Registored B.—808,

EprToR :

P. KODANDA RAO.
Orrice : SERvANTS oF Inpia Socrery’s HouE, Pooxa 4.

VoL XVII, No. 5 }

POONA—THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1934,

Rs. 6.
SUBSN- 15 E,

{ INDIAN
FOREIGN

CONTENTS.

Page

ToPro8 OF THE WEEK. e - o 49
ARTIOLES 7
" Misdireoted Critioism. - - 53

Relief from Rural Debt. - e . 04

Liquidation of Industrial Debts, e . 5B
Ouor LORDON LETTER. w7
QUR PARLIAMERTARY LETTER. o~ o 98
MISCELLANEOUS :—

+ The White Paper—What Next ?*’ Mr, Srizivata

Sastri's Criticism. o~ O8

Topics of the IWeek.

“‘Observer” and Mr. Sastri.

WE heartily share the high praise which the
Tribune of Lahore bestowed on *Observer ” whole
geries of well-informed, well-agrued, and illuminating
articles it was our privilege to publish in the SER-
VANT OF INDIA, The . Tribune is right in stating
that “ Observer” had done valuable service by his
contributions and will do even greater service by
declaring himself. But his preference for anonymity
must prevail.

An enterprising writer in the Times of India
ventured to identify * Observer " with the Rt. Hon.
V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri. It ia hardly necessary to eay
that the guess is wholly incorrect,

* » »

Draconian Anti=Terrorist Legislation,

A BILL designed to deal with terrorism has re-
cently been introduced into the Bengal Legislative
Council. 1t proposes, amongst other things, to con.
fer on the executive very wide and arbilrary powers
of restraining personal liberty and seeks to enhance
punishments for offencee under the Arms and
Explogive Substances Acts. This however is by no
mesns the Bengel Government’s first essay in that
direction; but this time wunder the inspiration
of Bir Jokn Anderson with his Irish experience,
they are apparently determined not to be content

" with any half measures but go the whole way
by prescribing the extreme penalty of death for
offendera against the two Acts, though the maximum
originally laid down in the former did not exceed
seven years' impriconmeni and in the latter trams.
portaticn fcr life, Special anti-terrorist legislation
due to expire next year is also sought to be made
permanent by the proposed measure, The fact that
even after ten years’ ruthless enforcement of the
-very drastic provigions of this legislation terrorism

is not rooted out should really have mnadathe Bengal
Government pause and think of devising different -
remedies for stamping out the evil, But far from

' adopting this sensible course they are now intending
to place that legislation psrmanently on the statute

book | What to others muy seem to be a conclusive
argument against the continuance of repression
is to them one in its favour. They argue, to the
gatisfaction of none but themselves, that terro-
rism can no longer be regarded as a passing phase of
the situation apd therefore the specially drastic
powers for deamling with it embodied in that
legisiation must be made available to the executive
for all time, If the movement is admittedly yet far
from being brought under countrol, it is difficult to
see how the mere permanent availability of those
drastic remedies is going to work the miracle of
stopping it. But if a subservient legislature makes
matters essy and smooth for the executive, it would
be surprising if they made any attempt to resist the
temptation of using short-cuts like these to the sup-
pression of popular discontent.

Contrary to the Government of India’s declared
intention to close the Andamsans as a penal
settlemeni—a declaration made as far back as
1921, convictad terrorists are being constantly sent to
that island, the hardships of whioh place it is super-
fluous to detail now. In these circumstances public .
concern for the well-being of these young people sent
to the Andsmsans or locked up in special detention
camps is perfectly natural, In faot the prolonged
hunger strike on their part in the Andamans of last
yoar resulting in the death of three of them convinc-
ingly shows that such curiosity is not misplaced.
Yet the proposed Bill seeks to penalise any ‘* undue
oconcern and sympathy * with these unfortunate hu-
man beings on the ground that it is likely to create
an atmosphere favourable to recruitment to the/
terrorist movement | With the line of demarcation
belween due and urndue concern being very thin,
it is easy to see that no newspaper can report even the
ordinary jllness of mny of these detenus without
bringing itself within the olutches of the very com-
prehensive provisions of the proposed law. But why,
one wonders, are the Bengal Government so hali-
hesrted in their deslings with the press ? Why do
they hesitate to be thorough even in this matter by
ordering the wholesale abolition of this newspaper
nuizance ? That would be entirely in line with the
whole scheme of the new measure and would save
newspapers themselves from the unpleasant conse-
quences of the uncertainty of their fate involved in
working with this Damocles’ :aword hanging over
their heads. B

L J * *

Repression in Bhor.

I_N very few States in the Decean is there suoh‘
sustained and organised agitation for redress of

| popular grievances and essertion of popular rights
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on the part of the people ss in Bhor, This is solely
due to the publioc spirit of the leaders in the State, of
whom the most prominent is Mr, Gopinathrao Potnis.
In these circumstances it is only to be expeoted that
Mr. Potnis should come into constant collision with
the State’s officials. His popularity is s0 immaensethat
it would almost sesm as if, with a little effort, he could
oause the State’s machinery tobe held up if he were so
minded, but Mr. Potnis is gifted with a spirit of self-
restraint which is rare among political agitators
and it is mostly on account of the influence he steadi-
1y exerts on the side of peace that in thia State where,
in spite of the keen discontent felt by the masses with
the administration, so little obstruetion is offered to
the mackinery of government. But ihe officials in
the State are spparantly eager to bring about a gene-
ral flare-up, for otherwise we cannot underatand their
present policy of repression, which only results in
putting out of action the only elements which can
exert a restraining influence upon the public at
large. '

The latest instance of this repressive policy -con-

aista in the Bhor Durbar launching & prosscution
against Mr, Potnis on the charge that he threatened and
aseaultad & constable who had been told off to shadow
him, The magistrate who tried him found him guilty
and sentenced him to two years' rigorous impri-
sonment and ordered him further to execute s bond
for Re. 500 with one security in a like
amount for another year. Wae suppose this magi-
gtrate has exhausted all the legal power he possessed
in imposing this sentence, For him the convietion
was a simple affair : he just believed the prosscution
story and disbelieved the acoused. What could be
easier than this ? The prosecution story was that the
“aocused is & leader of Iawless people. He visits
villages, eollects people, makes speeches and encour-
ages them to break the law or commit breach of the
peace ... He is & nuisanve to the State ... &e. &o.”
Few judges misbelieve such stories in political cases
in the States, and the magistrate in question does not
deserve any partioular blame for such a complete
failure of the apprecintion of evidence thathe exhibita
and for the travesty of justice of which he is guiity
in consequence. The whole blame rests upon the
- officinle who etarted the prosecution. They might
have bethought themselves of the ridicule which
they would bring down upon the state from all think-
ing people by arraigning a man who is universally
known in these perts for transparent honesty and
almost a romantic devotion to nom-violence, The
question involvaed here is not one of justice but of
policy, and the ruler of the State must give full con-
sideration to it. Wae verily believe that to lock up a
man like Mr. Potnis is to sit upon a safety-valve,
The ruler’s attempi ghould on the contrary be to con.
ciliate him and thus to establish conditions of per-
qnanent peace in the State. With true leadera of the
people in prison, there will be anything but peace.
» * L 4

Capitation Debate in the Assembly,

THE recent debate in the Assembly over the
British Government's decisions on the findings of the
Capitation Tribunal served the purpose of voicing
Tndis’s sense of kesn dissatisfaction at the manner
in which the whole question has besn disposed of.
But the importance of the subject really merited
fuller and Dbetter-informed attention at the  As-
sombly’s hands than was possible within the limits
of an adjournment motion. We hope an early op-
portunity will be sought for this when the necessary
materials, about the lack of which a complaint
" rightly went up from more than one member, become
available. In this connection we cannsot help saying
4hat the public demand for the publication of the

tull texts of the notes appended by Sir Shadilal and
Sir Suleimaun to the Tribunsal’a report has reason on
its side. Jven at their best their officially prepa~
red summaries can be but poor substitutes for the
originals, and their suppression cannot be justified
even on the ground of cost which the Army Seoretary
tried to make out was the only one for their
non-publication.

