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Topics of fhe Weck,

Berar Debate in C. P, Council,

IN regard to the proposal for the retrocossion of
Berat to the Nizam reported to be under Government's
vonsideration, the people of Berar have more than
once expressed themselves in a manner which should
mske thelr strong disapproval of it patent to sll
concerned, But whatever doubt might have still
lingered in any quarter ought to be dispelled by the
result of the recent Berar debats in the C. P. legis-
1ature.
of Berar's constitutional future by tha last R, T. C.
twas disallowed by the British Government. Much
less could the question be directly raised in the Q. P.
legislative council, governed as it is by rules which
bar the discussion of any matters relating to an
Indian Btats, Inthe ciroumstances the Counsil had
no alternative bui to give indireot expression to
publio opinion in Berar on the subject. But though
indireot, it provides wunmistakable guidance to
Barar's reaction to the proposal,

The resolution ss finally passed by the Council
demands the oreation of Berar as a separate
province with full financial and legislative auto-
nomy 80 that it ocould in due course enter the
Indian federation as an independent unit. The
resolution encountsred slight opposition in some
quarters, not because they favoured the transfer of
the destinies of the people of Berar to the Nizam,
but wers apprehensive that by favouring at the
present junocturs any ohange whatever in the
status quo they would porhaps be playing inta
the Nizam's hands and unconsciously facilitating
the perpetration of the very evil which they
wanted to avoid — so foarful are they of the
rigks they would run by the ovntemplated change in

It will be remembered that the consideration

their overlordship. 1If hereafter anybody represents:
Berar as welcoming its transfer to the Nizam, he
must indeed be said to be purposely blind to contem-
porary happenings, L .

~ In wishing to join the federatinn, Berar also-
wants to improve the anomalous position in which she
finds itself. Being m territory theoretically owned
by the Nizam but leased in perpetuity to. the British-
Government, it is not governed by the provisions of
the Government of India Act. The result, as every-
body knows, is that it is not sllowed to send its re—
presentatives direct either to the provincial or central
lagislatures, the persons elected by itas such not
being entitled to a sest therein unless nominated:
thereto by the Goveruor ok Governoz-General as the
cage may be., This is naturally regarded by the-
people as galling to their provincial self-respect.
Berar's separation from C., P. may incidentally

be expected to pubt a stop to the feeling ef
unfairness fairly general samong Beraris that.the
whole of the’ revenue derived in Berar is not epent:
upon its own well-being.

* | ] *

Temple Entry for Untouchables. ‘

THOUGH the Viceroy has tabooed provincial
logislation designed fo secura for the untouchables
the right of entry into temples the discussion on the
subject in provineial legislatures is valuable as show~
ing bow far local opinion favours such action. The
guestion was recently raised in the C, P. legislature-
by a non-official member who ,"wanted the local
Government to undertake legislation with a view to-
throwing open to the depressed class Hindu temples.
built with or maintained out of funds subsaribed by
the publie. In face of the Viceroy's decision in
regard to Dr, Subbaroyan's Bill the local Government
could of course not be expected fo support the resolu-
tion. But curiously enough, they went the length of
opposing it with a view, as explained by the Home
Member, * to maintain an atiitude of neutrality in-
matters of religion.” How the fwo are to bereconciled,
weo leave the Home Member to decide. The debate
however showed that the demarnd made in the
resolution hed a large volume of opinion bebind it
Its non-official cpponents included a non-Hingw
whose fitnesa to gauge Hindu opinion on the point is

“at least open togquestion. In spiteof the Government’s.
.opplossition the resolution was carried by 37 votes
' to 15,

' 1

The proceedings. of the Sanatan Dharma
Muhasabha which met last week-end in Allahabad
under the presidency of the veteran Pandit Malaviya
hava also a close bearing on the problem of the un-
touchables’ admission to temples., The President
regretted the fact that in Prayag, the oldest religious
place in the country, where thousands of Rishis used
to assemble, the Conference had attracted only about
100 Pandits. This he aitributed to the decay of
Hionduism, But what would seem éomany tocomplete
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this process of decay is the fact, which is regrettable
not less to ue than to Pandit Malaviys, that “ the
Sanatanists’ contribution to the revenue derived from
dugy on liquor was very large, ” But our immediate
concern is with the contribution made by the Con-
ference to the solution of the problem of untouchabi-
lity. While the Conference would allow the depressed
clagses “full freedom to use public wells, $anks,
reservoirg, parks, roads, serasis and burning grounds
and of entry into public schools and public meetings”
it is not yet prepared to extend to them the unfettered
right of worship in the temples. The sum and
substance of the resclution passed by it on fhesubject
seems fo be that the SBanatanis represented by those
assembled at Allahabad would have no objection to
the presence of the untouchables in any part of a
tomple but “the innermost sanctuary” where the
image is geated. This no doubt marks an advance
cn present conditions but oannot be said fo confer
on untouchables an equal right with other sections
of Hindu society to worship in temples and to make
them feel that they are as good members of the
Hindu community as e, g. the Brahmins, By another
resojution the Conference deprecated Government

interference in religious and socio-religious matters

though it would be prepared to tolerate it if necessary
‘for the purpose of amending any existing laws
" which resulted from such interference in the past. "
The attitude of the Conference on this point is, to say
the least, half-hearted and self-contradictory.

L ] * L 2

Sir M. Ramji on Safeguards.

AT the annual meeting of the Indian Mer-
chants’ Chamber held on Friday last in Bombay, its
new President, Sir Manmohandas Ramji, subjected
the financial and commercial safeguards proposed to
be incorporated in the Indian constitution to searching
scrutiny. His study of the prooeedings of the -three
Round Table Conferences leads him to the conolusion
that far from thers being any progress in the diract-
1on of loosening British control over Indian finance
and commerce, each gucoeeding Conference has only
marked a definite retrogression in this reapect. If the
powers of the Finance Minister in the federal Govern-~
ment are to be hedged round with the restriotions and
safeguards proposed in these Conferences, Sir Man-
mohandas feels that the field left open for the exercise
of his financial responsibility by the Minister would
be extremely limited,

The proposed arrangements in regard to finance
do not strike the President of the Chamber as
“dualism" or “diarchy” frequently described as such
in Government circles, but as “an undiluted form
of autocraoy ;” and he holds that the proffered con-
stitution, unless substantially alterad, transfers very
little real financial power to the people. Finance and
commerce being interlinked, Sir Manmohandas is
naturally unsble to ocontemplate any system of
government asreally reésponsible in which the Finance
Minister’s power to order the finances of his
country in any manner he thought best was restri-
cted, as is sought to ba done by the British Govern-
ment, The special responsibility of the Governor-
(General for “the financial stability and credit
of the Federation” is, im his obpinjon, too
vague and indefinite to be aocosptable while the idea
to associate o Financial Adviser with him as not
being particularly progressive. The proposed com-
mercial safeguarda tco find in Sir Manmohandas a
relentless opponent.

But it is needless to follow him in sll he
pays. In short, his contention is that the
Governor-General under the federal constitution
should have no powers not enjoyed by his ocounter~
part in the self-governing Dominions. It is to

be hoped that Sir Manmohandas does not labour
under the delusion that what India will get as the
next instalment of reforms will confer Dominion
Status upon her at one bound. He cannot surely be
unaware that even Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru makes no
such olaim for the new constitution. At the same
time the fact cannot be gaineaid that the need for
safeguards to be operative only during the transi-
tional period has bben: generally recognised, even
the Congress not being opposed to them, Sir Man-
mohandas is on firm ground in wishing for no wider

" powera to the Governor- General in the Indian Domi-

nionthan are conceded to similar funotionaries in
other Dominions. But till India attains to Domi-
nionhood he has to reconcile himself to safeguards in
some spheres of Government activity. All that oam
be done is to see that the safeguards are mot unduly
comprehensive, and to strictiy limit their life, We
do not suppose Sir Manmohandas aims higher in the.
present circumstances.
* * *

*‘Hard Doctrine’’.

The Economist of London thus eriticises the
conditions 1aid down by Sir Samusl Hoare for the
establishment of the Ressrve Bank which, besides the
entry therein of half the Indian States, is made a
condition precedent to the creation of the proposed

Indian federation :

“As to the sefting up of a Reserve Bank to deal
with the management of currency and exchange
the Secretary of State has undertaken to see that
a Bill is introduced into the Indian Leglslatyre
for the purpose as soon as possible. Warning
has, however, been given that its successful
eatablishment requires that the Indian budgetary
position shall be assured; that the short-term
debt both in London and in India shall be tedu-
ced; that reserves shall be accumulated, and
India's normal export surplus restored. Hard
doctrine this, when it is remembered that New
Zealand is setting up & Central Bank in the
midst of a great depression, that the Nu:honal
Banke of the United States were set up in the
midst of civil war and that the present Central
Bank of Austria was oreated with forglgn_nssl-
stance at a time when the country was in virtual
“bankruptey.

