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AT a general meeting held on Sunday last, 
the Deccan Sabha passed the following resolution: 
.. The Decoan Sabha enters an emphatic protest 
against the aotion taken by the Union Parliament' 
in passing a bill prohibiting British Indian sub
jeots from aoquiring fixed property through asso
oiations and taking out licenses for ;'ew busi
nesses in Transvaal. The effect of thus depriving the 
Indian oommunity of their vested right to suoh 
ownership of land and to trade throughout the 
province will virtually be that they will in 
oourse. of' time be driven to leave the country. 
The Sabba earnestly prays tbe Government of 
India to make urgent representations to the Gov
ernor-General of South Afrioa and His Majesty's 
Government in England so that royal assent may 
be withheld from this bill which, if it passes into 
law, is oaloulated to add oonsiderably to the grave. 
disoontent already visible, owing to many oa.uses, 
in aU sections of the Indian people." 
~ • • • 
. WRITING on the Punjab trials, Mr. Andrews 

say~: "For us who feel most deeply the injustioe 
that r has been done, there is one road forward. 
Wa, must fight every inoh of the way. We 
mugt not let these sentenoes stand. We must 
1lIe.~e them known by a greater tribunal than that 
of'.the Punjab-the tribunal of the world .... We 
I!)U,t appeal to the Privy Counoil and obtain a 
v~aict in his ( Mr. Kali N ath Roy's) favour under 
~b.ioh the Government of India may be prosecuted 
{l>f wrongfully oondemn it:g an innooent man, and 

laloSo in wrongfully withhulding from him while 
I nnder trial the oounsel of his own ohoioe. We 
"nust use, if we oan, the power whioh is given by 

. Jhe Government of India Aot of 1915 (Seotions 
. .12(-127) to proseoute those who have oppressed any . . 

• 
British subject in India within their jurisdiction. 
We must 'find out from the Law Officers of the 
Crown of Engil~nd whe ther the withholding of 
counsel of their own choice from prisoners under 
trial comes under these sections. There are other 
actions r,f the Punjab authorities, specially the 
happenings on April 13 at Amritsar, which must 
be brought to the some test .... These appeals to the 
Privy Council and to the Law Offioers of the Crown 
will need ample funds. The support of every pro
vince will be required: The issues are so great, I 
am certain the financial support will be both li
beral and wide." 

• • • 
Th~ curt refusal by the Congress delegates to 

accept Mr. lIoilak's advice for a relaEation of the 
Delhi mandate, the constraining force of which it 
was well known had become too much for Mr. 
Tilak, makes plain from what quarter the obstacle 
to unity has always come. If unity is seriously 
desired and is the'vital faotor in our ultimate suc
oessinEngland which it is represented to be, it can 
be aohieved in only one way-viz., by oonoentrating 
on such amendments as are common to all the par
ties and by deliberately throwing into the back
ground points of difference. Mrs. Besant has 
agreed to do. so, and .is thus working in the 
closest possible co-operation with the Moderates. 
But complete provincial autonomy is one of 
the poin~s on which, Mr. Patel has declared, the 
Congress deputation oannot possibly oompro
mise' with anyone. If insistence on the entire 
Delhi programme is of even greater conse

. quence to the Congress delegation than unity, 
then those who have a greater regard for unity 
than they know at whose door the blame for the 
resulting disharmony is to be plaoed. The Con
gress deputation has of oourse every right to 
press its views even at the expense of division 
in the ranks of the national workers and the 
oonsequent distraotion which is thereby produced 
in the publio mind in England, but we doubt 
whether they have oounted the oost. Mr. Tilak 
knows full well the extent of the harm likely to arise 
from the course which the Congress deputation 
has deoided to take against his judgment, and we 
must say the deoision is unwise in' the extreme. 

• • • 
THE Congress deputation is not oontent, how

ever, with merely withholding its cc-operation 
from the other deputations; it must publioly carry 
on a oaptious oontroversy with them. Mr. Patsl, 
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with characteristic querulousness, attacks Mr. 
Surendranath Banerjea, absolutely without any 
justification, for his supposed defection from the 
position of the Moderates' Conference. Mr. Patel 
gathers from the account of the interview with 
Mr. Banerjea which appeared in the Obse'l've/' 
that he is only anxious to prevent any whittling 
down of the M,-C·. Scheme and does not require 
any modifications in it. On account of the recent 
publication of the Government of .India's reaction
ary dispatch, Mr. Banerjea naturally spoke of the 
contraction of the scope of the reform scheme 
which the adoption of the Government of India's 
proposals would entail, but there is nothing in 
what he said to warrant the inference that he does 
not call for a wide enlargement of the scheme. 
The interview itself mentions the most important 
of all amendments, viz. the popularisation of the 
central Government. The news iust cabled to 
India of views of the Moderate party puts this 
beyond a shadow of doubt. The only ground on 
which Mr. Patel bases his charge of a change of 
front is the absence of a specific mention of fiscal 
autonomy among the improvements the Mode
rate party desire in the BilL Mr. Banerjea never 
pretended to exhaust the list of such improvements 
in his interview, and Mr. Patel should have waited 
for a more serious offence before he opened fire on 
Mr. Banerjea. If the mere omission of fiscal auto
nomy in a casual interview is enough in Mr. Patel's 
<lyes to rouse the ire of the Congress deputation 
and to necessite a public castigation, why was 
not Mr. Tilak hauled over the coals, for he too 
omitted to mention fiscal autonomy in the article 
which he contributed to the Daily Herald on the 
publication of the Reform Bill? Cannot a check 
be put upon the bellicosity of the Nationalists 
just fol' a while? 

* * * 
IN view of India's comradeship with the Do

minions on the battle-field followed by an abiding 
comradeship in the councils of the Empire and 
the League of Nations, the Evening Post of Wel
lington ( Australia) advooates the utmost possible 
relaxation of the present embargo upon Indian 
immigration and the removal of all possible 
restrictions from those who are allowed to enter, 
Such a reasonable view of imperial responsiblities 
has no appeal for the average European in the 
Transvaal who unabashedly proclaims to the world 
that he was only waiting for the termination of 
the war to push on with his anti-Asiatic oam
paign. AM soon as the armistioe was signed his 
racial animosity and trade jealousy which were 
till then smouldering in his breast broke out into 
a flame, and he demanded that the Indian should 
be prevented from entering into oompetiti"ln with 
him. He oannot understand why the Indian should 
"oontest the white man's right to hold" South Afrioa 
(see Mr. Cohn's evidence before the Seleot Com
mittee), He insisted that the State should expro
priate all the land held by Indian companies, or 

else buy it out; but in any case the Indian must 
be shut out from all trade. 

• • • 
THE white man of South Africa who makes 

such a demand is indeed very long-sufferiug. He 
waited patiently for the war to close to bring mat
ters to a head, and he did not go to the State for 
help till he had tried all the expedients inhis power 
to overbear his Indian competitor. He advocated 
boycott at public meetings, but all the attempts in 
this direction were futile, because of the very large 
coloured and native community who deal with the 
Indians. He even asked h-;m~C'lf \'I'hethcr tl1.C' nOll

European races could not be required by law to 
trade with him alone! (Mr. Wertheim was gracious 
enough to leave the decision to the Committee: 
"I leave the conclusion on the question whether 
the coloured man must buy from the white man 
and not from the Indian to the members of the 
Committee"! ~) Another reason why the boycott 
failed utterly was that the Indian hawker gave long 
credit to the European housew\fe and even made 
her advanoes of money, and the white woman 
thought that though patriotism (in this narrow 
sense) was good, bread was be tter. And that only 
introduced another complication into a complex 
situation: 

•. She (the European housewife) was actually gettillg 

money from the Indian, and that led directly to inter
communioation between the white woman and the Indian 
hawker while the husband was away. The position was 
that the wife borrowed money from the hawker in thtl 
absence of the husband. You can well imagine that that 
kind of thing leads to a position of affairs which is most 
dangerous. It leads to closer intercourse between th .. 
white housewife and the Indian and to greater familiarity 
than seems to be wise in the absenc~ of the husband." 

