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Topics of the SWesk,

Divide and Rule. N

COMMENTING on Mr, V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri's
speech delivered last week in Madras on the White
Paper, the Madras Mal fastened on his
sad admigsion that “if we had lost the battle, we
have lost it because we are divided” and with
righteous indignation asked why the British Govern-
ment was denounced for recognising the faet of our
division and devising safeguards for the proteetion
of those who demanded them. If is unfortunately
too true that, due to historical causes, Indians are
prone to divide on communal lines. This tendency
is inimical to the growth of democracy and the esta-
blishment of responsible government in India, which
is her inevitable goal and destiny under British
rale, Indian politicians and statesmen of the earlier
generstion recognised if and strove, not unsuccess-
fully, to abafe, if not to eliminate, this nnhealthy
tendency in the public life of India. It was difficult
enough job in all conscience. Its success depended
on the concentrated effort of all the forces, Govern-
mental and other, available in India. It was
egsential that the (Government of the country, with
its vast powerand patronage, should whole-heartedly
second the efforts of the unofficial publicists, What
was the contribution of the Government ? The parti-
tion of Bengal, with its object of creating a Muslim
provinee,
Government o the cause of Indian unity and
nationalism. It was soon followed by the famous
oommitment ‘of Lord Minto to the Muslim
deputation engineered by those high in the confidence

- Morley,

was the first great dieservice of the-

vernment, to the utter discomfeiture of Lord
of the Gm:v;?), after a vigorous proteizt, u}'.t“?ac!lmlt{)

d to Simls. One commitment lo
:‘;ﬁgﬁb:nd the coping stone of this polioy, of divide
and rule was the Communal Award, ‘_wpmh ex_tendgd
the communal principle to communities w_hloh did
not ssk for it and even prq!:este_d against it. If a
community, like the British in India aod the

; lims, is given 8 pnvileged.posltlon c!etnmenta
. gu;ational and demooratic 1n§erests, it is only
' patural for it, even without futoring by the Govern-

" . to ask for safeguarda sgainst the loss of the
‘l;-aiggleg:. .If the Government had been & tithe as

icitous of the demsands of the nationalists as of
:gtlam::::xmunslists, there would have been fewer
divisions and Mr, Sastri would not have had to
lament as he did. India must achisve unity, but it
will not be beoause of any assistance of the Govern-
ment but in spite of itssubtle but very power_ful
opposition. It is too much to expect a foreign
Government to be go noble-minded as to assist the
netionalist against the communalist. Exploitation
thrives on divisions.
* : 2 »
: ]
Distresstal Bihare

THE most seriéud earthquake since 1897 ovep.
took Bihar last week and has taken a shookingly
heavy toll of life and property. The quake which is
reported to have originated in 'Assam and Nepal was-
slightly felt in U, P.,Bengal and Bombay; but no.

| where else have its results been as disastrous as in

Bihar. With some of the worst affected parts being
inaccessible and with telegraphic or telephonic
ecommunioation with them being digorganiced, the
extent of the loss of life and damage to property
oceasioned by this appalling calamity cannot yet be
accurately ascertained. All that is possible at present
is the collection of information about the state of
thinga prevailing there by reconnaissance from the
air and we find that this means of getting into
touch with the isolated areas is - freely vesorted to,
The information thus gleaned discloses a heart-rend-
ing state of affairs. Whole towns and villages have
been found to be heaps of ruin, the inhabitants
having either escaped in time or been buried under
the debria. This presupposes an appallingly heavy
death-roll, but official communiques on the situation,
while not underrating the loss of property, advise
caution in acoepting unofficial estimates of mortality
due to the quake, Even so it is difficult to resist
the conclusion that the loss of life will have to be
counted in thousands rather than in bhundreds. The
heart-felt sympathy of the rest of India goes out $o
Bihar in the fullest measure in its hour of dire need.

If however Bihar is to be set on its feet agsainm,
relief on a very widespread scale must be urgently
organised. It is & matter for satiafaction that this
is being done without lose of time. The plight in
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which Bihar finds itself has evoked practioal sympa- )
thy in all quarters—from royalty downwards and a
roliof fund has been started by the Viceroy with com-
mendable promptitude. Offers of help have been
made to Bihar by some local Governments and offi-
cial and non-officisl agencies are vying with each
other in their anxiety to relieve distress. Help from
foreign lands is also pouring in. Provision of medi-
cal aid is the most crying nead and is being arranged
for by the local Government by the zeoruitment of
extra doctors—a task in which valuable help is being
rendered by the Indian Medical Association. Food
shortage there does not seem to be any reason to
fear, but water soarcity may be expected. Arrange-
ments for giving ehelter and clothing to those who are
rendered homeless and helpless must be immediately
thought of. All which will need an outlay amounting
to, how many lakhs nobody ocan tell. Though the mis~
fortune has fallen to the Iot of unfortunate Bihar, it
must be shared with it by other provinces which must
leave nothing undone to relieve Bihar's distress.
May we appeal to those in s position to heip tfo
run to Bihar's rescue as promptly as possible ?
. ™ "

‘The Princes’ Protection Bill.

WHEN the Princes’ Protection Bill was brought
before the Assembly in September last it enoountered
strong resistance from popular representatives, their
ground of opposition being that its enactmens into
law would remove the only ocorrective at present
available to misrule in the States, Public opinion, for
consulting which its further progress was then held
up and which has since expressed itself, has proved
to be uniformly hostile to it. And it should further
be noted that even officials figure among the oppo-
nents of the measure. Mr, Justice Niamatullah of
the U. P. and Mr. Justice Rachpal Singh from the
Punjab, e, g., disapprove of the biil, because they
believe that if it were passed into law it would stop
the light of public criticism from falling on the mis-
deads of the Princes. This is the only means now
open to the people of the Siates for voicing their'
unredressed grievances. It goes without saying that
jts withdrawal which would result from the passage
of the Bill would be highly detrimental to public
jntorests, The Deputy Commissioner of Nagpur too
gakes almost the same view. It is perhaps difficult to -
count him among the out-and-out opponents of the
menasure, for he ends up his opinion not by a request
for its withdrawal but for its improvement, so that
bona-fide oriticism of the abuses in the administration
of the States would not be stifled. He rightly con. :
tonds that such would be its effect if it were placed
on the statute book without amsndment. Opinion in
the Punjab seems to be in favour of only those
clanses of the bill that seek to penalise any invasions
oh States’ territory by so-oalled satyagrahi groups of
‘paople from British India, as happened not long ago
in the case of Kashmir, But for fhe restit is nog
less hostilely disposed to the proposed_ enactment than
opinion in other parts of India, It is also worthy of
note thst the Bihar Chamber of Commerce, no irre--
gponsible critics of Government's actions by any -
means, looks upon the measure as parfeptly nn-
necessary snd suggests ils abandonment, The .
Hoshangabad Bar Association condemns it as * retro-
grade and repressive in its oharacter, undesx;able and -
unpalatable in its intenf, wide and sweeping in its
scope and mischievous and un-Britisk in effect.”
Who can say that the pioture 18 overdrawn ?

These samples selected at random from the |
collection published by Government provida a fair
measure of the publio resentment occasioned by this
unholy attempt to provide an impenetrabla soreen

ag&inst_ maladministration  prevailing in the
generallty of the States. It would make a Qovern-
ment whioh at all cared for publio opinion $o drop it
without a moment’s reflection. But it would be too
mugh to expeot that kind of responsiveness from the
Indla_n (overnment as at present constituted. Any-
way if hereafter they persist in carrying the measure
through a legislature which has long oceased to ba
representative, they ocannot do so without being
guilly of =& . calculated defiamce of clearly
expressed public-opinion. The Princes have found
it possible so far to oarry on their administrations
without the kind of safeguard offared to them by
the Bill. Can they rot be induced to wait a little_
longer till the new XFederal Government bagins
functioning? ~ There is no reason to suppose that
it will turn a less sympathetio ear to any reasonablae"
demand for protection that the Princes may put
forward than the present one. In fact with their
own represenfatives in the Federal Cabinet and
Logislatura the Princes oan the more effectively
presa their demand, On the other hand, if they Insist
upon exaoting thie measure of protection from the
present bureaucratic Government -they will be
antagonising the whole of British India. Is that the
way to ensure barmonious and smooth relations
between themselves and British India in the future,
80 necessary for the sucoessful working of the federal
government ? . '
* » &

Chittagong in a State of Siege ?

