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Goyics of the Werk,

Sacramental Scavenging.

THE Mshatma sprung another surprise last
weok-end by entering on another fast, which happily
lasted but one day only, though there is still the
danger of its resumption. The facts of the oase seem
to bo as follows. Mr, 8. P. Patwardhan, one of the
select dizciples of the Mahatms, and now a civil
disobedience prisoner in the Rathagiri jail, desired to
be given the task of scavenging in the jail. Permie-
gion waa refussd by the Jail authorities, upon
which Mr. Patwardhan went on a low-ration strike ;
he cut dows hia food eonsumption to a small fraction
of the normnl, Persistence in this course was bound
to lead to his slow death by starvation. The Mahatma
oame to know of thisand made representation to the
Government. that Mr, Patwardhan should ba allowed
his wish. It was turned down. The Mahatms him.
gelf then went on a sympathetio: hunger strike, The
Inspector-General of Prisons promised to take up the
matter o the Government and persuaded the Mahatmu
in the meanwhile o suspend his fast. The Mahatma
did so, reserving to himself the right- to resume it if
he did not get aatisfactioni

TRy

*

The Mahatma's action in putting his ewnilife in
jeopardy in order to save that of his comrade is cer-
tainly most ~chivalrous and-honourable, and will
wring admiration -even from his hostile critics, But
even his friends. and admirera may well - doubt
its justifioation. All - hoaour again to Mr. Patwar-
dhaa for his. high-minded resolve to demonstrate in
his own .pergon thab soavenging ' was - ne - ignoble
profession, that it rwes a8 honourable-as any uther,
and .thas -ita- followers should not be -looked down
upon:as untouchabies but honoured and thanked for
doing & very necessary service to-society. But hels
a .prisaner.in . jail. and -the Mahatme himself had
ordained thet while in prigon the jail disoipline
should be cheerfully submittéd to, exoept when one's

conscience was outraged. By no strotch of imagina--
tion can scavenging in the jails be said to be a matter
of conscience, If Mr. Patwardhan is keen .on
scavenging he msay séek opportunities for it when
he comes out of jail. His example might well reform
and revolutionise the profession. But that is best
inaugurated outside the jail. Ingide the jail his claim"
might lead to disorganisation of routine, for his
zeal for scavenging is, we take it, more sacramental
than serviceable. The manner of his protest hag
placed not only his own life but that of the Mahatma

also in peril,
* *

_ The Mshatmea may well have attempted to save
his chela’s life by persuading him to abandon his ides.
of soavenging in the jail and his slow starvation
gtrike. Instead, he goes on a sympathetio fast, Itis
difficult to follow the Mahatma in bthis step of his.
We ocotifesss to & feeling of futility in attempting to
reason with him. He has again and again repeated
that he enters on his fasts at the call of God, Wheas
ways are mysterions and ivscrutable and transcend
reason, We may discuss and debate the ways of per-
sons who base their actions on human reason and then
invoke the blessings of God on their enterprises,
But to oast a doubt on the acts of the inspired is to
guestion the dirsct commands of God and this would
be bootless blasphemy.

-+

* *

The Government for their part might have been
moré ‘imaginative and acocommodating. After all,
Mr. Patwardhan's case is unique. Not many cases.
of the kind will occur, It may be that amateurs at
scavenging will be less efficient than professionals
and will only add to the work, But by takingupa
rigid attitude, they have not avoided trouble but only
inoreased it many times. The question has agsumed
an all-India oharacter, and quite unnecessarily so,
involving, as it may be thought, the prestige of
the ‘Government. Nevertheless, we hope Government
will ' gee' their way readily to~grant the permission
agkeil for and let all those who ars keen on scaveng-
ing - do 8o to their hearts' content, even if it involved
going over the whole work again by professional
bhangis. All that they meed ‘do “is to protect them-
pelves against a possible oharge of baving given
soavenging work to high-dlass Hindud in order ko
humiliste them. This ‘can be done by getting the
prisoners to say in writing that the work was
assigned to them at their owan request.

» * *

An Intquitoas Decision.

THE imposition of a collective fine of Rs, 80,000
on Chittagongas & punitive' measuredgainst the terro-
rist outrages taking place there, with' such "painful
frequency, has recently - been notified by the Bengal"
Government.: It has also been made clear that the -
fine would be recovered only from the Hindu
residents, In his spesch delivered in Caloutta last
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week on the cceasion of the St, Andrews’ dinner, the
Governor of Bengal tried to justify this discriminatory
policy. His main excuse for it in effect was that as
persons Involved in the outrages were found to have
belonged to the Hindu community and as the Hindu
inhabitants failedto give information about texrorists
there was nothing wrong in throwing the entire
burden of the fine exclusively upon that community.

Whatever the truth in the Governor's aspersions
on the Chittagong Hindu community, the Bengal
Government's decision is pure to strike all normally
minded persons as unjust and iniquitous. In the first
place, this “crude and unsatisfactory instrument”
deserves severe condemnation because it hits the in-
nocent slong with the guilty. In the second place,
the blame sttributed by His Excellency to the locsl
Hindu community for its alleged {ailure toco-operate
with the authorities in tracing terrorists presupposes
the possession of the necessary information on its
part. For aught we know, the Governor's assumption
may be wholly unfounded. Unlike other political
parties, the terrorists work insecret and underground;
and informstion about their movements or intentions
}s by 510 menns easy to get even by their relatives or

riends.

The activities of the inhabitants of a particular
locality resulting in the formation of walch and
whrd committees had apparently convinced the local
QGovernment of their bona fides to the extent of
temporarily suspending the collection of the fine
from them. With the best will in the world the
locality found itself unable to assist Government by
information; but the reward for its goodwill has been
that it has been ordered to shoulder its part of the
burden of the fine! Does this not prove the utter
-unfoundedness of Sir John Anderson’s assumption
that the Chittagong Hindus do posaess information
leading to the apprenension of terrorists which they
wantonly refuse to place at Government's disposal
out of a spirit of non-co-operation? The fact really
seems to be that as elsewhere the general community
in Chittagong is law-abiding and free from compli-
city in terrorist activity and it is invidious to
diseriminate against one section, as the Bengal
Government bas apparently made up its mind to do.

»* * *

Linseed.

IN our issue of week before last we said that
when the question of giving preference to empire
linseed was considered in the House of Commons on
31st October the British Government admitted the
ueed for allowing a drawback on exports of manufac-
tures in which foreign linseed had been used, but
they were not prepared without further consideration
t o issue orders to this effect without referring the
inatter to the Import Duties Advisory Commitbes,
&8 they had been urged to do by their critics. The
question was raised again two days later, and the
Secretary to the Board of Trade snnounced that as
the Advisory Committee was prepared, contrary to
the general apprehensions on the subject, to consider
applications for a drawback without delay, and even
before the formal passage of the Ottawa Agreements
Bill into law, there was no reason for Government
to depart from the usual practice of submitting all
such cases for examination by the Committee.
Whatever be the machinery that is used for applying
the drawback system, there is no question that a
drawback will come to be automatioally, granted to
all exporters of goods manufactured from forsign

linseed.
L ] * *

IF it be true, as is obvious, that the drawback

will amount in practice to the repesl of the import
duty on foreign lingseed, it seems very sirange that

no reference was made to this important change in
the Ottawa agreements in the course of the debate in
the Assembly by any official member, Surely it
cannot be that the Government of India was not
made aware of the British Government’s intentions.
‘These were announced in Parlisment on $nd Novem-
Yar, and Sir Joseph Bhore dweit at length on the
sdvantages which India sbood to gain from the duty on
foreign lingeed on Tth November. Indeed in his speech
Sir Joseph referred to the complaints which some
members of Parliament had made about the injury
the duty would inflict apon the British manufactur-
ers a8 proving that it was to the advantage of India,
but he did not mention in what way the DBritish
Government had agreed t0 meet those complaints,
Was it due to the fact that he was not fully informed
on the subject? It is difficult to make such an
assumption, but it is impossible to believe that
he delibergtely withheld from the Assembly the
information he had reteived on the subject. This

meatter surely requires to'be cleared up.
* &+ % *

THE Assembly Committee have cast a doubt upon
the estimate given by the Indian delegation in its
report that the preference would enable India to
increase the area under linseed by some two million
acres in a year or two., The Committee think that
the gap between the prices of Argentine and Indian
linseed is too great to be covered . by a 10 per cent.
duty, The Empire Marketing Board’'s racent public-
ation on "QOilseeds and Vegetable Oils” gives s table
of monthly average prices of Plate and Caloutta
linseed shipped to London for the years 1929, 1930,
and 1931, which shows that last year the price of the
Indian seed was from 19 to 39 per cent. above
that of the Argentine seed, or on an average the
former wasg 25:0 per cent, dearer than the latter. If
that is the case, it is not easy to see how a 10 per cent.
perference to Indian seed will be able to displace the
Argentine seed from the British market, as it is ex-
pected o do. But as we have shown above, even
this 10 per cent. preference has been practically
wiped out by the drawback system which the British -

Government has deoided to apply to foreign linseed.
* » %

U. P. Ordinance Bill,

THE U. P. Ordinance Bill was enacted into law
last week not, however, before the Opposition led by
Mr. Chintamani had suceeeded in amending it in some
important particulars in the direction desired by pub-
lic opinion. Indeed, it would be correct to say that
t1e non-official members in the U. P. Coincil were
able to introduee more improvements in the Bill as
officially drafted than those in any other provinecial
Couricil or for that matter, even in the Assembly.
Despite these desirable amendments, the measure, as
so pitbily pointed out by Mr. Chintsmani, becomes
only less objsctionable and can by no meansbe said
to be free from objection. Unlike similar legislation in
some other provinees, the T, P, Ordinance law would
not be automatically operative throughout the pro-
vinoe as soon as it is placed on the statute book; but
would have force only in those parts to which its
application is notified.