But the real point upon which the Indian
public hag a right to ask for enlightenment from the
Government of India is why when the latter were
askted by the British CGovernment whether they
were prepared to accept the majority findings of the
Tribunal they were in such a deadly hurry to notify
their acquiescence. Did they owe no responsibility
to public opinion and was it not incumbent on them
to consulf it before committing themselves? If any-
thing, it would have strengthened their hands in
the splendid fight they have been putting up on
India’s behalf in the matter of the eapitation pay-
ments. The defences of the Government'a failure to
do 8o given by the Army Secretary was, to say the
least, most uneonvineing. To say that further higgl-
ing would have been practically useless, as the Army
Secretary did, is to show a light-hearted unconcern
for the taxpayer's interest.

1t also teanspired in.the couras of the debale that
the Tribunal did not go into the vital question whe-
ther the existing size of the Indian army was settled
polely with an eye to Indian interests; for if it had
done 8o, it would have necessitated, it is argued, the
laying before it of information of a highly confiden-
tial nature., How then did the Tribunsl fix on the
figure of nearly two erores of rupess which, it deoided,
ghould be eontributed by the: Imperial Government
towards Indiae™military expenditure? It is clear
that in this matter India hag not received justice ak.
the hands of the Imperial' Gevernment.

- * *

Kashmir Reforms,

THE serious public disorders whioh disorganised
life in Kashmir two years ago, however regrettable
in themselves and whatever their other evil con-
sequences, served to draw pointed attention fo the
deep-seated political discontent among the people of
the State. A declaration of the intention of the
Maharaja to grant liberal reforms to his subjecta soon
followed, the task of framing & constitution being
simultaneously remitted to & committee which has
now submitted its raport. According to this, the pro-
posed State Assembly would counsist of 75 members,
of whom 28 are to be State officials ( 16 State Coun-
cillors and 12 officiala ), 33 elected, and 14 nominated
from constituencies in which election is impossibie.
The number of |elected members would be made up
of 21 Moslems, 10 Hindus, snd two 8ikhs; while the
fourteen nominated ones are o include two untouch-
ables, two Buddhisis and one domiciled Hindn of
Srinagar. It has been provided under the scheme that,
apart from the officials, the minimum number of
Muslim members should be 32 and the maximum
Hindu ones 25. We are concerned not go much with
the communal balance sought to be established in the
proposed Assembly as with the number of seats
thrown open to electior in comparison with those to
be filled by nomination. It is seen from the above
figures that while 33 of its members would be elected,
as many as 42 would be nominated so that the
popular voice stands little chance of being effectively
heard. It is some consolation that the elaction to
the Assembly will be direct, for which a unanimous
preference was expressed to the Committee by
different sections of opinion in the State. :
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. The franchise qualifications are cast on thae lines
of those obtaining in the adjoining pro-
winoe of the Punjab and are expected to bring 10 per
cent. of the male aduli population on theelectoral regis-
tor. It is difficult not to find fault with the Committee
“for barring women from the franchise and proposing
a residential qualification so unconscionably long as
ton years. Thae exercise of the right to vote is optional
and it is impossible to persuade oneself that its
extension to the purdah-riddem fair gex even in edu-
ostionally backward Kashmir would have led
to any unmanageable complications. Literacy in
Urdu has been prescribed as a qualification for can-
didature for seats in the Assembly whose life will
be three years, though the State Councillors will be
appointed for four years and a half, The need for
. this last provision is difficult to see clearly, It is to
be hoped that the functions that may be allotted to
the Assembly will at least be more satisfactory than
its constitution. '
» » -

Triumph of Personality.

* THE Harijan tour of Mabatma Gandhi from end
to end of India and right across has been a triumphal
march which the mightiest Prirce or the holiest
Provhet might envy. The mammoth erowds that
flocked from far and near to every plaze where le
halted if only tohavse his durshan and nothing more

.were unprecedented. The ardent devotion of somse of
.the Harijane, who hailed him as their saviour, as an
avadar come down from on high to wipe their tears,
to bresk their bonds of social tyranny and to wuplift
them to the bosom of God was indeed very touching.
Non-Harijans too flocked in their thousands to hear
him preach—not a political tornado against foreign
tyranny but a social crusade against their own
swadeshi tyranny ; to show up their sins in practis-
ing, tolerating and even defending untouchability
and to call them to contrition and reparation. His
message was certainly not flattering to them nor
were the great majority of them prepared to answer
his eall, at any rate immediately. The attraction
-waa bis personality, not his precepts. And so great
was the attraction of his personality that thousands
of proud Savarnas cheerfully put themselves to no
inconsiderable trouble and inconvenience to seek his
darshan and quietly tolerated his castigation of them.
* * -*

Superstitions,

The Mahatma is no cheap rhetorician who wonld
not hesitate to press into service a false analogy or
superstition if only it promised at the moment to
drive home his argument and electrify his audience.
His references to the recent earthquake which devastat-
ed some parts of Bihar are, therefore, tobe regrefted.
In one of his speeches in South India he is reported
40 have eaid that there was a divine purpose
bebind the earthquake, And in another speech—it
was at Tuticorin—he is reported to have said that
the earthquake was a divine punishment for
the sin of untouchability. If it were true that not a
sparrow falls but by divine sanction, the Sanatanists
might argue that untouchability had also divine
sanction. As s matter of fact, at s public meeting in
Poona a SBanatanist affirmed that devastations like the
recent floods end the more recent earthquake were the
-eXpression of divine wrath provoked by the desecra-
tion of Hindu dherma by the Mahatma and his
anti-untouchability campaign. Apparently God
is on the side of both or neither. In either case he
may lge eliminated when reform based on human
effort i8 under consideration. - Reagons of humanity
and social justice are good enough weapons with
whlcp to combat untouchability without dragging
God into  the controversy and without inculca.

ting puerile superstitions, baoked with all the moral
guthority of the Mahatma, among a people already
over-ridden by impenetrable superstitions. It is a

disservice,
-* » -

Mahatma and Bihar Harijans.

Earnest appeals havae been addressed to
Mahatma Gandhi to divert his attention for a time
from Harijan work to the ralief of the sufferers from
the earthquake in Bihar. He has replied tbat he
may not do so as he had dedicated himself for the
time being to the Harijan cause. His vow must be
respected. 'Will it not, however, be open tohim to
divert the funds he has been collecting, or at any
rate & good part of them, for the special benefit of
the Harijan sufferers in Bihar ? The establishment of
the homeless Harijans on well-planned. and well-
built colonies in Bihar will be a first class piece of
work which the Harijan Seva Sangh may weil
undertake without in the least deviating from its
rightful path,

» * »
Danger in Kenya.

THE Indians in Kenys, and in particular the
fraders among them, have been greatly alarmed by the
proposal of the Kenya Government to infroduce
legislation with the object of restricting the present
freedom of Native marketing and of creating special
mearkets for the sale and purchase of Native produca
and to otherwise control Native marketing. Lord
Moynre, the Special Financial Commissioner, in his
report advocated the constitution of a Native Market-
ing Council, which might consider, among other
things, the * establishment of marketing centres
where larga-scale buyers might be induced to handle
native produce, licensing of traders and the prohibi-
tion or restriction of the system of barter which as
practised in some of the small Asiatio stores is
alleged to operate generally to the disadvantage of
the native producer,” It may be noted that Lord
Moyne did not himself make out a case for these
changes but was content to suggest that these
questions * might usefully be considered” by the
Native Marketing Advisory Council. The Council
was appointed and Mr. J. B. Pandya, the veteran
Indian publicist and businessman and the President
of the Federation of Indian Chambsrs of Commerce
in Kenya, was a member thereof. It recommended
legislation on the lines suggested for consideration
by Lord Moyne, Mr. Pandya emphatically dis-
senting. In his extremely able and well-argued
speech at the second session of the Federation held
recently at Nairobi, Mr. Pandya stated that no cese
had been made out for the intended legislation, that
the evils complained of either did not exist or could
be remedied otherwise and to much better effect and
that the legislation, while in no way benefiting the
Native producer, would only divert the marketing
of Native produce from the Indians, who had been
pioneers in this maiter, to Europeans. It was more
an anti-Indian measure than a cro-Native one.
Professing to benefit the Natives, it, in effect, was
intended to and will bemnefit the Evropean at the
expense of the Indian,

Such legisiation has already been passed in
Tanganyika and Uganda in the teeth of Tndian
opposition. Mr, Pandya and his Federation, while
in no doubt about the resl purpose and effect of the
proposed legislation in Kenya, were however willing,
ney anxious, to submit their case to impartial
exsmination, They suggested that inasmuch as such
legislation is already in operation in the two neigh-
bouring countries, its results should be assessed
by an impartial commission of enquiry before it was



52

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

| FEBRUARY 1, 1984,

extended to Kenya. This is an extremely fair
offer, If it can be proved that the legislation did
no good to the Natives but only benefitted Europeans
at the expense of the Indians, there would bs no
justification for underteking similar legislation in
Kenya. On the other hand, there will be every justi-
fieation for repealing the legisiation in Uganda and
Tanganyika,

The Federation requested the Goverament of
India to depute Kunwar Sir Maharaj Singh, the
Indian Agent in South Afries, to enquire into the
situation already created in Uganda and Tanganyika
and which will be created in Kenya by such seem-
ingly general but really anti-Indian legisiation. This
strengthens the plea for the stationing of an Indian
Agent in Eastern Africa. Danger as is threatened
by the locoming legislation is better nipped in the
bud than fought at a later stage. The presence of
an Indian Agent charged with the duty of keeping &
close watoh on the march of events and the premo-
nitions of coming dangers will go far to achieve this
purpose,

* * *

Land Mortgage Banks.

