations of delegates to,
& Central Council of States’ Ministers, It is added.
thaf the largest States would act ‘independently of -
geographical sffiliations, The Times Correspondent
adds that some of the States interested in the
scheme apparently regard it as a potential instru- -
ment of making their representation in the Federal
Legislature the more effeotive by preconcerting
policy there, but they prefer to suspend discussion of :
the larger issues till the Joint Select Committee has
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reported. Hence, he. saye, <the cemment in the
Statesman on the activities of British opponents cf

e White Paper who have been visiting India and
‘pursuing certain Princes with blandishments
intendpd to cajole them out.of support for the Federal
scheme, ™ B '

" Mr, P. B. Haigh, aitending the Conservative
Todia Committee at the House of Commons this week,
denied that the Indian massess were as confented
or 88 helpless as was frequently alleged, and thet
the minority were entirely composed of self-seeking
politiciane. He said that the discontent of the
educated classes wes founded mainly on a scheme of
wounded self-respect, and s feeling that the legiti-
mate aspirations were being ignored and misrepre-
ganted, He believed that in mary mstters, and
particularly in social legislation, Indian Ministers
responsible to an elected Legislature would be in a
far stronger position than pominated councillors,
British or Indian. He supported an indirect systera of
election to the Provincial Legisiatures, and said that
the masses would he the first to suffer by the disorder
that was bound to result from a refusal to satisfy a
demand that the British had created. He advocated
election to the Central Legislature from the provin-
cial legislative bodies,

In his remarks from the chair on Tuesday, when
Sir Frederick Sykeés addressed the East India Associa-
tion on “Some Aspects of the Situetion in India,” Mr.
L. S. Amery said that there was no ome in this
country who, whether he oriticised or approved the
proposals mow before the Joint Select Committee,
would deny at the right time and under the right
conditions that the pledges we have made should be
honoured. Had we given no pledges, the - very
esaence of our own GQovernment and its fraditious
would' have compelled us to fasce the problem of
Indian self-government. '

@tviewﬁ.

SIR R. N. MOOKERJEE.
RAJENDRA NATH MOOKERJEE. By X.. C.
MAHINDRA. (Art Press, Caloutta, ) 22cm, 249p.

THE life of Sir Rajendra Nath Moockerji is presented
in this neat volume in a simple yet effeofive manner.
Mr. Mahindra has done distinet. service by put-
ting on record the various incidents in the life of
% man who carved out for himself a carcer set with
Bpzards and .apparently insurmountable difficulties
atd has gloriously lived to enjoy thae fruits of his
dogged work of many yeers. The life of this grest
man will ‘cheer many a depressed youth in these
troubled dsys, and bring home the lesson. that only
through severe trials and tests does a man show his
f-‘rue mettle. As the author says in his foreword,

' This is not a story of heroic actions, mor a sketch
embellished with spectacular designs ; it is the story
of a great business man, equally- greet of heart as of
bead, generous of instinct and charitable of soul, who
has brought glory to everything he touwched and,
wbat_ appears to me as his greatest achievement,
reroained amidet the lustre of his surroundings—
( undoubtedly his own creation }—a simple and grest-
hearted gentleman,”

Sir Rajendra’s life has been in short a triumph of
.ul_mraqter., In this respect he owes much of his greatness
to his mother, under whose loving care he was brought
up. We know that he lost his father when he was
8iX or seven years old andthe entire responsibility of
b{‘i_‘nglr‘l_g_, him ip lay wpon his mother. Rajendra’s
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well-being and his future walfare were tha dominaat
thoughts that were uppermost in her mind. We-

‘wonder if Sir Rajendra would have been what he is;
: i.:o-da.y bad not hie mother displayed rare oourage,.
. imagination and forethought in deciding to give her

son proper education. Living in s joint family with -
very moderste means she boldly tock the etep of.

‘sending her son to distant Agra for the sake of his
' health mnd education, QGifted with a “strong will

and soft heart® she left her distinctive imprint on
the character of her eon. Sir Rajendra fully justified
the confidence and hope of his mother and proved
a worthy son of a worthy mother.

The unique position that Sir Rajendra oocoupies
to-day in the business world is a tribute to his dog-
ged determination, sustained industry, shrewd com-
mongense and unbounded optimism, He was born
to be a civil engineer and heas lived an engineer.

