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Topics of the d¥eck.
Gokhale-Puri.

ONE of the services rendered by the Servantsof
India Society’s workers in Bihar relief work took
the form of designing and .constructing & model
sottlement at Mugzefarpore, which has been named
Gokhale-Puri, after the iilustrious founder of the
Servants of India Soociety. Itis & small colony of
twolve semi-permanent cottages, meant for families,
.and is pelf-contained inasmuch as it has provision
for u dispenseary, guest-house, ladies’ ¢club, gymnasiam,
primary school, library and a stage for social func-
tions. The differsnt cotlages bave been named after
cities whioh contributed funds for them, and London
is among them! The commuaity ceuntres, likethe
dispensary, have also been named but after the
chief relief workers, ’

. Mahatma Gandhi did the Society the bonour of
opening Gokhale-Puri on the 23rd April last. In doing
80, he dwelt on his intimate relations with the Society
and avowed once again that the late Mr. Gokbale was
‘his political Guru, and said that he considered him-
seclf an “ undeclared " member of the Society. It has
been the misfortune of the Soeciety that it has not
been able to see eye to eye with the Mahatma on
eertain questions and has had to oppose him publicly.

Nevertheless, as Mr, Sastri said in 1926, * so curious .

and contredictory is human relationship that, sharply
confrasted as Mr, Gandhi and the Society are in
outward action, they would be found near of kin

jrherp,motives are weighed and the spirit was taken
into acocount,”

. R *
Cutch and Federation,

. . CUTCH is one of the very fow Indian States In
which the subjecta are permitted o hold political con-
ferences more, The President of the fourth Conference

held at Bhuj 1ast week-ond was able to say that each
of the three previous ones “suoceeded in doing some-
thing valuable towards the redress of our wvarious
grievances,” F¥ar from prohibiting a political con-
ference, the Maharao of Cuich entertained the
President of the Conference as his guest. All this is
to the good and it is hoped that the faith of the Presi-
dent in the responsiveness of the Ruler to popular
demands will be increasingly justified.

Mr. Mulraj Karsandas, the  President of the
Confarenoce, referred in his Address to certain looal
needs and grievanoces of the people, He complained.
against the unduly large emoluments paid to the
higher officials, most of whom were non-Cutchis ; the-
frequent trips to Europe of the Ruler and his un-
limited personal expenditure. Irrigation, industria~
lisation, reform of the judiciary and education were
some of the needs of the people. Touching the larger
political question, he reminded the Ruler that his
promise to introduca representative government,,
made in 1928, remained unfulfilled,

Turning to the White Paper, the President rightly
stated that the proposed scheme for federation waa not.
concaived in the genuine interest of Indian nationab
golidarity and progress, but merely as a means of
perpetuating the grip of England over Indis. He
bitterly complained that ‘“the liberty of person and
properiy of eight crores of the States’ subjects and:
all the. chances of their economic and spiritual
well-being are bartered in return for the States”
undertaking . to help England to hold Iadia jin. -
perpetual subjoction. . He demanded thet the-
Indian Rulers should become limited monarchs,
that the rule of law should prevsail in the States, that
there should be s declaration of fundamental rights
in the eonstitution and the representatives of the
States should be elected by the people 'of the States
and not be nominated by the Princes. They are 'so.
very elementary. But yet in India they are still
distant sbstractions, far beyond the political
horizon. So it seems at the moment. -

The President claimed that the “Congress stands
in the front rank in opposing this menaca”, referring
to the perpetuation of personal despotism under the-
White Paper federation, Whatever other Congress-
men may have said, Mahatms Gandhi, who was the.
sole representative of the Congress at the mecond
session of the Round Table Conferance, does not seem.
to have taken this stand. It is truve he damanded
immediate eontrol over the Army and Foreign -and
Political Affairs, but it cannot be postulated in his
case that he proposed at some near future to utilise
the army to * persuade * the Princea to reform their
asdministrations or facilitate s genuine federatiom.
However that may be, the time has arrived, &s the -
President put it, for the Congress, and, we may add,.

“other political organisations, no longer to treat the

affairs in Indian States as forbidden ground but to
ignore the artificial boundaries between British
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India and the Indian States and widen the front'

for the battle for freedom. The British overlords
may impose an undemooratic confederation of
autonomous but vassal Statee and British Indian
provinces but the people of India should prcoeed with
a genuine foderation in the sphere of action open to
them.
- * L 3 »

Vicarious.

PERHAPS the bikterestand the most well-founded
compisint of the subjoots of Indian States is the
despotic misgovernment in most of the States, Their

-insistent demand for administrative and politieal
reform in the States themselves can be easily under-
stood and fully sympathised with. Butb it is some-
what difficult to understand their opposition

.to a State joining the federation, even of the
White Psper type, unless and wuntil its infernal
administration is democratised, except on the ground
of their concern for the well-being of British
Indians. For instance, the Cutch State Subjects’
Conferenoe is reported to have passed a resolution
that Cutch should join the federation ouly if funda-
mental rights were granfed and responsible govern-
ment established and elected representatives of the
people, and not the nominees of the Ruler, were sent
to the federsl chambers. Supposing the Ruler of
Cutch declined to liberalise the administration and
thereupon stood out of the federation, will it in any
way improve the position of the subjecks of the State ?
Tha opposition of the British Indians to a federation
of the White Paper type is readily understandable
inasmuch as they naturally do not wish the British
bureaucracy made worse by anunholy pact with the
sutocracy of tha Indian Princes; they stand fo suffer,
If the motive of the aubjects of the States in passing
resolutions of the kind referred to above is to draw

‘on themeelves the full wrath of princaly despotism
and thereby save British Indians therefrom, itis a
piece of viocarious sacrifice which must call forth the
admiration of British Indians. It will, howevaer, be
inglorious for British Indians fo save themselves at
the expense of the unfortunate subjects of the States.
British Indians would rather aee the administrations
of the States are democratised, so that the lot of both
British Indians and the subjeots of the States
improves. Let us rather swim or sink together.

* * »

. Federation by Treaties.

1M alearned article in that very ably condue-
ted magaszine, the Triveni of Madras, Mr., N. D.
“"Varadachari examines the White Paper proposal
‘that the Indian States should join the federation by
means of treaties of accession, and that the federation
should be inaugurated by a Royal Proclamation as
distinct from an Act of the British Parliament. _Ha
rightly says that from the constitutional point of view
there is no difference between & prociamation and &
parliamentary statuts, 8ince the Crown does not and
cannot act on its own discretion but only as per &
parliamentary statute. The Iandian States are nc_>t
govereign States and international parsons and it is
only an illusion to talk of treaties hetween them and
the Paramount Power. Also, if the object of the
White Paper is to constitute a federation, then there
is no means of recognising and perpetuating the sepa-
rafo soveraignty of the component parte. Federation
and the sovereignty of the States are incompatible
with each other. ' ]
‘ It may be urged in defence that it is the peculiar
* gharacter of British institutions to be illogical and ano-
mnalous but, nevertheless, to be suocessful in practioe,
May oot the White Paper be but another instance of
tho British tradition? The Indian gonstitution-to-be

is different from the eazlier ones in that it is subject
to interpretation by the federal court. Anomalies
matter little as Jong as it was open to the execulivs
head to give binding decisions, resolving disputed
points. But it is far differont with a written
constitution whioh is to be the subject matter for the
faderal court to interpret.

By insisting that a ohange in fhe constitution
can be brought abont only by a ravision of treaties
betweon the States and theCrownand tha amendment
of a parliamentary Aot, the White Paper makes
Dominion Status impossible of attainment even in
the future. So rightly fears Mr. Varadachari. Perhapa
that is the very intention of Sir Samuel Hoare and
the British Government, seeing how scrupulously
they have avoided any reference to that term in all
recent discussions.

» | 4 *

Secession.

MR VARADACHARI asserts in the course of
the article that the American Civil War established
the prinoiple that no wunit of a fedsration has the
right .of secession and that the Amerigan Constitu-
tion made provision for the aocession of other States
on certain conditions. WBoth these points seem to
require further elucidation., It is permissible to join
under conditions and if so, can the right to. secede
bo one of them ? Secondly, if the right to sscede
was a constitutional matter was it tested befors the
federal oours in the United Btates, in the first in-
stance ? A war may setile a disputs, but oannot
settle the constitutionsal rights and wrongs of it, un-
less it i presumed that invariably the victor in
war is constitutionslly in the right. A oconstitu-

‘tional issue must be submitted to the judgment of

s competent court and not to the arbitrament of
war. As a matter of policy, secession may be
undesirable, but does it follow from the constitution
of the United States that it is unoonstitutional ?