THE announcement made by Sir George Schuster
the other day of his intention to introduce a Rill in
the Legislative Assembly for the purpose of giving
the status of trustee securities to the debentures of
eo-operative land mortgage banks will give great
satisfaction to all who are interested in the improve.
ment of the condition of the rural populstion. The
Bill is really due to the persistent efforts put forth
by the Central Land Mortgage Bank of Madras, of
which Dewan Behadur M. Ramachandra Rao is
President, As in the case of suoh other institutions of
land credit, this Bank, which was established in 1929,
issues debentures on the gecurity of mortgages assigned
to it by primary land mortgage banks { of which
there are now 60 ) and finances these banks out of
the proceeds of such debentures. At the last annual
meeting of the Bank, held on 7th October 1933, the
President said that the Bank had by then sold
debentures worth Rs. 10,73,000, although the rate of
Interest had been reduced from 6% to 5 per cent., which
shows that the debentures are popular. Still unitil
they are recognised as trustee investments, they will
not be readily saleable and will not be taken up in
as large quantities ag is desirable, The Madras
Government, as recommended by the Townsend Com-
mittee on Co-operation, has guaranteed interest on
_ debentures within the first five years, but the Govern-
ment of India wanted local Governments o guarantee
principal as well as interest as & oondition precedent
to their making the debentures trustee seeurities
ander the Indian Trusts Act. Probably the Madras
Government has now undertaken to guarantee prin-
_cipal as well. Anyway we are glad that the prin-
oipal impediment will soon be removed that stood
in the way so far of suppiying sll the needs of
agriculturists for long-term loans for such purposes
as redeeming old debts or effecting land improve-
ment.

Sticles,

MISDIRECTED CRITICISM.

HEN Mr. Sam Weller knocked down out
W of hand the portly Mr. Grummer, the chief
of the Police at Ipswich who had arrested

Mr, Pickwick, the gallant Mr, Nathaniel Winkle,
possibly animated by the display of Mr. Weller's

valour, commenced, no sooner he saw Mr. Grummer
fall, a terrific onslaught on & small boy who
stood . innocently near him. Much of the oriti-
cism of the speeches of Mr, V, 8. Srinivasa Sastri in
Madras and of the organisers of the All-Parties’ Con~
ference in Bombay is reminiscent of Mr, Winkle's
performance, It is perhaps natural that the gallant
fire-eaters, routed by the “mailed fist" of the Govern-
ment and writhing under defeat and comsequent
chagring and unable to renew their struggle against
the Government, seek some compensatory consolation
in denouncingthe Liberalsand others whose only fault
is that they decline heroically to attempt the impossi-
ble, refrain from uttering empty threais against the .
Government and do not bang their heads against a
stone wall for the simple reason that it does more
injury to the heads than to the wall.

Much of the oriticism, where it is not deliberately
mulicious or mendacious, is wholly misdireoted.
It centered round the White Paper, the Communal
Award and sanctions, It is common ground that no-
body in India is pleased with the White Paper.
On the other hand, almost everybody is
disappointed, though not all for the same reasom ,
Nobody had denmounced it sc unsparingly as Mr,
Sastri and the Liberals either at Caloutta in
April Iast or more recently in Madras and Bombay-
But this negative agreement will not serve India's
purpose. It will only strengthen the hands of the
Tory Government. ¥or the Indian constitution, at
its noxt stage, must necessarily be & compromise
between the claims of the warious parties in India
and in England. Inssmuch as the White Paper is
uniformly unsatisfactory not only to all the politioal
parties in India but to the Tory dichards in
England, Government might with justification main-
tain that it is the best compromise and ths only com-
promise possible,

Something more positive is nscessary to tell the
Government what exactly will make the constitution
tolerable to progressive opinion in India, though ik
may not wholly satisfy the demands of the extre-
mists in any party. The search is thersfore for the
greatest common measure of agreement that may be
reached at the All-Parties’ Conference. Nobody will
regret if the level of agreement was higher than
the Joint Memorandum. A unity conference must
lay emphasis on unity but, of course, the higher the
level of unity the better. The present objective
is not to run a race in formulating demands
and to discover who can put up higher demands
than others. The optimum demand backed by the
maximum of public support has better chances of
producing practical results than fhe maximum demand
backed by the minimum of publie support.

The White Paper as it stands satisfies nobody.
Even Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, who played the largest
and the most effective part that any Indian was
permitted at the Round Table Conference and may
therefore be presumed to be most tender to its results,
went so far astothreaten non-cooperation if the White
Paper was enacted asit stood. Hehassubmitled a most
important memorandum onthe minimum improve—
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ments necessary in the White Paper. So hava
the signatories' to the Joint: Memorandum. Kvea
Dewan Bahadur Ramaswami Mudaliar, while cham-
pioning the White Paper, has lined np with the
signatorios of the Joint Memorandum in his demands,
If, as & result of the All-Parties’ Conference, thesa
friends can be persuaded to raise their demands high-
er as somo others wish, so much the better, It is how-
ever highly desirable that nothing shouid be done at
the All-Parties’ Conference which might weakea the
hands. of the signatories of the Joint Memorandum, for
at the moment they carry the maximum, whatever
that may be, of comstructive influence with the Briti-
sh Cabinet. An agreemont at a higher level than the
Joint Memorandum will, if conceived ina friendly
and appreciative spirit, strengthen the signatories
of that Memorandum inasmuch as they can with
justification maintain that the bulk of publie opinion
in India wanted them to go beyond $he Memoran-
dum.

| In his letter to Sir Chimanlal Setalvad declining
3o attend the Conference, Mr. Satyasmurty contended
that, aa & follower of the Congress, he was unsable to
mgree fo tho reservation of Defence and Foreign
Affairs wholly outside popular control—a policy
_which, he presumed, the Round Tablers had sgreed
to. He was, however, willing to agree to safeguards in
the mutuel interests of India and Great Britain during
& short fransition period. There does not seem to be
material difference between his thesis and the Joint
Momorandum, inasmuch as it says that the reserva-
tion ia only for a transition period and profests
against . reducing such influence as the Indian
members of the present Executive Council have been
exercising in Army affairs and suggests various
means by which Army administration shall be
gubjected to popunlar influence. The difference, if
any, is not enough to justify the boycott of the
Conference. ' ‘

The orgenisers of the All-Parfies’ Conference
have come In for severe criticism from ecertain
quarters for excluding the Communal Award from
the deliberations of the Conferenca. It is not their
fault that they had to do so. The organisers - were
mostly nationalists, including the Liberals, and
their attitude towards the Communal Award is well
known. Nobody dislikes it more than they do; no-
body realises more vividly the permanent evil
wesults of that Award than they and nobody will
be more pleased if it could be set aside in favour of
a netional agreement, Nobody was more zealous in
promoting unity conferences to achieve this object.
But all previous efforts were in vain. The diffienity
bas only been added to by the Communal Award. If
there is a fairly large volume of opinion in favour
of reopening it, the All-Parties’ Conference, we
fancy, will only be too pleased to include it in tha
programme, It is for those who criticise them for ex-
cluding it to make out a case that there iz a fair
chance of agreement on the communal question. And
1ot it be remembered that it is possible only if pro-
minent leaders of the Muslims, the Harijane and
other communities indicate their willingness to

[}

reopen the Award. It will do no good if only
the Hindus or the Nationalists are lkesn on the
change. The unilateral =zeal of the Hindu-
Nationalists hsa only intensified the suapicions
of the Mualims and others and driven them more
firmly into the arms of the (overnment, Let
those whbo are disappointed with the execlusion of
the Award from the deliberations of the Conference
engage themselves to better purpose in persuading
the minorities to agree to a change. The exclusion
does not mean that the Libarals propose to recoucile
themselves to the communal electorates for all time,
‘though they realise only too well that the longer
they last the more difficult will it be to gek rid of
them. They look forward tothe earliest opportunity
when they may tackle the question with some chanee
of success, If it comes earlier, nobody will be more
pleasad. The Liberals are driven to abandon any
proposal for the immediate modifieation of the Com-
munal Award for the very reason that the Congress
decided to abandon mass civil disobedience : both are
impossible at the moment.