Who will not sympathise with the white man after 
this? 

* * * 
IN announcing a further temporary suspen

sion of civil disobedience in view of the indica
tions of good will in Government's recent policy, 
Mr. Gandhi says: "The Lahore and Amritsar 
judgments, read by me with an unbiased mind, have 
left an indelible impression that most of the 
Pu;'jab leaders have been convicted without suf
ficient proof and that the punishments inflicted on 
them are inhuman and outrageous. The judgments 
go to show that they have been convicted for no 
other reason than they were connected with 
stubborn agitation against Rowlatt legislation." 

• * • 
IN the death of Dr. Nair India loses a politi

cian of a very remarkable personality. His recent 
anti-reform oampaign a.nd the bitterness he intro
duced into it must not be allowed to obsoure from 
our view what a redoubtable champion of popular 
liberties he was in the past and the great services 
he rendered in many directions and particular to 
the cause of local self-government. A man of 
extraordinary p;"rts and great resources, his loss 
will be widely mourned in the Madras Presidency-

* * * 



JULY 24, 1919. I THE SERVANT OF INDIA. 291 

THE CASE OF THE TRANSVAAL 
INDIANS. 

IT is necessary for a clear understanding of the 
case of the Transvaal Indian community that the 
evidence submitted before the Select Committee on 
their behalf by Dr. F. E. T. Krause, K. C., LL. D. 
and Messrs. Bernard Alexander and Ritch should 
be thoroughly mastered. The first point which 
they made and one that has an intimate bearing 
on the anti-Asiatic l<>gisiation which was recently 
passed by the Union Parliament was that the 
Republican Gold Law of 1885, which is really the 
source of the mischief, was directed not against 
the respectable trading class ofIndians but against 
the class of indentured labourers-the so-called 
ooolies-who it was feared at the time might in
undate the province from Natal. The Indian tra.
ders, who were but a handful then and not much in 
the way of business, did not arouse any fear at the 
time in the mind of the European settlers, and the 
merchants who were already doing business in the 
province were left free to ply their trade. It must 
therefore be remembered, in the first place, that 
such restrictions as were imposed by the Gold 
Law upon the acquisition of fixed property were 
intended to apply only to Indians of the lower 
class, and this intention is made manifest in the 
wording of the law itself, for it was provided that 
it related only to "coolies, Arabs, Malays and 
subjects of the Turkish Dominions." It is cer
tainly not the meroantile class of Indians who is 
designated by the word "coolie," but the labouring 
class. It must be remembered, in the next place, 
that this law did not seek to curtail the trading 
rights of Indians in any way, save that they were 
required to get themselves registered on the pay
ment of a ·certain fee. The registration fee was 
orininally £25, but .was afterwards, that is, in 1890, 
reduced to .t3, whioh shows conclusively that the 
competition of the Indian merohants had no terror 
for the Legislature. That the Gold Law did not in
volve any restriction of the Indialll!' right to trade is 
apparent from the following extract from the judg
ment of the Chief Justioe, Sir James Ros4l-Innes: 

u It is quite olear from tbe terms of section :I (c) that 
the LegislatUl'e oontemplated the case of Asiatioa aottling 
in tbe oountry for the 8%pre88 purpose of trading; and if it 
was int.ended to oonfine tbe business operatioDS of such 
aettlera whllin tbe limits of locaUou" Bome definite pro
vision to that effect would aurely have beeD inserted .•.. 
N either the Law of 1885 nor tbe resolution of 1886 con .. 
lained a Bingle line purporting in e%preBl Cel1Q.8 lo cur&ail 
lhe trading rights of Asiatics. The only provision made 
wu oue giving the Oovemment; 'he rlgh&. for aBni'aty 
purp08ea. '0 assign lo lhem cerlain st;roelB, wards., and 
loeBcionB for residenoe (ter bewoning). I fail lo Bee any 
ground for holding lhal shose words, whether we tate 
lhe original DUloh or lhe English equivalen~ in an~ way 
prohibil lrading oUlside ehe residentiailoea'iona. A man's 
residenoe is where he livera. where he sleeps. 'Where hi. 
family dwells-nol neoessarilywherehe worb .... Il wa& 
for sanilary purpoaes 'hat localiooB were eSlablished, aDd 
woh purpo8es have. more obvious rela&ioD to places of 
residence lhan to places of business. Th~ miscAil! pur
JlOrtfld to b~ ai .. ,-" at ,,'(I' an in$oaitarw Illude 0/ life i. iii. 

midst of CI Earopeaft populatw.. aot Clft iJICottWllieftt com
petitiOft witA til. Europeaa trader... (Halioa DO&; in 'he 
original.) . 

This judgment of the highest court clearly laid it 
down that the Law of 1885 applied to the residence 
of the Indians and not totheirtrading. "For the pur
poses of trading the Indian has the right to be among 
the white popUlation, but for sanitary purposes the 
Government has the right to tell the Indians to go 
and live in certain streets or wards or squares. " 
Nor did the Gold Law contain any prohibition 
against the occupation of any land by the Indians. 
"The only right which was reserved to the Govern
ment in the Law was where it was laid down that 
the Government would have tha potential right of 
preventing the Indian from living next to any 
w hi te person. It 

Then came the Gold Law of 1908whioh amend
ed the earlier Law and inflicted a serious hardship 
npon Indians without realising the effect of the 
sweeping change made therein. Sections 130 and 
131 of this law extended the prohibition, which till 
then was limited merely to the residence of Indians, 
to ·oocupation.· The insertion of the word 'occupy' 
in these sections, perbaps inadvertently but certain
ly without giving due thought to the far-reaohing 
oonsequences involved in it, has taken away "any 
future rights of the Indians to ocoupy premises and 
to acquire rights of leasehold for the purposes of 
trade." The object of the Republioan Law of 1885 
was not to allow any coloured person to deal in or 
possess unwrought gold. It had "Iways conceded 
the right of occupation with a view to trade. But 
the new Law made a direct prohibition "in respect 
'of the occupation by coloured persons of property 
in proclaimed areas on the Rand generally. It was 
publicly stated by Lord Lansdowne in 18~9 that the 
ill-treatment of the Indians by the Boer Govern
ment, especially under the Law of 1885, was one 
of the causes why the British Government went to 
war with the Boers, and yet, in 1908, .the British 
Government, with one stroke of the pen, deprived 
the Indians of the right to occupy premises for the 
purposes of trading. Under the present Gold Law 
"the right to trade was not interfered with, and 
if you grant and concede the right you must also 
grant the right to occupy. If the right to trade 
is given but the right to occupy premises is refused, 
then it seems that you are giving with the one 
hand and taking away with the other." The con
tention of the Indians is that, oonsidering the past 
history and the original intention of the Gold Law 
and also looking to the faot that no indication 
was given when the new law was enacted that the 
right of occupying premises was being confiscated, 
it was never intended that the clauses inserted in 
it should be interpreted in the manner they have 
been. It could not have been intended to exolude 
the Asiatics altogether from proclaimed ground. 
Mr. Cohn had to confess to the Select Committee 
that the Gold law was so wide in its scop<! and 
so harsh in its working that it could not be 
enforced against the Indians. But it was not so 
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interpret.ed, and the Indians were quiet. Later on, 
however, it was strained to the utmost possible 
extent, and the Indians were compelled to raise 
this question for mere self-preservation. 

