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Topics of the d¥erh,

Indian Women's Demands.

A MEMORANDUM has just been submitted to the
Jolnt Seleot Committes on bebalf of the All-India
‘Women’s Conference and the Indian Women's Asso-
ciation, which contains the views of Indian women
a8 8 whole on the proposals for their enfranchise-
ment and representation in the Indian legislatures
contained In the White Paper. These are pronounced
unsatisfactory by them and are subjected to strong
criticism, Inthe first place, they have no use for a con-
stitution which assigns an infericr etatue to women
a8 compared to men- Their unequivooal demeand
thereforae is that in the future Indisn polity women
ehould enjoy perfeot equality with men—a fact which
should find specific mention In the citizen's charter of
fundamental rights. Aduit suffrage is no doubt the
best method of implementing this sound principle in
go far aB eleotoral arrangements go; but adult suf-
frage is generally not regarded as a matter of practicsl
politics for pome time to come. Indian women are pre-
pared therefore to be content with a second best in the
interval. Their suggestion is that no higher educa-
tional qualification than mere literacy should be
Ingisted upor as a condition of enfranchisement and
that the property qualification required in the case of a
woter for elections to provineial councils should also
hold geod in the case of the Federal Assembly. The
arrangement under which wives and widows of men
who have acquired the vote owing to their possession
of the property quslification makes no sppeal to the
women represented by these two bodies. To them it
is nothing short of an anathems that their eivio
rights should be inade to depend upon such &n extra-
neous factor am marringe, The better arrangement,
in their opinjon, would be to extend the franehise to
persona above 21 In urban areas which, together with

the two methods already proposed,is expected to
bring up the number cf women voters, both for pro-
vincial leglelatures and the Federal Assembly, to
over fourteen millions, Tha Whits Paper proposes
indirect election in the omse of women members of
the Federal Assembly. To this as also to the commu-
nal franchise snd representation proposed inm their
csse the two bodies take strong exception. Who can
gainsay the fact that in making these demards In-
dian women have shown themselves to be truer de-
moorata and better nationalists than many so-called
national leaders ?
- . [ )] *

Section 144, Cr. P. C.

HoOW facile is the tendenoy on the part of the
police, to misuse, in the: name of the publio peace,
the provisions of section 144, Cr, P. C,, for preventing
(to them) inconvenient popular demonstrations is
well.known to sll those who have any acquaintance
with contemporary events. A recent instance of this
tendenoy happened in Calocutta. Only in thiscase the
intentions of the police wera frustrated by the admi-
rable firmness shown by the Magistrate, In connec-
tion with the last anniversary of the death of Mr,
C.R. Das on the 16th inst. Congress flags were
expected to be hoisted on buildings owned or control-
led by the Caleutta Municipal Corporation, of which
the late Mr. Dag was for some years the Mayor. The
Police had no difficulty in persuading themselves
that this would lead to a breach of the publio peace.
Ap application was therefore made on their behalf
to the Chief Presidenoy Magistrate for the issue of an
order under pection 144, Cr. P. O, directing the Chief
Exeoutive Officer of the Corporation not fo display
por to allow anybody else to display such flags on
the Corporation buildings. The plea of the police
was that if such flags are put up it would danger-
ously rouse the feslings of those who are opposed to
the Congress ; while if they had to be pulled down
it might lead to merious disturbances, as on some
occasions in the past. The application was opposed
by the Corporation on the ground that the Congress,
not baving yet been declared an illegal association,
the hoisting of its flag could by no stretch of
imagination be regarded as illegal and a8 such for-
bidden. Im these circumatances the Magistrate, the
Hon'ble Mr, 8, K. Sinha, flatly refused to oblige the
police. In his opinion, it was not the holsting of the
flag but its being pulled down that had led to tronble
in the past. In this case the duty of the police was
olear. They ought notto interfere with the hoisting
of the flag but to warn the mischief-makers of the
oonsequenoes of their action and even to bind them
down under section 107, Cr.P. O, We daresay that
In the absence of the kind of prohibitory order requi-
red by the police Congress flags made themselves pro-
minent on Corporation buildings on June 16 without
their having led to any untoward consequences and the
Magistrate deserves praise for preventing what has
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happily turned out to be an unwarranted interference 4

with the liberties of the people om the part of the
police under the pretext of protecting the publie

_peace.

* * *

indian Colonisation.

THE Government of India have issued n com-
munique stating that the Government of the Union
of South Africa have appointed a committee fo carry
out a preliminary investigation as to the countries to
which Indians from India and South Afrioa might
emigrate for the purpose of ecolonisation. This is
not the Committes envisaged by the Caps Town
Agreement of 1932 in which the Government of In- |
dia agreed to cooperate with the South African Gov-
oernment in the exploration of possibilities of Indian
colonisation. The Committee now appointed consists
only of South Africans and has no representatives of
the Government of India. It is ocharged with prelimi-
nary invesfigation, preparing the materials, as it
were, for the other Committee to examine, Moreover,
the present Committes is not empowered to visit the
prospective countries but to carry on its investigs-
tion from South Africa. It is impossible to take this
Committee seriously. The Union Government must
be jolly well aware that this is not exactly the time
when any country will be glad to receive emigrants
from another country and afford them faocilities for
colonisation. But Mr, Heaton Nichols and the
Nalal Mercury have been orying themselves
hoarse over the inaction of the Government in im-
plementing this part of the Agreement. Apparently
to satisfy this clamour, the Union Goverament havs
appointed the Committee, Mr, Heaton Nichols, who
is a member thereof, will soon realize the impraoki-
oability of promoting a colonisation schema just now
and that will be a good service done.

A more valuable gain is that for the first time,
an Indian from South Africa will be given a placs on
a South African Government Committee. It will ba
a new departure in that colour-prejudiced 1and,-
which hés special signifieance,

* +* *

Aden.

THE recent press note from Simla on the subject
of Aden should go far to allay the public fear that its
proposed transfer would be a faif accompli without the
knowledge of the people vitally affected by i{t. The
note reiterates the assurance given more than once
on behaif of the QGovernment that the Indian legis.
Iature would be given adequate opportunities of
discuseing sny decision that may be come to in this
regard. But the pecple whose fortunes will be even
more directly affected by the contemplated step are
the people of Aden and it is clear that their wishes
must be the resl determining factor in thie affair,
QGovernment have done well in giving an explicit
agsurance that if the transfer waa effected, no racial
legislation or segregation will be permitted. This
should be encugh to overcome the opposition of those
who were apprehensive that Aden on transfer to the
Colonial Office wiil be a miniature South Africa in the
matter of racial relationship. The principal reason
diotating the severance of Aden from India is its
geographical position with its consequent unsuitabi-
lity for inoclusion in the proposed Indian Federation. |
But the most tangible advantage to India of the
soparation of Aden would be that Indian revenues
would be relieved of the annual contribution of about .
Rs. 20 lakhs, whioh is at present paid towards the |
cost of the military and political administration of |
Aden, It remains to be seen whether this 1s a suffi- .
clent inducement to Indian interests to mgree to the |

proposed transfer. 3

Natal' Municipal Franchise.

IT was a most reasonable request that Sir Maha~
raj Singh made when he asked, aocording to the
Pietermaritzburg Correspondent of the Hindu that
the municipal vote should be restored to the Indians’
in Natal. Indians as & matter of fact enjoyed the
munieipal vote till 1924, when. they were deprived of
it. The demand for restoration gains point and
urgency from the faot that recently the peri-Durban
areas, in which large numbers of Indians live, have
baen incorporated in the Municipal Borough of Dure
ban, the administration of which has never been too
sympathetic towards Indians, The inoorporation
hag added to the rates that Indians have to pay, bus-
does not ensure that they shall get adequate atten-
tion, It is in the inter2st of the- Europsans them- .
selves that the municipal franchise should be vestor-
ed to Indians, For without it, it is insvitabla thab
the sanitary and muniecipal services should be neg-
lected in the Indian areas and that will ba a danger
not only to Indians but to Europeans. Thée European
population cannot animadvert on the inssnitary
conditions in Indian areas and'at the same time
deny them the only means. of rectifying them.