THE Distriot Magistrate of Chittagong's recent
orders include a prohibition against Hinde Bhadra-
lok youths under 25 living in certain localities in
Chittagong from leaving their houses for s whola
weok, The order gives one the impression that every .
other Hindu youth in Chittagong was a conficmed
terrorist and that their activities had shaken the
Bengal Government to its vary foundations; but
even to official eyes tha situstion is apparantly not
so black. For in attempting to furnish a raison d'ére
for the orders at a representative maeting held at
Chittagong the next day after their issue, the Disteriot
Magistrate was constrained to admit that the actual
number of terrorists was perhaps very small. His
fear however wag that they were baing assisted by
1arge numbers of psople. We do not know how far
the fear is wall grounded. But even assuming it to
be not 1acking in foundation, it wounld be dificult to
justify such exceptionally severs rastrictions upon
the freedom of movement of a Iarge soction of the
population. Rounding up terrorists and control.
iing their nefarious activities are mattars to which na/
reagsonable objsction ean ba taksn by anybody ; but
to issue exasperatingly vexatious orders of the kind
raferred to i3 reslly €0 carry matters too far. It
serves to penalise largs numbars of innocant and
law.abiding people for the misdeeds of & very small
numbar of the mischievously-inclined wvariaty. Thia
must be avoided at all costs. We cannot persuade
ourselves that this very mneocsssary precaubion is
observed in connection with these orders. In their
ruthless war on terrorism, the authorities must gaa
to it that their moasures, so far ag thair rigour is
concarned, do not exoeed the striot needs of the
gituation. For if they did, their execution, while
removing one  evil, would creats another, not less
gerious by any means, by adding to the existing
volums of politieal discontent.

s * [

Travancore's War on Untouchability.

THE Travancore Government desarves to be
eomplimented upon the progressive nature of their
recent orders on the subject of the removal of untone
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"ohability. These may generally be said to follow
the lines of similar orders issued by the Bombay
Government not very long ago. 1 A I
bered that the problem of Harijan uplitt with speoial
referenca to their olaimto enter Hindu tem;:!les on
a level of perfect equality with other sections of
Hindu socicty was referred for consideration by
the muthorities of the State to a Committee. This
Committee has now submitted its report. One of the
recommendations of the Committee is that the so-
ealled untouchables ghould be allowed to use wells,
tanks, roads, serais, ete. maintained out of State
funds without any restriotion whatsoever. The
Government of the State has notified its acceptance
of the recommendation and are devising mesasures to
implement their decision. Another equally radical
recommendation of the Committee which has also
found favour with the Travancore Government was
that the idea of pollution occasioned by & person
belonging to the despressed classes eoming within a
particular distance must be banished from the con-
fines of the State. - The necessary corollary is that no
expense from public funds should be incurred on the
maintenance of roads, watering and feeding places,
eto. which are maintsined for the benefit of partioular
sections of Hindu society and from even approaching
which persona of the untouchable classes are prohibited
by oustom. We do hope the orders will not be allowed
merely to remain on paper; but that their impartial
and strict enforcement will be arranged for, In
this esse it should not be long before untouchability

is completely wiped out from an educationally.

advanced State like Travancore.
* . ¥
Democratic Dictatorship, f

YET arother country has gone the way of Italy
and Germany, Poland is the latest recruit to the
prevailing faghion of “ democratie dictatorship. "
According to the Warsaw Correspondent of the
Manchester Guardian, Poland is soon to adopt a
new constitution as the result of the labours ex-
tending over three years of 8 Committes of the Party
of Marshall Pilsudski, which ajms at a “ strong exe-
cutive free from Perliamentary conérol.” The Pre.
sident is to have unlimited power. Cabinet is to be
responsible to him &nd not to the Parliament, which
may not even pass s vote of “* no confidence ™ in the
Cabinet, The popular Chamber has practically no
power to influence the aots of the Executive, the
entire rower in the State being concentrated in the
President and the Cabinet. The President can, after
geven years' rile, ncminate one of two possible can-
didates for succession,
by the special * Electoral College,” he becomes the
President; if not, s general election will choose between
the two nominees . of the President and the 'Electoral
College’, The * Electoral College” consists of the
Sreakers of the two legisistive Chambers, the Chief
Justice, the Commander-in-Chief asnd seventy-five
prominent citizens, of whom fifty are to be chosen by
Uprer and twenty-five by the Lower Chamber, The
Pilsudski Party, which has a majority today, will
effectively control the succession to the Presidentship
and the people will have no voice in the matter,

The members of the Lower popular Chamber
will be elected once in five years on a democratic
franchise, while a third of the members of the Upper

ber will be nominated by the President and the
rest elected by the “elite ” of the State, consisting of
a fow thouzand winners of the '* Cross of Indepen-
dence” and two thousand ex-soldiers who won the
badge of the “ Order of Military Virtue.,” The under- .
lying pripclple of the composition of the Upper
Chember is that the “elite”, “who contribute most to '

It will be remem-

If his nominee is approved

the State and the general welfare of the country,
should have the major part in directing the affairs of
the country.” The Correspondent of the Manches.
ler Guardian sums up the comstitution by stating
that while “claiming still to retain democratic rule,”
it * actually makes an end of {t. *

Apparently Sir Semuel Hoare and Marshall
Pilsudski have been exchanging noles, not without
mutual profit. They are vying with eaoh other in
devising constitutions which, while pretending to be
democratio, will effectively negative it. In their
desire to oonstitute strong exeocutives free from
Parliamentary econtrol, it is hard to say if Sir
Samuel has been more successful than his zival
in Warsaw, '

There is this to be said in favour of the Polish
constitution that the diotator there is & native of the
goil, while the White Paper of Bir Samuel Hoare
provides for the dictatorship of the India Office over
Indin, aseisted by the autooratic Indian Princes. ‘

* * »

Working of Bihar Local Boards.

THE working of distriot boards in Bihar and
Orissa during 1932-33 discloses two noteworthy
points to which brief reference may ugefully be made
here.  The Monghyr district board ocarried out an
amslgamation of the entire engineering staff in the
district with the result that a reduotion in the sub-
ordinate establishment could be effected without loss
of efficiency or dislocation of work, 'The resulting
paving "was Ra. 9,000, which cannot be said to be
altogether negligible especially during the present
berd times, There appears to be noreason why
similar measures should not be adopted by other
boards to their financial benefit; but  there was
reported to be general unwillingness on their part
to profit by Monghyr's experience. This is
deplorable. If the opposition to the trial of the
Monghyr experiment were based on any reasonable
oonsiderations it would certainly be entitled to
weight; but the observations on the point in the
Covernment resolution do mnot warrant any such
inference. It is to be hoped that those who are in
the control of these bodies will learn o give public
interests the first place in their consideration of the
problems connected with their working.

The educational expenditure of looal boards
showed a drop of a little over Ra, 134 lakhs ; but it is
satisfactory to note that it was not accompanied by
any setback in educstionsl expansion. The decline
in expenditure is largly accounted for by reduced
galaries to the teaching staff necessitated by a reduc-
tion of 10 per cent. in the Government grant, In
spite of the smaller expenditure on education by the

' boardg, the. number of schools as niso that of the

pupils in them increased. It is indeed gratifying to
be msgured that there is now a livelier realisation on
the part of some boards of the importance of
female education for national progress. An in-
adequate supply of trained women teachers is descri-
bed as “the greatest handicap” in this respect. But
the Patna board found a way out of the difficulty by
deciding to promote co-education in the primary
stage with the consequence that by the end of the
year it had as many as 2,000 girle reading in boys’
gchools. With a view to encouraging the spread of
education among the depressed olasses, the Patna
board also arranged for the freesupply to students
belonging to these classes of slates, books, ete. In
both these respects the Patna board has given a lead
which deservea to be widely followed,

* LJ -



0

THE SERVANT OF INDIA. -

[JaNDARY 25,1934,

 Drtictes,

RETROGRESSION. |

MR B. DAS has given notice of his intention to
move the adjournment of the Legislative Assem-
bly in order to protest againsi the intention
of the British Government to sign in London the
Indo-Japanese Trade Agreement instead of permit-
ting the Government of India to sign if in Delhi
This raiges a matter of no mean constitutional impor-
tance, o ' '

It has been affirmed on the highest authority
that “for inter-imperial and external affairs India
was 8 Dominion, in anticipation of her aitaining
that status for internal purposes, It is in virtue of
this status that India was admitted to the Imperial

tish Dominions and the independent States. India
was permitted to negotiate the Cape Town Agreement
direct with South Africa, & Dominion within the
British Commonwealth. And now for the first time,
she was permitted to treat direct with Japan an in-
dependent State. It was not considered necessary that
the Indo-South African Agresment should bs signed
in London by the British Governmenf on behalf of
India either on grounds of constitutional propriety
or of British interest in the South African Indian
question. There is no resson why India should be
denied the right to sign the Indo-Japanese Trade
Agreement in Delhi, Canada and South - Africa
have- cpncluded trade agreements direot with the
United States arnd Germany respectively without
appprenﬁly violating constitutional proprieties,

