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Topics of the AWeek.

A Notable Utterance.

ON & lIator page is printed, with theleave of the
Acting President of the Congress Mr. Aney, a speech
made by Mr. G. N. Kunitkar at the recent Congrees
Conference in Poona, which shows what a revulsion
of feeling has come about in eciroles genuinely
devoted to Congress principles. Mr, Kanitkar is
perhaps not much known outside Maharashtra, but
whoever knows him will vouch for it that heisone
of the very few public men in the country who have
a real understanding of and belief in the underlying
tenets of Gandhian philosopby. He is probably the
most prominent among the active Congress workers
in Maharashtra and has suffered long terms of im-
prisonment every time defiance of law was ordered by
the Congress. If Mahatma Gandhi wera to select a
bhundred men fitted by oharaoter and discipline for
lannching individual oivil disobedience, he would
ordinarily have given to Mr. Kanitkar a high place
on this list, for surely Balukaka Kanitkaz is, if any-
one, “ready for every suffering '’ postulated by Mr.
Aney. Buthe has now come to realisa that this
ssorifice would in the present oircumstances be
wholly fruitless—and worse than that-—because so
much hard and strenuous work in the conetructive
line remains to be done. His is a. moving plea for
» re-orientation of the Qongress policy suited o the
changed oonditions that exlst to-day, and we hope it
will recelve at the hands of brother-Congressmen
their most earnest oonsideration.”

Dominion Status in doubt ?

HaAS India been promised Dominion Status? If
go, when is she to attain it? These questions formed
the subject of some obiter dicta by the British mem-
bers of the Joint Select Committee which are none
too hope-inspiring foe the future of this land. Lord
Salisbary who may be regarded as a representative
of the Churchill or die-hard sobool went out of his
way to stress the absence of any pledge, ' When con-
fronted with Lord Irwin’s historic declaration: of

‘Qotober 1929, stating that Dominion Status was the

logical outoome of the pronouncement of polioy of
1917, he had the hardihood to reply that it had no
greater authority than the opinion of an fndividual
which Parlinment can, if it so chose, set aside. Lord
Irwin did not try to resile from the pledge he had
given in 1929 under the authority of His
Majesty’s Government but added there was no com-
mitment 88 regards the time within which India was
$0 take her place among the Dominions.

1f we look only to the letter of his pronouncement
it cannot be denied that the position is correctly
desoribed by him. At the same time it is also
true that the absence of any mention of a time-limit
in no way indicates the indefinite postponement of
the achievement by this country of the status of a
Dominion. That this cannot be so is clear from the
extraordinary expedition with which Lord Irwin pro-
ceeded sbout the whole business. If the conferment of
Dominion eelf-government on India was a question
of decaden of years if not of centuries, it is s puzzle
to us why he put himself to the trouble of undertak-
ing a special trip to England in the middle of his
term. The question might as well have stood
over till he was back in his own country after re-
tirement, and had greater leisure to persuade British
opinion to see 8ye to eye with him. Moreover his
deolaration was not by way of an offer made to the
Indian people by the British Government in a fit of
altruism or absent-mindedness, It was clearly in-
tended as a measure of politioal appessement which,
it ia not unfair to assume, Lord;Irwin on the strength
of his personal knowledge of Indian feeling muat
have represented to the British Government to be
urgently oalled for. Totry to make too much of the
absence of a time-limit in his declaration, an was
done on this cocasion, is to run counter to the.spirit
in which the deolaration was congeived.

But there s really no need for anybody to
speculate on this point. For spesking six years ago at
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a Labour Conference, the present Prime Miniater, Mz, |
Ramsay MacDonald said: “I hope that within a period
of months rather than of years, there will be a new Domi-
nion added to.the Tommonwgalth ef ourNations, s
Dominion of ancther.race, & Deminion that ywijl figd
self-tospect as an pquel withipn thisGommenweajih.
I rofer to India.” (Italics ours) This-utterance shows
beyond doubt what was in the mind of those in high
places in Britain. They were not thinking in tepms of
decades or centuries, nor even of years, but of months
when considering this question of Indian ‘Dominfon.
hood. -In-face-ofall .this, how. oan anybody, much
less. the author of the declaration itself, point to ithe
absence of a specific-time-limit with -a -view .to sug-
gesting that Dominion Biatus eou]d be.withheld from :
‘India:for.very long? ‘No, euch a thing is ynthink-:
able, especially after all the dropes.raised jn :Ipdis
during recent years by Lord Irwin's pronsuncement,
And, then again, what did the.present Vicerey Lord
Willingdon mean when in one of  his earlieat’
.speechesin India on assuming the Vieeroyalty he:
.expressed the hope of .being the first constitutional
Governor-General .of this -country.? His ntterance
.also lends strong support to the view univergslly
held in this couatry that Dominion Status is .now al-
.most.within our grasp. ‘

* L] »*

Ipdia in ,the Commons.

AS waa only natural, recent events in India
Jargely engaged tbe attention of the House of
Commons in the debate raised by Mr. Lansbury on
his out motionin the India O ffice estimates lnst week,
8ir Samuel Hoare, pleading for the continuance of.a
policy of firmness, upbeld the Viceroy’s aotion in
yvefusing to receive .the Mahatma pven for a dis-
oussjon of the restoration of peace—a view which
the Opposition led by Mr. Lansbury strongly
repudiated. Its contention apparenitly was that,
whatever the nature of the reporsts in the possession
of the Government about the doings of the recent
Congress workers' Conference in Poona, Mahatma
Gandhi's request for an interview with Tord
Willingdon was with no other intention than that of
discussing with him the means of re-establishing
peaceful oconditions in India ; and aa such it ehould
mot havo bean turned down. There is no doubt Mr,
IL.snsbury represented & large wolume of Indian
opinion in pressing this view. He also _hoﬁy
oontested Sir Samuel Hoare's claim that the Congress
had been crushed, thanks to the Government’s dusl
‘policy. ‘Mr. Lansbury took ocare to make it clear
&hat his information about conditions in India was
derived, not from irresponsible or unreliable squrces,
but from the Indian delegates on the Joint Select
Committee, none of whom endorsed the Secretary
of State’s view of the Indian situation, As
has been pointed out repeatedly, the fact is that
though the Congress as an arganisation has been
brought under owing to the rigorous snforcement of
draconian Jaws and ordinances, greatly restrictive
of the freedom of the press and public meetings, the
spirit of nationalism and resistanos to Government
has not been killed.

Dwelling upon the success of the dual policy,
S8ir Samuel Hoare remarked that the Government
followed the path of eo-operation with friends in
Indiae If all that he meant was that these so-oallad

friends were not being handled 48 Congressmen were,

be intended to convey thercby a greater responsive-
ness on the part of the Government go their
eo_unsal. we are afraid the statement does not aoccord
with faocts, If_the Government ‘had been all along
-o0-operpting with their-.frignds ineghis epirit, they
woyld ;have hadmany mose friands left for them in
imdia, whish srould:-Jiave ;graatly weakened the non-
<eo-gperation enlt, geven jif ‘it had ;not rendered its
initiation impossible. To go no further back than
the present constitutional discussions, the Govern-
:ment have displayed a oonsistent disregard of the
advyice of ite friends. They have thus to thank
-none >but themselves if as a-result of this flouting
of friendly public opinios tue Indian constitution
as it emerges Trom the Joint -Belect -Oommittes
meets- with stout opposition in Indis.

* * L ]

The late Mr. Sen~Gupta.

THE death.of Mr. J, M. Sen-Gupta at Ranchi on
Saturday last will be deeply mourned as.a great
national calamity. Besides being a distinguished
lawyar, he was a no less distinguished politician who
rose to enviable ‘fame after-the -death-of ‘Mr, 'C. R.
Das. To the Swarajists in Bengal he was asower of
strength. As :leader of the Oppesition in-the ;Bengal
Tagislative Counoil .the late -Bengali leader had a
good record of work to his credit. He was fora
time the Mayor of the Calcutta Municipal Corpora-
tion, to which he rendered valuable services. "Mr,
Sen-Gupta aoted as the chairman of the Reoeption
Committce of the memorable Congress Session of
1928 .held at Calcutts, over which the Iate Pandit
Motilal Nehru presided. He took a prominent pat
in the deliberations of tha All-Parties Conferenoe
also held there just before -the Congress session. It
will be remembered that it was at this Conference
that the Nehra report was sdopted as the national
demand. A section of opinion represented at the
Conference was insistont that India’s political goal
should be complete independence and not Dominion
Status. 1t may be recalled that Mr. Sen-Guptswith
the insight of & true politician threw the whole
weight of his personality in favour of the latterin
preference o the former; and in doing so, he 8
himself to be a faithful disciple .of the late Mr. Das.
The civil disobedience movement -of three-years ago
olaimed bis unguestioning allegianee and :in due
conrse he found himsalf behind prison bars. Prison
life -was stated.to have damaged his health beyond
repair and even his European visit undertaken with
a view o the recuperation of his heslth was ‘belioved
not to-have done him much good. :On his refurnhe
was ayrested in Bombay as a State prisoner under the
natorions Bengal Regulation of 1818 and detained .ak
Darjecling. His health however never improved,
with the result that he had to die notasa free man
but as a State prisoner. Genuine sympathy will ‘be
feltin all quarters for Mra. Sen-Gupta who, though
8 “Westerner, showed by her aonduct on mnnatha,n
one oocasion that she shared ler hushand’s
smbitions and jdeals to the full.

