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S LS.

THE annual session of the Servants of India
. Boolety commenced with the celebration of its 28th
anniversary on the 12th June last and cameto a
olowe on the 20th June. Two members were unabls
to attend the session owing to their absenos from In-
dia and four owing to ill-health, Among the latter
was the President of the Society, Mr. Devadhar, His
protracted illness gave rise to considerable anxiety
but we are glad to be able to say that he ia steadily
improving, We hope that he will soon be restored
to complete health. In one respect however we wera
more fortunate than usual. Mr. Sastri whom ili-
health and publjo duties had prevented from attend-
ing our mestings for several years was able to join
us this year, His partioipation in our deliberations
enhanoed their intersst and value, ' '

One of the most important items of business
whioh engaged the attention of members was the
election of the office-bearers, Mr, Dovadhar was
sleoted president and Mr, Kungru, vice-president of
the Society. Mr, P. Kodanda Rao was reappointed
Seoretary of the Society by the Council. As usual,
the more important public problems of the day, among
which may be mentioned the proposals for consti-
tutional reform and the uplift of the untouchables,

came under discussion. Amovg subjeots touching
the work and efficiency of the Society which was
placed before the memberg reference may be made
to the training of new members, which is very im-
perfoctly oarried out at present. It is hoped that
newly admitted members will in future be able to
receive in some messure that training which is so
vital o their futura development and on. whioch Mr.
Gokhale 1aid so much stress, L
The financial position of the Sooiety as disclosed
by the mccounts for 1931-32 greatly exercised our
minds last year and compelled us to reduce the allow-
ances of our members. The year that has just

' closed has ended with a small surplus but the prospe-
. cts for next year are again far from bright. We were
. therefore compelled to continue the cuts for a year and.
F to exercise caution in adding to the membership of the

Sooioty. Two probationers, -who were scleoted last

| year, will be admitted to the Society this your;but cut

of "the 36 new applicants for membership only one
person has been selected as a probationer.
* S *

World Economic Conference.

OUR criticiam of the probabla composition of the
so-called Indian delegation to the World Economio
Conference has bsen more than justified. The im-
portant points of our oriticism were two: that the

“ delegation from India are predominantly compoged

and areled by non-Indians; and that a sufficient
number of non-official Indian experts are not included.
in the list of advisers. In selecting its delegation for
the London Conforence the Government have proved
themaelves even more reactionary and anti-national
than on the ocoasion of Ottawa. After ail the prolon-
god coniroversy over the fisoal indepandence of the
Government of India from the leading strings of the
Seoretary of State it is nothing short of a deliberate
exhibition of Tory {reactionarism to put the present
Seoretary of State at the head of the Indian dele~
gation, ~ While non.officiala . like Sir C. P,
Ramaswamy Aiyer, who oould by no stretch of the
imagination ba pronounced as authorities on the
subjects of commerce, ourrency and tariffs have been
included in the delegation proper, Sir Purushottamdas
Thakurdas than whom there are fow better qualified
authorities on these topics, has been relegated to
the list of mere advisers. Both the delegation and
the list of advisers is so heavily packed with
non-Indian personnel that Sir-Purushottamdas took
the only course open for a patriotio and self-respect-
ing Indian by refusing $o serve as an adviser fo the
delegation. Mr. Rangaswamy -Aiyangar, another
eminent publiciat who was offered an advisership,
has also followed the example of Sir Purushottamdas.
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These resignations have caused a mild stir among

the official and semi-official circles. An attempt is’

being made to show that the sction of, the resigning
Indians is based on an utter misconception of the
. position of Goveriiment, We are told that the offieial
delegation to be sufficiently influential must be ex-
clusively ocomposed of responaible  members of
Government a3 is the British delegation, and that the
Government of India has gone out of its way to placate
Indian opinionby appointing two non-official Indians
to the delegation itself. It must be pointed out that
between a Government which being parliamentary is
always representative of the nation and an irrespon-
gible foreign administration there oan be no signifi-
cant parallel in this respect. Even granting the
necesgity of keeping the delegation as a substantially
official body we are at & loss to understand why Sir
Jogephi Bhore, the present Commerce Member of the
Government of Indie, could not be selected tobe a
member, and in fact the leader of the Indian delegation.
W are told in certain quarters that he could not be
spared at thisjuncture from the country. The excuseis a
bit too transparent to be taken seriously considering
that tariffs, which are Sir Joseph's department, will
loom large at London and that on similar occasions in
the past important members of the Government of
India have been selested for membership of internat.
ional conferences.

Then it is gaid that the Indian delegation has
been. ehosen from the point of view of ability
and not from that of race, We consider that every
delegation ought to be able to speak nof only for the
Government but also for the people of & couniéry if
the decisions of the World Conference are to ba of &
lasting oharacter. For this remsom, if not for the
vindieation of the national self-respect of this coun-
try, the so-oalled Indian delegation eught to be reaily
Indian in composition, Secondly, we are not prepar-
ed to admit that in the ranks of the officials and the

non-officials there ars rot enough Indians of the re-

guisite abilify to serve with oredit at a Conference
like this, Government selection of delegates and
advisers ia on the present occasion characterised by
a spirit of considered hostility to legitimafe Indian
claims and we have no hesitation in declaring that

8ir Purushottamdas and Mr. Aiyangar have rendered

a distinet servies to the nation by registering their
protest in an unmistakable fashion. '

» - *

Hunger strike in the Andamans.

A DEPUTATION under the leadership of Mr. B,V.
Jadhav recently waited upon the Home Member &o
the Governmeont of India in order to Impress upon
bim the need of gently and sympathetically handling
the situation created by the hunger strike of as many
as 50 political prisoners in the Andamans. The hur~
ried organisation of the deputation is & measure of
the extent to which public opinion is stirred by recent
events there, But the Home Member’s reply to the
deputation was far from revealing and satisfactory.
In his anxiety to put the hunger-strikers in the wrong
he went the length of insinuating that the prisoners
had hardly anything to complain of and if they had
put forward certain grievances as the immediate
oause of their deaperate action, they were got hold of
merely for the purpose of foroing fheir will on the
Government and spoiling the prison disoipline. The
Home Member howaver conveniently forgot to
specify the prisoners’ grievances, If he had done
8o, public opinion would have been able to judge
whether they afforded reasomable ground for the
hunger-strike or whother they were of the kind refer-
red to by him, He has to thask nona but himself if

his failure to do so is interpreted to the detriment of
the Government and costs them much publie support.

. Nor can we regard as convinoing his reasons for
refusing to publish the names of the strikers. Their
publication may, as he pointed out, secure advertise-
ment to the strike, But should this really be allow-
ad to bg the determining facfot ¥ The Government's
first concern should be how to end this ugly situation
and not how to prevent its being advertised. If the
names are given out to the public and not merely to
the relatives of the strikers as proposed by the Home

- Member, it may enable others besides the prisoners’

relatives having any influence with them to induce
them to giveup the strike. It is surely the heightof
unwisdom to allow considerations of prestige to pre-
vail over those of humanity in such a serions matter.

To the deputationists’ request for a public in-
quiry into the circumstances of the strike the Home
Member seems to have turned a blind eye and there
appears to be nothing in hia reply which would hold
out any hope of such an investigation being set on
foot in the near future, which is very deplorable. In
the meanwhile an officer of the I. M. S, who has con-
siderable experience in dealing with hunger-strikes
has been deputed to the Andamans, &s, according to
the Government, there is no prospsct of the strike
coming to an end quickly, Which virtually means
that the Government would rather see the strikers
starve themselves to death than accede to their de-
mands about whose nattre the public is so far 1argely
in the-dark.

* ® *

Castigation for Lord Lloyd.