Moreover, the Imperial Conference of 1923
expressly stated that “ bilateral treaties imposing
obligations on one part of the Empire only should be
s_igmad by a representative of the Government of
#hat part. ” This expressly confers the constitufional
zight on India to sign international as well as inter-
‘Dominion agreements, The present insistence of the
British Govermment to sign the Indo-Japanese
Trade Agreement in London deliberately ruas
Soanter fo this resolution, And fhis retrograde step
is being taken at & time when at the Round Table
Conferences, even those Indians, who were prepared
to reserve foreign relations to the Governor-General,
distinguished trade agreements from foreign affairs
proper and demanded that the former should be
wade over to the ministers,

.. The other ground on which the British Govern=-
j-ment and its Foreign Office may wish to interfere is
to safeguard * the international obligations of the

_:_Empira or any fiscal sarrangements within the
| Empire to which His Majesty's Government iss

party.” This ground applies to every other Domi-
.nion as to India, But it .did not mean that the British
PForeign Office had to sign the trade agreement bet-
‘fveen Cansda and the U. S, A. Internstional and
‘_mter-imperial interests must be and have been safe-
guarded by making representations to the Dominion
concerned, In the case of India also, when the Man-
chester cotton trade put pressure on the Secretary of
State to direct the Government of India to abate the

| tariffs sgainst British cotton manufactures, the

Seoretary of State replied that he could do no more
than make representations to the Government of India

| and that it was not open to him to. order the

Conferences and the League of Nations and other | tariff policy of that Government, The polioy, thera-

international assemblies on a par with the other Bri-

fore, of influencing the decisions of the Government

of India by means of representation is already in

vogua and will be no new innovation, derogatory to
the British Government. In the present instance,
the Government of India is not s *responsible ™
Government, the creature of an anti-British electorate
Iikely to be either inimical fo or unmindful of the

| commitments of the Empire as a whole, and apparent-

ly there was no oceasion for evensa represasntation
to be made by the British Government to the Govern-
ment of India. There has been no allegation that the
fresdom of the representatives of the Government of

‘Indis had been fettered by instructions from London,

And it osnnot be that London was ignorant as to
what was happening in Dethi. In the ciroumstanoces,

does not adversely affect any *international obliga-

tions of the Empire or any fiscal arrangements with-
in the Emipre to which His Majesty’s Government is
a party. ”

. Tt may be said that Mr. Das’s grievance is mora
gentimental than substaniial inasmuch as the

Government of India was allowed full fresdom in .
their negotiations with Japan and it was merely the

formality of signing the treaty that has been reserv-
od to the British Government. The sentiment con-
gorns the status of India, of which she is, and rightly »
very sensitive. " The decision of the British Govern- ;
ment is 8 deliberate rebuff to the aspirations of India .
And more. Itis a distinot lowering of the status
of India, for which there is no justification either of j
form or substance. It is a gratuitous insult. to
India, ‘ ' :

| A NEW SWADESHL

yTULL now the swadeshi propaganda consisted
T almost exclusively in exhorting the people at

large to confine their purchases to home-made
goods, even at a sacrifice. No matter how unsatisfac-

tory the goods may be thal are offered to the publio, .
no mstter how great may boe the sacrifice thatis.
entailed on them, they -are still adjured in sesson
.and out of seagon o buy Indian and eschew foreign,

.

Swadeshi, as popularly interpreted, only spalls obliga~i
tions upon the consumer, none upon the producer. The'!
former must buy as dear as may be Necessary; the?
latter may sell.as dear as possible. The former!
must patronise the swadoeshi articles of the lattet, but
the 1atter may well -use foreign materials in ,makiug;
them even -when swadeshi materials are available

‘No stipulations of whatever kind are to be made witi{

it is clear that the Indo-Japanese Trade Agreoment |
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the producer in respect to the treatment he metes out
4o his workmen ; no limitations are tobe imposed

-upon the profits he makes or the manner in which he
spends them. All these are matters with which the
consumer is to have no concern; his part in this
business is only to buy swadeshi goods and to take
his chanoe that the country will by his sacrifice be
enabled to advance ever so little in wealth and well-
being, though in fact his sacrifice may have resulted
only in encouraging industrial inefficiency. Even
to such a one-sided appeal the trustful public have
responded most nobly ; but it is time that the other
side of it was put equally strongly and persistently
before them. For the trus swadeshi gospel has duties
to lay upon industrialists as well as consumers, and
it will not conduce to the health of our national
eoconomy if we negleot to emphasise these dutfies, as
we did woefully in the past.

It is & very encouraging sign that the All-India

Swadeshi Sangh, which is doing such useful service

in educating the publioc, has recognised the neocessity
of oarrying on its propaganda -in both these direc-
tions. At the All-India Conference of Swadeshi
‘Workers held by it in Bombay at the end of last year,
jt passed resolutions which, among others, drew the
publio attention to the need, while giving a prefer-
enoe to indigenous goods, of ensuring a decent stand-
ard of living to workers engaged in the indusiry
and of safeguarding the interests of the eonsumers
upon whom the policy of swadgshism entails . gacri-
fices, The resolution relating to the first point im
asd follows :— ' :
“This Conferenoce is of opinion that while the
country ia anxious fo develop its industries it

oan on mo account countenance any departure’

from or violation of the rscognised and humane

gtandards for the treatment of labour and, in

pariioular, the racognition of

the right of asso-
ciation.” ‘

The resolution relating to the saoqnd point raaas:

thus =—

“This Conference views with grave concern
the increasing exploitation of the masses and the
gonsumers by Indian industries enjoying the be-

. nmefit of protective tariffis and of the swadeshi
sentiment which charge high prices and place on

the market goods of inferior quality ; and it ear- |

nestly appeals to those in control of these indus-
tries to share the benefit of protection with the
oonsuming public and to adopt the policy of

popularising swadeshi products by selling them .

- ¢heap.” .
These resolutions, though rather balting and vague
are of good omen in that they indicate .a .distinet
change of outlook on the part of workers in;the
swadeshi cause,: The sacrifice which the. congumer
is cnalled upon to make will be justified, the: resolu.
tions say in effect, only if the industrialist obgerves
certain principles of action, The consumer’s duty is
no longer absolua; it is .contingent upon the . per-
formanoe by the .industrialist of his duty. But if
&his conditional character of what the. general publio
owe to swadeshism is to be made effactive, we must

define more precisely and, what is even more import-
ant, muet take steps to implement what the indus-
trialist owes to it, It will not be enough merely to
say that industry should treat labour in a humane
way ; some tosts of this humane treatment must be
specified, and arrangements must be made to informs
the consuming public whether any particular in-
dustry does or does not satisfy those tests, -

To take an instance, the All-India Swadeshi
Sangh hes framed a definition of swadeshi goods in
so far as non-textiles are concerned and is about to
frame a definition of swadeshi textiles. Further, the
Sangh proposes to constitute an All-India Swadeshi
Certifying Board, with power to issue certificates to
those manufacturers whose articles fulfil the raquire-
ments of the Sangh’s definition and whose articles
alone it will recogniso as swadeshi. It is only these
articles that the Sangh will appeal to the public to buy
in preference to other bideshi goods. This is good
go far it goes ; but similarly, the Certifying Board
should be charged with the duty of seeing whether
any particular manufacturer does or does not fulfik
the terms of the Sangh’s Labour Code, and issue cer-
tifioates to those manufaeturers only who fulfil them.
Just as it will not be incumbent on the publie to
buy goods which are not certified as swadeshi by the
Certifying Board, so it should not be incumbent upon
them to buy goods whioch are not certified by the
Board as fulfilling in their manufacture the Labour
Code of the Sangh. This Code may at the beginning
be quite simple and elementary and may be gradual-
ly stiffened afterwards. But unless the public are
informed by a competent and trustworthy body like
the Sangh whether the minimum requirementa of the
provisions in ,regard to labour are satisfied or nof,
they will have no guidance in detsrmining whether
they should extend their patronage to certain goods
or withhold it from them. Without some such
arrangement, the Sangh’s resolution on the subject,
however excellent in itself, will romain a pious hope.

| It will, however, be putting teeth into the resolution

if it will remit to its Certifying Board the task of re-
fusing certificates to those firms that fail to enforce
its Labour Charter. In the same way the Sangh’s
appeal to the industrialists to refrain from exploiting
the consumers will go unheeded unless it takes upon
itself the duty of giving some guidance to the public
as to what a falr selling price would be in the case of
sl] industries which enjoy a certain amount of proteo-
tion. It may in fact go further and place ,some limit.
—which may be generous in the beginning—upon
ths profits earned. But whatever coriterion of good
conduot on the part of manufacturers be adopted, the
Certifying Board must be ealled upon to say whether
the manufacturers concerned satisfy itor not. TUn-
less thig'ia done, exploitation of the consuming pub-
lio,is not likely to be effectively cheocked,

