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Topics of the d¥eck.

Deiiance of Public Opinion.

How little public opinion counts with the
Government these days is admirably exemplified by
the decigion of the Madras Government to prolong
the life of its legislature by another year. As pointed
ouf in these columns last week, the Council had only
a foew days ago given expression to its nnmistakable
dislike of any further extension of its life, The
Home Member undertook to bring the Council’s
wishes to the notice of the Governor—a promise the
former must not have failed to keep. And yet the
Government’s reply as indicated by their decision is
in the nature of & glap in the face. Whether or not the
Government intended it s such, that is how it can
and will be justifiably interpreted. The uncertain-
ties of the political situation and a desire to save the
presidency from the expemses and disturbance of an
election are cited as grounds for the continnance of
the present antiquated legislature, If these are the
only arguments that can be advanced in its support,
all we can say is thet they are not sufficient to justify
this affront to public opinion. Since it is difficult
for anybody to foretell with any precision when
the new constitution would be in working order
in the provinces, the proper thing to do would
have been not to grant any fresh lease of life
to the existing legislature but to see tbat it was
replaced by one enjoying closer touch with the
people. The desire not to lannch the province
In avoidable expense is indeed very laudable,
But obvicusly it must be held in check if public

opinion demands, ss in the present case, & course of

action different [rom that which bappens to commend

itself to the Government, After all it is the Govern- ]

ment which is for the people and nof the people for
the Government. Let us see what steps are taken in
Madras to make the. Government realise the depth
of public resentment at this caleulated defiance of

public opinion,

- * *

‘A  Minister’s Weakness.

WE do pot think the president of the Punjab
Legislative Council can at all be said to have gone
out of his way in giving the advice he gave to the
Hindu Minister there upon the latter disowning
responsibility for the acts of his subordinates like
Commissioners and Deputy-Commissioners. The
control of the ministers over the services under the
present regime is slender inall conscience; but if even -
such shadowy authority as the minieters possess over
them is to be still further reduced by the “weakness'
of the ministers, to borrow the expression used by the
Muslim Minister in desoribing the conduot of his
oolleague, the services virtually become the masters
of the situation and can play fast and loose with the
ministers’ policies, If the mipister oannot prevent
this kind of tampering with his policy, he is not
worth his salt. According to constitutional practice,
it is for the ministers to lay down poticies and for
the services to carry them out faithfully. If any
member of the services is found to be acting incon-
sistently with such policies, the minister’s obvious
duty, as pointed out by the President, is to seek
redress at.the hands of the Governor or of higher
authorities. Failing this, be should go even to the

length of resigning the ministership with a view to

exposing the misconduct of the refractory subordi-
nate. -If instead of exploring all possible avenues
of ensuring compliance on the part of his subordi-
Dates with his orders, & minister merely throws up
his hands out of supposed powerlessness in relation to
the services, even such restricted responsibility ae is
now enjoyed by the provinoial legislatures would be
teduced to & nullity. The Hindu Minister must
indeed be said to have a very inadequate realisation
of his power over the services if, as he said, he
cannot interfere with the doings of his I, O. 8, sub-
ordinates, No better proof of the hollowness of his
confention need be given than the flat contradiction
which his statement of the position drew from his
Mahomedan colleague. The incident iljustrates how
if the ministers had been strong enough, even diarchy
could have been made to yield better results.

. % * *
Reactionary.

BY rejecting the resolution moved by one of its
lady members favouring the removal . of the sex bar
in regard to candidature for election to loea] bodies,
the Punjab Legislative Council has written itself
downas & resctionary body. Nor has its action in
question ;the merit even of coneistency. If it had
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been excluding women from its own membership, its
barring of their entry into losal bodies ae the elected
representatives of the people might perhaps have
been defended at least on the ground of consistency
of conduet, bowasoever condemnable it might other-
wise have been, But the presence of more than one
lady member in the Punjab legislature iteself de-
prives its action even of that excuse,

It appears from press reports of the debate that
the fate of the proposal was decided mofon
merits but on communal considerations. It Beems to
have been fcared that if women should be allowed to
stand for election to looal bodies which had failed to
make arrangements for separate communal represen-
tation, it might result in disturbing the looal com-
munal balance, which is sometimes very delicate. It
may be admitted at once that the extension of the
right to stand for municipal and distriet board elec-
tions to women is likely to have that efect, But can
it be seriously contended by anybody that in the
oxisting social conditions of the province the num-
ber of women guccessfully offering themselves for
oleotion would be so formidable as seriously to
upsef this balauvce? 1t may be safoly predicted that
for years to come this number would be disappoint-
ingly small, All that the passsge of the motion
would have uone wouid have been to bring the civic
status of women into line with that of men, Itisa
thousand pities that the Punjab Council refused to do
oeven this act of theoretical justice to women, If the
actual working of the grant of this new right to

. women had beou found to have led to placing certain
oommunities at a disadvantage, there would have
been time enough to devise methods for oorrecting
such deficiencies. But to refuse to recognise women
a8 the equals of men in civic matters without the
provision of separate corrmunal representation as a
<ondition precedent to such recognition is to compel
a section of the community to swallow a thing for
which it has, speaking broadly, no relish.

It is nofeworthy that the motion secured the
support of a majority of elected members—a measure
of the progressiveness of public opinion but was
defeated becanse the official and nominated Hoc
threw its weight decisively against it. The minister
concerned, though wholeheartedly approving the
principle underlying the proposal, voted agsinst it.
He might as well have remained neutral. His remarks

give ground for the hope that his sympathy for the

motion will find practical expression in the nomi-
nation in greater numbers of women fo local bodies,
"We must learn to be thankful even for such small

mercies.
L 3 * *

Capitation Debate in Upper House

THE net result of the capitation debate in the
Council of State is most disappointing. Beyond a
promise from the Commander-in-Chief that the dissen-
ting minutes of the two Indian members of the Capita-
tion Tribunal would be ghown in confidence to any
member of the legiclature provided he bound himself
not to make any public use of it, the debate was pro-
" -.duotive of hardly any good. The promise no doubt
goes some way tomeeb the publioc demand for their
publication, but can never be regarded s a patis-

factory substitute for it. So far as the main question of -

the adequacy or otherwise of the British Government’s
contribution towards India’s military expenditure
goes, the head of the Indian army was oven less
responsive, While public opinion is united in looking
wupon the contribution as  altogether inadequate and
doing scant justice to India’s claims in thatrespeot, the
‘Commander-jo=Chief’'sremarks givelone the impression
that be is far from sharing the public dissatisfao-
tion at the manner.in whioch the question bas been

disposed of by the British Government. In fact he
went po far as $o charaoterise the verdict of the
Tribunal as “a decigive viotory " for this country
and ego the question of appealing against it, as sug-
gested by public opinion, does not, aoccording to him,
arise, Sir Philip Chetwode must be a hopsless optimist
a8 he expects public opinion to ses eye to eye with him
on this poink.  With rogard to the public misgiving
whether India’s acceptance of the contribution would
rot.impose on her the obligation of maintaining the
Indian army at a particular standsrd of efficiency,
he Gid well to make it ciear that the fear in question
was unfounded and India would not be required
to meintain her army at & level of efficienoy not
demanded by the strict requirements of Indian
defence. We have no doubt this assurance will.
cause widespread relief.
*

§

* *

Treatment of Political Prisoners,

PROBLEMS relating to jail administration recei-
ved consideration at the hands of the provincial Ins-
pectors-General of Jails who recently assembled in
conference at Allahabad, It decisions on points
concerning the treatment to be meted out to political
prisoners are by no means such ag will meet with
general satisfaotion. These officials have no objec-
tion to A class prisoners being allowed to use their
own clothing ; but this, they say, should be limited
to ‘reasonable quantity.” Why should it be assum-
ed that this class will misuse the concession by wan-
tonly going in for an unusually or needlessly large
number of olothes ? And supposing it did so, how would
it embarrass jail administration? The inistence on the
supply of prison clothing to B class prisoners and
the refupsl fo iseue dholies to them is equally inde-
fensible. The withholding of this kind of apparel
is defended by the ingenjous plea that it would be
used as & means of escape. Now, whatever sins of
commission or omission may be laid at the door of
the recent-day politioal prisoner, the last obharge that
can be brought against him is that he would stoop to
secure his escape clandestinely., As is generally
known, he is not in & hurry to get out of jail but is
anxious to have his stay prolonged there as much as
possible. If the jail authorities cannot bear to see
him put on dhofies, they must find out other exouses
to cover their prejudice or distrust of the innovation.