The exclusion of the discussion of “sanctions”
bas brought on the organisers of the All-Parties
Conference the most formidable, and some caustic
and contemptuous, oriticism., In the first place it
may be useful to understand what was understood by
sanotions, If the British Government declined to
accept the modifications which the Conference might
suggest, what should India do to enforee the demands
on the Government? What coercion, what sanctions
can India apply in order to compel the Government to
yield to India’s wishes ? This is quite different from
what India should do if and when an unsatisfactory
constitution is actually passed and put into operation,
To the beat of our knowledge, the promoters of the
Conference discussed only the former question of
sanctions and did not discuss the latter question.

Most of the eritics who cried down the Confor-
once did so on the ground that the organisers shied
from sanctions. It is up to those who believe in them
to take the public into their confidence and epsumerate
the sanctions that are available and may be adopted.
Beyond wishing that sanctions should be developed,
they make no conorete suggestion, The Congress,
under the Mahatma, believed in sanetions. It did
not abandon them now because it was reconciled to the
Government. If sanctions were poseible, the Con-
gress was not the body to give them up at this siage.
Mr. Sastri asked to be shown a sanction which would
do the maximum damage to the Government and
minimum to the people themaelves, It ig difficult to

~understand those who swore by sanctions, applied

them and subsequently abandoned them, eritioiging
those who never believed in such sancfions, who
never practised them and who now do not proposs to
do go, except on the analogy of the * fox without the
“tail,” The Conference does not hinder anyocne who
| believes in sanctions from applying them. Since
- there eould be no agreement on the subject, it has
been excluded.

{ Boyeott of the legislative Councils can be oal-

; led & sanction only by streching unduly its mesn,
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ing. The succeasful wrecking of Ministries in Ben-
gal and C. P, for a time in the last decade has not
gerved s s sanction In the sense of compelling
the Government to yield to the wishes of the boy-
cotters. Far from that, the Governor took over the
transferred departments and carried on the govern-
ment. Boycott is a form of protest but it is not a
sanction.

It is doubtful if theresort of the Congress to
sanctions has strengthened the hande of the Indian
delegates at the Round Table Conference but it is
oertain that it has weakened them and provoked the
numerous and serious safeguards in the Hoare consti.
tution. Sanctions have secured—not swaraj but safe-
guards, The tactics of the Congress in India and of
My, de Valera in Ireland have put ideas in the head
of the British Government and made it their primary
concern to make the new constitution not only con-
servative -and reactionary buf impregnably so.
They have brought about a formidable combination
between the diehards in England and in India to
block the way of the liberals and the radicals.
However regrettable it may be, India at the present
moment has no sanctions other than public opinion
which she can apply without doing herself more
harm than good.

As to what the most patriotic and public-spirited
Indians should do when the new constitution is
passed the Liberal Federation and the organisers of
the All-Parties’ Conference did not discuss beoause,
wo fancy, it was & contingency that had not yet
arisen, Mr, Sastri has anticipated the decision of
the Libersls. The Congress Democratic Pariy and
allied partiecs have already declared themselves,
Elsoewhere is printed Mr. SBastri’s speech on the
gubject delivered in Madras, It is impossible ‘to
improve on his passionafe plea that the oconstitu-
tion should be worked, and not boyocotted, by the
best people in the land. It is no display of courage
but of cowardice to run away from danger, shut
oneself up in & sanctuary and salve his consoience
¢hat he had no responsibility for the disaster. To
let the people suffer when he might have helped
them ever so little is not public spirit. '

There are others who would enter the Counoils
in order deliberately to wreck them. Past experi-
ence has warned the Government who have profitted
fully by it. The new constitution is proof against
wrecking tactics, uniess all the parties join. In
which oase, there is no need for wrecking.

No nationalist in India will shed hot tears if the
British Government, declining to improve the White
Paper, decided to withdraw it altogether. If Mr.
Sastri “accepts™ the new constitution, he does it even
ag the Bibaris * acoepted ” the earthquake: it is
inescapable. It mey bs defestism but it is & fact,
however unpleasant and humiliating. The Communa-
lists =as well as those who have special infer-
ests in India gain by the new constitution, primarily
in the provinces in which alone they are specially
interested. And together the Communalista form no
incongiderable seotion of the Indian peoples. To
their avidity is added the anxiety of the Conserva-
tives in England to inaugurate in their time a com-
stitution which shall forestall a more progressive
constitution that the Labour Party may propose,
when they come into power. There is no power in
India today which can effectively defeat the purpose
of these forces in England and Indis.

Consistently with his opinion that the Hoare con-
gtitution cannot bo escaped, Mr. Sastri holds that the
White Paper cannot be improved either by any move
from India. In which oase, why have an All-Parties
Conference at all ? For one thing, Messrs. Jayakar
and Ambedkar and Sir Henry Gidney, who participat~
ed in the proceedings of the Joint Select Committee,
cherish some slight hope that if the Joint Memoran-
dum is powerfully backed up in India, the White
Peper may be improved. Sir Samuel Hoare is nof
the Joint Beleot Committes and it is just possible that
the  latter might be more influenced by the Joint
Memorandum if it is influentially supported in
India, than Sir Samuel Hoare was by the arguments
of the Indian membars during the sessions of the
Round Table Conference. At any rate, a Conference
of tha kind proposed may do some good but it
cannot do any harm,

RELIEF FROM RURAL DEBT.

TH I Government of the Central Provinces is to be’

congratulated on the further messures which it

proposes to take for helping the agriculturist
carry his load of debt. We eay “ further  because
last yesar it got 8 Debt Coneiliation Act passed, under
which it took -power to set np Boards in districts or
parts of districts for the purpose of compounding
prior debts of agriculturists. Accordingly two such
Boards have been functioning, and it is encouraging
o have the testimony of the Governor, Sir Hugh
Gowan, who as Revenue Member was responsible
for the Act, that they * bave made a promising start.”
A third Board is being created almost immediately,
and provision is to be made in the next year's
budget for the constitution of four more, The
conciliation proceedings of these Boards take place

on a purely voluntary basis; that is to ssy, the
Boards (the number of whose members, all nominated
by Government, is now to be increased from five to
nine ) arfange to bring the ereditors and debtors face
to face and leave it to the parties concerned to agree
or not to agree as to the amount of debt to be paid
and the instalments in whioch to pay it. The Boards
have the power of compeiling- the attendance of
creditors with statements of accounts and documen~
tary evidence in support thereof. In case of non-
appearauce, it is provided that the creditors will for_
foit all their claims upon their debtors. This pro-
vision is enough to secure the presence of the oradi-
tors with all the necessary materials for initiating
negotiations for s settlement of debts and the Boards
give their good offices in bringing the parties to a
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fair and equitable settlement, But if and when a

-settlament takes plaoce, it is voluntarily agreed to by -

the parties and nof forced upon them as the award
-of an Arbitration Tribunal. An agreement between
creditor and debtor is however encouraged in various
ways by the Act, Creditorsa who agree to compound
their olaims are given a priority in the exeoution
of their decrees over all other oreditors excepting
those whose Ioans are secured. Further, such credi-
~tors as hold to their original contract and refuse to
- come to ferms are penalised by providing that in
subsequent oivil court proceedings costs be not
awarded and interest of more than 6 per cent. be not
.allowed to them after the date of concliation procesd-
Ings. These are very good inducements for creditors
{o come to an agreement and to effect & substantial
scaling down of their claims. If an agreement is
reached it is registered, and thereupon it takes effect
aa if it were & deoree of a civil court. The dues undsr
: the agreement then become liable, in ¢ase of default,
60 be recovered summarily as arrears of land
revenue. The agreement is not valid unless at least
-40 per cent. of the debts come under it. The benefit
-of the Act is limited only to those who live mainly
upon the land. Eventually the Act will be made
-applicable to all debts, however large they may be,
borrowed by genuine agriculturists; but for the
present, till the Boards find their feet, & limit is put
upon their activities, viz, that they shall not attempt
-composition of debla owing to an individual eredi-
tor of more Re. 5,000 in amount. Similarly a lower
dimit is put, Rs. 150 in the camse of a tenant and
Rs. 500 in the case of a landlord. If the debts are
less, the Boards do not start conoilistion proceeding.