* * »

Harljans and Temple Entry.

WE bad cocasion to comment on the Madras
Government's gircular to its officials that they should
not take active part in the movement for the uplift of
the Harijans. The Madras Government has sinee
made its position clesr by issuéng & press eommuni-
que. It draws attontion to certain meagures $aken
by the Government granting equality of public faci-
lities $o Harijans with the -caste Hindus. The

#he statement is carfainly wnobjectionsble. By if

Government has further given notice of an amend-
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ment of-the- Madras Local Boards Act in order to
biftrgit'in 1ine with' tho ratent’ smendnient of ' the
Midvay Distriot* MbniolpaiRion’ Aok by which i
weltsp tanks and resurvoirs * whivhs: aret nol: privatdd
prepocty- will - ba- thrown!:  operv to all: persons
imaspective.of . oaste. Obstruction to the exeroise of -
this_right will be. penslised. It the amendment is-
osrriad, as 'wy hopyr it wiil ‘'bb, Harifane' will have

eqoal Hgbiw with*oaster Hidusin varak atr will aw it
utben srens;: The sincerity snd zeak of the - Madmis-
Goverhmend' in the . mabier of  the. uplift of the

Harijans is beyopd question; Madras: ranks oniy-
neoxt to Mysore in this respect.

Nevertheless, the Madras Government: found it
necessary to prohibit its employees from taking active
part {tithe Hartian movemant insugerated by  Mahs-
tma-Geandhi: beeavss of ! the highly- sontroversfal
obaracter of the sentivreligious: question . of temple. -
entryy While the govial,: economio- and palitioal |
amalioration of the: Harijans: is - common ground.

between the Government.and the réformers, and even | -

the Sanstanisty, temple-entry, rightlyor "wiotigly,.
happens to bya dividitg foree? Binoe the vooperation’
ofithe : Govermmenl iz of the uimost valuet to theo
cause of Harijan uplift, it meems advisablu-that:
temple-entry should be'separuted from: other'forma of
Harijan:-uplift and entrusted. to- a different body,.
oven as the khaddar propagands initiated by the
Congress was subsequently separated and put under
the Allilndia Spinners® Assvotation: Under such att
amungemuat- both sspects.of: thevoausy: willl thiive;

-’ L 4 !

Social Legislation,

~_ IT appears that the Baroda Governmené propose
to introduce a bill to penalise social customs whioh
stend in-thé way of the assitnilativn ~of ‘the" various'
onstes «: angd | vermnwnitien inthe-Stoky): Benstbly
wewongh, thebill 1s-0f » negakire chisrsaster . and aimp:
st Femoving xestriotions that..mew. eramp- the- soofal
liberty of the people rather than laying a positive -
fnjunction on them. Customary law operated by
oastyrpanchayets whichare of & restvictive charatter
will be:devlared mull'eud-void and penaities dmbosed
on thoss who persist in enforoing them,. Thist is:all
to the good, though..it. would be: foolish-- to.-be. $00
optimistic about the rapid achievement of the cbisots
of the bill. 'Ptesiding over the¢ antiversary of the !
Widow Muarringe Aok in Bombay the-other day,:M¢r.'
Juetios Divatia mowrntully observedithat thiough the!
Hiodn Widow - Re-Marriage Act was  pasked  nat
longrago.as. 1856, the rigour of oustom. forbidding.
the re-marriage.of widows had not materially abated
aud that, aocording ‘to the last ocensus, there were’
nearly thres lakhe of widows under 25 years of age’!

The Indore Durbar is rsported to ocontemplate
a plece of social legisiation intended to' prohibit
the'ruinous expanditure ot woddings and other sosial:
events) - The Indore bill.proposes to' penaliss: those: |
who gimer more than two osste’ dihnem or invite
more. than fifty ‘guests on. such ocoasionst If thia
be true, it is 8 most preposterous and unwarranted
interference with the liberty of the individual gitigen.
The bill is-not mesnt to'remove & rostriction but to
impose one,~a course of action.whioh requires muoh
grenter justifioation than has been vouschafed so far.
Howevar desirableit mayba tolive within one’s means
and restriot wasteful expenditure, it is not . certainly
a matter for legislation to' presorlbe how many
dinmersa person may give and how marty guests he
mey Invite: Suock restriction was,..we have. beerr
reliably told; attempted in Australia; when Labour
ruled, but not by legislation. 1t appearsthat a cook
told her mistress one afterncon that she.could nok

unfon-rules-permittod-only fwo-dinner pariies-a-weels; -
and no mora! In comsequence, the guests and the
hosts had to make a- piedis party of it. Indore
proposes to go one better. - The enlightened Maharaja
Wil dé~ betler-to- pof- ot exadiple- himeelf,  which~
will be followed-by obhers, than to- interfare by
legislation’ with the* goofdl Tiberty" of 'hik~ subjects
fn this ridiculous manner, Bufanything is pessi+
ble in anIndisa State: : :

Whatever: be- the merits' of sucdh propdssls,
some : of the Indian- Btates arc entitled to the
oredit- of-being shead of British India in the’
niattaf’ of social legislation. It wonld, indeed ba”
ntord  gratifying” if they wire” equilly gd-alesd-
in the ‘matter of political reforwy and’ pusaa 1ead”
to- British- Indis' But of thabt there is- mo- sigh}
Omn the other hand, Indian States;: the -inosk pros
gressive among them, are deoades behind British
Indis {0 political evolution.
»

L ] *

BYoadcasting _ o

SPEARING  af ' the  sixth ~ arnniverssty of 'the
fridnguintion of ‘briadéasting ‘it India'-or' Stiiday”
lastt in' Bombay, the::Governor of Bombay-rightly"
gipatiated -on the: grester - need and wider opportus
nities of broadeasting. in- India compared with-:
othez countries, because in India the written
sword has a lesier reach dué to the phenomenal’
flliteraoy' of her ypeoples. He ' referred- to: two
drags on¢ the rapid ‘expansion’ of' broadvasting’
iu Indiasthe nucber and variety of languages and-
finance.. Each. linguistio. area is,. however, large -
encugh to form a broadoasting unit. And atany
rate the drag is not one which holds” out'bope of be-"
ing eliminated in time, Financd, however, isd drag”
that!earn be:alimiitated; If wé 'are nofs mistaken, the'-
Government of India'# sccrebariat- hag'even now a-
poheme fully worked out for » brosdcasing service for
thé whole of India and the cost js not prohibitive, at ’
any” rats, compared with ‘otliet scHertids of leaser”
pub¥ie utility that4Hd Government' have beatt alle to'
finance; To pronsste such’ e scheecof 'adult educatior
there' should berio serious dbjeation- toraising nloan
The'Government of India:-will do well . to ocall fos,
gether the Education Ministers in the Provinces and
hammer out s broadoasting service for the whols of
India. - If -the'will was therd, ' finanve’ shodid: not’
be s ingtisperable: obstadle! even inv these.'dayw of
finanoial - deprespior. -

The eontrol and uge of the'service will, hawever,

"be: a tiokligh: propoeition, particularly /if, as the

Bombay Goverwor wished, tha serviceis:to be utilis.
ed for the purpose: of- explaining the policy of the
Government. Broadoasting is a powerful weapon to |
influence the voter and, ‘controlled’ by ‘Government’,”
partionlarly in theé present eircumséances of India; it-
is linble to-unworthy exploitation.. It* was widely
believed in- Engiand that the last election was pre-
oipitated in favour- of the National Government by the
1ast minute speeches of Mr, Ramesy MacDonald and'-
Lord Suowden in which they were alleged to' have
frightened the votersithat if they did mot vote for the-
National Government their savings-would depreciate
enormously | It-will also be recalled that Mr. _Winsion‘-
Churohill was again and again refused permission  to"
broadeast & speech on India while others were allow”
-ed to do so. In India; broadcasting under: Govemqlé.ntﬂ
oontrol iz bound to be ueed:only for giﬂ:}g pul?lml_ty-
to the spesohesof Governors and. of officially-inspir--
-od persons. It is very unlikely -that its use_will be
lent to, say, Mahatma Gandhi, Broadcasting’ for’
. political purposes‘is a questionable’ advantage; sny-

cook ‘for the dinner party thet night a3 the trade

: where and more so in Indis-to:day:
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SURRENDER AND SUICIDE.
HE Poona Conference convened by Mr M. 8,