But their decision in regard to the punishment
of such prisoners deserves even stronger condem-
nation. In spite of the fact that public opinion has
all along looked with deep abhorrence on flogging,
this Conforence is not prepared to forswear its
use, In fact they want even thesafeguard of a -
reference to the loeal government to be replaced
merely by the prior assent of the district
magistrate. We should have thought that considera-
tions of administrative oonvenience, if nothing else,
would have shown to these officers the wisdom of
dropping this form of punisbment. Its administra-
tion is always sattended by sympathetic hunger-
strikes and other forms of protest on the part of the
colleagues of the unfertunate prisoner marked out for
this brutal punishinent, adding enormously to the
diffisulties of jail management. The ofher forms of
punishment like reducing the prisoners to a lawer
cisss, the withholding of remission of & part of the
sentence for good conduct,Jete. ought to suffice for all
the reasonable neads of the situation. It is.to be hoped
that the Government will not fail to consulg public
opinion before sanctioning the proposals of this
Conference,

[ ] * *
Ladies’ Hostels -

AMIDST the numerous public functions and-
engagements of this week in Poona came off the
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~pretty little function of opening the Saraswati

Quarters for lady students at the Fergusson College, |

As the Principal said in his opening remarks, the new
and the third extension of the lady s!;udants’ quarters
bringing up the total accommodation to 40 lady
students was made possible by the generous dona-
tion of Ra, 8,000 of Her Highness the Ranisaheb of
Sangli who made this contribution in remembrance
of her happy days passed in the Fergusson College
as a lady student. The function took place in the
old Hall of the main building of the Fergusson
College. It was very well attended, which indicates

how well the Fergusson College and its activities are
appreciated by the publio of Poona. But the whole au-
dience was surprised and disappointed to see that the
Hon'ble Minister of Education Dewan Bahadur
Kambli could not be present and declare the Quar-
ters open on account of indisposition. At the eleventh
hour Shrimant Chiefsaheb of Ramdurg graci-
ously agreed to take up the presidentship end Shri.
mant Chiefeabab addressed the gathering in a
nice and fine speech and declared the Saraswati
Quartera open, ‘

PROBLEM OF UNIVERSITY EDUCATION.
' Br DR. R. P. PARANJPYE.

T the Inter-Universities Conference held at
Delbi & few days ago a good deal of diacussion
took place on the length of the course at a
University leading up to a degree. The opinion was
gonerally expressed that the two years' course after
the Intermediate did not produce satisfactory results
and it was the general opinion that a student should
remain in the University for at least three years
before getting an ordinary degrea. The question was
somewhat complicated by the fact that while some
Universities in India regarded the whole courae
after the Mairiculation examination as constituting
University education, in the more recently establi-
ghed nniversities, whioh are generally of a unitary
and teaching character, the Intermediate examina-
tion does not form part of the work of the Univer-
sity and is managed by the High School and
Intermediate Education Board. Consequently such
universities as Lucknow and Aliashabad have only a
two years' courae after the Intermediate for qualify-
ing for the ordinary degree. While there was this
genoral] feeling in favour of extending the university
oourse, after the Intermediate, to three years, the
decided opinion of practically everybody was that the
total length of the course from the primary stage to
the University should not be extended over what it is
at present.. Various proposals were therafore made to
achieve this object and when I threw out in my
speech a comprehensive suggestion about reorganis-
ing the whols educational course it received general
approval, This was embodied in the following re-
polution, which was unanimously aoccepted by the
Conference:— ‘

“ While this Confersnce favours an extension of the
ocourse of study for the degree examinationa over three
yoars instead of two, a3 at present, at the same time it is
strongly of opinion that it would not be desirable to add
one more year to tho ordinary pase degree course, or to
redace the period of stnudy for the degree examination from
four years after the high school atage to three, unless and
until the atandard of instruction in secondary schools is
materially improved; and that, in order that ¢the university
will be able to do better work, it is desirable that the
period of atudy for a university for the pass degree should
be at least three yoars, but the total period of instruotion
of the pupil should not bs increased but ahould be divided
-intodefinite stages of primary and middle, in which stages
education in non-language subjects should be entirely
through the vernaounlar, and higher secondary, in whioh
education in non~-language subjects shall be through the
wernaoular, wherever practicable; and university educa-

tion ; covering five { or four }, four( or five ), thiree, and at
lenst three years, respectively, thers boing a formal ex-
amination atthe end of eaoh stage only - thus avoiding
abuss of too many formal sxaminations; and that, until
this re-organisation is effeated, the total period of study
for the pasa degree should not be reduced to three years
aftor the matriculation from the pressnt four years,”

At present our whole educational system ap-
parently implies that every child joining a primary
school will as a matter of course go on to the uni-
versity and the ocourses are so arranged and the
teaching is so imparted that this is regarded as the
ouly object of education. Asa matter of fact only.
a very smasll percentage of pupils joining a primary
gchool go to the middle stage, a small proportion
of the students of the middie stage go on to the Inter-
mediate oolleges and only a minority of students
passing the Intermediate go on to the university.
The interests of the vast majority of pupils are sacri-
ficed for the very small number wbo do actually go
to the university, It will be generally accepted
that while university eduoation is ‘wary important,
the education of everybody should not be made
subordinate to its needs. The four stagss mentioned
in the resolution ara intended to satisfy the needs
of different olasses of pupils entering on their edu-
cation. Instead of meking each stage as ouly subsi-
diary to the next, it should be the acoepted polioy
that each stage should be. complate in itself and
while it should enable a pupil to enter on the next
stage properly qualified, it should accomplish the
object for which it is intended.

There is ancther importaut point in favour of
such a re-organisation and of having distinot insti-
tutions for each stage., At present in the same in-

-stitution pupils are found who diffar from each other

to a very wide.extent as regards their physioal,
mental and psychological development, The effect
of such inequalily can easily be realised. If every
institution is to have a proper corporate life of its
own, it is very necessary that the pupils in such an
institution should be approximatsly on the eame
level and the establishment of such different kinds
of institutions will allow such equelity among the
pupils to be achieved.

The primary stage should bs catered for by
primary schools estahlished in almost every village.
Itis hoped that at a very oarly date primary education
will be made free and compulsory all over the
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country and the object aimed at in this stage should
be only a proper grounding .4in the three R's. A
pupil passing through this jstage should acquire
effective literacy so that he.will not relapse into
illiteracy on account of inshfficient grounding in
hig school. The Compulsory Primary Education Acts
in most provinces lay down the age limits 6 to11 for
this compulsory stage with the proviso that a pupil
who has completed the course laid down for primary
education before the age of elevem will be excused
" from compulsion. In oneor two provinces thia limit
extonds only over four years and consequently the
resolution mentions an alternative of 5 or 4 years in
this stage. But, it is hoped that all proviness will
sooner or later fall into line on this matterand extend
this stage over 5 yeara as eoon as possible, In this
stage all subjects except Reading, Writing and Arith-
metie should be done mostly in an indireot manner
by means of suitable lessons in their regular reading
books, buf, the principal aim of & complete mastery
of the three R's should not be lost sight of. Subjects
like History, Geography, Health, Nature Study should
be taught mostly in an indirect way. Ordinarily
pupils should not be allowed to continue in a primary
school sfter the age of twelve, and it is mot expected
that pupils will complete the whole course before the
age of nine or fen, As this stage ia intended to apply
"to every child, there is no further need to explain the
objects for which this stage is intended,

After completing the primary course , a conside- i
rable proportion of the pupils will have ordinarily '
- finished their education and wiil take totheir ordinary :
pursuits, but a certain proportion, and it is hoped a !
growing proportion of them, will also go on to the
middle stage. This stage is intended to cater for the
needs of “hoys” and "“girls” as contrasted with °

“ehildren” and should be finished ordinarily at the
age of fifteen, Itshould extend over four years (five
inthe case of those provinecss where the primary
course extends over four years) and its aim shonid be
to provide for persons who will be of a higher calibre
than the mere labourer, like intelligent craftsmen,

substantial cultivators, overseers in faotories andso

on.

