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Topics of the IWeek.

An Unintended Bxecution,

THE unintended execution of a condemned prisc-
nerin Lahoreprovea the extreme urgency of fiiling
any administrative Jacunat hat official inquiries now
in progress may disclose. The man was ssntenced to
death by the Sessions Judge, sgainst whose judgment
he appealed to the High Court. But there his appeal
was diemissed, His subsequent petition for mercy to
the Governor and Governor-General too fared mo
betters An appeal to the Privy Council waa then
thought of as a Just resort, of wkich the losal Govern-
ment was duly spprised. Timely orders direoting
postponement of the execution of the sentence seem to
bave emanated from the Secretariat and to have even
reached the office of the Jail Superintendent a day
earlier than that fixed for the execution. Only they
were brought to his notice too late——after the man
was hanged. This regrettable tragedy would have
been averted if the officer issuing the stay order, in.
stead of regarding his duty as fully discharged the
moment the order had been delivered into the Jail
SBuperintendent’s office, had taken steps to assure
himself that it had attracted the attention of some
reaponsible person in the latter’s office, especially
because the stake was a human Jife. With telephonea

_Installed in the more important Government offices
snd with officers enjoying easy means of epeedy
transport, this could have been done without much
trouble or losg of time. This is however not to
absolve the Jail Superintendent and his staff from
blame altogether. He too should not have carried
out the sentence without getting a last-minute line-
clear meseage from the bead-quarters.  Thia |
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presupposes action ab both ends beyond the strict
requirements of official routine; but is it not wise in
guch matters to err on the side of absolute safety ¥
It is no doubt easy to be wise after the event; but
this incident clearly establishes the need of closer
touch between the head-quarters and the jail depart-
ment., Inoidentally it strengthens the case against
the continuance of such an frrevocable and unmo;li—
fiable form of punishmest as the death penalty.

* » *

Mr. Nariman's Move,

To understand properly Mr, Nariman's _ideas a8
to the future programme of the Congress, his book
which is reviewed in another column needs to be
read in conjunction with bis letter to Congressmen.
_In this he suggests the convening of‘ the All-India
Congres Committee as the first step “ to restore the
suthority of the Congress.”  With the. letter are
enclosed drafts of resolutions to be considered . by the
‘A.I O. C. From these it is clear beyond doubt that
what be wants the Committee to do is to ravgka the
yegolution passed by the Working Committee in
January 1932 by which the inauguration of mass civil
disobedience was authorised, The eancellation of thag
resolution will automsticalily lead to the abandonment
of the oivil disobedience movement inoluding the no-
rent and no-tax campaigns, Inshort it will put a stop
to all the emergency meagures ‘sanctioned by the
Working Committee and make the Congress organi-
gation function normally. Supposing that action as
suggested by Mr. Nariman is takem by the A.L.C.C,
Congress cannct be regarded as renouncing its free.
dom to resort to non~co-cperation and eivil disobedi-
ence as political weapons for all time. In faot it is
proposed that the present campaign should be called
off “ in view of altered political conditions and as a
matter of political expediency ” and “ regardless of
the attitude of the Government ™ only after rejterate
ing the faith of the Congress in those weapons,

‘What the official Congress programmae 1< to be
after the present campaign is formally declared io.
be at an end is a matter for the AIC.C. te decide,
But if the Congress should decide again to play its
proper role in politics as an organ of national opi-
nion, Mr. Nariman would have it organise a pational
convention in order to work for the rejeation of the
‘White Paper snd to bring about a communal settle-
ment, Opinion in Congress circles on the points
raised in Mr. Nariman's letter is being canvassed at
present in different provinoes and & meeting of the
AILCC., would be requisitioned, so0 we vead his
letter, only if & majority is found to support the pro-
posed course of action. Mr, Neriman has been
assured by Mahaima Gandhi that in case the majo-
rity of the A.LC.C. members approved the principle
underlying the suggested ochange in the Congress
programme, he for one :would not resist it. If, as
seems clear, the main purpose of the contemplated A.

T.C.C. meeting i to register the formal renuncia-
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tlon of the civil disobsdience movement, GGovern-
ment would be committiog a grave blunder if, as is
reported, they are thinking of prohibiting the mest-
ing. The mere fact of the convening:of the A.IC.
€. is tantamount o a resolve on the part of a majo-
rity of responsible Congressmen’ to end the present
impasse between the Congress and Government by
stopping, so far as they are concerned, -their mon-vio-
lent war with the Government, The banning of
st;tlsh a meeting by Government is simplyunthink-
able,

L] * *

Mr. Horniman’s Advice to Congress.

Until not very long ago the Congress enjoyed
the proud position of being the deliverer of goods.
Since it has failed to deliver the goods, Mr. Horniman,
editor of tha Bombay BSentinel, contends that it is
necessary for it “to change its whole strategy and
tactios and adopt an entirely new programme.” Fail-
ing this, he says it will get ‘‘no public support.” In
urging the desirability of the abandonment of eivil
disobedience, he says:

The only remedy for the present inert condition of the
country is to get the Congress at work again as a living
organisation. And that can only :ba done by frankly
abandoning the inane and insane attempts to revivify a
oorpse and admitting that Oivil Disebedience is:* down
and out * and setting about the prepatation of a new pro-
gramme and new methods.

Any attempt to compromise with the decision to aban-
don Qivil Disobedlencs by thé Congress Exeoutive or the
A, I O.0.'when it meets, will meet with no response
from the country. It will mean that the Congress must
loze the confidence of the country,

And, it is easentisl to remember, that in the past, the |

Congress has advanced on its glorious carser, not: only
by she efforts of its own members, but becauve ‘it has
always had the baoking of the country.

‘Withont that sympathy and support of the vast maus of
the people who are unable to participate inits aotivities,
it would not, and will not make headway.

* * *

Reactionary and Unimpressive.

The transfer of law and order in Bengal is
opposed generally on the ground that the Congress
being in the ascendant would dominate the
logislature, that the Ministry would consist of Con-
gressmen who are in touch 'with the terrorists and
that therefore the Minister concerned would very
weakly handle the terrorist evil, if he did not encour.
age it. Such in fact waa the line of reasoning followed
by Mr, Miils, a retired Police Officer from Bengal,
who gave evidence before the Joint Select Committee.
But his basic assumption about the possible ascend-
anoy of tbe Congress in the Bengal legislature was
proved to ba without foundation and the superstructure
based on it naturally came down like a house of cards.
Lord Zetland brought to his notice the fact that in
a house of 250, there would be 119 Muslims, 25 Eurg-
peans and 4 Anglo-Indians, hardly any of whom
could be suspected of pro-terrorist aympathiss. Then
there would 30 men belongingto the Depressed classes,
most of them anti-Congress, so that the Hindu element
whioch is oredited with pro-terrorist sympathies would
be in & minority, Even if Mr, Mills' contention that |
a sprinkling of Mahomedan and Depressed olass
members would be secretly sympathising ‘with terro-
rist motivities is aoccepted without question, the
position is not materially altered. When thus con- ;
fronted with the figures of the composition of - the !
futura Bongal legislature Mr. -Milla was unable to :
justify his position to anybody’s -satisfaction ; and |
the Committee had littie diffioulty in 'seeing
that it was & weak ocase he - was pleading,

Granting for argument’s sake that the popular Mint-
ster would weaken in kis handling of terrorism, how
was it that, in spite of the fact that law and order is
at present a reserved subject in chsrle of a Civilian,
the evil had-not.yet been reotdd out-#3:Mr. Mills was

asked to' explain'¢he-phenothenoths! The only light

he oduld throwionthe point was that the Government

did not take sufficientist’ stringetit’ powers for the

purpose, To the question why this was so, he had oo
satisfactory angwer to give. But parhaps Mr, Mills
never bargained for being expected to support his
statements by facts. His want of facts he made up
by strength of language, Of the antiquated nature of
hig views his demand for the permanent retention on
the statute book of the special ordinanoe laws desling
with terrorism and the addition too of * something on
the lines of the Rowlatt Act ™ is a sufficiently cons
vinoing proof. We should notbe surprised if the

general impression of the Commitkee was that Mr,

Mills had weakenod an already weak oase,

- The other witness who accompanied him was
Mr. French, a retired District Magistrate from Bengall
He was opposed to the very idea of planting parlia-
mentary institutions in India, his view being that
they can never succeed in Eastern lands. Unfortu-
nately for him he cannot have itall his own -way.
Else he would have repealed even the1919 (Govern-
ment of India Act, as he was frank enough to admit
in his reply to Sir S8amuel Hoare, How uptodate and
accurate is his knowledge sbout Indian eonditions
can be seon from the fach that he was oonsistently
under the impression that the Csloutta Municipal
Corporation was * superseded "or * suspended " #ill
Sir Phiroze Sethna ook an occasion to correct his
belief. .