Sir Maharaj Singh's request is very modest. He
does not ask for & volume of representation which
will swamp the European vole. Ia would agree ta
ssfeguard against such a contingency, All that he
asks for is some "representation *which will ensure
that the neads of the Indian areas will not be grossly
neglected. S '

‘What is the prospact of the request; eminantl_y
reasonable and all too modest, being granted ? Sie
Maharaj Singh is not likely to indulge in kite-flying.
The labours of the three Indian Agents could not
have been in vain in mitigating the unreasoning
prejudice of the bulk of the Europeans in Natal
against Indians. The Indo-European Councils have
been at work bringing Indians and Kuropeana toge-
ther in friendly discussion of mutusl relations. Sir
Maharaj Singh has advocated informal talks between
groups of representative Indians and Europeans to
olear misunderstandings and reach agreements, &
most excellent and desirable thing. The timing of the
request, we fancy, is not without relation to the in-
clusion in thepresent Union Cabinet of Gen. Smuts
and Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, It must be said to the credit
of the former in mitigation of his sins against In-
dians that he resisted the demsand of the Natal Pro-
vincial Government to disenfranchise Indians for
munioipal purposes more than once when he was the
Prime Minister. Mr. Hofmeyz, the present Minister
of the Interior, was himself the chairman of the Com-
mission which surveyed the municipal conditions of
Durban and peri-Durban arcas and advocated the
amalgamstion of both., On the Indian question Gen.
Hertzog himself does not stand where he stocd when
he formed his first Cabinet in 1924. His outlook and
also sympathies have broadened. While it would ba
foolish to minimise the difficulties they have to face
if they mean to do justice to Indians, wa would
fain balieve that the situation is not as hopeless as it
was a decade ago.

* *

*

Kolhapur In 1931-32.

'THERE is hardly anything in the .administration
report of Kolhapur State for 1931-32 which calls for
speoial notice. The only feature which deserves
mention is the establishment of what is termed an
“independent” High Court for the Btate. What
exaotly is sought o be indicated by the adjective is
not very olear. Does this mean that the Judges of the .
‘High Court who are to number three will naf be the
servante of the State amenable $o tte control of the
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Maharaja? This is too good to be true, “But f by
sny obance it is the unexpeocted that has happened in
this case the Siate deserves our ocongratulations on
its latest effort to ensure undulterated justice to its
subjects, e e L.

. Tt is observed thal out of a gross revenue of Ra,
1,42,87,000 gs large s slice as nearly Rs 11 lakhs
was required for the ruler's expenses, which may
roughly be said to represent.three times the smount
spent by the State on the eduoation of its people num-
bering over 914 lakhs, While it is 8 matter for satis-
faction that the number of schools inoreased by 14
to 671 and that of scholars by about 1,500 to 39,600,
Kolhapur is still very far away from the ideal of
universslisation of elementary education. Assuming
15 per cont. to be the proporiion of, the school-age
populstion, it is found that the number of children
that have to be nltimately brought to school oomes
to over 1,42,600.. In other worde the number at pre-
pent under instruction .is no more than a fonrth of
that to be eventually insiructed, This ia very un-
satisfactory and it is to be hoped that this matter will
receive the attention of the State aunthorities who
should lose no time in chalking out a programme
of compulsory education. leading to wuniversal
literaoy within & measurable distance of time, -

. Lastly, we cannot but own to a feeling of keen
disappointment that this premier State in the South-
orn Mahratta Country is yet showing no Inclination
to sasociate the people with its administration, while
Jess important Btstes have gone much ahead of it.
This is & matter which requires to be urgently looked
into by the Maharaja so that a scheme of a popular
legisiature may be framed at no distant date, Wa
shall be pleased if in then ex-administration report
we could get some Information showing the steps
taken to that end. Btatesmanship lies in meeting a
lt;opullg demand before 1t booomes too insistent to be

nored. .

Articles,

THE PRINCES’ BARGAIN,

HE memorandum presented to the Joint Select

say the least, highly disappointing. From the
short mammary oabled to this ocountry it appears that
the Princes have demanded that such of them as
preferred to do so should be allowed to come into the
foderation through a confederation, It is diffioult to
say what significanoe attaches to this demand. The
Maheraja of Patiala had sponsored the idea of con.
federation as ageinst Bikaner’s federation, .Amour
propre plays a large part in the politios of the Princes,
and it was found neoessary some time sgo to placate
the Maharaja of Patiala by approving of both feder,
ation and confederation, It im just possible that con.
federation may not go beyond a formal request for
its recognition in the constitution, Mr. Mir Magbool
Muhammad, on the other hand, stated on behalf of
the Btanding Committee of the Prinoces’ Chamber that
40 out of the 199 members of the Princos’ Chamber
had siready signified their Intention to join the con
federation. Bir Akbar Hydarl at onoe stated that
Hyderabad was not joining the confederation. 1 is
fairly certain that neither Mysore, nor Travandore,
nor some of the major States in Upper India will join
it eoither. The 40 Siates mentfoned by Mr. Mir

purpoae of the fedaration,

Magqbool Mubammad must' be minor Btate Mem-~
bara of the Princes’ Chamber., It is an open secrst
that thers has been great jealousy between the
numerous States aa regards the rapresontation, direot
and individual, that they may getin the federal
ochambers. Perhaps the emaller States foel that
they by combining among themselves will be
able to counteract the superior influence of the other
major States. Whatever that may be, in' proposing
to enter the faderation through a confederation, the
Prinoces concerned are, perhaps unwittingly, oreating’
a permanent hiatus between British India and the
Indian States, thereby discounting the very basic
namely, administering
common subjeots  through a oommon 1legislature
representing politioal and economio ‘policies- and
refusing to be guided by considerations of religion or
residence, : ;o .
By exoluding parsmountey from the purview of
the federal Government and by reserving the right to

' nominate theirrepresentatives to the federal Chambers

end reserving also the liberty to join the federation in
only such matters as each Princs thonght fit, the
Princes have safeguarded, nay, more "than  safe-
guarded, their special rights of sovereignty and the
integrity of their dynmsties and the character of
their administrations, TIsit necessary to go Further
and deliberately weaken the federation? For that is

" what the demands of the Princes are bound to dos

By a confederation it has to ‘be understood' that the
members thereof will, whatever be their individusal
opinion and internal differences, stand and wyote
together in the foderal chambers, SBuch a prooedure,
by preventing the formation of partles on the basis
of differencen of opinions and Interests, goes dirsotly

sgainst the principle of the responsibility of the

executive to the legislature. The communal electorafe
in British India has already vitisted the principle of
responsibility and the confederation will vitiate it

Committee on behelf of the Indian Princes s, to | further and render it s mockery. Also, it is inoonceiv-

able that 40 States ean have always aimiliar interests
and oan always vote together without serious injury
to some of them, As long as the entry into the con-
federation is voluntary, it is more than likely that
vory few States will long ocontinue membership
thereof, The divergent economic interests of the
States will compel them to part company and align
themselves with politicsl parties from British Indis
with common interests.

Another proposal of the Princes is that, whatever
be the number of States that will join the 'federation-'.
they should be allowed the full quota of seats reserved
for all the Indian States. It will be remmembered that
it was stated In the White Paper that federation
would comae into being only when Rulers representing
not less than helf the aggregate population of the States
and entitled to half the numbaer of seats in the Federal
Uppar Chamber, joined it. There ia no danger of a fede-
ration being formed with too fow States in i& Under
the oiroumstances the demand is, to say the least,
excessive and betrays distrust of the Legislature,

'Yet anothor demand of ‘the [Princes is that under
no ciroumstances should their Statee be liable to direct
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taxation. The Percy Committee, which contained no
representative of British Indian publicists but con-
tained the representatives of the Indiam States and
which acquiesced in grave injustice to the British
Indian taxpayer, has itself recommended with the
congent of Sir Akbar Hydari and 8ir K, N. Haksar,
that the corporation tax sghould be leviable on the In-
dian States. Apparently the States now object even
to this. I is & most unfair demand. If it were accepted
the expenditure of the federal Government will have
to be met inoreasingly by indirect taxation, if British
Indis alone is not to shoulder «the burden. An in-
crease in either the salt tax or pustoms duties is
inadvisable, The former has been objected to for
generations now by all Indian publicists. The latter
will soon reach the point of diminishing returns. The
horror of direct taxation in the Princes is difficult to
understand, particularly when they will have a
voice in the levy and the proceeds of the taxation
will be used for common purposes and not for those
of British India, }

The Princes demand that the Upper Chamber in
which they will have a larger share of representation,
should share the power of the purse which in the
‘White Paper, following the British practice, is vested
largely in the Lower Chamber. This is another of
their propositions to which it is very inadvisable
that British Indians should agree,

It may be that in making these pretentions
demands the Princes are only bargaining for the
utmost that they can get and that their adhesion to
the federation will not turn on their securing them.
Mr, Panikkar said as much but even go, the Princes
are overdoing it.

PEACE OR VICTORY ?

