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, IN our comments last week on the Government 

, indefinitely and therefore resiPt~ it. Dewan Bahadur 
M. Ramachandra Rao, w ho'movJll b1ie re.olution at 'he 
Conference, said as much. Once India accepted any 
such system of subsidies or ·subventions, be felt sure 
tha' the oontrol of ,the British autJ:!orities on the 
Indian army W'Onld never be relaxed. He stated but· 
the naked truth when he made it clear that the only 
relief for which India really oared was thab ,which 
may be occasioned by the reduotion of the Britieh 
troops. 'Despite any official asseverations in a contrary 
sense, it could be shown, as was done by 'Mr. Rams­
chandra Rao,' that the number of British troops 
instead of decreasing had actually increased. In 1858 
the numbers of British and Indian troops were 
respeotively 28,000 and 1.60,000 while to-day they 
stood at 58,000 and 1,58,000. These figures are more 
telling than any wordy assurances from authoritative .. 
quartere that the number was going down. Opposi~ 
tion to the continuanoe of British troops was, as 
Pandit Kunzrn who supported the resolution aptly 
explained, based on two grounds; (1) finance 
and (2) national self-respect. If England was deter­
mined to wound our national self.respect by, conti­
nning the British army in India in defiance of our 
protests, the least that is expected of her is not to 
charge India with any part of the cost of its main-
tenance. ' 

decisions on the findings of the oapitation tribunal we 
had ventured to express the fear that Indian opinion 
would be far from regarding the dscisjons with satis­
faction or even as a lasting solut~cn of a complicated 
and controversial problem. ' The resolution passed 
by the Liber&l Federation-the firBtconference to be 
held sinoe tbe publication of the decisions..,-cn the 
subject fully confirms that fear. It will be seen from 
thil1that the, Indian Liberal party is nnable to recon­
cile itseli .. the payment of any capitation charges. 
And iU; grounds for ni.oppctittionto them are easil,Y 
intelligible. The presence of British trcops in this, 
country is, in the opinion of the party, unnecessary if 
the sole requirements of India's own /lefence .are ta ken 
into eonsideration. If Britain insists upon taeir 
employment by India, it is due to considerations Ilf 
Imperial defence. As such equity. requires that India 
should not be asked to bear a burden which is JegUi­
mately not her own. 

. . .. • .-
Dr. Ansar~ and the I. M. S. ..' f' '. 

THE Indian Medical Service oame in for strong 
oriticism at the hands of Dr. Ansari, president of the 
tenth session of the All-India Medical Conference. 
The Service originally organised for military pur­
poses has a civil side whose continuanoe, despite 
Itrong and nnited protests from the ncn-cfficial me­
dical profession, is officially justified on the ground 
'of its being a military reserve. Dr. Ansari had little 
djffiqulty in showing that the argument was nos 
worth much. He pointed out that aotual experience 
had shown that thie so-called military reserve is un­
able to satiefy even a fraction of the medical're­
quirements created' as a result of war conditions with 
the result that the services of the civil medical praoti­
tioner have to be invariably requieitioned in war-time. 
True he needs some training for the duties he is 
called UpOD to perform; but acoording to Dr. Ansari, 

,. ", Equally unsatisfactory to the Party ill the P10lfered 
financial aid of one and a half million pounas to be 
paid every year towards India's m~mBl'l: ;e~2I)diture. 
The considerations on wbich its protest is· founded 
may Dot however be equally easily diScernible. To 

l some its action in this behalf might. even appear 
',quixotic. At a time when India is groaning under ilie 
'bshin .. burden of military expenditure, it 'maY" be 
tboughtshe should really have welcom~d' an¥'..iinan-

• euu relief, be it ever so little, from any' (\uarter 
. w hat.ver. Instead the Liberal farty 'speaking in 

the name.of the country goe& to the ether extreme 
. 'and cOlldemll8 the acti~n of those who wish to run 

to her relwe. Suoh a line of thought will however 
'emanate ~nly from those w hoae vision is restricted 
'}lJ the immec\iate necessities .of the situtation.· The 
'L!beral Party ou the other hand is happily not so 

this has to be of the" briefest" aod .. si'l!plest" kind. 
When the private medioal practitfoner is'thus trained, 
hie efficieney as a part of the military machine com­
pares favourably, in Dr. Ansari's opinion, with 
that of any member of the civil side of the Indian 
Medical Service. That was the lesson of the grea~ 
war, which also coincided with Dr. AnsMi's ow .. 
experlenoe of the Balkan war. To hifIf ~a9: also· 
to Indian opinion in general the oontinuance':', 
of the military reserve was thus quite. Il1perflJuoos.i 

What amounted to its virtual permanenCe was' 
sooght to be ensured by its so-oalled necessity for 

• 
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the medioaY~liefof. the British members of - the 
service. In thiS oonneotion. it is pointed out that 
British officials and their families are uuable to trust 
Indian doctors to the sarnA extent that they would 

. those of their own rsoe. The argument is fran.tly 
based on racial prejudioe and really merits very 
little attention. If the 500 and odd Indian dootors 
that are at present practising in England find no 
diffioulty with the people of England, it seemed 

'strange to Dr. Ansari that Euglishmen in India 
should regard the Indian dootors too· unworthy of 
their confidence to be medioally attended to by them. 
If however tbey cannot feel themselves safe exoept 
in the hands of medical attendants of the sama colour 
as their own, why should poor India be saddled with 
the cost of the satisfaotion of their colour prejudioe ? 
If they must be treated by none but white dootors, 
it is only fair to expeot them, to find the neoessary 
funds. . . . .... • 
Indian Women in. Conference. 

IN her· presidential address to the AIl·India 
Women's Conferenoe held at Calouttalast week Lady. 
Abdul Qadir dwelt at some length on the unsuitablity 
of the present system of eduoation to the needs of 
women. The system has indeed been found to be 
inadequate for thA present-day requirements even of 
boys' but it is muoh more so in the case of girls. 
most ~f whom, under our present social oonditions, 
are expected to lead married life. The education 
that is to be imparted to I"dian girls should, Lady 
~adir urged, be such 8S will.fit the~ .for their duties 
BS wives and mothers. beSIdes glvmg them some 
general knowledge whioh would widen their vision. 
While there cannot be any serious dispute as regards 
har oontention, it is 0." the oards that the problem of 
eduoational reform mu.t await handling at the hands 
of the more representative and responsible govern­
ments whioh are expeoted to be installed in the pro­
vinoes as a result of the present constitutional 
revision. But that is not to say that its discussion 
should also stand over till then. Such a oourse is 
to be strongly depreoated, for its publio dis~ussion 
from the platform of suoh oonferenoes tends to a 
clarification of ideas and formation of well·informed 
opinion. But the Conference, it seems to us, would 
be giving tangible help in the right solution of the 
problem if it oould succeed in evol ving a praotioal 
soheme which would seem to it to satisly the peouliar 
needs of girls intending to settle down in dmoestic 
life. . If the time between now and the inauguration 
of provinoial autonomy is spent in the formulation 
of suoh a well-oonsidered soheme, the interregnum 
could not have been put to better use. 

Among the resolutions passed by the Conference 
was one asking that every ohild should be guaranteed 
free primary eduoation as a matter of right and that 
compulsory physioal training by qualified instructors 
be provided for all ohildren from the primary stage 
onwards. The present administration of the Sarda 
Act has failed to satisfy the women reformers assem­
bled in the Conferdnoe which urged Governme~t not 
only to enforce the provisions of the law more strin­
gently but pressed for its amendment with a view to 
making ohild marriages impossible. The resolution 
dealing with the neoessity and desire,bility of birth 
control as a partial solution of the economio difficul­
ties of people of limited means seems to have evoked 
keen controversy but was ultimately oarried by an 
overwhelming majority. 

• • • 
Social Conference in Madras. 

