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TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

WE extend fraternal greetings to Babu Kalj 
N ath Roy and welcome him back to the ranks of 
Indian journalism of whioh he was one of the finest 
and noblest ornaments, but from· which he was 
torn away three months ago by a Fate whioh was as 
cruel as it was perverse. He has suffered unjustly 
and suffered grievously, but he has not suffered in 
vain. His sufferings as much as his writings have 
enriched his country, quiokened the pulse of our 
people, and made our hearts beat even more passi­
onately thal\ ever for that Freedom which alone 
will save us from futu're O'Dwyers. 

* • • 
THERE appears to be no limit to the ways in 

which·Distriot Magistrates misuse the Press Aot. 
Sometime ago,the Distriot Magistrate of Hyderabad 
(Sind) held baokthe security amount of the Hi.nd·vasi 
Press, although Mr. Jethmal Parsram, who had 
ceased to be its keeper applied for its return and was 
entitled to its return under section 24 of the Press 
Aot, and the amount was only returned. when the 
Government of Bombay intervened. Two instances 
have recently ooourred which disclose even a more 
flagrant violation of the provisions of the Press Act 
on the part of some Magistrates. Under the pro­
viso to seotion 8 (1) of the Press Act, "if the per­
son registered under the said Aot as printer of the 
newspaper is also registered as the keeper of the 
press where the newspaper is printed, the publisher 
shall not be required to deposit seourity so long as 
such registration i& in force." This makes it quite 
clear that where the keeper of a press is also the 
printer of a newspaper, the publisher' is exempt 
from security. And yet, as Cur readers know un­
mindful of this clear direction of the la~ the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate of Bombay c~lled 

upon the publisher of Young India to deposit a 
security of Rs. 1000, although its printer was also 
the keeper of the press where it was printed· and 
had as keeper already deposited a seourity of Rs. 
1000. Had j.t not perhaps been for the disolosure 
of this faot during the proceedings, the publisher 
of Young India might have illegally been asked to 
pay an additional security. We have now learnt 
of· another similar case-again from Hyderabad 
(Sind). The publisher of the Alamin, a weekly 
vernacular papAr; in which the Hon'ble Mr. 
Bhurgri is interested, while making a declaration, 
was asked to deposit Rs. 2000 as security, although 
the printer of the paper, as keeper of the Bharat­
vasi press where the Alami .. was to be ~rinted, 
was made to pay a security of Rs. 2000 only a' few 
weeks previously. The result is' that the Alam'" 
has not yet come out. 

• * ..• 
IT is a most disconcerting development that 

the exchangeS of the world have been violentiy" ... 
disturbed at a time when a return to normal· 
conditions after the termination of the war had 
been expected. The tremendous destruction of 
life and property and the utter dislocation of in­
dustry and trade. caused by the struggle are as 
much responsible for this state of things as the 
disturbed oonditions whioh still prevaiI in lal'ge 
parts of Europe.. The position in India with re­
gard to the sterling exchange has gone from bad to 
worse instead of improving. Every rise in tbe 
value of silver was regarded, as it occurred, as a 
record, and an adyance beyond it was not 
thought to be very likely. It was believed that 
the war having long ceased, the demand for silver 
would diminish and that the exchange troubles of 
India would at last oome to an end. But silver has 
already attained the height of the GOd. an oz. rate, 
and all export business has oome to a standstill. 
No body knows to what altitudes the white metal 
may mount and what rate of exohange Government 
will fix in sympathy with the increasing prioe. 
Remitters "ill naturally wait for better rates, 'and 
export bills are unsaleable for want of cover. 
Export business is, therefore, in a parlous state, 
and the Secretary of State is being appealed to 
to come to its rescue and to fix a rate that may be 
relied upon for some definite period cf time. The 
Currenoy Committee has suspended its sittings, 
and though no final decision may be arrived a' 
without its advice, the Secretary of State "ill 
have to take some action to relieve the present 
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.almost intolerable situation. The India Office has 
oertainly- handled the· Indian currency- problem 
very badly. but it is diffioult to see what useful 
purpose the Times of India has served by dragging 
the relationship of Mr. Muntagu with the proprie­
tors of the famous firm of bullion dealers who pur­
-chase silver for our Government. into the discus­
siq,n, though we must strongly support the idea of 
.changing the whole of our existing system of 
silver purchases. 

* * .. 
THE Governmet of India have at last deoided to 

cffer a quantity of gold for sale. The impossibility­
of getting gold has been one of the causes of our 
unsatisfactory exchange situation. Exchange 
with America is adverse to England and gold is 
not available there for remittance to this country-. 
Some time ago, the Secretary of State authorised 
the Ottawa Bank to receive gold and sell telegra­
phic transfers on India, and we now learn that he 
has instructed the Bank of Montreal to invite 
weekly in New York competitive tenders of a 
limited amount of immediate T. T.s on Calcutta. 
During the war the U. S. A. received large quanti­
ties of gold and the production of South African 
mines is also going there. Some of this gold is 
being released for foreign use, though little of it 
will go to England on account of her adverse trade 
balance. But there is no reason why India should 
not be able to share in this gold and that it should 
be diverted to other quarters. India has long been 
starved in the matter of the supplies of the pre­
cious metals. The gold which the Government 
of India is doling out will not be a sufficient reme­
dy, and it is necessary that free imports of the 
metals should be allowed forthwith. We are told 
that it is the reluctance of America to part with 
her silver which is reponsible for the extraordi­
nary rise that has just taken place in the prioe of 
that metal. India's creditors ought surely to be 
able to send her gold for the commodities they- take 
from her, and South African:and other gold may 
be diverted to this country. The Government of 
India's sale of gold is a second-hand operation in 
the supply of that metal, and it must be replaced 
by free imports. 

* .. * 
A SUMMARY of the M.-C. reform proposals 

appended to the Government of India's Adminis­
tration Report for the years 1917-1918 interprets the 
provision in the Reforms Report as to the twelve­
year commissions thus: "Equally with the 
provinoial maohinery, the central maohinery will 
be subjected to periodioal revision by- t!?-e commis­
sion approved by Parliament." Since this expla­
-nation finds plaoe in a publioation issued with the 
Government of India's imprimatur, such must 
have been at least the intention of the authors of 
the Reforms Report, though the Report itself is 
by no means so olear. Para. 261 only- speaks of 
the progress of responsible government in the 
provinoes and leaves the popularisation of the 
·Government of India severely alone. This evoked 

comment in the Indian Press at the time, and it 
was hoped that the omission which could only 
have been due to inadvertence would be supplied 
in the Bill. Strangely enough, however, the Bill 
too limits the. scope of the commission's inquiry 
to provincial Governments. In the light of what 
the Administration Report says of the commis­
sion's mandate, as intended by the authors of the 
Scheme, we hope that the Government of India 
will press for the inclusion of the central Govern­
ment within the mandate. It may be added that 
even in the summary- of reoommendations 
attached to the Reforms Report it is said that 
the periodical commissions are "to review the 
constitutional position both as regards the Govel'O­
ment of India and the provinces." When the 
purpose of the authors is so clear, there should be 
no difficulty in giving effect to it in the Bill. 

* • * 
IT is our duty to protest against the supreme 

folly of the Supreme Council's deci.sion to inter­
nationalise Constantinople and cede Thrace to 
Greece. Turkey's and Islam's hereditary foe-a 
decision taken in the teeth of the opposition of the 
whole Moslem world and flying in the face of the 
warning sounded by such well· informed students 
of inte.rnational affairs as Sir Theodore Morison 
and against the earnest advice of such sincere 
.friends of the British Empire as His Highness 
the Aga Khan. If the Turks are driven out of 
Europe "bag and baggage," the ghost of Gladstone 
may feel happy, but Moslems all the world over­
including the British Empire which has been 
called the greatest Muhammadan Power-will 
pause and ask, "Are the British really the friends 
of Islam? "-and who shall blame them? It may 
be replied that the British Government are 
not responsible for this far-reachi'Ilg decision, 
but that it was arrived at by their Allies. In 
that case, the phenomenal loyalty of the Indian 
Muhammadans during the last five years of storm 
and stress entitles them to know exactly what 
steps British statesmen took in order to avert the 
greatest catastrophe that has yet befallen Islam. 
Nothing less than a definite assurance that they 
did all they- could to avert it. can satisfy Indian 
Muhammadan opinion at this juncture, and we 
hope British statesmen are in a position to give 
that assuranoe. 