VHE international situation is far from reassuring,
(l The search for peace on the one hand is being
counteracted by provacation for war on the other.
The Diearmament Conference in (Geneva and the
World Economic Conference in London have been
straining every nerve to prevent war and preserve
poace, Their gallant efforta have been more than
marred by the sabre-rattling and insolence of Herr
Hitler in Germany. He has antagonised not only
Russia, the ancient enemy, but also Austria, the
erastwhile ally and he has given a fresh lease of life to
the suspicions of France againat Germsny. Russia,
Austria and France are all alarmed though for
different reasona, Communist Russia and Sooialist
‘Aunstria are not happy over the perssoution of Com-
munists and Soocialists in Germany. The internal
perseoution -of the Socialists in Germany has had
external reperocussions in Austria which bode
imminent danger, Austiria has retaliated against the
German persecution of Socialists by herself perse-
puting the .Austrian Nazis, = Apparently Russia
gould not retaliate as Austria did because there are
no Nazis in communist Russia! Or Russia would
have “ liquidated " them by now,

Germany's claim for arms equality goes against
the Versailles Treaty and has given point to the

exouse that Franoe always urged againet diserma~
ment proposals: her security is in greater danger
than ever. Under the oircumstance it would be
almost & miraole if the efforts for' Buropean peace
succeeded. All indioations point to the contrary.
Tt will .strain to the utmost the statesmanship of
Europe to prevent' it from, being drawn into a cons
flagration more disastrous than the last war of
1914-18,

But why is Germany in such a state? Why is
she again a threat to world peace? Herr Hitler, if
press raeports are irue, has out-distanced many a tyrankt
of old in ruthlessness of his pergecution of the Jows
and the Booialists and the Communists. Great Bri-
tain may justly preen herself on the moderation of
her repression of subjeoct peoples in India compared
with what Hitler has been practising against German
citizens, It is & most amazing thing that in the year
of graoce 1933 any country calling itself civilized
should be capable of such unmitigated and barbar-
ous persecution of its own pecples as Germany under
Hitler hes been. Why has a nation which has been
famous for its culiure apd civilisation, for ita
pre-eminence in art, literature and soience, tolerated
the Hitler regime? The reason for it may be
found in the Veraailles Treaty which the vicfors in
their arrogance of suceess imposed on vanquished
Germany. It humiliated Germany and she has not
forgotten it; could not. The more thorough the
humiliation the more determined her resolve to wipe
it out, cost what it may. All else was of secondary
consequence ; everything must be sacrificed to
achieve this one purpose. Even a tyranny a¢ home
and a conflagration abroad is preferable to continus

| ed national humiliation, Verily, the defeat of the

vanquished fs more dangerous to peace than the
suocess of the victora.

Has all this no urgent lesson for England and
India? Atthe moment the Government of India and
the Congress stand even as the victors aud the van-
quished stood at the Treaty of Versailles. The road
ja clear for the Government fo impose humiliating
oonditions on the Congress and plume itself on its
victory, But the victory will be as dangerous to peace
as the sucocess of the Allies in the Great War has
been. The Dbitterness of humiliation will long
sour the temper of the people, not only of avowed
Congressmen but of most Indians ; it will become an
obsession with them, so much so that they may satop
at nothing to hurl back the kumiliation anrd retrieve
their sclf-respect. The defeat of the Congress will
not mean merely the defeat of civil disobedience but
of non-violence and even of constitutionalism.

There were not wanting people of great infla-
ence in the ocountry who atiributed the famous
Montaga declaration of 1917 not o constitutional
agitation or even to a lively appreciation on the part
of Great Britain of the loyal support that India gave
her in her hour of need, but to the fear of a demora-
lised Britain who flung out sops to those who had it

in them to make her position worse, England's
misfortune was India'a opportunity. Even now

theeo are those who believe that only a world cata-
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stropbe, involving Great Britain, can bring India
what she wants;. nothing else. Mahatma Gandbi and
many other leaders may be trusted. net to exploit the
misfortunes of Britain; tha Mahatmu suspanded his
civil disobedience campaign during the Boer War
and actually co.operated with the Government. He
may do so again and in India. Hissense of chivalry
would recoil from the exploitation - of other’s mig-
fortunes. But to the extent his inﬂuence is weakened,
to that extent. will also be weakened this sense of
ohiv alry. Anda growmg number of people will wel-
coma secretly, if not openly. another world eonﬂag-

ration so that India may exploit if and eéome intq ker
own, ‘ . .
It is a great misfortune that the lessons of such
recent history enacted right under their very qyes sre.
being " Tost on the Conservatives in England, who,,
oblivious of the disastrous consequences that must.
follow if their tactics sucoeeded, swear by the strong.
hand and no reforms in India. A loyal and coofented
India is & far greater safagusrd of British interests in
India and of world peaes than repression and con-
stitutional safeguards, Peace and victory do not:
abide together : Britain must ohoose between the two

-~

o« ABDIOATION TO

HE N you find' that somebody's thought moves
o & different plana from yours, you are
“temptet] to put him down for a erank and take:
no more notice of him. One hopes, however, that
Col. Wedgwood will meet with a better fate at the
hands of Indian nationalists, ‘In his evidence before
the Joint Select Committee he did not plesd, asmight
be expected from his antecedents, for the total elimi-
nation or even drastio relaxation of the safeguards
outlined in the White Paper and for the granting of
all or almost all the powers' connoted by Dominjon
Status, but put up a passionate opposition even to the
extremely meagre reforms now proffered by a Tory
Government. In a racent speech in the House of
Commons he expressed the view that if in the
proposed- reforms the central legisiature was o be so
‘extraordinarily reactionary in composition, he would
rather give as much as possible to the provinces and
leave no more than was absolutely neocessary to the
oentre and further take care that the little that might be
left at the centre was not placed wholly at the dispoei-
tion of the legislature. This is no doubt an extreme
view, and seemingly thoroughly reactionary, coineid-
ing in all externals with the view of Mr. Winston
Churchill, But when such & thoroughgoing radicsl
ag Col. Wedgwood puts it forward, it certainly be-
hoves our pationalist politicians to pause and ponder
it well and deeply.

Why does Col, Wedgwood ory out against Abdiea-.

tion in no less sirident & voloe than Mr. Churchill ?
Because he thinks that the abdication would be not in
favour of a democracy,but an oligarchy. We all know
16 too but we submit in vlew of what we regard as un-
avoidable oircurnstances. It is true that the introduc-
tion of the Prinoes necessarily involves the introdue-
tion of a reactionary element, but we are warned by
British statesmen that, unless the Princes are brought
in, central responsibility cannot be thought of, and
- faced with the alternatives of some littla power at
the centre, wiclded though it be mostly by reaotion-
aries, and an unreformed ocentral government, we are
driven much against our wish to choose the former.
It will be an oligarohy that will rule in Delhi, but
it will be an indigenous oligaroby, and it is any day
better than a foreign bureaucracy. If the olaima
of demooraoy are not satisfied, thoss of mnationalism
at any rate will be to some extemt, It is at thig
point that our nationallats come into conflict with

AN OLIGARCHY.”

Col. Wedgwood. He seemed to support nationalist
demands so far =~ so muoh so that at ‘one timse his
name was considered for the presidentship of the
Indian National Congress — only because they hap-
pened to be identical with demoeratio demands.
Indian politicians till now wers in the happy position
of nof being required $o choose between nationalism
and democracy. For the first timo in “history they
are oalled upon to opt for the one or the other, They
have elected to place nationalism first and demacracy:
long after. Col. Wedgwood would like them to post-
pone nationalism to demooracy.

The choica is not really so hard as may seem at
first gight. By.throwing demooracy overboard, we
do not succeed in keeping out the foreigner. The
foreigner dominates all the same, though he does
80 from behind the Princes, 80 long as paramountcy
is a funotion to be . discharged exzelusively by o
foreign government, in complets dissociation from the
wholly or partially Indian government to ba installed
in Delhi, one can never be sure that the sc-called
Princes’ nominees will not in fact be the British
Government’s nominess. Apart from this, the safe-
guardsto be introduced into the oconstitution will
eat up, as is very properly pointed out by Sir Tei.
Bahadur Sapru and others, most of the responsibility
at tha centre. It is such a self-government that the
Indian politioians will have possibly to deny them-
selves in sticking out for demoeracy. But even this
sacrifica is foo much for them. -One further point
must be noted, and it is of the first importance. If
the oligarchy, so littla self-governing, which is to be
established in India, behind the facade of & respon-
sible government, had in it the saving grace
of providing & momentum for the early advent of
a real demooracy, the compromise would be worthy
of oonsideration. But it is an indisputable fact that
the oligarchy with whioh we shall ba blessed imme-
diately will not only not maka the introduction of
democracy easler in future but will make it sheerly
impossible; for the oonstitution leaves the sventual
elimination of the nominated blook permanently to
the sole discretion of thoss who ara to have the right
to nominate, Those then who, like Col, Wedgwood,
place democracy before everything else, have some
excuse if they refuse to enfertain a scheme which,
without conceding any real power, only brings into
the constilution a new reactionary elemert which
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it will become imposkible to teblade at Any timé in '
‘future without its own consent. 1

Col, Wedgwood thus pets his face agalnst feders-
‘tion itself, whioh forms the basis of the constitutional
discussfons going on at present. Or rather he will
-admit into the federation only those States which may
be willing tosend, like the British Indian provinces:
-lected representatives into the central legislature.
He does mot believe that more than three or four
States like Mysore, Travancore and Cochin will be
prepared to do 8o, and therefore in his scheme, which
be has put forward a8 an alternative to the White
Paper scheme ( accurately described by the People,
by olever suggestion, as the W, P, scheme), he nssigns
no more than 10 out of 160 seats in the central legis-
lature to the States. He does not make the grant of
oentral responsibility dependent upon the States
providing a sufficiently big deadweight in the Coun-
«¢il. It therefore is & matter of no oonsequence to
him if only a few States join now and the resulting
federation is exteedingly thin and even nominal. But.
he will on no aecount admit a State into the federa~
tion unless it agrees to the election of its represen-
tatives the sawe as British India. The biggest
element of reactionarism whioh disfigures the Hoare
-scheme he would remove in this manner.