* * *

Unfounded Assurance,

SIR MIRZA IBMAIL has taken the rather unusual
gtep of writing a letter to the Times, London, in
which he gave the British Government and the
British public the resssurance, based on his long and
intimate -acquaintance of Indian politics, and in
particular, the recent phases of it, that the dissatis~
faction with the White Paper constitution expressed
in India even by moderates mneed nof be tak_en ab
faca value but that thers was genuine ?pprecmtion
of the White Paper polioy which was *“ esgentially
gonerous and just * Perhaps Sir Mirza han over-
interpreted tha situation. He could not hav.a baen
strack by the contrast batween the reception given to
the Montagn and the Hoare reforms. Even the
moderates woere not satisfied wita the Montagu
reforms, for in the very first session of the new
Logislative Ausembly a resolution was moved by an
Indian moderate calling for a further advance,
Nevertheless, there were some influential Indians,
who, when they found the Montagu reforms in
danger of being torpedoed, not only publicly
supported them, unsatisfactory as thay ware, .bu!:
want so far 83 to break with their own compatriots
of the Indian Nasional Congrass and form a separate
party. They considered the reforms good enough
to be worth saving even af the oost of national
solidarity. The danger that the Hoare reforms
now run is by no means less than whas the
Montagu raforms faced; if anything, it is more.
Nobody in India under-estimates the opposition of the
Churchill die-hards in Eangland or of the Congress in
India. Bat yet no British Indian of any standing
has publicly defended the White Papar or attempted
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to organire & political parly to save it. Neither
the Aga Kban nor Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru nor Mr.
Jayaksr bas defended it. Inctead, they have sall
demanded considerable improvemenia in it, Mr,
Sastri is not, Sir Mirza will himeelf acknowledge,
an agitater who believes in oppcesition for its own
eske, or cne who publicly condemzns the reforms but
secretly welcomen them. Nobody bas denounced the
‘White Parer mcre thercughly than he did. :

Working the reforms when they are inavgurated
is very different from welcoming them or even
wishing to save them, People in Irdia and in other
countries bave bad to {olerate and make the best of
much woree conetitutions, when they becsme foil
accompli for the reason that they could not successfully
oppose or improve them,

Sir Mirza refeired to the nheed of safegusrds for
the Indian States. Whet exactly were the safeguards
be bad in view is not made clear in the letter. Do
the Stetes, ratber the Prirces, weant eafeguards
against the powerful autocracy of the Parsmount
Power, or sgsirst the incipient demoeracy of the
people of India, both of British India ard the States ?
They cannot heve it both ways. They must ally
with one 88 sgainst the-other. They cannct ask the
-Paramount Power to protect them againet the demo-
cracy of the people of India and yet destrain it from
exercising its paramountey.

* * *
Asiatic Labour Conference. '

.. THE rroposal to hold an Asiatic Labcur Corn-
ference consisting of labour delegates from India,
Japan, Ceylon and poeeibly Chins, in the second
week of May in Colombo is most commendable,
The international Labour Conference held in Geneva
under the suspices of the League of Nations always
held that Jabour conditions in Asia were so very
different from those prevsiling in European coun-
tries that the Geneva conventions did net automati-
csliy apply to Asia and bad, therefore, to be modifi-
ed ineofar as they applied to Asia. A review by
Geneva of the labour conditions in Asiatic countries
was first urged by Mr. N. M, Joshi in 1925. Since
then two proposals were on the pimmer, as it were,
One was to organise a conference on the model of
Genevs, consisting of the representatives of the
Governments, employers and the employed, but limit-
ed to Asiatic countries and the other an unofficial
copference,.as it were, of organised labour in the
“Asiatic countries. For one reason or another, the
former, though accepted by Geneva, bas not yet been
practicable. But a beginning is being attempted
with the latter idea. Its scope islimited, but it is
hoped that not only will it be an unqualified BUCCEss,
but that it will be the harbinger of larger and more
comprekensive conferences in the future, and that
8ll Asiatic countries, including those to the west of
Indis, will join it and make it truly pan-Asintie,

. Though Asijatic countries are on the whole less
industrialised than Western, there is no reason
to suppose that labcur conditions are anything like
uniferm in all Asiatic countries. Jepan has been
both an exception and a puzzle. It is as industrialis-
ed as the Western countries, But even Asiatic
countries  like .Indis have complained bitterly
against Japanese competition, which some attri-
bute to deplorable iabour conditions in. Japan.
Otkers, like Sir Lalubhai Ssmaldas, paint a
more satisfactory picture of labour conditions and
attribute Japanese competing power to the efficiency
of her labour and to her more uptodate machinery,
Some time ago, as the result, we fanoy, of the resolu-
tion moved by Mr. Joshi in Geneva, the I1L.0,
published a report of the labcur conditions in Japan
and it was by no means 8 derk picture, It would add

.now for the first time

greatly to the c'onvictinn which theat report oarries if
it is confirmed by the labour delegates from Japan

to the Colembo conference.
- # #

Kenya Legislature.

AFTER many yesrs of abstention and recent
half-bearted submission, the Kenya Indians have
fought with zest and
vervc the recent elections to the Kenya Legislutive,
Courcil, Eighteen candidates entered the field
for the five eeats reserved for Indianr. Mr. J. B.
Pendys, Dr. A. C. L. DeSouza, Messrs, SBhameuddin,
Mangat and Iser I’as have teen declared elected.
No vital political policy divides the Indians;
their rights or wrongs are just the same and
coromon to them all, But communal and personal con-
giderations had been imported to a deplorable extent
and the contests did not lack in heat and strife. Now
that the elections are over, it is fervently to be hoped
that all the Indian members will hold together and
by their combined ability and sober advocacy, based,
on careful siudy, of public questions defend and
enlarge such rights as Indisns have, keeping the
larger interests, particularly of the Natives, in view,

An important reform in the constitution of the’
Kenysa Legislative Couneil was the recent increase
of the representation of Native interests from one to
two seats, Hitherto a European Christian missionary
bas been appointed by tbe Governor to represent.
Native interests. The Governor is now to appoint fwo
persone. It is hoped that the Government will have
the imagination and fairness to appoint Natives to
these places, While the presence of two Natives eannot:
upset the apple-cart of the Government, it will endow
the Natives with self-respect and confidence, and
bring to the coursels of the Government the genuine
views of the Natives, :

Aticles.

)

THE GAGE OF BATTLE.

T the time of writing thisarticle (Tuesday) it is not
known whether Government decide on holding
Agsembly elections or not ; but it is now clear

that their decision, whatever it be, will be motivas
ted solely by a desire to save the White Paper
constitution from being torpedoed by Indian natione
aliets. We sbould ordiparily have found it hard to
make such a statement, but messages in newspapers
which are known to be very close to Government
and sre generally admitted unreservedly to their
confidence, Jeave us no alternative, We are told
that Government are in two minds on this question :
one is the mind of the Secretary of State and the
otber that of the Viceroy. The former is against new
elections, while the latter is strongly. in favour.
The difference of view arises, however, only from
s different evaluation by each of the chances of tha
Swarajist party capturing the Assembly. Sir Samuel
Hcare is apparently very nervous that the Swa-
rajists will sweep nearly all the general comstitu-
encies and fill the legislature with extreme
“politicians pledged to a rejection of the White Paper,
leaving only the repregentstives of special interests
and mwembers refurned by communal electorafes to
defend it rather tepidly and not at all too hotly.
Lord Willingdon, on tbe other band, does not teke
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wuch a gloomy view of the situation. While communal
and special eonstituenciea will ba perfeotly safe,
in general constituenoies too, he beliaves, the Swa-
xajist eandidates will not be able to make much
impression, in spite of all their sound and fury. That
‘being 80, be sees no reason why Government should
e go fearful of this new party. On the contrary

He thinks it would bs & distinct advantage if Swa-

reajists contest the electione and are deofeated fn a
-Jarge number of constituenoies, as he expects will
. happen. Government will then bes able to show
¢hat the country is behind $he reform proposals.
‘We shall know soon which of these views prevails
‘in the end, but even if an appeal to the country on
+he constitutional question be parmitted, we cannot
Jose sight of the fact that the permission will be
granted only becauss, in Goverament’s judgment,
the organisers. of opposition to the White Paper will
Yave s very poor response to the appeal. Lord
"Willingdon too is at one with Sir Samuel Hoare in
#hinking that if the White Papar is likely to be put
dn jeopardy by ordering fresh eleccion, the life of the
- ‘present Assembly must be prolonged for a year or
:for two years or for three years or whatever may be
the time that will be required in bringing the new
-constitution into operation. Consult the people,
aay8 Lord Willingdon as well as Sic Samuel Hoare,
<anly if yon are sure that the people will be duly
-subservient to Government’s will, but choke them
. off if their verdict is at all likely to go against
~Government.