We would not disguise from the Sangh the fact
that it has much harder work to do in guiding public
opinion along these lines than in rousing the national
sentiment in favour of indigenous goods, Consumers”
swadeshi is immensely popular, not so manufactur-
ers’. The people in general have displayed sn almost
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inexhaustible capacity and desire to undergo sacri-
fices ; the industrialists however have not yat shown
themselves capable of even a moderate amount of
self-restraint in ‘turning this general frait of our
people to good account. OQur legislatures too ‘are
too much under the domination of the magnates of
indusiry to make it possible to insert conditions
rolating to labour and the consuming . publie in
“legislation. granting protection to industry, Every
time protection was given either in the form of sub--
sidies or customs duties to industries like textiles,
stee]l or sugar, Mr. N, M. Joshi. and a few others
have pleaded for such stipulations, but they have
always met with scandalously scant support in the
Legislative-Assembly, But just because the legisla-
fures are so unsympathetic and inconsiderate to. the
interests of the poorer classes, upon whose enthusi-
estic support the swadeshi propaganda rests, the
Sangh, whose contact with the masses,. we are glad to
recognise, is ¢lose and intimats, must make it its
bueiness by its own unofficial agency to sort . out the
gheep from the gost from among the manufacturers
and to tell the public who - deserve their patronage
end who do not. As a sample of what Mr. Joshi has
been trying to do in this divection in the .Asesembly,
. we will quote below the amendment moved by him
ta the Sugar Industry Protection Bill in 1932 ;—

““Undertakings engaged in the manufacture

of sugar shall submit to the Government of:

‘- India ... a declaration whereby they .pledge
~. themsslves to keep prices of the articles during
- +#hé period when such -.protective -duties are in
. 'force .at wuch figures as the (:‘rovemmeni:r of India
| Insy approve, | .- ;

: andthe following conditions are’ found by the
. Government of Indm to have been fulfilled,

- "Undertakmgs engaged in the  manufacture of
‘' sugar shall submit to the Government of India ...
'8 declaration whereby they pledge themselves
for the finanecial year during whmh the protect-
: | "ive duties are'in force — -
~ '{a) " not o pay any fee or equivalent sum to
.the Directors or management for the said finan-
_ cial year; '
. () mnotto pay to shureholders a.nd other pa.rtl-
- cipants with limited liability a greater sum by
.. way of annual dividend than what they would
v @et-at 6 per cont.on-the actual capital invested in
; :the undertaking by the persons concerned ;
.  {e) toemploy any further surplus in consoli-
.- Jating {the position of the undertaking in the
.. manner approved by the Government of India ;
(d) notto employ enyone wha is mnot &n
", Indian except with the parmxsslon of the Govern-
.. ment of India; and -
B to produce & certlﬁca.te that the Ia.bour
* . conditions in the.undertaking are satisfactory .
"1, from @ eommittes of three persons - appointad by :
s+, the Government of India for that purpose, ..

i

‘ contemplate its abolition,
. “Notwithstanding the passing of this Act the :

- probective duties shall not apply unless’ the |
" -condition laid down in - ( the foregoing) section |

' a.zegolution favouring .the withdrawal of ths aur

© “If an undertaking manufacturing sugar fails
"' %o perform its duties under (the above) sections:

within & fixed period the Governor Gemeral in

Council may impose on those responsible to
" perform these duties the penalty of a daily fine
. ¥ not exoeeding Rs. 1,000.”
Wedo mnot ask the Sangh either to adopt theso .
propositions wholesale or to rely upon the Govern-
ment machinery for giving effect to them. Letithave
its own machinery and let it prescribe its own
standard to the manufacturers; but whatever the
machinery and whatever the standard, it must make -
them an integral part of its policy, and not confine
itself merely to -encouraging the public to buy
swadeshi goods, pointing for the rest to the resolu-
tiotts we have extracted above, which must remain -
ineffective till the scope of the Certifying Board is
enlarged as suggested by us, A swadeshi movement
whioh requires large sacrifices of the masses but
leaves the manufacturers untrammelied ecan neither
succeed nor promote the nation’s interests.

PROTECTION TO SUGAR.

o) coolly it is assumed by industrialists in thls
country that the emergeney surcharge of 25
per cont, on all import duties that is now in

foroe will be continued indefinitely in the interests
of the industries concerned even after a recovery hag
taken place in the revenue position of the Govern- -
ment ! The Mody-Clare-Leas pact is ‘'being denounced
everywhere for no other reason than that the Bombay
mill-owners promised not to ask fora retention of the
surcharge if and whoen the Government of India will
As if the surcharge
was 6 permanent affair and the millownars had given
up something that is already theirs in agreeing not to
gtand out for the additional protection which the
weakness of our finauncial condition had.helpad to

| confer upon them! In fact the leaders of the cotton |

toxtile industry in Bombay have done nothing better
than to recognise that they must not continue to -
exploit to their own advantage the crushing load of
taxation which the country is patiently bearing on
account of the world-wide economic depression. Bat
the leaders in the other centres of the industry
apparently want to maintain the present excessive
level of taxation in order that they may ba enabled
to make the country self-sufficient in the matter of
clothing—at the cost of the people, and, what is more

‘| impottant, they wish to attain this highly patriotic

purpose .without having to undergo the somewhat
inconvenient sorutiny by either the Ta.rlﬂ’ Board or
the Government. : " ’
Similarly, the sugar mdustry too has made up'.
jta mind apparently that the surcharge must be maine
tained for its own benefit, even if it could be removed .
in the .oase of other industries. The. Associated
Chambers of Commerce at their recent meeting passed

charge and have brought a.veritable hornats’ nest.:
sbout their edrs by so doing! We have no-sympathy -
whatever with the object whichthe Chambars had: ia -
view..in .adopting -such & resolution. .. They. are
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- concerned about the surcharge msinly because - it

- puts the import trade in jeopardy. The interests of the-

- import trade have no claims upon our eonsideration
if in the national interests a continuation of the
- surcharge is desirable, The resson upen which the
+ Chambers’ demand for abolishing the surcharge ias
. based and the motive with which it is made are thus
wholly unjustifiable, but the eritios of the resolution
: seem to imply that sugar must continue to receive
the extra protection, that it i3 now recelving even
when, owing to an improvement in the public finan-
: ces, the country is in a position to forego the surcharges.
‘We hasten to warn these oritics and the sugar
industry itself that any such presumption would be
- entirely without warrant.

The only consideration that should weigh ' with
us In determining the continuancs or the disconti-
nuance of the surcharge is the stata of our finances.
If this be such that we can do without the surcharge,
the surcharge must go. No other consideration would
be relevant. If any industries need protection beyond
what is being given them after a full consideration

- of their position, they will have to make out a casa
for it,-and it will have to be considered as a. separate
- question. "If a case iz made out to the satisfastion of
~the legislature, then either & 25 per cent., addition, or
‘more or less than this, will be votad acoording to the
requirements of the mdusl:nes ooncerned. But the
public must not, and will not, agree either to keep on
~the surcharge for an indefinite period for all indu-
skries because some industries want it or to keep it on
for some industries and abolish it for the others. This
would mean an extension of the protestive system
by a side-door, which the people will .never tolerate.
If the level of protection, already high enough, is to
be raised still higher, let it be done in a straightfor-
ward manner and after a full and open: inquiry.

Indian Finance, writing on the subject of a sur-
-charge on $he sugar duty, argues that the basia of the
Tariff Board’s recommendation, whioh was subtan-
“tially accepted by the Government of India, may
have been upset in the interval between then -and

now. The fair selling price may have undergone an |

increase ; and if Holland goes off the gold standard as
-8 consequence of the depreciation of the dollar the
competition of the Java industry may become too
-severe, This latter contingensy has not yet materi-
alised, and we need not think of crossing the bridge
before we'reach it. The advance in the fair selling

price too i3 yet in the region of posnblhtles, and it
would be weong to insist upon the maintenanos of the | **
surcharge before the possibility is canverted into an {:

- actuality, and it will be for-the industry, -when -the
Government findg™ it ‘Dossible -to take off the sur-
charga, to prove that ‘an advance has ‘taken'place in

“the fair selling prics of sugar to jusiify, in the case
of this industry, a rise of 25 per cent. in the existing
duty, which is -over. 150 ,per cent.