Clearly no, one can foreses when these condi ~
tions will be fulfilled, and one of the chief
diffioulties: of the Conference has been that

. if-—as the British Government now maintain—
Federation eannot be introduced until the Bank
is established, these conditions may mean an
indefinite postponement. Thesuggestion has been
considered that, if in other respecis the arrange-
ments for Federation have been satisfactorily
completed, some interim arrangement for the
control of ourrency might be designed, but the
British Government take the view that the diffi-
oulties sad complications of such a p.Ia.n would
be very great. They have therefore in a sense
shelved the question by insisting onthe eatablish-
ment of & Reserve Bank as a “condition prece-
dent” of Federation, but have given an under-
taking to India that if a situation arises when
Foderation is ready to be luunched, but it is stgll
not possible for the Bank to be set up, they will
consult afresh with India’s representatives as to
the steps that should then be taken. In such
oircumstances the conditions previously men-
tioned may clearly have to be reconsidered, for
it would be a great mistake to give India the
impression that her constitutional progress may
be held up indefinitely while we wait for the
economic horizon to olear.”
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Reliet to the Taxpayer or the Services ?

THE press reports sbout the Government of India’s
intention to restors the cut in the salaries of the
services rather than sfford any relief to the taxpayer
as & result of their improved financial position have
drawn from the &fatesman of Oslcutta, not an un-
friendly critio of the Government by any means, the
following comments:

“ Tn these ciroumstahces and with rumours of

a emall surplus it is little wonder that the Servi-
ces are hopeful, move particularly ss they are
under the impression that the Financs Member
has pledged bimeelf to give priority to their
olaim. We would ask them not to put their
hopes too high. Clearly restoration must, like
the original cut, be an all-round restoration. The
lowest paid arethe worst off (we have little
patience with arguments to the contrary ) and
it is impossible to discriminate between coven-
anted and uncovenanted. If we leave out the
. complication introduced by the contract with the
Socretary of State and ask ourselves whether
Indin or sty country in the world is in the exis-
ting depression justified in restoring a cut in the
pay of its servants while taxation is at the pre-
sent level, there can only be one answer...What
seems practical politics is to insist that there
ghail be no restoration of the cut till there can

.be at tbe same time some relief from the

burden of taxation,”
* & *

¥Education In Bihar & Orlssa. :
WEILE the present finanocial position of provinoisal
'Qovernments in India rules out any hope of the
“gxpansion of their nation-building activities, it may
legitimately be expectsd that they would at least be

WHERE THE EMPHASIS

IFFERENCES of opinfon are gradually disolosing

themsel ves on the reform scheme ocutlined by
, the Round Table Conferences. In one respect

these are differences of emphasis rather than of
opinion, For thers is none amongst Indian politi-
cians who would accept the echeme in {ofo without
making an effort to have it altered and expanded in
ocortain particulars, and the amendments that
those politicians propose to the British Government
are in essentials the same. But one is able to
detect, behind this geeming unanimity, a wide
raugo of divergence of outlook on the whole
question. There are some who would dotheir utmost to
‘secure an enlargement of the scheme in every posaible
direction, but would still recommend the country to
~acocopt it as it fs if they should fail in their afforts,
For, short as it may fall of cur aspirations, neverthe-
less ( they would plead ) it makes such & sweoping
advanoe on the present position that it would be a
criminal folly on our part to reject it. The' time for
making a definitive ochoice has not yet arrived, and
therefore no one has been so indiscreet as to say
Just now: “ More will be welcome, but this much
will be suffioient.” But, reading bstween the lines,
‘that seems to bo the sentiment at the baok of the
minds of some of our publicists, And we are mot

sure that Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Jayakar |

' do not fall into this category,

allowed to suffer no contraction. The latest quinqyen-
nial review of educaiion in Bihar and Orissa how-
ever falsifies this expectation.  There not only have
tha lest five years witnessed no incresse in the
number of educational institutions and the schoiars
attending them, but have actually seen & definite set-
back. The total number of educational iustitutions
want down by 2,000 from 33,242 in 1927 to 31,213 at
the end of the official year 1931-32, The number of
scholars too decreased by nearly 14,000, being in
excess of 11 Jakhs in 1927 as againet 10,94,000 in
1932. The reduced number of students has, s a cor-
ollary, prejudicially affected the general level of the
provinecial literacy. This is all the more deplorable
in view of the fact that Bibar and Orissa was edu-
cationally nevertoo advanced. The percentage of

_literacy which was no more than 3:26 in 1927

was brought down to 29 last year. But the
literacy position would be hetter appreciated .if
the proportions for boys and girls are stated sepa-
rately. The proportion of male literacy was 5-9 per
cent. in 1927, whereaa it stood at 515 per cent. at the

- end of March last. Ag regards the extent of educa-

tion in the female part of the population, it has gone
down from -69 to 67 per cent. 0 that only about one
girl in 150 is literate, It is not intended to suggest
that the position in regard to female education has
deteriorated hopelessly during the last quinquennium.
‘What has happened is that never tolerable, it haa
been made less so now., An attempt fo account for
the reduction in the number of children in receipt of
instruction on the usual official lines is noticeable in
the different sections of the report; but frankly it
fails to oarry conviction, It is to be hoped that
the next five-yearly report on the educational pre-
gress of the province will make more cheering read-
ing than the one under notice does,

BELONGS.

But there are others whose criticisms of the
reforms schems are uttered in such strident voice
that it would appear that at least some of the impro-
vements that they urge are necessary to win their
aoceptance of the scheme, Opinion will erystallise

a8 days go by as to whioh of the improvements that

are puggested are essential and which merely desir-
able. At present they are of an omnibus character,
everything that has a progessive Took about it being
fndiscriminately and sometimes even irrelevantly
lugged in, but time is not distant when they
will have to be sorted out. Not all will be agreed
in requiring the same alterations to be made; some
will insist upon one.sas essentis! and others upon
another. But all of thess wi]l be agreed in declaring
their inability to accept the scheme unless it under-
goes substantial modifications. We ocannot help
thinking that some of those at any rate who have
affixed their signatures to the Statement recently
issued from Bombay belong to this olass, Those
who oan give only a oonditionsl approval to the
scheme and those who ar¢ inwardly prepared to
aocept the scheme in its present form ecan well co-
operate in making & united effort in getting the
scheme enlarged and improved. They need not come
into oconflict while the scheme is still in its formae
tive stages, though ocossionally the vigour with
which the former will press their amendments will
be somewhat embarraseing to the latter.
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However, sgome amendments which the critics of
the scheme will urge will appear to its friends as
decidedly hostile. Speaking breadly, those which
~see’k to extort more power from the British Govern-
‘ment will be welgomed by sll alike, but those which
-aaek to obtain concessions from the Princes will, we
fonr, bo resented by leaders who hold that the States
must somehow be brought in in order that British
Indiaway be endowed with an effective measure of
-central responsibility. There are not many who will
stake their name and personal prestige on getiing such
amendments made, but, few as they are, they are
not all to be neglected, Mr. Chintamani, for* instance,
is & politician in the first flight, and yet, strange as it

may seem, he refuses to confine his atfention discreet-

1y to the baiting of the British lion. In the speech
that he delivered recently at Vizagapatam he waes as
uncompromising in his derunication of the defects of
the scheme which proceed from the Princes as from
the British Government. We make no doubt that such
oriticisms of ithe Princes will be looked uponm in
-quarters anxious to pull the schema through as utter-
1y destructive. Inthe speech referred to above Mr,
Chintamani points out as serious defects which must
be removed before the scheme bacomes acceptable the
following features of it :—

(i) freedom to be given to the Princes to ap-
point their nominees in the federal legislaturs ;

(ii) deninl of the rights of federal citizenship
in the States ;

(iii) refusal by the Princes to let:a Declaration
of Rights spplicable to the States’ people bein-
serted in the fedsral constitution;

(iv) unwillingness of the Princes to include
iraportant subjects of national concern like civil
and criminal law in the federal list.