This is a situation whioh no nationalist can view
with equanimity. Even those whose opinion is
-entirely favourable to the White Paper (if there be
-any guch) must ipeist in the most uncompromising
‘manner that the people at large must be. given an
~opportunity of pronounocing on the constitution that
.is being made for them, These politicians must eay
to Government: "Publie opinion no doubt seems a
Jlittle hostile to the reforms at times; but leave it
tous to inflnence and bring round such cpinion to
~our view. If we should fail in the attempt, well—
there is nothing for i but to submik. After all you
~0an't coerce a whole nation into accepting your view,
-aven when it is the right view. 'We cannot therefore
-se@ forced wupon the people & constitution
‘though it is one which meets with our wholehearted
-support. 1f we happen to be it & minority, you must
vocognise the fact and act acoordingly. Any
‘way we won't Jet you use us as if we were s
'majority. The constitution must be placed before
-the people, whether their judgment eoincides
with curs or not,” Even communalista and special
+intarests, if they are to ba loyal to the basic concept
-of popular government, must resist, with all the
-strength at their command, this attempt on the part
of Government fo stifle public opinion, and to join
~with others in asking for m general election in
-oagse Government should decide egainst it. Indeed,
they must go farther and ask that the constitution
-shal] be put in force only after a clear verdict to that
-¢ffect being obtained from the people. A federal
.constitution, being more difficult to amend, always

requires a larger measure of support behind it than a
unitary oconstitution. The latter, if found unsuitable
or inadequate to the needs of the situation, can bhe
sltered by one authority without elaborate negotia-
tiona with other authorities. The former, howaver,
requires for every alteration the concurrence of all
the authorities concerned. In practios this is founq,
to bo a very diffionlt affair, For thia reaszon cars is
taken in every ocountry, before & federal regima is
introduced, to see that public opinion in the federat.
ing states is unambiguously in favour of the propomsed
arrangement. The fact that Sir Samuel Hoare him-
self has serious misgivings about the result of a
general election on the oconstitutional issue shows
that publio opinion in India is not unambi-
guously in favour of his federal scheme. Ii
may be that he misjudges the situation. L.et it
therefore be put to the test, It would have been quite
an arguable proposition for one to say that the con-
stitution be postponed till Congressmen also ohoose
to give their mind to its framework and approve of i,
since they form such a large part, if nota predominat-
ing part, of the intelligontsia. Such a plea was in
fact sdvanced, but no one questioned then the duty
of Government to allow them to doso, when and
if they chose. Now, however, the strange spec-
tacle is ta be seen of Caingressmen baing desirous
of participating in the elections with a view to
leaving their mark on the reforms, but Guvernment
do not want to allow them unless they feel cartain
that Congressmen will be outvoted by other parties.

Here is a ohallenge to all parties—not oaly to
Swarajista but to others as well, irrespectively of
their view of politios in goneral or of the White
Paper in partioular. In view of the clear intention
of Government to force their reform proposals down
the throats of Indisns, it is the duty of all who wish
to see pipular government establizshed in India to
ask not only that the Assembly ba dissolvaed and
fresh elections held but that the reforms be carried
into effoct only after the new Assembly elected
on that very issue mocepts the measure by an affir-
mative resolution, This is the supreme need of the
oocasion. The need becomes all the groster baoause,
as said above, the constitution in question is federal
instead of unitary, It has go happened that, in the
course of all the constitational discussions that have
taken place so far,tha williagness of British India
to join the federation has buen sssumed, while in
the casa of Indian States it is not taken for graated
but has to be formslly deciarel by them. This
diserimination to British India’s disadvantage is the
legaoy of the Simon Commission’s recommendations,
but it is so palpably unjust that the Government
of India in their dispatch on the Simon Report felt
bound to protest against it. It oaanob be argued that
sinca British Indian leaders hava af the Round
Table Conferences generally approved of fadaration,
their desire to enter fedaoration may now bs taken
to be proved beyond peradventuras. B0 have the
Prinoes expressed thomselves as generally in favour
of federation. But still their consent fa to be ex-
preasly takea o the partioular federal scheme that
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may emerge from Parliament. Why should not
British India’s eonsent be similarly taken? It in =
wholly reasonable demand to put forward. No one
need fear that this will unnecessarily postpone fede-
ration, if the federation is such ss- should be. weloom-
ed. But if it is really suoh as does not find favour
with the people, then it would by far be better to post-
pone it than bring it about prematurely. For a
foreed foderation would only set people to work
bringing it to an end, and since constitutionally this
will not be possible, recourse will bs had to exira-
oonstitutional means, Not to speak of the ending of
the federal oonstitution, even its mending in the
major provisions will possibly require, as is observed
by Mr. Varadecbari in his article in Triveni, on
which comment is offered in ancther column, tke use

of physical force. He says: “Our constitution will
be unduly rigid, so rigid indeed, that, with the
growth of popular and progressive opinion, ita failurs
to react to that opinion timely may have the result of
foroing a revolution in the place of & peaceful amend-
ment of the constitution as in other countries.” To
foist & federation upon the country in face of hostile

- opfnion is to invite a revolution. Thus, both from the

point of view of those who support the White Paper

' and of those who do not, it is desirable fhat the consti.

tution should be enacted and brought into force only if
it receives, by an affirmative resolution, considerable
support in an Assembly elected on the constitutional
issue, officials, it need hardly be eaid, not voting on the
resolution. No one ¢an afford to ailow Government

- to put over their proposition solely by main force.

THE TEXTILE WORKERS' STRIKE,

ONTRARY to expectations, the strike of the
textile workers in Bombay City is now a fail
accompli and has become almost general within

a week. The strike is not spontaneous; it bas been
organised by means of incessant propaganda and
agitation on the part of the communists and neo-com-
munists—the members of the M. N. Roy group—who,
exoept for their non-allegiance to the Third Infer-
national, can hardly be distinguished from the com-
munists. It oannot, however, be eaid that the strike
has behind it no economic grievances of an accute
character. A reduction in wages ranging from 1% to
307 and unemployment to the extent of about 60,000
workera are grievances the redress of which it
would be perfecily legitimate to secure by direct
,action if it could not be secured by any other mild
“type of action. The organised strength of the workera
| i3 at present 8o poor that it cannot open, on & footing
of equality, any negotiations with the employers.
Moreover, it should be remembered that the action of
the millowners is not also on an organised basis:
each mill has taken action as it suits it. The wor-
kers tried to resist such action by resorting to sec-
tional strikes; but they failed. This unfortunate
situation the millowners of Bombay exploited to
the fullest extent and failed to realise that such
exploitation was driving the workers to desperation
and making the ground fertile for masa action. Is
it any wonder that the workers should, under such
ciroumstances, succumb to the counsel of despair
and plsy into the hands of the communists who are
frankly out {o regain their lost influence and prestige
with the workers? For our part, while we oonsider
the sirike was ill-timed—we shall presently
give our reasong for ‘holding this view—and while
we donot agree with communists and their philo-
sophy, we cannot but extend our deep sympsathies
with the workers and hope that their action, now
t they have taken it, will result in securing
them & redress of some at least of their grie-
nees,

‘While we hold that the millowners are prima-
fly rosponeible for the present situation in Bombay,
@ hold equally strongly that the Government of

