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. Liberals on Capitation Payments. .

IN our comments last week on the Government
decisions on the findings of the capitation tribunal we
hed ventured {o express the fear that Indian opinion
would bé far from regarding the decisjons with satis-
faction or even as a lasting solution of & complicated
and controversial problem. . The resolution psssed
by the Libersl Federation—the first ‘eonference to be
beld gince the publication of the decisions—on the
subject fully confirms that fear, It will be seen from

thig that the Indian Liberal Party is unable to recon-

oile itself so-the payment of any ecapitation oharges.
And its grounds for itd#epposition fo them ars easily
intelligible. _
‘country ie, in the opinion of the party, unnecessary if
the gole requiremsnis of India’s own defence are taken
into consideration. If Britain. insists upon taeir
employment by India, itis due to considerations of
Tmperial defence. As such equity requires that India
should not be asked to bear a burden whwh is legiti-
mately not her own.

-.. Equally unsatisfactory to the Party is the p;-oﬁerad
financial aid of one and a half million pounds to be
paid every year towards Indin's mihtn.ry bx’pel}dﬁure.
The coneiderations on which its protest is founded
may not however be equally easily dlqcarmble

\some its action in this behalf might even appear
quixotic. At a time when India is groaning under the
brushm ; burden of military expenditure, it ‘may" be
thought she should really have welcoméd- a0y, finan-
ccial relief, be it ever so litile, from any quarter
' whatever, Instead the Libersl Party spesking in
the name of the country goes to the ether extreme

'and condemans the action of those who wisk to run

to her resoue. Such a line of thought will however
“‘emanate only from those whose vision is restricted
"by the immediate necessities -of the situtation. The
Liberal Party on the other hand is happily noteo

b

The presence of British trcops in this |

To-

may be occasioned by the reduction of the British
troops, Despite any official asseverations in a contrary
sense, itcould be shown, as was done by ‘Mr. Rama-
chandra Rao, that the number of British troops
instend of decreasing had actually incressed. In 1858
the numbera of British and Indian troops were
respectively 28,000 and 1,60,000 while to-day they
stood at 58,000 and 1,58, 000. These figures are more
telling than any wordy sssurances from authoritative
quarters that the number was going down,
tion to the continuanoe of British trocps was, as
Pandit Kunzru who supported the resoluticn aptiy
explained, based on two grounds; (1) finance
and (2) national self-respect. If England was deter-
mined to wound our national self-respect by oconti.
nuing the British army in India in defiance of our
protests, the leamst that is expected of her is not to

charge Indis with any part of the cost of its mam..
tenance. . . - e

Dr. Ansari and the L. M. S. L

THE Indian Madical Servics came ln for strong
eriticism at the hands of Dr. Ansari, president of the
tenth semsion of the All-Indin Medical Conference..
The Service originally organised for military pur-
poses hes a civil side whose continuance, despite
strong and united protests from the non-official me-
dical profession, is officially justified on the ground

-of its being a military reserve, Dr. Ansari had little

difficulty in showing that the argument was nos
worth much. He pointed out that actual expenence
bad shown that this so-called military reserve is un-
able to satisfy even a fraction -of the medical ‘re-
quirements created as a result of war conditions with
the result that the services of the ¢ivil medical praocti-
tioner have tohe invariably requisitioned in war-time.
True he needs some training for thé duties he is
ealled upon to parform but acoordmg fo Dr, Ansari,
this has to be of the ' bnefest and “gigplest” kind.
When the private medioal practitfoner is%hus trained,
hig efficienty 8s & part of the military machine com-
pares favourably, in Dz, Ansari's opinion, with
that of any member of the civil side of the Indian.
Medical Service. That was the lesson of the greas
war, which also coincided with Dr. Ansans owa
experience of the Balkan war, To hiid ‘4§ slsd’
to Indian opinion in general the contifitknce
of the military reserve was thus quite. superfluous.!

What amounted to its virtusl permanende wad' -

gought to bo ensured by its sgo-called necessity for

16942
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. the medical” r;:Henf of the British members of the
service, In this connection. it ispointed out that
British officiale and their families are unable to trust
_Indian doctors to the samd extent that they would
those of their own rece. The argument is frankly
based on racial prejudice and really merils very
little attention, If the 500 and odd Indian dootors
that are at present practising in England find no
diffioulty with the people of England, it seemed
‘strange to Dr. Ansari that Englishmen in India
should regard the Indian dostors too . unworthy of
their confidence to be medically attended to by them.
If however they cannot feel themselves safe exoept
in the hands of medical attendants of the same colour
as their own, why should poor India be saddled with
the cost of the satisfaction of their colour prejudios ?
1f they must be treated by ndne but white dootors,
it is only fair to expect them to find the necessary
funds. Ce , Co
* . ® % ‘

Indiac Women in.Conference. o

IN her . presidential address to the All-India
Women's Conference held at Calecutta last week Lady.
Abdul Qadir dwelt at some length on the unsuitablity
of the present system of education to the needs of
women, The system has indeed besn found to be
inasdequate for the present-day rvequirements even of
boya ; but it is much more so in the case of girls,
most of whom, under our present social oconditions,
are expected to lead married life. The education
that is to be imparted to Iadian girls should, Lady
Qadir urged, be such as will fit them for their duties
88 wives and mothers, besides giving them some
general knowledge whioh would widen their vision.
"‘While there cannot be any serious dispute as regards
her contention, it is on the cards that the problem of

edueational reform must await handling at the hands |-
of the more representative and responsible govern.

ments which are expected to be installed in the pro-
vinces ags a result of the present constitutional

rovision. But that is not to say that its discussion . Conference was held at Poona in 1923, followed next:

should also stand over till then. Such a course is
to be strongly deprecated, for its public dissussion
from the platform of such conferences tends to a
clarification of ideas and formation of wsall-informed
opinion. But the Conference, it seems to us, would
be giving tangible heip in the right solution of the
problem if it could succeed in evolving & pracfical
gchemes which would seem to it to satisty the peouliar
needs of girls intending to settle down in dmoestic
life. . If the time between mow and the Inauguration
of provineial autonomy is spent in the formulation
of such 8 well-considered scheme, the interragnum
could not have been put to better uss,

Among the resolutions passed by the Conference
was one asking that every child should be guaranteed
free primary education as & matber of right and that
compulsory physiosl training by qualified instructors
be provided for all children from the primary stage
onwards. The present administration of the Sarda
Act has failed to eatisfy the women reformers assem-
bled in the Conference which urged Government not
only to enforce the provisions of the law more strin-
gontly but pressed for its amendment with a view to
making child marriages impossible, The resolution
desling with the necessity and desirability of birth
control as a partial solution of the economioc difficul-
ties of people of limited means seems to have evoked
keen controversy but was ultimately carried by an
overwhelming majority.

- » *

Social Conference in Madras,

POLITICAL and social reform go so closely
together that there ie muoch to be said for the practios
of holding social reform conferences as adjuncts of

important pelitical gatherings, It will be remembered °
that in pureuance of this practice the Indian National
Sooial Conference, which was brought into being in
Madras in 1887, used to meet every year salong with
the Indian National Congress in the samea place

"in which the latter was held ; but the practice has

somehow fallen. into disuse in recent years. The

custom andoubtedly osrries with it the serious dis~

advantage of the Social Conferenos baing cast into the

shadeand failing to receive the public attention which

its importance merits. This consideration may have

been, at least partly, responsible for the discontinu-

anoe of the Boocial Conference accompanying the

Congress wherever it went. The emergence of

communal organisations and of those devoted to the -
popularisation of different planks in the platform of

the Social Conference has also to some extent served

to distract attention from the Social Conference and

to lessen its popularity. This is far from implying

that the work which the Counference had sst

before itself is fully accomplished and that it

may safely rest on its oars, It would be a mistake

to take such a complacent view of the situation. The

time has indeed *comé whex, the problem of social

reform must be considerad frdm & wider viewpoint

than has been in vogue . 8o farl - In.the words

of Mr,C. V. Krishnaswamy Ayyary Chairmen .of
the Reception Committee of the Sooial" Confe-
rence held at Madras on Dec. 29, * it must be
equated now with everything that makes for the

social well-being of every oitizen, in the manner in
which that term is underatood in other countries” ’
This reorientation of its policy provides such a wide '
field for the activities of social reformers that the ;
more such conferences are organised, the better for!,
national progresa, :

If oniy the social conferences held in conneo-ﬁ
tion with the messions of the Liberal Federation{
are taken into account, the one held at Madras lasbi
week is the third one in the series and the second'’
to be presided over by Mr. Devadhar. The first
year by the one at Lucknow which had Mr.
Devadhar himself as president, Since then, unless®
we eare greatly mistaken, there has bean no"i!
session of the Conference, much to theedatriment;
of the cause of social reform, Mr, Deva-?
dhwr’s presidential address, exirasts from which’
appear elsewhere in this issue, will be found to
be concerning itself with social reform in ita wider.
aspect to which reference was made by the:

Chairman, i

* . ;:’

Kapurthala Reforms.