* * %
Sir Sivaswamy Alyer on University Education,

HAVE Indian Universities failed or succeedsd ?
This question is very often asked and has a vital con-
nection with the country’s future. It was examined
at some length by Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer in his
thoughtful convocation address to the Lucknow Uni-
versity on Saturday last. Said he on the point:

While the ressarch fanction ‘of the university should
be regarded sy vital in the intereats of the country, itis
not possible to expest the generality of the graduatos to
devcte themselves 'to research work in afterlife. All
that ean be, and should be, expected is that they should
acquire the elements of liberal culture, the desire and
cspacity to add to their stock of knowledge snd a
lively senss of their raspensibilities aw citizens. The
traditional learning of the country in the ancient Sastras
and liseraturo 'was.in times gone by songht after by our
people from a love of knowledge for its own sake and
for the distinotion of scholarship. Economie donditions
have undergone a great change and the poverty of ocur
students and ‘their struggls for existence prevent them
from pursaing knowledge molely for its own sake amd
with the same disinterested ardonr. Thera is no good
in blaming them for having an eye on the worldly n#-
vantages of ednoation. Nevertheless the love of know-
ledge must even in their own 'interests appeal to them
and the suscess of the university must be judged by the
extent to whioh it has succeeded in moulding the
intellectud] tastes and habits of its alumni and by their
attainments, charaoter and onlturs. That a large nember
of our' graduates do' attain to these standards I am
ready to concede. But I have grave doubta whather
this oah be afiirmed of the average produsts of our univer-
sities.. Edoocation implies not merely the reading 've
undaratanding of the presoribed text-books, but the habit
-of reading for oneself, the training of the intellect in
reasoning and fudgment and the possession of & certain
atore of knowledge and information un mutters essential

for the oonverse and condwot of lifs, It may be that t-l:'o
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soqpinition of useful informasion and gensral knowledge
is & process largely to be gone through in the secondary
sohool stage — but it cannot be maid that the university
has no responsibility in the matter, or that it is oreditable
t0 a university to set its hall-mark upon gradusies who
aredevold of any information or knowledgenpon matters of
gonoral interent ... Many of the students have not aoquired
even the habis of sonmniting .a dictionary. The narrow
range of their intelleotnal interests oan be judged from
the quality of the books and journals they read. A nuo-
iversity education.whioh has failed to kindle among its
ondergradutea s desire for wide reading and & thirst for
knowledge has so far failed af its purposs. So also shovld
T consider the university to have failed in the discharge of
its funetions if it has not imbued its students with the
elements of liberal cultura. :

Articles,
INDIA’S CASE FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT.

HE memorandum submittted by Sir Tej Bahadur
. Sapru in conjunction with some other delegates
to the Joint Seleot Committee when it adjourned
in July last and the memorandum now submitted by
practically the entire British Indian delegation have
just been published. They may be said to present
India’s cege for self-government to the British autho-
rities. The case of oourse is unanswerable and has
been very foroibly though moderately expressed, It
was neocessary to put in these memaranda, for the pro-
ceedings of the Round Table Conference and the Joint
8elect Committee have been go protracted and were at
times marked by such internal differences among
Indisns themselves that they are likely to hava left
the British publio, who are the final arbiters in this
matter, somewhat confused and puzzled as to what
exactly India wants. The abstention of nationalist
politicians in & body from the Committee’s examina-
tion and the predomirance of reactionaries among
the witnesses who appeared before it did not help
forward the British publio’s political education on
India either. It would thersfore ba well for such men
in Great Britain as take an interest in Indian affairs
o have a dooument or two handy to whiok they oan
turn for a succinot and clear exposition of India’s
case, When they will read the Committee's report,
they will find missing from it a report of the Indian
delegates who co-operated with the Committee. The
two memoranda, and partioularly the one submitted
more recently, will for them take the place of the re-
. port of the Indian asseszors. It would sppear remark-
able to the British people that, with the exception
of the Furopean delegates, the whole British Indian
delegation should present one unanimous statement
of views. To us in India this is by no means strange,
for we all knew that when once the communal ques.
tion wags taken out of the political arena, all were
sgreed—Hindus ard Muslims, Parsis and Sikhs,
Labour and depressed class advooates~—that as large
a measure of self-government as was immedistely
practioable should be conferred upon India at the
present moment, and the memorandum puts forth this
demand cogently and forcefully.

It aska first of all that the Constitution Aot itself

should make it olear that dominion status was the
goal towards which India's constitution was toevolve.
Everyone realisos that this will not bring full ree-
pongible government any nearer, but if, as the memo-
randum argues, even solemn declarations by His Ma~
jesty the King Emperor and his representatives are
treated as having no legal force, India must demand
that the matter be put finally beyond dispute by pro-
_viding for it in the preamble of a statute. Having
thus settled the destination end the direction of
India’s constitutional advanoe, the memorandum pro«
ceeds to discuss the question of the inauguration of
fodoration, on which the present scheme of reforms is

| based. Here it is manifest that the later memoran

dum exhibits much less apprehensiveness than the

oaxlier, for by the flux of time some of the doubis

that sarrounded this question in the minds of Indian

politicians are in the process of being dissipated.

It may now be taken for granted that unless some

unforeseen orisin makes its appearance, federation

will come about and come about socon. Af the third

Round Table Conference two antecedent conditions
were laid down by the British (Government, upon the

fulfilment of which the actual formation of federa-

tion was to depand. One of these was the establish-
ment and successful functioning of a Reserve Bank,

The setting up of the Bank is no longer in qaestion;
and we may all reasonably anticipate that the Bank,

when it begins to operate, will work to the satisfac-
tion of all. Subsidiary to this main conditicr, an

improvement in the financial position was also

required in two directions, viz. reduction of short

term debt and rehabilitation of a normal export sur-
plus on merchandiss acoount Happily, the couuntry

is well on the way towards the oconsummation of this
result. This condition therefore need not hold for us
the terrors that it did in July when the Sapra memo-
randum was submitted, The second oondition gov~
erning the oreation of a federal government was the
acoession of a sufficient number of Indian States,
Even in July and still .earlier we were really free
from nervousness on this soore. It is true that Sir
Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Jayakar at the end of the
third Round Table Conference saw fit to demand res-
ponsible government for British Indis alone in case

Indian States were found unwilling to join the fed-
eration or unduly to procrastinate in the matter. Buk
this demand was made at the time mnot so muoch
because Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru really foared that the
States might hang back, as because he desired to put
his case for an early establishment of federation on
s wholly unshakable basis in any conoeivable con-
tingencies and to leave no kind of exounse for the
British Government to deny responsible government

to British India. Federation is therefore no longer
in any reasonable doubt; even ao, following the
suggestion of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru’s memorandum,
the memorandum of the British Indian delegatiom
asks that a date should be fixed by the Constitution

Act for the inauguration of federation, giving power

at the same time to the Brifish Government $o post-
pone the date if circnmstances mow not foreseesble

should make it necessary.
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The memorandum devotes only . two brief para-
graphs to the clearing of ground in this way, and
the rest of it conecerns itself with making constructive
suggestions as to the changes required in the White
Paper proposals in order that the reservations acoom-

panying the proposed transfer of power should in fact .

be such “ as not to prejudice the advance of India
through the new constitution to full responsibiliiy
for her own government,” as declared by the Prime
Minister. All the safeguards are then examined in
detail, and suggestions made for their relaxation and
for enlargement of the scope of transfer so that the
acheima, thus altered, may * satisfy moderate public
opinion in India,”” But the improvement that the
memorandum suggests in regard to fufure constitu-
tional growth surpasses in -importance all these
-detailed suggestions, Premising that no Grand In-
quests should hereafter be necessary, it suggests, first,
that the Indian legislatures should he empowered to
initiate proposals for eonstitutional changes, it being
required by statute 5o place these proposals before
Parliament, and, secondly, that, “ except in a few
strictly limited cases” Parliamentary legislation
should be unnecessary to implement thess proposals,
certain changes being capable of effectuation by the
Indian legislatures themselves, Indian opinion has
always sot & very great store upon this point, for it is
obvious that our countrymen will be more easily
raconciled to a constitution somewhat unsatisfactory
in the initial stages, if they feel assured that fufure
development will be easy, if not automatic. It is fo be
earnestly hoped that the British Parliament will un-
derstand Indian feeling in the matter in all its in-
teneity and do all that is reasonably practicable to
meet it satisfactorily,

