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&opics of the a¥eck.

Seme Sense of Realities.

1IN their letter declining to attend the ATl-Prrtjes”
M A Ayeeri apd Mr Assf AN have reeapitulsted
some very excellent eanoms of polities The sopstitot-
iop for Indin shomld bo based om the will of the Indian
poopla and skonld mot be Tmposed by the British;
& copstitntion based om self-determivation has the
practics] advantage of the willing so-operation of the
people and those who pay for the machinery of the son-
stitotion ehonid ave the right to eontrol it, In virtne
af these admirable principles they suggest thaf, in
the firet instanee, an electorste ot lemst domble the
wize of gt resommended by the Lothein QCommities
shonld be ereated and thet, snhsequently, this enlsrged
elentorate shonld elont representatives who would
frasoe = constitution for Indim, which the RBritish
Govermment shonld enact. Nothing eonld be mare
idend snd mare sutisfying, at suy rste te India

But is it practicabls st the present time ¥ Megsra.

.}qsminndﬁmf.&lihamno donbt in the matter end
It % becsnse the All-Parties® Conferenes did not pro-
pose o discmss such a propositiop that they fennd i
useless o attend it “ Even now,” they said, “ there
18 time for sehisving thie result™ If ever smch =
plan had any chanoe of smooess, & was when the
1ebour Governmest was in office snd Lord Irwin
sunounced the Ronpd Table Conference and invited
opimions & to how fhe Conference chonld be consti-
toted But af that time mo soch snggestion was
mﬁ!_:mhn]]ymnﬂe. Now when the Government of
Indin under Bir Bammnal Homre bas become Hitlerite

in s tempo, end the prestige of the Conaress is wery

iow, it s idle ip dremwm of self-determination,

.. Pandit Jawsherisl also made s similar Bugpes-
tion but he edmitted at once thet st the moment it

was impossible 1e carry outihe plan. An mnofficial

effort, thomgh not exactly on fhe same smlg and plan,

wae made when the Indian National Congreas based
| itself on the four-anna and the yern franchises and
1 constituted the Nehra Committee, But that Repmt
was thrown overbosrd by the Conpress itself in a
fit of vexation. The Mnslims wounid not spprove of
jt. Do Mespra, Anssriand Asaf Ali entertain any
hopes thai = fresh eflort af this lime hes any ohances
of success? Ifso, let them take the initiative and
get & move on,

Perhapes these friends do »ot contemplate ma un-
official wowve bot an officie] one. Ie # sericusly eon-
$emplated that Bir Semuel Hoare could be persuaded
to emlarge in the first instance the electarate to double
the size Tecommended by the Lothain Commmities,
convoke a constitnent assembly and sommissiom it
to draw up a ponstitution for Indie and agree to put
it thromgh the Brirish Parlinment? Well, well

- * -

Sir Frederick Sykes en the White Paper.

REUTER hss obligingly acquainted vs with the
renction of Sir Frederick Sykes, the ex-Governor of
Bombay, $o the White Paper. His views even by
themsel ves sye no donit entitled to weight; but for
us they have interest mare particularly ss an indi-
cation of the direction in which the wind of British
opinion is blowing in matters Indian. Naturally he
restriets his attention to Bombey sbout which his
L knowledge is, comparatively speaking, both recent and
iniimate, For Bambay be emiphasises the need of a
bicamernl legislature from the beginning of its careex
ae 81 spioncmons proviree. It is not clear from the
eabled summery of his views if he would like this
1o be aceompsnisd by the curtailment of ary of the
wids overriding powers which it is eontemrlated
undar the ovustitutiomal propaeals fo vest in the
Governors. That st any rate was how the mind of
the Bombay Government was working in years gone
by. Much of constitntional imporiance has happened
ginoe then, with &1) of which we need not concern
ourseives. .All that is necessary to note is that the
Bimos Commission was wunable 1o meke wp its
mind or the subject of provincial second chambers
while the despatch of the Government eof India
on the Commission’s report recommended ftheir
being set wp only im three provinces which did
pot inclode Bombay. The White Fsaper tco closely
follows the lines of the despatch ; but Bir Frederick
Eykes a8 8 100 per cent. Conservative spparently
wants a1l provinces, thongh he is careful to mention
Bombsy alone, to be saddled with npper honses | ANl
that we oBn pay is that if that is his view, ho has
misjodged public opinion im this presidency and his
five years’ asgociation with it has mot enabled him
{0 gee the wood for trees.

He slse expressed his prefersvoe for indirect as
ageinst direct election to the OCentral Legislature.
On this point too he has failed to assess the strength
{ of publie feeling with any degros of precision. Even
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Sir Samuel Hoare with all the distance that seps-
rates him from us mustbe said to have shown himself
8 greater realist than the Bombay ex-Governor
when in his evidence before the Joint Select
Committee he consistently resisted all suggestions
from die-hard quarters for a reversion to the indirect
method of election in the case of the Federsl Legis-
Isture. That is far from saying that the batfle of
direct election is finally won. In fact Sir Frederick
Sykes’ ostentatiously expreseed partiality for second
unpleasant
reminder to us of the strenuous fight that may be put
up within the Committee itself with a view to in-
ducing it to decide in favour of the indirect form of
election for the Central Legislature. On whioh side
the balance wiil eventually tilt it is more than can
be seid. Anywany s whitiling down of the constitu-
tional proposals in this matter as in that of provineisl
focond chambers seems to be a not altogether

inconceivable contingency.
L ]

* *

Liate Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar,

THE death on Monday Iast at the comparatively
early age of 57 of Mr, A. Rangaswami Iyengar oreates
an almost unfillable gapin the ranks of Indian journa-
lists. He began life as a clerk in Government service
but soon exchanged it for practice of law. But this
too did not retain his undivided allegiance for very
long. It was journslism sapparently for which he
bad resl fascination with the result that in 1906 he
found himself on the staff of the Hindu, the uniform-
1y high level of whose writings has been the envy of
older and more resourceful newspapers. Since then
he hag been in the public eye not soc much as alawyer
but as a journalist and politielan. His work on the
Hindu as also on the Swadeshamitran with which he
was associated for nearly twenty years was marked
by rare ability and sound knowledge of publio ques-
tions and it did not take him long to come to be
<counted amongst India’'s foremost publicists. It
could be said of him without exaggeration that
what was a loss to the profession of law was a dis.
tinot gain to that of journalism. His success as a
journalist must also be aseribed to hie thorough grasp
of Indian constitutional problems upon which he
was looked upon as an authority. His books on that
subject still take a very high rank in constitutional
literature, As & nationalist Mr, Iyengar's heart was
mors with the Congress, of which he acted as a secre-
tary for three years, than with the moderate school
of thought. But during the last two or three years
even the Congress did not seem to command his un-
questioned loyalty. His membership of the Assembly
during the days when the Swarajists dominated it
was characterised by vigorous and meritorious work
for the country. On the present constitutional dis-
ocussions too Mr. Iyengar did not fail to leave his
mark; for there is general agreement that his
participation in the work of the R.T.C. and the
Joint Select Committee was both useful and pointed.
It is & serious loss to the country that the advantage
of his sound constitutional knowledge should have
been denied to it when it would have been most
valuable,

aticles,

REJECTION.

HEN a statesman of Mr, Sastri’'s moderate and
balanced judgment condemns the White Paper
Scheme outright, it is not unnafural for somae

“people to ask why the constitution should not be

>

rejected and why the best men in the land should be
persuaded to work it. It does seem paradoxical and
self-stultifying. But it only scems so. On the
merits of the Scheme nationalist opinion has expre-
ssed itself in unequivocal terms. The denunciation
was 50 thorough that there cannot be the least doubt
that nationalist opinion does not want the White
Paper as it stands,

Then why not reject it ¥ Certainly it should, if
we could. But cean we? If there had been enough
politieal unity and purpose in India, rejection might
have been attempted. But if India had the power
to reject it, she could as well have utilised it to fmp-~
rove the White Paper in the direction she desired.
If wirhes were horses, beggars would ride. The
tragedy of India is not that nationalist opinion has
any illusions about the White Paper or has a sneak-
ing fondness for it but that it lacks the sanctions
either to reject it or to amend it as it likes. Today
the communalists and the conservative interests
jinfluence Indian politics more than fhe nationalists
and the radicals and they stand to gain by the White
Paper constitution. They are supported by the Con-
servatives in England who contro] the British Gove-
rnment. The nationalists in India and their friends
and supporters in England are unfortunately in a
minority, as it were. They have been reduced to the
impotence of the Labour group in the British Par-
liament, They have as much power to accept or
rejoct what the communalists and the conservatives
in India and England are determined to impose on
India as the British Lsbour group in the British
Parliament have to resist the will of the National
Government, In the circumstances, the question of
acceptanoce or rejection hes but sn soademic value.
And thers is no reason why those who get some
consolation by indulging in the academic discussion
should be denied it.