Its life was limited to three years by the
selsct commitiee, but popular representatives
were apparently unwilling to allow it to disfigure
the statute book even for that period. It was point-
ed out with gresat force that there was no reason why
the exeoutive should be armed with such wide and
arbitrary powers a8 were embodied in the Bill fora
longer period than one year and an amendment was:
moved which sought to allow only one year's lesse
of life to the.obnoxious Bill. In deference to public
opinion and following the precedent set by the
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Bombay legielative council, the U, P. Government
agreed to restrict its life to ona year in -the first ins-
tance, taking power to themaelves to extend it, as and
when necessary, for a maximum of two years more,
Oneof the amendments made by ihe select com-
mittee lays upon the executive the obligation of mnot
issuing any orders controlling the movements of sus-
pected persons before making itself acquainted with
whatthey had to submit in explanation or extenuation
of the objectionable act atéributed to them. It will be
observed that this provision is analogous to the one
introduced in the Bombay Bill by which the suspect-
ed person would be given an opportunity to rebut the
-acousations made againat him. The introduotion of
this provision cannot, in the exisfing circumstances,
be expected to result, in many cases, in the restora-
tion to liberty of persons officially regarded as in-
convenient, but is undoubtedly a step in the right
direction and givee a valuable opportunity to the ag-
grieved party to sbow how the Government’s disples-
sure in this case is undeserved. Xiven so it istoo
much to expeot the public to be unocomplainingly
reconciled to a piece of legislation which, after all is
said and done, cannot but be described as a serious

meneace fo popular liberties,
* * %+

Agrarian Trouble in Alwar.
1P press reports are to be trusted, the 1and polioy

of Alwar State would appear to have aroused deep |

disoontent in the peasantry. It is complained that
the land assessment ia heavier than in the adjoining
British territory, that it js realised without due
regard to the agriculturist’s condition and conveni-
ence, and that remissions snd suspensions are not
very much known in Alwar, The ryots are stated to
be dissatisfied with the forest poliey of the State
against which too they seem to -have many griev-
ances. The discontent is so deep and wide-spread in
a part of the State inhabited largely by a tribe known
as the Meos, which is not exclusively Hindu or
Muslim, that when the State officers went to collect
the State dues, they would appear to have been
assaulted and subjected to physioal violence,

The farmers in this part are also reported to have
purposely placed theroads leading to their villages into
complete disorder so as to make any more visits of re-
venue officers impossible, The aystem of licensing
achools recently introduced in the State, with a view,
it is officially pointed out, to ensuring a better con-
trol of instruction imparted in them, contributed its
own share in further complicating a situation whict

was none too easy. But apart from this there is.

little doubt that the trouble is essentially agrarian
and has led to the exodus of a considerable number of
Alwar ryota to Delhi and other adjoining British
distriots. .

In & recent public utterance the Maharaja
attributed it to instigation by outsiders. While it is
oconoeivable that outside agitators helped to aggravate
the situation it ismaking too heavy & demand oo
publio credulity to try to make it appear that but for
this outside intervention everything was easy and
smooth in the State. Surely outside intervention
cannot oreate discontent out of nothing. The matter
is really too merious to be 5o easily explained away,
The ryots’ complaints againat the State policy need
to be sympathetically looked into if s further wor-
sening of the situation ig to be avocided, It has been
made publio that the farmers’ grievanoces will be gone
into by the Revenue Minister alone. His inquiry
would doubtless have inspired greater public confi-
denoce if one or two non-officials enjoying the trust of
the people had been associated with him,

* + *

Untouchability.

THE All-Tndia, Anti-Untouchability Board held
ite first meeting at the Servants of India Society last
week-and and discussed its programme of work with
Mahatma Gandhi in the Yerawadsa Contral Prison,
The deliberatious referred mostly to organisation and
co-ordination of work, In defining $he objects and
soope of its work the Board was faced with the
difficulty of defining Untonchability and delimiting
its scope. No. simple and uniform defnition is
poseible for the whole of India, without doing posi-
tive injustice to certain communities which suffer
from disabilities but are not Untouchables as some
other communities are, The whole of the Hindu
Society iz a heirarchy of castes with grades and
shades of untouchability running through it, Ulti-
mately the following definition has been suggested:—

By Untouchability is meant the pollution of a
person by the touch or approach or sighé of
another person, but as the practice of classifying

- people as Untouchables in the differant provinces
does not always conform to the definition and
having considerad the variely of practice the

Servants of the Uutouchables Sociely has decided

for the time being to confine its activities to or

work for the removal of the following .among
other disabilities so as to secure for these classes
the sgame status as the other Hindus enjoy:— -

Prohibition to wuse public temples, wells, roade,

sohools, parks, dispensaries, hospitals, crematoria

and the like.

It is however understood that removal of Un-
touchability shall not include inter.dining as It
is generally understood or inter-marriage, )

This is a8 good a definition as can be evolved

under the circurstances.
» ¥ »*

Deccan Agricultural Association,

THE report of the Decoean Agricultural Associa-
tion for 1931-32 shows what rapid strides the rural
uplift work conducted under its auspices is making
year by year. Started in 1909, the Assooiation show-
od some praiseworthy activity -for about the first
twelve years of its life. It then lapsed into a state of
suspended animation, so much sothat'in 1929 it was
seriously considering the question whether it should
at all continue its uneventful existence and whether
the more straightforward course would not be to
announce formally its own olosure. When its affairs
weore in that deplorable condition it came under the
influence of Mr. G. K. Devadhar who has
baen since conducting its motivities with his cust-
omary zeal, The year under report witnessed o
further development of its work by the addition of
a water-finding department; The possibilities of the
poultry industry as an ocoupation subsidiary to agri-
oulture were being explored by fhe Association during
the year under report, but its investigations on the
subject had not concluded before the end of the year,
The public would doubtless be greatly interested in
the conclusions at which the Association might ar-
rive. A noteworthy feature of the Association's work
during the year waa the holdirg of the second session
of the Rural Uplift Conferenoe, to the sucosss of which
the presence in the chair of the Rajesaheb of Sangli
appears to have contributed not a littla. In explain-
ing the magnitude of the #ask before rural uplift
workers, the report does well to draw pointed attention
to some important facts dicclosed by the last census,
Provision for medioal relisf is deplorably deficient
in the villages and it has been oomputed that the
total of about soven lakhs of Indian villages oannot
boast of more than a thousand dispensaries or hospi-
tala! Another very disquieting cireumstance is thas
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out of the total indebtedness of the Indian peopla amo-
unting fo Rs. 1500 crores, nearly two-thirds or Rs, 950
crozes fulls to the lot of those living in_villeges,
The vastnegs of the problem ig indeed appalling and
requires the attention of numberlgss bodies like the
one whose work i ls noticed here,

+* *
Uplift of Untouchables.