The improvements suggested in the memorandum
follow familiar lines ; but in some places very shrewd
observations are made which go to show how reactio-
nary the Government's proposals are or how unrea-
sonable their attitude is. For instance, while deal-
ing with the Army, the memorandum points out that
the Governor-General, assisted by & Counsellor
sppointed at his discretion, will be the sole authority
exercising control over Army policy, and that this
arrangement will ia fact abolish even the small share
$hat Indians now have in millitary control. For at
present the Governor-General in Council is the body
6o which all matters connected with the Army are
referred for final decision, and in these decisions this
hady qontaining at least three Indian Councillors take
part, The chinge that {s now contemplated will thus
make the position worse, speaking constitutionally at
any rate, for Indians, Having driven this point home,
the Committee goeson topreas for the gelection of
the Army Counsellor from among non-official Indians,
g0 that the retrogression that is involved in the propos-
od arrangements may be counterbalanced. What the
memorandum says in connexion with the Army holds
good in fact for foreign affairs, the other important
reserved depariment. There would be the same worsen-
ing of the constitutional position, though neither the
British Indian delegation's memorandum nor the
Sapru memorandum suggeste that the Foreign

Affairs Counsellor should be chosen from the ranks
of non-official Indians.

In discussing the financial safeguards, the
British Indian delegation point out in their
memorandum that * if India had utilised the money
which she contributed towards the expenditure
on the Great War to wipe out her sterling
obligations, the sterling debt to-day would have been
very small, ” and it is the sterling debt, in the interest
of the security of which financial safeguards are
chiefly formulated. If any argument can expose the
unfairness of the financial safeguards which are pro-
posed to be imposed upon India, the argument given
sbove should do eo, and if any appeal to the sense
of honour of Great Britain can be successful, the
following sentiment with which the argument is clin-
ched ought to suceeed: “Nothing would exasperate
Indian public opinion more than the realisation of'
the fact that the enormous sacrifices that India
had made have actually become the justification for
impediments in the way of her' oconstitutional
advance.” ‘Tt would be superfluous for Indian readers
to be informed in detail of the specific amendments

-which the memorandum suggests, for they are being

repeated almost daily in every newspaper in India,
but we would instance only two in order to show
how thoroughly acceptable to Indian opinion these
amendments would be. It says, in respect to the
fiscal convention, that it is necessary “ to recognise
by statute India’s freedom to regulate her fiscal policy
without any reservations or qualifications.” In
respeot to commeroial disorimination, it says that pro-
hibition of discrimination should not be provided for
in the constitution, but that the sommercial intereats
of India and England should be left to evolvesa
friendly settlement by negotiation, or if that is not
possible, it might be provided that discriminatory
legislation should require the previous assent of the
Governor-General, it being Iaid down however * that
the assent should mnot be refused unless the object of
the legislation is ‘not so much to promote Indian
commerce as to injure British commerce,’™ the eri-
terion employed by the Simon Commission in order
to determine whether any particular application of
diserimination wag just or mot. The authors of the
British Indian delegation’s memorandum and Sir
Tej Bahadur Sapru have indeed done a good piece of
work redounding to their own credif snd to the

country’s profit.

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND LAND REFORM.

HE points raised in the letter of Mr. T. R. Venka-
T tarama Sastri published in the last issue of the
SERVANT OF INDIA deserve the most respectful and
oareful consideration. In the third part of his letler
he gave us & most pleasing pioture of the happy
and cordial relations which hsve subsisted for five
generations between his family es landowners and
three or four families of hereditary femants. It is
most gratifying that he and his ancestors delighted
to walk the “more snoient way"” which imbued “the
owner of property with a sense of his duty.” Indeed,
it would be an unforgivable piece of vandalism to
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udely disturb the even tenor of the well-established
end cordial inter-relations betwesn the benevolent
landlord and the loyal tenant, both bent on follow-
ing the ancient path of duty, Alas| all landlords
ate not Venkatarama BSastris, nor all tenants like
his own, * Western” individualism hkas, as Mr.
8astri ruefully admits, made great inroads on the
* ancient gocialism " of India, It has henoe become
necessary to-oheck ite uncontroiled and therefore
harmful effects by legislative action intended to save,
rastore and sustain as muoh of the ancient eocisalistio
texture of Indian life as possible, Law need come into
operation only when custom faile to sustain & good
tradition. It is, of oourse, best to eduoate property
in its duty ; it will never be superflucus. Duty will
then be rendered willingly and oheerfully. But law
must be in the background as a atandby,

As regards the effect of the recent land legisla-
tion in Madras, Mr, Sastri corrected us by stating
that i did touch rents and gave the tenant the right
to “ fair rents,"” Buté bis further statement that the
courts were direoted to presume the current rents,
admittedly competitive renis, as * fair”, robs the
right of almost all its value. The courts are not free
to determine fair rents;they are obliged more or
less to stabilise the current competitive rents, Judi-
olal rents will not be fair rents.

'We would like to believe that people invest their
moneys in land more for the revenue it gives them
than for the pure love of the eoil or for just the pri-
vilego of being landowners, though stray exceptions
may oertainly be found. Ocoupanoy right is valuable
o the tenant inasmuch as it automatically stabilises
rent and prevents the arbitrary enhancement there-
of. With fixity of tenure ia inextrieably linked fixity
of rent, though not fair rent: If fixity of tenure
halves the value of land, ag Mr, Sastrl coniends, it
Is the most damaging and conclusive evidence
of the unconscionable and arbitrary wuse of the
landlord’'s superior power to screw up rents, The
“ prospective right to further rackrent” is anii-
. sooisl and should be eliminated. '

The real and the most difficult problem is to
devise measures by which the landlords, while
retaining to themselves all legitimate rights in
their lands, shall, at the same time, be not
free to rackrent the tonants, The owner shall not
forfeit the right to resume his land for bona fide
cultivation by himself or for other legitimata pur-
poses. At the same time, the tenant shall not be
compelled te pay more than fair rent. Mr. Sastrl is
right when he saya that all atterpts to abolish com-
petitive rents have been in vain. We would fain
believe that the failure was due to the fact that such
sttempts in the past were directed towards limiting
the power of the landlords and not towards ensuring
the benefit of it to the actual cultivator, What the land-
lord wasa deprived of did not acorue to the benefit of
the outivator but of the middleman, Wa would ventura
to suggest that the problem should be tackled at the
other end, as it were, Finly of fenure and fair reni
should be made theinvariable incidents of all leases, subject
to resumption of the land by the superior constructive

holder under certain legitimate and . defined condi,
tions, ag, for instance, bona fde cultivation or house
conetruotion or working of minerals. A person is
either a ocultivator or a rentier, If the latter, he shall
receive fair rents and not competilive rents: if the
former, he will take the risks of cultivation. As an
owner-cultivator, he shall receive what would cor-
respond to the dividend which a share-holder inan
industrial eoncern will get and which varies with the
fortunes of the business; as a rentier, ho shall get
what would correspond to the fixed interest on pre-
forence shares or debentures, The owner may be a
ocultivator getting dividend, or a rentier getting
interest. An owuer-rentier may convert himself into
an owner-cultivator by resuming the land. If sub-
sequently he wishes to relinquish the responsibilities
and risks of cultivation he should be free to become
arentier. All that he should be prevented from doing
is totake wunfair advantage of the un-equal coms
petition between himself and his tenant to exact oom-
petitive rents,

By linking oceupanecy right and fair rent with all
1eages, the tenant gets substantial security of tenure
and judicial rents, freedom to make the most of the
goil, freedom to let out land temporarily and resume
it again when required for cuitivation by himself,
The land-holder will retain the status which owner-
ship confers, the right to fair rent and the right to
resume the land for certain bona fide purposes,

It will be much like the ryotwari system, where
the aseéssment is not based on competition but on
principles approximating to the living wage and fair
rent and the pat!{dadars need pay no more 'than tkat.
At present the pattedars are not invariably the oul-
tivators, Many of them sublet their lands on coms-
petitive rents, which system benefits neither tha State
nor the oultivators. If, however, every lease carries
with it fixity of tenure and fair'rent the patfadar
will be a oultivator.