The course of studies should include s practical.

knowledge of spoken and written English, with
History, Geography, BElementary Science, Drawing

and Manuel Training as optional subjects. A second
language and elementary Algebra and Geometry may
be provided for. The education in non-language
subjects should be entirely through the vernaocular so
that rapid progress may be made without being handi-
capped by the dificulties of a medium, Pupils success-
fully passing this course should, after a two years’
course in a normal school, be quite cumpetent to serve
as teachers in primary schools. They should also be
competent to take up lower-paid eclerical posts and a
certain number of these schools should provide woea-
tional education of a suitable character. Pupils should
not be allowed to remain in a school of this type
above the age of sixteen and should ordinarily not
be able to conplete the course before fourteon., It is
hoped that at some future time this course also will
be taken by the majority of boys and girls. In

| agricultural or technological colleges.

advanced countries of the West the age of compul-
sion is up to fourteen and its extension up to sixteen
is being constantly advooated. Although in India
such & consummation appears to be far-off, there is no
barm in keeping this ideal before our minds also.
‘While a primary school should as & matter of course
exist in every village with at least 500 population,
in the oase of middle schools the aim should be
to have one such institution in every town of about
5,000 population so that pupila will not have to go
very far from their homes to attend them.

Aftor the pupils have completed their middle
oourse it should be possible for them to enter on
their work of life, but @ certain proportion of them
will naturally wish to go higher, and for such,
higher secondary sechools should be established.
Buch echools will cover normally a pariod of 8 years,
the pupils being between 15 and 18 years of age.
These age limits should not be extended by more
than one year on either gide. This stage is intended
for adolescent boys and girls who desire to receive
education of a higher type. Those who pass out of
such institutions should be able to enter on higher
professional fraining mss in medical, engineering,
The course
of study should provide for various optional subjects,
though it is neither intended nor expected that
every institution should teach all these optional

| subjects. Different institutions should specialise
in different subjects, some laying special
emphagis on subjecis  enecillary to agriculture,

others engineering and technoiogy, others commer-
cial and others purely literary and scientific, Faoi-
lities for vooational training of a higher character
should be provided in euch institutions. The
English language should be properly studied
though still mainly from the practical side, al-
though the pupils shouid be encouraged fo develop
a taste for good literature, The education in non-
language subjsots should as far as practicable be im-
parted through the vernacular, though it is recognised
that this may be occagionally difficult where the,
pupils in the same institution have various verna-
culars.  Pupile passing out of these institutions
should be quite competent, after two years in a
training institution, to act as teachers in middle
gohools. They should be also eligible for posts under
Goverpment and under privats employers requiring
a competent education and posts in the subordinate
and provinoial services should be open to them.
Pupils entering such institutions will generally
belong to what is called the middle class,
though by means of scholarships, eto, intelligent
children of the other classes ghould be given
faoilities for going through this course also. The
course of education in these institutions should ordi-
narily provide for educated leaders in towns and
villages and it is hoped that our future legislatures
will contain people who bave at least completed the
course of education in such institutiong., Sach insti-
tutions should be available at least in each districk
and in every town with a populafion of over 30,000.
There ahould be a formal public examination gt the
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end of this course providing for the various opiional
subjects. The aim in such examinations should be
tosting the thoroughness rather than the extent of the
knowledge required. In the Intermediate Colleges,
as constituted at present in these provinces, there are
two formal examinations, one at the end of the
sssond year aund one at the end of the fourth year,
The present Intermediate Colleges do not provide an:
efficient oorporate life as many of the students in the
last two years come to them quite fresh. The new
class of institution contemplated will keep the student
under its roof for three years “at least and he will be
able to derive full benefit from association with pupils
of approximately his own age.

With these three stages properly organised the
universities should enter on their work., The
excessive mumbers entering universities at present
lead to a lowering of the standard. The universities
should aim at producing highly educated psople and
.should not cater for mere numbers. The university
will have its puapila at least for three yearsin iis
charge and will be able to impress its special. stamp
upon its alumni. For some time at any rate the
university will have to conduct its education through
the medinm of the English language. As it is intended
that the education in non-language subjects in the
proposed higher secondary schools should be in the
warnaculars as far as possible, a certsin amount of
time will be required for the transition from -the
vernacular to English in studying these non-
language subjects; but, if proper attention
is given to the teaching of English: in: the
middle and the higher  seoondary stage,
this transition should be ecapabls of being easily effe-
cted in the course of three or four montks, The three
years at the university should be able to produce wall
educafed men capable of attackiog any new problem
in their special branches of study. In the university,
specialisation should be the aim, while not neglecting
the claims of general oultursl subjects. Bub it is

unnecessary in this place to sﬁ'eak in detail about t'h.ié
stage of education as the objects of university educa~

' tion sre well appreciated though; in the present state

of things, they are not always !'ul_ly attained.

These four stages would apply equally to pupils
of both gexes. I do not contemplste that any diffor

_ence in the course would be required in the first and

the fourth stages, but ih middle schools and in higher
secondary sohools a certain amount of difference,
especially in optional subjects and in subjects of a
vocational nature, will be required. Tt will probably
bs possible at vo distant date to use the same insti-
tutione for both sexes in the primary and the univer-
sity stages while in the middle and the higher secon-
dary stages hormally there should be .separate

. institutions for boys and girls, -

To bring into existence these four. types of dis~
tinotly marked ‘institutions will, it is recognised,

; present several practiosl difficultics. Vested interests
" will have to be brushed aside in order to achieve: a

wall regulated system., A notable and often praise-
worthy ambition of an institution to attain to higher
status may have in some cases to be severely res

| pressed. Each institution should be made as efficient

as possible of its class: Institutions of various kinda
should be provided in sufficient numbers to meet all
requirements and unhealthy competition should be
sternly repressed. Such of the present institutions as
are making praiseworthy but often vain efforts to
keep aip a higher status ghould be. definitely. required
to confine themselvas to the class of work which they
oan efficiently do, while some -others with adequate
resources may be helped to attain a higher status, If
publie opinion strongly supports reorganisation seo
this nature, the authorities in charge of our
educational futura should lose no time in effecting
this re-organisation, for on a properly organised and
effective system of edueation depends the future of

our counfry,

FEDERAL FINANOE & INTER-PROVINOIAL
JEALOUSIES.