EILSEWHERE are publxshed copious extracts from
the interesting annual report  of the work of the
Depressed Clagses Mission, Mangalore, which is one
of the oldest of indigenous institutions, at any rate
inthe Madras Presidency, for the uplift of the Un-
touchableés. It was founded by the late Mr. R. Ranga
Rao, who about a decade ago invited the Servants of
Indis Society to make themselves in a special mea-
sure resporisible for the continuance of his pioneer-
ing  work., Mr. R. Suryanarayana Rao has been a
most devoted Secretary of the Mission and his raport
indicates the progress of the insiitution, achieved in
the face of many difficulties and among them pyblic
apathy and financial depression, We hope the Mis-
aion will share in an ample measure the benevol-
ence genera.ted by the wave of enthusiasm for the
uplift of the Untouchables now passifig over the
country due to Mahatma Gandhi’s apostolic zeal for

the cause.
itirles,

R. T. C—SECOND WEEK.
SAFEGUARDS.

HE crueial question of Safeguards or restrictions
upon the powers of a responsible ministry in
the Provinces and at the Centre was discussed

in the R. T, C. last week, and the Goverment’s view
on it announced atthe end of it. It would appear
that the dlscusmon has served to dispel doubts on
both gides, the Indian delegation feeling that the
British Government is more friendly and sympathetio.
to their aspirations than they had hoped and the
Bntlsh delegatlon feeling that the Indian attitude is
more “reasonable and realistic than they had feared.
Sn- S, Hoare himself paid a compl;ment to the Indian
delega.tea in his spesch and he was complimented in
turn by members like Sir A. P.Patro and .other
members who are not amongst the most progressive
of Indlan delegates. But it should also.be remembered
that although Libersl delogates preferred to gxpress no
opinion, Mr. Kelkar, a strong Nationalist, was
optimistic, To the Loondon correspondent of the Hindu
he said" that to his thinking tha Govemment state-

.....

agit disclosed a desire to keep the GovernprgGenaral'
and Governor's powera within reasonable limifs.go
as not to impinge unduly on the Ministerial responsi-
bility, though, naturally enough, Mr. Kelkar would
not bind himself to a1l the provisions suggested by
Sir Samuel Hoare without full consideration.
Safeguards for Minorities—The safeguards to be.
insorted in the oconetitution for the protection of
minorities loomed very large in the discussionsin the,
amly pnrl: of the week. The Hindy a.nd Sikh dele-~
gates from the Punjab went the langth of asking that,
until the communsl award was drastically altered,
law and order should remain a reserved subject, and

in fact that no constitutional mdvance should be
made—at least in their province, Rapresentatives of
some other minorities like the European and Anglp-
Indian were willing to have law and order transfer-
red, but subject to certain reservations. The Governor
and Governor General must be endowed with special
powers. g0 that the polica woald be under their
special protection: The sama view was expreased by
Sir N. N: Sarkar on behaif of Bengal®Hindus. It was
slso suggested that the Govaernor angd the Governor
General should be required to consult an advisory
cominittee composed of members of important:
communities before they employ  their  extra-
ordinary powers for the preaervation of the public
peaca or the profeckion of minorities. But all
these; suggestions. were unacceptable to the
progresgive. section of the. Indian delegation who in-
sisted, first, that iaw and 'order must be exclusively
in the hands of the responsible minister, and, second-
1y, that the ngcessary protection should be given: to
the minorities by inserting provisioms to that effeot
in the fundamental part of the constitution which the

legislature should be effectnally prevented from re-

pealing or watering down and by entrusting the im-
plementing of these proyisions to the Supreme Couxt.

The Government did not accept the Iatter sugges-
tion, for they held that while a Charter of Minorities’
Rights might ugefu]ly find & place in the constitu-
tion, in which case all alleged infringements thereof
would come under the serutiny of the Courts, that
would not afford enough proteotion to the minorities.
It was necessary that the Governor and the Governor
Greneral should receive specific instructions to inter-
fera with the administration in certain circumstances.
What those oircumstances would be and what would
be the- extent and character of their interferenece
might be laid down in as precise terms as possible in
their Instrument of Instructions, but there was no
escape, they argued, from some kind of special
powers. being, oconferred upon tha heads:of. the.
Pravineces. and the country. In any case; the Bribish
delegation contended, 'this- safeguard avas. demonstir«
ably in ‘the interest of Indis herself. The sugges-
tion for setting up an advisory committee was
turned down, and quite. rightly too, for the reason
that, in the first: place, it would interpose -delay-
where possibly urgent action was of the first
importance, and, fn the second, it would only
transfer higher up the communal discord that might
oxist in the legislature and the  Cabinet, withdut
regolving it in any way. It might perhaps he observed.
that Mr, Chintamani at the firsk Round Table, Con-
ference agreed to- the insertion of a clause giving &
limited power to the Governor to override his Minis:
ters, if necessary, in discharge of bis spzcial respon-
sibilities towards minority commuunities, but subject
to this single qualification he insisted thatthe
Governor should in every respect be a thoroughly-
constifutional Governor under an obligation to ack
on the advice of his Cabinet, .'

Ressrved.-Subjects:—It is already common grounz'
between the Indian and British members of the
R. T. C. that all subjects in the central goverament
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ghould be fransferred to the control of the central |

legislature excepting two, viz. defence and foreign
relations, Paramountoy is not properly to be regarded
as a reserved subject; for it is a subjeot which is not,
like the above two, to ba temporarily excepted from
the ceptral legislature’s control, but which is altos
gether removed from the central government's juris-
diction, This position is made cléar in the statement
made by Sir Samuel Hoare. The Indian deraand is
that there are some minor matters connected with de-
fonce and external relations, in regard to which the
Minister in oharge may be made responsible to the
legislature instead of to the Governocr General, The
Government has agreed to look into this aspect of the
question. Atthe last R. T. C. the question of com-
meroial freaties with foreign countries was raised,
and it was asked that these should be in the portfolio
of the Commerce instead of in that of the External
Relations Minister. The relevant portion of the
fourth report of the Federal Structure Committee
may here be oited. “ Commeroisl, sconomic and
other relations,” it said, * would fall primarily
within the purview of the legislature and of mini-
sters responeible thereto; in so far, however, as
questions of the latter character might react on
political questions, a special responsibility will
devolve upon the Governor General to secure that
they are 80 handled s not to confliot with his res-
ponsibility for the conirol of external relations.” Sir
Samuel Hoare merely dotted the i's and erossed the
t's of this passage. The sotual conduct of the negotia-
tion of commeroial treaties may be in the hands of
the External Relations Minister but the Commerce
Minister will settle the poliocy so long as the com-
mercial relations do not trench wupon political
relations with foreign countries, in regard to which
the final authority is the Governor Genersl,

Indian. States.—Relations with Indian States
form a subject apart. Neither the central legislature
nor the central government will be concsrned with
it in any way; it will remain a speoial - charge of
the Governor General. Machinery will of
course be provided for adjudieating in disputes
between the federal government and the States or
between the Crown and the States, but in addition
both to the exeroise of the rights of parasmountey and
the adjustment of justiciable matters there is another
class of cases which for the first time the British
-Glovernment brought forward before the present
R. T. O. as requiring some special provision. The
recent disorders fomented in Kashmir by British
Indians from the Punjab were cited as an example,
In which intervention by an authority external to
the federal government was obviously TeCesSEATY.
Sir 8. Hoare therefore suggested that it would be
proper to provide for the Governor General's inter-
vention in such cases as an addition to his powers as
a ropresentative of the paramount power. This aspeot
of the question was never referred to by the Indian
delegates before, and it jis not known therefore
whether they regard it as a serious limitation on
t he scope allowed to the federal ministry,

While .on this subject we may ooanveniently
refer to the views of the States on the question of ther
administration of federal mabjects, They desire that,.
wherevee possible, the agency of the federal govern-.
ment for carrying out ita policy in regsrd to
foderal subjects in their own Dborders should,
be their own officials, but they realiss that even

"insuch cases the federal government must have the

right to supervise the execution of the poliey. They.
olaim, however, that the supervision should not be-
imposed from above but that it should be supplied, as

it were, by the States themselves, For inatance, Sir

Manubhai Mehta suggested that the inspection repork.
of the federal inspector should bs asubmitted, not to

the federal government, but o the ruler of the State,.
and any action that becomes necessary as a result of
the inspection should be ordered by the ruler himself,
This point howaver does nob seem to have been desli.
with either by British Indian representatives or by

the British representatives in their speeches,

The Services~—The two important questions of
financial gafeguards and commercial discrimination
are to be referred to sab-committees forreport, and Sir-
Samuel Hoare in his statement did not dwell upon-
them. But he insisted that specisl safeguards were
necessary for the protection of the services, Indian.
delegates maintained that the Public Service Commise
sions, which would ba constituted in all the provinces
as well ss at the cenfre, would gee to it that no injustice

"is done to the existing members of the services, and

that no further provisions would be neccessary. Sir

Samual Hoare however disagreed with this view, and

msaintained that in view of the complete transforma-’
tion that would take place in the duties to be per~

formed by the services a statutory guarantee for fair
treatment under the new dispensation must be given,