POLITICAL and sooial reform go so olosely 
together that there is muoh to be said for the 'praotice 
of holding sooial reform conferenoes WI adjunots of 

important plllitical gatherings. It will be remember~d i 

that in pursuanoe of this practioe tbe Indian National 
Sooial Conferenoe, wllion was brought into being in 
Madras in 1887, used to meet every year along with' 
the Indian National Congress in the 8ame plaoe 

. in whioh the latter was held; but the practice has 
somehow fallen· into disuse in recent years. The 
custom undoubtedly oarrles with it the serious dis­
advantage of the Soolal Conferenoe being oast into the 
shade and failing to reoeive the public attention whioh 
its imporlance merits. This oonsideration may have 
been, at least partly, responsible for the disoontinu­
anoe of the Sooial Conferenoe aocompanying the 
Congress wherever it went. The emergence of 
communal o~glStllsations and of those devoted to the-· 
popularisation of different planks in the platform of 
the Sociar Conferenoe has also to some extent served 
to distraot attention from the Social Conferenoe and 
to lessen its popularity. This is far from implying 
that the work whioh the Conferenoe had set 
·before itself is fully aooomplished and that it 
may safely rest on its oars. It would be a mistake 
to take such a oomplacent view of the situation. The 
time has indeed 'oome whert.-the problem of sooial 
reform must be considered 'from a. wider viewpoint 
tban has been in vogue -. so ,far~' In •. the words 
of Mr. C. V. Krishnaswamy Ayyar, Chairman ,of 
the Reoeption Committee of' the Sooiar Confe­
renoe held at Madras on Deo. 29, "it must be 
equated now with everything that makes for the 
social well-being of every oitizen, in the manner in j 

which that term is understood in other oountries." i 
This reorientation of its polioy provides such a wide· 
field for the activities of sooial reformers that the i 
more suoh conferenoes are organissd, the better for .~ 
national progress.' 1 

. If only the sooial oonferences held in oonneo-j 
tion with the sessions of the Liberal Federation I 
are taken into aooount, the one held at Madras last i 
week is the third one In the series and the seoond . 
to be presided over by Mr. Devadhar. .The first 
Conferenoe was held at Poonaln 1923, followed next. 
year by the one at Luoknow which had Mr.l 
Devadhar himself as president. Sinoe then, unless' 
~e are greatly mistaken, there has bee,?- no' 
session of the Conferenoe, muoh to the.detrlment; 
of the cause of sooial reform. Mr. De,!"a1 
dliar's presidential address, extraots from whIch 
appear elsewhere in this issue, will be found ta 
be oonoerning itself with sooial reform in ita wider, 
aspect to whioh reference was made by tha:: 
Chairman. ~ 

•• I 

Kapurtbala Reforms. j 
THE Maharaja of Kapurthala, who is s~ortl~ 

withdrawing from the Cbamber of t:rlnoes", 
seems to have introduoed what would III tha' 
ciroumstanoes be generally thought to be liberal 
reforms in the oonstitution of his State. The pro­
posed Legislative Assembly wi}l have a total m~m~ 
bership of 4.5 two-thirds of whloh would be elective. 
What is mor;, the eleotorate would be joint and b~se.d 
on adult hanchise. The nominated element, It IS 
stated will include two Don-officials representing 
speoi~l interests and two women. Does this iD~icate 
the existence of a sex bar in respect to the electIon of 
women? If so, the Maharaja, in view of the pro; 
gressive spirit of the times, would do well to oonsid. 
its removal. The Assembly, will have full freedom 
to make laws touohing the oivil and orimin811!eld~' 
subjeot to the assent of the Maharaja. Out of the total 
budget of Rs. 35,00,000, more than half, or R8. , 
20 00 000 to be exaot, will be votable, whereas the 
re~t ~presenting the ruler's privy purse, his personal.' 
estate, eto., will be outside the purview of the Assem 
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,'bly. The Assembly will hIove tbe rigbt to refuse or offioisl like the Chief Minister"ss P;esident? This 
saDetlon .. grant subject to its restoration by the provision takes away froD;l the otherwise progressive 
Maharaja. There will be two ministers not oharaoter of the reforms. For this reason we would; 
seleoted by the ruler but elected by the urge the Mabarajs to invest the Assembly with the 
Assembly who will be inobarge of the nation- right of eleotillit its own President. If this should be 

, building servioes and their salaries will be votable found impossible right at the stsrt, it should be 
by the 48aemhly. A vote of waDt of confidence in brought about as soon as the ne:.:t Assembly oomes 
them duly passed by it will automatically lesd to into being. The eleotions to the ·Assembly are to be 
their dismissal. ,All this is of oourse in the rigbt held ne:.:t month and the Assembly Is e:.:peoted tl) 
direction. But why saddle suoh a representative start functioning from Maroh. 
body 88 is proposed to be set up with a nominated 

• 

INDIAN LIBERAL POLIOY. 

THE Liberal Federation's prinoipal business this 
year was to P88S on the White Paper; and the 
statement of its views contained in the resolu­

tion on the subjeot shows how oarefully the Liberal 
leaders have oonsidered the whole matter. The polioy 
that the resolutioD unfolds will be, we are afraid, 
under oross fire in two opposite direotions. First, 
CongressmeD will ory it down as very remote from 
reality. Liberals are e:.:lraordinarily olever, they 
will say, in analysing and e:.:posing the weak points 
in the published documents of Government; they are 
also very good at making detailed oonstruotive 
suggestloDs for improvement. These faoulties they 
have 8J:hibited in a remarkable degree in formulating 
the resolution which the Liberal Federation adopted. 
The resolution itself leaves very little to be desired. 
It embodies demands to which the most ememe poli­
ticians can subsoribe with little soruple. But how are 
Liberals going to follow it out? What will they be 
doing tojmplement it? What, in other woras, are 
the sanctions which they will apply if the improve­
ments whioh they recommend are nol given effeot to" 
as they themselves know and say will not be givell 
effecl to l' And what are these resolutions worth if 
they have no foroe at the back of them 1 This will be 
the oritioism that will be offered in one quarter. The 
Liberal Party bas no ooninoing reply to make to it. 
But this is not the fault of the Liberal Party, but the 
misfortune of every single party in the oountry. 
For the Liberal Party may address the same question 
to other parties including the Congress, alld none of 
them will be able to return a satisfaotory answer. 
The fact is that we are all in the depths of political 
depression and it will serve no useful purpose for one 
party to be twitting another with inactivity and 
impotenoe. The wiser course will be for all of 
us to put our speoial gifts in the common 
pool and thus help, eaoh in its way, to 

i ,fill the deflcienoies of the other and make the 
~,\ oountry at least "a little stronger than.it would be 
~,with our isolated efforts in different and even opposite 
ways. If the Liberal Party has a gift for construct­
he criticism,let it not be jeered at for serving the 
conntry by placing that gift at the feet of the 
motherland. The Congress, will better employ its 
talent. by bringing to her service its own especial 
gift for driving power and mass energy. Even if 
the present emergency will not te8l'h us to sink our 
petty differences and unite oor foroes in an organised 
National Army, nothing will. 

We do not therefore attaoh any value to the 
che'5! jibes of tbosewho, doing nothing themselves, 
take a special delight in aecrylng everything that 
others do. But the critloicism that will c,ome from the 
qoarter of those who have taken a prominent part in 
the oonstitutional discussions is of a different order 
and must be given due weight. Our readers will 
perhaps be surprised to hear that the Liberal Party's 
resolution will be open to attack in this Quarter, but 
it is. The polioy generally favoured by the Round 
Tablers is embodied in the memoranda. of Sir Tej 
Babadur Sapru and the British Indian delegation. 
The Liberal ~art:)"'s resolution, it will be sean on_ 
careful comparison, goes muoh beyond the demand 
contained in these memoranda. To say that one is ill 
e:.:oess of another is not neoessarily to say that one 
is opposed to another. For instanoe, the Liberal 
resolution lays down that" no soheme of reforms can 
meet India's requirements or . satisfy national. 
upirations or allay political disoontent which does 
not oonfer the full power and status of a Dominion 
. on India within a ahort period fixed by statute." 
This is a very radioal demand which neither Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapru nor the British Indian delegation 
deemed it expedient to make. Perhaps tbey thought 
it rather erlravsgant to prefer such a demand. Wha~ 
the Liberal Party wants is not merely constitutional 
arrangements whioh, by their OW11 momentum and 
in the natural oourse of development, will·' tend 
to bring about Swaraj at any early date, but an 
e%press prOVision in, the costitution prescribing 
the establishment of Swaraj at a speolfied 
date, which must be suffioiently in the near 
future. Perhaps it may be said that the difference 
observable in this respect between the Memo­
randa and the Resolution is a kind of difference 
whioh is always to be found between what one says 
in the more responsible role of a negotiator aDd 
in the somewhat less responsible role of an agitator. 
We do not however agree in this view. The differ­
ence is real and has to be reckoned with. Still it 
is a difference which will not be felt to be parti· 
oularly embarrassing by the authors of the Memo" 
randa. For the Resolution goes farther in the same 
direotion as the Memoranda; and iii. these matters 
it is the direction that counts more than the distance 
that Is to be oovered. Similarly it will be observed 
that in Its olauses regarding the Railway Board and 
the Army or In its clauses laying down that the 
Central Government should be responsible solely 

:r~ 
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to the lower chamber, or that the second chamber 
should have no right to consider cemands for grants 
or money bills, the Resolution goes very much 
beyond the Memoranda. Here again the difference 
is not to be explained away by the differenoa in tone 
adopted by a platform speaker laying down a general 
polioy and a practical statesman engaged in bring­
ing about !Ion aotual understanding. But here again 
the authors of the Memoranda will not have muoh 
to quarrel with, for the opirit underlying the Resolu­
tion and the Memoranda is identical. The differenoe 
between the two is not qualitative, but only quanti­
tative - not a very serious matter. 