India are not. immune from responsibility. With
the comsent of the Central Lepgislature, they have
been giving protection to the textile industry for the
last eight years ; but they have taken no steps what-
ever to securs the reorganisation of the industry,
Their action is like the action of a bad physician who
keeps his patient entirely on external or artificial
treatment without giving him & chance to build up
his internsl strength. Indeed we are inclined to
think that the industry is over-dosed with protection
which has deprived it of any stimulus to pick up
internal strength., Mr. N. M. Joshi has been crying
himself hoarse in the Assembly that the grant of
protection should be made conditional upon the
reorganisation of the industry. But who cares for
his pleading? The Government of India do not lose
anything—they get additional revenue by raiging
tho tariff wall; and the eapitalists get what they
want. It is the poor taxpayer who suffers. The
Tariff Board has pointed out that the labour costs in
Bombay City are lower than those in Abmednabad.
They have also shown that while the number of
working mills, spindles and looms was less in 1932
than that in 1926, the production has gone up—=a fact
which shows that the efficiency of the workers bag
increased, And yef, it is in Bombay thst -the
wage cuts are the highest, The other textile centres
are comparatively in & better position and Bombay
is fast losing ground. Whatever the millowners
may say of the Japanese and other foreign competi~
tion, the fact of the matter is that other textile
centres are resping the harvest from protection
and at the cost of Bombay. Cut-throat internal
competition is the root of all trouble. '

When Bombay was loeing g0 rapidly and at the
cost of other centres, it was, we feel, the duty of
Government to institute an immediate enquiry into
the position of the Bombay industry with epecial
reference to wage culs and unemployment. We
have reason to believe that the state of affairs in the
Bombay industry had been brought to the notice
of the late Governor of Bombay a8 early as Novem-
ber 1ast ; and we are sorry to say that the Bombay
Government failed o realise the gravity of the
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situation and shirked what was their obvious and
legitimate duty. The new Governor, Lord Brabourne
naturally took some time to make up his mind but
sucoeeded in inducing his Government to instruct
the Labour Oiffice to make an enquiry into the indus-
try with special reference to the wage cuts, unem-
ployment and cost of living. Buf it cannot be denied
that a psychological moment was missed and an
opportunity was given to the Girni Kamgar Union
to stir up agitation. It will be remembered that
wa had ourselves approved of the ILabour Office
enquiry. At the same time we had stated that public
opinion in India is mot yet accustomed to depart-

mental enquiries and to attach to them the status of

independent committees. It thus failed to assert
itaolf to the extent of influencing the orgauisers of
the strike to put off their atrike aotion till after
the publioation of the Labour Office raport.

If Government have blundered badly, so have
the sirike leaders. They knew that they had
no organisation and no funds. The workers
were seothing with discontent ; and day fo day pro-
paganda preparad them for & strike. But the leaders
gshould have realisad that although it might be com.
paratively less difficult to organise a strike, it was
extremely difficult to conduct and maintain it when
there was no financial strength behind it. Moreover,
they had po reliable and accurate information in
fact none with regard to the wage cuts and their
extent. Prudence and tact should have, therefore
dictated that it would have been wise to have awaited
the result of the Labour Office enquiry, The workers
have a splendid case. If it had been presented to
the Labour Office committee, their cause would have
been better served and the leaders would have had
more time fo strengthen their organisation and build
up their resources. Moresover, they would have got the
moral and material support of the public which is
not visible today in a very marked degree, if they
had postponed action by eight or ten weeks. But lack
of experience and prestige betrayed them into prema~
ture action which we deeply regret. It is for these
reasons that we hold that the strike was ill-timeg
and should have been postponed.

1o the last gession of the Bombay Legislative
Couriofl, the Home Member announced that it
‘was the policy of Government just to keep the ring
~in industrial disputes and not to use the Emergency
Powers Act in them. In three weeks' time he
raversed this policy. The Emergency Powers Act has
been used in the present dispute. In their anxiety to

maintain law and order, Government have put severe
restrioctions on the movements, meetings and demon-
strations of the strikers by promulgating, within
throe days after the declaration of the strike, section
144 of the Criminal Procedure Code. They have
also arrested most of the strike leaders under one
pretext or ancther, And on the top of it, they have
again rounded up most of the strike Jleaders under
the Emergenoy Powers Act. We cannot too strongly
condemn all these acta of repression. Wae are afraid
the prestige and moral suthority of Government
bave suffered enormously by giving a ocomplete

go-bye to their settled policy atnounced on the floor
of the legislature only three weeks ago, They may
by this action sucoeed temporarily in removing
the communists from the field ; but their action will
have the result of incremsing in the long run their
prestige which suffering generally helps to do,
thesametime, so long as no check is put on the action
of millowners, the workers’ grievances will oom-
tinue to exist and their agitation will be driven into
undesirable channels,

Woe are convinced that if what little of Bombay's
prosperity is Ieft today im to be maintained, the
dispute must be ended immediately. And the
responsibility for this rests entirely upon Govern-
ment. We are anxious that the 1abours of the Labour
Office enquiry should not go in vain. We are at
the same time clear that, when the dispute has
reached the present stage, that enquiry may not help
to terminate the strike quiokly. W, therefore,
strongly urge that Government should take immedi-

ate steps to institute a strong and impartial commit-

tee, either under the Trade Disputes Aot or indepen-
dently of it, with broad terms of referance, and the
Labour Office should place before it all the material
they may have colleoted and should otherwise help
it. In the meanwhile the millowners should be
induced to restore the cuts and bring the wages to
the 1932 basis, If necessary, Goverament may
even take, in view of the epecial circumstances and
on tkis occasion only, special powers to get the outs
restored, pending the results of the enquiry. This
seems to be the only course to settle the dispute. With
regard to unemployment, we suggest that Government
should announce a definite poliey of relief, the details
of which may be left to an expert committee to work
out, We believe that they cannot any longer shirk
their responsibility in this bshalf; and the sconer
they take it up, the better for them and the public.

ADMINISTRATIVE SIDE OF SIND
SEPARATION.

T will be recalled that the separation of Sind
from the Bombay Presidency and its constitution
into a separate provinoe was recommened by the

Sind Committes of the first Round Table Conference.
At the same time it sugpgested the prosscution of inqui-
ries with a view to finding out whether separated
Sind would be financially self-supporting or would
bea deficit provinoe, It is of no practical use mention-
ing at this time of day the fact that the Committee’s
recommendation went clean against the view of the

Bombay Government which was strongly against.

the severance of Sind from Bombay. It considered
the proposal for the separation of Sind as “both im-
practicable and undesirable " mainly on the ground
that the proposed province would be too small, both
from the point of view of its extent and population, to
afford the expansive paraphernalia consequent upon its
elevation to the status of & Governor's province. But
the Sind Committee brushed aside these and
gimilar diffioulties as not being insuperable
and stressed the need of only & financial inquiry

At
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befors Sind was set up as a new. province, Two
-auch inquiries, one under the leadership of Mr.
Brayne and the other under that of Mr. Miles-Irving,
have sinoe been completed while the one conducted
by a committee presided over by Mr. Dow, the
gesult of whoss labours was published last waeek,
concerned itself with nothing but the administra-
tive side of the problem. It may be stated that
this Committee was composed not only of officials,
but had four mnon-officials, 2 Muslims, 1 Hindu
and 1 European, out of its total membership of 7,

The questions considered by the Committee are
hardly likely to have any interest for the general
zesder; and if reference is made to some of them hers
it is with a view to enabling him to form some idea
as to the nature of the problems that came before it
for decision. In dealing with the question of the
provision of accommadation for the Governor and his
staff, it recommends the construction of a new Govern-
ment House at a cost of Rs. 3 lakhs and his private
secretary’s quarters at a cost of Ras, 40,000, it being, in
the committes's opinion, impossible to so change the
existing one as to serve the purpose of the residence
for the Governor. No fresh building need however
be constructed for the Secretariat which can be cons
veniently accommodated in the building mow used
a8 the Judicial Commissioner’s Court, This was
builf at & cost of Ra. 30 lakha exclusive of the cost of
the site and is found to be too spacious for the pur-
poses of the Court, leaving a good deal of space un-
used. With the Secretariat located in that building
the Committee’s suggestion for the ereotion of a
suitably sised Council Hall in the same compound
at a cost of Rs. 3 lakhs is quite reasonable and will
oonduce to public sconvenience.

With the oreation of Sind as a separate
provinee, it follows that the status of the highest
judicial authority should bes raised from that
of a judicial commissioner to that of a High Court,
Indeed the Committese umanimously makes a re-
commandation in this senza but does not believe that
this reform will mean any considerable addition to
the provincial expenditure. For the High Courta
new building costing Rs, 8 Iakhs is TIeCeBSATY,
sccording to the committes.