T now appears ceriain that the inter-provincial
squabbles, which resulted from the Meston Award
during the last decade, would essily be outsha-

dowed by the new turmoil which has been caused by
the gift of the jute export duty to Bengal. The
vehemence, with which the controversy has been
carried on in the press, on platform and in the legis
slatures, gives food for thought as tothe future of the
proposed Federation and a8 to the nation’s solidarity.
It must be spparent from the talk at Delhi, Bombay
and elsewhere that the Bombay-Bengal controversy
proaniisea to be an ill wind which blows no one any
£00

Issues of this kind are by no means new fo
finance in foreign federations, and particularly in
Canada and Australia the Units of federation have

ment cow ” of the Federal Government. The inde.
<cont scramble for “ doleg ” from the Federal Govern-

ménts in thoge countries is only cne aspect of the
difficult problem of federal finance. In India, as
elsowhere, inter-provincial rivalries now bid fair to
become 8 more or less permanent feature of the
system of financial relations. Moreover, the com-
plexity of the financial issue in.India is by no means
made less complex by the presence. of a number of
semi-autonomous Statee which have developed an

independent scheme of relstions with the Governe-

ment of India based upon ancient. treaties, sanads
and engagements for which they are claiming an
inviolable sanctity. Unfortunately the federal scheme,
which is now on the anvil, is only going to perpe-
tuate the so-oalled “treaty rights” of the States, some

' of which are not onty anachronistie in their spirit,
. but contrary to all the known cannons of. federal

. finance., -
shown whet 8 Canadian representative once charac~ |

toristically described as “ & most calf-like appetite |
for the milking of this one most magnificent govern- |

So far as Bombay is concerned, there are two
main questions to be tackled, viz., that of the diver-
gion of its trade tothe new ports, which are springing
up like: mushrooms on all sides, and secondly, that
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of the uneven burden of Ceantral taxation which it
hae to bear, as compared to her sister Provinces, Both
are typical of the broader problems of the future of
ports in India and of the inter-provineial and federal-
provincial relations as to finance. It is necessary
that these should be settled not in any narrow,
parochial spirit, but with the larger interests of the
country as & whole in view. Indeed, it would ill
‘become a premier provinee like Bomnbay to lead what

would essily develop into an Inter-provincial melee,

which would be all the more deplorable in view of
the coming Federation.

Admittedly, something must be sericusly wrong
with the financial theory of the Government of India
that has given cause for complaints of unfairness on
more than one ocoasion. However, the Government
of India at any rate seem clear in their conscience
as to this transference of jute duty to Bengal. Their
only fault may have been, it is said, that they pre-
cipitated & line of action which was already proposed
by the Round Table Conference committees, but for
the rest they have been true to their financial dogma.
This financial dogma, however, has never been
properly analysed and the criterion of budgetary
deficits, which has been selected by the London
Comruittees and accepted by the Central authorities
for their gifts and endowments, still remains un-
challenged. To the present writer at any rate it is
incomprehensible why & Province, which has notf cuf
its coat according to its cloth and which has chosen
to remain in & state of perpstual budgetary disequili-
brium, should be deemed a fitter recipient of Central
doles than its more careful confreres. At that rate
any Province could play the prodigal and live at
the expense of the Federal Government and other
Provinces, That wouid be an imposgsible situation.

It is necessary, then, to find & more relisble
formula for making these concessions and grants fo
particular Provinoes. Such a formula will be readily
available if we compare the real wealth per head in
the different Units of Federation and use it as a
ocriterion for judging the * necessitousness” of a
partioular Unit. This is the only true fest that can
be applied. For the rest, what a particular Unit has
spent within its area from its own coffers and what
has boeen the degree of taxation are points of amall
fnterest to a third party, because the advantage or
dieadvantage of such operstions would only accrue
40 the people of the Unit concerned and has no bear-
ing upon its relations with other Units or the Centre.
In the collection of such data relating to wealth per
head, I should think the projected economic survey
would be extremely useful.

The other and entirely separate question is that
of the new ports which sre springing up on all
gides—Bhavnagar, Okha, Mumbra, Kundla, Nawa-
nagar, Vizagapatam, Cochin and others. These are
. diverting the trade, both import and export, from the
older ports of Bombay, Earachi, Caleutta and Madras,
The diversion has involved the finances of the
respective port trusts, muniocipalities and Governments
in budgetary difficulties which, unfortunately, have
come ontop of a severa trade depression. The
oountry must indeed be proud of its new wealth of
port facilities, It is also true that the commercial
.community must bave their goods transported in the
cheapest possible manner. Buta costly machinery has
dbeen created in these old ports and investments have
been made whioh must pay their way. You cannot
-serap up all this equipment and start building anew.
Besidos, in the permanent interesta of the country,
underbidding and reduction of dues is a form of cut-
throat competition which must end in the ruin of all
the ports in India.

A check, therefore, will have to be administered

and that too pretty soon to the unhealthy competition
which is growing up between the State ports snd
British Indian ports. As it is, however, the State
ports are relying upon their seonred treaty rights to
protect them from interference. The treaties are by
no means unalterable. Agreements with the Kathia-
war States, for instance, were entered into in 1917
putting their ports on the same basis as British
Indian ports, These wers for some time cancelled in
1923, but again revived. What with the new-found
freedom of the State poris and the admittedly weak
administration of the Viramgam cordon, it has now
bacome necessary to review the whote situstion from
a frosh angle, That the authority to levy customs
should be so soandslously diffused into hands other
than those of the Faderal Government itself is &
principle unheard of in any federation in the world.
This constitutional position will have to be cleared
before any Federation is established in this country,
or at least when the States will be making their
entry into it. The Davidson Committee hava saddled
the future Federal Government with a net burden of
Rs. 1 crore in working out the * debits and credits ™
for the various claimant States. That may be an
excellent carrot to dangle before the State donkey to
entice it into the Federation; but before any final
commitments sre made, the Federal Governmens
must see that it gets an unquestionable right to the
customs of the Indian Empirs,

The Davidson Committee proposed a semi-per-
manent Commission to settle separately in each case
the financial issues between the'Government of India
and the States on the eve of their entry into Federa-
tion. It may be possible to go further and say that
machinery of the kind will not only be necessary
to make such settlements but also to determine the
burdens and benefits to be shared by the various
Provinces aswell. A permanent National Finanoce
Commission might be instituted immediately to the
great advantage of all concerned.

B. P. ADARKAR.

TRADE DEPRESSION AND THE TEXTILE
INDUSTRY—IL *

HE industrianlists are certainly not & set of
people who will unnecessarily and aimlessly

oreate & row about the Japsnese competition
without some ulterior purpose behind it. The truth
is that Japanese competition has recently assumed
a serious menace not to the production of the textile
jndustry but to the rate of profits of the owners of
the industry. Japanese competition has not in the
least hindered the production of cloth as demons-
trated above, but seems to have prevented the Indian
Millowners from piling up enormous profits. Woe
meet with a graphic description of the calamity
from which the industrialists suffer today owing to
Japanese competition in the review of Indian trade.
“ The chief oause of the fall in prices of cotton
piece-goods *’ says the report, “ was the selling of
cotton piece-goods in India by Japan at very low
rates. The very low prices at which Japanese goods
were offered incressed their consumption and the
prices of competing goods of other than Japanese
origin had also to be lowered to kesp pace.” It will
be obvious therefore that the industrialists are indif-
forent sbout the increase in production of cotton
cloth but that they are solely concerned with increa-
sing the rate of profits. The grievance of Indian
Cotton Capital against Japanese competition is that
it has been cruelly deprived by the latter of the

*The firat article appeared in our issue of the 15th inst,
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~opportunity of squeezing the vast population in the

- oouniry by inoreasing the prices of oloth as it had
done during the boom period. A glimpse at the table

+ { Appendix B ) showing the average wholesale prices

" of piece-goods in Bombay will show that the indus-
trialists had increased the prices of cloth by mnearly

- 300 per oent. It must be realised that blood ties sount
less than nothing where profits are concerned, The
primary and the sole consideration of oapital, whe-
ther at home or outside, is more profits,

That those who run the industries for profits
only and not for satisfying the needs of the com-
munity should claim that the stream of profits should

- flow into their coffers incessantly and unhampered
.88 a oondition precedent to the production of the
necessities of the community is intelligible. But it
is difficult to understand why persons who are not
- directly intersated in the profits of the possessors of
the means of production shoulqd tacitly and naively
-acceph that claim, acquiesce in the position that the
Jimmediate needs of the community should naturally
remain uneatisfied for want of commodities if their
production does not yield profits to the industrialists,
. and condone and justify the measures adopted by them
for shifting the load of trade depression to the should-
_ers of the poor toilers which resulis in mass misery
and degradation as regrettable necessities and the in-
- @vitable price for getting rid of it The industria-
lists are seen clamouring hoarsely for the creation of
--oonditions favourable for trade revival. They demand
that an ali-round reduction in wages should be
«ffected and higher tariff introduced. It is there-
fore necegsary to examine whether the measures
. suggested by them are likely to oure the disease and
~eliminate the cause of trade depression which I have
-olearly illustrated to be the low purchasing power
of the people.