As regards the formation of companies in 
order to acquire land, it is not right to describe 
this expedient to which the Indians were driven 
to resort as an evasion of the law. It was allowed 
by the law, and there was no reason why Indians 
should not take advantage of it. It is not correct 
to say that such companies began to be registered 
after the settlement of 1914 and that the present 
Bill has been brought forward with a view to 
preventing the Indians from circumventing the 
terms of the settlement. It commenced as early as 
19.9 and i. going on with Goverment's sanction. 
The Goverment have recognised that according to 
the Company Law, the property does not belong to 
the individual but to the corporation, and that if 
individual Indians cannot acquire immoveable· 
property they are entitled to acquire it as companies. 
The Registrar at first objected to registering the 
fixed property of companies consisting solely or 
principally of Indians, but finding that the Law 
allowed it, had at last to consent. The Indians 
therefore have made use of this device with the 
full cognisance of the Government, and it is to'o 
late therejore for the Government to object to it 
now. Thus it is clear that this right to own land 
as corporations which the Indians possessed and 
freely exercised before the settlement was one of 
the" vested rights" which the Union Government 
is under an obligation to protect. The Indians 
claim that although the later Gold Law had taken 
away their right to trade and occupy on the Rand 
and had thus curtailed their general right to trade, 
still the Gandhi-Smuts agreement must be regard
ed as restoring tu the Indians this right in its 
integrity and as removing the limitation placed by 
the Gold Law upon that right in respect to locality. 
For the Indian community as a whole had.a vest
ed right to trade, and .. the mere fact that an 
Indian had not "pened a shop on the Rand did not 
deprive him uf the right to do so." If therefore 
the settlement of 1914 is at all to be observed, the 
right of the wt",lo Indian community to acquire 
land and carryon trade in all localities must be 
recogni:.;ed in it::; entirety. The agreement requires, 
in order that it may not be violated in the spirit, 
that not only the individuals who actually held 
licences in 1914 or hold them now should oontinue 
to hold them, but the Indians as a whole should be 
recogni.ed te, have a vested right to trade in all 
place •. The Union Clovernment was not dealing with 
individual Indians at the time but with the whole 
body of re,idell!', [lnd it is binding on the Gover~ 
nment to ]ll'€>erve their right to trade in its fu!,. 
neas. That i. the correct interpretation, the Indian 
community maintain, of the compact entered into 
between General ~ll1uts and Mr. Gandhi, and it is 
alBO to be remembered thllt it was a temporary 
arrangement, till' Indiun community reserving to 
themselves the right to press for any further rights 

in the future. And it is satisfactory to note that 
the representatives of the Indians, without pinning 
their faith to the terms of the 1914 settlement, 
boldly said that they wanted to go further. Dr. 
Krause said to the Select Committee: 

"You ask me whether the Indians are asking you to go 
further now. In answer to that I must make the positioa 
clear. Th. poople on who •• behalf I am speaking her. 
think that the time bas now arrived Dot to speak of 
vested rights, but they oonsider that they are entitled I a. 
far as their trade, residenoe and oooupation are concerned, 
to tbe full rights of any citizens of South Africa. They 
are Dot dealing with tbe interpretation of the Law, but 
tbey are coming to you as the Committee appointed by 
the Legillature to make representationl and to say that 
the time has now arrived when they should have full 
civic rights like any other British Bubjects in South 
Africa . .. 

Mr. Gandhi himself had prepared the Union Govern. 
ment for this. In his farewell letter written before 
he left South Africa, he clearly stated: "The con
cession to popular prejudice, in that we have re
conciled ourselves to almost total 'prohibition by 
administrative measures of a fresh influx ofIndian 
immigrants, and to the deprivation of all political 
power, is, in my opinion, the utmost that could be 
reasonably expected from us. These two things 
being assured, I venture to submit that we are en
titled to full rights of trade, inter-provincial mi
gration, and ownership of landed property being 
restored in the not distant future." 

And why should not the Indian enjoy the 
right to acquire property and trade in Transvaal 
without any restriction? "In the Cape the colour
ed man and the Asiatic have acquired property . , 
and they have not done any harm in having pro
perty." It is pleaded in justification of the res
trictions imposed upon the trading- rights of the 
Indian that he is an unfair competitor against the 
white trader in that (1) his needs being less and 
standard of living lower, he undersells the white 
man, and that (2) he sends any profits which he 
makes out of the country. Now both of these 
reasons are untrue, besides being fallacious. The 
fact is that "the standard of living of the average 
Indian is at least the same as the standard of liv
ing of the white man in the same class." Mr. Ritch, 
who has spent some twenty years in intimate asso
ciation with the South African Indian community 
says: "Taking the one class alongside of the other 
the Indian spends in his business and on his home 
and on his feeding as much as tlie European. 
Those who do not know intimately the life of the 
Indian think that the old story of a feed of rice 
and a straw mattress is . true-it is not. .. Nor do 
the Indians pay less to their shop assistants. The 
allegation, again, that tbe Indian trader sends 
a greater portion of his profits home, is equally 
untrue. Not being allowed to invest his money 
in fixed property, it is not his fault if he cannot 
spend as freely in Sout.h Africa as he would like. 
But still the Indians maintain their own schools, 
their own hospitals andotber institutions of public 
utility, and if only they had the chance they would 
spend all their earnings in South Africa. For to 
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many Indians South Africa is the land of their 
birth and their connexion. with India has practi

'cally ceased, But, as it is, itis'unbrue to say that 
Indians send out more money than Europeans. As 
Mr. Hajee Dadoo stated, in tha year in which the 
South African Indians who numbered 120,000 
sent £500,000 to India, the German community 
who were only 3,000 strong sent out £4,500,000 
to their own country ~ This fact has been 'culled 
from an official report. Yet, the Indian trader 
sells cheap and is of immense' benefit to the rural 
popUlation. Of the respective advantages to South 
Africa of the Indian and the European trader, Mr. 
Hajee Dadoo very graphically stated: .. The Euro
pean people may sell goods to an extent of £400, 
and make £200 profit on that, which they put in 
their pockets, whereas the Indian sells the same 
and only makes £50 profit. At the same time, 
however, you must not forget that by making less 
profit the Indian benefits poor people. Out of the 
£50 be has made, he will spend £20 and he will 
keep £30. The European makes his £200 profits 
anJ after a time he 'clears off home' ... The Indian 
is an unfair competitor, indeed I 

INDIA IN ENGLAND, 
THE exciting events which are embarrassing the 
Peace. Conference and the general industrial and 
economic unrest of whioh there take place inany 
striking manifestations even in England, have 
driven the Indian question away from that foot
hold on public attention which the debate on the 
second reading of the Government of India Bill 
seemed for a time to have secnred for it. The India 
Office, the Indian deputations, and the guardians 
of vested interests seem th.,. only people whose 
minds are busy with the affairs of India. A few 
thoughtful pUblicists in each party are of course 
keenly interested in the events that influence the 
condition of India. The Daily Herald, the popular 
organ of Labour, has been publishing a series of 
short and telling articles from the pen of Mrs. Be
santo Mr. Banerjea was interviewed by the Ob 8e,'
t"'r the other day. The Oxford Outlook contains 
an article by a young Madras scholar of promise, 
Mr, p, P. Subrahmanya Sastri, on the Indian Re
forms. In the same magazine Prof. Gilbert Murray, 
one of the world's most renowned scholars, and a 
genuine friend of India, makes a reference to her 
case which indicates his earnest liberalism in po
litics. "In the problems of the Empire," he asks, 
"do we believe that the disaffection of Ireland and 
the unrest in India are ultimately to be settled by 
the removal of grievances and extension of self
government, or do we oontentedly accept the motto 
that' what we took by the sword we must hold by 
the sword?' " 