. Having developed a passion far the science of engi-

neering in his younger days he assiducusly worked
to master the scientifio details of the subject. Hav-
ing realised the value of honest work and the dignity

" of patient labour, be spared nothing in bis power to.
" achieve the ambition of his life,

Where technical
efficioncy was involved, only rigid scisntifie conolu--
siohs dictated his action. Commencing his inde-
pendent career as a builder he has crowned his achie-
vements with the completion of the beautiful marble
structure, the Victoria Memorial. Behind all Sir
Rajendra's achievement lies his constructive mind,.
ready to grasp the realities of the situation. Many a.
time in his long business career when a crisis seemed

‘imminent he evolved new lines in business policy

through concentrated thinking and bold imagination,
and successfully tided over the difficulties.

Sir Rajendra’s greatness as a man surpasses his.
greatness as 8 business man, simple living and
high thinking seem to have been the prinociples of his
life. Being religiously minded, he has lived the lifa
of & true and devout Hindu., He inherited the tradi--
tional Hindu instinct of conservatism and while
having sympathy with social reform movements, he
never became a convert and has remained loyul_tp
the Hindu creed. But he is outspoken in his eriti-
cisms of some of our obnoxious and meaningless
customs and other social drawbacks such as child
marriage and purdah and set an example by praoctis-
ing his precepts himself.

Sir Rajendra never forgot the debt he owed to
his * pataesia’ in his native viliage of Bhabla. When
he was better placed in life, one of the fizst things he-
did was to finance and maintain the sohool in good
condition apd by .stages gradually raised it to ahigh
school. He built up & new building, provided with
extensive playgrounds, and made a handsome dona-
tion towards ite maintenance. Nor did he forget his
co-villagers. He provided the village with all com-
fortsand amenities of life and the people were enabied
to live happily. Sir Rajendra’s munificent donations
and help to various cther socisl, cultural, religious,.
scientific and sporting bodies were given in a mosb
unostentations manner shunning publicity. His love
of gport is remarkable snd the epread of tl_xe pbysical
cullure movement in Bengal is due entirely to his.
efforts.

Sir Rajendrs had occasions to cross swords with-
his cppopents but he never hit below the belt, The.
Fenwick episode and Iater the incidents relating to
the treachery of bis aseistants are typlcal_ instances
wherein be magnanimously overlooked his ememies
shortecmings, and scted in a manner befitting a-
gentleman, His work as chairman and member of
various Committees and Commissions. bear testi--

meony to his greatness as & practical businessman.
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The book is replete with warious inberesting and
bsorbing incidents ooourring in the life of & great
an. The author opens the book with the soene laid
n a Bengal viilage and it is refreshing to read the
vivid description of rural life that it contains. ' But
now and then he indulges in certain irrelevant
pios, having no bearing on Sir Rajendra’s life, airing
is own views on them.

M. N. SUBBA RaO.

INDIAN CHILD LABOQUR.

CHILD LABOUR IN INDIA. By RAJANI KANTA

Das, ( International Labour Office, Geneva. )
1934. 1/6.

FROM the statistical material available, Mr. Rajani
Kanta Das has written a very useful book on child
labour in India. This is the first of its kind. In
dealing with the question of child labour in India,
Mr. Das points out that out of a total population of
353,000,000 in India, the number of children under
15 years of age is 141,000,000. In comparison with
England and Wales, the proportion of children to
total population is higher by nearly 16.6 per cent.
O_n this baeis in spite of the fact that there is a very
high death rate and low expeotation of life, there is
in India, according to him, & eurplus of 565 million
ohildren, which affects adversely their material wel-
fare, There are no statistios to show the number of
| gainfully employed children, From a perusal of the
i periodieal refurns sent from faotories, certain tea
| plantations and mines, Mr, Dag attempts to find oat
‘the possible number of children gainfully employed.