It would be remembered that the Services Committen .
of the first R, T, C, proposed that provisions shomld

be inserted in the new constitution for the maintene

ancs of the rights and safeguards now guaranteed to

them by the Seoretary of State, including safeguarda

for the payment of pensions and provident funds,

Imperial Relations—The last point in regard tor
which a safeguard was asked for by British repregents
atives concernsed the “preservation of good relationa:
boetween India and other parts of the Empire.” This
safeguard waa refused by all Indian members, includ~
ing Msahomedans who offered to provide only for
such safeguards as were provided for by the Domi~
nions. Lord Reading thought this kind of safeguard
would be good, but was not convinced that it was
essential. Sir Samusl Hoare himsslf in his statement
has promised to give further oconsideration to the
matter. But he assured the members that in no case
would the federal government bs under a disability
to deal as it pleased with questiona like the protection
of the Indian community in Xenyaand Scuth Afriea,
‘What he had in mind in asking for a safegusrd was
the question involving “the danger of a breakup
of cortain paris of the Empire.” He has promised
to consult with experts in order to find out whether
the desired result osnnot be obtained in any other
way that may be acoeptable to Indian opinion,
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Ordinances.—{t would he rememnbersd that at the

first R. T, €. Indian delegates maintained thab .the

Governor General should.no longer have the pawer
«of issuing Ordinances, Sir-Samuel Hoaxe now insists
upon them, but the Ordinances he has in mind are
of a different characier from those to which Indian
delogates took exception. The Ordinances that he
wants the Governor General 5o be given the power
-of issuing would be issued om the raquest and with
the consent of the Ministers. They will be .special
‘measurass in the sense that they.will be promulgated
-over the head of the legislature, but.they wi]l net
-be promulgated over the head of the Cabinet.

‘However, this is not the only special legislative
power which Sir 8. Hoare would see conferred upon
the GQovernor and the Governor Genersl. If the fulfil-
ment of their special responsibilities ase. g, one in
-connection with the protection of minorities, requires
legislation they must have the power to obtain it It
‘does not mean that whenever the Governor or.the
@overnor General feels the need for such . legigistion
he shall straightway promulgate a special law to
‘that effect without reference to the legislature, On the
contrary, he will in most cases find it expedient to
have the matter placed before the legislature and
indeed, if possible he would fry to persuade his

Miniater to accopt respopsibility for it, -Jn fhe latien
oase .the legislation , that will resnlt will be legialer
tion of .the erdinary Xkind without resort to speoial
powers by.the head of the government. If, however,
the Minister does not agree to make himself respon-
sible for the -legislation, evem then the Governor of
Governor-Gleneral would like to give a change o the
legiglafure 4o adopt the measyra. But, as a lagt
resort he yaust have the power o give .legislakive

. effact to apy messyre that he thinks essential for the
_discharge . of hijs special responsibility. Whan the

Minigters dacline to take responsibility for the
megsuze it will be promulgated as the Governpr's or

- Goyernor General’s Act, .thus making it knpwn thaé
the Minigters have no vespensibility for it. Inas.

similar way we guppose .the Governor or Gavernor
General will have the right to take from the Treasury
whatever money is required. for carrying owt his
special ragponsibilities, irrespective of the legislature’s
consent. thereto. This particular matter however does
not figyre in the statement of Siv Samuel Hoare, though
Lord Reading made a prominent mention of it.
This is broadly the picture of the restriotions
that the British (Government think must be placed
upon the powers of the Ministry and the legisiature
in this country.

AFTER THE STRESA -CONFERENCE.

T the time when the Stresa Conference started its
deliberations, we gave our readers a short
gurvey of the problems which it was preparing

‘t0 deal with, and the partioular dlfﬁcultles of each
one of the Central Europesn States.

The question |ay appear of secondary impor-
tance; yet it is coming up again at prasent (the
T'imes of November 24 honours it with a long edito-
Fial ) and this is ‘justified for more than ome reason.
European countries are being forced step by step to
realise their interdependence—I was going to write
“their solidarity ", but the word sounds too generous
to be true. The economic orisis; the attitude of
America regarding war debts, which might jeopardise
the results so laboriously reached at Lausanne ; the
fall in the pound ; the increasse in unemployment ;
the political uncertainty of Germany ; the coming
‘World Economic Conference, all these questions as
well 88 many others are more or lass direotly related
by wifal links to the economie and financial problems
of Central Europe.

The League of Nations has appointed a Com-
mittee of Experts to examine the recommendations
resulting from the Stresa Conferance. A report re-
lative to the scheme of monetary normalization
has lately been circulated to the Governments
conoarned,

. Under the chairmanship of M. Germain Martin,
our Finance Membher, M. Georges Bonnet ( memher
of the Chambrs des Depules, and ex-member o! the
Qebinet ) who organised and copducted the Strasa
Qonference, gave a pablia lpcture under the an-pices
of "L'Eoale de la Paix,'" the sama orgapisation thek

_in the subjeot.

, prodactiou. ]
ducts has been enormeus, and alsa very eudden. Tk

invited the Rf. Hon. Sastri to address the French
publio last year.

M. G. Bonnet spoke before such a large and at=
tentive audience, and the questions put to him in the
end were so numerous and so pertinent, that there can
be no doubt about the interest of the French people
( By the way, somebody asked M.
Bonnet why the Stresa Confergnce had met atall;
epuld the work not heve been done in Geneva by
the League of Nations ? The answer given was that
“ Eurgpean guestions mpst be gettled ampng Euro-
peana.” This started me musing ; and I belipvesa few
years from now qther ¢ontingnts might well surprise
Europe by fhe expression of similar exclusive
views. )

M. Bonnet said that France had been accu-
sed of intending to rule and manage the Conference
in her own way ;.this was not correot. In fact France

 had made it a rule bo listen to all the other countries

soas to understand them better and examine their
own plans before giving any suggestions, Af every

" moment of the Confarence the utmost had been done,
_to refrain from exergiging pressure On anyone and to

favour an atmosphere of good will and oconfidence
through better understanding of one another. The
Conference had taken place on Itahan soil, beoausa
it was of speoial interest to Italy.

The economio crisis has been wmore acute in
Central Europe than anywhere else. The wealth of
those countries lies essentially in their egriculturad
The fall in prices for agricultural prees

has resulted in considezable losges,. and alse indower-
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1ng, prppqﬁidimtelx. the buying eapagity of fhe popu- L be revived ! Yot gven in the, present circumstances,

Tation,. Finansisl and indusirial difficultiss had eome,
aa natural eonsequences ; then, proteotion had been
sought by excessive tariff barriers, and further, large
loans had been raised and "engulfed—all to no avail.
After a comparatively short time, these gountries had,.
.80 £o speak, no more budgef and no more credit.
‘What had been the solutions proposed at Stresa ?
The principal one was a scheme for the valoriza-
tion of agricultural produots, snd especially of
opreals which constifute the most vital element of
Central European trade. A percentage of 10 francs
-per quintal had been suggested, ' ‘
How could this be realised, practically speaking ?
On the one hand by the oreation of a common fund,
amounting to 350 million francs, and on the other
band by agreements between the States concerned.
Some States would agree to absorb part of Cen-
tral Europe’s production in cereals according to the

valorisation tariff, obhers could do it on the basis of

a preferential system,in certain cases the same bane-
fit would be granted by lowering customs duties in
the same proportion. Those eountries which have no
duties on the imports of cereals ought not to be
allowed to evade the acrifice ; they would be invited
to devote spontaneously a corresponding contribution
to the common fund. To this point England has
objected, and the reasons are too cbvious to be empha-
sised.  Provision has been made for free bi-lateral
agreements between any interested countries on the
basis of the above principles, and such agreements
are not far from being reslisad now,

Another and complementary solultion proposed
is that Central European countries should lowar
thelr tariff walls in goneral. In faot, in the whole
world fariffs, quotas and prohibitions are continually
Increasing, and are a considerable handicap to ex-
changes and to the rovival of prosﬁerity.

. A vaat programme of publio works has also bean
drafted at Stress, with a direct bearing upon agrioul-:
tural production ; it would incresse the latter’s effici-.
enoy and also modernise the means of transport.