Aney, the Acting President’ of the Congress,

is & deplorable instance of an uiter lack of
political sense in the most popular of political or-
ganisations in the country, the Indian Nationsl
Congress. Notwithstanding the seal of secrecy laid
on the members of the Conference, snough is known
of its proceedings to permit the: public to draw rslia-
ble conclusions therefrom. The Confersnce had to
discuss the mutual relations between Mahatma
Gandhi, the Congress and civil disobedience, The
proceedings of the first day made it absolutely clear
that the great majority of the delegates were opposed
to the continuange of eivil . disobedienoe in any form
and were anxious that it should be cailed off on its
own merits and irrespective of the attifude of the
the Government. Vigorous opposition was voiced
from the most unegpected quarters, and amongst
them, Bombay, which contributed most in men and

money. The Mahatma had, on the other hand, made

up his mind that, whatever happened, civil dis.
obedience should be continued, if only in 8 modified
form. He was prepared in the last resort to confine
it to himself, for to him it was a matter of conscience
and religion and not a matter of policy. Civil dis-
obedience was inevitable for him ; but he was willing
to release the Congress from it, That would mean de-

priving the Congress of his leadership—a conting-

ency which neither the Mahatma'’s Cabinet nor the
Conference was willing to contemplate. The Con-
gress would suffer very heavily in prestige and in-
fluence if the Mahatma abdicated its leadership. The
Mahatma and civil disobedience were inseparable;

and if the Congress must have the one it must swallow

the other, If the Congress is to be involved in the
movement, it is obvious that it would oreate greater
impression on the Government if civil disobedienca
was oh a mass-soale and not confined to a few indi-
viduals. But the Mahatma wes not so keen on im-
pressing the Government as on eatisfying his own
conscience. He found mass civil disobedience had

Causes. He would, therefore, have none of it. There
was, thus, hardly any common ground between the
Mahatma and the Conference. To sum up the posi-
tion : the Conference would retain the leadership of
the Mahatma but drop civil disobedience, individual
or mass; if, however, civil disobedience should
be continued, it preferred mass to individual, The
Mahatma, on the other hand, would retain civil die-
obedience but confine it to individuals. He would
continue to be assooiated with the Congress on that
condition, failing which, he would withdraw from its
leadership, plough his lonely furrow, and let the
Congress follow a different course.

In a characteristic speech charged with his own
personality and made more powerful by a strong
appeal to emotion, the Mahatma asked the Conference

| of eivil disobedience,
1 the admission of the failure of civil disobedience

| to give up with righteous indignation the defeatist

talk of surrender, the unconditional abandonment
Jt would mean not mersly .

but an abject surrender to a haughty and insolent
| Government. It was an irresistible plea. Tt was
further reinforced by the passionate appeal of "no
surrender ” made by the venerable Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya, the Bhishma of Indian politios.
The combination of the Mahatma and the Pandit was,
naturally enough, irresistible; and the Conference,
much againet its judgment, almost solidly voted
against the calling off of civil disobedience uncon-
ditionelly, The Mahatma’s proposition in ‘favour of
individual civil disobedience was, however, defeated.
The only alternative was the retention of the siafus
guo ante, "But to give it a more innocent lock, the
Conferenos decided to call off civil disobedience on
the 1st -of August if in"the meanwhile the Mahatma..
came  fo -an honourable settlement with the .

| Viceroy.

The Mahatma promptly telegraphed to the Vioe-
roy for an “ unconditional ” interview. The Viceroy
declined to bargain with the Mahatma the terms for
the withdrawal of the * unconstitutional ” campaign.
It must be withdrawn first. -And as Government
had reason to believe that the Mshatma was not
willing to do 8o, no useful purpose would be serv-
ed by an interview. The Mahatma expressed sur-
prise that the Viceroy should have cradited unattho-
rised press reports of confidential proceedings of an
informal conference and based his refusal on it and
renewed his request for an interview. The Viceroy
sgain refused. B8ir Samuel Hoare challenged the
Mahatma to deny that he advocated the continuance
of civil disobedience. The Mahatma replied evading
the direct challenge and drawing a red-herring
across the path.

In the meanwhxle the Mahatms held daily and
prolonged debsates ‘with his Cabinet regarding the
policy of the Congress. Ullimately he succeeded-
in imposing his will on them. In flat contradiction to.
the resolution of the Conference ¢arried by an over-
whelming majority, his Cabinet agreed to the indefi-
nite suspansmn of ‘mass civil disobedience and the '
adoplion ~of individual civil disobedience. The

ad | Mahatma was apparently not impressed with the
degenerated on account of secret methods and other

argument that it requird no organisation for purely
individual action, that it was wholly unnecessary
to-commit the whole Congresa. to civil discbedience
if only a few individuals on their owa responsibility
and intiative were to act upon it. He would insist
with a zeal worthy of a bebter cause on the retention
of oivil disobedience as the nominal, if wholly
unreal, polioy of the Congresa.

The Mnhatma went further and practieally
dissolved the Congress organisations in the counfry.
Mr. Aney has since issued a statement foreshadowed

and practically anticipated by the Mabaima in’
whioh, while not uncoanditionally withdrawing eivil
disobedience, he advised the discontinuanoce of mass
oivil disobedience, including the no-tax and the no-
rent campaign, and the abandonment of pecrat me-
thods of propaganda and the dissolution of the Con.
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gress organisations, including the All-India Congress
Committee. The right of the individual who may’
b ready for ‘every suffering’ was reserved, and
Congressmen who wished to do constructive work
were permitted o dosuch work as they were -boat
fitted for.

From gvery point of view this decision is mosﬁ
lamentable. .It ie true that the aititude of the Gov«
ernment gave no encouragement to the Mahatma to
abandon oivi] discbedience altogetber. The Congress
stood to gain nothing from the Govermnment. by so
doing. There was no prospeot of the Congress being
at this stage invited to oc-operate in the work of the
Joint Select Committee.
on the part of the Government to refuse tosee the
Masheatma, though: it may be that from the Cons
greas point of view it was an advantage to be denied
an interview rather than that the Mahatma should
break off negotiations subsequently on some com-
paratively minor point of difference.

Nobedy who knew anything of the temper of
the present Government could have heen surprised at
its unaccommodating attitude., It would have
been a gratifying surprise if it had acted otherwise,
It wounld have displayed statesmanship. The only
ground, therefore, on which the Congress was justifi-
ed in basing its decision was other than the attitude
of the Government, which was a foregone conclusion,
‘Was it in the interest of the country and the Congress
itself to take the line which it ultimately did? The
Congress hes done exaotly what the Government
wished it to do and did much more, but without getting
eny benefit out of it, It surrendered to Gavernment but
gracelessly and unprofitably. Government demanded
the abandonment of eivil disobedience; the Congress

It was a oolossal - blunder |

went further and dissolved itself. A1l that the Con®
gress stood for has been abandoned except tha
name of civil disobedience, ‘The Government counld
not have wished for a greater disorganisation of the
Congress than what the Congress leaders have them-
selves brought about, - The victory of the Govern<
ment is complete. The onrly surprising thing about

it is that neither the Government nor the Congress
- wiil admit it.

Civil disobedience ig dead, but the
prestige of both is very much alive,

It is not surprising that the futile and self-stult:-
fying tactios of the Congress high command have noﬁ
won universal acceptance from Oongrassmen Some
of them continue o rebel against the desision ‘and are
explormg other courses of action, In almost evary-
province there are influential Congressmen who con-

- template the revival of the Swarajist school of polx»

tios, asscciated with the revered names of C R. Daq
and Motilal Nehru. These dissentients are ‘sure to
gather some support in the country. But they suffer
from the disadvantage that they have no cuistanding
personality compsrable to Mr. Das or Mx Nehru to
lead them todsy. Nor are they likely to command the
funda necessary for the efficient organisation of their
party. The unet result of it all ia the utter demorali-
gation of all nationalist forces in the country, and in:
particular, of the ome powerful and well-organised
party, the Congress, 'There is mnothing fto take its
place, The communalists and the reactionaries will
bhave a free Tun of the country. This is where high
but impractioable idealism in politios has landed the
country. Nobody need be surprized if the British
Government plays fast and loose with India’s aspi-
ralions and whittles down even the White Paper pro-
posala, ‘

NON-TRANSFERABILITY OF PARAMOUNTOY.