Tt is necessary at this time of the day to go
jnto the merits of these points raised by Mr.
Chintamani. The only question that is relevant to
our present purpose is to consider whether the extra-
ordinarily forceful advocacy, such as we associate
with Mr, Chintamani’s personality, of even one of
these points, will not be regarded by the friends 'of
the Round Table ag undoing nli the good work done
by them. Wae cannot but believe that it will.

As we see the situation, there is an unbridgesbls
gulf between them, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mr.
Jayskar, to name the two most prominent spokesmen
of a large group, believe that without federation

_ the reforms are bound to be of the thinnest. They
do not base this opinion of theirs merely on a survey
of all the political factors at work, which may possi-
bly chauge. But they base it upon a legal thecry,
which must needs be unslterable and immutable. And
federation depends upon the willing consent of the
Princes, who are fully couscious of their power of

" putting & Tlock upon British Indian reform and thus
making Britieh Indians feal utterly helpless. In.such
a situation it is obvious that there ia not much .scopa
for bargaining with the Princes. Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapru and Mr, Jayakar therefore advise the people to
.conoentrate their attack upon the British Gavern-
ment, from which alone there is & possibility of Bx-

tracting more power. Thorefars they say in effect s
“Boar wilh the defects inthe constitution which result
from the eniry of the States, however grave they may
appear. Just put off the thinking ¢ap in respect of
them.” Mr. Chintamsani controverts this reasoning at
every single point. Federation to him is not indier
pensable, though desirable. He will therefore be guite
willing to pay a reasonsable price for it to the Prinoces,
but not too big a price and beis of the opinion
that the Princes are asking for muoh too big & price.
He does not believe fhat either constitutional theory or
political circumstances naceqmtat’e a federation at
all costs. He would therefora press for British Indian
reform, which he thinks can be sas large with the
Princes as without, unlessthe federationto be brought
about is real, Federal ciiizenship, declaration of
rights enforceablg equally in 'all units, election of
bhe representatives in the federal legislature through-
out the federal area, and federalisation of all subjects
of common interest — these he regards as .essential
feabures of federation. The federation proposed for
India it tha Round Table scheme i is, inhis view, &

fake, for awhioh he will not be prepared to eacrifice
the substance of self-government and democracy.

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru aud Mr. Jayakar have
already started explaining away these defects as of
little practical moment. Nomination? What harm?
Elected representatives will' vote differently
from nominated only where repressive measures
are under consideration. On. these measures
Btates' representatives will not vote, -On the ques-
tions on which they will vote it is immaterial
whether they are nominated or elected. They
will .mot vats en hloc either. Nor would they be
under the influsnce of the Britishers. Therefore no-
possible injury will result froln the nomination of the
‘States’ representatives even if continued indefinitely.
In fact election loses all its significance in respect
of federal matters. Mr. Chintamani hotly denies the
truth of everyone of these statements, He does not
ggree that nomination is as good as election or nearl¥y
as good. He 'quotes H. H. the Aga Khan,
who isby no means a radlcal ‘a3 saying that
“from the days of ancient Greece down
to the present day, there has been no Parlisment
wliose members of the Lower House were nominated
by the ruling suthority " and Mr. Chintamani is
unsble ‘to tolerate what he will not call & mere ano-
m&ly but 8 monstrosity in the present constitution.
Mr. Chintamani further observes: “The Indian
States will still be in the grip of the Political Depart-
ment of the Government of India. As the control
of the Political Depsrtment over the States will
still be an active factor, we need not be surprised
if the manner in which the rights of the States’
representatives in tha Legislature will be exercised
will be indirectly influenced by $his extraneous,
albeit very powerful force, which will not at
any rate tend to the independence of tha States®
representatives in the Legislature.” Thus My,
.Chintamani goes on gontradicting, from point
to point, the statements made by Sir Tej Bahs-

dur Sapru and Mr. Jayakar in -extenuation oftho
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¥rinces® part i the Round Table Conferences, And,
finmlly, he sums up his' conclusfori thus ¥ Federation
may not msterislies at all——ahd it ‘appesrs’ that he
will not est his heart out'if it does' not~—==; but “thers
{a ‘miore than s fesr that 1f it'does materialise, it will
have in it features whick no Liberal’ politician who
s mricions for the transfer of real power to the repre-
gentatives of the people oan contemplate with equani-
mity or satisfaction” --The entry of the States into
the federation on the terms that-they insist upon at
pregetit'will, in his opirtion; make rot* cnly’ popular
governtrent but self-government fmpossible, “and to
the- extent that he can speak for it; the Liberal party
will- do its best to defent the scheme* o
- ‘Weare not conoerned at the present rhoment in
examining the positions of these ptalwarts - and
pronouncing upon thém, Our purpose is only to
point'out how diametrically’. opposed to. each other
these positions are and to express our deep concern at
that fack: It is mot enough therefore merely toshow
our diseatisfaction in either mild or sharp terms with
_ the present acheme of reforms fn the hope that this
will lead to an amplification and amendment -of it in
the right direction, but it is; necessary that we should
so faras possible come . to an.agreement as to which
of the two positions, in themselves irreconoilable, is
to ba tsken up by the couniry as a.whole. . Where
ip. the emphasis to be primarily laid~-on self-govern-
ment or.. popular , government? That will be the
key to the whole position,
df 1. . B e SN AP AR
~-BOMBAY INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT,
{\HE disastrous effects of the iransferencs of nation-
buliding " departments 'to™ Provineial .Govern-
monts without praviding adequate financs.for
thefr continuance and’ growth are nowhere better
exemplified than in'the history of the Department of
Industriss in' the' Bombay Presidency.. In pre-war
Indis iaisser faire died very hard indeed and it is
well-known how Lord Morley, when' Secretary of
Stats for India, vetoed the oreation of the first depart-
ment of industries in India by the Madras* Govern-
mett. The war brought about a eonsiderable change
in‘the outlook of Governmeunt snd the review of the
whiole ‘industrial” problém 'by’ the' Industrial’ Com-
misston ‘faollitated the adoption” of- an immediste

..

polioy* by' the authoritfes oconoerned, Under the |i

Montford reforms scheme, howaver, the main burden
of ‘earrying out the' resommendations of the Indus.
trial Commisglon devolved on Provineial Govarnments
and many of these’ started theis carder’ with grave
finineial difficulties.. We thuis find that during the
laet deoade the activities' of ' the’ Industries Depart-
munts huve differed very widely'in thelr range and

-tutensity: from provinoe to provines.’ In Madras |

which-was treated perhaps the most liberally under
fhe Maston settlement, the Department has from tlie
begitning - been  vigorous. Ever in° thd pré-war
period m good deal'had been doné In ' that® Piesidency
under-administrators *like Sir Frederiok Nickolson
and Bir Alfred Chatterton; and with the definfte setting
upof an Industries Departinent the work wes ‘pushed
©d with great vigour and fairly large atiounts wers |

made available by Government to this- Pepartment.
That this activity has not been in vain and that
furthet efforts along lines already chalked out are
promising of much succees is made olear by the
latest report (1931-32) of the Madras Department of
Industries. The most important activities of the
. Madras Department are the special . Institutes for
research and experiment in various industries that it
'maintains, the efforts made for improvement-in
' methods and their spread in the textile cottage indus-
 tries ’and in agriculture and the . comparatively large
number of industrial schools -eonducted by - Govern~
| ment itself. The Madras Government was also one
of the firet Provincial Governments to. have a State
' Aid to Tndustries Act. Bub the experience of this
. Government with regard to their loans has not besen
'heppier thun that of other provinces, Theze have
' been' & muinber of ‘defaults in the case of tha larger
'loans’ and there have beon of Iate years very few
applications and thé large majority of &ven these few
“bave had " to be turned dowti, The Institutes have
had, on the-other hand, striking success. The Kerala’
Soap- Institute’s ' commetcial side runs dow at’s
profit evéh though' Government’ has” decided” not do
manufacturs washing soap so as tot t6 dompete with
private producers. The Leather Trades Institute has
been’ doing &' good desl of research work in the
tanning indostry which holds' such an importank
place in the” Southern Presidency. The Government
Industrial Institute, "Madras, hss, however, baen
racently olosed as & meastire’ of retrenchment. The
 Soap Institute has slso an instructional side and is
perhaps the only place in Indla where regular instru-
otion is offered in' the manufacturé of soaps. "The
research side of this Inititute is being now wideued
' and its scopé considerably inoreased. With regard
to cottage industries the work of the Department has.