It may be that competitive rents will
somehow reassert themselves in spite of the best
efforts to abolish them ; what the lessor is preventsd
from taking as competitive rent he may attempt to
take as premium whon the lease is granted. The
ideal may never be reached. But all reform should
tend towards thatend, '

“ WHITHER CONGRESS?”

HOSE who have followed Mr. Narimar’s doings
sinoce his release a fow wecks ago must not have

_ failed to note that though a Congressman to the
oore, he is by no means a blind foliower of Mahatma
Qandhi or even of his political philosophy. A perusal
of his recent publication* confirms that impression.
Whereas to the Mahatma raligion and polities are
ingeparable, Mr. Nariman vehemently pleada for the
one being divorced from the other. RBut he is not
alone in thus differing from the Mahatms on the
fundamentals of Congress policy. He tells us that
“ the inevitable conflict between two fundamentally
different idealogies, the spiritual idealism vs. poli-
tioal realism ™ has existed betweent Mahatmas Gandhi

* “WHITHER CONGRESS!” By K. F. NaBIMaX.
(A BO?:SY Book Depot, Girason, Bombay.) 1933. 20om, 145p,
a, . "
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and his followers for over twelve years., That this
combinsntion of dissimilat fordes should have so long
sabsisted without any opan revolt against the leaders
ship of the Mahaima who, we are told, is more
indulgent to his foes than he is * ruthless, unbending
and adamant towards his devoted and faithful

followers” bears eloquent festimony td the sense of }

unquestioned loyalty of the latter. But even their
attachment to their leader was pat to a gevere strain
by the decisions of the Poona Conference of July last.
Anyhow they have made Mr, Nariman giveunreserved
expresgion to his keén dissatisfaction with the
Mahatmha's recent leadership. It is indeed too true
that good sometimes comus out of avil.

For the present standstill in Congress activition
Mz, Nariman holds the Paona Conference largely
responsible. Its aunthorisation of the Mahatma to ask
for an interview with the Viceroy was, in his opinion,
" a colossal blunder.” The Mahatma'’s anxiety to
interview Lord Willingdon would have bedhn
understandable if it was expected to lead €0 sny
conetitutional settloment. Of this however there
was not the ghost of a chance. In factthe Mahatms
himself seemed to have been under no illusion on

‘the poini and had expressly disclaimed any idea of

discussing constitutional issties with Lord Willingdon
should he have an opportunity of meeting him face
to face; but he romehow expected peace to result from
it, even “ though the Congress political goal is not
satisfied.” Mr. Nariman rightly fastens upon this
statoment of the Mahatma to prove that wheii paople
talk about the fight restarted on August 1st last being
dntended for the attainment of Swaraj or even
some polifical advance they talk without the book.
That fight was really for the vindication of what the
Mahatma chose to oall the “ national right” of an
unconditional interview. M?¥, Nariman's digapproval
‘of the Poona Conference's action oanhot iowever be
Jnterpreted as signifying hisapproval of Lord Willing-
don's refusal to ges the Mahatma. In {act he takes the
Qovernment severely to task for their failure to
appease what he terms the Mahatma's * harmless,
though rather silly, whim or fantasy for an inter-
view.” But what is even more gailing to Mr. Nari-
‘mari is the “spineless lip-sealing™ of thosé mssembled
at Pooaa, If only they had firmly stuck to their
gune and had fearlessly opposed the Mahatma's pro-
posal] to seek the interview to the extent, if need be,
of practisirig satyagrahd agsinst kim, the subse-
quent humiliation to the nation would havé been
saved, He thersfore puts his finger on thé right
chord when he gays that the banishment of this kind
of “ oringing, eraving herd-mentality " is the first
essontisl for the re-instatemont of the Congress in
public estimation.

For the campaign of individual civil disobedi~
ence whioh, as Mr. Nariman will hot have failed to
note, was started in defiance of the decision of the
Poona Conference and which is now supposed to be
an fmportant item of the Congress programme, Mr,
Narimean has not a good word to say:. There is
.nething surprising in thin, He ia no believer in the

principie of a * change of Leart” in thw ryulers which:

#0 muoh pways the Mahatma: If such a thing weére
poesible, Irish troubles, Mr. Nariman argues, should
have been over with the death of Mr. MacSwiney as &
result of his prolonged hungerstrike and Indian

political prisoners should have had no room ‘whatever
to complain as regards the treatment meted out to them
in jaile, in proteat against which Jatin Das 1aid down'

his life. But such a thing has not come to pass and

it is & sheer futility to pin one's faith on iselated per-

-sonal suffering induoing in the rulers a kindlfer
and a more sympathetic frame of mind towsrds the ru«
Jed, Mr. Nariman however does hot tanbod dirent aotton
altogether, He and those whom he represents boliste

that * direct action of whatever form, violent or non™
violenit, must be effeotive, potential, powerful, coev
cive enough to ¢redte safficiont impredsion od thé
opponents and to-serve as an irresistible, stroug,
driving force to achieve the object.” It was be-

.cause the 1930 oivil disobediencs campaign satisfied

all these atéributes that he dlaims that it oulminated
in the Gandhi-Irwin paot followed by Mahatma
(tandhi's participation i’ the R. T. C. When direct
action ceases for any remson whatever to be the
political weapon it is intended to be, thete is no
justifioation “fot its continuance for a day lotiger fql'
any other considaration.” On the contrary, “a weak,
ineffactive, fmpotont, ridiculous form of “ Direct
Action” is more harmful and worse"”, in Mr, Nariman's
opinion, “than no Direct Action at all.” Whils
Mr, Nariman and’ thosé of his way of thinking
would not hesitaté o undergo any sacrifices if the
oivil disobediones camphign on the 1930 acale was
to be ravived, they wouid "‘grudge to wasto & brass
farthing for this 1933 lifeless affair,” whioh strikes
him as nothing better than “ an impotent, fruitiess
fiasoo. At the same timé he makes no seoret of
the fact that & redewal of the mass movement
is impoadible, &t sny rate for gome time to aome,

It will be seen from what has been said above
that Mr, Ndriman is positive that the civil discbedi-
ence movement must be unconditionally called off and
that this aotion should be tsken without regard to
the attitude of the Government. An abandonment of
the movement is all that the Government expeot of
the Congress, as authorftative utterances have made
clear, in order to enable them to stop the enforcement
of their repressivé policy, When this is done, the
war between the Government and the Congress will
have come to an énd and with it too “the deplorable
Gandhi-Willingdon politicsl stalemsate,” This will
enkure the Congress ceming into its own and onoce
again ocoupying in national affairs its former rank
of the premier political organisation. What pro-
grammé of work it should then chalk out for itself,
whether it should encourage éonnoil-entry or persist
in the boyoott of the councils, ara matters which may
be decided by itseif, perhaps st a special session; but
Mr. Nariman is anxious that they should not be
mixed up with the main question of the withdrawal
of ofvil disobedietice. He suggests that the first task -
to which the revived Congress may sot its hand
shonld be' & considered pronouncement on the con-
gtitutional issue and the achievement of * cemplete
national unity " so as to present a united front to the
British Government on it. Thé outlook for this con-
summation msy appear to some to be far from bright;
but Mr. Nariman is sabguine enough to balieve that
an agreement on the “ main fundamental politioal
prinoiples " between different political parties and
communities may be possible. The success of the Con-
gresa it Beeuring the co-operation of varions parties
in the preparation of the Neohru report in 1928 leads
Mr, Nariman to entertain this hope ; but he must not
lose sight of the fact that the situation ab the present
day presents more numerous difficulties in the way of

"the repetition of the matvel and in ddy vase the

comnmunal award introduces a complication _whioh
makes one almost despair of bringing all parties and
communities on a common platform. Bt_:t an attempt
in that direction is certainly worth making.