The Debt Coneiliation Act is now being sup-
plemented in the Central Provinces by other measu-
res in the interest of debtors. Tha Home Member
Mr. Raghavendra Rao, introduced in the Legistative
Council two Bills intended to give & fairer deal than
at present to the borrowers. The first is & Bill
amending the Usurious Loans Act of the Central
Government. - This Act has remained moptly ineffec-
tive, because the power it confers upon the court to
reopen old {ransactions of moneylenders in the
interests of equity can be exercised only where two
conditions are eatisfied, viz. where, in the opinion
-of the eourt, ( 1) the rate of interest is excessive and
(2) the transaction was substantially unfair, It has
been found very difficult to fulfil both these condi-
tions, or in fact either of them. In a great many loans
the scales are in fact heavily weighted against the
borrowers, but it is not easy to produce evidence
in support that will satisfy a court. Nor ean the
court treat any rate of interest as excessive if it is
widely prevalent in the surrounding dietrict, as un-
fortunately it too oftenis. Under the'Act, interest
was to be held reasonable or otherwise according as
the risk run by the creditor in recovering his loan
was great or small. His riek was undoubtedly great
and interest could not therefore be looked upon as
excessive, within the meaning of the Act. The Aot
bas before remained practically a dead letter. The
Central Provinces Government now desires to amend

it in two waya, First,it would not be incumbens
upon the court, undev its proposals as it is at present
under the Ceniral legislation, to hold its hands till
both the oonditions mentioned above are satisfed. It
would be sufficient if either of the conditions is,
and the satisfaotion of the first condition is
proposed to be made easier by giving clesr guidance
to the court in determining what is and what ia not
an exoessive rate of interest. Compound interest
would be regarded as definitely excessive snd would
be thus prohibited ; and go far as simple interest is
concerned, no pracise definition of an unconcionable,
and excessive rate is atternpted, or in fact is possible
but any rate above 12 per cent. per annum in the
case of secured loans and 18 in the case of unsecured
loans would be regurded by the courtas creating a
presumption that it is exocessive, and the onus of
proving that the rate is fair would lie on the oreditor.
This would in effect impose a maximum limitation
upon interest charged in all loans of a normal type.
The limits laid down may themselves appear to some
to be too high ; but considering the fact that unssour-
od loans are often made at the rate of interest of
75 or even 150 per cent. per annum, the limits men-
tioned in the Bill are quite fair. In the British
Moneylenders Act of 1927, it should be remembered,
the limit stands at 48 per cent., though this limit is
without prejudice to the general power given tfo the
court by an earlier Act to give relief to .the debtor
in all cases in which it considers the rate of interest
to be excessive in spite of the faot that it does not
exceed this limit.

The other Bill introduced in the Central Provin-
ces Legislative Council, viz, the. Moneylenders Bill,
may well he expeoted, in conjunction with the Usurious
Loans Bill, to lower the rate of interest on loans such
as we have in view in the present case. Like
the corresponding Bill in the Punjab, this Bill
preseribes fo moneylenders & form of acoounts in
which principal and intersst have to be shown separa-
tely for each individual debtor and the moneylender
is made to supply such statemenis yearly to all
his debtors. These provisions are aimed only at
prevention of fraud and cannof be objected to by any
ressonable person, But in addition to the mainten-
ance of mcoounts in a particular form, the Bill
provides for another very important prinociple, viz.
that of dam dupat. The benefit of this principle is to
be afforded not merely to Hindu borrowers, but
borrowers of sll other religions too. It is true, as
the report of the Agriculture Commission says, that
this principal " merely provides that, in passing a
decree for principal acd interest, the Court shall not
allow interest in excess of the amount of the prin-
cipal when the olaim is made;” and that “no con-
sideration need be paid to the amount paid on
account of interest during the currency of the loan
nor whether the rate iz usurious, nor whether the
total sum paid &o the lender does or does not repre-
sent a fajr repayment of both principal and interest.’*
But we are led to believe that, along with the other
provisions detailed above of this particular Bill and
the provisions of the Usurious Loans Bill, i will go
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& long way to check usury. ‘At present the principle
of dam dupt is circumvented in practice by the
moneylender getting a fresh promissory note from hie
debtor a short time before the acoumulated interest
equals the principal. But this practice can be stopped
by striotly enforcing the provisions regarding the
regulation of aocounts. At any rate the coart would
be able to go behind the transaotion as it appears in
the books and to give the needed relief to the debtor.
And the creditor would be compelled to clear the
acoounts afiera certain period. The worst aspect of the
present unregulated system is that the oreditor finds
it to his interest tc keep the debts running indefinitely.
In the conditions that will be created by the proposed
legislation he will find it to his interest to terminate
the loan. These measures, if they are offeotive as we
hope they will be, will certninly restrict the eredit of
the agriculturiat ; buf if so, they will restriot it only
to the extent to which it would be beneficial to him
in the long run, Too many facilities of credit are
by no means an unmixed blessing to him; and
indeed they constitute a serious danger, If he finds
that he cannot raise money too easily, he will be
compelled to be more thrifty than he will otherwise
be. Contraction of credit is not thus in his case
much of an svil ; what we are rather afraid of is that
the measures, though they are carefully devised,
may not yet be gquite proof against evasion,: in which
oase his credit will be mainiained intact. For the
present we oan only hope that the measures will prove
efficacious, and that, if any loopholes are found in
practical experience, they will be capable of being
offoctually cloged,

LIQUIDATION OF INDUSTRIAL DEBTS.

T the last session of the Central Provincee Legis.
. lative Council, an important Bill by a private

member, Mr. R. W. Fulay, was referred to
the Select Committee. The Bill is called the Central
Provinces Protection of Industrial Debtors Bill and is
based upon the recommendation of the Indian Labour
Commission on the liquidation, by a summary proce-
dure, of unseciked debts due from workmen. The
recommendation is as follows: “ We contemplate
that, on the presentation of san application by
& workman giving a statement of his debts and
creditors and assets, the court should issue s notice
to the creditors and should thereafter in a summary
enquiry estimate the workman's assets, his probable
earninge and reagonable expenditure for the mainten-
ance of himself and his family during the ensuing
two years. The court, having assessed these, would
issue & decree based on the difference between the
two sume. Execution of this decree could then be
obtained in the usual way, but it should not be pos-
gible to keep the decrea alive for more than three
yeara in all.” Old debts incurred before the passing
of 8 special Act of this kind should also be
brought, according to the recommendation of
the Commission, within the purview of its operation.
The only concession that the Commission was pre-
pared to make in the case of such debts was “to aliow,
in respeoct of applioations made during the firat three
years of the operation of the Act, the amount reco-
verable to be based on three, instead of two, years'
income and expenditure and the maximum period
during which decrees could remsin effective to be
four years instead of three.”

The Bill was debated in July last and sesmed -
at the time to have been defeated, but the President
declared that the matter wus somewhat in doubt and -
that the benefit of the doubt must be given to the
mover. In this way it became possible for the motionto
be discussed again in the Council at the last session, -
and this time it obfained the supportof a large majo- !
tity of members in the Council and was passed. The
attitude of Government towarda the Bill was one of
reluctant acquiescence. Having the authority of &
Roysl Commission in its support, Government coul_d
not oppose the Bill but pleaded that a Bill of this
kind should be passed by the Central Legislature,
and at any rate the Central Provinces, not being a
province where industry had developed very much,
need not take it upon itself to give the lead to other
highly developed provinces like Bombay. However,
if the Counoil would rather congider the Bill, Govern-
mens would not stand in the way. There is not much
point in the objection that because the Central
Government does not move in the matter, s provin.
cial Government should not, An amendment of the
Usurious Loans Act and the enactment of legislation
relating to moneylenders are also fit subjects for
Central legislation; but the Central Government
hanging back, Mr. Raghavendra Rao pressed forwan.i,
and rightly, in the Central Provinces, .So shquld it
be with this most urgent reform conocerning relief of
the industrial worker. We are very glad to notice that
in the debate that took place in thé Council, the Re_v.
G. C. Rogers gave whole-hearted suppgrt to f_;ha Bill
and answezed effactively the objections ralsagl by
geveral Indian members, of whom the most prom_lnoqt
was Mr, Khaparde. To the objection that the Bill, if
passed, would serve the interests of one class only
and must therefore be rejected as & sectional measure,
Mr. Rogers said: “Legislation was always mesnt
for the protection of one class against a.no_thar. The
honest man was protected against the l:l_nef. Even
the wife was protected against the misdoings of her
husband.” And there is no doubt whatever that
the industrial workman must be protected from
exploitation at the hands of the moneylender.