Two meetings of importance were held during 
Ihe week in the National Liberal Club of interest 
to the people of India. The lirst was a big tea 
organised by the London Indian Association. to 
which moat Indians alld the members of a progrel-

sive society called "Great Britain and India" were' 
asked. N o political spee'ches were expected. In 
fact the President, a young doctor named Atal. 
began by saying so, but he could not restrain his' 
feelings when he alluded to the ster!> measures of 
the Punjab Government. He then called on Mr. 
Tilak, who also alluded to the same topic and then 
expressed a hope that the various Indian deputa
tions might act together, adding that in that case 
he would undertake-to cable to the All-India Con
gress Cdmmittee and obtain a relaxation of the 
'mandate' by whioh the Delhi Congress had bound 
its delegates. Mr. Patel thought it necessary to 
correct the impression produced by this definite· 
wish for a compromise on the part of a great na
tionalist leader and, in the guise of warding off 
any misapprehension by the audience of Mr. Tilak's· 
real purpose, laid down five essentials in the mis
sion of the Congress, in respect of which it was not 
possible for its spokesmen to compromise with any
body. If he had left any particle of Mr. Tilak's 
idea remain, it was neatly exploded by Mr. Horni
man, who rose later and, expressly dissociating 
himself from Mr. Tilak, asserted that the Congress 
deputation was the only body that could "peak in 
the name of the people of India and had a title to 
be heard and then solemnly adjured Messrs. Baner
jea and Sastri to remember that fact. Mrs. Besant 
made the speech of the evening. She "was occa
sionally interrupted, but skilfully got a hold over 
the audience, and while not abating a jot of India's " 
ultimate demand or disoounting her fitness for 
home rule, counselled caution to the young and 
energy to the old, urged the need of recognising 
solid facts, and drove· home the expediency of 
supporting Mr. Montagu's Bill while endeavouring 
to liberatise it. The speech indicated her extraord
inary mastery over the feelings of hearers and her 
powerto triumph even over a hostile atmosphere. The 
bitter chord was again struck by Mr. Satyamurti, 
who referred to the re!lunciation of knighthood 
first by Dr. Subrahmanya Aiyar and then bl' Mr. 
Rabindranath Tagore and to Sir Sankaran Nair's 
resignation of office as proofs of the intolerable 
wrongs of India, and wound up with a grim allu
sion to Ireland and a warning to the effect that, if 
India were not freed of fetters by England, "God 
help EI)gland and India I" But the most pessi
mistic speech of all was that of Mr. Dube, who 
held forth in a shrill ·key for upwards of half an 
hour, and indulged in unbalanced and extravagant 
observations which occasionally reminded one of 
Max Nordan. 

The other meeting was held on Tuesday night 
the 24th instant, with Mr. H. E. A. Cotton in the 
chair, who made a graceful reference to his father 
and aoknowledged a hereditary zeal for the pro
gress of India. Mr. Charles Roberts, who at short 
notice took Mr. Montagu's place as chief speaker, 
spoke fol' about an houl' to an appreciative and en
thusiastic audience, upouuding dyarchy, the Don
Brahman difficulty and other things familiar to UB 

all. Mr. Surendranath Banerjea waa loudly apo 
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pia uded throughout his speech, he touched the 
right chords with the c1,lnning of the master. I 
pleaded during five brief minutes for the best Par
liamentary talent being made available for the 
office of Governor in India, as the Indian Civil 
Service could not be trusted, whate1'er the Govern
ment of India might say, to throw up in the ordi
nary course men of the requisite toleration and 
statesmanship. Sir Abbas Ali, ex-member of the 
India Council, made a good puint when he depre
cated the inferiur status accorded to the Minister 
in the Government of India's scheme in compari
son with that of the Executive Councillor. Mr. 
Samarth thanked Mr. Roberts and improved the 
occasion by emphasizing in a few apt sentences 
the lessons of political wisdom that the audience 
had already received with appreciation. Altogether 
the meeting made a useful contribution to the cause 
dear to our hearts, and I hope it is no mere parti
sanship which makes me fe01 that its contribution 
was infinitely more helpful at this time than that 
made by the meeting uuder the auspices of the 
London Indian Association. 

As I write the names of the Joint Committee 
are not announced. But we shall keep in touch, 
you may rest assured, with all members likely to 
be helpful. I have seen some already. In a day 
or two I shall issue to selected people a criticism 
of the Bill that I have drawn up, together with re
prints of certa.in articles in the SERVANT OF INDIA. 
Sir Michael Sadler has invited me to address the 
Leeds Luncheon Club on Monday next on the 
Indian Reform question, and next day I shall 
spea.k on the subject to a public meeting in the same 
place organised by some friends of India belonging 
to the local theosophical lodge. 

V. S. SRINIVASAN. 
London, June 26. 

FINANCIAL PROVISIONS IN THE 
REFORM BILL. 

BASIS OF CONTRIBUTION TO THE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT. 

WHILE the proposals contained in the Joint Report 
for the separation of souroes ofrevenue between the 
Government of India and the provincial Govern
ments are eatisfactory, the scheme recommended 
by it for fixing the contributions payable 'by the 
local Governments to the Government of India is 
open to the most serious objection. The basis of 
contribution propo~ed is a percentage of the differ

. ence between the gross provincial revenue and the 
gross provincial expenditure. Ac~ording to the 
scheme those provinces which have screwed up 
their revenue from time to time or have been thrif
ty in their expenditure are punished for their vir
tues and the provinces whioh have been slaok in 
raising their revenues or liberal in their expendi
ture are let off lightly. Madras, the United Pro
vinces, the p .. bjab and Burma are those whioh 
suffer worst under this arrangement, .. , while the 
rich provinces of Bengal and Bombay are :those 

which fare best. As pointed out by the Govern
ment of India in paragraph 61 of their despatch of 
the 5th March, Madras will pay nearly five times 
as much as Bombay and the United Provinces 
nearly five times as much as Bengal, while the 
Punjah and Burma will also be contributing far 
more than the wealthier provinces. The flagrant 
inequity of the arrangement has been clearly real
ised and pointed out by the Government of India, 
both in paragraphs 18 and 19 oftheir memorandum 
on Finance ( annexure 5 to the report of the Func
tions Committee) and also in paragraph 61 of their 
despatch of the 5th March. The JointReport con
sidered alternative proposals as to the basis of con
tribution and dismissed them far too summarily. 
As pointed out by the Government of India the 
first duty of a responsible Government is to pay 
its own way and discharge its just obligations. 
Apportionment according to the population would 
probably be a fair principle to adopt, but as the 
numerical strength of the population may not 
necessarily bear any reJation to the wealth of the 
province, the fairest criterion of paying capacity 
would be the gross provincial expenditure of the 
provinces. The result of the immedite adoption 
of this criterion might, no doubt, leave some of 
the provinces with large deficits, but they 
should be warned that they should work up 
their contributions to the central Government 
within a period of 10 years to the standard fixed, 
and in the meanwhile the provinces with a surplus 
at their disposal might be asked to .temporarily 
accommodate them with loans without interest. 
We must press for the adoption ah initio of the 
criterion of gross provincial expenditure and 
fight against the perpetration of this injustice for 
so long a period as 10 years or even 6 years as 
suggested by the Government of India. 