LoRD LLOYD recently wade the astounding
statement that “there is mo municipality in Indias
which has not crashed into bankruptcy again and
again.” Aftér characteriging the statement as
“demonstrably untrme” the. Statesman passes the
following criticism on it :

“Were it true it would be a serious reflection
on the provincial Governments concerned, for
they have reserve powers which it is their duty
to exercise before any such catastrophe takes
place. That the statement should have been made
at all is deplorable. It indicates a recklessness
‘of temper which bodes ill. India iz now the sport
of party passion in England, and once party
passion is aroused Truth is plunged back to the
bottom of her well, lLord Lloyd has got a thesis,
namely that “respomsible self-government cem
never succeed .in Eastern countries,”” and to sup-
port this agsertion he makes reckless statements
with complete indifference to any financial in-
jury he may do to the oredit of municipalities -
and to the holders of their loan stock. He. and
Mer. Churchill are providing the sfrongest argu-
ment for removing India from the control of the
British Parliament, atid ending the possibility of
it being at the mercy of the now enormous elec-
torate, whiok has no real interest in it but is pre-
pared to believa any firebrand, either a Churchill
or a Maxton, who tells it that only the English
oan govern the uncivilised natives or alterna-
tively that the English officials are blood-suckers
and blackmailers  battening on & nation in.
bondage, There is nothing in Lord Lloyd's;
oareer to justify his certainty that he and he

© alone te right about Eastern peoples. ... He would *
. do well to refloct that local self-government in’
Eungland is nothing to write out from _Homo’.
about, and that borongh -conncil finance is nok;
entirely above reproach.” ,

'i' *® * g
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Education in the Punjab. o '

THE Report of the Punjab University Inquiry
Committee published duxing the laat few days recom-
mends changes of a far-reaching character affecting
education in that provinca, The more important of
the recommendations are:—(1) The donstitution of a
peparate board of higher secondary education for

eontrolling education imparted through the existing |

Intermediate and the Matrioulation Classes and .its

removal from the oontrol of the University, the | : :
" orders of the Working President of the Congress, The

- original suspension has not evoked a response frpm

Chairman and Secretary of this board being appoint-
ed by Government. (2) The creation of a University
board of affiliated Colleges to advise the Academic
Council on all matters affecting the welfars of such
Colleges and to advise the Syndicate in respsct of ap-
plications for affiliation. (3) The introduction -of
communal representation in the comstitution of the
Benate. (4) The extension of the secondary ocourse in
vernacular schools by one year and -the shortenin

of that in Anglo-vernacular schools by oune year. (5

Improvement in ths teaching of the vernaculars and
making them the media of instruction of the higher
secondary courses instead of English, {6) An increase

in numbers and the quality of the industrial and

oraft schools. (?) The appointment of a full-time
galaried Vice-Chancellor of the University ; and (8)
The oreation of a separate Training College for
women teachersa. Two members of the Inquiry Com-

mittes sppend separate notes recommending a further

extension of the principle of communsl representa-
tion, It is feared that some of the recommendations of
the Committes, if given effect to, will result in the in-
troduction of the poison of communalism in the con-
stitntion of the University whioh was hitherto free
from it, and that instead of meking the University a
purely aocademic body and fres from Government
‘oontrol, they will increase opportunities for Govern-
ment interventio:t in the afairs of tt:e University.

Famine in Panch Mahals,

BEBILS of Gujarat and Centrsl India are a very
large community of primitives who have left off their
old predatory habits and settled - down'$o agrioultural
pursuits in very recent times, Previous to the Rajput
domination they wera rulers of large areas in the
country, and some of them are rulers of small arcas
even to this date. Ousted from their superior posi.
tion, large numbers of them are reduced to a position
of serfdom and of agricultural labourers. Ground
down by exacting forest laws, usurious money-
lenders and an unsympathetic community and state,
they are dragging on. their existence year in and
year out on the verge of starvation. When, in ad-
dition to this, an unmerciful fate confronts them
with inadequate rainfall, their condition becomes
miserable beyond desoription, = -

Lurge tracts of British Indis and Indian States,-

peopled exclusively by Bhils, Bhillalas end similar
other tribes, are now in the grip of a famine on
aocount of irregular mongoons of last year. Govern-
ment which in former times kad a soft corner in $heir
heart for such neglacted classes seem now to have

grown less sympathetio towards them, Local bodies, -

local assooiations and oven the Mabajans of some
towns are sixiving, with their very limited resources,
to provide employment for thousands of men and
women, whose wants are inoredibly simple. Cases
however of selling their bodies for a fow pounds of
maize have been brought to light,. We wish to draw
the attention of the Government .and the publio to the
desperate straits to which the Bhils of Eastern Panch.
Mahals, South Rajputana and Malwa States and of the
Central India States have been reduced owing to these
famine conditions. We hope that they will not wait
for disributing velief on a 1liberal moale until the
ajtaation takes an ugly turn, :

- Auticles.
THE DUTY OF THE CONGRESS.
{\IVIL disobedience has been under suspension for

three weeks and the period of suspehsiqn’fhaja,
now bpen extended by a similar period under

Government in the shape of releasing political pri-
soners and the extension of it is not likely to have
that result, Apparently Government do not think
much of the suspension ; probably, according to them,
it was due only to a desire on the part of the Con-~
gress ieaders to enable Mahatma Gandhi to earry out
his fast, undertaken by him with an object wholly
unconnected with politios, in an atmosphere of pesce
and freedom from anxiety; that it did not betoken a
change of attitude towards the authorities ; and that
unless some indication was given expressly in fhis
behalf & brief respite, -formally amnnounced, from ‘a.
movement which had practioally died ouk, did naot
call for a ohange in the official policy towards the-
Congress, If civil disobedienca was in abeyance for
three 'months, repressive measures to ba taken
to oops with it would also be in -abéyance - for
that period without any change in Government's
policy. This was a gesture enough on Government’s
part ; what more was needed ? Sir Harry Haig ‘and
his colleagues are probably thinking of the situstion

| in this way and are waiting to see ' what'lead
| Mahatma Gandhi will give to the Congress. If he-

will eall off oivil disobedience or offer thak advice to-
those who ¢an do so, then probably Government will
release political prisoners and even give the Congress:
an opportunity to take a hand in constitutional dis.
cussions, But they will not take this step unless
there are clear signs that civil disobedisnoe will not
be renewed even when Congress workors are all free,

1t this be the policy of Government it is mani-
fost that they are not willing to take any risks or do
anything which will make it easy for the Congress
to retrace its steps. Government, it is true, do
not want a formal undertaking from the Congress
to abapdon the movement. It would bs emough if
they were convinoed in other ways that the move.
wment weuld not be revived. But the sort of procf that
they want is such that the Congress: oannot give it
without losing “fase.” It must declare for its own rea-
sons its-intention to abjure the method which it had
besn pursuing. Only then will Government gracious-
ly offoct  a gaol delivery and put away all its newly
forged weapons of ocoeroion, Is this the part of
statesmanship ?° - Should net peaas -be mought by a
mighty Government without claiming victory ? Is -
it not enough that leader after leader frem- the . Con-
grens eamp comes out of gaol and gives himself up to
non-politioal work withoutthrowing himself into civil
disobedionce as he -was - pledged to do by the Work-
ing Committee’s - vesolution which initiated the move-
ment? Can there be a more eloguent proof ef the .
Congress desiring ‘to subside -unobtrusively into a
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non-militant and passive attitude? And even if this
evidence belied the intentions of the Congress, would
it really be difficult for Government to apply again
all the repressive measures that they did at the begin-
ning of 1ast year ¢ Would not this be the best means
of putting the Congress in the wrong and detaching
from it all the popular sympathy it commanda? But
Government will not take this path so obviously
dictated by the needs of stafesmanship, On the con-
trary, they will stand on prestige and demand com-
plete surrender from their opponents,

This policy of Grovernment stands condemned.
But what next? How is the present deadiock to be
broken? Will the Congress allow itself o be forced
baok into civil disobdience merely because, from a
foolish desire to humiliate it, Government ingists
upon what is capable of being interpreted as an ad-
mission of defeat ? 18 not fhe Congress big enough
to do what it honestly regards as its duty without
minding any cheap sneers that may be hurled at it ?
There is hardly any other institution in the country
which can afford, of its own aceord, to close down its
anti-governmental activities without coming under
the suspicion of faint-heartedness and pusillanimity,
But whatever else it may or may not have done, the
Congrees has established its reputation for its readi-
nese to face repression and undergo pufferings firmly

enough to take any step it may deem desirable with-

out making itself liable to any such imputation. It is
often a malicious design of officials to provoke
politicians into viclence so that they may fresly use
coercion thereafter. Such a situation demands from
popular leaders & cool courage which will refuse to
bs jockeyed into violemce. The Congress leaders
have had many occasions in the past to show them-
selves. possessed of this rare virtue. The present
situation is & similar one. The Congress must not
be deterred by any orowing over that Govermment

may indulge in from putting a stop to civil dis-

obedience. It takes supreme courage to do this,
but we believe that Congress leaders ére not un-
equal to it. All the greater will be the glory of
the Congress because of the seeming humiliation in.
volved in it.