- Olimmbers of Commerce ate quite right in saying tliai
this is

iantly thab a, further inpzease in. the duty. whmh .was
s rentlered | necessary: by & tpmperary emaérgency ,shoul@

-The Associated .

a crushing burden, * and we cannot under-
-stand any responsible peison mamtalhmg non-oha.-.

be made permanent during the tenure of the original :
duty, which is no less than fifteen years. Instead of
holding out to the industry the hope of continaing’
the surcharge for this long period, a hops which can-.
not be realised, we had better urge the industry to.
bear constantly in mind that,- after. the period for
which protection is guamnteed to it, it will have to
stand on its own bottom. We are glad fo find. in-
this connsction the All-India Swadeshi Sangh taking.
up the right attitude. It says in its broohure No.2:
“The example of the textile indusiry should be a
warning to those engaged in sugar production in
this country that an industry ecannot; dontinue always
to depend upon protection without creating -dis«
centent amongst fthe taxpayers.” It is in this
direction that all reasonabls people should cast their:
influence. ‘

Owr Loutdon Getter,

(BY AIR MAIL,)
( From Our Oorrespondent. ) |
London, January 12,

INDIAN AFFAIRS IN ENGLAND, =

[R JOEN WARDLAW-MILNE, member for.
Kidderminster, has received a lettsr from the
local Chamber of Commerece, protesting against:
the unpenalised admission’ into this ocountry of-
manufactured goods from tie Dominions and * mnda
with the cheapest form of practically slave labour.”
Roference appears tq be aspecmlly mads to the impor-
tation of Indian oarpets “to an'extetit never previously
known.” It is stated that the Board of Trade figires
for November last' gshowed that in thet month, British
India sent into this country 138 thousand: square ’
yards - of carpet compared with 64 thousand: square
yards in 1931 (before the introduction .of tariffs ).’
These figures, it ia claimed, indieated . that: the-
importations -were & serious menace to the odarpat:
trade. of 6his country; Belgium and British Indiar
sccounting for more than three-quarters of-all cla.ssas’
of earpet imports. .

It is not true to say that young Oonservatives‘
are in favour of Mr Churchill’s policy and against
that embodied in' the- White Paper proposals. On:

‘Wednasday last, as & result of a lengthy discussion

in a debate on a mo!:ion from' Cambridge, asking the-
Conference of the University Conservative and

Unionist Associations to say that it would welcome

the transference of power in India from the British-
democracy to the King in Imperial Counecil; ‘the

‘delogates refused the invitation of Cambridgs and -
announced their adherenoce to tha pollcy outlmed in

tha White Paper. ’

Sir Henry. Pa.ge—()'roft M, P, who is gtrongly .
opposed to the Government’s pohcy, hag returned to

 the attack in a letter as member of Parliament for
| Bournemouth to the Chairman- of-the Bournemouth

‘Oonstjtutional Association: He gives twelve reasons, -
‘all of them unconvincing, why the Government pro-*
posals should ba rasmbed by all falthful Ooncerva.-
tzves. )

Mahal:ma Ga.mlhx ﬁgures in s large raproduced
photograph, in The Dgily £xpress, of all papers, enher,
,presiding -at or being the chief guesl: of a womens
‘meeting at-Bazwada, Curiously engugh, whilst gvery .
one, else,, except, & lady speaker, is squatting,. the'
Maha.tma. in.a - characteristic, attltude, js septed-on a:

L
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chair,- . Nothing is said in the letter-press of the fact

that this is one of a large number of public meetings

that this apostle of freedom for India’s Harijans has
been addressing on this subject, but the lie is
repeated that “eggs and other migsiles " have been
thrown at him,

SIR STAFFORD CRIPPS' INDISCRETION.

8ir Stafford Cripps has for sgome time been
“ agking for it.”
stiff not long ago when he declared that the next
time that the Liabour Party was returned to office,
should it be in a majority, it would immediately take
steps to sterilise the House of Lords and give imme-
diate eoffect to its programme, whatever the conse-
quences. He definitely created the impression that
the Labour Party with a zparliamentary majority
would at once establish a revclution, and that it
would virtually set up & Socialist Dictatorship, in
order to combat the probability of an alternative
Fasoist Dictatorship. Very scon, under protest from

the Trade Union section of the Party, the ex-Solicitor:

General bad to moderate his transports ( this has no
passing reference to Transport House ), and it is very
significant that the Labour Party has not only

rofused so far to adopt either Sir Stafford or his’

language, but it has demonstrated strongly in favour
of Demooracy, so that even Sir Stafford himself has
been obliged publicly to declare himself an ardent
believer in, and supporter of, Demooracy. The
Manchester Guardian, however, considers that it would
be & miracle if the Party and the Trades Unions,
with all their demonstration and eloquent manifestoes

in favour of Democracy in gemeral will be able to |

counter the belief propagated by their political
opponents that Labour is in favour of a Sooialist
Dictatorship, a oconstitutional . revolution, and a
private Communist and Socialist army. This may
be the purest nonsense, but, with less than the usual
distortion to be found on the political platform, this
revolutionary programme ean be built up and
substantiated out of Sir Stafford Cripps’ speeches.

Last week-end, however, Sir Stafford Cripps,

addressing. a gathering of University students, who,.

with all their natural enthusiasm and ardour, cannot

be suspected of having any knowledge or experience .

of the working of the Constitution or of the diffi-
culties attending the bringing about of and the
clearing up of the mess affer a revolution, once
more spoke of a rapid Socialist revolution, for “ there
must not be time to allow the forces outside to
gather and to exeroise their influence upon the
legislature” before the State has seized and taken
contrel of the land finance, Inthis summary manner
he would dispose of the .House of Lords, erush the
City, and overcome opposition from * Buckingham
Palace and other places as well.” Yet, within a few
hours, Sir Stafford was telling an adult audience

that he was unaiterably opposed to any violent

revolution and that " we of the Labour Party have
decided absolutely definitively that the only way to
bring about the change from the Capitalist system to
Socialism is in a democratic way.” It all sounds
extraordinarily complicated and difficult.

Had he paused to think, Sir Stafford must have
known that for the student the words * Buckingham
Palace ™ could symbolise only the Crown and the
Royal Family, Who would have supposed that ail
that he meant to convey was Court circles, and that
he has the most active affection for the King ( who

" may, of course, in mo oircumstances be oriticised in
pablie, particularly by an ex-gervant of the Crown )} ?
Yet that is exactly what he stated a fow days later
at a luncheon in London after he had drunk the
Royal Toast, fervently “God Bless Him.” One
expects the latter phrass, for Sir Stafford is the son of

Ha soared large numbers of people

that very devoted churchman L.ord Parmoor, the-
Labour leader in the House of Lords during the last:
administration. But it was a little surprising to
learn from Sir Stafford that he had no complaints.
whatever against a Constitutional -Monarohy in
Enpgland, even under a Sooialist regime, for the King
only did what his responsible Ministers told him to-
do, and he, Sir Stafford, fnfinitely preferred a non--
politioal Constitutional Monarch to a political Pre-
tlt)idenfa such as, for example, Mr, Ramsey Mao-
onald.

What may be the effect of all this upon the-
Trade Union movement is pretty olear from an out—
burst by . Mz, Fred Montague, another former Minis--
tor, who, after demouncing the use of * bogey men,’"”
such as the attack on the Banks, and * Buckingham
Palace ” which were hardly oaloulated to coavert
the present thousands who understood and wanted
Socialism into as many millions, desoribed as * hys---
terical nonsense™ talk that is“based upon the
sssumption that » whole nation is clamouring for
revolutionary changes againsi a conspiracy to pre-
vent them.” “ Do not”, he adds, “let our very
advanced friends imagine that a Labour majority
will necessarily be a Socialist one. An eleotion won
on the iniquity of the present Government will be no~
mandate for Soocialism, and to force revolutionary
ohanges on the strength of a Means Test election or a..
War or Peace oloction will lead us into disaster.
Fascism is a much more attractive proposition to the
meraly dissatisfied and disgruntled than Socialism..
It requires less hard thinking about. The present:
hullabaloo is explained by & ourious mixture of
Communistic and sentimental mentality existing in
the Party to some considerable measure.”

Review.

THE LIVING UNIVERSE.

THE LIVING UNIVERSE. By FRANCIS YOUNG--

HUSBAND, ( Murray. ) 1933, 252p. 10/6.
8ir FRANOIS YOUNGHUSBAND, who has been known
as & mountaineer of world renown and has writfen
about the wonders of the Himalayas exp_lorss ip this.
book the Universe and finds that it is & living universe
in which we live. * The living universe is an ever-
living universe, lovely, loving, lova._ble " (p.249). It is -
a reassuring oonclusion to resch in these t_iaya and
the book from end to end breathes a certain moun--
tain freshness which it owes (as the author teils us in
the preface) “to remoteness—especially remoteness
in mountains.” The germ of it was conceived by
Sir Francis forty yesars ago in the H_imsl.ayas and in
jta present form it shaped itself in his mind a couple
of years ago in the Alps. ‘

The book in reality is an sttempt to formulate a .
giitable reply to the ominous philosophical fore--
bodings of certain eminent astro-physicisis (e 8
Jeans ) who on the basis of the second law of thermo- -
dynamios prophesy a“ heat-death ™ for the universe
at some definite time in the future, Accgrdmg to this .
view the universe has been and coniinues to boa.
* ranning down™ process, in the course qf whioch
all heat and light ultimately will have radiated
away and the inevitable destination of which will be -
a cold oy death of all that lives and possesses value. .
If such & view is accepted, then the universe has-
obvicusly to be characterized aa hostile and un~
friendly and as being governed by physioal, and not
spiritual, laws, and leaving consequently no roome
for optimism. ‘

And snch a eonsequenca has been foarlessly -
accepted by some thinkers. Bertrand Russell, for in--
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stance, in his celebrated essay “ Freeman's Worship
tries to think out with equanimity the ruthless impli-
-oations for human life of such a position and deolares
his pathetio personal conviction that whatever be the
fate of the material universe, our values would con-
~tinue fo remain valuable even if unrealised.