SEPARATE PURSE CONDEMNED. 
The allocation of provincial funds between the 

reserved and iransferred subjects is left, under the 
Bill, to be determined in aocordance with rules to 
be made under the Act. The Joint Report con
temlliated a single coffer for the entire Government 
and a single budget to be framed by the executive 
Government as So whole, The amounts to be allo
cated to the two halvesofthe Government would be 
the subject of annual settlement by the executive 
Government, and the question of new taxation was 
to be deoided by the Governor and the ministers. 
These proposals have been severely criticised by the 
Government of India in their despatch of the 5th 
Maroh, Bnd they recommend a system of separate 
purse for the reserved and transferred departments. 
It is unfortunate that the Bill should have left 
this question open instead ofrejecting the proposal 
of the Government of IIldia and adhering to the 
so heme outlined in the Joint Report. The propo
sals of the Government of India have been con
demned by the publio in no uncertain voioe 
throughout the country. Their main objections to 
the unity of the budget are: (1) that any propo
sals for the development of reserved subjects 
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· by the 8ubtsantial inorease of expenditure would be 
at the meroy of the ministers, who might on account 

· of honest differences of opinion object to the pro
posed increase and that if the Governor exeroised 
hi. right of restoring any allotments, the legis-

· lature migbt support the minister and refuse sup
plies; (2) that ministers might be tempted for the 
purpose of avoiding taxation to draw upon the 

: seneral balance standing to the credit of the pro
vince and that a limit should be plaoed upon the 
amounts of the balance which might be drawn by 

· eaoh half of the Government; (3) that fresh taxa
tion could not be raised for the neoessities of a 

· reserved suliject exoept with the approval of mini-
sters, that if the Governor insisted upon the pro-

· vision of adequate funds for a reserved subject, the 
, ministers might be compelled to raise a tax for 
· their own needs, even though those needs had been 
created against their will and that the proceeds of 

· any new tax raised by a minister might be appro
priated by the Governor for the reserved depart
mentsln a subsequent year; (4) that proposals by 
either half of the Government for borrowing might 

"be thwarted by the otlier; (5) that the annual 
allocation of funds would give rise to friction; 

· and (6) that the Report's scheme offers no incentive 
.1>0 either half of the Government to develop its 
resources. The Government of India then put 
forward their own proposals for a separate purse 
subjeot to periodical adjustments and for dividing 
the balance now at the oredit of eaoh provincial 

· 'Government between its two halves. Their pro
posals are based upon the classification of subjects 
into reserved and transferred, which had nothing to 

· do with the question of allocation of souroes of 
revenue. The criticisms of the Government of 
India are based upon the assumption that the 
popular or responsible half of the Government 
'Would be indifferent to the interests of the reserved 
departments and that where the minister and' the 

/legislature differed from the counoil as to the needs 
.of a reserved department, they must be in the 
wrong and the oouncil must be in the right. As 
lias been pointed out already, while the officiale 
are likely to be indifferent to the interests of de
partments with whioh they are not oonoerned, the 

:people and the legislature whioh represents them 
:are bound to take an interest in the effioiency of 
.every department of the administration. If the 
minister or the legislature differs from the official 
'halfofthe Government,it will be due notto a want 
of appreoiation of the necessities of a reserved 

· department, but to a different estimation of the 
oompeting claims of different departments. It is 
no doubt true that for the effioient administration 
of the reserved departments the offioial half of the 
· Government is primarily responsible to the Seore
tary of State and the Government of India, but it 
i. not a suffioient reason for allowing their views 
to prevail in opposition to that of the legislature. 
·Take the very iIluatration given by the Govern
.ment of India of a proposal to improve the pay of 
.the police or of some other reserved department, 

and an .objection by the minister that th87f'ar
being one of low revenue receipts and high prio". 
the proposal for increase is. not opportune and 
shonld be pu~ off to another year. The Govern
ment cannot pretend that they have not them_ 
selves been influenced in the past by such COIl- I 
siderations in putting off the considllration of the 
claims to better pay of various departments. For 
how many years have they left unheeded the cry- I 
ing needs of the subordinate officials and menial I 

I 
establishments in the revenue, the police and the I 

educatiollal departments? Why should such 0011-

siderations be regarded as irrelevant or dictated 
by a spirit of hostility when urged by' the minister? ~ 
Even under the existing system the interests of 
one department ara often affected by the adverse 
decision of a majority of the executive council. 
The fact that ministers will partioipate in the 
decision hereafter is no ground for magnifying the 
grievance. The separate purse system proposed 
by the Government of India will have the pernio 
cious effect of dividing the house into two hostile 
camps, each unmindful of the just claims of the 
other and anxious to aggrandise and benefit itself 
by extravagant expenditure. While the joint di&
cussion and settlement of the budget by the entire 
Government will have an educative effect in pro
moting a better understanding of the Ileeds of all 
subjects by the different members of the Govern
ment alld a spirit of oompromise, the system pro
posed b~ the Government of India. will ha.ve the 
deplorable effeot of creating a feeling of antagonism 
betweell the interests of the reserved and transfer
red departments and will imperil the suocess of the 
Reform Scheme. The official half of the Govern
ment will be under a constant temptation to work 
up their expenditure to the full limits of their 

. available resouroes even though the needs of their 
subjects do not expand at anything like the om.· 
rate as those of the transferred subjects. Far from 
being all evil, the annual settlement of the alloca
tion will have the advantage of apportioning the 
supply of funds to the precise Ileeds of the year 
instead of allowing funds to be provided for a 
series of years either in excess of or below the 
aotual wants. If the funds provided are in exce88 
there will be a temptation to dissipate them to avoid 
their falling into the hands of the o~her half of the 
Government. If the funds are defioient, either the 
needs of the departments affected must be starved 
or recourse must be had for fresh taxation. "The 
advantage olaimed on behalf of the separate purse 
system that it offers an incentive to either half of 
the Government to develop its own resouroes oar
ries its own oondemnation. It is obvious that the 
development oontemplated is mainly by means of 
taxation. The proposal simply means that. the 
people will be liable to be fleeoed by two rival sets 
of tax-gatherers each anxious to swell its own 
ooffers. The proposal will defeat the third prinoi
'pie enunoiated by the Governmeat of India that 
during the transitional period the people must be 
proteoted from unjustifiable financial burdens. As 
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observed by the Government of India themselves, 
the success of any scheme of reform must depend 
upon the spirit in which it is'worked by the per
sons who participate in the work of government. 
We have no right to assume that they will be un· 
relLsonable and introduce safeguards for all con· 
ceivable deadlocks on this assumption. Here it 
is neoessary to enter a note of warning against the 
possibility of the future needs of the reserved ser-· 
vices being declared by rules to be a permanent 
charge on the provincial revenues within the 
meaning of the clause 9 (2) (c) of the Bill. At the 
mo~t nothing beyond the actual standard of ex
penditure on the services in the past should be 
declared a permanent charge. Any financial pro
vision required for the growth of the services must 
be obtained from the legislature. Similarly, the 
emergency power of the Governor to authorise ex
penditure for the carrying on of any department 
must be clearly defined so as not to cover its 
expansion or any alteration of its conditions of 
pay. In connection with the powers of the legisla
tive council over the budg et, it is worth noticing 
that in accordance with the British Parliamentary 
practice, it is proposed to enact that no proposal 
for the appropriation of the public revenues for 
any purpose or for the increase of expenditure can 
be made except on the recommendation of the 
Governor. Though such a restriction may be irk
orne in particular cases, it is sound in principle 
and will on the whole operate as a beneficial check 
upon the tendency to extravagance of popular 
assemblies. The legislature must look to the 
ministers for making suitable provision for the 
requirements uf the transferred subjects, and it is 
the ministers who must protect their interests in 
the settlement of the budget. As the resolutions 
of the legislative council on the budget are intend
ed to be binding upon the executive Government, 
it is desirable that proposals for expenditure should 
originate from responsibl e members of Government. 