In spite of his differences, which appear really to
be frreconoilable, with the Mahatma, Mr, Nariman is
unable to contsmplate his deposition from the leader-
ship of the Congress—a$ any ¥até nob until another
Mahatma * is diséovered who oan have the same hold -
on the masses a8 he has,” That does not mean thathe
would hereafter allow Mahatma Gandhbi uncontrolled
sway over the national organisasion, In this conneo-
tion he sighs for the days when Pandif Motilal Nehra
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-acted as the political task-master for the Mahatms,
the sombination of the two bemg more than & matoh
for & dozen coupled such a8 Willingdon and Hoare.”

But since it would be long before we sat our eyeson
the like of the late Pandit, Mr. Nariman would have

- Political Board of Control over the Mahatma to |

prevent, we guppose, the latter from making a mess
‘of national politios by giving it too daep a spiritual
or religious tinge. Whether the Mahatma will con-
gent to work in the leading-strings of such a body is
another matter. Anyhow his past disoourages such
& hopa,

. The abdication by the Congress of its proper
function of political leadership is harmful from more
than one point of view. But its ohief injury lies in
the encouragement such n state of affairs affords ta
“ contemptible little traders ' to coms out in the open
and compate with “the principal cantral firm.”
It needs no very deep knowledge. of oontemporary

évonts to divine to whom M¥. Nariman rofers zd
disparagingly; the reference is8 obvionsly to the
Congress Damooratio Party in Bombay and the sew
Swam] party started in Madras under Mr, Batya~
murti's leadsrship.

What has baen said above w1ll it is hopad, glve
the reader an idea as fo the line of thought genarally
followed in Mr, Nariman’a book. Ho raprasents s 14igé
volume of opinion in Congrasa cirgles which favours
a new vorientation of its programma. with a view ¢
preventing the present deadlock in Congress affairs
doing irreparable national injury, which will be the
oase if it is allowed to coatinue for any length of tim#,
He has not minced mattersand had at the sama time not
imported any kind of bitterness into his- discnssion of
the situation. There is no doubt he has done & distintt
national service in thus pleading for & ochange in the
Congress programme—a plea which deserves to evoke
sympat:hetm response from all Congressmen.

FEDERATION AND INDEPENDENOE

HAVE tried to show in previous articies that the

federstion that {s proposed to be established in

India is, both in fact and intent, a foroed one to
whioh the people in British Indis and Indian States
thay poesibly submit involuntarily, but to which
they have not given the willing consent thatis held
-bverywhate to be an Indispensable pre-requisite $o the
formation of a federal union, not to be dissolved in any
olroumstances at any futura time, Our federation will,
like other federations, be incapable of being cancelled
in future; but, unlike them, it will also be incapable
of being modified even by a rigid amendment proce-
fure such as is thought appropriate to federal consti-
tutions, Impossibls to overthrow, and imposaible to
alter, the foderation which is being imposed upon
India is one which all Indian politioians of whatever
Pparanasion ought to resist at all costa.

But there is & special roason which makes such
rosistance partfoularly incumbent upon Congressmen,
pledged as they are to necure purna swarajya or complete
fndependence. It may ba opon to them, intent though
$hey be upon severanos of the British tie, to hammer
vut a constitution in conjunction with others who
inaist upon maintaining the &le, provided however
that the constitution so framed leaves the door open
40 eventual secemsion. It would only mean that the
establishment of & sovereign independent state whiok
ia their.ultimate goal being impossible of sehieve
ment in the immediate fature, they are willing té
-oonsider in the interint period schemes of political
development of & lewd? order. But no such soherie
“would nierlt their attention o# enlist their support if
1t should prejudge the question of secessioh in the
‘negative and maka it impossible for India to step out
of the Empire when she attains the necessary strength
todoso. In faoh they would be bound by thefr
.principles first to thwark the formulation and then o
wreok the functioning of euch & goheme.

Pandit Motflal Nehm aud other leaders of the
Congress movement jofned with othet parties in
‘the All-Parties' Conference in 1928 and producsd a
“joint report outlining & dominion constitution accept-
‘able to all. But there was atill a dxﬁ‘erenoe in the

| attitude of different p&rtxes to 1b Whlle othér partien
gave in their adhesion to the constibition as = final
arrangement and as the oulm ination-of thei# poli-
tioal ambitions, .Congressmen oould &ocoept it only
provigionally, as one falling short of their aspirations
but yet fit to work for the time being., Pandit Nehru
deemed it necossary to mak e clear beyond doubt the
oconditions on which he had gi ven his co-operation
to the Committee and acoepted its reoommendatmns.
It would be well to refresh our memory with the
cautionary words he used at the time. The Com~
mittee’s report has this paragraph : ,

#Our deciding, as & Committee, in favour of suoh a
Constitution simply means that the maximum Aegres ' of
agresmeont was only obtainable én this basis;. Is doss not
mean that any individual Congressman, much lesw $he
Congreas iteelf, had given up or toned down the goal of
ocomplete independence. Those who believe in this goal
retain the fullast right to work for it. But the maximum
agreement thas reached will, wo tfust, ssrve as & satis-
faotory basie for s oomstitution which all parties ohn
units to work without prejudice to the right of auy party
ot individual to go further ahead.”

For Congressmen dominion status was only a step-
ping-stone toindependence, which they felt compelled

by the basio principles of theix party to work up to

when time for it was ripe. But it is obvious that no
constitution would receive their support even as =
transitional arrangement which did not leave the
question of severanes of the Britigh connectiom at
least open for future decision. If it closed the door
on separation, it would be the raligious duty of the
Congress to obstruct its inauguration by every means
open to it.

The federation now being forged is suoh a eon-
stitution ; whether it will faocilitate our advancs to
dominion status or not may be open 0 question, but

_that the maximum oonstitutional development attain-

able within its ambit is represented by domimion
status and that it rules out, permanently and irrevoo-
ably, attainment of the status of an independent state
is beyond a shadow of doubt. The federation will be

between British India and the Indian States. To the

former it is possible bo make a bid for Independence ;
it is only & question of expediendy, feastbility and pra.
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stical wisdom with it. But to the latter it is not open
to contemplate such & step. His Highness the Maha-
raja of Bikaner, who has thought out these problems
more carefully than any of the ruling Princes, made
the States’ position clear at onme of the earliest mest-
ings of the Round Table Conference. He said that
the Princes were willing to consider the propositionof
faderation put before the Conference by Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapru on behalf of India; but he added: “Our willing-
ness to consider federation is subject to two essen-
tisl and broad econditions,” the first of which is
“ that India retains the British connexion as an
equal partner in the British Commonwealth of
Nations.” The difference in the attitude of the non-
Congress politicians who gat on the All-Parties
Committee in 1928 on the one hand and that of the
Princes at the R. T. C. in 1930 and later on the ofher
should be noted. The former agreed to leave the
final destination{of India’s political advance deli-
berately undecided in order that the Congress whose
views on the subject were different from #&heirs
might be enabled to .co-operate with them. The
latter have made it & condition precedent to their
entering on constitutional parleys that the consti-
$ution framed thereat shall have for its basis the
maintenance of the British connexion.

Nor is this maintenance of the British connexion
a matter of temporay expediency with the Princes,
‘which is liable to undergo a change with changed
circumetances, The adherence fo the British connex-
ion which they profess certainly results from inner
conviction in the case of all the Princes, but even if
they did not believe in it they would still b under
an obligation, moral and legal, to. maintain the
British connexion., For their treaties require it, and
these treaties they cannot set aside at any time in
future. As the Mahsrajs of Bikaner himself said,

‘the Indian States sre * linked with the Crown by |

means of treaties (£ capital ) of ‘perpetual alliance

and friendship. ” The treaties are perpetual; or at

any rate “they are binding until they may be amend-
ed, and they can only be amended by negotiation

and bonourable agreement on 'both sides, ” In

other words, independence will be possible under
federation only when the power from whom indepens
dence is sought allows it. The Congress party joined
the All-Partiss Committee only because it was re-
presented to it that dominion siatus in fact conferred

dence and that its inferiority counsisted only in
juridical form, and, what is more, that even this no-
‘tional inferiority consisting in allegiance to the
Crown oan be cured by a dominion at its own will,
without reference to the British (Government, inas-
much as dominion status implies the right of seces-
sion from the Empire, as can be proved by many
suthoritative pronouncements of British statesmen.