But there mre other factors which also go to
make the constitution seriously defective, e, g., com-
munal electorates, This of course is & more difficult
matter to deal with than the Princes. For we can
-eut out the States altogether if they do not adapt
themsel ves to demaeratio practices, but we cannot eut
-out the minorities in the same way. The States have
to be introduced fn the constitution anew, and we
-can resist their introduction. But the minorities are
-already there and eannot be kept oute Nor would it
‘be desirable if we could keep them out. Col. Wedg-
wood therefore suggests that, till they agree to the
common glectorates, they should come in by nomina-
fon. Nomination must not be accepted in the case of
the Princes; but it will have to be temporarily
aoquiesoed in in the case of the minorities. Is
nomination, then, better than communal election,
the critio will ask. I suppose Col. Wedgwood's
answer will be: *Yes, becauss if you put the
minorities under nomination they will very
‘soon agree to vommon electorates if the British
Government gives thern & -choice only between nomi-
nation and common elestorates. But if you agree to
communal electorates these will have & tendenoy of
perpetunting themselves.” There is much force in
this reasoning. Another temporary provision he
suggests is that thers should be 10 British officials in
the legislature, the same number as is recommended
in the White Paper for the upper house. But the
40 seats to be filled by nomination in behalf of the
minorities and the 10 seats just mentioned are to bs
added, after the transition period, to the 100 geats to
be fllled up by election by the provincial councils,
themselves composed of membaers returned by popular
eleotion on & universal franchise,

There is one very novel suggestion which Col.
Wedgwood makes, It is to the effect that of the 100

membrers that will be slected by the provinvial loglss
labures 30 (fo be selected by the central legielature)
should sit in the British Parliamett, thetr own seats in
the Indien legislature being taken by 15 Commoners
and 15 Peers from among the'members of Parliament.
This suggestion is evidently intended to implement
the fundamental charaoter of the British Empire aw
sn Indo-British Commonwealth, Constitutional pa-
rists will raige many technical objections to thix
couree, but the desirability of some such provision
will not be seriously questioned, This, howaver, is
not the most important part of the scheme, the most
important part being that nomination by the Princes
and election by minority communities must be done
eway with at any cost. TI these mre retained, his
own advice to the British Government will be:“Don’t
give any power at the centre where the Princes by
nomination will be able to hold the British Indian
people in thrall. If the power thak is to be conoceded
will reach the people, go the utmost length in con-
ceding it But if the Princes are to intercept if, youhad
better retain it in the handa of Parliament. This body,
even if it be composed predominantly of die-hards,
will be more liberal than the Indian legislature do-
minated by the Princes” For,ashe said on 28th
March in the House of Commons, “ there is not &
Tory member in this House who is not better than
ten Indian Princes,” The question for Parliament to
consider is, he would gay, not whether Britain should
transfer power into Indian hands, but whether by such
transfer it will in faot pass into more liberal hands.
This question has & side to which Indians upon their
part must give their most earnest consideration. Will
it be in the national interest, upon a long view, to
make it the objsctive of their endeavour somehow to
wrest power from the Britishers — even if the wrest-
ing is purely illugory and involves a gratuitous in-
troduotion of a conservative slement which no con-
stitutional device will serve to remove in future ?
OBSERVER.

Ont Landon Letter,

(BY AIR MAIL.}
( From Our QOorrespondent. )
LORDON, June 16,

THE WORLD ECONOMIC CONFERENCE.

NNHE long-delayed and much advertised World,
Monetry and Economic Conference opened af

the Gaological Museum o1 Monday last, with
an insugural address, in English and Frenoh, by the
King, followed by a presidential address from Mz. J.
Ramsay MacDonald, who happens to be at the same
time the Prime Minister of His Majesty's Government
in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Nozthern
Ireland. Only one nation wsas absent at the Confer-
snce—Panams, which has explained that it cannot
afford the luxury. The other nations evidently felt
that they oould not afford the luxury of being
absent,

The Conference is perhaps the greatest, the most
universal, and the most far-reaching in consequanca
of any in history. More people have besn brought
together than ever before. The cost of this Interna-
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1tional venture is said to be very large, the cost of is
failure is generally fecognised to be incaloulsble.

Two questions are being asked: ean it suoceed, will it {

succeed ? The pessimists are of the opinion that not-

“withstanding its colaim to be a world oonference,
there is little, if anything, of the world mentslity about

- those, ot almost most of those, attending the Confe- :
rence. The optimists ate inolined to the view that,
whilst that might have been true as recently as s |
year ago, the very force of events has brought about
-such a change of mentality among far-sighted stetes-
men, some of whom are attending tbis Conferencs, !

that they sannot but realise the inter-dependence of 4

the nations as well a8 of the individuals thet com-
- pose mankind. | . -
I remember thet arising cut of, but not direotly
-oonnected with, the meetings at Genevaand elsewhers, {
of the World Conference for the Promotion of Peace :
tbrough Religion & movementbegan to take shape for ;
the establishment ©of an Institute of World: Affairs
- envisaging hamanity as ‘one and:umankind as 8 unit,
The ' purpose of such an . Institute would, amonget
~other things, involve the study of problems affecting
buman life from a world, as distinguished from an.
international, point of view, It wonld thus diffar in
method, If not in objeetive, from such bodies as the

British Royal Institute of International Affairs, §

There isno word in the English language that 4
mally“ corresponds with the all-embracing French
term “mondisl ", Events are so happening, however,
- @8 to compel the natfons and the statesmen to con-°

national evaluations, and it may be tbat, notwith-
standing the enormous difficulties in the way and the

“unpropitious character of many of the happenings §

‘the world. over that appear to glve encouragementto
wisolationists, particularists, and all others who are

gy temperament opposed to the wuniversalists, the |
“Caonference will be able to establish propositions of |
.mutual conduct and world-relationships that will re+ }

store, if gradually, mutual confidence and ‘interna~
tionsl trust, ' o ‘
. As ragards theIndian association and connection
“with .the Conference, the Advisory Committee has
been dropped. because Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas
‘and Mr, Rangaswami Iyengar refused to serveon it
1n view of the character of the Indian representation’
in the Conference iteslf. Sir Phiroze Sethna would
have doubtless taken the earns line had he been avail-
able for sonsultation. He, however, returned from
“(eneva, where he had been attending the I. 1.0,
meeting, only on Saturdsy afternoon and after a deci-
‘sion bad had to be taken in his absence. Itis likely
that the position of India on the tariff issue will corne
up at anearly date for serious criticism, I am informed
on excellent authority that several of the countries
attendm_g the Conference are annoyed and irritated
by the hightariff poliey adopted by India, espeoially
of Teoent years. and whioh they regard as not corres-
ponding to t];c requirements of the times when every-
tlgody is uniting to demand, in principle, reduction of
ariffs, My informant gave me the impression that
in Justifioation of the Indian position it was probable
that the British and the Indian Governments would
be aligr_nad together, and that it would be urged, first,
that tariff inoreases were needed for revenue purposes,
;nd that, secondly, they were justified in order to
u_ild up and proteoct infant industries in aecordance
with precedents sst by other countries, inoluding the
;Bry countries now leading the -eriticism to which I
;ave above referred, So far, apparently, no opportu-~
nity has yet ooourred to enable the Indian spokesmen
to put forward their specifio point of view. Sir

Atul Chatterjee, who had already spoken, did soas
the mouthpieos of the International Labour Offies,

- pial,

primariiy with a view to the mitigation and redug-
tion of world-wide nmemployment that was revently
the principal bubject under its ¢congideration.

THE WAR DEBT.