THE Maharaja of Kapurthala, who is shortly%
withdrawing from the Chamber

of Princes

seems to have introduced what would in l:i:!sf
circumstances be generally thought to be liberal
reforms in the constitution of his State. The pro-
posed Legislative Assembly will have a total mem=
bership of 45, two-thirds of whioch would be elective.
‘What is more, the electorate would be joint and based
on adult franchise. The nominsted element, it is
stated, will include two mnon-officials representing
gpecial interests and two women., Does this indicate
the existence of & sex bar in respect to the election of
women? If so, the Maharaja, in view of the pro.
gressive spirit of the times, would do well to ocmrs.lidé7
its removal. The Assembly, will have full freedom
to make laws touching the civil and criminal fleld
subject to the assent of the Maharaja. Out of the total
budget of Rs. 35,00,000, more than half, or Rs.
20,00,000 to be exact, will be votable, whereas the
rest representing the ruler’s privy purse, his personal
estate, etc., will be outside the purview of the Assem-{




¥

-;h' JANUARY 4, 1934.1]

»

* 'THE SERVANT OF INDIA. T

~bly. The Assembly will huve the right to refuse or
sanotion & grant eubject to its restoration by the
Maharaja. There will be two ministers mnot
seleste¢ by the ruler but elected by the
Agsembly who will be in .charge of the nation-
' building services snd their salaries will be votable
by the Assembly. A vote of want of confidence in
them duly passed by it will sutomatically lead to
their dismissal.  All this is of course in the right
direction. But why saddle such a representative
body as is proposed to be set up with a nominated

official like the Chief Minister'as President? This
provision takes away from the otherwise progressive
charaoter of the reforms, For this reason we would.
urge the Maharaja to invest the Assembly with the
right of eleoting its own President, If this should be
found impossible right at the start, it shouid be
brought about as soon sa the next Asgembly comes

- into being. The elections to the *‘Assembly areto be

held next month and the Assembly is expected to
start functioning from March, :

»

.
AL

INDIAN LIBERATL POLICY.

HE Liberal Federation’s principal business this
year was to pass on the White Paper ; and the
statement of its views contained in the resolu-

tion on the subject shows how carefully the Liberal
leaders have considered the whole matter. The policy
that the resolution unfolds will be, we are afraid,
onder cross fire in two opposite directions. First,
Congressmen will ery it down as very remote from
reality. Liberals are extraordinarily oclever, they
will say, in analysing and exposing the weak points
in the published documents of Government ; fhey are
also very good at making detailed construetive
suggestions for improvement. Thess faoculties they
have exhibited in & remarksble degree in formulating
* the resolution which the Liberal Federation adopted.
The resolution itself leaves very little to be desired.
It embodies demands to which the most extreme poli-
ticians can subscribe with little soruple. But how are
Liberals going to follow it out? What will they be
doing to implement it ? "What, in other words, are
the eanctions which they will apply if the improve-
ments which they recommend are not given effeot to,
a8 they themselves know and say will not be given
effect to ? ~ And what are these resolutions worth if
they have no foree at the back of them ? This will be
the oriticism that will be offered in one quarter. The
Liberal Party has no convineing reply to make to it.
But this is not the fault of the Liberal Party, but the
miefortune of every eingle party in the country.
For the Liberal Party may address the same question
to ofher parties including the Congress, and none of
fhem will be able to return a satisfactory answer.
The fact is that we are all in the depths of political
depression and it will serve no useful purpose for one
party to be twitting another with ipactivity and

impotence, The wiser course will be for all of
us to put our special gifts in the common
pool and thus help, each in its way, fo

. fill the deficiencies of the other and make the

?iq country af least a little stronger than it would be

4 With our isolated efforts in different and even opposite
ways, If the Liberal Party has a gift for construct-
ive criticism, let it not be jeered at for serving the
counfry by placing that gift at the feet of the
motherland. The Congress: will better employ its
telents by bringing to her service its own especial
gift for driving power and mnes energy. Even if
the present emergency will not teach us to sink our

~ petty differences and unite our forces in an organised
National Army, nothing will.

We do not therefore attach any value to the
cheap jibes of those whe, doing nothing themselves,
take a special delight in decrying everything that
othera do. Bu the criticism that will come from the
quarter of those who have taken a prominent part in
the constitutional discussions is of a different order
and must be given due weight. Our readers will
perhaps be surprised to hear that the Liberal Party's
recolution will be open to attack in this quarter, but
it is. The polioy generally favoured by the Round
Tablers is embodied in the memoranda of SBir Tej
Bahadur Sapru and the British Indian delegation.
The Liberal Party’s resolution, it will be sean ona
careful comparison, goes much beyond the demand
contained in these memoranda. To say that ons is in
exocesa of another is not necessarily to say that one
is opposed to another, For instance, the Liberal
resolution lays down that * no scheme of reforms can
meet India's requirements or " gsatisfy national .
aspirations or allay political discoutent which does
not confer the full power and status of & Dominion

.on India within a short period fixed by statute.”

This is a very radical demand which neither Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru mor the British Indian delegation
deemed it expedient to make. Perhaps they thought
it rather extravagant to prefer such a demand. What
the Liberal Party wants is not merely constitutional
arrangements which, by their own momentum and
in the natural course of development, will tend
to bring about Swaraj at any early date, but an
express provision in the costitution prescribing
the establishment of Swaraj at a epecified
date, which must be sufficiently in the near
future. Perhaps it may be said that the difference
observable in this respact between the Memo-
randa and the Resolution is & kind of difference
which is always to be found between what one says
in the more responsible role of a negotiator and

"in the somewhat less responsible role of an agitator.

‘We do not however egree in this view. The differ-
ence is real and has to be reckoned with. Still it
is a difference which will not be felt to be parti-
cularly embarrassing by the suthors of the Memo-
randa. For the Resolution goes farther in the same
direotion as the Memoranda; and in these matters
it is the direction that counts more than the disfance
that ia to be covered. Similarly it will be observed
that in its clauses rogarding the Railway Board and
the Army or in its clsuses laying down that the
Central Government should be respomsible solely

S

‘.
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to the lower chamber, or that the second chamber
should have no right to consider demands for grants
or money bills, the Resolulion goes wvery much
beyond the Memoranda. Here again the difference
is not to be explained away by the difference in tone
adopted by a platform speaker laying down a general
polioy and a practical statesman engaged in bring-
ing about an sotual understanding. But here again
the authors of the Memorands will not have much
to quarrel with, for the apirit nnderlying the Resolu-
tion and the Memoranda is identieal. The difference
between the two is not qualitative, but only quanti-
tative — not a very serious matter,

After this we come to differences which represent
two opposing outlooks on the politieal situation, and
here the differences concern not only the quantum of
roform desired, buf its nature. We refer to the
clauses in the Liberal Resolution touching the States.
It must have been ncoted by everyone that the
Momorande of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and the
British Indian delegation have slterations to
suggest in the White Paper only inso far as it
affects the British Government; they have none
to suggest in so far ms it affects the States. The
Round Tablers gay in effect: We aceept the Princes’
conditions, but we don't accept the British Govern.
mient's. The Liberal Party repudiates this position,
It sees grave danger in the attitude of the Princes as
well as of the British Government, If we get the latter
to relax or even eliminate all the safegumrds men-
tioned in the Whife Paper, even then the terms on
which the Princesare willing to comes into the fede-
" ration will destroy both self-government and popular
government, This i8 the plain meaning of the reso-
lution the Liberal Federation has adopted, See how
heavy are the demands it makes on the Prinees. It
asks that—

(i) =all the representatives of the States in the
Assembly be elected members, indirect ejac-
tion being permitted in their case as a trans
sitory measurae for a fixed period ;

(i) . that fundamental rights of citizenship be
guaranteed to the subjects of Indian States
in the federal constitution ;
that the Crown’s rights of paramountey
over the States be exercised by the Govern-
ment of India, ag at present, and not by the
Viceroy, as proposed in the White Paper ;
(iv) that, under suitable safeguards, the federal
legislature itself be given the power to
amend the constitution, the consent of indi-
vidual States not being requirad for such
smendment to take effect in any constituent
unit of federation.