The finanoial problem has been examined as
well and the delegates tried to devise means for bal-.
ancing budgets which have sunk toa practioally
hopeless condition, Up to now, the tentative remedy

has naturally been loans, and very large ones oo,
some of them raised at very high rates, In Prospa-

Tous times this bold process might receive justifica-
tion from actual results. But at present it hay beoome
almaqst. impoasible to pay even the interest. The
polioy of loana cannot be expected to save the situa-
tion any longer and should be abandonad at this
stage. Buf the burden of debfs remains, There again
dirqot agrepment bstween debtor and ereditor should
be resorted to, Creditors, on the one hand, have been
-advised to show some generosity, and, for instance
to lower the rate of interest: Dabtors, on the Qf:her'

hppd, have been made to understand that not doing

honour $o one's signature amounts ko destroying
one's eredit. ' S

How 1uch easier it would bets find & cure for -

Central Europe's monetary orisig if pmsmritj[p_aul" &

| 1y discounted as a result of \speqchas"iy the. Begum

it geams necegssry. to oreats e monelary fund i
_favour of those countries who have no more resarves,’

An appeal haa been made for European collaboration,
What will be the response? ~° ° ot

" A practical proposal has been put forward by’
the French delegation. Since most countries are

| themselves suffering at present from a financial crisig

and can hardly be expected to raise large sums on
their deficit budgets," why notdreate & very small
duty (2 per 1000) on all goods? The average customs
er would not feel the weight, and the money ocould
be entrusied to the Bank of International Settlements,
in Basel, or to a spacial international committee of &
non-political and merely technical character.

These ‘and other proposals will be examined by
the Committee of Studies for Inter-Europeari Union

. in Geneva, »

" What will be the influence of the Streas Confer=
ence on international relations? Conferences ean
only draft remolutions, Translating those resolu-
tiona Into action depends on the governments them-
selves, A doctor can prescribe a cure, bt that in
of no avail if the patient refuses to oarry out the
prascription. Prosperity cannot ba expeated by any
country so long as their neighbours remain in
misery and disorder! =~ - o "

M. Georges Bonnet is confidentjhat the realisa.
tion of the Stresa recommendafions would mesn a
great stop towarda peace and good-will in Europe,
and & great assel in view of the coming World
Economjo Confarence. | .

Paris.

 Our Boudon Detter,

L. MORIN,

. { B‘iom '6ur Odrreép‘ondont, )
{BY AIR MAIL,)
" " LONDON, November 25,

THE CONFERENCE AT WORK,

OW that the remaining delegafes, with one in-
significant exception, have reached hers, “if.
has become possible for the Round Table Con.

ference to get seriously to wark. From the outset
two important divisions have besn noticeabls. Firat,
there is the difference between the Musalman block
and almost all the rest of the British Indian dele-
gates. The Musalmans have come hero to msake the
best bargain they can, founding themselves substans
tially upon the Communal Award. With the exception .
of Begum Shah Nawaz, who, I have reason tobelieve,
is feeling very unoomfortable at thé Inyidicus 'posi-
tion in which she finds herself among her co-reli-
gionists, there is a singular unanimity in the Moham.
medan attitude of conservative ohstruction. On the
question of the franchise for women, with the excep.
tion of the Begum, there has been no’ disposition
whatever on.the part of the Musalmans torealise thay
an gxtansion of the women's franchise is now aver.
due. I have reason o know that the overruling ‘of .
this attitude of obstructionism and obserutantism dis-
guised under an alleged religious sanction washeavi-
herself, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, and. Lord Reading,
whase eturdy liberalism never shows itself to greater
offosk than yhpi ho, oontemplates the possitiflibien of

J1Y ]



492

THE SERVANT OF INDIA,

[ DECEMBER 8, 1938,

women's co-operation in the produotion ' of “useful
legislation on those social questions that go so deep-

1y home in India.

Ag was to be expscted, tco, the Musalman delega-

tion is plumping for the maximum of powers to be
lef_t with the Provinees. That sectiori of Musaiman
opinion that is represented at the Conference has no
greast saffection for a strong central government,

whether under 8 fed_aral aystem including the States:
or under a constitution affecting British India only.

Itis significant that Sir Annepu Patro finds his soul’s

salvation in collaboration with the Mohammedan

group wherever possible, It is whispered in unusual-

1y well-informed circles that his inclusion in this

Conference has been at the expense of the omission of
& great Indian statesman, and that be will usually be
found in any camp opposed to that in which Diwan
Bahadur Ramaswami Mudaliar will be working,
The other epecial problem in which there is soma
division of opinion is that in which the States are
concerned. Here, whilst paying lip-service to the
foderal ideal, Sir Akbar Hydari ia understood to be
leading the Opposition. So far, though of course
Hyderabad is a State of first importance, it is believed
to be asmall Opposition, the greater proportion of the
States represented at the Conference, directly and in-

directly, being loyal fo the federal idea. On one

thing the States are unanimous, They absolutely re-
fuse to tolerate the commmunal prineiple to enter into
representation of the States in the Federal Legisla-
ture. They are fully alive to the dangers that sare
latent in the suggestion that it should so enter. The
result is that the Mohammedan delegation has been
obliged to couch its demand for special representa-
tion in the Lower House in somewhat modifed terms.
The demand, which is not assented to by the rest of
the British Indian delegabes, is for twenty-five per
cent. of the entire number of seats, or approximately
thirty-eight per cent, of the British Indian representa-
tion. One of the most pleasing features of Wednes-
day’s disoussion in the Conference was a powerful
speech by Nawab Liskat Hayat Khan of Pafiala, in
whioh he strongly adhered to the federal principle,
His speech was, I am told, widely commented upon,
and wasg the subjeot of warm congratulations, except
in those corners of the room whers federation is look-
ad upon askance, Ishall be surprised if the States,
with the possible exception of Hyderabad and Rewa,
resile from the standpoint taken by the Patiala repre-
gentative. Anotherquestion upon which there re-
mains some difference of opinion is as to the size of
the Lower House of the Federal Legislature, Sir
Mirza Ismail i understood to hold somewhat strong
views on this subject, but heis, I think, unlikely to
hold out if he sees that the British Indian delegation
generally supports to the end the recommendations
on this point of the Lothian Commission. Lord Lo-
thian, I have reason to know, is reasonably well
satisfied with the manner in which his Committee's
Report has been received by the Conference.

1t is unlikely, however, that any of these minor
questions, including the residuary powers and the
relations between the two Houses of the Federal
Legislature, will become a centre of conflict leading
to the breakdown of the Conference. 'The oruoial test
will be when the questions arise (@) as to the hiatus
between the coming into force of the two parts of the
Constitutfon Bill, dealing respectively with provin-
clal autonomy and central responsibility, and (b) the
quality and content of that responsibility, Exoept

perhaps for the Musalman block, there i general .

agreoment among the rest of the delegation that the
very phortast period of time possible should elapse
between the coming into foroe of provinoial autonomy
and the setting up of Federation with Central res-
ponsibility. One of the most distinguished of the

L

in a very different direction,

British delegates with ample experience of Indian.
conditions is oredited with an {inability to understand-
what provinoial autonomy divoroed from ocentral
responsibility is. As this distinguished personality

will play a very considerable part in the discussions.
relating to finance and commercinl safeguarda, it is.
reasonuble to expeot him to view sympathetically the

arguments of those who are presumed to represent-
primerily Indian national interests, And here let
me 28y that just ss the Musalman block loyally

aided by Sir Annepu Patro acts as a unit, so does

another strong group led by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru

It consists, besides the-
very highly capable Allahabad leader, of Mr. M. R..
Jayakar, 8ir Cowasji Jehangir, Sir Purshottamdas .
Thakurdas, Dewan Bahadur Ramaswami Mudaliar,
Mr. N. M. Joshi, Sir N, N. Sircar, Pundit Nanak

Chand, Mr. N. C. Kelkar, Sirdar Tara Singh and Dr.

Ambedkar. This group has already resched well-

defined ideas and conclusions on some of the funda-

mental questions facing the Conference, and it has

already decided upon its planof action in certain

eventualities, KEven if some of the members of this

group should weaken, it is believed that the residuum’
will be so important sand influential as to make it-
difficult to get through recommendations of a defini--
tely reactionary character.