HE demand of the Indian States’ people for slective
T representation in the federsl legislature as an
essential condition of federation provokes a fesl-

ing of ineffable exasperation in the minds of many
British Indian leaders. There being not the least
chance of its being conceded, it oan possibly do no
good totbe States, but can only put a spoke in the
wheels of British Indian self-government, since Bri.
tish statesmen have rightly or wrongly made federa-
tion an essentisl condition of Indian eelf-government,
In spite of this feeling the Conferences of States' psc-
ple, under the guidance of British Indian politicians
themegelvee, have been reiterating this - demand year
after year. Nor are these politicians who have
lent the weoight eof their name to the Confer-
ences as Presidents to be lightly set aside as wholly
irresponsible and uninfluential people; for they ara
vo other than Dewan Bahadur'M. Ramachandra Rao,
Mr. G, Y, Chintamani, Babu Ramanand Chatterjee,
and Mr N, Q. Kelkar. These would rather bave no
federation and no self-government for British India
{assuming thet self-government for British India is
bound up with federation) than have a foderation
dominated by autooratic Princes and the kind of eelf-
government that such a federation would make pos.

si‘ble. The accession of Mr. Kelkar this year
tothe ranks of . politicians ' who hold - this view
is full of significence. For, from the antecedents
of the political party of which he is now the acknows-
ledged leader, one would have thought that, given
a ohoice between the elimination of British authority
and the substitution for it of some Indian authority,
however autooratic or oligarchio, Mr. Kelkar would
unhesitatingly prefer the latter. In no party’s pro-
gramme did naked and unashamed racialism fill such:
& large and dominating part as in that founded by
the late Mr. Tilak ; and if his successor now, with the
suppork of the same party, deliberately rejeots what
is put forward before the country as the only means
of getting rid of the British and their control, may
it not be that the federal union that is now proposed
between -the people in British India and the rulers
in Indian States will be of such & character that,
without putting the British out, it .will put the
Princes in? Our hot-gospellers of federstion msay
give a thoughi to this,

The All-India States’ People’s Conference intros
duced m gomewhat novel feature in its work this
year. Looal grievances of the residonts of indi-
vidual States are usually considered in conferences
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of those States ; but a great many of the grievances
are of g smnlar charaoter and are common to &
large number of States. It was therefore. deoided.
on the suggestion of the ‘President, that a general
resolution - detailing & number of more important
griavancel should ba placed .before the Confer-
ence and that the speakers, in speaking to ik,
should give speoific instances of injustice and ill-
treatment from their own States. General allegations
of misrule were rigorously excluded; detailed state-
ments of happenings within the speakers’ personal
knowladge were called for and the heavy responsi-
bility which they incurred by making such state-
meonts was repeatedly pointed out. With all these
preocasutions some thirty speakers gave such a har-
rowing account of the oppression and misdesds of the
rulers and other officials of their States that it would
be incredible if it were not made under the condi-
tions just mentioned, The reoital of these oases of
gross misgovernment brought the Conference face
to face with the question of the suzerain power's in-
tervention. Quite a shorttime ago the workers in
the cause of the States’ people, particularly of the
Congress persuasion, were not disposed to invoke or
even to support the intervention of the British
Government in States’ affairs. They thought then
that their political ereed of non-co-operation pui
them under a disability in this matter. This feeling
has now undergone a complete change. There can
be no sin, they seem to argus now, in receiving even
from a satanic government protection against still
more satanic governments, Qpinion is now unanim-
ous among all States’ workers that the paramounicy
of the imperial Government must be maintained in-
tact, and, what is more important, the Government
must be pressed to bring it into exercise wheonaever
there is need for it. ’

The main purpose of the present article, however,
is to draw attention to the theory that the - States’
people have just developed about paramountey. But
befors doing 80, reference must be made to the theory
enunciated by Sir Leslie Socott on behalf of the
Princes. Before the appearance of this Iawyer upon
the scene, it was thought by all in this country,
inoluding our own lawyers, that paramountey pro-
perly belonged in the Government of India, and
would, like all other subjects dealt with by this
Government, be given over to popular control on a
grant of self-government to British India. It never
dawned upon anyone then that it could possibly be
otherwiae, Sir Leslie Scott however propounded & new
doctrine. It was somewhat like this, Paramountoy
really belongsin the Crown and not in- the Govern-
ment of India; and the Crown has no power, even
when it turns over the whole of the Government of
India to popular control, to transfer paramountcy
with it, unless it be with the consent of the States’
rulers. For parsmountoy comsists of a bundle of
rights and & bundie of duties. While the former it
oan transfer at will, the iatter it eannot, acoording to
the wall-known legal maxim that rights oan be
transferred, but not duties, exocept with the consent
of those fn whosa behalf the duties may bave been

assumed. The Crown has undertaken by treaty
to protech the Siates and it must ocontinue to
fulfil that obligation until the States thempsolves
absolve it from its performance. In order, however,
to be in & position to ocarry out the undertaking, it
is necessary for the Crown to keep the armed forces of
India under its oontrol.- Defence of India there-
fore is ons of those mubjects which it will not be
legally open to the Crown, however well-disposed it
may ifself be to this course of action, to transfer
for management to the people of British India. Such
transfer will require the previous consent of the States,
i. e, their rulers. British Indian eelf-government wiil
thus require the previous eonsent of the Princes, Not
only was it the case that this theory did not lie with-
in the horizon of the British Indian lawyers before
it was put forward by Sir Leslie Scott, but they re-
fused to recognise it even after it had been put forward.
They wrote elaborate refutations of it. But political
ciroumstances have changed, and o have the opinions
of our lawyers on constitutional theories. British
Indian lawyers and politicians as a class now accept
the Scott thesis, Defence and, therefore, self-govern-
ment are, as & matter of pure constitutional theory,
inoapable of being transferred to the British Indian
people, without the consent of the rulers of States, in
whose bohalf the obligation’ of protecting the States
wag undertaken by the Crown.

The States’ people now say: since you
accept this doctrine in its application to the
rulers, you must acoept it in its application to us too.
As the Crown by its position as a paramount power
has undertaken to protect the Siates and their rulers
from infernal insurrections and external invasions,
50 has it undertaken to proteot the States and their
people from the misgovernment of the Prinoces.
And as it would be legally incompetent to the
Crown to transfer the performanoe of its obligation
towards the States' rulers to British India, so would
it be legally incompetent to it to transfer the perfor-
mance of its obligation towards the States” people to
British India, The Crown is bound by treaty engage-
ments to protect the States, and it is admitted that
the consequence of the assumption of this obliga-
tion is that it has got to keep the Indian army
under its control in order that it may be able to
give the promised protection to the Princes, release
from this obligation being obtained only by secur-
ing the consent of the latter. Similarly, it musé be
admitted that the Crown must keep the Indian
army ander its control in order also that it may
be-able to give to the States’ people the profection
that has been promised them in treaty, release
from this obligation too being obtained by secur-
ing the oonsent of the Iatter. It is obvious that the
duty which the Crown has undertaken by freaty
to disoharge towards the people of the States, vix,
thet of protecting them from gross misrule, is not a
duty, release from the performance of which can be
given by those from whom misrule is to be appre-
hended. It is not therefore to be supposed that Bri-
tish Indians can seoure control over the army only if

_they got the Princes to oconsent to it; they musk
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also get the consent of the States® people. The army

may be required for protecting the latter as well
-ag the former.  Consent of both will therefore
have to bs taken befora military conftrol oan
be transferred. Xt is not therefore as if sll
obatacles to the fransfer of defence would be
removed if only & federation is brought about.
Then the cbjeotion on the side of tha Princes alone
will have been surmounted, though even with regard
to this the Princes ssy that their consent must not be
understood as being given merely becauge they join
‘the federntion; and that their individual consent will
have to be expressly taken befors military control
can be transferrad, But, whatever that may be, the
objeotion would still remain after the effactuation
of federation, that the people of the States, for whose
proteotion also the Crown has to keep the army
under its own wundivided coatrol, have not given
their consent; and this oconsent will not be forth-
coming until elective representation in the federa]
legislature is provided for. For the army to be
transferred therefore it is'just as necessary,: under Sir
Leslie Scott’s theory, which is now accepted both by
the British Government and British Indian politi-
ocians, to concede the demand of the .people as that of
tha rulers of the States, The All-India States’ People’s
‘Conference definitely  adopted. a resolution to the
offeot that paramountcy and all that it implies should
be held incapable of transfer by the Crown until the
people in the States are satisfied that the obligation
underfaken by it of protecting them from misrula
-gan be otherwise adequatsly discharged.

This is a matter for jurisia to decide, but we
are ourious to know how our politicians and
lawyerg, aoccepting a theory in one aspect, can
rej2ob it in enother. If it holds good in regard
to one obligation, we as mere laymen think that
it should bhold good in regard to another
-obligation,

OBSERVER.

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S “ BRAIN
TRUST. "

VHE professor fs now having hisday with the
Government of the United States. Eduecators
who used to be asoused of sitting in their olass-

rooms hundreds of miles away from the ocapital and
teiling how the Government ought to be run are be-
ing given an opportunity by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt fo put their theories into practice.

One after another half a dozen College Professors
have oome to tha foreground as drafters of the
emergency legislation the President has been pre-
senting to Congresa. Mr. Roosevelt has relied

heavily on this group in the months he has been in

offios,

The President’s practice of consulting Profes-
gors oan be traced back through the political cam-
paign and pre-inauguration days, Onoe of his promi-
nent advisers then was Dr. Raymond Moley, profes.
sor of public law at Columbia University, who is
now Assistant Secoretary of State in the Govern-
ment, Around Dr. Moley has eprung up a whole
group of professor advisers. Thess include Dr. Rex-
ford Tugwell, professor of sconomios at Columbis

University, who has become ‘Assistant Secretary of
Agrioulture; Dr. Adolf A. Berle Jr, a Columbin
University financial authority who is appointed
Government’s advigser on railroad legislation, Dr, HL
Parker Willis, professor of banking atColumbia Unf-
versity, who holpad to draftths Foderal Rosarve Aot
of 1913 and bag lately been aiding witk new banking
laws, Dr, Herman Oliphant, professor of Iaw at Johns

' Hopkins University, who has been appointed general

osounsel for the Federal Farm Baard and Dr, 1. Myers
of Cornell Uaiversity who has been appointed
assistant to the Chairman of the Fedoral Farm Board.