Now these demands Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and
most of the other leaders who have helped in ghaping
the constitutional reforms scheme will 70f make, and
if others make them they will opposs themm tooth and
nail. Not because they think the demands unreason-
able in themselves ; but because they are convineced
that the Princes will not accept them. If the Princes do
not accept them the federation idea itself must be
&bandoned ; and if it is abandoned British India will

(1ig)

have no central responsibility. *It follows therefore
from this chain of reasoning that British India must
make no demands which the Prinoes will ot agree
to. Therefore the British Indiaa delegation as a body
oarefully avoided raising any questions which may
be felt by the Princes to be inconvenient, however
essential they may be to the formation of a right kind
of federation or to the seouring of real ewaraj; but
the Libaral Federation, it is clear from its resolution,
does not believe in this one-sided exhibition of
patriotiem, which consists n shutting your mouths
as tight asclams where the Princes are concerned
and in making a hell of row where the British Govern-
ment is concerned, It will give a straight fight to
either wherea fight is needed,

Now these differences are fundamentsl and can-
rot be reconciled in any way. We oan well imagine
what Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and those who think
with him will be saying to themselves on reading the
Liberal Party’s resolution. They will say : Liberal
politicians do not understand the role which we hava
had to play in these dizoussions, It is easy enought
to take up an extreme position and bring about =
deadlock. But it isdifficult to play the part whioch:
is assigned to us, the part of eompromisers and con<
cilistors. More than patriotism, which is a matter
merely of emotion, statesmanship is required for
the conduct of delicate negotiations, and for this
what you need more than anything else is to know
what to put forward and what to keep back. Suoh
skill one would have expected fo find in sbundan¥
meagure in Liberal leaders, but the resolution tha$
they hgve adopted on this ocoasion shows that they
are lacking in it. They have been making suoh:

' demands for the last three years. That may have beerf

pardonable then, because at that time perhaps they}
were in hopes that the Princes might yield. But it ia:
now olear as noon-day sun that they will]
not entertain any such propossls; and is it the partg
of wisdom af a time when bargain is to be struck for
Liberal politicians to be stubbornly holding fo the;
terms which they put forward when the negotial:ionai
wore first opened? By taking up this intransigeant ¢
attitude they sare making federation impossibler.t
and with federation swaraj for British India too !

The Liberal Party doss not believe that British
Indian Swaraj is atall dependent upon federation, and
it has incorporated a clause in its resolution to make ¥
it olear. Tt runs thus:~ "

If for any reason the inauguration of an all-

India federation should not materislise or be :

-unduly delayed, there should ba & responsible :

central government for British Indis concurrent-i

1y with provincial autonomy, witkout prejudice

to the effectuation of .an sll-India federation at

the earliest possible date thereafter. |
This means that the Liberal Party will go on
making whatever demands it considers to be fair
upon the Princes, without regard to what the
effect of their not joining the federation may be :
upon British India. It will be prepared to make
reasonable compromises both with the British
Government and with the Princes, but it does.‘

i
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not believe that the essence of statesmanship
consista- "in being truculent to one and all- too
yielding to the other. Even if the federal scheme
does not gothrough the Liberal Party will not be
uuduly dejected. Rather it will be relieved to a
certain extent, for it is its considered opinion that
the scheme, if passed in its present form, “wiil, far

from appessing unrest and allaying discontent, fur.
ther aggravate the present unhappy conditions, alie-
nate Indian opinion and greatly intensify the present
acute and widespread discontent.” Ir other worde,
the White Paper conatitution will leave India worse
off than at present. '

8. @. VazE.

FEDERATION : VOLUNTARY OR FORCED ?

OT upon the heels of the remarkable presidential
address of Diwan Bahadur A, B. Latthe comes
~ another address delivered from the presidential
chair of the Rajputana States’ People's Convention at
Beawar last weak-end by Mr. Amritlal D, Sheth,
who is one of the foremost workers in the cause of the
States’ people. The two speeches differ widely in
tone and form: Mr. Laithe’s appeals more to the
philosophical thinker and student of politics, while
Mr. Sheth's appeals more to the man-in-the-street.
But the same sentiment runs through both, Thata
hard-headed practical administrator and a visionary,
fire-eating agitator should be of like mind is am
eloquent testimony to the unanimity of opinion
prevailing in circles intent upon bringing about a
reform in States’ administrations.

If any British Indians who have helped in the
formation of the federal scheme are still under the
delusion that the scheme is acceptable to the people.
in the States, these speeches should be enough to
disabuse them of such a notion. I referred to Mr,

- Latthe’s considered opinion last week. Mr. Sheth
100 in his spesch endorees it in impressive language..
He gays : “So far as its (the federation’s) present form
as geen in the White Paper proposals is. concerned,—
and we do not think there is a chance of any sub-.
stantial alterations,—let us the people of the States.
make our position clear by stating it in simple and
nnambiguous termsthat WE ARE OPPOSED TO IT. WE
DO NOT WANT IT. WE WISH THAT THE WHOLE
SCHEME WOULD FALL THROUGH, WE SHOULD MAKE
ALL EFFORTS THAT ARE HUMANLY POSSIBLE TO
DEFYEAT THE IMPERIALIST OBJECT OF FORCING THIS
FEDERATION ON US.” And he gives vigorous support

to Mr. Nsriman's suggestion about gabotaging the
‘White P aper constitution.

I would beg British Indian leaders who, by
accepting the Princes’ unconscionable terms, have
made themselves parties to what Mr, Sheth calls a
* nefarious imperialiet plot” to take thiz as the final
and definitive conclusion of the people in the States
at large. The conclusion itgelf may be right or

wrong. The leaders in British India no doubt think .
\:hal: the Btates® peoplo are very ill-advised in disown--

ing the Ronud Table Conferences and rejecting the
‘offer of federation. Their own counsel would be that
the people in the States should, inthe larger interests
of the country, refrain from raising objection to
fedexation in itself or from making demands which

States’ representatives or the securing of their
fundamental rights against attacks by the States'
administrations. They should on the contrary wel-
come federation,for although at the beginning possibly
it would not improve their position very much, still
it would enable British India to obtain freedom from
political thraldom, which would go a long way in
the near future towards breaking their own fetters.
This reasoning may be very sound and the advice
tendered very sagacious, but the fact remains that

neither is in the least acceptable to the States’ people.
That must now be taken as a settled fact.