But as a practical proposition, it is of no signifi-
cence. It is quite unnecessary to talk of rejeotion if
thereby it is only meant to express disapproval of the
White Paper. The denuneciation of the White Paper
by Mr. Sastri, for instance, cannot ba made more em-
phatio by sn impotent threet to reject it. Rejection
can have only one other implication apart from the
expreseion of an adverse opinion; it is s negative
action , the boycott of the constitution when it is put
into operation. And it is significant that not many
who would reject the constitution would boyecott it
subsequently. They too would submit to it ulti-
mately.

Thers are however some who would boyecott it
beosuse to them such action was the inevitable corol-
lary of their disapproval. But is it in the interests of
the country ? Boycofl ¢an be justified only if it suc-
ceeds in holding up the constitution and compels the
Government to withdraw it. If India can effectively
boyoott the White Paper, why, she can as well get it
modified as she wanfs. After all, India wants &
better constitution and not merely an escape from the
White Paper and the sfafus guo. As long as thaf
power is lacking, it is no publio service to boycoti
the constitution and let the worst people in the land

|
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exploit it against the public weal. A bad constitu-

-tion worked by bad people will do greater harm
than the same worked by good people. Of two
evile it is belter to ohoose the lesser. The Indian
National Congress, under the leadership of the
Mahatma, boycotted the Montagu constitution. Hae
it been withdrawn? For the best part of the decade
it has fasllen into the hands of the communalists
and the conservalives. And the nationalists, the
boyootters as well as the non-boyootters, have had to
suffer'their government. They could neither hold up
the constitution nor mitigate its penalities nor esoape
them themselves. The boycott has been a disservice,
not a service, to the country.

The worse the constitution the batter must the
quality of the men who handle it if it is to do mini-
mum harm and maximum good whatever that may
be. Even from the point of view of enlarging in
practice the powers that the constitution formally
conoedes, it is more profitable to grasp it than to
boyoott if. It will not improve because the
nationalists boycott it. Mr. de Valeras, much as
he abhorred the Irish Constitution, was shrewd enough
to graspit and bend it to his purpose as far as
“possible, than to hold aloof with folded hands and
disdainfully ignore it.

Nationalist opinion is free to express its opinion
on the White Paper. It has done so and said that
it was most unsatisfactory. It has not the power
to rojeot it; it ean only submit to the inevitable.
It is free to work the constitution or to boycott
it. Since it is & service to the Motherland to work
it themselves than to boyocott it and let it be
exploited by the communalists and the conserva-
tives, it advooates the working of the constitution.
While it haa no power to coerce the Government; it
is free to plead. And it pleads that the White Paper
constitution be improved.

SHIELDING MISGOVERNMENT.

HE Indian States’ People's Conference did well to
organise a special session at Delhi last week-
end fo protest once again against the Indian

States’ Protection Bill which at the time was being
discussed in the Legislative Assembly., The orga-
nigers deserve to be congratulated upon their securing
Mr. K, Natarajan, the veteran social reformer and
sober politician, to preside over the gession, Mr.
Natarajan is no demagogue who revels in denuncia-
tion with questionable motives. He is no enemy of
the Princes. If anything, he is inclined to be more
charitable than jnst tothem and more appreciative
than oritical of them, Being a social reformer first,
he appreciates the good services done by some of the
Princes to that cause. He would preserve the
Princes in their States in the expectation and hope
that social raform would gain thereby. When a man
of his friendly leanings towards the Princes does not
hesitate to take the strongest possible exception to
the Indian States’ Protection Bill, the Princes ag
well as the Government may well pause to oonsider
_and reconsider their attitude,

Sir Harry Haig had contended in the Assembly
thet the Bill did not interfere with legitimate eriticism .

constitutionally expressed. Whatever be the inten-
tions of the framers of the legislation, the eourts pay
no attention to them but go by the wording of the
laws. “ Bringing the sdministration into hatred or
contempt " is a gingularly vague and elastic formula
which in British India has been invoked in the past
for purposes far beyond the intentions of the legisla-
tors. In the case of most of the States, the mere
desoription of their administration is bound inevi-
tably to bring it into hatred and eontempt. Mr, Nata-
rajan oited certain instances mentioned in a book
published abroad which, if true, are enough, more than
enough, to bring any administration into contempt,
Moreover, governed autooratically as erse the
States, it is impossible to separate the Prince from
the adminisiration and to oriticise the latter without
touching the former, Mr. Natarajan pleaded that
personal atiacks on the Princes should be avoided.
So they should. It is true that such oriticism does
no good and is mostly resorted to by blackmailers for
whose attacks the Princes offer a wide front. The
sins and failings of the Princes may be no worse
than those of other plutoorats but they, unlike the
latter,have an intimate effect on the quality of publie
administration in the States. The Prinos is the State;
and his vritues and vices are the virtues and vices of
the State ; it is impossible to dissceiate the one from
the other. As Mr. Natarajan put it, the only safe-
guard for the Princes against such personal attacks
is to interpose & congfitution between them and their
subjects. A bill of the kind proposed will, if at all,
protect them from oriticisms in India; it cannot
protect them from ecriticisms abroad, either in the
empire or outside. There is yet mo proposal to
protect the Princes in England or in forsign
countries, Stifling of eriticism in India will only
drive it to other lands. The British Government
dare not propose & law of this kind in England or
persuade foreign Governments to do so on the
specious ground that the British Government, as the
Paramount Power under obligations to the Indian
Princes, cannof ba indifferent to criticisms of their
proteges.

The number of inferventions .of the Paramount
Power in the internal affairs of several States during
the last decade very fully justifies the criticism of the
administrations in the States. It is notorious that the
Paramount Power does not step in until things become
either adverse to British interests or much too, too
rotten to be tolerated any longer. Long, unbearably
long, have the subjects of a State to suffer before
fhe Paramount Power intervenes, What have the
unfortunate subjects of a State done that they should
be condemned to suffer the worst of tyrannies for an
intolerably long period before relief arrives? Much of
the sins of the British Indian Press may be forgiven
if thereby one single State has had its maladminis-
tration put right, - The subjeots of most of the States
have no constitufional method of ventilating their
grievances except through the British Indian Press
and platform. .And to block that only vent is indeed
8 piece of cruelty which the subjects of the States
do not deserve, . L
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It is most dlscoucartmg that almost asll the
Provincial Governments who cared to express &N
opinion on the Bill more or less approved of it. But
it is not surprising oconsidering that the voice of
the Provincial Governments is that of their
British element. The bill jsa pact between the

British Government and the Indian Princes to
buttress each - other’s reign of autocracy in Indie.
8ir Harry Haig agked India to be reconciled to
sutocracy in the States; he fhought it superflucus
to add, British India too,

A SOHEME OF DEBT REDEMPTION.