The man who drafted the agricultural bill was
Dr. Mardecai Ezekial, economic adviser to the Sacre-
tary of Agriculture, While not a collegs professor,
Dr., Ezakial is the same typa of man, ' '

Another recent addition to the professorial staff
of the Government is Mr. H. E. Baboock, massistant
to the Caairman of the Farm Bosrd in charge of
marketing. Mr. Babcook was professar of markot+
ing at Cornell University for two years 1320-22." Hoe
left the teaching staff to enter into more aotive work
of co-opsrative purchasing. ~He is a trustes of Com
netl University. ' ’ B

‘This group has been under search-light for dome
time. Political ecircles in Washington 6all them
“professora™ or “‘the Columbia { University ) crowd.”
A common newspaper phrase for them is the “braia
trust”, this was used by Mr. Rooseveit himself
during his campsaign, when they were assist-
ing  him with his speeches and providing him with
ideas. For a characteriestion of their lendar I quote,
The New York Ttmes. The group "“is headed by
Professor Raymond Moley... He ja miles shead of
his fellow collegiana in influence { with President
Roosevelt ) and mental fertility. To him come all
the schemes he does not himself invent and he passes
On thm." . ’ .

A poetic catalogue of the principals in the
“brain trust,” done by & newspaper vesifier, runs 3

OLD SONG, WASHINGTON STYLE.

School daysd, school days

Good old golden rule days

Moley and Tugwsll and Dr. Berle,
Telling w8 ali how to save the world'.

That this group has much influence with Presi<
dent Roosevelt, that Professor Moley sees tha
President more often and more intimately than any
of his other advisers or any Democratic party leader,
and that they press the President in a direction eonc
trary to the best 'of sueh orthodoxr Damocrats and
Congervatives as Seoratary of State Cordell
Hull, BSooreiary of the. Treasury - William
Woodin, Ssnate Leader Joseph T. Robinson, Senator
Carter Glass, by far the most irnportant party leadew
in the Senabte—-all this is the ecommonplace observa-
tion of every well-informed persorn in Washington.
Spesches in. Congress allude to them and to the powen
ascribed to them., As a leading newspaper man
puts it:

*“The brain trust is a confident group, Its meme
bers almost completely ocoupy the inner chamber of
the President's ear. They produced the farm relief”
bill... They worked out the currency devalorising
and stabilization formula. They sponsor the biil for:
government supervision of wages, hours of labour
and produetion.”

In personal relations, the Professors are agree-
able, urbane gentlemen. They are a group to them-~
solves. They are as distant as possible from the
Demooratic leaders in Congress. . Benator Carter
Glags has frankly made publie his disapprovat of
some of the measures which the professors inspire.
Party Senate Leador Joseph T. Robinson is obliged
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“$o gulp some of the Profesgors’s ideas which arehard to
swallow, Democratic heads of important committees in
‘the House of Representatives and Senate have been
©lose to open rebellion against pressing on Congress
Jmeasures which the Professors have inspired,

The Profesgors are by no means to be confursed
with politieal “radicals,” There may be a partis!
identity of view, or overlapping of idees, belween
the acedemio grcup srcund the President, and =
very few of the more extreme radicals in Congress.
Generally the Democrats in the Congrese area little
suspicious of the academic group, vaguely aware
that the Frofessore have a portentcus end in view.
and disturbed by the very mystery of it. The Demc-
crats in Congress resent the Professors as persons
who bave come into power through the mere accident
of rerronsl aseociation with Mr, Roosevelt, wheress
Copgresemen feel they have worked for their power
and place, bave aftained their franchice in the nor-
mal political wsy, by submitting their ideas ana
their personelitics to the voters. Aside from that
resentment on personal grounds, mcet of the memkbers
of the party would be strongly opposed to the form of
soc;':l organjeation toward which the Professors

wor

The Democrats in Congress, while wvague about
the nltimate objective of the Professors, krow pretty
well tbat their programme is about the oppoeite of
everything that Democrats kold high, as contzary s
poeeible to the doctrines of Jefferson. Scme Demo-
crats in Copgrees hold their principles dear; en
explosive insurrection sgainst the Professors is
distinctly & possibility. ‘* We worked and sweated,”
one Democratic leader says, “to give the country
& Democratic administration. But these Professors
are mneither Democrats nor Republicans. They
den't let us know what they are, ”

As to the public, T wonder how the averasge
American would feel. Possibly some, especially
those of the City worker iype, would eay in effect:
* The politicians have done pretty badly, the busi-
ness men not much better; let's give the Professors
& chence.” EBut ro far as the aversge American
would say that, be would mean: *“Let’s give the
Professors a chance to put us back on the old track.”
Very few aversgo Americans in my opinion would
be willing to give the Professors power to set the
country on a new {rack, sfrange to American ways.

‘What are the ideas of the Professors who
ingpire the meagures being enacted by the Congress ?
‘What is their objective? Towerds what changes in
the eocial syetem do they wich to carry the country?

Here 2gnin we have a complexity of terms, One
writer says that the Frofessors are out to * destroy
capitaliem.” The wcrd *destroy” is much too
strong to describe the Professors’ present intention,
though one or two of them may have consciously in
mind the getting rid of capitaliem as the ultimate
objective of their theories, 1f the American system
is to be called capitalism, then the system the left
wing of the Roosevelt administration hes in mind
must be called sooisliem. But the more appropriate
words to describe them would be individualism
and colleotiviem,

But the professors do not bhave collectiviem
ap their immediate objective. To describe what they
propose to do in the immediate present is difficult, A
word that appears over and over again in the present
changes they are making or advocating, is “ Con-
trol”, There baes till now beer “controlled”
currenoy,  controlled " prices, * controlled " produc-
tion in industry—the control being governmental,
located at Warhington, and exercised by the Profe-
asors or by those whom they approve. Amnother
word they often use is “planned.” The Baiti-

mere Sun, a principal Democratic paper in the cou-
ntry, which is pretty excited against the Professors
and tlz.e power they exercise, calle them the “ planne:
wing.

Some light is thrown vpon what the Profegsors
8t Wasbington bave in mind by a book published
recently by one of them. The book, of ccurse, is not
to be interpreted ss an suthentic programme, All
weo can say isthat it was written by Professor Rexford
Tugwell of Columbia University, now saesistant
Secretary of Agriculture in the Rcosevelt adminis-
tration. The beok’s title is, “'The Industrial Disci--
vline”. It gives & scholarly political philoscphy of
etate control of industries. Throughout the bock
]Z{r. Tugwell writes with restraint and with scholarly
diseipline. Dynawic things are eaid and advocated
in the most dispeesicnate, disinterested, scholariy
and difficult way. In fact the book is & very difficult
reading even for a scholar and much more so to an
average wan, The avthor all through maintsirs
that ke js a liberal. But he proposes s system in
which constraint, “ ccntrol,” is & first principle. A
pregnant gentence in Frofessor Tugwells’ book reads s
* It tecomes more and more clesr thet there free-
dcme bave to be restricted”. The Democrats in des-
lglt:ir ]are apking if restriction of freedom marke a
lberal,

The Democrats’ as well as the otber parties in
the United States feel that the Professors seem to
attempt to do something to Ameriea without lettirg
America beccme aware of it until after the thirg
is dome, They thirk that in a epirit of sportsman-
ship and gocd faith the professor controllers cught
to tell Americans plainly just where fthey propcee
to carry them, and give them a chence to sey in
i;;i'wzm:ca whether or not they wich to be csrried

ere,

New York, P. GOPALA KRISANAYYA,

O London Letter.