After this we come to differenoes which represent 
two opposing outlooks on the politioal situation, and 
here the differences ooncetn Dot only the quantu!!l of 
reform desired, but its , nature. We refer to the 
clauses in the Liberal Resolution touchiog the States. 
It must have been noted by everyone that the 
Memoranda of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and the 
British Indian delegation have siterations to 
suggest in the White Paper only in so far as it 
affects the Britieh Government; they have none 
to suggest in 60 far as it affects the States. The 
Round Tablers say in effect: We acoept the Prinoes' 
conditions, but we don't aocept the British Govern­
nient's. The Liberal Party repudiates thie position. 
It sees grave danger in the attitude of the Princes as 
well as of the British Government. If we get the latter 
to relsx or even eliminate all the safeguards men­
tioned in the White Paper, even then the terms on 
Which the ?rincesare willing to come into the fede-

, ration will destroy both self-government and popular 
government. This is the plain meaning of the reso­
lution the Liberal Federation has adopted. See how 
heavy are the demands it makes on the Princes. It 
asks tbat-

(i) all the representatives of the States in the 
Assembly be elected members, indirect elec­
tion being permitted in their case as a tran­
sitory measure for a fixed period; 

(ii). that fundamental rights of oitizenship be 
guaranteed to the subjects of Indian States 
in tbe federal constitution; 

(iii) that the CrowD's rights of paramountoy 
over the States be exercieed by the Govern­
ment of India, as at present, and not by the 
Viceroy, as propoeed in the White Paper; 

(iv) that, under suitable safeguards, the federal 
legielature itself be given the power to 
amend the constitution, the con~ent of indi­
vidual States not being required for such 
amendment to take effect in any oonstituent 
unit of federation. 

NoW these demands Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and 
most of the other leaders who have helped in shaping 
the oonstitutional reforms scheme will not make, and 
if others make them they will oppose them tooth and 
nail. Not beoause they think the demands unreason­
able in themsel ves; but because they are convinoed 
that the Prinoos will not aocept them. If the Princes do 
not aooapt them the federation idea itself must be 
lbandoned; alld if It ie abandoned British India will 

have DO central responsibiHty. ~ It follows' therefore 
from thie chain of reasoning that 'British India mUd 
make no demands whioh the Prinoe,s wll\ "not ag",e 
to. Therefore the British Indiaa delegation 1101 a body 
oarefully avoided raieing any questions whioh may 
be felt by the Prinoes to be inoonvenient, however 
essential they may be to the formation of a right kind 
of federatioD or to the seouring of real swaraj; but 
the Liberal Federation, it is olear from its resolution, 
does not believe in this one-sided exhibition of 
patriotism, whioh oonsists In shutting your mouths 
as tight as olams where the Princes are concerned 
and in making a hell of row where the British Govern. 
ment ie oonoerned. It will give a straight fight tc) 
either where a fight is needed. . 

Now these differenoes are fundamental and can­
not be reconoiled in any way. We oan well imagine 
what Sir Tej Bahadur Sapm and those who think: 
with him will be saying to themselves on reading tha 
Liberal Party's resolution. They will say : Liberal 
politicians do not understand the role whioh we hava 
had to play ill these disoussions. It is easy enouglj 
to take up an extreme position and bring about gj 
deadlook. But it ie diffioult to play the part whioh 
is assiglled to us, the part of compromieers and oon~ 
ciliators. More than patriotism, whioh is a mattet 
merely of emotion, statesmanship is required for 
the condnot of delicate negotiations, and for this 
what you need more than anything else is to knoW! 
what to put forward and' what to keep baok. Suoh 
skill one would have expected to find in abundanti 
measure in Liberal leaders, but the resolution thai 
they hllove adopted on thie oooasion shows that they 
are laoking in it. They have been making suoh 
demands for the last three years. That may have beed: 
pardonable then, beoause at that time perhaps theYl' 
were in hopes that the Princes might yield. Bnt it is 
now olear as noon-day sun that they will' 
not entertaio any suoh proposals; and ie it the part' 
of wisdom at a time when bargain is to be struck fort 
Liberal politioians to be stubbornly holding to the \ 
terms which they put forward when the negotiations j 
wel'e firet opelled? By taking up this intransigeant j 
attitude they are making federation impossible,' 
and with federation swaraj for British India too I I' 

The Liberal Party does not believe that British 
Indian Swaraj is atall dependent upon federation, alld 
it has inoorporated a olause in its resolution to m~lre, 
it clear. It runs thus :- ' 

If for any reason the inauguration of an all­
India federation should not materialise or be: 
·unduly delayed, there should be a responsible '; 
central government for Britieh India concurrent-f 
ly with provinoial autonomy, withont prejudioe 
to the effeotuation of .an all-India federatioll at ~ 
the earliest possible date thereafter. -' 

Thie means that the Liberal Party will go on 
making whatever demands it considers to be fair 
upon the Prinoes, without regard to what the 
effect of their not joining the federation may be' 
upon Britieh India. It will be prepared .to make 
reasonable compromiees both with the Britieh J 
Governmellt and with the Prinoas, but it does, 



t· 
~. • 

hNVARY 4. 1934,,] THE SERVANT OF INDIA, 5 
, ,j. ... 

not Iielieve that the essenoe of statesmanship 
consists· 'in being truculent to one and all too 
yieldllll to the other. Even if the federal soheme 
cioes not go. through the Liberal Party will not be 
unduly dejeoted.. Rather it will be relieved tet . a 
oert~in' extent, for it is its oonsidered opinion that 
the soheme, if passed in its present form, "will, far 

from appeasing unrest .and allaying dlsoontent, fur­
ther aggravate the present unhappy conditions, alie­
nate Indian opinion and greatly intensif:9: the present 
aoute and widespread discontent," In other words. 
the White Paper cODstitution will leave India worse 
off than at present. 

S. G, VAZE, 

FEDERATION: VOLUNTARY OR FORCED? 

HOT upon the heels of the remarkable presidential 
address of Diwan Bahadur A. B. Latthe comes 
another address delivered from the presidential 

chair of the Rajputana States' People's OODvention at 
Bello war last weak-end by Mr. Amritlal D. Sheth, 
who is one of the foremost workers in the cause of the 
States' people. The two speeohes differ widell" in 
·ione and form: Mr. Latthe's appeals more to the 
philosophioal thinker and student of politics. while 
Mr. Sheth's appeals more to the man-in-ths-street. 
But the same sentiment runs through hoth. That a 
hard-headed praotical administrator and a visionary. 
firs-eating agitator should be of like mind is an 
eloquent testimony to the unanimity of opinion 
prevailing in ciroles intent upon bringing about a 
reform in States' administration&. 

If any British Indians who have helped in the 
formation ofthe federal Boheme are still under the 
delusion that the scheme is acoeptable to the people 
in the States, these speeohes should be euough to 
disabuse them of suoh a notion. I refened to Mr. 

• Latthe's considered opinion last week. Mr. Sheth 
too in his apeech endorses it in impressive language, 
He says: "So far as its (the federation's) present form 
as seen in the White Paper proposals is. ooncerned,­
and we do not think there is a ohanoe of any sub-. 
stantial alterations,-let us the people of the States. 
make our position olear by stating it in simple and 
unambiguous terms that WE ABE OPPOSED TO IT. WE 
DO BOT WAliT IT. WE WISH THAT THE WHOLE 
SCHEME WOULD FALL THROUGH. WE SHOULD MAKE 
ALL EFFORTS THAT ARE HUMAliLY POSSIBLE TO 
DJj:FEAT THE IMPERIALIST OBJECT OF FORCING THIS 
FEDERATION ON US," And he gives vigorous suppod 
to Mr. Nsriman'. suggestion about sabotaging the 
Whi.ts Paper oonstitution. 

I would beg British Indian leaders who. by 
aco epting the Princes' unoonscionable terms, have 
made themselves parties to what Mr, Sheth oalls a 
.. nefarious imperialist plot" to take this as the final 
and definitive conolusion of the people in the States 
at large. The conolusion itself mal" be right or 
wrong. The leaders in British India no doubt think. 

~
.hat the States' people are very ill-advised in disown-· 
Ing the Ronnd Table. Oonferenoes and rejecting the 
. lIer of federation. Their own counsel would be that 
the people in the States should. in the larger.interests 
of the oountry. refrain from raising objection to 
federation in itself or from making demands whioh 
for tbemoment are impossible and whioh would only 
result in opposing an insuperable obstaole to the 
formation of federation, such as. eleotion of the 

States' representatives or the securing of their 
fundamental rights against attaoks by the States' 
administrations. They should on the oontrary wel­
oome federation,for although at the beginning possibly 
it would not improve their position very muoh. still 
it would enable British India to obtain freedom from 
poIitinal thraldom. whioh would go a long way in 
the near future towards breaking their own fetters. 
This reasoning mal" be very sound and the advice 
tendered very sagaoious, but the fact remains that 
neither is in the least aooeptable to the States' people, 
That must now .be taken as a settled faot. 