If the provinee is to be a separate entity, it logi-
cally follows that even in educational affairs it
should be completely self-sufficiont and should have
a university of its own, But in the conrse of its in-
quiries the Committee found s great deal of opposi-
tion to the idea. In this connection it makes great
capital of the fact that the number of rogistered
graduates in the whole of Sind does not exceed
200, The number is undeniably smsll but eannot
be said to be a true index to the strength of Sindi
graduafes, The conclusion to be drawn is not that
the Sind gradiuates as a class are indifferent or hos-
tile to the creation of the mew university butf that
under existing conditions they ses no practical utility
of registration. Things however may reasona-
bly be expected to be different once it is decided to
give them a university in which their voice will pre-

vail, But this line of reasoning doss not commend it-

salfto the Committee. The appointment of two “scholars
of repute”, one of them an Englishman and
professor of English, is suggested by it for the express
purpose of going about the province on the mission of
overcoming public opposition to the proposed
Uniyersity and trying to implant British ideals in
the youth of 8ind, The Committee would delay the
establishment of the University $ill success orowned.
the efforts of these Univeraity missionaries. Frankly
the project is not very hope-inspiring. Without in
any way wishing to underrate the strength of the
publioc hostility to the University which came to the
Committea’s notice, it is by no means unsafe to
sssume that the opposition is based on an imperfect
realisation of the advantages of a University and
may in all likelihood fizzle out or at any rate dimi-
nish considerably as the University goes on with its
eduoative work., In any case it ssems open to serious
doubt whether the kind of mission which the Com-
mittes hag in view would really serve any useful
purpose and would not lead fo an unjustifiable waate
of publie funds, Would not these funds be put to
better use if they are utilised in properly equipping
the Univeraity ?

With important mattors like the Sukkur Barrage,
the Sind land revenue system and the extent of offi-
cial corruption which rightly find a place in the
Committea’s report, we would have very much liked
to deal. But their discussion must atand over till the
text of ita report becomes available. To do 8o on the
sirength of newspaper summaries 'is somawhp.ﬁ

risky.

“ MASS EDUCATION IN INDIA.” ,

HIS pamphlet is a valuable publication by the
Local Belf-Government Institute, Bombay. Its
author, Mr. R. V. Parulekar, holds an important
administrative post under the Bombay Municipal
Schocl Committes, As an experienced officer, his
views merit serious consideration on the part of those
who are earnest about mass-education. Two things
may be noted at the outset., The first ia that the
pamphlet is written with special referemce to
Bombay Presidenoy. And the second thing is that it
has bgen written primerily with the urban area in
view.

Speeding up the pace of mase-literacy forma the
central theme of this pampblet. The patent plea of

' financial stringeney is fully met by the author, not

by scrutinising the provinecial budgets, but by
showing the lines of advance in mass literacy withou
having to ask for more funds. This is no miracle
here though, The author has been compelled to put
forth suggestions for epeeding up mass-literacy,
whick cost nothing in actual practice, since he
is conscious of the impossibility of * finsncial
stringoncy " receding into the background for several
years. And till then, we cannot wait.

Lest his suggestions be declared unsoientifio, the
author has given statistica of several European
countries which eonvinoe the readers of the normality
of his five suggestions. They are: (i) Increasing the
number of pupils per teacher from 30 to60; (ii} Reduo-
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ing the period of primary school course from 5 to 4
yoars; (iii) Bimplification of the currieulum ; (iv)
Raising the minimum sage of admission from 6 to 7
and (v) Adoption of the shift systema or some
variation thereof. The author observes : * In adopting
these remedies we shall be in gocd company, for our
fellow banner-bearers will be some of the most
enlightened countries of the world. ”

Ope need not however go to Europe to find
cneself *in good company.” Several Indisn provinoes,
C. P. for instance, have long ago enforced two of
these remedies, viz. Nos, ii and iv. As for No, i,
the maximum limit in C, P. is, I believe 40 pupils per
teacher and in my opinion that is quite the limit. 60
pupils per teacher is & bit too much. After all even
the imparting of the three R's is not a mechanioal
mill-process, 60 pupils per teacher, and double
shift ( the very phraseclogy connotes mechanisa-
tion ) would not be conducive in the long run to
any effective literacy. Relapse into illiteracy
would be * facilitated " thereby, unless circuiating
libraries are provided in the rural area with a view
to sustain the interest of the rural publie in the
acquisition of literacy. Further, the goodwill of the
teachers has to be taken into sccount. Their lot is
enough of & mizery today. To make them work double-
shift without any extra allowsnce would amount
to compelling them to run the wheel absolutely
mechanically,  'What little interest is at present
evinoed by them in teaching would also disappear
asnd that would be no fault of theirs,

If ‘exira allowance is forthcoming, double shift
may be given a trial, In rural areass, double shift
would not be necessary except in a few places as
enrolment of all children of school-going age is
ueually almost complete, The problem thera is
to improve atfendance. In urban areas, however,
double shift may be found suitable, under ocertain
conditions. Remedy No. iii—simplifieation of
~ ourriculum—is the most important of these sugges-
tions. It would not be long before something in
this direction is done by Provincial Governments,

Efficiency in instruction need not be mneqggs-
sarily sacrificed totally to speed up mase-liferary.
What would meet the situation is aversge efficiency
and maximum speed in the imparting of the three
-R’s, to the masges.

M.

Owr Zoudon Letter,

(BY AR Mam.)
{ From Our Correspondent, )
LoNpox, April 20,
MR. CHURCHILL'S BOMBSHELL,

R. WINSTON CHURCHILL sprang a firat class
sensation in the House'of Commons on Mon-
day, when he alleged that Sir Samuel Hoare

and Lord Derby, whilst serving as members of the
Joint Select Committee, had successfully attempted
to tamper with the evidence prepared for and sent to

the Committee by the Manchester Chamber of Com--

merce, or by its Indian section. He was careful to.
declare that in charging the two members with a.
grave Parliamentsary offence, ke made no suggestion

affeoting their personal honour. He, however, in-

sisted that their conduct as alleged was a breach of

the privileges of tbe House as defined under its-
Bessional Orders and as well recognised in its practice

and procedure. In the opinion of the Speaker, whose -
ruling was asked, Mr. Chucchill had made out a

prima facie case, sand he thereupon moved that the
alleged action of Sir Samuel Hoare and Lord Derby

should be referred for investigation by the Com-

mittee of Privileges. The motion received general

support in all quarters of the Houee, and the matter

is now sub judice.

Tt was easy to see when Mr. Churchill rose, with
a formidable dossier in his hands, and with his
excited henchman Mr. Brendon Bracken eagerly
assisting him in sorting out the documents, that Mr.
Churchill was sbout to ocreate a pituation of the
gravest periousness, It appears that he had given
potice of his intention to the Speaker and to Sir
Samuel Hoare the previous evening, and they were
therefore not taken by surprise., When, therefore, he
roge to make his explanation end to frame his
indiotment before the'House, immediately after ques-
tions on Monday afternoon, it was noticed that the
Treasury Bench was packed, and that many of Mr.
Churchill’s followers, who, it is' believed, bhad
received telegrams urging them to be in their places
that day, were present. Something very serious was
sfoot, and the first few sentences of his speech 3ent
the message through the lobbies that Winstou was
up and making a thundering attack upon the Govern--
ment on its India policy, with chapter and verse.
The House immediately filled to its maximum
capacity, s most unususl event on the very eve of the
Budget.