P. S. SIVASWAMY AIYER. 

THE INDU::iTl:IES Co:\IMBSION'S REPORT. 
Xv.~ 

PURCHASE OF GOVERNMENT STCRES. 

THAT orders for Government stores should be 
placed as far as possible with Indian manufactur
ers has be&n a demand of the educated public in 
thi. country for many years. The Industrial 
Conference has since its inception been passing 
resolutions on the subject, and members of the 
Indian Legislative Council have (If ten voiced pub
lic feeling in the matter in the Council Hall. 
What we claim is not mere equality of treatment 
with foreign manufacturers including British, but 
a preferential treatment for home-made goods, 
for that is one of the methods of assisting indigen
ous industries, The Government of India have in 

• PreviOU8 artioles on tbiR 8ubjtct appeared in the i •• uea 
.f }fov. II, Doc. 5,12, & 19, JUD. 2 & 16, Fob. 6, 11 & 17. 
14arob 20 & 27, April 10, May 8 aDd JUly 8. 

a sense recognised the justice of this claim by 
issuing resolutions 011 the subject, but these resolu
tions, including the latest amendments, have seldom 
been carried out in the spirit of rendering help to 
Indian manufacturers. As the report rightly 
says, "It was not so mnch the prescriptions them
selves, which were the subject of complaint, as the 
way in which they have been administered." The 
Commissioners give their opinion in the following 
terms: "They have come to the conclusion," they 
say, "that the manufacturing capacity of ~he coun
try has been far from sufficiently utilized by Gov
ernment department. in the past, and we believe 
that the somewhat radical changes which we now 
propose will considerably stimulate industrial pro
gress." Although worded in a guarded and polite 
form, the above is a snfficient condemnation of the 
policy not so m I1ch of the Government of India liS 

of the officers who had to carry out the rules on 
the subject; and we clln hardly expect a more 
strongly and definitely worded criticism of the 
policy of Government and officers from a Commis
sion of which the Secretary for Commerce and 
Industries Department was an important member. 

The chief reason why the Indian manufac
turer has not in the past been able to compete with 
the foreign manufactnrer in this field is that while 
the India Office Stores Department in London is 
able to combine indents from the various provin
ces and·" purchase in bulk, the Indian manufact
turer is usually called upon unexpectedly to 
supply small quant{ties at comparatively short 
notice." Both as regards time and bulk the 
foreign manufacturer has till now been put at all 
advantage. 

The Commissioners recommend that" ther. 
should be an Imperial Department of Stores an d 
Provincial Agencies which should form part of the 
provincial Department of Industries." For reasons 
not very easy to understand the Commissioners are 
obsessed with the idea of having everything stamp-· 
ed " imperial," whether they be the technical and 
chemical services or the Industries Department or 
the Commercial Intelligence ·Department. They 
consequently want not only an Imperial Depart
ment to collect orders, standardize the goods where 
possible and distribute the same profitably amongst 
manufacturers, but they want to have Imperial 
Inspeotors, including a varied range of .xperts to 
" secure economy and efficiency in the expenditure 
of vast sums of money spent on the purchase of 
of Government Stores." "j he President of the 
Munitions Board being the President of the Com
mission, his experience of the work done by the 
Munitions Department must have been used 
by him in having his proposals accepted by 
his colleagues. If he had as President of the 
Munitions Board suggested the co-operation of 
Indians in his department these recommendations 
would not have been open to the criticism that 
they are made with the idea of creating new big 
posts for Englishmen. Such criticism, in the absence· 
of full knowledge of the reBllonB of this policy, 
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-would perhaps be unfair, but it would be quite 
natural, as prima facie this complaint is quits. 
justifiable on the ground of prbvious instances 
in' other Departments. Moreover, looking to 
the political reforms now on the horizon, it 
is necessary that all work of this· nature should 
be provinoialized as far as possible; for the 
representatives of the people will have a real 
'voice only in the provinoial councils to mould the 
administrative policy of the provincial Govern
ments. Barring this proposal, the recommenda
tions of the Commission for organizing a special 
department for the purpose of purchasing Govern
ment Stores are sound, and if oarried out in the 
spirit in which they are made they will go a 
long way in helping Indian manufacturers. There 
is, however, a probability of the representatives of 
the manufacturing firms in Great Britain who 
have established branches in this country, using 
their influenoe with the department proposed to be 
·created to divert all the orders through them to 
the British manufacturer. This difficulty. oan 
only be met if this head-purohase of stores-is 
made a transferred head and is thus plaoed under 
an Indian Minister. 

AOQUISITION OF LAND. 

Chapter XIII refers to the question of the ac
·quisition of land for the purpose of helping new 
industries. The Hon'ble Punditji at the end of his 
note of dissent on this subjeot says:''' In my opi
nion, when an industrial concern, the members of 
whioh have the right to shut out everyone out
;side their body from partioipation in the benefit of 
their business, desires to aoquire land, it must do 
so by exohange, negotiation, or moral' suasion." 
This sounds quite oorreot from a purely theoretical 

, point of view. But every big industrialist finds 
. that in practioe it is impossible'to aoquire land 
for industrial purposes by the methods suggested 
,by MalaviYlloji. It is just possible that he genera
Uzes from the instances given in his minute about 
the U. P. Government using its disoretionary 
powers given under seotion 40 of the Land Acquisi
tion Aot for aoquiring land to " enable the Young. 
Men's Christian Assooiation to establish a olub 
and recreation ground." This is a distinct abuse of 
the dis(lretionary power to deoide what is a "publio 
purpose." But beoause there have been a few cases of 
abusing this power-and the Punditji may be assur
ed that his provinoe has not a monopoly in this 
matter-we should not shut our eyes to the faot 
that in some oases it is absolutely neoessary for the 
Government to aoquire lands for large industries. 
The Bombay Advisory Committee oarefully (lonsi
dered this question, and with one or two dissen
tients (lame to tbe oonolusion that Government 
;should exeroise their dis(lretionary power only 
" when sU(lh aoquisition is indispensable to tbe 
development of the industry and the development 
of the induetry itself is in the interests of the 
general publi(l." The Commissioners approve of 
this prinoiple and base their detailed reoommenda
tions on the same. They extend this prinoiple to 

the acquisition of land" to provide fresh sites for 
industries whioh it is neoessary to remove on sa
nitary grounds and for industrial dwellings." This 
will be very much appreoiated by those who are 
worried by the oongestion caused in the city of 
Bombay by mill-industry, railway workshops and 
other smaller industries. Thllot the Commissioners 
have not looked at the question from the point of 
view of industrialism pure and simple, but have 
taken into oonsideration the hardship likely to 
occur by dispossession of land will be seen from 
the following recommendation made by them: .. It 
should be a sine qua non that, in all cases when land 
i.s acquired oompulsorily for industrial enterprize., 
arrangements should be made to offer oultivators 
or house-owners so dispossessed suitable' land in: 
exchange or part exchange. Such a course will 
mitigate more than any mere money payment the 
hardship and sense of unfair treatment oaused by 
expropriation. tt 

To show that land acquisition by Government 
is abosolutely necessary for industries, Ineed only 
mention the two HYdro-Electrio companies, one of 
whioh is alreadY supplying electric power to the 
mills in Bombay and the Tata Iron and Steel 
Works at Jamshedpur. It would have been physi
cally impossible to start the former and practi
cally impossible to start the latter if. Government 
had not helped the promoters by aoquiring the 
land required by them. None of the methods sug
gested by the Hon'ble Punditji would have been 
of any use in getting the lands required for the 
purpose. Similarly, there is another industry whioh 
neoessitates Government interferenoe. Sugar ex
perts tell us that no faotory oan be successfully 
started in this country unless it has a large sugar
cane growing estate near the factory; for if sUgar" 
cane is to be brought from a long distance for 
orushing, it will get dry and the percentage of 
juice will be reduced, as , result of which the 
factory will not be able to work at a profit. The 
oentral estate factory system is the only system 
that has worked satisfaotorily' in all sugar 
producing countries and if the people in this ooun
try want good white sugar on a large soale to be 
mt-de here, they must support the Government that 
oomes forward to help the industry by acquiring 
irrigable lands near the faotory site. 