But our author thinks that suoh spiritual heroioa
are unnecessary ag the universe rightly interpreled
will revoeal itself to bo not & dead material universe
in which life appears as a mere looal and ephemeral
accident,—but a living universe, organio In ocharacter
and indicating the operation of a cosmic spirit
behind,—s spirit which possesses a personality and
inspired by oreative love. The universs on such a view
is not'a “running down process,” but a * rhythmio
“procass,” . B

The book is divided intotwo parts. The first of
these states “ Mainly Facts” about the universe as
they have been asoertained by the principal branches
of natural soience—astro-physios, biology and
psychology ( inciuding the psychology of mystical
experience ). In the course of this part of his book
the author traces the evolution of the astronomioal
univeras and describes the birth and development of
life and mind and makes out that the mystio is the
highest product of the whole evolutionary process.
In following this story of the cosmic evolution our
-author has wisely chosen his authorities. This whole

-gurvey in fact reveals on the part of the muthora

‘wide, acourate and up-to-date knowledge of soientific
-developments and is an unmistakable indication of
“‘the mouniaineer’s gemeral scientific oulture and the
-oatholicity of his interests and ocutlook.

While offering a warm praise for these features
of Part I(“Mainly Facts”), however, we are constrain-
‘ed to make an important reservation, Sir Francis
has traced the main features of infra-human cosmic
evolution in a strictly scientific and dispassionate
way withont exhibiting any ‘unnecessary emotion or
bias, But when he enters the human, especially the
“psyehological, domain his descriptions cense at places
‘%0 be matter-of-fact and he appears to be indulging in
a _klnd of idealising glorification, and preferring arti-
-8tic representation to a cold and detached state-
ment of the bare facts. We would refer the reader
as an instance in point to his desecriptions (Chap. IV)
-of the impulse of love intha animals and that in
men. His deseriptions of human love as comparad
d0. those of animal love smack more of romantio
Poeticism than scientific rigour and detachment.
What_m wanted in such contexts is a mors cold and
-behaymuristic dascription than the sentimental glori-
fioation of the objects. Nor ean we rank Sir Franeis’
apo[:h_eosis of the mystic asin any sense a sound pro-
position or & well-authenticated finding of modern
-8cience, - .

- Part II is * Mainly Inferences * and constitutes
the strictly philosophical portion of the work. The
author has followed in a general way the lead of the

~eminent Dr. Whitehead and has propounded the * or-
ganio view " of the universe. Agreement in essence
of the microcosm and the macrocosm is the leading
prmclr;v‘le whl.ch leads him to formulate a conception
-of the “Cosmic Spirit” and “Personality™ (Chap. VI),
He also spaculates on $he possibility of iife on planets
-other than the earth and the same general principles
«of Dr, Whihehaad’s philesophy of the organism yield

to him the " inhabited wniverse' (Chap, VII).' In
thie universe * Holiness " appears to him to be the
prinoiple of “‘governance” ( Chap. VIII), And speak-

- ing about the “ future of the universe" (Chap. I1X),

he again follows Dr, Whitehead’s lead and views the
universe as & “rhythmio process”™ rather than asa.
running down process. “Culmination, rather than
destination, Is then the loading feature of the universe,”
It ia "' a pulsing universe ” (p. 225 ). :
~And such a view of the universe has important
“ implioations ** for us men (Chap. X), They need
not ‘resign themselves to a dismal fate of ccld and
darkness and can surely depend upon the friendly
universe around them. And this is the mountaineer’s
refreshing whiff that breathes in Younghusband's
pages——a messaga from the Himalayas and the Alps:

Such is the general tenor of Part II, which of

| necessity is of the nature of an imaginative construc-

fion. And we have again to offer s general remark
‘om it. The general eonclusion reached appears fo us
to be sound enough, But at places again Sir Francis
allows too much scope for personal speculation { vide
Chap. VIII) and his mystical bias ( vide Chap. X).
On the whole however Sir Francia Younghus-
Land has produced a thoroughly readable and delight-
ful volume. He iz one of. fhe clearest writers we
have come across. ] : '
' D. D. VADEKAR.

SHORT NOTICE.

THE LIFE OF A TIGER AND THE LIFE OF AN
- ELEPHANT, By 8. EARDLEY WILMOT.
( Edward Arnold, }* 1933. 20cm. 371p. 3/6.

ITis & great delight to feast one’s imagination ona
book go richly vernal in its associations and contain-
ing beauteous wild life which weara a blood-thirsty
aspact beosuse man disturbs the peace of its peculiar
monsarchy. How really true to nature and free from
ths insincerities of Rudyard Xipling, Sir Eardley
Wilmot's skill as a word-painter is, will be apparent
on reading these faspinating biographies of the two
distinguished beasts of the forest. The biography
of the Bee is all there is, by courtesy of its render-
ing .in English - literature, to equal - them. 1In
these days when attempts are being made to preserve
the wild animals in their native state of. sanctity,
there is muoh to bo learnt from this bdok of -tender
characterisation—which for the refined simplicity of
its language is highly suitable as a text-book in In-
dian schoois. The Indian boy whose learning is dis-
gociated from intimate contact with realities, and - so
undeveloped in its colour, zcoclogioal and bolanical
senre will profit more from this book than from a
vapid syllabus of studies. Here and.- there, there are
touches suggestive of man's affinity with his four-~
footed fellow oreatures of the jungle and the very
delicacy with which they are introduced render them

- inoffensive.

“Pigers have this one thing in common with the Natives
of India that they will not eat in the company of their
femeales, preferring a solitary repast.'f_

The Kingfisher Library ought to feel the prouder
for counting this book in its collection.

K, VENUGOPAL Rao.

[}

‘THE WHITE PAPER SOHEME.

MR. SRINIVASA SASTRI'S. CRITICISM.

(_)n the 16th inst. the Right Hon'ble V. 8. Srinivasa
Sastri, P.C., C.H., LL.D., addressed a crowded public
wmeeting held at the Ranade Library Hall in Madras on

.tfzg ‘W(u'te Paper Schgme. He said -

}

N November last thore was a debate in the Houss
of ‘Commons on India, in the course of which
Mr. -Winston Churchill ‘drew a picture of the

White Paper and of the speaker (Mr. Sastri) in that
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connection to which he desired to refer at the outset.
My, Churchill stated that the speaker recommended
the White Paper scheme to some of his countrymen,
because the speaker saw in it several advantages for
India including the right of secession from the Bri-
tish Commonwealth. That would enable the audi-
ence to judge how the portraits current in England of
Indian public men differed from the criginala. He
never recommended the White Paper to Indians.
How could he? 'Wkho oould find in the White Paper
itself, applying the most powerful microscope, any-
thing like the right of secession on Dominion Status
or the reality of Responsible Government or indeed
anything like real advance in the democoratioc direc-
tion upon the present state of things whioch was not
neutralised by two or three carefully devised safe-
guards. It was extraordinary, Mr. Sastri declared,
that such misconception should prevail regarding
the situation in India and the sort of welcome that
the present proposals -had received at the hands of
Indians who were primarily interested in it. Sir
S8amuel Hoare had before the Joint Seleet Committee
produced .a formidable Bhashya on the White Paper
which exceeded in bulk more than a bhundred times
the original work.- Sir Samuel Hoare had been
. praised for his courage In stinding the oross-exa-
mination for several days together, for his perfect
candour with Indians and salso for the thorough
grasp he had -manifested of the Indian
problems in ‘sll its saspects, The ppeaker
believed that that praise was fully justified and he
-did not wish toabate from it one jot. Those who
were on the spot and listened {o Sir Samuel from day

to day seemed to have been filled with admiration at-

the way in which he championed the White Paper
against its critics and more than once when men like
Mr. Winston Churchill appeared, it seemed the com-
bat between them assumed great proportions, Their
friends in private letters had alluded %o this combaf
a8 though it were really a trial of skill. “To me,
however”, Mr. Sastri said, “as I lay on my sick bed
reading these debates bed-ridden by a senee of defeat
and prostration, the matter did not appear in that
light. Irather thought in my fancy that I wsaa
seeing enacted before my eyes & new and fantastio
version of the Mahabharata, the fortunes of war

being completsly reversed—the Pandavas represent-

ing the fortunes of India, stricken dead on the field
of battie, a hush as if complete extinetion falling all
over the place, only broken by the quarrsl between
two parties of the victorious Kauravas upon the
question of the exact extent of despoilment they were
to effect upon the corpses, upon the methods to be
employed and upon the instruments they were to use.
(Hear, hear.) It was not a hevoic encounter, For,
remember while Sir Samuel Hoare uwpon the whole
stood up for the 'White Paper, the only changes he
agreed to make now and then were in the direction of
the stiffening of the anii-Indian provisions.”