And my question to the British Indian leaders is 
~imply this: Taking it as a faot beyon!! question, 
what is their attitude going to be to federation? I 
will grant for argument's sake that the States' 
subjects had no right to be admitted to the Round 
Table Conferences and to be taken into consultation 
at any stage; that the British IIIdian leaders acted 
perfectly oorrectly in not raising this question at the 
ConfereDces or outside and in oarrying on negotia­
tions with the Princes on the footing that the Princes 
oould apeak both for themselves and their subjeots. 
But now that their feelings are known. will our 
leaders take them into account or not? Will they 
still say: .. The Princes are teohnically the spokes­
men of the States. That is enough for us. We are 
not bouDd to oonsider the moral aspect of the ques­
tion. particularly because we believe that federation 
will be ultimately to the advantage of the States' 
people. We will not be so squeamish as to abandon 
thill oherished project merely because they are oppos-
ed to it. We Ihall have no scruples in forcing it 
UpOD them, if it came to that, for we know that even­
tually they will bleBS us instead of oursing us fo~ 
what at the moment looks like an act of ooercion. 
The States' people are admittedly backward in 
PQlitics. They laok the experienoe whioh we have 
had. Would it be right then for us to be guided by 
them? We should on the contrary be· false to the 
light within us if we, possessing superior knowledge, 
allowed ignorance to have the last word. Self­
determination has no application in a oase like this. 
In the early stages of man's development the use 
of force has a recognised plaoe. The States' people 
are politically the ohild races of India, and ·we must 
mete - out to them the treatment which is not only 
justified but required by their immaturity. If the 
British Government and the Indian Princes will 
impose a federation upon them, we cannot therefore' 
protest against it, but rather help them do it, believ-\, 
ing that it is all for the good-for our immediati/\", 
good and their ultimate good. " 
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This question stands out in all its nakedness 
from Mr. Amritlal Sheth's speech, and it is of tbe 
utmost importance that British Indian leaders should 
ponder deeply· as to what their answer shall be. I 
cannot believe tbat all those who are in favour 
of federation, even if it be a federation from the . 
advantages of wbioh the States' people are to' be 
wholly excluded, will be willing expressly or taoitly 
to be parties to jokeying the States into federation. 
They will feel that, whatever the legal theory may be 
regarding tbe sole right of the Princes to represent 
the Stases in all diplomatio negotiations, their part­
nership will really be with the people in the States, 
and tbat if these are unwilling to oome into partner­
ship on the terms which are now disouBsed, they 
must regretfully suspend federation. It will make 
no differenoe to their attitude that, in their opinion, 
tbe States' people are mistakenly opposing federation. 
They will therefore deCide, I have no doubt, to put 
the federal plan on one side for the present at any 
rate. It bas rarely been the case in the history of 
federations so far that as soon as federation was 
proposed it was accepted. There have always been 
prolonged negotiations about it, and in many cases 
it was after repeated adjournments that it came about 
at Isst. Very often prejudioe and suspioion, even 
unreasoning prejudice and unfounded suspioion, 

. have had to be allowed to kill federation fOI the time 
being, and patienoe had to be left to reap a tardy 
though a riob reward in the end. It may be that 
in India too, if federation is really to the benefit of 
all concerned, the people of the States will come 
to see' the matter in the proper light, but some time 
must be allowed for their passions to cool off. W oul d it 
be too much to hope that the people of British India, 
instead of hustling their brethren in the States into 
a federation or of allowing them to be so hustled, 
will deal patiently with them and just put off federa­
tion for a time? It is true that India's political 
malaise must be put right as soon as possible, but is 
it not after all wise, in a matter like federation, in 
which no subsequent recalling of steps aireadytaken 
is possible, to hasten slowly? Any delay that this 
may involve will be a very small price to pay for the 
real spirit of comradeship that it will oreate. 

, As I have said, I am clear that there will he 
many even among the ardent advooates of federation 
who will take this line, hut it is neoessary if their 
considerateness for the feelings of the States' people 
'is to he of any real' servioe that they should make 
their voice heard, and heard in time. The oon­
spiraoy between the British Government and. 
the Iudian Princes, assisted by federation-at·any·oost 
British Indians is thiok:ening and with every day 
that p9.sses it will hecome increasingly diffioult to 
oounter it. Let them therefore oome out with a 
declaration in the· plainest terms that though they 
favour federation, and favour it ou the Princes' own 
terms, still their own assent will be contingent up.. 
on the States' people aocepting it; that they will in 
no oiroumstances agree to enter a federation sup. 

o ported hy the Prinoes but opposed by their subjeots ; 
'that it must wait, be the period of waiting short or ' 

• 
long; till the States' people are pe,suaded to' agree 
to it. It may he that in this period of waiting the 
Prinoes too may become Willing to moderate their 
terms somewhat, and this is not a result whioh will 
neoessarily be unweloome tCl the bot-gospellers of 
federation. These may oonsider their present terms 
eminently reasonable, but there is still some room for 
them becoming even more reasonable. A firni stand 
must therefore be made at onoe for a VOLUNTARY as 
opposed to a FORCED federation. 

Mr. Sheth has some very shrewd things to say 
about paramountcy, Prinoes' Proteotion Bill, and lIae 
Bikaner case, but it is superfluous to oomment UpOI1 
them. The Prinoes' Protection Bill will not suppress 
sedition and disaffeotion against the Princes, but will 
only promote underground sedition, acoording to 
him, whioh is very true. And what he says next is 
most interesting. Indians Bre by natnre averse to 
violenoe, and they are extraordinarily tender to' 
the Princes, even to the worst of them, however wild 
they may be against the British Governmeut. Even 
so terrorists will arise in India and will try to lay 
their hands upon the Princes if the latter do not 
change the character' of their rule an4 if the British 
Government gags their oritics. Even the great school 
of non-violenoe wiil be unable to oheck the growth of 
tbe party of oriminal violenoe. U If suoh legislation 
oomes into force and if the oonditions now prevailing 
in the territories of the Princes continue, let there be 
no surprise if terrorism invades the land. People like 
us who are reputed to be stormy petrels today will 
only exist as spent forces then. So far ali oar 
Gandhi oult of ahimsa is oonoerned, so far as our • 
influenoe of that type on the general publio 'is oon­
oerned, I am afraid we will be but broken reeds on 
whioh no one need rely." There is a ring of sincerity 
in this utterance, which should serve as a grave 
warning to our rulers, hoth Indian and British. 

The oharges brought against seven residents of 
Bikaner, who are rotting in gaol without trial 
for nearly two ~ears, are the result, Mr. Sheth 
believes, of the Bikaner Durbar's suspioion tbat the 
acoused supplied materials for the pamphlet on 
Bikaner State which was prepared by him in London 
for distribution among memhers of the Round Tahle 
Conferenoe hut whose publioation was suppreS.!led 
hy Mahatma Gandhi. On this Mr. Sheth says: .. Let 
me declare it publicly that it is I who have prepared 
and edited the pamphlet. It was I who was colleoting 
all the material. And I declare it with the fullest 
sense of responsihility that I have never met, nor 
corresponded with, nor enr heard the names of any of 
these undertrials during my work on the pamphlet." 
Mr. Sheth strongly condemns the tendenoy in some 
quarters to discriminate between Hindu and Moslem 
States and to throw the weight of their inflllenoe on the 
side of Kashmir and Alwar because Mahomedans are I 

agitating for reform in these States. And he appeals;, 
to States' workers to abandon their communal preja'" 
dices as the Prinoes themselves have done. ' Indisn 
rulers have risen superior to their comm unal biBB in 
grinding' down Eiudus and Mahomedans without 
disorimina.tion. r We must similarly rise above 011 
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'eommunal bias and help everyone - out of his aha­
'okles, whatever his religion. "Did AIwar spare his 
Hindu population when he wanted money for him­
'Self? Does Rampur spare his Moslem subjeots 
when he has his -own purpose to serve ~ Does Patiala 
.spare his Sikhs when they oome in his way? Rest 
assured, gentlemen," said Mr. Sheth, "these Prinoes 
are a oommunity by themselves; they are neither 
Hindus, nor Moslems, nor Sikhs. So far we too are 
'neither Hindus, nor Moslems, nor Sikh. when we are 

thinking and aoting in our i\lterest. On one 
side are the tyrants, on the other are' viotims. all 
one side are the exploiters, on the otber the exploited. 
On one Iide tbe powerful, on the other the under. 

- dogs." Following the exoellent example set by thie 
Prinoely oaste, we too, as Mr. Sheth very truly says, 
must bring solidarity IntG our ranks by forming 
one oomprehensive oaste • of emanoipators. 

A. V. P ATV ARDH&N. 

.. 
NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION OF INDIA. 

TEXT OF RESOI.UTIONS. 