| by’ &ll “méoounts’ been reslly useful, The hand-

, weaving industry is more vigorous in Madras than
' in any other part.of India and it has always been the
most progressive also, It -is significant that the.
- department could recommend to Government the
 abolition of the weaving and dyeing demonstration
ipartias a8 the adoption of improved manipulative
| proceasea and appliances had proceaded far encugh
: and no:further propagands work was required, Another
i extremely valuable activity hag’ been that of the silk
-worm rearing: party. This has besn testing the seed
coocpons and arrangements have beett made for the
supply of dissase-free layings from Government farms
though the experiment of mided grainages’ has not
been very successful, Serioulture sesms to be mijted
to large areas in the' Madras Presidency” and hopes
afe being entertained of it being very widely spread
‘in the near fudure;

+. The Madras Government conducts seven indust-
rial sohools. Three—a school’ of technology, a
school ‘ of arts and orafts and a textile institute
ot Madras—and four industrial schools teaching
carpentry, smithy and engineering work at four dif-
ferent centres in the Presidency—Bellary, Madurs,
Calicut and Mangalore. It is notable that the

Madraa Retrenochment Committes did not rvecom.
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mend the abolition of the Madura Industrial School
Jn spite of its comparatively high ocost .on the
ground that thers was no other provision for
industrial training in that tract. Itis unnecessary
to go into further detsils of the work of the Industries
Department in Madras, The department is fairly
well financed, the expenditure in 1931-32 having
exceeded Rs. 11 lakhsand the policy 1aid down by the
Industrial Commission has now been consistently
followed in most directions for over a decade, It oan-
not be claimed that success hag followed these efforts
in every direction or that all moves have always
been well-advised, Even so the record of this
Department remains one of the best in the post-war
decade and points to directions in which further State
offorts must be mada in all parts of India. |

comparison, had a most dismal history. It was started
in a half-hearted manner withouf any well-defined
policy over ten years ago, the grant allotted to the
Department having always been niggardly. Later

retrénchment necessitated the combination of the |:

offi¢e of Director of Industries with thatof the Dire-
ctor of Information and ultimately there ocame the
entire abolition of the Department. It was, however,
revived a few years ago. But even on its revival it
wag not treated financially any better than previ-
ousl]y. Three important officers have been appointed—
the director, the industrial chemist and the industrial
engineer—but enotigh funds have not keen placed at
their disposal to enable them to do reaily useful
work. In spite of difficulties the work under the
present Director has yielded important results in
ceortain directions. The help renderedto the Surat
gold and silver thread industry has been notable and
the preparafions -of estimates for small industries,
the technical advice given to industrialists and other
work on similar lines must in the long run prove
very useful. The field to te fraversed is, howaver,
immense, Let us compare, for example, the condi-
tion of the Bombay hand-loom weaving centrer with
those of Madras, Here the introduction of even the
flg-shuttle loom is proceeding at sn extremely slow
pace and improvements in other directiona are almost
non-existent. C

The Administrative Reorganisation Committee
has analysed the expenditure of the Bombay Industries
Department and bas found that apart from two
industrial schools and the weaving demonstration
parties the only expenditure at present allowed for is
the pay of three officers and their establishment, The
Committee has, therefore, logically advocated the
abolition of the Department while retaining the sechools
and the demonstration parties. This recommendation,
though logical, is one with which we find it diffcult
- to agree, This is because we look upon the present
financial problem of Indian Governments as one of
reducing expenditure by retrenchment and reorgani-
sation 8o aa to allow for an increase in the activities
of the nation-buildirig departments ; and we feal that
any measures which have a résult other: than this
are futile or harmful. It may be permitted to the
Reorganisation Committes to weigh all problems

]

by narrow financial considerations; with Government,
howaever, it should be a question of broad policy. And.
from this point of view we would deprecate the.
closing down again of the Bombay Industries.
Department. The Department has been re-started only-
recently, has securod able officers and is already
doing some useful work. The aim of Government
ought to be to provide increasing allotment of funds.
to this Department so that real headway could be.

.made in all directions.. The extent to which Gov-

ernment is enabled to do this is the real measure of
the value of all measures of reorganisation and retren-.
chment which it undertakes, And measures which.
in effeot fall short of this resuit are really not radical.

‘enough for the grave situation that confronts us

.| to-day, o : .
The Bombay Industries Department has, in |

GOVERNMENT & TEMPLE ENTRY.
1
DO mot regard the question of Temple-Entry as
one of great importanoe to the Depressed Classes.
‘However that may be, T ‘cannot congratulate

I

'the Governmerit of India orr the ground they have

chosen for refusing permission to Dr. Subbaroyan
to introduce his Bill in the Madras Legislative
Couneil., '

It may be triie that caste-Hindus from other parts
of India have & right to worship in some of our South
Indian temples.  But that is not a right sufficiently
substantial to be taken into account. A Full Bench
of the Madras High Court had to consider this
question in connection with a guit filed under Section
92 of the Civil Procedure, Code ( Ramachandra us.
Parameswars, 42 M, 360 ). This was a suit instituted
by Mr. T. R. Ramachandra Iyer and another sgainst
the trustees of a temple in Tellicherry for framing &
scheme for the betier mmanagement of the temple. Mr.

‘Ramachandra Iyer is.a lawyer practising in. Madras.

who has & right to worship in the temple. He had
worshipped in the tsmple once or twice and might do.

5o again if business took him to. Tellicherry. The
Madras High Court held that the right to worship

which one of the plaintiifs had was of too shadowy Y

‘nature to give him an “interest” . in the trust as.

contemplated in Section 92 of the C. P. Code and.
dismissed the appeal. According to the Madras High
Court, one must have a 'present’ right to. worship
before he oan take advantage of the section. In other.
words he must be worshipping in. the.temple habi-
tuslly. Naturally, the persons who worship in &.
Temple habitually are those who live round about if,
within easy distance of it. This view has. been
accepted by the Madras Legislature when it framed.
Chapter III of the Madras Hindu Religioua Endow-.
ments Act which provides for the constitution of
Temple Committees. The Looal Government is em-.
powered by Sec. 23 to notify an electoral ares and in
all onses where such notification has taken place, itis .
a limited area within the radiusof a few miles from.
the temple concerned. Dr., Subbaroyan's Bill adopts ..
this prinoiple in its entirety and vests in the local
people the right to declare by & majority whether ar
not they desire to throw open their femple to the De-..
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—pressed Olasses, The Bill is practically an amend-
ment to Sec, 79 of the Madras H, R. E, Aot.

On the prineiple enunciated by the Government
of India, the Madras Legislature ought not to have
been allowed to pass the H. R. E. Act. It affects

- teraples and Devasthanams whioh are resorted to by
pilgrims from all over India, Why was it not con-
sidered necessary then to consult their wishes?
Apparently, ,beoauss they were not regarded as hav-
ing an'interest’ in any of the temples which come
under the Act, I do not deny that a comprehensive

all-India measure will be a better instrument for-

reform than piecemenl local legislation, But the

local legislatures are in 8 better position to deal with |
looal needs and oircumstances -than the Central.

~Government, -Is Mr, Ranga. Iyer's Bill believed to
be more aoceptable ta orthodox opinion? It is &
revolutionary measdra when ‘compared to the very
modest provisions of Dr. Subbaroyan’s Bill. What
is worse, it is a Bill . of vague and uncertain impli-
~eations. Under Dr. Subbaroyan’s Bill .we know
where we stand ; under Mr. Ranga Iyer's Bill, it is
diffioult to make out what its outcome witl be.
' II. '
THE GURUVAYUR SITUATION. .
Guruvayur in South Malabar has become: the
--oentre and foous of India's attention,
in India, it is & small temple” with. little or no
architectural distinetion about it. But it is undoubt-
<dly the most popular terple in all Kerala. It enjoys
-4 hendsome revenrue and attracts votive offerings of
‘the value of severa] thousands of rupses évery year.
"The Zamorin of Caljout runs the temple. although

thers is another frustes who is a sleeping partner, |

-draws' remuneration and does nothing to earn it.
The temple is the meeting ground for lepera from

all over Malabar, There iz a tradition that a well-

known poet who waa afflioted with leprosy was oured

of that malady by writing & poem in.praise of the

Diety. The presence of lepers in the: temple is so
common that no one takes any notioe of them.

But the orthodox people object to the admission

of the Depressed Classes, however clean and healthy

‘they maay be. It istruly a danger-spot in Malabar on
acoount of there being lepers thers in large numbers
-and I, for one, should feel happy if the agitation for
Panchama-entry into. this temple failed somehow.

Why let these poor people run the risk of infeotion ?