(BY AIR MAIL.)
{ From Our Correspondent. )
Lonpon, July 14,

INDIAN NEWS,

T the time of writing we are still awaiting the
A regult of the Congress mesting at Poona, The
report seems to be confirmed tkst, instead of
accepting the view that oivil disobedience is dead,
and that its resuscitation as a8 maes movement would
be unpopulsr if noi quite unsvccessful, Mahatma
GandLi hes upset bis collesgues by urging them to
substitute a system of individusl civil disobedience
by the selection of a hundred fried collagues and
followers who would be willing to act ss exemplars
of the culk, with a view to keeping civil disobedience
&8 a principle before the country .and in order to
attract the sympathies of the outside world to the
csuse of Swaraj and of Indian nstionalism. Buch a
recommendation seems to have little, if anything, to
recommend it, and it is extremely doubiful if a-
gcheme of this kind would have any morsl suppors
at all abroad, where, except in narrow radical and
theoretioal circles, it would in all likelihcod remain
unobserved and without influence in the direction
desired by Gandhiji. Apsrt from that objection, it is
inconceivable that it would result in any better
relstions between the Government and the Con-
gress, Almost inevitably the Government would
take the line that they cannot possibly recognise s
Congress deoision that would in- effect merely mean.
the suspension of masa civil disobedience for an in-
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definite period, whilst etperts in civil disobedience
were being created under the sgis of the:Congress oz
were perfecting their teohnique in order that, -at some -
indefinite date in the future, & fresh concerted masa
movement of oivil ' disobedience might be organised
by them at-difforent ocentres in' India. ' Observers

who have recently come here from India:have

reported the general conviotion eaid to have been
expressed yesterday by Mrs. Hansa Mehta that the
oivil disobedience movoment was dead long befors
it was technichally suspended by Mahatmaiji .t the
beginning of his fast. If that be in truth the fact
and if there be a widespread feeling among Con-
gresamen in all paris of 1ndia that the new instru-
ment for the expressior of Congress pelicy ought to
be forged in the light of whatever constitutional
developments may come into operation within the
next two years, it would seern that Congress would
be stultifying itself by adopting Mahatmaji's recom- -

mendation; Notwithetanding the -strong personal ,

suthority that he wislds he has been so long out of
touch with events in the country that i is hoped that
those of his tolleagues and his non-Congrese friends
who are more clossly in touch with the desires of the |
nation will pravail and thet he will be persuaded to
bow to their judgment.: - ‘
_ Meanwhile it would be interesting to know the
origin of the canard to the effect that Mahatma Gan-
dl:gi had requested an unconditional interview with the
. Viceray, but that Lord Willingdon had declined to-
#e0 him until the Congress had definitely abandoned

its assooiation with the unlawful movement of :

civil disobedienoe, - 'The report created considerahle
disturbanoe-in the minds of friends here, who were
not reasgured until they learnt auvthoritatively that

there was no truth in the statement, which was |

confirmed by an oﬂicigl denial the following day.

' Later.

Yonterday's disoussions among Congress representa~
tives gathered at Poona, It would appear therefrom
that no decision has been taken ‘to abandon, oivil;
disobedience, but that Mahatma (andhi has been
authoriged to communicate with the Vioeroy; with
a view to disouss with him or’ his representative
the conditions of an honourable settlement, and that
depending upon the result of such a request or negotia-

tions arising therefrom, would be determined whether .
onthe 1st August next civil disobedience is to be brou- |

ght to an end or to be continued. This is distinetly worse

than we had been led to expeot from messages rece-

ived from Poona during the previous twenty-four
hours from apparently well-informed correspondents,
and from which it was possible to deduoce that the
majority of the Congress leaders present were
strongly opposed to ocontinuing oivil disobedience
and ware in favour of calling it off altogether, with.
out prejudioe to the right of Congress, if at some
future time the circamatances should so require it,
toresort onoe more to ecivil disobedience as an
instrument for the attainment of Congress aims,

It seems nlmost inconceivable, in view of recent
official declarations, that Lord Willingdon will, in
the present oiroumstances, be willing to receive Mr.
Gandhi. Woell-informed 'and sympathetic Indians
of distinotion here. would not he at all surprised
if the offioial roply to Mr. Gandhi’s request is not
substantially as follows:—“The Government of India
will refuse to disouss with the Congress or its spokes-
man 80 long’as it is committed to the support of an
unlawful activity,” It'isa great pity that the Con.

gress deoision has taken its present shape, for it now -

makes 1t diffioult, it not imposaible, for an agresment
$o be reached without commitments on aither ide,

and saving the face-of both parties’:by simultaneous
action such as resnlted from: the agreemént-between
the British and Soviet Governments regarding the
release of -the British politioal prisoners -in ‘Moscow

| and’ the lifting of the’ mutual trade boyoott. «Of
1 eourse the official view would ba that the Coungress

oannot be recognised “as & co-equal negotiator, and

. that in any oase with the failure of the present -oivil
- disobedisnce movement Congress has: shot . ite bolé

and the Government will take all-necessary steps to-
prevent ot deal with any revival or extension of oivil’

- disobedience, on or before August 1; I have-sums
| marised here the - general wviews : of such  Indian

friends as T have been able to canvass, in the short
time ‘available: beforer the olosing -of the 'mail, ¥
have 'naturally not given the” views of' those who,
whether Indian or British, are ready to support the:
Congress, right or wreng, or who, because of
private Congress sympathies -which they mare not
willing to obtrude,- hesitate, to, make any statoment
of a critical oharacter, ' Yesterday's Manchester
Guardian contained a fairly sympathetic editorial
on the general Indian . situation,.and taking.. it
all i sl tbe' editorial” in~ to-day’s 'Times‘is mnot
unfriendly, though it “éxpresses 'great’ regret at
the indeterminste- nature'of the Congress decisions:!
THE SELECT COMMITTEE., ' L

I learn that the Indian ‘Women’s  Dslegation
have written to the Secretary of the Joint Select,
Committee, who had notified them that’they should’
be prepared to give their evidence befora a sub-Com-
mittee, that, I understand,” will “be presided over by’
the Chairman of the, Committes, and that would"
include the Secretary of State for India, that they
have no intention of appearing. ‘beéfore any subordi-
nate body but only before the Salect Committes as
e whole, Their reasons are, first, that the question’
of the franchise rights of Indian women affecting in'

" _ | principle nearly one-half of the total population of
Since writing the above a confusion of telegram®
has reached here, purporting to give the results of

British India, are of such vital importancs as to~
require the attention of the Committee as a whole;
secondly, that they wish o confront all their oppo-
nents and those who are .in need of conversion;
thirdly, that certain avidence of which they do not
entirely approve, has already been given befora
the full Committee by Miss Eleanar Rathbone, M, P,,
on her own behalf; fourthly, because the Com.
mittee . as  a . whola have aljeady. .agreed .to
hear witnesses - on  ,behalf A of, .tha Hindu-
Mahasabha and 'other " organisations in ‘regard
to matters that have already besen discussed one™
way or another ad nauseam, and whoss advoeates*
bave been formally represemted at every. pravious-:
stage of the conssitutional proceedings whereas,,.
with the expection of Mrs, Naidu in 1931, the Indian
women’s organisations were, in their opinion, not’
offectively represented ; and sixthly, and 1astly, for
other good and sufficient’ reasons into 'whick it s/
unnecessary: to go into- detail,- but whioh may+be
summarised -as feminine -determination: tor insist
upon the women’s, point of view. being properly
heard snd considered. . - My forecast is that the
women will win, though it is possible that.they may .
be required to wait over untill ©Ootober for their..
evidence to be formally taken, [f is vary . improba-
ble that grouse-killing Tories oan. bs persuaded fo,.
remain in London for anything less than, a deolaras
tion of war after tha first week of August, when; as
muoch evidenos as oan be taken after the forthcoming,
discussions will be heard. T
. In the meanwhile this week has seen on Tues- .
day, Thuraday and yesterday, the Seoretary of Statein.;
the witness seat, assisted by Sir Malcolm Hailey and ;
Sir Findlater Stewart, the permanent.Under Seare- .,
tary, submitting o meticulous cross-examination of
the proposals contained ia the Whitet Paper by both
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Brikish, membars and. Indian. ddlegatos;, Frony.all
appessnnges, this enamination will go-on far-ak Jeast:
snathen weeky if indeed: is i completed by Ahen.axds-
nok-until dt ris sampheied willl the disouasions bagin.
Sofar hahesstood up wald ta tha British; reactiones,.
riem.and as firmky supporipd. the .general, principles
conteined.in:the White- Paper. -, Some. of hix Indiew
crosgrexspiners,.and notably Sir:Tej Bahadur Sapru,.
estexday, -have induced:him toxeconsider someof::
{hqsatmardm.proneae&babhou- the soore-of-effactive..
negs:ans,on:that; -of :the .abaenee: of -machinery for :
their operstions Iundersimnd that oneof the:most:i
praminent of the Indian delogates,whe is unable - ta -
remainy here aften. the 28th July,and wha will not,

thereafter returm: to. London, js: submitting to. the:

Committes: a longthy- memorandum ;of the first:
imemmvenins the .whole. field of the reforms

BO :

SHOBT'; NOTTCES.

THIS"MONKY BUSINESS. By BERNARD ELLI-
NGER. , (King,) 1933, 24cm. 141p. 6/~
PROFESSOR SOHILLER has rather-unkindly suggested.
that economists have of ]1ate deliberately cuitivated
unintelligibility by wrapping themselves in myaste-
rier of . technical. jargon.” By becoming more tech-
nioal they have sought to become more unassailable
and ‘therefore more: authoritative.. The result has
been that the world has relapsed into its: primitiva .
deptha of economic ignorance and. every aconomic
heresy and delusion which had heen exploded by
Adam Smith has sgain become rampant,, Thia was
painfully. oleaxr-at the. time of the peace treaties of
1919, which imposed economically preposterouscon-
ditions on defeated Germany. . This colossal ignar-.
anpe of ,elementary economics. on the part of the.

THE,SERVANT OF ISDIA.

public is a serfous dsnger and the.task of ihterpreting .
economio truths for popular . understanding has.

assumed.- an  impartanoce: il neves: possessed. beforer.