• • • 
MR. TILAK'S 'memorandum submitted to the 

Joint Committee is full of self-contradictory and 
mutually- destructive statements. Asking that 
the full development of self-government should 
be reached within fifteen years, it goes on to 
demand that the intermediate stages shall be 
decided upon on the prinoiple of self-determina­
tion. After this one expects to find mention of 
'the way- in which he desires the principle to be 
applied. but one is greatly- puzzled to see that, 
later on in his note. Mr. Tilak accepts the 
statutory- oommission, whioh is· to survey- the 
achievements of our concil~ and recommend 
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future progress. Thus, beginning with a demand 
for self-determination he ends with aocepting 
other-determination. . The desire to shove in the 
phrase self-determination somewhere and somehow. 
was obviously responsible for this inconsistency. 
Again, asking for full provincial autonomy. he 
goes on to say that some functions would still be 
reserved. and these functions. moreover. are not 
to disappear at one blow. but n gradually." There 
is not much of consistency here either. It is 
diffioult besides to understand why the legislative 
councils should be only partially elected (Mr. Tilak 
does not ask for wholly elected bodies) when they 
are to control all the gO'{tlmmental functions. 
Speaking of a seoond chamber. Mr. Tilak says 
that since the Governor-General oan exeroise 
his veto. a second chamber is unnecessary till full 
responsibility is attained in the oentral Govern­
ment. as the Governor-General with his overriding 
power will himself be a seoond chamber. But 
the same reasoning'will apply when the Govern­
ment of India will be fully popularised. for even 
then the Governor-General will have.a veto. 

* • * 
SIR MICHAEL SADLER is the Chancellor of the 

Leeds University. the Chairman of the Caloutta 
University Commission and one of the greatest edu­
oationists of the world. whose name was reoently 
suggested for the post of Minister for Education 
in the plaoe of Mr. Fisher. His evidenoe before the 
Parliamentary Joint Committee has oonsiderably 
strengthened our oase for the transfer of the waole 
of eduoation to popular oontrol and fills us with 
the hope that the·whole of it will be transferred in 
the event. Lord Sydenham asked him whether 
education in India was not top-heavy and whe" 
ther primary eduoation was not being unduly 
negleoted. We oommend the beautiful answer 
wl1ioh Sir Mi~hael Sadler gave his Lordship to the 
attention of our Anglo-Indian journalists. Said he, 
n The base of the pyramid should be broadened. 
but its apex should not be blown away." 

• • * 

the very opinion that he himself had given in re­
gard to the present scheme of reforms immediately 
on his arrival in India and almost in these very 
words. Altogether it was a brilliant effort, and 
showed how Sir George had fully grasped the secret 
of Mr. Gokhale's greatness. 

• • • 
PRIMED by some choice spirits among the 

Congress delegates as we have every reason to 1Ie­
lieve, Mr. Ben Spoor, the Labour member on the 
Parliamentary Joint Committee, asked Mr. Ban­
erjea whether he had not supported a proposal 
for a definite time-limit for the grant of full re!,­
ponsible government at the Calcutta Congress. 
Some Indian papers. ever prone to pick holes in 
every Moderate move. have sought to make capi­
tal out of Mr. Banerjea's reply. They have made 
it a peg on which to hang One more sermon on the 
inconsistency of the wicked Moderates. They con­
veniently forget that Mr. Banerjea supported the 
propos"l at the Calcutta Congress which met in 
the year 1917, that is to say, long before the Re­
form Schema had seen the light of day. But tne 
case was surely altered when the Scheme was 
actually published. inasmuch as the Scheme itself 
definitely provided for periodic Parliamentary­
Ccmmissions·of Enquiry with a view to determine 
the pace of our progress, which was all that could 
be reasonably expected of the British Parliament. 
from a practical point of view. . 

• • * 
YET another case of grave injustice has been. 

brought to light by Mr. Gandhi. A young lad 
by name Karamchand was senten,?ed to capital 
punishment for' his alleged- complicity in the. 
assault that took place at the Hafizabad Station .. 
The sentence has now been oommuted to rigorous 
imprisonment of one year, but it only serves te> 
bring into relief the monstrous miscarriage of 
justioe which has oocurred in this case. Not a 
tittle of evidence was adduced to show that he. 
was connected with the assault, and it is more 
than doubtful if he was at all present on the spot. 
when the ootrage took place. And yet he was 
convioted of waging war against the king! 

* * • oJ 
AT the Madras Provincial Conference attended 

ON Monday last His Exoellenoy· Sir George 
Lloyd performed the oeremony 'of unveiling a por­
trait of the late Mr. Gokhale whioh was presented 
to the Poona Munioipality by Rao Bahadur Han­
mantram Ramnath. The Governor, though he was 
personally unacquainted with· our late leader, 
paid a warm tribute to hie work and memory. He 
emphasised the faot that Mr. Gokhale. by his join­
ing the Deccan Eduoation Sooiety io!. the beginning 
of his oareer, disarmed all imputation of self-seek­
ing. Mr. Gokhale had the statesmanlike quality 
of seeing both sides of a question. and His Ex­
oellency who quoted very freely from Mr. 
Gokhale's published speeohes said of one that it 
happily showed the duty of both Indians and 
Englishmen towards India and the Empire. In 
another of his speeches Gokhale had made an 
earnest appeal that the words" too late" may not 
be written across the history of India; and His 
Excellenoy after quotina this said that this was. 

exclusively by the Nationalist· party. the Liberal 
and the Besant parties not being represented in it. 
an "amendment, demanding the recall of the Vice­
roy, was proposed to a resclution protesting 
against martial law in the Punjab. The President· 
appealed to the Conferenoe to let the subject drop, 
calling to his aid the opinion of Mr. C. Vijia­
raghavachari and Mr. Kasturiranga Aiyangar that. 
it was It unnecessary" and II iinprudent II to pass 
suoh a resolution. The delegates, however. per­
sisted with the motion and the President arbitra­
rily ruled it out of order. One oan understand the 
characterisation of the amendment by the N ationa­

. list leaders as "imprudent," but what do they 
exactly mean by calling it "unneoessary" , 

• • • 
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THE CONVOCATION ADDRESS. 
THE address of His Excellency the Chancellor of 
the Bombay University at the last Convocation was 
interesting as it was the first public appearance of 
Sir George Lloyd in that capacity and has called 
forth very various opinions as to its suitability 
and worth. The few'formal words addressed to the 
new graduates asked them to look beneath the 
surface, to see the underlying human relations 
between the master and the servant, the teacher 
and the pupil, the lawyer or the judge and the ac­
cllsed and exhorted them to devote themselves to 
increase the industrial prosperity of the country. 
He, needlessly we think, asked them to distrust 
theories though in spite of all such advice we still 
think that humanity will be guided by the theorist 
rather than by the so-called practical man. A 
certain minimum of comfort is of course necessary 
for ali, but a people given merely to the multipli­
cation of the comforts of life have not done much 
in the world. 

The greater part of the address was devoted to 
a consideretion of the influence of sea power on 
history, a thesis which may have been somewhat 
new before Admiral Mahan's works but is rather 
commonplace in these days. It is understood by 
all that the British navy played a very important 
rOle in the great war and that the silent pressure 
exerted by it hastened its conclusion. It must 
however be understood that the influence of the 
navy was on the whole passive and that the war 
could not have been war without the activity of 
the armies and the air forces. Each arm of the 
service did its best towards the attainment of the 
final end and each was indispensable. An En­
glishman has a right to panegyrise the deeds of 
the navy, though one does not quite see why an 
Indian can feel the glow of an Englishman when 
its deeds are recounted. It is perhaps natural to 
an Indian to feel that he has no direct part or lot 
in the navy, and that the whole' policy of the rulers 
has been to keep it altogether uncontaminated by 
the people of this country so far as its nersonnel is 
eoncerned. Till about a hundred years ago India 
had its own ship-building yards and its rulers 
maintained powerful navies, The Angria or the 
Siddis of Janjira were very considerable naval 
Powers on the west coast and made the Portuguese 
look small and gave the British many years ·of 
anxiety. But it is a commonplace of India's in­
dustrial history that the Indians were deliberately 
shut off from the whole field of naval activity and 
that they have now to depend for the smallest 
steamers on foreign nations. The trade and in­
dustries of India about which His Excellency 
waxed so eloquent is dependent on the freight 
supplied by other countries, and we trust that his 
powerful voioe will be on the side of the advooates 
of a great Indian meroantile marine. 

There have been writers of repute who have 
maintained with a oonsiderable degre,e of truth 
that the British came by their naval supremacy in 

a blind manner and that the great seamen of the 
Tudor period were not actuated by any high ideas 
of State policy but were hardly better than pirates 
who are now regarded as heroes simply because 
they were successful. It is to the credit of great 
statesmen like Henry VII., Elizabeth and Cromwell 
that they utilised the pirates for their national 
ends. There were other factors also which helped 
these statesmen, as, e. g., the insular position of 
England which enabled her to concentrate on the 
navy and not to fritter away her resources both on 
land and sea as the continental nations had to do. 
France tried it a hundred years ago, Germany tried 
it during the last decade and they failed in the 
double job. On the other hand, it has to be I'emem­
bered that Holland, which had not an insular posi­
tion like England, was not saved by her navy from 
extinction as a great power., His Excellency's ad­
dress did not take cognisance of these other factors 
and was thus a good deal one-sided. Again, if it 
was Sir George Lloyd's object to advocate con­
centration on the naval arm in 'future, he was 
rather wrong W1 not once mentioning the influence 
of the aerial arm in modern warfare. Many have 
gone so far as to say that aviation has largely di­
ministed the importance of navigation, and that 
the submarines and torpedoes and mines have to a 
large extent discounted the value of the navy. 