And my question to the British Indian leaders is
gimply this : Taking it as a fact bevond question,
what is their attitude going to be to federation? 1
will grant for argument's sake that the States’
subjects had no right to be admitted to the Round
Table Conferences and to be taken into consultation
at any stage ; that the British Indian leaders actad -
perfectly correctly in not raising this question at the -
Conferences or ouiside and in carrying on negotia-
tions with the Princes on the footing that the Princes
oould speak both for themselves and their subjects.
But now that their feelings are known, will our
leaders take them into account or not ¥ Will they
gtill say : * The Princes are technicaily the spokes- -
men of the Btates. That i@ enough forus. We are
not bound to consider the moral aspect of the ques.
tion, particularly because we beliave that federation
will be ultimately to the advantage of the States’
poople. We will not be so squeamish as to abandon
this cherished project merely bacause they are oppos-
ed to it, We shall have no soruples in forcing it
upon them, if it came to that, for we know that even-
tually they will bless us instead of ocursing us for .
what at the moment looks like an ach of ocoercion,
The States’ people are adwittedly backward in
politics. They lack the experience which we have
had, Would it be right then for us to be guided by
them ? Wa should on the contrary be false to the
light within us if we, possessing superior knowledge,
allowed ignorance to have the last word. Self-
determination has no application in a case like this.
In the early stages of man’s deveiopment the use
of force has a recognised place. The States’ people
ara politically the child races of Indis, and "we must
mate- out to them the treatment which is not only
justified but required by their immaturity. If the
British Government and the Indian Princes will
impose a federation upon them, we cannot therefore

for the moment are impossible and which would only

result in opposing an insuperable obstacle to the
formation of federation, such a8 election of the

protest against if, bub rather help them do it, believ-,.

ing that it is all for the good—for our immediats*, "
good and their ultimate good. * K




6

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

‘ [ 4
. [JANUARY 4, 1934

This question stands out in all its nakedness
from Mr, Amritlal Sheth’s speech, and it is of the
utmost importance that British Indian leaders should
ponder deeply - as to what their anawer shall be. I
cannot believe that all those who are in favour

of federation, even if it be & federation from the '

advantages of which the States’ people are to be
wholly excluded, will be w:illing expresely or taocitly
to be parties to jokeying the States into federation.
They will feel that, whatever the legal theory may be
regarding the sole right of the Princes to represent
the Stases in all diplomatic negotiations, their part-
nership will really be with the people in the Btates,
and that if these are unwilling o come into partner-
ghip on the terms which are now discussed, they
must regretfully suspend federation, It will make
no difference to their attitude that, in their opinions
the States’ people are mistakenly opposing federation.
They will therefore decide, I have no doubt, to puf
the federal plan on one side for the present at any
rate. It has rarely been the case in the history of
foderations so far that as soon as federation was
proposed it was accepted, There have always been
prolonged negotiations about it, and in many cases
it was after repeated adjournments that it came about
at last. Very often prejudice and suspicion, even
unreasoning prejudice and unfounded suspicion,
. have had to be allowed to kill federation for the time
being, and patience had to be left to reap a tardy
though a rich reward in the end. It may be that
in India too, if federation isreally to the benefif of
all concerned, the people of the Stutes will come
to see the matter in the proper light, but some time

must be allowed for their passions o cool off. Would it

be too much - to hope that the people of Britishk India,
instend of hustling their brethren in the States into
a federation or of allowing them to be so hustled,
will deal patiently with them and just put off federa-
tion for atime? It is true that India’s political
malaise mugt be put right as soon &s possible, but is
it not after all wise, in a matter like federation, in
which no subsequent recalling of steps already taken
is possible, to hasten slowly ? Any delay that this
may involve will be a very small price to pay for the
real spirit of comradeship that it will create.

As I have said,Iam clear that there will be
many even among the ardent advoocates of federation
who will take this line, but it is necessary if their
congiderateness for the feelings of the States’ people
isto be of any real gervice that they should make
their voice heard, and heard in time., The ocon-
spiracy between the
the Indian Princes, assisted by federation-at-any-cost
British Indians is thickening and with every day
that passes it will become increasingly difficult to
ocunter it,
declaration in the’ plainest terms that though they
favour federation, and favour it on the Princes’ own
terms, still their own assent will be contingent up-
on the States’ people accepting it ; that they will in
no oircumstances agree to enter & federation sup-

fported by the Princes bub opposed by their subjeots s -
that it muet wait, be the period of waiting short or -

British Government and.

Let them therefore come out with a -

long, till the States’ people are persuaded to' agree
to it. It may be that in this period of waiting the
Princes too may become willing to moderate their
terms somewhat, and this is not a result whioh will
necessarily he unwelcome to the hot-gospellers of
federation, These may consider their present terma
eminently reasonable, but there is still some room for
them becoming even more reasonable, A firm stand
must therefore be made at onoce for & VOLUNTARY as
opposed to a FORCED federation,

M. Sheth has some very shrewd things to say
about paramountey, Princes’ Protection Bill, and tha
Bikaner case, but it is superfluous to comment upon
them. The Princes’ Protection Bill will not suppress
sedition and disaffection against the Princes, but will
only promote underground sedition, aceording to
him, whioh is very true, And what he says next is
most interesting. Indians are by nature averse to
violence, and they are extraordinarily tender to’
the Princes, even to the worst of them, however wild
they may be against the British Government. Even
g0 terrorista will arise in India and will try to lay
their hands uport the Princes if the latter do not
change the character of their rule and if the British
Government gags their eritics. Even the great school
of non-violence will be unable to check the growth of
the party of criminal violence. " If such legislation
comes into force and if the conditions now prevailing
in the territories of the Princes continue, let there be
no surprise if terrorism invades the land. Peopls like
us who are reputed to be stormy petrels today will
only exist as speni forces then. Bo far as omr

* -

Gandhi cult of ahimsa is oconcerned, so far as our
influence of that type on the general public is con=
cerned, I am afraid we will be but broken reeds on
which no one need rely.” There is a ring of sincerity
in this utterance, which should serve as a grave
warning to our rulers, both Indian and British,

The charges brought against seven residents of
Bikaner, who sre rotting in gsol without trial
for nearly two Jyears, sare the result, Mr. Sheth
believes, of the Bikaner Durbar’s suspicion that the
acoused supplied materials for the pamphlet on
Bikaner State which waa prepared by him in London
for distribution among members of the Round Table
Conference but whose publication was suppressed
by Mahatma Gendhi. On this Mr. Shethsays: “ Let
me declare it publicly that it is I who have prepared
and edited the pamphlet. It was I who was collecting
all the material, And I declare it with the fullest
gense of responsibility that I have never met, nor
corresponded with, nor ever heard the names of any of
these undertrials during my work on the pamphlet, ™
Mr. Sheth strongly condemns the tendency in some
quarters to discriminate between Hindu and Moslem
States and to throw the weight of their influence on the
gide of Kashmir and Alwar because Mahomedans are
agitating for reform in these States, And he appeals ¢
to States’ workera to abandon their communal preja<
dices 8a the Princes themselves have done. - Indian
rulers have risen superior to their ecommunal bias in
grinding :down Hindus and Mahomedans without
diserimination, | We must similarly rise abeve ou

i
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'communal bias and help every one out of his ghe-
‘okles, whatever his religion. “Did Alwar spare his
Hindu population when he wanted money for him-
self? Does Rampur spare his Moslem subjects
when ha has his'own purpose to serve ? Does Patiala
spare his Sikhs when they come in his way? Rest
assured, gentlemen,” said Mr. Sheth, “these Prinoces
are s community by themselves; they are neither
Hindus, nor Moslems, nor Sikhs. So far we foo are
‘neither Hindus, nor Moslems, nor Sikhs when we are

thinking and acting in our interest, On ohe
side are the tyrants, on the other are vietims. On
one side are the exploiters, on the other the exploited.
On one side the powerful, on the other the under-

‘dogs.,” Following the exoellent example set by this

Princely caste, we too, as Mr. Sheth very truly says,
must bring solidarity into our ranks by forming
one ocomprehensive caste ' of emancipators.

A, V, PATVARDHAN.,

" NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION OF INDIA.
TEXT OF RESOLUTIONS. |

" Foliowing is the text of the resolutions passed by
the National Liberal Federation of India a tits fifteenth
session held at Madras during Christmas :—

THE National Liberal Federation of India, reite-

rating its sense of profound disappointment at

the White Paper proposais on Indian Consti-
tutional Reform, reocords its emphatie opinion
that the elucidation of the White Paper by
the Secretary of State before the Joint Sslect
Committee and the supplemental. proposals made
in the ocourse of his evidence bsfore that
Committes have strengthened among the people
-of India the conviction that the proposals are not
-ealeulated to establish any real responsible govern-
ment in India either in the Provinees or in the Centre
and that the Secretary of State's declaration in the
Houee of Commons that Dominion Status is neither
the next stage nor the nexi but one violates the spirit
of golemn pledges given with the sanction of the
British Cabinet and has shaken their faith in she in-
tentions of the British Perliament and paople,

‘The Federation desires to make it c¢lear once
-again that no scheme of reforms can meet India’s re~
-quirements or satisfy Indian national espirations or
allay political discontent which does not confer the
full power and status of a doainion on India within
& short period fixed by statute.