He tjesm:ibes the provision embodied in the pre-
sent legiglation regulating the minimum age and
?rorkmg hours of children that can be engaged in an
-lndpstry. He has also made reference to the recent
legislative attempts in Madras in the
shape of the Artisan Bill and Beedi Factories Bill re-
gulating medical examination, minimum age, work-
ing hours and eorporal punishment of ohild labour,
The contemplated abolition of underground employ-
ment of women including girls of 13 years of age and
-over by 1939, the working of Maternity Bsnefit Act
in Box_nbay_ and Central Provinces, the introduection
of .Ieglslatmn invalidating pledging of the Iabour of
ohlldl:en. the proposed Factories Bill and the Bill re-
gulating deduction from wages of children, are re-
forred to as an earnest of the efforts of the Govern-
ment o protect child labour. However, it should be
pointed out that in the absence of proper statistios of
ohild labour and detailed knowledge of their working
oonditions, no effective action is possible to amelio-
rate them, _ There i8 no reference to child labour
amplgyed in theatres, restaurants, pubiic places, com-
mercial concerns and as domestic servants in dealing
‘with the question. While emphagis has been placed
on the necessity of elomentary education on a uni-
versal scale, the question of affording facilities for
omgloyed children during working hours to improve
then_! knowledge and vocational training has not
received adequate attention,

.. Mr. Das admitsthat existing Iabour legislation
still leaves unreguiated a large number of ocoups-
tions, botl:\ industrial and non-industrial. This ought
fo result in a strong publio opinion urging upon the

vernment to remedy the defeot, As 8 compendium
gf various proteotive measures now in force regulat-
ing child labour in this couniry, thiz book will
serve & useful purpose, but what is required is a
deteilod survey of the working conditions of echild
labourers in various ocoupations in this country,

iy

and this can only be done when the Governmené
takes an initiative in the matter.

V. V. GIRIL

CAUSES OF WORLD DEPRESSION.

WORLD DEPRESSION. By K, T. '8HaR.
{ National Literature Publishing Co,, Madras. )

1933, 200m, 272p. Re.1[8.

MR. SHAH has wou a reputation for himself as an
economist whose views are imbued with a widely
sympathetio outlook which is rather deficient im
the writings of many another dry-as-dust economist.
In this book on world depression, whick is a reprint
of a series of Jectures delivered by the author under
the auspices of the Madan Memorial Fund, Bombay,
he ably sustains his reputation.

Mr. Shah not only traces the general causes of
the present economic depression and the genersl
remedies applicable to it, but points out the manner
in which the depression has affected, india. It isan
unparalleled economic situation that we have got
to-day and it must be oconsidered to be due to some
deep-seated causes in the economic system. It is
not therefore enough merely to tinker with the pro-
blem but devise drastio measares which go to the
root of the problem. There may be several loeal
causes for the depression but considered collectively
and in their essence, they all lead to. the same ines-
oapable conclusion—vix. the absolute unworkability
of our exising socio-economic institutions. The
productive system is not_in any way impaired nor
has productive efficiency decreased to any subsian-
tial extent, but the demand for these articles has
enormously fallen owing to lack of purchasing power,
That is the problem that now faces the world and
Prof. Shah is perfeotly correct, in the present
writer's opinion, in his diagnosis.

In -devising remedies therefore the primary place
must indeed be accorded to the setting right of this

. disequilibrium between production and consumption,

My, Sbah considers remedies under two groups, wvis,
remedies intended to have a looal application to re-
move a local cause, and remedies going to the very
root of the matter and affecting the very foundations
of our present socio-economic system., Among the
former he inoludes (a) Revision of the eatire problem
of international indebtedmess, (b) the removal of
impediments to international trade, (o) the over-
hauling of the banking and credit organisation of the
world so a8 to have a more rational, smooth, better
co-ordinated system, and (d) the removal of the avila
incidental to private indebtedness in agricultural
countries like India. Among the latter Prof. Shah
includes (i) the planning, as of & single unit, of
the entire socic-economic mechanism of the world,
(2) the redigtribution of world production and world
population, (3) the reconstruction of the fundamental
institutions of the modern commercial society and
the revision of its governing motives of private profit,
(4) the adoption of the prineiple of conseription of
labour and the consequent abolition of the parasite
class,and (5) the regulatiomn of exchange on thae
prinociple of & aooperative and collectiviet enterprise,
In connection with the latter kind of remedies, Prof.
Shah has mauny good things to say of the Russian
Boviet system, especially its planned economy and
the subordinate place given in that ecuntry to the
problem of exchange., Prof. Shah at the end of every
chaptermakes s reference to the conditions in our own
country and suggests ways and means of improving
them. )
In chapter V, Prof, Shah discusses the work of
the World Economic Conference and the Report of
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the Commission of International Experts which was
appointed to prepare an agenda for the Confereunce.
The World Economic Conference was however a
gorry failure in every respect and the author arrives
at the conelusion “thaé the situation thus remains
atill one of unrelieved gloom, except perhaps in the
United States where the local measures for recovery
seem to be faking effoct.”