Following is lhe lext of Ihe resolutions passed by rated recently by the Secretary of State as oondi­
the Nalional Liberal Federalion of India 11 tits fifteenth tions precedent to tile inauguration of the Federation 
~88ion held at Mad.ras during Christmas :- not only make for undue delay but are neither neoes-

sary nor justified. (b) In the opinion of the Federation 

THE National Liberal Federation of 'India,reite- I it is unnecessary and inexpedient to oreate a sepa­
rating its sense of profound disappointment at' rate statutory authority oalled the 'Vioeroy', and in 
tbe White Paper proposals on Indian' Consti- any case the rights of paramountoy of the Crown, 

tutional Reform, reoords its emphatio opInIOn whatever they may be, should be exeroised by the 
tbat the elucidation of the White Paper by Government of India and not by the Viceroy, as pro­
the Secretary of State before the Joint Select posed in the White Paper. (e) The Federation is 
Committee and the supplemental. proposals made emphatically of opinion that none of its constituent 
in the oourse of his evidence before that units should have the right of subsequent secession. 
Committee have strengthened among the people FuNDAMENTAL RIGHTS. 
~f India the oonviction that the propoB81s are not 
,oalculated to establish any real responsible govern. The Federation is strongly of opinion that a de­
ment in India either in the Provinces or in the Centre claration of fundamental rights of oitizenship appli­
and that the Secretary of State's declaration in the cable to all oomponent members of the All-India 
House of Commons that Dominion Status' 'is neither Federation, should be a part of the Constitution Act. 
the nerlstage nor the next but Olle violates the spirit RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT FOR BRITISH INDIA.. 
of solemn pledges given with the sanction of the If for any reason the inauguration of an All­
British Cabinet and has shaken their faith in the in- India Federation should not materialise or be unduly 
tentions of the British Parliament and people. delayed, there should be a responsible central Goverll-

ment for British India ooncurrently with Provincial 
The Federation desires to make it olear once Autonomy, without prejudice to the effeotuation of 

,again that no scheme of reforms c~m meet.Inclia's ra- all-India Federation at the earliest possible date there-
quirements or satisfy Indian national aspirations or after. ~ 
allay politioal discontent which does not oonfer the 
full power and st~tus of a dominion on India within DEFENCE. 
s short period fixed by statute. (a) While the Federation is lJrepared to accept 

the reservation for only a fixed transitional period of 
CONTROL FROM ENGLA~. the subject of defence in the hands of the Governor-

(a) The' Federation takes strong exception General, it oannot approve of the proposals in thie 
'to the conrinued maintenance of the India bebalf embodied in the White Paper as they contem­
-Office, of the India Counoil under a different plate the retention of complete control in the hands 
Dame and of the separate office of Secretary of State of tile Secretary of State. It views with the gravest 
for India, and to the oontinued control of the Govern. misgiving and apprehension the non-aoceptance of & 

ments in India by His Majesty's Government in olear policy regarding the complete transfer of the 
England as proposed in the White Paper. (b) In the Army to Indian control at the end of a limited period. 
()pinion of the Federation snch control should be (b) The Indian National Liber .. l Federation strongly 
strictly limited to subjects not transferred to the con- urges that recruitment to the Indian Army, instead' 
trol of Indian legislatures during tho period of tran- of being confined as at present to the aD-called mar­
sition and should be exercised by the Secretary of tial classes, should be thrown open to Bli oommunities 
State for Dominion Affairs. (c) In no event can and provinces. (e) The Federation urges that His 
the Federation reconcile itself to the continuance of Majesty's Government should immediately frame 
the India Council in whatever form and for what- schemes for the Indianisation of the oommissioned 

~ ever purpose. ranks of the Army within a period of twenty years. 
\ AMENDM, ENT OP THE CONSTITUTION. It is further of opinion that the replacement of the 
, Viceroy's oommissloned officers by Indian King's 

-, The Constitution Act should vest in the lederal commissioned officers should be pcstponed till the 
legislatllre of India the right to amend its provisions present Britieb. officers in the Indian army have been 
subjeot to reasonable and neceS3&ry safeguards. replaced by Indian King's oommissioned officers. 

ALL-INDIA FEDERATION. (d) The amount of expenditure on defenoe should be 
fixed every five years by a committee oonsisting of 

(al ,'rhe Federation is strongly in favour of AIl- an equal number of experts appointed by the 
Ind!a Federation on terms equitable to both British 'Governor-General' and -of members elected by the 
III;dla and tb~ Indian States and on lines consistent legislature; , and it should be at the disposal of the 
With responSible government, but notes with, regret Governor-General without a" vota of the legislature. , 
4hat proposals made in tbe White Paper and elabo-' which however shall have the right of discussion., .. 

• 
• 
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Any excess over that amount will have to be voted 
by tlie Legislative Assembly; but ill the event of 
hostilitiea on the frontier the Governor-General 
should be empowered to declare a state of emergenoy 
and of appropriating supply to meet it withou~ prior 
reference to tbe legislature. But he should report his 
action to it and it should have tbe right of discussing 
it. (e) During the period of transition the Defence 
Counoillor should be a non-official Indian, preferably 
an elected member of the Federal Legislature, or one 
of the representatives of the Indian States in the 
federal legislature. 

FINANCIAL SAFEGUARDS. 
(a) The Federation, concurring with the Secretary 

of State that there oan be no real transfer of responsi­
bility without tbe transfer of finanoial responsibility 
to Ministers, regrets that this sound canon has been 
utterly disregarded in the White Paper proposals, 
which, wbile imposing upon them the duty of raising 
revenue, reserve excessive power in the hands of the 
Governor-General and virtually reduce the Ministerto 
a position of impotence in the disposal of tbe bulk of 
it. (b) The Federation records its deliberate oonviotion 
that the proposed financial 8afeguards are both un­
necessary and objectionable and tbat the Government 
and the Legislature should bave the same power in 
the sphere of finance outside the region of reserved 
subjects as Dominion GovernmeDts and Legisla-
tures. . 

COMMERCIAL DISCRIMINATION. 
. (a) Tbe Federation, while not at all in favour of 
any needless and vexatious restriction on tbe 
freedom of British nationals doing or seeking to do 
business in or with India, cannot support the propo­

. 8als against .. commerci .. l discrimination" BS they 
will deprive the future government and legislature, 

. in large part, of tbe power that must reside in every 
sucli authority to take from time to *ime such steps, 
legislative and administrative, 8S may, in their 
judgment, be required in tbe interests of Indian trade, 
and industrial development. (b) In this point of view, 
the Federation must objeot to the powers proposed to 
be givell to the Governor·General to override the will 

- -the legislature or tbe Government in tbe discbarge of 
his responsi~ilities in the sphere of .. external 
relations." 

STATUTORY RAILWAY AUTHORITY. 

• 

rights" an~ also of making suoh rights available for­
those recruited subsequent to tbe passing of tbe Con~ 
stitution Act. (b) As recommended by tbe ServIces. 
Sub-Committee of the First Round Table Conferenoe 
the reoruitment, oontrol, and tbe determination of th; 
emoluments of the Indian Oivil ServIce and tbe 
Indian Polioe Service must in future be vested in the 
Government of India, subject to the safeguarding of 
tbe legitimate rigbts of present incumbents' and 
recruitment of tbe Indian Civil Servioe sbould ~ot be . 
made for judicial offices and no such offices sbould 
anywhere be. re~erved for offioers of that service. (e)·' 
No member of any permanent service shall be 
appointed as Governor of an Indian Province. 

POWERS OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL AND ' 
THE GOVERNORS. 

The Federation condemns the proposal to confer 
on tbe heads of Governments, Central and Provincial, 
special powers under various names-powers finan-· 
oial, ~egislative and administrative-ss being the­
negation of oonstitutional government. Wbile 
agreeing that the minorities sbould reoeive alllegiti­
mate proteotion in the new constitution, the Federa­
tion is of opinion tbat these proposals if carried iuto 
effect will make the Governor-General and Gover-· 
nors even greater autoorats than at present. 

FEDERAL LEGISLATURE. 
Wbile the Federation approves of a bioameral 

federal legislature, it is strongly of opinion that :-(i)· 
The strength of the Assembly should be 450 as recom­
mended by the Lothian Committee aud not 375 as· 
proposed in the Wbite Paper; (ii) there sbould not be 
in tbe Council of State any member nominated by tbe 
Governor-General j (iii) all tbe members of the 
Assembly should be direotly eleoted representatives . 
from the federating units, sOrile form of indireot elec­
tion being allowed in the case of tbe States as a tran­
sitory measure for a fixed period; (iv) Tbe lesponsi-· 
bility of the Government should be to the Assembly 
and not to both Houses assembled in joint session;, 
(v) A two-tbirds majority should not be required fo~ 
the suocess of motions of no-confidence;· (vi) The re­
presentatives of tbe States should have no right of 
partioipation by speech or vote in the disoussion and 
deoision of subjects affecting British India alone, in­
oluding motions of no-confidence arising out of Bri­
tish Indian subjeots; (vii) The Council of Stata 
should have no rigbt of considering demands for 

The Federation objects to the creation of a statu­
tory rail WilY Butherity to leplace the present Railway' 
Board 8S it is calculated to deprive the future govern­
ment and legislature of powers which they should 
possess in the interests of tbe tax· payer. In any event 

. It Eh?~ld ~e left to them to decide the question if any 
prOVISion 1D that behalf should not be included in tbe 
Constitution Act. 

grants or money bills, and its power in respect of 
legislation should be limited like that of the House 
of Lords under the Parliament Aot of 1911; (viii)· 
Tbe Governor·General should not have tbe power of 
recommending that any bill or part tbereof should be 
passed in a partioular form or should not be prooeeded. 
with or of oertifying any bill so as to make it a law 
without the consent of both houses of tbe legislature ;. 
and (ix) The Governor-General should not bave tba 
power of certifying the whole or part of a grant re­
fused by the Assembly. (x) Tbis Federation is of 
opinion that the appointment of a Finanolal Adviser. 
if any, should vest in the Federal Government. 