That this interpretation of the rights of a dominion .

was correot is strikingly proved by what has trans-
pired between the Governments of the United
‘Kingdom sand of the Irish Free State in connexion
with the dispute about three bills amending the Free
State’s copstitution, In this dispute all that

| same time hold & position of indepsndence

a plenitude of power in no way inferior to indepan- | subordination, and British India too, if it throws in

| independence. -

the British Government says is that the Irish,
bills evidently seck * to eliminate the Crowm
from the constitution of the Irish Fres Shate™
and that as allegiance to the Crown lies at the basis-
of membership of the Empire, the Free State cannot’
have such a republican constitution and yet remain
within the Empire. The very objection that the.
British Government takes to the action of the Froee.
State CGovernment implies: “The Free State may
oither stay in the Empire or walk out, That is &

. decision entirely for the Free State to take. If it

chooses the former course it will share in the privia
loeges and advanitages open to & member of the
Empire. If it ohooses the latter it will forfeit them.
Let it make its choice. The dispute is complicated
by the fact that Mr. de Valera does not yet want tol
go out of the Empire; he is proposing a sort of in and
out membership, which naturally the British Govern-
maent is unwilling to allow. That is why Mr, Thomaa
ended his long statement in the Commons on Novem-
ber 14 by saying that the Free State must accept
the responsibilities incidental to the membership of
the Empire, if she cared for its privileges ; that * if
she renounce the one, she cannot hope to enjoy the
other.” But throughout this statem ent he meant as much
a8 to say: whether to be within the Empire or withouk
was a matter exclusively for the Free State to desides

This lengthy ( perhaps too lengthy ) elaboration
of the implications of dominion status is attempted:
here only to show how seriously worsened the posi-
tion wiil become for Congressmen in respect to their
attachment toindependence by the proposed federation,
If they objeoted to dominion status when dominion
status impliedly conferred the right to secession and
to independence, how much more vigorously muss
they object to o federation which will, at ils very
inoeption, effectually shut out all possibilities of such
secession and independence for all time to come?
Indeed, there is much more to be said to reinforce
this point, The Princes will be subject to the
exercise of the rights of paramountcy by the Crown
and theserights, it is obvious, will not drop off even
when the federal India attains to the position of &
dominion. It is obvious that a federation, part of
which is tied to the Crown, not merely theoretically
but .in practical subserviency, cannot hope to be in.
dependent of the Crown. The Siates cannot at the-
and

her lot with federation, will necessarily be disabled,
along with the States from achieving independence.
It is not my purpose here to argue in favour of
I am only oconcerned to show
that . those who are wedded to it must oppose federa-
tion, if for nothing else, for the reason that federa--
tion, in itself & permanent organisation, permanenily

| blots out all possible chances of independence from

the outset.

There is one objection that must be met, vis., that
Mahatma Gandhi supported the federal plan at the
R. T. Q. It is true he did so, but it is only because he.
roally does not favour independence, Look at the
way in which he watered down the idea of in-
dependence at the Conference, He interpreted if to-
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:mean & partnership eapable of dissolution at will on
oither side. This is precisely what independence
does not mean and eannot mean, It can only mesn,
not a possible, but an actual, dissolution of partner-
ship. If Mahatma Gandhbi did not want the psriner-
-ghip dissolved, but only wanted to have the potential
strangth to dissolve it if necessary, he need not have
-rejaoted the ides of dominion status, as he is under-
stood by the average Congressman to have done, and
raised the standard of independence. In eoffect he
rejected indapendence at the Round Table Conference
-and reverted to dominion status. It appesws to me
that the true inwardness of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s
reiteration, in his correspondence,6 with' Mahatma
Gandhi, of unquslified independence as the goal of
Congress activities consists in his realisation that
Mahatma Gandhi had already given independence
the go-by and in his determination not to allow
such a thing to happen again. I am personally not
& devotee of independence, but still I eannot relish
the idea of Mahatma Gandhi bringing the Congress

back to dominion status by a sleight of hand as it
were, '

But even this underinterpreted independence is
impossible of attainment under foederation. Secession
from the British Empire is, as said sabove, not a
courge open to the States under federation, and if
British India joins the States in order to form a federal
government it will be olosed to hertoo. Dominion
status, in its full significance, will on the federal
basis be an impossibility for our country, both in
theory and in faot. In view of this constitutional
position the demand made in the memorandum of the
British Indian delegation that the Constitution
Aot itself should mention dominion status in its
preamble oan only excite ridicule. It is not a
question merely of the British Government being
unwilling, but a question fundamentally of
their being powerless, to do it, They promised
dominion status to British India; they cannot
promise it however to & United India, for over part of
this United India they hold rights of suzerainty and
are under a pledge o exerocise the duties of suzersinty.
If British India chooses to bscome organioally united
to this part, she forfeits by that very act her right to
. dominion status in the sense of freedom to secede
at will. Whether therefora independence or dominion
status, our politieal ambitions are bound to remain
unfulfilied for all time under federation, unless we
resort to revolution.

This discussion leads to the inesoapable com-
olusion that politicians belonging to all parties in
India, whether their ultimate aim be a potentiality
or actuality of seosssion, must resist the federal
oconstitution, but, as I have eaid above, it is even a
more compelling duty for Congressmen, both because
they put their politioal ambitions higher and because
it is now olear that non-Congressmen will not bestir
themselves about it at all. These mnon-Congressmen
too - some of them at any rate — would like to see
‘the constitution set aside, but they are too consoious
of their impotence to make even a faint attempt
in this direction.. They are low in their minds and

have lost all hope of redeeming the situation. If
Congressmen take the initiative, however, it will be
possible to enlist the active  support of other pro-
gresgive groups. But in order to do so, they must
abandon their present atiitude of lordly indifference
te the Whits Paper. For, as Mr. Nariman reminded
Pandit Jawaharlal, the White Paper is not dead, and,
if ignored, it will be imposed as well upon those who
are eontemptuous of it as upon thoss who are fearful
of it.  'Will they take the lead in hamstringing the
threatening oonstiﬁution ? : ‘

| ____ [ OmmevER
Oue Londan Letter,

(BY ATR MAIL.)
( From Our Correspondent, )

Lonbow, . Deosmbor 1.
C. F. A. RETURNS HOME. ¢

HE best news that I have this week is that of
Brother Andrews' return éo his native land. He.

has now reached the age of indiscretion, when
his innumerable friends affectionately and anxiously
await the oconolusion of his latest adventure in the
knowledge that in his native land there are still some
formidable tyrants, who, in the exercise of their
powers, are able by the moral . compulsion of their
vary deep affection for him, to oblige him to take rest
and submit to being looked affer. This modern St.
Francis, like his spiritual ancestor, is never happy
save when running to do good. C, F. A.'s rapid step,
his flowing beard, his streaming garments, deserve to
ba belovedly perpetuated in happy characterture, even
as Low has been doing some others of our distins
guished in a masterly series appearing in The New
Statesman, It iz & great pity that in all the ages the
saints and sages of the race have rarely had the good
fortune to be delineated by some sure and sympathe-
tio pen, touched with a keen sonse of humanity, of
humour, and may it even bs said just thet slight
touch of the ridiculous that helps to pressrve the
human perspective whilst its insight is none the less
deep for all that.

C. F. A. has not yet reached London. He was to
have arrived at Tilbury to-day, but decided instead to
land yesterday at Plymouth, in order to spend a long
week-and with the sisters living at Paignton, to whom
he has always been so deeply attached. I learn that
he has fundamentally ohanged his plans and that in-
stead of proceeding, as he had intended, to South Africa
at the end of January, ke has decided, for special rea-
sons, to stay here as long as possible, and to endeavour
to move Church circles to a keener realiastion of the
immense difficulties and dangers surrounding the
relations of Britain and India. It is a huge task, but
one in which I am oconfident that he will have the
active help of the two Archbishops, and naturally the
Nonoonformist leaders. I am not letting out & secret
when I say that the Archbishop of Canterbury has
won the unanimous admiration of the Indian dele-
gates to the Joint Seleot Committee for his consist-
ently sympathetic and progressive attitude to the
Indian point of view.

Whilst I am on the subjeot of Mr. Andrews, it is
interesting to recall that his very olose friend, Mr.
Amiya C. Chakravarty, is to bo one of the two guests
of honour on Tuesday next at tha dinner of the P. E.
N., which is a world association of poets, playwrights,
authors, essayists, and novelists. The President of
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the Society is. Mr. H. G. Wells, and a national branch
js to. be founded in many, countries, The German
P. ﬁ.’ N. bss broken away from the internaiional
society on socount of the fundamental difference of
aititude of the Nazi Committees.
Is THE WORLD GOING MAD? .