0. V. HANUMANTHA RAO.

'INDIAN MONEY MARKET.

BANKS AND THE MONEY MARKET. By B,
RAMACHANDRA RAU. ( Lalchand & Sons, 76,
Lnrwer Circular Road, Caloutta. ) 1933, 20cm.
257p. Rs. 2.

PROP. B, R. RAU of the Calcutta University is al-
ready well-known as a careful and competent expo-
nent of Indian banking problems, In thia book Prof.
Rau has published four lectures on the Indian Money
Market which he delivered to the Calcutta Centre of
the Institute of Baunkers in 1930-31, Lecture First
deals with the Ideal Money Market and its Organi-
sation. While describing the features of a developed
money msarket Mr. Rau has not been unmindful of
the imperfections of the Indian sifuation. In his
socond lecture the author gives a very lucid account
of the process of expansion and contraction of cur-
rency and its effects on the money market. Thias is
a very important aspect of India’s monetary and
banking strueturs and we would recommend to all
students of Indian finance a perugal of this part of
Mr. Rau’a book. -

The third and the concluding lectures deal res-
pectively with other Monetary Markets, and an Ideal
Monetary and Banking Standard. The suggestions
of Frof. Rau regarding the best means to bring the
indigenous bankers within the organised money
market and to develop a brisk bill market in India
deserve careful consideration, It is gratifying to

note that, unlike several facile writers, Prof. Rau is
* consoious of the fact that the great disparity between
the benk rate and the market rate in important cen-
tres will not be removed except by a co-ordinated
movement in all fields of economic activity., Too
much emphasis is often placed on the extent of this
disparity and the peculiar features of the Indian eco-
nomie situation which underiie rthe practices of indi-
getious bankers are too little appreciated,

In addition to the 105 pages of boldly printed
matter which comprise the main body, the book con-
aists of eight closely printed appeundices covering 156
pages. These are reprints of articles contributed by
the author to several journals snd deal with euch
problems as the remonetisation and stubilisation of
gilver, the Gold Standard and the Crisis, Lessons of
Foreign Banking for India, the Co-operative Move-
ment, the Future of Indian Joint Stock Banks, the
Foreign Exchange Banks and the Tmperial Bank of
India. The appendices consist of usefu) material and
are full of interesting comments, But inssmuch as
this material is easily available elsewhere to 811 who
are inferested in a more than cursory study of the
subject it incorporation in this book is not essily
justified. Some years bhave elapsed after both the
lectures and the appendices were originally compos-
ad and in many respects such as the ratio controv-
eray and the foreign exchange banks s new situation
has been created. Aill the same this publication of
Prof, Rau will be of immense interest and assistance
to all students of India’s monetary and banking
problems,

D. .G' K'

WORLDLY VIEW OF MORALITY.

THE EVOLUTION OF MORALITY. By GEORGE '
WHITEHEAD. { John Bale, ) 1933, 2%om, $40p.’
10/6. ;-

THIS i8 a very interesting and instruotive book
admirably written in a clear and forceful style. The *
author has deslt with this subject from a purely |
worldly point of view. Ha says, “ Morality has to-
do with any kind of conduct affecting social file "
and its aim to-day is “ the increase of social enjoy-
ment and decrease of unnecessary pain,* This is
entirely different from the spiritusl aim of our Indian
pthies. Qur moral philosophy teaches ua to merge
ourselves into the eosmic soul of which we ourselves '’
ate parts, and to look upon all others as reflexes of
ourselves, susceptible to the same environments of
pleasure and pain. From the worldly point of view
both Aryan and Western ethica agree on the objeots -
and purposes, but the Aryan pedestal is undoubtedly
higher to look from and gives heber explanation as
to why we should do and be good. "