The greatest possibla relief has been expressed
in all quarters at the decision of the Cabinet totender
token payment in silver of the instalment due on the
American War Debt and payable on Thursday of
this week, and that President Hoosevelt in $aking
note of the payment has placed it upon public record
that, in his opipion, this does not constitute a de-
fault by Great Britain, The debate on the Foreign
p-ﬁioa Estimate on Tuesday, when Parliament resum-

d after the Whitsun recess, was -thoroughly artifi-
Nobody wanted to hear Sir John Simon or o
discuas foreign affairs ; everybody wanted to listen
ta what Mr. Neville ‘Chamberlain, who is leading

he British delegabion at the Economis Conference,
had to say on the negotistinns that were then known
to be proceading between the Cabinet and the Ameri-
can Goverament. ' . Again and-again the Governwment
gpokdsmen had to informs the House fhat it was nof
yveot possible to make a statement. It was very
fnuch like the report of the look-out for the rescua
party that had not yet reached the beleagured city,
and it was not in fact until late on Wednesday
night fhat Mr. Chamberlain was in a position to
male the announcement so vital to the steadying of.
the exchanges and to the preliminary success of the
Economio Conference. Several other countries have

centrate upon a world view of things to the exclu- § followed the British example in making token pay-

-sion of international balances of interest or of merely |

tnent of the instalment: due on June 13 to Amerfes.
Several more, ineluding France, have again default-
éd.  One only, Finlend, has paid in full, and the
whole question of inter-governmental debis will have
to be settled, one way or another, before economic
and financial restoration ean be achieved. It is be-.
lieved fhat a British Debt Commission will proceed
to America about the end of September next, for the
purpose of trying to come to & fresh agreement with
the United States, - '

' BRITISH COMMONWEALTH LEAGUE .GON-FEREﬁcm

~ Whilet most of the attention of the publio that
ean be diverted from sport and attention to the wea--
ther has been given to the World- Economio Confer~
ence, it is useful o take note of the interesting three
daye’ Coriference of women from Great Brifain and
other parts of the British Commonwealth that has
beon taking place in London this week under the
puspices of the British Commonwealth League, to
which most of the important women’s organisations
in this countey wre affiliated. ~ The British Common-
weslth League, too, has been dealing with topios of
enarmous importance including World Unity and the
British Empire, the Mother of To-day in the British'
Commonwealth, the Political Status of Women, the
Situstion with regard to Siavery, and spon. The:
gessions were well attended by delegates from many
countries. In the session dealing with Women’s Fran-.
chise, the united demands of Indian women were put-
forward by Rajakumari Amrit Kaur, who recently '
arrived in London to give evidence befare the Joing
Seleot Committes, Her able presentation befors an:
sudienoe largely composed of women, including the
veteran Mrs. Despard, who had figured prominently
in the struggle for the vote in this country, madea
very deep impression. The Confarence also had the
opportunity of bearing Mr, N, M. Joshi, than whom
there is no better interpreter of the needs of Indian
women in industry. The difficult subject of the effect
of Child Marriage and Purdah on Motherhood was
discussed by Mrs. Rama Rau and Dr. Laukester, whoga
wife is doing so much to advance the cause of India
in many capacities. For those who are pagtm_ularly ‘
interested in India $his Conference was significant
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for itshelp to place the problems confronting Indian :
women in their right perspective mlongside those of :
women in other parts of the Commonwaealth, It gave.
the lie once more to much that-is being seid snd
thought of the fitness of Indisa .men and women to
manage their own affairs and acted as a corrsctive

to the one-sided view oreated by books like “Mother"™

India." - .
THE UNION OF BRITAIN AND I.NlD'IA,‘

The opponents of Indian reform are mof,being -
allowed to have matbters all their;.own way. i The
Indian Empire Defence League is gathering in the
trocpas from the titled aristocracy, ex-Indian oivilians
of the older sohool whese contact with India is usu-
ally far from recent and people like Mr. Riddyard
Kipling, who notwithetanding that he has spentsthe -
greater part of a lifetime outside of Indis, .ia =tiil
regarded in some circles as an sutherjty on Indig on
the strength of books like “Kim" .and ‘' Barcack
Room Ballads." These are the sorb of people who have.
not yet woke up to the new era in Tudia; or whao, 1
having gone to sleep, show unmistakable- signs.that
they will never wake up again. P

The Union of Britain and India, howaver,: is
composed largely of ex-Indian officials of more recent.
experience in Indis and more liberal temperamient:
Their most recent recruits include Prifessor Jolin
Coatman, Sir John Camming, Sir Selwyn Feretmantle,
Sir Laurie Hammond, Sir Maurice Hayward, ‘Sir .
Philip Hartog, Sir Ernest Hotson, Sir Frank Hudsow, ]
Sir John Kerr, Sir Henry Lawrence,Sir Edwand
Maclagap, 8ir Hugh Macpherson, Mr: James 'Rea
Martin, Sir A. E. Nelson, Professor H. G. Rawlinson, |
Sir Stanley Reed, Bir W. J. Reid, Sir Benjamin
Robertson, Sir Thomas Smith, and *Sir William
Vincent, It is noteworthy that the new ' Governor of
Bombay, Lord Brabourne, is to be Treasurer of the
Unjon.  All of these gentlemen are genersl suppor-
ters of the Government’s policy and it is likely from
what I hear that the viewpoint that they  represent
is held by the majority of the pecple of this couniry,
who are far from being stampeded by the Churchill-
Lloyd propaganda. Indeed, they gave an indication
of their general atiitude towards people like Sir Arn-
old Wilson, who is s frank opponent of the Govern-
ment’s India policy and Sir Edward Grigg who,
with modificatione, is a general supporter.  The
former was returned to Parlisment by & heavily
decreased majority, whilst the latter on' the whole
kept his position, Even the Dusily Express-is a little
taken sback by these results. In neither case does it
think India wss made the main issue at the bye-
election. The paper accordingly suggests either that
an early attempt should be made at a bye-election to
force the pace on India and make it the major issaue,
or if, in fact, India is not a live issue in the consti-
tuenocies, the issue should be dropped and concentra-
tion should be put upon questions of greater moment.
In the meanwhile the Government policy has scored
a victory, when a condemnatory resolution moved
by Sir William Davidson was defeated decisively in
favour of an official amendment at & meeting this
week of the Council of the Metropolitan Area Con-
servative and Unionist Assceiation,

THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE.

The proceedings of the Joint Select Committes
are purauing their course more slowly than had been
antioipated and it seoms quite clear that the Com-
mittes will not be able to bring ita labours to an end
by the end of. July, with the result that Parliament
instead of being prorogued will be adjourned until
the autumn sbout the 28th July. Thiz will mean
that the Committea will be able to continue its
labours during the recess, and the session will be re-

sumed for the necessary phort period for enabling the

presentation of the report in November. It ia believ-
od exiremely.unlikely that .the machinery of the -
Select. Committee will make provision for a Minority -
Report'or Reports. ‘What .I. believe is likely to
happen is -that members dissenting .on particular
points will be entitled to submit short notes on the
grounds of their dissent, It is. also.expected thuk

| some at-lenst of the Indian members, certainly in-
-1 eluding “Sir lej BahadurSapru on behalf of himself
‘| and a progressive gronp that looks to bim for leader-

ship, will submit detailed notea of their views,  either

-on the general schemes or on . particular points for

annexure fo the Report. :

In the tmeanwhile, ‘whilst 4here are no more
signe of unity in the British Indian delegation than
when I .last 'wrotey it is..becoming inoreasingly
evidont that in the absence. of ‘&, greater dagree of
unity than has for some time prevailed it will . be
virtually impossible to proceed. substantially beyond
the"limits of the White Papet. .1t is possible, there-
fore, that before therend of July there may be 'closer
accord among British Indian- delegates, with the

] objeot of pressing more strongly.the Indian . objection

to the scheme as it stands,
' Whilst the proceedings, except in'so far 'as they:
are officially ‘published, of the Joint Select Committes
and rof the British Indian delegation, are ostensibly
private, it is clear from leskages 'in The Times
and The Morning Post, that some -of .the members
of the Committee, or of the British Indian delegation,
or both have not been as loyal to’ their condition of
secrecy, or disoreet within the latitude that might
reagonably be allowed, and might have been expected,
and this has caused a certain amount of irritation, both
among the members who have held themselves strict-
ly.to their duty and to those Press correspondents
who have tried to observe the regulations imposed.
apon them, One illustration of the way in which
such a leakage has been used for anti-Indisn propa-
gands purposes is revealed in a' Morning Post com-
ment upon the cross-examination of Sir Michael
O'Dwyer, who is now under examination as a witness.
before the Committee, and has already sat in the
witness chair for six hours without havirg yet com-
pleted his evidence. What was supposed to be the-
private decision of the British indian delegation
was substantially reproduced in the Morming Post
and the opportunity was taken to make a venomous
attack upon’ Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, whose cross-
examination of Sir Michael O'Dwyer was exne_ctad to-
be of a damaging charaoter to the latter. Bir Tej Baha-.
dur, who is described 8s a Kashmiri Brahmia (which
in Morning Post parlance is a term of reproach ), and
as a subtle and skilled cross-examiner, in order to ex-
pose the unserupulous character of Sir Te]nBahadur &
ocareer and reputation, the paper says that Although
calling himself a Liberal, he has always been in
close touch with the Congress Party.” The Post’s
readers are therefors left to draw their own conclu-
gions 8s to the character of those on whose behalf Sir
Tej Bahadur would be speaking. ,

The evidence of the Services is far from finished *
and Sir Mischael O'Dwyer's evidence still has to be
completed. In view therefore of the shortness.of time
between now and the rising of Parliament, and in order
that, if possible, all the witnesses shall have been
heard by that time, the Committee is, at any rate for
the present, to mest four days a week, including two.
afternoon sittings in addition. On Monday Colonel
Wodgwood, M. P., will give evidence and he will no.
doubt have to explain to the Committee and fo the
Britizh Indisn delegation the wide divergence bet~
ween the views that he is af present understood to
hold of & thoroughly resctionary character, and those:
to which he gave expression in his well-known
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"hook on Indlis, written, I beliave, in 1921, Indeed:
1 am in a position to state without oontradietion that
it is with the greatest difficulty that when he was
a Cabinet Minister be was prevailed upon by friends,
whom he then consulted privately, o refrain from
‘tendering his resignation ' from the Cabinetas a
protest against the unprogressive policy in regard to
India of most of his colleagues in the Government,

Leviows.