Readera of the SERVANT OF INDIA who have no |
knowiedge.of the local conditions wmay imagine \

that it is the people of Malabar that oppose temple-~
entry. No, that is not the truth, The opposition is
largely a videshi enterprise. The class whose view

is heard against Mr. Gandhi’s Harijans is composed
of Tamil Brahmins who form & large oolony in’

Malabar, They are very iInfluential in the Palghat
taluk. Mr. T. R, Ramachandra Iyer, the leader of
‘the arthcdox party,isa Brahmin of this desoription.
Mr. M. K. Acharyaand Mr. T. M, Krishnaswamji
Iyer are perhaps distant cousins of this olass, The
Sanicaracharyss who flocked to Guruvayur the other
<day are Saivite Yatis who hava little or no respect
dor Vaishnavite Agamas. Their lead fs recogniasd

Asg temples go 1

A

" are now the mainstay of the oppoaition.

by the Tamil Brahmins in Malabar just as it is by -
their cousins beyond the Ghats. The people of
Malabar do not know them. :
The class that has & right to bs heard on this
question are the Nambudris, the Malayales Brahmins,
Notwithstanding a few orthodox pecpla among them,
the community as a whole is not opposed to Mr.
Gandhi. In their annual gatherings they have again
and again welcomed the ides of abolishing untouch-
ability, They are definitely in favour of temple-
entry. Thers was a number of Savarna oonfer«
ences at Guruvayur, - The organisers -could not get
one promirient Nambudri to take part in any of them..
Thers are two reasons for.this. :In the first place, the !
Nambudri looks with undisguised suspicion om this
videshi agitation, andhe is too lordly & man to mix -
with the erowd from abroad, Secondly, he does no
even recognise the right of these Sankaracharyas ta
assume the name and style of their illustrious coun-~
tryman the original Sankars., The Nambudris have -
therefore refused to take pvart in this agitation,
And this is & point for all conocerned to remember.
What is the position of the” non-Brahmin oaste

.Hindus - in this controversy ? The. class that

counts most in- Malabar is the Nayar community.

| With a few exceptions, they are on the whole solidly

behind Mr. Gandhi. They dislike what they contem-
ptucusly oall the Pattar agitation. :

Seeing that orthodoxy is not supported either b
the Nambudrl or the Naya¥, the Sankaracharyas
have shifted their campaign to Palghat which may”
be truly desoribed as a rabbit-warreny of Tamil Brah-
mins, Prosperous’’ piecegoods merchants, money-
lenders and Abkari contractors who violate, every
day of their lifs, the oanons of Varnashrama Dharma,.
They ctoa~
sionally summon to their aid eloquent' lawyers from’
Madras to keep the agitation going..

But I am- surprised that opposition to temple~
entry should come from the Tamil Brahmin. He

-{s & shrewd fellow, who knows which side of the

bread is buttered. He oannot be unawareé that the
temples and Deévasthanams: are’ so many oleverly
designed institutions by means of which the Brah-
min exploits his, countrymen. To admit 60 million

' Panchamas into our temples meane nothing less than.
& great inorease in the area for exploitation. Imagine:

so large an addition to the empire of priestheod. If
avery Panchama oontributed a pia every year to the

: coffers of our ternples what an enormous increase in

their incoms would be the result? All: this increase:
would, as now, gotothe benefit of the Brahmins.
No one seems to have placed this aspect of the mat-

“tor before them, ' Just suggest it, and the whole of

that very intelligent and sharp-witied community
will bs on the side of the reformers. One wonders
why so clever a man as Mr. Rajagopalachari has not
tried this argument on. his cousins on the West
Const. '
I may say that these Sankaracharyas have made
no impression here in Malabar. You cannot move
about in gold-mounted palanquins, eat off gold plates, .
wear costly embroidered shawls and live in luxury

e b
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and oomfort and yet hope to. convince anyone that
you aig the heir in pupillary succession to the throne
of our illustricus Sankara.

L

. A MALAYALEE.

'

Onwr Londow Letter,
Ki l'rom Olll (J.orr.p;poﬁciex;t; )
(BY AIR MAIL. ).
. : LONDOW, . Jauuary 20.-
.. SETTING UPTHE JOINT COMMITTER.
I8 MAJESTY'S Ministers.are now giving. atten»
tion.to. many thingd, .including the logislative .
.. .arrangements- for. the coming Parlismentary:
segsion,, It isunderstood. that the Seoretary of State.
for India is busily engaged with his officials in draft-
ing the White Paper which is to contain the definite
proposals’ of the Government” for' the new Indian
Constitution, based more-or: less- pon: the general
outline indicated. at the 1ast Round Table Conference;
It may-bo assumed - that. the vontents,of the White
Paper—rwhich will naturally .arouse wide public
interest when it is issued—have been the subject of
more than one consultation- between Sir Bamual -

Hoare, the.Prime Minister. and the Liord .Chancellor,
whe are the Ministera most conoerned with the . matter -

in band. .Probably Lord Irwin is also .called. into |

counsel from time to time, but 8ir John Simon whose

membership of the Conference was a very shadowy

offair I preocoupied with other urgent questions.
.Bomé discussion ie- gofug: onabout:the . precise

arrangementa to be . made:-for setting, up: the- Joing
Seleot Committes which is to: examine the Govern- {
ment’s proposala previous to the drafting .of s Bill. | .

Usually the members of a Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittos are nominated by the Selection Committees
_(appointed by both : Housen -af the beginning-of the
sepaion) in consultation: with: the -Government and
the Party Whips, The Joint - Committes. whieh -is

to sit on the India Bill will be a very spacial affair, .|

in the composition of which the Government (as weli’
as other people ) will ba exceptionally conocerned,

Persumably -its Parliamentary personnel: will
coneist: of an equal number of Lords+and Commoners
—probably ten or ‘s -dosen of each—with! the Lord
Chanocellor ss Chairman.. The .proportions :of the
Committee must, of course, conform more or less- to
the political texture of the two Houses, and in" this"
oase oonsideration will have to bs given to the olaims-
of the diehard section of -the Tory- Party. :Mr.:Chup:
chill and his friends haveall ! slongremphasised the
importance which they attach to this..body. and the
Government must ses to it that. it secures s work-
ing majority of its own. This majority, however,
need not necessarily be of a- party complexion,*ns it-
is obvious that on- all vital issues ik will be' able to
depend--upon the' Bupport of the nominees of the
Liberal Party. ,

BEGUM SHAR NAWAZ..

Begum Shah Nawaz gave an. At Home” Ipst
Monday to s number of representative -women. In
" a short address whioh she delivered to her assembled
guests, she briefly ran over the field of women’s
politioal activity in Indis, and then dwelt on the
problem of equal franchise qualifications for women
as for men, If equslity is claimed and granted she
recognised that the number of women - voters put on
to the roll would be less than two milliond, a number
80 low as to be almost negligible and which ‘'would
in eoffect give to women ratherthe shadow than the -

{ millions six-huandred thouaand,. -

Y

The .question of  differential -qualifications for~
women, she said, has been referred baok to the-Gov--
ernment of India and . the.-Provinoial Governments.
This gives the women of Indis a chanece to formulate.
new proposals; It is evidently essential that promi- -
nent and: leading- women workers In Fndia should
meet- together as soon as poasible to consider carefully
the question .and endeavour .to. find some means
which would either ensure their full voting strength, .
or at least seoure the number of women votera
recommended - by'the Lothian Committes, that is, six