And who can doubt that nothing less than a
complete stoppage of the movement is now required
in the country's intereats? - The movement was
started in 1931 for a limited purpose, vig, to serve
88 8 means of counteraoting the Government's ordi-
nances which were thought to be wholly devoid of
justifioation. The ordinances which were then in
force have now expired, The laws that have taken
their place stand, oconstitutionally epeaking, on &
different fooling, however similar be their content.
There can be no point, therefore, in keeping the
movement of civil disobedience alive in form, unless
the object with which it was originally started is
now extended, It is gometimes stated that the move-
ment was organised with no less an aim than that of
winning Swaraj. For such a statement there is no
justifioation whatever. Whether Mahatma Gandhi
_oame back from England with a favourable or un.

favourable opinion of the results of the second Round -

Table Conference in whioh he took pazt, there ix
no question that he did not embark upon civil dis-
obedience from a sense of faflure of the Conference,
Mahatma Gandhi's writings at the time furnish testi-
mony fo this fact, Then would it be right now to
extend the original object of the movement and
keep it up till swaraj is attained ? When Gandhiiji
returned from London, he evidently had still retain-
ed faith in the vonference method. If Government
bad issued no ordinances in the meanwhile for
reagons unconneoted with constitutional reform, he
would not have thought of resorting to civil disobe-
dience fo get the kind of reform he wanted; he would
still have persisted in the conference method. There
is nothing in all that happened then which points
in the contrary direction. Ordinances now being out
ofthe way, would it be at all desirable for the Congress
to divert the civil disobedience movement from its
original purpose and spply it for the achievement
of Swaraj which it had sought to reach by other
means? Nor is it at all necessary to do so, The con-
ference method is still in operation, and the Congress
can still bring its contribution to the discussions
that are going forward., Perhaps even now it will
be able to lift these discussions out of the doid-
rums into which, we are afraid, they will
rapidly sink, Most people have grown despondent
about the future of the reforms. May it not be that
the Congress will be able to infuse life into the
discussions and lead them into fruitful channels?
Anyhow we feel that it ixin that direction that the
Congresa ghould now turn its energies, and the first
step towards it is to bring the civil disobedience
movement formally to a termination, ‘

WHEN WILL THE FOUR-POWER PACT BE
SIGNED ?

T has often been said that each country must choose

. between & policy of isolation and that of colla-
boration. As.a matter of fact, the attitude of
each country is never the result of a choice, but of =
compromise betweon these $wo prineciples, and the fact
that they very often lead in practice to antagonistic
conclusions, explains to & large extent the chaos of
our present times and the difficulty to replace it by
order. Decisions regarding its foreign policy are
rendered more and more difficult to government now-
a-days; the econemioc depression, the state of affairs
in Germany, the unocertainty of .the monetary si-
tuation in other countries, among other factors, have
sharpened the divergencies in public opinion, even

-inside each nation.

International agi-eement has never appearsd so
neceseary, and yet so impossible to realise. The
paradox does not lie so much in the words as in the’
facts themselves, It is more and more clearly felt
by all those who are aware of the present state of
things in the world that solutions to the political as
well as to the economio problems, cannot be found
outside international co-operation. Yet almost all
countries show symptoms of repression im this res-
peok. Tendencies to exolusive and exasperated
national concentration, or to a selfish and one-sided



JUNE 23, 1933.}

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

231

monaisry policy, have aroused everywhere & super-
sengitive national consciousness, snd the belief in
the nacessity of aconomio self-sufficienoy ( at least
as far ag it is realisable ), together with all the
morsl and practioal consequencea of such attitudes.
And, of course, manifestations of that kind in one
oountry tend to engender compensatory reactions in
the others especially when they are excessive and
sensational, and all the more when they are near
neighbours. In that respeet, it is remarkable that
Prench opinion has on the whole romained so res-
sonable in the face of the rapid and menacing develop-
ment of Hitlerism, i

One of the most hopeful points on the political
horison of late has hesn the prospect of the Four-
Powaor Pact. Up to quite recently the papers said that
ik was on the point of being coneluded : now the news
in that the signaturs of the Paoct may be delayed for
some time yet. It in to be hoped that the necessary
sgreement. can soon he realised as it would no doubt

- anable the economio conference to open its delibera-
tions in a8 more hopeful atmosphere,

The obstacies to the signatures are not clearly
mentioned by the press. They are said to be mersly
formal, but supposed to be yeally of a more serious
and fundamental charseter, ‘What has been, on the
wholg, the attitude of France towards the scheme of
a Four-Powey Pact? In its initial form, it is fair to
acknrowledge that it has not been greeted by unreserv-
ed approbation in all circles. If part of the Press
have from the very firat given it enthusiastic support
ariticism has been drastia both on the extreme right,
for nationslist reasous, amd on the extreme left
because of the distrust Inspired by the Hitler regime,
and, in a lesser measure, by the Ttalian Government.

Thue we xvead in Le Peuple :

**We ahall make some reserven, and will fesl compelled
to malntain them, until the text ia known, untilit is
pomsible €0 know how far the agreement really goes, and

in what manner it ¢an be conellisted with the League of
Naticns Paok." '
Many papers of the right, like, for instance, Le
Tempa, pui forward the. question of Poland and warn
agninat the possible reaction of that country, Others
invoke the Little Entente.
La Libercle also fears that Belgium, as well
28 Poland, will feel frustrafed.
‘"Even if their Governments agree, it sha!l only be
" thrqugh shear resignation and it will shange nothing to
the real feelicg of the people in these countries. They
‘will surn away from France, as from a gountry which ocan
0o further be relied upon, and. look towards Rome and
Betlin from whom thay will have henoeforth everything
%0 expect. The Four-Power Paat has baen devised by Me,
Mussolinl and Mr. MaocDonald, only beoause we had a
majority in Geneva, thanka to the amall nations, We are
on the point of giving up this majority.”

Whila L’Action Francaiss views the Pack as
a defeat for the Demoorats (it is a royalist paper),
La Volonts- considers it & suocesa “What! Italy
sad Germany, the two ‘revisionist' statea engage
themselves for torr years in- favour of peace such as
it has been established in, Versailles, Trianon and
Baink Germain... and we should be. discontented?
Great Britain gives her guarantes to thia contract, and
we ahould say: ‘beware!' Alk right, the: pessi:

mists will say, but wait till the ter years have elaps-
ed.... Aftor ten years ¥ Is it not already an appre-
ciable gain to be able to maintain the treatics with-
out any more diffieulty or expense for that lapse of
time? One oould hardly hope for mere. The truth
is that M. Dsladier and M. Paul Boncour hava
realised an unexpected diplamatio success and their
opponents cannot forgive them forit™ =~

Kzcelsior uses more measured language to prove
that the essentisl aim of the Four-Power Pact is
psychologioal : o

*“The point ia to appsase the international atmosphera

befora the International Economio Confetence meets in
London, The progremme will be heavy enough withous
loading 1t with additional misunderstandings betweesn
Paris, Berlin and Rome, Germany will have many de-
mands to formulate in London gongerning the lowering of
tariffa, monetary aasistance, eto, . ,. Her intersat is there-
fore to show conciliatory dispositions as regards the
Four-Power Pact, which after all does not engage her any
further than the common obligations agreed upon by alk
the membars of the League of Nations, This ig enough
to explain the aoseptance of thée German ambassador
in Rome." ‘ .

Papera indieating thak the signature of the
Four-Power Paot iz Joft in suspense for the pre-
sent, mentioned a few possible alternative schenes;
either slightly modified, or complimentary. Thesa
are of course mere speculations. Nevertheless, two
general trends are worthy of notice: (a) The pre«
ocoupations regarding the Polish Question and the
small nations. (b) The growing desire for a Franco-
Italian sgreentent in responsibles . circles and the
impression: that Italian opinion is wmwch more amen-
abls to the idea than it was some time ago.

About the first point, it is signifieant to note
that Fe Zemps hrs devoted sn article to a
schome for 8 Seven-Power Pact which has bean ela-
borated st the Iast conference of the Little Entente.
This pact would be based on the situation of Poland
between the Litile Entente on the one hand, and the
threa Baltio States on the other. Tha subject dessrva.
careful study snd very tactful desling from the
French. It is natural that the small countries should’
not wish to be left out of any Furopsan scheme, even
apart from any personal interest. Owing to her liberal.
traditions, Franes eught to favour any arrangements.
whers oouniries, who arve inferior in size, should
mevertheless be the judicial equals of the othera before
a common law. .

L. MORIN.

Onr London Letter,

(BY AR MALL.)
{ From Our Corraspondent. )
Lonpow, Juna 9,
“BRITISE INDrA I8 OURS,"™

ORD ROTHERMERE ssems to imagine that be-
cause he ia tha principal proprietor of a string
of popular newspapers, including the Daly _ﬂ:l.'ait

and the Evening News he is entitled to form British
opinion on Indian effairs., He has a colleague
named Lord Beaverbreok who claims to be, through
the eolumns of the Daily Express and the Evening
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Standard sn Empire-builder. Lord Rothermere does
not go so far as this. He is apparently content to
have himself desoribed as an Empire-holder. ‘He
belongs to the gallant band of those whoss slogan
runs “what I have I hold”. It is a watchword of all
who depend upon vested interest and are energetio in
its defence. Lord Rothermere is quite -certain that
“British India is ours”,
at the very beginning of a special article appearing
in to-day's Daily Mad., He appeals to young Britain
to fight manfully to retain the preserves in India
won for them by generations of valiant anecestors,
HEa does not beat about the bush, for excellent
reazons, To him it seems an anschroniam that In-
dians should want to sell to their own country-
men cotton goods of Indian manufacture. Do not
Portugsl and Belgium, whose administration of
their Coloniasl posssssions has mnot been above
criticiem for many years past, insist upon their
Colonial subjects buying ootton goods of Porbu-
gucse or Belgian manufacture? It happens that
most of these colonists are African Negroes,
and that for the present they show no signs of
industrial organisation of their own. Indesd their
great value to their overlords is that they are hard-
working producers of tropical products for consump-
tion in tomperate countries, It does not oceur fo
Lord Rothermere and the people who think with him,
that India is quite a different kind of country from
Tropical Africa, and that Indians were engaged in
the weaving of fine cotton goods for centuries before
Lancashire knew anything about the art, But what
do such things as this matter to our Imperialists, old
and young? The following paragraph is really
most precious and should be very carefully consi-
dered:

“Britain is the most dangeronsly overpopulated country
in the world, This overpopulation would not have heen
possible except for our association with India and our
other Eantern possessions. They brought great wealth
4o us to the extent, 8o it ja computed, of mote than one-
fifth of our national ingome and wealth, When we lose
them a crisis of almost unparalleled gravity will ocour
and the young men aud women of the conntry will know
that all that lies ahead for them is a life of Searching and
immeasurable poverty.”