HE scheme which Lieut.-Col, H. W. G Nosl,
Director of Agriculture, has outlined for the

redemption of the accumulations of debt of

agriculturists in the North-West Frontier Province
is of more than local intsreat. The Banking Inguiry
Committee has estimated the total rural indebtedness
of the Province at 11-33 crores of rupees, on which
Col. Ncel says 1-20 crores is paid annually as
interest, The receipts from land revenue amount
every yesr to about 20 lakhs. Thus the ryol pays
six times as much to the moneyiender as to the State,
and .even so he contributes nothing to the light-
ening of the burden of debt, for the principal remsins
at the same old figure. Of course, as Col. Noel says,
the amount of interest is “ out of all proportion to the
gorvices rendered by the moneylenders” and must
undergo a sweeping reduction. More or less the same
conditions obtain in other Provinces as well and
need the same kind of heroie remedy as the one pro-
posed by the Dlraotor of Agriculture for the Front;:er
Province,

The first thing that occurs toone in reflecting
on this question is the necessity of forming Conecilia-
tion Boards for the purpose of effecting a drastic
downward adjustment of the agriculturist’s debt, and
Col. Noel of course suggests it as the first step. But
whether, in the hands of these Boards, the composi.
tion of debt is to be brought about on a voluntary or
compulsory basig is not known. The Central Provinoces
Q@overnment first contemplated the compulsory system,
butabandoned it 1ater in favour of the voluntary,though
do many concessions are given to those who would
agree to a settlement and so msany handicaps are
placed on those who would nof, that in practice the
voluntary system does not leave much choice to the
oraditor, Conciliation Boards, wherever they are
instituted, are still in an experimental siage and are

not allowed to coneciliate debts of more than a certain
amount. Such is not the case, however, with Col.
Noel's scheme, He proposes to tackle, almost at one
gtroke, with the whole rurel debt, All debfs, large
or small, will be c¢ompounded simulianeously.
Suoch a sealing down of debts may appear at first
sight to be hard on the moneylender, but in fact it

is not, Forthe fundamental fact to be remembered

about these debts is that a large lpropori:ion of them
(Dr. R, K. Mukerjee puts them ai 30 to 40 per cent.
in the United Provinces) are wholly irrecoverabls,
It does no harm to anyone to write off this portion
of the debt. On the contrary it would be tothe
distinet advantage of the moneylender to rub it off
completely and to allow his debtor to start afresh.
The Agricultural Debt Enquiry Committee of the
United Provinces therefore recommended, in the case

of usecured losns, that“itshould be enacted that, _
on the application of an agriculturist debtor or on
the filing of & suit against him for the recovery of a
loan, the court will be required to hold & summary
inquiry into his debts, his assets, and his probable
income and reasonable expenditure, and will grant a
decree limited to the amount which this inquiry
shows that he ought to be able to repay within five
years (in the case of debts incurred after the com-
mencement of the Aot} and geven years (in the case
of debts incurred before the commencement of the
Act); and will dismiss the balance of the olaim or
claims,” which means, as Mr. Knox pointed out as
Chairman of the Sub-Committee, which considered
the question, that the court will fix theamount
which it is within the ocapaocity of the debtor
to pay “ after allowing for the expenses of cultiva-
tion and reasonable subsistence.” The portion of
the debt which the ryot is unable to pay may as well
be cancelled to the advantage of ereditor as well as
debtor,

It is no use, however, reducing & debt either
through & Conciliation Board or a court, unless steps
are taken to insure ite repayment. For this purpose
the formation of land mortgage banks is generally
recommended. But these banks, whers they exist,
are af present in & position to help only the smaller
ryots, becsuse they are unable to make large
advances. In Madras Presidency, where the
movement of land mortgage credit is strongest, the
banks’ usual loans do not exceed Rs, 500.  Col. Noel
therefore suggests that an agricaltural bank be esta-
blished and the moneylenders’ compounded loans be
repaid in its shares. These shares the moneylenders
may sell in the open market or retain them, in which
case the money Jendsrs would receive 354 per cent.
interest and recover their capital in 32 years. Col.
Noel thinks that in order to establish such a bank,
the Government of the Frontier Province will have
to secure a loan from the Government of India for
a orore of rupess to cover the initial cost and to serve
as working oapital, The compounded debt will be
recovered from the ryot as arrears of land revenue.
Col. Noel says that “if the peasant is freed from
debt, he can and will pay three times the present
land revenue, which will be a great alleviation
of hig present burden.” Needless to ssy that the
whole of Indis will watch with great interest the
progress of this scheme, for in all provincss men’s
minds are turned to some such scheme., For inst-
ance, Sir Moropant Joshi only the other day put
forth the following suggestions in the Daily News

of Nagpur :—
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(1) Present secured debts to be taken up and

" Interest being caloulated at 4 per cent, per

‘snnum, irrespective of original agresments,

should be lumped and only kalf should be pay-

able in full satisfaction. The sowecar to get &

Government bond at 4 per cent. compulsorily for
the amount.

(2) Only such fields mortgaged are to be dealt
with ag leave s margin to repay principal and
interest st 5 per cent. per annum spread over 25
to 40 years,

{3) Repayments to be exacted each year ai the

rate of Ra, 4 for principal and 5 for interest on
every Rs, 100—thus for a debt of Rs. 1,000 Re,
90 yearly will be repayable to the State,
- {(4) The land go redeemed will be under mert~
goge to Government and till complete repay-
ment the ryot will not be able to mortgage or en-
ecumber the same.
The preblem of agricultural indebtedness has become
veory aoute and we have to apply almost desperate
remedies o solve it. The schemes that are being
sugpested therefore deserve the careful and earnest
attention of all well-wishers of the country.

THE TEXTILE STRIKE,

HE Conference of the textile workers that was

recently held in Bombay was both an indica-

tion and a warning, It indicated in some
measure the deplorable plight to which the workers
have been reduced by the employers’ ruthless attacks
on wages and employment and it warned those con-
cerned ageinst the danger of allowing the present
gituation to drift any lunger. Its resolution aleo
showed the present temper of the workers. It may
be that the Conference was not as representative as
it could and shonld have been. It may also be that
jte resolution was a hotchpotch of relevant and irre-
levant matters and was not happily and logiceily
worded. But it cannot be denied that the Conference
and the resolution bave begum to focus public
attention on the state of affairs in the textile industry
and that they have helped the public to realise the
gravity of the situation.

It was, however, unfortunate that neither the
resolution nor the speeches thereon gave an adequate
picture of the extent of unemployment snd wage
cuts which have been made the grounds for the orga-
nisation of & general strike. For this, however, the
orgeanisers of the Conference cannot be beld to be
wholly responsible, The non-recognition of the
Union which organised the Conference and its own
depieted strength have shut out fhe possibilities of
collecting acourate statistics through trade union
machinery ; and it is not in the interest of the mil)-
owners to publish the figures of employment and
wage reductions. The absence of a Statistics Act
precludes Government from compulsorily collecting
the necessary information. But they have a Labour
Office which collects industrial statistics from time
to time and it was the duty of Government to publish
them for the information of the public. As a matter
.of fact, the Labour Office, whose efficiency and prompt-
ness is second to no other department in this Pre-
‘sideney, has collected  puch information as ii
could by voluntary efforts, and Government owes it
to the public that it is publiched as scon as posgible,
In the meanwhile, I desire to place before the pub-
lic suck information as is made available to me
by the courtsey of the Labour Office and by other
souroes, 0 that the public may kmow how gerious
the situation is and bow dangerous it is to allow it to
continue.

Teaking the City and Island of Bombay, it is seen
that 5 cut of 84 mills bave been ecrapped and have
thrown out of employment nearly 10,000 workers.
Twenty-nine mills bave been closed down and over
50,000 workers have lost theiremployment. Threemills
have been officially reported to be working partislly
and therely reduced 1,300 workers. I have, bowever,
reacon to believe that many more mills have been
working gartially ; but the extent of unemployment
caused thereby it has beem found difficult to ascer-

tain, The total number of unemployed smong
workers is thus easily more than 61,000. The average
number of workers in the Bombay mills on the Ist of
January 1931 was 1,36,700, of whick only about 75,000
are expected to be working in the 50 mills whioh
sre not olosed. Fourteen mills which are work-
ing mnight shifts have employed about 10,000
workers. There are thus 86,000 employed as against
61,000 unemployed workers. In otber words, for
every 100 persons employed, there are 70 weorkers
who are thrown out of employment. It ie impossible
to mssume that such serious unemployment fs dne
entirely to trade depression =0 long as the crash of
the Currimbhoy group of mills is still fresh in the
mind of the public. The argument of trade depres-
sion algo loses much of fts force when it is realised
that in the midst of the closure of 29 mills, no less
than 14 mills are working night shifts, It should also
be remembered that while Bombay is going down
and down, Ahmedabad and other up-country centres
have Increased their mills and the all-India prodvc»
tion of cotton piece-goods bas increased by neasly
300 million lbs. during the last ten years. It is only
those who refuse to look facts in the face who will
be bold enough to assert that Bombay alone is singl-
ed out for this misery. -

It is true that there is hardly any textile centre
in India, except Ahmedabad, which hes not reduced
wages, Bu$f the cute made vary in their percentages
to euch an extent that they cannot be said to have
any intelligent basis behind them. To take only =
few centres, Madras has reduced wages by about 15
per cont, and C. P. by about 20 per cent. Sholapur,
which pays tho lowest wages in the Bombay Presi-
dency, has cut wages by 124 per cent.,; but Ahmedabag,
which, it is claimed by its employers, pays the high-
est wages in the whole of India, has made no cut
whatever. And its industry is still flourishing, In