The gravamen of Mr. Churchill's charge was
that the evidence of the Manchester Chamber of
Commerce was prepared and forwarded to the
Secretary of the Joint Select Committee last June, .
but that the evidence actually presented to the Com-
mittee on the 4th November bore no resemblance
whatever-to the criginal evidence presented, Funda--
mental changes hadtaken place, the only explanation
of which, as he could prove, was pressure .bxerte‘d by
Sir Samuel Hoare and Lord Derby beginning with a
dinner at the latter's house on the 25th June, and
continuing with blandishments offered by Lord
Derby in September, when he canvassed n_:embers of
the Chamber to secure s change inthe evidence, A
month iater similar pressure was brgugh@ to be'a,r
upon the Lancashire Texile Delegation in Indis,
{ though unsuccessfully } in order igo persuude-‘
it, to advise a change in the evidenoe, All
that they were willing to do was fo recom-
mend the addition to the evidence of & supple-.
mentary paper. On the 24th October._ navertpeless,
the remaining members of the Indian seoction of
the Manchester Chamber made fundamental alters--

.| tions in the evidence, which was formally presented

%o the Committee a few days later. Mr. Churckill
1aid stress, in & speech ag unjudicial as ome eould
imagine, upon the judicial character olaimed for the-
Commitiee snd its individual members by the Gov-
ernment, when he charged the two members con-
cerned with having * tampered " with certain
wituesses and their evidence behind the backs of the:-
rost of the members of the Committes, and with
having committed an cffence againt Sessional Order
No. 4 which had been held in 1899 to be opersative
even if pressure was exercised without (_:orrupt motiva
He expressed the deepest regret at having to lnunch_;
an attack upon two former colleagues, whom he held:
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4u high personal respect, but he affirmed that mo
alternative was left to him as a member of the House,
consoious of his duty to if, st the first possible
moment, after having had placed in his hands nn-
sought ample documentary evidenoe of every
statement which he had made,

Whilst Mr. Churchill’s attack was welocomed
with loud cheers by the diehard “ clique ¥ led by the
vosiferous Mr. Bracken, the House as a whole turn-
.ed eagerly to hear Sir Samusl Hoare’s defence, In
gubstancs it amounted to this, Whilst it was true
that he was a member of the Committes, he had
never cessed to be during the pariod in question, and
ho still was, Secratary of State for Indis, charged
with high responsibilities, and in particular at the
time he was promoting essential direst negotiations
between Lancashire and Indian cotton interests. He
had procured, as any member of the Committea was
free to do, a copy of the Manchester Chamber's evid-
enoce several daya after the dinner at Lord Derby’s
House, and he found in it certain passages which
would have made nogotiations impossible. It was
hias duty to call the attention of the Manchester
‘Chamber $o that fact, but without suecceeding in
‘inducing them to change the passages. ¥our months
later, however, on simnilar representation by the
Lancashire delegation then in Indis, and after full
-sonsideration, the Chamber ohanged the evidence,
with the result that the textile negotiations eucesed-
ed. Sir Samue] elaimed that he was fully justified
in the steps that he had t-ken in the mutual interssts
of the two countries, Mr, Churechill vigorously
disputed both Sir Samuel’s facts and his dates. He
denied that the changes in the ovidence took place

upon the initiative of the Lancashire Indian Delega- :

tion, and appeared to be supportad in this by Mr.

Hammersley, and he charged Sir Samuel with have
ing endeavoured to bring pressure upon the Chamber
as early as the 3rd May. In the event, spokesmen of
all parties agreed that the matter should be sené for
enquiry and report to the Committee of Privileges,
who, amdng other matterr, will have to oonsider

whether, for all practical purposes, a Cabinet Minis-

ter becomas temporarily funclus officio from the mo-
-gment of his appointment to be a member of a Joint
Belect Committee of Parliament.

MR. CHURCHILL'S MISTAKES,

What Mr. Churchill apparently had overlooked,
-amxong other things, was that Lord Darby, who is not
a member of the House of Commons, could not pos-
gibly eome within the jurisviction of the Committes
of Privileges set up by the House, at the beginning
~of each session, under its Standing Ordera, It is
understood that even though Lord Darby is quite
willing to appear voluntarily before the Committee
-and to testify to what he knows of the events alleg-
ed by Mr. Churehill, he may not do even this with-
out an express resojution authorising him thereto by
the House of Lords, This, it is believed, will be
.obtained by him immediately, But Mr. Churehill
has made a much worse blunder. Ho asked that the
matter phould ba sent for investization to the Com-
mnittee of Privileges, meaning thereby, as everyone
understood, the Committee already set up at the
“beginuing of this session. The present Committee
consists of ten members mclected by tha House,
These include the Prime Minister, who acts as Caair-
man, Mr, George Lansbury, the Leader of the Op-
position, Mr. Attlee, the Actiog Leader, Si¢r Toomas
Inskip, the Attoruey-General, Mr. Baldwin, Lord
Hugh Ceci}. Sir Austen Csamberlain, Sir Ian Mac-
- pherson, 8ir Harbert Samuel and Colonel Spender-
Clay. Mr. Lansbury, however, who is still incapa.
~citated by bis recent acoident has been replaced by
Mr. Arthur Greenwood, ' '

H

It would appesr, however, that ‘Mr, Churehill,
upon second thoughts, beoame greatly dissatisfied
with this psrsonnel, which includes no lers than
three of Sir Samuel Hoare’s Ministerial ¢olieaguoes,
and he acoordingly gave notice of the following
motion: " That having regard to the fact that the
question of breach of privilege now remitted by the
House to the Committee of Privileges involves the
oonduot of a Minister of the Crown, and to the faot
that three of the members of the Commibktea are hix
colleagues in the Qovernment, it is desirable that
three extra members should be added to the Coms.
mittes for the purposes of this enquiry.” The im-
plioations of this motion were, however, deeply re-
sented throughout the House, where it was felt that
having appealed to Caesar, Mr. Churchill was not
entitled to quarrel with his tribunal, but ought to be
orepared to abide by the consequenoes of his aotion.
it was at first believed ‘that, .having regard to the
state of Parliamentary business, the Government
would refuse to provide facilities for the disoussion
of this motion. Last night, however, Mr. Churchill
was amusiugly canght out. Af the end of the offi-
cial business the Spsaker cailed upon Mr. Caurohill
ro promote his motion. The Hon. Member for
Epping, however, was not in his place, with the
result that the motion fell, and the House passed on
to other business,

The Committes held its preliminary meoting
yeaterday, without, howaver, hearing evidence, its
sole objeot being.to consider the charge brought
before 16 and its own procedure, It is understood
that upwards of twenty witnesses may appear before
it, most of them, of eourse, produced by Mr, Chur-
chill and’it is believed that its report to the House
will be delivered without muoh delay, If tho Come-
mittes should report adversely to Sir Samuel Hoare,
a very grave situativn affecting the Cabinet will
have arisen, for the least penaity that the House
wonld impose would be & wvery severe censure upon
the erring Minister, with possibie consequences to
the personnel of the Cabinet and evan perhaps to the
constitution of the Government. Oa the other hand,
failure on Mr. Cunurchill's part to vindicate his
charges will involve a very severe set-back to that
belligerent gontleman'’s prestige in the House and
inthe country, As it is, I understand that ail js
not plain sailing within his owa group, and that con~
siderable estrangemant exists berween him and Lord
Lloyd. Mr. Cnurchili, huowever, has much to 1oss,
for 1t is generally believed that he is aiming at the
downfsil of the National Government .and his.
own substitution for Mr., Baldwin as the Leadar of
the Tory Party, In any event it is doubtful if he
could at any time acniave his ambition, but in the
meanwhile he will be satisfied if he can cast dis-
oredit upon the White Papor policy, the Government

and the report of the Joiut Select Comnmittes in so far

a8 in gencral terms it may support a constitution
framed substantially upon the lines of the Govern-
ment's proposals, though possibly with certain diff-
erences of an wnprogressive charactar. [ very much
doubt whetner the Report will be published as
early as the middle of June. It may be delayed.
Very much will depend upon what Mr, Baldwin
means by a eryptio pussage, in his recent spsech, in
which he spuke of his desire so to lead the Party on
the Governmeunt’s India policy as to maintain it as
s uoited fighting force at the nex: General ilection.
This may be » subtle hint that certain compromises
are now being contemplated with a view to conciliate
the diehards and so as to prevent & Tory Party split.

BRITISH OPINION.