CONRTROL FrROM ENGLAIQ.

(a} The  Federation tskes strong exception
‘to the conrinued maintenance of the India
'Office, of the India Council under a different
name and of the separate office of Secretary of State
for India, and to the continued contrcl of the Govern-
ments in India by His Majesty’'s Government in
England as proposed in the White Paper. (b) In the
-opinion of the Federation such ocontrol should be
strictly limited to subjects not transferred to the con-
trol of Indian legislatures during tha period of tran-
gition and should be exercised by the Secratary of
State for Dominion Affairs. (c) In no event can
the Federation reconcile itself to the continuance of
the Indis Council in whatever form and for what-
\ ever purpose,

’%} AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION,

4 'The Constitution Act should vest in the fedoral
legx_slatuz:a of India the right to amend its provisions
subiect to reasonable and necessary safeguards.

) - ALL-INDIA FEDERATION,
(a) . The Federation is strongly in favour of All.

India Federation on terms equitable to both British |

India and the Indian States and on lines conmsistent
with responsible government, but notes with regrot

4that proposals mads in the White Paper and elabo-

rated recently by the Secretary of State as condi-
tions precadent fo the inauguration of the Federation
not only make for undue delay but are neither neoeg=
sary nor justified, (5) In the opinion of the Federation
it is unnecessary and inexpadient to create a sepa-
rate statutory suthority oalled the ‘Viceroy’, and in
any cage the rights of paramountoy of the Crown,
whatever they may be, should bhe exercised by tha
Government of India and not by the Viceroy, as pro-
posed in the White Paper. (¢} The Federation is
emphatically of opinion that none of its constituent
units should have the right of subsequent secession.

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS.

. The Federation is strongly of opinion that a de-
claration of fundamental rights of citizenship appli-
oable to all component members of the All-India
Federation, should be a part of the Constitution Act.
REBPONBIBLE GOVERNMENT FOR BRITISH INDIA,

If for sny reason the inauguration of an All-
India Federation should not materialise or bs unduly
delayed, thers should be a responsible central Govern-
ment for British India concurrently with Provincial
Autonomy, without prejudice to the effectuation of
all-India Federation atthe earliest possible date there-
after. _

DEFENCE, ’

{a) Whils the Federation is prepared to acceph
the reservation for only a fixed transitional pariod of
the subject of defence in the hands of the Governor-
General, it eannot spprove of the proposals in thia
behalf embodied in the White Paper as they contem-
plate the retention of compleie control in the handa
of the Sacretary of State. It views with the gravest
misgiving and appreheneion the non-soceptance of a
clear policy regarding the complete transfer of the
Army $o Indian control at the end of a limited period.
(b) The Indian National Liberal Federation strongly

urges that recruitment to the Indian Army, instead

of being confined as at preseat to the zo-called mar-
tial classes, should be thrown open to all communities
and provinces, (¢) The Federation urges that His
Majesty's Government should immediately frame
schemes for the Indianisation of the commissionad
ranke of the Army within a period of twenty years.
It is furbher of opinion that the replacement of the
Viceroy's commissioned officers by Indian King's
commissioned officers should be posiponed £ill the
present British officers in the Iudian army have been
replaced by Indian King's commissioned officers.
(d) The amount of expenditure. on defence gshould be
fixed every five years by a committee consisting of
an egqual number of experts appointed by the
Governor-General and 'of members elected by the
legislature ; - and it should be at the disposal of the
Governor-General without & vota of the legislature,

which however shall have the right of discussion.

*>

.
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Any excess over that amount will have to be voted
by the Legislative Assembly ; but in the event of
hostilities on the frontier the Governor-General
should be empowered to declare a state of emergency
and of appropriating supply to meet it without prior
reference to the legislature. But he should report his
action to it and it should have the right of discussing
it. (e) During the period of transition the Defence
Councilior should be & non-official Indian, preferably
an elected member of the Federal Legisiature, or one
of the representatives of the Indian States in the
federsl legislature.

FINANCIAL SAFEGUARDS.

{a) The Federation, concurring with the Secretary
of State that there ean be no real transfer of responsi-
bility without the transfer of financial responsibility
to Ministers, regrets that this sound canon has bgen
utterly disregarded in the White Paper proposals,
which, while imposing upon them the duty of raising
revenue, regerve excessive power in the hands of the
Governor-General and virtually reducethe Ministerto
a position of impotence in the disposal of the bulk of

* it, {b) The Federation records its deliberate conviction
that the proposed financial safeguards are both un-
necessary and objectionable and tbhat the Governmen$
and the Legislature should have the same power in
the sphere of finance outside the region of reserved
subjects as Dominion Governments and Legisla-
tures. .

COMMERCIAL DISCRIMINATION,
~ (a) The Federation, while not at all in favour of

- any needless and vexatious restriction on the
freedom of British nationals doing or eeeking to do
business in or with Indis, cannct support the propo-
-gals sgainst “ commercisl discrimination” es they
will deprive the future governmentand legislature,

-in large part, of the power that must reside in every
such authority to take from time to time such steps,
legislative and administrative, as may, in their
judgment, be required in the intereste of Indian trade,
and indusirial development. (») In this point of view,
the Federation must object to the powers proposed to
be given to the Governor-General to override the will

- -the legislature or the Government in the discharge of
his respomsibilities in the sphere of * external

relations.”

STATUTORY RAILWAY AUTHORITY,
The Federation objects to the ereation of a statu-

tory railwey sutherity to 1eplace the present Railwaey

Boerd s8 it is calculated to deprive the future govern-
ment and legislature of powers which they should

possess in the interects of the tax-payer, In any event
. it should be left to them to decide the question if any
provision in that bebhalf should not be included in the
Constitution Act,

THE SERVICES.

(a) The Federation considers the proposals of the
‘White Paper regarding the Services as wholly
‘veactionary and objectionable and regards the Seore-
tery of State’s further commentary thereon, in the
oourse of his evidence, as placing the future Provin-
‘cial and Central Goverrments in an even worss
position than the present dyarchic Ministries snd
rendering them practioally impotent to maintein
ocontrol and regulation of Services in & manner that
would enable them to discharge their responsibilities
to the Legisleture for the earrying out of their poli-
cies and the efficiency of the departments under their
administration in sny satisfactory manner. The
Federation, while quite willing to protect the rights
of the present members of the Services, is wholly
against any proposals which would give them induce-
ments by way of enlarging the scope and character
of the compensation for “existing and aceruing

Tt

rights ™ and slso of making such rights available for-
those recruited subsequent to the passing of the Con-
stitution Act. (b) As recommended by the Services
Sub-Committee of the First Round Table Conference,
the recruitment, control, and the determination of the -
emoluments of the Indian Civil Service snd the
Indian Police Service must in future bg vested in the
Government of India, subject to the ssfeguarding of
the legitimate rights of present incumbents; and
reocruitment of the Indian Civil Service should not be -
made for judicial offices and no euch offices should
anywhere be. reserved for officers of that gervice, {c)-
No member of any permanent service shall be
appointed s Governor of an Indian Province,

POWERS OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL AND *
_ THE GOVERNORS,

The Federation condemns the proposal to confer
on the heads of Governments, Cantral and Provincial,
gpecial powers under various names—powers finan-.
oisl, legislative and administrative—as being the
negation of constitutional government. While
agreeing that the minorities should reoeive all legiti-
mate protection in the new constitution, the Fadera~
tion is of opinion that these proposals if earried info
effect will make. the Governor-General and Gover--
nors even greater autocrats than at present.

FEDERAL LEGISLATURE.