SECRETARY OF STATE'S EVIDENCE.

. Proceeding, Mr. Sastriar referred to two or three
points in the evidence of Sir Samuel Hoare and point-
ed out how the Secretary of State had to draw back
under the blows of men like Sir Austen Chamberlain,
on several important points like the question of
Police sand Commercial Discrimination. The Police
and the C.LD. had now been placed practically

, ander the direction of Governors of the provinces.
" Again, in his deposition regarding the question of
" commercial discrimination, Sir Ssmuel was driven
from pillar to post and he went sofar as to propoee
to take away the fiscal autonomy, unsatisfactory
a8 it was, that India Bt present enjoyed. Some of
them who followed the evidence closaly were struck
wvery much with the marvelious ingenuity with
which the defects that might operate to the disad-

vantage of British trade were discovered by the«
membera of the Joint Select Committee and how Sir.
Samuel at every stage was invited to fill up the gaps-
so disolosed. Nothing distressed the Indian readers

more than the way in which Sir Samuel maintained .
the dootrine that while the Dominions of -the Com-

monwealth might oppress and illireat Indians as..
much as they pleased, India must be denied the-
power to retaliate to any extent, In other words, Sir

Samuel, in his kindness to India, went so far as to-
maintain that although the Dominions might fall

away from the path of rectitude, it was up to Indians,

the descendants of snoient Rishis (laughter),.
to kesp always to the path of righteousness.
returning good for evil. Even the Mahatme

would not go so far (Laughter). On this

point it was worth while to remember that the

Government of India and Sir Fazl-i-Hussain showed

that they could be trusted to stand by India and her-
real interests and the speaker desired to pay both a

tribute of praise and gratitude for the way they.

stood up for India's rights of reciprocity,to use s

colourless word. It remained to be seen how far the-
Secretary of State had been impressed by the gallant -
stand they had taken. Hs did not want the audience

to think that Siz Samuel Hoare had not yiclded any-

thing to pressure from the Indian side. Buf what he

yielded was done so reluctantly and was soslight

that it was difficult to be grateful to him. ( Cheers. J -
When Indian representatives contended that the

Foderal Legislature should have some constituent

powers, which had been denied in the White Paper

scheme, Sir Samuel Hoare stated that he had desided

upon a slight modifieation by which the Federal

Legislature could modify the franchise after the-
lapse of ten years from the commencement of the

operation of the new constitution. That was how

Bir Samuel appesred to yield to Indian opinion.

DOMINION BTATUS.

Referring to the complete omission of the
word “Dominion Status” from the White Paper, the-
speaker said that Lord Willingdon, they might re--
member, had committed an indisoretion when he said
that he expected in his term of office to become a.
constitutional . Viceroy. Lord Willingdon was at--
tacked for this at the time by Mr, Churchill and
others, Sir Samuel Hoare, however much he dml}kgd
that expression Dominion Status, had Fo use it in
order to explain that Lord Willingdon did not mean.
what he said ( laughter ). This was the first time
that Sir Samuel wused that expressien since the
spesker complaired about its absence from the-
White Paper. The explanation of the Secretary of
State was most extracrdinary. He would.not put it
in the preamble of the Constitution Act. Sir Samu_el
gtated that the conditions in India were quite-
different from the conditions in the Dominions where
the privileges of Dominion Status were appropriate.
Sir Samuel did not visualise & time when India.
would mchieve Dominion Status. He was content
to let it remain ss s far-off dream, siways to be
beheld at a distance, dim and obscure. Some
might ask why they should attach 8o much.
importance to this phrase, so long as they got
power. In this view certain British statesmen
had also agreed, snd they pointed ouf that in the
history of British politics, the meaning of thie
phrase was continually changing from day to day
for the resson that it was dynamie and pro-
gressive. It was for this very reasom, the s.peak.er
gaid, they wanted to get hold of this expression, in
connection with their constitution, It would appear
that whenever sympathetic British statesmen pro-
posed to insert this expression in oonstitutional
doouments, the Dominion Prime Ministers and others
objected to it upon the ground that Indians had not
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~-yot become **Brahmarishis,” but only “Rishis™ of the
- Jower oaste. And these four or five Vagishthas had to
- approve of that namae being bestowed upon Indians.
+ The speaker had stoutly maintained that the expres-
gion ‘Dominion Status’ ehould.find a plaga in the

. gtatuta, even if it were to express that India should
be a Dominion minus certain powers. This would

_ give them the assurance that they would be a Domi-
nion when power came fully into their hands.
“Thig view prevailed, and Lord Irwin, with the full
.consent of the Labour Government, made the empha-
-tio deolaration that Indis was to march towards
Dominion Status. But this did not suit the party
now in power beoause they did not want to see India
-piaced amongst the Dominions. They wanted India
- to remain at the bottom, a little above Fiji, and some-
what higher than Barbados, but nowhere in the
picture near the great Dominions, It was wrong for
Indians to contend that they raust not fight for their
- place, Iteeemed tothe speaker that all their ener-
gies should be directed to urge the insertion of
rthat expression in the doouments. They could not
. afford to wait on the pleasure of the Dominions to
acquire Dominion Status, and whether it be Sir
.Samuel Boare or another, they must not shrink from
fighting for the position which, under Lord Irwin's

.declaration, had bean definitely* and absolutely pro-

mired to them.

“Tt isstrange,” Mr. Sastriar said, “that Sir Samuel
_Hoare should venture to claim on behalf of the
‘White Paper that it contains within itself the germs
~ of India’s progresa towarda her destiny. I do not see
those germs, But he does maintain, in order §o satisfy
. his erities, that the words of Lord Irwin's declaration
_have been fulfilled. You know we have got to deal
in this matter with diverse personalities. May I
pause for a minute while I ask you tosee two or
three people * Lord Salisbury, pre-eminent in British

politics and second to none in the influence ha wields,

went so far as to say that the pledge of Dominion
-Status. conveyed to India was not a pledge that
England was bound to honour, that it was condition-
.- al, conditions in his mind being conditions impossi-
| ble of fulfilmens. That gives you an indication of
| how even a promise made to people, considered poli-
' “tically weak and subordinate, is regarded as by mo
means sacred, It spems to these people that Indians
.are in a state when they can b triflod with ; when
their hopes are raised and when they are
rejoicing, their hopes might be dashed to the ground.”

The apeaker next referred to the atfitude taken

by Lord Reading and said that while he owned in

1930 .th_a!: he had become a8 convert to the theory of
Dominion Status, his Lordship had now evaded that

issue as the Conservative Government was enthroned

in powar and therefore it was possible to play with

the feelings of the Indian community. It grieved

4he speaker beyond words when he had to say that
Lord Irwin too ran away from it. Where was Mr.