It has to be horne in mind that in recent weeks
thera has been a definite hardening in British opinion
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againet the ‘White Paper policy as it stands. The
Government have besn precluded by the procesdings
of the Joint Seleot Committee from carrying on
effective propagands on behalf of their acheme. The
Union of Britain and India, whioh has been doing
something in that direction, has been hampered by
lack of funds, whilet the India Defence League has
had no such difficulty, and has had almost a free
hand in arousing the fears of the public, and espeoi-
ally the Tory rank and file. The result has been the
oreation of a good deal of doubt in the public mind
a8 to the wisdom of certsin proposals, and thae die-
hards have taken the utmost advantage of this fear
and doubt, and they are certain also to take advan-
tage of the fact that the Congress now threatens to
atfempt to capture the constituencies and the legis-
1ntures. The fact, too, that there has been no outward
support of the reforms in India has also not gone
without comment, and the absence of such support
from British Indian leaders has been seized upon to
deery the reforms, not so much from the point of
view of making them mora progressive, but in order
to create the impression here that reforme of a far
morae reactionary character are called for seeing that
there is general opposition in India to the scheme
now proposed. It has to be remembered that the
general public is very ignorant of the Indian situa-
tion, and no reslly good occasion has arisen that
wouid enable the Government to carry on with the
education of the public. ‘The result appears to be at
the moment that the Government fear that they may
be obliged, in order to prevent a very dangerous split
in the Tory Party, which would, in their opinion, do
“the country the utmost mischief at the next general
election that they have, to some extent, o compromise
in order to attract once again the middle-minded
peopls of the Party, the diehards themselves being
-definitely irreconcilable. Whether it will be on the
franchiss or on Upper Houses in the Provinces, or in
gome other way is not yet all clear., It seems
inoredible that the .Government would surrender on
the question of L.aw and Order, though it may be
that they would be prepared to devise s formula
-designed to enable the Governors to have ready
acoess to police information., I am writing this asa
warning against any expectation of an easy passage,
either through the Committee or through Parliament,
of even the present reforms proposals. It seems
already fairly clear that the recommendations con-

tained in the Memoranda of the British Indian dele--

gation and of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and his collea-
gues are hardly likely, in existing circumstances, to
oarry a hearing, :

THE REFORMS,

Sir Herbert Samuel on behalf of the Liberal
Opposition has come out strongly in favour of the
reforms as set out generally in the White Paper pro-
posals, He spoke on behalf of Mr. John Foot, Libe-
ral candidate at the Bassingstoke by-election. He
declared that Liberals, with others who knew India
best, were supporting whole-heartedly the White
Paper scheme as the best policy for India. If that
policy were not carried through, it would, in their
view, be & blow to the Empire as & whole. This was
in reply to the Tory candidate, Mr. Drummond-

'Woolf, who, whilst pretending to be neutral pending
the publication of the Report of the Ssiect Committee,
"is really s follower of Mr. Churchill, whoss son,
in fact, is his most activa canvasser, Unfortunately,
the progressive forces at Bassingstoke aiready with
a strong Tory tendency, are divided, and it sesms
very probable that a new opponent of Indian reforms,
whether these or any other, will be refurned.

Lord Rothermere in an article entitled “India
and the “White Flag’ Paper” denounces the projected

reforms as 8 polioy of betrayal of British interests in
the Sunday Despaich reproduced in the Mail. Lord
Rothermere is making a characteristio attempt to
stampede the Tory Party into tearing up the White
Paper and bauling down the white flag, He makess
virulent attack upon the integrity of the Joint Select
Committes, which he describes as a “packed jury”,
and he makes an unconcesled appeal to the cupidity
of all classes of the British people. The plain fact
is, he says, that India is as indispensable to Britain
as Britain is to India. It would not, however, be a
distortion of Lord Rothermere's mentality to suggest
that to him Britain's indispensability to India is the
less important element of the iwo.

8ir James Crerar, in & paper on “The Logio of the
Reform Proposesls™ before the East India Association
this week, declared that any alternative to the White
Paper scheme of reforma must either resemble it
closely in cardinal points, or it muet be a compiete
break with onr own tradition and fhe sequence of
events and legislation in India.

At the meeting on Monday of the India Parlie-
mentary Committee of the Conpservative Party, 8ir
Henry Lawrence supported the threefold principle
st forth im the White Paper—Federation, Central
Responsibility, and Provincial Autonomy—but
warned against attempting to secure them at express
speed lest the State mnchine should crash. He objected
to the proposal that there should . be more than six
Provinces, and considered that the Central Provinoes,
Assam, the North-West Frontier Province, Orissa
and Sind were superflucus. Among.other thinge he
declared in favour of a wide extension of the fran-
chise, but that it should be exercised in the interests
of the masses of the people by indirect eiection,

Professor Coatman, in a letter to The Times,
strongly supports Sir Henry Lawrence’s plea for
indirect election as the basis of the franchise for the
Fedoral Legislature, in order to, among other things,.
make better provision for the expression of provincial
opinion than could be obtained by inchoate all-India
political parties, largely dominated by individuals
and interests not primarily concerned with the inter-
euts of the people.

The anti-reforms party hers are making great
play with Sir N. N. Sircar's recent address to the
Indian Association at Caleutts, and shis vehement
guestioning of the virtus of Democracy. The Evening
News which, with Lord Rothermere's Press generally,
ig still hankering after a Fascist ragime, referring to
his question whether Democracy bas succeeded in
any other country in the world outside Engla.n_d,
says, " Even here in England 8 mere whiff
of real Democracy under the Socialist Government
hes caused us furiously to $hink ; yet our democracy-
mongers persist in foisting it on to the 97 per cent.
illiterate mélange of races, castes, and oreeds, that
people the sub-continent of India.” <

Mr. Horace Alexander in a special article in
the New Statesman & Nation, attacks the reforms
scheme from the other end, and urges consultation
with Mr. Gandhi and aceeptance of the decision of 8
congtitnent assembly in India. -

Sir Mirza Ismail contributes s letter of first-
class importance in to-day’s Times. He warns the
British public against the supposition that because
there has been no public support in India of the
White Paper proposals as they now stand, it !;hould be
supposed that India would reject a constitution based
substantially on them. He considerately points out the
extreme difficulty and delicacy of the position relative
to their constituents of Indian party leaders, w}.nch
prevents their making sny statement on the subject,
other thau 8 oriticism of the present- proposals, suc}m
as those embodied in the Memorandum of the Bri-
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$ish Indian delegation. He emphasizes the safeguards
necessary to prevent encroachmeni upon the powers
and rights of the States as federsl units, but he
denies that moderate oriticism signifies hostility to
the safeguards, which he considers to be & natural
degire to minimise them and secure the maximum
of power and independence for British India. The
clear indication of Sir Mirza's letter is that, subject
to thess aafeguards, Mysore, and presumably the
other great States in India, will be willing to come
-into the Federation.

Rertews,

SOCIAL VALUE OF UNIVERSITIES.

THE OBLIGATION OF UNIVERSITIES TO
THE SOCIAL ORDER.. ( New York Univer-

sity Press.) 1933. 24cm. 503p.

THIB is & centenary publication of the University of
New York, but unlike the history of the University,
“this volume will have a wider appeal. At the cent-
enary ocelebration the University authorities had
called a conference to discuss certain social and
eduocational problems of the hour. The theme
adopted for discussion was “The Obligation of Uni-
versities to the Social Order”, for it was thoroughly
.3ons_istenu with the background of the University
which has been snimated by the purpose o serve the
,wide community through the adoption of its own
-curriculum and methods to the changing nseds of a
highly dynamie society.” About three hundred
delegates, heads of different Universities and Univer-
- sity Colleges, attended the conference by invitation
and the volume which records the proceedings of
‘that conference necessarily makes heavy reading.

It is obviously difficult to do justice to the con-
tents of the volume in the limited space at the dis-
posal of the reviewer. The President of the University
of Minnesota remarks : “History records tha important
fact that whenever nations diminish their interest in
and support of their Universities they soon become
sacond-rate nationa.” This Presidency of Bombay,
which once led all-India movements, is at present

‘thro_wg into the shade comparatively, and one may
ask if it is mot due to the very inadequate help it has
got from tbe Government of Bombay in the last
twenty vears, The Vice-Chancellor of the University
of the St. Andrews remarks : “The tragic interlude of
1914-18 shattered many of the dresms. Even the
oldest, the prouded and the best endowed ware placad
under the necessity of accepting help from Government

. ?nd this dependence on grants has increassd steadily
in the. past fourteen years in proportion as the
capacily of the private benefactor has diminished. It
follows, th_en, that. while there is no euch thing asg

. a Stat.e Uaiversity in Britain, it is equally true that
there is no University finanocially independent of the
State. Although there seems no immediate danger that

. the frea_clom of Universities may be jeopardised
throgg_h.merea.sing depandencs on public funds, this

- posaibility cannot be ignord. ‘He who pays the piper
calls the tune’ is a proverb with many applications.
If this materialises the result may well be disastrouns,”

) :1.‘he C.ham.aellpr of the University of Buffalo mays:

An institution is not a University becauss its title

. entitles it to bear the name, An institution offering
nothing beyond the level of undergradaate instruc-
tion in the Arts and Sofences is not s University.
An iastitution that includes, in addition to an under-
gradute College of Arts and Sciences, a collection of
professional sehools, howevar numerous, which are
engaged solely in the routine preparation of praoti-

tioners, is not a- Universlty, A University ia an
institution in which the advancement of kvowledge
ia deliberately fosbered, an inatitution which is com-
mitted not only to the higher forms of imstruction,
but also to research, and which rests its reputation on
the quality of its scholarly output.® * There is &
vast difference ", says another eminent delegate,
“between the technically trained mind and the eduoa-
ted mind. They oan be reconciled but there is a differ-
ence, & fundamental difference, between them, Both
are necessary, but the University is not the place. to
produce both if it is to preserve ita oharecter of being
a mother of learning and a home of seekers after
truth...] have come to think that the provinces of
& University and a technical college are utterly dis-
tinot; as institutions they demand and produoce
different types of mind and the ground they possess in
common is infinitely less than ia generally imagined.
A University is responsible for enlarging the bound-
aries of knowledge rather than for colonising the
tertitory it explores,”

M. R, PARANJPE.

PROFESSION OF PROSTITUTION,

HISTORY OF PROSTITUTION IN INDIA,
( Ancient. Vol. I.) By S. N. SINHA and N. K,
BaSU., (Bengal Social Hygiena. Association, )
1933. 22¢m. 291p.