What's wrong with the world? is a question that
shas been put in a variety of ways by large numbersof
thoughtful people from time immemorial. There bave
been times when it was distinctly dangerous for the
questioner $o pose this conundrum. He was naturally
regarded 28 an attacker of vested intereats, sound
money, the gods, the kings, the law, and allthose
engaged in - the ritual appropriate io them. Such
querists might consider themselves fortunate if they
escaped alive out of the dilemma with which they
had faced their contemporaries. The only difference
between modern times and sancient days is that,
gonerally speaking, our world is a larger and more
fully populated one than that of our ancestors. A
part of its facts is more easily ascertained than was
formerly the case, in spite of the newspaper publicity
that =0 often resuits in obscuring the real jssues, and
the world itself to-day is in ofher ways much more
eagily get-at-table and therefore, in becoming larger,
it has got smaller at the same t{ime. Achieving this
paradox through our ability to see things in a wider
perspective yet really as one looks about him across
land and sea to-day the question must constantly
recur, Is mankind taking leave of its senses, has it
begun to lose its bearings? None but a profound
believer in the permanent existence of a great moral
plan for the universs oan hope to answer the problem
with any degree of enthusiasm or hopefulness. It
used to be said that when things went wrong it was
the masses of the people, by whom one meant the igno-
rant and poverty-stricken folk, that had temporarily
reverted to the barbarism from which, notwithstand-
ing the antiquity of mankind, they had soslowly
emerged. Yet one wonders, for example, whether
the horrors of the French Revolution should not more
properly be attributed to the intelligentsia rather than
to the proletariat, who received most of the blame.
The hideous oruelties assooisted with the treatment
of the Ruasian Socislists, not only by the Cgariat, but
'stil]l more by the Bolshevik regime, was delibersiely
designed by educated and so-called religious peacple,
and later by educated and avowedly irreligious
people. The prizons and the islands -of exile in which
the Jtalian liberals who did not succeed in making
their esospe in time under the Fascist regime ia ano-
ther case in point, If the story of every other dic-
tatorship in Europe and South America were to be
followed, it would be found that the brains of the
intelligentsia were behind every atrocity committed,
or supposed to be commiited, by the underlings. It
is no better in Germany, with Herr Hitler. Savage
torture, inhuman cruelty, these have been the lot, as
unexceptionable evidence from many independent
sources shows, of the miserable oreatures that have
become the viotims of this so-called Aryan blood-
lust, but it is a thing of the intelligentsia. Young
Qermany which ia the raw material of the Nazi bands
of ruffians, to whom the care of these unfortunates
has been confided, is, in a literate sense, the best
educated in Eurcpe. If, as is suggested in one of the
papers to-day, a military and naval dictatorship is to
be set up shortly in QGermany, we may expect very
much the same kind of thing to develop in that most
advanced of the Enstern lands. Already msapy poli-
ticians bave met a fatal end, or at least been con-
fronted with it, at the bhands of fanatical officers.
‘What Is to be the end of it all ?

And now comes the news that America is likely
%o be swamped with an orgy of lynching, conduoted

by eduocated people, at the instigation, and even the-
encouragement, of still more educated people who-
feel that the noble white race in the West ia insecure:
unless those who may, whether guilty or not, be even
suspected of thé commission of certain gcrimes are
taken out of the hands of justioe by the operation of
mob violence, and savagely lynched in order to prove
beyond dispute the impecocable superiority in viriue
of the lynchers over the lynched., To.day, comea the
news (let us hope that it is exaggerated) that in large
parts of the Southern States, especially where it may
be deemed desirable to screen some white eriminal,
the Negro population is fleeting into the hills, or
cowering in its hovels in panio for its lost seourity,
What must the shade of Abraham Lincoln think, if it
does think, of the state of the Land of Liberty sovs
enty years from the beginning of the war of Negro em-
ancipation ?- Yet, presumably this hae in one degree or-
another been the history of mankind from time imme-
morial, and in spite of it, and notwithstanding all we
oan quote or gey to the contrary, mankind, as a whole,
hassucceeded in raising its consciousneesin attaining
in » larger degree to an apprehension of ite true inner
nature, and to the very threshhold of powers that, if
wisely used, may indeed raise it to divine heights. If
this be the true interpretation of history, then God
works in mystorious ways his wonder to perform,
and even out of _ovilihe can bring forth good,

BIRTH-CONTROL AND ASIA.

A conference of unusual importance was held ab
the London . School of Hygiens and Tropical Medi-
cine on Fridsy and Saturdsy last. Tha conference
was held under the auspices of the Brith Oontrpl In-
ternational Centre and deali- with the question of
population and birth control in Asia.

The president, Lord Horder, in opening the pro-
ceedings, dealt generally with the problems of popu~
lation, both in the West and the East, and struck the
contral note voiced by all .the following speakers of
the need for the intelligent and wise confrol of the
birth rate in sany country or state, Conscious
bizth control, be said, was the only method of deal-
ing with ‘it, for .where Nature was left alone, she
dealt out life lavishly but deslt out death with an
equally lavish hand.

Mr. Harold Cox, 8 veteran social reformer, whor
spoke next, said that India’s most urgent need was
that of birth control. He gave figures of the tremen-
dous unnecessary suffering to children and sickly
mothers, and the mortality rate of the babies go born.
That population oannot be left to chance he waa con-
yinced, and the only means to deal with it was to
give to the women of India the knowledge of preven.-
ting the conception of children that they did not

want.

Dr. Drysdale commenced his speech by saying.
that one of the most important matters in dealing
with the present question was one that had never been
properly defined ; What cona$ituies over-population ?
He defined it as a much greater yearly addition to
the people than the state was ready or gble to provide
for. In India, he considered the situstion desperate.
The population figures, notwithstanding the terrible
toll that disease, privation and other ap-qalled natu-
faotors, took of life, were up by thirty !I_Illl}Ol'lB during
the last ten years. The test of a nation's plaoa in
oivilisation, he stated, was the length of the life of its
people. In India the average length of 'life was 35
years against 65 in Neow Zealand and 60 in Englamzl.
Wherever there was a high birtb-rate, it was followe
by ahigh death-rate, for there were of necessity couni:i-
lese numbers living on the borders of starvation, a.:;
therefore thelr forces of resistance were tco low to

maintain life.
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The Japanese delegate, in his spsech, made a
«gpecisl plea for the understanding by the Wast of
- Japan’s problem. While believing in birth control
a8 on essential piece of educational work for Japan
o nndertake, be did not think birth' control wounld
:solve Japan’s problem, for she could produce such
enormous quantities of goods and certain articles of
food that she must have markets for them outside of
~ " Unfortunately Dr. R. K. Das was detained at
‘Geneva and hé was unable to be present but he sent
s very valuable paper whioh was read by oné of the
- vther speakers. - In this paper Dr. Daas drew attention
“to the rate of inorease of the population in India. He
-guggested other ways, as well as birth control, for
-deallng with India’s teeming millions, & greater pro-
-ductivity and emigration. . Generations, he wrote,
would have to pass ere the present inorease in India's
population eould be dealt with, and in the meantime
the inorease again develops and sc the country keeps
--over-populated. .The only remedy for India's poverty
and low life-record was efficient birth-coatrol. -

Miss Rathbone also spoke at the first session on
-the need for enlightening the women of India, and
giving them groater freedom to deal with their own
problems, The second day’s meetings dealt with other
aspeots of the population question, the standards of
living in Ind;a and Chins, and the practical problem
of contraception in the Kast. Among the speakers
was Dr. V, K. Krishna Menon.