After all ,when you have got your powelful 
navy the world will in general be interested in 
seeing how you are going to use it. But on this 
point the address was most disappointing. The whole 
tone of the address was of the pure Jingo type and 
would not have called for much emendation from 
the leaders of the German Navy League before the 
war. As we have mentioned already, His Excel­
lency has supreme contempt for all idealists, for 
men who are led by theories. The occasion of the 
Convocation was one when high ideals should be 
impressively placed before the youthful graduates, 
but it was used only to enlarge upon the wicked­
ness of human nature. Nobody ,believes that the 
present war has once for all ended all wars, but it 
does not mean that high ideals should be so ag­
gressively poohpoohed. A stateman has not only 
to see actualities, but also to work with a steady 
eye to some ideals; if he does only the former he 
descends to the level of a mere politician. Perhaps 
His Excellency was in such mortal fear of being 
called an idealist that he courted the apellation of 
aPhilistine. Said he: "Believe me-though book men 
whose living is. bounded by the covers of their 
books may call me a Philistine-that James Watt 
did more to make Britain what she is than Burke, 
Carlyle or Mill." In other words he would call 
the high principles of a Burke or a Mill by the 
name of" cant ... but one may venture to say that 
this intense anxiety to avoid the charge of cant 
may itself degenerate into another kind of eant. 
La Rochefouoauld has an aphorism whioh aptly 
illustrates our remark: "O'est una espece de coqllet­
terie, de jail'e remarguer gu 'on n 'en jait jamais . .. 
( If a woman so behaves that other people remark 
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of her that she is not coquettish, that very fact 
makes her out to be but-a coquete of another kind.) 
Cant is to be condemned quite as much as Philisti­
nism. The gravamen of our charge against our 
enemies in the recent war was their intense Phili­
stinism. If this is not to be condemned, one 
can only say that the one fault of Germany was 
her failure. Everything would have been excused 
to her or even counted to her glory, if she had been 
successful. We would like to remain under the 
old-fashioned belief that the British Empire stood 
for high principles, that a :Burke pleading the 
oause of the American colonies or the despotically 
ruled Indian, a Mill or a Spencer heading the agi­
tation against Governor Eyre of Jamaica, Byron 
fighting for Greece, or even a Campbell-Banner­
man giving self-government to the African 0010-

nies, are the men who have made the British Empire 
what it is, and that it does not merely stand for 
the steam engine, the telegraph-though this is a 
German invention, the wireless telegraphy­
which is mainly Italian, or the aeroplane-the 
credit of whose disoovery is shared alike by the 
English, the Frenoh and the American. Had it 
not been for this vein of Philistinism, we would 
have had nothing but praise for His Excellenoy's 
exhortation to young students to devote themselves 
more to industrial pursuits, to develop new lines 
of work and to aid in making India .. trade on 
equal terms with the sister nations of the Empire." 
But it is only an ignorant preacher of a religion 
that seeks to enforce his own faith by a copious 
abuse of other religions. 

THE LATE K. VIRESALINGAM PANTULU. 
I.-HIS LIFE-SKETCH. 

THE death of Rao Bahadur Pundit K. Viresalingam 
Pantulu has removed from our midst the most 
eminent man among the Andhras of the modern 
times, who for nearly half a oentury devoted him­
self with untiring energy .to the advancement of 
his people. He was thinker and worker, man of 
letters and ardent sooial reformer. His mani­
fold aotivities mark quite an epooh in the history 
of the Telugu people. Born in the year 1848 in a 
respeotable Brahmin family at Rajahmundry, he 
reoeived his high school education in that town, 
and after passing the Matrioulation examination 
was appointed as a Pandit in the local Government 
College. From boyhood, he had an unquenohable 
thirst for knowledge and an unbounded love of 
Telugu literature. After attaining a oonsiderable 
soholarship in that language, he started and con­
duoted the Telugu journal, Viveka Varthani. His 
position as teaoher and journalist drew around 
him men of light and leading, and with their 00-

operation, he established institutions like the 
Prarthana Samaj and the Sooial Reform Assooia­
tion of Rajahmundry. With an ardent desire to 
aohieve praotioal results and for the propagation 
of the reform initiated by his -famous contsm­
porary, Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar of 

Bengal, he entered into a solemn oompact with a 
number of friends and started .. Widow-Remar­
riage Association at Rajahmundry. But though 
in course of time most of his comrades deserted him 
and the Association itself had but a nominal ex­
istence after the first few years, Pandit Viresa­
lingam himself remained true to his pledge. And 
be it said to his credit that, though passing through 
some of the worst trials, and notwithstanding 
great changes in oircumstanoes, he stood loyal to 
his word, and was able to celebrate a large num­
ber of widow re-marriages in his life-time. 

Though ·he was thus aotively engaged in one 
movement, he saw tha necessity of reform in other 
directions as well. Mention has already been made 
of his great taste for Telugu literature which he 
cultivated with assiduous application. He attain. 
ed a profioiency in that language which not only 
enabled him to write works of outstanding merit, 
but also helped him oonsiderably in the advocacy of 
the many reforms he started. Essay and lecture, 
farce and fable, were all laid under contribution. He 
addressed himself to female education and to the 
enlightenment of the masses. To stimulate social 
life among the educated classes, he built a Town 
Hall at Rajahmundry. About the year 1898, he 
accepted a panditship in the Presidency College 
at Madras, in order to widen the sphere of his 
activities and to secure a larger measure of in­
fluenoe. While in Madras, he greatly contributed 
to the vigorous life of the Madras Social Reform 
Association, whose Secretary and Pre.sident he 
came to be in course of time, and for whose benefit 
he also built, at his own expense, a suitable hall. On 
behalf of the Association, he conducted an Anglo­
Vernacular jJurnal, and opened a Home for the 
residenoe and education of young widows. After 
retirement, he transferred the Widows' Home 
to Rajahmundry, where he purchased large 
grounds. reared a garden, and provided quarters 
for the Home. At Rajahmundry he establish-ed 
a high school for girls and another for boys. The 
latte!' is now in a flourishing condition under the 
name of the "Viresalingam High School," though 
on acoount of oertain diffioulties, the former had 
to be given up. Ever since his youthful days of 
enthusi,asm for reform, the Pandit had advocated 
a change in religion also. But his active associa­
tion with the Hindu Widow Re-marriage movement 
had precluded him from an open declaration ·of 
faith. Now he wanted to quiet the qual'!'s of his 
consoienoe by acting up to the beliefs cherished 
during a whole life-time. So the year 1906 saw him 
beoome. a praotical Brahmo. But change of reli­
gion, in his case, only widened the sphere of his 
aotivities,· as )le now began to celebrate re-mar­
riages of widows under A.ct III. of 1872 as well. 

Many were. his benefactions to the public. 
Referenoe has already been made to two of his 
charities. Seeing that the poor but earnest 
Brahmos of Arulapet, Bangalore, had no place of 
public worship, he built a Mandir for them, and 
made an endowment of it to the Brabmo Samaj 
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there. He contributed largely towards the con­
struction of the trandir of the Rajahmundry Prar­
thana Samaj, and a,lso of the Hall of the Viresa­
lingam Theistic Library which was recently open­
ed at Rajahmundry. But by far the most princely 
of his benefactions is the bequest of all his proper­
ty, worth half a lakh of rupees, to the Hitakarini 
Samaj of RajahmuJ;ldry, who are constituted trus­
tees to the charities mentioned in his will. 

Two events happened which were calculated 
to exercise his mind considerably in his latter 
days. The first was the death of his wife in 1910, 
which gave occasion throughout the country for 
a great outburst of sympathy for the veteran re­
former. The incident seems also to have opened 
fresh springs in his own nature. Mr. Viresalin­
gam was generally supposed to be of a highly intel­
lectual cast of mind. But now the demise of his 
loyal partner in life touched the emotional side of 
his character. To perpetuate her memory, he placed 
a marble stone over the place where her ashes lay 
buried. and around it sprang u'p a beautiful garden 
of choice flower plants which the venerable pandit 
W80S never tired of showing over to his visitors. 
The other event referred to is the bitter opposition 
headed by one or two of his former friends and 
followers, resulting in civil and criminal pro­
ceedings in which the poor old reformer was put 
to the necessity of vindicating his own character. 
But despite these cases and an indifferent and fast 
failing health, Pandit Virasalingam maintained 
the vigour of his mind to the last. It is to the 
latt:r part o~ his life that we ow~ the two volumes I 
Df hIS AutobIOgraphy and the revised and enlarged 
edition of the .. Telugu Poets." So great was his 
devotion to work. that but two days previous to 
his death, he corrected the proof of an important 
:>rticle he contributed to the annual number of the 
Alldlira Palrika. Thus a noble and strenuous life 
came to a close on the morning of the 27th May, 
when Pandit Viresalingam breathed his last. 