During the week Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Mz,
Jayakar have had some very important and, it may be,..
far-reaching converastions with the Lord Chanecellor,
Lord Irwin, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr.
Baldwin. So far they have had no opportunity of
having more than one discussion, and that on
procedure, with the Seeretary of State for India, It is.
believed that the relations of these two delegates with.
him are likely to prove less formal and infructuous
on this occasion than at the two previous Conferences,.
The conversations with the Conssrvative leaders are
understood ;to have taken place at a private dinner
given by Lord Irwin on Wednesday night, when the..
Government held a large and picturesque Reception
at Lancaster House in honour of the Round Table
Conference delegates. It isregarded as of the highest-
importance that the Moderate leaders should have-
been able to place their point of view without reserve
before the heads of the Conservative Party, and it is
hoped that the free exchange of ideas and the frank.
disocussion that is said to have taken place will have
opened the way .to & better understanding in this-
country of the realities of the Indian situation, Both..
the Moderate leaders and Mr. Joshi have also had
important discussions with leading membel:s of the:
Labour Party who are as ever full of unconvineingly-
good reasons for the Parliamentary Party’sabstontion-
from the Conferenca. I hear, by the way, that there-
is widespread criticism in the Labour Party at large
at the Parliamentary Party’s decision. Arrangements .
are also being made for the Moderate leaders to
address important Conservative groups at the House
of Qommons and elsewhere, It isa great pity that-
such arrangements should not have besen made last
year, for if they had been much misunderstanding.
might have been avoided. This evening ?:lr Tej
Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Jayakar are meeting the
Indian Coneiliation Group at 119 Gower Street. The
Group is in closetouch with very influential rehgigus
and seoular centres of opinion inthis eountry. Qwing-
to the Premier's immediate preoccupations with
Parliamentary and foreign affairs, the Moderate .
leaders have had only one comparatively brief talk
with him. It was, however, of & very friendly and
cordial charaoter, and they are well satisfied that the-
allegations that Mr. MacDonald is no longer intar--
ested in Indian affairs, or that hedistrusts the In,flmn
Moderates and is inclined to * sell them a pup ™ are
ill-founded.
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Before I conclude this part of my letter I should
like to pay = tribute to the Women's Inearna‘tlpnal
League that has made a special point of communicat-
ing toits members a very valusble sammary of

- yecent events in India and their meaning, inoluding
the oampaign for the removal of untouchability and
-4he various unity conferences that' have of late been
held in India; As a result, too, of the Indian
Conciliation Group, various Church leaders, headed
by the Arcnbishop of Canterbury and the Moderator
of the Church of Scotland, have issued acall toprayer
on behalf of India and for the suoeass of the present
Conference, It is well to remlise that the influence
of the Churches in. this- country remains very
considerable, and thab the: organisation of thst in-
fluenoce - on behalf of Indiashould go far to produce
widespread and good results;

THE NEW SESSION,

With sessions of Parliament it is ag with
swoetshearts, off with the old and on with the new.
So no sooner was the old session over last wesk than
preparations were'made for opehing a new session
this week. The King's Spesch contained n skeleton
gentence relating to India, and the work of the Session
commenced with an irritable duel between the Leader
of the Opposition anrd the Prime Minister. There are
strong temperamental differences between these two
eminent personalities, and they have been intensified
by the foud that arose immediately after the down-
fall of the Labour Government and Mr. MacDonald's
leadership of the National Qovernment. It would
not be at all surprising to find this feud at the bottom
of the decizion of tha Parliamentary Labour Party to
abatain from the Conference, Mr. Wedgwood Benn,
who is supposed to have advised the Party ofi this
point, is bitterly hostile both to the Prime Minister
and to the Lord Chancellor,’

Whilst extending the sympathy of "one'frac-
tious invalid for another™, as Mr, Churchill humo-
rously remarked in opening the second day's dabate
on the reply to the King's Speech ot Wedhesdsay,
Mr. Churchill made an important and interssting
reference toIndia. His viewa on the subiect are of
course thoroughly well-known, and he did not add
to our enlightenment in any material respect. - One
‘thing, however, was clear, namely, that he was look-
ing to the stage when the Constitution Bill is befors
the Joint Commrittes of Parlinmvent, in order to make
bis attack. He sought to emphasise ihs faot that; in
his judgment, the' ‘worthy Indian delegation, now in
-this country at the Round Table Conférenve, had besit
invited here in orderto enablethe 'Governmért to
discover their mind on the. subject of the fortheoming
reforma, without in any ‘way binding Parlisment, as
a good-and- sufficient’ reason' for disevunting the
Conference; and- he urged the' Gevernment to give
people of his persuasion’ s chanve- of making their
views:olent by not packing the - Joint Parliamentary
Committes with™ their own: nominees, whetherof the
Conservative, Libsral, or Labour: persansion: “Mr.
Lansbury must have beew surprised to'bear his Party
degoribed in effost as & more enthusisatic supporter of
the prospective - official proposals than the Govern-
ment’s own followers, - I find-that some of my Indian
friends are still disposad to take Mr. Churchill nnd
hig influence in tae Conservative Party: counsels at
his own -valuation, I am oconvinced nevertlieless
that he has far less support to-day than he ever had
in the House of Commons on this question, and that
the young Conservatives in partioular will not
follow him. I was present at a private luncheon
to-day when the fear of Mr, Churohill's cohorts was'
voioed by a member of what may be oalled the non-
Muslim group in the - Conferance. He was promptly

~oorreoted by one of the most active of the young

Conservative Members of the House, who demanded
to know who these cohorts were;

L m e epree - . R

~ AReviews,

INDIAN PROBLEM- A STAKE-HOLDER'S
VIEW.
THE INDIAN HORIZON. By the MAHARAJA
of BURDWAN. { Benn, London. } 1932, 220m,
" 106p. 3/6. _

THE suthor visited America a few months ago on
the self-imposed mission of enlightening the people
of that country aboui Indian conditions. The
loctures he delivered there form the basis of this
book, which, as he explains in the preface, is brought
out "on the suggestion of good friends.” The Irdian
publie is familiax with the politics of the Maharaja
and can easily form some idea as to the contents of
this publication. The- Maharaja is an important
stake-holder and like all people similarly placed ia
only to be expeoted not to ba too enthusiastic about
any change in the existing order of things. It need
hardly be said that such a man eannot be classed
amongst Indian politicians of the progressive type;
while his place in British politios is, by deliberate
choice, in the ranks of the Conservative party.. The
extont to which he enjoys the confidence of British
Tories may be judged from the fact that when his
intention to enter Parliament was made. publie, the
Maharajs was reported to have experienced hardly
any difficulty in finding a safe Conservative seat, It
is unnecessary to inguire why he did not actuslly
offer himself for etection. Itie enough for our present
purpose to remember that the Conservatives made no
bones abouf adopting him as their candidate which
shows his complete identilication with them. Such
is his fondness for that party that even in his present

-book " hé is" found to deplore the fact that “nothing

corresponding to a Consetvative party able to make
itself felt as a mational orgatiisation has developed”
in India (p. 62). No wonder therefore that his former
chief, Lord Zetland, should _have found nothing
against his grain in oontributing a Foreword and
commending the book warmly. K The opinions ex-
pressed in’ the book sre so indistinguishable from
those held by His Lordship that he might as well
have adopted them™'as ‘his own without doing the
slightest violence to his conscience,

It is unnecessary to follow the' Maharajs in all
he'says in order to maké our readera’ realiss what a
hopeless baok- number- he is. He can apparently
envisage responsible government both at the centre
and the-provinoces as & result of  the labours of .the
R.T.C. (p. 104). Only his oconception of provincial
aatonomy is as different from .that held by progre-
ssive Indian opinion as. white from black, While
Indian political reformers ars looking forward to
having oonstitutional Governors as heads of
provinoes under provinoial aufonomy, tae Maharaja
would like to see them invested with “large over-
riding powers, not only to preserve the safety and
tranguillity of the - provinee but...to protect the
rights and privileges of minorjtiea” (p.23) Ha does’
aot ‘allow ug to remain in doubt as to the kind of
minorities the prospadtive Govearnor will be expected
to take under his wings, but' without muoch "ado
instances the wealthy and powerful laad-holders’ of
Bengai who, ha insists, must be secured in the enjoy-
ment of the Permanent Seitlement. The Maharaja:
really’ makes too havy a oall on our credulity’
when he asks us to belleve that in the absenoe of the
Governor’s protection his olass will go to the wall
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under fhe new regime, Incidentally he is also, perhaps
unconsciously, misleading the' British publie if he
wants it to imagine that the truncated autonomy for
the provinces of the nature deseribed by him will
satisfy anybody in India. If he sincerely holde that
view, he must prepare himself for a thorough dis-
illusionment,

He shares the Churchillian dislike of the policy
of concilistion towards the Congress followed by
Lord Irwin, whose Government, he thinks, “allowed
the weakening of law and order to go on unchecked
longer than was good for the prestige of Govern-
ment.” But he-does not stop here. In the approved
bureaucratic style he gives s tip to those responsible
for the conduct of Indian administration which
might serve as & beaconlight to them in their future
dealings with the Msharaja’s counfrymen. He adds:
“A strong hand at the beginning is very often more
effactive for a country like India, than & long-drawn-
out struggle against mob rule for the maintenance
of law and order."” (p.71.) The policy of the firm
hand in force in India since the beginning of the
year of course finds in the Maharaja & strong sup-
porter, Nor will his opinion abeut the Congress
come a8 s sarprise to anybody. “Such political
parties as the Indian National Congress”, says he,
“exist more to disseminate hatred againet the ruling
suthority than to think about and work for the goad
of India itself and to assist in a constructive pro-
gramme,” (p. 75.) In speaking so disparagingly of
the national organisation the Maharaja is doubtless
voicing the feelings of a very small section of
indians. The existence of the Congress he uses as
an argument to strengthen his case for the tranefer
of “real responeibility’ to the people. It remains
to be seen how far his ples commends iteslf to those
who have to part with power.