The conferenve was well attended and comsi-
derable discussion took place. The resolution which
was passed unanimously was : ** That this Conference
-expreases its deap interest in Birth Control now being

~carried on'in Indis, Ohina and Japan and other parts
of Agia and pledges itself to co-operate in every
practical way. with the movement for Birth Control
«n the East,”

THE PRESENT ECONOMIC CRISIS,
RECOVERY: THE SECOND EFFORT. By
ARTHUR SALTER. ( Bell, } 1933. 22em, 306p. 5/

v this cheap popular edition of his world-famous
book, Sir Arthur Salter repeats substantially from
-the eatlier edition his diagnosis of the present eog-
nomio orisis and he otill retains faith in the remodies
‘e haa already suggested. Sir Arthur Salter is not
-of those who believe that our existing ‘economic

gystem is so hopelessly obsolets that it must be |

- sorapped altogether and replaced by something fun-
damentally different. He is however convinced that
while leaving room for political liberty and private

-enterprise and thus ruling out anything like Bolshe-
vik regime, it muet undergo drastio alterations if
it is to cope with the present - situation. . He repeats
his faith that deliberate ocollective planning affords
the only solution of our difficulties, and that such
g;lar:ining is entirely consistent with the essence .of

reedom,

8ir Arthur finds the pioture of the world to be
the same in main outline as when he first wrote his
beck, with the important qualification that ths ori-
ginal depression has been followed by a finanoial
-orisis of the first magnitude. The result was a
further fall of commodity prices, more busineas
pessiminm and increased unemployment, The situa-

“tion was further worsened becausae national polioy in .

most countries during.this pariod has been inspired,

in debtor as well sa ereditor countries, by & desirs”to
wacure a * positive * balanoce of trade, Every countryis
trying to sell more than it buys—or to buy less thari
it oan sell. While inoreased froedom of internationel
trade is universally admitted to be nevessary for reme-
dying the present situation, impediments to trade ‘in
theform of increased tariffs, guotas, prohibitions and
exchange restrictions are multiplying. Finally, the
general political condition en which ths growth of
oonfidenoe and - the resumption of international
trade and investment depend, has  becone moré
grave, AT

" The goneral gloom, however, is pierced by some
rays of light. In the first place the matural forces,
which in $ime bring & turn for the batter to the nsual
trade eycls, have begun to operate.- But' unfortu-
nately these by themselves vannct bo relied upotr to
bring reasonably speedy relief, sinoe at the ‘back of
the depression there are certaiu very special snd
woususl eauges, which require to be tackled- by
competent initiative and bold national and:interna-
tional polioy. 8ir : Arthar refers with satisfaction
to three fmportant instaness of such: wiss leadership
and deliberate motiorn vis, - - «: .~ - - o

(i) The American monetary policy designed
to counteraot doflation and arrest the fall in prices. -

(ii) The Lausanne Agresment which' has
brt:ixght a real sottlement of the reparation’ problleth*-,
an ) ‘ I

(iii)} The great conversion operation in Great
Britain ( followed on & smaller scale by a -similar
operation in France), by which nearly £2000
millions of British indebtedness was put, by a single
aot, on & 31¢ per cent. basis to the relief of the tax-
payer., -Sir Arthur pleades powaerfully for more of
such action and. for constructive reform by those

. who orgsnise and. direct policy through. every im-

portant sphere of economic activity and he is not
without hope that, given the right spirit and deter-
mination, man can yet be master of his fate and
overcome the more numerous aud formidale obatacles
that still remain. : S

The number of books that have recently
appeared on the subject of the present economio
orisis is legion, and several of them oan be retom-
mended to the average intelligent reader who
wishes to understand the present economic muddlie.
But the book under review has a charm sll its own,
thanks to the brilliant pen and deftness of touch of
its anthor, ' '

Q. B. JATHAR,

AMERICAN COMMERCIAL POLICY.

SOME PHASES OF FAIR VALUE AND INTER~
STATE RATES. By JAMES BAROLAY SMITH,

{ Louisiana State University Press,) 1931, 22¢m,
101p. & 3.00. :

It is a woll-known fact that the commerce of a
nation, or even its general industrial enterprise, is
vory closely ictertwined with the facilitdes that
exist for communioation and transportation, and the
fresdom, safety and relative cost with whioh they
oan bo used, and the degree of protection or encour-
agement enjoyed by competitive agenocies ameng
them such as rajlways, roadways, waterways and
airways( all of which are necessarily public in aomeé
sense or degree). That there, would exist room for
confusion or complication leading even to bitterness
and retaliation is easily recognised, and all of them
have necessarily manifested themselves at this
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period of time when continued depression has meces-
gitated undermaintenance programmes, inability to
meet fixed charges, and reduoed, or disappearing,
dividends in nearly all countries. It is no wonder
that in a land like the U, 8, A, acute differences are
always present and many crises have led to important
Supreme Court decicions, and to inter.state legis-
lation for the purposes of valuation and rate-making.
The extent of confusion and gontroversy that exists
in that country can bs gathered from the following
.extract from the opening psentences in the book
under review :

“If 5 number of persons are participating in a disous-
sion and each basinmind a different object, or ifeach
hasin mind a different charaoteristic of the same objfect,
no expression in necessarily contradictory of any ons
expression by a different person. It is only whers all
have in mind the same charaoteriatio of the same subjeot
that it is possible to determine whether the opinions in
regard theroto are in mooord, Thus it is with the problem
of valuation, Valus is not a physical characteristic nor
is it a word of definite content. It is as variable as the
use to whioch it is applied and the extent t¢ which it is
used on any particular osoasion.”

This book which forms one in the series of
Louisiana State University Studies, and is written
by & Professor of Law in that University, is & some-
what technioal book abounding in details and explo-
ring the common ground entrenched between politics,
jurisprudence, economics and the common greed
that ie-euphemistioally called commercial policy.
The solutions,  or 'solution, of the problem made
known ere “state owhership,” “consolidation™ and
“ equality among eompeting systemas,” To the student
of economics this book, we fancy, will serve as a
“ refresher course " for the  clarification of ideas of
valuation—as original cost or historic cost, or pru-
dent investment c¢ost, ‘a8 exchange value of repro-
duction cost of either capital or-service, and as pre-
gont value or final value—and of -the problems of
the fixation of terms which shall seoure a reasoua-
ble return. To the legislators and admianistrators in
this country who are aiso faced with problems of
like desoription and probably of like magnitude also,
this book would, we fancy, be a model of dooumen-
tation and argumentation.

K, B. MADHAYVA,

SHORT NOTICE.

HAMMER AND SICKLE.
( Elkin Mathews., London, ) 1933. 22cm. 243p.
/8.

“ HAMMER and Sicklo™ is & * Panorama of Bol-
shevism ™ and traces the history of Russia from the
aggressive monsarchism of the Tsars down to the
present Communist regime. This book, as stated by
Sir Austen Chamberlain in his foreword, ‘ bears
evidence of long and oareful study and personal
acquaintance " of the author. Apart from being a
mere history this book is full of human interest.
The author, while deseribing the series of Revolu-
tions to which that country is pecuiiarly subjected,
gives a short history of the life of its leaders such
as Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin.
trome secreoy of the machinery of the Soviet Govern-
ment and its aloofness from the 'rest of the

By MARK PATRICK: |

In spite of the ex- |

world, the author vividly describes the danger of”
the Communist menace. The horror, the wreck--
less lawlessness and the selfishness of the G, P, U.
brought to light in a few instances such as the
Moetropolian-Vickers trial, the Lena Gold-field affair,
indicate that the oontrol of the Supreme Court over
the G, P, T. is only & nominal affair, and that no
man's life is safe in Russia under this system.. The
five-year plan in spite of its advantages is obviously
aprecipitous step towards the industrial and econo-

-mic advancement of the country ventured upon in a fit

of ambitious enthusiasm, “The Marxian principle of
smoothing the way for the viliage idiot and ne’er-do--
wool is only to skim off the cream of the race and
throw it away.”

The personal life of the Russian, so vividly des-
oribed by the author, is amusing indeed and is an
example to the modern world of Darwinism in
the retrograde measure~—I refer to the Russian so-
oial life. It is evident that the * half-educated
Hindu "—to use the - contemptuous worde of the
west—is infinitely auperigr to the Russians.

The book concludes with a comparison of Russia
with the rest of the world and what a reader has to-
learn from Ruissis. .

S. VENKATESAN,

Oorvespondence,

“ T'HE PRINCES' VETO POWER.”
To THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OE INDIA.

Bir,— I agree with the contention of '‘Observer” in the

article © The Princes' veto power ”: “ The consent of all the-
States, big or small, federating or non-federating, will be re-

quired in addition to the consont of Parliament before defence

can be transferred.” This does makes popular military control.
impossible in practice.

1 also agres with him that the demooratisation of
the federal oonstitution is made practically impossible,
under the provisions as oontemplated, I, therefors, agree
with him that tha conatitution that is being made is a forced
one and muset be condemned.—Yours, ete.

S. SATYAMURTI,

Madras,
December 8.
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