In the last year's session of the Legislative
Council the Revenue Member, Mr, Gordon, showed
great alarm at the views expressed by the Labour
Commission on dangers of easy credit. But what
the Commission gays on this point is the core of the
whole matter. Reflaction on the Commission’s obser--
vations on this point will convince everyone that a
certain reduction in the borrowing power gf the
worker, whether industrial or agricultural, is not

in the existing circumstances a matter to be deplored

but desired. The Commission says :—

“The fatal weakness in the present system is the com-~
parative ease with which the worker can borrow sums
whioh he has little prospect of being able to repay. His
laok of education tends to prevent bim from taking long
views ; and the offer of cash to the extent of & hundred oz
two hundred rupees in exchange of a thumb-print is
almost irresiatible.

wPhe worker's debts are dus ic a large extent to the
fact that the lendor finds in bim a profitable fnvestment
and is ready and, indeed, eager to give the worker money
which it is contrary to the latter's Imterest to accept.
After weighing oarefully the oonsiderations on both sides-
we are defimitely of the opinion that it is in the worker's
interest to reduce hin attractiveness as a field for inveat-
ment. In other words, efforts musi be ooncentrated on
diminishing his power of obtaining eredit. ‘We recognise
the foroe of the argnment sgainst this oonclusion. There-
are ocoasions when the worker is in grave need, ?nd
moneylendera often perform & useful function in assisting
‘the worker in emergencies. But the wide-spread havoo
produced by the present system of comparatively easy
oredit far exceads the hardships that would result from a
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reduction jn the moneylender's readiness to'land «s. Qur.

proposals, then, are mainly direoted towards making it

unprofitable for the moneylender to advance to workers
~ amounts whioh are beyond their power to repay.”
"Wae should only like to add here that summary liqui-
dation proceedings wers resommended by the Labour
-Commission for industrial workers alone merely be-
oause it was concerned by its terms of referenoce
only with industrial workers. But it sdviged the
Government to institute an examination into the
question whether the scheme advocated by it
for industrial workers ( whose wages did not exceed
Rs. 100 a month } eould not be applied “to the poorer
classes of the population generally,”

. What the Labour Commission has recommended
in this connexion must not be eonfounded with the
recommendation of the Agriculture Commission in
regard to & Rural Insolvency Act, whose object
would be to relieve the rural debtor of all his debt
that ecannot be met out of “the usufruect, for fifieen
years, of the land not absolutely essential for main-
tenance” of himself and his family. The special lIaw
that iihe former Commission desires to see enacted
1s quite different and should be, it says, “as far as
possible unrelated to insolvency acts.” The reason
for it is thus explained :

“Ingolvenoy has somewhat unfortunate angaoiations,
and it s naoessary to sesk an entirely new avenue of
approach. In imsolveney Proceedings there is an inevit-
ahle tendency on the part of the oourt to regard itself as
cbarged primarily with the duty of assisting the creditora
and of ohecking fraud on the part of petitioners, In the
case of loans which are obviously beyond the capaoity of
tha labourer to repay it is not unfair to regard the oredi-
tor as the person ordinarily to blame. While therefore
th_e oourt willbe in a position to assist in the recovery of
fair loans, it should regard itself an the protestor of the
POor against extortion and their own foolishness,”

Owr Londan Letter,

(BY AIR MAIL,)
{ From Our Correspondent. )

London, J gnuary 19,
THE EABTHQUAKE.

T H E sympathies of sll gensrous-hearted people, of

all c;aases and eclimes, go ont to the Indian
peopie in the grave disaster that has just be-
s them and of which we have received only
: a;gr:‘nentgry_ reports. Indeed, at the moment of
writing, it is doubtful if more than fragmentary

reports have reached the Government or the public |

in India. The area of havae is 50 wide-
magnitude of the disaster so vast, and th: l:;::g;t%fe
-communication so terribly dislocated that it will al-
most certainly take a considerable tima before & true
picture can be built up of the result of the most
- ha:geqdous physical catastrophe that has oceurred in
India in our generation, if we except the appalling
influenza epidemic in 1918, It is only too true that
the devastntmng of the minute and insignificant,such
a9 & filter-passing bacillus, are more to be dreaded
than even the greatest cataclysms of N ature, even
:::f\};?;‘:ligg the gria.l: Indi]a.l: eg.rthquaka of nearly two
. 8 ago, when, it has been sta
death-roll of upwards of 300,009. fed, there was

Whilst, at first, it was supposed that the epicentre
-of the present earthquake was in Assam, it is now
Btated to be more probably in Nepal. This appears
the more likely, as North Behar hag borne the brunt
-of this latest calamity. The gtate of affairs from and

including Patna and north of the Ganges must be
beyond description, The flooded oountry, the
wrecked and ruined homes and factories, the broken
bridges and roada that have been destroyed, the
thousands of dead, human and snimal, the many
more thousands of shivering, shelterless, terrified
poople who have lost all exeept life, whish can have
but little meaning and promise for so many of them
-~what an awful picture! One dara not let one's
imagination run riot amid these panio-stricken
scernes,

It was Mr, Montagu that wanted to ses India
awaken out of her sloth of the centuries, Mahatma
(andhi, too, has contributed his enormous energis-
ing powersto the same purpose. Is Nature, too, taking
& hand at the gigantic task? If so, where will she
end? For she is seldom tender and often ruthless.
Let us hope, however, that, with this great upheaval,
she is satisfied with her offort and will not make &
fresh attempt to impose her dreadful will upon her
children. Mother India ought to be their protectress
and not their scourge. '

THE EAST AFRICAN VISIT.

In my recent correspondence, I raised some
doubt as to whether the Secretary of State for the
Colonies was sufficiently aware of the diverse views
held by the different racial communitiesin East Afri.
ca, whoss exponents would wish to interview him dur-
ing his present visits, Looking up the Parliamentary
proceedings relating to i, I find that, on the 29th
November last, the ever-vigilant Colonel Wedgwood
asked theright hon. Gentleman whether he would meet
any representatives of the Indian community or the na-
tives. Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister is raported in Hansard
to have replied: “ I have no doubt that I shall meet
representatives of every body.” That is all to
the good. It iz to be hoped that the Indians
in Kenya have had the wisdom to compose
their differences before seeking to place the
Indian view before the distinguished and influntial
visitor.

There is, however, a new ocoasion for watchful-
ness on the part of the Indian public. An inspired
statement appears in Thuraday's Times, of which I
had received confidential information some time ago,
to the effoct that, upon his retirement from India next
autumn, Sir Malcom Hailey will undertake, on behalf
of a group of persons here interested in the welfare
and development of Africa, a survey and toprepare a
report on the main problem of Africa south of
territories of the Mediterranean littoral, which it is
hoped to publish in 1936. The group, of which Lord
Lothian is Chairman, and Lord Lugard, Mr, Ormsby-
Gore, Mr. Lionel Curtis, Dr, J. H. Oldham, Sir Arthur
Salter, Professor Julian Huxley, Professor Coupland
and others are members, has had for the last two
years under consideration the suggestion made by
General Smuts in his Rhodes Liectures, that the time
had come for & more comprehensive study of African
problems, and of the exfent to which the resources
of modern knowledge were being used in dealing
with them.

It is stated that the Carnegie Corporation of New
York has generously placed funds at the disposal of
the group for the purpose of making a preliminary
survey of the problems, with & view to discovering
the extent and adequaey of existing knowledge re-
garding them and what need there is for further re-
gearch. In the meanwhile, pending Sir Maleolm
Hailey's release from the burdens of office, the group,
aseisted by a number of specialists, is collecting cer-
tain preliminary information, mainly in the scienti-
fic field, and Dr. E, B. Worthington of Cambridge is
preparing & special report on the scientific work in
all fields which is being done in and on behalf of
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Africa. Doubiless research upon the influence of
oranial peculiarities upon racial potentialities will
fall within the scope of the new wventure., Itis to
be presumed that the Government of India will take
due note of this inquiry apd will brief Sir Malcolm
Hailey sufficlently to ensure that Indian interests
are not neglected, overlooked or ignored.