THE SERVICES. 
(a) The Federation considers the proposals of the 

White Paper regarding tbe Services as wholly 
·reactionary and objectionable and rEgards the Secre­
tary of State's further commentary tbereon in tbe 
ClOurse of his evidence, as placing tbe futur~ Provin­
cial and Central Governments in an even worse 
pcsition than the present dyarcbio Ministries and 
:rendering them praotioally impotent to maintain 
control and regulation of Services in a manner tbat 
would ena~le them to discharge tbeir responsibilities 
to the Leglslamre for the carrying out of their poli­
cies and the efficienoy of the departments under their 
administration in any satisfactory manner. The 
Federation, while quite willing to protect the rights 
of the present members of the Services, is wholly 
against any proposals which would give tbem induc .... 
ments by way of enlarging the soope and obaracter 
<IIf the compeDBation for ... existing and accruing 

• 

COMMUNAL ELECTORATES. 
The Federation reiterates the reEolutionspassed at 

its previous sessions against separate communal ele­
otorates Bnd deeply regrets their continued mainten­
ance and stroIlgly protests against tbe proposed exten­
sion of suoh electorates.' The Federation re-affirms the 
opinion tbat equitable representation of important 
minorities will be best secured by reservation of 
seats-with reasonaile weightage wherever necessary 
-in joint eleotorates. 

WOMEN'S FRANCHISE AND COMMUNAL 
ELEOTORATEB. 

(a) The Federation protests against the modifioa­
tion for the worse made by His Majesty's Govern. 
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ment In the Lothiau Committee's reoommendations 
figarding womeu's franohiae. (b) And It oordially 
supports the almost unaaimous obieotion of Indian 
w.omeu's organizations to the foroing of women inta 
,communal electorates against their olearly expressed 
. wishes. 

JUDICATURE, 
The Federation is of opinion (a) that the Juris­

diotion of the Federal Court should be co·equal and 
c0-8xtensive in respeot of all units of the federation, 
and (b) that provision of a Supreme Court to fuuo­
~ion as a GOllrt of Appeal of British India should be 
made in the Constitlltion Aot itself. (e) The Provin­
eial High Coures should be under tb.e oontrol of the 
Federal Government. 

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT: TRANSITORY POWERS. 
The Federation oonsiders the proposal of the 

White Paper relating to the constitlltion of tbe Cen­
tral Government in the interval between the introdll­
dion of "provincial alltonomy" and of a responsible 
federal government to be wholly reactionary and un­
~cceptable as the position created thereby will be 
worse even than at present, highly unsatisfaotory as 
is the latter. 

PROVINCIAL AUTONOMY. 
(a) The Liberal Federation objects strongly to 

·.the extensive speoial powers proposed to be oonferred 
upon GoverDors in the spheres of finance, legisla­
lation and administration, as they are calolliated to 
render "provincial autonomy" a sbadow of the 
reality. (b) This Federation urges that there should 
be no departllre from the policy of transference to 
tile Provincial GoverlUDents of all departments of 
'the administratioD. 

NEW PROVINCES. 
The Federatioa is strongly opposed to the con­

"stitution of new Provinoes except where they can 
support themselves. 

In conclusion, the National Liberal Federation 
"i)~ I~dia deems it its duty to record its strong con­
VIction that the White" Paper proposals as they stand 
cannot possibly satisfy even the most moderate 
-section of progressive opiniou and will, far from 
appeasing unrest and allaying discontent, further 
ag!!!'avate . t~ present unhappy conditions, alienate 
Indian OpInIOn aud greatly intensify the present 
.acute an~ widespread discontent. A generous and 
1ar-reachIng measure of real reform on the lines 
of the Dominion Constitutions which will make In­
dia an equal member of the British Commonwealth 
Of. Nati~ns will alone meet India's requirements and 
will satisfy the national self-respect of India. 

RECIPROCITY BET)VEEN INDIA AND 
DOMINIONS. 

The Federation expresses its surprise that the 
Seoretary of State for India should have declared 
hims~lf. again~t India being allowed the rigllt of 
ireta!latlon agaInst countries which may discriminate 
agaInst her and which may deny to Indian n5tionals 

\ the element5ry rights of citizenship. In the opinion 
\ of the Federation the possession of suoh right by the 
;. Government and the Legislature of India is indispen -
>8!,ble and a Constitntion Act whioh withholds the 
rIght OBn never be acceptable to tne people of this 
country, 

RESERVE BANK BILL. 
(a) The Federation, while welcoming the pros­

pect at early establishment of a Reserve Bank, does 
not !'PP!Ove ~f the control by the Governor-General 

. at 18 dIscretion of th~ B.ank's pollc, and working, 
-a~ thereby the domInatIon of Whitehall and the 
"~lty of London over India's monetary polioy will 
""e perpetllaled. 

(b) The Federation further deems it neoessalY 
that the Indian Leglslatura should at all times be 
free to so amend the Reserve Bank Act as may be· 
found neoessary," 

EXCHA.NGE AND CURRENCY POLIOY • 
The Federation oondemns the present ourrenoy 

and exohange polioy of Government which, in Its 
opinion, has largely aocentuated the eoonomic dis­
tress in the oountry and aocords its fullest support to 
the country-wide demand for an immediate review of 
the rupee-sterling ratio and the adoption of prompt 
measures to meet the present aitllation entirely in 
the Interests of India. " 

CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER ORGANISATIONS_ 
The Federation authorises its Council to take 

neoessary and feasible steps from time to time in 00,. 
operation with other organisations and parties to de­
vise plans for joint work: after the presentation to 
Parliament of the Report of the Joint Seleot Com­
mittee and tne publioation of the Indian Constitu­
tion Bill in its flnM form. 

PARTY ORGANISATION. 
In vie.. of the politioal developments in the 

oountry the National Liberal Federation of India 
is of opinion that there is urgent need for the form .... 
tion of country-wide Liberal organisation and the 
development of parties on national as opposed to 
communal lines and the Federation emphasises tbat 
it id the duty of the Liberal Party to so extend Its 
organisation as to ensure the progress of the country 
on sound and healthy national lines and" calls upon 
all members and assooiations belonging to ths 
party to work: for tbe colleotion of adequate funda 
and the constitution of suitable agencies for achiev­
ing all·round progress on the lines mentioned above. 

ECONOMIC DISTRESS. 
The Federation desires to impress upon the 

Government of India and all provinoial Governments 
the imperative necessity of tbe adoption ·of measllres 
for the relief of the acute eoonomio distress among 
the people, including an appreciable reduotion of the 
burden of taxation, and for planned economio deve­
lopment. 

PRINCES' PROTECrrON BILL. 

The National Libersl Federation of India re­
cords its emphatic disapproval of "the Princes' 
Protection Bill now before the Legislature as it 
makes further inroads on the freedom of the Press. 

REDUOTION 011' BRITISH TROOPS IN INDIA. 

(a) The Liberal Federation enters its emphatic 
protest againat the decision of the British Govern­
ment not to reduce the number of British troops in 
India and strongly urges that immediate steps should 
be taken to nationalise the Army in India within .. 
fixed period of time. 

(b) The Federation, while reoognising that tbe 
reoommendations of the Indian Defence Expenditure 
Tribunal will lead to Bome reduction in the capita­
tion charges, regards these charges as utterly unjust 
and objeots on prinoiple to their continuance. 

(e) The Federation is strongly of opinion that 
relief should be given to Indian r\venues not by 
means of Imperial subventions but in the follow in" 
ways.-

1. The size of the Indian Army should be strictly 
determined .by Indian needs; 

2. The number of British soldiers silould be 
progressively reduced with a view to their speedy 
elimination; 

3. Capitation charges, whioh India should never 
bve been reqllired to pay, should be abolished, 
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INDIANS OVERSEAS. 
(a) This Federation dtronglyoondemns the de­

mands which the European settlers of Kenya, enoou­
raged by the disoussions between the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies and their representa­
tives, have put forward for acquiring oontrol over the 
Government of Kenya. It urges that the dootrine of 
paramountoy of native interests laid down by the 
Conservative and Labour Governments should not be 
departed fro.m and that no further oonstitutional 
power be transferred to the European settlers either 
by the institution of a Finanoe Committee with an 
unofficial European majority as proposed hy them or 
in any other way. 