EVOLUTION OF INDIAN POLITICS.

POLITICAL INDIA, 1832-1932. Ed. By SIR
JOHN CUMMING. (Ozford University Press. )
1932. 20em. 324p. 3/6. ' '

"THIS book like its companion -wolume “ Modern
India™ is @ ocolleotion of articles on the various
sspeots of the Indian political problems during the
«course of s oentury ranging from 1832 to 1932.
There are defects ss well as merits in & book' of this
kmd—gva get here the opinions of various writers on
the political development and evolution. of the
-oountry; at the asme time we do not gat a continuous
ides of that evolution arranged in logical and
--ohronologma} sequence, such as would have been the
-cage if one single writer had been responsibis for the
whole yvork. Anyway it is & laudable attempt; and
tbe Editor must be congratulated on his bringing to-
gether & galaxy of writers to contribute to the

are DBritishers or Anglo-Indians and not one of
“them sn-Indian, though ' regrettable, does not
seriously interfere with the value of the contri-
butions; and most of them write with sympathy and
anderstanding, ‘
»  The first place in the collection is given to Lord
Irw_m:g paper on “The evolution of Political life in
India. I‘.ord Irwin’s analysis of the political forces
-opernt_iqg in the country is an unbiassed attempt at
appraising the viewpoint of the various organizations
workm_g for political ends,
80 ir!:imoriminm:e attack upon the Congress, whioh he
.aay8" is & world famous and unquestionably power-
ful body,” though, he is, it must be pointed out, not
oa quite safe ground when he says that it ia mainly a
Hindu bedy. But it is unfortunately true, as he says,
$hat Congress cannot so far be said to have developed
a practical programme that would stand the test of
-administrative responsibility. On the other hand, it
must be confessed that so far the Government have
given no opportunity to the Congressto evolve &
programme of that description and it therefore rests
-upoa them to draw up the future constitution of India
in & manner which will draw in the Congress $o
-undertake the work of administration and harness that
undoubta_dly strong political body to the task of
oonstitution-building. Lord Irwin is algo perfecily
right in m!madverting upon the communal charactsr
of the political parties in India and his comments on
~them desarvo. to be taken to heart. Ha says:—" If
:they (the political parties) are to be a strength and
not a weakness to the India of the futre, they must
lift their eyes beyond the immediate community
-syn_ipathl and attachments-that haveso far besen the
main motive of their exiatencs. And gradually, it

must be hoped, the operation of responsibility in the

political Held will evoke the formation of true poli-
tioal parties pledged to the promotion of real poli.
‘tical programmes,” Co ‘

In ohapter II Prof. Dodwell gives an acconnt
of the evolution of the educationsl polioy of the
‘Government of India from 1832 to 1884, and in Chap.
111, Prof, Rushbryox Williams deals with “the Iodiun

He does not indulge in |

National Congress in its wvarions phases”. Prof.
Williams points out that three principal sireams
jointly constitute “the broad and swiftly flowing river
of Indian Nationalism™, the first being a striviag to
attain for India a unity in diversity, the second
being the reslization of the idesl of freedom and self-

' government, and the thjrd being a determination to

safeguard the cultural heritage of India from the
inroads of the dynamio civilisations of the Wesk
He divides the history of the Congress into three
periods, 1885 to 1904 being the period of the domi-
nance of the Cantre party, 1904-1916 the pericd of the
rise of the left, and 1916-32 the period of the domis
nance of the left. Prof, Williams draws the conclu-
sion that the Congress has begome sectional nok
“Indian”, partisan not “national”, a cauocus not a
“Congress”, — a conclusion partly rue, though on
more grounds than one it ean be contested, -

The fourth chapter is written by Mr. J. £.J oﬁes;
formerly - Editor of the Statesman. in which hae
gives a running account of the fortunes of the Mode,

.rate or Liberal parly; and while commending them

for rejecting the “ barren path™ of non-co-cperation,

- acouses them of timidity and weakness in disoredit-

ing the work of the Central Legislative Assembly
and thus providing a handle o the Swarajists to

_damn the Reforms. Mr, Jones however points o a
' real point of wenkness in the Liberal armour when

he says that they had no electoral organization and,

. party unity. But he is worse than ungrateful when

he nsserts that it is the Moderates’ immoderate rheto-

-contents of the book. The faot that all the writers Eﬁo in the criticism of the Rowlatt Report that was

responsibla for the grotesque fears oreated in the
minds of the people. He also accuses the Liberals
of eating their own words and falsifying their own
creeds of constitutional agitation when, under the
Ieadership of Sir T.B. Sapru, they decided to boy-
cott the Simon Commission. But every Indian wil}
agree that the Libersls have in that matter acted
bonourably and with the highest of motives and any
eriticism of their conduct based upon the ples of
inconsistency cannot be accepted for a moment,

The next chapter on " Mohammedan Movements™
by Sir Theodore Morison gives. an account of the
growth of the communal spirit among Mussalmans,
and the spirit of pan-Islamism that dominates them.;
In chapter VI, Sir Hugh MoPherson traces the.

‘origin and growth of communsl sntagonism, espeoi-

ally between the Hindus and Mussalmans leading:
up to the announcement of the Communal Award by
the British Government. Ha is perfectly correct in,
sayiog that the communal antagonism, s0 muoch in
avidence In recent times, has more a political and
less a religious basis and the guestion ia one of satis~
fying minority interests and safeguarding their
rights. A number of writers coniribute to chapter VII,
which relates to “Minority Communities,” Sir Patrick
Fagan writing about the Sikhs, Mr. Charters Malony
on the * Depressed Classes,” Sir Hubert Carr on the
British commercial community, Sir Campbell Rhodes
on the Anglo-Indians and Rev, Paton on the Indian
Christians. All these sectiona are well-written, though
sorne of them are entirely colourless as for example’
Sir H. Carr's on the British commercial community.’
The section on the depressed classes, as indeed all’
the others, is mainly historical, and it suffars
from this defeck that it doss not take account of the
recent change in the attitude of the oaste Hindum
towards them and the big wave of reform that has
baen sweeping the ocountry. An account, writtom
probably in 1932, ought necessarily to have takem
this faotor jnto consideration, ' '

Chapter VIII on “Women in Iadian Politics™

“written by Mrs. Gray, gives a succinct account
. of the advancament of women, though its silence as
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Fegards the patt which women would ocoupy in the
future India is an unsatisfactory feature of it, One
would have liked Mrs, Gray to deal with the livés of
some of the great women who played a notable past in
yousing and developing the consciousness of their
own importance in national life of Indian women.

Mr., Jobn, Costman's chapter on Parliamentary
Institutions containe 8 pummary of the development
of representative institutions in India, He isright
when he says (hat the Reforms of 1919 failed to
pecure the emergence of political parties” based
upon differences in political progremmes and he
pays a tribute to the Congress Party, which may be
said to have attained the position of & well-organised
political party. His praise of the work of the Council
of State which, according to him, has 'behaved
throughout asa true “Senate of the Nation” is ill-
merited, especially when we remember that on
several oritical vocasions the Counecil acted in
opposition to the overwhelming body of popular
opinion as expressed by the Legislative Assembly.