' Bombay City and Island, the position of wage cuts is

highly provoking and irritating. It may be emphaaj~
sed that the factors of trade depression, foreign ocom-
petition and central taxation are commor to Bombay
and up-country centres and other factors of inland
competition, provineial and local taxation are common
to all the mills in the City, And yet what a diver-
eity in the conditions of the mills and wags outs de
we find | The conditions of mills can well be undez-
stood by some of them being closed, some worklng
partially and a fow others working night shifts. Of
the 29 mills that are closed down, 15 were in such a
state that they had to be simply oclosed down before
their management could think of making any wage
outs ; and the remaining 14 were closed after making
cuts, in some cases, more than once, Forty-eight ou

of the remaining 50 mills, which are working, bavt
mede cuts varying from 7 per cent. to 44-5 per cent. The
Labour Office figures show that 56 mills made wage
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cuts and 12 of them were subsequently olosed down,
whoreas my figures for the same are 62 and 14 res-
pedtively., This elight difference does not, howaever,
make any -appreciable difference in assessing the
extent of wage cuts in Bombay City ; and in order to
err on the safe side, I take the Labour Office figures
to make out my case.

There are only two mills in Bombay which have
80 farmade no direct cuts in wages, But these have
been put on the rationalisation basis by giving more
looms and spindles to the workers. .An indirect cut
in wages even in these two mills is thus inevitable,
though its extent has been found difficult to ascertain,
As against this, the E, D. Sassoou & Co., which contro]
11 mills, have reduced wages to the pre-war level in
the easeof those weavers and spinners who have not
been put. on the rationalisation basis. For those
working on rationalisation basis, & consolidated
wage as on lst January 1933 plus 35 per cent.
allowanoe for weavers and 30 psr cent. for spinners
has been fixed; and for workers other than spianers
and weavers, consolidated rates at 35 por cent. more
than the pre-war rates have bsen fixed. Having
roegard to the fact that the Sassoons themselves con-
sidered 35 per cent, more than pre-war rates ag a fair
wage for non-spinners and non-weavers, the only
mference one can legitimately draw from some
splnners and weavers being given prewar wages, is
to force them to accept rationalisation. It is clear
that the out in the case of these unfortunate men of
the latter catagory is 44-5 per cent. for peace workers
and 41 per cent. for time workers., As one does not
know what the consolidated wage was on 1st January
1933, it ie very difficult to ascertain the extent of the
cut in the case of workers put on rationalisation. It
is equally diffioult to ascertain the extent of the cut
made in the wages of non-spinners and non-weavers.
I_But that there is 8 cut can hardly be disputed. And
In spite of these novel and ingenious methods of waga
reductions and forcing rationalisation down the
throats of the workers, the Sassoons have had to ¢lose
down 7 out of their 11 mills.

. Two other mills have made unspecified reduc-
tions, the extent of which even the Lisbour Office has
not been able to ascertain. The remaining 44 out of
56 mills have made reductions, the extent of which
will be more ensily understood if they are given in s
tabular form, thus :—

WAGE REDUCTIONS IN 44 MILLS,

RepvoTtions  IN TOTAL REDUOTION
~ No. of [ Basio | 80% dear | 70% dear | Piece | Time
Mills. | Wages | food allow-|food allow-{ Workers |Workers
(all wor-lance.(Piecs-(ance. (Time-{ Col. 2-3. | Col, 2-4.
kers.) | Workers). | Workers). '
11T 2] 3 4 | 5 | 6

2 61% 40% 30 268, | 22°0%
1. {124% 30% 20% 2009 | 228%
1 12% 12 % (12 %
1 124 % . " 123 % 123 ¥
2 159 " 16 Z 15 %
1 177 T %117 %
2 Ny 20 % 12 %
2 - 20% 20 1y | 137
2 209 15% 111 % 88
i . 209 12% 11y 0%
1 v 25% 209 159% | 117 %
13 25 159 139 % 88Y
] 0% 207 166% | 117%
1 407 307 2229 | 196%
2 50 % 40 vy 235 %
4 50% 45 27 | 2659
2 85 45% 30057 | 5%

The table will show thit 3 milis bave cut both
the besic wage and dear food allowance, 7T mills have

cut only the basic wage and 34 mills only the dear
food allowance ranging from 12 p. o, to 55 p.o. The
mazximum and minimum outa are 305 p. 0. and 11-1
p. o. for piece workers and 26:5 p, ¢, and 7-0 p. 0. for
time workers in the oase of these ¢4 mills. Can it be
seriously contended that cuts varying from 70 p. o
at the one end and 444 p, o. at the other in the cass
of the Sassoons have any basis behind them? If
anything, the only basis one can sea is that of the
degres of incompetence and mismanagement, for
which the workers have been asked to pay the pe-

nalty, In a large number of cases, the woarkers
protested against the euis by resorting to
sectional strikes; and they generally failed.

The workers aiso waited for nearly & year
in the fond hope of the Millowners' Associa-
tion taking some concerted ackion or of Govern-
ment taking suitable steps to stop these attacks.
But nothing has baen donse and the gituation is going
from bad to worse. Is it any wonder that, under
these provocative ocircumstances which hold out not
the slightest ray of hope, the workers should proolaim
themselves in favour of & general strike? Who will
deny that with 70 persons unemployed for every 100"
employed persons and with baseless and ruthless .
wage reductions, the workers are entitled to draw out
their last weapon of a general strike when other
woapons have failed them and when Government
and the public are watching thesituation with folded
hands? If only I had the strength and resources of
1928 and 1924, I wculd not have waited for a textile
Conference to make a proclamation, but would bavae
advised the Union to resort to a goneral strike. And
even today, if a genersl strike takes place, I shall be
the last person to blame the workers and denocunoce
the strike. It is human mnature that in moments of
utter despair and despondency, people take a plunge
without reckoning the cost.

Thers is, however, alarge body of public opinion
which may not view the consequences of a general
strike with feslings of equanimity. People are
naturally anxious to see thatthe scenes enacted in
1928 and 1929 are not repeated. I sympathise with
them. But it is up fothem to suggest an alternative
to a general strike and press for that alternative with
aunited voice. The alternative shouid be such as will
not only prevent any further mischief being done
but should help to improve the present position, No
case has yet been made out fors wage cut. The
individual millowners have gone on cutting wages
according to their whims and caprices, while their
Association was engaged in negotiating pacts with
Lancashire and Japan. It should not also be
forgotten that the tixtile industry is today
a most highly proiected industry in India and
that the protection is still being increamsed by,
inter alia fixing the quota of imports from Japan,
The workers have a legitimate right to claim s fair
share of the benefits aocrued from protection, They
hava so far received not only no benefits, but their
conditions have steadily worsensd with the grant
and increase of protection during the last decade. I
may further point out that the efficiency of the work-
ors has groatly increased during the Iast ten years as
is evident by increased production coupled with the
reduced number of workers ; and the latter are entitled
to a share of the bensfita that may bave accrued
from inereased efficiency. If there isany case fora
cbange in wages, it is in favour of an incrense, and
not deoreass, If, however, the millowners have
any case for & cuf, lef it be placed before an
impartial tribunal for investigation. ], therefore, urge
that the Goveroment of Bombay should forthwith
appoint an ad hoc commitfee of expartsto examine
the present position of the textile industry with spe-
cial reference to the prevailing unemployment and
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wage reductions. Its terms of reference should be
oth simple and wide and can be fized in consulta-
ion with the workers’ and employers’ representa-
ives. The committee should be asked to report within
shortest possible time., I have no doubt that the
sppointment of a committes is the only solution
whioh may induce the workers to stay their hands,
Otherwise, to oppose astrike and at the same time
to do nothing to stop the onslaughts of the employ-
era is nothing short of playing with the lives of
the workers.

The Government of Bombay owe a duty to the
public as well as to the workers. Their silence has
been oruel ; its continuance wiil be criminal, They
are the onstodians of the lives of the people and it is
one of their important duties to protect them from
unfair attacke on theizr poor standard of lifes The
dootrine of non-intervention in industrial disputes
is good enough in normal times. In abnormal times
and when the social life of a Iarge number of people
has been violently disturbed and when workers have
‘begun to starve, it is. the duty of a civilised Govern-
ment to protect the weak against the strong, I
appeal o them with all ‘my earnestness to appoint
immediatsly a committes such as I have suggested
and satisfly themselves as to whether the workers are
rash or the employers ara selfish,

R: Re BAKHALE.