(b) The Federation presses tbe Governmen't of 
India to watoh over the interests of Indians in Kenya 
with speoial oare in present oircumstanoes. It fur­
ther draws their attention to the complaint of the 
East African Indians that with the ostensible objeot 
of improving African agrioulture, monopolies are 
being graI.ted to Europeans, especiallY in Uganda 
and Tanganyika, for the purchase of speoial agricul­
tural produots from the Africans and that Indians 
are oonsequently being driven out of a business in 
whioh they were pioneers and have been engaged 
for generations past. The Federation urges the 
Government of India to take immediate steps to 
investigate and obtain redress of this grievanoe. 

(e) The Federation extends its wholehearted 
support to the Indians of South Afrioa in their just 
fight for their elementary rights and as,sures them 
that India will always be behind them in their 
struggle to uphold the honour of the Motherland and 
proteot the interests of Indian nationals. 

TERRORISM. 
(a) The National Liberal Federation of India 

views with abhorrenoe terrorist aotivities wherever 
they exist and earnestly appeals to all classes to do 
everything in their power to oheolt and prevent them 
as they are repugnant to all notions of huma­
nity as well as injurious to the best interests of the 
country. 

(b) The Federation bxpresses its sympathy with 
the bereaved relations of victims of terrorist out-
rages. 

PROTEST AGAINST REPRESSION. 
(a) The National Liberal Federation of India 

records its strong protest against the Government's 
repressive polioy which by its excessive and often 
unoalled· for harshness has been adding to discontent 

in the oountry. The Federation impresses on the­
Government the urgent need for the repeal of repres­
sive measures and for the easing of the tense politioal 
situation by the adoption of a oonoiliatory policy •. 

(b) The Federation at the same time appeals to­
all who advoo~te or take part in tbe civil disobe-· 
dienoe movement to abandon tbe movement and help 
in the creation of a peaceful atmosphere in the best 
interests of the country. 

UNTOUOHABILITY. 
The National Liberal Federation of India aooords. 

its fullest support to the movement for the 
~emoval of untouohability and for the uplift of 
the classes concerned and earnestly appeals to all 
0la8ses of the oommunity to do everything in their 
power for its 8ucoess. 

, SWADESHI. 
(a) The Federation again emphasises the sup­

reme importanoe of tbe Swadeshi movement, and ex­
horts the people to support national enterprises in the 
field of Banking, Insuranoe and Shipping, and to 
prefer, even at a saorifice, the produots of home in­
dustry to imported goods. 

(b) The Federation strongly urges the Govern-· 
ment aotively to encourage and support the Swadeshi 
movement in every possible maImer. 

(e) The Federation urges the ·Government of 
India not to allow Indian interests to be subordinated 

. to those of Lancashire or Japan in the negotiations. 
now going on between them and the representatives 
of those oountries. 

SEPARATION OF JUDIOIAL AND EXEOUTIVE 
FUNCTIONS. 

The Federation once more strongly oondemns 
the combination of judicial and exeoutive funotions· 
and urges the Government to separate the same ~nd 
place the Judiciary under the control of the HIgh 
Courts in the different provinces. In oase the above 
policy is not adopted by the Government, the Fede­
ration requests its Council to take suoh steps 8S may 
be necessary to secure the aoceptance of the policy / 
and report the saUle to the next session of the Fede ..... 
ration. 

TEMPERANCE. 
The National Liberal Federation of India urges 

on the Central and Provincial Governments in India 
the neoesslty of adopting a clear and definite polioy 
of temperanoe reform and oalls upon the people to', 
carryon a vigorous and systematic propaganda in, 
favour of total abstinence. 

INDIAN SOOIAL REFORM. 
MR. G. K. DEV ADHAR'S VIEWS. 

In the course of his presidential addre8B to the 
Indian Natianal Social Canference held oJ, Madras during 
Christmas Week, Mr. G. K. Devadhar said: 

SOCIAL Reform so far in this country had naturally 
to direct its attack against the citadel of ortho­
doxy and conservatism in which all reactionary 

and one-sided faotors of the so-called national advance 
remained perched but now, in my opinion, the time 
has arrived when social reform could be freed from 
that narlOW rut and placed on a wider and more 
constructive and less critical plane of sooial recon­
struction in which several have been labouring 
without much moral support from the politicians. 
But luckily the spirit of the age and the shrinking of 
distances have caused even involuntary ohanges of 
heart and outlook, which would . faoilitate the work 
CJf amelioration of the society as a whole. In the 

past it was quite neceesary to deal with the elemen-· 
tary problems of sooial reform such as sea-voyage, 
women's education, abolition of oaste, stopping of 
infant marriages, promotion of widow marriages", 
and of post-puberty marriages, and furthering the 
age of oonsent, interdining and even intermarriage, 
eto. 

The bogey of untouchahility and unapproach-· 
ability still haunts us, but its days are num bered as 
its foundations are unmistakably shaken by the 
most powerful influence of Mahatma Gandhi whose 
work in this connection, I have always likened to 
that of a powerful and tremendous blast •. 

PROBLEMS OF WIDER AND BROADER 
SOCIAL REFORM. 

While, therefore, not neglecting work in .these 
ahove-mentioned directions, we must now begm to-
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<concentrate our attention on problems that embraoe giaus or oommunal interests are reduoed to the low­
wider fields and touob the bottom and tbe top of tbe est minimum. 

·sooiety. Tbe justifioation for suob widening of the~ SOCIAL EXPERIMENTS. 
- outlook of Social Reform work lies olearly in the The oountry has been making experiments along 

imperative neoessity of flowing with the world OUI'" sooiallines, and she will have to oontinue doing tbe 
rants of the rapidly advanoing tide of what we oall same for many years to come. A ohange is an inevi­

·oivililllation-not neoessarily a disease aooording to table sooial faotor, and reform is its necessary con. 
Edward Carpenter. India fortunately hss not lagged oomltant. I have not, therefore, ruled out of oourt 
muoh behind though the inevitable need for sooial the oonsideration of many of the modern proltlems- • 
reform is recognised by only the so-oalled eduoated in faot I would be myself touohing some bf them 

· few-using the phrase in its widest sense: it is a briefly-making here and tbere my own Independent 
matter of no small surprise, however, that even after oontribution. But why I deferred that trelltment in 
a oentury and a half of the spread of English eduo8- my address to a later stage is due to my desire to 
tion and contact with Western culture, improve- emphasise the need for a ohanged outlook on problems 
ment in evil customs and demoralising superstitions of sooial reform of to-day and distinguish them from 
has not yet taken place on a wider basis, and ad. those of yesterday that still loom large and to define 
·vanoed view or higher thought in sooial life is today what constitute Lbe sheet anchor of sooial ameliora­
possibly the luxury of the oomparatively small tion. 
number of those who orowd into big oities and towns WOMEN'S PROBLEMS. 

'where reformed life has its attendant evils as well. 
Now I shall deal with some of them very briefly 

FAILURE OF SCIENCE TO SUPPLY GUIDANCE. alluding to several of the special features of develop­
We are all inoreasingly anxious now to lead a ment tbat need emphasis. Take the women's problem. 

higher, purer, and truly nobler national life, in keep- Women of to-day have learnt to 'organise, to eduoate 
Ing with the changing ideals of higher sooial being public opinion with ;regard to their needs. have now 

· so as to secure advance of our society along lines of Ii regular net-work of tbeir organisations all over the 
advanoe of the wl:tole human race or humanity, In oountry. They have all along supported men in their 

. our search for truth of tbe science of human society advocacy for their wider franchise and some of them 
we may in vain expect to-day, at any rate, any guid. have also emerll:ed out of their seolusion of purdah in 
anoe to lead us s .. fely to the goal, beoau!!8 among tile a few places only to participate aotively in the 
many seekers after scientific truth and foundation struggle for freedom, I hope not' like the women of 

.for the human sooiety there has not yet been reaohed Turkey in the earlier days of her struggle for unity 
any nnanimity of basio principles that ought to regu- and progress, to go back into purdah again. But I 
late the oonduot of human beings that constitute the would like to see them engaged in oommon with men 

· society as we see it developing to-day. Soience has in day to day spade work for the general ameliora· 
very miserably failed in tbis direction of supplying tion of their sex to entitle tbem to seoure the fullest 
the much needed guidance, though its vast, wonder- possible measure of freedom and liberty from men 
ful, and epooh-making achievements have surpassed who have also to learn to trust womeR as their equal 
the imagination of even those toiling long in the partners in national and sooial uplift. Active parti­
field with great faith and expeotations. oipation in public life should not be a mere mattar 

Mr. Benjamin Kidd in his book "Sooial Evolu. of momentary sentimental enthusiRSm. They should 
tion .. has elaborately shown how Soience in various not commit the mistake of devoting all their 
branches of research has proved her impotence to offer energies to some of the b81'l'en fields of politios but 
any acceptable solution of the rapidly changing should take upon their shoulders suffioient responsi· 

· sooial phenomena of the day in various fields of bility of sharing men's national work in the 
human activity like history, religion, eto. He obser- spheres of education of the masses, sooial reform for 
ves. "In whatever direction we look, the attitude their advanoement and the eoonomic and other im· 
presented by Science towards the sooial phenomena provements of the rural parts of our country. I am 
of the day Can hardly be regarded as satisfactory.·~ glad to notice that some of these ideas have found 
He further goes on to say in very terse language that I favour with the women of India that meet in a oonfe. 