Me. Kilingas’s -work . ia «» suceessink. and creditable-
attempt - of thimkind: Ih ima-simple - and:-practiond.
description;of ther orgamisation snd working.eof sha«
bamking aud financied system of the medemn oivilized.

world throwing swoh; Light on the impuwrimot. beaning;
which intermational monetary probleas have-en the -
present economio'orisia . My, Ehlinger has based his-
exposition largely om4heievidence heard by the Mae~
millan «Committes:. o finanoe and industzy whichy.

however, is much too- bulky and inascvessible for the
ordinary- student and the buxy citiren. Evea.ths..
professional:teacher of econemice will find much that-

is -belpfuliin this valuable little . volume which must-

be::hailedas.a natable efforh to, substitute thoughtful.

economios: far. popuiar economios in one of the most:

imporiang branohes of the-subjeok.

Gy B. JATHAR. .

THE STRUGGLE ‘FOR FIVE YEARS IN'FOURL:
Ed. by L. KdGAN, (State Piiblishing Housa of
Fina Arts, Moscow, ) 20cm.

THR book eontains 64 charts: representing: the: way .

in-whick the;: Five-Year Plan: im 'U.S.B.R. 'has besn:

functioning. Each chart shows.then progress: :mader-
in & particular induatry or line of. bna'men_-and. in

each case apt: symbols havebeenmsed to-indicatertha-:
quartitative  progreses smader in. each industryn  Au.

study of the oharta:;provesithut in. several:direobionn v

the:original estimates have beert exceeded: and whas:.

was intended to ba:donein five years has. been com-s:
pleted in four. Besides::the .ahove, there are alsor
charte representing suoh thinga as. the: reductions::
made ini hours; -of work, the.:progressr.in houses:

building: for. workers;. the average-income. of ther
workers - in: differens industries::and so on. The

charts are an epitome of Russia at the present day,

and for:punposes of comparison and ready reference,.

they are inveluabls,.

v C.V. H.R

THE POONA: CONFERENCE.

SPEECHES-OF'MR;

Bdow-are given two speeches made by My. G N. *
Kanitkar, a well-known Congress worker of Paona, at
tha Congress (lonference held in Poana between the 12th..
and I4th of thia month,. The first speech was made at .
tha .beginning .and the second at the. close. of the
Conference, Referoence is mads to these speeches editors-:
ally vn the Topics of the Week columns,

Most = revered. Mahatmaji, Lokanayak Bapuji
Aney, Ladies and Gentlemen,,

I._ AM. & humble worker, unknown to.mang of you.

i Yot tovday I amnta.kimg the: iliherf:yht'o pluca, my. .

‘vioews before you:  Some may think its sub--
lime pieee of sudaeity.-I would not mind it. My ianer
voioe--orders-me to have & henrt to heart -talk with
yon. Youmay like it;'youmsy not like it The nation
is looking to you for a proper lead, You are-about
to take-momentous decisions. So I appeal to you -to
attend to my views for what they are-worth:

_Just now there are friends' having indomitable
faith in Clvil Disobedjence, who admit ocertain
faots. They say, ‘ Repression has cowed down the
masses; Hoonomio depression bes helped this pheno-
menon:” Yef they believe they must persist in C, D.
Thevre will again be & revival: The Government
wiil:olimb down;  India:will have Swaraj

' 1 ‘for. ryself, oaunct umderstand the logic of this'

G: N: KANITKAR.

line of thioking. I belfeve-in self:reliance. Swaraj:
will' never drop down from--10, Downing: Street,.
Tondon. Itwill grow out of the-pesssut’s- hut: - This’-
is Mahatmsji's diotum. I awear-by-it: It ought to-
guide 'our future policy.

Self-reliance .presupposes training and atricf..
digoiplie. Mahatmaji has said thistime and again..
In' 1921-22 he appealed to Bardoli not to challenga.
the might of a great Empire, till" certain .conditions.
wore fulfilled. The. conditions rela_tgd_to Swadeshi,
Hindu-Moslem nnity, untouchability snd mon-
violence:

In 1930-31 Mahatmaji, the Dioctator, chlllen_ged;
tha. might of a great Empire, even !:I!ough.nocordmg; :
to my knowledge the-sbove conditions -were pnly"
partially. fulfilled. It was a fair trial of the nation’s.
strength. The response was indeed magnificent. Buk
it conld not, in the very nature of things, be o effes--
tive asto force an alien bureaucracy into abdication.
of power. It always pays to be wise by experiehoe.

For atime C. D. bewildered the Government,.
threw it into eonfusion and stampeded Lord Irwin
into a paot with the Congress. The whole bureaucracy
resented it and was bent on wrecking it. The pact:
fa mow a thing of the past. The number of
Civil Resisters in jails has dwindled down. to s
foew thouands: Tens of thousands of Satyagrshis
released from the jails, have not oared to return there
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"New recvuiia have not come forward. It is the writ- |
~ing on the wall. Jn Mahatmaji's words *the hattery ’
must be refilled. ” T
If frionds, instead of facing realities,. persist on
harping ont the 'same’ tnune 6f C; D,, they sre sure to
-find themsslves in-a'blind eloy, whivh leads no-!
awhere; - and then there:will “bs mothing ’te - thoose |
ibetween ¢them and the terrorists, who pursue their own |
4agtios even 'thongh they do not -seriously expeot |
‘Bwaraj to-come out of them, o
‘Ponsaint Mabarashira, not the "Maharashtrs of '
“he learned fow, tried fo oonnect the . links betwoen |
‘C, D, and Swaraj and failed,  In ¥930-31 handreds-of
rpensants from this province filled the jails. Tens of -
‘thousands of them took part in  jungle-Satyagraha,
. ‘knowing full well that by this sction of ‘theira they .
+weore courting -not onty imprisonment but .oven death :
by firing. The Government had no jail “secommoda- !
~bion’ for them, i
‘In "the -second campaign the number of .civil .
resistors from the villages was oomparatively very °
small. The main reason was this. They were pro-
mised certain results. They ware ‘told Swaraj was -
-coming.  ‘Their oondition would be improwved. The
land aud other taxes would be reduced. = Juagle fees
would go; and so on. To their utter discomfiture every
‘thing went amiss, Swarasj did not arrive. In its
placethere was great repression. They were unused
to it, Their leaders being in jails, there was nobody
fo help and guide them, They were non-plussed. To
add to this the prices of corn and other . commoWities
went abnormally down. They found it almost
impossible -to meet their oash liabilities. Land-
revenue ocould not be paid. The land-lords did mot get
$heir rents, nor the money-lenders their intorest. The
peasants had to gell their pota, cattle, trinkets and all
possible other forms of moveable property. They
gava mortgaged their lands and borrowed money at
high rates of interest and God alone knows how they
ars going to get out of this plight. They are faced
writh complete ruin.

With these facts staring the nation hard in
the face, one is at & loss %o know how the -continua~
‘tion of 0..D. is going to help the nation to reach its
goal. It is no use indulging in deoeptive heroios by
trying to .conoceal realities feom one’s own self or
from responsible leadexs like yon.

Bo far as [ know, the majority of ‘Congressmen
at loast in Maharashira, voted for ‘C. D. not in a
apirit of -blind adoration but becanse they believed
thats_ome tangible good would come out of it, not in
the:d_lgtant future but immediately. Theirs was:quite
a u_t]htgria.n jpoiat of view, Three years was the
{mod. in which Swaraj was promised to them, in

930. To-day is the 12th of July 1933, and Swaraj

is as distant as ever, There must be something
wrong somewhere. It is high time for ue to take
stock and revise our policy, so far as C. D. is
oonoarned,

(%) There are ather friends, who swear
Councile. They stake everything anthem, I diffar
from them also. This wemedy, $oo, falls far short
-of the actual needs of the situakion. Yet to-day I am
against boyoasting the new Cousoila. I firmly balieve
that as many seats as posgible must be oaptured and
that, too, not with = view of wrecking the Comnails,
but af l'whnlly-vorkilgg them for what they are
warth, They will be just big, provineial exunici-
;p:]l.iliii;:tli:: nthtto be nﬁi:ed »a far as pongibls for

g khe condition i
—ry g the haifetarved, ignor-

The powers and resonrces et the disposal of
new Councils are bound to be very limited. So Iﬂ&:

by the

ok expeot much substantial work from $hem. 8till
I want them to be captured and worked for prevent-

1

dng the mischief, likely fo be Aoneg hy jmgom
Salbsecking : eeproseniatives, ., GOl 1o 018
mathods of real demoerady.’ :‘I'.wil&)g . (ugile ko
be manned by [genuine patriots., ?l'g@ a8t fwo. G, 1.
movements haveshowed us Who is ‘who. -Wo have
now a -very large number of pérsons who have proved
their bona-fides -by -suffering for their tothetland.
By their very tempérametit and eireumstansassoms of
them will not find themaslves fit for $he spade work
of construotion and yet who ‘will -always réimaip
:'n"e :0 the masses. ' Why not send {hex to the Denn-
ais o e e -'l'_‘_.' ".‘.".J’ib(.»‘.\.’)