In what he writes sbout the Indian States his
desire to paint them as progressive ia evident.

But he does not seem to have realised that in doing !

*0 he was to some extent contradicting himself. He
~eems to be aware of the fact that most of the Indian
States lack constitutional forms of government and
even the reign of law, the first requisite of civi-
lised government, and that their rulers have yet no
civil list fixed on a reasonable basis. (p, 28.)
And yet the Maharaja talks about the “wonderful
progress” (p. 26) of Indian India! Discussing the
posgibilities of the Indian federation materialising
he nsks: “Are the Princes going to be so patriotic
in their desire to see Indim become & nation and
schieve Dominion Status one day as to assist in
such a federation by some surrender of their rights
und prerogatives 7 (p- 32) He has his doubts, We
reed not wait long to see if these doubts come true.

‘We think enough has been indicated of the
contents of the book to make our readers realise how
out of touch with Indian public opinion the Mahs-
roja is. With all that one cannot withhold from him
& word of praise for his trouble in trying to inter-
est the American people in the Indian problem.

D. V. A

SHORT NOTICE.

THE POWER FIGHT. By STEPEEN RAUSHEN-
BUSH, ( New Republic, Inc, New York.) 1932,
20cm, 308p. $1-00.

THE book deanls with the power fight that is going on

in respect of the management of huge public utility

corporations with special reference to the conditions
prevailing in America, These corporations managed

for the most part by private companies exercise en-
ormous influence and enable the shareholders to

|
¢
i
!

i

secure enormous profits by virtue of the usefulness of
electric power to everyone in the country. The ques.
tion of bringing these industries under adequate
effective control is discussed and the conolusion is
aimed af that if the Municipal Corporations take up
the work of establishing snd managingthese com-
panies, more useful results from the publio point of
view would ensue and the evil incidental to the
private management of such big concerns will be re-
moved. The power companies will, it may be ex-
pected, do anything in their power to prevent tho
achievement of this consummation which is bound
toresult in huge losses to them and the author con-
cludes by saying that it is around this point that the
real power fight of the future will centre,

C. V. HANUMANTHA RAO.

Miscellaneons,

THE DEPRESSED CLASSES MISSION,
MANGALORE.
REPORT OF WORK FOR 1931-32.
HE year under report has been one of exceptional
diffioulties. The trade depression in general,

the financial stringency experienced even bx
Government and the contraction of private charity

! have all contributed in no small measure to the-

ecurtsilment of the expanding activities of the Mis-~-
gion. But it may be of some consolation to the well-~

. wishers of the Mission that in spite of all these diffi-

culties every effort has been made to maintain the

level of efficienoy of the institutions of the Mission

and, wherever possible, to increase their usefulness

within the limited means availabls for the purpose.
EDUCATION.

The Court Hill Higher Elementary School con~
tinued to attract a larger number of pupils. The.
strength of the institution rose from 112 to 138 and of
these 30 were girl pupils. The number would have.
gone higher if admissions to Boarding Houses had not
been restricted. The attendance was as usual satis-
factory and the efficiency and tone of the school.
remained high. The policy of encouraging pupils of
other communities to seek admission was continued..
(ireater attention was given to the study of subjects
such as English to enable pupils fit for higher edu-
cation bo avail themselves of the facilities a.ffogded
by the Mission. Hand work of various kinds received
special attention. An extract from the imspection.
remarks may as well be quoted here:

«Praotical instruotion is given in carpentry, bookbind-
ing, oard.board modelling, cocoanut shell work, paper
outting, collecsion of botanical specimens, stampa eto..
and gardening with observation notes. Drill and games.
inclusive of Indian EKasrat roceive attention. This is.
the only school wheve there is provision for medical in-
speotion, with subsequent medical treatment for reotifica--
tion of defects noticed.

The two increasingly poular Boarding Houdes for boys.
and girls, the practical instruction given, the &teady.
inorease in the mumber of communities from different
parta of the distriot taking advantage of the training.
given in this institution, the stesdy rise in the pupils”
attainments and the sense of self-respect that has been.
infused into them show thc.sucueal of the afforts made in
this institution,” .

During the year the school and its allied institu-
tions were visited by many distinguished visitors.
including Dewan Bahadur Munuswami Naidu, Chiaf
Minister to the (Government of Madras, and Dewan
Bahadur S. Kumaraswmi Reddiar, Minister for Edu--
cation, and they all wrote appreciative remarks. The
visit of Mr. M. Shiva Rau, Preaiclenl:. Puthur Taluk
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Board, with a party of thirty teachers employed under
the Board and the wvaluable suggestions they gave
during the visit, need special mention.

The number of scholarship-holders remained the
same a8 last year viz,, 11 from the Labour Depart-
ment and 3 from the Education Department. The
need for granting more scholarships especially to girl
pupils has been more than once represented to the
Commissioner of Labour and it is hoped that during
the coming year our representations will raceive
favourable considsration, Rules governing scholar-

- ships are the same both for boys and girls and ~it has

‘been often pointed cut that these rules prevent the
gir] pupils from receiving scholarships just at the time
when the parents need encouragement, .Grown-up
boys, though anxious to get themsel ves eduoated, donot
receive scholarships owing to age and other restrio.
tions, The Bavings Bank system which has been the
special feature of this school continues to be popular
and has been a grest source of help to the pupils and
their parents in fimes of dire neceesity, -

‘While the Mission continues to enconrage boys
who are not fit for higher education to study in tech-
nioal schools, the difficulty of finding employment
for them afterthey finish their courses has been very
great, There are at present two boys who have com-
pleted their course as fitters and drivers in the St.

-Joseph's Asylum and Orphansage and both of them are
unemployed. Efforts made to secure employment for
them havabeen of no avail. It is a fact, bowever regret-
table it may be,that while there is & great deal of talk
and sympathy for the Depressed Classes, there are
very few who are boid encugh to translate that sym-
pathy into action. The difficulty of securing admis-
sion into other trades is equally great, The Mission
-cannot afford to send them to far-off places for train-
ing as that would mean extra expenditure; Anyhow
every possible effort is being made to secure entry
into different trades and with the ochanging signscof
the times, the Mission hopes the diffioulties now

- oxperionced will gradually disappear. But to =all
those who have helped in this task, the Mission feeis
deeply grateful,

The Manual Training class akached to the Court
Hill Higher Elementary School continued to work
satisfactorily. The difficulty of eecuring s trained
Instructor hes been solved by the deputation of a
teacher to the Manual Training Class at Saidapet.
Mr. Porrett, Advisor to Qovernment on Manual
Training, had been greatly helpful in affording all
.facilities to the deputed temcher and his waluable
suggestions for the proper working of this seotion
bave been of considerable assistance, Much as it is
desirable and necessary, the Mission has mot been
able to enlist a larger number of apprentices as no

grant is received towards the payment of wages dur--

ing the period of apprenticeship. There are many in
the rural parts who have completed a course of ele~
mentary education and who would like to take advan-
‘tage of training in carpentry as well as in weaving
‘which the Mission hopes to provide, Kither a hostel
where fres boarding and lodging are provided or pay-
mont of sufficient wages to meet their cost of main-
tenanos, is & necessity. When the finanoial position
of the Government improves, the Mission hopes to
receive s grant for this purposs. It is not desirable
‘to admit the apprentices as boarders in Dr. Karnad's
Boarding House and Orphanage where admission is
resricted to ohildren only.

Ag the number of pupils in Standards IV to VIII
has inoreased considerably and the task of providing
manual instruction in carpeniry alone is -bscom-
ing difficult, the Migsion made arrangsments for in-

~troduoing weaving also, Neoeasary looms els., have
beon purchased and fitted up, When the Mission

applied for a recurring grant, the Commissioner of
Labour could not give it owing to financial strin-
gency. Representations have again been made and
it is hoped they will receive due consideration.

As already stated, in addition to instruction in
carpentry, different kinds of hand work are taught
in the school. @irl pupile receive instruction im
needle work. The experiment of encoaraging teashers
and pupils to interest themselves in hobbies has been
very sucoessful. i

Mid-day menl continues to be the special feature
of the school.