While the Federation approves of a bicameral
federal legislaturs, it ia strongly of opinion that »—({i)-
The strength of the Assembly should be 450 a8 recom-
mended by the Lothian Committee and not 375 as
proposed in the White Paper ; (ii) there should not be
in the Council of State any member nominated by the
Governor-Greneral ; (iii) all the members of the
Assembly should be dirently elected representatives.
from the federating units, some form of indirect elec~
tion being allowed in the case of the Siates asa tran-
sitory measure for a fixed peried ; (iv) The zesponsi--
bility of the Giovernment should be to the Assembly
and not fo both Houses assembled in joint session ;.
{v) A two-thirds majority should not be required for
the success of motions of no-confidence; (vi) The re-
presentatives of the States should have no right of
participation by speech or vote in the discussion and
deocision of subjects affecting British India alone, in-
ciuding motions of no-confidence arising ouf of Bri~
tish Indian subjeots; (vii) The Council of Btate
should have no right of considering demands for
grants or money bills, and its power in respect of
legislation should be limited like that of the House
of Lords under the Parliament Aot of 1911 ; {viii)
The Governor-General should not have the power of
recommending that any bill or part thereof should be
passed in & particular form or should not be proceeded:
with or of certifying any bill g0 as to make it a law
without the consent of both houses of the legislature;.
and (ix) The Governor-Gieneral should nothave the
power of certifying the whole or part of a grant re-
fused by the Assembly. (x) This Federation is of
opinion that the appointment of & Financial Adviser,
if any, should vest in the Federal Goverament.

COMMUNAL ELECTORATES.

The Federation reitersites the resolutions passed at
its previoue sessions against separate communa:I ele-
otorates and deeply regrets their continued mainfen-
ance and strongly protests against the proposed exten-
sion of such electorates. - The Federation re-affirms the
opinion that equitable representation of Important
mincrities will be best secured by reservation of
seats—witb reasonalle weighiage wherever necessary
—in joint electorates, ,

WOMEN'S FRANCHISE AND COMMUNAL
ELECTORATES. o

(a) The Federstion protests against the modifica-

tion for the worse made by His Majesty’s Govern.
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ment in the Lothian Committee’s recommendations
_zregarding women's franohise. (3) And it cordially
supports the almost unanimous objection of Indian
women's organizations to the foreing of women into
communal electorates against their clearly expressed
wishea,

JUDICATURBE,

The Federation is of opinion (o) that the juris-

diotion of the Federal Court should be co-equal and

co-extensive in respeot of all units of the federation,
and (b) that provision of a Supreme Court to fune-
“tion as & Court of Appeal of British India should be
made in the Constitution Act itself. (¢} The Provin-
cial High Courts should be under the oontrol of the
Feoderal Government,

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT : TRANSITORY POWERS.

The Federation oonsiders the proposal of the
White Paper relating to the constitution of the Csn-
tral Government in the interval between the introdu-
ction of “provincial autonomy ™ and of a responsible
-federal government to be wholly reactionary and un-

-aoceptable a8 the position created thereby will be
worse even than at present, highly unsatisfactory as
is the latter.

PROVINCIAL AUTONOMY.

(@) The Liberal Federation objects strongly to
-the extensive special powers proposed to be conferred
upon Governors in the spheres of finance, legisla-
1ation an‘d administration, as they are oalonlated to
render “provinecial autonomy” a shadow of the
reality. (b) This Federation urges that there should
h'e no depar[:ure from the policy of transference to
the Provincial Governments of all departments of
the administration,
. NEW PROVINCES.

) ’I:he Federation is strongly opposed to the con-
-stitution of new Provinces except where they ean
support themselves,

In conclusion, the National Liberal Federation
-of qu:a deems it its duty to record its strong con-
viction that the White Paper proposale as they stand
cannot possibly satisfy even the most moderate
.sectxon. of progressive opinion and will, far from
appeasing unrest and allaying discontent, further
‘ageravate the present unhappy conditions, alienate
Indian opinion and greatly intensify the present
-acute and widespread discontent. A ganerous and
{ar-reaching measure of resl reform on the lines
-of the Dominion Constitutions which will make In-
-dis sn equal member of the British Commonwealth
of Nathns will alone meet India’s requirements and
will satisfy the national self-respect of India,

RECIPROCITY BETWEEN INDIA AND
DOMINTONS,

The Federation expresses its surprise that the
-S:_acretary of .Stata for India should have declared
lnms_alf_ sgainst India being aliowed the right of
zeta_lmtlon agalnst countries which may discriminate
against her and which may deny to Indian nationals

\ the elementary rights of citizenship, In the opinion

! of the Federation the possession of such right by the

. Government and the Legislature of India is indispen -

s8able and a Constitution Act which withholds the

‘!goglll;tc;n never be accoptable to the peopls of this
ry.

RESERVE BANK BILL,

(@) The Federation, whila welcoming the pros-

pect of early establishment of a Reserve Bank, does
not approve of the control by the Governor-dka'ner:l

at his diseretion of the Bank's policy and working,

a8 thereby the domination i
-oity of Londe) o:::imlntl‘:lon of Whitehall and the

«be perpetuated,

dia's monetary policy wiil ‘

() The Federation further deems it necessary
that the Indian Logislatura should at all times ba
free fo so amend the Reserve Bank Aot as may ba-
found necessary.’

EXOHANGE AND CURRENCY PoLICY.

The Federation ocondemns the preseat currency
and exchange polioy of Government which, in its
opinion, has largely accentuated the sconomic dis-
tress in the country and accords its fullest support to
the country-wide demand for an immediate raview of
the rupee-sterling ratio and the adoption of prompt
measures to meet the present situation entirely in
the interests of India. '

CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS.

The Federation authorises its Council to take
necessary and feasible steps from time to time in oo-
operation with other organisations and parties to de-
vise plans for joint work after the presentation to
Parliament of the Roport of the Joint Selest Com-
mittee and the publication of the Indian Constitu-
tion Bill in its final form.

PARTY ORGANISATION,

In view of the political developments in the
country the National Liberal Federation of India
is of opinion that there iz urgent need for the forma~
tion of country-wide Liberal organisation and the
davelopment of parties on national as opposed to
communal lines and the Federation emphasises that
it is the duty of the Liberal Party toso extend its
organisation as to ensure the progress of the country
on sound and healthy national linesand calls upon
all membars and associations belonging to the
party to work for the collection of adequate funds
and the constitution of suitable agencies for achiev-
ing all-round progress cn the lines mentioned above,

EconOMIC DISTRESS.

The Federation desires to impress upon the
Governmenf of India and all provinoial Governments
the imperative necesaity of the adoption of measures
for the relief of the acute economiec  distress among
the people, including an appreciable reduction of the
burden of taxation, and for planned economic deve-
lopment,

PRINCES' PROTECTION BILL,

The National Liberal Federation of India re-
cords its emphatic disapproval of the Princes’
Protection Bill now before the Legisiature as it
makes further inroads on the freedom of the Press.

REDUCTION OF BRITISH TROOFS IN INDIA.

(@) The Liberal Federation enters its emphatic
protest against the decision of the British Govern-
ment not to reduce the number of Brifish troops in
Indis and strongly urges that immediate steps should
be taken to nationalise the Army in India within a
fixed period of time,

(b)) The Federation, while recognising that the
recommendations of the Indian Defence Expenditure
Tribunal will lead to some reduction in the capita-
tion charges, regards these charges as utterly unjust
snd objects on principle to their continuance.

{c}) The Federation is strongly of opinion that
relief should be given to Indian rgvenues not by
means of Imperial subventions but in the following
ways—

1. The size of the Indian Army should be striotly
determined by Indian needs;

2. The number of British soldiers should be
progressively reduced with & view to their speedy
elimination ;

3. Capitation charges, which India should never
have baen required to pay, should be abolished.
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INDIANS OVERSEAS.

(¢) This Federation strongly condemns the de-
mands which the European settlers of Kenya, encou-
raged by the disoussions between the Secretary of
State for the Colonies and their representa-
tives, have put forward for acquiring control over the
Government of Kenya, It urges that the dootrine of
paramountey of native interests laid down by the
Conservative and Labour Governments shoulé not be
departed from and that no further constitutional
power be transferred to the Huropean settlers either
by the institution of a Finance Committee with an
unofficial European majority as proposed by them or
in any other way.

(b) The Federation presses the Government of
India to watch over the interests of Indians in Xenya
with speciel care jn present circumstances. It fur-
ther draws their altention to the complaint of the
East African Indians that with the ostensible objeot
of improving African agrioulture, monopolies are
being granted to Europeans, especially in Uganda
and Tanganyika, for the purchase of special agricul-
tural products from the Africans and that Indians

are consequently being driven out of & business in-

which they were pioneers and have been engaged
for generations past. The Federation urges the
Governmant of India to teke immediate steps to
investigate and obtain redress of this grievance.