- Our Zondon Letter,

{BY AIR MAIL )
{ From Our Correspondent. )
London, January 26.

MOVEMENT AGAINST UNTOUCHABILITY.

IT would appear that interest in Mahatma Gandhi's
~ ©ampaign on behalf of the Harijans is beginning
. %o attract the attention in this country that it
dase::ves. A ghort time ago, as [ reported, the Times
pubhst.md what was on the whole a sympathetio
appreciation of the purpose of his campaign. A fow
dayg 2go a similarly appreciative article from the
Indian Correspondent appeared in the Manchester
Guardzmt The following passage gives the key to the
article: “ Unbouchsbility is bound to disappear in
the not distant future from India, and Mr, Gandhi
will be remembered for this as the grestest of his
many-sided achievements for India.”

THE PRINCES AND THE NEW CONSTITUTION.

A special correspondent of the Morning Post
reports that the Standing Committee of the Ouamber
of Princes has decided to request the Viceroy not
to summon the Annual Session of the Chamber befora
next sutumn, by which time the Report of the Joint
Selacf Comumittee will bs available, that the Princes
7emain apprehensive of and dissatisfied with the
-White Paper, and that bafore committing themse]ves
i_inally_ to the Federal Boheme they insist upon the
inclusion of a very oonsiderable number of safe-
guayda. The special correspondent adds that Briish
Indian interests disepprove of these safeguards and
'that_eonsequently the Government witl find it im-
“poasible to satisfy both the Princes and British India,
Heo concludes that the absence of most of thesa safe-
-guards in the White Papar suggests that the Govern-
ment are inclined to fuvour British India rather than
-the Princes. If thig policy is reflected in the Repors
of the Selact Committee it is eortain, says this corros-
rondent, that the Princes will not conseat to the
~proposed Federal Scheme. My only com.unent upon

this previous article is that in all likelihood it ig
another instance of the wish being father io the
thought.

MR. PATRICK ON THE INDIAN SITUATION.

Mr. Mark Patrick, M, P. for Tavistook, hag
communicated an important artiole to the Daily Tele-
graph upon his return from a short but extensive
travel tour in Indis., He declares that the views
expressed to him on the whola by all kinds of offi-
cials whom he consulted in India, and by important
sections - of British opinion in the commerocial
community and in the Army are that there has been
& very great advanoce since the War in Indiar publia
opinion, that we are held to be committed to sub-
stantial constitutional advanoe, that a large majority
of those in » position to judge believe that the tima
has come to give India much wider political respon-
sibility, and that, speaking generally, the proposals
contained in the White Paper are acoeptable to nation-
alist opinion in India, He oconoludes: “Qur ohoice
in reality lies between a long step forward anda’
longer step back. I have no doubt, after going to
India, that the prevailing opinion is in favour of
going forward.” Mr. Poter Agnew, M. P, replying
to a gimilar article published in the Western Morning
News and without having gone to India is quite cer- -
tain that Mr. Patrick knows nothing of what he is
talking about, and he rehashes all the old etale argu-
ments sgainst any effeotive advance towards respon-
sible government.

Ouwr Zwlinmentury - Lether.

{ ¥roM OUBR Own CORRESPONDENT. } _
New Delhi, Fobruary 4.

IMPERIAY, BANK ACT.
"HE Legislative Assembly passed during this week:
the Imperial Bank Act Amendment Bill, The

Finance Member moved its third reading
last week, and during the debate all the
amendments moved by Dr. Zisuddin Ahmed and
other members wero defeated oune after another.
They fared no better even duriog this week and the
Bill emerged intact, aa reported by tha Joint Select
Commmittes. Dr, Ziauddin's amendment to enabls the
Bank to advanoce money on immoveabls property
found & good deal of support from landholders,
who held that short terms loans was a legitimata
right of theirs. The tardy manner in which India-
nisation of the Bank was going on came in for a good
deal of eriticism during the debate, bui membera had
to satisfy thomselves with criticism as they could not
command a majority against QGovernment to defeat
them on any point, The debate, however, was respon-
sible for Government’s announcement that they would
be prepared to give sympathetic consideration to
any sound scheme put up by provincial Goveraments
for the establishment of & land mortgage bank; and
that they contempiated introducing a small measure
at the instance of the Madras Government during
the present session. The Finance Member also fur-
ther announced thut a conferance with the re regenta-
tives of Provincial Governments would be convened
next month to consider the matter in all its saspects.

PRINCES' PROTECTION BILL,

The Indian States Protection Bill which has
raised such a storm of protests throughout the coun-
try came up for discussion on Wednesday, when the
Home Member, Sir Harry Haig, moved for its refe-
renca to Select Committes, The Home Mamber in
his speech eaid that the opinions received so far
have been on the whole favourable as was expected
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by Government, but did not disclose that most of the
opinions received were from high Government offi-
ofals, as in the opinions circulated to the Assembly
members there have been none from private persons
or bodies from Bombay, U.P.,and Punjab, The Bombay
Government, it should be noted, in their letter, say
that the Governor in Council did not consider it
necessary to consult private persons or bodies. The
Home Member thought there was unnecessary ner-
vousness in the press that the Bill would make im-
possible any criticism of even the worst abuses in
the States. The States, he said, ware bound to be resy
ponsive to public opinion and it was not meant to
put down any legitimate criticism. Mr. Sitaram Raju
led theattack on the Bill, quoting Justice Niamatulla
that the State subiects had no other place except
Btitish India to veatilate their grievances and once
that safoguard was taken away the condition of the
States’ subjects would be too miserable. Sir Mahomed
Yakub gave a conditional support to the Biil; he
wanted Statés to be protected from being blackmailed
but desired that they should reform their adminis-
trution. Raja Bahadur Krishnamachari alse gave

support to the principle of the Bill, but asserted that |
86 far ag hed knew, no demand had been made for such

s meagare by any Prince. The debate will be conti-
nued and Government are sure (o carry their point.
The State’s People’s Conference is being held here to
r8oord an emphatic protest sgainst the Bill, but they
are fighting a last cause ; for before long the measure
will be on the Statute Book,

THE ABOLITION OF UNRTOUCHABILITY BILL.

. The discusesion on the Removal of Untouchabi-
lity Bill was resumed on Thuraday the 1st inst. and
the motion for its circulation for the purpose of elicit-
ing publisopinion was passed. Mr.C.S. Racga Iyerand
Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda aconsed Government
of blocking a social reform measure and much
heat was oreated during the debate. Mr. Ranga Iyer
said Government played into the hands of orthodoxy
whey it disallowed the Madras Legislature to pass
such 8 measure. Diwan Bahadur Sarda asserted
l_;hat Government wanted to kill the measure, by tak-
ing it out of the purview of the Madras Councit and
bringing it to the Assembly, where they could com-

mand & majority and the Sanatenists hed s strong !

hold. The Law Member, Sir B. L. Mitra, however,

explained the legal position of the Bill and said it

eould not stand legal sorutiny, as it was too vagus
and indefinite. Hesaid its wording was foo faulty
to be' rémedied in the Select Committee and no
amount of expert logal knowledge could -improve it
thete, Y& characterised it asinfringing upon the
Well-e.st'a.blished oustoms, ideas of ownership and the

%
2

law of trusts. He ended by asking if it wasa pio{u !