The capacity of the masses of the people in n
-country to obtain food, elothes, housing and all other
neceasaries and comforts of life is entirely regulated
by two fact.ors, viz their earning and prices, That when
earnings rise or prices fall an increased “offeotive”
demand is created for goods cdnsumed by the masses
:.and the production of the necessaries of life is stimu.
lated, are facts which are admitted by financiers,
- industrialists and their sconomists. An inoreass in the
purchasing power of the masses can alone stimulate
produetion and in the absence of produetion’ profit
-ceages. But what is most stupefying is the demand
of the industrialists to reduce directly the earnings
~of the masses in order to tide over trade depression
which will result only in preventing the masses
from obtaining more commodities. For the readers
-do not require to be told at length what will be the
--effect of & wage out on the purchasing powaer of the
. masses. How ia 1t conceivable that we can ever es-
cspe trade depression by further reducing the pur-

. chasfng cspa.clt:y 9f the masses when their low pur-
- ohasing power is its real cause ? The impoverished
masses cannot buy back the goods they produce in
w!:uc.h case the only slternative open to the indus-

- trialists is either to allow them to rot in their ware-
houses or dal.ibera.tely to destroy them. The appli-

- cation of this suggested remedy will knoek the
bottor.q out of the home market. The policy of wage
-reduct:o_n as aremedy for trade depression breeds fatal
- contradictions. The industrialists impoverish the
maeses in order to exact their toll of profit but

- at the same time try to sell them more manufactured
goods, The  masses are oo poor to consume, Con.
sequently prices go lower and lower and the wages of
the workers are reduced still further in order to
--oheapen the goods and get profit. This vicious eircle
-goes on 8nd will continue until & perious deadlock
~8ppears on the scens followed by a terrible oragh. It

will be a digression to illustrate how a wage out im
one industry will lead to an attack on the wages of
the workers of the other industries and will ultimate-
ly result in decreasing the purchasing capacity of
the whole mass of population, Industries can have
no isolated existence. They are very Intimately
and closely interrelated snd interlocked. It will
be interesting to notice why the industrialists are sa
much enamoured of wage reduction as & measure to
mest trade depression. *Wage reduction helps
them to transfer their burden' to the shoulders
of the masses of the population, This transfer
.deludes the naive into the belief that trade
depression has disappeared and that thougl_a the
measzure of wage reduction involves ir;econcllablo'
contradiotions it might be ouring the disease some-
how mysteriously. What really happens is that
trade depression does not disappear but only changes
its scene of action. It takes hold of the weaker
victim offered by the industrialists for being
sacrificed. It is sure to reappear againin greater
rigour as wage reduction does not eliminate the
cauge of the disease. On the contrary the disease
becomes ohronic snd worse. The claim of the
industrialists that this remedy of trade depression is
efficacious in golving the problem of trade depression
is grotesque and illogical.

The Cotton Capital in the country wants to seize
the weapon of tariffs to make war on the enemy-
without, The slogan of war with a foreign enemy
blinds many of us to the real situation, sidetracks
our attention and paralyses our power for finding out
the correct solution., No arguments are necessary
to explode the theory that tariffs help the nation to
tide over trade depression. The readers have only
to look around for being oconvinced that it is
only a quack remedy. If tariffs help to solve econo-
mic crisis, stimulate production and reduce.
unemployment why is it that economic collapse
and mass unemployment are common fo every
capitalist country, whether it adopts the polioy of free-
trade of protestion? The different countriesin the
world are raising their tariff walls and yet never was
there s0 much machinery lying idle and so many
wmillions of workers thrown onthe streets. Amerion
the most elaboratesystem of tariff in the world and
yet it has not escaped the grip of trade depression.
The figure of unemployment on the contrary is at
present the highest that ever was. Protection cannot
cause trade depression to melt away as it is & remedy”
which not only leaves the main cause of trade depre~
gsion severely alone but helps the disease to develop
rapidly.

Les us briefly study what would bave been the
effects on the textile trade in the country if the protec~
tion that was baing asked for by the indusfrialists had
been granted in 1931-32. Supposing that their most
sanguine expesctations had been fulfilled, they would
have at best besn able to keep out foreign compeiitors
and would have had the home market under their
control. But it would be a fallacy if we were to jump
to the oconclusion that the Indian textile industry
would have been required .to produce 776 million
yards of eloth to replace the import of foreign cloth
in that year. If prices rise the masses cannot buy as
they do before the rise in prices and obviously less
goods are required in the market. The total consump-
tion of cloth under those circumstances wouid have
certainly been much less than 3467 million yards of
cloth.- As a direct consequence of protection the price
of cloth would have naturally risen and the demand
for cloth would have deoreased, Rise in prices
ia inherent in tariffs and they therefore ecannot in-

crease the consumption of ocommoditiea but on the
contrary resuit in decreasing it. By raising the price
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of commodities, tariffs in effect reduce the purchasing
power of the population. Tt is not necessary fo em-
phasise how absurd it is to indulge in the belief
that the remedy which decreases the purchasing
power of the masses is likely to be efficacicus in
solving the economie erizis. It is also unnecessary to
ropent at length the arguments to show how tariffs
only result in deepening the erisis and the indus-
trislists are charmed with them as they render it
possible for them to shift the crushing load of trade
depression to the heads of the ‘workers.

I want the readers to grasp the full significance
- of the demand for protection of the industrialists and

those who- support them. The misery of the
toiling millions in the ecountry Dbaffles &ll
description. I do mnot at all take into

monsideration the: possibility of the industrialiets
raising the prices of cloth enormously for fulfilling
their insatiable desire for profits but will base my
observations on the assumption that they will not
utilise this opportunity beyond availing them-
solves of the advantage which protection paturslly
concedes,. The readers can have some rough ides
of the wretched condition of the masses by glanc-
ing at the table ( Appendix C) which gives the
figures of mill oloth available for consump-
tion per individual per year in the country since
1913-14. The remedy: of tariffs means in simple
torms that those who approve of it desire that the vast
mass of population in the country may nol have even
tbat much rag of cloth to cover their bodies which at
present they oan manage to hava,
. who dares to suggest that what they have is enough ?
The demand therefore amounts to this that the num-

ber of naked people in the country may incresse and |

those who have just enough to cover their bodies may

reduce it to the minimum and may rest content with |
only a piece of loin cloth., Can we conceive a more |

preposterous and inhuman proposal ? These consi-
derations may not-defer those who advocate that the
sole aim and @bject of production of commodities is
not the economie welfare of the community but the
earning of profits snd the accumulation of capital by

the fow industrialists and would even justify the
destruction of the necessaries of life for the attain. .

ment of their objective from making even more pre-
poeterous and more inhumsn proposals.

dustrialists thinking that these are regrettable necessi-
ties and labouring under the impression that the only
alternative to them would bé that most of us would
have to go naked.
consider whether it is reasonable to suppose that in a
country in which within a dquarter of a century
astounding progress in the method of production of
cloth has taken place and the potential capacity for
produeing cloth has inereased enormously, the only

aiternative to protection c¢an possibly be all people

going without cloth,

Capitelism is a medley of conflicting interests,
Only & brief reference will show the. contradiotion
that will arise out of the polioy of protection, If
Japsn is hit by protection, the Japanese industrialists
wili surely retaliate and there is another set of capi-
talists who deal in cotton and will be howling hoar-
sely us peing hit by trade,

The fact that the remedies of wage reductions
and tariff walls which are perpetually suggested by
the industrialists &ssolutions for trade depression

have »r been tried and have proved unsuccessful a |

thoueand timesoverall over the vgorld istheirsufficient
condemnation and shows up their worthless character.

These remedies only result in rendering a ghastly |

gituation more hideous. It may be asked: why do

Is there any one.