" Chapter X by Sir Evan Cotton is a colleotion of
shott biographiocsl sketches of some outstanding politi-
<cal leaders and the next chapter by Mr. Pratt attempts
to assess the influence of ‘Gandhiji as a factor in

ndian politics. Chapter XII contrins an aceount of
movements like the anarchical movement, the

Red Shixt movement and o on. Chapter XIII deals
with Indians overseas. ‘ ’

~ From the poink of view of the general reader,
chapter XIV on the Federal Idea by Sir Robert Holland
is an , important one. . He traces in outline relations
between the Indian States and British India leading
up to the definite formulation of the ideal of & Fede-
yal India in which both units will be partners, Sir
Robert Holland is & sympathetio defender of the
Native States, which be thinks should be safe-
guarded againat encroachments from oufside. But
it is 8 much as one can see that the retention
in fact of all those rights would meanr the very
negation of the ideal of Federal partnership and
the dootrine of equal sacrifice by all federal units.
Sir Robert Holland does not either fully endorse all
the olaims advanced on behalf of the States .or com-
{radiot them ; but he indirectly supports them whean
he says that “it is certain that, whether in respect
of paramountey or any other of the great issuee in-
volved in Federstion, the constitution that will
unite and rule India will not be shaped so as to tally
with legal theories or the doctrines of political
poience.” All of whioh. amounts to saying that
British Tndia sbould recognise all the privileges that
the States put forward and alsc all the exemptiors
that they claim, though they may not accord with
the striot constitutional basis of a Federal union,

Chapter XV on the Round Table Conferences
of 1930 and 1931 by the Marquess of Zetland is alsoan
interesting one. Lord Zetland recognises that “in
theory the arguments in favour of the solution
urged by the Indian delegates, namely, the creation
of an executive responsible to the legislature, were
unasgailable,” But as an apology for the non-recogni-
tion by the British Government of the Indian dele-
gates’ proposition, he brings forward the “facts” which
the British delegates were unable to fgnore—the
existence of minorities, the apprehended domi-
panoe of the constitution by Congressmen and so on,
The writer attaches rather oo much importance to
these seemingly insuperable obatructions, though
there is another side to the picture also, according to
which these obstacles will lose much of their efficacy
with the introduotion of the responsible system of
government.

. 'The last chapter by Mr, Brown summarises the
political situation in India in 1932.

On the whole, the book is a valuable one, being-
more 80 from the historical viewpoint than from the
point of view of the oplnions which the various writ-.
era exprees on the subjects they have dealt with,

C. V. HARUMANTHA Rao,

THE TRUTH OF LIFE.

THE MYSTERY OF THE MAHABHARATA,.
VOL.I. By N.V. THADANIL ( Bharat Publi-
shing House, Karachi ) 24cm. 432p, Rs, 12/~

ONE often reads in the Brahmsnas passages like the

foilowing =—

“ They say.*In that the oake is on eleven potsherds,
and Agni and Vishnu are two, what js the arrangemaest
bere for the two, and what the division?" That for Agni
is on eight potsherds ; the Gayat:i has eight syllables ;.
the metre of Agni fs the Gayatri. That for Vishon is on
:ll:ir“ potsherds, for thrice did Vishnu stride aeross

s.i! "

“ A pap in Ghee should he offar, who considers himaslf
ansupported...... Ghee 18 the milk of the woman, the rice
grains that of the man; that is a pairing; with a pairing,
verily thus does he propagate him with offspring and.
cattle for a generation.” :

We would like to place a fow extracts from the-
book under review eide by side with these passages
and it would be observed that the method of inter--
pretation, and the facile manner of drawing out the
symbolism of any given act are in the same spirit in
both the osses, Thus we read—

All systems of Hindu Philosophy may be leoked at.
from three points of view ... Each of them corresponds-.
to the idea of & great onergy of life: Vedanta to Buddhi
or ‘Heat, Yoga to Mind or Eleotricity, and Sankhya to-
Ether or Magnetio energy. (p. 83) ‘

Thare ara seven priacipal energies of life, from Buddhi to--
the element * Earth.” Corresponding to these thtes are-
seven mombera of the Bolar system: the Sun oorrespond-
ing to Buddhi; the Moon to the Wind; Mara to Ether;,
Mercury to Air; Jupiter to Firs; Venus to Water and:
Saturn to the eloment “ Earth.,” (p.245.)

An interesting illustration of the relation betwoem
Purusa snd Prakriti, or Ze?o and the nine numbaers, is to be -
found in the form of the Hindu marriage ceremony, which
too is conoeived as a union of Prakriti and Purusa through
woman and man.

The pair are meated to face the east, the place of the-
Sun, the supreme souree of manifest life, whose image--
bolow is the sacred fire kindled bofore them, The figure
‘of the nine mansions or Grahaos, is drawn to reprosent
Prakriti, whose place by the fire as an image of the Sun,
symbolices the first union of the Supreme Puruaa and
Prakriti on earth, When the ceremouy commences the-
bride is seated to the right of the bridegroom, and it is
completed cnly after they have gone round the fire or-
Grahas fourtimes and measured geven steps; and then.
they change their places, and the bride is seated to the
left of the bridegreom.,

All this is bot an illustration of the Union of Pursusa.
and Prakriti ascording to the system of thought already
explained. The four circles round the fire are the four-
stages through which all lifse must pass to become-
manifest; the seven mieps repressant the seven divisions

" of life from Buddhi to the element ‘ Earth,® which must
be taken to oreate life anew ; while the placss to the right
and left represent the correct position of Purusa and
Prakritl, When the ceremony beging, the pair ars still
uncreative; and so the bridegroom is seated to the left of
-the bride, like sero in respect of numbers; but when it is .
ocompleted, he (serc), having been made creative in
veapeot of the bride, ia given his correct plave, and that-
ia to her right. (p. 171-2).

~
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. Such interpretations, however, are held to  ba.

-puerile, fanociful and lawless—in fact sheer drivel.
What would these soholars think when they find
-similar modes of thought applied to the whole of our
sacred literature and to she epios and the Purinas,
by & modern? The main idea of the present work, in
-the words of the author, is ‘ that the Sacred Books of
the Hindus, from the Vedas tothe Mah&bharata deal
with the problem of all problems—the Truth of Lifa,
: . oonoeived in various ways. The Vadas examine the
" different theories of 1ife—Its origin, manifeatation, and
-end—in the form of hymns;the Brahmanas repre-
sont the suprema creative eaergy conceived as action
- “in paorifice; the Upanishads and the six systems of
Hindu Philosophy deal with the same subject with

Jess symbolism and raore directly ; while the Purli.

188 and the great epics of Ramiyana and Mahabhs-
rata desoribe it in story-form.” The anthor further
tells us that tho whole conception of life as under-
stood by the ancients is based on the organie cell or
ovum, out of whioh hag beén evolved the great ancient
ides of the Golden Egg. The Sanskrit language itself
18 oonceived as a piobure of Brahmands, reproducing
by means of its vowels and consonants, general
structurs, Sandhi rules and grammatioal forms, the
idea of the cell, and the form, action and interaction
of its coostituent parts; so that each expression,

word or letter might be the mirror of a great : oience, -

a great philosopby, and & great
~ogether in one truth. '
- All this is highly ingenious and the author oer-'
tainly deserves oredit for the laborions cunning with
which he has corrolated the sacred literature of the
Hindus and the scisnces known to them with the
fundamental conception of life; and one is simply
staggered at the boldness and violence with which
the author lays bare the latent symbolism iu each
<conocept of philosophy or scienoce or religion. C

And what is our Mahabhirata according to this
new method of interpretation® * The story of the
Mahabharata is not a history or a tale of romance
but a pictorial repressntation of the. three greai
systems of Hindu Philosophy, their agreement and
difference, connection and conflict...... The final
battle of Kurukshetra is but a contest batweesn the
-gystem of Vedanta on the one hand and the system
of Yoga and Saukhya on the other.”

It wiil bo seen that this conocaption of our great
-epic is subversive of all mcoepted views regarding
the origin and development of the work whioh un-
doubtedly has preserved' the history of a ‘greah
struggle, and has sprung ou of the flobsam of the past,

It 18 too great a strain oa our oredulity to
belleva it to be a representation of the three prin-’
-oipal syatams of philosophy. Similarly, to belleve
that the Sanskrit language is a deliberate oreation of
man, and that it is & pioture of the central conueption
of life as onnoeived by the anoients is an opinion that
bermuses with its reckless singularity a reader who
bus other notions regarding the origin of language
and the lawa of linguistic development. '

The book is daringly original; and while it is
impossible to subsoribe either to the main thesis or
“to any of its detsils, yet it is & highly entertaining
and challenging dootment. - o

religion, al} u'nibad

G R Dnu_nmn,

THE STRUCTURE OF THE UNIVERSE.

-EARLY ASTRONOMY AND COSMOLOGY*
By C.P.8 MENoN. ( Allen and Unwin. ) 1932,
220m, 192p. 19/6 -

‘universe as firat conceived by Maa and to find out if

the various ancient civiligations had a common conw
copt or borrowed the ides from each other. He has
also advanced a novel theory about the arigin of the,
solar and lunar godiacs. C e

A curgory study of the available ancient liters
ture of the (reeks, the Babylonians and the Hirdus
shows that the earth was considered a flat ciroular:
diso with the Heavens as & solid- wault sovering it:
like & huge bell, - Homer describas the esrth as a flat:
cireular dise surrounded by the river Okeanos; thae'
ann, the moon and the stars rose. in tho Eash from:
Okeanos and moved bapeath the ball-shapad Haaven !
and plunged into the Okeanos -in the Wast, ' Hesiod,
another Greek post, concaived the - enrth as & plane !
dividing the universe into two hemispheres. The!
Babylonian schame of the world represents the emrth
and the solid vault of the heavens ms supported by
she *DEEP” ( waters ) ; abova them woere the “Uppar™ :
Waters™, and above tham * the sun-illuminsted homa
from which the sun emerged every morning through

5 door in fhe East and into whieh he wentered.
every evening through the door in the West

Acoording - to the Hindu Puranas, the -world is:
flat and mads up of a namber of -concentric rings,:
alternately land and sea, ‘The central island is our:
earth, tha Jambu-Dwipa divided into four quarters:
of which the southetnmost is India. At the dentre
of the earth is a huge mountain Moeru; round which '

| revolve: the warioma -oelestial: bodies im horizontal:

orbits at definite heights above the earth. The!
Chinese "conception seems to be similar to..that of
Puranas. s Py

Mr. Menon puts forward the novel theory’ that

jf:he earliest conception of the world was square and -

that the ciroular shape was a later development.