L. S. 

A ::iANKARACHARYA ON MR. PATEL'~ 
BILL. 

WE all know and respect the Sankaraoharya of 
Karveer Peeth. He is somewhat enlightened for 
a Sankaracharya. I believe he is a Ph.D. of 
some university. Tberefore, it was with some 
Burprise that I read ot his threat to turn a 
Satyagrahi and fast and die in oase Mr. Patel's 
Hindu Inter-caste Marriage Bill is pased iuto 
law. A Satyagrahi, indeed I I should like to know 
what Mr. Gandhi would say to that. Perhaps the 
Sankaraoharya does not know that that apsotle of 
satyagraha is himself a supporter of the Hindu 
Inter-oaste marriage Bill. It is ohildish (especially .. 
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on a Sankaracharya's part) to threaten the world 
with his death just in order to make himself 
heard. 

Indian natulD," etc. The reverse is the truth. 
There was no Indian nation, so long as caste was 
dominant. It is notorious that caste split Ul> 

I do not mean any disrespect to His Holiness, Hindu society into innumerable water-tight and 
though I am writing strongly. He would have air-tight compartments and made a united na
raised himself in our estimation if he bad criticis- tion impossible. The Indian nation of to-day is 
ed tbe Bill calmly. reasonably and fairly, instead rising only on account of the slow but steady 
of trying to frighten us by raising the little hob- break-up of the barriers of caste before the ad
goblin of Satyagraha in this connection. His re- vance of English education and western civilis
presentation to the Government of India on this at ion. And the Indian nation will be a perfect 
matter is before me, and I am bound to say tbat it nation in the full sense of the term only when 
is anything but calm, reasonable or fair. It is not caste differences have completely disappeared from 
a representation so much as a misrepresentation. this couLtry. That is tbe faith of the party of 
It does not bear any trace of the calmness which progress. That is also the supreme. the central 
we commonly associate with a genuinely philoso- lesson of tbe whole of Indian History. 
phi cal spirit such as the Sankaracharya of Karveer The Acharya says tbat marriage is a sacra
Peeth is generally supposed to possess. It is a ment to the Hindus. There is nothing new in this 
violent tirade against the supporters of tbe Bill view. He is mistaken if he thinks that this is a 
and a passionate protest against the principle purely Hindu conception. It is also the Roman 
of the Bill itself. All tbis is doubly strange and in- Catholic conception. Indeed, with the Roman Ca
explicable inasmuch as theAcharyahimselfadmits tho lie, marriage is much more of a saorament than 
candidly at the very outset tbat" the Bill proposes witb the Hindu. We agree. And it is exactly 
to Tedress ·a real grievance which none can :<imply because marriage is a sacrament that we reform
wink at." (Italics mine. ) ers insist tbat there should be no desecration of 

I shall now deal with his points one by one. it, no element of compulsion in It. We hold that 
Hi, Holiness seems to be a past master in the art compulsory marriage is not a ,acrament, but a 
of 'frightfulness'. He begins by saying: "Thousands sacrilege, a sin against man and nature. Bernard 
of people have approached me with the pl'8yer that Sbaw says: "It is exactly because marriage is a 
I ,hould take strong action in warding off what sacrament that we want a law of divorce so that 
strikes atthevery root of Hindui.m .... Theopposi- the marriage may be dissolved a. soon as it de
tion will almost amount to religious fanaticism. generates into a mere vulgar contract for the ap
One has reason to fear from the attitude taken by peasement of passions, enforced by custom and 
the Hindu community on the whole, except a few legislative saction." It is the Catholic priests and 
who cannot appreciate tbe beauty of the caste sys- the Hindu Acharyas who are in reality the cham
tern, that the passing of the Bill will necessarily be pions of the "contract" idea of marriage. To them 
detrimental to the very respect which the Govern- it is nothing but a contract, a deed of sal .. iu. 
ment has commanded from the Indians." Tbe which the lives of youug men and women may be 
Acharya reiterates this view again and again in bartered away even without their consent for ever 
his memorandum. His intention is clear. He and ever. Reformers have a higher conception of 
would frigbten tbe Government away from the marriage than that. They a(t up to their profes
Bill if he could. He says the opposition to the sion that it is a sacrament and strive to make it 
Bill will "almost amount to religious fanaticism." noble, pure and free, for the sake of the indivi
So did the opposition to the abolition of Satee. It dual and for the sake of society. 
did amount to religious fanaticism. Yet, the abo- VVe may dismiss with a smile the claims of 
lition of Sa tee has not destroyed Hinduism, and it the Sankaracharya that "the Hindu Law like the 
has secured the Government's position in the affec- Law of Moses had a divine origin." In this 
tions of the masses of the people of this country. twentieth century few will believe in the Divine 

The Acharya says: "The Bill proposes to re- Origin of our codes of jurisprudence-much less 
dress a real grievance, but the solution which in the divine origin of such laws as tbe Laws of 
Mr. Patel offers defeats its own end and makes the Moses and the Hindu Marriage Laws. So as to the 
confusion worse_confounded." And again: "The "divine origin" and "the beauty" of the caste 
Bill in redressing the grievances of only a few system, it is rather a bit too late at this time of 
gives a death-blow to the peculiar constitution of day for anyone to ask us to believe in these thin.gs. 
Hindu sooiety," which "has saved the Indian nation The beauty of the caste-syste!" by WhICh 
from all the social and political vicissitudes" of '\ hundreds of thousands of human beIllgs have .been 
the past. This is clearlY a oase of confusion of trampled and trodden down for ages, pr.oclalmed 
thought. The Bill is a permissive measure and as untouchable and unapproachable,. III short, 
does not give the death-blow to Hindu society treated worse than brute beasts! SwamI ~ank,~ra
which may discard it altogether, if its safety really charya of Karveer Peeth a~~~ us to appreolat~ the 
depends on discarding it. It deals a death-blow beauty of the caste-system III the year 1919 . 
to caste, and not to Hindu society. Society can He Eays, "The Bill violates the Dharma 
exist ,;,ithout oa"te. Its ~xists without the ~elp of Shastra and goes against the sympathetic attitude 
easte In all other countrIes. It can do so III In- of the British Government towards its loyal sub
dia. ~ind,:, ~ociety will beco~e a healthy social jects." "Attempts have been made to show that 
,'rgamsm, hVlllg and progressmg, maybe through the Shrutis and some of the Smritis were not averse 
"blood and fire," but progressing towards a higher to inter-caste marriages. The law prescribed to 
de"tiny, instead of remaining a mere stagnant be followed in the Kali Yuga expressly prohibits 
back·water of. Civijisati.o~ as it is to·day, pnly aU' inter-caste marriage." When the shastric 
when the cast· Iron and rIgId shackles of the caste authorities themselves are divided in their opi
"y,tem faU to the earth. nions as it is admitted by the Sankaracharya, what 