But there |
must be some who support such demands of the in-

I would like to appeal to them to |

the fndustrialisfs embark on & policy which will-

make matters worse instead of better § The answer iss.
that they are led to adopt that course for the same.

reason that & dying man will shange his medieine in-
sheer desperation and a drowning man will catch at

a.gtraw, The capitalista blinded by the grab for
profits are heading towards destruotion. These reme-
dies render the lives of millions of men, women and

children more destitute, wretched and miserable. An

economic system that flourishes upon the seorst-
muleting of the masses of mankind and is sustained

upon it might be an institution for the benefit of a.
small olaes of people but cannot be a syastem that je
reconcilable with the perpetuation in comfort of the-
human species upon the face of the earth.
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APPENDIX B,

Average whole-sale prices of piecegoods

produced by Bombay mills,

PIECEGOODS.
Year.
Long oloth [ Tabie cloth | Chaddars

o As. As, As,
1905 938 936 930
1906 946 945 938
1908 2¢] 9% 813
1910 913 8% 9k
1912 1014 10§ 9%
1914 91 944 9.5
1915 9% 87 875
1916 1 113 1 104
1917 172 L 165 1443
1918 291 I 268 253

1
1939 28% l 2Ury 243
i

1950 L %91 r 27 27y
1921 | 2By 243 2
1922 251y | s 233
1923 213 f 1513 1934
e o b e 204
1923 ©o19t 5 1844, 151

Flgures of mill cloth available for consumption

APPENDIX C,

per individual per year,

Year.
1913—14
1914—15
1915—16
1916—17
1917--18
1918—19
1919—20
19%0—21
1921—22
192223
1923—24
1924—35
1925—26
1926—27

1927 =28

192829
1923—30
1930-- 51
1931~-32

Per Capita.

8. V. PARULEKAR,
{ Concluded, ) .

12 98
1064
1047
965
&84
733
741
885
794
¥ 45
932
1084
985
1134
1233
1082
12:€0
904
984
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Oy @nndmx Fetter,

(BY AIR MAIL.)

( From Our Corrsspondent. )
London, March 16.

A CONTRAST IN ATTITUDE. '

R7EDNESDAY'S Times contains two letters (onhe
W of which is duplicated in the Manchester Guar-

dian ) relating to the Indian reforms, which
ata in etriking contrast with each cther. The one
bears the signatures of Mr, F, W. Pethick-Lawrence,
Sir Francis Younghusband, Lord Dickinson, Lord
Allen of Hurtwood, Lady Layton, Dr. A, Maude
Royden, Lady Frances Stewart, the Dean of Canter-
bury, Canons Tissington Tatlow, W. E. S. Holland,
and A, W, Davies, Principal A. E. Garvie, Mr, Carl
Heath,and Mr. G, P. Gooch. It directs attention to
the fact thaf whilst in this couniry the controversy
on Indian constitutional reform is ordinarily consi~
dered to stand as between the supporters and the
opponents of the White Paper proposals, it is forgot-
ten that there has come from Indiaa volume of serious
and constructive oriticism of those proposala deserv-
ing of the most oareful consideration of the British
public. This criticism, the writers point out, is
contained in such authoritative documents as the two
Memoranda now under oconsideration, among other
matters, by the Joint Select Committee, submitted by
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and his three colleagues and by
the British Indian delegation, respectively. The
jetter does not for obvious reasons reproduce the
detailed proposals contained in these Memorands, but
contents itself with defining, in the words of the sub-
gcribers to the Memoranda, the purposes which they
desire to achisve, and points out to the publio that
the Memoranda can be eaaily and cheaply obtained

‘from the Stationery Office for more careful and ela-

borate study by those who should be interested in
learning at first-hand the mnature of and the reasons
for the viewa held by responsible, representative, co-
operative Indian lemders in regard to the official
congtitutional proposals, The signatoriss conclude
by commenting that, the Memoranda“ provide the
key to muchb that is cbscure inthe preszent political
gituation in India, It seems to us, therafore, oppor-
tune once more to draw attention to them, so that the
public here may the better appraise the importance of
the coriticism of certain significant details of the
White Paper proposala that has already been put
forward in anticipation of the Joint SelectCommittee’s
roport, and by which the recommendations of that
report and the subsequent Bill ere likely to be judged
in India.” I understand that the credit for the publi-
eation of this letter was primarily with the Indian
Conciliation Group.

The sacond letter was slmost to be expecked so
soon &s the diehard slement had got to work on Lord
Brabourne’s speech. It is signed by Sir Reginald
Mitchell-Banks, an old opponent of Indian reform,
and abaker’'s dozen of his colleagues in the Housa of
Commons, and isa protest not only against suoch
general sentiments as those contained in the Viceroy's
and the Governors’ speeches over the heads of
Parliament, in general support of the White Paper
propossls, but also against the official disapprobation
of diehard activities, in opposition to the White
Paper proposalse, whilst they are sub-judice with
the Joint Select Committee. The signatories
consider it derogatory to the dignity of the .
Imperial Parliament that officials, however high-
ly placed, should presume to anticipate its degi~ °
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sions, “Our sense of loyalty and obedience to our
leaders has been, in our opinion, deplorably abused ;
and we run the risk that unless we, too, ‘come out
into the open,” we shall be committed ( against our
will ) by official pronouncements, which, it will be
assumed, commanded our approbation eince we kept
silence when they were made.” The last passage
appeara to be obviously an atitack upon Mr, Baldwin
and more than a hint that a section of the Conserva-
tive Party, known to be generally hostile to the
reforms, but hithertc remaining quiet, will now
openly support the Churchill faction, Yesterday,
" however, another Tory M. P., Mr, R. Croom Johnson,
entered a protest against his fellow members® atti-
tude, and poinfs out that Mr, Baldwin has done noth-
ing to deserve the censure, since he has given an
explioit promise that after the issue of the Report of
the Belect Committes, and befors introducing the
Bill, an opportunity will be given to the Conserva-
tive Party to consult together on the whole matter.
It is to be expected, however, that as the time comes
nearer to the necesssity for taking practical sction
on the question of constitutional reform for Indis, &li
those with a common interest in thwarting any
serious proposals for that end will band themselves
-close together, regardless of alleged loyslty to the
avowed policy and principles of the National

Government. This union among reactionaries and -

vested interests is considerably less common than
among the votaries of progress, and ohe ought not to
be unduly surprised wt such a nefasrious eoslition.

MAHATMA GANDHI AND POLITICS.

Mr. W, N. Ewer writes an interesting article in
the Damly Herald explaining why Mahaima
Gandhi has left politiecs, He considers, whether
rightly or wrongly, that“the Gandhi era of Indian
nationalism is over, and the leadership passes to men
of the typa of Nehru and Bose. That at any rate makes
for clarificetion. They think and speak in terma
that the Western mind can understand.” I am afraid
that Mr. Gandhi has created the impression upon
most people that he speaks a langnage whose mean-
ing is clear as orystel to himself but ia incomprehen-
gible to every one else except a small personal group
or else the uneducated people of his own ocountry to
whom he stands rather as & symbol of holiness ¢han
as a politicnl leader. After all they may be right,

LORD WOLMER ON INDIA.