R. VENKATA SIVllDll. 

THE LAHORE CONSPIRACY CASE.-III. 
BY VERITAS. 

THE CONSPIRACY THEORY AND ITS COLLAPSE. 

THE veracious Anglo-Indian chroniclers of the 
time indeed lauded Sir Michael O'Dwyer up to 
the skies and verily described him as the one ad­
ministrator in all India who knew how really to 
govern. But it is not difficult to antioipate the 
verdict of history in this case. Even since the 
"strong man of the Punjab" was compelled to eat 
the humble pie on the floor of the Imperial Legis­
lative Council at Simla. he had never forgotten nor 
forgiven the so-called agitators. In his warped vi­
sion, he saw in the incident a cloud no bigger than 
a man's hand at the time, but whioh seemed to him 
to oarry portents of a terrific storm. It is an open 
secret that the drastic provisions of the Defenoe of, 
India (Consolidation) Rul es, many of which went 

far beyond the actual necessities of the case, as 
well as the Rowlatt legislation, were due to his 
suggestion and the influence he brought to bear 
upon the Government of the country. And there 
can be no doubt that to his abnormally constituted 
mentality the agitation against the Rowlatt Bills, 
culminating in the Satyagraha demonstrations, 
appeared as incipient acts of rebellion just as the 
aspirations for Swaraj or Home Rule appeared to 
his blurred. vision as a subtle or insidious move for 
independence or revolution. The unfortunate 
happenings that followed on Mr. Gandhi's arrest, 
the riots at Amritsar, Gujranwala and Kasur, 
coupled with the unreasoning panic that suddenly 
took possession of certain high-placed officials, 
who received their cue from the ex-Lieutenant 
Governor, appeared to him to confirm his diagnosis 
of the trouble, for which martial law .eemed to be 
the only specific. A pliant central Government 
was easily induced to promulgate the necessary 
Ordinances proolaiming parts of the Punjab to be 
in a state of open rebellion, and to enmesh the 
agitators. Clause 7 of Ordinance No. I of 1919 
sought to give it a retrospective effect and to make 
it apply to all persons, who were charged with any 
of the offences described in the Bengal State offences 
Regulation, 1804, which were committed on 01' after 
the 13th April, 1919. But as it was afterwards found 
that the retrospective effect thus given was not 
sufficiently wide-reaching for the purpose in view, 
another Ordinance, Martial Law (Further Exten­
sion) Ordinance, No.4 of 1919, was promulgated, by 
which the local Government was empowered to 
direct tha't " any Commission appointed under the 
Ordinance I of 1919 shall try any person chargsd 
with any offence committed on or after 30th March, 
1919." This Ordinance further directed that "there­
upon the provisions of the said Ordinance (No. I of 
1919) shall apply to such trials accordingly." The 
retrospective effect given by these Ordinances, 
particularly that allowed by the later Ordinance 
making the court martial procedure applicable to 
all offences committed on or after 30th March, 1919, 
is at prese!:t, as Lord Haldane said in delivering 
the orders of the Judicial Committee allowing 
special leave to appeal, a matter which will be duly 
considered by His Majesty's Privy Council. The 
point that awaits adjudication by that august tri­
bunal is whether the emergency powers conferred 
upon the Governor-General by Seotion 72 of the 
Government of India Act, 1915, for the peace and 
the good government of British India or any part 
thereof are or are not subject to the restrictions 
put upon him by section !i5 (2) of the same Act, and 
whether those emerge.ney powers can affect "any 
part of the unwritten laws or constitution of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
whereon may depend in any degree the allegiance 
of any person to the Crown of the United King­
dom," and, further, whether the retrospective effect 
of the Ordinance has in this instance affected any 
part of the aforesaid unwritten law and ~ons:itu­
tion. The question is one of great constItutional 
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.importance. If the emergency powers conferred 
-by section 72 of the Government of India Act, 
1915, can really override any part of the un­
written laws and constitution of the United King­
dom, then the Government of India easily fits in 
with the characteristics of the most absolute forms 
of government that the world has seen. And in 
that event, it is of the highest importance that spe­
cial provisions are made, as the SERVANT OF 
.INDIA suggested in a recent article, in the new 
reforms "by which such an invasion of individual 
freedom is made statutorily impossible in like 

, eircumstances." 
But to return to the point in hand. Having 

go~ the Government of India to promulgate the 
necessary Ordinances extending the operation of 
the Martial Law procedure to any offence commit­
. ted on or after 30th March, 1919, the ex.satrap of 
,the Punjab proceeded to gradually unfold his 
magnificent coup. He wanted to kill several birds 
with one stone, viz., first, to break the neck of politi­
oal agitation (as well as the Montagu-Chelmsford 
diarchy scheme of reform) by making short work 
of the so-oalled agitators; secondly, to set an 
example of a "government that oan really govern" 
for the benefi t of the weak-kneed administrators 
of other provinces and of the central Government, 
who had been parleying with the political agita­
tors; and, finally, to add a crowning laurel to his 
diadem of glory. He had already been acclaimed, 
and quite rightly 80, as one of the greatest recruit­

-ing sergeants of the Empire and was determined to 
add to it the distinction of being regarded as the 
sBviour of the Indian Empire, though in an alto­
gether different sense from a similar designation 
which was applied to Clemency Canning. Here 
was, he thought, a revolutionary conspiracy of an 
aU-India. magnitude, and who but he, the greatest 
administrator of the generation, was competent 
to unravel its ramifications? The faithful law­
officers of the province would prepare the neces­
sary charges relating to an India-wide conspiracy, 
while the even more obliging and faithful C. I. 
Department can be relied upon to supply, by 
means of approvers and oonfessions, all the, miss­
ing links-however numerous they be-in the 
chain of prosecution evidence. From the specta­
oular point of view, nothing better could be desir­
ed. It almost seemed like a stroke of genius. 

\ From Mr. Gandhi at one end to the non-offioial 
members of the Imperial Legislative Counoil to 
the other, aU the patient and impatient idealists 
and their brood, all would be enmeshed. Thus 
will the Simla apology incident be avenged. But 
unfortunately this magnificent scheme, like "the 
best·laid plots of mice and men," miscarried. The 
indispensable approver was nowhere to be found, 
notwithstanding the vehement efforts of the C. I. 
Department and indiscriminate arrests and all 
their 'fishing' for evidence. I am speaking of the' 
Lahore oonspiracy oase only. In the Gujranwala 
and the Amritsar oonspiraoy cases, there was, of 
<lourse, the inevitable approver, and no difficulty 

was in consequence experienced to supply the 
missing links. And thus it was that a Martial Law 
Commission, presided over by a Judge who had 
just returned from military duties in an atmos­
phere saturated with militarism, was con trained t 
give up the idea of an all-India conspiracy and to 
record its finding, as we have seen in, the preced­
ing article, that" the charges of sedition on what 
occurred before the time of the second hartal (10th 
April, when news of Mr. Gandhi's detention was 
received) must fall to the ground." There was no 
agreement to start a conspiracy, no common pur­
pose to commit sedition or any other offence, no 
criminal intent up to the hartal of 10th April even­
ing. When and how, then, did the criminal col1-
spiracy originate? Did it spring, like a 'full­
fledged Minerva in complete panoply from Jove's 
head, all of a sudden? The Commission, as WII 
have seen in our last article, gives no answer to 
these questions. It assumes the factum of rebel­
lion by taking judicial notice of it and construes 
every subsequent act as an overt act of waging 
war, for which the minimum punishment is trans­
portation for life and forfeiture of property. It 
rests its entire finding on the bare wording of the 
Ordinance, stating Lahore as being in a state of 
open reblllion. After this, it was. not so difficult 
to construe every innocent act of the accused, done 
in a spirit of perfect good will and co-operation, 
sometimes at some personal risk, into an act of re­
bellion or waging war by connecting with it the 
stray words and deeds of one or other irresponsible 
members of the crowd, who might be altogether 
strangers to the accused leaders. And this is pre­
cisely what the Commission has done. 

(INCIDENTS OF 10TH APRIL EVENING. 

We have thus seen that in spite of the Com­
mission's finding at one "lace that" the prosecu­
tion has established that there was an active 
conspiracy in Lahore to bring about the repeal of 
the Rowlatt Act by criminal means," the conspi­
racy theory has oollapsed altogether in view of 
their reoorded finding in the most unequivocal 
manner that "the charge of sedition on what occur­
red before 10th April evening must fan to the 
ground." We must look to the events of 10th April 
evening and subsequent happenings in order to 
appreciate the Commission's finding. 