Miss: Mary Pickfard,- who wah present, spoke -

| nfter the Begnm, warmly supporting all that had been

said, and stating:that the. Lothian Committee were-
not wedded to the proposals of enfranchising the
wives and ‘widows to secure & ‘suitable’ number, of
women on'the rotl if- a better - way could beé found.
They ‘had:only “fallon’ back: on that after: exploring: -
other fields andifinding shemi-bisnk: The question of
first importanoce-at the.meoment,-she -considered, was
to seoure by.-some means the -enfranchisement of- a.
sufficient number of womeén 86 that their influence
ocould be folt in the mew Comstitution: = B
, 'Miss® Eleanor Rathbone ‘also*spokad, 'expressing:
similar sentiments, and-assuring-the wowent of India.
of the support. thattheir struggleifor adequate re-
presentation will receive from the women here.
't The importance of nominating women to the-
j oint Select ©Gommittestms not' been- overlooked by-
women's societieain Britain andsépresentations have
already.gone forward, a few; weeks ago, to.the proper-
authorjties uzging that-women shall be appointed so-
that the’' woman’s point of view shall be propetly pus-
forward and her voice heard. . _
‘A SUMMING UF OF THE CONFERENCE,
. . The Lord Chancellor presided at a meoting of the-
East India Association onthe 16th January, at which.
- Mr. Hugh Molson, a cléver youngCoxservative M. P,
sead a.paper ot “ The Third Round Table :Confererros:
gnd After.” .The paper was little'more than & bald:
summary.of themain diseussions -ak the. .Conference,
described by.one who is “in full sympathy with the
‘ Government's polioy. It Waa rather surprising to find
that theonly:oriticism that the ~optimistic’ lesturer:
encountered was that which-came’from suoh diehards-
, 48 Sir :Patriok Faganand Mi, i E::Woolacott. They:
. gnd their friends appeared to be-well -Tepresented, and-.
' they seemed not at all abashed by the exposure which .
"'Thé Times has beeti’ giving them this week of the-
i peouliny - propagandist - methods- of that* discredited
) qoterie { mainly exigineered by Sir Michael O’Dwydr-
. and-Sir Reginald - Craddock ), the Indian Empire:
fsociety- RFE : - o . .n -
. . Sir Hubert Carr spoke-mare or less osutiously for
the Federal. Scheme and the - reforms which - must
‘ folléw in its wake, but he rather gave the impression
'that' the' Buropsan- community in ‘India' would only
, be: accepting of necessity what ‘it would no longer
) have the power to avoid.. R _
THE LORD CHANCELLOR'S PREDIOTION.-
- i - It fell to Lord Bankey, epeaking’ from the chair-
| at the end of the meeting,4o repel the attack the dies
, hards had made on the Round Table: Conference. In
his speeches on Indis the Lord Chancellor always.
 gives the ‘impréssion of being well. ahead of hia-
" dolleagues, but unfortunately we du" not ‘so¢ enough
; fruit -developing' from his-well-meaning advances.”
y He was lavish in his praise‘of Sir Samuel Hoare and
quite a number of others. - If seft: words -could turn
away wrath, then Lord Sankey would I_xava satisfied
'India1dng 8go, but words without actions produce
‘little" or- mo result, so the" problems of India-

d

substance of their requirements,

continue,
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One great principle, said Lord Sénkey, had been |

-established beyond dispute, namely, that in any
future constitution there must “be responeibility at
-the Centre, and he gave his hearers to understand that
80 far as he was concetned he wanted this responsi-
‘bility to be of a substantial and far-reaching chara-
oter. He agreed with Sir Hubert Carr that it was
not much use providing people with 4 constitution
“unless they were entrusted with the mansgsment and
oontrol of their financial affairs, but it that connec-
tion he trotted out the old saw that “it is unwise to
swop horses when crossing a stream, the polnt being
that there never was such an awkward time ia the
finaneial history of the world Bs we are now facing,
eonsequently thero must be adequate safegusrds for
the preservation of India’s pregent high credit, ‘

But the Lord Chancellor warned his hearers that
the success of Wederation might be considerably
lesgened by delay. He paid u sincere fribute to the
pationce which the Indian people had hitherto dis-
played. Hisone fear was, he said, that, unless they
could get & move on and.make up their minds rapidly
but not too rapidly, India would have some reason
for saying “We have been put off,”” and in that case
their difficulties wculd bacome greater than they
were to-day. He also urged the Princes to Ist the
Government know very soon what they were going
to do about coming into the Federation.

Having done his best to correct the oroakings of
the dichards, Lord Sankey rounded off his opbimgisbio
remarks by confidently prophesying that, although
there might be great difficulties. ahead, they wonld
see, during the lifetime of the present Parliament,
the passing of an Aot whereby the ambitions of India
would be very largely satisfied.

GANDHLII'S RELEASE,

Despite the fact that a promise in effeot seemd
to be given at the close of the last Round Table Con-
ferenoe that the Joint Sslect Commithes should be
empowered to confer with representatives of Indian
opinion, the lenders of the greatest party of Indian
pol;twa] opinion , remain in jail. The extremely
serious problem that such a position gives rise to
oa.tm_ot ba too strongly expressed and unceasing efforts
oontinue on this side for the release of Mahatma
Gandhi and his fellow-workers, : '

A letter dealing with the urgenay of the quegtion

appears in this week's .New Statesman and the-

Manchester Guardian signed by a number.of influen-
tinl names. But if al} we hear is true, it iz not :he

British Government thet needs convinoing of the:

urgenoy of this matter but the Indian Government,
The hope that ia ocarried here is. that if sufficient
Pressure is pub on from this side the Indian Govern-

ment must give way. So agitation must be oontinued’

until the day is won.

Deviews,

AN ENGLISHMAN'S VIEW OF GANDHI
GANDHI AND THE INDIAN PROBLEM. By
E. G. HART. (Hutchinson) 18cm. 155p. 2/-

THE suthor has taken speoial pains to mastar his

fubject and is svidently an admirer of Mr. -G i
."Hehas narrated the main incidents of Mr -Ga?::l‘li:til'.:;
life with admirable skill and faithfuiness, How-
ever hia e.nttem'pt to reconcila his respect for Mr.
Gandhi with his imperialistic outlook has not been
‘éery successfu], He regards that the whole keoy fo
andhi’s charaoter is that he is asaint with a second-
rate intellectand that it is this second-rate intellegt
‘which is responsible for Mr, Gandhi's politioal em-:

‘raticism. In his fondness for originality, the author

rogards Mr. Gandhi’s attitude towards the ‘Britisher
&8 being strongly coloured by - personal feelingm. “I
could not help thinking that a psyocho-analyst would
find that his rebuff at Rajkot in 1892, which he him-
self says changed the whole course of his life, perhaps
addadtoa much slightet one of the then Politioal Agent
at Rajkot having refused to prant him a scholarship
for England, are at the root of the eanker which has
made him pull in the opposite direction to us -these
last twelve years” (p.120). Incidentally we may
remark that Prof. Hart has the unfortunate knack of
finding wrong meaning in many of Mr. Gandhi's re-
marks, It is perfectly true, but not in the. sense in~
tended to be conveyed by Prof. Hart, thet the zebuff
of 1892 changed the whole ocourss of Mr. Gandhi’s
lifs by eonferring upon him the leadership of South
African {ndians, Towards phe end of his book Prof.
Hart says : “Mr. Gandbi does not believe himse]f to
be clever and I think his present trouble -is that he
has lost eonfidence in himgelf., He has refusad offars
to go to America saying he hias no confidence ip hav-
ing a message to deliver” (p. 154). What Mr. .Gandhi
said was this: “I must resisi the temptation, for I can
make noeffective appeal to the people of that great
continent unless I make my position good wiih the
intellectuals of India. IfI go to Amerioa or Europe
I must go in my sirength and not in my weakness, I
mean the weakness of my ‘country. For the whole
schemse for the liberation of India is based upon the
development of internsl strength. Until I can give an
ocular demonsiration of the efficacy of my methods,
I feel that I must cotinue to preach from the narrower
Indian platform.” o ‘

The author’s elaborate attempt to ehow that India
ia not poor as she is made out to be and that Britain
is not responsible for her poverty is ingenious, but
nothing more. Hae is also uncharitable, to say the
least, to the Indians when he says: “It is becaunse we
atill ses the epirit that snimated the massacre of
Cawnpore in 1857 abroad in the Jand in the murder of
Englishmen and English women that wa fesl we
oannot safzly surrender pontrol” (p. 152). This hostile
attitude of the author has vitiated the whole of his
handling of the Indian problem. ' ,

There are several important misstatements in
the book, For instance, while writing about the
Uity Conference.of January 1922, the author writes:
“Suddenly in the midst of & Conferenge, which might
have useful results, he nullifies the wbole by the
despatoh of an ultimatum which the Viceroy could
bardly fail to conneot with the ofher members of the
Conference as well as himself, To me the action
seems unpardonable” (p. 78). It may be pointed out
ithat no such ultimatum was sent by Mr. Gandhi
while the Couference work was going o, . Again on
the authority of Bryant, the author remarks that
“Maulana Hazrat Mohani, at one time a farvent

‘| follower of Gandhi, quarrelled with him and the

Hindus generally on learning by statistica that
ninety-five out of every hundred who had gone to
prison and that ninety-rine and & half ‘per cent. of
those who bad resigned their Government posts had
been M ahomedans” (p.136). '

In spite” of all such blemishes, this. book,
“hurriedly written” as it is, is-readable. . ‘

' ' A,

REASON IN RELATION TO LIFE.
THE MODERN THEME. By JOSE ORTEGA Y. GAS"
S8ET. Tre. from the Spanish by JAMES CLEUGH.
(C. W. Daniel, London,) 1931, 20om, 152p. 6/~
THE course of human history is not (what histozians

{usually tell us) either & collection of the biographiea
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of certain extraordinary individuals or a striotly
prediotable sequence of events governed solely by
sociologioal laws. It is in reslity m succession of
‘generations’, each one of which has a unique misaion
of its own, (@enerstions like individualas often fail
to undergtand and realise their proper mission, The
present generation in Europe is one of such failures,
*Not undersianding its own mind it is unable to work
for and achieve.what alone will satisfy its innermost
promptings.