When Lord Sslbourne presided over the Joint
Select Committee at the time of the Montsgu-Chelms-
ford reforms, he was not regarded sa m particularly
progressive member of the Tory Party. His eon,
Lord Wolmer, i8 even more reactionary, In a recent
address fo the City Carlton Club, where he had most
congenial surroundings, he bewailed the fact that
Congervative Party principles were being consisgten-
tly sacrificed. In particular he denounced the
Government’s India policy as having no mandate
from the electors of this eountry or from the great
“inarticulate masges” of India. What the Tory Party
would do if they could not drag in this well-worn
phrase, who can sy ? Similarly, Lord Carson, than
whom no truer diehard lives to-day (in comparison
his old lieutenant Mr. Winston Churchill is almost
a Libersl ), considers that the Government’s India
policy is a clear betrayal of British interests, and
that the so-called safegumrds, as in the case of the
Trish Free State, are a8 snare and a delusion, Sir
Henry Page-Croft makes an exocellent third in this
trinity of last-ditchers. He sasks in to-day’s Daily
Mail *shall Britain quit India ¥” He appears to be
quite oblivious .of the fact that in the opinion of
ocompetent Indians the present proposals do not bear
" -&he slightest indication in the affirmative,

EARTHQUAKE RELIEF IN BIHAR. i
To-day’s Times, in announcing that approxime-.
tely £47,000 has been received at the Mansion House-
for the Lord Mayor's Indian Earthquake Fund,,
independently of sums that have been contributed
direct to the Viceroy's Fund or through the High
Commissioner’s Office, or that are being raised in the .
Provinces, warns the public that the present contri-.
bution is infinitesimal in relation to the need, as the
reconstruction of the devastated ares in Behar ia.
authoritatively estimated to require an expenditure of
over £20,000,000 sterling, A timely warning of this.
kind should be useful in reminding people that for
& long time to come the needs of the distressed area
will be & first oall upon the generous instincts of the
British people. Dr. Gilbert Slater in & letter to the .
Manchester Guardian has suggested that in the in- {
terests of human solidarity, as an expression of the
Christian spirit and as a stimulus to the oharitable ;
sentiments of the publie, the British Treasury should i
announoce & pound for pound contribution similar to §
that which the Treasury undertook to make in ;
connection with the purchase of the Siniai Code,

Owr Lulinmentary  Lether.

{From Our Qwn Qorrespondent, )
New Delhi, Maroh 25.

FINANCE BILL.

HE whole of the last week was devoted to the-
consideration of the Financae Bill, and even the

second reading is not yet completed as there has.
been & formidable list of amendments to be gone
through. On the first reading memberes veniilated
their grievances ranging from a reduction of freigh
rata on rice to the alleged ill-treatment of respectabl
persons by the troops in the Midnapore Distriot.’
Mr. Millar claimed that Burma stood in,
ns great & need of financial mssistance as Bengal,;
and appraised the Flouse of the keen feclings of}
the Burmese in the demaud of half the export duty .
on rico. He warned Government that if the Govern-
ment of India did not accede to the demand Burmans J
would thiok §hat Indin regarded Burma as the miloh ;
cow of India. Mr. Jadhav pleaded for the revision:
of the Company Law in India and characterised the-
rise in the book-post charge ss a tax on knowledge..
Sheth Haiji Abdulla Harcon put forward- the Muslim.
demand for the creation of an sutonomous provinoe-
of Bsluchistan, Sir Hari Singh Gour bitterly com--
plained that abnormal taxation had been resorted to
by the Government of Indis for the last fourteen
years and had reached the formidable level of 50-
crores—s matter for serious consideration when
the country’s income had been going down, He
thought that they should have carried deficits over
rather than have resorted to such high taxation. He
again put forwsrd a plea for the reorganization of
the services on a cheaper basis. Dr. Ziauddin drew
the attention of the Government to increased
unemployment smong the educated, whom he
termed as a factory product without the necessary
arrangement for its absorption. He wanted the
Government to seriously tackle the problem and
overhaul the present system of education, wliich ]15-.
been quite unsuited to the needs of the situation.
Mr. Vidys Ssgar Pandya complained that there
seemed to be an epidemic of Committess ansi Commis-
gions, and Government did nothing to implement
their recommendations, Mr. 8. C. Mitra took the
opportunity to ventilate the grievances of the people
in the Midnapore District regarding alleged ill-treat-
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ient by the troops stationed thers, He narrated a
nmber of incidents in which respectable persons
rd sometimes the women also were molested,
)egarding the detenus he asked the Government to
pvise some menvs to briog them round to the con-
itutional methods, rather than keep them indefini-
ly under restraint, The Home Member Sir Harry
aig replied, the next day, to the allegations against
i@ allegod excesses, He disputed the authenticity of
@ facts oited by Mr. Mitra, as they were on a
revions ooccasion found to be distorted out of all
icogmition when the Government of Bengal had
ade an jnquiry into them. It seemed to him that a
unpaign of misrepresentation had been started.
le explained the function of the troops employedin
it distriot and asserted that splendid results had
sen achieved by their presence and the situation had
reatly improved. Mr. Mitra, while speaking about
te detenus had said that the spirit of patriotism
1woe kindled could not be killed by repression,
- which Sir Harry Haig gave a crushing reply.
o asked a straight question $o Mr. Mitra whether
e cult of political murder was patriotism and
hether Bengal alone had a monopoly of patriot-
m. Government was faced with this peculiar
‘oblem in Bengal and what they were out for was
e stamping out of this ocult. Amnesty they
ad tried, but it was of no avail. They had to make
.em realise that force would not succeed.

Sir Cowasji Jehangir put forward Bombay's
ymplaint regarding the diversion of her trade and
.geested that the Central Government should make
od the loss the Bombay Government and the
ombay Corporation suffered by removing the Town
uty on Cotton, as Bombay had made herculean
forts to make both ends meet by raising taxation to
e limit. Heshowed that Bombay alone had brought
'wn the establishment bill to the level of that in
"4 and that in trying to maintain a balanced
tdget the incidence of taxation per head had been
ghest in India. Sir George Schuster however could
ve the only consolation of allowing the Bombay
orporation $o postpone the debt redemption pro-
sion which amounted to nine lakhs—small merey
* which Sir Cowasji thanked him. The Finance
.etpber replying to the debate claimed that in
ving Bengal half the export duty on jute, he had
erely followed the White Paper plan and brought
@ day nearer when other provineial Governments
nld look forward to a share from the Income-Tax,
@ repudiated the suggestion that the law of
minishing returns had been in operation during the
8t two or thres years in regard to the taxation
1tles.and.chsllenged the members to prove thata
duction in any duty would give them a larger
turn, He asked the membars to disabuse their
inds of the idea that the Central Governmert had
ore elastio gources of revenue. They were in fact
lch a8 wers lisble to be affected seriousiy by
'pression a8 had been amply shown in recent ¥ Oars,
overnment'’s non-tax revenue had also gone down
om Rg, 30 to Rs. 514 crores in the last ten years, Ho
moluded by telling the Houss that the Central
'overnment also had brought down their net
tpenditure from Rs, 93 to Rs.76 erores,a performance
'bich had no equs} in the provinces,

. SALT TAX,

During the second reading a number of amend-
lents were moved by Mr, Amarnath Dutt to lower
1 £aX, which has become a hardy annual but they
1 failed one after another. Division was once
aimed to record their protest against the high tax,

IMPORT DUTY ON ToBACCO.

. The reduction of import duty on tobaceo
vised the important question of the prgtection of the

indigenous industry. Mr. Maswood Ahmed olaimed
that a reduction of duty on imported cigarettes would
badly affect the home industry, Mr. Hardy explained
that owing to the high duty on imported oigarettes,
its jmportation had stopped and Government suffered
a loss of revenue, Government would gain abouta
orore and a half by the alteration proposed, but at the
same time admitted that it would lead to a setback to
the indigenousindustry-a statement which was presced
to advantage by Sir Cowasji Jehangir, who said that
the old duty had the distinot advantage of setting up
factories in new fields and QGovernment would
be ill advised to lower it now. After an informal con-
sultation of the representatives with the Finance
Maember an agreed solution was arrived at, which
was later adopted In the open session of the Assem-
bly. The Finance Member admitted that the new
proposal was betfer than his own.