(¢) The
support to the Indians of South Africa in their just
fight for their elementary rights snd aggures them
that Indian will always be behind them in their
struggle to uphold the honour of the Motherland and
protect the interests of Indian nationals,

TERRORISM.

. (a) The National Liberal Federation of India
views with abhorrence terrorist sctivities wherever
they exist and earnestly appeals to all classes to do
everything in their power to check and prevent them
as they are repugnant to all notions of huma-
nity as well as injurious to the best interests of the
country.

{6) The Federation expresses its sympathy with
the bereaved rolations of victims of terrorist out-
Tages,

PROTEST AGAINST REPRESSION.

() The National Liberal Tederation of India
records its strong profest against the Government’s
repressive polioy which by its excessive and often
unoalled for harshness has been adding to discontent

Tederation extends its wholehearted

in the country. The Federation impresses on the-
Qovernment the urgent need for the repeal of repres—
sive measures and for the easing of the tense political
situation by the adoption of & conoiliatory policy..

() The Federation at the same time appeals to
all who advocate or teke part in fthe civil disobe--
dience movement to abandon the movement and help
in the creation of a peaceful atmosphere in the best
interests of the country.

UNTOUCHABILITY.

The National Liberal Federation of India accords.
its fullest support to &the movement for the
removal of untouchability and for the wuplift of
the classes concerned and earnestly appeals to all
classss of the community to do everything in their
power for its success.

- SWADESHL.-

(a) The Federation again emphasises the stp-
reme importancs of the Swadeshi movement, and ex-
horts the people to support nationsl enterprises in the
field of Banking, Insurance and Shipping, and to-
prefer, even at a sacrifice, the produots of home in-
dustry to imported goods,

(3) The Federation strongly urges the Govern--
ment actively to encourage and support the Swadeshi
movement in every possible mannsr,

{¢) The Federation wurges the -Government of
India not to allow Indian interssts to be subordinated

"to those of Lancashire or Japan inthe negotiations.

now going on betweenthem and the representatives
of those countries.
SEPARATION OF JUDICIAL AND EXEQUTIVE
FUNOTIONB.

The Federation once more strongly condemns
the combination of judicial and executive functions -
and urges the Government to separate the same and
place the Judiciary under the coutrol of the High
Courts in the different provinces. In case the above
policy is not adopted by the Government, the Fede-.
ration requests ite Council to take such steps as mey
be necessary to securs the accepiance of the policy
and report the sarae to the next session of the Fede-~
ration,

TEMPERANCE.

The National Liberal Federation of India urges
on the Central and Provincial Governments in India
the necessity of adopting a clear and definite policy
of temperance reform and calls upon the people to-
carry on a vigorous and systemstic propagandain.
favour of total abstinence,

INDIAN SOOIAL REFORM.
MR. G. K. DEVADHAR’'S VIEWS.

. In the course of his presidentinl address to the
Indian National Social Conference held af Madras during
Christmas Week, Mr. G. K. Devadhar said :

OCIAL Reform so far in this country had naturally
to direct itz attack against the citadel of ortho-

doxy and conservatism in which all reactionary
and one-sided factors of the so-called national advance
remained perched but now, in my opinion, the time
has arrived when gocial reform could be freed from
that narrow tut snd placed on & wider and more
constructive and less critical plane of social recon-
gtruction in which several have been labouring
without much moral support from the politicians,
But luckily the spirit of the age and the shrinking of
distances have caused even involuntary changes of
beart and outlook, which would -facilitate the work
of amelioration of the society ss a whole. In the

past it was quite necessary to deal with the elemen--
tary problems of sooisl reform such as sea-voyage,
women’s education, sbolition of caste, stopping of
infant marriages, promotion of widow marriages,..
and of post-puberty marriages, and furthering the
sge of consent, interdining and even intermarriage,
eto,

The bogey of untouchability and unapproach--
ability still haunts us, but its days are numbered as
its foundations are unmistakably shaken by the
most powerful influence of Mahatma Gandhi whose
work in this connection, I have always likened to
that of a powerful and tremendous blast, .

PROBLEMS OF WIDER AND BROADER
) BOCIAL REFORM.
‘While, therefore, not neglecting work in thess

‘above-mentioned directions, we must now begin fo-
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~goncentrate our atiention on problems that embrace
wider fields and touch the bottom and the top of the

-gociety. The justifioation for such widening of the:

. outlook of Social Reform work lies clearly in the
imperative necessity of flowing with the world our-
rents of the rapidly advancing tide of what we eall

-eivilization—not necessarily a disease according to
Edward Carpenter, India fortunately has not lagged
much behind though the inevitable need for sooial
reform is recognised by only the aso-oalled educated

.few—using the phrase in its widest sense: it is a
matter of no small surprise, however, that even after
a century and a half of the spread of English educa-
tion and ocontact with Western culture, improve-
ment in evil customs and demoralizing superstitions
‘has not yet taken place on a wider basis, and ad-
-vanoad view or higher thought in social life istoday
possibly the luxury of the ocomparatively small
number of those who orowd into big cities and towns
-where reformed life has its attendant evils as well.

FAILURE OF SCIENCE TO SUPPLY GUIDANCE.

‘We are all inoreasingly anxzious now to lead a
‘higher, purer, and truly nobler national life, in keep-
ing with the changing ideals of higher sooial being
-60 a8 fo secure advance of our society along lines of
-advance of the whole human race or humanity. In
-our sesrch for truth of the science of humsn society
wemay in vain expect to-day, at any rate, any guid-
-anoe to lead us safely to the goal, because among the
many seekers after scientific truth and foundation
.for the hnman soojety there has not yet been reached
any unanimity of basio principles that ought to regu-
late the conduot of human beings that constitute the
.sooiety a8 we see it developing to-day. Science has
very miserably failed in this direction of supplying
the much needed guidance, though its vast, wonder-
ful, and epoch-making achievements have surpassed
the imagination of even those toiling long in the
field with great faith and expectstions.

Mr. Benjamin Kidd in his book “ Sooial Evolu-
‘tion ” has elaborately shown how Soience in various
branches of research has proved her impotenca to offer
any acceptable solution of the rapidly changing
-sooial phenomena of the day in various fields of
human activity like history, religion, ete. He obser-
ves, “In whatever direction we look, the attitude
presented by Science towards the social phenomena
of the day can hardly be regarded as satisfactory.”
. He further goes on to say in very terse language that
. “yet the social phenomena which are treated of un-
der the heads of politics, history, ethios, economies,
and religion must all be regarded as but the inti-
-mately related phenomena of the science of life
under its most complex aspect. ”

If we go on worrying ourselves with the results
of the so-called sciontific research in the sphere of
human society and wait till the guidance is forth-
-coming we may have to wait till Doomsday. We
must, therefore, be prepared for the onward march to
take stock of the progress which society has made so
long withthe help of historical records in various
\ countries and in different times with special reference
1o the history and institutions of our race; we would
be gecuring sufficient data for us to proceed in that
‘way. Most of our trouble ie due to the confusion
osused by the mingling of the little spheres of reli-
gion and Hindu eooial polity and political public
‘policy. If we could only avoid the oconfusion
much trouble could be saved. I have already sug-
gested in my previous remarks that we must bring
~our work, our social reform work, in line with the
other national activities, each one workirig in its own
sphere or domain. Politics up till now has attracted
the largest attention, beoause, thereby is afforded a
-common platform and differonces with regard to reli-

gious or communal interests are reduoced to the lows

est minimum,
So0IAL EXPERIMENTS,

The counfry has been making experiments along
sooial lines, and she will have to continue doing the
same for many years to come, A change is an inevi-
table sooial factor, and reform is its necesssry coa«
comitant, I have not, therefore, ruied out of oourt
the consideration of many of the modern prollems—~
in fact I would be myseif touching some &f them
briefly~——making here and there my own independent
contribution. But why I deferred that treptment ia
my address to a laterstage is due to my desire to
emphsasise the need for a changed outlock on problems
of social reform of $o-day and distinguish them from
those of yesterday that still loom large andto define
what constitute the shoet anchor of sooial ameliora-
.ﬁionc . . '

WOMEN’S PROBLEMS,

Now I shall deal with some of them very briefly
alluding to several of the special features of develop-
ment that need emphasis. Take the women's problem.