Gue Dmtimmentiey  Letter,

{ FRoM Our Own CORRESPONDENT.) !
New Delhi, January 29,

THE EARTHQUAKE IN THE ASSEMBLY.
HE Legislative Assembly met under the shadow
of the recent earthquake in DBihar and after
question time on the first day of its Budget Session
the Home Member made a detailed statement about
the damage done in Bihar and the measures of relief
that are being carried out. The Home Member couid
give only a rough estimate of them, as communica-
tions were still interrupted. Besides damage done
to human life and property the earthquake has fore-
shadowed ruin to a8 large number of cultivators as
the paddy crop bas been ruined by floods. The des-
truction of sugar factories has also deprived a large
number of cultivators of their market, As was to be
expected, aftert he statement of the Home member
Sir B. L, Mitter, the leader of the House, moved a
resolution recording the Assembiy’'s sympathy with
the sufferers and expressing confidence that the
Government, the princes and the pecple would do sll
in their power to help in alleviating the distress.
All the party leaders in the Assembly joimed in
supporting this motion and it was unapimously
passed. Mr. B, V, Jadhav spesking on it exzpressed
satigfaction that the Government of Biher welcomed

cooperation of Congressmen in measures of relief and
hoped it would pave the way for cooperation in
other fields es well, A meeting of the members of
the Assembly held on the 26th has promised -contri-
butions amourting to about Rs. 9,000 to the Viceroy's
Earthquake Relief Fund, ,
INDO-JAPANESE TREATY,

Another adjournment motion was moved by Mr.
B. Das on the 25th to consider the question of signing
the Indo-Japanese Trade Treaty ipn London. Mr
Das said the treaty was a domestic affair concerning
India and Japen, and the Foreign Office in London
should not have objected to its being concluded and
signed in India. India had gigned the Tresiy of
Versailles as a separate entity; and signing of this
treaty in London when all the negotiations teook
place in Indie reduced the Indian Governmernt, in
his opinion, to a subordirate status as only s

branch of the British Administration. Mr. Agar Ali" .
feared that in case England decided not to enter into-
a treaty with Japan, ail the labour would be wastad. ;
Sir Joreph Bhore, the Commerca Member, in reply to .
the debate lucidly explained tha constitutional '
position. He said, “India is not an internsational unib ;
and never has been treated as an independent unit-:
in the British Commonwealth. 8o long as the
present constitution stands, we cannot get away
from the consequences of that constitution.” He:
further explained that under the present constitu-
tion the Qovernment of India bhad no power |
to enter into a treaty and whether the treaty
was signed in London or India, the consti- -
tutional position remained unaltered. He assured
the House that there was absolutely no interference -
or pressure from Whitehall, and that the conclusions- ;
wore arrived at by the Governmentof India, as being °
in their judgment the best in the interest of the
country, The formal conclusion of the treaty in:
London would not alter the substance and as for the
first time in her history Indie’s representatives on:
their own soil had entered into an agreement with:
a neighbouring country, itmarked an epoch in her
history. On Sir Joseph’s explanation the motion.
was withdrawn by the mover.

TARIFF ACT AMENDMENT BILL,

Sir Joseph Bhore moved that the Tariff Aot Amend- -
ment Bill to give specifio protection to certain .
industries from ruinous foreign competition be .
referred to & Select Committee, Its eirculation for
opinion was moved by Mr. Masood Ahrged on the
ground that the consumers would be very .hard hit .
by the Bill. Dr. Ziauddin Abmed complained that
the Government did not do snything to raise the
price level of agricultural produce and paid attention
only to the question of raising the level of produce |
from foreign countries. Mr, Ghuznavi attacked the
Bill a8 it was not in the interest of the masses nor did ,
it, he said, sufficiently protect the industries concern-
ed. He contended that the price of the cheap Japan-;
ese goods used by the poorer masses would go up
too high for them and thus deprive them of the'
little luxuries they could mnow afford. Bir Abdur

1 Rahim objected to the Bill if it was going to profit:

only & few industrialists. Mr. Joshi asked quem-

ment why the fact abou; the variovs industriesmbe-
viewed by the Tariff Board snd the Directgr-Gen_eml-

of Commercial Intelligence was not published. = In
the abeence of this information, how were the people

to judge of the justification of such protective: meas-

ures, he asked. He hoped that Government would
in future acquaint the people with facts and figures

in such cases. After Sir Joseph Bhore's reply 'M:y
Masood Abhmed withdrew bhis motion and the Bilb
was sent to Select Commititee.

« THE WHITE PAPER-WHAT NEXT?”?
| MR. SRINIVASA SASTRI'S ADDRESS. B

Under the auspices of the South Indian National
Association and Ranade hbrary, the Rf, Hen. V. S
Srinivasa Lastri recently delivered, a lecture cn the
“W hite- Paper—What Nex!,” at the Ranade Hall,
Mylapore, with Mr., T. R. Venkatarama Saustri in the
charr,

HEY would have noticed, Mr. Sastriar said, thag
the recent gathering of the All-ITndia Liberala
held in this City fcught shy of the quertion,

viz,, what should be done ip the event of the White
Peper constitution as it ncw stcod, without conside-
rable improvement, being imrposed on the ecountry.
The Liberals did not consider the question. Moreover

they would perbaps bave mnoticed that the subject
also stood excluded from the programme of the All-.
Parties Conference which was being pl_-o:iected_in'
Bombay. There must be reasons of high Qollcy:
which made the subject tabooed. e was a Liberal:
belonging to the Federation that met in the city and
intimately connected with those who were organis-'
ing the Bombay Conference. It was fherefore:
somewhst cut of the way on his rart to presume
to bandle tte subject which in the wisdom of
his colleagues should be for the time being avoided.;
He wished therefore in the first place to be under.

stood that whetever he was stating on the subject,|
was off his cwn batting as it were and be did nol‘.i
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*presume to commit the party to which he belonged
%o any views which he was propounding. That must
be olearly understood in justice to those whose
general line in politics he embraced. ' Secondly, there
had been a question raised by Mr. Jayakar and one
-or two others who happened to possess what might
“be called the inward knowledge of thinge, By these
people, it had been conveyed to the public of India,
that if & representation backed by all the progressives
in tha land with a fair degrae of unanimity oould be
put to tha present Government in power in Britain,
it was not impossible to expect some details of the
measure embodied in the memorandum signed by
H.H. Aga Khan and 2 or 3 Mussaiman colieagues
:and Hindu friends and also he thought by Sir Henry
Gidney and Dr. Ambedkar being put in the constitu-
-tion. ‘That hint had been conveyed.

THE INDIAN DELEGATES' MEMORANDUM.

Heo had already stated in his previous lecturs
-thst the chance of their getting the British Cabinet
-to follow their ides in this matter was so small that
in his judgment it weed not be taken into considera-
‘tion. In other words the memorandum of their
friends, however creditable it might be, would by no
means add to the weight of the representations
already made by the authors of the memorandum in
-conjunction with others. All these months they had
been doing nothing else. It might at least, as he had
-previously snid, deprive the British authorities of
any excuse that they might be inclined to put for-
-ward that they were in ignorance of the strength of
‘the Indian demand. That wvalue it had. Bat he
refused to concede that it would change the prospects
of their position. That being his unequivocal judg-
ment, he would prooeed to bage his remarks to-day
-on that sapposition,

The White Paper proposals, unsatisfactory as
they were, would be enacted into law and India must
swallow, willynilly, this medicine. There wasa
body of thinkers among them who believed that if
it were possible for India unitedly to declara that
she would have none of this constitution, how couid
‘Britain impose it on them. If such & thing were
possible, India might contentedly rest where
-she was instead of passing under a constitution
which the White Paper had put forth, But the spaaker
was emphatically of the opinion that it was not
possible for India unitedly to reject that constitution,
, He did not believe that he was saying anything in
~disparagement of the varions communities and
.interests in India when he said that even the awk-
‘ward prospect of baving that constitution thrust
| upon them would not press their different communi-
“ties and interests into unity. There was a consider-
' able section among them who looked for some advan-
' tage to themselves in the coming constitution ; and
it was not possible to induce the belief in the Hritish
-suthorities that, though they might enact a
constitution, people in Indis were not going to accept
it or work it. It was impossible to produce that state
-of affairs.

THE ToRY PoOLICY IN INDIA.