The deduction is therefore drawn, though it is
not explicitly stated, that an end should be put to all
this talk of political reform, and the British people
should resume, with the necessary firmness of pur-
pose and strength of hand, the government of India.
It should not be allowed to fall into the hands of the
disreputable Indian politicians and agitators (who
have contributed nothing to the creation of modern
Indis, which,-on the contrary, is “entirely the cres-
tion of British enterprise” } and of greedy Indian in-
dustrialists, in whom the immense agficultural popu-
lation of India have no confidence and from whom
only the worst is to be expected, As for the present
Government, it is being obsessed by the insensate
demands of the Indian politicians and industrialists,
whilst the European community in India is intimi-
dated by threats of violence and otherwise into sup-
port of the White Paper proposals. ‘['wo things alone
it is perhaps permitted to eay ; one is that the Lanca.
shire cotton industry is hardly likely to be encourag-
ed and stimulated by sarguments of this kind; the
other is that hardly any of the Indian politicians and
industrialists has a good word to say for the White
Paper proposale as they are.

INDIA IN THE BYE-ELECTIONS,

Foeling himuelf reasonably sure of election to
Parliament for the Hitohin oconstituenoy, Sir
Arnold Wilson has been prompted, in one of his laat
gpeeches to the looal eleotors, under the Chairman-

He says so with emphasis .

ship of Liord Salisbury, to say “IThose who like myself
oppose the Government { White Paper) proposals in
their present form are more careful of the honour of
this country than of the interests of the people of
India than thoss who seck to impose on them, at the
Centre and in the Provinoes simultaneousiy, a
system that is foreign to Indian tradition and oppos-
ed to all experience elsewhere, To the proposals in
their present shapa I am quite definitely opposed.”
Lord Salisbury, somewhat surprisingly, had rather
airily waved aside the pledges and obligations and
undertakings of honour made to Indis on the ground
that nothing should be aliowed fo stand in the way
of India's true welfare, of which the B:ritish people
are the only and final judges, a dangerous dooctrine
that is flatly contradicted in an important special
artiole in the Observer on Sunday from the eloquent
pen of Mr. J, L, Garvin, and in an editorial appear-
ing in yesterday’s Times of the very highest signifi-
cance, Sir Arnold Wilson's mature expression of
opinion has naturally won the high encomiums of
the Evening News, which clamours for a large in-
crease in the number of Sir Arnolds in the Housa
( hiselection for the Hitchin division by a reduocad
majority has just been announced), and for less of
‘l'ob.edient Whip fodder”. It eounds almost Hit-
erian.

On the other hand, the Daily Mail, turning to
the Altrinsham bye-election, allows Liard Rothermere
to describe Sir Edward Grigg as * the candidate of
apostate conservatism,” and to proceed as follows:
* Bludgeoned by young Randolph Churchill, he
found at the eleventh hour that he is not in favour
of handing Indian police over to the native politician,
A vote for Sir Edward Grigg id a vote for the ruin
of Lancashire and the loss of India” * The native
politician ”* will have noted with amusement what
Lord Rothermere in his excitement has omittad to
observe, namely, that the only alternatives to the
Altrincham elector would be to vote either for the
Libersal or for the Labour candidate, and how would
that benefit the cause that Lord Rothermere has so
dearly at heart? He is really far safer with Sir
Edward Grigg than with either of his rival can-
iddates,

A SIGNIFICANT TELEGRAM.

It would be difficult, if not indeed impossible,
for the Cabinet to fail to tuke into consideration this
important question in view of the telegram addressed
to the Prime Minister and to the Viceroy, among
others, and of which a copy has bsen received by at
least one prominent member of the British Indian
delogation, urging on behalf of Dr. Tagore and some
geventy co-signatories of the highest distiqction and
eminenoe in publie life, inoluding non-politicians no
less than politicians, and men and women prominent
in the political, social, economio, and moral life
of the country, the release of political prisoners nok
aonvicted of acts of violence, the removal from
the Statuts Book of the special legislation, and
the provision of facilities to enable the Congress, if it
g0 chooses, to participate in tha present phase of con-
stitution-making, in order to establish the requisite
atmosphere in which an adequate scheme of reforms
can be effectively worked.

It is hardly to be believed that of the daily Press
only the Morning Post and the Daily Herald ( extr-
emes for once have met ), in eaoh case publishing
only three or four names of signatories, referred to
the telegram at all. Reuter appears to have neglected
it, and even the T¥mes correspondent ignored it, One
would suppose that an attempt to esl:a.l_)lish a cong-
piracy of silence had been made in official quarters
st Simla, though doubtless this would be denied.
Doubtless other prominent men and women in Indis
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would have been prepared and willing to sign the
appeal had it been confined sirictly to the question of
“the release of political prisoners, and for many rea-
gons it is & pity that the signatories did not confine
themselves to that one single feature as the inclusion
of other matters that are rather more controversial
may make it more difficuls for friendly collaborators
berg to pool their resources., The Speciator and the
New Statesman to-day, in general terms, support the
appeal for the relemse of political prisomers. The
Indian Conciliastion Group is giving wide circulation
to the full text of the appeal, together with a comp-
lets list of the signatories and their general descrip-
tion, in order to indicate their widely varied charac-
ter, standing, and experisnce, . _

It cught, however, to be borne in mind that
very little is likely to be done by the Cabinet, at the
present: moment, even if otherwise well disposed to
respond to the appesl for the liberation of prisoners,
until after the great domestio battle within the Tory
Pdrty on the India question ia fought out on the 28th
instant. T is believed, notwithstanding the ranting
and the rampaging of the right-wing Tory Press and
“its followers and supporters, that Mr, Baldwin will be
able to retain control of the meeting and obtsin its
general support for the policy and procedure already
-outlined. If is very likely, however, that a favoun-
rable decision will bs obtained, not eo much on the
merits of the policy, or the constitutional proposals
that may emerge from the present examination, ag
upon a strong unwillingness to wealken the National
Covernment at a period of orisis, Whilst the ques-
tion is undecided the utmost that could be expeocted
of the Cabinet is a privete recommendation
to the Gavernment of India not to queer the pitoh, as
-they have done on more than one previous ocoaaion,
by precipitate action. Whather, after the end of the
month, the Cnbinet would bs willing to take a

-strong stand in the matter, will to & large extent
depend upon the events of the next three weeks and
the news from India,  Much, too, will depend upon
the line taken by the Congress leaders when they mest
together shortly to determine upon their future course
of gotion_m regard to oivil disobedienca in congule
tation with Mr. Gandhi. In the meanwhile, Sir
Tej Bahadur .Sapru has addressed a characteristio
letter to the Munchester Guardian urging with strong
conviction both the releaso of prisoners and the pro-
vision of facilities for the Congress, if they so desire
to participate in the Select Committe scheme, whick
is to be resumed next Tueaday.

REACTION RAISES ITS HEAD.