‘Hoe refers to passages in ancient literature in suppork

of his theory. In tha Rig-Veda the sarth is said to-ba
“four-cornered "; the brioks used for construcjing
fire-altars ara four.cornered, for all the bricks are
after the manner of the earth. The Satapata Brah-
mana says that the earth is four-cornered, the four
quarters being her cornera, The square shape of the
altars and . other buildings familiar to the Vedic
Aryans indicates their primitive conception of $he
world. The plans of their villages and cities were
square. Huge pyramids on square bases built by the
Egyptians and other ancients indioate what they con-

- soived the universe was like. ~T'o Mount Meru is at-
_tributed a square section by a few among the diverse

suthorities quoted by ' Al-Beruni - The anthor gives
another ingenious proof for the square conosption by
verifying the accuracy of figures given in Suryapra~
jnapti, s Jain estronomioal -treatise-assuming the
Jambudwipa to be square-shaped as also the orbit of
thesun. Inoideatally this proves that the figurea
given by ancjsnt astronomers are not imsaginary buk'
obtained by actual observations and oaloulations..
The symbol used by the Chinese to represent the
earth is a square enclosing four small equares formed:
by joining the middle points of opposite sides of the
gquare; The author comea to the conclusion that the
sncionts must have independently the same conocep-
tion and that no nationality borrowed from another. :

Another interesting suggestion by the author is
aboul the origint of the twelve signs of the solar rodiae
and the 27 wuakshatras (28 ' inocluding the
unskehatra  Abhijit- or the lunar ’ zodias
Mr. Menon shows how the numbers 4, 12, 28, 60 and
others which ocour so often in all the ancient systems
and which are usually mseribed to s correspondence
with certain astronomical periods, oan ba obtained.
By dividing the sides of a equare into 4 equal parts

1 and joining the points of division by lines draw=m
THIS is an attempt to ascertain the structure of the -

parallel to the sides and rubbing off the four uqum

in the centre, we get a square with 13 squares mar.
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flear its border—a figure frequently used by the
Hindis sstrologer. Bimilarly, by dividing the sides

of the square into 8 and 16 parts we get squares with
respectively 28 and 60 small squares on their borders,
By further doubling the number of divisions ws can
get other mystio numbers, The author suggests that
the division of the solar zodiac into 12 parts preced-
ed the assignment of various animals and cther obje-
ots to distinguish them. The luner zodiao consisting
of 28 nakshatras is suggested io have been obtained
in a similar way, The square conception of the
shape of the universe is considered fo be the basis of
all these divisions, Prof. Filon, in the foreword to the
book, says, "It now sppears, if Mr. Menon is right,
that these numbers originate in & mathematicsl, not
an sstronomiocal, neceassity and that they are used
to build up a geometrical framework into which the
astronomiocal phenomena were fitted. That some-of
them happened, curiously enough, to fit fairly close-
ly may well have been the ocause of supersti-
tious wonder and possibly the justification of
the well-known phrese sscribed to Pythagoras
that ‘numbers runle the Universe’.,.Much, of
couree, -remsins to be done before such a theory
could be regarded as established, but Mr. Menon
can claim to bave set up a pignpost which may
well point to the unification or at least the bet-
ter co-ordination of our knowledge of Man's earliest
attempts to form o coherent piocture of the
Universe,”

Thres appendices giving the corresponding
nameg of constellations used by various nations and a
very useful gloseary are given at the end of the book.

C. SESHACHAR,

SHORT NOTICES.
INDIAN ISLAM. By MURRAY T, TITUS. ( Oxford

University Press. ) 23em. 290p. 12/6.

* Summon thor tothe way of thy Lord with wisdom and
with kindly warning : dispute with them in the kindest
manner,”"—Quran, xvl, 126,

*¢ Say to thozse who have been given the Book and tu
the igncrant : Do you accept Islam? Then, if they accept
Islam, are they guided aright: but if they tura away,
then thy duty is only preaching : and God's eye is on His
servanta. "=Quran, lii. 20,

“ And endure what they say with patience, and depart
from them with a decorous departure.”—Quran, Lxxiii. 10.

“ Then if they turn thelr backs, still thy office is only
Plain-spoken preaching. "—Quran, xvi, 84,

*“Let there be no compulsion in religion"—Quranb, ii, 257.
THIs book, sccording to the author, is a religious
history of Islam in India. It is one of the series of
volumes published under the title of “The Religious
Quest of India,” Dr, Titus being ome of the joint
Editors of theso volumes. The first object of tte
series is “fo work in the sincere and sympathetio
spirit of science " and thereby ' to understand the

perplexingly involved developments of thought and-

life in India and dispassionately to estimate their
wvalue, ” The second is “to set each form of Indian
religion by the side of Christianity in suoh a way
that the relationship may stand out olear.”

“ Indian Islam" however does not at ali
fulfil the mecond purpose. Dr. Titus in the perface
explains the reasons for writing this book. He says,
“nowhere is there to be found any comprehensive
treatment of Indian Islam from the etandpoint of
religious history.” There is no doubt that the need
for such & work has been folt for a long time. Such
a work after a conpiderable amount of research

would certainly help politicians and people of ther
two major communitias to understand one another.
As Dr, Titus tells wus, this voiume is counfined to
“a’ digoussion of the veligious history of Islam in:
India; how it came, how it spread, how 1t divided:
and 'sub-divided, how it has been affected by its.
environment and how it has reacted to medern:
conditions ** and in ten chapters he ecovers the.
history of Islam in India from 711 to 1930. His divi~
sion of the eubject is convenient and logical and the-
five appendices and the bibliography with the glossary
of Islamie terms furnish very useful information.

I 8, HAJL

GLEANINGS. BY MANOHAR LAL ZUTSHL ( The-
Indian Press, Léd., Allahabad, ) 1933, 24om. 274p~

A RICH repast is gathered in this book from our own
land of regrets and other neo-modern countries:
for the mental eonsumption of ail in India who know
not where they are in a world pulsating with
progressive life. It is rare for a man past his middle
age to possess the courage of Mr, Zutshi’'s heterodox
conviotions so far in advance of their time as they
are not even now shared by his younger countrymen,
Nobility of outlook is mot the privilege of youch any
movre than that retrograde thinking is peculiar to the
aged. In India somehow, except for a few notable
progreesives here and there, the young and the aged
are all alike in that they love and oling to whatever
is stele and outworn. Reading the political opinione
which Mz, Zutshi entertained & quarter of a century
ago, it cannot be said that we today are any the
wiser or more heroic than he, Curiously enough, the
gocial problems of his younger days meet today not
with the opposition of ignorant * old fogies ” as then,
but with the hostility of cultured reactionaries.
Since ' then, though much superficial water of
religious ‘and social reform has flowed under the
Indian bridge, one still misses the balanced leader-
ship of Mr. Ranade, nor do we possess the olear
intelligence of Mr. Zutshi to ses that *“ we Indians,
whether Hindus or Mohamedans, are suffering from
an overdose of religiosity. Turn where we may to
matters political, social, industrial, ‘religion® bars
the way. With religion wusurping the place of
gecular factors, progress is absolutely impossible,
Secondly, we must learn the great value and that
great need of silent patient preparation. There is
too much ‘push’, too much impatience, & too hasty
expectation of result in our public life. Thirdly,
we must give up national vanity and a foolish
belief in the wisdom of our ancestors. Last, but
nok the least,  we bave to learn from Japan the
lesson of an intense, almost fanatical pairctism.
There is plenty of pseudo-patriotism just now in our
country floating like garbage in the midst of the
waves of political agitation. A wave of reaction, of
stupid and senseless reaction is sweeping over the
country and threatens to undo the little good achieved
by the help of a higher and more wride civlssation.
(in reviewer's italics,) The overthrow of authority
snd custom and the development of a sane and
healthy rationalism in their stead is the sine gua non-
of Indian progress.”™

The book contains reviews and articles of live.
significance to Indiane and in these days of mis-
guidance or absence of proper guidance, Mr, Zutshi
throws trustworthy light on the path ahead of us such
ag will suppress the tendency to become a degenerate-
and dying race and be wiped off the face of the
Earth, .

K, VERUGOPAL RAO.
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