. *1Is it possible”, Mr. Sastri, proceeding, asked,
“ by strong representations, vigorous protests
and remonatrances, to frighten the present Conser-
vative party out of the position they had taken ?
I think that too is equally impossible. Above all lot
us remember what has been declared more than once
by the leaders of the Conservative party in Britain
that they are very anxious to dispose of this question
in their own way at the present time. They are not
for allowing the thing to lie over for settlement by
the Government that will succeed the present one.
 For the only alternative to their Government .is the
Labour Government, The Conservative Government

wants this question to be settled now and to see that
their own politiosl kinsmen in India, viz,ths Con-
servatives in India, will bs placed in undisputed
power and will be in a position to prevent things
from growing to extremes, In other worda, the
move of the present (Jevernment is to create a class
in the way of further progress, the application of
which shall rest in Indian hands, sa that it will be
possible to say thet the enemies of further progress
in this country are Indians themselves, Things are

being shaped towards that end. I want you to rea-

lise that the White Paper constitution is coming and
we have got to reconcile toit. Itis impossible for
us to reject, for India is not united in that respeot
and the Conservative Party wish to frame a consti-
tution of their own liking for India. In that posi-
tiog, 1‘i;heu question becomes relevant, what are we
todo?"

If, Mr. Sastriar asked, it were impossible for
them to reject the White Paper econstitution what
wag their next position? Now India had been accus-
tomed to & certain way-of thinking upon these matters
and the minds of euger people were ready now,
almost as if by instinet, to put the gquestion, “ what
is your sanction ?" What steps were they going to
take to prevent the functioning of the Act? If they
examined ocarefully his arguments for showing that
they could not prevent the coming of the Act, they
would find that those very arguments would show
that they could not prevent its functioning. There
was & very considerable body of people in India who
would find it advantageous to work the Constitution.
There would be no want of men to bandle it and
onae it was handled a great many of those who now
protested vehemently, would, without further exa-
mination of the matter, fall into line, taking from
the niew state of things that which might redound to
their benefit,. Looking atit as practical men, could
those who disliked the Constitution and even detested
it, could they by their numbers, by their weight
in the country, by the following behind them, promise
themselves that if they organised & boycott, they
could put it through? The speaker’s answer was &
clear negative, :

Speaking on the various aspects of boycott, Mr.
SBastriar set himself the task of examining whether
boycobt was such an imperative duty asto make them
adopt it without caring for the consequences. It
was sgaid that a free man in & democratio country or
in a couniry tkat aspired to be democratie, in the
enjoyment of his full civic andpolitical freedom, was
in & measure, and indirectly, if not directly,
responsible for every wrong, for every imperfaction,
for difficuity in the society wherein he lived, unless
he had shown resistance thereto. That was pushing
the doctrine of responsibility fto a very romantic
length, This was an unforitunate world where so
many wrongs had thriven for long ages. If o man
were to go to jail for wrongs around him, he could
never come out. However, it was argued, if one did
not want to take part in the Constitution, the best
thing for him to do was ¢o go to jail. But the speaker
viewed the matter differenty. In times of crisis, it
was their duty to stand by the people in their suffer-
ing and mitigate it for them as much as possible.
Should they take thomselves away and seek an
asylum, where academiocally responsibility fell off
their shoulders, while people all round them, people
who were not so well able to resist it, suffered? This
Constitution was coming. Under it, laws might be
made, some of them unwise laws, some of them
inefficient laws, laws twisted as democracy only
could twist laws, and laws inimieal o the true inter-
ests of the nation, when such laws were made and
administered, would it not be possible for them, if
they were wise and vigilani, to see that they did not
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do the maximum amount of harm that they bore?
Was it not their duty to try at least and eee that the
Constitation was not in effect as bad as it was in
potentiality ? It seemed to the speaker that when
frouble was acute, when the difficulties were the
greatest, when the constitution was worst, it was
then that the duty of the citizen to perform all his
fanctions was most strong. It was then that all the
leaders should feel that the very best in them must
be placed at the disposal of the community. Things
were not stable. They fell by their own weight
Even so wicked institutions! They must prepare
for that state of things and when things improved
and when there was scope for good work, they must
be ready to take their places

NON-CO-OPERATION,

Non-co-operation, it appeared to the speaker, was
avolved under a certain set of circumstances, at a
time, when it seemed possible to wrest from Govern-
ment a ocertain point aimed at by putting pressure on
it. During the time the campaign was in full opera-
tion, people suffered terribly. The Government did not
suffer nearly so much. For achisving a grest end,
it wonld be wise on the part of leaders, to ask them to
uudergo terrible privations, provided they bhad the
ocapsoity to bear them and, provided also the end
seerped in sight He would not say that this was,
from the point of view of theory, an impossible cam-
paign. But in this covuntry, it was impossible. But
they would ask him whether they had wnok achisved
a certain measure of gpucoess. So long as Govern-
ment forebore to mse physical force, so long as
Government thought that non-viclence must be met
by non-violence, so long a3 Government thought
that the Mahatma was a person of extraordinary
character, that he and his foilowers could only be
combated by weapons, which could ba called righte-
ous, 80 Jong as Government thought that it was im-
passible for them to achieve a certain measure of
success. The agony had to be prolonged be-
yond the endurance of the people, And was it
or was it not the case that the oivil disobedience
movement came to nought, the moment the Govern-
ment thought it fit to nse physical violence? After
referring to the change of outlook that hsd come all
over the ¢ivilised countries, particularly Eurcpean
eountries, in the matter of dealicg with political
enemiea, the speaker paid that the high standsrds to
which they expected Government to rise, were no
longer fixed standards npon which they could rely.
If they tested Government too far,there were resoourees
at their disposal which would be unpityingly brought
intoforoa. Before the naked manifestation of force
by a powerful government, like the Government of
India, methods which might have been successfal in
8 good time, must be considered unsuitable to a new
state of things. Here the speaker had to say one
thing. Of sll the ecivilised countries, Britain was
the one which wculd be slowast to bring mesthods of
force into full play, and Britain was the one country
from which, after the application of force, they might
expeot swiftest reaction. He conceived it a piece of
good fortune that, bad as their conditions wera, their
lot was east where it was. The Conservative Party
in power was misapplying their power. He would not
sirink from bringing that charge against them. But
8t the same time, he must say that the devil they knew
was likely to be very wmuch better than the devil,
with which they still had to make acquaintance.
That was why he would beg of them to look at the
coming difficulties in the light of reason not swayed
wholly by emotions. He believed that by the

'
adoption of disruptive methods of civil disobedience,. |
passive resistanoe, etc., they were not likely to..
further the objects they had in view. If the Consti-. :
tution was bad, instead of submitting only to its,
penalties, they must be up and doing in order tosea , ;
that penalties did not fall with uanbearable severity : -
upon their people. The nationally-minded pecple,;:
must be in the grasp of things. If they walked out,,
they would find that the day of salvation was.
indefinikely postponed. .

THE POLICY OF CO-OPERATION.

“Tharefore,” Mr. Sastriar concluded, “instead of
refusing to be guided by the warning of American
leaders, who shocked by iniquities of their municipal
politics kept aloof so that those politics grew worse, -
let us follow the policy of remaining on the scene of
action, taking as much into our hands as circum- |
stances allowed, and within the opportunities that °
are allowed to us keep up the spirit of nationalism, |
so that when the sky clears up, we may eee that )
everything that is parrow, everything that is °
purely sectarian, is kept under, while guch
things as subserve the interests of the nation
and will enable every single ocitizen to feel that
ae is & citizen of India and not merely exercising
franohise within & limited community are kept aloft. ;
That state of things can only be brought about by a
policy of co-operation and this is my last point. It
is an important point, It is not out of love for the .
framers of the Constitution that I take this course or |
advise this course; it is not out of love of the British !
rulers of the land that I eay this o you; it is out of :
love of our own people who will be worst sufferers, If .
you can tell me something which will hit tha |
Government without hitting the people, far more i
ghail I be pleased. But nobody has devised that till |
now, and it will be & mirscle of an argument which .
will compel me to hit the Government slightly in '
order that our people may ba hit terribly. 1 am by no 4
means certain that this statament of my views will
be welcome or ba pleasing. There will be strong, ;
there will be prejudiced, and in some cases, there w11_l!
be unsparing oriticism. I will watch it and read ik}
and benefit by it a8 much as I can. If I am shown,
to be wrong, I hope I shall live long enongh to profit |
byit. IfIam not shown I am wrong, I bopeto goi
on as I have gone on.” (Cheers.) !

With s fow remarks from the chair the meeting
terminated.—The Hindu.
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