To start with, we have a recorded finding of 
the C.ommission to the following effect:-

The hartal of the 10th of April was certainly sponta­
neous in the 88DIe th., it started .1 loon as the newl 

arrived of Gandhi's detention. and,..1 have DO evidenoe on 
whioh W8 aare to rely tbat it waa initiated by vi.its to th. 
ait, of any of the accused . ... Nor have we any ."idenol 
that an,. of the aooused iuttgated the mob to prooeed up 
theMaU. 

It is really difficqlt to reconcile the above find­
ing with the finding of the Comlllission at another 
place in which they observed that .. these' men 
(principal Lahore accused) knew, none better, 
that the state of rebellion was largely due to 
their own efforts." Even assuming the factum of 
rebellion, how could they be held responsible for 
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it when they had admittedly not instigated it? 
The evidenoe of the leading proseoution witnesBes 
on the reoord. however. shows that so far from the 
exoitement (magnified as rebellion by the Commis­
sion) being due to their own efforts, the principal 
acoused did their level best to aUay it and would 
have oertainly succeeded but for the firing by the 
authorities, which was regarded as unjustifiable. 

As regards Lala Harkishen Lal, he was, as his 
written statement which has not been controvert­
ed on this point by the prosecution shows, not 
aware of the happenings of 9th and 10th April as 
he had just then returned from Jammu. It was 
nom a Police Sub-Inspector:who went to his place 
to fetoh him on the 11th April morning for the 
meeting at the Telegraph office. where the Deputy 
Coinmissioner was then holding his office, that he 
learnt of the incidents on the MaU of 10th April 
evening. In faot, Lala Harkishen Lal came on 
the scene for the first time on the 11th April at the 
express invitation of the Deputy Commissioner. 

As for :Mr. Dunichand, he was, as his written 
statement which is not traversed by the prosecution 
on this point shows, suffering from piles trouble on 
the 10th April. Still hearing that fiiing had taken 
plaoe on the upper Mall, he went to Mr. Broadway, 
Senior Superintendent of Police. and offered his 
assistance. Mr. Fyson, Deputy commissioner, P. W. 
65, also admitted that " he ( Mr. Dunichand ). was 
asking people to go back into the city." 

Pundit Rambhaj Dutt was the only leader 
who took a prominent part in trying to allay the 
excitement on the 10th April, 1919 .. The roUowing 
excerpt nom his written statement, every word of 
which is borne out, as I shall presently show. from 
the prosecution evidence, fully explains the part 
taken by him in the affair:-

I was getting ready to CO with them (my clients) wheD 
a young man rushed in with-the news that. I was sent for 
by 1be police officers on the Mall to persuade a crowd io 
go back to tbe oity. I agreed, and just a8 I was getting I 
met. Rai Saheb Kalhi Ram and Rai Babadur Souder Das 
Suri who said firing had taken place 00 the Mall. I toot 
• lOoga in the way and went through Temple Road to the 
High Court Cbauk. There was DO crowd, only police 
olleera and oODstables. I alked them in what way I 
could belp them. Then one of them, I believe it was Seca 
»Warn N a'b, Depuiy SuperintendeD' of Polic.. laid: 
" There are four wounded at; Oharilll Crall Cheuk; try to· 
find some doctor 00 attend to them and try to dispene the 
mob whioh bas gone towards Anarkali." Mehta left me 
at tho bec\DniDg of ADarkaii Bazar. About balf a . milo 
away near Keehri'. shop I found .• crowd. I got down 
from. th. SOq8 3Dd got up on an empty viotoria whioh 
waa 8NlDding on t.he road and exhorted the mob to dilperse. 
.1 ... then, M ..... Clarke aud Broadway came up, tbe 
latter on hone .. baok. Mr. Olarke said:" Use your ill­
Jluenoe to dWperse them." Mr. Broadway _id ~ " My 
orden are to dre and disperse any assembly of JllQre than 
fin." 

I told them. "Give a lhtle time and they will diaperse," 
. and uked for 8 horoe iO be abl. to throw oni mJ' vol .. to 
the ...... d from a helgbi. A horae was broUllht, wbloh 
.... too urul,., 10 I had to get down and then I mOUBted 
OD au iron ( ,t,atria) box near Pori's theaut. I remon­
otratod with th.,. and had Dearly penuaded them to go aw.,. 'Wben J48IHL Olare. od 13roadwa1 again advanoed 
and and *,..0 or tll_ abob. Thi. excitod the _Ie. I 

folded my bands to the polioe offioers and entreated them; 
to.top tiriDC' and have patienoe. ThQ' said: "All richt_ 
Mr. lySOD il cominl'; meanwhile you disperse them. If 
they don't go we will fire the momeDt he comes." I said, 
"For God', sak., put oJfMr. Fyson's coming," and went to 
the orowd and made them sit down. Exoept about" a 
hundred men <;tD the onter oircle,all the crowd was seated I 
wu well under control. and were nearly persuaded to 1'0 
back home quietly. Just theD, Mr. Fyson oame on the 
scene on horse .. baok, aDd a portion of the crowd got ex~ 
cited; a young man came with a message that Mr. FysOI1" 
says that if "the crowd does not disperse at onoe, he will 
order fire. I ran to him and pleaded for time &9 it is not 
easy for a largl number of men to mo't"e away. He gave 
two minutes only. I requesttd him to give time. I ran"" 
back to the orowd and I informed them of the orders, and 
in the name of God, Rand and Guru, appealed to them 
to go to tbeir bomes. On tbis. the people got up to gOI 

and wbile doing 80 were tired upon. and the crowd then 
dispersed and I went home," 

This is the plain, unvarnished story of the 
beginning of "open rebellion," 80 far as Lahore was 
concerned. Let us for a while examine the prose­
cution evidence and lind if there ··is anything in 
oorroboration or oontradiction of this version. I 
leave out of account the defence evidenoe, includ­
ing evidence of such highly respectable persons as . 
R. B. Sunder Das Suri, retired Inspeotor of Sohools, 
D. W. 2/1, R. S. Kaushi Rsm, a Brahmo missionary, 
enmined through interogatories. Seth Dwarka 
Nath, Dy. Superintendent of Police, and Mehta 
Dwarka Prasad, Reporter of the Punjabee, P. W.18, 
and Mrs. Daim, examined on oommission, which 
oorroborates the above version in everything that 
relates to them. I propose to confine myself to the 
evidence given by high European officers about the 
part played by Pundit Rambhaj Dutt Choudhri on 
the 10th April evening. 

Mr. Broadway, Senior Superintendent of Police, 
P. W. 13, says thus in his evidence :-

At that stage, Rambbaj Dutt appeared. He Bsked us 
to bave patience and said that he would try to disper •• 
the mob. He said 80methiDg to them but I could not hear 
what he sa.id, as tbe noise was too great. • ~ . At one par­
tioular place. we were beavily a,oDed from roofs and from 
the front. I ordered three shota to be fired. That ohect· 
ed Itone-throwing .... Mr. Fyeon rode up to the mob .x.d 
gaY. tbem a few minu.tea to disperse. He was received 
with 7eUs, the orowd leapmg a.nd sbouting in front of him. 
Mr. Fyson fell baok and 80me of the crowd sat on the road 
and said tbe, would Dot move. After five .bots were !ired 
and the orowd dispersed ••.• Near Lahori Gate Rambhaj 
Duti asked for )08n of a horse in order to be able to ad .. 
dre .. the mob better. He mounted the borse, but dis­
mounted at once because the horse was restive. I told 
him that if the orowd did not disperse it would be :fired 
upon wheD lIr. FYlOn arrived. 
Thus Mr. Clarke, Deputy Superintendent oj 

Police, P. W. 23:-
Funber OD, I met: Rambhaj Duti. He told me tha, h' 

would tr7 &0 diapene Ihe mob. H. ,ot on to an electrlf 
box wbich I pointed oui to him and waved some kind c 
cloth. but I could Dot hear what: he said. 

And finally Mr. Fyson, Deputy. Commissione! 
Lahore, P. W. 65, stated as follows :-

Tlui mob oa .ho 10th (April) oBly hod a .laDdard. I oa 
no weapon. A. dozen police were acrOls the Mall to ke4 
bact tho crowd. 

80me of the crowd at the Loban GaM aat dOWA after 
anived. I ...... e the crowd "hrO m.i.D.UlQ to dJapene. RaJ 
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bbaj Dut1; asked for more time. but I declined having had 
experienoe. . .. He ( Dunicband ) was asking the people 
to go back into tbe oity, so was Rambhaj Duit. 