-"yet the social pheRomena which are treated of un- rence in Calcutta on the 27th of this month. While 
der the heads of politics, history, ethics economics I proclaiming their readiness to enjoy adult franchise. 
and religion must all be regarded as 'but the inti: they claimed greater attention to widening of their 
· mately related pbenomena of the soience of life rights and privileges in respect of inheritance and 
under its most complex aspect. .. . Widening of their franchise, the neoessity for build-

If we go on worrying ourselves with the results ing. an army of "!h?le-time workers for carrying on 
~f the so-called soientific research in the Rphere of SOCIal refon;n actlVltr a!,~ the need fo~ effectIve pro­
human sooiety and wait till the gUidance is forth- p~ganda WIth th~ JUdiOIOUS. and wise use of the 

·coming we may have to wait till Doomsday. We ClDema and vocational eduoatIon. 
must, therefore, be prepared for the onward march to POLITICS AND SOCIAL REFORM TO BE BROUGHT 
take stock of the progress whioh society has made so IN LINE. 
long with the help of historical records in various ThUB, the arena of politios is more attraotive 

I .countries and in different times with special reference to those that wish to carryon their public aotivity 
to the history and institutions of our race; we would along more constructive lines, and be least. critical. 
be securing sufficient dllta for us to proceed in that Now we shall have to examine whether the work of 
way. Most of our trouble is due to the oonfusion figbting, on destructive lines, so heroioallY done by 
-caused by the mingling of the little spheres of reU- the early venerable pioneers in this field is ~ot suffi· 
glon and Hindu sooial polity and politicllli public oient and whether the time has not oome to mterpret 
polioy. If we could only avoid the oonfusion now the correct scope or sphere of social reform in 
much trouble could be saved. I have already sug- the terms of the changing oonditious of the worl.d 
gestad in my previous remarks that we must bring which are sooner or later bound to affeot us. Th~ 

·-our work, our social reform work, in line with the will establish the necessity not only for our faml­
()ther national aotivities, eaoh ODe working in its own 1iarity with the culture and soielJce of the Western 
sphere or domain. Politics up till now hilS attraoted Christian ooul,triel!, but also that establishes !' ol~ar 
the largest attention, beosuse, thereby is afforded a necessity for a living oontact with the growmg hf .. , 

-oommon platform and differenoes with regard to reli. under modern conditions in the Near and Far East; 
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countries 118 well. India has al ways been a souroe of 
spiritual inspiration to many of these' nations of the 
world and if now any of these nations have to supply 
any lessons to usit would be our right to receive them 
and their duty to give them. though. both the West and 
the Far ration from Indian spiritual eminenoe whioh is 
her speoial contribution to the world's happiness. and 
whloh is ~ing reoognised in an increasing measure 
from day day in fields of religious and philosophi­
oal thougH . If Western nations have produced phi. 
losophies i common with India. more or less. a 
matter base on heights of reason. India has supplied 
a unifying philosophy in relation to life which the 
rest of the world described as religion 118 distinguish­
ed from philosophy. And this when interpreted in 
the terms of Karma Yoga and Raja Yoga. and in tbe 
light of Bhakti bught to be our country's beacon 
light to the world. and precious treasure to us. It 
might be argued tliat all this ia sterile philosophy. 

. CASTE AND CREED GROUPS. . 

- Of the oommunities formed into oaste and religi­
ous and racial groups-the so-called caste groups­
is •. in my opinion. one of the most praotical problems 
for solution before our oountrY. Castes. like different 
creeds. have disintegrated completslyour sooiety. to 
which process momentum has been added by the pre­
ponderance of· the widely different creeds in our 
sooial polity •. 'The only solvent of this situation is 
the sttitude to learn to look upon ourselves 8S our 
master the late Mr. Gokhale used to say. that we 
must be Indians first and Moelems. Hindus, ChriS' 
tians, J aine. Parsis afterwards. Some classes have 
to mske a beginning to adjust their life along these 
lines; and it must be seen how oonsiderations of· 
larger self will propel some of them to practise these 
prinCiples in life and realise the true unity of the 
800iety. 

JJ.PAN·S NOBLE ACTION. 
There was in Japan a class in existence called 

.. Ita and Hinins" whose degraded social position 
W8i\· considered so low in their sooial polity that 
evan a different set of numerals '!'ias used in counting 
that class corresponding .to Bome suoh phenomenon 
in our part of the country in counting units of indi­
genous sports and games. But Japan woke up more 
than fifty. years·sgo tathis enormity of great scan­
d .... l perpetrated on human nature and abolisbed all 
those barbarous distinctions among human beings by 
an edict in a moment. . Cannot India do any suoh 
thing nuder the new Reforms now.by state .legisla­
tion? ' While on this topic. I would like passingly 
to refer to the furioue controversy that raged round 
the·question whether social reform should be pushEd 
on in spite of people's wishes, with the help of legis­
lation.· But that oOlllroversy is buried now. !thad 
poignancy when the spirit of the administration and 
controlling forCES were mostly moulded by foreign 
spirit Bnd outside considerations. but now all our 
provincial Legislative Councils and the centrallegi­
slature are mainly Indian. composed of the repre­
sentatives . of the people and many provinces, like 
C. P .• U •. P., Bombay. Madras and the Punjab. have 

. lost . no time in introducing useful pieces of legis­
lation for the improvement of the general masses of 
the people, in social. . economic and international 
spheres. Moreover. it is further very refreshing 
and reassuring to note that many of the leading 
Indian States have utilised their legislative machi­
nery and their peculiar position of independence 
in getting Eociallegislation enacted in many matters 
of domestio sooial reform. In this connection I 
'Would, mention the names of Baroda. Mysore. Tra-

vaneore Indore. Cochin, Kashmere and Hyderabaci' 
(Deccani and other States. But it is very interesting· 
to note in this oonneotion that the British Govern­
ment. who were in the earlier days of their rule very 
keen or in any oase friendly to tbe introduotion of 
lIoclal legislation, have ohanged that attitude now. 
Their present attitude in tbis behalf seems to many of 
their admirers and friends 88 extremely halting if not 
quite hostile. and some of us would like the oentral 
legislature to be much bolder and imaginative in this 
behalf as they would be pushing on the oause of 
ge.eral upliftment of the vast masses of tbis oonntry. 
One of the grounds in support of suoh an attitude 
being that sooiety is advanoing. and it would not 
oarry out its functions vigorously with the old worn­
out clothes in the form of institutions which may 
have justifioation in their own days, but whioh need 
constant repair and readjustment in the light of the 
growing bodies requiring new clothes for tbeir full­
grown bodies. We cannot ask a young man of 25 to 
be oontent with olothes made for him when he was 
merely a boy of 10. And we would like our oountry-· 
men always to he oonsistent in re~ard to their at~i­
tude towards the ohanges that are taking plaoe in 
their daily life as a good guidanoe for their equa111 
ready attitude to look upon ohanges that are taking 
place in the sooial environment on a large Boale due 
almost to same oauses. 

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION. 
There is another most important sphere in whioh 

a colossal amount of work lies ahead of U8. I mean in 
the direotion of the improvement of conditions of life, 
in rural parts. It is a pity that the vastness of the· 
subjeot and its many-sided solutions would require 
more detailed treatment. But I must content myself 
with briefly mentioning some of the salient points; 
the first and foremost. of oourse. is the education of 
the younger generation residing in more than 700.000 
villages with the·assistance of loc~l IAaders, giving 
them as far as possible suitable seasonal oourse,as in 
Denmark. Modern improvement of course in agri­
culture. and cottage indu.tries. should not be negleot. 
ed, as industrial and vooational training should be 
gradually introduced to make education answer their 
daily needs. The ·education of the adults also by 
more attractive methods of cinema. magio lantern 
and the drama should be vigorously pushed on so aa 
to . change their outlook on life. give them ~a better 
grasp of the world situation of which they are per­
force a factor. We may in fact give tbem a new 
philosophy of life. The iml'rovement of the eoo~omio 
condition of the masses bad engaged the attention of 
the State; the greatest impediment in the way of 
such reform is the chronio indebtedness amounting 
to over a roughly estimated figure of 900 crares if 
not more. Owing to the vastness of this problem 
the British Government have not dared to formul!.te 
any scheme of debt redemption; but it is refreeh!ng 
to note in this oonneotion that .some well-meaning 
attempts are being made by small States, Bhava­
nagar under the leadership of my· friend Sir Prabha-, 
shankar Pattani being the first to put into practice 
some well-defined plan with the help of the State 
machinery. But there is. however. a very im~ortant 
direction in which the Government of India. all 
Provincial Governments and many of the leading 
Indian States took aotive measures to secure partially 
this'object of economio improvement by the introduc­
tion of the co-operative movement, which has yet to 
make a large leeway, considering the vast potenti­
alities of this great lever. . . 
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