To understand an age or a generation we must
refer to its oharacteristic produets in art and science
rather than its politioal beliefs and practice; for
politios are but a bye-product of the scientific out-
look of & people. So judged, we find that at present
people in Europe have arrived at a atage when the
values of rational culture, which exolusively occupi-
ed men's attention during the last two thoumand
vears, do not convince or eatisfy. The alternative
ocoasionally attempted in history denying all objest-
ive value and truth seems equally unacceptable,
‘Wo realise, though vaguely, that the proper way to
acoount for all the facts of lifeis to give up the
false notion of a culture which has existence or
value independently of the vital forces of life, Nie-
tzeche who heralded this great truth for the first time
in Europe was not understood and like all pioneers
spent his entire atrength in the mere negative work
of protest.

Culture is valuabie—most objectivley 80 ; never-
theless it is essentially grounded in vitsl existence.
Thought, emotion, desire have 8 very real basis in
and purpose for our organic existence, They can-
not aurvive in abstraction from life—nor deserve to,

The best of present-day science and art are
inspired by and tend to the fuller establishment of
such a view, The greatest of modern theoretical
aochievements—Prof. Kinstein'a Theory of Relativity—
properly understood, bas precisely this lesson to
temch, It is (in spite of its name ) & radieal improve.
ment on what we usually understand by relativism
and in fact points ot the way to the only scund
absolutism or objectivity. It in effect substitutes
as truly objective, the sum-total of innumerable
concrete points of view of actual beings for the
imaginary abstraction of a point of view apart and
above us all which has so far been preached by sci-
enoce and philosophy. We must learn to study the
charaoter of the mission of our generation from the
Theory of Relativity and such other spontaneous
creations in present ecience and art, Wo shall find
in it the solution to all our difficulties in theory
or practice.

Suoh, in brief outline, is the message of this
remarkable bock, The author is an intfellectual
leader of modern Spain and also a sgtatesman
in direct touch with practical affairs, Through-
out the book there are constant references to the
disintegration in the social and politioal life of
Spain and although the outlook is by no means pro-
vinoial it is easy to see that the speculations are not
the result of mere intellectual curiosity.

But there is little doubt that the mind working
on the material is by inclination theoretical. Indeed
it would be diffioult to find s more confident advo-
cacy of the power and importance of thoughé than
we find in the introduotory portions of this book.
And even apart from such direct advooacy the entire
treatment abounds in daring speculative adventures
worthy of the Greek thinkers with whom the suthor
so empbatically disagrees. :

It is impossible in a short review like the present
.to disouss with any adequacy the numercus fruitful
suggestions made during the course of -the main

argument. There are in all three supplements to the
book out of which two are of such importance that-
they deserve a separate review by themselves. The

Sunset of Revolution is s novel study of first
principles In politics, scciology and history. In
this connexion the suthor enunciates the apparently-
pura_dgxxcal_proposition that those nations are most

tradﬂ:}onal in their outlook who have little of actual

tradition to fall back upon. The other supplement on

the Theory of Relativity also contains some intrigus-
ing material fpr the lover of speculation. Mention
may be made in this connection of what the author-
calls Uchronianism. (p. 146. )

. The central thesis of the book concerns the rela--
tion of Reason to-Life and the author's contention is
that European thinkers following the lead of Socrates-
h_ave been giving exclusive imporiance to the catego-
ries of: Reason which in reality is only an abstraction.
Ingemous and even earnest as the exposition on this
point is, it does not carry comviction, One cannot-
help feeling that the sly Socrates (against whose dis-
covery of the World of Reason the srgument is
directed) wounld not find much difficulty in asking
embarrassing questions about the proposed substitute
for Reason. For is not the so-cslled stream of life
only a new eategory of Reason mote incltieive perhaps
than those that went before, but still a category
How else ie it to bedistinguished from life as a fact—
life as unconsciously lived by us all—a distinction
rightly emphasised by the author himself? It is
assumed by the author that Reason is an abstraction,
whereas the advocates of Remson bave always em-
phasised that Reason is concrete and individual. It
is admitted that the worship of Reason has resulted in
all the brilliant discoveries which have made Europe
what it is; it is not explained why such an essentially
elastic and living principle must be given up just
because we are in certsin provinees of experience on-
the eve of another fresh discovery,

But the practical message of the book remains
nevertheless a worthy and a most opportune one. It
tells us that the ills of life like its goods ultimately
come from men’s ideas ; that the best cure therefore
for the present disintegration in all spheres of life is-
a reasgegsment of our ideals and values. The ideals.
of our forefathers cannot be useful to ws any more-
than their garments,

This message has been expounded in the book.
with great earnestness and splendid intellectual
ingenuity. Woe in India to whom the book is not:
directly addressed have not less to learn from it
than the Europeans. Wo too feel that the entire fa-
bric of our social and cultural environment is erying
for frash adjustment. Indeed our problems are even
more complex than those of the Westerner; for
besides the difficulties of transition we have also
to face those arising out of a comingling of cultures.
At such a juncture a fresh, vigorous and earnest
survey of first principles such as is contained in thie.
book is invaluable. _

The style is charaoteristically continental and
along with the content shows Nietzsche's influence.

P. R. DAMLE.

ECONOMIC REVOLUTION IN ENGLAND.
THE ECONOMIC HISTORY COF ENGLAND-
(1760-1860), By ARTHUR REDFORD, {(Long--
mans, London.) 1931, 20cm, 221p. 3/6.

THE book under review gives the details of the
revolution in the economie structure of the country,
brought about by England’s industrial expansion
and takes the year 1760 as the starting point. A
study of the cotton industry alone explains fully the-
trend of the industrial changes. Manchester and.
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“Liverpool becama the centres of cofton manufacture,

.28 Iater on Birmingham became the home of the iron
industry. A number of mechanical inventions like
Hargreave's Spinning Jenny, Arkwright's Water
Frame, Crompton’s Mule aud the Power Loom of Ed-
ward Cartwright revolutionised the cotton industry.
The increasing use of machinery naturally gave e
gtimulus to the mining industries. Even steam asa
power was employed by the invention of Watts
. steam-ongina in 1769. These mechanics]l devices
alone could not have achieved much. The indusiries
had to be organised on & capitslistic basis, In this
. connection we coma aoross the names of Peel, Grant,
Robert Owen, ete. They were what may be called
. the “Captains of Industry.” |
Similarly, s number of changes took place in the
agricultural organisation. Through the process of
““gnclosures’, small holdings almost disappeared
giving place tolarge farms. The evicted tenants and
labourers migrated to growing towns to swell the
ranks of the industrial labourer.

As a result of these ohanges, England secured
almost all the markets of the world for ker manu-
:factured goods. Waalth poured into the country sas
it had never done before. This énabled England to
fight the Napoleonic wars successfully. But this
revolution was not an unalloyed blessing. It brought
forth certain probiems which have not even yel been
solved. It gave birth to a class of wage-earners who
_are totally dependent on their employers. This
created & big guif between the twb classes, which has
been widening ever aince. This has led to the so-
.called “class war”, To miligate the evils of this
ciass warfare a number of reforms were introduced
batween 1815~60, The author devotes the second
part of the book to this subject. Suach social legisla-
tion is a faature of our own times too.

This book is of special valua to the Indian reader
as this country is on the threshold of gigantio indus.
trial ohanges. Itisa oomprehensive book for the
students of economio history and ought to be pres-
-cribed for the B, A, (Economios Eonours) course.

M. 8. CHEEMA.

CEYLON & INDIAN FEDERATION.