Ramsay MacDonald now—the man who said that

India was to bea Dominion not in the course of

~years buf in the course of a fow weeks ? The distance
-that Mr, Ramsay MacDonald had travelled backwards
from that position exactly measured the steps in
retrogression thet they had taken since the Round

“Table Conference began in 1930. It would be remem-
bered that even after he had been delicately told

not to use the expression Dominion Status, Lord

Wlllm_gd_on in arecent speech had the sudacity to

zrepeat it in Madras, Sir Bamuel Hoare would proba~
bly excuse this ‘escapade’ because was Lord Willing-

don not the man who after Lord Irwin’s mistakes
had brought peace and order into India, and put
-down the Congress led by a small man clothed in a
yard of loin eloth, whose followers numbered thous-

sands and were people who consented to be beaten in

publio streets, when dragged in courts pleaded guilty
and asked for the marimum sentence, and when
locked in jail éonsidered it a promotion to be changed
from clase A to olass B and still greater promotion
to be changed into class C from olass B? Washe
not the person who issued mighty Ordinances and
doclared all sorts of bodies illeqtal and prohibited
moetings ? When such a pacification had been pro-
duced in the country, Sir Samuel Hoare was quite
willing for this consideration to let Lord Willingdon
have a 1ittle latitude in the use of political phrases.
(Laughter.) ' '

SAFEGUARDS,

Mr, Sastri next dealt with the question of' safe-
guards, The White Paper, for every advance it
made, had two or three safeguards to neutralise it.
The practioally-minded Britisher acoused the Indians
of having been logical, visionary .and having been
unabla to grasp the fundamental truths of politieal
geience. ( Laughter. ) The Britisher had said that
if there wers these safeguards, they wera only to be
used when an emergency arose and when the situs-
tion was out of econtrol, when some foolich ministers
took an indefensible step. If Indians .were ‘wise
people, the Britishers told them that they would: be-
have properly to allow eafeguards to remsin on
paper, never to be called upon to apply them, If the
gafeguards fell into desuetuds, the Indiang after ten
or fifteen years could ask the Britishera to take away
the powers ag. they had never been used. Perhaps,
Britain might then appoint & Commission: or India
might send a deputation to England, to settle every-
thing. That was how the Britisher explained the
safeguards to Indians; but to England, to men like
Lord Lloyd and others it was explained that they
had safeguards in abundance and safeguards array-
od one behind tha aother and therefore why trouble
about it ? These safeguards, it was further explained,
were not there to be merely worshipped or to bs explain.-
ed away but to be used in day-to-day administration.
The real nature of the safeguards, the speaker said,
was this: They were designed in order to profest some
interest or other, some minority or other, and to proteot
the feelings of minorities and interests as against the
interest of the nation as a whole, feslings which had
besn brought into play, which had been atimulated
to an unhealthy degree, making people believe that
India was not one nation but a land of minorities
and epecial interests. Whenever any progressive
step was taken in future, was it not likely that some
interest or minority would invoke those safeguards
and in the face of repeated invocation, how could &
Governor or the Viceroy, however much he might be
endowed with common sense and good will, and
spacial qualifications, keep these powers in the back-
ground ? They would tell the future ministers thas,
as good boys, wherever ‘a Governor threatened
them with the use of safeguards, the best thing for
them would be to suceumb to it, Under such condi-
tions, the speaker was of the opinion that i6 was im-
possible for any Federal Minister or for the minister
of a province to feel independent and to feel that he
was the agent of the people, Those ministers would
always walk under a sense of complets humiliation,
It was simply an impossible position, With so
many atringent safeguards, the constitulion eould
work only on a very low level, reducing the minis-
tors to mere agents of the heads .of the respective
governments.

JOINT MEMORANDUM.

“ We want our ministers to feel,” Mr. Sastri
gaid, ¥ that they are the oustodiana of the nation’s.
interests, that at the bidding of the constituency they
can take & bold course of action for developing our
resources. How can they feel like that if, in &
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hundred directions, they are pulled back or are likely
to be pulled back? The mere existence of thesa
safeguards is & menace to the growth of the consti-
tution. But there is one silver lining in this sombra
cloud. It is reslly & piece of good fortune that our
Msahomedan friends and Hindu friends and Sir
Henry Gidney have all joined to produce a body of
demands which would really change the whole
phase of the White Paper. These demands, though
they have filled us with pleasure and safisfaction,
were produced in the last stage of the sittings
of the Joint Select Committee, when our friends
felt that the baitle had gone clear agsinst them.
They are therefore in the nature of a’ parting shot,
not in themselves of much value except as en
indication of what our expectations were, These friends
have done one good thing. People in England, even
the die-hard gection, can no fonger pretond that they
have produced a constitution, believing that it will
gatisfy the Indian people or any section of the pro-
gressive politicians here. We have deprived them
completely of that excuse. That is something. Their
friends, Mr. Joshi, Sir Abdur Rahim, Mz Jayakar
and others, kave said that they have broughf nothing
with them, That is the conclusion of the matter
which opened in 1930 with apeeches from Mr, Ramsay
MaocDonald, Lord 8ankey aud Sir T'ej Bahadur Sapru,
speaches full of the greatest promises, speeches that
seemed to indicate that the work of the Indian
National Congress, which began forty years ago, waa
at last reacbing a happy consummation. Here I am
-remineded of the Tamil proverb that, when they
attempted to make a clay-model of God-Vignaneswara,
the model turned cut to be that of a monkey. (Laugh-
ter,) Who. would have thought when we began in
1930 that we would finish by producing not & smiling
suspicious god, who overcomes all obstacles and
takes us into the land of happiness, buf a hideous
and grimacing anthropoid ? The tragedy of the thing
is this, This shape, having been given, it was no
easy thing to chsnge it thereafter and try to produce
a divine face out of it. The trouble ia that this con-
stitution, misshapen as it is, redounds to the advan-
tage of certain misguided sections and interests of the
population of India, and therefore if we want fo
 change things to our benefit the British Government
can guietly withdraw and eay * now fight out among
yourselves." Our people wiil resist the change.”

“The present Conservative Government is very

anxious to put this constitution through. Their fear’

is that, if the Labcur Government came into power
ten or fifteen years hence, they would give peace to
India if nothing was done now. It is better to give
a constitution in this shape, they think, for, with the
best of intentions, hereafter it will be diffieult to put
matters right. That is the psychology behind these
efforts. *“If we have lost the battle,” Mr. Sastri
ooncluded by saying, “we must realise that we have
lost it because we are divided, You may ask what
next ? By way of a partial ‘answer to this question,
I may say this. ' Thie is a moment when, our for-
tupes baving sunk to & low depth, it is incumbent
upon -all wise men in India, whatever badge they
wear in politics, to come together to pool their
experience and their knowledge of practicsl affairs
and try to settle what action should be taken in the
future. 1 am happy to think that the Libera] Party
have extended their hand of welcomse to all those who
) T quite
" realise that in certain quarters we are met with scorn
" and rebuff. That is the misfortune of the day. But
we believe that it is good for us to extend our hand
of welcome and to embrace all honest patriots and

say to them ‘We have to sit together and thrash:
out all porblems." The situation is acute and it is.
!ikely to land us in disaster, if action is not taken:
in theright spirit, If you do the right thing—I am

reminded of the famous “sloka” in Gita—if you do
the right thing, you cannot come to & bad end ; steps.
taken in the right direction must be good, It seems

to me that those who confer together and take sounsel

in fthis respect serve their ocouniry well for the

moment. I have a feeling that there is something in

the very intensity of our grief which must furnish

s contrast, The situation is so unstable that even if

this constitution came it will prove its own weakness,

end sooner or later a better day will dawn. All that
is required now is for you to remain alive somehow.
Fortune will not always be adverse, It will take a
good turn, But you must be alive till then. What is.
the thing you have to keep alive ? In the ascendancy

of narrow sectional interest, everybody who can think -
of Indis as & whole and the future of the Indien.
nation must feel that against odds he must
gomehow keep the seeds of the national spirit

slive, mational as opposed to communal., There
are not many of that kind. They, whether in the
Congress or outside, must take stepa to keep alive the
national spirit, wherever the national interest is
being served. Unless that view is taken, however
unfashionable it may be for the moment, while sl
round us & spirit of anti-nationalism prevails, unless
we stand up for the true, lasting and beneficial
interest of India, unless we do 8o, we shall niso have
betrayed the ocountry.
and it would not be long, when this blight will pass.
away from our land, and rains will fall and there:
will be green all round and the air will once more be

pregnant with hope. When that day dawns, God

grant that our national spirit should be there so thai.
our children and our children’s children may reap &

rich and sustaining harvest.” (Prolonged cheers.)
~The Hindu.

Govrespondence,
“ BINDING THE FUTURE.”

To THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.
SIR.~—I agree with * Observer” that the proposed’
ALL Parties' Conference should not evade issues
connected with the States. The Conference must put
forth among its demands a demand for elected
representation and other minimum changes in the
States which desire to:join the Federation: I, of

course, entirely agree with him that the Federal plan

now sdumbrated may wall be dropped, a:ngi_ Indian
politicians sshould - not share responeibility for
forcing this unwanted federation on the country.

I Jook forward to the time,..

Rightly, “Observer” says : “ In India too the forcible

imposition of a Federation upon the people would
lead ultimately to the explosion of Federation.”™ I
agree that Indian progreseives may well tell the-
Government that the Federal scheme may be ta.k_en
back by the Government. But I would not advise-
them to toll the Government that *they hope that-
the country will .soon change its mind.” For the
country will not.—Yours, eto. ) ‘

Madras, January 16. 8. SATYAMURTL

INGCREASE YOUR HEIGHT. ’

‘Why remain short-statured, meek and abaurd ?
Becoms taller, add 3 to 5 more inches and
become smart, handsome and commanding.
Full Ilustrated Course Rs. 3 only.

IMPERIAL STORES, (S. I.)
Kasur, (Punjab).
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