EXroRrRT DUTY ON HIDES,

The proposed abolition of the export duty on
hides brought into play provinoial jealousies, Madras
represontatives defended the export duty, represe-
ntatives of Bengal Bihar and U. P. supported
the abolition. Mr. Vidyasagar Pandya mo-
ved for the deletion of the olause removing the
export duty. He contended that the abolition
would practically kill the indigenous induséry,
which had fiourished in Madras and other paris of
Indis. It had provided employment for thres mil-
lions of people and the fall in export was due to the
general trade slump. He suggested that the right
course would have been to impose a high duty to
protect the indutry. Mer. Wilayatullah and Mr.
Sadiq Haean thought that the abolition would accsle-
rate the export. Mr. James from Madras showed that
the Hide Cess Inquiry Committee had Jaid down that
the tanning industry was a key industry and should
ba encouraged. Diwan Bshadur Mudaliar waa
surprised to find that no indication had been given
before that the duty would be taken away and it would:
deal a death-blow to an important industry from on
industial and military point of view. Dr. Ziauddin
opposed ‘the amendment on the ground that it un-
neceosssrily increased the price leading to wastage of
surplus hides, even a fraction of which would not be
consumed by the tanning industry. Sir Joseph Bhore
defended the action of the Government on the ground
that exports had fallen in recent years very consider-
ably, and BEuropean markets were very highly com-
petitive; even a small increase in the price was bound
to affect their sales, He admitted that tanning was an
important industry, but he failed to understand what
Govenment could do when the industry itself had not
made out a cass for profection when Government
bad thrice asked it to put it up before the Tariff
Board, After Bir Gaeorge had explained the necegeity
of its abolition the amendment was defeated.

POSTAGE RATES.

There were s number of amendments to the
proposed alteration in the postage rates, all of which
wera defeated one after another. There are stiil
some more to be disposed of, Every time a change
was suggested in the form of an amendment moved,
quick came the reply from the Member in charge,
Sir Frank  Noyoce, ‘that the department would
suffer by the proposed change in the Government’s
proposals. The deficits thus cited ranged from some
lakhs to a orore and a hslf in one case and Govern-
ment were not in m position to luse so much in the
days of such financial stringency. Although there
are some amendmenits etill to be oconsidered,
they will obviously share the same fats as the others
have done.
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EARTHQUAKE RELIEF IN BIHAR.

SERVANTS OF INDIA BQCIETY'S ACTIVITIES.

My. G, K, Devadhar and Pandit H. N. Runzru,
President and Vice-President .respectively of the Ser«
vants of India Sociely, recently spent q few daysin Bihar
studiyting the earthquake silualion on the spot. In the
course of a slatemend giving the impressions of Ins visit,
Mr. Devadhar says ~—

HE people are full of hope that both the Govern-
ment and the rest of the country would come to

their rescue and would give them "such help as
would go a great way in restoring the normal life of
the Province. The great response made by the
country as a whole to the Viceroy’s appeal as also to
the appeal made by Babu Rajendra Prasad and of
the several other important organisations, about =
dozen of them, now working in the field has put
great cheer and encouragement in the minds of the
broken-hearted people. The illustrated brochure
styled “Devastated Bihar” issued by the Bihar
Central Relief Committee, which is now the principsl
rnon-official agency with large public funds ab its
disposal and wbhich is now going to be register-
ed under the Soociecties Act, makes mention of sbout
74 small and big organisations that ran to the help
of their countrymen as soon as the dreadful news
flashed over the country soon sfter the earthguake.
These organisationg have given in the first moments
of the calamity the necessary assistance to the people
as they approached them without any definite plan,
which is generally not possible on such oecasions at
the commencement. But now that the second stage
of the preliminary relief has been reached with the
help of funds eollected for gratuitous relief, it is
time to think of relief of a permansnt nature,

Soon after the dreadful occurrence of the earth-
quake the Upper India Branch of the Servants of In-
dia Society spared Pandit Shri Ram Bajpai for work
in the affected areas of Bihar preferably to assist
any other non-official organisation already working
in the field, After baving met some of thern Mr.
Bajpai was advised to open an independent centre of
work at Muzaffarpur and its neighbourhood for the
kind of work that was immediately needed. The
folowing would be some of the forms of relief so far
undertaken by Mr. Bajpai and his volunteers :—

1. Distribution of a large quantity of new and
old clothes collected with the help of the Seva Bami-

. ti Boy Scouts from all over India.
2. To help the people for restarting bheir ruined
frades, '

3. Construction of temporary huts for those
who were without shelter.

" 4. Supply of direction to the Marwadi Relief
Society and co-ordination of activities undertaken
by some of the non-official agencies in that area at
present,

5, Introduction of some standardized printed
forms for the use of the latter body and later on
adopted by the other soecieties.

6. Supply of free engineering advice relating tc
repairs to damaged houses and estimates for con-
structing semi-permanent structures.

Mzr. Bajpai bas been advised to get some of the
local young volunteers trained to cope with the
situation that might be created in case there were
terrible floods during the monsoons. And conse-
quently we found Mr. Bajpai ready to train his
young band of volunteers, whose ranks grow soon,
in the art of swimming, rowing and doing the rescue
work in the flooded areas. The work also will in-
colude instruction in first sid, home nursing, signal-

ling by various methods and training in the con-
struction of temporary bridges and pioneering work
of that nature. ‘

But what has appesaled to the people ass I noticed
from my talks with several of them at Muzaffarpur is-
the plan of establishing colonies of a self-con-
tained nature for people dispossessed of their houses -
settled in more or less semi-permanent structures with
all the social amenities such as schools, gymnasia,
libraries, reading rooms, a common guest house,
dispensary—Unani and Ayurvedic—and a emall
meeting place like &8 Community Hall for meetings
and playlets including Ladies’ Recreation Clubs.

At present one such oolony is planned and is ¢
nearing completion on a plot of ground placed at Mr,
Bajpai’s disposal by the Municipality and it is fur.*
ther suggested that the same should ba established on *
a oco-operative basis getting it registered under the !
Co-operative Societies Act. And it is believed that :
such a form of relief at the present stage will appeal J
to a large number of people of modest means provided :
they are enabled both by the Government and the
local bodies to secure suitable sites and loans through 1
co-operative societier at & low rate of interest so as .
to enable them to become ultimately the owners of j
these properties. This is a matter for propaganda.
and I have no doubt that the Co-operative Depart.4
ment and the several co-operative firancing sgenoies
will do their best to promote this form of relief of a.
self-reliant character with the help of loans from;
Government s is the case.in the Bombay Presidency.?

Among the various items of relief which the;
Servants of India Society would like to carry on in
the future based upon the experience of such work_ in
other azeas inthe past wouldbe in the direction
of promoting the ides of getting model villages star
od on higher ground wherever necessary and mor
or less with the help of & coc-operstive society or a%
loral Panchayat if there be one in the village. Should.
the Province be threatened with scarcity of food and
fodder owing to regular floods or famine as it is.
foared it may be, the Sooiety would like to start
relief along recognised methods of charity lik
cheap grain shops and fodder shops and distribution
of medicines.

Moreover, it is expected that both townspeopl
as well as villagers would like to receive advice andy
help for reconstructing their damaged houges fort
which the Society's centre has fortunately secured.
the honorary services of Mr. P, N. Zutshi with Eng+
lish qualifications and degrees in Engineering, And
it may necessary to start some other work by way of
taking charge of orphan children or pelpless widows:
in need of training, for which there is an offer recei-
ved from the Secretary of the Delhi Seva Badan who

" has told me that he would be willing to receive such

needy pecple in the Seva Sadan Home a¢ Delhi, From;
my owa experience of the Poona Seva Sadan 1 may
aleo say that even other institutions outside would:
not iag behind to extend & helping hand to the Pro4
vinee of Bihar in giving relief to its stricken people!g
in this partioular direction. . .
Mr. Devadhar concludes his review of the situas
tion with an appesl for funds for the work which the
Sooiety would like to carry on along specific linesy
some of which are noted above. ]
Contributions may be sent, if necessary earmars
ked for various purposes, to (1) Seqretary, Servants og
Tndia Society, Poons, (2) Pandit H. N. Kunzrm,
Servauts of India Society, Allahabad, or (_3) Pa.ndxg
Shri Ram Bajpsi, Servants of India Relief Camp
Muzaffarpur, Bihar and Orissa. ‘
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