From the foregoing excerpts, it is clear that 
this "tumultuous and revolutionary" orowd was kept 
well in cheok and in fact turned baok by a dozen 
policemen on the Mall, that at Lohari Gate Mr. 
Fyson was unwilling to allow them more than two 
minutes further time to disperse, although .Pundit 
Rambhaj Dutt made them sit, that the Pundit, with 
the alertness usual in a virile nature like his, first 
got up on a restive horse, then on an electrio box, 
at a time when shots were being fired, at great per­
sonal risk to himself, and tried his best to get the 
crowd to disperse to their homes. There are soores 
of witnesses for the defence, who deposed to the 
-oommendable part played by him on 10th April night 
and the evidenoe on this point is so overwhelming­
ly strong that the Commission themselves are con­
strained to admit that he tried to get the people to 

;go baok to their homes. , 
Though in order to prevent a oollialoD at that particular 

moment, Rambhai Dutt did DO doubt tl'J' to get the pea .. 
to retire through the Lohori Gate. he oertainly did not 
advise them to end the hartal. We have DO hesitation in 
believing the statement of Martab Ali Shah, P W. 29, that 
even while telling them to retIre. he also told them to 
assemble the next day. . 
This is one of'the -most unkindest outs in the 

whole judgment. If, any"ne deserved commenda­
'tion for assisting the authoritieB'in a oritioal situa­
tion during those fateful days, it was undoubtedly 
Pundit Rambhaj, who did all that a man could 

perly-how Gokhale's spirit would have laughed at 
LordSydenham's "cheek I" Was he not the greatest 
Indian politioian of his day, and was it not pri­
marily " a society of political Sanyasins" (his 
own favourite expression) which he founded and 
bequeathed to his people as his l ... t great legacy 1 
Was Lord Sydenham only joking? It is too good 
to be true, for it is .... ell-known that his Lordship 
lacks a sense of humour. Was he inventing a 
faot? Probably, but 1 believe it ,is a nasty thing 
to have to say of a British peer who happens to be 
an ex-Governor of Bombay. Besides, the inven­
tion is so grossly palpable that it would do but 
little credit to his Lordship's undoubted intelli­
genoe. The most charitable oontruotion one "can 
place on his statement in these ciroumstances is 
that he was so bewildered by Mr. Sastri's evidence 
that he lost his wits for a moment. 

THIS reminds me of a oharge often levelled 
at the Servants of India Society in this oountry,' 
that it has swerved from the path marked out for 
it by its great founder and that it has abdioated its 
legitimate political. funotions in favour of co­
operation, women's education, social servioe and 
what not. The only answer that I can think of 
to this charge is Lord Sydenham's question. The 
faot is the Society oannot afford to ignore politics 
in order to please Lord Sy denham any more than it 
oa'; afford to ignore sooial reform order to please 
Mr. Tilak. 

,do on that night of exoitement. But the judgment SIR EDWARD CARSON is the greatest coxcomb 
taunts him for not advising people to end that ever orowed and strutted on the politioal plat­
the hartal. Was that the hour or the oocasion for form of any oountry. His public speeohes are 
tendering that advioe? Pundit Rambhaj and other those of a bully. His reoent Belfast utteranoe was 
leaders did not shirk their duty, as I shall present- a oompound of bravado and vulgarity. His attack 
ly show, in diosuading people from oontinuing the on Sir Horace Plunkett was in exeorably bad taste. 
hartal, but 9 P. M. in the nig~t when the shops had His allusion to British politicians who would 
mostly olos~d and were not m any o~se expeoted gladly allow American statesmen " to brush their 
to re-open till the next day was oertamly not the b t their heads" was a piece of exqUisite 
most suitable hour to give that advioe. The hartal, B~~lisn~:gate and the highest refinement of sourri­
we muat rem.ember, had begun only abouL a oouple lity. Yet he goes" Carson free" as Mr. Devlin 
of hours e~rher and no .one had any reason to sus- oomplained in the House of Commons, though men 
peot that It w~uld oont~nue the next day. Inde:d, have been sentenced to transportation for life and 
bu~ fO.r the firing, as Raja N arendra N ath, D. W. /6" forfeiture of property here in India for saying very 
said, It would have ended the next day. Where, h lOne of poor Babu Kalinath Roy's crimes, 

. f .. th t d 't' muc ess. then, was the oooasion or giVing a a mOnl IOn th t h had dared to oall an aot of Sir Miohael 
. . P d' R bh'" was a e ,on the 10th Aprll evening? un It am aJ s Im- O'D er "a blazing indisoretion," was it not? The 

mediate business was to get the people to disperse to Att ~ey.General's defence of Sir Edward Carson 
the oity, ~nd no one oan deny that he di~ ~at part too~r my breath away and opened my eyes for the 
'well and m a manner worthy of reoognlt,on. first time to the possibilities of that wee little word, 

( To be concluded. ) " if." Suppose I take his interpretation of the law 

FUN AND FACT. 
LORD SYDENHAM asked Mr. Sastri if the 

Servants of India Sooiety whioh Mr. Gokhale had 
assured him would never be political, had beoome 
so. Dead men tell no tales, but this is enough to 
have made Gokhale squirm and turn in his grave. 
If the shades in Hades are in the habit of reading 
this world's news-which should be the oaS8 if the 
psyohists and mediums know their business pro-

quite sel'iously and indite the following sentenoe: 
" If the Reform Bill is out down, I will call out 
"I. D. F."-will this land us in trouble, Mr. Editor? 

TilE HOD; Mr. M. C. Rajah, the first Punohama 
representative in the Madras Legislative Council, 
is reported to have said that Brahmana sooial 
service is a sham and a delusion. I see that Mr. 
K. V. Reddi, a member of the non-Brahman depu­
tation. has said the same thing in his evidence 
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before the Parliamentary Joint Committee. In 
the opinion of these gentlemen the Brahmans are 
eduoating .. the. depressed olasses" in order to 
keep them in ignoranoe. freeing them from the 
trammels of oaste and custom in order to keep 
them enslaved. and elevating them to the posi­
tion of equals· in order to perpetuate their 
inferiority. The absurdity of this is patent. They 
oan just as well say that men demand votes for 
women with the sinister motive of keeping the 
latter in everlasting subjection. Suoh vulgar 
views may pass muster in the market plaoe, but 
they are entirely out of place in the mouth of the 
first Panchama legislator in . the Madras presi­
dency (and in Indian history too, I believe ). 

.. THE natural intelleotual superiority of the 
Brahmans," is a phrase that occurs in Mrs. 
Besant's latest communique from London. I am 
willing to believe that this is bu t one more instance 
of her characteristic looseness of statement. The 
two pre-eminent Indians of the day-Lord Sinha 
and Mahatma Gandhi-the one representing the 
height of worldly greatness and the other embody­
ing in himself the very acme of moral and spiritual 
perfeotion-are both of them non-Brahmans; the 
former is a Kayasth and the latter a Bania. It 
may be replied that Mrs. Besant's statement had re­
ference only to Madras. But what about the splen­
did Dravidian civilisation which, according' to 
some historians, had reached its zenith when Aryan 
civilisation was still in its swaddling clothes? 
What about Tamil literature which is second to 
nome in the world.in range, richness and variety? 
Is it not a product of the non-Brahmin intellect? I 
think it is the late Mr. Rajam Iyer a great scholar 
and himself a Brahman, who considered Kamban 
as the greatest poet of the world and as 
superior to Kalidasa and Shakespere, and Kamban 
was a non-Brahman, a Vellala. The fact is the 
vaunted intellectual superiority of the Brahman is 
a myth. It is as much a fable as the boasted 
superiority of the white men over brown and black 
mon ( including Brahmans J. According to Emil 
Reich, it is a wicked legend invented by the suc­
cessful nations in order to scare away the nations 
that wish to suoceed. It is a trick of the "upper 
~lasses" of a society who wish to keep the "under­
dugs" always under, in an attitude of prostrate aWe. 
Anthropology, ethnology and history have proved 
beyond the suspicion of a doubt that the differ­
ences which we observe aIDong the various races 
and classes of mankind are accidental and not 
e.-·.'en(ial (as Aristotle would say), e:rtrillsic and not. 
i7ltlinsic, ad·ventitious and not inherent. It is only 
ignoramuses and the inmates of Bedlam who any 
tonger entertain the theory of "natural superiority" 
of a olass or race with anything like seriousness. 