. Ther_e is no doubt whatever that an inoreasingly
serious situation is developing within the Conserva.
tive Party, The rebsls are taking heart of Qrace,
and they are omusing considerable anxiety to the
Par(_:y leadera. Atthe two bye-eleotions now pending,
Ind;a has bgen put right in the forefront and thers was
until last nightthe chanoe that Mr, Randolph Chure-
hill, theson and heir of the celebrated father, would
stand a8 an Independent Conservative candidate in
oppoeition to Sir Edward Grigg, at Altrinoham, As
a matter of faot it is doubtful whother a Churekill
csndidature in a Lancashire oonstituency would be
weloome, notwithstanding the recent campaign in
which Churehill Senior and his colleague and com-
panion Lord Lloyd engaged recently at Manchest-
ar baat_mg the patriotic drum with great fervour and
appealing to the cupidity, if not to the statestanship,
of Laneashire cotton manufacturers. Navertheless
the attack made by the Tory rebles has been of such
a oharaut‘ar that they have obliged Sir Edward Grigg,
the official candidate of the Party, to wobble on
India, and to declare that he is not in favour of hand-
ing over the administration of polioe in the Provinoes
4o Indian Ministers, Ia this he will have great dif-

ficulty in reconciling himself to the express recom-
mendations containedin the Report of fhe Statutory:
Commission. So far as Sir Arnold Wilson at Hitohim
is oconcerned, he still holds himsslf free to vota
against his Party Leadsr on the question of India
should he be returned to Parliament, -

Inreply to the new organisation recently esba—
blished by Sir John Thompson, Mr. Edward Villiers,
and some colleagues, with the object of fighting
the Tory rebels in support of the White Papery
it is announced to-dey that the India Deofence
Lieague has been formed by the reactionaries,:
with the support of a large number of old friends "
like Visoount Sumner, Lord Lloyd, Mr. Win-
ston Churchill and Sir Henry Psge-Croft, with
their henchman Sir Michael O'Dwyer, and with the
addition of Vigcount Fitz-Allen, Earl Howe, Lord &
Carson, the Duake of Wastminster, Lord Awmpthill, ™
Lord Banbury, Lord Halsbury, Lord Kenmare, Lord
Lawrence, Lord Melohett, and several Mermbers of
Parlisment including Viscount Wolmer, the heir to
the Selbourne Earldom, They are opposed to “ the
surrender poliey ™ in India, and they state in a
meanifesto: “ The establishment of so-called damo-
oratio institutions in the Provinoes at the same tima
as respousible goverament is set up at tha centre
would, whatever the “safeguards’ in ths existing
state of Indian sooiety, hazard the lives, the liberties,-
and the fortunes of 350,000,000 of our fellow-subjecta.

“ In partioular the transference of the judiciary .
and the police is a step fraught with grave danger tor
sll conoerned. No representative body of Indians.
acoepts or can undertake to work such a constitution. '

“To imperil the peaca of India, to jeopardise the
vast trade that has brought so much benefit and
employment to both communities, to strike at the
main and central strength of the British Empire by
such an experiment would bs, in our judgment, a
fatal dereliction of duty.”

MR. BALDWIN STANDS FIRM.

It iz thus clear that the forces of reaction are
organising themselves with much thoroughness and
ample funds behind them, How far they are likely to
be able to attract greater Parliamentary strength to
themsslves than they now possess is a matter of
anxious specuintion. I was talking this week witha.
vory prominent political personage, who is fairly
closely in touch with the situation in Parliameant,.
and who held the view that, notwithslanding this
noisy beating of drums and the dressing up of the.
same old opponents in new uniforms, the maximum
vote against the official proposals in the House, if
they were baoked substantially, as was very probable
by the Joint SBelect Committes, would probably nok,
exceed one hundred, whilst the fact that an owver-,
whelming Tory vote was cast in & preponderantly
Tory House, upon the reccmmendations of & . Govern-,
ment, whieh, though nominally National, wasstrong-
ly Conservative in its ocomplexion, would ba the.
strongest posaibie inducemsent to the House of Lords.
to pass the India Bill. 1

Novertheleus, in order to achieve this result, or
anything like it, the Government will have to make
a spacia] effort, This morning’s papers intimate that
Mr. Baldwin, at the meeting of the Caniral Couneil-
of Conservative Associations to be beld in London on
the 28th June, has notified his intention of addreas-
ing the mambers on the Government's Indis polioy,
end that he will there answer the challenge to his
lesdership, It is & courageous but a very necessary
stand for Mr. Baldwin to take, Not very long ago, i
will be rememberad, it was at & meeting of this very
body that Mr. Winston Churchill delivered his senas~
tional attack mpon the Government, who were saved, -
on & resclution eondemning its India polioy, by
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twenty-four votes out of three hundred and fifty-four
cart, Mr. Baldwin's task will therefore be of no little
difficulty, and if be should be defeated he may well
vesign his leadership of the Party into other hands.
Tt would slso compel the Cabinet to reconsider its
policy and the effeet upon the Tory members of the
Joins Parliamentary Committee would ocertainly be
very great. During the coming manth, tberefore,
there will be mueh coming and going at Pazty Head-
quarters, mueh intrigne behind $he scenes, andstill
fnmm verbal fireworks in the Press and opthe plat-
Qrm.
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( BY AIR MAIL.)

{ From Our Correspondent. )
Panrs,

FOREIGN POLIOY.

HE debate on. Foreign Policy which began in
Parlipment hera several weaks ago, has been
concluded jyesterday night by a vote relative to

the World-Counference and the FourPower Pact.
M. Duladier secured the confidence of the Chamhbre
by 406 vofea sagainst 185.

This means thatthe republican majority trusts
the present Government to conduct the delicste
negotistions in London with the necessary tact and
wisdons. The vote aleo indicates that since suthori-
sation has been given to sign the Pact in Rome the
latter has every chance to be subsequently ratified
by Parlisment.

The fact that the principle of the Pact has thus
been mcceptgd cannat but have favourable inter-
national repercussions. * It is unquestionable, ” says
La "Republique,  that the approval of the Pact is
Iikely to change the international *climate’ just on
the eve of the London Conference”” France will
bave an important part to play in ite deliberations,
particularly as regsrds monetary questions end the
pl:oﬁl,em of commeroial exchanges. The country bas
entrusted M. Daladier with its confidence; now it
yests with him to honour it and to justify the hopes
of so many of our people especially those of the
wrorking class who are suffering so cruelly from the
Dresent chaos. -

The disoussions in Parliament bad started about
the London Conference.
officisl French ocircles did not seem to attach a very
great importance to the subjeot. Neither was publio
opinion reslly stirred. This peema somewhat sur-
prising owing to the extreme importance of the
questions to be discussed in London, and to the grow-
ing und urgent mecessity cf an international sgree-
ment on those pointe. It is no use denying thaé
peopla Bave grown more and more weary and scepti-
cal regarding international conferences; these are
oousidered as so many * Babel Towers,” where people
talk a great deal but oannot manage to undersiand
one.ancther and pretend to do some work, byt all to
nopurpose. This attitude is no doubt regrettable, but—
upfortunaiely—not wholly unjustified. In almoat
any.cirele, whatever its politioal tendencies may be,
if international conferences or institutions are men-
tiongd, faces Jight up with a smile, in which one can
read irony and contempt, mixed with disappointment
and bitternesa. All along these last years, a great
dgal of confident hope has gradually been destroyed,
and- international concerns have slowly won the

June 10, l

But it was evident that:

reputation of being ms powerless as they are preten~
tious, 8ll the whila cocting a good deal of money ton
many candid and over.confident people. However
false and deplorable it may be, this point of view is-
getting tco widely prevelent to remain bliesfully
ignored by the very people who could help to change
it. Needless to say, a change can only be brought.
about by obfaining more substantial results in the-
international fisld,

It is very noticeable that publie opinion, which
remains indifferent to international talks, is very
promps to yeact as soon as facts come into play, Thus
the Four-Power Paot has given rise to much lively
comment in the Press and to passionate discussions.
in Parliament. Opinion is sherply divided as regerds
the Rome agreement, but all parties sre alive to its.
vital importance, Let us hope that M, Daladier wilf
justify his own saying that France must have a
“positive and constructive " policy.

DIBARMAMENT.

The special commission on disarmament haes
adjourned 4ill the 3rd of July, both to allow con--
centration om the opening of the London conference,
and to enabiq the Bureau to prepare s new tex: for-
the second remading of the British Plan. The first
reading has reveasled more divergencies than points.
of agreement. Aftar the initial enthusiasm which
greeted the Norman Davis propossls, the same old
difficulties ayose again,

France is ready to reduce her armaments, parti-
cularly the “heavy material,” but not unless some
counter-part is granted, America is doing what she.
can, if the present state of public opinion in thag
couniry is duly taken into socount; yet her assurances
are too vague for France to dispense with the necessity-
of seeking for complementary guarantees in Europe.
England however will hear nothing of those guaran-.
tees. Bhe argues aboutthe definition of the aggressor,.
and she refuses to take up any nhew engagements as
regards mutual assistance, Italy and Germany seem
to agree with England on that point and they are
also opposed to all the measures of control without
which any theoretical disarmament iz likely to be a
mere delusive appearance,

These divergenciea have not yel oreated a dead--
lack, beoause no definitive decisions have been reach-
ed up to now, but when the time actually comes when
each nation wiil have to take precise responsibilities -
and expresa them by a vote, the disarmament confe--
renoq might come very near failure again.