IT is perhaps hardly possible to expect from any

writer an entirely dispassionate view of any subject

connected with sex, and writers on prostitution have
long been divided into two opposite camps known as
abolitionists and regulationists, The firat camp is in
theory supposed to advocate the abolition of all
special laws and regulations conoerning prostitutes,
though in practice its members are found to support
laws for harassing prostitutes and hounding them
out with the ultimate idea of abolishing prostitution
itself, while regulationists aim at making rules for
compulsory periodical medical examination of
prostitutes with a view to oheck tha spread of
venereal diseases, which is the principal daunger of
prostitution. The abolitionist ecamp has the support
of the League of Nations, principally because

England has the preponderan voice there and bhas

been able to carry out a programme full of hypoerisy

and prudery. The present book is published by the

Bengal Soocial Hygiene Association, an inatitution

founded to support the programme of the League of

Nations in this matter. One might therefore expect

the book to be strongly tinged with the abolitionist

bins. -

There is all the more reason therefore for con-
gratulating the authors on having suceeeded in keep-
ing their bims in the baokground and producing a
very rteadable and useful work for all readers,
whether they have or have not any definite views
about prostitution one way or the ofther, The present
volume brings up, the history of prostitution from
the Vedio age to the Maurya period, i. e. the second
century B.C,, when Vitsyivana wrote .his famous
“ Kama-Siitea,” In the opinion of the authors, the
origin of prostitution is to be found in religious pro-
gtitution and guest-prostitution, which began appa-
rently in South Indin. Egypl seems to have copied
these from India, and “ the Egyptians were quick to
ountstrip the stage of guest-prostitution and to pass
*over into legal prostitution with all its primitive
naivete. XNvan about 2500 years before Christ, we
find in Egypt a set of courtezans who maintained,
down fo 400 B. C,, a reputation of possessing incom-
parable talents for eatisfying irreconcilabls ( sic)

human lusts, "
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: The English is decidedly funny in places, and
this does not geem to be entirely due to the printer's
devil, Also guite unneceseary extracts giving volup-
tuoun descoriptions of Apsaras or prostitutes have been
interspersed all over the book, Of course, represen.
ting the officisl view, the authors do not risk a pro-
secution for obscenity, as this is reserved for writers
whose views are unacceptable to the authorities, but
these seem rather out of place in a historical work.

In my opicion, the authors give undue import-
apce to the rules leid down by Deergbutama and
Swetaketu, the Former prohibiting promiscuity for
_women only, while the latter ordaived chsstity for
‘both men and women, Ordinances of this kind have
ugually very little effect and things which are not
‘permitted openly are done on the ely.

There is plenty to shock the orthodox in this
work, especially those who insist onr interpreting
apiritually anything which does not agree with their
"pet superetitions. Thus when Rama rsturns home
after bis exile and Hanuman briugs the good news
to Bharata, the latter gives order that* 16 women
born of noble families with lovely face, beautiful
form, well-shaped breasts, broad hips, and taspering
thighs ;.. be. given to Hanuman as wives™ (p. 46).
YEven if & wife becomes pregnant in result of an
“extrasmarital intercourse,- she should only remain
unapproachable and unclean to her husband as long
- a8 she does not menstruate after her parturition ; then
she becomes as pure and bright as the unailoyed gold
.(Manu-Samhita) ™ (p. 111).

“ But at least in one point anthenticity has not been
called in question and it was that Erishna was a veritable
sexual athlete like all the greatest personages of the old
world, Like Solomon the Wise or the Kings of Siam, he
eould boast of possessing several hundred wives and con-

- oubines... From Vishnu, Bhagavata and other Puranas,

it transpires that Krishna was already a passionate lover

at an ago when our boya of to-day bave hardly forgot.
ten their bibs and pioafores... Young Krishna's Rasa-
Lecla or ‘divine orgy’ with the milk-majds of the nsigh-
‘bourhood of Vraja has beon delineated in glaring terms
by many of the Poranas. Eyen s atolid reader oould
understand that the orgy was far from Leing of a
apiritnal natore. It has most perapicuously been desecri-
bed in the Puranas how the married and nomarried girls
‘having fallen desperately in love with thia indefatigable
pastoral lover paid midnight visits to him on the banks
of the Jamuna and how they offered their everything
" for the satisfaotion of Krishna, who was equally hospi-
table to ‘every one of them... In spite of their being
dissuaded from meeting that inveterate gallant any more
by their fathers, husbands and brothers, these love-
distraught ranch-women stole away every night from
their homes to have sexual congress with the swarthy
bucoliothero of Vraja.”

Krishna's 16,000 ordinary wives apparently fell
in love with Sambha, Krishna's son by Jambavatee,
their step-son, and when Krishna came $o know of
this, he cursed them that they would be captured by
highway robbers after his death, but told them that
Rishi Daldya wounld advise themmn how they could be
redeemed from serfdom. And this is how he did it

- He told them to observe a Vrata, which involved the
“worship of the nude image of Madana, the Hindu
- Eros, by touching different parte of the body includ-
- ing the pex organ and uttering certain words. And
“thereafter oach woman should invoke a Brahmin
with faunitless features,... the Brahmin should be
‘given a sumptuous repast and be deemed by the
woman .., the fittest man to have coition with...”

-

_becomes curzent if it ever does.

This was to be done for 13 mounths and then thay -
would mest Krishna after death, The authors ob--
serve: “ This vile Vrata passed into & oustom nat
only among many of the prostitutes of the looality -
but of otker parts of India where Brahmin supremaoy °
was in svidence.” 3

The spread of Buddhism gave special importance -
to prostitutes. “It had chosen the prostitutes and
their constituents as one of ita firast objects of recla~-
mation just like Christianity ... and by holding out
some alluring privileges, the dignitaries of Hindu-
fam probably wanted to stop this exodus.”

In the Maurya period, thers was a vast num-
ber of laws relating to prosititutes, though this
oould not be oslled regulation in the modern sense,
The avthors quote from Prof. N. C. Bandyopadhyaya's
‘Kautilya®. * Taxes were lovied on prostitutes who-
scem to have remained under the direct jurisdiotion
of roysl officials and were regarded as royal proper-
ty as in some countries in the Middle Ages. They
were under the Superintendent of prostitutes who fizxed
their rates and fees, settled their disputes and com-
plaints or decided cases relating to their suscession.”
During the the Maurya reigp, they were classed
with actors, dancers singers etc. and had to pay
to the State the earnings of two daye in every
month, ‘

The authors have compared ancient India with
ancient Rome and Greece, apparently to the advan-
tage of India, and seem to teke some pride in it,.
though it is very difficult to conclude anything
with any certainty about ancient history.

The second volume of the work will carry the
history to the end of the 18th century and, the third
up to modern times -

The authors share the common prejudice againgt
prostitution, whicb is not based on anything funda-
mental, but merely on certain current idess about-
morsality, tending to restrict sex-freedom, for both
goxes and particularly for women., In Japan, till
racent times at any rate, prostitution of unmarried
girls was socially tolerated and they could give it
up after a time and contract marrisges with perfectly
decent people. There is no reason why prostit‘ution.
should not be recounised as & perfecty legitimate
profession, provided mo woman 1is forced into it
against her will. But sane thought on sex isas yet
50 rare that it will be a long time before this attitude-

R. D. KARYVE.
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