OF all theilhooking cases tried by the shock­
ing Martial Law Commissioners in the Punjab, the 
most shooking is the oase of Dewan Mangal Sen 'of 
Gujranwala who" is seoond to none" in his re-

oord of loyalty, as he himself says in a written 
statement submitted to his judges. The loyal 
services which he has enumerated form a formida­
ble list which bears out his olaim to the letter. 
He oontributed some thousands of rupees to the· 
War Fund, He spent .. a lac of rupees" "in pro­
moting and promulgating loyalty, .. by publishing. 
pamphlets and prize-essays on that theme and 
freely distributing them among the population. 
He gave Rs. 10,000 to the Punjab Aeroplane Fund 
( and had the satisfaction of seeing bombs dropped 
from an aeroplane on his own native-place Gujran- . 
wala. I hope his money was not in that aero­
plane.) But the oulminating point in his loyal 
sacrifices was reaohed when he gave up his "own 
son-in-law .. to serve in the war. He is the reci­
pient of no less than " 500 letters of appreciation'" 
from Viceroys from Lord Lansdowne to Lord Har­
dinge ( including Lord Curzon ) and also from ever 
so many Governors, Lt, Governors, Commissioners, 
Chief Commissioners, etc., etc., ·etc. He does not· 
say whether he has received any certificate from 
Lord Chelmsford, but I should not be surprised if 
he has, for ( and this is the strongest part of Man­
gal Sen's woful tale) the strong man of the Punjab 
himself, " His Honour the late Lt. Governor, Sir 
Michael Francis O'Dwyer, made special mention 
of my loyal services ill his Durbar speech at. 
Gujranwala on the 8th of August, 1917 ... 

THEN, one fine day, Dewan Mangal Sen was 
suddenly arrested, tried·bya Martial Law Tribunal. 
and sentenced "to transportation for life and forfei­
tUre of· property" for "criminal conspiracy and an. 
attempt to wage war against His Majesty," in spite 
of all his loyal services, in spite of his 500 oertifi­
oates of loyalty and in spite of his son-in-law. Ot 
course, it was not the fault of the Martial Law 
JUdges. for has not Mr. Montagu satisfied us that. 
this is the mildest sentence in the law for such. 
tremendous offences as criminal oonspiracy and. 
waging war against the King? I understand that. 
now Sir Edward Maclagan has "tempered justice. 
with meroy .. and commuted the sentence passed 
on Dewan Mangal Sen to one of 2 years' rigorous. 
imprisonment without forfeiture of property. Two 
years in jail may be but a poor reward for a record. 
of loyal services such as poor Mangal Sen has got 
to his credit, but, then, he ought to be thankful for 
small meroies. One might indeed laugh at the 
irony of his plight, were it not that the sentence. 
passed on him is more monstrous than ludiorous. 
His oase affords the most striking illustration that 
has as yet come to the knowledge of the public of 
the scandalous and frightful way in which the 
Martial Law Tribunals passed judgments without. 
the slightest reference to their character and' 
antecedents of the accused and. of the all-too dis-· 
proportionate sentences which they delighted to­
pass. So far as one can Bee Dewan Mangal Sen· 
has done nothing to deserve such a sentence. H~ 
has done notlling to deserve even the tender­
"mercy" .hown by Sir Edward. Maclagan. But be-
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· has done as muoh as mere man oould do to deserve 
· a .. C. I. E. " or at least a "Rai Bahadur." I hQpe 
that he will be set at it liberty immediately and 
that his name will be inoluded in the next Hon-

· ours' List. 

I 

• PUCK . 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

DELAY IN THE PUNJAB INQUIRY. 
To TUB EDITOR OF THE SSBl'AHT 01" INDIA. 

RIB,-In your article on U Our Duty to 'the Punjab, 
published in your i •• ue of 7th August, ooour!!l the following:­

.. Already it is feared that 80me of the evidenoe whioh 
i. vital in tbe inter"t. of justice may bave been loat and· 
may be diffioult of reOoD8truotiiOn." 

I am glad you bave lounded thia Dote of warning in time, 
and I hop. tb. tiov.rnm.nt and tho people would both pay 
b •• d to it. Why? I how on r.liabte aulhority Ihat 
already the whitewalhiog proces. bal begun. In Amritaar, 
th~ police have made efforts to remove the bullet-marks of tbeir 
abote from the leene of "riots," &8 they would have it, while 
Ih. buildiDgo damag.d by tho mob in a 61 of provoked fury 
·have been kept inta.ot. To wha.t end? That the members of the 
",roposed Commislion of enquiry mR.y beconyinced uf:the "enor .. 
moul guilt" of the people by looking at the latter'l uhideous .. 
ues8." If tbi. i. how truth is to be sought after and revealed, 
then we il,ad better be Bplfed the farce of investigation. Per­
,haps, the bureaucracy will not worship Truth unlel8l1he is "eil­
ed and Vlindfolded. Th. Puniabe •• are h.lpl.... They ... 
b.ing cowed down to ~hepoint ofdumbne.o. If th.y open their 
mouths, the almighty baton is dangled before their eyes. Be­
"luIt? SubmilsiveneBB to the degree of timidity. Aud it is 
-(lommon knowledge that lately when Pandltl Madan Mohan 
Malavya, and MotUal Nemu were in Lahore they made some 
-enquiriel into tbe Punjab affaire. But no sooner had they sha­
kan the dust of Lahore off tneir feet than some of those who 
'bad given lome facta to them.were sought after and snu"bLed 
"b1 the police. Since then, it is well~nigh impossible to get at 
tbe facti. for people'revlle to utter a .. ingle .syllable on the 
-Iubjeot of their .uffering. U Do not reopen our wound.,)1 that 
il the common anlwar to one'. query. 

What .hould b. done? I would humbly r.queat aom. of 
.our true patriot. to go o"er to the Punjab and carryon their 
investigatioDs. undaunted by the frown of offioia.la. Else 
<lnly one oiele of tho .hi.ld "ill bo p .... ntod to the Com· 
mi.,ion of Enquiry.-Your., oto. 

FAIIlPLA.Y. 
Bolepur, Aug. 19. 

SELECTIONS. 

I INDIAN DELEGATIONS IN LONDON. 
I AT TAB CUTO" HALL. 

I Tbe London Correapondent of tbe Hinda writes nnder date 
l~lot Augual :-
: .... Mr. Srinivas& Saatri pointed out at the Cuton Ball 
~ meeting on Tueaday, when reprelentatives of all the Indian 
~ Deputatlonl .poke, tb. device recommended 1 tbe Govelrn­
, ment of India moon. oomplele bifurcation an ondle.. fri •• 
, tion" • leluU.. If Lord Chelmsford and hi. colleagues 
I' 'Want to damn diaroby altogether they canDot do better than 
4 persiat in tbe JlrepolterouB expedient of. divided purse. It 
II blS heeD J?ublloly Itated, even by the Moderate delegatest 
" that if tb •• i. to he the ,rioe of diarchy th.y ".ill not make 
tl1bfl purchase. Mr. Srinn'a'i Sutri ha. ltated em.phatically 
U 1ha~ diarchy in thi. form .auno~ b. ~oler.ted. H. dro .. tb. 
'.~ ploturesque aQal~ of a newly muri~d couple belllg ad"\'"i3ed 
~ by tho olergyman .mmedi~toly after tho .. edding to live aport 

lUI a divorced couple in order to avoid all oauea of frioticm' 
.k is even wone than t~jB because according to the scbeme of 
lh. Indian Gov.rnment, .. unfolded to the Committee by Sir· 
James Meaton, one party io the contract would be left in ... 
position of bopeless inferiority. Then indeed the diafchy 
would beoome unworka~le, and the wbole soheme of reform 
would be reduced "to a mockery. . 

BsroltB MBMBEBS or PAld.LUI8NT. 

Ifr •. ~sant write. under d!lte 3lat August :-
At 4 P ••. (onth. 3lBt Jnly) oeveral ofuower.in th.lobby~ 

of the HOOle in Bnurer to an invitation to tea on the terrace', 
from Mr. Rnbert., M. P. I met various old biead., and wall" 

introduced to several memben not pre~ioo8ly known. At 5 
o'clock weleft the terrace witb ita wonderful pile of buildiuSB; 
one on side and the river on the other, for Committee BOOlD' 
No.7, wbere we were to addrels members of the Bouse. The 
number who came aroused general 8urprise, 60 making their' 
appoarance, whereas from five to twelve is tbe uaual number,' 
a division in the HOUle called them away early in the pro· 
ceediug, but they loon returned, and members came and weni 
as tbey could eSQo.pe fror.n Committee or debate, 42 being the' 
maximum present at anyone time. Four deputations were re­
presented by the HOD. Messrs. Srinivasa Sastri and Ram.. 
swami Aiyar, Mr. Jinoah and myself. Mr. Roberts W88 in tIe 
chair, and the member" sat round the tables, on the 8ide-taMes, 
and stood where the:r could. They seemed to he earneatly inter­
e.l.d .nd !iot.nded lOtontiy to the .hort cl •• r .peech •• made 
on the various points aelected: A very appreciative vote of 
thanks was moved by Mr A. Williams, Liberal, and seconded. 
by Mr. W. Smith, Labour, aud Mr. Robert. added .. few warm 
words. Altogether a very pleaaan' and, I think, useful 
functloa.. 

EDUCATING TUB BRITISH PUBLIC. 