It in with 8 view of easing the situation in that
respect that oconversations on disarmament have
been organised these days in Paris between represen-
tatives of the British, French and. United States
Governments, especially—it is believed here~at the
inetigation of Mr. Norman Davis, “These restricted
conferences,” seys Paris-Midi;, “have rarely been
favourable to our country. Yet, this time, if we are
to judge by the very brief declarations of the inte-
rested parties, M, Daladier and M. Paul-Bonecour
have remained firm.” *“Our government has got a
programwme and a doctrine,” declared M. Daladier. Let
us bope that France will uphold this programme and
this dootrine in the future negotintions which sre
bound to take place in London. side by side with the
Eoonomio Conference. If the Four-Power Pact brings
an important contribution to European understanding
it- can in no way replace security, and until the
latter has been provided for, no furiher concessions-

can be justified,
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Reviews,
GANDHI VERSUS THE EMPIRE.

-GANDHI VERSUS THE EMPIRE. By HARIDAS
T. MuzZuMDAR, { Universal Publishing Co.,
Neow York.) 1932. 24cm. 452p. $3.50.

MAHATMAJI'S wonderful performance at ‘Parnakuti’
has again shown to a sceptical world the supremaoy
of the spiritusl over material strength. The battle
is, in a sense, as old as the world. But India today
is the scene of a particularly keem and poeignant
confliot between the two forces and the real miracle
.of Mahatmaji's 1ife, the grestest miracle of history,
will be achjeved only when he suocesds through soul
force in overthrowing the ootopus of Imperialism that
is striding the land in the supreme arroganca of
militarist might. The fight is steadily heading to a
-orisis when none can afford to stand aloof, if only
because the intensity of the struggle, on the one
hand, and the imperative claims of Truth and Justios,
ou the other, will hardly leave any xoom for neutrals
-to stand on, The organio structure of humanity is
aleo such that no nation or individual can for long
enjoy resl freedom or happiness by the side of
another sunk in slavery ar sorrow, This justifies the
hops that tha conscience of the world will ultimately
respond to the wail of the weak and ocome to the
rescue of thosse who are struggling fo regain thejr
liberty.

Dr. Muzumdar’s book is born of this faith. Hoe is
also & believer in the tenet that Truth has only to be
known to be embraced. He is an ardent votary of the

~Gandhian gospel and eame all the way from Amaerioa
to take part in Mahatmaji's campaign. He was
one of those that followed the great leader in his
political mareh to Dandi and remained with him
4ill the time of his arrest. Subsequently, he was
instruoted by Pandit Motilal, then Acting Congress
President, to go back to America to tell the people of
the world “the inside story of india's struggle.”
This book is the outcome of the above commission,
Its artless title bluntly brings out the scheme. Dr,
Muzumdar does not attempt to depiot the whole of
this mighty drama of non-violent revolution, but
only the * high lights* of the fourth act following
the firet campaign of non-co-operation conduocted by
Mahatmaji in 1920~24. Aocording to the author's
reading, the fourth aoct has three soenes: one, the
period of Gandhi's retirement from aotive politics
{1925-29), and the obstruotionist tactics of the Con-
gress Party in the legislatores a la Erin; two, the
veudeville performances at St. James's Palace in
London; three, the Civil Disobedience campaign in
the wake of India's Deoclaration of Independence in
January 1930, “ This fourth act,” the author writes
in his preface, dated May 1932, “with sufficient
pauses for the performances at St James is now
going on with striking dramatio verve. In sheer
poetio justice the last mot with its dencuement shall
be played not to the end of effecting a reconciliation
between the estranged people of India and the British
Crown, but to the end of enabling India to be mis-
tress in her own house and enabling England to be
rid of the incubus of the Empire systom.”

Th? anatomy of the boox is as follows: Part I
styled 'The British Raj’ gives an outline of the whole
story of the campaign up to Gandhiji’s last arrest on
his return from London, Here the author olearly
statos the issues involved in the struggle and gives
prlef. but imprqssiva. sketchas of Mahatmaji's life,
inoluding hia historio trial in Maroh 1922 when “the
British Raj waa being pilloried, not the leader of

the non-violent campaign.” The section under the
bead-line “The Empire Abdioates” combines deep
politioal interest with sublime human interest and
touching pathos. The author describes with rare
literary skill, with the aid of personal notes taken on
the spot, the highly dramatic scene of Gandhiji's
arrest in'the midnight of May 5, 1330, at the Satya-

| graha Camp at Karadi, He explains the head-line

in the following words (p. 33): *"“The swift, sudden,
georet, dramatic arrest of Mahatma Gandhi in the
dead of night is the frankest confession of the im-
portance of the British Raj. The setting aside of the
right of Habeas Corpus, saored in English tradition,
the denial of trial to the accused, the arrest and
imprisonment of the greatest man of our times under
an irrelevans hundred year old ordinance—such law-
lessness on the part of a Goverament is the surest.
sign of ita abdication.”

Part II on the Congress, consisting of six chap~
ters, describes the new life that has enfered that .
organisation, and through -that, the couniry. Here
wo find the Congress Declaration of Independencs,
an exposition of the general plan and taotics of the
non-violent campaign, and the rules of conduct and
discipline of the Satyagraha force supporied by:
abstracts of important statements and interviews
given by Mahatmaii in the course of the struggle.
Part IIT bears the descriptive line “Gandhi comes to-
grip with the British Raj" and begins with the
text of the ultimatum that Gandhiji gave to the Vices!
roy. In the seotion ‘How the British Raj Governs'
the author exposes the police excesses and the
repressive methods adopted by the Government
to terrorise the nation. The story of the peace
negotistions ocondueted' within prison walls by Mr.
Slocombe of The Datly Herald and the redoubtable
patriots, Sapru and Jayakar, is given at some length’
The author has done them grave injustice by describ-
ing them as “the errand-boys of the aliem govern-
ment,” But, later on, he makes amends by
acknowledging in handsome terms their undaunted
efforts and the strong position taken up by the Mode-
rates ab the first R, T. C. whioh, he admits, helped
towards the success of the subsequent negotiabions
and the settlement of the truce, Part IV aptly des-
cribes “ Gandhi invades England” and details the
signal triumphs won by Mahatmaii over the hearfs of
English men, women and children in general, and
the ochief cultural and religious centres in parti-
oular—not as an invader with a sword of steol, as
John Haynes Holmes puts it, but as an apostle with
the sword of the spirié. The chapter nunder the head-
ing “The saint and the sinner” is, in many respeots,
the most Interesting and, especially to westerners,
the most instructive and illuminating es it is here
that Dr, Mugumdar exposea the British state-orafi’
and diplomacy as manifested at the Round Table,
The straight and sharp answers that the author gives,
to some of the critios of Gandhi in the west as well
&8 his suggestions for the proper understanding of
Gandhi will also be'valued by the reader. The
soul-stirring speeches delivered by the Mahatma.
at the R.T.C. are also included in extenso in this part,

The fifth and the last part consists of the appeal
made by the auihor to the American nation for syms-
pathy and support for the starving millions dying to-
regain their liberty in India. The appeal is in the
form of an open letter to the American people issued
on the occasion of the oslebration of the 2nd Indian
Independence Day in Philadelphia and Washington
by the author and his friends, Indian and Americans
The letter sets forth the situstion in India after the
failure of the-2nd*R. T. C, and the imprisonment of
Gandhiji and details the gruesome features of the
yopressive regime, The author recalls the culturaj
affinity and close kinship of the Gandhian Gospel
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with the teachings of Washington, Lincoln and
Thoresu—not to spesk of Christ's sermon on the
Mount. * Gandhi ie to-day, giving baok to America
what he received from her by way of Thoreau”
observes the author, and adds, “The American people
can best show their esteem for Gandhi by enshrin-
ing Thoreau in their hearts.” America can beet help
India, a8 Mahatmaji observed, by having an intelli-
gent understanding of the situation,

For the promotion of this Indo-American under-
standing the book under review is a timely and use-
ful contribution. DPr, Muzumdasr, as an Indian and
a sstyagrabi, evidently, has only done his duty.
All the same, he deserves the thanks and congratula-
tions of his countrymen for presenting the nation’s
case before the world with such ability, courage and
candour, With cheracteristic humility, he has kept
himself Iargely inthe background and presented his
case, as far as possible, in Mahatmaji's own words,
not hesitating to embody in the book full texts of
Mahatmaji's important statements, speeches and inter-
visws bearing on the questions dealt with in thae diffe-
rent sections. This method of treatment has only
added dignity, weight and authenticity to the author’s
original contentions in the book, Dr, Muzumdar has
no doubt in his mind as to the ultimate outcome of
the Indian struggle. In Chapter XIV (p. 144), after
giving briefly the proceedings of the second R. T. C.
and referring to its after-math of repression in Indis,
he says:

“It i3'my deliberate judgment that the more repressive
the British Government besomes the mares soundly will
the causge of India's freedom prosper, I predict the hold-
ing of a final Rourd Table Conference to solve the Indo-
British problem--but at that Conference thers shall not
be 108 ‘delegates’, nor will it be in London, The final
Round Table—or, rather, the square table—will be in In-
dia, most probably behind prison bars, between Mahatma
Gandhi and the highest representatives of the British
Raj. The negotiationa next time will not be apraad over
a protracted period of five weeks, a3 on the oocvasion of
the Gandhi-Irwin Truce, When the British Raj is good
and ready to surrender to (andhi's wultimatum and to
accept the principle of the All-India National Congress
becoming the futare de jure and de facto Government of
India, within six hours the terms of the final settloement
will be signed. The recasting of the map of India at the
present rate of progress should not take more than five
yoars,"” :
The great daring, optimism and spirit of seif-confi-
dence breathed in the above are very-strikirg. But
prophesying is no easy game in politics. With due
respect for the fiery spirit and nationalist fervour of
the youthful author, we would caution him, in the
interests of Truth, to be more sober and playless with
his reputation as a prophet.