propaganda or a serious sttempt at legislation. The '
Bill was stoutly opposed by Mr. Goswami, Mr. B. R..:
Puri and Mr. Amarnath Dutt who thought that the -
reformers’ geal would break Hindu society inte
pieces, The Home Member explained Government's

position and denied the charge brought against

them, saying that they had s fine record behind

thom in this sphere. He said that fullest exemina-

tion of the measure was necessary and as the Bill

was defective, publio opinion should first be consulf-

ed, The Bill was therefore sent for ascertaining.
public opinion,

UNEMPLOYMENT AND WAGE REDUCTION,

Mr. N, M. Joshi moved a resolufion on the 30th-
of January asking Government to take immediate
stepd to protect industrial workers of the country
against unemployment and wage-reduction. In sup-
port of his resolation Mr. Joshi laid before the
House some salient facts and figures and showed
that tnemployment was increasing year after year;.
and that wages were being reduced all roumd. He-
then referred to the way in which the problem was
being tackledin Earope and Amerioa, and asked the
Governmont to take a lead in the matter, He eaid
Government could ecreate employment by undertak-
ing large public works snd giving loans to loesl
bodies and municipalities to A umndertake wvarious.
utility schemes like drainage, water-works snd slum-
olearing. He asserted that the nnemployed in India -
were being maintained by the employed and not by
the Government as was being done in Western coun--
tries. Ho hoped Government would follow a bold
polioy and not merely give its lip sympathy. The
Finance Member however diffored from the view of
the mover of the resolution saying that the real pro-
blem was not so much of industrial unemployment,
as that of lack of purchasing power of the masses as
a whols ; but he did not say what Governmett were
doing to inoresse it. He thought the remedies sug--
gested by Mr. Joshi—like building railways and
undertaking public works of the kind—would mere-
1y pile up the Pablic Debt and the taxpayer of to-
morrow would have to share the burden. He then
talked enthusiastically of the high credit of Govern-
ment and gaid that they would have no difficulty ind
providing money at reamsonable terms to help the-
people of Bihar—an announcement which was greet-
od with cheers. Ofther speakers who foliowed spoke
of the necessity of systematicslly ‘planning” India’s
industries, without which the problem could not be
satisfactorily tackled, There were some memberd
who did not understand what Mr, Joshi exactly want
ed the Government to do. The disoussion will be
resumed on coming Tuesday,

UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF.
Mz. JOSHI'S RESOLUTION IN THE ASSEMBLY.

Following is the full text of the speech made by Mr.
N. M, Jashi in moving his resolution on Unemploymeni
and Wage Reduction in the Legislative Assembly on
January :mh.

SIR, I beg to to move :

This Assambly recommends to the Governor General in

Counoil to take immediate steps to protect the workers

. ,in the country against inoreasing unemployment and re-
duotion of wages.

This Assembly discussed the gquestion of un-

employment in the year 1926, when a resolution
was ‘passed recommending the appointment of a

committee to consider the question of unemploy~
ment in general and the question of middle class un-
employment in particular, So far as I know very
little has resuited in action from that resolution ex-
cept that certain investigations were made by a few
provineial governments. The regolution which I am
moving today is much wider in terms and I have
made it so deliberately. I feel that unemployment
among various sections of the population is inter-
dependent ; unemployment amongst agricultural
workers is bound to affect the employment of indus-

| trial workers and vice versa; unemployment anrongst

industrial and sgricuitural workers is also bound to
affect employment of the middle ciasses., Moreover,lI
haveinoluded in theterms of my resolufion the qu es
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wtion of wages as unemployment is generaliy followed
by a reduction of wages. Thers is & difficulty in deal-
ing with fhis question on acocount of the wani of sta-
“ tistios as regards employment and unemployment and
“the varicus factors which are invalved in this question.
. V.arious schemes for the oolleotion of statistics have
"been thought out ; a committes was appointed under
‘the chairmanship of Sir M. Visvesvaraya; some
plans were recommended by Sir Arthur Salter for the
establishment of an Foonomic Counoil and now we
.sea that two economisis from England hava come to
make certain recommendations—I suppose on the
subjsct of collecting statistios and =allied subjscts.
Nothing has come out of the varjous schemes which
-Government have so far thought out. I hope some-
thing will come out of their recent efforts.

UNEMPLOYMENT.,

In spite of want of statistios, it is quite possible
%0 prove not only the existence of unemployment, but
the degree of unemployment. There are ocertain in-
-dications from which we can infer the prevalence of
unsmployment. There is unemployment for instance
in the whole world at present, including the most
prosperous countries. If there is unemployment in
#hose countries we can reasonably infer that there
must be some unemployment in our own. Prices are
-Jow &ll over the world and they are low in our own
country ; and low prices is one of the indications by
which the existenc: of unemploymant can be infer-
red. The production in the whole world has gone
down, Unfortanately we do not have s census of
production in our country, It is true that inn some of
rthe. organised industries production has goneup, such
asin cotton textiles ; but in certain othsrs production
bas gone down, such as in mines. Figures of ex-
port trade will clearly prove thet on the whole our
production must have gone down : the export trade
has dwindled during the last three years from 330
_erores to 131 crores,

_ I need not give any more indications of the
-eXistence of unemployment in our eountry. I shall
4ry to estimate the degree of unemployment, So far
-88 agriculture is concerned, it isa well-known fact
that in our country agricultural workers do nok geb

more than 4 to 6 months' employmentin a year, and

$his unemployment is incressing year after yesr,
Ishall give certain figures from the latest census
reports, In 1911 the ratio of the number of workers
to dependents was 47 t0 53, In 1921 the ratio was
46 to 54, and in 1931 the ratio is 44 to 563 that is,
the number of dependents isincreasing, which clearly
ghows that unemployment in agriculture is also
Increasing. Af present agriculture is not paying,
with the result that the number of agricultural wage
-earners employed is bound to go down. The agri-
c!lltunst: cannot afford to engage wage earners, He
elth(_ar works himself and takes the help of members
of his family or, if he was already doing some work
before, he does more work ; but he tries to do without
the services of wage earners,

__If we take industry, there again there is the
d:ﬂ‘ict.llty of want of statistics for non.regulsted in-
dust.rles. Woe have statistics for regulated industries,
During the last few years the number of people
engaged in factories regulated by the Faotories Act
has gone down by 1,43,000, The number of people
employed in Indian mines has gone down by 65,000,
the number of railway staff has gone down by 87,000,

The Royal Commission on Labour definitely recog-.

nised unemployment existing
industry in various ports. They also recognised
that in cortain ports the dook workers wera
unemployed and they estimated that in Karachi the
dock worker does not get more than 10 to 12 days’ work
ina month, They also estimated that in Rangoon

in the shipping

on an average for the year the dock worker does wok
get more than 12 to 13 days’ work in & month. Thig
unemployment ig felt more at certain centres, such
as Bombay. In Bombay today more than 40,000
textile workers alone ars unemployed. Besides the
textile workers there are other unemployed in Bombay.
If you take Caloutia the number of unemployed
will not be smaller. Besides total unemployment,
the workera suffer from short time work as some
mills do not work full time for the whole week. Now,
1 feel that the existence of large and "growing unem-
ployment will not be challenged even by (GGovern-
mant,

REDUCTION IN WAGES,

So far as the second qusstion which I am raising
is oonoerned, namely, the reduction of wages, I feel
the same difficulty for want of statistics, but we can
have some statistics collected in various places. More-
over, we can infer the reduction of wages from the
vory fact of unemployment. Unemployment gene-
rally leads to reduction of wages, and it has led to
reduckion of wages, I should give onrly a few figures
on this subject. These figures are eocllected by the
Bombay Labour Gazette, The urban field labourer
in Bombay was getting Rs. 0-9-8 per day in 1927,
whereas to-day he is getting Re, 0-6-10. The wages
of the rural field labourer have gone down from
Rg. 0-7-6 in 1927 to Rs3. 0-5-7 in 1932, The wages

" of the urban skilled laboursr have gone down from

Rs, 0-12-0 in 1927 to Rg, 0-9-5 in 1932, The wages
of the rural skilled labourer have gone down from
Rs. 0-9-3 in 1927 to Ra, 0-7-1 in 1932, The wages
of tha urban skilled labourer have gone down from
Rs. 1-13-0 in 1927 to Rs, 1-8-3 in 1932. I am told
that at present in some of the seasonal factories in
Bombay  labourers are hired for Rs. 0-2-0 to
Rs. 0-3-0 per day.

Now, Sir, I shall give only a few figures more.
These figures relate to the mining areas, and
they are taken from the Report of the Chief Inapactor
of Mines, The miners’ wages have gone down from
Rs, 0-13-6 in 1929 o Rs. 0—~9-9 in 1932. The wagea
of loaders have gone down from Rs. 0-11-0 in
1929 to Rs. 0-8-6 in 1932. The wages of women
have gons down from Rs, 0-8-5 in 1929 to Rs. 0-6—6
in 1932. In the mining areas the average wage for
raising one tub of coal was about Rs. 0-7-0 when
the Royal Commigsion made their invastigation.
That wage itself was very low, and [ am told that at
present in the Argada colliery the rate paid for rais-
ing one tub of coal is only Rs. 0-2-3.