. The author traces the roots of morality in
“ peastiality ** but he says it aspires “to grow into’
the air of spirituality " “ Hunger, sex and fear'™
AR OFEEAANT form the main substratum upon which
the superstructure of morality is based and he bas.
given trom zoology interesting phenomens very much
akin to human conduct in many  spheres as far as
the intellectual growth of the subhuman species
allowed, If we take sexual relations alone, the
author says that “ in almost every aspect of their
manifestations can resemblances between the human
and subhuman world be traced.” So anlso he has
shown “ that sympathy, social feeling, and even ehi..
valry and pity are displayed by subbuman forms "
(p. 12), * Assoociation snd mutual aid are the rule
with mammals. " * Protection of mats, parental care,.
the socis] instinet and manifestation of sympathy. ..
have been factors making for the development of
morsality in prehuman forms,” “ and they are also-
agents of progressive gurvival” (p.19). 'I_'he anthor
bas taken considerable pains to prove this in varlous.
cbapters, quoting many authenticated examples from
well-known suthors, For instance, he has quoted
Spencer to show that *the races that have become
most sy mpathetic are those in which tmonogamy has-
been long established. ** These qualities however bave
not always led mankind to higher stages, As Galton
says: “The slavish spirit is & direot outcoms of
gregarious irstinct ™ but gregarious instinct was the-
basis of sympathy and love alwo, which form a ce_ment
to bind the species. And even this stage of servitude,
he hes shown, “ must of necessity precede the age
of freedom ¥ { p. 66 ),

As moral idess go on developing, s stage is
reached when “ external conceptions of morality are
made subjective and oalled consoience; and the
internal covceptions of ideal perfection are made
objective and ealled God.,” The suthor is not howaver
willing to probe this subject further and is content
to stand meraly on this worldly plane, Et}:erenl
impersonalities carrying on the evolution of hfg ad
gupermen providing epirit plasm for Gods as subjects
for thought are interesting, but too abstract for proe
fitable disoussion,” Indiau philosophers reach this
stage and realise it also.

Some interesting resemblances betwean !:he
thoughts of ancient and modern philasophers provide
pleasant reading. For instance, in his chapter on
“ A dolesoence and Morality,” the author quotes
Stanley Hall to show that adolescence is & transfer of
mind which “ swings over from an nu‘tocentric to
heterocentric basis.” And with it comes “the glorious
dawn of imagination which supplements individual
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Iimitations and expands the soul towards the dimen-
sions of the race.”” * All ere thus born twice (fgw)
once as individuals and once as representative
@f epecies. ” L S

As wars were frequent, and as the vanquished
weremade slaves, they were not subject to the same
laws even in Christendom, as they were mnot in
ancient India. “Slaves were mutilated for trivial
.offences. Inthe Roman republio slaves only . ecould
be tortured.” This is exactly paralle] with the treat-
wment of the so-oalled untouchables in ancient times
in India showing thet human nature runs in similar
grooves in similar conditions.

There in Europe, as in Indis, “the clergy and
‘the nodbility were subject to lighter tortures than
others”, In England also the death penalty was sub-
ject to exceptions based upon “benefit of clergy.”
%Clergyable” offenders were let off with branding
and imprisonment for a year, as a maximum except
in larceny which was punished with transportation
for seven yeara.” The treatment accorded to Brah-
man offénders in Manu Smriti is not muoh different
from th{s.

The author has tried to show that man is pro-
gressing towards moral perfection, but the process is
fearfully and dieappointingly siow, and sometimes
the progress is not continuous. In his evolution man
has dethroned religion, but what has been the resulk ?
Rank anarchy. Andhe along with other thinkers
exclaims that “some binding sanctions to morality
ars needed... many fesl the need for some concaption
which will personify the idealiasm of the best minds
of to-day.” Thatis, the suthor concludes, “something
<omparable to a religion is needed,” One may then
legitimately ask, who isto doit? We have pulled
down anoient religions, but religion is still needed!
A modern Avatar, prophet or Issiah can do it.

- The author sometimes hag committed himself to
Eontradictions. For instance, in his chapter on
Truth” he says that Orientals haveanunenviabie re-
putation for falsehood! But the chapter itself is a
da_ssertation on the lying of QOcecidentais | And even
‘giants like Huxley, Darwin and Spencer were not free
from such blemishes | ( p. 295 )

The book is, on the whole, worth perusal and will
‘be a good guide to the student of moral philosophy.