MeSBlS. Sastri and Ramachandra Bao are doing mIlCh­
quiet educational work, devoting many hours to the instru­
ction of members of both Bouses in Indjan problems. Mr. 
Bamaswami Aiyar is also dovoting mucb time to long discus­
sions with leadera of opinion. Work of thiB kind i. mo. 
valuable, and myoid theories of the work: of negotiation on 

. one side nnd of popular educational work: on the othorproceed-
ing side by aide are being fully carried out.-NdtD India. . 

MR. SASTRI'S EVIDENCE. 
The Bombay Ch,'onicie oomments thus upon Mr. Sastri'lJ 

evidenoe ill its editorial" columns :-
MR. S.STlU AT HIS BSST. 

The Hon. Mr. Saatri '~ ("vidence before the Joint Committee 
seems to have been a triumph of exposition. From the brief 
8ummary cabled to us, it is clear tbat be covered almost the 
whole ground of the refonDs question, that. is, so far as it 
ie shaped in the Bill before Parliament. Dealing with the 
Government of India, be rightly insisted on the introduction 
of respon-sibility and the appointment of Indians in the Exe­
cutive Council to half its .tren~h. In the Bill there i8 a s8l"i­
OUI gap reg&rding' the future bLeraliBauon of the Government 
of Iudia. There is no provision tbat the statuto~ commission 
should go into the question of the further liberalisation of the 
Central Governmen'. Mr. Saetri asked for 8J:press provision 
for the purpo •• to b. included in the Bill itself. Speaking of 
tbe Provincial Govornments he laid great Itree. on the 
principle -of the joint purle. For the Council to cease to lie an 
offioial appanage, one of the 8rat 8Bsentiaia is power to regu­
late its own business and the election of it. own President. 
Mr. Sastri 8eeml to have di8cussed the matter with lucidity 
and effect. The propoaals of 'be Government of India con­
corning the Gra.nd Committee were oPpoled. We are glad tha' 
Mr. Sastri a.ked that the draft rule •• hould he di.cloaod and 
that rules, Dot of oonstitutional importance, should be altw~ 
able by the Counoil. It is a very modest propolal, but *e 
o.annol dopend on the support of the Government even in 
these small concelBions. 

LORD S\,DBNH.Ul'S TlUBUTa.. 
On the wbole Mr. Sastri's evidence wal 110 impre8sive that 

it profoundly agito,ted Lord Sydenham His Lordship t.ried to 
discomfit Mr. Sasui with an uncorroborated reminisoence of 
hi. own. Mr. Gokb.l., it would .pp •• r ..... ur.d hi. Lord.hip 
tbat 'he Servant8 of India Society would never beoome " poh .. 
tical." Hitherto he waR happy in tba-&: alleged aS8urance, but 
now be groaned that he was decelved! The object of tbe 80-
oiety il "to train national missionariel for the .ervica of 
Jndia and to promote by all oonltitutioDal mean8 the ~e 
intereat8 of tbe Indian people. n And Mr. 4.:iokbole'• brilliant 
politioal career i8 the Lost repUdiation of Lord Sydenha.IDta 
apparonlly apocryph.l otory. Any .. ay Lord Sydellham'. po ... 
il • good tribole to Mr. S .. atr:i'. 8occasa. 
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ACTINA CI1RES D~AFNESS. I 
Not merely improves the 8eD~e of hearing tempo" I 

ra.rily as do Flectropbones,. EaT Drums! etc. but really 
. cnres the disease permanently. The 'Secret of Actinas' 

success is that it removes the causC' ~of the disea.se and 
that is where it differs from all other -treatments. 

The principal cau •• of Deafn ••• is Catarrhal. In­
flamma.tion of the throat and middlp, ear and untH tbis is 
removed the hearing cannot Le restored. The powerfu I 
vapours emanatinl!' from Actina inhaled througb the 
mouth and nostnls and applied to the eye, course 
through the delicate nerves and blood-vessels, removing 
Congestion stimulat.ing oDd invigornting and restoring 
the organ. to th.ir normal healtby activity: 

Actina is the Sllrest, sim]lest ll.F.d most natural cure 
for Deafness and is just 6S effective in other Catarrhal 
diseae Buch I1S Eye Troubles: Hay Fever, Asthma; 
Bronchitis; Headache i Sore Throat; InBuenza. etc. 
Co.ting only R.l5-8 (plu. poatage .te.) Thi. wonderful 
instrument should find a place in every home Booklet 
entitled" Prof. Wilson's Treatise on Disease" contain-

H ing useful health advIce and full P;lrticulars of our Con­
III diti anal Trial Offer, post free on request. Write to-day 

I to Rai B. S. BAh·CnTd',rNi'A"· \~:;~a~~rndin.) 
~ 3 TREATMENT. 
II ,= ,. & #11·: J.. i¥¥h ~ 

JUST 1\ W0RO 
or two to remind you to send your order T~Day for our fam01l, 

COSSI SILK SUIT PIECES 
Worth the price, and a. piece guaranteed for one suit (.omplele 

Price RI. 8 per piece. 

Ord .. frvr;, ,-0000 LUCK COMPANY, BEN ARES CITY, 

I The Madras Co-operative leather Goods 
I ' 
i • Factory. Ltd. 
I STARTED & MA~ AGED 

BY 
THE SERVANTS elF INDIA SOelETY 

Will make all kinds of Boots, Shoes. Sandals, 
Belts. Bedstaps, Handbags. Hold-ails. etc" to your 
complete satisfaction. 
It is a workmen's Society. Workmanship 

Excellent. Rates Moderate. 
THE SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY, 

ROYAPETTAH-MADRAS. 

Dr. 81l1LUR'S MBDU~INBS. 

HIVA-JWAR. 
Ag:ue pilis. 

Price As. 8. 
Per bottle. 

BALAGBAHA 
CHURNA. 

;,."". Epileptic powder. 
Price Re. 1. 

Per bottle, 

Ask for our catalogue for other meaicines & 
Particulars. 

Liberal commission for Merchants. 
Dr. H. M. B1ULUR, 

Dispensary BELGAUM. 

S
OVEREIGN liingworm oi.ntm~nt will give mirac~lo\l8 cure 

in 24 hours. For Chromc R1DgwOrtr.s, DboueJt', Itche@ 
rod otber akin desesses gua.ru.nteed. Numerous Tdlti· 

monial. and one Gold an~ Silver medal. If DolL money will b, 
obtained back. Price per Phial Annas 12, 3, l"bials Rs.2-4, 
Packing and postage free. 

SOVERE1ON /I: Co. (S. E. ) M.dr ••. 

Ramchandra Govind & Son, 
BOOK~SELLERS AND I?UBLISHERS, K1tLKADEVI, BOMB1tY. 

INDl1lN <2URRBN<2Y 1lND 81lNKING VR08LEMS 
By MOHAN LAL TANNAN, B. COM., (Birmingham). BAR-AT-LAW, F. R. E. 8. 

Lecturer in Banking, Sydenham College of Commerce and Economics, B()mboy. 
AND 

KHUSHAL T. SHAH. B. A .• B. SO. (Econ. London), BAR-AT-LAW. 
Professor of Economics, Maharajah's College, Mysore. 

Crown Octavo. Nicely bound. Gold-lettered, nearly 350 Pages with Index. Price Rs. 5. 
GCVBRN1lN<2B CP INDl1l, Price Rs. 3. 

·By KHUSHAL T. SHAH, B. A., B. SO. (Econ., London), BAR-AT· LAW. 
Professor nf Economics, Maharajah's College. Mysore. 

( I ) nigher 1lccounting With 1luditing Notes. By S. R. Davar. 
Ct1icially recognized by the Government of Mysore for use in Colleges and Schools of Commerce 

lind recommended as a text to the Students of the Premier College of Commerce in India. 
A book specially written for the use of Professional Accountancy students as wei> 

as that of Accountants, Legal Practitioners and Businessmen, Price Rs.6-8. 
(2) Elements of Indian Mercantile Law. By S. R. Davar • 

. Recognized and Reoommended as a text-book by the Government Accountancy Diploma. 
Boald, as well as by the Premier College of Commerce for the University, Commercial and AccountBnoy 
Examinations Specially written fOl" tile use oj"" Commerce" and" Accountanc,l" students as well as 
tbat of Businessmen and Accountants. Rs. 6-8-0. 

( 3) Business Organization. An excellent book for the use of students of commerce and 
businessman, particularly those in cbarge of the management of large enterprises such as public­
campanies, Mill Agencies, etc, By S. R. Davar, BAB-AT-LAW. 

( In Press. Expected to be out shortly.) Price Rs. 6. net. . 
Twentieth eentury Bnglish-Marathi Dictionary:-Pronouncmg Etymolo­

gical, Literary, Scientific and Technical by N. B. Ranade, B. A. 2 vols. half Morrooco bound. Rs. 25. 
Shah and Hail's (Profs.) Guide to Bconomics:-In form of question and answer 

nry useful to students of Economics. Rs. II.· . 
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