Extravagances of this type are the natural
off-shoots of the warmentality, though out of place
in the ethios of satyagraha. They do not affect the
general merit and value of the book as an eye-opener
to the western world, the soundness of its advocacy
of India's cause or the thoroughness of its exposure of
Britain’s claims. The author has spared no pains to
rouse up the comscience of humanity to a full reali-
sation of the gravity and moral import of the Indian
struggle.

M. R. RAMASWAMI,

CONTRACEPTIVE METHQDS.

MODERN BIRTH CONTROL METHODS OR
HOW TO AVOID PREGNANCY. By GEORGE
RELEY BCOTT. (Jobhn Bale & Sons, I.ondon.)
1933. 20cm, £09p. 7/6.

A8 8ir W, Arbuthnet-Lane points out in his fore-

word, the study of birth control and the innumer-
able vital issues associated with it have been ignored
by the medical curriculum, *Indeed it has been
left to the members of the lay public to interest and
later to instruct the medical {fraternity in this most
important subject,”

Though there s nothing absolutely new inthe
book, the author passes in review all the known
methods of contraception and stresses one or two
important points. For instance, he lays empbasis
on the faot that there is no single method which
will be successful in every case and that a
suitable combination of methods has to be selected
by an expert for any particulsr case, it being
gonerally agreed that a combination of methods is
required for perfect safety.

On one or two points, however, exception may
be taken to the suthor’s views, Of course thers is
bound to be coneiderable difference of opinion as
rogards details of methods. But there are important
points which have to be considered seriously. About
coitus tnterrupfus 1 quite agree that it is a very
popular method because it requires no preparation
or interruption of any kind, except at the end, when
the coitus itself is interrupted, and it may be the only
available method under ceztain circumstances. The
author admits that it is a very unreliable method as
some men are incapable of it, others forget all about
it end still others think that they can doit when
really they do not do it effectively. But apart from
this, he sees no harm in it for normal people, though
*“ there are mo doubt oasses where indulgence in
cottus interruptus develops dormant neuroses oOr
aggravates existing ones, ™ The trouble is that it is
impossible to know dormant neuroses so long as they
are dormant and the author is hardly justified in
saying:* Indeed it would sppeer that those who
catalogue so terrifying a list of evils resulting from
its practice are in error in diagnosing the root cause
of these evils.” Inany given vase, the suthor would
say that there were dormant neuroses, while a
sexologist would attribute the results to coitus infer-
ruptus. Under the circumstances, I prefer to take the
opinion of medical experts. For instance, Dr. Robin-
gon, the well-known sexologist of New York, says:

“8ome men have snch tremendous will-power that
though it is as diffcult and as painfully disagreeable for
them to withdraw as for people of the preceding class
{those who find it impossible), they do suceeed in with-
drawing; but it gives them such a ' wrenoh,’ their nervous
system is 8o shaken that aiter a while the disastrous
results of the practice are unmistakable, It is people of
this olass who become neurotis, irritrable and sometimes
profoundly neurasthenic, The pernicious effects on the
gexual system may be: a congested prostate, premature,
ejaculation (very frequent), weakened erectiens and loas
of or diminished libido.”

I shall quote ancther medioal writer, a lady, Dr.
Antoinette F. Konikow, M. D.: .

«T consider coitus inferrupius unreliable, abnormal and
detrimental o health, and would advise its nse only ) in
exceptional circumstances and then only in combination
with other methoda ... " Dr. Grafonberg’

Another disputed point 1s about Dr. Grafenbergs
ring, in recommending which the suthor has the
support of Dr. Norman Haire, The objections to it
will be seen from Dr, Robinson’s remarks on it:

“ e admits that the ring muat be introduced and remo~
ved by a akilled gynecologist {not even an ordinary phy-
gician but a gynecologist) ! He admita that the preseunce
of the silk-silver ring induces pathologio changes in the
.andometrivm, Bloody discharges, premenstrual hemorrha-
ge, menorhagis, sto, and yet the method is recommended
as apddvance! I: was an insult to the medioal aundience,
shat report of Dr. Grafenderg. ‘Why, eny foreign body
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introduced high up Into theutermas will produce the

same sffacts: ifit will not prevent oconception, it will

" gurely keep on producing sbortions, snd osuss inflamma-
tions and infections io the woman’s adnexa.” .
Apart from theso debatable points, the book 18
full of solid information. The author gives a chapte?
on “Illegal Methods,” meaning abortion, and appel~

dices on “ Facilitation of Concsption,” lists of Birth .
‘QControl Clinics and Societies and a seleotefi '

bibliography. R D. KARVE

SHAKESPEARE AND INDIA.

SHAKESPEARE THROUGH EASTERN EYES. .

By RANJEE G. SHAHANL

London. ) 21cm. 190p. 6/— .
THIS is & highly entertaining little volumse, if only
for the series of shocks it gives to the fervent votaries
of the great dramatist. The author sets out to show
that Shakespeare is & much over-rated writer, and
that to the Indian reading and theatre-going publie,
at least, he is like the-Curate’s egg—excsllent in parts.

( Herbert Joseph,

"The title chosen for the book is & trifle too compre-

hensive, for the subject dealt with is Shakespeare as
seen through Indian and not “Esatern” eyes; and
even In this restricted ambit, we can aoccept the
author's oriticism only as personsl and individual,
and not as representative, For which are the classas
on whose behalf he claimsg to spesk? In his chapter
“The Sowing of the Seed,” Dr. Shahani deals with
one olass of Shakespeare readers in this country,
‘the unfortunate wights whose first and last acquain-
tance with Shakespeare is as one of the hurdles to ba
jumped over in the race for a university degree. It
would be impossible not to sympathise with these
Shakespeare conseripts, who, once they have been
liberated from the examination obsession, bacome
conscienticus objectors to all things Shakespearean.
But surely, they represent an abnormal type, a type
in which literary judgment is either insufficiently
developed, orelse oompletely perverted through the
influence of the unimeginative tsacher, who looks
tupon the great poet as a subject for examination and
not as the creator of new imaginative forms and
ideals, The other class as whose porte-parole Dr.
Sahani appears, is the theatre-going olass. Of this
class, it is enough to say, first, that theatre-going
bas not yet become sufficiently popular in this
oountry to eneble us to postulate literary tendencies
from the likes or dislikes of the audience, and second-
Iy, that it is but very rarely that translations or
adaptations ( the latter is commoner of Shakespeare
plays )are put on the stage hers, What Dr, Shahani
does attempt to interpret is the opinion held by those
who have now and again essayed to adapt Shakes-
peare to the Indian stage. These amatsur playe
vfrights are men steeped in the Indian dramstio tradi-
tion, and swayed by this innate bias, they attempt to
make their adaptations of Shakespeare conform to
their own literary standards. It is thus that, in keep-
ing with the ancient Sanskritic laws of siage aesthe-
hc_s. tragedies are taboo and representations of such
things as war, death, eto., are kept away from the In-
dianstage. The resctions of this class of Shakes-
peare readers to the English dramatist are therefore
coloured by their own literary traditions and com-
ventions ; in effect, then, they sttempt to measura
Shakespears by the canons of Sanskritic deamaburgy.
What, one may well exolaim, is the earthly use of
evaluatir}g Elizabethan drama in terms of the assthe-
tic and literary canons whioh prevailed in India be-
fore the Christian era ?
. Having said this much o indicate our emphatio
dissent from the main propositions which Dr. Shahani
wants o eetablish, it is now open to us to confess

that on a zrest many subsidiary poiats it is possible
for modern literary opinion in Indis to agree with
him. These for the most part have no direot benr-
ing en Dr. Shahani’s argument, but are nevertheless
valuable as indicating the effect produced by certain
parts of Shakespeate’s writings on the small olass of
Indian public whieh is at all able to read and appre-
ciate the dramatist inhis own language. In dealing
with these aspects of Shakespeare’s writings, the
suthor shows real literary -acumen ; and as regards
the entire book it may be said that the verve and zeal

| displayed by him in his iconooclastio effort are sure 0
| bring him plenty of amused, if unconvineced, readers.