V.M. BHAT.

HUMAN FACTOR IN PRODUCTION
OF WEALTH.

‘WORK AND WEALTH OF HUMAN VALUA~
TION. By J. A. HOBSON. (Allen & Unwin.)
1933. 22cm. 340p. 10/6.

UNTIL recently the economio science and discussion
have deslt with a sort of standard and unalterabie
'man ignoring both biology and psychology. The
bhumsan factor in the production and evaluation of
wealth has remained in the background. A new
outlook in the study and apprecistion of economio
Iproblems was . presented when the first edition of the
|book under review was published in 1914. In earlier
‘studies the distinction between real and ‘nominal’
indicated vaguely the ultimate consideration. But
«definitely as a factor of prime importance it is only
jnow that such examination and study have' been
pursued, with a view to seek ‘some intelligent and
neistent method of buman valuation of economio
goods and processes’, The study of economios, be-
ides computing the wealth or the income in terms
f money, has been extended 'further to  determine
ow far these measurements of eoncrete wealth can
rnish relisble information regarding vital values,
he human welfare whieh. all: economie processes are

study which, if only

designed to yield. In other words the problem has
been to what extent material wealth contributes
to the happiness or welfare of the people

Is it possible to devise an intelligent and con-
pistent method of human wvaluation for economie
goods and processes: and if 8o, how far? Let the
author answaer, :

“To find a standurd of human welfars as stable and
as geperally acceptable as the monetary standard i»
manifestly impossible, Indeed, the diffioulties attending
any sort of oalouwlus of vital values might appear insu-
perable, were it not for one reflection. Every statesman,
gocial reformer, philanthropist, every public-spirited
citizen does possess and apply to the conduct of affairs
some such atandard or oriterion as we are seeking. Eome
notion or idea, more or less clear and explicit of the
general welfare. Crossed and biurred no deubt by other
interests and pessions is an operative and direstive
influence in his policy. Moreover, though idiosynoracies
will everywhere affeot this operative ideal, there will
be found amorg persons of widely differenst minds snd
dispositions a substantial body of agreement in their
meaning of humsn welfare, The oommon social environ-
ment partly evokes and parily imposes this agreement,
In fact, all such cooperative work for sooial progress
implies the existenoe of some such standard as we are
poeking. The somplex imege of human values which i
_containe is always slewly changing and varies somewhas |
among different sorts and conditona of men. But for the
interpretation of economic goods and processes it has
at any time a real validity. For it is anohored 10 certain
golid foundations of human pature, the needs and fune-
tions to which, alike in the {ndividual and in the society
we give the term organic.”

Judged from this standpoint, economic costs of
production and economio utilities of consumption
have to be analysed into human cost and human
ptility—the debit and the credit side qf_ vyelfare.
This might open out a complete oriticism of
industry of today, in which there is a lot of ill adjust-
ment and consequently a good lot of waste. A proper

- adjustment is possible only by a proper buman

valuation of both production and consumption. It is
a problem left to the statesman and as the author
says in thepreface—

#The process of human valuation and judgment, whether
applied to industry or to other aotivisies and achieve-
ments, must ultimately belong to the art rather than to
the soience of society, the siatesman and the oitizen
absorbing and assimilating the history of the past which
scienoce presents in its facts and laws, but using his free
sonstructive faculty to make the history of the future™

There might be scops for difference of opinion
in the examination of the problem, but the purpose of
the book is fully justified in its exposure gf the in-
humanity and waste of modern industry, judged by
the standards of human welfare. Such a study may
be construed as alien to the accepted forms of eco-
nomio thought but in its practical application,’ it is
sure to present a reliable guide for the improvement
of the relationship among apparently conflicting
groups in economic gooiety—both national anc} inter-
national., To statesmen, politicians and administra-
tors, the work affords splendid scope for tho_ughtful
assimilated into their work

in s practical manner, is bound fo transform the

world.

This line of enquiry has been gtrengthanad b.y
the war and the post-war changes in ithe economio
sphere, which are responsible for the revision of the
work in the present edition; but the original plan
and purpose of the book remain unaffected,

8, GOPALASWAMY,
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SHORT NOTICES.

THE GOLDEN BREATH. By MULERAJ ANAND.
( Wisdom of the East Series. ) ( Murray.) 1933,
18cm. 136p. 3/6.