Mr, 8. C., Sen: Did you say cne tub ?

Mr. Joshi: Yes, one tub. .

Mr. Sen: Then wyou are mistaken, bocause I
have to pay Rs. 0-6-0.

Mr. Joshi: You sre not payviag Rs 060, I
have got information from one of my sources.

Mr. Sen: What eolliery is that ?

Mr, Joshi: Argada colliery. ‘

Besides this, Sir, in the railways the wages have
been cut down. In Bombay in the textile industry
the wages hava gone down from 25 to 30 74, snd let
us remember that this is & protected industry. Im
Calcutta a similar reduction has taken placs in
wages. In Ahmedabad, where the mills made huga
profits till last year, they are threatening a wage cut.

CAUsES OF UNEMPLOYMENT.

Mpr. President, this is the position as regards un~
employment and wages in our country at present. I do
not wish to discuss the cavses of unemployment ak
any length. I feel that the chief cause of unsmploy-
ment is the capitalist systam based upon oompeti-
tion, Periodieal unemployment is an insvitable con~
comitant of the capitalist systam, and it has oftem
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been proved, but it is agreed by sll that unemploy-
ment is due to world depression, whatever may be the
oauses of that depression. The second cause of unem-
- ployment is the measures taken by the employers for
what they esall retionalisation. I am not altogether
againset rationalieation if meagures are taken to pro-
tect the workers, as has been suggested by a confer-
ence held under the suspices of the League of Nations,
It has been said that in India the effects of unemploy-
ment are not very much feolt on account of two rea-
- gons, If is gaid that the workers in towns who are
engaged in industries go to villages when there is
unemployment in towns, and workers in villages go
to towns when there is unemployment in villages.
Unfortunately we are now living in times when there
is unemployment both in villages as well as in towns,
and therefore this escape, if it really exiats, is not now
open to workers, It iz also said thet in India the
effect of unemployment is not felt, because we have a
. joint family system. Thank God, we still have &
joint family system, but, Sir, that joint family system
is fast crumbling down owing to the impact of
modern civilization and nobody need shed any teare
for the crumbling down of that system.

If there is unemployment, as I say there is, and
if the workers are also suffering from a reduction of
wages, let us consider what steps we should take to
free the workers from its effects. I shall nof raise
the question of the capitalist system and its abolition,
but certsinly we must consider the various plans
gome of the countries in the world have adopted for
getting rid of the depression, There, is for instance,
the Soviet plan, there is the plan made by Mussolini
to inorease employment, there is the plan made by
Hitler, and there is also the most important plan

-made by Roosevelt. I don’t wish to go into the
details of these plams, but two things become quits
clear if we study these plans. The first thing is that
we cannot get rid of depression by merely depending
upon the automatio adjustment of the various factors
in the world, Time is past when we can have what is
called self-adjustment. Sir Arthur Salter has wvery
wisely said that the world’s economic mechanism has
lost its self-mdjusting quality. We must therefore
now deliberately adopt plans to get rid of the crisis
from which we are suffering. His Execellency the
Viceroy in the speech which he made in this Agsem-
bly last year recognised this principle. He also
repeated his recognition of the principle in his recent
speech in Calcutta. The second principle that comes
out of the study of these plans is that all plans must
be co-ordinated by an international effort. This prin-
ciple was also recognised when His Excellency dealt
with the Roosevelt plan in his recent speech in
Chaleutts.

SUGGESTED REMEDIES,

Now, Sir, without going into these principles, I -

would like to make certain definite suggestions to the
Government in order that the misery from which the

workers are suffering both from unemployment and .

from reduction of wages may be reduced. My
firat suggestion is & constitutional one, We are living
in » time when our constifution is undergoing a
revision, I would suggest to the Government of
Tndia that in the Yew Constitution they should lay
down the fundamental right that the workers shall
have a right to live, and in this connection I shall
quote only a few lines from a very valuable Report
-jgsued by the Director of the International ILabour
Orgsnization. That Report was published in 1933.

“ In faot, it may be said that the right to work or main-
" tensnoe, which has been olaimed by the workers for many

yeats past, is now more generally recognised than at any

previous time, &# the author of the World Economic
Survey points ont.” - .

i

) to the Government of India that they should follow

Then there is a quotation from the Word Eoonomic-
Survey: :
“The * right to live *if not the * right to work” hae been
much more firmly established. .. The widespread acoepts *
anoe of the notion of * Btandards of living® and the asmo- .
olated ooncept of a ‘minimum standard,’ which society
should in some way guarantee to every normal individual,
is one of the most remarkable social developments of re- |
oent years. The contractual idea which ft embodies is of
profound importance and marks a diatinot departure from
theories of individual enterprise and free competition. It
establishes, in economic organisation, a new sooial right
comparable in many ways with property rights.”

During the last session, the Assembly decided
that there should be a fundamental right for the pro~
toction of property. May I ask the Assembly now to
guarantes to the workers this right tolive? ThenI
shall suggest to the Government of India that in
order that they should be able to deal with questions
like unemployment and wages and the bigger indust-
rial questions they should immedietely give effect to
the puggestion of Sir Arthur Salter for the establish-
ment of an Economic Council. I shall suggest to
them that they should give immediate effect to the
recommendation made by the Royal Commission on
Labour for the sstablishment of an Industrial Coun—
cil. . Unless these organizations are established it
will not be easy for the Government of India to
deal with large questions which are coming up for
solution. ' -

When we discuss the question of improving the
economic condition two proposals are generally
made, The first is that we should inflate our currency
and the second is that we should raise tariff bar-
riers. In my former speeches in this Assembly I
have made it quite clear that by the iunflation of
currency and the raising of tariff barriers the workers
are placed on the horns of dilemma. They are bene- .
fitted in one way, but they suffer in another way..
But we are living in desperate times, and if nothing ¢
olse is done, in sheer desperation I would prefer this {
inflation of currency and the raising of tariff barriers |
to inaction. At the same time I would suggest to the-
Government of India that they should favourably
consider what the economists call reflation Instead
of inflation, The report which I have jusf men-
tioned—Mr. Butler’s report—explains reflation in
this way : :

“ Hence the dootrine of reflation ; that is to say, of
adopting concerted measures to restore the vast sums of
money now lying idle to eirculation in order to raise
prices, is now gaining ground.” :

1 therefore suggest to the Government of India
that instead of thinking of inflation they should take
steps to effeot reflation, that is, greaber circulation of
the money mnow lying idle in the various banks in
this country. In order to do that, the Government
of India should take steps to create gmploymeni:ii
and to see that adequate wages mre given to the!:
workers, That is the only way to create what I
call reflation.

PUBLIC WORKS,

Now the Government of India can create em-
ployment in various ways, The Government of
Indie should follow an sctive policy to establish
State-owned and State-managed railways. At ome}1
time they followed that policy and built our railway
system. 1 suggest to them and I suggest to the
Railway Board that they should give up their timid ,
and hesitating policy and adopt 8 bold and forward |
policy of new construction of railways. ¥

( AFTER RECESS,)

When we adjourned for lunch I was suggesting
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an active polioy as regards creating employment
and suggested that they should undertake the con-
struction of railways and I suggest now that,
besidea constructing railways, they should try io
develop all the railway industriex They should
build their locomotives, their carriages, their wagons
and make their sieepers. I also suggest to the
‘Government of India that they should take steps to
develop a mercantile marine in India. India is not
going to have a mercantile marine through private
eapitalists. If ever we are going to have a mercantile
miarine, it wiil be $hrough the efforts of Governmant,
I also suggest to the Government of Indis that they
should undertake public works such as roads, bridges
and even buildings, canals and drainage works and
‘the clearing of sums. Several countries are at
present following this policy. Ths United States of
Amaerioa, Germany and Italy are spending huge sums
of money in undertaking public works. The Govern-
ment of India starts public works during famine
time. The times in which we are living are very
similar to famine times. The Whitley Commission
has recommended that during times of unemploy-
ment Government should stard public works even in
towns. I suggestto the Government of India that
they should take immediate steps to give effect to
this recommendation of the Royal Commission on
Labour. '

- UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE,

+_Then I would suggest to the Government of
India that they should slso undertake some schems
-of unemployment insurance, but much water has
ﬂqwt} under the bridge since the Whitley Com-
.mission wrole its report. There was a time when
the Umte.d States of Amerioa was against unemp-
on_ment. insuranices schemes. They have changed
their views and I am quite sure that if the
Whitley Commission had been meeting to.day they
would make a different report,  As Topards un-
gmpl_oyme_nt insurance, the Fawoett Committee that
inquired into a dispute in Bombay made a recom-
mendation that whenever unemployment is ereated
on account of the employers taking up rationalisa-
tion schemes some steps should be taken to protect
the workers against the unemployment that is
-created. | I would also suggest to the Govenment of
India that they should follow what the world is
doing to-day to prevent unemployment, namely,
reduce the hours of work. I am aware: that the
Government of .India have placed legislation befors
this legislature for reducing hours of work, I wish
to saggest to them that they should ecome into line
with the world by reducing the hours much more
than they are prepared to do. I also suggest to the
Goverpmant of India that as regards the unemploy-
ment in docks they should immediately give effect
t(_)_ the recommendation made by the Royal Commis-
sion on Labour by starting a system of registration

and thus decasualising the employment of dock-
workers,

WAGE INCREASE NEEDED,

. Ishall nowturn to the question of wages
think I made it quite clear that if the purcghssin;
power o_f the country is to be restored, there must be
better circulation of money, and in order to do that
we must give not only employment to the workers
but we must give them sdequate wages, Unfortu-
nately we are now faced with reduction of wages in
slmost a.ll' the industries, The justification for
the radncl;lqn of wages that is alleged is that
prices have' gone down and that therefore: real
wages have not gone down., It is true that
prices have gone down. I do not dony the
fahct and in some cases real wages also may not
s1o0w any reduotion, In some oases it may even
show an increase, but I would ask the members of |

the Assembly and the Government to consider this
question, - The standard of life of the workers of this’
country is extremely low. What we want is thas
that standard should be immediately raised and if-
that standard is raised that is one of the means by
which prosperity will be brought to the country.
Therefore every step must be taken to see that the
standard of life of the working olasses is raised. If .
you reduos the wages the standard of life cannot be
raised. You may remember that a few days ago my
friend Mr. Mody made a sp2sch in which he said:
What right have the consumers to sxpeot to get
things below the cost of production? May I ask,
what right has the employer to get labour for wages
that are below a reasonable standard of life ? They
have mno right to get labour for wages which do-not
provide a reasonable standard of life to the working
olagses. .

Raja Bahadur G, Krishnamachariar: What is
that reasonable standard? Will you tell us?

My, Joshi: I have not the time to go into that.
I will only content myself by seying that they
should get a reasonable standard of life. It is quite
true that when prices go down the individual
workers get more forthe wages they get. At the
same time lef us romember that the total wages bill of
the industry is not increased, but is reduced on
account of the number of people employed being
reduced, Who bears the burden of the unemploy-
ment? Real wages may not have been reduced,
but the responsibilities of tha people who are employed
have increased because it is they who somshow have
to bear the burden of unempleyment.

Sir Frank Noyce: May I ask the Honourable
Meamber how they discharge their responsibility ?

. Mr. Joshi: They discharge their responsibility
a3 best as they can and they dizoharge it much better
than some of us do. .

Sir Frank Noyce: That is not an answer to my
question. I put a definite question to the Honourable
Member and I should be extremely grateful for a
definite answer.

Mr, Joshi: My definite answer is that the
unemployed in India today are maintainad by the
employed workers in this country and by nobody
elss, Government is doing nothing for them, That
is my answer. I hope my answer is satisfactory.

Sir Muhammed Yakub: Quite unsatisfactory.

Mr, Joshi: I would also suggest to the Govern-
ment of India to consider this, that wage reduction
does not even help industry,

Wage reduction will not help in getting rid of
the depression existing in the country to-day. If wa
study this question, we shall find that in America
where wage reduction was the iargest the depres-
sion was the greatest, and in Great Britain where
wage reduction is the lowest the depression is
the least, Let us therefore remember that wage re-
duokion is not going to help industry. I would thera-
fore suggest to the Government of India to take very
vigorous steps to ses that the wages in India are not
only not reduced but increased, and for that purposa

"I would suggest that they should follow the policy

which'Roosevelt is following in America. Ha insists
upon an increase of wages, and the Government of
India should take power to see that wages are in-
creased in this country and not redaced.

A MINIMUM WAGE.

I would also suggest to them to lay down o
minimum wage for sil industries, BSir, the theory
that minimum wage logislation can apply only to
unorganised industries is an explodsd theory ; it no
longer holds good to-day. I therafore suggest to fhem.
to establish minimum wages in all industries. Mr.
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President, I would also suggest to the Government
of Indin to see at least that an inquiry is made before
any wage-reduction takes place in any industry. This
at least is not too much to ask. I would also suggest
to them that they shouid give special attention to
the case of protecfed industries, If an industry
_ receives protection from Government, thaf industry
is bound to give that protection to the workers engag-
ed in that industry {Hear, hear). I would also puggest
" to the Government of India that they should change
the Indian Companies Act and put a limit to the
dividends that are distributed to the shareholders and
compel the companies that run factories snd indus-
tries {n this country to establish a wage equalisation
fund. Sir, many of the companies have established
what are called dividend equalisation funds, Now
if they have such a fund, why should they not be
compelled to establish & wage equalisation fund ?
Mr, President, I have one more suggestion to offer
on this point and that is that the Government of
India should take steps to give effect to the recom-
mendation of the Royal Commission on Labour and
insist upon o fair wages clause being put in in all
" public contracts, '

8ir, I do not wish to take up much time of this
House, but before 1 cloae I shall say only one word,
and it is this, The misery which the working olasses
in this country are suffering from due to unemploy-
ment and to reduction in wages is great. We cannot
imagine, nor am I able to describe, that misery in an
adequate manner; but let us remember this, that the
working classes are suffering in many ways, not
only financialliy, but in other ways. Sir, if a man
remains unemployed, he loses his skill, he loses his
working capacity, he is demoralized. That is a
greater loss tohim and also to the country than even
the financial loss caused to the worker himself. I
would therefore asuggest that the Government of India
- should take vigorous steps t¢ see that the workers
are paid adequate wages, and I suggest that they
shouid take steps very promptly. A policy of dila-
toriness and hesitation is fatal. They should give up
thet policy so that not only the workers will benefit
but I am sure the industries and the whole country
will benefit, 8ir, I have done, (Applause.)

Gorvespondence.

POST OFFICE ECONOMIES.
To TEE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

SIR,—Although England and many other countries
have long ago brought down their rates of postage
to the pre-war level there is nosign that India will
witness any reduction in its rates in the near future,
A rnew snquiry committee will sit, for which an
expenditure of Re. 60000 has been samctioned. Its
scope of enquiry seems, however, limited. It is to
investigate - and overhaul the present methods and
standards of work and not perhaps to go again into
the question of the desirability of the present staff of
supervising officers. The Jehangir retrenchment sub-
committee of 1931 brought about a phenomenal reduc-
tion of 207 in the ataff of the Superintendents of Post

©Offices, but it practioally left the staff of the Deputy |

Postmasters-General undisturbed. The ery of the-
hour still is that the staff is top-heavy, and the Deputy

Postmaster-General furnishes apparently a vulver
able point for attack. One can understand the need
for one Deputy to the Assist. Postmaster-General, but

agacond such Peputy seems of the nature of a luxury,
Each such officer costs about Ra, 15,000 a year and

if the post of = second such officer at Labore,
Lucknow, Cslcutts, Madras, and Bombay is brought
under reduction a saving of three.-fourths of a lakh

of rupees a year will at once follow. Can the new
Committes look into this ?

The Postmssters-General of Bombay snd
Calcutta are given a special allowance of Rs. 250
s month, In the present state of deficita is this addi-
tion to regular pay a real necessity to an already
highly-paid officer ?

In towns like Bombay and Caloutts where the
Presidency Post-Master has an inspecting staff of
Poatmasters to assist him, where is the real need of
bhaving gazetted Postmasters in oharge of sub-post
offices? Some sort of justification ¢an be found for
each meagure of increase in the 'public expenditure,
but the point is whether that inorease is really neces-
Bary,

Thess are just s few suggestions to rouse the
publiz interest in the affaire of the Post Office.
Unless an sll round overhauling is made, there does
not seem to be much prospect of coming back to the
0ld cheap rates, —Yours, ete,

A.B.C.
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