P.P. P.

PROBLEM OF DISARMAMENT.

DISARMAMENT: A DISCUSSION. By ARTHUR
PONSONBY, (Hogarath Press, London.) 1932.
18cm. 45p. 1/6, :

THERE is no topio soncerning the League of Nations
which is more misunderstood and less understood by
the Indian public than Disarmament. * Disarme-
ment means the elimination of all future wars and
how can that be possible se long as the inequalities~
political, economio and social—between the white
and the black races of the world continme to exist ?
exclaims one Indian. Europs must disarm and Asis
must arm. Otherwise the League of Nations deserves
to be branded as a elique of Europsan Imperiaiistie
Powers gager to substitute the method of eo-operation
for that of competition in: exploiting the backward

' peoples of the world, suoh is the considered view

of another Indian, “India is the land of pacific
ideals and traditionsand her sons and daughters will
always feel proud .of msgociating themselves with
any movement for world peace and fellowship. But
so long as Europe believes in brute force and creates
every day new engines of destruction, India will and
must refuse to place herself alone “ at the wrong end
of the gun", that is the conviction of a third Indian,
Criticisms of this type show clearly that there is a
real necessity to inform publio opinion in India
about the basie facts of Disarmament — faots which
are well brought out in Lord Ponsonby's pamphlet
in the interesting form of a discusgion between an
Advooate, an Officer and a Layman,

The Advooats, as his profession would require -
him to bs, is always very keen in making bair-split-
ting distinctions between facts in issue or relevant to
the issue and facts which may by themselves be
intesesting but are irrelevant to the issue. He also
tries his best to compose the differences which natn.-
rally arise between the Officer and Layman. For
instance, he wounld not allow the coniroversy on
Disarmament to begin until a definition of war:
as understood by the Governments of the world and
the Peoples’ Associations which clamour for peacs,
has been formulated and accepted by all the three
persons involved inthat controversy. His caution
and moderation elinch the issues at every stage and
aot as good corrective to both the ignoranse of the
idealistio Layman and the narrow-mindedness of the
expert Officer. All the problems confronting the
Disarmament Confersnoe of a technical as well as of
a diplomatio nature are disoussed in this pamphlet
with a lucidity of argument which is only to be
expeoted from such an able Parliamentarian and
master of international affaira as Lord Ponsonby. “By
war is meant organised international war and nokt
any other type of conflict involving the use of foroe,
like robbery or oivil war. Disarmament means not
the elimination of war as such - for we oan always.,
fight whether we have weapons of a particular type
or not — but simply the limitation and reduction of
certain engines of destruction which have made
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modern scientific warfere more terrible and contagious
than ever before. Security as a moang of disarma-
ment, disarmament as 8 means of security, the orea-
tion of an international nrmy, the definition of an
aggressor and the control of the traffic in arms—ali
these problems should be properly dealt with in any
disarmament programmse,”  These are some of
basio facts of dissrmaments which are sifted and
explored in the confroversy. I sincerly commend
to tbe careful attention of my uninformed but
idealistic compatriots the quite convineing case of the
gober and pragmatic Advocate.

T. 8, RAMANUJAM,

SHORT NOTICE

THE MESSAGE OF THE SAT TAL ASHRAM
1931. (Association Press, Caloutta.) 1932. 20om.
~ 300p. Rs. 2/4.
THE MESSAGE OF THE
( Association Press, Calcutts.) 1932,
Rg, 4-4-0,

DR. 8TANLEY JONES needs no introduction in India:
ho is well-known as & fervent preacher, a writer and
an Evangelist. These two books contain selected
papers read during the years 1931 and 1932 at the
summer “Ashram,” run by him for missionaries and
others in the Himalayas. The aims and ideals of the
Ashram are set forth briefly by Dr. Joneg in the res-
pective forewords, and he aleo contributes to each
collection a paper in his characteristic vigorous
style. Some of the papers. are of purely religious
interest, but many of them are challenging to all who
aro interested in the religious future of India: we
would recommend to all such, in the first series the
papers by the Rev. E. C. Dewick, Rev, Gordon Hals-
tead, and Rev.H. A. Poploy, while in the second series
the Rev, E, L. King's brilliant study of Christian
education, the Rev. T. R. Milford's lucid survey of the
relations of Religion and Science, Dr, Asirvatham’s
exhaustive political paper and those by the Rev.
John de Boser, and Dr, Murray Titus will all be of great
interest to the general reader, Cbristian and nomn-
Christian. We recommend these books to all who
have to do with contemporary Christian thought in
this country, especially to those critics
tianity whose criticisms by reason of their absolence
80 frequently fail to go lome, Hers is & chance for
them to study contemporary Christian thought con-
voniently. The books are both illustratsd, and well
bound and printed, R

INGDOM OF GOD.
452p.

Miscelluneons,

INDIAN POLITICAL SITUATION.
MR. H. N. KUNZRU'S REVIEW.
N the course of his address to the Servants of India
Society on June 12 last, Mr, . N. Kunzru, the

Vioe-President of the Society, passed under re-
view the politioal situation im India. He voiced at
the outeet the keen regret whioch all of them felt at
the sbsence of Mr. Devadbar owing to illness. His
continued ill-heaith was causing them great anxiety
and they all earnestly hoped that he would recover
wvory econ, He then referred to other members whom
urgent duty or ill-health had prevented from attend-
ing the session. He was glad that Mr. Saastri’s
health had permitted him to join them. His presence

of Chris- |

wag a gource of greai pleasure and sirength to them..
Briefly referring to the work of the Society, Mr..
Kunzru drew attention to the useful part which, in
conformity with the general policy of the Mahaima,.
the members were taking in the anti-untouchability
movement. : ,

The position of Indians in South Africa was
gtill causing them anxiety and demanded continued
vigilance on the part of the Government of India.
They had no doubt that Sir Msharaj Singh would
do his utmost to protect Indian interests.

Dealing with the political situation, Mr. Kunzru
after expressing the thankfulness of the Society at
the happy termination of Mahatma Gandhi's fast,
appreciated his courage in suspending civil diss
obedience, This action wea believed to have been
actuated by a genuine desire for peace not merely by
Indians but also by some representatives of European
opinion. Mr. Kunzru had been reliably informed
that Simla itself took the same view at firat, butun-
fortunately it soon changed its mind and refused to-
make it easy for things to return to the normal. He
thought that, left to themseives, the Government of
Great Britain would more than onos during the last
fow months have been prepared to adopt a con--
cilistory policy, but the men on the spot, dominaied
by considerations of prestige. made a generous gesture
on their part impossible. The recent appeal by
constitutionalists for a change of policy had apparent~:
1y left Government unmoved. The Ordinance Acts
geemed to have turned the Government'’s mind away:
from thoughts of peace. The Chittagong order showed
on what lines they waere thinking.

Coming to constitutional reform, Mr. Kunzru
dwelt on the utter inadequacy of the White Paper
proposals to eatisfy any politioal psrty in India
The substance of power was being withheld from
Indians, In spite of the reliance placed on th.a
Princes for the maintenance of stability _and p1_1rsu1t
of moderate policies and the unfortunate inclusion of
a nominated element from Indian States in the I‘n_dmn
Logislature, crippling restrictions had been insisted
on inthe White Paper. Notwithstanding internal
obstacles to the free play of democracy, the e_xtefmll‘
checks were manifold. The financial limitations
reduced the power of the Indian Finance Minijater to
s shadow. The policy 1aid down with regard to th_e.
srmy was unssatisfactory. The acheme for the Indmp:-
zation of the higher grades showed no real desire
to advance and ho decision had been arrived at with
regard to the elimination of the British Army. Th_era
was to be no further Indianization of the Indian
civil and police services for at leasi five yesrs,
and even after that, progress would depend not as
hitherto on executive action but on par_hqments}-y
action. In the police department the Minister will
count for as little as possible. He would have no
power over the superior or subordinate personnel
The provisions relating to the recruitment of these
sorvices and the extenmsiom of their rights were the
most indefensible features of the White Paper and
deserved the severest condemnation. .

The reform proposals were based on distrust anda
desire to concede the minimum possible in the existing
circumstanoes. The gpirit in which t_hey are conceive
od must change before they can provide a reasonably
gtable solution of the Indo-British problem. Unity
among us is indispensable for the achievement of
our freedom. The Hindus and Muslime have the faige
of the country in their hands. Aheav;'y responsibi-
lity rests on the Princes too, who, having been con-
oeded all that they demanded, should join others in
achieving fresdom for their country.

e

Printad snd publiched by Mr. Anant Vinayak Patvardhan at the Aryabhushan Fress, House XNo. 936/3 Bhamburda Feth,
Poona Uity, and edited at the “Servant of India” Office, Servanta of India Booisty's Home, Bhumburda,
Poona City, by Me, P. Kodunda Rao.