" INDIA AND CEYLON: A FEDERATION. A
NEW EFFORT IN HISTORY. By KALMANE,
(King.) 1932. 200m, 128p. 4/—

THIS book is bound to interest the student of polities,
-ag the author puts forwarda vigorous plea for the
unifieation of Ceylon with tha Federal Government
of India of thefuture. By abrilliant survey of the
cultural, political and economio history of the island
and the mainland, the author proves conolusively
that all the necessary conditions of a federal union
are pregent in the oase of India and Ceylon, It was
the fiat of imperial policy that made Caylon a
Crown Colony in 1798, butthe fight for political
freodom and constitutional advancement in Ceaylon
has run on lines parallel to those of the mother coun-
{ry.. Edonomioally, both India and Ceylon have been
nndergoing the effects of the industrial revolution.
The author points out how both India and Ceylon
stand to gain by federation, especially the latter on
aocount of her association with the former whose
-aconomio oonditions are more or less the same, If
Ceylop is allowed to join with the Indian Federation
she would ocoupy the same piace as any othar auto-
aomous province like Bombay or Madras.. On the
vther hand, if Ceylon were grantad responsible gov-
ernment without being allowed to join the Indian
Fedaration, how will she provide herself with her
dofenoce and counteract the temptation she holds out

to many an ambitious nation in the KEaat and
inthe West ? : _

With regard tothe argument that India and
Ceylon cannot federate without the oconsent of the
Briiish Parliament and that Britain would not give
its assent because it would be against her interests,
the author points out how the various provinces of tha
Australian Commonwaealth before their Federation in
1900 were administered separately, and yet they were
allowed to federate without prejudicing English in-
terests. Besides, Saskatchewan and.Manitoba were
separate entities before they eamse into the Canadian
Federation, aud yet their union with Canada did
not result in any lossto England. Hence the author
concludes that a seli-governing and united Indian
Federation in which Ceylon is included, will be a.
groat asset to Britain. : o

The book is well-written, though there are re-
petitions here and there.

M.V, SUBRAHMANYAM.

CHINA’S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS.
CHINA TO-DAY. ECONOMIC. By J. B. COND-
LIFFE. ( World Peace Foundation, Boston.)
1932. 20cm. 214p, $2°50,

THIS is the result of long, patient and sympathetio
resasrch of the economic conditions of China, by one
who has contributed much to the preparation of the
League of Nations World Economic Survey. The
author has utilised all possible research materiais
collected by economists, Cninese and foreign. The
area of Chinaincluding Mongolis, Sinkiang, Tibet, and
Manchuria is 4}4 million square miles, or 25%, greater
than that of the United States. Chine proper alone.
cavers an area of about £ million square miles. The-
estimates of the present popnlation of China accord-:
ing to different authorities vary from 450 to 480
millions. Thua China, occupying an extensive ares
and coniaining m substantial portion of human
gooiety, interests the world more and more; and the
world’s future prosperity cannot be planned without
giving due consideration to China and her affairs,
She is having economio, political and social uphea-
vals; and so 8 study of her conditions is not easy.
Moreover the student does not enjoy the facilities
which he does in other countries ; and China, yet in
her wheel-barrow stage, presents him with varied
difficulties,

The author gays : “In considering the economic
problems of China it would apparently not ba safe to
reckon upon a lower figure for the total population
than 450 millions”. The eastimates of the annual
increage of population vary from 6 to 10 per thousand.
These figures may not be quite correct, but there is
no denying the fact that China has a teeming popu-
lation, which is fast muitipiying, subjest only to the
positive checks of Malthus—war, disease, famine and
misery. The density of population is too muech in
cortain areas. Neither emigration nor industrialisa-~
tion oan be a remedy for this large increasa in
population.

China is an agricultural country, 757 of hear
population living on land, Resonrceful and ingeni-
ous as the Chinese are, they have not neglected possi-
bilities of bringing in new areas under oultivation..

But less fertile areas are not being properly made-

use of as the Chinese are not accustomed to large- -
soale farming, Land-holdings are emall and fields
minute and soattered; the whola system of farming
reats upon the exploitation of human labour, as the
cheapest source of power: and the need of the
peasant is so great that he is in an extremely weak
bargaining position. The landlords, though the

_aggregavion of their holdings is not counspiouously
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1arge, aré able to exact rentals much heavier than in
other 1ands. It has been estimated that rentals are
20% greatet than is warranted by theé contribution of
the latdiord to the jolitt enterprise. Naturaily the
standard of living of thé Chinese is Very low. The
intense cultivation on traditional lines ean be
improved in many ways, The lack of marketing
facilities, the internal custoths, viried currencies, and
political confusion, all add fo the difficulties of the
agricultural producer., Again the primary producer
is not able to command cheap short term credit, and
the cooperative movement is only now beginmning to
take fodgt. Privafe initiativé being unable to solve
thes¢ difficuléies, Government is how trying to
initiaté the policy of agricultural reorganisation, best
suited to her needs,

There ate about 2000 towns in China, but the
prosperous ones are the coastal ones like Shanghai,
Rural unemployment, internal disorder, the presence
of foioigners and theif capitsl have all given an
impetus to the growth of these coastal towns, The
urban problems are not &0 much those ereated by
the grawth of factories and faetory conditions as the
more fundamental ones of finding employment, and
providing decent enviroimental conditions fof those
who have crowded from arn over-populated country-
pide. Large-seale industry has made only a reoent
beginning in China and that whioh is mow styled
a8 large-scale is in a traditional stage. The new
Government is influenced by the rapid march of her
neighbours, and .wants to have a progressive in-
dugtrial policy for China., The Postal and Railway
system has already beén now nationalised, and the
tariff policy of the Government is such as to
promote production while not totally unmindful
China has enough
coal, net to spesk of her ‘white coal’. Labour is
ohesp but inefficient and the cosb per unit is greater.
Labour conditions are mot gquite satisfactory, but
there is a strong Trade Union movement, which is
unde? the thumb of the Goveroment:

The new Government is putting forth Herculean

efforts to set right the country’s finances, but has |

not yvet succeeded in its task. China’s revenues are
mainly spent in unproductive ways as in defence,

civil government, indemnities, and interest on |

foreign loans. The credit of the Government has been

recently rehabilitated by the genius of Dr. Boong, |

the Finance Minister, China is deeply indebted, but

her national debt is not frightening when compared |

to other countries. The Government is seeking the
aid of foreigh countries and very willingly naccepts
help rendered by the League of Nations and other
organisations,
plicated and cumbersome. The copper and silver
ooins in cireulation are not fiat currency but so much
merohandise. The tael—the silver unit—is different
in different places and historically it represents a
weight. There are in oirculation many foreign
dollars and these add to the prevailing confusion.
“In China the intricacies of domestic exchange make
the ordinary foreign exchange complicstions seem
like kindergarten problems.” Banking on the
‘Western scale is just beginning to take root and the
two important banks are the Bank of Chioa and the
Bank of Communications. The EKemmerer Com-
mission of 1929-30 has given the new Government &
programme of Currency Reform and Banking deve-
Jopment, but only with the consolidation of political
power is such & programme workable.

The foreign trade of China is very little when

considered per oapita. Bhe has not kept paoe with

The ourreney of China is most coms |

og.her nations, and has lost her tea expori to her new
rivals, Butshe has greater sxports of soya beans
and cake. Of late sha imports more of raw
materials and less of manufactured goods—a sign
of increasing attention paid to industries, -

India, too, bas many of these problems to face-
and solve, and the most pressing one is, as in China,
that of over—population, which needs to be very-
effectively ) ochecked, The solution sesms to be-
greater agricultural and industrial preduction lead-
ing to a higher standard of living of the masses,

N.8. 8.
SHORT NOTICE.
THE 9TH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BHIL
SEVA MANDAL, DOHAD, FOR 1930-1931.
THIS is 8 neatly got-up and well-illustrated report

of the work done among the Bhils of Dohad and
Jhalod, in the Pacchmahals District in a modest and

‘unassuming way, by the workers of the Bhil Sova

Mandal which bas opened eight ashrams and twd

‘schools, where 400 Bhil students receive a training

specially suited for them. It is refreshing to learn
that there is co-education Here. Every branch of
the Mandsl has a dispendary attached to it and the
Bhils are helped in meintaining their self-respeot,.
sgainst the encroactiments of over-zealous Govern-
ment officials on the same. The Mandal is self-
sufficient in the matter of clothing and eloth require-
ments. . } _

It remains to point oub that the president of the
Mandal is Sjt, Amritlal Thakkar, of whom Mahatma
Gandhi says, in a short letter prefacing the report,
that he is one of those who keep and give an account
of every Minute spent, reminding one of the
Miltonic phrase ‘ as ever in my great Task~Master's
eye.' ' _

J. J. VAKIL,
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