The Library Associstion and regular I:a.lk_s and
lectures urranged under its auspices were sontinued
during the year. Sri Krishna Jayanti Day was as
usual celebrated, The pupils of the school also par-
ticipated in the Gita Jayanti celebrations and four
boys were recipients of prizes kindly awarded by Mr.
S. Ramachandra Iyer.

A Scout troop was organised during the year
under the direction of Messrs. M. 8, Ekambara Rau,
B. A., L. T., and Kundaji. The troop praticipated in the
Mangalore Scout rally and in spite of the shortness of
notice and inadequate training the troop managed to
stand fourth among the compsting froops. .

Another important event of the yesr is the parti-
cipation of the schools in the South Kanara Eduoa-
tional Exhibition, Artioles prepared in the hobby
classes, card-board models, writing pads, statistical,
story and physiologioal charts and piotures ete., arti-
cies of furniture snd meedie work were exhibited.
Twomedals and four certificates of merit were awarded
by the Exhibition Committee.

The two Day Schools at Attavar and_Degebail
with the three standards continued to work satisfac-
torily. Every effort is being made to bring the teach-
ing in these schools into line with that in the Court
Hill Higher Elementary School.

The Adult Edueation Centre at Derebail started
for the purpose of affording facilities for the ¢duca-
tion of adults continued to work fairly well. In the
curriculum sdopted, imparting of general }mowledge
isan important item. Besideslessons givenin the class
in suoh subjects as civios, lectures and bhajanas were
organised and scout camps were held. Realising the
importance of visual instruction, the Mission has
purchased & magio lantern and slides from the D. M.
R. Trust, Calicut, and the Education Departmegt are
used for the purpose of propaganda. The Mission
feels the need to own sets of slides so that more fre-
quent use may be made of the msgio lantern. The.
question of removing tha centre to Pandeshwar where
there is a large colony of scavengers who are more
eagor to avail themselves of opportunibies provided
for their betterment ia being seriously considered by
the Mission,

The Adult Night School at Attavar was closed
during the year as the attendance was not sabisfac-
tory. Efforts were being made to revive it at the
end of the year,

It is gratifying to state that one boy appeared for
the B. A. examination, another for the Intermediate
examination and the third for the 8, 8. L. C. examina~
tion. There is one boy reading in the fifth form while
another is in the fourth form,

The Koraga Boarding School at Puthur near
Udipi is continuing to do useful work. The number
of pupils in the school was 16, They are all fed,
ciothed and taken oare of as in an Orphanage. The
parents of children and the children themselves are
slowly realising the advantages of settled habitations
nnd benefits of eduoation, There are great possibili-
ties for this work. The immediats need is & building
whioh can servs both as a school and a dormibory.
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In 1931, Mr. Gray,1 C.S, was so well impressed
with this work that he promised to consider our
request for a” grant for thé school-building. Flans
and estimates ‘were prepared and sent. Buf as it was
the fag-end of the official year the consideration of
the question was postponed to this year. Meanwhile,
the Commiseioner of Labour. informed us that in view
of the financial stringency no fresh proposals for
expenditure would be considered by QGovernment.
‘While the Mission fully realises the difficulties of
Government in these times, it cannot help saying
that this work is of such a nature that Government
can, if they like, find the necessary funds, But
Madras is far off. Still it is earnestly hoped that our
representations in regard to this matter will receive
sympathetic consideration and the school at present
housed in sheds will be provided with a decent habi-
tation, Meenwhile the Mission is making arrange-
ments to build a modest structure. Whether it would
be possible to complete the structure will depend on
the firancial support received from the public and
Government,

Besides these educational institutions, the Mission
spends on the maintenance of boys receiving higher
and technieal education, in some cases to supplement
the stipends or scholarships received by the pupils.

BOARDING HOUSES.

In Dr. Karnad's Orphanage and Boarding
House attached to the Court Hill Higher Elementary
School there were 56 inmates. The health of the
children was fairly satisfactory. In the interests of
efficiency the Mission appointed a whole-time Resi-
dent Warden. There is 3 Medical Attendant who
also carries out the medical inspection of childern of
sll schools of the Mission. For this the Commis-
gioner of Labour was pleased to make a grant. All
the work in the Boarding House, garden ete.,.is done
by the boarders. Inthe management of the Board-
ing House the prefect system has been working satis-
factorily., Every attempt ismade to inculcate and
maintain the idea of dignity of manual labour. The
demand for admission into the Boarding House is
great and insistent, But the Mission is nof in-a
position to maintain a large number.

The Boarding House for girls which started with
a small number is slowly beeoming a permanent fea-
ture of the Mission’s work. One of the lady
teachers, Miss Bangara, continued to act as the Was-
den. Mrs, N. Lalithabei Subba Rau acted as the
Superintendent. The Mahila Sabha kindly provided
badminton bats, net etc.,, besides other gifis_made
by the members of the Sabha.

Already mention has- been made of the Korags
Residential School at Puthur. The Mission is great-
1y interested in extending the soope of this work.

In all the Mission maintained three Board-
ing Houses with the following strength:—

Dr. Karnad's Orphanage and Boarding Houge 56
Girl’s Boarding House ass 7
Puthur Boarding School ... 16

Besides a monthly grant of Ra, 320 for 40 board-
ers the Copmmissioner of Labour was pleased.to
sanction four boarding grants for eleven. months.
But as the Mission was maintaining 35 boarders
more than the number for which tha grant was re-
ceived, the defioit must necesgarily be large, From. the
stotement of .accounts it wijl ba notjced that.while
the receipts under this head wera ,Rs.,_5187-.3—4 the
exrenditure was Ra. 5597-7-11, leaving a deficit
of Rs, 410~4-7. The deficit, would haye been larger
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bus for the extreme vigilance in expenditure exercised
consistent with efficienoy and needs of hoarders,

INDUSTRIAL SECTION.

Mention has beon made earlier of the provision
made for the training of apprentices in the Carpentry
‘Workstop attached to the Counrt Hill Higher Elomont-
ary School., Arrangements bave also been made to
introduce weaving,
Miusion, to organise a Repidential Industrial School
and teach different trades, largs funds will be neces~
sary. If the work of uplift of the Depressed Classen is
tobe tackled seriougly funds should be forthocoming for
the purpose. The public and the Government should
come forward to help the Mission in this venture,

CoLONY WORE.

The Adult Education Centre at Derebail, the
Adult Night School at Attavar, the Star Hall aé.
Bijjai and the Boarding School at Puthur are slowly
becoming cotnmunity centres. The institutions looeted
in the colonies of the Mission have tried to bring a
ray of hope and cheer to the people living in those
areas, The task of reconstruction of the community
which has for ages suffered indignities and has been
made to cultivate a epirit of slave mentality is by no
means essy. A sense of self-respect has to be roused
and s spirit of divine discontent with their lot in-

ducing them to put forth efforts to improve their

condition has to be created. All this means
persistent and patient work oarried on, often under
discouraging circumstances. During the year four
Koraga families were seftled in the Koraga Colony
in Mangsalore with the assistance of materials kindly
given free of cost by some merchants. Our sincere
thanks are due to them.
- CO-OPERATIVE WORK.

There is a Co-operative Society conducted by the-
Mission.for the benefit of the Dopressed Classes, It
has passed through many vicissitudes and at one
time, it appeared to be beyond redemption. Thanks

to the untiring efforts of Messrs. Ramachandra Iyer-

and T. Govinda Rao the defects have been rectified

and transactions sre conducted now on sound co-

operative principles. The Mission can venture to
state that it is now serving the purpose for which it
was organised.

FINANCES,

The statement of sccounts will indicate that the
financial pogition of the Mission was nof satisfactory.
There was & total receipt of Rs. 11,542-0-11 while
the expenditure was Rs, 12,954-2-9. The Court Hill
Higher Elementary School itself cost the Mission
Rs. 930-11-11 more than what was secured as grant.
Ag salready pointed out,the Boarding Houses are.
responsible for a deficit of Rs, 410-4-7. There are
various other items of . a recurring and non-recurring
character which need large funds. It is very- dis-
couraging to note that. while interest in the lot of the
Depressed Classes shows signs of increase, receipts.
for. work carried . on for their banefit are decreasing.
A cursory perusal of .the statement of accounts: will
ghow. that the Qovernment grants are more than the-
publio subscriptions and it would be clear that' but
for them the Mission wounld not have.been able to-
conduot the various institutions. But-even the
Government grants cannot be got for all items: of
work: and much greater public support is absolutely
necessary. Will it be forthcoming? Will the Mis-
sion be.enabled to increaseits usefulnessand play its
part in the uplift of the Depressed Classes ? The Mis-
siqn appesls to sll its helpers for increased suppork
and to the public it makes an earnest appeal for help.
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