-Women of to-day have learnt to organise, to educate

public opinion with regard to their needs, have now
a regular net-work of their organisations all over the
couniry. They havoe sil along supported men in their
advocacy for their wider franchise and some of them
have also emergad out of their seclusion of purdah in
a few places only to participate sctively in the
struggle for freedom, I hope not like the women of
Turkey in the earlier days of her struggle for unity
and progress, to go back into purdah again, But I
would like to see them engaged in common with men
in day $o day spade work for the genersl ameliora-
tion of their sex to entitle them to secura the fullest
possible measure of freedom snd liberty from men
who have also to learn to trust women as their equal
partners in national and social uplift, Active parti-
cipation in public life should pof be a mere matter
of momentary sentimental enthusiasm. They should
not ocommit the mistake of devoting grll their
energiss to some of the barren fields of polities buk
should take upon their shouldera sufficient responsi-
bility of sharing men’s national work in the
spheres of education of the masses, soocial reform for
thoir advancement and the economic and other im-
provements of the rural parts of our country. I am

glad to notice that some of these ideas have found .

favour with the women of India that mest in a confe-
rence in Caloutta on the 27th of this month, While
prociaiming their readiness to enjoy adult franchise,
thoy claimed greater attention to widening of their
rights and privileges in respect of inheritance and
widening of their franchise, the necessity for build-
ing an army of whole-time workers for carrying on
social reform activity and the need for effective pro-
pagands with the judicious and wise use of the
cinema and vocational education.
POLITICS AND SOCIAL REFORM TO BE BROUGHT
IN LINE,

Thus, the arens of politics is more attraotive
to those that wish to carry on their public activity
along more constructive lines, and be least critical.
Now wo shall have to examine whether the work of
fighting, on destructive lines, so heroically done by
the early venerable pioneera in this fleld is not suffi-
eiont and whether the {ime has not come to interpret
now the correct scope or sphere of social reform in
the terms of the chenging conditions of the world
which are sooner or later bound to affect us. This
will establish the necessity not only for our fami-
liarity with the culture and science of the Western
Christian courdries, but also that establishes a olear
necessity for s living contaot with the growing life~
under modern conditions in the Near and Far Eask
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countries a8 well. Indin has always besn a source of
spiritual inspiration to many of thess ‘nations of the
world and if now any of thess nations bave to supply
any lessons fo usit wounld be our rightto receivethem
and their duty to give them,though, boththe West and
the Far ration from Indian spiritual eminence which is
ber special contribution to the world’s happiness, and
which is peing recognised in an inereasing measure
from day *to day in fields of religious and philosophi-
cal thouglia, If Western nations have produced phi-
losophies iy common with India, more or less, a
matter based on heights of reason, India has supplied
a unifying philosophy in relation to life which the
rest of the world described as religion as distinguish-
ed from philosophy. And this when interpreted in
the terms of Karma Yoga asnd Raja Yoga, and in the
light of Bhakti ought to be our country’s beacon
light to the world, and precious treasure to us. It
might be argued that all this is sterile philosophy,
"CASTE AND CREEP GROUPS, ’

~ Of the communities formed into caste and religi-
ous and racial groups—the so-called caste groups—
is, in my opinion, one of the most practical problems
for solution before our country. Castes, like different
creads, have disintegrated completely our eociety, to
which process momentum has been added by the pre-
ponderance of the widely different creeds in our
social polity. - 'The only solvent of this situation is
the sttitude to learn to look upon ourselves ss our
master the late Mr. Gokhale used to say, that we
must be Indians first and Moslems, Hindus, Chriss
tians, Jaing, Parsis afterwards, Some olasses have
to meke a beginning to adjust their life along these
linee, and it must be geen how considerations of -
larger self will propel some of them to practise these
principles in life and realise the true unity of the
gooieky,

JAPAN'S NOBLE ACTION,

There was in Japan & clasa in existence ealled
“Ite and Hinins " whose degraded social position
was congidered so low in their social polity that
even a different set of numerals was used in counting
that clase corresponding to some such phenomenon
in our part of the country in counting units of indi-
genous sports and games. But Japan woke up more
than fifty. years'ago tothis enormity of great scan-
dal perpeirated on human nature and abolished all
those barbarous distinctions among humean beings by
an edict in & moment, - Cannot India do any suck
thing utder the new Reforma now by state legisla-
tion? . While on this topie, 1 would like passingly
to refer to the furioue controversy that raged round
the question whether gocial, reform should be pushed
on in spite of people’s wishes, with the help of legis-
lstion,- But that controversy is buried now. If had
poignancy when the gpirit of the administration and
controlling forces were mostly moulded by foreign
spirit and outside considerations, but now all our
provincial Legislative Councils and the central legi-
slature are mainly Indian, composed of the repre-
sentatives . of the people and many provinces, like
C. P, U, P, Bombay, Madras and the Punjab, have
‘lost no time in introducing useful pieces of legis-
lation for the improvement of the general masses of
the . people in social, ‘economic and international
spheres,  Moreover, it is further very refreshing
and reassuring to note that many of the leading
Indian States have utilised their legislative machi-
mery and their peculiar position of independence
in getting social legislation enacted in many matters
of domestic sociel reform. In this connection I

would mention the nemes of Baroda, Mysore, Tra-

vancore, Indore, Cochin, Kashmere and Hyderabad:
(Decoani and other States. But it is very interesting
to note in this conneotion that the British Govern-
ment, who were in the earlier days of their rule very
keen or in any case friendly o the introduotion of -
social legislation, have changed that attitude now.
Their present attitude in this behalf seems to many of
their admirers and friends as extramely halting if not
quite hostile, and some of us would like the central
legislature to be much bolder and imaginative in this
behalf as they would be pushing on the causs of
general upliftment of the vast masses of this country.
One of the grounds in support of such an attitude
being that society is advanoing, snd it wonld not
carry out its functions vigorously with the old worn.
out clothes in the form of institutions which may
have justification in their own days, but which need
constant repair and readjustment in the light of the
growing bodies requiring new oclothes for their full.
grown bodies. We cannot ask a young man of 25 to
be content with clothes made for him when he was
merely a boy of 10. And we would like our country-.
men always to be consistent in regard to their atbi-
tude towards the changes that are taking place in
their daily life ss & good guidance for their equally
ready attitude to look upon changes that are taking
place in the social environment on a large socale due
almost to same causes,

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION.
There is another most important sphere in which

- & colossal smount of work lies ahead of us, I mean in

the direction of the improvement of conditiona of life:

- in rural parts. It is a pity that the vastness of the .

subject and its many-sided solutions would require
more detailed treatment, But I must content myself
with briefly mentioning some of the salient pointa;.
the first and foremost, of course, is the education of
the younger generation residing in more than 709,00(}
villages with the asgistance of looal lasders, giving-
them as faf as possible suitable seasonal coursess in
Denmark. Modern improvement of course in agri~
culture, and cottage industries, should not be neglect-
ed, as industrial and vooational training should be
gradually introduced to make education answer their
daily needs. The -education of the adults also by
more attractive methods of cinems, msagio lantern
and the drams should be vigorously pushed on soss
to ' change their outlook on life, give them “a better
grasp of the world situation of which they are per-
force a factor. We may in fact give them s new -

| philesopky of life. The improvement of the sconomis

condition of the masses bud engaged the attention of
the State; the greatest impediment in the way of
such reform is the chronie indebtedness amounting
to over a roughly estimated figure of 900 crores if
not more. Owing to the vastness of this problem
the British Government bave not dared to formul.ate
any scheme of debt redemption; but it is refreeh;ng
to note in this econnection that some well-meaning
attempts are being made by small States, Bhava~
negar under the leadership of my-friend Sir Prabl;a--
shankar Pattani being the first to put info practice
gome well-defined plan with the help of the State
machinery. But there is, hbowever, a very important
direction in which the Government of India, sll
Provineisl Governments and many of the leading
Indian States took active measures to secure partially
this-object of economios improvement by the introduc-.
tion of the co-operative movement, which has yet to
make & large leeway, considering the vastpofenti-
alitiea of this great lever.
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