It is the central lesson of all European an- weight oan a layman like me attach to the shastric 
thropology and ethnology and eugenies, to authorities? How can the man in tbe street take 
whoso a\lthority the Acharya appeals again and these rusty old books written (or rather compiled) 
again. I shaU return to this point later on. It is 2000 years ago, as the unerring guides that should 
not true to suggest that "caste has saved the be followed by him in his conduct at the present 
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·day, even at the expense of his reason and hetter 
instincts? Why should a modern man or woman 
be asked to sacrifice his or her reason to the autho. 
rity of any ambiguous old hook, merely because 
that book happens to be two thousands years old 
and happens to be called "a scripture"? .. Reason 
should be the hand-maid of faith," says the 
Acharya. It is the Same old story. It is the plea. 
of the priests of all ages and all climes; it is a 
plea put forward by them whenever anything new, 
anything progressive and good for humanity was 
.. ttempted. The course of human history is strewn 
with illustrations and examples of the havoc 
wrought by this plea of the priestly classes. He 
who runs may read them. The Acharya says that 
the Shastras hayo forbiddon inter-marriages in 
KaJi Yuga. Now, though I am not a shastri my
self, I think the Kali Yuga is universally believed 
to be the wurst of all Yugas. I have a shrewd 
suspicion that it is worst of all Yugas, just beoause 
in it inter-marriage is a forbidden thing. The 
Acharya implies that inter-marriages might have 
been all very well in the Krita, Treta and Dwa
para Yugas. I hope he would also admit that those 
Yugas were better than the present Kali Yuga and 
that, i.n fact, they represented our golden age. All 
I say IS, let us make an honest attempt to return 
to that golden age. 

The Acharya's excursion into the regions of 
ethnolo~y and eugenics are most unhappy. The 
reason IS not far to seek. He reads into eugenics 

.and ethnology his own pet notions and tries to 
,~urn those .two eminently modern sciences also 
IUto ")land-maids" of his anoient faith. The 
resul t IS a grotesque piece of special pleading, He 
asks pathetically: "Is endogamy wholly irrational? 
Is it mer~ly a fleeting and hideous remnant of 
Superstition"? In this, he has simply betrayed that 
eVen he has got qualms of oonscience in opposing 
Mr. Patel's Bill; his questions imply that endo
g,,:m~ (whi,ch is only a ~ig name for marrying 
Within one s . own caste) IS partl1/ irrational and 
that it is something of a superstiti(Jn-two small 
'but damaging admissions. But I make bold t~ 
answer his questions absolutely in the affirmative: 
Yes, endoga,,?y: is who~ly irrational; it is nothing 
but a superstitIOn. It IS an elementary principle 
of eugenics that a class requires the steady infu
sion of fresh blood in order to survivor in the 
struggle f.or e:ristence, and that a class that goes 
on marrymg Itself (so to speak) will degenerate 
and die out eventually, iust as a pond or a well will 
bebome dry if we go on pumping water out of it for 
an indefinite length oftime. This is the first prin
oiple of ethnology and eugenics, and I wonder how 
a man of some amount of reading like His Holiness 
of Karveer Peeth came to overlook it. His quota
tion from Mr. Chatterton Hill is unfortunate. That 
authority distinoLly states that "consanguinity 
leads to degeneraoy and extinction"-a platitude 
.~now~ to every sch?o!-hoy. Mr. Hill further says 

cr08SI.no hetween dIstinct specIes may be said to 
entail degeneracy and sterility as a general rule" 
and the Sankraoharya builds his whole oase ~n 
this flimsy hasis 1 I am greatly surprised that a 
man of his learning should have proved himself 
unable to understand the fundamental distinotion 
hetween 1\ species and a etass. Hill only says that 
"crossing between distinct species may be said to 
entail degeneracy and sterility"-though even here 
opinion is sharply divided among ethnologists. 
N ow Mr. Patel's Bill does not seek to provide for 
tha inter-marriage Qf suoh distinot speoies as Ma
hornedan., Hindus and Christians (of oourse we 
·may doubt whether even tb.ese oonstitute distinct 
.species), 808 Mr. Basu's Bill sought to do. Mr. 

Patel's Bill only seeks that the various classes or 
oastes of the species called Hindus, should be 
allowed to intermarry. And, aocording to all 
eugines and ethnology, it is not only a very de
sirable innovation, but also it is a very necessary 
one if the Hindu community is not to deteriorate 
and degenerate and die out. All ethnologists
Hill and Gobineau, Sohuster and Saleeby-all of 
them have condemned in unequivooal terms the 
same consanguinity (or endogamy as the Acharya 
is fond of calling it) practised at the present day 
by almost every class of the genus Hindu-and 
defended by the Sankaraoharya with so much pas
sion. If I had the time or the space, I oan quote 
any number of passages from the writings of these 
eminent authorities on eugenics in condenlnation 
of endogamy and in justification of inter-mar
riages among classes of the samecommuni·ty. En 
pas.ant, I may state that the science of eugenics 
has not yet expressed a clear and deoided verdict 
on the desirability or undesirability of intercross
ing between distinct species of human beings. 
Some are against it, some are for it. Gobineau, 
the greatest ethnologist of them all, is clearly of 
opinion tha.t even such U intm"C1"Ossing" is n:..t neces
saril1/ ha,·mjull Yet the Sankaraeharya of Karveer 
Peeth would oppose the commingling of the various 
classes of Hindus-and that on the authority 
of eugenics and ethnology 1 I would advice His 
Holiness to oonfine himself to the Shastras here
after and content himself with saying "reason is 
the handmaid of faith," whenever he is unable to 
meet an argument. His claim that the Hindu 
castes are four and that they are based on occupa
tion among other things, is laughable. That con
ception of Varnashrams. Dharma is all moon
shine now-a-days. Surely His Holiness ought to 
know that all classes of people (including Brah
mans and Pariahs) are to be found hi all sorts of 
occupations at present! His notion of Varna
shrama Dharma will evaporate into thin air if he 
only examines the real facts of the situation. 

To sum up. Circumstances imperatively de
mand the enactment of Mr. Patel's Bill into law, 
as the Acharya himself admits that its object is 
"to redress a real grievance." Ethnology and 
eugenics justify it, nay, call for it, and the Shas
tras are not wholly against it. The law of growth 
requires it. Our very existence demands it. Our 
national unity depends on it, for a nation that is 
not one in blood can never be altogether one in 
spirit; it can Bnd will never be a nation in the 
complete sense of the term. 

-S.M. M. 

TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

A EUROfEAN witness, in his evidence before 
the Select Committee on Disabilities of Indians in 
Transvaal, said: .. The idea ( of forming companies 
to hold land where individuals are forbidden to do 
so) comes from Japan and Singapore, because in 
both those parts these things are being done. They 
have similar prohibition laws there. In Japan 
the law is against the European, and in Singapore 
"gainst the Chinaman." So it is the Europeans who 
have shown Transvaal Indians the WBY to "evade" 
laws 1 The Chinese in Transvaal have also resorted 
to this device of registering oompanies for the pur
pose of acquiring land. Mr. Ritch said to the Com
mittee: .. I understand that among the Chinese 
there are something like 25 or 30 oompanies, and 
the aggregate capital involved is probably £25,000. 
These oompanies have been in almost every case 
formed in order that Chinese shop. keepers should 
have land upon which to carryon their bus iness." 
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