THE book is the outcome of a halucination that
Modern India exemplifies a renaissance of the philo-
gophical wisdom of the past, To the messure that
Tagore, Iqbal, Puran Singh, Mrs, Sarojini Naidu, and
Harindranath Chattopadhyaya bave unburdened their
hearts of literary musio, there is seen a mild flutter
of the wings of the Muse, but their poetry, except in
#0 far 88 it is full of mystie exuberanoce, has little to
do with the extremely uninspiring level of Indian
life. The modern India that we see presents too
revolting a spectacle of insanitation, diseases, famin-
s, religious riots, anti-social orthodoxier, degradstion
of life, and other petty tyrannies which are more

truly renasocent of the past of India than the incon-:
sequential modern poetry is of the Vedic hymaus..

With uneritical rapture, our aunthor bathes in the

- literary pond and seeks to trace its sparkling water -

(now become a little sluggish) to a non-existent
‘ource of his imagining. It may be a matter of in-
difference to the sentimentalist, but it is no oredit to
modern Indian poetry to be characterised as a mere
relay from the ancient times. Howsoever admirable,
the philosophical dead hand of the past has unmanned
India enough. The Indian poetry of today is un-
wanted if it does not poszess & distinctive idealism of
its own that is unlethargic, unspeculative and too
progressive to become old, Mr. Mulk Raj Anand
geemns to be unaware of the fact that Igbal, Mrs, Naidu
and Harindranath bave ceased to sing as they did in
their days of immaturity. The average reader today
. finde Tagore wesarisome; new Turkey has disturbed
the equanimity of Igbal; Mrs. Naidu feels less in-
- olined to adore the past towards which Harindranath
is positively irreverent. - Other posts than these there
are none or, being there, are of minor importance,
which means that either the torch of poetry is not in
favour or that there are none to bring new flames to
its burning, i '

) .Valuable' as an appreciative eatimate of paetic
merit, such of it as thers is, it leads us nowhere.

K. VENUGOPAL Ra0.

THE PRIVATE LETTER BCOKS OF JOSEPH
COLLET. Ed. by H. H. DODWELL. ( Longmans. )
1933, 22cm. 256p. 10/6. )

THE private letter books of Joseph Cbllet throw
- interesting light not only on the life of an English
.. merchant who roge to the position of Deputy Gover-
nor of Bencoolen and Governor of Madras, but also
on the history of British India from 1711 to 1719,
a period prior to Clive and about which not much
is known, Thie English merchant was heavily
involved in debts and was deolared insolvent, He
went to the East like every adventurer * to shake the
Pagoda tree ' and to discharge the debts from which
.the 1w had set him free but which he felt bound in
conecienca to repay. The lettera give us & glimpse
into the religious beliefs of Collet, his views on
.matrimony and on the life of the Euglish in the
East in the first two decades of the 18th century.

M, V. SUBRAHMANYAM.

@orvespondence,

R

————
THE MAHATMA AND THE PRINCES.
To THE EDITOR OF THE §mvnr Or INDla.

SIR,—Mr, Satyamurti, in expressing hia uncome-
promising opposition to federation, in. his speech
in Poona on Sunday last, tried to defend Mahatma.
Gandhi for the latter's aoceptance of federation
by saying that the Mahatina was prepared (o sup-
port federation ornly if (1) all the States’ represen-
tatives in the federal legislature were elected by
the States’ people, 2nd (2) the elemontary rights of
citizenship of the States’ people were guarantesd in
the federal aonstitution, Since this is a matter of the
utmost public Importance, may I request Mr. Batya-
murti to prove his statement by quoting chapter and.
verse ? So far as [ can make out, Mahatmua Gandhi
gave a carie blanch to the Princes, iraposing on them
no sort of conditions. As Mr. N. C. Kelkar pointad out
in a telegram that hesent to the Ranchi Conferenceon .
1st May, 83 President of the All-India States' People's -
Conferenos, the Mahatms “made no demands on the .
Princes, but was preparad to wait upon their pleasure
in every respect.” You will, I hope, give Mr. Satya-
murti, as much space as he needs, in order to refuts-
this state.nent proceeding from responsible quarters. :
—Y ouras, etec.

A, V. PATVARDHAN.
Poona, May 29.
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