. .Juet.us have 8 divisionnf labowr,. The-majazisy
of warkers should he reserwad .for £he programme of
gelf-reliance outside. s 1

I expect the friends in the Councilg to serve as
a secomd line of defence for the workers outsife and to
wive them s liclpiag Hatid; whap podsible, The sonstru-

| otive workers are sure to ‘be handicapped 'fn thelr

efforts, if the Councils are packed “with setf-centred,
inefficient, interested busibodies, who will have their
own axe to grind. ‘Nat only will they “obstruct ‘the
vonstructive programma -at every step 'bat they will -
plso so-grossly mismaunage the affairs"Gf the whole
country that aftars period of say five or ten ‘years
the masses will again gigh for the old ‘comparati-
vely well-ordered regime of pre-reform days, - ‘

To add to -all this, foreign eapitalists, with -the
help of interested partiea in Iudia, both Indien and
other, will manage to get -fram .the new  Councils,
packed with the busibodiea mentioned above, as
many ooncessions as possible for their commercial,
indusirial aa well as agricultural adventures and
will éry their best to ereate one hundred fimes .more
vested interests mnd are sure to demand one hundred
times more safeguards, when the proposed transitiom
period is over. In factthe India of the post-transi-
tion period will bo an even more consclidated unit of
the British Empire, not muoch dissimilerto ‘the other
units, Jike the Australian Commonwealth, the South
African Union and the Dominion of ‘Canada, The
major portion of the Indian ‘population will be not -
muoch better off fhan the Zulus, the Flottentats, the
Kaffirs and the Maoris of Africa and Australia,
The only way to ‘prevent this is, in iny opinion, to
embark on B polioy, which I kave itried to indicate
below,

I hold that we should at once withdraw the C, D,
movemsent indefinitely without any reference t0 any
sign or gesture from the Government. We shonld
at once place an all-comprehensive programme be-
fore the country. A much enlarged conefructive
programme of town and village organisation, on
lines mentioned in the printed Eunglish pamphlet,
whioch I got distributed among you before you enfdr-
ed this Hall, should ba one plank .of this programmae,
Of course additions and alterations will have to be
made. The programme of capturing and working
the new Counoils ghould be the other plank of ihis
all-inclusive plan. -all talk of C. P. and non-co-operas
tion, all talk of bluff and bluster, should be put a
stop to, The whole atitention and energies of the
nation should be conocentirated on the carrying out of
this plan. The whole nation—the ciaasea na well an
the maasea—should be ssked and trained to xegulata
theirlives in a manner, suited to the present circum--
stanoes of $he couniry, That the average daily:
inoeme of an Indian is mol mare than seven pice
should never be forgotien. ,

There should be an all-embracing pasty, formed
not on communal but nationml lines, with its owa
manifesto, outlining #s general. principles and dis~
cipline, The members, whether doing constructive
work outside the Councils, or working in the
Councils, should obeerve all the rules of the party.
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and should ey 3 Propagate it tenets by recept and | this’ consideration will fiot deter you, Mahatmaji
‘example:? ‘.ﬁmégbm ini the Couneils aiould help | and other leaders, from the right stop, =~
the consbdckYe, programmd’ o' the best of their | v, from the right step. -
ability;so fat a6 fhe,'dxﬁe’rent. itetns such ay Khaddar, Mahatmaji, President, Laaiés Eﬁildrcenrﬁlemen

‘Hindu-Mosleni “auity, removal'of  untonohability, |
$hé-crention'and ' presération “6f & non-violent at-

:mosphers, spread of . literaoy,  physical  cdlture,’ im-
provernent of agriculture,’ sanitation, establishment -
of Panthkyats etd. ats ooncerned.” The members out-
side’ shonld intheir” turn try their level best to help
"and stféngthen’the hands of those who work in the |
Oouncils, The ultimate aim of the party should bé ;
sydteratic nation-building with: &:view: “to the ate!
tainment of venl Bwaraj within w measurable period

of time. - ‘ '

I ‘s ".'.',.‘ DR N L Lo

¢ .ho‘ﬁqiju,aipn. T appesl’, to, you, Mahatmaji, and ;
‘other leaders, on bended knees, not to make & fetish of

C. D, in the present helpless condition of the masses, |

Mahatmaji, . I know you  are. § feqasg. Whether
‘you, are in; Yeravda or outside, it is all the same
!todyqu.,' .But the masses, believe me, want you out-
aide,.
Their very existence depends on the sucocessful car-
rying out of the constructive programme. Without
you the programme “will be’ just like & motor-car
without its dynamo. You suspended C. D, in 1922
after Chawri-chowra. It wag a great service done
to India, 'You will have to' doit again; and Mahat-
maji, you and you slone oan do it. ‘It is a very, very
bitter pill” indeed; sweets never cureilis, ‘And you
are the only person in Indis, who, like the great God
Shankars, can gulp down this Halshala poison in the
form ~of the withdrawal of the movement and can
allay all the' resunlting sgonies and come wscathe-
Jeas oiit of this fiery ordeal by chanting the immortal
Ramandima in ‘the form of an' all-invigorating
constructive programme.

In 1921-22 the experiment of C. D. was not tried
and 80 there was somea justifioation .for. complaining
sgainst the suspengion. Today the great experiment

- has been tried, not onoee but twice. The youihs in the
country, who longed for some fighting programme,
have been given full scope for demonstrating their
prowess. The part played by them was, indeed, splen-
did and something to be proud of. There ig not the
least shadow of doubt about it. But the penance couid
not, in the very nature of things, be so effective as to
induce the rulers into yielding India an equal part-
nership in the Commonwesalih of Free Nations,
Indis, therefore, must "pray to God for better luck
next time and, inthe meanwhile, must again, for =a
number of vears, wander in the wilderness of self-
inflicted tapasya as, Mahatmaji, youso touchingly
put it in one of your speeches in the second R.T.C.
and then—.Then the future, of course, lies in the
hands of the Great Almighty,

One'last point and I finish, There is the question |

of prestige,humiliation and so on. I am sure you will
not allow yourseif -to swerve from the clear path of
duty by this consideration. 1India's ecrucifixion,
gtarted 5000 yeara back when after the Mahabharat -
war had destroyed the Kshatriya steel fence round
India, the great Arjuna could ‘hot even defend tha
women entrusted to his care by Lord Shree Krishna'
against the attaoks of the robbers and freebooters from
the North. From that time India has bean passing
through a series of humiliations, one after another,and
no one knows when this process is going to atop.
‘Woe are paying old debts and will have to do so till
the dawn of that glorious day of Purna Swaraj when
we will again come into our own. So I am sure

l

It is. &' question of life and desth to them,

-1, The speeches , delivered by Mahatmaji and Pan-
ditji really - moved me fo .tears.- They have put so
muoh heart and gincerity- into them ;. but I was not
convinoad by them, If by the grace of God, Bhagat-
singji was sllowed to oome here, he could ss well

| have moved us al] to .tears by describing the shame

of slavery and by talking -about the honour of the
‘motherland. But he also would not have been able
to convince. me about the efficacy of his methods,
slthough he would have said. “We take our lives into
‘our hands and mount the gallows if neceesary for
the country. Why do you not follow us?" And,
obviouly the sufferings of the terrorists are far greater
than those of the civil resisters, It is not. & ques-
tion merely "of suffering and trying to move other
people’s hearts by emotional speeches, It is & ques-
tion of practical politics, & question of the
link between 'the ‘particular method you preach
and the attainment of Swaraj I can'’t find the
missing link between O. D. and Swara} Agsin
what suffering is there in the present jnils? There
was real suffering there when Lokamariya and Sawar-
kar were there, today therse is no jail, ng real jail, in
Yeravda, Nasik or Sabarmati, whether one is an A

‘olasgs, B cless or even a C class prisoner. The
-real jail is in thesoven lacs of Indian villages; the

people there have to do hard labour every day of their
lives and they can't get sufficient food to eat. Such
is not the oase with the prisoners in Yeravda or
other jails. .If you want us to undergo real suffering
ask us to go to the seven laca of prisonsin the form of
the Indian villages and serve the prisoners who are
there, 'Ask us to teach them either the thres R's,

i spinning or any other desirable “thing you like.

You say we would not be allowed to do anything
there by the Government. If so, g0 much the better for
you, If the Government arresta you and puts you
into its own prisons, while you are serving in the
villages, your object of filling the jails will be equally
effootively achievad.  What is the use of courting
jails by simply waving a flag or by doing something
elsa likethis ? I am not ridiculing flag-waving. I have
done it myself, I have done my little bit as regards
the different aspects of direct action during the last
13 years from the beginning of the Mulshi Satyagraha
movement down to the movement of 1932-33. My
experience tells me that it is far better to suffer while
doing some servioe to the masses than by  court- .

ing imprisonment otherwise. So if you at all want
to fill the jails, send all the people asse mbled here to
jail through the villages, while serving the masses.
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